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How to do the Blues
WELCOME TO BLUESFEST 2015

Well, it’s been quite a lead-up, and this year 

I have had the pleasure of interviewing at 

least one Bluesfest artist every week for 

the last four months. It’s meant my wish 

list of whom I should see each day has 

ballooned into an impossible schedule. 

It’s a privilege to have 20 minutes’ 

talking to people whose music I just 

adore, and always a bonus when 

someone I think is going to be 

intimidating turns out to be down to 

earth and engaged. Actually I’d have to 

say that’s a major feature of the artists at 

Bluesfest; they tend to be thinkers, and very 

often people with strong social consciences. 

They talk the talk AND walk the walk.

I made a list on my computer of the people 

I REALLY wanted to see. I thought it might 

be a bit of a guide, but instead it became 

endless and basically encapsulated the entire 

program. In fact I would need two of me to 

see everything I want to see. 

I think enjoying festivals is all about how 

you approach the program. There are 

two ways of approaching it: either you 

STUDY it and make defi nite choices, planning 

walking time, toileting time, grabbing-a-beer 

time, and getting-to-the-front-of-the-tent 

time, or you park yourself at a venue and stay 

there for the long haul, knowing that if the 

programming is good, which it always is, it 

doesn’t matter what’s on somewhere else – 

wherever you are is perfect. 

I’ve always suff ered from FOMOOABGSE. 

It’s a yet-unrecognised condition but the 

acronym is for Fear Of Missing Out On A 

Better Gig Somewhere Else. Very often it’s 

meant that I’ve stuck around for the fi rst 

three songs and then rushed off  to catch 

the last three songs of someone else’s set. 

While you get a bit of everyone, I think you 

miss out on the immersion of a full set and, 

that being said, there are always going to 

be acts you are going to miss; the point is to 

commit and see the shows through. That’s 

my approach for this year. 

Of course, you can do whatever you like. In 

the meantime, here are some of the acts I’ve 

scribbled on a notepad beside my desk, on 

the hit list of people I don’t want to miss. 

Have a great festival. 

– Mandy Nolan

Lift this 
section 

out!

THIS EASTER WEEKEND
THURSDAY TO MONDAY APRIL 2–6, 2015   
        TYAGARAH TEA TREE FARM, BYRON BAY

Inside: Full playing schedule
Mandy Nolan’s Fifty Shades of Blue
Gary Clark Jr, Shaun Kirk interviews & more
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Going to or returning from Bluesfest in style on the back of a custom 
trike $20 per head.  Seats 3. Get Ya trike on.  Ph: Doc on 0447 756 087

• Gumboots Mens + Ladies  $29.99 
(Bata – Made in Australia) 

• Ponchos $2.00 
• Umbrellas from $4.99
• Camping Items
• Sleeping Bags from $19.99
• Tents from $25
• Camp Kettle $9.99
• Air Bed:  Single from $17.99 

  Double from $29.99 
  Queen from $34.99

• Camp Toaster $2.50 
• Bath Towels - $7.99 
• Tarps - Assorted sizes of standard & heavy duty
• Charger Cables & Car Chargers - Iphone & Samsung 
• Auxiliary Cable - Phone to Speakers 

for Car Audio $2.99
• Powerbank - Charge for the Festival - 

2600 mAh - $17.99    

EASTER MEANS BLUESFEST!
Variety products at value prices

Next to IGA in Sunrise
Shop 7–8, 8 Bayshore Drive 

6685 5998
34 Tweed Coast Road 

Cabarita Beach 6676 0166  

Variety Value 
Hotline call 
Gary direct  
0412 140 822

1. Beth Hart
LA-based singer/songwriter 

Beth Hart blew punters 

away last year at Bluesfest’s 

25th anniversary and was 

in hot demand for a return 

performance this year. Hart 

rose to fame with the release 

of her single LA song in 1999 

from her second album 

Screamin’ For My Supper. And 

screamin’ she was – nothing 

quite prepares you for that 

voice. Beth Hart turns the art 

of singing into an out-of-body 

experience – she is simply 

world class. Then there are her 

A-list collaborations with the 

likes of Jeff  Beck, Slash, Buddy 

Guy and Joe Bonamassa.

Beth has ridden incredible 

highs and heart-breaking 

lows in the past, but these 

days she’s reaching new 

career heights including 

her nomination for a Blues 

Music Award in the category 

Best Contemporary Blues 

Female Artist in 2014 and a 

Grammy nomination with Joe 

Bonamassa in 2014 for their 

album Seesaw, which went 

Number 1 on the Billboard 

Blues Album Chart, as did their 

most recent release Live In 

Amsterdam.

Her most recent album Bang 

Bang Boom Boom was released 

the month before her debut 

Bluesfest performance in 2014 

and reached Number 3 on the 

Billboard Blues Album Chart. 

Beth is currently working on 

a new solo album, which is 

set to be released early 2015, 

so expect to hear some new 

material when she plays Mojo 

on Friday at 4.30pm and 

Sunday at Mojo at 3.30pm.

2.  G Love & 
Special Sauce

Everyone always raves 

about the Special Sauce, 

especially when it’s made 

with love! Catch G Love & 

Special Sauce on their fi fth 

trip from Philadelphia USA 

to grace Bluesfest with their 

eclectic mix of laidback blues, 

hip-hop and R&B. Twenty 

years after the release of their 

self-titled debut album and 

eight years since their last live 

performance together, the 

original line-up of G Love & 

Special Sauce arrive on the 

back of their 2014 album Sugar, 

breathing new life into their 

groove-heavy, Chicago-blues-

infused brand of stripped-

down rock and roll. With the 

infl uences of Elmore James, 

Bo Diddley, John Lee Hooker 

and Lou Reed, the band have 

stripped themselves back 

to the old-school air of their 

fi rst record with a mature and 

developed instrumentation 

without losing any of the 

unique, funky American blues 

vibes that were the foundation 

of the band’s success.

Not to be missed, G Love & 

Special Sauce has developed 

their sound into a laidback, 

rhythmic and soulful nature.

They play the Delta Stage on 

Thursday at 4pm and Friday 

at Jambalya at 5.30pm.

3.  George Clinton 
& Parliament 
Funkadelic

Alongside James Brown and 

Sly Stone, the legendary 

George Clinton & Parliament 

Funkadelic are one of the most 

important innovators of funk. 

Mr Clinton brings the ‘awe-

funk-some’ P-Funk Collective 

back to Bluesfest after a four-

year hiatus! All 22 of them! 

That is one impressive onstage 

backline!

Known globally for his 

outlandish costume and his 

multi-coloured dreadlocks 

as well as his mastery of 

intergalactic funk, the P-Funk 

Collective will be looking to 

Tear the Roof Off  the Sucker 

with their ‘awe-funk-some’ 

groove as they, for sure, turn 

us Bluesfesters into Maggot 

Brains.

Dr George Clinton is one of 

the most sampled musicians 

on the planet and has worked 

alongside Tupac, Primal 

Scream, Red Hot Chili Peppers, 

Snoop Dog, Outkast, Wu 

Tang Clan, Carlos Santana, 

Redman and so many others 

as collaborator or producer.

George Clinton has been 

releasing albums steadily since 

1967 under his own name as 

well as both that of Parliament 

and Funkadelic. His stable 

of hits includes Atomic Dog, 

One Nation Under a Groove, 

We Want the Funk, Flashlight 

and Mothership Connection – 

and his collective was fi nally 

recognised when 16 of the 

P-Funk Collective (the largest 

group ever) were inducted 

into the Rock and Roll Hall of 

Fame in 1997. 

In addition to the classic songs, 

Clinton continues to release 

new material, including Toys 

with Funkadelic in 2008 and 

the cover album George Clinton 

and His Gangers of Love in 2006, 

including his take on songs 

such as Ain’t That Peculiar, 

Never Gonna Give You Up and 

Gypsy Woman. An act like 

George Clinton & Parliament 

Funkadelic is one of those 

deposits in the music memory 

bank that you will be drawing 

down on for years to come! 

Headlining the Mojo on 

Monday at 8.30pm. 

4. John Mayall
The godfather of British blues 

comes back to Bluesfest. 

John Mayall is a pioneer of 

the blues. He founded John 

Mayall & the Bluesbreakers 

in the 1960s, which backed 

legendary musicians including 

John Lee Hooker and became 

a launching platform for the 

likes of Eric Clapton, Peter 

Green, Jack Bruce, Mick Taylor, 

Mick Fleetwood, John McVie 

and Don ‘Sugarcane’ Harris.

With a career spanning well 

over 50 years Mayall has 

released more than 60 albums 

including the all-time classic 

Bluesbreakers with Eric Clapton 

(1966) as well as a number of 

dynamic albums throughout 

the eighties and nineties 

including: Behind the Iron 

Curtain, Chicago Line, A Sense 

of Place, and the Grammy-

nominated Wake Up Call that 

featured guest artists Buddy 

Guy, Mavis Staples, Albert 

Collins and Mick Taylor. In 2002 

Mayall with the Bluesbreakers 

recorded Stories, which 

debuted on the Billboard Blues 

Charts at Number 1.

Never one to give up the 

blues, John Mayall celebrated 

his 80th Birthday in 2013 by 

producing his fi rst studio 

album in fi ve years and one 

of the best and most personal 

albums of his career. Mayall is 

proof that living your passion 

truly keeps you young! 

Mayall plays the Crossroads 

on Saturday at 4.30pm and 

Jambalya on Monday at 

5.30pm.

5. Jimmy Cliff 
Reggae legend Jimmy Cliff  

is hailed by Rolling Stone as 

‘reggae’s fi rst global superstar’. 

This two-time Grammy Award 

winner and a Rock and Roll 

Hall of Fame inductee made 

his way into the spotlight with 

his role in the 1972 Jamaican 

fi lm, The Harder they Come, 

introduced reggae to the 

world. Then there are the hits 

such as Many Rivers To Cross, 

Wonderful World, Beautiful 

People, Vietnam, Sitting In 

Limbo, You Can Get It If You 

Really Want’ and The Harder 

They Come that has led to his 

songs being performed and 

recorded by Willie Nelson, New 

Order, Bruce Springsteen and 

Cher (among many others). 

