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Ready for the music at Mullum fest
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Mullum Music Festival director Glenn erght (h|tch|ng) and local artists Jez Mead and Sara Tlndley are hoplng they’II get past the gateway of the blg-
gest little town in Australia and make it to the festival on time. Glenn’s bomb did actually break down, right on cue for the photo shoot, so if you see

him holding out his thumb again please pick him up - we wouldn’t want him to miss his own festival.

Story & photo Lou Beaumont

With a solid background in mu-
sic and events and a love for Mul-
lumbimby, it was only a matter of
time before Glenn Wright brought
us the Mullum Music Festival.
AsaMain Arm resident and owner
of Vitamin Records, a label with a
diverse string of independent artists,
Wright was a local festival director in
waiting. Sitting at Poinciana Café just
four months ago, he was witness to
Mullumbimby locals meeting to dis-
cuss events held outside of the town,
mostly in Byron Bay. The concept of
the MMF was born and Wright had
the festival put together in no time.

Glenn told The Echo he wanted
to produce a real music festival, one
that provides something for every-
one, not just Australian rock. There
are hip hop acts, classical musicians,
folk, reggae, African beats, singer/
songwriters and vocalists all tied to-
gether in themed groups to make
sure festival goers are treated to their
favourite kind of music.

‘We have a little community town
opening its doors to a big event. The
acts I have booked are either really
well known or those that already
have a following but are just about
to really happen. I tried to put an
international or interstate act along-
side local acts. I am really looking

heart & soul health clubs present

forward to seeing profile acts in the
smaller venues, like Rhombus at the
Ex-Services Club, and Gyan with the
Drill Hall acoustics will be amazing.

‘Mostly though I wanted to book
acts that would be hanging around
Mullumbimby for the duration of
the festival. We have booked accom-
modation in the town to encour-
age that. I want to see the guys from
Rhombus having dinner at Milk and
Honey with Mullum locals and CW
Stoneking doing laps in the Mullum
Pool with Richard from IGA!

Tlove the festivals that give a sense
of community to the towns that host
them, like the Bellingen Global Fes-
tival, Woodford, the Edinburgh Fes-

tival and fringe and arts festivals. I
would love to see the MMF grow
organically over coming years, with
perhaps the possibility of adding
smaller satellite gigs in hinterland
venues.

The inaugural Mullum Music
Festival kicks off this Thursday and
runs through until Sunday. Kids un-
der five have free admittance and
other tickets and festival passes can
be bought at www.mullummusicfes-
tival.com or from the hotline (02)
8250 1102. In addition to the sched-
uled shows, the Poinciana Café will
be hosting unannounced festival acts
every day (November 20-23) at 3pm
and 7pm.

Splendour
approval
taken to court

Environmental lobby group Con-
servation of North Ocean Shores
(CONOS) has lodged an appeal in
the Land & Environment Court
against Byron Shire Council for its
approval of a Splendour in the Grass
‘trial’ festival at its site located at Yel-
gun, adjacent to the Billinudgel Na-
ture Reserve.

CONOS president Bob Oehlman
said, ‘We wish to stress the fact that
we are not against festivals in Byron
Shire. However, we do oppose the
use of the Yelgun site for the Splen-
dour in the Grass festival, and be-
lieve that Council should not have
approved this “trial” event.

‘We are challenging the approval
asitis contrary to local environmen-
tal planning controls which aim to
protect the biodiversity significance
of the subject land.

“The development footprint for the
festival is proposed on either side of
Australia’s most easterly wildlife cor-
ridor, the Marshall's Ridge wildlife
corridor. The proposal requires sub-
stantial permanent infrastructure
that will have a significant impact
upon the wildlife corridor, and all for
a one-off trial event.

High conservation

It is time to get this proposal into
perspective. The north coast is the
most biodiverse region in NSW. The
Marshall’s Ridge wildlife corridor
has been identified as a regional cor-
ridor of very high conservation sig-
nificance for a suite of already threat-
ened species. The wildlife corridor is
the link for species from the coast to
our world heritage hinterland.

‘While we acknowledge that the
Splendour people are currently car-
rying out a tree planting regime
which may enhance the wildlife cor-
ridor in the future sometime, the
proposal will in fact cause the imme-
diate loss of biodiversity including
the removal of “old growth trees”
The combination of 20,000 patrons,

continued on page 2
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‘ Holdsworth House Medical Practice
37 Fletcher Street, Byron Bay 02 6680 7211

Podiatry
Bay
Andy Jenkins BSc.

® gentle, effective podiatry
® ingrown toenails ¢ orthotics
® heel & arch pain ® knee, hip & back pain

MAC Time Machine -

A Great Leap Forward for Backup

AVOID DISASTER TODAY!

If you're running OS 10. 5 you should be running

Come in today to get that External Drive you'll need.

Bring your computer in and we will set it up for FREE!

* Note: A Time Machine Drive should be larger than your internal Drive

Suitable Drives: 500GB 3.5” External USB $199 - 640GB 3.5” External

USB/FW/SATA $299 - 500GB 2.5” Rugged External USB $349 « 320 GB
2.5” Rugged External USB $249 . 250GB 2.5” Rugged External USB $229

Lightforce Computers
@ Authorised Reseller

Byron’s Only Apple Authorised Sales & Service Centre Since 1995
1/10 Brigantine Street - Arts and Industry Estate
6685 8796 www.lightforce.com.au
mon - thurs 10-6 « fri10-5 - sat10-1

“Time Machine” to auto - backup your entire hard drive*.

Hampers
for farmers

Packing of Christmas ham-
pers for farmers is well under
way and donations of food
are coming in. Over 70 ham-
pers have been completed,
but there are hundreds more
needed for those farmers fac-
ing tough conditions.

Every hamper contains ba-
sics such as tinned fruit and
vegs, rice, pasta, cake mixes,
custard powder, jellies, bis-
cuits, sauces, jams, Vegemite,
tuna, etc as well as a Christ-
mas cake, pudding, a tin of
ham and lollies.

Over 100 Lions cakes have
been donated from Bangalow,
as well as Byron and Ballina
and Heavenly Christmas pud-
dings are being purchased by
the dozen.

Cheques can be made out
to Bangalow Lions Drought
A/C, PO Box 214, Clunes,
2480. Toys and gifts will also
be gratefully received, as there
is no money for these out in
the drought areas.

Donated items can be
dropped oft at Byron Bay: An-
glican Church Op Shop, First
National Real Estate, Lawson
Street; Bangalow: George &
Furhman Real Estate and
Bangalow Real Estate; Bruns-
wick Heads: Bowls Club and
Uniting Church; and Mul-
lumbimby: Uniting Church,
Ray Towers Carpets.

boomshankar

fabulous clothes
£ov women and 93r|5

AL I HALL
BANGALOW
Lots of stock
#15 and undev

MASSIVE DISCOUNTS
& GIVEAWAYS

PH. 5473 0307

NN/ SATURDAY 22
& SUNDAY 23
NOVEMBER

9 TO 5PM

or 0407 704 354
10% OF PROFITS TO OUR @
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Juanita Trustum from the
Weona Brangus Stud at
Leeville near Casino stands
with her beautiful and very
successful Brangus cow at the
Bangalow Show on Saturday.
The Brangus (Brahmin/An-
gus cross) and her offspring
won all their categories — the
cow is All Breeds Champion
and Senior Champion, while
she and her calf also topped
the Cow and Calf category.

Brangus shines at Bangalow

The stud also picked up the
Supreme Breeders award.
Show steward Clayton
James told The Echo what they
look for in champion cattle:
“They must be functional, well
put together, be able to move
out well, with the calves show-
ing much potential for the
same. In the breed categories
we look for uniformity and, of
course, these are beef cattle so
we look for a nice cylindrical

body which produces good
meat — there is not much meat
value on long legs. Females
must be soft and long in the
body with good reproductive
ability [they check the ud-
ders], whereas the bulls must
be masculine and muscling
with a good size head, firm
testicles and with a sheath that
does not hang too low to the
ground’

Photo Lou Beaumont

Splendour approval taken to court

From front page

permanent infrastructure and
a tunnel severing the ridge will
have a negative impact and
longterm effect on this area’s
high conservation value.

‘For the past 15 years
CONOS, along with other
environment groups and as-
sociations, has worked tire-
lessly in having both the natu-
ral and cultural values of this
important location recognised
at a local, regional and state
level in order to protect these
values for future generations.
Council’s recent approval has
now placed all this at risk’

DA objections

In related news, the Coa-

lition for Festival Sanity has
urged residents to submit ob-
jections to the Splendour in
the Grass Festival organisers
attempt to ‘water down their
development consent condi-
tions.

Denise Nessel of the Coali-
tion said, ‘Unfortunately, the
Splendour promoters have
disregarded the community’s
amenity by seeking to have
amplified music and alcohol
sales until 2am instead of
agreeing to abide by the mid-
night closing time that Coun-
cil specified in its Deferred
Commencement Consent.

“They have also requested
ten alterations to their DA
conditions, including the

CREATIVE LIGHTING SOLUTIONS

Cre

Architectural & landscape lighting specialists

Open Monday to Friday 9am-5pm

Lighting Solutions

Phone 6680 7007

www.creativelightingsolutions.com.au

Free onsite consultancy service

Unit 5, 21-23 Tasman Way,
Byron Arts & Industry Estate

building of bitumen roads
on an environmentally sensi-
tive site that is not zoned for
permanent infrastructure and
the allowing of campervans in
multiple areas on the property
instead of on the one site al-
lowed by the Deferred Com-
mencement Consent.

“The young people clearly
want a permanent site closer
to Byron Bay for music fes-
tivals. The communities in
the north of the shire want to
preserve the environment and
maintain peace and quiet in
that residential area. It is time
the festival organisers listened
to the community’

Public submissions close on
Wednesday November 19.

CHECKIT
CLEANIT
RECYCLE IT

Flatten
hoxes

Squash
containers

Rinse and clean all
hottles and cans

Remove lids,
caps, corks
and tops

Don’t put ,
recyclables in Don’t

break

lastic bags
g 8 glass

www.echo.net.au
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Keeping kids safe on the street

Story & photo Lou Beaumont

In 2002, Byron Youth Service
held a forum at which young
people could address the is-
sues they face on the street at
night. The kids said having
workers on the street at night
to advocate and look out for
them would help, so the Street
Cruise initiative began and
has been around ever since.
SC workers and volunteers
provide vital adult support to
local under eighteen year olds
who are at risk on the streets
on Friday nights but the pro-
gram is in immediate need of
further funding.

Street Cruise coordinator
Deb Pearse told The Echo,
‘We adopt harm minimisation
strategies towards the kids af-
fected by drugs and alcohol.
We'll make sure they are able
to get home or have someone
to take care of them. We may
give their friends information
on how to take care of them.
We often work as mediators
between the kids and the cops,
and because we are working
“on the spot” so to speak we
get the opportunity to inter-
vene when young people are
vandalising, being rowdy and
intimidating and when there
is conflict which may lead to
fights. Because all the kids
know us we do have some suc-
cess in preventing many situa-
tions from escalating. If there
is violence or an incident we
are able to call the police or
the ambulance straight away.

‘It takes a long time to
gain the total trust of young
people. After five years on the
job they trust that I and other
SC workers have their best in-
terest at heart. Because they
know this, they listen when
we spell out the consequences
of irresponsible behaviour. We
let them know what the penal-
ties are for underage drinking,

BYS Street Cruise coordinator Deb Pearse and co-worker David Dalton check in with some of
their young friends on a typically busy Friday night in Byron Bay.

buying alcohol, graffiti etc.

‘We keep an eye out for
young girls on the street, espe-
cially if they are with men who
are older or intoxicated. A lot
of the girls are relieved when
we intervene, they have lots of
bravado but many of them are
scared and admit they didn’t
know what to do.

“The kids know we are on the
streets on Friday nights from
8:30pm to midnight and they
will often seek us out. They
know we have no other agenda
other than their wellbeing. The
kids are going through a phase
of life where they are too old
to be hanging at home and too
young to be let into venues.

“They hang out on the streets
to be social and close to the
action, they have nowhere else
to go.

“The SC interaction is a vital
one, not only do they often get
us to talk to their parents, but
we are also able to refer them
on to educational opportuni-
ties, counseling or other activi-
ties because we know them all
so well?

s ]

So that’s why Dave’s
wearing sunglasses!

But he’s not blind when it comes fo the first-

class quality of their products. For blinds,
security doors, screens, awnings and patio
covers for homes and businesses call the
blind man for a quote. He'll see you're right!

Throughout Byron Shire

RUNSWICK HEAD
BLINDS & AWNINGS

14 Bonanza Drive Billinudgel 6680 4353

www.echo.net.au

Deb Pearse and co-worker
David Dalton devote every
Friday night until midnight
to the kids. Additionally, two
volunteers are based in the
Railway Park rotunda and
give out condoms, informa-
tion, and pizza donated from
Earth & Sea.

With Schoolies and the hol-
iday season coming up, tradi-
tionally the busiest time on the

street, PCYC (Police and Citi-
zens Youth Club from Tweed
Heads) and Point Zero (from
Sydney) are coming to Byron
to help out, but Street Cruise
doesn’t have any funding to

keep workers on the street. If

you can help by donating to
or sponsoring Street Cruise,
please contact Deb Pearse on
0409 170 062 or Byron Youth
Service 6685 7777.

Finnies stages fair

‘Children and adults alike
will be entertained with rides,
dazzled by an array of stalls
and much more at the famous
St Finbarr’s Primary School
Christmas Fair, kicking off at
4pm on Saturday November
29 at the school on Bangalow
Road; say organisers.

St Finbarr’s Principal John
Wilson believes the fair is
shaping up to be the best fair
ever. ‘This is a very special
year for the school as it is the
Fair’s 20 year anniversary. It
has grown from a modest start
at the old school site to a ma-

e Mmmmwwmw

jor community event which
attracts families from across
our community’

Catering for kids of all ages,
the Fair will feature a wide
variety of rides such as the
Round Up, Jungle Jive, Lost
Temple, Tea Cups and the Su-
per Slide and entertainment
including candle decorat-
ing, face painting, and kids’
games.

As Santa leaves to return to
North Pole at 8pm, fairgoers
will enjoy a colourful display
of fireworks which will wrap
up the night’s entertainment.

wmnﬁh

Local businesses have joined mmmwm
additional discounts up to $900.

Only available until November 20

There has never bean a better time 1o install Solar Hot Water,
Visit your council website to download a list of particpating nstaliers and
your EXTRA Shires Discount Voucher,

Together we can reduce water and energy use
in your home

For moes efoimsiion contec
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5 MINS FROM
THE HIGHWAY

mdttkeﬁxm‘e“ 6685 5212

16 BRIGANTINE ST, ARTS & INDUSTRY EST"""" BYRON BAY

PRE CHRISTMAS 1,'% :

QUILT COVER SETS
15%
OFF!

100% COTTON

DREAM

$695
PILLOWS
3 YEAR WARRANTY
LIMIT 5 PER CUSTOMER

10-50% OFF

SELECTED
FURNITURE

* DISPLAY STOCK

MATTRESS
CLEARANCE - N0 St MODEL

s A L QUEEN INNER

SPRING 199
mﬁ!!b&ﬂxn#&if mmm;xtw;; IH&!!MHXPMH

PAINTLESS DENT REPAIRS

VEHIGLE HAIL
QUOTES

0416478 134
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Byron Bay supa

OPEN 7 DAYS Monday - Sunday 8am - 9pm

Specials available from Tuesday 18th November to Sunday 23rd November 2008.
WEEKEND

ONLY SPECIALS

Duo Concentrate
2kg vars

Safe Toilet Tissue
6 Pack

Coca-Cola Cans
24 x 375ml vars

Oranges 3kg

Pepsi or

Schweppes Soft
Drinks 2L vars

M | E 3
Daisy Fresh ] '
/ Tomatoes y
£ o> =
-

Milk 2L

Good Stuff Bread ]
700g
i,
m@ % ﬂw"'ﬂ'c* -H"\-‘_\_\_

SPECIALS ONLY AVAILABLE FROM IGA BYRON BAY UNTIL SOLD OUT. LIMIT RIGHTS RESERVED. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO CORRECT PRINTING ERRORS.

: Cnr. Bayshore Drive
SUPA

& Sunrise Boulevard

Ph: 02 6680 7455
Fax: 02 6680 9755

www.echo.net.au
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Growing the mo for a good cause

Story & photo Eve Jeffery

Clinton Ludlow of Bruns-
wick Heads is going all itchy
and scratchy in the name of
men’s health. Clinton is one
of thousands of men all over
the world who are growing a
fuzz on their upper lip to help
raise funds for the Movember
Foundation.

The Movember event rais-
es awareness around men’s
health issues and funds are
used to support charitable
organisations, with a focus on
prostate cancer and depres-
sion in men.

Since its inception in 2004,
Movember has raised over
$30 million globally, signifi-
cantly increased awareness of
prostate cancer and depres-
sion in the community, and
is working toward changing
the attitude men have about
their health.

The two major beneficia-
ries of Movember are the
Prostate Cancer Foundation
of Australia (PCFA) whose
aim is to reduce the impact of
prostate cancer on Australian
men, their partners and their
families, and Beyondblue: the
national depression initiative,
which is working to increase
awareness of depression and
address the associated stigma
of living with depression.

The money raised by Mo-
vember is dedicated to im-
proving men’s health in rural,
remote, regional and metro
areas across Australia by sup-
porting mens health projects.

Clinton’s own family has
been touched by the effects
of prostate cancer as Clinton’s
grandfather Richard was 71
when he passed away last year
from the disease which he had
been battling for five years.

‘My grandfather had pros-
tate cancer. He went into re-
mission two years after diag-
noses. Then it relapsed, and

Clinton Ludlow is putting up with the itch to highlight awareness of men’s health issues.

spread throughout his body.
It is a terrible disease. He was
always very optimistic but
was in terrible pain. He was
heavily medicated for the last
month and simple things like
walking and speaking were
difficult for the last year that
he was alive.

Clinton is determined to
keep a close watch on his own
health and has a checkup ev-
ery six months. He wants to
help promote the idea of regu-
lar check ups for all men.

‘The Movember Founda-
tion does great things and I
feel that men’s health is often
neglected. This is my first
Movember but certainly not
my last. All men need to be-
come more aware of this cause
which is their cause.

