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Beach doof-
party organiser
fined $8,000

Luis Feliu

A Byron Bay residents group has
welcomed the conviction of the
organiser of a doof party late last
year at Tallow Beach which was shut
down by police and park rangers.

The organiser pleaded guilty to
two charges over the illegal event
and was fined $8,000 in Byron Bay
Local Court last Thursday.

Byron Shire Council’s legal ser-
vices coordinator, Ralph James, said
around 200 ‘doofers’ had trampled
and rubbished the ecologically sen-
sitive area which contained threat-
ened fauna and flora.

The young man was not named in
the Council press release, which also
noted that another young man had
been been convicted and fined $750
after having pleaded guilty to being
in attendance at the same doof party.

The Friends of Tallow Creek said
they hoped the conviction and fine
would deter others from similar acts
of environmental vandalism.

The party was held last Novem-
ber in the national park adjacent to
Tallow Beach.

Friends spokesman Dailan Pugh
said the fine was ‘small for the envi-
ronmental harm caused, including
‘trampling the nests of bee-eaters
and pardalotes in the dunes, scaring
away the migratory shorebirds, pol-
luting the estuary with excrement,
and leaving broken glass and ciga-
rette butts buried in the sand’

Mr Pugh, who caused a stir when
he singled out for blame just one
nationality of attendees at the doof,

continued on page 4 »
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Eleven-year-old Arlian is set to star in a film about a rescued sea turtle which suffers injury from plastic and is

cared for by Seabird Rescue in Ballina. Plastic, Alarm! Let’s Save The Turtles is a collaboration with Arlian’s filmmaker
mum, Karin Ecker, who says the adventure with his friends leads to interviews with the Plastic Free Byron initiative
and Aboriginal women ‘to discover their perspective on being a responsible guardian for the environment. The
aim of the film, she says, ‘is to get kids and schools involved to participate in, or initiate creative projects towards
protecting the environment. The film's fundraiser is online at bit.ly/2nuiAUX. Photo Jeff ‘Turtle Speed’ Dawson
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Kingscliff three-storey
height limit set to stay
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Connor won't
appeal Bali
jail sentence

AAP

Local woman Sara Connor has told
her lawyers she will not appeal against
her four-year sentence for her role in
the death of a Bali police officer.

Her lawyer Robert Khuana
told reporters he believed she had
a good chance of being released
upon appeal.

However, Khuana said Connor
had been traumatised by the system
and was worried about her sentence
being increased if she appealed.

On Friday prosecutors said they
were appealing Connor’s four-year
sentence over the fatal assault of a
police officer Wayan Sudarsa last
August, which they believed was too
short. They notified Connor of the
appeal on Monday.

Her British boyfriend David Tay-
lor was handed a six-year term. Tay-
lor became embroiled in a fight with
Mr Sudarsa after confronting him
over Connor’s lost purse.

Indigenous ceremony site confirmed near Mullum

Hans Lovejoy

An Indigenous ceremonial stone site
close to Uncle Toms at the Mullum-
bimby turnoff has been confirmed
by the NSW Office of Heritage and
Environment (OEH).

Heritage conservation officer
Ashley Moran, based in Alstonville,
told The Echo that the area is signifi-
cant to the Indigenous people of the
Brunswick and Tweed valleys and
that there are potentially thousands

of undiscovered Aboriginal sites
across the northern rivers region.

Unrecorded sites

‘A lot of these sites are not record-
ed; he said, and encouraged anyone
who finds what appears to be an
authentic Aboriginal site to contact
him via his office on 02 8289 6313.

OEH closely engages with In-
digenous community members
and groups across the region on a
regular basis, he says, ‘as they are the

only ones who should be engaged to
interpret the heritage’

As a proud Bundjalung man
he says, ‘I was born in Widjabul
Wiyabul Country, Lismore, and
grew up on Cabbage Tree Island, an
Aboriginal community situated on
the lower Richmond River located
between Wardell and Broadwater.

Tve been with the OEH for nearly
17 years now, assisting with the iden-
tification, recording and interpret-
ing of Aboriginal sites and places of

special significance to local Aborigi-
nal communities, and am very pas-
sionate about educating the broader
public on Aboriginal heritage values.
Mr Moran has a large area to cover.
As the heritage conservation officer,
my boundaries cover the Tweed River
to the north and as far south to Ma-
cleay Valley, Kempsey, and extends
west along the tablelands to Tenter-
field, Glen Innes then back down to-

wards Dorrigo and Bellbrook’
continued on page 2 »
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Aslan Shand

ullumbimby and
the Byron Shire re-
cently lost a great

community stalwart with
the passing of Elizabeth Ann
Watts in the early hours of
Friday March 10.

Known far and wide for
her unwavering commitment
to both her family and her
community, Liz Watts gave to
those around her throughout
her life. Last year she received
the award for the Volunteer
of the Year 2016 at the Byron
Shire Australia Day awards
recognising her involvement
in community groups and
fundraising efforts.

Liz was a life member of
the Mullumbimby Swimming
Club, been involved with the
Chincogan Fiesta and had
been involved in Meals on
Wheels for 30 years.

Liz and her husband Tre-
vor were also involved in
extensive fundraising for the
Brunswick - Mullumbimby
Lions Club as well as volun-
teering for the driver reviver
program based in Yelgun for
ten years.

Working to help children
with disabilities in the local

PATTI SMITH AND HER BAND PERFORM HORSES pius - EXCLUSIVE ACOUSTIC SET

Liz Watts. Photo supplied

area Liz and Trevor, through
the charity Variety, were in-
strumental in fundraising for
both Mullumbimby Primary
School and towards the pur-
chase of the Variety Club bus
by the life-skills unit at Mul-
lumbimby High School.

She also enjoyed going on
several wild rides with Trevor
and the van for two charity
bashes in 2012 and 2013.

Born in Murwillumbah,
Liz grew up on a dairy farm

FOLLOW US ON
INSTAGRAM:
@BLUESFESTBYRONBAY
TWITTER:
@BLUESFESTBYRON
#BLUESFEST

in north Tumbulgum.

In 1967 her friend persuad-
ed her to come down to Ew-
ingsdale Hall to attend a Junior
Farmers dance and it was here
that she and Trevor met.

The wedding bells rang
on October 4, 1969 and they
enjoyed a wonderful 48 years
together.

Her youngest daughter
Dianah said, T don’t think
Mum realised how loved and
appreciated she was’

tts

As for the wonderful fu-
neral held at the Mullum-
bimby Anglican Church
on 15 March, she said, “The
church was full with around
300 people’

Sewing was Liz’s passion
and 21 years ago she started
the Brunswick Valley nee-
dlework group that is still
going strong.

‘Her friend from the group
said it is all the little things
that mum would do that they
missed, that reminded them
of her]

Touching funeral

‘It was a really touching
funeral and reflected Mum’

Liz had been volunteering
and running the Anglican op
shop in Mullumbimby for the
last ten years and worked up
until a month before she died
of cancer.

‘She wasn’t one to com-
plain; there was no fuss, she
just got on with things, con-
tinued Dianah.

Elizabeth is greatly loved
and will be greatly missed
by her husband Trevor and
daughters Melissa, Alison
and Dianah and her four
grandchildren Will, Geor-
gina, Andrew and James.

Indigenous ceremony site
confirmed around Mullum

» continued from page 1

Meanwhile local authors
Steve Strong and his son
Evan have been trying to
confirm what they believe
is a Stone Henge-like site at
the same Mullumbimby site;
Steve told The Echo they be-
lieve large ‘standing stones’
made from columnar basalt
were brought there, but were
later removed in the 1940s.

He said, ‘We have the map
of each rock, their sacred
name, its meaning, the song
and dance for the rocks, and
now the rocks’

Strong told The Echo that as
a representative of a ‘Council
of Elders and concerned citi-
zens which contains 25 mem-
bers, their aim is to ‘recover the
standing stones and put them
back on the mound. We have
written about this in some de-
tail over the last three years’

Outcast academic

Strong relies on evidence
from an academic from the
1930s, Frederic Slater, and
correspondence with lo-
cal Brunswick Heads school
headmaster from around the
same time, Fred Fordham.

According to Strong, Slat-
er became an academic out-
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cast but was a ‘visionary well
ahead of his time’

‘His work on the standing-
stones site was known around
the world and led directly to
his academic death.

‘So great was the censor-
ship of Slater, we are yet to
find one public photograph
or acknowledgement in any
academic record.

‘What we need to do is es-
tablish the scientific validity
of the claim by a geologist’

Natural occurance

But OEH Heritage Con-
servation Officer Ashley Mo-
ran told The Echo that colum-
nar basalt rocks are naturally
occurring stones.

‘Nine times out of ten, you
could find these large stone
pillars buried around here as-
sociated with Mt Wollumbin
(Warning) being an ancient
volcano.

“You see many basalt stone
columnar assembled at the
front entrance of provide
properties locally, especially
in the Mullumbimby area it’s
a natural stone unearthed
commonly everywhere.

‘Strong’s view is contrary
to other Indigenous people’s
in the region; he added.
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Waste-reducing Sasha receives IWD award

Aslan Shand

Sasha Mainsbridge was
named NSW Local Woman
of the Year for the Ballina
electorate on International
Women's Day (IWD) for her
work in spearheading local
waste-reduction campaigns
in and around Mullumbimby.

MP Tamara Smith, mem-
ber for Ballina, says, ‘Sasha has
been a driving force behind
many local campaigns includ-
ing Zero Emissions Byron,
Plastic Free Byron and Plastic
Free July in Mullumbimby,
where she helped the Mullum
IGA phase out its plastic dis-
posable shopping bags’

‘Sasha is also involved
with the Mullumbimby Mas-
terplan Guidance Group and
Mullumbimby Chamber of
Commerce. Sasha is a great
networker and communica-
tor and really encouraging of
people and businesses to take
small steps that bring about
major changes to benefit the
whole community

Sasha says she first visited
the area in 1998 when she
came to the Blues Festival and
has always loved the area.

Tt was the year Al Gore re-
leased The Inconvenient Truth
that I realised that humans

Sasha with her tree-dwelling son, Max. Photo Jeff Dawson

were having a horrendous on-
going impact and it doesn’t
have to be this way; said Sasha.
‘On Gardening Australia
in 2014, Mullum won the
Australian community gar-
den of the year and I started
seeing all these things about
the area, like Enova Commu-
nity Energy, and Byron has a
reputation for being green’
So she decided to move
here with her two children and
use her skills from the corpo-
rate world to create change.
Starting Mullum Cares
as a business-coaching and
community-organising ser-
vice, Sasha approached Mul-
lumbimby’s IGA and other
local businesses with the idea
of creating a Mullumbimby

plastic-free July in 2016.
‘Mullum IGA was supply-

ing around 150,000 free plas-

tic bags a year to customers’

IGA bins bags

The IGA came on board
and have never looked back.

‘The customer feedback
and support was so tremen-
dous, everyone really got be-
hind us; said IGA manager
Daniel Tiffin.

‘We save around $7,000 a
year just on plastic bags and
there are other savings such
as reduced cardboard waste
owing to customers using the
boxes. I would like to thank
Sasha Mainsbridge and the
Mullum Cares group for their
overwhelming support and

Breaking free from fossil foolish banks

As part of a fortnight of
global actions against dirty
energy, concerned Byron
Shire residents will meet at
Railway Park’s rotunda at
noon on Thursday, March 23,
before walking down to the
Commonwealth Bank to ask
them to stop funding new or
expanding coal mines.

Co-organiser Emma Briggs
says, ‘Since the Paris Climate
Change agreement was signed
in December 2015, Commbank
has loaned more money to fos-
sil-fuel projects than any other
Australian bank.

“They still have a relation-
ship with [foreign miner]
Adani, through their QLD

Abbot Point refinancing deal.

She says research by Mar-
ket Forces claims, ‘in the past
year, they invested $3.886 bil-
lion in this old technology,
which could have been used to
finance clean energy instead’

m For more information
visit the Break Free Byron
Bay Facebook page.

Do you need staff?

Let ETC help you find and train the
right people to fit your business,
at no cost to you.

guidance. It feels great to
make a change’

Sasha has about eight pro-
jects on the go and Mullum
Cares has now become a not-
for-profit organisation under
the auspices of Mullum Seed.

T have a passion to relo-
calise and implement circular
economies, continued Sasha.

The story of stuff

‘It’s all about the story
of stuff — we can't just keep
pulling it out of the earth,
using it for five minutes, and
burying it’

Sasha is now working to
bring together local festival
holders and council to look
at how they can reduce waste.

‘My belief is that a coordi-
nated approach will acceler-
ate the effectiveness.

‘T have been to the local
festivals and have identified a
number of opportunities for
waste reduction. I am work-
ing with the Byron Spirit
Festival to run a small pilot
project for R&D.

‘Having festival organis-
ers at the table rather than
working in competitive silos
will help reduce the waste-
management costs.

“These are not simple so-
lutions’

YOU DON’T PAY ME...
THE LENDER DOES

Janice Ryan

Mortgage Broker
Diploma of Financial Services
27 years' lending experience
E: janice@wpff.com.au

M: 0400 364 723
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Humanity has the stars in its future, and that
future is too important to be lost under the
burden of juvenile folly and ignorant superstition.

— Isaac Asimov
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There has never
been a more important
time for independent journalism

* Rupert Murdoch’s News Corp now owns The Byron News,
Northern Star, Ballina Advocate and Tweed Daily News

« Fake news is proliferating on social media, which is
becoming a main source of news for some people

« Politicians and governments need to be held
accountable for their actions - including their tweets!

We thought a bunch of mildly annoying questions
might help, so it’s time for a readers’ survey

¢/ Tell us what we're doing right

X  Tell us where we can improve

72 Tell us about you

Complete our readers’ survey and go in the draw
to win a double 5-day pass to Bluesfest 2017!

The survey closes Friday March 31

Go to:

www.echo.net.au/readers-survey-2017

WIN!

Or fill out and return to us the printed survey on page 9
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Paddie fun and challenges down the Bruns River

A fundraiser for Brunswick Marine Rescue,
Surf Life Saving Club & Visitor Centre

MULLUM2BRUNS PADDLE
Earlybird entries are open

First entries for the Mullum2Bruns Paddle came soon
after registrations opened. Typical of the broad
attraction of the event, the first entry was a family
group from Ocean Shores while the next was a Stand
Up Paddle Challenger from the Central Coast.

Earlybird registration is the way to go

if you would like to save some money.

Adults save $5 off the normal online

fee by registering before 15 April.

il We've made online entries for families
easier than before, too.

All money raised by the Paddle goes to the Brunswick
Surf Life Saving Club, Marine Rescue and Brunswick
Heads Visitor Centre, all great local volunteer groups
working to make Brunswick Heads a better, safer
place. Consider a donation to one (or all) of these
organisations at the special page while registering.

Participate in the fun of the Paddle by joining us at the
finish at Terrace Park in Brunswick Heads. There will
be a music program from 9:30 am, activities for the
kids, food stalls, the famous Duck Race plus the
spectacle of dragon boats and outriggers.

This year's raffle prize is a Mongoboard Noosa Natural
Stand Up Paddle board with carbon fibre paddle and
bag valued at over $1500. Get tickets from April 1 at
Brunswick Heads Visitor Centre.
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The saddest aspect of life right now is that
science gathers knowledge faster than
society gathers wisdom.