Paul Simon featured Cliff ’s 

1970 song Vietnam in his 2011 

concerts and Dylan called it 

the greatest protest song ever 

written. 

Cliff  plays Bluesfest on Friday 

at 5pm at the Crossroads.

Fifty Shades of Blue
Mandy Nolan has studied the fi eld closely and come up with her form guide. 

Here are 50 winners from this year’s massive lineup.

2

Beth Hart G Love George Clinton Jimmy Cliff 
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A surreal world 
of dazzling 

acrobatics and 
cheeky feats of 

strength

Beyond

MUST SEE CIRCUS

Beyond

Dazzling, cheeky circus  
for all ages

MACA’S 
CAMPING 
GROUND

Upper Main Arm, 12km from Mullumbimby   P: (O2) 6684 5211 
E: macascampingground@gmail.com  W: macascampingground.com

•  Natural bush setting • Hot showers, kitchen and laundry 
• Part of the Bluesfest experience with camping/shuttle 

packages at $40 per person per night • Campfires allowed

6. David Gray
It’s been almost a decade since David 

Gray played Bluesfest. The UK singer/

songwriter, who was once described 

by Joan Baez as a ‘young Bob Dylan’, 

lives every word and every note of his 

music, immersing himself into the whole 

experience. His songs This Year’s Love, 

Babylon, Please Forgive Me, Sail Away’ from 

his 1998 album White Ladder have become 

eternal and unforgettable hits. Ten million 

album sales later, David still has the record 

for Ireland’s biggest-selling album with 

White Ladder. Gray is an impressive artist, 

brilliant performer and master songwriter. 

Insightful, passionate, and charmingly 

modest, Gray has the goods. 

Headlining the Crossroads on Saturday 

at 10.45pm.

7. Alabama Shakes
Alabama Shakes make their Bluesfest 

debut this Easter. The quartet formed in 

2009 in Athens, Alabama, and has been 

going strong ever since. The Alabama 

Shakes were named best band of 2011 

by NPR, while MTV called them one of 

the top bands to look for in 2012. They 

received three nominations for the 2013 

Grammy Awards, one of them for their 

debut album Boys & Girls. 

From the heart-rending title song Hold 

On to such stomps as Rise to the Sun, the 

debut album demonstrates the sense of 

groove and space the band learned from 

their idols. 

In 2015 the time has come for this band 

described as ‘thunderbolt dressed in blue 

jeans’ to hit Bluesfest mainstage when 

they headline the Mojo on Friday at 

10.30pm with another performance on 

Saturday at the Mojo at 9pm.

8.  Charles Bradley & 
His Extraordinaires

Charles Bradley will be bringing funk, soul 

and his remarkable story to Bluesfest for 

the very fi rst time this year. Along for the 

ride will be his all-star band, comprising 

members of the Dap Kings, the Menahan 

St Band, Budos Band and others. A late 

starter, Charles Bradley burst onto the 

scene after releasing his widely praised 

debut album No Time For Dreaming (2011) 

at the tender age of 62. His incredible 

against-all-odds rise has been well 

documented: how he transcended a 

bleak life on the streets to soul super-

stardom, after being discovered by 

Daptone Records impersonating James 

Brown in Brooklyn. A glistening voice in 

modern soul, with distinctively rough-

hewn timbre, it’s the unmistakable voice 

of experience and personal connection to 

the music that keeps you captive – each 

note and gruff  infl ection an expression of 

his tumultuous personal path, making the 

world over sit up and take notice. 

Catch this classic showman at the 

Jambalaya on Sunday at 10.30pm and 

the Mojo on Monday at 5.30pm.

10.  Frank Turner & 
The Sleeping Souls

Two years ago Frank Turner made his 

fi rst appearance at Bluesfest. His tent 

was packed out with adoring fans and 

intrigued passers-by. By the end, his 

anthemic songs such as I Still Believe, If 

Ever I Stray, Wessex Boy, Sailors Boots, Peggy 

Sang the Blues, The Way I Tend To Be had 

converted them all, and Frank Turner had 

won yet another new audience. With a 

songbook full of catchy folk/country/punk 

songs this former voice of post-hardcore 

band Million Dead has seen his career 

charted in a fi rmly upward curve, thanks 

to his fi ve best-selling albums and raucous 

anthemic singles. With a recent sold-out 

arena tour and prestigious mainstage 

slots at Leeds and Reading festivals under 

his belt, it is clear that Frank Turner’s star is 

still on the rise. He plays the Crossroads 

on Sunday at 9pm.

Start Thursday 2nd April
MOJO 

22.45 Coun ng Crows 
21.15 Trombone Shorty & Orleans Avenue
19.45 S cky Fingers
18.15 Jurassic 5
16.45 Declan Kelly presents Diesel n Dub

feat. Frank Yamma, Emma Donovan, 
Radical Son, Pat Powell & Tony Hughes

16.15 Frank Yamma 
15.30 Arakwal Opening Ceremony

CROSSROADSCROSSROADS
22.45 Angus & Julia Stone
21.15 Hozier 
19.45 Boy & Bear
18.15 Augie March 
17.00 Jus n Townes Earle 
16.00 Skipping Girl Vinegar (solo)

JAMBALAYA
22.45 Jimmy Cli  
21.15 SOJA 
19.45 Playing For Change 
18.15 Chris Robinson Brotherhood
17.00 Wagons 
16.00 Luluc

DELTA
23.00 Nikki Hill
21.30 Keb' Mo'
20.00 G. Love & Special Sauce 
18.30 Ma Andersen 
17.15 Shaun Kirk
16.00 Kristy Lee 

JUKE JOINT
22.45 The Rumjacks 
21.15 Delta Rae 
19.00 Music Maker Blues Revue
17.30 Dewayne Evere smith 
16.00 The Bella Reunion

4

Charles Bradley
Program correct as 
of Tuesday March 31

THURSDAY April 2
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7 Marvell Street, BYRON BAY • 6680 8317
www.oceansofrhythm.com

’Life is Rhythm and Rhythm is life’ 
Drop into Oceans of Rhythm and immerse yourself in our 

many instruments, circus and fi re spinning toys... 
Or simply fi nd your inner peace in our Zen meditation room.
With a store designed to help you express your inner being 

and fi nd your inner rhythm an Oceans of Rhythm experience 
will be one of pure joy and unforgettable magic. 

‘Be all that you can be...’

Shop 1/5 Byron St (clock tower st) 
BYRON BAY   Ph 02 6680 8856

NO STALL @ BLUESFEST 
Stock up in town NOW!

Byron 

shop open 

all weekend!

Special 
on party 

herbs

Happy, healthy, harmless, 
hangover-free, 

hippy, horny herbs

THE RAILWAY FRIENDLY BAR, BYRON BAY
6685 7662  THE FAMOUS RAILS kitchen

THE RAILS
Wednesday 1 April 

CLAY BLYTH
Thursday 2 April

DAN HANNAFORD
Friday 3 April

BOHEMIAN COWBOYS
Saturday 4 April 

2.30pm SAMBA BLISSTAS 7pm SOUL’D
Sunday 5 April

RAGGA JUMP
Monday 6 April 

MICKA SCENE
Tuesday 7 April 

JON J BRADLEY
Wednesday 8 April 

SIMON WRIGHT
Thursday 9 April 

THE DAYS
Friday 10 April 

VANESSA BAKER & THE ELECTRIC ECCLECTIC
Saturday 11 April

PAUL HASELGROVE & THE TAMWORTH TOSSERS
Sunday 12 April 

THRILLBILLY STOMP

SAMBA BLISSTAS DAN HANNAFORD

MICKA SCENEVANESSA BAKERCLAY BLYTH

11. Matt Andersen
With more than two million views on 

YouTube, independent sales in excess of 

30,000 albums, a 2013 European Blues 

award, and winning Best Solo Performer 

at the Memphis Blues Challenge, it 

appears that the entire world is now 

discovering Canada’s Matt Andersen. 

A powerhouse performer with a giant, 

soul-fi lled voice and commanding stage 

presence, Matt has built a formidable 

following the old-fashioned way: touring 

worldwide and letting the converted 

audiences and Andersen devotees spread 

his reputation through word of mouth. 

After hearing the instant classic material 

on his new album Weightless, it’s hard to 

imagine any fan of Matt Andersen – old or 

new – leaving unsatisfi ed.

He plays the Delta at 4.30pm on 

Thursday, the Juke Joint on Friday at 

6.45pm, the Delta on Sunday at 1.30pm 

and on Monday he’s at the Juke Joint 

at 7.15pm. With four gigs early in the day 

you’ve got no excuse not to catch his set!

12. Watussi
Sydney afro-latin rockers Watussi are 

coming back to Bluesfest for one last 

hurrah! Led by charismatic Colombian 

ex-pat Oscar Jimenez, this afro-latin outfi t 

arose out of the multicultural broth of 

Sydney’s vibrant music scene. Wild live 

shows, original compositions and the 

ability to navigate across diverse genres 

established Watussi as one of the most 

powerful latin bands in Australia, with a 

number of followers deeply connected to 

their music. 

The Juke Joint at 7.15pm on Saturday 

and the Mojo on Monday at 2.30pm.

13. Trevor Hall
Trevor Hall realised at a very early age that 

music was more than just a passion. As 

an 11-year-old playing harmonica beside 

his father in the cradle of the weeping 

willows of South Carolina, music quickly 

became his most intimate companion, 

guide and creative outlet. Trevor’s music 

is an eclectic mix of acoustic rock, reggae 

and Sanskrit chanting and he quickly 

broke through the music scene, with 

such early accomplishments in his career 

as having a song recorded on the Shrek 

the Third soundtrack, as well as joining 

a series of sold-out tours with artists 

such as Steel Pulse, the Wailers, Jimmy 

Cliff , Matisyahu, Michael Franti, Nahko 

and Colbie Callait. Trevor’s self-titled fi rst 

album debuted on Billboard’s Heatseeker 

chart at Number 7 in 2009; he was named 

one of the Top 20 New Artists by Music 

Connection magazine; and in 2010 MTV 

named him one of the twenty emerging 

artists for 2010. His most recent album, 

Chapter Of the Forest (2014), debuted at 

Number 3 on the iTunes singer/songwriter 

chart and Number 17 on the iTunes overall 

albums chart.