‘Men my age don’t really
talk or think about prostate
cancer but it can happen to
any man. Men my age don't
think it will happen to them.
They think it only happens to
older men’

This is the first Mo Clinton
has grown for the charity and
he intends to get hairy every
year from now on. Clinton says

his new lip do’ is very itchy and
he will be shaving it off at the
end of the month but he is very
pleased that so far he has raised
about $1,200 and is aiming for
a Movember total of $3,000.

Clinton says his grandfather
was diagnosed by examina-
tion when it was too late to
treat and Clinton does feel sad
that the prick test wasn’t avail-
able to help his grandfather,
especially when it is such an
easy test. Clinton encourages
men of all ages to have the
prick test.

It’s very simple. It’s the
same procedure that people

with diabetes use every day
to measure their sugar levels.
It is one drop of blood taken
by a little prick and it is then
tested. Simple!”

If you would like to help
Clinton’s Mo raise money
for men’s health, you can
donate online by visiting
au.movember.com and fol-
lowing the donation link to
individuals and enter Clin-
ton Ludlow, or drop into the
Brunswick Heads branch of
the Commonwealth Bank in
Fingal Street to see Clinton’s
Mo in person.
= Prostate health, page 17

WetlandCare Art Competition

The WetlandCare National
Art Competition 2009 is still
open for submissions, with
entries closing on Friday De-
cember 5.

The competition is offer-
ing a range of prizes, includ-
ing the $1250 Sydney Metro-
politan CMA Open Art prize,
and the NSW Department
of Environment and Climate
Change Open prizes. There is
no entry fee.

There are categories for
children and adults, as well
as a primary school prize for
wetland posters. The themes
of the competition are Up-
stream-Downstream; wet-
lands connect us all or Wet-
lands generally. Artists and
photographers of all ages are
encouraged to enter.

Entry forms can be down-
loaded at www.wetlandcare.
com.au or call 6681 6169.

(a 9-week Course) which

time foundation course.

transform the outer world.

The emphasis of the course

bring our efforts to fruition

Teacher Training Program.

opening term of the two year part-

and is focused on individual growth. The course aims
to teach through the heart, hand and mind and to

GRAIL QUEST is also the prerequisite for the Steiner

is the

GRAIL QUEST offers a modern form of

adult education based on the work of Rudolf

Steiner. Through a deepened understanding .

of the inner workings of the world and ourselves, %
development and soul transformation are brought ==
about. This in turn leads to an enhanced capacity to

g

The course consists of lectures, discussions and
meditation which are expanded through artistic
experiences in music, painting, sculpture, story telli@
.y e
speech, writing, drama, craft and the new art of
eurythmy. No previous artistic experience is necessary.

is away from competition

through love of the deed.

...a journey
into the
Spiritual Science
of Rudolf Steiner...

¥
1
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Grail Quest

Introduction to Grail Quest
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Some of the themes explored in the
course are:

The Quest for Meaning. The Elements.
The Temperaments. Sacred Geometry.

. The Origins of the Earth & Humanity.
~_The Evolution of Consciousness.
Christology. Mystery Schools &

Mystery Centres. The Birth of Modern
Consciousness in the Renaissance. The
Search for the Holy Grail. Life Phases: an
Exploration of Biography.

9 week Introductory Course: $600
Friday 4.30 —
Saturday 9.30am — 12.30pm

Commencing 6th February

Venue: Cape Byron Rudolf Steiner
School, McGettigans Lane, Ewingsdale
Enquiries: Kristy Brake 0431 833 959

or Gerry Josephson 6684 8280 or
(mob) 0406 788 050

7.30pm

www.echo.net.au

Feelin

stressed?
Tired?

Natural relief with Naturopath
Tracey Lee Morley

« Have a true sense of well being

o Find out how old your body
really is

« Gain lots of energy
o Feel less stressed
o Feel motivated

My approach to each and every client
is professional, compassionate and
individualised.

My aim is to help you achieve a sense
of wellbeing with

a specific program

designed for

your health

priorities.

With the combination of 20 years experience
as a qualified practitioner and the use of

the latest cutting edge technology, Tracey
Lee Morley offers the best available in
complementary medicine.

Experienced practitioner
of 20 years

Holistic Health & Wellness

Naturopath, Homoeopath & Herballist
Tracey Lee Morley

1
6680 7938

1/59 Tennyson St, Byron Bay
(near the Green Garage)
www.alternative-natural-remedies.com.au
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Sharp Stereo System | °
with card reader + USB |

50% off
now $99

Whirlpool 430 Litre Fridge
e Electronic controls ® Door alarm
e Twist ice ® Sliding glass shelves

Height 1749mm Width 710mm Depth 798mm Cafe 7 piece package ] :

$749 — Including 5 pce dining with Cosmo Single
C Wi ~ extension table, buffet unit Inner Spring Mattress

after $100 cashback \;ﬁ—;‘—hﬂ" + sofa table was $+747 Syr warranty was $+99

you pay $849 now $Q0 now $192

BELOW
HALF PRICE BELOW COST! Sharp 81cm [ li HALF PRICE ALL STOCK
Uniden 5.8gz [N T ony quaity =

dvd player Electrolux stick Lazboy Glass
dual handset front load hd tuner i S [ i e entertainment
cordless phone washer was $999

now $90 [T | <349 $89 $50 Zorct ,,ovlvmsitqq

Dorchester Relyon by Avalon Clarendon Camera bag
3 plus 2 Sedlyidiiesn s veen bed bar unit with tripod
I '_E £ mix/match timber desk q as $289 cotton cover $1299 nd ';.n
Pz‘i::' $e8r°;o°ci|:F matiress was $249 w 199 bargain was 9 CI'(it ;Oe‘:;o ;f?
was $499 now $199 now $ $9.95 eca. now $64

now $ 1 899 ey $299 now $ l 9.95

Sleepzone
pillows with

Mp3 fm Belki Memorex Sleepezee Wales leather
transmitter Sony sports ke Ln ergo 320gb comfort clik clak Hd plasmas
with car and headphones ey soaq ; 955 portable support queen sofa bed from
home charger 50 °% off were : hard drive mattress was $699 $999
was $99.95 now $25 now $19.95 now $139 was $399 now $499
now $69.95 now $289

STRICTLY LIMITED STOCKS ON SOME LINES

TDK Blank Disc Clearout
50 spindle pack CD’s

$14.95 ! *-
B e
f’ Staff Office Chair
- with arms was $89
e

now $49 TCL 66¢cm LCD TV Simpson 5.5kg Front Loader Washer
©1366 x 768 resolution ©2400:1 @800 rpm spin speed ®large door
50 spindle pack DVD’s contrast ratio ®Integrated HD tuner ©8 wash programs eRotary controls

$24.95 n°w$599 save $100 m % Simpson now $499

Tiw Commes Lids Quality kept simple

IHUIRIEY IN — ENDS SATUIRDAY
BRIDGLANDS MULLUMBIMBY 6684 2511

Womemakers  (GEULT\AEITIY zone
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Words and art meet for The Buttery

Art therapy has long been a
part of the program at The
Buttery rehabilitation centre.
It is just one of the ways that
individuals look at the emo-
tions, issues and personal his-
tory that have brought them to
The Buttery to recover from
drug and alcohol addiction.

For many of those seek-
ing treatment at The Buttery,
describing their emotional
journey in words to explore
the roots of their addiction
can take time. Part of the art
therapy program encourages
participants to create images
that complement the normal
channels of dialogue which
can often create a stumbling
block for those who have been
traumatised.

As well as words, those
seeking a way out of addic-
tion can reflect on their story
through art and imagery to
help heal the pain.

The Buttery’s fundraising
through the arts program re-
flects the important contribu-
tion that weekly classes of Art
Therapy and Choir Practice
make to the Buttery’s eight
month program.

Miss Sasska (aka Kelly van
Setten) is pictured here with
her artwork ‘Our new nobil-
ity’ which will be one of the
artworks up for sale at The
Buttery Summer Art Sale
opening this week at The
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strangetrader

"The most beautiful objects from around
the globe now have a new home.

Ring table in brass plated steel & Carrara Marble by Autobahn

Kelly van Setten with her artwork ‘Our new nobility' Photo Jeff Dawson

Bangalow Catholic Hall. Kel-
ly’s artwork is about friend-
ship in recovery, her words
are written from a perspective
of change and gratitude. Not
only do Kelly’s words go out to
support those seeking recov-
ery but proceeds from the sale
of the work will also support
those in their own journeys
of recovery.

The poetry included in
Kelly’s artwork is her origi-
nal composition which she
will be reading at the Sum-
mer Art Sale Opening Night.
The evening will also feature
six wordsmiths from Danger-
ously Poetic and spoken word

by three other contributing
artists, including Cheryl Bai-
ley, Marika Bryant and Zen
Player.

Join art and poetry lovers
for an evening performance
and artwork on Friday No-
vember 21 from 6pm - entry
$2. There will be raffles with a
hamper donated by the Ban-
galow Farmers Market, poetry
books, food by the Eltham Inn
Kitchen and refreshments
available for purchase.

The Buttery Summer Art
Sale opening will continue on
Saturday 22 from 9am until
2pm.

Then, at 3pm music enters

the Bangalow Catholic Hall
with an Afternoon Tea Con-
cert featuring acapella from
The Jazz Drops, operatic arias
from Loani and Owen, and
folk rap by contemporary
music artist Michael Turner
- entry $5.

Also on sale will be The But-
tery fundraising CD Caution:
Life Ahead! which recently
captured national attention on
the ABC’s Australian Story.

Proceeds from the event all
go to support The Buttery Gift
of Recovery. Find out more
at www.buttery.org.au, 6687
1623 or fundraising@buttery.
org.au.

Shop 3, 14 Bay Street, Byron Bay, NSW 2481. Tel 02 66 855 888
info@strangetrader.com

Council defers rural settlement strategy review

Byron Shire Council last week
voted 7-1, Cr Tucker opposed,
to defer the review of the By-
ron Rural Settlement Strategy
(BRSS). It also voted to ‘re-
ceive a report on the resources,
cost, content and time frame
for preparing a Local Growth
Management Strategy (LGMS)
that addresses rural residential
and residential development
on a Shirewide basis and is
consistent with the Far North
Coast Regional Strategy and
Department of Planning Set-
tlement Planning Guidelines
(2007):

Until a LGMS has been pre-
pared, Council will not accept
any new applications for Com-

munity Title rural residential
LEP amendments. The rural
residential LEP amendments
already commenced will be
dealt with under the current
BRSS.

The settlement strategy and
delays in its full review have
been a thorn in the side of
many rural residents, particu-
larly those at Main Arm ap-
palled by further development
of the Main Arm village.

During public access Doug
Self of the Main Arm Residents
Association (MARA) said his
group agreed with Council
staff’s recommendation to
defer the review of the BRSS
until an LGMS is prepared, ‘as

the results... will likely have
a major impact on any future
rural settlement strategy, both
in terms of locations chosen
and target number of new lots
required in rural areas.

“The implementation of the
BRSS has yielded poor results
and has created widespread
opposition in the communities
most affected. We believe that
the primary reason the BRSS
has not been successful is that
the 1998 Council, without con-
sulting the communities that
were to be affected, eliminated
the locations chosen in the
Draft BRSS that were close to
towns, and substituted instead
three remote hinterland areas,

Mllllumhmby

Dental Centre

Medicare EPC & Teen Dental Plan
We are pleased to offer bulk billing to all eligible
patients that have received a voucher from Medicare
or an EPC referral from their GP

Full details of our practice and the services
we offer is available on our new website

www.mullumdental.com.au

Same day emergency treatment
J (Please call as early as possible)

Tel 02 66842644

www.echo.net.au

quality timber at
competitive prices

*Green hardwood
*Kiln dried hardwood
*Decking & flooring
*Frames & frusses
«Fencing materials
-Llandscaping timbers
*Cladding
+Cabinet timbers
*Pine -DAR & structural
«Engineered products
*Quotes & job lots
*Machining & Joinery

| www.oldmill.com.au
ﬁu\l’b

Main Arm, Federal/Coorabell/
Goonengerry, and Eureka, all
located 10-20 kilometres from
the nearest towns, to receive a
total of 519 new houses.

‘Ever since the switch in lo-
cations, the BRSS has been a
problem for Council, for the
communities, and for any po-
tential developers, with only
36 house lots gazetted in these
areas. Hinterland communi-
ties expect and deserve a com-
plete overhaul of the BRSS to
bring it up to date with current
planning thinking, in line with
the changing conditions and
needs brought about by global
warming, and back into line
with community wishes’

Need Staff? Need Work?
call 1800 670 914

or check out
www.tursa.com.au

Tursa Employment & Training
Connecting business & workers

'\-\_\_u
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Phone 6684 1300 Fax 6684 3315
old-mill@bigpond.net.au Manns Road, Mullumbimby NSW
HOURS 7.30am-4.30pm Mon fo Fri 8am-12noon Saturday

Fingal Court Arcade,

30 Fletcher Street, 1/97-99 Stuart Street, 7 Fingal Street,
BYRON BAY MULLUMBIMBY BRUNSWICK HEADS
NSW 2481 NSW 2482 NSW 2483

Ph. (02) 6685 8211 Ph. (02) 6684 1822 Ph. (02) 6685 0466

Fax (02) 6685 8277 Fax (02) 6684 6911 Fax (02) 6685 0452
Email: tursa. Email: tursa. Ernail: tursa.

byron@tursa.com.au  mullum@tursa.com.au  bheads@tursa.com.au

CONVENIENT OFFICES IN: ¢ Southport ¢ Nerang ¢ Coolangatta
* South Tweed Heads * Kingscliff © Murwillumbah ¢ Mullumbimby

* Brunswick Heads * Byron Bay ° Ballina * Lismore * Casino ¢ Kyogle *
* Grafton * Maclean * Yamba ¢ Coffs Harbour ¢ Bellingen * Woolgoolga
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TUESDAY NIGHTS
OUR FAMOUS ITALIAN NIGHT
CHOICE OF MAINS & VINO $20

Two Course Dinner
with wine $30
Wed - Sun

L
ING BRE
AILY CHANEL 2 SFFEE $14
Open 7 days from 6am
(02) 6680 7994
www.whynotbyronbay.com.au
18 Jonson Street

BAM BOO FLOORING

) 3

< The most stable, exotic, environmentally friendly
& second strongest hardwood in the world!

= Termite resistant = Free from toxic fumes
« Affordable with an added value to your investment
« 25 year residential warranty = Free measure & quote

HUTCHISONS

63 Wollumbin St, Murwillumbah 02 6672 1493

Funds sought
for Sea
Shepherd

The Sea Shepherd flagship ves-
sel the Steve Trwin has been
docked in Brisbane and will
be based there until it departs
on campaign in December.
The Steve Trwin has gone to
the home state of its namesake
to prepare for its next Antarc-
tic anti whaling campaign.

While docked in Brisbane,
the Steve Trwin will be under-
going maintenance and pro-
visioning, and Sea Shepherd
relies on donations to feed
their 40 volunteer crew.

Santos has pledged $500
worth of bulk food at cost
from its warehouse in the By-
ron Arts and Industry Park.
Their customers have chimed
in to the value of an additional
$400.

In an effort to raise more
money, Santos would like to
offer everyone the opportuni-
ty to contribute to this cause.
The target is an additional
$5000.

You can contribute by do-
nating over the counter at
any of the three Santos out-
lets, by direct deposit into
this account: Acc No. 35396
BSB 802185 (add the refer-
ence ‘Sea Shepherd’ into the
deposit information), or you
can contact Ryan at the San-
tos warehouse for more infor-
mation on 6685 5685.

Noodle box nod to elders

LN

Kremena Gelagotis from The Noodle Box. Photo Hans Lovejoy.

Noodle Box on Jonson Street,
Byron Bay, is giving a break
to local seniors who may be
bearing the brunt of spiralling
food and living costs.

The store is reducing the
price of its small box meals by
up to 50 per cent for anyone
over 60 years of age. The offer,
which aims to help thousands
of local aged pensioners who
are feeling the pinch, will re-

main in place until the fed-
eral government increases the
single aged pension.

It’s valid all day, every day;
says store owner Jimmy Ge-
lagotis. “We are reducing the
price of small box meals to
$4.95 for anyone over 60.

‘In Asian culture, it is cus-
tomary for people to respect
their elders and as an Asian
food business we want to stay

true to this philosophy. We
feel compelled to lend a hand
to our local seniors; Mr Ge-
lagotis said.

To take advantage of the
discount, aged pensioners
just need to present their
drivers licence or seniors card
in store. Noodle Box Byron
Bay is open seven days. For
more information visit www.
noodlebox.com.au.
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36% REDUCTION!
BUILDER SECOND SALE AT BARGAIN PRICE ONE WEEK ONLY

ONE INSPECTION ONLY:
5.30pm Thursday November 20th

by appointment only!

o
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e 2 minutes walk to beach
e Near new 4 bedroom house in private
gated community

up to become living areas and one is
wired for a home cinema projector
and b speakers

e Ensuite, built ins. Two spas and
double bowl vanities in bathrooms
with latest fashion fixtures and

e 450 x 450 sandstone style tiles, quality
carpet in 3 out of 4 bedrooms, high
ceilings, picture rails and low voltage

e Private internal courtyard with sunny e Stainless steel appliances in the fittings. downlights with dimmers everywhere,  For more information see domain.com
northern aspect and water feature kitchen, gas hotplates, fan forced e |deal for those wanting a flexible including the 4 car LUG with remote ID: 2007437955 or call Warren on
e Some of the bedrooms can be opened oven, dishwasher, rangehood design e Security alarm. Fully fenced 0412 367 233.

Beat the 2009 rush for property before interest rates move to 4% and rents increase due to demand exceeding supply. Property will be the only safe investment 2009.
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High school dinner dance

.

Mullumbimby High School is holding a dinner dance at Mul-
lum Civic Hall at 7pm on November 28 to launch an ex stu-
dents association and to raise money for digital equipment
in the school hall. The Round Mountain Girls are playing,
dinner is courtesy of James at the Mullumbimby Bowlo and
the Mullum Rouge will be providing some slightly naughty
entertainment. People can book tables of ten at $50 per head
from the school office 6684 2600.

Clockwise above: Mullum High's sports teacher Robyn
Wright, Mandy Hallinan, the school’s Community Liaison Of-
ficer, and former president of the Brunswick Valley Historical
Society, Robyn Gray, ready to compile ex students’ details.