— Isaac Asimov

Wife of Byron developer takes out APVO

Rodney Stevens

Police anticipate laying
charges against the developer
behind the controversial $23.5
million ‘Bangalow food pre-
cinct’ proposal following an
incident involving his wife.

Bart Elias appeared in Ball-
ina Local Court last Thursday
for the first mention of an Ap-
prehended Personal Violence
Order (APVO), taken out by
police, on behalf of his wife.

The court heard a pro-
visional APVO was put in
place following the incident,
which occurred on an un-
specified date, to protect Mrs
Elias and another person
who was not named.

Police prosecutor Ser-

geant Alison Kennedy told
the court that officers were
pursuing the matter.

‘There are likely to be
charges laid, so I am seeking
an adjournment until April 20,
Sgt Kennedy said. ‘How about
April 272 Magistrate R Denes
asked. Sgt Kennedy then ap-
plied to vary the provisional
order preventing Mr Elias
from attending the residence
where his wife is living,

‘On an interim basis I am
seeking orders one, six and
eight; she said.

The court heard the origi-
nal provisional conditions
were orders one, six and nine,
which didn't require Mr Elias
to surrender any firearms,
but prevented him from at-

tending the school where Mrs
Elias or the other protected
person attended.

Adjournment
until April 27

Ms Denes amended the
provisional Aprehended Per-
sonal Violence Order to cov-
er orders one, six and eight,
and adjourned proceedings
until April 27.

This means if Mr Elias
breaches any of the follow-
ing orders it could lead to a
criminal offence and he can
be charged:

Order 1: Assault, molest,
harass, threaten or otherwise
interfere with Mrs Elias or a
person with whom she has a

domestic relationship.

Order 6: Mr Elias must not
approach or contact Mrs Elias
by any means whatsoever, ex-
cept through his legal repre-
sentative, or as authorised by
a parenting order under the
Family Law Act.

Order 8: Mr Elias must
surrender all firearms and re-
lated licences to police.

As the proposed Lismore
Road location of the ‘Banga-
low Food Precinct’ is valued
at more than $20 million,
development approval rests
with the Joint Regional Plan-
ning Panel (JRRP), not Byron
Shire Council.

The JRRP is yet to decide
on development consent for
the 26.6-hectare site.

Rock-throwing youths sought

About 12.45am on Saturday
March 18, three young males
were seen throwing rocks at
a shop window on The Beach
Avenue, South Golden Beach.

The rocks damaged two
large windows of the premises.

The males are described
as being aged about 15 to 16
years old with one of them
having blond hair. Anyone
with information is asked to
contact Crime Stoppers on
1800 333 000.

The news has been de-
scribed as disturbing by
South Golden Beach Com-
munity Association secretary

Angela Dunlop.

She told The Echo, ‘Con-
struction of the new skatepark
and playground at SGB is due
to commence in April’

‘Hopefully this recreation-
al infrastructure will provide
a healthy alternative distrac-
tion for our youth, which
will ultimately decrease these
incidents of wanton vandal-
ism... One can only hope’

Ms Dunlop also called on
the recent dog-attack victim
on the beach to report it to
Council as, ‘residents are con-
cerned and fearful that the
aggressive dog is still at large’

Consciousness v Catastrophe
book launch March 24

Local author Gillian Ross will
launch her new book Con-
sciousness v Catastrophe at the
Byron Bay Library on Friday
March 24 from 10.30am.

She says, “The current cri-
ses besetting humanity call
for a revolution in conscious-
ness and a mystical renais-
sance that will bring about a
whole new story of what it
means to be human’

The book introduces the
reader to the new philosophy
of evolutionary spiritual-
ity, says Ross, which engages

‘visionary scientists, philoso-
phers and spiritual thinkers
across the planet’.

New philosophy

‘They are forging a new
understanding of evolution
that honours science, re-
frames culture and radically
updates spirituality’

The book is made up of
two parts: the big picture of
evolution and the new story
of evolutionary spirituality.
The book also includes quota-
tions and website references.

Doof-party partaker calls for solutions

» continued from page 1
said he also hoped the doofer
fined $750 ‘alerts everyone
who attends these doofs that
they share in the culpability’

‘Also the organiser of the
doof at Cosy Corner last
Saturday night was given an
on-the-spot $3,000 fine by
police, which hopefully will
become a regular punish-
ment; he said.

Mullumbimby Civic Hall, Dalley Street, Mullumbimby

=4 Opening Night - 5:30 pm Thursday 23 March 2017

enelle on or 66844299
Belle on 6626 7226

" Artwork by Nickolla Clark
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“The problem is that with
such a regular turnover of
tourists and students we are
constantly faced with new
arrivals. Friends of Tallow
Creek call upon tourist and
student accommodation pro-
viders to provide an induc-
tion for their customers to
stop this continuing.

“Tourists and overseas stu-
dents trashing our national
parks for their fun cannot be
tolerated any longer.

‘Our wildlife are under in-
creasing threats owing to a
plethora of other activities.
We can not allow them to be
driven out of their remaining
refuges in our national parks.

Mr James said Council and
national park rangers were
called to the beach doof party
to help police following many
complaints by residents.

‘Erected at the site were
a marquee, D] equipment
and lights. There were at
least 200 people in attend-
ance. Most were consuming
alcohol. Plus, there were up
to six bonfires lit with wood
obtained from the national

park; he said.

‘Police seized the equip-
ment and shut the party down.

“The party-goers trampled
the sensitive dunes and left
rubbish, including broken
glass. Plus there was a high
fire risk and a total fire ban
in place. National parks are
environmentally sensitive ar-
eas. They are not locations to
hold parties. This young man
has learnt the hard way that it
is far better to hold an event
in an approved venue!

National Parks and Wild-
life Service manager Sue
Walker urged locals to report
illegal activity in the parks.

Venue needed

Meanwhile a longtime lo-
cal who was involved in beach
dance parties over ten years
ago told The Echo that back
then the only issues were too
many cars and occasional
noise complaints.

‘Rubbish was always taken
away, they said, ‘and as locals
we were mindful to leave the
environment as we found it

He supported the view of

Byron Shire Echo archives:

other residents that backpack-
ers were responsible for the re-
cent parties and they have ‘no
respect or awareness for the
area they are trashing’

‘The hostels and back-
packer’s accommodation
also need to step up, he said,
‘and make sure everyone who
stays in the Bay knows the
damage the beach parties
cause, and the risks’

‘One backpacker being
fined is not going to stop the
next party. These people are
not aware of the history’

A solution, he said, would
be a designated dance party
area, either on an open beach
or around town, which could
be properly managed.

‘Not everyone wants to go
to bed early... what's needed
is an all-night venue - some-
where remote enough and
soundproofed. That way po-
lice know where it is and it
would be contained.

‘It’s sad there is so much
negative press with this -
there is a section of commu-
nity who just want to dance
and do the right thing’

www.echo.net.au/byron-echo
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IQ management defends record

Spill called over community-managed land as Coroner delays 2014 death enquiry

Hans Lovejoy

A public tussle has erupted
over a parcel of community-
managed land located op-
posite the Cavanbah Sports
Centre on Ewingsdale Road,
known as Island Quarry (IQ).

Founding member Dar-
ren Hiller Smith - along with
some other residents - have
challenged the IQ manage-
ment board with claims of 20
years of inaction’

And while the claims are
rejected by IQ Reserve Trust
president Shane Rennie,
mayor Simon Richardson also
supports a shakeup, telling The
Echo, 20 years of inaction de-
mands that the time has come
for new energy and commu-
nity members to assist.

In 2014, the quarry claimed
the life of Brendan Vickery af-
ter his clifttop jump into wa-
ter below. The coroner’s court
confirmed with The Echo that
an inquiry was planned this
month but has been delayed.

Around 15 people met on
Friday March 3 onsite, spark-
ing accusations and denials
between Hiller Smith and
Rennie over trespass threats.

A smaller group met again
onsite last week and call
themselves Friends of IQ.

In1997 - apparently a much
more congenial and happier
time - a group of residents
brokered a plan to transform
the former quarry into a com-
munity hub. A Reserve Trust
was appointed by the minister
at the time to manage the land
in perpetuity.

The vision at the time, ac-
cording to www.iq.org.au,
was ‘to create a social and
artistic enterprise in a wider
cultural and tourist initiative.

Remarkably Rennie told
The Echo that that quote from
the website is ‘incorrect’ and
instead said, ‘Our vision is to
create a model for sustainable
living through environmen-
tal, economic and social ac-
tivity. We aim to demonstrate
environmentally sustainable
practices while protecting and
enhancing the natural and
scenic values. Island Quarry
is fostering local arts, environ-
ment, new industries and sus-
tainable technologies, while
recognising and promoting
valuable cultural heritage that
relates to our region’

At the March 3 meeting of
Friends of IQ, chairperson Su-
sie Handran-Smith, secretary
Laura Cornelius and treasurer
Gabby Rossati were appointed.

Mr Hiller Smith com-
menced with a brief history

1Q on Ewingsdale Road remains closed. Photo Hans Lovejoy

1Q Inc breakdown

Rennie declined to provide the IQ constitution, but said it is

the ‘standard constitution with a couple of special resolutions.
The minister appointed IQ Association Inc as the ‘corporate

manager of the Island Quarry Reserve Trust, Rennie says.

The IQ Association Inc committee members are (president)

Shane Rennie, Bronwyn Kidd, Tim Rabbidge, Helen Stickley-

Thompson and Alex Polo.

As for who comprises the IQ Trustee, Rennie says it is the
same members as the 1Q Assoc Inc, but includes an Arakwal

Corporation representative.

There are 35 members of IQ, according to Rennie.
IQ Inc leases the Mullumbimby Railway Station for office
space and also ‘provides affordable space there for other

community groups and artists!

Rennie says IQ presents the Byron All Shorts short-film
competition alongside its [Mullum] Flickerfest tour screenings.

Flickerfest Sydney is a ten-day film festival held annually in
Bondi which also presents a national tour.

IQ is a not-for-profit, but ASIC records show Flickerfest, of
which 1Q Association Inc committee member Bronwyn Kidd
is a director, is a for-profit company. Until recently, the home
page for www.ig.org.au included a promotion for Mullum
Flickerfest screenings and Byron All Shorts short-film comp.

of the quarry and the found-
ing of the original IQ com-
mittee and acknowledged IQ
president Shane Rennie’s con-
tribution to the project.

Friends of IQ

The aim, say the minutes
of the meeting, is to encour-
age public involvement and
access, and to, ‘express our
concerns regarding current
management and pre-empt
any negative community out-
comes regarding the Reserve!

The minutes also say that ‘it
was agreed that those present
would again attempt to join
the IQ Crown Reserve Trust
and to document their efforts

Brendan Vickery’s death
was raised at the meeting,
and the ‘number of people
who had suffered serious
injury at the site, apparently
through inadequate safety
management of the site’

The minutes say, ‘Several
people noted that this ap-
peared to be a closed shop and
despite efforts made by several
people to join the small group
which comprise the Reserve
Trust, it appeared that efforts
to join were rebuffed. It was
noted that requests for infor-

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au

mation from the trust had not
been responded to’

John Anderson, aka Fast
Bucks, was at the meeting,
and told The Echo that Mr
Hiller Smith was instrumental
in starting IQ. ‘Tt was his cha-
risma that got it going; he said.

But Rennie told The Echo
he disputes all allegations
from the meeting, including
safety management and in-
stead said that, in 22 years,
no-one has been refused
membership except Hiller
Smith, and that everyone is
encouraged to be a part of IQ.

Regarding the early days of
the formation of the group, he
says, ‘Darren was only one of
many people with charisma
who were all prepared to assist
with all the initial hard work.
This work continued after
Darren left Byron Shire, espe-
cially to address and rectify all
the problems he left behind’

What'’s the plan?

So what has happened
since 2000 - except a death
and a number of serious
spinal injuries as a result of
jumping from the cliffs into
the waterhole below?

IQ has had a ‘closed’ sign

up for many years.

Rennie told The Echo that
in recent years ‘much has been
accomplished, notwithstand-
ing the Reserve being subject
to limited public-access provi-
sions that have applied to the
Island Quarry since this very
sad incident in 2014,

During this time to the
present, Rennie says, ‘Private
activities and functions such
as weddings, ceremonies, re-
ceptions, small workshops and
film shoots are still being held.

As for supporting com-
munity events, Rennie says
his is the ‘only organisation
in the Shire that offers afford-
able public liability insurance
cover and IQ supports Fuku-
shima fundraisers, life draw-
ing classes, music gigs, kids’
face painting, community
rallies and the like. “The list
goes on and on, he said.

As for the future plans
for the site, a 2010 DA was
approved with conditions,
which include roadwork ac-
cess on Ewingsdale Road and
stormwater plans/works.

Those particulars are being
finalised with Council, Ren-
nie says, with other conditions
stipulating detailed engineer-
ing plans for driveways, park-
ing areas and an access road.

The approval allows four
annual community fundrais-
ing events, four annual theatre
events and three special events.
A maximum of 87 people is
approved for these events.

Additionally, approval
allows using the land as a
‘primitive camping ground’

Yet with the coronial rec-
ommendations still to be de-
termined, IQ’s future is still
unknown.

Mayor Simon Richardson
told The Echo, T support get-
ting this wonderful commu-
nity asset open and used by
the community and for IQ to
realise the vision that Darren,
Shane and so many others had
for it - to become a commu-
nity gathering-space treasure.

‘Unfortunately it hasn't
been in the 20 years since the
community gained manage-
ment control of it and this has
to change’

The mayor says he looks
forward to ‘more members,
new management members
and a renewed vigour to bring
this space to life’

He also said he ‘sincerely
hopes the current manage-
ment committee accepts Dar-
ren and others into the fold for
the good of IQ’

m Full story on Echonetdaily
www.echo.net.au
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Healthcare in crisis: report

Aslan Shand

The NSW health system con-
tinues to be in a state of cri-
sis, according to the recent
quarterly report from the in-
dependent Bureau of Health
Information (BHI).

It's prompted calls by the
Australian Medical Associa-
tion NSW (AMA NSW) for
the immediate lifting of the
budget indexation freeze, im-
posed by the previous Abbott
government.

AMA NSW president
Professor Brad Frankum says
the ongoing record-breaking
numbers of patients present-
ing at NSW hospitals shows
a complete failure to address
healthcare needs.

He said, ‘In 2016, all-time
records were broken at the
beginning of the year and
then again at the end of the
year for emergency depart-
ment presentations.

‘The proportion of pa-
tients in the more urgent tri-
age categories is increasing
and 2016 also saw all-time re-
cords broken for the number
of sicker patients who need to
be admitted to hospital from
the emergency department.

‘More urgent cases re-

SECRET SOUNDS PRESENTS THE 17TH ANNUAL MUSIC AND ARTS FESTIVAL -

SPLENDOU

BYRON
PARKLANDS §

quire more time and re-
sources to treat and that’s
left performance measures
against things like the four-
hour rule paralysed’

North coast emergency
department data show pa-
tients had lengthy waits.

In Lismore, 31.3 per cent
of patients waited longer than
four hours; in Ballina, 20.1
per cent; in Grafton, 19.2 per
cent and in Tweed, 18.2 per
cent. The statewide average is
25.7 per cent.