Trevor Hall will be performing at Michael 

Franti’s Soulshine concert at Bluesfest on 

Easter Monday for his exciting Bluesfest 

debut. 

5

David Gray

Watussi Trevor Hall

Alabama Shakes
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treasure – Paul Kelly returns to the 

Bluesfest stage this year showcasing 

his brand-new collaboration-based 

release The Merri Soul Sessions. Live, this 

very special soul-review will feature 

performances with some of the incredible 

guest vocalists from the album including 

Dan Sultan, Kira Puru and Vika & Linda Bull. 

Through continual reinvention, 19 studio 

albums (plus several live releases and 

fi lm scores) and countless accolades Paul 

Kelly has carved out his enduring place 

in the Australian psyche. His stories are 

synonymous with our landscape, history 

and lifestyle. It seems fi tting for the new 

chapter in this infl uential career to include 

collaborations with the next generation of 

incredible Australian musicians. 

Monday at the Mojo at 7pm.

16. Pokey LaFarge
Suit up people, it’s time to throw 

yourselves back into the American age 

of early jazz bars, string ragtime, country 

blues and western swing – Pokey Lafarge 

and his band have crafted a fresh genre 

all their own. Hailing from the heart of 

America and based in Missouri, Pokey’s 

midwestern appeal and surefi re charisma 

never fail to charm audiences, giving way 

to a live music experience that manages to 

be fl amboyant and unassuming all at once. 

Lafarge narrates, shouts and croons above 

the incredible harmonica, upright bass, 

saxophone and trumpets of his gifted 

band. Having played alongside the likes 

of Jack White, Old Crow Medicine Show, 

Wanda Jackson, the Raconteurs and 

Carolina Chocolate Drops, in addition to 

appearances on The Late Show with David 

Letterman and the Boardwalk Empire 

soundtrack, Lafarge has already created 

himself a master reputation among his 

esteemed peers. 

Saturday at the Delta at 9pm and 

Monday at 3pm at the Jambalaya.

17. Angus & Julia Stone
Australian sibling troubadours Angus & 

Julia Stone return to Bluesfest after six years! 

The darlings of Australian folk-pop have 

catapulted from their humble beginnings in 

Sydney’s northern beaches to international 

notoriety since their debut in 2007.

Equally enjoying incredible success 

as solo artists, together Angus & Julia 

have conquered the Australian charts, 

radio waves, and awards ceremonies, 

particularly with the multi-platinum-

selling Number 1 album Down the Way, 

which topped the Triple J Hottest 100 and 

gave us anthems such as Big Jet Plane 

and And the Boys, the former winning 

ARIA Song of the Year. At the end of 2014 

they delivered a captivating self-titled 

third album – produced by the legendary 

Rick Rubin and speculated as possibly 

their best yet. Debuting at Number 1 and 

already achieving gold status, it led with 

the Top 40 single Heart Beats Slow, and 

has received worldwide critical acclaim. 

At the Crossroads on Thursday at 10.45pm. 

18.  Ben Harper & 
The Innocent Criminals

This year’s Bluesfest sees the much-
anticipated reunion of Ben Harper & 
the Innocent Criminals. Festival director 
Peter Noble refl ects on the impromptu 
show of 2011. ‘I remember that night in 
2011 well: It was all so last minute, to a 
point where their percussionist bought a 
djembe drum from a busker in the street 
in Byron Bay – the home of Bluesfest – for 

the performance, as he hadn’t brought 
one with him. It really was so special for 
everyone – the audience couldn’t believe 
that they were seeing perhaps the most 
infl uential band to EVER play Bluesfest, 
back on our stage unannounced and 
hearing the songs they love once again. 
I recall the band’s celebrations in the 
dressing room, after their truly great 
show, going most of the night – they 
were all so thrilled to be back together 
again. What an honour that they chose 
Bluesfest to reunite and do their fi rst 
offi  cial performance – save for a couple of 
warm-up dates in a club in San Francisco. 
We have had so many magical moments 
at Bluesfest – this is surely going to be up 
there with the best.’ 

Sunday at 10pm at the Mojo.

BYRON BAY

CAMPING & DISPOSALS

90 Jonson St Byron Bay [next to woolies]  T: 6685 8085
theteam@Byron-Camping.com.au facebook/ByronBay Camping

*proud supporters of the cape byron steiner school*

OPEN 7 DAYS

ALL YOUR BLUESFEST CAMPING NEEDS

ROCK & ROLL
COFFEE COMPANY

THE

COFFEE & Pan-Asian specialists
Open all 

Easter/Bluesfest 
weekend

Fri-Sat-Sun-Mon 
from 7:30am

Also open  
for dinner  

Wed-Thu-Fri  
from 5pm  

3/55 Burringbar St 
Mullumbimby  

Ph: 6684 4224

6
14.  Xavier Rudd & 

The United Nations
Xavier Rudd is one of the performers synonymous 

with the spirit of Bluesfest. This will be his 9th time at 

Bluesfest. Audiences just love Rudd. Emerging from 

the studio after recording his dream project – the 

long-awaited Nanna – Xavier Rudd returns with his 

brand-new full band: the United Nations.

Featuring bass, drums, keys, horns, fl ute, guitar, 

backing vocalists, and percussion, Xavier Rudd & the 

United Nations bring together musicians from all 

corners of the globe, representing diverse cultures of 

Australia, Indigenous Australia, South Africa, Samoa, 

Germany and Papua New Guinea.

Celebrating ‘One People Musical Force’ with a strong 

message of all people coming together around the 

globe to return to spirit, respect the ancient ways and 

protect the earth and the very essence of creation.

Sunday at the Mojo at 6.30pm.

15.  Paul Kelly presents The Merri 
Soul Sessions – featuring 
Dan Sultan, Kira Puru & Vika 

& Linda Bull
Singer, poet, songwriter and national VINTAGE 

POP-UP BAZAAR

Fri 3 April - Mon 6 April
9am - 5pm 

Brunswick Heads 
Memorial Hall, Fingal St

Clothing, Collectables, Furniture, Books & More

Start Friday 3rd April
MOJO

22.30 Alabama Shakes 
21.00 Paolo Nu ni
19.30 To be con rmed
18.00 Trombone Shorty & Orleans Avenue
16.30 Beth Hart
15.00 Band Of Skulls 
13.30 Switchfoot
12.00 Delta Rae 

CROSSROADSCROSSROADS
22.30 Zac Brown Band
21.00 Hunter Hayes 
19.00 Train
17.00 Jimmy Cli  
15.30 SOJA
14.00 Keb' Mo' 
12.30 Nikki Hill

JAMBALAYA 
22.10 Gary Clark Jr.
20.30 Chris Robinson Brotherhood
19.00 Ruthie Foster
17.30 G. Love & Special Sauce 
16.00 JJ Grey & Mofro 
13.30 RocKwiz Live

JUKE JOINT
22.00 Music Maker Blues Revue
20.15 Je  Lang
18.45 Ma Andersen 
16.00 ABC Gold Coast FM Na onal Broadcast
14.30 Dewayne Evere smith 
13.15 Frank Yamma 
12.00 Shaun Kirk 

DELTA
22.30 Dispatch
21.00 Donavon Frankenreiter 
19.30 Playing For Change
18.00 Declan Kelly presents Diesel n' Dub

feat. Alex Lloyd, Frank Yamma, Emma 
Donovan, Radical Son,Pat Powell & Tony Hughes

16.30 The Beat 
15.00 Keziah Jones 
13.30 Jake Shimabukuro
12.00 Kristy Lee

Jake Shimabukuro

Program correct as 
of Tuesday March 31

FRIDAY April 3
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19. Blue King Brown
Blue King Brown is Australia’s 

premier urban roots and 

reggae powerhouse. Their 

cross-generational groove 

and socially conscious sound 

is led by the multi-talented, 

relentless energy of Nattali 

Rize. Powerful vocal and lyrical 

deliveries meet a roots, rock 

and afro groove mash-up built 

on an irrepressible percussive 

foundation. Fans will get to 

hear songs from the ARIA-

nominated artist’s highly 

anticipated new album Born 

Free featuring the Triple J high-

rotation single All Nations. 

Their world-renowned, power-

packed live show is second 

to none, rocking crowds 

from Tokyo to Texas and 

everywhere in between. 

Jambalaya 9pm on Sunday. 

20. Hozier
Irish singer/songwriter and 

multi-instrumentalist Andrew 

Hozier is set to delight 

audiences when he makes his 

Bluesfest debut. At only 24 

years of age, he accumulated a 

strong underground following 

through Spotify, YouTube 

and radio success, gathering 

momentum and rapidly 

burgeoning into international 

stardom. Produced by Rob 

Kirwan (U2, Depeche Mode, 

Glasvegas, Ray Lamontagne), 

his 2013 debut EP Take Me 

To Church released later in 

Australia has been nominated 

for Song of the Year at the 

2015 Grammys. The song is 

a worldwide smash hit and 

currently sits at Number 2 on 

Australian and New Zealand 

charts, Number 3 on the US 

Billboard charts, and has just 

re-entered the BBC chart at 

Number 10. His seemingly 

overnight success comes from 

true talent. His poetic way with 

words is a blessing (for us) 

as much as his susceptibility 

to romance, and romantic 

dreaming, sounds like a curse 

(for him). His live performance 

is raw and captivating. 

Catch him on Thursday at the 

Crossroads at 9.15pm.