Photo Lou Beaumont

Remodelling the bund at NOS

Margo Sutton

The bund is at Kallaroo Cir-
cuit, North Ocean Shores. It
was, until September 29, the
bit of road constructed over
the Capricornia Canal. Under
the bund two large pipes con-
stricted the free flow of river
water from Tweed into the
Byron Shire.

Bright and very early on
September 29 half a dozen
huge Mac trucks roared into
Kallaroo Circuit and spent the
day being fed with tonnes of
dirt from the bund which they
roared off to pile up at Yelgun.
The trees and bush on both
sides of the road were razed
and mulched.

Local residents had been
warned that the bund was to be
remodelled. No more strolling
to the beach for locals and no
more mad drivers and bikies
able to speed at midnight down
the wide Kallaroo stretch. This
golden silence will remain un-
til work finishes on the bund in
December.

There was a display of indig-
nation on September 29 - car
hooting mainly - from resi-
dents alarmed at the thought
of tonnes of polluted cane
farmers’ water being released
from Tweed to flood lowly-
ing areas like South Golden
Beach. (Flood modeling by
consultant SMEC suggests this

will be minimal, according to
flood and drainage engineer
James Flockton at Byron Shire
Council).

On the first day of this
operation, a somewhat eerie
silence ensued after the work-
ers had erected the barricades
and warnings about trespass,
and departed at 4pm.

The first to arrive at the
denuded site was a flock of
Indian mynas.

Quite suitable, really, as
‘bund’ originated in 1813, an
Anglo-Indian word used to
describe anyartificial embank-
ment, dam, dyke or causeway,
and was derived from a Hindu
word ‘band’

The Indian mynas like
cleared land. They chased
away a few native birds and
grazed. Young humans came
next, with skateboards and
bikes, scaling the barricades
with ease. At least the kids
chased away the Indian my-
nas.

Over the next few days huge
concrete box culverts arrived
(1.5m high and 4.8m wide),
which will be arranged across
the bund in sets of three, over
the top of the existing pipes
- 21 culverts in all. Then the
road will go over the top, the
roadside greenery replaced
and mulched with the previ-
ous greenery, and traffic and

i

walkers can reclaim the road.

The work is being conduct-
ed in a dry site with sediment
controls to protect the Marine
Park. Dykes on either side of
the excavation hold the river
back and it continues to flow
through the original pipes.
When the redesign is finished,
water will only flow through
the culverts when the water
flow is very high and we are
in flood. The culvert design
was a lengthy process with By-
ron Council working hard to
achieve what it sees as a good
compromise for local residents
and to resolve a long standing
dispute between Byron and
Tweed Shire Councils.

living green...

liveatseagrass.com.au

16 exclusive homes nestled between a championship golf course
and a secluded beach on the NSW far north coast - now ready to live in.
For sales enquiries call Kate McNamara at Cramer Property on 0416 210 064

SEAGRASS

www.echo.net.au
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A tough mini-budget

NSW Premier Nathan Rees was unlikely to win any friends with
his cost-cutting mini-budget, and that holds doubly so on the
north coast. One of the more reliable indicators of its impact is
that bookmakers are now getting an influx of bets in favour of
the coalition winning the next election.

Obsessed with propping up Sydney’s ailing transport system,
the Labor government cares little at this stage for picking up
votes in National Party heartland where, for instance, local Nats
MP Don Page is now likely to canter in should he choose to run
again.

Two of the measures likely to harden north coast hearts
against Labor include delays to funding the Tintenbar-Ewings-
dale highway upgrade and the scrapping of the petrol subsidy
of 8.35cents/litre by July 1, 2009. In addition, the deferral of
the Country Towns Water and Sewerage Program could have a
detrimental effect on Byron Shire Council’s upgrade plans.

We can also expect further squeezes on the health system,
already exhibiting symptoms of morbidity. The capital works
allocation to build the new Byron District hospital seems to be
receding over the horizon, although $27m is still set aside for
the Lismore Cancer Centre.

The online summary (www.treasury.nsw.gov.au/?a=12713)
hardly captures the political nuances in the mini-budget. You
can read of a restructure of Planning ‘to better reflect roles and
responsibilities’ but the news that the Office of Strategic Lands,
which include parklands and rail corridors, will fall into the
hands of Labor Party fixer Joe Tripodi carries greater portent
than that. Planning in NSW remains a matter of political whim.

And high above this mini-budget towers the international
farce of governments’ credit ratings being assessed by commer-
cial companies such as Standard & Poor’s. All governments and
banks should reject this nonsense imposed by a free market
economy bereft of common sense.

Affordable boarding

Byron Shire Council last week took a punt on a planning agree-
ment with a developer over affordable housing. While the fine
points are still to be settled and the development applications
submitted, Council has agreed to support solicitor Norman
Hunt's proposal to have nine boarding houses and 13 dwelling-
houses on 9,000 square metres off Bangalow Road, Byron Bay.
The trade-off is Council allowing a ‘density bonus'in exchange for
the developer providing discount rents in the boarding houses.

While it makes me uneasy to see Council horse-trading over
densities for a social benefit, it is a case of suck-it-and-see. If the
developer acts in good faith and Council is capable of monitor-
ing (and enforcing) the provisions of the planning agreement,
then it could be a viable way forward in planning for a great
social need.

In this case we should abandon the traditional view of board-
ing houses as grotty urban digs of last resort as portrayed in
the movie Praise. As Mr Hunt pointed out in public access, it is
effectively shared housing of the university college kind which
appeals to a younger generation not ready or willing to commit
to a McMansion.

- Michael McDonald, editor

The Byron Shire Echo
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Spill the beans on the leak, Chris

ts time for Chris Mitchell,

The Australian’s Editor in

Chief, either to piss or get
off the pot.

For weeks now his paper has
been beating the hell out of
what it describes variously as
a gaffe, a blunder and a major
security leak, which, it claims,
has destabilised the Austral-
ian government, irrevocably
damaged its relationship with
the United States and gener-
ally rendered Kevin Rudd
unfit to conduct international
diplomacy.

Yet Mitchell himself, a key
witness in the event which led
to these charges, resolutely
refuses to testify. Well, he can't
have it both ways. If the situ-
ation is even half as serious as
he claims, then he owes it to
the Australian public to tell
them the truth. Unfortunately
this may get in the way of a
good beatup, but that’s jour-
nalism. Or it used to be when
I worked for The Australian.

The facts of the matter are
that on October 10 Rudd
hosted a dinner at Kirribilli
House for a number of guests,
one of whom was Mitchell.
Sometime in the course of the
evening he left his guests in
the drawing room to take a
phone call from George Bush
in the adjacent study. A fort-
night later The Weekend Aus-
tralian ran a story by-lined
Matthew Franklin saying
Rudd had been astonished to
find that Bush apparently did
not know what the G20 group
of countries was.

The story was immediately
proclaimed as a major embar-
rassment not for Bush, but for
Rudd, who was accused by
the opposition of deliberately
leaking it for his own self-ag-
grandisement. In spite of de-
nials, both from Bush’s office
and from Rudd’s office, that
the reported exchange had
ever taken place, the accusa-

tions got shriller, culminat-
ing in a demand for a senate
inquiry, thankfully vetoed by
the Greens.

And at the weekend, a
month after the alleged of-
fence took place, the papers
splashed photographs of Rudd
shaking Bush’s hand - at the
G20. The fact that it was not
the kind of homoerotic em-
brace regularly accorded to
Howard, meant, declared the

role in his paper’s scoop. The
opposition, of course, has not
done so; Mitchell is after all
one of their most valued polit-
ical assets, an important agent
of influence. But it is a pity the
rest of the mainstream media
have also largely let him off
the hook. When journalists
become involved in politics
they should not be immune
to the scrutiny they demand
of others, especially if their

When journalists become
involved in politics they should
not be immune to the scrutiny
they demand of others...

by Mungo MacCallum

pundits, that the lame duck
president was deeply annoyed
with our leader. And through
it all, Chris Mitchell, well he
lays low and sez nuffin.

Quite early in the saga it
was suggested that if Rudd
was using a speaker phone
and if the door to the study
was open, his guests may well
have overheard at least part of
the conversation; in spite of
Malcolm Turnbull’s certainty,
the leak may have come from
somewhere other than Rudd’s
office. Franklin has correctly
refused to divulge his sources,
as is his right and duty as a
journalist. But Mitchell en-
joys no such protection: he
was present as a guest, not as
a journalist, and he did not
write the story (well, did he?).

It is perfectly legitimate to
ask him, or any of the other
guests, whether the conversa-
tion was overheard, whether it
was discussed, whether Rudd
mentioned it later. Mitchell is
entitled to remain silent, but
when he does so the rest of us
are free to speculate as to his

BRUNSWICK

caring nature.

Holistic Dental Centre

NOW OPEN SAT 9-5PM

Welcomes Dr Walter Piccolruaz

Brunswick Holistic Dental Centre is delighted to
welcome Dr Walter Piccolruaz to our practice. Dr
Piccolruaz was born in Italy and migrated to Australia
with his family at the age of 3. Graduating from
Sydney University in 1990 Dr Piccolruaz worked

in the UK for several years gaining considerable
experience in crown and bridge molar endodontics
and minor oral surgery. In 1999 Dr Piccolruaz
returned to Australia gaining further experience in
cosmetic dentistry and rotary endodontics. A multi-
skilled practitioner who takes pride in keeping abreast
of latest developments in order to provide the best
treatment solutions, practising an easygoing and

Dr Walter Piccolruaz is available on Saturdays.

OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8.30am-6pm Sat 9am-5pm

Telephone 02 6685 1264

6/18 Mullumbimbi St, Brunswick Heads
www.brunswickdental.net

involvement seems to work to
their advantage.

News Limited Boss John
Hartigan is leading the cam-
paign for more transparency
and disclosure by govern-
ments. Perhaps someone
should point out to him the
very black pot named Mitchell
sitting in his own kitchen.

nd speaking of pots and

kettles, last week I re-
ceived a personal (well, per-
sonalised) email from our be-
loved Prime Minister which
opened with the sentence:

‘Dear Mungo, As a support-
er of the Kevin07 campaign, I
wanted you to be the first to
hear about my new website:
Kevin.PM.com.au’

It was hardly surprising
to learn that Mr Rudd was
a supporter of the Kevin07
campaign; indeed I was my-
self, which is I think what he
was trying to say. English us-
age 101: Adjectival phrases
should be placed adjacent to
the noun or pronoun which

they qualify.

furniture

' /]

Correction: ‘Dear Mungo, I
wanted you, as a supporter of
the Kevin 07 campaign, to be
the first to hear ... If required,
your schoolmistressly Educa-
tion Minister Julia Gillard will
elaborate. Roll on the educa-
tion revolution.

And I have spent most
of the last week on my
knees, praying for the strength
to watch The Howard Years
on the ABC. We had to live
through the bloody things; do
we really need to have them
regurgitated in our living
rooms?

The only people appar-
ently looking forward to the
experience are the unrecon-
structed Howard-huggers in
the media, who are already
opining that the filthy social-
ist ABC will use the oppor-
tunity to traduce their heros
impeccable record.

And they may well be right:
from the teasers broadcast
it would appear that quite
a few of Howard’s former
colleagues are lining up to
claim that there were times
during those 12 years when
they themselves had their
doubts.

Of course, in the inter-
ests of party loyalty, cabinet
solidarity and the continu-
ing good of the nation they
said and did nothing at the
time, but, well, they would
now like to put on the record
that they were not quite the
cowards, sycophants, and ar-
selickers that they appeared
to be. Well, maybe not, but
they were certainly willing
accomplices.

Perhaps the main interest
in the series will be in seeing
how many now plead the Nu-
remberg defence - we were
only obeying orders - and
how many fall back on the
streaker’s defence: it seemed
a good idea at the time.

www.echo.net.au
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Religion in schools is OK by us

m Michael McDonald, in his
article “Teaching Religion in
schools’ (Echo, November 11)
has provided us with an unfair
and inaccurate report on the
situation regarding religious
education in our state schools.
He uses well-worn, outdated,
petty descriptions of Chris-
tians to convey his own preju-
dice against Christianity and
ignorance of the scope of the
curriculum taught by Special
Religious Education teachers.

He says, ‘as far as I'm aware,
Christianity is the only reli-
gion taught as SRE in state
schools locally’ If you intend
to write an article and pass
judgment on a system, it may
pay to do some research be-
fore you put pen to paper. If
you had spoken with the SRE
teacher at Byron Bay High
School you would have found
out that part of the syllabus
for this year included a study
on ‘world religions’ including
Judaism, Buddhism, Hindu-
ism, Christianity, and in some
classes Paganism or Baha'i.

Byron Bay Primary school
currently has classes in Baha’i
and Judaism, and has in the
recent past offered classes in
Buddhism and Jehovah’s Wit-
ness, funnily enough, without
any ‘sparks flying’ These, cou-
pled with classes in Anglican,
Presbyterian, Uniting and
Catholic scripture, provide
a wide range of religious op-
tions for parents to choose for
their children. Additionally,
parents can choose for their
children to attend a ‘non-
scripture’ class.

Michael also mentioned
that he ‘gleefully argued the
case for empirical observa-
tion’ against his high school
SRE teacher’s ‘modern day
creationisn. I find it interest-
ing that science is taught in
schools around the country
as a ‘facts based discipline,

and yet when it is called on
to answer significant ques-
tions like ‘where did life be-
gin?; it too becomes a ‘faith-
based discipline’ There is no
‘proof’ to support the theory
of evolution - that’s why it’s a
theory. There is no ‘proof’ to
support the ‘big bang’ theory
— that’s why it’s a theory. Eve-
ryone in the world has faith
in something, it just depends
on where your faith lies. For
some it lies in science, for
others it is in one of the east-
ern religions, for others still it
is in Islam.
Christians put their faith in
Jesus Christ.
I thank God that we live in
a society that promotes free
speech and open learning
in our schools. I am not op-
posed to any faiths, including
science, being taught in our
schools because I believe that
the claims of Jesus stand up
well as a world-view. It’s very
easy to pull down systems that
we don’t agree with without
providing any answers or al-
ternatives. The ‘let’s stop this
because I don't agree with it
mentality is dangerous and
bigoted. What is Michael
afraid of that makes him so
intent on stopping Chris-
tianity being taught in our
schools? Is he concerned that
our children might not accept
his world-view but instead
decide to follow Jesus? Surely
they have a right to choose.
Let’s not deprive them of that
choice.
Jonathan Woods
Chairman
Byron Religious Education
Association Byron Bay

®m Michael McDonald writes:
Thanks to Mr Woods for the
further information. I didn’t
call for an end to teaching
Christianity in schools. What
I was pointing out is that par-

ents have a choice and that
in state schools Christianity,
or any religion, is not neces-
sarily the prescribed world-
view. Aside from that, there
is more observable evidence
for a theory of evolution than
for any religion-based crea-
tion myth.

m I am an SRE teacher and I
know that representatives of
other religions do go into the
primary schools that I go to.
I haven't heard anyone mak-
ing a fuss or seen any ‘sparks
flying’
Wendy Holm
Billinudgel

m I find the article that ap-
peared in The Echo last week
with regard to SRE a rather
sad attempt to discourage
parents from encouraging
their children from attending
these classes at Mullum High
School. The writer is obvious-
ly ill-informed with respect to
the opportunity given to all
recognised religions to teach
in the public school system
(not exclusively Christian).

The BREA committee is
perfectly entitled to advertise
for a suitable teacher to fill the
vacant position for the 2009
classes as they have been given
the responsibility by the par-
ticipating denominations to
employ this staff member at
their expense (which is con-
siderable).

Having had the opportunity
to teach SRE in a number of
high schools I am often be-
wildered by those who are so
adamantly opposed to their
children participating in these
classes.

I have personally witnessed
the transformation of many
young lives over the years
from those that are dysfunc-
tional and without hope, to
those who have a positive out-

No ‘secret’

I refer to the letter from
Ephraim Sella of Byron Bay
(Echo, November 11).

In response to concerns
previously raised by Mr Sella,
Council met with its auditors
and representatives of ANZ
Bank in accordance with the
public undertaking given by
Council at its Ordinary meet-
ing of August 28, 2008, when
Mr Sella (who was present)
first raised the matter.

At the Ordinary meeting
of October 23, 2008, public
discussion took place in open
Council with Council’s Audi-
tors in relation to the 2007/08
Financial Statements and
Council’s investment portfolio
after Council had invited its
Auditors to attend to discuss
all issues including Council’s

investment strategy. Unfortu-
nately Mr Sella did not attend
this public forum, however its
content was widely reported in
the media. There is a record-
ing of the discussion which
lasted some 45 minutes and
which can be made available
to anyone who may be inter-
ested for a nominal charge.

Mr Sella’s statement that the
auditors would not sign off
on the Financial Statements
is incorrect.

What the auditors spoke
about was qualifying the au-
dit report as they were unable
to meet the requirements of
the auditing standards in ob-
taining an accurate fair mar-
ket value of some of Council’s
investments.

Council has properly re-
sponded to the concerns orig-

inally raised, sought profes-
sional guidance, entertained
public debate and requested
oversight of the matter to the
extent possible by Council’s
Auditors. Council’s financial
position continues to be man-
aged responsibly by Council.
Graeme Faulkner
General Manager
Byron Shire Council

Polluted river

Duncan Dey’s argument con-
cerning the Council’s seeming
headlong plunge to spend $40
million on a new sewage treat-
ment plant (Echo, November
11) merits much more atten-
tion than it’s getting.

I emailed all the council-
lors last week asking if they
understood GIGO (garbage

continued overleaf

Letters to the Editor

Fax: 6684 1719 Email: editor@echo.net.au Deadline: Noon, Friday. Letters longer than 200
words may be cut; letters already published in other papers will not be considered; pseudo-
nyms not acceptable. Please include your full name, address and phone number.

www.echo.net.au

look on life. Those who were
some of the most disruptive
in their classes, to those who
became exemplary students,
from those who were experi-
menting with drugs, alcohol
and underage sex, to those
who chose to abstain. From
those who had never previ-
ously told their parents that
they loved them, to those that
expressed their love and grat-
itude towards their parents.
SRE isn’t about Bible-bash-
ing students but encouraging
them to consider the possi-
bility of the existence of an
intelligent, loving, caring
Creator who has a wonderful
plan and purpose for us as
his creatures; as opposed to
the assumption that we are all

mistakes that happened to ar- [

rive by accident on this plan-
et due to an explosion (big
bang) from a singularity, that
resulted into an ordered uni-
verse that amazes the highest

levels of scientific expertise. |

Even the well-known arch
atheist Antony Flew has now
agreed that this order cannot
be derived by chance, but by
empirical observation alone
has come to the conclusion
that God must be responsible
for this; much to the chagrin
of Richard Dawkins and his
new atheism.