Prof Frankum says that
like everywhere else in NSW,
hospitals on the north coast
are extremely busy.

Lismore ED busier
than Sydney

He said, ‘In fact, Lismore
Hospital was admitting more
than 40 per cent of its emer-
gency department presenta-
tions to hospital’

“To put it in perspective, it
was admitting a greater pro-
portion of patients to hospi-
tal from the ED than Royal
North Shore, one of Sydney’s
busiest hospitals.

‘While at Ballina, there was
an explosion in the number of
triage-one and triage-two pa-
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tients — people who need the
most urgent treatment.

‘Tt would certainly ap-
pear that the underfunding
of general practice is starting
to result in people presenting
to hospitals with more severe
illnesses that may have been
prevented if they had better
access to a GP

Elective surgery

BHI data also show that
north coast hospitals continue
to be under enormous pressure
as official elective surgery wait-
ing lists grew to 4,658 patients —
an increase of 276 patients over
the same period a year ago.

Elective surgery includes:
cataract removal; hip replace-
ments; knee replacements;
gall bladder; ear, nose and
throat; and tonsillectomies.

But Northern NSW Lo-
cal Health District (NNSW
LHD) welcomed the report
regarding elective surgery
performance.

NNSW LHD chief execu-
tive Wayne Jones told The
Echo, “The report indicates
that many hospitals within
the NNSW LHD have seen
an increase in numbers of
elective surgeries being per-
formed.

‘At Murwillumbah District
Hospital and Grafton Base
Hospital, which have seen
some of the biggest increases
in elective surgery numbers,
the percentage of patients
being treated within recom-
mended timeframes has in-
creased compared with the
same quarter last year’

Nonetheless around ten
per cent of elective surgery
patients waited more than
300 days for surgery at north
coast hospitals, excluding
Ballina and Maclean.

Fed responsibility

‘Doctors and other staff
members at hospitals are un-
der incredible stress, as un-
precedented patient loads just
keep increasing in number;
continued Prof Frankum.

‘The Commonwealth
needs to move immediately to
appropriately fund healthcare
and this includes lifting the in-
dexation freeze and address-
ing the years of underfunding
this has contributed to.

‘It needs to commit to
long-term certainty of hos-
pital funding and to develop
a comprehensive vision for
our health system based on
making Australians healthier!

Bulk buy offer for

-

solar, batteries

o B

The Enova Energy team, who are on board with a community
bulk buy of renewable products. Photo Jeff Dawson

A community bulk buy for
solar and batteries is being
organised for the northern
rivers, with the first free event
planned for Mullumbimby
on Tuesday April 4.

It's a partnership between
COREM and Enova Com-
munity, who have joined with
social-enterprise organisa-
tion Suncrowd.

The aim, say organisers is
‘to take solar and batteries to
as many households in the
region as possible by making
the process easy and acces-
sible, at lower prices!

Suncrowd claims a ten to
25 per cent reduction on NSW
average prices will be on offer.

Additionally, some of the
funds from the bulk buy will
go towards local renewable
projects.

COREMs Rob Passey says
it fits their drive for 100 per
cent renewables.

‘We're excited about this
opportunity to bring the com-
munity together and help peo-
ple install hundreds more solar
PV systems.

Alison Crook from Enova
Community added, “This is
a great chance for people to
move to solar to help protect
themselves from rising en-
ergy prices.

m For more info visit www.
suncrowd.com.au.

LOCAL TIX SALE
THE NORTHERN HOTEL

TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR RESIDENTS
WITH POSTCODES 2478

THRU 2484

HELPFUL INFO: Residents can purchase tickets for up to 4

people. Please set up a MOSHTIX account in advance

at MOSHTIX.COM.AU to make your purchase process
faster and easier on the day. For further information

on the local tickets sale and eligible postcodes email:
answers@splendourinthegrass.com

NO CASH SALES OREFTPOS.
PAYMENT BY VISA OR MASTERCARD
CREDIT / DEBIT CARDS ONLY

Byron Shire Echo archives: www.echo.net.au/byron-echo
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Festival site seeks
trial extension

With North Byron Parklands
(Parklands) now in its final
year of operation under the
current trial approval from
the Department of Planning
and Environment (DP&E), it
is seeking an extension.

The Yelgun festival site is
home to Splendour In The
Grass and Falls festivals.

General manager Mat
Morris says that under the
current trial approval, Falls
Festival Byron 17/18 cannot
operate.

“The modification seeks to
extend the trial period dates
by an additional 20 months
to August 31, 2019.

‘There are no other
changes to the concept plan
and project approval being
sought’

Morris says that Parklands’

submission for permanancy
has resulted in it having to ad-
dress Secretary’s Environmen-
tal Assessment Requirements
(SEARs), which was issued
January 18, 2017.

‘The SEARSs is a compre-
hensive list of environmental
assessment requirements for
the proposal; he says.

As Parklands is ‘commit-
ted to wholly responding to
the requirements, Morris says
detailed expert analysis, as-
sessments and consultation
will need to be undertaken.

‘Owing to the extensive
nature of the SSD, it is envis-
aged that the assessment and
approval timelines for the
permanent application will
extend well beyond the expi-
ration of the Parklands trial
approval period, he said.

Shark net impacts highlighted
at Quiksilver surfing comp

Surfer Steph Gilmore from last weekend. Photo Jeff Dawson

Members of north coast ma-
rine conservation groups con-
verged on the Roxy Pro and
the Quiksilver Pro Surfing
competitions at Coolangatta
last Saturday calling for the
removal of shark nets.

Dean Jefferys from the Mi-
galoo 2 marine conservation
foundation said, ‘Many surfers
are concerned both about be-
ing safe while surfing and also

wanting to live in harmony
with other marine creatures.
‘Snapper Rocks is flanked
by a string of shark nets that
have killed hundreds of marine
creatures since their placement.
We want to raise the issue
about the effectiveness and the
impact of the current shark-
net program on other sea users
and offer more effective and
non-lethal alternatives.
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Smart meter challenge results in removal

An Echo reader, who wishes
to remain anonymous, has
told of their difficult - yet fi-
nally successful - experience
of getting a smart meter un-
installed at their home.

Smart meters collect and
transmit wireless data and
sends it back to the util-
ity company. They do so by
using microwaves or radio-
frequency radiation, just like
your mobile phone or wire-
less router at home.

A smart meter produces
microwave non-ionising ra-
diation that penetrates the
walls of your home 24/7, 365
days a year.

The Echo says they are un-
safe, although utility compa-
nies argue that the radiation
being emitted is non-ionising
and is therefore safe.

The reader said, Late last
year, AGL and Origin En-
ergy installed smart meters
on homes across Byron Shire
without direct permission

from the homeowners’
‘These two companies
chose an “opt out” system,
whereby they left a note stat-
ing their intention to install
a smart meter and if no-one
responded, this would be
considered consent.

Caught by surprise

“This has caught quite a
few Byron Shire residents by
surprise.

‘T was away overseas and
had not returned in time to
“opt out” Another resident
had tenants in her house
who had disregarded the
note from Origin Energy (not
even knowing what a ‘smart’
meter was) and did not notify
the owner.

Tt was a hard-fought long
battle to have the smart meter
replaced with a non-remotely
read (not-EMF) digital meter.

‘This process took five
months of hard work involv-
ing writing numerous letters,

FRIEND OVER
FOR DRINKS?

Make sure your bathroom tiles match the
mood with our expert tileologists in the

SERVICE DIRECTORY

-~ See pages 36-40 7 T—n_
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months of phone calls and a
case with the NSW Energy
Ombudsman.

‘At every step, I was told
by Origin Energy that it was
not possible to reverse a me-
ter once it has been installed.

“This is not true.

‘Last week, I had the case
resolved and have finally
been granted permission
to have my smart meter re-
moved (at a cost of $250 for
the new meter).

The reader said the Aus-
tralian Energy Market Op-
erator (AEMO) and the office
of Fair Trading NSW advised
the Energy & Water Om-
budsman NSW that:

o There is currently no
AEMO policy or regulation

in NSW that prevents a smart
meter reversion or installing
another meter

o There is a prevention
[order] with reversing smart
meters in Victoria, but this
not the case for NSW for the
time being.

o Part A, section 2.6 of the
AEMO Metrology Proce-
dure is a procedure applied
preventing a reversion of an
interval meter back to a ba-
sic meter.

This procedure does not
apply to smart meters being
reversed to a digital meter

m Those wanting to remove
smart meters will need to con-
tact alevel-two electrician (Ac-
credited Service Provider) to
do the meter reversion.
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THE MULLUMBIMBY STEINER SCIRROL

Shearwater, the Mullumbimby Steiner School, established in
1993, is now a double-streamed K-12 school with more than
120 teachers and staff and 620 students. The school includes
an Early Learning Centre, a Trade Skills Centre, working farm
and gardens managed according to biodynamic principles;
and hosts a range of highly regarded community festivals,
workshops and events throughout the year.

We are currently seeking to recruit a Head of School to
consolidate and guide the School’s future direction and vision.
The successful applicant, with the support of an inspiring
and dedicated executive team and highly skilled teachers,
is responsible for overall school management, educational
excellence, community engagement and student wellbeing.

The ideal applicant will have:

* Demonstrated understanding and experience of Steiner’s
educational philosophy;

¢ Approximately 10 years’ Independent Schools management
experience across strategic, financial, organisational and
resource functions;

* Proven ability to build and sustain collaborative relationships
with the Board, the Executive team, the College of Teachers
and the wider School community;

* Ability to plan, prioritise and deliver high-level strategic
objectives through practical implementation strategies;

e Ability to impartially manage workplace relationships,
performance and change management processes with
sensitivity and professionalism; and

* Qutstanding written and verbal communication skills.

The successful applicant will have personal and professional
integrity, be inspiring and innovative, compassionate, and
demonstrate good judgment, common sense, resilience and
strength of character.

For further information, including how to apply, please
visit our website www.shearwater.nsw.edu.au or email
your application to vickil @ shearwater.nsw.edu.au.
Applications close Tuesday 4 April 2017
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Brewery’s latest drop

Jean, Nikki, Grace and Will celebrated the launch of the Byron Bay Brewery's new old beer
the Dark One, and St Paddys day last Friday. Photo Jeff ‘Never Said No To Beer’ Dawson

Auxiliary raises funds for cardiac machine

Byron Bay Hospital Auxil-
iary (BBHA) say their recent
fundraising efforts will buy a
state-of-the art Lucas 2 cardi-
ac compression device for By-
ron Central Hospital (BCH).
Additionally eight new ob-
servation machines have been
purchased, and a new interac-
tive kids’ play centre has been
installed in the waiting room.
BBHA president Mollie

>

catchments?

enters our catchments.

Do you want to know more about water
sensitive design for your homes and gardens
and identify ways to change your behaviour

to help create healthy, sustainable and living

As part of the World Water Day celebrations
Council is inviting the community to a FREE
presentation to learn more about water
sensitive home and garden design: Saturday
25 March at the Cavanbah Centre, Byron Bay
(9am to 2pm). Jerry Coleby-Williams (ABC
Gardening Australia) will be there to inspire
you with practical ways to create productive
and water sensitive homes and gardens.

Water sensitive designs seek to minimise

the impacts of the human environment by

the management and conservation of water.
Densely planted native species in buffer strips
and raingardens can help filter and reduce
stormwater, improving the quality of water
flowing into our catchments. If you have a
creek or river on your property, planting it with
native species will prevent erosion, create
wildlife corridors and filter the water before it

The multi-award winning Byron Bay Integrated
Water Management Reserve (Byron Bay
Wetlands) was constructed on the principles

Strong said this year will see
the total funds contributed by
the BBHA over the past ten
years reach $500,000.

65-year history

She said, “Throughout its
65-year history, the Byron Bay
Hospital Auxiliary has had a
dedicated band of women and
men who have volunteered
to raise funds for specialist

equipment to support patients
and staff!

‘These particular equip-
ment purchases are the result
of raflles, charity golf days,
collections and garage sales
all undertaken by a small
band of wonderful people.

‘Volunteering is a selfless
task, and relies on a very
strong commitment which is
the service to others’

remove pollutants from the water cycle.

Prior to release into our local waterways,

the physical and biological processes act to
refine the treated effluent from the Byron Bay
Sewage Treatment Plant. Native species were
specifically planted for their unique water
treatment and transpiration properties.

The wetland cells are engineered to slow
the movement of water and allow natural
processes to remove, convert or disinfect
pollutants; all while utilising the transpiration
properties of the plants as a flow path

for assimilating the water back into the
environment.

Driver charged for entermg floodwaters

A man who drove his car 30
metres into floodwater near
Corndale (between Clunes
and Bexhill) last week not
only lost his car but also
copped an infringement no-
tice from police.

Police allege the man ig-
nored council signs which
said, ‘Stop. Water Over Road,
and instead drove through
the water despite another ve-
hicle already being stuck.

He got about 30 metres
before his back tyre went off
the road and the engine was
flooded with water.

An SES member saw the
man’s predicament and con-
tacted emergency services.

A short time later, police,

Pictured is a Main Arm driver taklng arisk. Photo Jeff Dawson

SES and ambulance attended,
and the SES crew was able to
remove the man from his vehi-
cle and take him to the north-
ern end of the floodwater.
Police said the man’s vehi-
cle was left in the floodwaters

because it could not be re-
moved safely at the time.

Police said the driver
would be issued an infringe-
ment notice for the offence
of ‘wilfully disregard barrier
regulating traffic’

Environmentalist threatened by govcorp

Local environmentalist and
North East Forest Alliance
(NEFA) member Dailan
Pugh says he has been threat-
ened by the NSW Forestry
Corporation with a $2,200
fine if he returns to meet with
the Environment Protection
Authority (EPA) at the Gib-
beragee State Forest.

Pugh says he was invited
by the EPA to the forest, lo-
cated just north of Maclean,
on March 10, ‘to show them

World Water Day 2017

Why WaStewater Saturday 25 March

@'} Let’s get more sensitive about water

of water sensitive design. The wetland cells
are shallow, densely-planted and the man-
made ponds provide a natural way to treat and

What can you do in your backyard?

There are a number of simple and creative
ways things you can do at your home.

breaches I had identified a
month earlier]

He says he was ordered to
leave by the Forestry Corpo-
ration before he could show
the EPA the breaches.

‘They must have a lot to
hide, Pugh said. T find it
outrageous that the Forestry
Corporation can threaten to
fine me $2,200 for exposing
their illegal logging, while the
EPA usually only give them
warning letters or token $300

Learning to live sensitively with water
Program - Saturday 25 March

fines for offences such as log-
ging rainforest, cutting down
ancient trees many hundreds
of years old, bulldozing illegal
roads through creeks, or log-
ging koala high-use areas.
Pugh said the letter was
ironically written to him on
the ‘International Day of For-
ests, and calls on lands and
forestry minister Paul Toole to
allow him to complete his au-
dit of Gibberagee, ‘and to show
the EPA the breaches we find’

Installing a rain water tank is one of the
simplest things to do to make your home and
garden more water sensitive. Get inspired and
build a raingarden, use porous paving, create
a green wall or green roof, choose the right
plants for your soil, plant local native varieties
and water wise plants.