21. Mavis Staples 
VH1 named Grammy Award 

winner Mavis Staples one of 

the 100 Greatest Women of 

Rock and Roll, and Rolling 

Stone listed her as one of the 

100 Greatest Singers of All 

Time. Staples is the real deal. In 

her 67-year career – from her 

ground-breaking family gospel 

group – The Staples Singers 

I’ll Take You There, Respect 

Yourself, If You’re Ready (Come 

Go With Me) and on her own, 

Mavis Staples is responsible 

for blazing a rhythm and blues 

trail, while never relinquishing 

her gospel roots and it is 

now that her star is shining 

brightest. Mavis Staples has 

publicly stated that Bluesfest 

is her favourite festival of all 

time. The lady don’t lie! 

Jambalaya on Sunday at 

5.30pm and Monday at 9pm. 

22. Serena Ryder
She’s back! It’s been more than 

10 years since the Canadian 

beauty graced the stages of 

Bluesfest. Toronto-born Serena 

Ryder’s star is constantly rising, 

having toured with Melissa 

Etheridge and featuring on The 

Tonight Show with Jay Leno last 

year following her trailblazing, 

three-times platinum-selling 

single Stompa and the equally 

infectious, double-platinum 

follow-up, What I Wouldn’t 

Do. Ryder is no stranger to 

sales success over the years 

with albums If Your Memory 

Serves You Well (2007) and Is 

it OK (2009) both achieving 

gold-selling status along 

with single Weak In the Knees 

also reaching gold. If you’re 

ready for a feel-good folk rock 

session, then circle Serena 

Ryder in your festival programs 

– her instantly adorable stage 

presence and musicianship will 

have you smiling and dancing 

before you can say ‘multi-

platinum for a reason’! 

The Juke Joint on Sunday at 

2.45pm and Delta Stage at 

2.45pm on Monday.

23. Angelique Kidjo
Grammy Award winner 

Angelique Kidjo is more than 

a musician with a 20-year 

discography with 12 albums 

and thousands of concerts 

around the world. She is also 

a tireless campaigner for 

women’s health and education 

in Africa, and a UNICEF Peace 

Ambassador. She is also a 

prolifi c songwriter. On Eve, 

her latest album and Savoy 

Records debut, named for 

her own mother as well as 

the mythical ‘mother of all 

living’, the Benin-born singer/

songwriter builds on this ever-

evolving legacy. She plays 

Crossroads Sunday at 6pm 

and Mojo on Monday at 4pm. 

24.  Michael Franti 
& Spearhead

Without doubt one of the 

most popular Bluesfest 

performers is Michael 

Franti. This year Franti does 

something unique, kicking 

off  his Soulshine Sessions 

with yoga. Yes, that’s right, 

yoga at Bluesfest. It’s how 

Franti keeps his mind in the 

game. Patrons are invited to 

get in the zone with yoga 

led by a local teacher and 

accompanied by an acoustic 

jam. Franti then welcomes, 

Trevor Hall, Rebelution and 

Soja to the stage before he 

busts out his old faves such as 

Say Hey (I love You), I’m Alive, 

Everyone Deserves Music, the 

Sound of Sunshine, Hey Hey 

Hey and I’ll Be Waiting. Franti 

is the founder of the Do It 

For Love Foundation where 

he brings pleasure to many 

by gifting people who are 

living with advanced stages of 

life-threatening illnesses live 

concerts and ‘meet-and-greet’ 

experiences… 

Join this soldier of love at 

Bluesfest on Monday for 

yoga at the Crossroads at 

4.30pm and a headline at 

10.30pm. Hang in for the ride 

and experience the vibe of 

his specially chosen friends 

for what Franti calls the 

Soulshine Session. 

25. The Rumjacks
Five musical misfi ts from 

the cobbled streets of old 

Sydneytown, Celtic punk-

rockers the Rumjacks, are 

coming to Bluesfest for the 

fi rst time! The fi rst band to be 

signed to ABC’s Four label, 

the Rumjacks are an entity 

rather askew, cast adrift from 

the mainstream and the 

industry as a whole; a group 

unto themselves and the 

music they’ve made their own. 

Likened to the the Pogues, Billy 

Bragg, and Dropkick Murphys, 

the Rumjacks ooze Celtic roots 

with the driving punk rock 

rhythms, cheeky lyrics and 

rampant, greased-up bonhomie 

that drips from the stage. 

They play the Juke Joint on 

Saturday at 9.45pm and the 

Delta on Sunday at 10.30pm.

10mins. south from Byron Bay along the Pacific Highway• 6687 8432
www.macadamiacastle.com.au
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26. Rebelution
California’s Rebelution will be 

bringing their chilled reggae 

beats to Bluesfest for the 

band’s very fi rst Australian 

performance. Beginning as 

reggae enthusiasts in the 

college town of Santa Barbara, 

Rebelution quickly grew to 

the success story they have 

become, playing more than 

100 shows a year around the 

world, owning the stage at 

major festivals and selling out 

renowned venues such as Red 

Rocks and the Santa Barbara 

Bowl. The most impressive 

part is that they have achieved 

all of this without backing 

from any major label or media 

push. 

They play on Monday at the 

Crossroads at 7.30pm.

27. Ruthie Foster
From houses of worship to 

houses of blues, Ruthie Foster 

has always been a rafter-

rattler. And with a soul-fi lled 

voice honed in Texas churches, 

she can move audiences to 

tears or ecstasy — sometimes 

in a single song. Her last two 

albums, 2009’s The Truth 

According to Ruthie Foster and 

2012’s Let It Burn, moved the 

Recording Academy to deliver 

Best Blues Album Grammy 

nominations; her latest, 

Promise of a Brand New Day, 

could make her a contender 

once more. On stage, her 

combustible blend of soul, 

blues, rock, folk and gospel is 

something to behold.

She plays the Jambalaya 

Stage on Friday at 7pm and 

again on Sunday at 4pm.

28.  Skipping Girl 
Vinegar

Their last set at Bluesfest 

went off  and so hobo-pop 

darlings Skipping Girl Vinegar 

are back for 2015 launching 

their anticipated third album 

The Great Wave. Peter Noble, 

festival director, says, ‘the 

Great Wave deserves to be a 

Top 10 hit worldwide. It is full 

of great songs which radio and 

listeners will love.’ Skipping Girl 

Vinegar is fresh off  the plane 

from Nashville – working 

with acclaimed US producer 

Brad Jones (Josh Rouse, Missy 

Higgins). 

A band of celebrated 

songwriters have created 

critically acclaimed albums 

Sift the Noise and Keep Calm, 

Carry the Monkey, all making 

many Album of the Year lists 

receiving extensive radio play 

on US and Australian radio. 

Rich with melody, layers and 

classic singalong choruses, this 

heart-warming band is a must-

see experience.

They play a solo show at the 

Crossroads on Thursday at 

4pm and a full show at the 

Mojo on Saturday at 3pm 

and another gig on Sunday 

at midday back at the 

Crossroads.

29. Nikki Hill
Hailed the new queen of 

soul, Nikki Hill and her band 

have been setting fi re to 

stages around the world and 

this long weekend are sure 

to ignite stages at Bluesfest. 

Hailing from North Carolina, 

and infl uenced mostly by Little 

Richard, Nikki comes by her 

Deep South soul honestly. This 

blues shouter and growler is a 

bona fi de rock ’n’ roll diva that 

MYSTICAL TOUR OF THE 
WEST COUNTRY OF BRITAIN
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Departing London 31 August 2015 for 12 days – Tour price $5150pp twin share
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Castle – legendary birthplace of King Arthur • Explore Bath • Optional Ireland tour follows or can be 
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has audiences wrapped around her fi nger.

Her 2012 self-titled EP created a heavy and 

sudden international underground buzz 

that has continued to grow and build 

on her fanbase after her fi rst full-length 

release Here’s Nikki Hill in 2013.

She plays the Crossroads on Friday at 

12.30pm, then again Saturday at 3pm 

and closes with a show at the Mojo on 

Monday at 2pm.

30.  Trombone Shorty & 
Orleans Avenue

Trombone Shorty & Orleans Avenue are 

one of Bluesfest’s fi nest discoveries. Since 

their 2011 roof-raising debut, they’ve 

made Bluesfest their spiritual home, 

returning in 2012 and 2013 – each time 

raising our tent roof a little higher than 

the year before. 

New Orleans native Trombone Shorty 

is the bandleader and frontman of 

Trombone Shorty & Orleans Avenue, 

a hard-edged funk band that employs 

hip-hop beats, rock dynamics and 

improvisation in a jazz tradition. He began 

his career as a bandleader at the tender 

age of six, and toured internationally 

for the fi rst time at age 12 before joining 

Lenny Kravitz’s horn section at the age of 

19 for a 105-date world tour in 2005–2006. 

Thursday at the Mojo at 9.15pm, and 

back at the Mojo on Friday at 6pm. 

31. Mariachi El Bronx
Punk rock and Mariachi joins forces when 

the one and only Mariachi El Bronx make 

their Bluesfest debut this weekend. 

To give you a little insight into the history 

of this band you need to know of the 

Bronx – an LA-born punk/hardcore band 

that formed in 2002 and received early 

success including a dedicated Australian 

fanbase. When the Bronx were requested 

to perform acoustically on a television 

show the group decided that rather than 

taming their own sound they would wear 

sombreros and take their music in a whole 

new direction. This led to the beginning 

of their alter ego: Mariachi El Bronx. 

From playing sweaty punk dives to 

booking dates with the likes of the 

Flaming Lips, Foo Fighters and the 

Killers, and touring with Gogol Bordello, 

members of both bands have an 

incredible variety to their art. The Mariachi 

style didn’t completely come out of 

the blue as frontman Matt Caughthran 

says: ‘…Growing up in Mexican 

neighbourhoods, it feels automatic’. The 

band claim their culture clash follows in a 

grand punk tradition, namely the Pogues, 

who merge traditional music of their Irish 

backgrounds with punk abandon, and 

the Clash, who melded raw garage guitars 

with Brixton reggae riddims. 