I empathise with Michael in
that for many years I shared
similar views; may I encour-
age you though to consider
our need to at least give our
children the opportunity to
make up their own minds re-
gards whether or not we are
here by accident... and if not,
is there a plan and purpose to
life beyond what is often im-
parted by those of us that are
inclined to be cynical when it
comes to the possibility of the
existence of the Creator?

Pastor Laurie Hart

Brunswick Valley Christian

Life Centre

Broken Head Quarry Earthworks

We can do anything and everything.
Our mini excavator even has a grab for rock walls

House sites, farm roads,
all excavatlons.

Proud to support
the Pink Ladies
and the Friends
of the Library.

Call for a
free quote

0418666 546

“Local Produce, Global Flavours”
Three Course Lunch
Sunday - $35
Overlooking Byron Bay

Dinner Thursday - Saturday
02 6684 7273 bookings preferred
www.figtreerestaurant.com.au
4 Sunrise Lane

There’s never been
a better time to go

SOLAR

€2 Family sized solar hot water systems installed from $1470*
€ 1KW solar power systems installed from $2490*

> Energy efficient appliances and lighting

€» 12 months no deposit interest free finance**

—ac\b :&

,~,.

Significantly reduce your energy bills
and your carbon footprint today!

*Aiter eligible rebates **Fees & conditions apply
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Wednesday 19th 6.30pm

CHRIS ARONSTEN

CLEVELAND

Thursday 20th 6.30pm

Friday 21st 7pm

RADIO JUPITER

MAL &

Saturday 22nd 6.30pm

THE LONGBOARDERS

T WHAT ARE YOU

Sunday 23rd 6pm

BROADFOOT

LOOKING AT

| TARLING? JUST WAITING

FOR THE WORLP

G 3

Monday 24th 6.30pm hiinsd “A
GUY KACHEL
Tuesday 25th 6.30pm

MARK EASTON

| SAMWSTUDIO.COM |
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continued from page 11

in = garbage out) - or in this
case, poo in = poo out), and
the underlying problem that
the plant isn't going to fix the
problem of stormwater leak-
ing in and overloading the
system. Only one replied, and
he didn’t seem to get it. What
happens is the excess goes,
untreated, directly into the
Bruns. One of the locations
where this occurs is at the east
end of Stuart Street, where the
sign warns people of the dan-
ger of using the river.

How many people know
this? When I inquired about
water quality after an incident
where I unintentionally swal-
lowed a lot of Bruns water two
years ago, I was assured it was
pure by a man at the council
offices who claimed to know
what he was talking about.

Even if the new plant can
handle the existing 15 times
normal flow that occurs during
storms, more informed discus-
sion is essential before making
a decision to place a high-tech
plant at the end of the existing
failed sewer system. I believe
the admittedly messier job of
tixing the existing sewerage
system should come first. The
current proposal does no more
than place a bandaid over this.
Projections for how long it
will take to replace the sewers
probably exceed the life of the
new plant!

I believe few people really
understand the economic im-

pact of this $40 million plant,
and they need to before it
shows up in their rates no-
tice. Based on a population
of 30,000 people, it will cost
nearly $1,400 for every person
in the shire ($5,500 for a family
of four) - approaching the per
capita cost of the US govern-
ment’s recent bank bailout.

Giving greater incentives for
rainwater tanks to catch the
very same waters that are now
flooding the system would
solve two problems by supple-
menting our dwindling water
supply. Just as it was suggested
that giving everyone in Sydney
free rainwater tanks would be
cheaper than building a desa-
linisation plant (and far more
energy-efficient with rising en-
ergy costs), the same could be
true in Mullum.

This needs to be looked at
more closely. Contact Council
before it’s too late.

John W Travis
Mullumbimby

Green changes
If you are interested in our op-
tions for the future, check out
solar thermal and solar con-
centrator technologies.

Developed by teams linked
with ANU and University of
Sydney, the big curved mir-
rors of solar thermal technol-
ogy generate heat, just heat,
to power turbines. Word is,
they’re ready to rock.

Down in Adelaide I visited
the headquarters of the Sun-

5. Everyone makes a difference

© Rous Water, Widjabul custodians & Sustainable Futures Australia 2007

Where is
everyone?

They're out \“ %,
checking all the m%'ut_ MAH S
creeks and

£, o )
4

i | 23
Hi everyonel! UL AH

What's it like
out there?

Oh! mate
its no good out
therel!

We're
gonna need a
lot of help!

‘The Watering Hole" has been created as a collaborative effort between the local Widjabul custodians of the Bundjalung
Nation, Sustainable Futures Australia and Rous Water. The series of five cartoon strips is part of the ‘Reconnecting to Country’
project which aims to engage the community in caring for the Wilsons River catchment area.

cube, claimed by its devel-
opers to be the worlds most
cost-effective photovoltaic
devices. Won design awards,
then ignored.

Curiously, both systems al-
luded to here appear able to
compete with coal in the grid,
now. So why are we subsidis-
ing the importation of Chi-

nese built gear that takes 40
years to pay for itself?

What, exactly, does a rat
smell like?

Me, I want to buy an electric
plug-in car and a solar power
station.

How about you?

Matt Harcla
Byron Bay

Wasted millions
Ridiculous over-spending ac-
counts for much of the NSW
state government’s budget
problems.

Take the Brunswick to Yel-
gun dual carriageway for ex-
ample. North at the truck stop
area there are overpasses for
access to the parking area but

then the little-used Billinudgel
Stock Road gets its own un-
derpass. Users of this road
could easily have used truck
stop overpasses. Result $2.5
million wasted.

Further south the $3.5 mil-
lion ugly pedestrian overpass
to Billinudgel is poorly used

continued on page 14

Still not happy with af

m Tom Tabart (Letters, No-
vember 11) falsely accuses
me of ‘totally misrepresenting’
his Council’s draft Affordable
Housing Strategy and of being
‘malicious’ Nothing I reported
was a misrepresentation and
I object to Tom’s attempts to
smear me.

Councils exhibit strategies to
provide people with a chance
to have their say on what they
are proposing to do. When
they are adopted by Council
they are then meant to be faith-
fully implemented. The reason
they include milestones and
timelines is to provide both di-
rection and accountability.

I am astounded that, despite

its specific actions and time-
frames, Tom is now claiming
that his strategy is ‘only de-
signed to assess the situation
and list the full range of op-
tions.

Tom asserts that ‘Council
will never “share profits with
developers”

Yet his Strategy states that
Density Bonuses are intended
to capture ‘a proportion of ad-
ditional private benefit (“wind-
fall profit”) created through the
rezoning process’ and 50% of
additional private benefit cre-
ated’ by increased density in
and around town centres.

As Tom’s other example
of my ‘misrepresentation’ he

POINCIANA

FOODBARCAFEMUSIE

HERE COMES SUMMER!

Our courtyard garden is looking lugh ¢ the Poinciana trees are beginning to bloom

& even though times are pretty tough right now, we can all be thankful that we
live in such a beautiful part of the world. We're open for Dinner ¢ drinks from

6.00PM on Thursday, Friday ¢ Saturday nightg with a brand new menu.

Why not drop in & have Doctor Jay our resident Cocktail wiz knock you up
a fabulous Margarita while you chill to some sweet tunes?.
Ag always we're open for Breakfagt ¢ Lunch from 8.00AM seven days &
Dinner served Thurs, Fri ¢ Sat from 6.00PM
Fully licensed with excellent Wine, Beer & Cocktail lists.
WWW.poincianacafe.com
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points out that Council does
not have the expertise ‘to pro-
vide specialist housing for the
elderly’ Yet his Strategy rec-
ommends that over the next
five years ‘Council develop site
Byron Bay (1) as a Seniors De-
velopment” and enter a part-
nership for ‘retirement villages
and Aged Care Facilities’ on
the Department of Education
site at Suffolk Park. Which is
all that I said.

Tom is the one misrepre-
senting the Strategy, not me.

Even though the Strategy
is still a draft and supposedly
only represents ‘options, with-
out waiting for public com-
ment Council has already in-

corporated the ‘density bonus’
provisions into the draft LEP
and written to landowners in
these areas asking them if they
want to do increased devel-
opment in return for sharing
profits with Council.

Irrespective of the justifica-
tion, [ maintain my strong ob-
jection to Council’s over-riding
of agreed planning controls to
do deals with developers for
profit. This gives Council a
vested interest in approving
developments beyond what
our planning instruments in-
tend and will corrupt our plan-
ning system.

I am glad that since my arti-
cle the Greens have supported

el

GRARPEN NURSERIES

BEAMBOO NURSER)
Specialising in non-invasive bamboo

for screens or a beautiful garden feature
Miniature to mighty — landscaping sizes available

r

' 10% discount |
I plus free Panda Bear |

! Grass with this ad

-|| Asian Hedging Bamboos,

I Slender Weavers, Timor

Black, Ornamental

1 Grasses, Strelitzia and
many more.

www.byronbamboo.com.au

holiday letting being restricted
to precincts. Now they need to
fix up the zoning for caravan
parks (which is easy) and stop
undermining our planning
system.
Dailan Pugh
Byron Bay

m No, Councillor Tabart, I
didn’t come out of the wood-
work. I come from a commu-
nity currently under threat by
a Council decision to promote
overdevelopment in their
neighbourhood for a cut of
the profit. Your letter neither
raises nor addresses the con-
cept of Affordable Housing
Donor Precincts. It mentions

ordable housing strategy

a consultant’s report which,
in the case of Mullumbimby,
you chose to ignore. Perhaps if
you had been at the workshop
I attended, you could have ex-
plained what ‘donor precinct’
means and how you came to
decide where these would be
allocated.

Perhaps then, I would not
be so ‘chronically ill-informed’
about Council’s unethical deci-
sion to sacrifice the amenity
of the Mullum community by
promoting 25% overdevelop-
ment in the eastern sector of
the Heritage Conservation
Area.

Cheryl Garratt
Mullumbimby

CxC Hememakers

Kitchen, Vanities X Bathroom Centre

Bangalow Industrial Estate Open 10am - 5pm
Phone 6687 2275

www.echo.net.au
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C.AW.IL

Companion Animals

Welfare Inc.

OP SHOP

. Tweed & Booyun Sts
f Brunswick Heads

(Next to Supermarket)
'h. 6685 1444 Mon - Fri 10am to 5pm

Help us build a dog shelter in Byron Shive
cawi@dogshavetales.org.au

--\_.1‘.,

“From its humble beginnings asﬁ)lack'ﬁth £hop in1917
and then acquiring a motor vehicle franchise in the early 1920s,
the Hayes family have been serving the motoring and transport

needs of Northern Rivers’ residents for 90 years.

Our grandfathers’ motto continues with every business

transaction we do today, ‘Customers First’.

The intuitive new CAM RY

The perfect combination of
sophisticated technologies,
distinctive styling and an undeniable
pedigree. Camry Altise Auto.

$27,990
DRIVE AWAY

New generation K L U G E R

The complete family SVU.

Dual front airbags, 2WD and

AWD, ABS, Climate control, air con,
cruise control, 7 seat, 5 speed auto.

- ’ $39,900

M DRIVE AWAY
TOYQTA ™ cfulus!

34-42 Prospero Street Murwillumbah

B|kram

Get on with the settlement strategy

I don't often grace these pages
with laments about matters
pertaining to my own material
interests, but as Council has
just passed a resolution which
is disastrous for my finances,
readers will perhaps forgive
me for any narkiness beyond
the usual.

I'm talking about the Rural
Settlement Strategy, a review
of which has just been deferred
yet again - for no good reason
that I could identify.

First a bit of history. The Ru-
ral Strategy was promulgated
in 1998 when I was on Council.
It identified certain areas near
Coorabell (and other places) as
in principle suitable for certain
forms of rural development,
being community title (CT),
multiple occupancy (MO)
and tourism. All existing MOs
were also deemed suitable for
conversion to CT, regardless of
where they were located.

My property at Coorabell
falls within the areas selected
and when the maps of the
draft version were displayed to
Councillors my property was
clearly identified as eligible on
the basis that an MO had been
granted in 1987. However by

the time the final version has
been put before Council my
property had been deleted.
Later, environmental planning
director David Kanaley wrote
me a letter confirming that it
had been deleted because the
MO in his view had lapsed.
He didn't inform me at the rel-
evant time, or offer me an op-
portunity to dispute his view,
nor did he at any time visit the
property to assess it accord-
ing to the criteria applied to
neighbouring properties. In
other words my propertyisina
limbo where it is not described
in the strategy as suitable, but
where equally it has been re-
jected as unsuitable according
to the extant criteria. Lawyers
might call this a denial of natu-
ral justice. I don't see conspir-
acy here, just an overworked
director trying to make his job
simpler than it was.

No doubt there were many
other people aggrieved by ex-
clusion from the strategy, but
is there anyone else in the situ-
ation where four neighbours
in a row to the south are in-
cluded, where other immedi-
ate neighbours to the north
have a tourist resort and ex-

isting MO respectively and
another immediate neighbour
has notional tourist potential?
Where no neighbours ob-
ject to their plans? Where an
MO was previously granted?
Where access is from a minor
road? Where there would be
no scenic impact from adja-
cent roads? I doubt it. But for
Mr Kanaley’s oversight I would
certainly have an MO up and
running by now; the property
is a natural fit.

Okay so some little time
after that vote in 1998 I find
out that 'm not in the strategy
after all. Don't worry, they tell
me, it’s all up for review in five
years time and you can get the
anomaly sorted then. Ten years
later I'm still waiting. ..

Planning director Ray Dar-
ney suggested in last week’s
report to Council that there
had been a series of ‘annual re-
views, but I note that according
to the front counter no amend-
ments have been made to the
basic formulation since 2001.
Clearly the strategy has not
been comprehensively evalu-
ated in terms of the experience
gained over the first five years;
which was the intent.

The latest excuse for delay
is this thing called a Growth
Management Strategy, which
the nobs in Sydney have de-
cided all councils must under-
take. Your elected councillors
were so enthralled by this New
Thing that they’ve asked for
a report from staff as to what
is all means, until which time
the five years late review is on
hold.

I now guide those Coun-
cillors by putting the follow-
ing simple question to them:
what the fuck is the difference
between a Rural Settlement
Strategy and a Growth Man-
agement Strategy, apart from
the words used? They are both
about where to put people, it
seems to me, and work done
on the major Rural Strategy Re-
view could later be re-labelled
‘Growth Strategy’ to satisty the
wankers in the capital.

Get on with it. Rescind this
silly abdication of your respon-
sibilities. Only Cr. Tucker voted
the obvious and sensible way
on the matter, even though he
has no obvious interest in com-
munal set-ups.

Fast Buck$
Coorabell

continued from page 12

and I have never actually seen
anyone on it. The occasional
pedestrian could easily use the
vehicle underpass just to the
south. Worst of all the hide-

-Byron Bay
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> -~ GRAND RE-OPENING
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ous six lane high level Bruns-
wick River bridges wasted
millions. There is no need
for high bridges as the river
is not navigable. When this
was pointed out to the RTA
they said they needed the
height to reduce the climb up
the hill to the north but then
they designed a drop of the

- road to the original level of the

Rajah Road turning, thereby
nullifying height gained from
the high bridges. The existing
service road bridge could have
stayed and the four lanes of
motorway could have been on
cheap low level bridges, saving
$20 million plus.

You can get a lot of school
or hospital from the nearly
$30 million squandered on
these three items alone.

Ron Priestley
Byron Bay

Local generosity

The Bush Poets Show held re-
cently to relaunch St Martin's
Bell Tower Restoration was an
outstanding success, both so-
cially and financially. I thank
you for the publicity in your
paper, both for the Show and
the Bell Tower Restoration as
a whole.

I would like to publicly ac-
knowledge the sponsorship by
the Mullumbimby Ex-Services
Club and the generosity of the
Mullumbimby Bloke - Ray
Essery - for organising a great
Show. All artists performed
at no cost to the Parish, not
forgetting the Mullumbimby
Music Club for so willingly
setting up and controlling the
sound system, also at no cost
and to Akubra hats.

Thank you to all who at-
tended and to the donors

who have supported the Bell
Tower Restoration over the
last twelve months through
functions, raftles and straight
out donations.

Work has finally begun
on the Tower and with eve-
rybody’s help, we are confi-
dent of reaching our target of
$120,000 by the time the Bell
is ringing once again.

Again, thank you one and
all.

Margaret Giles

Bell Tower Committee
Member

Parish Treasurer

Credit due

Seems like I didn't acknowl-
edge enough people in my
appreciation over the ripple
strip campaign. Sorry about
that, but over the years I have
learned that editors abhor
long letters and reward brevity
with publication. In any event,
this was a community effort
and a community victory.

However, I do sympathise
with Ian Cohen. Politicians at
all levels are bombarded with
complaints and requests, but
a simple ‘thank you’ is as rare
as a run into Byron without
hitting a traffic jam. So, thank
you, Jan.

My wife Sue Arnold, a merci-
less lobbyist, is less sympathetic
to Tan's feeling left out. To him
she says, Aww, Diddums’

Norm Sanders
Ocean Shores

Grubby game

There is a sad and grubby little
game that big developers play
called section 96 modification,
and it goes like this: they do
whatever is necessary to get
their development through

then once it’s through they
start the section 96 dance.

Section 96 is supposed to
allow small inconsequential
changes to a DA without hav-
ing to put the whole thing up
for comment and public ex-
hibition again. But many big
developers use it to reframe
their DA into something quite
different to the original docu-
ment. And guess what, Splen-
dour in the Grass has started
the dance. Three to four weeks
ago they did a S96 to change
the dates of the event from
August to July. From the driest
of the year, a fact used to limit
the flood consequences they
had to plan for, to just four
weeks from the anniversary of
the biggest flood we have had
for 40 years.

Now they want to do an-
other §96 to change the hours
of operation and other con-
sent conditions. How many
S96 changes to go before it no
longer resembles the DA so
contentiously passed by the
last council?