=l The new My Local Native
Garden will be launched
in celebration of World
a Water Day to highlight the
importance of creating
# a home and garden
|| that is water sensitive.
& Published by Brunswick
Valley Landcare, the
‘My Local Native Garden’ 44-page booklet is
packed with information to help you design,
plant and maintain your own native garden.
This hugely popular book has been updated
to include new sections on ‘Landscaping for
Water Quality’ and ‘How to Attract Wildlife to
your Garden’.

FREE copies of the booklet will be available.

Bring your binoculars and check out the wetlands on World Water Day - Saturday, 25 March 2017.

9.00am  Welcome to Country

9.30am  Solar Sunflower: Dr Barry Hill

10.00am Water Sensitive Garden Design:
Jerry Coleby-Williams (ABC
Gardening Show)

11.00am Launch of “My Local Native
Garden” Booklet

11.30am Use of Wastewater for the Reha-
bilitation of Flood Plains: Dr Mark
Bayley and Damian McCann

12.00pm Water Sensitive Coastal Living
— what we’re doing for deep
resilience: Dr Mary Gardner

12.30pm Birds of Wetlands: Jan Olley

1.00pm  School Colouring Competition —
announcement of winners

2.00pm Close

In recognition of World Water Day the Byron Bay
Wetlands will be open to the public.

The day will feature excursions into the wet-
lands and electric buggies will transport the
flock into the Byron Bay Wetlands. The Jacana
Walking Trail will show you the way and the By-
ron Bird Buddies will be onsite to talk all things
birds. Meet at the Cavanbah Centre - no
bookings needed. All weather event.

www.byron.nsw.gov.au
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2017 Echo Readers’ Survey

Complete this survey quickly and easily online! Go to:
www.echo.net.au/readers-survey-2017

1. How often do you view or access the following?

Every day Every week  Occasionally Rarely or never
The Byron Shire Echo L] L] [] []
Echonetdaily [] L] L] L]
Ballina Advocate ] U] L] L]
Northern Star L] L] L] L]
Northern Rivers Echo [] L] L] L]
Byron Shire News [] L] L] L]
Tweed Border Mail ] U] L] L]
Bay FM ] U] L] L]
Body and Soul Magazine L] Ll L] L]
Byron Bazaar L] L] [] []
Tweed Sun [] [] L] L]
Commercial TV ] U] L] L]
Commercial Radio ] U] L] L]
2.Thinking of the PRINTED Byron Echo,

how would you rate the following areas?

Excellent Good Fair Poor
Coverage of local stories [] [] L] L]
Integrity and trustworthiness [] [] [] []
Balance of ads and content [] [] [] []
Design and appearance [] [] L] L]
Support of local community groups [] L] L] L]
Comments:
3.Thinking of the ONLINE Echonetdaily,

how would you rate the following areas?

Excellent Good Fair Poor
Coverage of local stories L] L] L] L]
Integrity and trustworthiness [] [] [] []
Balance of ads and content [] [] [] []
Design and appearance [] L] L] []
Support of local community groups [] [] [] []
Comments:

4. Rate your interest in reading the following in the PRINTED Byron Echo

Very interested
Local news
State, world and national news
Community events, protests and fundraisers
Celebrities and gossip
Healthy living
Fashion and beauty
Education and parenting
Food, wine, restaurant and food production
Letters to the editor
Business community
Real estate
Entertainment and gig guide
Cinema guide
Environmental issues
Sport
Mandy Nolan’s Soapbox column
The editor’s Editorial column
Mungo MacCallum’s political column
Television guide
Latest innovations
Travel

Y O O A I N

Interested  Occasionally interested Not interested

Y O O A I N
Y O O A I N
Y O O A I N

5. Rate your interest in reading the following in the ONLINE

Echonetdaily
Very interested

Local news

State, world and national news

Community events, protests and fundraisers

Celebrities and gossip

Healthy living

Fashion and beauty

Education and parenting

Food, wine, restaurant and food production

Letters to the editor

Business community

Real estate

Entertainment and gig guide

Cinema guide

Environmental issues

Sport

Mandy Nolan’s Soapbox column

The editor’s Editorial column

Mungo MacCallum’s political column

Television guide

Latest innovations

Travel

DOOOoOodgoooodoooodaoo oo

Interested  Occasionally interested Not interested

DOOOoOodgoooodoooodaoo oo
DOOOoOodgoooodoooodaoo oo
DOOOoOodgoooodoooodaoo oo

6. Which (if any) of the following
do you intend to purchase in the

next 12 months?
(You may select more than one)
New home
New car
Flowers
Solar panels
Electric car
Cosmetics/nutrition supplies
Tours/hotel reservations
Electronic equipment
Airline ticket/reservations
Clothing/accessories/shoes
Books
Insurance
Car hire
Event tickets

O00O0O00O0OOOOOOO

7.What is your gender?
Female [ ] Male []

8. Agerange
Under 18

18-25

26-35

36-45

46-55

56-65

Over 65

HEnnn.

9.Where do you live?
(Suburb)

10. Are you the owner or
decision-maker of a business?
Yes [ ] No []

11. How much total combined
money did all members of your
HOUSEHOLD earn last year?

$0 t0 $9,999

$10,000 to $24,999

$25,000 to $49,999

$50,000 to $74,999
$75,000 to $99,999
$100,000 to $124,999
$125,000 to $149,999
$150,000 to $174,999
$175,000 to $199,999
$200,000 and up

Prefer not to answer

DOOooooddno0

12. Generally speaking, do you
usually think of yourself as a
Green, Labor, Coalition voter
or other?

Green

Labor

Lib/Nats Coalition

Prefer not to answer

Other (please specify)

OO

13. Which of the following
best describes your current
occupation?

Agriculture, forestry and fishing

Food services, restaurants and catering

Construction

Wholesale trade

Retail trade

Accommodation

Transport, postal and warehousing

Manufacturing

Information media and telecommunications

Healthcare, health support and social assistance

Arts and recreation services

Financial and insurance services

Real estate, rental and hiring services

Professional, scientific and technical services

Administrative and support services

Public administration and safety

Education and training

Other services

Retired

Not currently employed

Home duties

Other (please specify)

N O O

14. How likely is it that you would
recommend The Echo to a

friend or colleague?

0 = not at all likely
10 = extremely likely
Please circle one number on the scale below:

0o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

<-Not at all likely Extremely likely —>

15. Thanks for helping us by
completing our survey!
Please enter your preferred
contact details for your chance
to win 2 x 5-day passes to the
2017 Bluesfest in April.

Phone:

Email:

Please return your completed
survey to The Echo by 5pm
Thursday March 30.

Drop it off or post it to:
The Echo

6 Village Way (off Stuart Street)
Mullumbimby NSW 2482

Complete our readers’ survey and
go in the draw to win a double 5-day
pass to Bluesfest 2017!

Complete this survey quickly and easily online! Go to:
www.echo.net.au/readers-survey-2017

Online survey submissions close Friday March 31.

THE BYRON SHIRE
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Nature’s little memo

Byron Shire dodged a few bullets in the recent wet.

While Goonengerry at one stage copped a dump of more
than 200mm, at least the flooding generally was light. A little
further south, however, the highway was cut at New Italy
and photos from Dorrigo National Park showed a monstrous
waterfall crashing beside the road.

The wet is Nature's little memo: Dear human, don't take too
much for granted. | can sweep you and your car away in water. |
can cut you off from food and power. Your life is in my hands.

It's a good introduction to the real subtropics for newcom-
ers and a good reminder for longer-term residents. In a nation
fortunately not riven by war, it's an instruction manual in
survival techniques. Stock up on food and water. Buy candles
and matches, have a spare flashlight. Learn to live with less.

And especially, do not drive your car through the frigging
floodwaters. Even a few centimetres of water can sweep you
away. The history of local tragedy, of residents being swept off
causeways in a night of torrential rain, is too easily forgotten.

The rain also points out faults in infrastructure, both new
and old. Newly developed hard surfaces redirect water in un-
expected ways. Jonson Street in Byron Bay floods as usual and
everyone wonders why the stormwater ‘system’ doesn’t work
- as usual. Mullumbimby’s ancient pipes are overwhelmed. All
the toxic shit that lay in paddocks and backyards is swept into
waterways and often out into the ocean, sometimes to join
the rubbish newly arrived from ships at sea.

Overall we've got off pretty lightly this time. We've forgot-
ten what big cyclones are really like, for instance, way back
in 1974. You can read the history of their impact at bom.gov.
au/cyclone/history/nsw.shtml. All that expensively preserved
beachfront can be destroyed in no time at all.

Climate science tells us to expect more extreme weather
events. Battening down against heavy rain followed by sear-
ing heat may become the norm as weather patterns become
unpredictable.

According to a 2015 study published in Nature Climate
Change, one in five extreme rain events experienced glob-
ally are a result of the 0.85°C global rise in temperature
since the Industrial Revolution, as power plants, factories
and cars continue to pump out greenhouse gas emissions:
http://go.nature.com/2ngof2a.

In the same year as that study, Nature sent us an even
sterner memo. The temperature at an Argentine research
base near the northern tip of the Antarctic reached 17.5°C, the
equivalent of a mild autumn evening in Mullum. The Antarctic
usually averages from -10°C on the continent’s coast to -60°C
in the interior.

If the push towards renewable energy continues to be
dragged down by fossil-fuel follies, expect more opportuni-
ties to expand your survival skills.

- Michael McDonald

The Byron Shire Echo
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Nicholas Shand
1948-1996
Founding Editor

General Manager Simon Haslam
Editor Hans Lovejoy
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Surprise! We have a nation-building PM

aving been rabbiting
on for weeks about en-
ergy, Malcolm Turn-

bull has finally managed to
summon up a little for himself.

True, his big announce-
ments about gas and hydro
last week were more sound
and fury than action: just what
and when the benefits may be
are, to put it mildly, optimistic.
But at least he can say that he is
being seen to be doing some-
thing. That's a start.

Gas was the easy bit. Hav-
ing gathered the moguls to
Canberra, he told them, ef-
fectively, to pull the fluff out
of their burners or he would
do - well, it wasn't quite clear
what he would do, but he had
enormous powers; you just bet
I do, as Tony Abbott might put
it in a similar fit of bravado.

So Turnbull gave his or-
ders: ensure that there will be
enough gas held locally if there
are crises. And the bloated gas-
bags were only to happy to con-
cur; at least a couple of them
were, which was enough to se-
cure Turnbull bragging rights.

But what was missing was
just how this process would be
implemented and, more par-
ticularly, what it would cost.

Presumably whatever the
market will bear: that has
been the invariable approach
of the industry and what has
produced the world glut which
has actually seen Australian
gas shipped to Japan and then
shipped back to Australia to
be sold at an exorbitant price.
Australian consumers already
pay for Australian gas through
the nose, and the Turnbull plan
will not, as they gleefully pre-
dict, make things any cheaper.

But hey, thats private en-
terprise isn't it? Well, it has
been, but our free-marketeer
prime minister has just stuck
a major spanner in the works:

demands for local protection
and threats of government (so-
cialist!) intervention.

It has been an article of faith
among the Liberal Party that
the market rules — any attempt
by the central government to
impose limits to its free-wheel-
ing greed have to be resisted.

And for most of the Austral-
ian economy, this has been the
case: a huge range of Australian

Australian consumers already pay
for Australian gas through the
nose, and the Turnbull plan will

not, as they gleefully predict, make

things any cheaper.

by Mungo MacCallum

resources have been exported
to the highest bidder, and what
has been left for the locals has
become prohibitively expen-
sive as a result. Our choicest
food items (think particularly
seafood, but there are other
examples), our artworks, our
businesses, our land and our
homes have all been thrown
into the unruly auction.

Occasionally there has been
enough public outrage to se-
cure a brief reprieve, but it is al-
ways regarded as the exception.

The default position is that
free trade is always good, pro-
tectionism is always bad. Other
countries are not so pure: trav-
ellers to the United States and
the Middle East are constantly
astonished at how low the price
of petrol is there - there is none
of this ideology about observ-
ing world parity prices.

Soin a sense Turnbull is only
belatedly catching up. But it is
a mighty backflip nonetheless.

The hydro bit - the new
Snowy scheme - is easier to
manage. Through the govern-
ments in Canberra, Sydney

Since 1992
David’s company
has manufactured

“T never want to
have to cross the
street to avoid you.”

David Runciman o

blinds, security doors,
screens, awnings and NS
patio covers for homes and businesses
throughout Byron Shire. He never wants fo
avoid a customer in the street, so he insists on
first-class quality and backs up what he says.
Call Dave for a quote... he’ll see you're right!

Throughout Byron Shire

BRUNSWICK HEAD
BLINDS & AWNINGS

14 Bonanza Drive Billinudgel 6680 4353

and Melbourne, the Snowy
Mountains Hydro Authority is
under 100 per cent public con-
trol so if - and it is a pretty big
if - the three governments can
get their acts together it should
be relatively straightforward.
But the fact that neither of
the states was given any warn-
ing, let alone consultation, be-
fore Turnbull revealed his wiz-
ard wheeze does not bode well.

The projected two bil-
lion dollar rejig of the vener-
able scheme is indeed a game
changer - nation building,
even visionary. But it is also
not much more than a thought
bubble at present — not even
a blueprint for a feasibility
study. If it ever comes to frui-
tion, it will take a long time
- certainly longer than the cli-
mate-change-induced weather
events that have made it the
ultimate solution.

And, once again, it will not
be cheap. Quite apart from the
capital cost, we are told that
there will, effectively, be no ex-
tra demands for water, either for
power, irrigation or conserva-
tion once the new tunnels and
generators have been installed.
Apparently the idea is that once
the water has flowed downhill
to the turbines when they are
needed, it can be pumped back
uphill when they are not.

The catch is that pumping it
uphill will require more power
than that delivered when it runs
downhill - unless Malcolm
Turnbull has invented perpet-

ual motion, it will involve a nett
loss of energy, which, presum-
ably, will have to be made up
by finding other sources for the
pumps. Presumably we are still
talking about coal or gas, and
of course this will be a not-so-
hidden cost if the bean coun-
ters have their way.

And Turnbull’s grand pro-
ject will be a long time coming;
apart from the usual problems
with the states and the admin-
istrative hurdles. Most particu-
larly the environmental ones
which were not envisaged in
the first Snowy scheme, it is a
safe bet that there will be delays
and cost overruns. - and that is
assuming that climate change
has not already dried up the
rain and snow that are needed
to fill the dams in the first place.

But it is hard not to be at
least mildly enthused by Turn-
bull's concept. The first Snowy
Scheme was derided as folly
- wasteful and uneconomic.
Turning the rivers west and
unleashing hydro power would
never yield a profit. And indeed,
it was a long time before it did.

But the great windfall gain
was the huge influx of post-war
migrants who banded together
to forge the great idea, and with
it a new kind of nation. It is not
overstating it to say that the
Snowy was the birthplace of the
multicultural society, the bold-
estand most successful achieve-
ment in the history of modern
Australia, if not the world - as
Turnbull himself has said.

It is too much to expect that
Snowy Mark Two would pro-
duce a similar dividend - but
we can hope. And perhaps the
most important message from
the prime minister’s belated
call to arms last week was just
that it is worth a try. And at
last Malcolm Turnbull is try-
ing, and so for him too, there
may still be hope.