They play the Mojo at 4.30pm on 

Saturday.

32.  Melbourne Ska 
Orchestra

Assembled from some of Australia’s 

pre-eminent names in ska and reggae, 

and fronted by inimitable frontman 

Nicky Bomba (Bomba, Bustamento, 

John Butler Trio), the soaring popularity 

of the Melbourne Ska Orchestra is fast 

cementing the group as a fi xture in 

Australia’s musical landscape. The 26- 

(often stretching to 34-) piece multi-ARIA 

nominated collective has acquired an 

impressive, ever-growing overseas 

fanbase, playing iconic gigs including 

Glastonbury Festival and Montreal Jazz 

Festival. MSO exudes a freewheeling 

colour of contemporary ska, having 

crafted their sound with unexpected 

arrangements, seductive harmonies, 

powerful horns and foot-stomping drums. 

Witness as the mighty Melbourne Ska 

Orchestra continues its feat for worldwide 

ska domination! 

Saturday at the Mojo at 6pm and the 

Crossroads on Sunday at 7.30pm.

33. Steve Smyth
Hailing from the NSW south coast, Steve 

Smyth’s music bears all the markers of the 

itinerant songwriter. Smyth’s new album 

Exits, produced by Waronker (Thom Yorke, 

Beck) and Gus Seyff ert (the Black Keys, 

Norah Jones), is receiving acclaim from all 

corners of the country, including Double 

J Feature Album, Album Of the Week on 

ABC Newcastle and Darwin, and a J Award 

nomination for Artist Of the Year. Certainly 

Smyth’s intention for Exits was to push the 

dynamic range of his vocals to previously 

untested extremes, while still reminding 

us that the art of songwriting is not dead. 

This is a burgeoning Australian talent on 

the rise, and one well worth catching at 

Bluesfest. 

He plays the Delta at 12pm on Sunday 

and again at 1.15pm on Monday.

10mins. south from Byron Bay along the Pacific Highway• 6687 8432
www.macadamiacastle.com.au
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Start Saturday 4th April
MOJO 

22.30 Paolo Nu ni
21.00 Alabama Shakes 
19.30 Hozier
18.00 Melbourne Ska Orchestra
16.30 Mariachi El Bronx
15.00 Skipping Girl Vinegar 
13.30 Band of Skulls
12.00 Genevieve Chadwick

CROSSROADSCROSSROADS
22.45 David Gray
21.00 The Gipsy Kings
19.30 Rodrigo y Gabriela 
18.00 The Waterboys 
16.30 John Mayall 
15.00 Nikki Hill
13.30 Steve Smyth

DELTA
22.30 Jon Cleary & The Monster Gentlemen
21.00 Pokey LaFarge
19.30 Dave Alvin & Phil Alvin with The Guilty Ones
18.00 Je  Lang
16.30 Rebelu on
15.00 The Beat
13.30 Kristy Lee
12.00 Marlon Williams & The Yarra Benders

JUKE JOINT
22.15 Music Maker Blues Revue
20.45 The Rumjacks
19.15 Watussi
17.45 Wagons
16.15 Karl S. Williams
14.45 Jake Shimabukuro
13.15 Luluc

JAMBALAYA
22.30 Playing For Change 
20.30 Fly My Pre es
19.00 Dispatch
17.30 Donavon Frankenreiter
16.00 Keziah Jones
13.30 RocKwiz Live

Donavon Frankenreiter

Program correct as 
of Tuesday March 31

SATURDAY April 4
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34.  Playing for 
Change

Playing For Change stands 

for so much more than just 

music. It is a movement 

created to inspire, connect 

and bring peace to the world 

through music. Playing For 

Change supports music 

schools and programs that 

are created and operated by 

the local community and then 

purposefully connects those 

communities around the 

world. The Playing For Change 

band is made up of musicians 

from all walks of life coming 

from all over the world. Their 

Bluesfest performance will be 

an unforgettable live musical 

experience featuring Grandpa 

Elliott, legendary street 

musician from New Orleans, 

who sings alongside Clarence 

Bekker (Netherlands), Titi Tsira 

(South Africa), Tal Ben Ari ‘Tula’ 

(Israel), Jason Tamba (Congo), 

and Mermans Mosengo 

(Congo). The rhythm section 

features Roberto Luti (Italy) on 

lead guitar, Orbe Ortiz (Cuba) 

on the bass, Peter Bunetta 

(USA) on drums, and Keiko 

Komaki (Japan) on keyboards. 

Together on stage they create 

an atmosphere of love and 

unity for everyone! Playing For 

Change is coming to Bluesfest 

for the third time in a row. 

Wonderful, indeed! 

At the Jambalaya on 

Thursday at 7.45pm, Friday 

at the Delta at 7.30pm and 

Saturday at 10.30pm back at 

the Jambalaya, and fi nally 

at the Delta at 10.30pm on 

Monday. 

35. Wagons
Wagons are one of those 

bands that are impossible to 

forget, leaving a deep and 

smile-inducing imprint on 

the brain. Led by the unique 

swagger of Renaissance man 

Henry Wagons, they are a 

bunch of facial-hair-wielding 

tall timber, reminiscent of 

decades past, when bands 

gave their audiences bucket 

loads of charm and were 

shrouded in a little enigmatic 

mystery. Often lauded as one 

of Australia’s great live bands, 

they relentlessly provide a 

stomping fl oor-fracturing 

show no matter what stage 

they take over. Wagons have 

shared stages around the 

world with Lucinda Williams, 

Justin Townes Earle, Edward 

Sharpe and the Magnetic 

Zeros, and more, as well 

as performances at SXSW, 

Canadian Music Week and 

Americana showcases, and a 

long list of impressive festival 

appearances. Wagons have 

just released their sixth studio 

album Acid Rain & Sugar Cane, 

produced by Mick Harvey 

(Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds, 

PJ Harvey) and mixed by Matt 

Linesch (Edward Sharpe and 

the Magnetic Zeros). Their 

unique records and live shows 

have something for everyone. 

There’s melodrama, there’s 

menace and there’s mirth – in 

spades.

Jambalaya at 5pm on 
Thursday, the Juke Joint at 
5.45pm on Saturday.

36. Jurassic 5
This conscious West Coast 

hip-hop collective regrouped 

to play the Coachella 

Music Festival in 2013 – the 

Glastonbury Festival in 2014 

and now Bluesfest 2015! 

Jurassic 5 formed in the early 

nineties and quickly became 

known as one of the soulful 

and socially aware hip-hop 

groups of the LA underground 

scene. They weren’t throwback 

or old school, but they 

embodied a nostalgic sound 

that was also at once fresh and 

has remained the benchmark 

for original hip-hop ever since. 

The group gave us timeless 

tracks such as Quality Control, 

What’s Golden, Day at the Races 

and Thin Line featuring Nelly 

Furtado before they parted 

ways in 2007. Although the 

band was out of sight they 

were certainly not out of 

mind and their lore grew on 

soundtracks, and in video 

games. After a huge sold-

out tour in early 2014 this 

distinctive six-piece are back 

and showing us what hip-hop 

should sound like. Jurassic 5 

have released their fi rst song 

since the reunion, The Way We 

Do It. It features production 

from the late Heavy D and a 

sample of the White Stripes’ 

Get Behind Me Satan single 

My Doorbell. MC Chali 2na, 

known for his distinct baritone 

cadence, a founder of Jurassic 

5 and also a successful solo 

artist, blew audiences away 

at Bluesfest’s 25th anniversary 

and this time around he 

returns with the full six-

member tribe. Welcome back, 

Jurassic 5! 

They play 6.15pm on 

Thursday at the Mojo and 

headline the Crossroads on 

Sunday at 10.30pm.

37.  Rodrigo y 
Gabriela

Rodrigo y Gabriela, the 

internationally acclaimed 

Mexican acoustic rock guitar 

duo who have won the hearts 

of many Australian music fans, 

return to Bluesfest with their 

unique instrumental blend of 

Rumba Flamenca including 

elements of rock, metal, jazz 

and world music. Rodrigo y 

Gabriela will also be bringing 

their latest release and fi rst 

studio album in fi ve years with 

them: 9 Dead Alive. Rodrigo 

Sanchez and Gabriela Quintero 

have been playing together 

for more than fi fteen years. 

First as young thrash metal 

fans in their native Mexico City, 

then as innocents abroad and 

street musicians in Dublin, 

Ireland, at the turn of the 

millennium, and fi nally as the 

globe-straddling, fi lm-scoring, 

record-breaking artists they 

are today including sales in 

excess of 1.5 million albums, 

and sold-out tours worldwide 

including headlining at 

London’s Wembley Arena, just 

two weeks before they play 

Bluesfest. Rodrigo y Gabriela 

are known for their exhilarating 

live shows; the extraordinary 

interplay between Sanchez’s 

fi ery lead lines and Quintero’s 

phenomenal rhythmic batter, 

creates a sound which is 

truly universal. Their appeal 

is boundless, their scope 

limitless, and the music 

timeless.

They play the Crossroads at 

7.30pm on Sunday and the 

Mojo at 8.30pm on Sunday.

38.  The Beautiful 
Girls

The Beautiful Girls are 

returning to Bluesfest with 

their pioneering Australian 

surf-roots-reggae sounds, that 

heart-on-the-sleeve voice of 

Mat McHugh, and brand-new 

material. The Sydney-born 

collective have enjoyed 

glowing reviews, international 

tours, chart success and 

multiple award nominations 

since its formation a decade 

ago. Since Periscopes became a 

certifi ed Triple J radio hit in the 

summer of 2002, the band’s 

accolades have continued 

to burgeon. The 2010 album 

peaked at Number 18 on 

the ARIA charts, debuted at 

Number 1 in the Australian 

Independent Chart, and 

Number 7 in the US Billboard 

Reggae Albums Chart. 