I suggest the council throws
the whole thing out until
Splendour comes clean with
its final intentions.

Andrew Hall
New Brighton

Lack of care

I was proud to live in a caring
community until this morn-
ing. I live just off Shara Boul-
evard, South Golden Beach. I
was happily jaunting on my
rainy morning walk, it was be-
tween 6.30am and 6.45am.

I noticed a young man, late
teens, early twenties, stand-
ing with his small lunch-sized
esky obviously on his way to

continued on page 16
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Barack Obama: it’s (a new) morning in America?

Adrian Gattenhof

Leonard Cohen crystallised
his hopes for a better Amer-
ica with the words: ‘May the
lights in the land of plenty/
Shine on the truth some day’
I join with Mungo and Victor
Marsh (Echo, November 11)
in welcoming the election of
Barack Obama.

The alternative was hide-
ous. Victor’s comment on the
need to swap cynicism for
hope is also welcome, given
the long history of causes
for cynicism American re-
gimes have bequeathed to
the world. But unless many
a brave light in that land of
excess is ready to shine stead-
fastly on many a dark truth,
then I fear the buds of hope
that sprung up on election
night will never flourish into
a garden of shared prosperity
and peace.

Like other commentators,
Mungo linked Obama’s elec-
tion and Kennedy’s in 1961
as moments of fresh hope.
Mungo’s memory may have
been temporarily clouded by
a glass of euphoria too many
when, without hint of irony,
he stuck the ‘philosopher
king in a Camelot’ tag on
Kennedy. Indeed, Kennedy
is a good place to start shin-
ing a light on Americas dark
truths.

Kennedy, bright young
Democrat, launched the un-
provoked war that became the
Vietnamese Holocaust. ‘War’
is a lame term to compass the
murder of over three million
people in a 13 year onslaught
by a superpower against the
people of a peasant-based,
developing society seeking to
reunify after the expulsion of
the French colonialists.

Kennedy and his military-
corporate associates knew
the truth yet chose to lie, pre-
suming to impose American
hegemony unopposed in the
‘vacuum’ left by the French.
He chose not to see the par-
allel between America’s own
War of Independence against
colonial exploitation and Viet-
nam’s and chose not to recogn-
ise in Ho Chi Minh Vietnam’s
George Washington.

Kennedy’s successor, John-
son - another Democrat and
proponent of “The Great Soci-
ety’ — escalated the ‘war’ using
flame throwers and napalm
to incinerate villages and vil-
lagers alike from land and air,
deluged the forests with Agent
Orange and for good measure
dropped a greater tonnage
of bombs on this one small
country than were dropped
on all countries by all combat-
ants during WW2.

To this day, Vietnam has
not received an apology and

not one cent in reparations
from America. Babies con-
tinue to be born hideously
deformed from Agent Orange
more than 30 years after the
Holocaust ended. When Rea-
gan announced, Its morning
in America, he might have
added ‘and it’s mourning in
Vietnan.

The Vietnamese Holocaust
is the ideal case study to ex-
pose the fundamental dis-
order Barack Obama needs
to treat with a long, strong
course of the chemotherapy
of truth: the disordered belief
in American exceptionalismy
and the aggression it encour-
ages.

This is the widespread dog-
ma that America is powerful
because it is good. And be-
cause it is good above all oth-
ers, God gave America power
above all others. Therefore
whatever America does is
right. When things go wrong
it is because of the evil of oth-
ers. At the crudest level this
manifests as bibles, guns and
flags. Higher up the brain
chain even well-intentioned
criticism meets with resis-
tance or hostility. America is
always pure of heart, even if
dirty of hand.

What characterises Ameri-
can foreign policy and actions
is the consistency from WW2
to Bush 2 and across almost

all regimes whether Repub-
lican or Democrat. Barack
Obama inherits this legacy,
a system with a corporate-
military dynamic with huge
momentum supported by a
widely accepted ideology that
will ultimately sway his deci-
sions regardless of the intrin-
sic benevolence he brings to
the job.

Will Obama shine a light
on America’s dark truths? Will
he atone for America’s crimes
against Vietnam, Cambo-
dia, Laos, Nicaragua, Cuba,
El Salvador, Iraq and the rest
and pay just reparations? Will
he transform the American
presidency into a truly civil
office so we no longer hear
the howls about whether a
candidate will make a good
‘Commander-in-Chief” as
though, especially to Republi-
cans, Americans were voting
for a warlord?

Don Watson remarked that
America is not yet a truly civil
society as it still boasts marks
of a frontier culture and men-
tality. Step up Sarah Palin.
Watson meant more: an ab-
sence of a sense of the value
of the commons, in place of
a shared sense of humanity
a shared delusion about the
accessibility of the ‘Ameri-
can dream’’ Hence America’s
public education and health
systems are put to shame by

India’s. Yet many ordinary
Americans seem happily
brainwashed to regard pub-
lic goods as ‘socialism’ and to
use ‘liberal’ as a term of abuse
which Republicans contrast to
‘freedom.

This nebulous ‘freedon’ is
protected by an ever vigilant,
trigger happy ‘Commander-
in-Chief’ In no other devel-
oped country is the head of
government so commonly
identified as a warlord. John
Steinbeck observed that so-
cialism would never take hold
in America because the poor
saw themselves not as an ex-

THINKING

Solid stra

ploited proletariat but as tem-
porarily embarrassed million-
aires. Better to be poor, sick
and toothless than red.

Barack Obama needs to
strip the presidency of its
military uniform and clothe it
in the medical gown of an on-
cologist. He will have to order
many tests and convince the
patient there is hope. But for
the cancers that ail America
and that metastasised to sick-
en much of the world, light
and truth could be effective
cures. I wish Dr Obama and
America well. The future of
our planet is at stake.

FLOORING

ndwoven

bamboo flooring and decking

SHOWROOM
Shop 1/7 Piper Drive,
Southern Cross

Industrial Estate, Ballina

Add value to
your home

Stylish and affordable
Hard wearing
Easy maintenance

N

—

o -

02 6686 5823 / 0407 234 576
www.thinkingflooring.com.au
sales@thinkingflooring.com.au

Ll

L‘Jétoindble flooring

“Jahna ngali garimaleh jogun”

e T
Foofhbtlina s

“Lets stand together looking after country”

Reconnecting to Country focuses on practical on-the-ground actions to
quality and catchment h
reconciliation in the Wilsons River water supply catchment.

improve water

Rous Water, Sustainable Futures Australia and the Widjabul Elders
invite all interested people to a community workshop to find out more
about this 3 year project:

* Welcowme to country by local Aboriginal custodians
* Share natural and cultural heritage values

* ldentify local sustainability issues
* Pevelop ideas for local projects and action
* Funding and project criteria
* Form a local working group

Workshops Time: 6.20 pm - 8.30 pm (Refreshments provided)

ealth and promote

Regional

Rous Water )

This project has been assisted by the NSW Government through its Environmental Trust.

www.rouswater.nsw.gov.au www.sustainablefutures.com.au

Upper Wilsons Creek | Wilsons Creek Hall [ Wednesday 19" Nov
Corndale Corndale Hall Thursday 20" Nov
Lismore Lismore City Hall Monday 24" Nov
Bangalow Bangalow Anglican Hall[  Tuesday 25" Nov

Please register on 6689 7198 or email wilsonsriveresustainablefutures.com.av

®

sustainable futures australia

www.echo.net.au
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continued from page 14
work. I assumed he was wait-
ing for his ride.

While he waited I watched.
I got more and more disturbed
and disgusted as car upon car
drove past him. He picked up
his esky as it started to rain.
He moved under a tree — and
still cars drove past him. I went
over. I told him how sorry I
was that people were just driv-
ing by. He said he had plenty of
time, he started work in Mul-
lum at a quarter to eight. I am
fortunate I can drive myself to
work. I can afford my own car.
Our young people can't.

So come on, let’s look out for
each other and give our youth
support to get ahead in life.
They have little choice when we
don’t have a public transport
system in the shire. So next
time you drive past someone
hitching, a person obviously
helping himself or herself,
please pull over and give him

or her a break - or take a look

at yourself and ask how you
would feel in his shoes.

Amrita Hobbs

South Golden Beach

Adrift

How disturbing that a housing
development such as ‘Seadrift’
in Browning Street, a so called
‘community, where more than
50% of the tenants are fami-
lies, no longer allows for bi-
cyles with children’s trailers
or two seater prams to come
in or out. Two months ago I
purchased a bicycle and trailer
to be able to transport my two
children around instead of us-
ing the car. During the first
month, the remote control
raised the gate to go out and
the keypad to return.

Now the use of the gate has
been stopped except for cars -
no exceptions. The pedestrian
gate is too narrow to allow any-
thing wider than a single pram

DISTANCE

EDUCATION WITH
THE SUPPORT
OF A REAL

COMMUNITY

to get through. I'm told this is
to do with ‘public liability’ but
I assume that the fumes my car
will produce when I have to
use it instead of the bicycle are
no problem for the public.

Is this the kind of develop-
ment that is being encour-
aged in Byron? Let this serve
as a warning to any families
who are looking to purchase
homes in this ‘community’ -
be aware of the kind of nar-
row-minded thinking you are
likely to deal with!

Lynne Holian
Byron Bay

Chemical weapons

Recently the Australian, Amer-
ican and Hong Kong govern-
ments all decided to allow
their populations to consume,
for the first time, food which
contains cyanuric acid and
also melamine at 2.5 parts per
million (ppm). Reimschues-
sel et al state that although

‘melamine and cyanuric acid
appeared to have low toxicity
when administered separately’
(1), when taken together they
were highly toxic.

Wikipedia defines a Binary
Chemical Weapon as ‘two
chemicals that when com-
bined make a toxic agent.

A scientist from the food
standards Australia and New
Zealand agreed with the writer
that the combination of mela-
mine and cyanuric acid ap-
peared to be a binary poison.

Cremonezzi et al describe
mealamine as a ‘tumorigenic
agent’ (2) that induced ‘pre-
neoplastic (pre-cancerous)
urothelial proliferation’ (2)

Cats fed 2000ppm mela-
mine and cyanuric acid devel-
oped lethal kidney failure in
just two days (3), so perhaps
humans fed two parts per mil-
lion melamine and cyanuric
acid will develop lethal kidney
failure in 2000 days or about

We’ve spent 30 years developing our internationally-awarded distance education program

that connects our students to the entire USQ community. If you're considering distance

education, talk to a university who understands that studying via distance education

doesn’t have to mean distant.

Find out more at
studyusq.com/distance

CRICOS: QLD00244B NSW02225M
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USQ

UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTHERN QUEENSLAND

study@usqg.edu.au studyusq.com/distance

fulfilling lives

1800811 380

six years. There is no antidote
to melamine and cyanuric
acid poisoning. Prawns, fish,
eggs, biscuits, poultry, wheat
and milk powder from the
northern hemisphere have all
been contaminated.
References from www.
pubmed.gov of the US Na-
tional Library of Medicine:
1. PMID: 18764697
2. PMID: 15500936
3. PMID: 17998549
Peter Olson
Goonengerry

Land warfare
What did Gareth Smith ex-
pect (Echo, November 4)? The
mere name of the conference
should have told the story -
‘Land Warfare Conference’
When military men and
women can justify the use of
cluster bombs, hundreds of
thousands of land mines (left
in someone else’s backyard),
deadly depleted uranium dust
that hangs around for genera-
tions and deforms, maims and
kills the children in the name
of defending our country and
way of life, it surely defies the
imagination of sane people.
These ‘powerful military ex-
perts’ need all the protection
that the police, security forces
and secret police (ASIO) can
give them. They must never
hear the truth - that young
men and women returning
from these brutal wars are
wrecked by chemical and
nuclear contamination and
many, tragically, are psycho-
logically maimed for life.
They proudly left home
for all the right reasons, and
then found themselves doing
the bidding of wealthy, flabby
old men sitting comfortably
behind oval desks pushing
buttons. Those paying the su-
preme sacrifice can hope their
comrades will continue to sell
fake poppies on the streets to
help support the widows and
children.
For every soldier who dies
there are many thousands of

civilians - women and chil-
dren - who also die and who
g0 unsung.

Bringing back the glorious
old days when the leaders
would lead the troops, gal-
loping into battle with sword
pointed at the foe, might more
quickly bring a ban to these
weapons of mass destruction.
And yes! Gareth, peace on
Earth and goodwill toward all
men.

Tony Chandler
Mullumbimby

Back to earth

As usual, Mungo makes some
good points, (‘Restoring the
American Dream’) but once
again slips into hyperbole.

Is it really a ‘fact that
Obama’s win is overwhelm-
ingly good news for us all’?
Surely it remains to be seen
how good the news is and for
how many of us.

There are reasons to be op-
timistic about what lies ahead
- the recent announcement
that Guantanemo Bay is to be
closed is chief among them
- but there are reasons to be
sceptical too.

Where does Obama re-
ally stand on religion? Is he
an atheist who, expediently,
chose a church when he de-
cided to enter politics? Or
does he share the views of Rev
Wright but belatedly distanced
himself from this damaging
association? Which is he? Dis-
honest and opportunistic or
deluded and disloyal?

Either way, he has displayed
questionable ethicality and
defective judgment.

Come back down to earth,
America.

Tim Aitken
Sunrise

m Letters received from Boyd
Kellner, Newrybar, Garry
Scott, Mullumbimby, Fr Gary
Priest, Byron Bay, John Lewis,
Ocean Shores, Jan Dawkins,
Byron Bay, Peggy Balfour,
Mullumbimby.

runswick
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Brunswick River

River
Ecology

andcare workshop

Saturday 29 November 1.30-4.30pm,
Mullumbimby

Discover the fascinating but often hidden world of river
ecology and what you can do to support healthy aquatic
systems.

— with Matt Gordos, an aquatic fauna expert
from DPI (Fisheries).

Visit four Brunswick River restoration sites funded by the
Australian Government's Envirofund program.

Find out

* What we can do to improve the health of the

e About the lovely critters that live in our waterways
— see some catfish nests, learn about platypus...

The workshop is free to financial Landcare members
and $5 for non-Landcare members.

ML Book with
@( Judy MacDonald
“enviro oh 6684 5390 TRUST

www.echo.net.au
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Prostate health: every man’s business

Dave Hughes

The prostate is a small gland
about the size of a walnut. It
is located just below the blad-
der in men and is responsi-
ble for producing most of the
fluid in semen. As we grow
older it can grow in size, caus-
ing problems such as trouble
starting and maintaining
a urinary stream. The three
types of problems that arise
with the prostate gland are 1.a
condition known as Benign
Prostatic Hyperplasia or BPH,
2. A low grade chronic infec-
tion called prostatitis and 3.
prostate cancer.

BPH can sometimes be
treated with medications or
more commonly surgically re-
lieved with a procedure called
trans urethral resection of the
prostate or TURP or ‘rebore’
This procedure relieves the
troublesome symptom of a
poor and interrupted stream.
There is also a new green light
laser procedure to resect the
prostate.

Prostatitis is usually treated
with a course of antibiotics
and resolves within a month
or two.

Prostate cancer rarely has
symptoms in the early stages
of the disease and is detected
via a blood test called a pros-
tate specific antigen (PSA) or
by a doctor doing a ‘digital

0
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rectal examination’ to feel the
outer surface of the prostate
for bumps, lumps and swell-
ing. The main risk factors for
prostate cancer are advancing
age and any family history of
either prostate or breast can-
cer. If your father, brother or
uncle had it then you are in a
higher ‘Risk Group’ for getting
it yourself. All men should
have had a PSA test by the age
of 50 years, and about 45 years
if you are in the higher risk
group.

There were about 6,000
new cases in NSW in 2005

and one in seven men will
develop it by the age of 70. In
NSW, prostate cancer is the
most common cancer in men
from 55 years of age and the
third most common cause of
death in men.

Early detection via PSA is
currently the common meth-
od of detecting potential ab-
normalities in the prostate. If a
PSA test is elevated then your
doctor might recommend a
prostate biopsy to look for
cancer cells. If cancer is con-
firmed then there is a series
of options you will be given

Selamat Diatang Foo Ying! Bien Venido! Willkommen: Chaa Mung! Banjourt Mabuhag! Konichiwal Angong

TASTE OF HARMONY

A night celebraring culture, food, music, and dance

Byron Commumty & Cultural Centre
Byron Harmony Project 2008-09 Launch Party

Vivalucion Latin & Salsa
Nakula World Fusion
Shikamassie African

Flamenco «

7 til 10 pm
$5 Donation

Exotic Cuisine by

Culture Tonic &
dance Indonesian Community
- and more... Dinner available from 6pm
AR, hyma:.hnrnm‘ ail.com
@ & T pmemamcn [ IR ¢ o

www.echo.net.au

to treat the disease. These in-
clude surgery, radiotherapy,
and hormone therapy. Which
therapy your specialist recom-
mends will depend on test re-
sults, your age, general health
and financial status.

There are a variety of foods
and supplements that are pos-
sibly helpful in preventing or
minimising prostate cancer.
These include: tomatoes, broc-
coli sprouts, the blue and red
berries, selenium, saw pamen-
to, red clover, ginger, tumeric
and some other antioxidants.
Smoking, lack of exercise and
diets high in saturated fats are
not proven to cause prostate
cancer but common sense
tells us that they certainly
have many negative effects on
our general health and wellbe-
ing. Doing your pelvic floor
exercises can minimise your
chances of age- or prostate
therapy-related incontinence
and are simple to learn.

m If you are diagnosed with
prostate cancer, and would
like to know more about pros-
tate problems, help is as close
as the Bangalow Community
Health Centre. David Hughes,
a clinical nurse specialist in
men’s health, provides a free
prostate care nursing service
and can be contacted on 6687
0008 or email david-hughes@
ncahs.health.nsw.gov.au.

YOU NEED TO BE AT
CONCEPT TILES RIGHT NOW

to save a massive

%.30%
y OFF

- all wall and floor
tiles

Do you want tiles laid
before Christmas?
We have qualified tilers

I‘.

Mon-Fri 8.30-5pm, Sun 10am-2pm

% fEoncept TILES

AMD SURFACES

MDY /11.13 Kerr St Ballina 6681 4900
www.concepttiles.com.au

. standing by now

Young people matter!