BRUNSWICK

HOLISTIC DENTAL CENTRE

No Gap First Visit

For all new patients with private
health insurance that includes dental cover *

No Health Fund No Problem

Receive this offer for only $50

*waiting periods, annual limits & fund rules apply.
Service is restricted to item codes 011, 012, 022 & 037.

Call 0266 851 264

Includes:
® Comprehensive Examination
® Diagnostic X-rays

® Customised 3D treatment plan

soee

Shop 6/18 Mullumbimbi St, Brunswick Heads
www.brunswickdental.net

MEMBERS FIRST
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Park boundaries
When Byron Shire Council
meets next week one deci-
sion facing them is to restate
the boundaries they have
previously set for the three
Brunswick Heads camping
grounds (as Council is by leg-
islation the consent author-
ity). Crucially, Council must
also require that North Coast
Holiday Parks Inc (NCHP)
actually sign and return
Council’s lease agreement, or
cease and desist trading and
occupation of the three sites.
The ball is in Council’s
court, as NCHP have for
some years now refused to
sign the lease agreement of-
fered by Council, the con-
sent authority. Council has
authority to set the date by
which NCHP must sign the
lease - or leave - to end this
stalemate of two decades.
Most of BrunswicK’s resi-
dents and many from Ocean
Shores are very angry with
NCHP’s behaviour over the
years. The recent outrage
over the disrespectful treat-
ment planned by NCHP for
the 101 coastal pines, planted
a century ago by the grieving
people of Brunswick Heads
to honour the local men who
died in WWI, is typical.
People are in agreement,

Planning &

ik
W

GOVERNMENT

and this Council can do it

- require NCHP to sign the
lease agreement or go.

David Hall

Ocean Shores

Jay cycles free
I would like to thank every-
one who has been such great
friends and customers of
True Wheel Cycles through
the last 27 years. I have loved
being able to assist you with
your cycling journey and
your feedback has always
been really rewarding, from
the 3-year-old getting their
first bike or the more expe-
rienced cyclist exploring the
different types of bicycles.

This journey began in 1990
with a loan from a commu-
nity member who believed in
my ability to provide a bicycle
shop that was focused on you
the person rather than your
wallet. As I am now ready to
take a new direction with my
life I bid you all a fond fare-
well. David Martin, my busi-
ness partner for many years,
will continue to be there for
any of your cycling needs.

Even though I leave the
shop I will still be around the
Mullumbimby area so we can
get together for some more
riding adventures.

Quite a few of you who

Environment

Exhibition of Modification Request
Cultural Events Site, North Byron Parklands

have known of this change
have expressed interest in a
farewell party. I am happy
to get something going but I
am not sure what you think.
Please let me know if a lit-
tle gathering or a bigger hall
party would be best. Please
contact me on 0421 726 797 if
you have suggestions. Lots of
love to you and your families.
Jay Carney

Mullumbimby

Troubled bridge

I was deeply concerned to
read of Byron Council’s in-
ability to elicit from the NSW
government the necessary
money to maintain infra-
structure. In particular, main-
tenance money required to
upgrade the Belongil bridge,
which has more than two
million visitors pass over it
each year, and community
users.

I recall the collapse of the
Granville Bridge in Sydney
several decades ago. It was a
great tragedy that still reso-
nates with many these days. I
used to teach at Granville and
always found myself in a state
of prayer when approaching
- such is the effect of civil/
social trauma.

We read that Gladys
won't release the necessary

Application No
Location
Proponent

Council Area Byron

MP 09_0028 MOD 4
Tweed Valley Way and Jones Road, Yelgun.
Billinudgel Property Pty Ltd

Approval Authority Minister for Planning

Description of proposed modification
The Modification Request seeks to modify the Concept Plan and Project Approval for the Cultural

Events Site at North Byron Parklands. The request seeks to extend the trial period for outdoor events
of up to 35,000 patrons by a further 20 months to August 2019.

Exhibition

hearing should be held.

The Modification Request and accompanying documents may be viewed on the Department's
website (www.planning.nsw.gov.au) and inspected from Wednesday 22 March 2017 until
Wednesday 26 April 2017 during the relevant authority’s ordinary office hours at:

¢ Department of Planning and Environment: Information Centre, Level 22, 320 Pitt Street, Sydney;
¢ Byron Shire Council: 70-90 Station Street, Mullumbimby; and
¢ Tweed Shire Council: Murwillumbah Civic Centre, 10-14 Tumbulgum Road, Murwillumbah.

At the time of publishing this advertisement, the Minister for Planning has not directed that a public

Submissions

specified in the submission.

the number below for a copy.

Privacy Statement.

You need to include:

Any person may make a written submission concerning the Modification Request during the
exhibition period. If a submission is made by way of objection, the grounds of objection must be

Persons wishing to make a submission should use the online form if possible.
To find the online form go to the webpage for this proposal via
www.majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/page/on-exhibition

Your submission must reach the Department by Wednesday 26 April 2017. Before making your
submission, please read our Privacy Statement at www.planning.nsw.gov.au/privacy or telephone

The Department will publish your submission on its website in accordance with our

If you cannot lodge online you can write to the address below. If you want the Department to
delete your personal information before publication, please make this clear at the top of your letter.

® Your name and address, at the top of the letter only;

e The name of the application and the application number;

* A statement on whether you support or object to the proposal;
® The reasons why you support or object to the proposal; and

* A declaration of any reportable political donations made in the previous two years.

To find out what is reportable, and for a disclosure form, go to www.planning.nsw.gov.au/
DonationsandGiftDisclosure or phone the number below for a copy.

For more information: Information Centre - 1300 305 695
Planning Services, Department of Planning and Environment, GPO Box 39 SYDNEY NSW 2001.
(Your submission should be marked, Attention: Director - Industry Assessments)

A05883

paperwork explaining the
blow-out of $540m on the
trains, plus we learn of the $6
billion blowout of the West-
Connex budget.

It really is time for the
community and Council to
form a united team in ad-
dressing the possible perils
that could befall the Belongil
bridge. The ratepayers cannot
be blamed if any tragedy were
ever to occur. Who investi-
gates state government when
such issues arise?

Jo Faith
Newtown

UNHRC blues

Dear UNHRC Australia,
can you please back off
your membership drive in

Letters to the Editor

Send to Letters Editor Michael
McDonald, fax: 6684 1719

email: editor@echo.net.au
Deadline: Noon, Friday. Letters
longer than 200 words may be
cut. Letters already published

in other papers will not be
considered. Please include your
full name, address and phone
number for verification purposes.

2

I bO LIKE

A GOOD OL'
COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT !

Mullum? You're taking up a
lot of space. People just want
to do their shopping in peace.
We know there are big issues
that need to be addressed
globally; we don't trust your
big-business solutions.
Sophia Marles
Main Arm

Festival tax

Imagine that every music fes-
tival ticket sold had a small
tourist tax in the final amount
that would help Council raise
the funds it needs. Surely
Peter Noble and North By-
ron Parklands would agree
that this would be doing the
right thing by the commu-
nities that live here, pay the
rates and have to endure the
trashing and trampling of our
amenities. Let the tourists pay
their way. With those funds
Council can keep the Shire in
reasonable shape.

Sadly when this idea
was recently put forward to
Council, this was their re-
sponse: 2.7 Council could
only ever contemplate this if
the festival organisers agreed

to such a request. Council
cannot force such a contribu-
tion as there is no legislated
authority to do so.

Again Council should be
doing a bit more than con-
templating and actually in-
vestigate all possible means
for funds. Come on, Council,
be our voice to state govern-
ment for this type of legisla-
tion and at least ask the fes-
tival owners what they think
of this idea.

Lorraine Sntclaire
Byron Bay

Train support
If the people who want to rip
up the Casino to Murwillum-
bah rail line are so convinced
there’s no community sup-
port for a regular commuter
train service from Casino to
Coolangatta Airport, to ser-
vice eight out of ten of the
north coast population cen-
tres and two million tourists,
then they wouldn't need to
spend so much time writing
desperate letters full of mis-
information.

continued on next page »

mx IRATLASS

THE RAILWAY FRIENDLY BAR, BYRON BAY
6685 7662 o therailsbyronbay.com

AND THE FAMOUS RAILS KI'TCHEN

BAND

Thursday 23 March
JASON DELPHIN DUO
Friday 24 March COME To
THE MUMBLERS BYRON BAY!
Saturday 25 March cone 1o

JAMIE ASHFORTH

WAGTAIL

Sunday 26 March

BLIND WILLIE

Monday 27 March

GUY KACHEL

Tuesday 28 March

JAMIE ASHFORTH

Wednesday 29 March

LOU BRADLEY & PHIL

{ BETTER SPENT

ON OTHER
THINSGS,
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» continued from page 11

As they’re unable to do the
most rudimentary research
the following may help them
out: As reported in The Echo
on June 10, 2015, a petition
with another 3,500 signatures
was handed to Ballina MP Ta-
mara Smith. Northern Rivers
Railway Action Group had
also collected another 2,000
signatures, bringing the to-
tal number of signatures in
support of a regular, modern,
clean, safe, sustainable rail
service sent to state parlia-
ment to more than 15,000.

These signatures were col-
lected by locals from locals
around the northern rivers.
Online petitions dont count
as they can be signed by peo-
ple anywhere in the world.
It's okay for people from
Nimbin to want to rip up the
line; they don't experience the
preposterous traffic conges-
tion, carbon emissions, the
stress and disruption to their
daily lives as people on the
coast and in Byron do.

Like Thomas George in
Lismore, who almost lost his
seat at the last election, Ms
Smith understands the over-
whelming community sup-
port for train services and
the Greens have committed
to not ripping up a valuable
piece of public infrastructure,
the rail lines, but support a

ASIva H3dvd
NITn3a N3g

bike path alongside the rail
line, such as the one on the
Bellarine Peninsula in Vic-
toria. Regular train services
on the line provide the only
hope of reducing the traffic
congesting in Byron Bay and
other coastal towns.

It’s really hard to fathom
why a couple of cyclists are
so bloody-minded about un-
necessarily wasting over $75
million of taxpayers’ money
destroying the line when we
can have both: a cycle path
and train services.

What train supporters
are focused on is the three
kilometres of line in Byron
which has been repaired for
just over $1m; not the $6 mil-
lion per kilometre the state
government claimed it would
cost in their disgraceful $2
million ‘study’! Best of all,
it's not costing taxpayers or
ratepayers a single, solitary
cent. When the Byron train is
running next month it will be
very obvious what the com-
munity wants.

Louise Doran
Ocean Shores

Care for refugees

I want to express my deep ap-
preciation to this north coast
community after the astound-
ing success of Dangerously
Poetic’s Hope and Belonging
benefit for Ballina Region for

Refugees on March 4. A small
army of volunteers decorated
and set up St Martin’s Hall,
while volunteers from BR4R
cooked and served dinners
and desserts.

More than 100 people
attended the event and we
raised a combined total of
$2,641! Nourished by original
music, poetry and good food,
this was a celebration of com-
munity cooperation and care
for the welfare of the refu-
gees. We are a lucky country.
Surely, we can extend some
compassion for those who are
desperate for a safe home.

For further information
about Ballina Region for
Refugees contact ballinarr@
gmail.com.

Laura Jan Shore
New Brighton

Lithgow reunion
A reunion committee is look-
ing for former students and
teachers of Lithgow High
School for a Year 10 1977 40-
year reunion this coming
November. We are looking
for those who were in Year 7
1974, Year 8 1975, Year 9 1976
and Year 10 1977 as there
were some students/teachers
who did all those years and
some that partially attended
through those years.

We have also included
Year 11 1978 and Year 12 1979
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as these students/teachers do
not have reunions.

There will be pre-drinks
at alocal hotel at 7pm on Fri-
day November 17. There has
been a tour of Lithgow High
School arranged for Saturday
18. The official function will
be held Saturday Novem-
ber 18 at Black Gold Motel
Wallerawang at $50 a head.

There is a Facebook page
dedicated to the reunion:
LHS Year 7 1974 to Year 10
1977 Reunion. It has a lot of
photos, memories and infor-
mation.

For more information
email giagsutton@optusnet.
com.au or phone 6352 3778 or
0412 320 231.

Greg Sutton
Lithgow

Dutton for PM?

Thank you, Mungo, for your
perspicacious comments on
Peter Dutton’s character: di-
visive, gaffe-prone, unwilling
to compromise and thick as
two short planks. Having fol-
lowed his career as immigra-
tion minister, I would add:
unhampered by any feelings
of compassion or qualms of
conscience.

I still find it hard to be-
lieve that Dutton could actu-
ally be considered a serious
contender for the position
of PM but on the current

NYMS HvHYS

trajectory of Abbott and
turncoat Turnbull, it actually
seems possible.

This is a truly horrifying
prospect and we must hope
sanity prevails.

Jenny Coman
Bangalow

Milk in crisis

We all know the dairy indus-
try is in deep crisis as prices
plummet, but now we are
witnessing signs of terminal
panic, with the demand from
the industry to ban the word
‘milk from soy milk, almond
milk, rice milk, oat milk and
any other milk which does
not fill their shrinking cof-
fers. The panic is justified: the
demand for non-dairy milk
in Australia has increased
rapidly, and these products
now cover ten per cent of
milk sales.

What is ‘milk’? The in-
dustry has asked to have an
unjustified monopoly over
the word by redefining it as
‘a mammary secretion of ani-
mals’ Enticing as this would
look on a carton, the fact of
the matter is that most dic-
tionary definitions put that
as just one possible meaning,
and add that it is secreted
‘for the nourishment of their
young’

This is inconvenient, in
that the industry wants to
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steal that milk from those
young, and therefore has to
either kill them (all the male
calves and many of the fe-
males) or add them to the
herd, as replacements for
the cows who are shipped to
the slaughterhouse less than
halfway through their natural
lives, done in by a lifetime of
almost constant pregnancies
and lactation.

Another dictionary defi-
nition of milk is ‘to exploit
or defraud by taking small
amounts of money over a
period of time’ and this is
evident in the industry’s ar-
gument that non-dairy milks
are nutritionally inferior to
their mammary secretions. In
fact, quite the opposite is true.
For a start, at least two-thirds
of adults have trouble digest-
ing lactose, the sugar found in
dairy products. The allergic
reactions include bloating,
gas, cramps, vomiting, head-
aches, rashes, and asthma.

But even for the minor-
ity who can assimilate these
secretions, dairy products
are known to increase the
chances of developing heart
disease, diabetes, cancer, and
many other ailments. Large-
scale studies have shown
that, rather than preventing
osteoporosis, milk may actu-
ally increase women’s risk of

continued on page 14 >
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This was really not the way | wanted to get plastered

Story & image S Sorrensen

So, there I was: happy to be
home after a weekend in
Surfers Paradise, lugging my
overnight bag and shopping
supplies up the steps from
the Superoo, anticipating a
cold beer in the pleasant sur-
rounds of my shack under the
cliffs. Great to be home.

Don't get me wrong; there
are things I like about Surfers
Paradise. I like the many lan-
guages you hear as you stroll
the mall. T like the Persian
restaurant with its Brazilian
waitresses. I particularly like
sitting in the Skypoint bar, 77
floors above the Gold Coast
glitz. But, really, I wouldn't
go to Surfers if I didn’t have
a job there.