The new album Dancehall 

Days was released on 

McHugh’s Separatista label in 

October 2014, preceding an 

international tour in 2015. The 

music is fl owing, the band is 

in shape, and they promise to 

present the familiar and the 

soon-to-be-familiar songs at 

this year’s Bluesfest. 

They play the Crossroads on 

Monday at 1.30pm.

39. Train
Perennial hit makers and 

three-time Grammy Award 

winners Train make their 

Bluesfest debut this Easter! 

The colossal group has sold 

more than 10 million albums 

worldwide and 30 million 

tracks worldwide, with 

numerous platinum and gold 

citations on their mantle, 

three Grammy Awards, two 

Billboard Music Awards and 

dozens of other honours and 

nominations. Audiences will 

be familiar with their hits 

such as the Grammy-winning 

Drops Of Jupiter (Tell Me) and 
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Hey Soul Sister. Train’s most recent album, 

2012’s California 37, featured the hit Drive 

By among other songs, a triple-platinum 

single in Australia that reached the 

Top Ten in 13 countries. For their debut 

Bluesfest performance Train will have new 

material; they premiered their new single 

Angel in Blue Jeans in July this year from 

their latest album Bulletproof Picasso set to 

be released in September. 

At the Crossroads at 7pm on Friday.

40. Tony Joe White
If you’re after authentic blues rock 

legends, then this swamp rock master, 

originally from Oak Grove, Louisiana, 

is one you cannot aff ord to miss! Tony 

Joe White has been gracing our ears for 

nearly fi ve decades with his laidback, 

signature country swamp rock blues style, 

of which he is one of the originators, 

and has collaborated with some of the 

world’s greats including Johnny Cash, Eric 

Clapton, Mark Knopfl er, Tom Jones and JJ 

Cale. In the beginning, a trip to Nashville 

in 1966 saw a string of lucky breaks and 

White’s prolifi c recording career began 

at fabled country-soul label, Monument 

Records. An undeniably esteemed lyricist, 

Tony Joe White is responsible for writing 

such great songs as Polk Salad Annie (his 

biggest hit), Rainy Night in Georgia and 

Steamy Windows that through the years 

have been recorded by everyone from 

Elvis Presley to Tina Turner and Dusty 

Springfi eld. TJW even wrote a song about 

Bluesfest and his experience playing at 

the festival – The Delta Singer – a fi rst 

for us; it’s from his album One Hot July 

(2000). His latest release, Hoodoo, was 

cut live to tape in an old antebellum 

house in Tennessee, oozing White’s raw 

and spontaneous trademark swamp 

funk style and stories of his Louisiana 

upbringing. The rich, velvet quality of 

his voice resonates to make the hairs on 

the back of your neck stand up, while his 

guitar sings barebones blues rock that 

transports you straight into the heart of 

his distinct Deep South heritage. 

Catch the Swamp Fox at the Delta at 

5.45pm on Monday.

41. RocKwiz Live
Expect the unexpected at RocKwiz Live 

this year. This stage-show adaptation of 

the popular SBS music quiz show will of 

course feature dynamic host Julia Zemiro, 

adjudicator Brian Nankervis, human 

scoreboard and roadie Dugald and the 

supremely talented RocKwiz Orkestra, 

made up of James Black, Mark Ferrie, 

Peter Luscombe and backing vocalists 

Linda & Vika Bull.

RocKwiz Live will once again be shooting 

their season-opening program at 

Bluesfest. Here’s another fantastic 

opportunity for all Bluesfest fans to see 

themselves as well as their favourite 

artists on television. The RocKwiz Live 

shows are bigger, bolder, longer, louder 

and a little looser than the television 

programs and the team revels in the 

unique atmosphere at Bluesfest.

Previous RocKwiz Live shows at Byron 

have featured an exciting mix of local 

and international artists performing 

with the RocKwiz Orkestra, collaborating 

with other festival guests, answering 

questions and rubbing shoulders with 

contestants… who are drawn from the 

audience before the show. Yes, it could 

be you!

Visiting performers such as Irma Thomas, 

Michael Franti, Ruthie Foster, Allen Stone, 

Grace Potter and Trombone Shorty along 

with local heroes such as Tex Perkins, 

Henry Wagons, Megan Washington, Ross 

Wilson, Marcia Hines and Tim Rogers have 

all been part of RocKwiz Live at previous 

Bluesfests, rocking the packed Jambalaya 

Tent and providing unexpected highlights 

for delighted crowds.

Who will it be this year? Only one way 

to fi nd out! Don’t miss this Kwiz-tacular 

of music, quiz, chat and comedy when 

RocKwiz plays Bluesfest on Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday at 1.30pm at the 

Jambalaya. Perfect way to kick off  a 

Bluesfest day!

42. Boy & Bear
One of the hottest Australian bands to 

arrive in years, Boy & Bear make their 

Bluesfest debut this year. In only six 

years since winning Triple J’s Unearthed, 

the Sydney quintet have made serious 

inroads, touring the world over with their 

platinum-selling debut Moonfi re, which 

won fi ve ARIA awards including Album of 

the Year. Confi dently intertwining folk and 

pop, Boy & Bear gained new fans after 

releasing their cover of Neil Finn’s Fall at 

your Feet for the popular He Will Have his 

Way compilation. The song was produced 

by ARIA-winning Wayne Connolly, 

who then went on to produce the 

sophomore album Harlequin Dream, 

which boasted a Number 1 

Start Sunday 5th April                     
MOJO 

22.00 Ben Harper & The Innocent Criminals
20.30 Rodrigo y Gabriela
18.30 Xavier Rudd & The United Na ons 
17.00 Hunter Hayes 
15.30 Beth Hart 
14.00 The Beau ful Girls
12.30 JJ Grey & Mofro

CROSSROADSCROSSROADS
22.30 Jurassic 5
21.00 Frank Turner & The Sleeping Souls
19.30 Melbourne Ska Orchestra 
18.00 Angelique Kidjo
16.15 Gary Clark Jr. 
14.45 Ash Grunwald
13.15 Declan Kelly presents Diesel n' Dub

feat. Emma Donovan, Radical Son, Pat Powell & Tony Hughes
12.00 Skipping Girl Vinegar12.00 Skipping Girl Vinegar

JAMBALAYA
22.30 Charles Bradley and His Extraordinaires
21.00 Blue King Brown 
19.00 Fly My Pre es
17.30 Mavis Staples 
16.00 Ruthie Foster
13.30 RocKwiz Live

DELTA
22.30 The Rumjacks
21.00 Jon Cleary & The Monster Gentlemen
19.30 Nikki Hill
18.00 Diesel
16.30 Jus n Townes Earle
15.00 Phil Wiggins & Dom Turner
13.30 Ma Andersen
12.00 Steve Smyth

JUKE JOINT
22.45 Playing For Change
20.30 Music Maker Blues Revue
19.00 Watussi
17.30 Karl S. Williams 
16.00 James T.
14.45 Serena Ryder
13.15 Genevieve Chadwick & The Stones Throw
12.00 Eddie Boyd & The Phatapillars (2014 Busking Compe on Winner)

debut in the ARIA charts, two songs in Triple J’s Hottest 100, and 

attracted AusMusic, Triple J and Rolling Stone award nominations. 

The hit single Southern Sun was the Number 1 added song to US 

radio in 2013. 

They are continually making international heads turn. USA Today 

named them as one of ‘fi ve Australian acts you need to know’. 

Thursday night at the Crossroads at 7.45pm.

43. Frank Yamma
Frank Yamma returns for his third Bluesfest performance in 2015, 

and his fi rst in four years. Regarded by many as one of Australia’s 

most signifi cant Indigenous songwriters and performers, when 

Yamma sings, you listen, and travel with him. An initiated 

Pitjantjatjara man from Australia’s Central Desert, he sings in his 

native language and English. His mighty songs, magical guitar 

playing and deeply arresting voice are all there in his compelling 

new album Uncle. 

Frank Yamma and his band Piranpa won a Deadly Award in 1999 

for their album Playing with Fire; He also won an AGSC Screen 

Music Award for Best Original Song Composed for a Feature 

Film, Telemovie, TV series or mini-series in 2005. He has recorded 

sets for Triple J’s Live at the Wireless and had multiple live 

performances broadcast on Radio National’s Live on Stage series. 

A performer since the age of nine, learning from his renowned 

musician father Isaac Yamma, Frank has an ability to cross 

cultural and musical boundaries, delivering with his incredible 

rich, deep and resonant voice. His brutally honest tales of social 

issues and the importance of country are spine tingling.

Frank will be performing solo, and with Declan Kelly’s 

Diesel’n’Dub. At the Mojo on Thursday at 4.15pm, and then 

with Declan Kelly straight after and then again at the Delta 

at 6pm on Friday. Franks also plays Friday at the Juke Joint at 

1.15pm.

11
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Doctor John and jazz man John Scofi eld.

Headlining the Delta on Saturday 

at 10.30pm and back at the Delta on 

Sunday at 9pm.

45. Switchfoot
California alt-rockers Switchfoot are 

bringing a diff erent energy to Bluesfest 

2015, in their fi rst visit to the festival. 

Switchfoot is a prolifi c, multi-platinum-

selling artist, with nine albums to their 

name. They won a Grammy Award for 

Best Rock or Rap Gospel Album in 2011, 

eleven GMA Dove awards and twelve San 

Diego Music Awards. Their songs have 

also featured on major Hollywood fi lm 

soundtracks including A Walk to Remember 

and Hawaii Five-O. Formed by brothers 

Jon and Tim Foreman and their buddy, 

Chad Butler, in 1997, it is now a fi ve-piece 

band of endorsed surfi ng champions 

and passionate musicians, enjoying 

commercial success and ardent fans across 

rock, blues and Christian genres. They’re 

also highly philanthropic, having founded 

the Switchfoot Bro-Am Surf Contest, 

an annual benefi t contest and concert 

to raise money for the homeless in the 

band’s hometown of San Diego, as well 

as supporting many other causes. Their 

latest album, Fading West, is an original 

soundtrack to the surf documentary of the 

same name, released in 2014. 