Byron Youth Service invites you to help young
people by becoming a Friend of BYS this month
for just $20. When you become a friend of BYS
during November you will go into the draw
to win amazing prizes generously donated by
some of Byron’s best and
healthiest local businesses.
For full details please go to
www.bys.org.au
66857777

O

For 25 years Byron District Funerals
has been a caring part of the

Northern Rivers community.

‘el Vit T i T v

When you lose someone, we

understand you need time. Time to
plan, time to organise all the special
things. Time to come together and

remember a life well-lived.

BYRON BAY
Byron Street

6680 9100

BYRON DISTRICT
FUNERALS

To embrace a lifetime, we give you time.

Australian Owned | 24 Hours | All Areas | Prearranged Funerals
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Want 20% off the best

BRAZILIAN wax
in Byron Bay ?

Call or SMS 0400 645 740

T
theWAXROOM

Shop 5, 4 Bay Lane, Byron Bay NSW 2481 m 0400 645 740

Present this docket to receive your discount on a Saturday / Sunday / Monday

www.thewaxroom.com.au

e Hanny

Summer’s here!
Get your beach body ready!
I can help you...
Call Kerry 0416 277 557

Personal Training outdoors or at your home

www.paradisobeauty.com

¢ ¥ Smooth

Paradiso

are the al I
waxing S u m m e r
specialists

S e radiso
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want the
BEST brazilian
wak in Byron
Bay?

The Wax Room introduces

the $48 Brazilian, available

to all of Byron Bay girls and
guys when you present this
ad. It's not a one off special,
it's yours through the ECHO
every week when you bring

in this docket. Happy Waxing.

Phone or SMS 0400 645
740. Shop 5,4 Bay Lane,
Byron Bay.

Be Fabulous

Are you ready for summer?
Is your body ready for the
beach? Time to shape up?
| can help you! Let's step
outside and with a variety

of stamina, strength and
stretching exercises you

can be fitter and happier. Be
Fabulous personal training
sessions can be one-on-one
or have fun with a friend. We
train at the beach, the park
or at your home and cater to
all ages and levels of fitness.
Be what you want! Be more
confident to have fun this
summer. Be fabulous.

Call Kerry on 0416 277 557.

Paradiso

Paradiso takes pride in
waxing, cleaning the skin
and dry body-brushing
before each session. We
then apply pre-wax oil and
use the highest quality
wax to remove the hairs as
painlessly as possible.

Phone 6685 8005.

Ever felt pure

heaven?

You will when you try

our Spring ‘pamper me’

packages...

1. WAX ME 2. TREAT ME

$92 worth of
beauty treatments
for only $59

e Half leg wax

e Standard bikini

e Eyebrow wax
e Underarm wax

$ 59 (valued at $92)

$160 worth of
beauty treatments
for only $127

e Brazil wax

e Deluxe body massage

e File, buff and polish
toes

$127 (valued at $160)

Summer Salon Hours

Mon-Fri 9.30am — 5.00pm e Sat 9.30am — 1.30pm

Sunday 10.30am — 3.30pm

JoaN LawmaN Beauty CENTRE

6685 8046

Upstairs Byron Arcade, Lawson Street, Byron Bay

Joan Lawman
Beauty Centre

Get gorgeous for Summer
at Joan Lawman Beauty
Centre. Looking and feeling
swimwear ready is easy .

Indulge your self with one
of Joan's incredible spring
‘pamper me' packages.

Step out on the sand in her
amazing ‘wax me' package
that includes half leg wax,
standard bikini, eyebrow and
underarm.

Or indulge yourself in the
"treat me' package that
includes brazil wax, deluxe
body massage and a sandal
ready file buff and polish for
the toenails.

Gift vouchers available. Now
open on Sundays during
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Summer 10.30am -3.30pm.
Joan Lawman Beauty Centre
is located upstairs Byron
Arcade, Lawson st Byron
Bay.

Spring into summer at Joan
Lawmans Beauty Centre
today.

Phone 6685 8046.

Vibroplus

Vibroplus has been opened
for 6 months and clients/
members have achieved
remarkable results.

Depending on their
objectives, clients have lost
fat and cellulite, increased
strength and toning of
muscle, increased core
strength, increased flexibility
and circulation. The machine
is a safe form of exercise for

VibroPlus

The 20 Minute Body Workout

Tone — Strength — Stretch — Massage

We use “VIBROGYM” The World’s Original
& Leading Vibration Training Platform

THE EVOLUTION OF EXERCISE!

* Body toning y
& fat loss

¢ [ncrease
bone mass
density

e Strength
gains with
less training
time

@

* Enhance
core stability

» Cellulite

& reduction
»

y Increase
flexibility

* Improve
circulation

ALL SESSIONS
RVISED

Phone Carl or Karim now for a free trial appointment.

Vibro

Byron Bay Ph: 6680 7114

www.echo.net.au



In Victoria they call them bathers,
in New South Wales they are
swimmers and the Queenslanders
call them cossies and togs, but at
the end of the day what they really
are, is a last scrap of cloth between
the beach and the gaol house,
screaming ‘No I'm not nudel’, from
the cracks and the creases in our
loins and our, um, Cracks.

Our swimsuitls keep us modest
while at the same time divulging all
but the last vestiges of the nether
realm’s secrets and nothing entices
Us to look further at what is not
really hidden than a monokini which
shows more than the other bi type,
or a mankini which shows less than
Q speedo but more of your butt, um,
behind.

So what is really important in the
two thousand and naughties, is
what you slip into your swimmers
rather than the bathers themselves.

Think nude
with mood.

-
- “'i;'
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pairs are made out of each
piece! The shirring is made of
rubber, so as not to perish in
the water. The bathers have
to be sewn with a special
needle so as not to pierce
the rubber shirring. This
is produced by an old
machine by a specialist
in Melbourne. The
bathers are lined with
stretch lining and are
sewn at home with
love. They are available
in small, medium and
large and the cut is
extremely flattering on
all body types.

Visit YoYo behind the
Beach Hotel to see
their extensive range
of quality recycled

osteoporosis and arthritis
sufferers.

It can be used for
rehabilitation of acute and
chronic injuries eg: knee,
back, shoulder, ankle,
tendonitis to name a few.

Due to Vibroplus' concept
and philosophy of
personalised supervision
and appointment, many
time slots are full. So to
experience the benefits of
vibrational training.

Phone 6680 7114 for a free
trial appointment.

Yoyo Retro
Bathers

The bathers are made from

vintage or reproduction clothes andf
vintage fabrics, they are very ~ 8CCESSOres formen
and women.

unique as only one or two

YOYO

funky recycled fashion
men +women
Upstairs © 4 Bay Lane Byron
(behind the Beachy) 0417 659 635

retro style
bathers

.«
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Clay Organic
Beaulty

Refresh your soul and re-
awaken your spirit

in the beautiful surrounds at
Clay Organic Beauty.

Clay treatments focus on
bringing your body into
harmony with the rhythm of
nature.

e Youngblood mineral make-
up and makeovers

e Signature facials with
organic and luxury skincare
products

e Bio-sculpture and acrylic
nails

¢ Massage and body
treatments

e Deluxe manicures and
pedicures

e Relaxing waxing and tinting

e Spray tan

e Eyelash extensions

Make an impression with a
clay gift voucher for
that elusive gift.

Opening hours Mon-Fri 9-5
Sat by appointment.
97 Dalley St, Mullumbimby.

Phone 02 6684 6532

Free Personal
Training

Spirit Health Club in Byron
Bay has just made it VERY
easy for you to shape up for
summer. Join now and pay
nothing until 2009!

If you are one of the first
~ 30 people to call, you
-\ will receive a FREE
.} personal training
*i:, session with one of
. our experienced
. and professional
i personal trainers.
‘ Our trainers
take your
goals
~ seriously
~and have the
knowledge
and expertise to
help you achieve
them.

Our gym offers
e Buff Day Spa

Dr.Hauschka

Relaxing waxing
and tinting

Facial and body
waxing

BRAZILIAN
SPECIALIST

Now stocking Elemis, Dr Hauschka
and Youngblood

YOUNGBLOOD’

MINERAL COSMETICS

Mon to Fri 9am-5pm, Sat by appointment
97 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby Ph 6684 6532

e | es Mills programs

e Group fitness classes

e Bootcamp in Byron Bay and
Brunswick

e State of the art fitness
equipment

e Separate spin cycle room

e Fully air-conditioned

e On-site creche

e Spirit massage

Casual visitors are welcome.

Spirit is located at 46-48
Centennial Circuit, Byron Arts
and Industry Estate.

Call us now on 6658 7129.

Stewart's
Menswear

Come on in to Stewart’s
Menswear Mullumbimby
to see a huge range of
swimwear for all the men in
your life.

Brands include Quiksilver,
Palmers, Jet Pilot, Golden
Breed & Speedo. We also
have plenty of beach towels,
hats, caps, thongs and

bags. Lay-by welcome. Gift
wrapping available.

Stewart’s Menswear,
Burringbar Street
Mullumbimby.

Phone 6684 2148.

Lisa's Mobile
Spray Tan

Lisa specialises in mobile
spray tanning. She offers a
convenient and professional
service for women who want
a natural looking tan, without

the harmful affects of the
sun. With 5 years experience
in the Byron Shire Lisa’s
tanning service is perfect for
special occasions, or maybe
just to feel special! Your
healthy glow and colour will
last up to 10 days.

For bookings call
0416 123 712.

Discounts for 2
or more people

2 712

¥ oF just Lo feel Speciyy

Dck arri\}ing.
iff

O FREE

Personal training sessions™

will help

Now there’s no excuse

Our fantastic team of personal trainers

Call us now 6685 7129

www.spiritfitness.com.au 46-48 centennial circuit byron b

YOU achieve your goals

y
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Articles

Hans Lovejoy

Evolve Festival organisers
are likely to be facing a law-
suit from bandleader Barry
Singh, who paid his orchestra
$18,650 out of his own pocket
to perform at last October’s
festival.

In what appears a financial
disaster for Evolve Arts Fes-
tival Pty Ltd, organisers told
performers via email shortly
after the event that manage-
ment will be ‘meeting with
current and prospective inves-
tors to refloat the company, to
settle the current debtors and
prepare for Evolve 2009.

The email went on to say
‘initial reports are not looking
too good at present in terms
of current cash flow, due to a
lower than expected amount
of walk up ticket sales on the
day’ A second email sent only
last week made a similar state-
ment, with the hope to secure
funding for next year and con-
solidate the debts incurred by
this year.

That reassurance is not
enough for Mr Singh, band-
leader of The Northern Rivers
Symphony Orchestra. ‘Despite
providing a written contract,
the cheque he [organiser Stu-
art Hucker] presented on the
day bounced, Mr Singh told
The Echo. “This could poten-
tially bankrupt the orchestra.

Tears of a clown: these Evolve festival participants reflect the mood of some of the perform-
ers waiting to be paid. Photo Jeff‘Caravan Of Dreams’ Dawson.

I paid the orchestra in good
faith out of my own money
and was going to recoup the
fee from the festival!

With 61 people to pay, Mr
Singh says that his orchestra
operates like any professional
ensemble regarding payment
and the standard practice is
to settle payment on the day
of performance. “This means
we will always have a good
relationship and reputation
with our players. The fee also
pays for advertisements and

sheet music, among other ex-
penses.

The bulk of the players are
professional musicians, says
Mr Singh. ‘We are not a com-
munity orchestra, and many
performers travel from as far
as Brisbane and I have always
paid them on the day’

Concerts suspended

The orchestra’s 2009 con-
certs have been suspended,
Mr Singh says. ‘Tt took me 15
years to establish this orches-
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There’s more to The Echo
than just the paper

CHECK
OUT OUR
WEBSITE

Our news, articles
and columns are

all uploaded each
week to our easy-to-
navigate site.

Breaking news
published before the
next issue.

Search our archives
for previous week’s
stories.

Post comments
on our stories and
columns.

Browse our photo
gallery full of iconic
local images and
detailed coverage of
events.

Missed your printed
copy? Download the
entire paper as a PDF.

View streaming video
of the serious and the
hilarious.

www.echo.net au h

20 November 18,2008 The Byron Shire Echo

tra and one performance has
put us on the ropes. It might
send us to the wall!

Other performers are more
forgiving, however.

Performer Cristina Calero
told The Echo she is optimistic
about being paid and hopes
the festival continues. Tt was a
very positive reflection of the
cultural diversity that exists in
Byron Shire. It was like a mini
Woodford and the vibe was
fantastic.

“There were circus perform-
ers, electric violinists, amaz-
ing art works, bent cabaret,
first class opera singers, radi-
cal trapeze, extraordinary
flamenco dancing - it was all
very inspiring. This festival
was broad and encompassed
all tastes.

‘It went beyond the generic
entertainment that usually is
on offer for families. It wasn'ta
Wiggles show - not that there’s
anything wrong with that - all
the parents and children that
I spoke to were amazed and
fully entertained. A friend of
mine with a 14 year old didn't
want to go home because he
was really excited about be-
ing there and experiencing the
day and performances. The
success of the day can be mea-
sured by what they provided
the broader community’

‘Better to cancel’

Charles Sawyer is a per-
former with Langensari - a
west Javanese gamelan seven
piece group that played on
“The Meeting House’ stage.

“The printed program was
distributed after we complet-
ed our set; he told The Echo. ‘Tt
seems terribly mismanaged.
Although I have some sym-
pathy for the organisers losing
money, I would have thought
it better to cancel the event!

Mr Sawyer said his ensem-
ble has decided not to initiate
any legal action against Evolve
management for the non-pay-
ment for their performance.
‘One of us has run festivals

Evolve festival artlsts still wait on payment

before and recognises that
there is the rare failure such
as Evolve, and that the man-
agement has enough to cope
with without being burdened
by lawsuits’

Performer James Cruick-
shank had a similar experi-
ence. ‘Leading up to the
event, we heard that the PA
company hadn’t been paid
and pulled out, so Tex’s [Tex
Perkins] manager asked for
a deposit of goodwill; he told
The Echo. “There was no reply
from numerous emails and
phone calls, but we decided
to do it anyway as it is close to
home for us and it didn’t in-
cur many personal expenses’
Mr Cruickshank said while it
was a great idea and wanted
to support it, “They should
have pulled the plug and gave
everyone their money back. I
wanted to support the idea of
this festival as it was a local
event for locals’

Non-performers such as PA
and party hire contacted by
The Echo said that they were
paid, however, ‘it was all done
at the 11th hour and we had
to keep up the pressure to be
paid... there’s too many festi-
vals, and this one wasn’t par-
ticularly well organised’

Confusion

Compounding problems
was the announcement in the
same week of Evolve that the
Byron Arts festival had been
cancelled, which festival or-
ganisers claim confused the
public as to which festival it
was, and possibly contribut-
ing to lower than expected
ticket sales.

A ‘Save the orchestra con-
cert’ is planned for The North-
ern Rivers Symphony Orches-
tra and will be held at Seagulls
in Tweed Heads on February
15, 2009, at 3pm. ‘We have
had a great response to the
crisis and there will be perfor-

mances from ballet and opera
companies as well as ballroom
dancers, says Mr Singh. Tick-
ets are now on sale through
Seagulls.

Mr Hucker and Evolve
management did not return
any of The Echo’s phone calls,
however Mr Hucker told
creditors in a recent email,
‘Due to our situation the fes-
tival operations are down to a
one person team being myself
and I have had to recommence
my regular job at the present
while working on a massive
proposal to raise money for
next year. Due to the nature of
our company being an annual
festival the current and pro-
spective investors will be in-
vesting in the future of Evolve
Arts Festival Pty Ltd.

‘Now what this has resulted
in is having to completely post
produce, critically analyse all
aspects of our efforts in over
40 departments and put that
into a positive business plan
for 2009. Everyone on our
outstanding invoice from this
year’s list is a part of this busi-
ness plan and the goal is to
raise the capital for both years
in one to two share call move-
ments.

still positive

T do acknowledge that my
earlier indications were that
I would have a solid plan at
this stage being a month post
festival. To be honest this
process is taking longer than I
had planned and for that most
part it’s out of my hands in
terms of time frame.

“The bottom line is I'm at-
tempting to raise over a quar-
ter of a million dollars — which
is alot of money. The outcome
is still looking to be a positive
one. Unfortunately I still can’t
give you a solid date of pay-
ment, however I can assure
you that we shall have a result
in the near future’

TAN DOR
PAls@Ce

FAMILY INDIAN RESTAURANT (

offering you a wide range of vegetarian
and non-vegetarian dishes

# SPECIALS:
MONDAY — Garlic Naan only $1.95 with each curry
TUESDAY - 2 Papadams free with each curry

FANTASTIC CUSTOMER FEEDBACK!
Every Sat/Sunday - Buffet Lunch

\L;
)

Y

N . .
=< Great food, great service, great location
) licensed, BYO wine welcome.

32 Lawson St, Byron Bay 6685 5355

Tandoor Palace is also available for all types of function,
please call Kashinath Thitme on 0421 771 822

only $19.95 from 12 to 2.30pm

Dinner Mon to Wed 5.30pm to 9.30pm
Thurs to Sun 5.30pm to 10pm s
Lunch Wed- Fri
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THEBE'S WE@ETB‘MEG ADOUT MULLUM,

The biggest little town in
Australia lives up to its name
this week when musicians

from around the country and
overseas converge on the
vibing village to kick off the first
Mullumbimby Music Fest. With
over 30 artists in venues from
The Civic Hall to the Bowlo, the
Drill Hall to the Ex-Services Club
and the Poinciana Cafe taking a
starring role as the Festival Club,
this is going to be a weekend

to remember. Festival director,
Glenn Wright remarked that
‘there aren’t too many other
little towns that have so many
good community venues in
walking distance from each
other!

Roots artist, Ash Grunwald
(Friday at the Civic Hall) is quite
the small town advocate:

‘Mullum has always been in

my mind as the kind of place
you'd love to bring up your kids
in. There’s nothing like being

in a place where nearly all of
the locals have CHOSEN to be
there because they value their
happiness and they have some
theories on how they might
attain it. Good food, perfect

weather and happy vibes are
what spring to mind and these
are also the ingredients for the
perfect festival’

Mei Lai Swan (Saturday at Civic
Hall and Sunday at the Drill
Hall) shares the sentiment:‘If |
was moving to Northern NSW,
Mullum would be the place

I'd choose - great community,
beautiful country, lots of music
and creative folk, and Spaghetti
Circus! If only it could be a
month-long festival...