So, there I was: happy
to be home, rushing up the
steps, and thinking about the
chilled can of Japanese beer
in my fridge.

Then it happened.

I failed to negotiate a step
and fell in a heap onto the
ground. Immediately, I tried
to get up, but I couldn’t. My
right leg just wasn’t doing
what a right leg should do.
Oh dear.

I'm not someone who
takes risks with his body.

& i

Sure, I ride motorbikes, walk
barefoot in the bush, and
sometimes drink more than
my daily requirement of al-
cohol. But I do wear a hel-
met (except in Cambodia), I
keep my eyes out for snakes
(except when admiring the
birdlife) and I don’t drink
every night (but I will have
that Japanese beer tonight).
I'm very careful physically,
and have only broken a bone
once. I was 10 years old. I was
the barrow in a wheelbarrow
race at a school sports day.
The kid holding my legs as

VT 2

I ‘ran’ with my arms was a
high achiever. When his leg
speed and desire for victory
overcame my arms running
ability, he speared me into
the ground, snapping a col-
larbone.

From that experience I
learned two things: Sport is
bad for you, and don't let peo-
ple push you around.

Back to last Sunday: Still
on the ground, I realised
I couldnt move my foot
without pain. Very slowly,
I dragged myself up the re-
maining step, gingerly got up

-""’""

_} Jm%,mﬁ Iljd'tliu,.l".h.j Al M\_

ASPIRIT

EYHUN-—-‘L

-— FESTIVAL— /

WWSPRITFESTIVALEG AU

USE PROMO CODE ‘ECHO' FOR 10% OFF

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au

2017

on my left leg, and hopped
into the shack.

I do take risks — just not
with my body. Every time I
walk on stage it’s a risk. Every
word I write, every relation-
ship, every opinion is a risk.
But as long as I have the op-
tion to walk (or run) away, it’s
an acceptable risk. Mobility is
everything.

So, there I was: Stretched
out on my daybed at night,
wondering how I would get
to the fridge.

So, here I am: Sitting at
my desk in the shack under
the cliffs, writing this col-
umn. Under the desk is a
huge white thing attached
to my knee. A cast. It throbs
with each heartbeat. Leaning
against the desk is a pair of
crutches.

Apparently, I have torn my
achilles tendon. Apparently
that’s serious.

But I'll tell you what is re-
ally serious: the change to my
life. P'm immobilised. Today,
I have cancelled gigs, work
and appointments. The shack
is rearranged to be cripple
friendly. (My office chair gets
me around.)

The hardest change to
handle is that, now, I can't
drive a car.

Driving is part of who T am.
[ live in the bush. Despite the
carbon footprint (which I des-
perately offset with my solar
powered, low-consumption
lifestyle) I need to drive. I drive
to make money. I drive to get
food. I drive to see friends.
Without a car, 'm helpless: no
money, no supplies.

By the time my friends

wonder where I am and come
to my shack, all they’ll find is
a throbbing cast with a starv-
ing office chair attached.

So, here T am.

Food drops appreciated.

m See more of S's work at
Echonetdaily.net.au
echo.net.au/here-and-now

Australians ‘relatively happy’

The latest Australias Social
Pulse report from the Cen-
tre for Social Impact reveals
that people living in remote
Australia ‘had higher levels of
satisfaction than people liv-
ing in major cities...

‘People living in regional
areas were significantly more
satisfied with the home in
which they lived compared
to those in major cities.

‘Satisfaction with the
amount of free time was
strongly associated with re-
moteness, when compared to
people living in major cities.

‘Similarly, the likelihood
of being satisfied with feel-
ing part of the community
and the neighbourhood in
which they lived increased
the further people lived from
major cities.

‘Predicted scores for level
of satisfaction with how safe
a person feels were more
varied, although people liv-
ing in regional and remote
areas were significantly
more satisfied than people
in major cities.

The conclusion of the
report was: ‘Overall, Aus-
tralians are relatively happy
and satisfied with their lives,
with some groups experienc-
ing slightly different levels
of satisfaction. On average,
higher levels of satisfaction
are reported by older people,
and people living outside of
major cities’

The report also covered
other areas such as Indig-
enous status. See more at
http://amplify.csi.edu.au/
pulse/download.

FRI 12 — SAT 13 MAY 07

NORPA at Lismore City Hall
7.30pm & 1pm (Sat only)

norpa.org.au

or 1300 066 772
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Byron |
ealing

COMING
SOON

A guide to practitioners,
therapies and health and healing
practices in the Northern Rivers

OUT SOON!

To find out more email byronhealing@echo.net.au

CHESS by lan Rogers

Any ‘new’ book by American leg-
end Bobby Fischer will always
be treated with scepticism, espe-
cially since the much-hyped My
61 Memorable Games — released
in the US as Fischer lay dying in
Iceland in late 2007 - turned out
to be a complete hoax.

However, the recent release
Checkmate, published by Russell
Enterprises, is the real thing. It
is a collection of the columns
Fischer wrote for the US Boy
Scouts magazines between 1966
and 1970.

Fischer starts with the abso-
lute basics but then moves on to
general advice, with ideas pro-
voked by questions and games
from readers. Checkmate also
includes many annotated games,
including one brilliancy, Nikolic-
Fischer from Vinkovci 1968,
which I had never seen before.

Bobby Fischer was in his mid-
twenties when he wrote these
columns and his colloquial and
friendly writing style is well suit-
ed to a young audience. Rules are
explained clearly and concisely;
indeed, it is remarkable how well
Fischer’s advice has held up over

the last half century.

Curiously, the composed
puzzle which accompanies each
column is often extremely chal-
lenging - although apparently
not too difficult for the multiple
correct solvers announced in the
next column.

The following classic game
has comments much abbreviated
from those in Checkmate.

Sousse Interzonal 1967

White: R Fischer

Black: L Miagmarsuren

Opening: King’s Indian Attack

1.e4 e6 2.d3 In order to throw my opponent
off his stride | decided upon this slow, quiet
build-up. 2...d5 3.Nd2 Nf6 4.g3 ¢5 5.Bg2 Nc6
6.Ngf3 Be7 7.0-0 0-0 8.e5! The key strategical
thrust. 8...Nd7 9.Re1 b5 10.Nf1 b4 11.h4 a5
12.Bf4 a4 13.a3 | did not want to allow 13...
a3. Chess is a matter of delicate judgement,
knowing when to punch and how to duck. 13...
bxa3 14.bxa3 Na5 15.Ne3 Ba6 16.Bh3 d4
17.Nf1 Nb6 18.Ng5 Nd5? He should have
driven off White's pieces with 18..h6! 19.Ne4
4 with reasonable counterplay. 19.Bd2! Bxg5
The point is that 19..h6? Fails to 20.Nxe6!
20.Bxg5 Qd7 21.Qh5 Rfc8 22.Nd2 N3 22...
4 was imperative. A sound chess maxim is ‘The
best defence is attack. 23.Bf6! Qe8 If 23...
oxf6 24.exf6 Kh8 25.Nf3! and the attack crashes
through. 24.Ne4 g6 25.Qg5 Nxe4 26.Rxe4
4 27.h5 xd3 28.Rh4! Ra7 29.Bg2! dxc2
30.0h6 Qf8 31.Qxh7+!! 1-0 Miagmarsuren
got the message; after 31..Kxh7 32.hxg6++
Kxg6 33.Be4 checkmate!

_FLAWED LAWS

Racial Discrimination Act 1975 is not flawed

Murdoch's flagship $30m p/a loss maker, The Australian, can't stop
squawking that section 18C of the Racial Discrimination Act 1975 must be

repealed for the sake of free speech.

convicted racist.

you can't be sued under the RDA.

Yet this is really about the freedom to spray hate speech.
Murdoch minion Andrew Bolt should know; he is Australia’s first

Section 18D of the Act follows 18C, and defines exemptions to 18C.

Section 18C describes‘Offensive behaviour because of race, colour
or national or ethnic origin'that is likely to offend, insult, humiliate or
intimidate.... because of [their] race, colour or national or ethnic origin...

Section D states ‘Section 18C does not render unlawful anything said or
done reasonably and in good faith with regards to ‘fair and accurate report,
oran‘expression of a genuine belief’etc.

Andrew Bolt was found guilty in 2011 because Justice Bromberg found
his Newscorp articles regarding Aboriginals with fair skin was’not done
reasonably and in good faith!The judge found he had not fact checked his
stories and the material was‘substantially proven to be untrue!

So provided that what you write is factual or it's a genuinely held belief,

If Greg Sheridan and his ilk were really concerned about freedom of
speech they would rally for a Bill of Rights, call for abolishing defamation
laws, the secrecy provisions of the Border Force Act and banning SLAPP suits
(strategic lawsuits against public participation).

There is nothing inherently wrong with this law. The problem appears
to be that bigoted, sociopathic individuals are mostly in power and they are
always looking for ways to inflict more unpleasantness on others. It's just
bullying and weak. For more on the case read Eatock v Bolt [201 1] FCA.

Find out more about flawed laws at:
flawedlaws.org and facebook.com/flawedlaws

Brought to you by The Echo
in the interest of people, not
corporations or a police state

COCNRo
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Survey reveals 14 per cent of Australians with
epilepsy use cannabis to manage seizures

The first Australian nation-
wide survey on the experi-
ences and opinions of medic-
inal cannabis use in people
with epilepsy has revealed
that 14 per cent of people with
epilepsy have used cannabis
products as a way to manage
seizures.

The study showed that of
those with a history of can-
nabis product use, 9o per
cent of adults and 71 per cent
of parents of children with
epilepsy reported success
in managing seizures after
commencing using cannabis
products.

Published in &pilepsy &
Behaviour, the Epilepsy Ac-
tion Australia study, in part-
nership with The Lambert
Initiative at the University
of Sydney, surveyed 976 re-
spondents to examine can-
nabis use in people with
epilepsy, reasons for use, and
any perceived benefits self-
reported by consumers (or
their carers).

The survey revealed:

« 15 per cent of adults with
epilepsy and 13 per cent of
parents/guardians of children
with epilepsy were currently
using, or had previously used,

Discount medical marijuana shop in Denver, Colorado.
Photo O’'Dea at WikiCommons

cannabis products to treat
epilepsy.

o Across all respondents,
the main reasons for trying
cannabis products were to
manage treatment-resistant
epilepsy and to obtain a more
favourable side-effect profile
compared to standard antie-
pileptic drugs.

o The number of past an-
tiepileptic drugs used was a
significant predictor of me-
dicinal cannabis use in both
adults and children with
epilepsy.

‘This survey provides

insight into the use of
cannabis products for epi-
lepsy, in particular some of
the likely factors influencing
use, as well as novel insights
into the experiences of and
attitudes towards medicinal
cannabis in people with epi-
lepsy in the Australian com-
munity, said lead author
Anastasia Suraev from The
Lambert Initiative.

‘Despite the limitations of
a retrospective online sur-
vey, we cannot ignore that
a significant proportion of
adults and children with

epilepsy are using cannabis-
based products in Australia,
and many are self-reporting
considerable benefits to their
condition. More systematic
clinical studies are urgently
needed to help us better un-
derstand the role of cannabi-
noids in epilepsy; she said.

Co-author of the paper
Carol Ireland, CEO of Epi-
lepsy Action Australia, who
was recently appointed to the
Australian Government’s new
Australian Advisory Council
on the Medicinal Use of Can-
nabis, said: ‘Cannabis prod-
ucts are often what people
turn to when they have been
unable to control their epilep-
sy with conventional medica-
tion.

“This highlights a growing
need to educate consumers
and health professionals on
the use of cannabis by people
with epilepsy, and to provide
safe and timely access to can-
nabinoid medicine in order
to lessen people’s reliance on
illicit black-market products,
she said.

See more about cannabi-
noid therapeutics at The
Lambert Initiative http://syd-
ney.edu.au/science/lambert.

» continued from page 12
getting the disease through
the consumption of too much
saturated fat and Vitamin A,

which can weaken bones.

Fortified plant-derived
milks provide calcium, vita-
mins, iron, zinc, and protein
but do not contain any cho-
lesterol. They are a healthier
choice, do not cause the mas-
sive environmental damage
that cows inflict on the plan-
et, and are not bought at the
expense of a lifetime of mis-
ery for millions of gentle, in-
telligent cows. They are truly
the milks of human kindness.
Desmond Bellamy
Special Projects Coordinator,
PETA Australia
Byron Bay

Immature males
Jaqueline Maley (SMH,
March 4) discussed the frag-
ile emotional state of failed
male leaders like Abbott and
Rudd.

Generally men are less
emotionally mature than fe-
males. Women are equipped
by nature with greater emo-
tional intelligence and com-
passion, the better to raise
children. Hence they have
had more practice at dealing
with their negative side, while
men push it under the carpet.
Anger and ego blinds many
men to the damage they

cause. Perhaps they become
vindictive.

Study has shown an im-
portant correlation between
children raised with insuffi-
cient love of a mother, such
as those who attended elite
boarding schools, and emo-
tional damage, aggression
and dysfunction. Perhaps
such politicians will be re-
jected in future!

The strong reaction
against women presenters for
International Women’s Day
from a right-wing Sydney
paper strikes me as stem-
ming from a similar cause:
men who cannot deal with
emotion because of traumatic
childhood experiences.

Hayo van der Woude
Mullumbimby

World gone mad

Pauline Hanson expresses ad-
miration for Vladimir Putin
as a ‘strong’ leader. Hitler was
quite strong. So were Stalin
and Mao. Perhaps Pauline
could explain her favourite
examples of Vlad’s strength;
was it the murder of journal-
ists and dissidents? Or was
it the invasion of Crimea,
or perhaps the mayhem in
the Ukraine? Or, going back
20 years Or S0, was it mass-
murder in Chechnya, the
brutal suppression of which
was the cause of Vladss initial

popularity in Russia?

Youd think that Pauline’s
memory of being jailed for
minor electoral offences that
all politicians at that time
were committing would have
made her wary of dictators
who victimise their critics.
Cognitive connections are
not Pauline’s strong point
though, are they? I however
differentiate her from Don-
ald Trump in one important
way: she truly believes what
she says (however ridicu-
lous) while the Donald just
says what he thinks will work
for him - and doesn’t believe
any of it. His critics will make
no headway against him until
they acknowledge that basic
fact and adapt accordingly
- for example, by inventing
‘alternative facts’ against him.

Pauline has also come out
sceptical about vaccination.
Now that rednecks are to be
increasingly seen going into
so-called healthfood shops
to over-pay for their magic
pills and potions, I suppose
Pauline will recommend ho-
meopathy or aromatherapy
as a substitute for vaccina-
tion. She might even organ-
ise fleets of ambulances to
attend car accidents, armed
only with rescue remedy.