Friday at the Mojo at 1.30pm. 

46. The Waterboys
Celtic soul legends The Waterboys 

make their debut performance at 

Bluesfest this year. Led by one of the 

great contemporary frontmen, Mike 

Scott, and touring a brand-new album, 

new line-up, and 25 years of material, 

Bluesfest audiences are in for the rarest 

of treats – with surprises to boot, so 

Scott tells us. ‘People should expect the 

unexpected from the Waterboys,’ says 

Mike Scott. It’s a mission statement that 

has inspired three decades of compelling 

musical shape-shifting, and one that 

yields thrilling results on the Waterboys’ 

eleventh album, Modern Blues, released in 

January 2015. The ground-breaking 1998 

release Fisherman’s Blues that housed the 

hit title track was followed by a string of 

now-classics such as We Will Not Be Lovers, 

How Long Will I Love You, and Whole Of 

the Moon (which won the Ivor Novello 

prize for best song in 1991). Scott and 

his collective pioneered a new direction 

in rock and paved the way for countless 

contemporary bands. 

The Crossroads on Saturday at 6pm. 

47. Keb’ Mo’
Three-time Grammy winner, visionary 

roots-music storyteller and Bluesfest 

favourite Keb’ Mo’ has just had his most 

successful release in almost 20 years, the 

new album BLUESAmericana. The album 

marks the 20th anniversary of his debut 

Keb’ Mo’ and also the second time Keb’ 

has undergone a personal transformation. 

His fi rst began in 1984 in his native Los 

Angeles, where he’d worked hard to get 

record and publishing deals and establish 

himself as a studio musician under his 

given name Kevin Moore, and then saw all 

of that dissipate. 

Although he thought his career was over, 

he ended up getting a gig in a blues 

combo with saxist Monk Higgins and 

guitarist Charles ‘Charlie Tuna’ Dennis, 

who today plays rhythm six-string behind 

BB King. It is here when Keb’ says he learnt 

about all kinds of blues: Delta blues, 

Texas blues, Chicago blues, soul-blues… 

Keb’ then developed his own sound, 

blending their acoustic framework with 

the pop, R&B, rock, jazz and soul that had 

previously stoked his compositions. 

Over the past two decades Keb’ has 

cultivated a reputation as a modern 

master of American roots music through 

the understated excellence of his live and 

studio performances. His songs have been 

recorded by BB King, Buddy Guy, the Dixie 

Chicks, Joe Cocker and Robert Palmer, and 

his playing inspired leading instrument 

maker Gibson Brands to issue the Keb’ Mo’ 

Signature Bluesmaster acoustic guitar. He’s 

collaborated with a host of other artists 

including Bonnie Raitt, Jackson Brown, 

Cassandra Wilson, Buddy Guy, Amy Grant, 

Solomon Burke and Little Milton. 

Catch Keb’ Mo’ at the Delta at 9.30pm on 

Thursday and Friday at the Crossroads 

at 2pm. 

Professional Tattooing
And Body Piercing

www.ditattoobyronbay.com

02 6685 5033
2/31 Lawson St

Byron Bay
    Lic No. 0000508408

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE 15% OFF STORE WIDE
www.arnhem.co     arnhem_clothing

Shop 1/19 Lawson St, Byron Bay 2481 PH: 02 66857635
Open every day 9.30am-5pm

Start Monday 6th April
MOJO 

20.30 George Clinton & Parliament Funkadelic
19.00 Paul Kelly presents The Merri Soul Sessions
17.30 Charles Bradley and His Extraordinaires
16.00 Angelique Kidjo
14.30 Watussi 
13.00 Nikki Hill 

JAMBALAYA 
22.30 Gary Clark Jr.
21.00 Mavis Staples
19.30 John Mayall
18.00 Dave Alvin & Phil Alvin with The Guilty Ones 
16.30 Ash Grunwald
15.00 Pokey LaFarge
13.30 Karl S. Williams

DELTA
22.15 Playing For Change 
20.45 Blue King Brown 
19.15 Declan Kelly presents Diesel n' Dub

feat. Emma Donovan, Radical Son, Pat Powell & Tony Hughes
17.45 Tony Joe White
16.15 Diesel
14.45 Serena Ryder
13.15 Steve Smyth
12.00 2015 Busking Compe on Winner

JUKE JOINT
22.15 Music Maker Blues Revue
20.45 Phil Wiggins & Dom Turner
19.15 Ma Andersen
17.45 James T.
16.15 The Bella Reunion
14.45 Eddie Boyd & The Phatapillars (2014 Busking Compe on Winner)

13.15 Marlon Williams & The Yarra Benders 

Time CROSSROADSTime CROSSROADS 
22.30 Michael Fran  & Spearhead 
21.00 SOJA 
19.30 Rebelu on 
18.00 Trevor Hall
16.30 Yoga & acous c jam
15.00 Mariachi El Bronx
13.30 The Beau ful Girls
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44. Jon Cleary & The Monster Gentlemen
We welcome back ‘piano professor’ Jon Cleary, whom Bluesfest 

alumni Bonnie Raitt describes as ‘the ninth wonder of the world’. 

Born in England and bred in New Orleans, Jon Cleary is a triple 

threat, combining soulful vocals, masterful piano skills, and a 

knack for composing infectious grooves with melodic hooks 

and sharp lyrics. He balances a career performing on solo piano, 

playing with his power trio, with a career as a notorious hired 

gun for artists such as Bonnie Raitt and John Scofi eld. (Cleary is 

featured on vocals and keyboards on Piety Street by John Scofi eld 

& The Piety Street Band.) Jon has toured with Bonnie Raitt since 

1999, and has appeared on the albums Silver Lining and Souls 

Alike. Jon has also worked alongside the likes of Taj Mahal, 
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IMAGINE
A CAREER
WITHOUT
LIMITS

REGISTER NOW

sae.edu.au/EVENTS or call 1800 SAE EDU

Brisbane  |  Byron Bay  |  Sydney  |  Melbourne  |  Adelaide  |  Perth

Come along to our Info Night to learn how SAE 
can give you the skills you need to succeed locally 
and internationally.

As the world’s leading educator in creative media, 
SAE provides hands-on learning lead by industry 
specialists. SAE’s focus on creative media allows 
like-minded students to collaborate on real world 
projects, providing you the edge you need in today’s 
competitive world.

INFONIGHT
T H U R S DAY  A P R I L  1 6  |  6 P M  -  9 p m

BYRON BAY CAMPUS

373-391 Ewingsdale Road, Byron Bay

STUDYAUDIO

DEGREES, DIPLOMAS & CERTIFICATES IN:

 SOUND PRODUCTION

 LIVE SOUND

 ELECTRONIC MUSIC PRODUCTION
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48. SOJA 
Just in time for Bluesfest, 

SOJA will be releasing their 

fi fth studio album featuring 

the single I Believe co-written 

by and featuring Michael 

Franti. Over the course of 

the past few years, the band 

has sold more than 200,000 

albums, including their 

critically acclaimed 2012 

album, Strength To Survive 

(ATO Records), which made 

an impassioned call for unity 

and change with universally 

relatable songs about faith, 

hope and love. 

Non-stop touring, headlining 

and selling out large theatres 

in more than 20 countries 

around the world, sharing 

stages with everyone from 

Dave Matthews Band to 

Damian ‘Jr Gong’ Marley, has 

helped generate more than 60 

million YouTube views, three 

million Facebook fans, and 

an almost Grateful Dead-like 

international fanbase that 

grows with each tour, with 

caravans of diehards following 

them from city to city. Most 

impressive of all, SOJA has 

accomplished all this on 

their own. SOJA are a shining 

example of a band who has 

made their own way and made 

ethical choices along the way! 

SOJA play the Crossroads 

on Friday at 3.30pm and on 

Monday at the Crossroads 

at 9pm as part of the Soul 

Sessions.

49. Dispatch
Playing to sold-out audiences 

as big as 18,500 people in the 

USA, including their incredible 

three-night sold-out residency 

at Madison Square Garden! This 

highly anticipated fi rst visit to 

Australia has been a long time 

coming for Dispatch and they 

could not be more excited to 

fi nally bring their catalogue 

of new and old favourites 

overseas! Hailing from the 

United States, Dispatch are true 

entertainers – super talented 

and super energetic. Their 

genres are manifold, ranging 

from indie folk, roots rock, 

reggae, fusion to rock and ska! 

This is one of those bands that 

many are sure to ‘discover’ at 

Bluesfest this year. 

At the Delta at 10.30pm on 

Friday and the Jambalaya at 

7pm on Saturday.

50.  Dave Alvin & 
Phil Alvin with 
The Guilty Ones

This year Bluesfest welcomes 

back Dave Alvin, who last 

played in 1996, and Phil Alvin, 

performing at Bluesfest for 

the very fi rst time. This festival 

they will be showcasing their 

fi rst album together after 30 

years: Common Ground – the 

Songs of Big Bill Broonzy. For 

those of you not familiar, Big 

Bill Broonzy played country 

blues and ragtime and 

through the 30s and 40s was 

one of the inventors of the 

Chicago blues sound, and was 

the fi rst blues artist to take 

blues and American folk music 

to Europe. The brothers, from 

the working-class town of 

Downey, California, formed the 

Blasters in 1979. The Blasters 

were at the heart, the absolute 

centre, of the US roots rock 

scene of the 80s their unique 

blend of blues, rockabilly early 

rock ’n’ roll, punk, mountain 

and rhythm and blues saw 

them work alongside the 

Gun Club, X, the Cramps and 

Asleep At the Wheel. Their fi rst 

album, American Music, which 

came out in 1980, turned 

the roots rock music-loving 

community on its collective 

head. It contained the instant 

classics American Music, Marie 

Marie plus a whole bunch 

more genre-bending and 

-defi ning tracks, and with it 

began a cult following that 

continues to this day.

Their next album of The 

Blasters (1981) if anything, 

received even more acclaim 

– ‘they could take all that was 

old and make it new again’. 