Although for Fumes frontman
Steve Merry, (Sunday at the
Ex-Services Club) the last trip
he had to Mullum wasn't such a
memorable occasion!

‘One day that sticks out is
getting followed out of town
by the local copper who pulled
me over and decided to canary
my HX253 Holden pano van!
Sickest car I've ever had... for

a couple of rust spots and a
bald tyre. | then went into town
and paid rent only to learn we
had been evicted...so it turns
out a bit like an Arlo Guthrie
song where we got inspected,
rejected, defected and evicted
so completely disconnected...

Hopefully Steve’s visit will be

a little more friendly this time!
Jackie Marshall (Saturday
night at the Bowlo) echoes

a sentiment that a lot of
people share about Mullum.
‘Forget Byron, forget Nimbin -
Mullumbimby is the Northern
New South town to be: where
wordly freaks 'n’ straights of

all walks and wanderings are
pitched together. Located
smack-bang in the hinterland
of the Eastern Oz corroboree
zone, hugging mother Mount
Tincogan and a mere teatowel-
whipping’s distance from

Mt. Wollumbin. It also has a
very excellent Olympic pool
(featuring oddly very well
behaved local children) in which
| swim regularly! Jesse Lubitz of
Tin Pan Orange (Saturday at
the Civic Hall) agrees, ‘There's a
lot to love about Mullumbimby.
I think Mullum embodies the
vibe that I'd heard about in the
Byron area. | can’t wait for the
festival — hearing some exciting
new music and some good ol’
favourites!

For Heidi Elva (Sunday at the
Bowlo) it’s poetic: ‘The last time

I was in Mullumbimby, | arrived
late at night and drove out into
the hills to stay with friends.
Over little creeks, further and
further into the unknown. Once
there, I hopped out of my car
and looked up at the sky. It was
full of the brightest stars. Being
from the city you forget how
many stars there are up there!

Locally based internationally
acclaimed circus performer Joel
Salom (Opening night at the
Civic Hall on Thursday) sums

it up.’l like Mullum because

there's more locals than tourists.

You can stop your car in the
middle of the main street to
talk to friends and other drivers
don't yell at you. On Sunday
morning | saw a woman, off
her trolley, wearing fairy wings,
flying on a shopping trolley
down the aisle at the local
supermarket, most people
laughed and others didn't bat
an eye lid. It's not for everyone
and | like that!

Festival Director Glenn Wright
highlighted some of the shows
he was particularly looking
forward to.

‘Morganics is just back from

New York and his one man
theatre show, Memoirs of a

Hlp Hop Nomad is something

| personally really want to

see. And the Jesse Younan
Tribute is going to be great. His
brother and his father will be
coming up. His brother Emad
Younan will perform some

of Jesse’s songs. He is also a
very accomplished guitarist.
Other performers on the
tribute include Lucie Thorne,
Sara Tindley, Tina Harrod, and
Christian Pyle who produced
his last album, A good day for a
Migraine. He will play two songs
with Kye who played strings on
the album!

Mullum Music Festival,
November 20 - 23. Tix available
at the door if not sold out. Avoid
disappointment and get your
tickets now as venue capacities
are strictly limited.

Go to the website: www.
mullummusicfestival.com, try
the hotline on 02 8250 1102 or
in person at the Vitamin office
- 28 Mill Street Mullumbimby.
During the Festival the Box
Office will be set up at the Civic
Hall.

RAFFLES

CHOOKS, CARTONS,
MEAT TRAYS

- Middle Pulb 1\’[

The heart of the Hills for 100 years

SATURDAY

MONSTER

6 packs

UDL variety

$1399

"Middleb
‘N 1761/0?&&)@,1f e

Wild Turkey
& cola
stubbies/cans 4 pack

$1799 &

700ml

Smirnoff Red

$29% o

L

e

700ml

$3799

6pack$1299
SKY « FOX « TAB « EFTPOS - 46 Burringbar Street, Mullumbimby - 6684 3229

If gambling is a problem for you or someone
you know call the G-line toll free 1800 633 635

| XXXX Bitter
Carton

$3699

www.echo.net.au

The Byron Shire Echo November 18, 2008 21



0]0),4

Mandy Nolan

Lately I've been getting
some rather peculiar
stares. Eyes wander to
below my breasts and
pause on my swollen
tummy. | can hear the
thoughts ‘Oh no, Mandy’s
getting fat again. Just to
let you know, this is in
fact not another weight
blow out, but | am up the
duff. Preggo. | have a bun
in the oven. A biscuit in
the tin, some ham on the
sandwich, toilet paper

on the roll. At the tender
age of 40 | am with child.
This will be my fourth.
But after such a big gap
between my youngest
children (youngest will
be eight and eldest 13

at the baby’s arrival) it
feels a bit like doing it

for the first time. | don't
even remember how they
get the damn thing out!
Last time | punched out a
human (an 11 pound baby
in just under an hour and
a half) | missed out on the
baby bonus by just a few
weeks. | was devastated.
Wait... hang on, two more
weeks and mummy will
getaplasmaTV and a trip
to Bali. Never happened.
This time l am in the
running for the human
pokie payout. It was
tempting to get IVF and
go for the multiple birth.
With three lemons on
board | would have had a
house deposit! No doubt,

AFRICAN

In the Famiy

they’ll withdraw the
Baby Bonus the second |
reach my ten centimetre
dilation. I'm really looking
forward to breastfeeding
again. It's just outright
embarrassing when you
don’t have a child. Last
pregnancy | gained a
massive 30 kilos. It was
terrifying. Towards the
end of my third trimester
I managed to blow out
three pairs of platform
thongs. | looked more
like a surrealist sculpture
than a real live pregnant
woman. Someone asked
me the other day if |

was going to have a
home birth. I'm like - are
you kidding me! | need
some quiet time. | can
imagine myself baring
down and a voice peels
across the house ‘Mum,
get me some fruit. And
then again in another ten
minutes ‘Mum, Charlie

bit me’ | don’t envisage
preparing fruit platters or
monitoring child on child
violence in the middle of
a push. But I'm not going
to hospital. Oh no. | have a
birth plan. It involves five
star luxury. | was thinking
of booking in to the
Byron@Byron and having
it there - maybe even

in the pool. | reckon the
photos would look great
on the website. Nothing
like a bit of live streaming.
Literally.

FESTIVAL

FUND RAISER

ARTISTS
AFRO MOSES
SHIKA MASSII
WL UV
PLUS GUEST

STALLS

AFRICAN BBQ

. .5

PRIZES FOR
AUCTION

SAT 22 NOV

SATORI ON BELONGIL|
- LR BELONGIL BEACH

& P Es FROM 3PM
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Jazz-Bah

The duo of Jack Thorncraft
and Steve Russell is always a
crowd-pleaser. Quirky singer/
songwriter/bassist Jack will
be dishing up a few sets of
his fave jazz standards, as
well as a few of his own nifty
originals, accompanied by his
incredibly talented musical
buddy, Steve Russell on the
keys. Wonderful jazzon a
Saturday night in an equally
wonderful setting - the Jazz-
Bah - Ballina Hotel 6pm.

It's a Cruel World
After a performance that
stormed the 2008 Bluesfest
and had patrons raving it
was the show of the festival,
The Cruel Sea return to the
live circuit with a very special
show at the Hotel Great
Northern on Saturday. The
Cruel Sea are 20 this year, and
first came into being with
the union of Ken Gormley

on bass, Jim Elliot on drums,
Dan Rumour on guitars

and James Cruickshank on
keys. The infamous Tex was

in fact then their lighting
technician, and one might
say the combination literally
sparked the interest of Red
Eye Records and they were
signed and officially released.
Most know the band for their
Aria Award winning album
The Honey Moon is Over. It
was the year they blitzed it
with Best Group, Best Album,
Best Song. One of the band
joked, and I still remember
because no one ever says
anything remotely clever at
those nights, that ‘tonight
we were told we were going
to clean up, so if you could

(EX-TEA PARTY)
CERLGUET

| & TUES'NOV 18
GREATYNORTHE

BYRON.BAY'NSW. TICKETS OZTIX

WED NOV 19
HOEY MOEY:

COFFS HARBOUR NSW. TICKETS OZTIX
*ACOUSTIC SHOW - NOT FULL BAND

help by packing up chairs and
ashtrays. (That’s a memory
quote, not a real one!) Join the
band, quite possibly one of
this country’s finest for a laid
back rock voodoo styled set
you won't forget.

Murray Kyle & Friends
Recent Murray Kyle shows
have been characterised by
an eclectic array of backing
musicians. You're never quite
sure who's going to be in

the band! This Sunday at

the Sphinx Rock Cafe in Mt
Burrell, Murray will be sharing
the audio chocolate with a
big gathering of blissed-out
dancers. Also bush tucker
experts Koa and Gareth will
be taking kids on a guided
walk around the grounds and
passing on some survival skills
(for a small donation). To make
for a bumper day, Rosnay will
be handing out free samples
of organic wine. A family day
not to miss — reservations
advised, 6679 7118.

Night Market Music

A new night market has come
to Byron Bay! The Byron
Artisan Market takes place
every Saturday when the sun
starts to go down over Byron
Bay at Railway Park. The
market is a unique showcase
of original arts and crafts from
the Byron region, direct from
the artisan to the buyer. Live
music is also on hand every
week. This week sees Irishman
Mick McHugh take his ‘Folky
Fun’to the park. From 6pm.

Funk it Up
The very dancey Funk’N’Stein
comes to Mullum Civic Hall
on Thursday December 4.
This promises to be a very
special show from a band
who bring a fresh and edgy
sound sourced from the funk
fountain of funk bands past.
It's uncompromising groove.
These guys are dudes. From

LIMIEED EDITION LR
“THE.ARMADA"
AVAILABLE ONLY AT
THESE SHOWS OR AT
WWW.JEFF-MARTIN:NET

day one Funk’N’Stein The
Band was a phenomenem,
packing up clubs and
developing a strong fan base
that is growing every day.
They'll sweep into your soul
with their deadly groove.

Loving Your Classics
Awaken your senses with
some beautiful orchestral and
chamber music performed
by the Lismore Community
Orchestra. This is the 10th
concert series which brings to
the stage a range of famous
orchestral and chamber
works from composers

such as Mendelssohn (The
Hebrides), Mozart (Allegro
Symphony 40), Ravel
(Bolero) and Grieg (Holberg
Suite). Lismore Symphony
Orchestra, established 2003,
is a not for profit community
organisation aiming to make
orchestral music accessible
to and enjoyable for a broad
range of the community.

Tickets - $15 adults and $10
school age children - Lismore
Music Centre. Enquiries to
6628 5361. Two shows only,
Saturday and Sunday at
Lismore City Hall, 8pm and
2pm respectively.

That 1 Guy

The amazing pipe shaking
bass playing magician, That 1
Guy lands on earth for a show
at the Bangalow A&l Hall.

Tix are $20 at the door only.
Thursday December 4.

YOY

Scconw Clo

Upstairs 4 Bay Lane Byron
Behind the Beachy
10.30 - 5.30 * 0417 659 635

men +
women

¢ My Sister Pat Retro-
Style Bathers

¢ Elegant Dresses

e Stylish Shoes

e Leather Belts

¢ Hats & Handbags

® Boots & Scarves

e Fun stuff... outfits for
themed parties

e Lingerie and lots more...

NEW STOCK WEEKLY

www.echo.net.au



The Rishikesh Express
from the Rails

Mullum band Broadfoot
threaded the volume
restriction needle at their

last gig at the Rails to

cruise into an evening spot
this Sunday kicking off at
6.30pm. Guitarist/pianist‘Q’
heading to India after this gig
for a couple of months was
dismayed to find that alcohol
is banned in Rishakesh
where he intends to stay. His
intention was to keep out the
bugs by keeping his stomach
lined with beer. The Rails gig
should be a nice mix of music
and crowd engagement as
Broadfoot (in the words of
Hamburg punters in the early
60’s) ‘Mak Schau.
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Out the Blue
Festival Director’s
Comment
Bluesfest director, Peter Noble
is arcing up for a big year. This
is what he has to say (edited)
about Bluesfest 2009.
‘Here at Bluesfest we're very
excited to be turning 20 in
Easter 2009, and celebrating
our 20th Anniversary Birthday
Bash with one of our best
lineups to date!

Bluesfest really has been a
trailblazer for blues and roots
music in this country. We've
inspired similar festivals in
Australia and, importantly,
we've always sought to
broaden our pallet while
retaining the musical integrity
that first ignited us.

The event began of course
with a particularly purist
Blues heart, a core which we
hold dear to this day in every
lineup we present. It was
probably in 1996 when Ben
Harper first broke in Australia
and played in Byron Bay, that
we saw an opportunity to
present this new remarkable
music that appealed to a
younger audience, but which
still retained the flavour and
spirit of the roots, reggae
and soul music I've loved all
my life. Michael Franti and
Spearhead also embodied
this broadened appeal. And
then we opened our arms to
the planet’s best indigenous
and roots music from Africa,
Cuba, the Caribbean and
beyond - making our event

+ Wayne Sheehey & Friends

Thurs 20
Fri 21
Sat 22
Sun 23

Stealing Oneill & Goodnight Nurse
Dead Letter Circus
The Cruel Sea
Galvatrons

HOTEL GREAT NORTHERN 6685 6454 www.thenorthern.com.au

www.echo.net.au

more exciting still. 'm also
very proud that a number of
exceptional artists — people
like Kasey Chambers, Jack
Johnson and John Butler have
been discovered by wider
Australian audiences through
Bluesfest. And that a number
of international luminaries,
such as Ben Harper, Buddy
Guy, Taj Mahal and Lee
Ritenour, consider Bluesfest
to be among the top two or
three festivals in the world.

So, what's new in 2009?

For starters, our first artist
announcements coming
soon will feature a top

array of amazing local and
international talent - stand by
for that. I'm also proud to say

I now own the event outright,
which is an exciting prospect
for me and the team going
forward.

We've also been awarded a
grant from Events NSW which
is going straight into creating
a dedicated Indigenous
showcase stage featuring

the very best of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
artists. |'ve long supported
Indigenous Australian arts,
music and land rights, so | am
extremely proud to see this
wonderful fruition of all our
efforts to date - especially in
the very year of ‘the nation’s
official apology’to our
Indigenous peoples!

Early Bird Local Tix are
available now.

COMING SOON

on belongj
S

’ <
TAPAS :-'BAR.- RESTAURANT J‘
BREAKFAST < LUNCH 7 DAYS
DINNER WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAY ﬁ

WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY NIGHTS
$15 SPECIALS BOARD
COMING UP NOV 22

_ AFRICAN FESTIVAL
FEATURIN

INDULGE YOURSELF IN
OUR NEW TAPAS MENU
WHILE WE ROLL OUT
FRESH LIVE MUSIC
FROM 5.00 - 10 EVERY
FRDAY NIGHT & SUNDAY

ARVO FROM 12 PM

FOR LISTINGS CHECK GIG GUDE

: MUSIC

BELONGIL BEACH. FOR RESERVATION PH: (02) 6685 6151

FRIDAY 21 NOV

DJ ‘s Flow Poetry and Sippa 5-10pm
SATURDAY 22 NOV  African festival featuring Afro Moses 3-9pm

SUNDAY 23 NOV Jez Mead 12-3pm

“WHAT ABOUT ME?”"

From the double Grammy nominated
1 Giant Leap’

One World Music and BayFM present
“What about me?”

A poignant,emotional and entertaining time
capsule of humanity at its most inspirational.

* Maxi Jazz - Noam Chomsky * Eckhart Tolle
* Billy Connelly * Will Young « Stephen Fry
* Tim Robbins « Carlos Santana
* Michael Stipe * KD Lang

SEE IT ON THE BIG SCREEN

Q & A wth Director Duncan Bridgeman

Byron Cinemas Wed 19th November
at 6:15pm for a 6:30pm start.

Tickets have now SOLD OUT!
CATCH 2 ON AIR INTERVIEWS
with Duncan on BayFM 99.9

f V@ Tuesday 4-6pm Crusizy on “Rollin”

d Wednesday 9-11am Nyck on “Zeitgeist”

6680 7999
www.bayfm.org

Ding Dong DJ Tour

06 JAN
Great Northern Hotel
: BYRON BAY



Comedy

Funny Blokes at the
Big Gig This Month!

You might never have heard of
Dave Grant, but you should.
He's a Melbourne based stand-
up comic with more than

17 years experience in the
industry. Down south he's a
legend. Every comic on the
circuit will admit that Dave

is a powerful entity, even

Wil Anderson from ABCTV's
recently axed Glasshouse is

in awe of the maestro and
raves: ‘He is one of the best
working standup comics in
Australia today. Dave Grant's
comedy appeal is to the wider
demographic, which makes
him a crowd favourite. Dave’s
high energy and rapid fire
delivery is matched by few in
the industry and promoters
all over the country list him

in their top ten comics for his
ability to connect with the
crowd and deliver an excellent
show every time. Dave

has performed throughout
Australia, New Zealand and
the USA including the famed
Improv Comedy Club in LA.
He has appeared on all major
television variety shows, the
most recent includes Rove Live
and Stand Up Australia. He

has consistently performed

in national comedy festivals,
for which he has written and
performed one-man shows
including the acclaimed
‘MAN’series. He is also a
passionate ambassador

for Mensline Australia, and
the Foundations: Be a Man
Campaign. Dave’s skill lies in
being able to passionately
present men’s issues and
struggles with a capacity to
find the funny side of serious
issues. He's a comic that

every man should see, and
every woman will rejoice in
being allowed a glimpse of
what really goes on in the
masculine head! Dave Grant is
a previous award winner - the

4 b ) Pl
prestigious TREV award (2004)
or the Best Comedian as
voted by all university campus
Victoria, Australia. Dave Grant
is the feature comedian at the
Big Gig at the Ballina RSL on
Thursday November 27. He is
joined by Brendan Lovechild,
one of the most gifted up and
coming comics on the circuit.
He's anarchic, manic, warm
and inspired, a wild haired
everyman who has a down to
earth touch that will have you
in stitches. The curly headed
star of Australia Stand Up on
the Comedy Channel, Brendan
is like a seven year old ADD
kid without the ritalin. The
entire evening is brought
together by the Madam of
ceremonies, the very funny
me, Mandy Nolan. Show starts
at 8pm. Tix are just $5.