Talking of which, there was
a minor car accident in Mul-
lum recently near IGA, and

one of the drivers was under-
standably shaken. Suddenly
out of the woodwork comes
this hippy dippy girl and pops
a couple of drops in the (girl)
driver’s mouth. I watch in fas-
cination as a dog is then let
out of one of the accident ve-
hicles, attracting the hesitating
attention of Ms Hippy Dippy.
I smilingly say to her For a
minute I thought you were
going to give the dog rescue
remedy. Her earnest reply: ‘I
was thinking about it}

The world has gone mad.
Consistent with my letter of
the other week, I point out
that China, despite well over
half a century of materialist
doctrine, is still the world
headquarters of abraca-
dabra medicine. My evolv-
ing conspiracy theory is that
China has learned from its
own population that magic
potions keep the locals pre-
occupied and quiet, and that
it's China which is behind not
only Donald Trump and ex-
treme Islamism, but also the
worldwide growth of alter-
native medicine as a form of
creeping irrationality.

Furthermore I have a pre-
diction: Donald Trump will
soon promote ‘alternative
facts’ to the status of ‘comple-
mentary facts.

Fast Bucks
Coorabell
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What matters to young people?

Byron Youth Service is pre-
senting a new Echo column,
which aims to to give a voice
to local young people. Inter-
view with Lui.L*, 18:

What has been the best
experience in your life?

I had an experience at week-
long ConFest, which was
eye opening to me — I saw
a community of freedom -
no electronics, organic food,
raw instruments, very tribal
way of living - representing
freedom. Coming back and
seeing buildings and cars - it
was a polarity. That became
informative in my life and
how I see everything now. It
was powerful and amazing.

What inspires you?

Sound and music and how
that can make people feel -
that it has an effect on your
whole being.

Who would you like to meet
and what would you ask
them?

Beings of no specific age who
are on same journey as me,
towards changing conscious-
ness - sharing what's happen-
ing in the world and how to
make a change - so the whole
planet elevates together.

What would you like to see
happen in Byron Bay?

I would like to see more
youth-empowered things
- music nights of all gen-
res. Open mic night. Proper
skatepark for Byron youth.
Youth expressing artistry and
creativity, whatever it is.

When do you think a person
becomes an adult, and
how?

A person becomes adult
when they reach a level to be
able to show respect to every-
one, show manners, genuine

Wik

Photo by Yani Clarke, Byron Youth Service’s resident young photographer.

morals towards themselves
and others. But these days,
kids are so aware and so
many adults aren’t. An adult
in an office or kid in a forest
can be learning at same ca-
pacity, so... Also the ability to
sustain yourself with money,
having organisation, priori-
ties, be able to support family
and people around you.

What do you believe in?

I used to believe in a lot of
things. Then I went to Ger-
many, which was cold, then
to Rwanda. It was very in-
tense. When I came back,
everything started - being
more grateful, more spiritual.
But I don’t think you need
to believe, just be open to
everything. Am I a religious
person? No, but you can take
aspects of Buddhism, Juda-
ism, or whatever resonates
with you. Just be, connect and
feel all of it.

What has been the worst
experience in your life?

The time when I was young,
in years three, four and five.
Being young and not under-
standing why my dad was
gone; he’s dead. Fear, just fear.
A lot of nightmares and inse-

curities, bullied at school, ra-
cial slurs. Fear really had me
in a grip. Time and experience
have shown me to acknowl-
edge fear - it’s a part of life
in polarity with love. Need to
find the balance in between.

What would you like to
change in the world?

Ilove this interview - so sick!
In this moment right now, I
just want to change myself
and be the best I could pos-
sibly be. Once you go inside
and cleanse yourself, every-
thing around will come into
balance. Remember that
spirit is infinite. I see each
of us as lights, some bright,
some dim. And when we are
all shining bright, we'll all
be where we need to be. It’s
changing. Earth is changing.

*Names have been changed.

BYS pings are a collection
of thoughts from young peo-
ple about life, school, society
and people. This week BYS
asked some local kids about
the environment.

‘We need to focus on mak-
ing a healthier future. I don't
want my kids growing up in a
sexist, litter-filled, no-wildlife,

Stress hormones and Indigenous health

James Cook University scien-
tists have made a disturbing
finding about some young In-
digenous people’s biological
reaction to stress, but one that
could help close the health
gap for Indigenous people.
The researchers have found
young adult Indigenous peo-
ple they tested show impaired
secretion of the stress hor-
mone cortisol and that their
biological stress response is
linked to the racial discrimi-
nation they experience.

Professor Zoltan Sarn-
yai led the team of scientists
from the Australian Institute
of Tropical Health and Medi-
cine at JCU.

In their study published in
the journal Scientific Reports,
the team showed for the first
time that the biologically
important ‘morning rise’ of
cortisol that prepares us to
effectively deal with the daily
hassles and stresses of life is
missing in otherwise healthy
Indigenous young adults.

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au

Dr Sarnyai said Profes-
sor Sarnyai said it is highly
unlikely that the observed
abnormalities are due to ge-
netic factors since the non-
Indigenous group comprised
an ethnically diverse group
of individuals. However, this
study cannot rule out that
epigenetic changes caused by
early experiences and even
by transgenerational traumas
might play a role.

See more at http://bit.ly/
stressh.

dead world. - Anonymous, 15.

T often think of not hav-
ing kids because I don't want
them growing up controlled
and judged with everything
they do. - Heather, 15.

“There is a culture around
littering and no-one is doing
anything about it’ - Anony-
mous, 15.

‘Why? The rich are getting
richer and the poor are get-
ting poorer. Why do we have
to pay to get a good education
or suffer with no education
because it’s unaffordable? -
Anonymous.

‘The world scares me.
Having an uncertain future
makes me nervous and I
don't like the pressure that is
inflicted upon us so young
about knowing what/who we
should be and not necessar-
ily being ourselves and do-
ing what makes us happy’ -
Anonymous.

‘It concerns me that our
planet is being destroyed
by pollution, CSG, logging,
dredging, etc and nothing’s
being done to stop it - Eden,
15.

‘Tm nervous for my future
and I have the pressure of
having to know what I want
to do with my life at 15. -
Anonymous.

T feel like all these peo-
ple talk about how they want
to help the environment but
they never actually make that
change, they still litter or just
walk past the rubbish in the
street and not pick it up. -
Anonymous, 15.

m To get involved with BYS,
visit www.bys.org.au or call
6685 7777.

A° radn

Check out the website
for your chance to
win a $250 voucher
to spend with any
venue or business in
Byron Venue.

Email byronvenue@echo.net.au
and tell us in 50 words or less
how useful you think Byron
Venue would be if you were
planning a function.
Don't forget to tell us who
on byronvenue.com.au you'd
like the voucher with if you're
lucky enough to win.

Gityoriny

IHEPIRING SREAKES SERIES

NEW MONTHLY EVENT
Inspiring Stories from Byron Entrepreneurs

The
T%

Wednesday 22 March:
Tom & Emma from The Farm

Wednesday 19 April
Victoria from The Beach People

5.30—7pm at Combi

Register your ticket:
www.thegatheringbyron.eventbrite.com

WEDDING DJ

Call Max on
0427 675 066
www.byronbayweddingdj.biz
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Native bush
regeneration,
tree planting and
weed control.

Ross Faithfull 0409 157 695 and a/h 02 6687 2943
email faithfullrossco@gmail.com
www.eastcoastbushregeneration.com

now apeclal lesling in
bespoke wood & metal

work
with experlenced mastercraftsmen

Shop 4, 26 Mill St, Mullumbimby
02 6484 2821 | mullumjoinery@gmail.com

CONTACT US FOR A FREE QUOTE

@mullumjoinery

Professional Water Tank Cleaning

g BACTERIA CONTROL
pristine MINIMAL WATER LOSS
water

Installation & maintenance
systems

of water filters for rural

i & suburban properties
australia

Healthy Water-

~. G ¢4l peter
Healthy Life!

: 5 * 0487 777 247

www.pristinewater.com.au
WE CLEAN WATER TANKS Water Filters Supply and Service

e

-~

Symmer!and
Garden Centre

A e Suminerland Anligues Sile
Rare & special plants

Discover something different
for your garden

Flora for fauna
Specialist plant selection
& sourcing

Phone: 6686 8885 | Smith Drive, West Ballina
1km south of the Big Prawn

New Line
Fabulous handcrafted exotic furniture using
sustainable materials and processes

3 Ti-Tree Place, Arts and Industrial
Estate, Byron Bay
t 02 6685 5714
e: info@ byrondesignworks.com.au
w: www.byrondesignworks.com.au
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RESTORING NATIVE
HABITAT

Planting native trees in paddocks and removing weeds
from bushland areas increases habitat for wildlife.

Create your own rainforest and plant screens along
boundaries to provide wildlife corridors.

With our rich soil and high rainfall, planted trees can
grow to more than five metres in just five years.

Many native animals benefit from landcare activities,
and you'll offset your carbon footprint.

For a free property assessment contact
Ross Faithfull — Project Manager
East Coast Bush Regeneration P/L
ph 6687 2943 and 0409 157 695
faithfullrossco@gmail.com
eastcoastbushregeneration.com

NOW ROCKING WITH
HEAVY METAL..

Now known as Mullum Joinery Wood & Metal, the
long-established Mullumbimby Joinery is under new
management and now offers metal fabrication and
blacksmithing services in addition to the existing
joinery and cabinetry services.

New owners and mastercraftsmen Thomas and Laurent

specialise in creative and bespoke pieces of steel and
timber work for large or small projects.

Email mullumjoinery@gmail.com or call 6684 2821.

SUMMERLAND GARDEN
CENTRE

For gardeners who are collectors: lush tropicals and
fragrant plants, beautiful natives for habitat gardens,
frogs, birds and butterflies. Beautiful waterbowls, pots
and urns. Plant sourcing and qualified horticultural
advice to help create desirable outdoor spaces and
gardens.

Smith Drive, West Ballina. Phone 6686 8885
1km south of the Big Prawn

Stainless Steel
Rainwater Tanks

e Purest, safest
drinking water

* Better value

* Longer lasting
and better built

« and they look

(07) 5546 8571

www.stainlessrainwatertanks.com

HOME and

PRISTINE WATER
SYSTEMS BYRON/TWEED

Needing your rainwater tank cleaned? Pristine Water
Systems uses a revolutionary trademarked water-
tank cleaning process called QuadClean to clean
and sanitise stored water supplies in a wide range of
domestic, rural and commercial situations.

Continue to protect your water supply with high-
quality purification products and replacement filters/
cartridges, as well as ultraviolet sterilisation/filtration.

Call Peter 0487 777 247, www.pristinewater.com.au

BYRON DESIGNWORKS

is always looking for something new! At this change of
season it is not too difficult as new ranges of furniture,
homewares and gift items are being released.

Already, new lines of cushions, throws and bedcovers
have hit the shelves. Beautiful new colour ranges and
prints, with tasteful and textured plains, are in evidence.

New artwork has been flying out the door from the
more exclusive to the inexpensive. If you are refreshing
your home or moving to a new one there will be
something for you.

Much of our furniture is locally made or unique to us.
Now we have a range of beautifully made timber and
leather items, handcrafted using sustainable palmwood.

Byron Designworks 6685 5714

WHY CHOOSE A
STAINLESS-STEEL
TANK?

Stainless steel - the only choice. Select Water Tanks is
a proudly Australian-owned company specialising in
custom-built stainless-steel water tanks. By building
custom-made tanks we can offer much more variation,
allowing your water tank to serve any required purpose.

Stainless-steel is as familiar and robust as your kitchen
sink. It is widely considered as superior for strength,
durability and hygiene, and is the material of choice in
commercial applications and food-preparation areas the
world over.

By manufacturing our tanks from stainless-steel, we
can maximise your tank’s expected lifetime and happily
offer you an unprecedented 30-year warranty. Your
custom-built stainless-steel tank will also look fantastic
and is guaranteed to deliver you the purest, safest
drinking water.

The perfect tank for your home or business for
developers and builders.

07 5546 8571, www.stainlessrainwatertanks.com.
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PRE-CONSTRUCTION
TERMITE MANAGEMENT
— YOU NEED TO KNOW

Are you aware we have termite species in our region
known for causing rapid and extensive timber damage,
sometimes even to brand-new homes?

Subterranean termites or ‘white ants’ build nests out
of sight, often completely below ground, so can go
undetected if they gain concealed access to your home.

The Building Code of Australia requires all new
constructions have a termite-management system
installed to deter subterranean termite attack.

Tony Dunn of Active Pest Management - The Pesties
in Blue - has years of experience working with builders
on installation of pre-construction termite-management
systems.

‘As the largest pre-con supplier to the building industry
in the northern rivers, we regularly work on projects
from go to whoa - reviewing plans, visiting sites,
consulting with builders about what products will work
best with the construction design and surrounding
conditions, says Tony.

‘Pre-construction barriers are intended to minimise the
risk of termite damage, but owners need to know they
will not necessarily stop termite activity.

‘Owners need to ensure they arrange for appropriately
licensed operators to carry out inspections of barriers at
least every 12 months,’ Tony advises. ‘Inspections are as
important as installation’

For consultation and pricing on any building project,
email tony@activepest.com.au or call directly on
0435 282 370.

VAST INTERIOR Q\
FURNITURE RANGE...
AFFORDABLE BEAUTY

Introducing the Viva range from The Vast Interior
Ballina.

This furniture range is sourced from our factory in
Delhi, India, and is made from sustainable mango wood,
which is available in a variety of differently coloured
and textured finishes. The mango wood is sorted and
kiln dried before being machined into planks then
glued together with quality European-sourced glue

in high-pressure table top press till the glue dries. It
then goes into the final finishing stage where the top

is matched to the table frame. The top is what they call
a floating top to allow movement in our humid, hot
climate, and then finished in a high-quality lacquer;
five coats are applied to give you a long-lasting durable

finish.

The Viva range is available in a full range of products
including dining tables, buffets, coffee tables, sofa
tables, TV cabinets and dining chairs.

This range is great value for money even though it is
made from solid timber, and has a quality finish unlike
most other products found at this price point in the
market place today.

Call into the Vast Interior Ballina to view the affordable
Viva range today.

15 Sheather St, Ballina. Ph 6686 8802
www.facebook.com/vastinteriorballina
Instagram@vastinteriorballina

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au

\N
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STEAM CLEAN

CLEANING WITH STEAM
VAPOUR

Using steam vapour, with temperatures above 150°C,
we clean and sanitise all surfaces without the need for
chemicals or masking fragrances - furniture, carpets,
etc are all left fresh and clean. We have a complete

——

Carpet 3 Upholstery ® Mould ® Grout

Steam clean: water-damaged
carpet, rugs, tiles, matiresses,
service for holiday apartments and rooms, servicing blmds, curtains...

many local business and domestic clients all over the

Kill mould spores, bed bugs, bacteria, efc.

Steam Vapour - chemical{ree cleaning
Servicing all areas — Free quotes

northern rivers. Most of out clientele are repeat
business and referrals - maybe that is something
to do with our simple ethos: best possible job,
every square inch.

Mob 0425 707 687, www.mintsteamclean.com

Phone Mark 0425 707 687
6680 8097

www.mintsteamclean.com

NOW IS THE TIME TO
PLANT!

With the recent rains, now is the time to plant natives
and food plants. Mullum Ck Nursery has a huge range
of tube stock ready for planting now. Create your own

THE LARGEST
RANGE OF NATIVE
PLANTS IN THE
BYRON SHIRE

Mullum Creek S8 S
Native Nursery 4 =%

rainforest and revegetate your creek. Plant out your
driveway and screen and hedge your fence lines. Plant
out slopes with beautiful groundcovers. Plant flowering
shrubs such as bottlebrushes, banksia, tea trees and lilly
pillies. Tube stock are only $3.50 each, 50 or more $3.00
and 100 or more only $2.50 each. We also stock a range
of citrus trees and other food plants ready for planting
now. Food and Forest is the way to go!

