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The value of youth to the Shire

Last week Byron Shire Youth Service manager Paul Spooner and young local woman
Anamai addressed Byron Shire Council. These are edited extracts from their talks.

am the Manager of

Byron Youth Services.

Byron Youth Service was
formed in 1987 to meet the
needs of young people in the
local community. Over the
years we have developed a
special interest in young peo-
ple who are, to use a cliché,
‘falling through the gaps’.
Much of our work has been
identifying those gaps and
designing suitable interven-
tions to address them.

We currently operate
throughout the Shire with
our Youth and Family Liaison
program in Mullumbimby
and our Job Placement Em-
ployment and Training pro-
gram operating in Ballina,
Mullumbimby and Byron
Bay. We run Links to Learn-
ing in Byron Bay — a creative
and practical program for
young people who have left
school early. We also provide
TAFE outreach for young
people wishing to complete
secondary education via a
Learning Centre at the Youth
Activities Centre.

The things that affect all
young people affect our
clients more severely. These
are: lack of transport, lack of
further training, lack of op-
portunity for apprentice-
ships, poverty and poor moti-
vation.

In May last year, we en-
tered into partnership with
Byron Shire Council to de-
velop a Youth Commitment
in the Shire. The objective of
the youth commitment is to
forge more effective links be-
tween the community, the
business sector, and the
training and education sector
to ensure that young people
make viable transitions from
education to the world of
work.

You have received the re-
port from our first meeting in
May, so I will not elaborate
more, but simply give an up-
date on what we have
achieved since that time. We
have formed working groups
around four key goals:

* education and mentoring;

* business and enterprise
development;

* youth engagement; and

* coordination and promo-
tion.

The business and enter-
prise group has developed a
plan for the creation of a
youth enterprise culture in
the Shire. We have received
funds from the federal gov-
ernment to develop a best
practice model and trial two
pilot projects. We have re-
ceived state government
funds toward co-ordination
of the youth commitment.

Council currently works in
partnership with us on the
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Hi, my name is Anamai. I'm 21 and have lived in

Byron Bay for two years.

ing at BYS. The kind of support | have received

is vital to young people in the Shire.
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| came to Byron after living in the south coast
all my life. | was homeless at 14 but managed to
get by with the help of youth services, particu-
larly JPET in Nowra.

When | arrived in Byron Bay | connected with
Michael, the JPET worker in Byron Bay, and the
other staff of Byron Youth Service.

Through their amazing support | have negoti-
ated numerous crisis situations with accommo-
dation and personal issues.

This support extended into me landing a five
star job that was my career goal after much
training and work over the years. Since | have
become established in Byron Bay | have contin-
ued to receive support in personal issues with
Michael and other staff.

| went on to pursue my personal dream of be-
coming a fashion designer. After information
and advice from BYS | participated in two Links
to Learning courses which were held at the YAC,
one was fashion the other was hair/ beauty and
retail.

| have continued to work hard towards my
dream and have now been accepted into the
Wollongbar TAFE'S full time Certificate IV cloth-
ing production course, due to my previous train-

| have become more aware of this due to my
experiences and those of my peers. Due to
Byron Bay being such a diverse youth culture |
believe there's a great need for funding to em-
ploy a generalist youth worker to give youth ac-
cess five days a week for counseling assessment
and referral.

All existing youth workers are tied into pro-
grams that make them unable to attend to gen-
eral youth issues.

Due to shortage of employment and part
time employment most youth find all their in-
come (that's if they do have work) goes to ac-
commodation and transport so affordable hous-
ing is a real issue for us. | would like Council to
develop an affordable housing policy.

The YAC is a fantastic venue but it needs to
be promoted more and young people need to
see signs around town telling them where it
is. The signs should be graphically interesting
and young people could compete to design
them.

Thanks for giving me the opportunity to talk
to you. | realise that these are just things |
would like to bring to your attention and | will
continue to pursue them to their conclusion.
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Youth Commitment — we
would hope this will continue
in the future.

The future of community
services are not secure, we
are increasingly being asked
to do more, for less. This
places an enormous strain on
small organisations, such as
ours, with limited resources.

I would ask Council to
consider the ways it may as-
sist Byron Youth Service to
continue to develop pro-
grams for the young people
of the Shire.

So, why should you care
about these issues? May I
give you what I consider to be
some very good reasons:

One in six people of the
Shire are between the ages of
12 to 24.

Currently Byron Shire
Council has an operational
and program budget for
young people of $25,000 or
$5.45 per young person. That

is, young people get the
equivalent of two cups of cof-
fee out of the council each
year.

Byron Youth Service cur-
rently pays rent to Council of
around $18,000 per year to
operate from youth-specific
buildings. If this income is
taken into account the Coun-
cil’s nett contribution to
young people drops to
$7,532 or $1.65 per young
person. That is, less than one
cup of coffee per year.

On the other hand the
Byron Youth Service gener-
ates just over $500,000 or
$113 per young person to
operate its programs as a
non-profit, community based
organisation.

ByronYouth Service is cur-
rently facing at least one pro-
gram being cut by the federal
government to the tune of
$80,000.

Not due to inefficiency but

due to federal government
policy.

Clearly, it would make a lot
of sense for Byron Shire
Council and Byron Youth
Service to work closer to-
gether to ensure that quality
programs may be offered to
the young people of the
Shire.

In closing, may I suggest
an immediate and practical
opportunity be explored by
Council to provide greater
support directly to youth pro-
grams in the Shire by ceasing
the practice of charging rent
in youth-specific buildings to
Byron Youth Service.

Such a contribution would
go a long way towards ensur-
ing the ongoing financial via-
bility of this important com-
munity organisation, while at
the same time sending a pos-
itive message that ‘Byron
Shire Council cares about its
young people’
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A fundraising dinner for The Buttery

Part of the ‘Buy a Day of Recovery
and Give a Gift for Life’ Campaign
Supported by Northern Rivers Writers Centre

6.30pm, Saturday 28th February,
Torakina Restaurant, Brunswick Heads.

Guest speaker Barry Dickins author of
‘Black + Whiteley’ in Search of Brett.

Auction of Artwork by North Coast Artists

John Dahlsen, James Guppy, Robert Ryan,

Paula Bannon, Angus McDonald, John Lloyd,

Ken Johnson, Ken Delzoppo, Alle Scott,Leigh Pearson,
Donna Gee, Suvira McDonald, Rodney Black

Artwork can be viewed online@www.tikitiboo.com.au
or from 14th Feb at Torakina Restaurant
Auctioneer Robert Bleakley

Tickets $120.00 per person

Includes an exciting menu of fine food and wine
created by chef Paddy Hobbs.

To book phone Valerie Hardy on (02) 6685 1030
For information on the Buttery visit www.buttery.org.au

Proceeds from the sale of two tickets ‘Buys a Day of
Recovery’ for one person, as well as helping maintain
the exceptional services of the Buttery’s therapeutic
community.

The Buttery would like to thank:

Tikitiboo On screen Media, Torakina Restaurant, Harbour
Lodge Motel Brunswick Heads, Byron Shire Echo Ramsey
Moloney Solicitors, Mullumbimby Printworks,

Byron Bay First National, QANTAS Airways