The album contained the 

instant classics Border Radio, 

So Long Baby Goodbye – simply 

it was all killer no fi ller. But it 

was sibling rivalry that tore the 

band apart – with Dave Alvin 

leaving in 1986. Although The 

Blasters continued on after 

Dave left, fans felt it was never 

quite the same. This is why it 

is SO exciting to hear them 

both performing again after 

all these years AND with their 

superb band the Guilty Ones; 

the reviews are stunning. This 

is BIG roots music news.

As well as their amazing 

versions of the Big Bill Broonzy 

songs and the album they 

are touring on, Blasters’ songs 

they are currently featuring in 

their sets include Border Radio, 

Trouble Bound, One Bad Stud, 

Marie Marie and So Long Baby 

Goodbye. We can just hear 

The Blasters’ fans salivating at 

the thought of hearing these 

classics again. They are also 

including songs in their sets 

from American punk/roots 

rock Band X (that Dave Alvin 

was a member of), Jimmy 

Rodgers and James Brown. 

Catch them at the Delta 

on Saturday at 7.30pm and 

Monday at the Jambalaya at 

6pm.

Located next door to Palace Cinema 
Shop 21, 108 – 110 Jonson Street, Byron Bay

CAMPING GEAR YOU MAY NEED:
 Festival Blanket with rubber backing $25
Tarpaulin: Various sizes starting @ $15
Air Mattress: Single $22 Double $32
Various size Ropes starting @ $3 for 30m
Tent pegs 8PK $2.50
Aux Cable 3.5mm to 3.5mm $4
USB Car Charger $5.90

We stock Souvenirs too!

BLUESFEST SURVIVAL PACK
Gumboots starting @ $15!
Poncho $3.50
Socks $6 or 2 for $10
Camping Chair $19

6685 7344

While stock lasts   -   Conditions may apply
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Bad Ass 
and 
Blue

15
One of the highlights of this year’s Bluesfest is 

sure to be the extraordinary Gary Clark Jr.
Although still young, Clark 

has built an impressively 

decorated career on 

ground paved outside 

the categorical box. The 

previous three years have 

seen the guitar hero and 

his band obliterate stages 

and stupefy audiences with 

pyrophoric play and clone 

consistency. 

A powerful guitarist, it was 

Clark’s fi rst love. But like 

most fi rst loves, this one 

took some wooing.

‘When I fi rst picked up 

the guitar I thought I was 

going to be awesome 

straightaway because the 

people I admired made it 

look so easy – but the pain 

set in and my fi ngers bled.

It was then that I had a lot 

more respect for the people 

I admired!’

It was persistence that saw 

Clark through. 

‘If you want it bad enough 

you will keep at it. I wanted 

to challenge myself and I 

wanted to push through – 

and it was worth it because 

I knew there was a light at 

the end of the tunnel – if 

I could push through the 

pain and the insults, then I 

would get results!’ 

It was Clark’s parents’ 

music collection that 

initially seeded his love of 

music.

‘Before I started playing I 

was listening to my parents’ 

records: Motown, Smokey 

Robinson, Jackson Five. 

Those records stuck with 

me – it was standout music. 

As I got older and started to 

rebel and become furious 

I got into Jimi Hendrix and 

Stevie Ray Vaughan and the 

Ramones. It was that sort 

of music that shaped my 

direction.’ 

It was his love of truth 

in music that drew Clark 

toward the blues.

‘All you need are three 

chords and the truth – that 

is the blues and it can 

relate to anything. I am 

from Austin, Texas, from 

the south of the United 

States, so I am surrounded 

by blues and country folk 

music – it’s in the air around 

here. It’s always been a part 

of me but I didn’t discover 

and appreciate it until I got 

older. For me it was that 

raw pure emotion, telling 

a story that is relatable, 

and trying to connect and 

being vulnerable. But more 

than that, it’s about being 

vulnerable and powerful 

and bad ass at the same 

time…’

Ripe blues licks, syrupy 

grooves of R&B and b-boy 

beloved basslines over 

indigo lyrics overwhelm 

listeners so much that 

they attempt to spell the 

spirit that Clark awoke in 

them, tangible. Is he an old 

soul or the new soul? He 

is cosigned by Jay-Z and 

Eric Clapton, and has lit up 

Glastonbury, Coachella, 

Bonnaroo and halftime 

at the NBA All-Star Game. 

Legends have anointed 

him sole heir to the 

chordophone throne. 

 Gary Clark Jr plays 

Bluesfest headlining the 

Jambalaya at 10.10pm on 

Friday and again at the 

same time Monday. He also 

performs at the Crossroads 

at 4.15pm Sunday.
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What were the musicians or 

albums that you remember 

hearing that really ignited your 

passion for music?

The fi rst album I ever bought was 

Silverchair’s Freakshow back when I 

must have been around nine or 10 

years old. At this time I still wasn’t 

playing music myself but I do 

remember listening to that album 

religiously for a long time. Waking 

up early every Saturday and Sunday 

morning to turn on the TV hoping 

that Freak or Cemetery were still at 

the top of the Rage countdown. I 

guess that this was probably the 

fi rst sign of my passion for music, 

though it wasn’t until a few years 

later when I discovered some Bob 

Dylan records that really kicked 

things off .

When did you start playing? Did 

you grow up in a musical family?

I fi rst touched a guitar at 16 years 

of age. None of my family played 

music but my mum had left an 

old nylon string in my room in the 

hope that it would straighten me 

out as I was hanging around with 

the wrong crowd at the time. It 

worked! I spent the next year or so 

fi ddling around from time to time 

playing Deep Purple’s Smoke on the 

Water in a single-note style (I didn’t 

know how to play chords yet). At 

17 I broke my ankle pretty severely 

and was forced to sit still in bed for 

a few months and that’s when the 

love for the guitar and songwriting 

really began to blossom.

How did being awarded Best 

Debut Album for Cruisin change 

your creative trajectory?

Good question… I’m not sure 

that it ‘changed’ anything for me 

creatively. I’ve always had a small 

voice in the back of my head telling 

me to simply ‘do what comes 

naturally’ when it comes writing 

and creating music. But I think 

that getting that award instilled a 

confi dence in me that people are 

appreciating what I do, which is a 

great feeling. I’ve never been one 

to go out looking for accolades, but 

when they come you have to be 

humble and grateful. 

What is it about blues/soul as a 

genre that attracted you?

Going back to my ‘do what 

comes to you naturally’ attitude. 

I was playing a lot of ‘folky’ stuff  

inspired by Dylan, Neil Young 

and Springsteen’s Ghost of Tom 

Joad album until my mum took 

me to a Clapton concert when I 

was around 20–21. It changed the 

way I felt about blues music and I 

began digging into his infl uences 

and discovering all kinds of music 

that struck a nerve with me. Once I 

started learning how to play these 

songs and playing slide guitar on a 

resonator it just felt ‘right’. 

As a young musician what 

innovations or ideas do you bring 

to the genre?

I guess the drum setup at my 

feet that I use is relatively unique. 

Though the ‘one man band’ style 

has been done many times before 

I’ve always been driven to try to 

take it to a new level. One of my 

favourite things to hear is when 

people approach me after a show 

(and as specially when the younger 

audience approaches I must add) 

and tell me that they don’t really 

listen to blues but they love what 

I’m doing. I guess that sums up 

what I’m trying to do. Bringing 

blues/soul to an audience that 

would otherwise probably ignore 

it and help them to discover that 

blues isn’t just a four-piece band 

sitting in the corner of the local 

pub playing non-stop 12-bar and 

shredding 10-minute guitar solos as 

they may have preconceived.

Can you tell me a bit about Steer 
the Wheel? What did you set out to 

achieve recording that album?

Steer the Wheel is most defi nitely 

the most time-consuming and 

collaborative album I have 

produced to date. Some of the 

songs were written over many 

months and one or two of them 

came about very quickly, but either 

way, my main goal from a creative 

perspective with this album was 

to focus on songwriting. I think 

the album is pretty versatile too, 

showcases many diff erent styles 

that I’ve been infl uenced by… 

blues, soul, country blues and rock. 

Can you also tell me about the 

crowdfunding of that album and 

the project Orphfund for whom 

you are raising money?

Since I was very young I’ve always 

had a strong belief in helping 

others and have dreamed of 

someday creating a charity/

foundation (for whatever cause it 

may be). For me this album was 

the beginning of that dream. I had 

decided I was going to donate a 

percentage of the profi ts from the 

album to a charity that I deemed 

suitable and discovered Orphfund 

in the lead-up to the recording. 

They ticked all the boxes – helping 

abandoned/orphaned children 

across the globe and ensuring that 

every single cent donated to them 

goes directly to the health and 

wellbeing of these children.

The next step was to ensure that 

the profi t margin from the album 

was as high as possible in order 

to donate as much as we possibly 

could to Orphfund. Being such 

a large project (for a small artist) 

it was going to be a struggle to 

fi nance the album completely 

independently and borrowing 

money from the bank meant 

paying them back (plus interest), 

which was not going to be ideal. 

So I turned to supporters of my 

music to pledge funds towards the 

album’s production and they well 

and truly delivered! 

What should people expect from 

your show at Bluesfest?

I try to deliver a lot of energy and 

entertainment, and leave people 

feeling inspired and positive at my 

shows. I’m bringing my good friend 

Morgan Bain along with me this 

year to play some keys/Hammond 

with me, which will be exciting as 

we’ve done a little bit a jamming 

over in Western Australia (where 

Morgan is from) and it’s always 

felt great! I’m really, really looking 

forward to performing for the 

wonderful Byron Bay crowds once 

again! 

 Shaun Kirk plays the Delta 

Thursday 5.15pm and the Juke 

Joint Friday 12pm.
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Kirk is Captain of the Blues
Independent blues/soul troubadour Shaun Kirk has come a long way since his debut release in 2010, having been 

described as ‘one of the most explosive solo acts Australia has to off er’.  Shaun talked recently to Mandy Nolan.