Now is the time to plant
native plants and food plants

Open Wednesday-Friday 10am—4pm and Sat 9am—
1pm, phone 6684 1703.

HUSTLER 0% INTEREST
FREE FINANCE

In association with Hustler mowers, FarmCare can now
offer all Hustler customers the opportunity to apply for
24 months’ interest-free finance on any Hustler zero-

Open Wednesday,

Thursday & Friday
Huge variety of 10am-4pm
Tubestock trees/shrubs Saturday 9am-1pm

turn mower.
110 Yanl&ee éregk Rd,, via:\Wilsons Creek Rd}
Mullumbimhy | Only 3.5km from the
Mullum Golf Course | 6684 1703

There are conditions that apply to any application,
but the process is relatively quick and simple. Twenty
minutes to complete the transaction, approximately
one hour for approval and you’re taking your new

&‘% i .

Hustler home to have some
‘mowing fun’.

Please note this offer is only
available until Saturday 15
April.

If you are interested in
purchasing a Hustler and
paying ZERO interest call
FarmCare now 6684 2022.

Raptor 52" - 23 hp

The Raptor is designed to the
highest standards and is a market
leader in the entry level category.
It delivers the best-in-class overall
value versus the competition.

POWERED BY .
Kawasaki

=
AN

AN

INTEREST FREE

FINANGE
AVAILABLE

Commences 20 February and ends Easter
Saturday 15 April

.

| DOMESTIC WARRANTY
3 YEARS | NO HOUR LIMIT

$6999°F°

L i TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY
UK VIORE INFORMATION ON OUR AUTUMN SPECIALS
Enquiries:
‘;arm Care 101-105 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby
s all there at Farm Care - WWW.farmcare.com.au 6684 2022
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Email us: propertyinsider@echo.net.au

Property investment jargon explained

Bank valuation

A bank valuation is the
bank’s estimate of the value of
a property. When you apply for
a home loan, your lender will
send an independent valuer
to appraise the property. The
bank valuation is usually more
conservative than the market
value, because it’s designed to
limit the lender’s risk and indi-
cates the amount they can ex-
pect to recoup if the property
is repossessed. It's important to
note that a bank will not accept
your valuation of the property,
even if you obtain your valu-
ation from an independent
valuer.
Capital gain

Capital gain is the term
used to describe the profit
on the sale of the property,
once all expenses have been
deducted. Capital Gains Tax
(CGT) is applicable to capital
gains on investment proper-
ties purchased on or after 20

September 1985, but does not
apply to your principal place
of residence in most instances.

The tax you pay is based
on the sale price minus the
cost involved in acquiring and
holding the property (your
cost base), and any gain is in-
cluded in your assessable in-
come in the financial year you
sell the property.
Capital growth

Capital growth is the in-
crease in value of the property
over time. The supply and de-
mand in an area impact the
capital growth. If there is high
demand from buyers and lim-
ited supply, the prices are likely

to rise.

Current market value
Not to be confused with the
listing price, neither the most
recent offer on a property,
the current market value, as
defined by The International
Valuation Standards Coun-
cil, is: “The estimated amount

for which an asset or liability
should exchange on the valu-
ation date between a willing
buyer and a willing seller in an
arm’s-length transaction, after
proper marketing and where
the parties had each acted
knowledgeably, prudently and
without compulsion’

Depreciation
Depreciation is the decline
in the value of an asset over
time. As an investor, you may
be able to claim depreciation
on the property buildings and
the items within it against your
taxable income, but again you
should check with your ac-
countant to see what tax de-
ductions are applicable to you.

Equity

Equity is the current market
value of a property minus any
outstanding mortgage repay-
ments. Investors can use the
equity from the increasing val-
ue of an investment property
to purchase a new property.

51 Kings Road
Federal

2 Beds 1Bath 2 Cars

Auction Saturday 22 April 1lam

View Saturday 11lam-11.30am
Agent Greg Price 0412 871 500

This ridgeline property with 180 degree
hinterland to Nightcap Ranges views offers a
superb opportunity to build a dream home. It's
set on 48 premium acres near Federal Village
and within a scenic drive of Byron Bay.

McGrath

mcgrath.com.au
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Lenders mortgage

insurance (LMI)

This is a fee charged by
lenders to protect themselves
against borrowers who default,
in case the net proceeds of a
foreclosure do not cover the
loan. LMI may be applicable to
borrowers who do not have a
deposit of 20 per cent or more.

Loan-to-value ratio

(LVR)

The LVR is the proportion
of money borrowed versus
the value of a property. Lend-
ers take into account the LVR
when assessing mortgage ap-
plications, as the lower the
LVR, the lower their risk. Usu-
ally lenders will require you
to pay LMI if they’re lending
more than 8o per cent of the
value of the property.

Negative gearing
Negative gearing applies

when the property’s expenses

surpass the rent earned. These

Russel Shaw from Acceptance Finance has produced a handy
glossary in their latest newsletter.

expenses can be used to reduce
your taxable income. Positive
gearing is when the rent ex-
ceeds the costs and the prop-
erty pays for itself.

Rental yield

The rental yield is the an-
nual rental income, expressed
as a percentage of the prop-
erty’s value. It’s often quoted
when examining a property’s
rental potential, and may be
calculated as a gross percent-
age (before expenses are sub-
tracted), or as a net percentage
(accounting for purchasing or
transaction costs).

Suburb growth

Suburb growth refers to the
capital growth of properties
within a particular suburb. As
an investor, it a good idea to
thoroughly research a suburb’s
profile, including its capital
growth potential, before pur-
chasing a property.

Vacancy rate
The vacancy rate is the

number of properties vacant
in an area. It is a useful way for
investors to assess the rental
demand of a suburb before
purchasing.

Zoning

Zoning refers to govern-
ment laws specifying how
property can be used. Prop-
erties may be zoned for resi-
dential, industrial, business, or
other purposes. It's important
to be aware of zoning, as it af-
fects the home loan you take
out, capital growth potential,
plus future renovation plans.

Creat Real Estate are proud sponsors of the

Mullumbimby Open Golf Day

Saturday 25" March

Over $3,000 worth of prizes for all grades. Ladies and veterans welcome.
Come and play a round of golf at one of
NSW's finest public championship courses.
Call the Pro Shop on (02) 6684 1688 for your tee time.

Contact Gary Brazenor on

0423 777 237 or gary@greatrealestate.com.au

www.greatrealestate.com.au
A division of Unique Estates Australia

Gary’s goal is to minimise
stress, maximise returns and
exceed your expectations.

Call Gary for an
obligation free appraisal.

reat

REAL ESTATE

9
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Property

Byron Hills

744 Bangalow Road, Talofa
=4 92+ @2

Overlooking green

rolling hills, Byron Hills

provides the perfect

mix of functionality and

visual appeal. Originally

built in 1991, this

rendered brick home

has recently undergone

a substantial renovation.

The star of the show is an

alfresco courtyard featuring an outdoor dining room with a wood
fired pizza oven framed by an expansive and beautifully lit 100
year old fig tree.

The home features an open plan kitchen, dining and lounge area,
large bathroom for 3 good sized bedrooms and an expansive
master suite and kitchenette, enviable walk-in robe, ensuite and
outdoor bath.There are approved plans for an additional western
wing with 2 extra bedrooms and an additional living space and
plenty of room for a pool.

Ideally located just 3 minutes from the popular village of Bangalow
and only 10 minutes drive from the heart of Byron Bay.

Open: By appointment
Contact: Nicolette van Wijngaarden 0411 144 877
Unique Estates

Titijaru - Broken Head
asking price $4.2 million

Coolamon - Coorabell

The Beach House

13/42 MacGregor Street, Suffolk Park
=g 92 @2

Set in a private gated

estate on 1516m2 with

nature reserve on 3 sides

“The Beach House’ is one ==
of Byron Bay’s largest

beach front properties.

Enter through the large

entrance/doorway of

the property and the

ocean/beach view is simply stunning. A vast open outdoor living/
entertaining area has 3 bedrooms and a bathroom leading from
this area of the home. The main house features open plan living/
dining/kitchen with the master bedroom retreat with ensuite
accessed via a private staircase.

From the large lawned area there is direct beach access to Tallow
Beach with views from Byron Bay Lighthouse to Broken Head.
Offering great privacy and tranquility this is wonderful family
home/retreat.

Open: By appointment
Contact: Vicky Innes 0414 339 229
Byron Bay Property Sales

Hillcrest - Eureka
asking price $2.95 million

Fig Tree Lane - Myocum
asking price $1.95 million

Hidden sanctuary, prime position

4/55 Brandon Street, Suffolk Park
=2 92 @1

5

Auction

e

Basking in the

tranquillity of its tropical

setting, this state of

the art remodelled

luxuriously appointed

townhouse is a

captivating sanctuary.

The property features an

ultra-modern kitchen

with gas cooktop and

plenty of storage, seamless open plan layout featuring polished
concrete floors, plantation shutters and vertical blinds throughout,
good sized bedrooms, the main opening onto a breezy private deck,
plus two immaculate bathrooms, ensuite featuring a spa bath, new
reverse cycle air-con and ceiling fans in all of the rooms, outdoor
shower, remote control garage and a second allocated car space. It
provides an idyllic lifestyle opportunity on a north to rear facing
block in a desirable position within an easy walk to the local bakery,
shops and tavern and footsteps from the popular Tallow Beach.
Open:  Thursday 23rd March 5.00pm - 5.30pm and
Saturday 25th March 11.30am - 12.00pm
Saturday 25th March 12.00pm

Sharon McInnes 0408 659 649

McGrath Byron Bay

Auction:
Contact:

sl 1l i

g
¥ g T

R &R Ranch - Bangalow
asking price $4.5 million

T 1
sy

Coorabell Breeze - Coorabell
asking price $1.35 - $1.45 million

asking price $1.495 million

Booyong - Clunes
asking price $950,000 (sold in conj)

River Cottage - Wilsons Creek
asking price $925,000

r
F_ - o
<o
P
1 pit

Mont Rouge - Rosebank
asking price $1.175 million

=

WiIIanﬁa - Federal
asking price $1.95 - $2.15 million

Hamam Eden - Fernleigh
asking price $1.375 million

Sky Nest - Wilsons Creek
asking price $1.65 - $1.85 million

Heartbreak Hill - Coorabell
asking price $1.5 million

Sunnybrook Farm - Binna Burra
asking price $1.5 million

Gary Brazenor
www.unigueestates.com.au

We currently have high numbers of interstate and international buyers looking
to secure their ‘Unique Estates’. Call Gary to discuss your property sale.

S'e

BGY

. 0423 777 237
¥4 gary@uniqueestates.com.au

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au

¥
Specialising in selling ‘Unique Estates’ in the Byron Shire hinterland and with over 15 years of industry u nlaue

experience, Gary will maximise your results through strong negotiation, unique branding & targeted marketing.

E S TATES
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Auction

Brunswick Heads
2/5—7 Newberry Parade

BRUNSWICK HEADS 3 BR UNIT

Freshly renovated 3 bedroom unit. All the
hard work is already done for you. Move

in, relax and start embracing the beautiful
village lifestyle Brunswick Heads has to offer.
Alternatively purchase as an investment. This
property provides the option of both private
rental and holiday let.

« Rare 3 bedroom unit, all with built in robes
« Brand new kitchen

« New flooring throughout

« Single lockup garage with storage

« Quiet, private location in the complex

« Easy stroll to the boat harbour, river, beach,

cafes and the popular Bruns Hotel!

« Ground floor unit, in a private and quiet
location at the rear of this well maintained
complex.

With the scarcity of 3 bedroom units in

town for sale, don't let this one get away.

Inspect Saturday 11.00 — 11.30am
Auction 22/04/2017 at 11.30am onsite
Contact Peter Browning 0411 801 795

LJ Hooker Brunswick Heads
0266850177

in robe and large ensuite

formal lounge

dwelling
« Flat, level, flood-free site

North Ocean Shores
167 Shara Boulevard

LOCATION LIFESTYLE & OPPORTUNITY

Move straight in, not a cent to spend.
3 bedrooms with built-ins, master with walk-

* Bright, light, airy, open plan kitchen, dining,

 Huge private east-facing covered patio

« Easy care, gated, subtropical garden & lawn
« Great for small children and pets

» 895m2 corner block ideal for a second

Move fast on this one, it won't last.

Inspect Saturday 11.00 —11.30am

Auction TBA

Contact Peter Browning 0411 801 795 or
David Holden 0435 789 677

LJ Hooker Brunswick Heads
0266850177

Mullumbimby
26 Argyle Street

GLASS IS HALF FULL

Yep it's half full and easy to fill! With this one most of work
is done and most buyers are looking for a house to build a
granny flat on to get some $$$$$. Check it out.

* 3 bedrooms plus study/office

« 2 car accom, huge covered entertaining

» Corner location with rear land — 1 neighbour

* Walk to Mullum CBD

- Separate studio/ potential flat

Looking for that half-full glass and opportunity? Call me.

Inspect Saturday 1.00 - 1.30pm
Contact Peter Browning 0411 801 795

LJ Hooker Brunswick Heads
02 66850177

Ocean Shores
5 Aloota Cresent

GREAT STARTER — STOP PAYING RENT TODAY

Start paying off your new home. Getting into the real estate
market is tough now! With prices going up and properties
getting harder and harder to find in your budget. Well check
this out:

* Freestanding duplex

* 2 bedrooms, open plan living

* High ceilings, plenty of natural light

* Quiet location, private flat level yard

* Rainwater tank and single LUG

Inspect Saturday 12.00 - 12.30pm

Contact Peter Browning 0411 801 795

LJ Hooker Brunswick Heads

02 6685 0177

North Ocean Shores
4 Natan Court

LOCATION, LIFESTYLE & RARE

The heading says it all! Located in a quiet cul-de-sac,
strolling distance to the beach, canal, farmers market, river
and school. An ideal family home or great property for the
astute investor.

* 3 bedrooms, double garage

* Quiet, children, safe cul-de-sac

* 669.5m2, flat-flood free block.

* Fabulous neighbourhood

Price  Owner is looking for offers mid $600s
Contact Peter Browning 0411 801 795

LJ Hooker Brunswick Heads

02 66850177

ljhooker.com.au

L) Hooker

All information contained herein is gathered from sources we consider to be reliable. However we cannot guarantee or give any

warranty about the information provided and interested parties must solely rely on their own enquiries.
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Property

Renovated Home in Town

7 Ruskin Street, Byron Bay
k=3 )2 @1

$1.69M

Beyond Byron

587 Fernleigh Road, Brooklet

=4 53 @2 $2.8 million

Recently undergoing a
high quality renovation,
this charming home
features immaculate
craftsmanship and
stunning finishes
including internal garden
feature walls in the
bedrooms.

In the heart of town and within easy walking distance to the beach,
the air-conditioned property includes 3 bedrooms, lounge area,

a modern, open plan kitchen/dining and a lovely private deck
overlooking the tropical garden.

The fantastic location and quality of the property offer many

options, from family home to executive private rental to short term