Art

Feeling Abstract
Abstract Gestures is an
exhibition of kiln cast

glass sculpture showing

at Farrell Glass Design. It

is the first solo exhibition

by Andrew Hocking who

is currently completing a
year's work and study for his
Advanced Diploma of Fine
Arts at Lismore TAFE. Fired

in a kiln, this body of work

is something different for a
gallery and workshop that is
usually known for its blown
and flame worked glass.

This exhibition of solid glass
sculpture has two distinct
styles and content. The title
Abstract Gestures refers to
the way the works in the first
group of sculptures originate
as well as how they look.
Abstract Gestures opens on
Friday at 6pm and continues
until December 7. Farrell Glass
Design can be found at 6
Acacia Street, Byron Arts and
Industry Estate. The gallery is
open seven days and can be
contacted on 6685 7044.

Where Art, Poetry and
Music meet

If you are looking for some-
thing to brighten up the
walls or someone’s christmas
stocking this festive season
come along to the Buttery
Summer Art Sale, which will
be on again this weekend at

Tweed River Art Gallery
20 November - 7 December

Cue / Human Sou
North Coast Institue of
Graduates

Frameworks
HSC students

les Peterkin Portrait Pri
“sBrimary school children
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the Bangalow Catholic Hall.
The exhibition will open at
6pm on Friday showcasing
works by more than 40 North
Coast artists. Thanks to the
Northern Rivers Writers
Centre's support, Friday’s
opening night will also
feature poetic performance
and musical entertainment
starting at 7.15pm with
Dangerously Poetic’s Kathryn
Boorman, Bev Sweeney,
Richard Rowland and Jan
Mulcahy and the beautiful
harmonies of local singers
Suzanne Staples and David
Hall, entry is $2. Sales continue
on Saturday from 9am until
3pm with an Afternoon Tea
Concert featuring absorbing
acapella from The Jazz Drops,
operatic arias from Loani

and Owen and folk rap by
contemporary music artist
Michael Turner. Entry will be
$5 for the afternoon concert.
There will be raffles with

a hamper donated by the
Bangalow Farmers Market,
poetry books and on sale will
be The Buttery fundraising
CD Caution - Life Ahead which
has recently captured national
attention for the Buttery on
Australian Story. Food and
refreshments will provided by
the Eltham Inn Kitchen.

Loving Locals at the
Bowlo

‘Locals We Love'is a
photographic exhibition by
Trish Hay of familiar faces in
everyday Mullumbimby life. It
began simply as a fun exercise,
to connect with people in the
area and to capture the loving,
local warmth in an image.
Together, they make a heart-
warming series that celebrates
the openness and colour of
this local community. Her

Everyone knows we're all
one human family, trouble

is it's a dysfunctional one.
The makers of 1 Giant Leap
screen What About Me? at
the Byron Cinemas as a Bay
FM presentation with film
maker Duncan Bridgeman
presenting his vision, T Giant
Leap, the concept band

and media project which
brought the double Grammy
nominated Unity Through
Diversity. The brand new
and unique music, TV and
film project, What About Me?
is the result of a visionary
expedition by Jamie Catto
and Duncan Bridgeman
when they visited over

50 locations worldwide,
exploring, through music, the

work will be on show at the

Mullumbimby Bowlo during
the Mullum Music Festival
from Thursday to Sunday.

Hilary’s Creatures
Cape Gallery is thrilled

to be presenting a solo
exhibition ‘Creatures’ by Hilary
Herrmann on Thursday.
Creatures introduces the
viewer to the extraordinary
beings that inhabit Hilary’s
imagination. They reflect

her wide ranging curiosity
and reference a diverse
range of sources that include
fragments and abstractions
from world mythologies, the
kabbalah, poetry, novels,
current affairs and personal
memory. She uses these
creatures metaphorically to
find haven from the harsh
and complicated realities

of the modern world, the
shadow of which is still
discernible. This makes for a
strangely compelling cocktail
of innocence, whimsy and
menace. It is also a show
very much about paint and
mark making, the energy and
generosity with which the
paint is applied, the layering
and visible searching leave
no doubt about Hilary’s
unstoppable enthusiasm
and sheer joy for the act

of painting. Creatures is a
show to inspire, intrigue and
delight. Opening from 6pm
on Thursday. All welcome.

Workshops

Getting Creative

The Mullum Scout Hall
becomes a mini Music
university on Saturday and
Sunday as an integral part
of the inaugural Mullum
Music Festival. With musical
workshops designed for

What about
Me?

complexities of human nature
on a global scale. Featuring
an exquisite assortment of
collaborations, the production
includes everyone from

Noam Chomsky to Krishna
Das, Faithless front man Maxi

e " -t tn’q“-‘. :
kids through to all levels of
adults, this is a rare chance
to experience the artistry of
the festival starring artists,

up close. For the kids there’s
Julia Monacelli teaching her
renowned songwriting classes
for two different age groups.
On Saturday she'll run a
group for 7 - 13 year olds,
and on Sunday it's the teens
from 14 - 20. International
hip hop artist and performer
Morganics is just back from
the US, he'll be conducting
‘Hip Hop is My Passport.
Participants get to create
their own track. Mr Percival
gets people in touch with the
creative voice and Benhur

of the Bluehulas teaches the

Jazz to Tim Robbins and Billy
Connolly to REM’s Michael
Stipe. What About Me? is the
culmination of four years work
by the dynamic duo of 1 Giant
Leap. The theme behind these
words of wisdom and musical
jewels explores our collective
insanity — how we are ego
driven, needy in relationships,
insatiable in desire, addicted
to status, wounded by child-
hood and unable to stop
thinking, but how we still
manage to be inspired and
creative. What's created here
is an inspiring DVD that exists
as an album of twelve short
films each featuring a piece of
music, a theme and a twelfth
feature length film that

plays them all continuously.

Flin .

Uke. If you've secretly wanted
to songwrite, the Mullum
Music Festival offers a choice
of workshops with three of its
starring singer/songwriters —
Jackie Marshall, Sara Tindley
and Lucie Thorne. And to top
it all off, don’t miss the lecture/
demonstration on ‘The Life of
a Hereditary Musician’with
Jali Buba Kuyateh, who will
share his depth history of
kora playing in his West Africa
culture, with an intimate up
close performance. $12 for

all workshops, or free on the
Sunday if you purchase the
Sunday Festival Ticket. Festival
tickets are available at www.
mullummusicfestival.com or
email apearl@mullum.com.au.

When Jamie and Duncan

left on their global journey,
they thought they were

in control, but how could
they predict what would
happen when they sought
wisdom from the cream of
the world’s thinkers, writers
and entertainers, as well as
many people just getting on
with their lives. Unscripted,
with no storyboard, these
conversations reveal how

we are connected not only
through our creativity and our
beliefs but most of all through
our madness. What About Me?
is a poignant, emotional and
entertaining time capsule

of humanity at its most
inspirational - Wednesday
6.30pm at Byron Cinemas.

www.echo.net.au



Shearwater Steiner School
continues its public program
of creative endeavours with
their third Mariachi Film
Festival. Curated by ex-
student, and now computer
and film making teacher
Eliot Baring, the film festival
is all about the future of

the industry, which points
towards film making in digital
format for smaller budgets.

So what is the inspiration?

It's a student film festival
inspired by the films of Robert
Rodriguez because he uses
digital technology and very
little money to create films of
high quality, it's an exciting
new approach to film making.
‘I think it already has
influenced mainstream, a lot
of people are moving to the
digital format!

So what was the criteria?

‘The criteria was, that the
films had to cost less than

$50 to make. It's easy really,
considering an hour long tape
is only $6 and you can borrow
the camera from school!

The films have been
submitted from the local area,
some from Melbourne, some
from America and some from

African Fundraiser
There’s many ways to help
make poverty history and
this Saturday there’s another
opportunity to contribute
while being entertained in

a lush environment. Satori

at Belongil is holding the
African fundraiser, an all

ages event. Prizes will be
auctioned off, show your
support by donating a tax
deductible gift from your
business to be auctioned! A
documentary about a real
African masquerade ball, an
African BBQ and who knows
what treasure is waiting

to be found at one of the
stalls! The soundtrack will be
provided by Afro Moses, Shika
Massie and Wuluv. Funds will
be donated to LEAF (Love,
Education, Acknowledge,
Feed), a locally based charity
group and to WAF (World
Action Foundation) an African

Japan, all films range between
1 - 10 minutes in length.

So is the competition
limited to a genre?

‘No, it’s all genres, we have
horrors, comedies, skate films
- now all we have to do is
work out how to judge them!
We have a bunch of i-pods to
give to the five winners!

One of the films that Eliot
is touting as an impressive
work is a film noir vampire
flick.

‘The rest are all to do with
school issues, except for the

based charity group in Ghana
who specialise in education
for underprivileged and
disabled kids. Saturday’s
raised funds will purchase
equipment and other material
for the Cape Coast Deaf &
Blind School including braille,
computers and other reading
and teaching aids.

Outdoor Festival

for Adults Kids and
Imaginary Friends

With new festival director
Offer Elkouby, known for his
Brunswick Heads cafe Yami,
and a new site at Rover Park,
Exodus’story continues. While
all the favorite features stay
the same and the festival still
caters for little kids and big
kids, theirimaginary friends
and families, there is a fresh
vibe being injected by a few
new crew, Ruff Dimond being
one of them. Ruff Dimond
aka Fatty Acids aka Fatty vs
Mo aka KoolKol is a fast and
furious partygoer and camper,
what is Exodus to him?

‘Once again it’s that time of
year, when the old Billy and
the dog blanket get thrown
into the back of the wagon
and the pilgrimage to Exodus
begins. As we approach the
holy grail of all things tinned
and musty smelling for the

www.echo.net.au

vampire of course.

‘One of them is a stock frame
animation about the day in
the life of a student and then
we have things like a ten
minute freak school where it
looks at the software we use
to produce the festival and we
have ‘'no smoking’ animations
made for PDHE class. Most

of the work is shot in school,
some are specifically made for
the film festival, and there are
a few class projects!

On the evening, the Mariachi
Film Festival will screen
around 20 short filmsin a

ninth consecutive year, we
remind ourselves that the kids
and the tent haven't been out
of the garage since this time
last year. You pack about three
shed loads of equipment that
don't even make it out of the
car upon arrival and repeat
mantras on the highway that
you will spend more time
cooking on your recently
filled gas bottle and less time
spending money on spicy
Jamaican fish. It's a hopeless
cause. But you keep coming
back for more. Maybe it's
something in the water down
there or maybe it’s those
bloody chem-trails. Either
way resistance is futile. Your
path to Exodus is mapped
out in front of you regardless.
Simply succumb, join in the
shenanigans and be thrilled.
Occasionally having choices
just confuses things! A lush
new bush venue 40 minutes
closer than previous years, an
intoxicating mix of live bands,
atmosphere, colour, vitality,
humanity, and three nights of
bass driven beat music which
I'm sure will make this year’s
event as much funas...um....
a splinter! Just joking. If you
don’t show up this year you'll
be spewing that you missed
my new party hat. | rest my
case’

## film but that's because it'sa

ANNA STEELE DANCE SCHOOL - 2ND ANNUAL CONCERT

AROUND THE

WORLD

FEATURING SPECIAL GUEST DANCE TROUPES
AFRO FUSION * PASO DE FUEGO « HABIBI MAMA'S

Sat 29 Nov - Saint Johns Hall

JUST OVER THE FEDERATION BRIDGE - MULLUMBIMBY - 7:30PM START

program that runs for about
70 minutes.

So how does the work
translate, from small screen,
to very very big?

‘It looks pretty exceptional
because most are on high
definition and is quite well
produced, it never looks like

different medium.

Eliot admits that the BOOKINGS : PH 6684 1656 | 0402 485 687 . \VORLD FO0D
internet has added TICKETS : ADULT $12 | CONCESSION $7 | FAMILY $30 DOOR PRIZES

anew dimension to

the understanding of
narrative for young people,
particularly when it comes
to making short films.

SHAPESHIFTER
SOUNDSYSTEM

Sambora + Nicky, Research + P Digsss

I"'-.

' think because most are the
you tube generation - that
definitely influences the

style of narrative. Rather

than a 20 minute narrative,

of heightened realism, it's

in short sharp bites. It does
reflect how younger people
think, a shorter attention span
with lots happening!

!

Be part of the new wave of
film making and see what
young people in the Shire
and overseas are doing with
their $50. Friday at Byron

Cinemas at 6pm - $10. S now; avallablejiogiunctions Clclub@E liquidbyron |:|:a','.-:|:|r.n 0266807677

Free Creation Summer
Solstice Festival
Cancelled

Yes it is true; the festival had
to be cancelled due to the lack
of an appropriate venue. The
organisers will be back with
their latest creation next year!

KU PROMOTIONS ARE THRILLED TO PRESENT,
JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS.......

KATIE NOONAN BLAGKBIRD

the music of lennon and mccartney
life in Byron Bay with clubs

SUNDAY 21ST DECEMBER
& BANGALOW A& HALL
cpeng o of e e, o\

Doors Open 7.30pm/Show 8.00pm
Bang Gang on their ‘D is for

Disco, E is for Dancing'tour will
be at La La Land on Thursday
before Kid Kenobi kicks off
Schoolies the following

Loud and Alive
Schoolies are approaching
and with it a manic night

TICKETS ON SALE
WED 19TH NOVEMBER!

Wednesday. Cocomangas is Ti Ckets
doing Schoolies V.I.P. passes

that gets you in either three gg gﬁﬁ:lgtlmr
days in a row for $45 or six (if avail.)

days in a row for $75 without
much queuing; and Liquid
keeps dishing tasty sounds;
this week Trance lovers can
start celebrating schoolies at
Fluid on Thursday.

From Barebones, Bangalow;
Murwillumbah Music;
Mullum Books; Al Music & Vision
Ballina, Byron & Lismore (+BF)

www.kupromotions.com.au
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BRUNSWICK

MONDAY/TUESDAY

FREE POOL

THURSDAY 20
6:00pm

RAFFLES

6:30pm

POOL COMP

FRIDAY 21
7:30pm

RAOUL
DUO

SATURDAY 22
7:30pm

TS
PROBABLY
US

SUNDAY 23

SUNDAY
ARVO AT
THE BRUNS

3:00pm

- FOSSIL
ROCK

7:00pm

" CHRIS
ARONSTEN

FREE WIRELESS
INTERNET

Mullumbimbi St
Brunswick Heads

6685 1236
NN\ NN\

WEDNESDAY 19 [

M THE RAILS, BYRON 6.30PM
CHRIS ARONSTEN

B COCOMANGAS, BYRON
BLOCK ROCKIN’ BEATS

M LIQUID, BYRON
SHAPESHIFTER
SOUNDSYSTEM

M BALLINA RSL 7.30PM
SOCIAL WITH JIM FAIRFUL

THURSDAY 20 [

B BEACH HOTEL, BYRON 9PM
DUBBLY

B HOTEL GREAT NORTHERN,
BYRON STEALING O’NEILL
& GOOD NIGHT NURSE

B THE RAILS, BYRON 6.30PM
CLEVELAND

H LA LA LAND, BYRON BANG
GANG

M COCOMANGAS, BYRON
BOOTY SHAKIN’ BEATS

M LIQUID, BYRON FLUID
- PROGRESSIVE TRANCE

B CAPE GALLERY, BYRON
HILARY HERRMANN
EXHIBITION OPENING

Il TAPAS TAPAS, BRUNSWICK
7PM ILONA HARKER &
MICK ELLIOTT

B MULLUM CIVIC CENTRE
MULLUM MUSIC FEST:
TINA HARROD, MR
PERCIVAL, THE BLUE
HULAS, JALIBUBA
KUYATEH, JOEL SALOM

M LENNOX HOTEL 9PM JAM
NIGHT

M BEACH HOTEL, BYRON
9.30PM WILD MARMALADE

M THE RAILS, BYRON 7PM
RADIO JUPITER

M HOTEL GREAT NORTHERN,
BYRON DEAD LETTER
CIRCUS

B LA LA LAND, BYRON RYAN
RUSHTON + DANIEL
WEBBER

W COCOMANGAS, BYRON
DJ KRISTIN

B CHEEKY MONKEYS, BYRON
JUNGLE PARTY

W BO’S RESTAURANT 6.30PM
LISA ON PIANO

M LIQUID, BYRON ELECTRO
FUNK

FRIDAY21

M FARRELL GLASS DESIGN 6
ACACIA ST, BYRON 6PM
ANDREW HOCKING
EXHIBITION

Il BANGALOW CATHOLIC
HALL 715PM BUTTERY ART
SALE OPENING & POETRY

M HOTEL BRUNSWICK 7.30PM
RAOUL DUO

Bl MULLUMBIMBY RSL 8PM
MULLUM MUSIC FEST:
KING TIDE + FIREWALK

B MULLUM BOWLING CLUB
7PM MULLUM MUSIC
FEST: AFRO DIZZI ACT

M DRILL HALL, MULLUM 7PM
SCARLETT AFFECTION,
GIN, MULLUM FOLK CLUB

B MULLUM CIVIC CENTRE 7PM
MULLUM MUSIC FEST:
ROOTS ‘N’ ALL - ASH
GRUNWALD & FRIENDS

M OCEAN SHORES COUNTRY
CLUB 6.30PM TREVOR RIX

B OCEAN SHORES 6
GOOLARA CL 7.30PM
JAREK CZECHOWICZ

M SLIP HOTEL, BALLINA
7.30PM SOULMAN O‘GAIA

Il BALLINA BOWLO 7PM
CLELIA ADAMS

B LENNOX HOTEL 9.30PM
BOOZE HAG WITH TWIN
CITY RIOT + LOUNGE
CHAIR RACKET

Il LISMORE REGIONAL
GALLERY HOME
EXHIBITION: MICK
MCHUGH

B MARY GILHOOLEYS,
LISMORE ROB SARIC

M BEACH HOTEL, BYRON
9.30PM DIRTY LAUNDRY

M THE RAILS, BYRON 6.30PM
MAL & THE
LONGBOARDERS

M HOTEL GREAT NORTHERN,
BYRON THE CRUEL SEA

M LA LALAND, BYRON
LIVEWIRE

M COCOMANGAS, BYRON
QUALITY CONTROL +
FOXXY

M BO’S RESTAURANT 6PM
JIMMY & JOHNNY B GOOD

M LIQUID, BYRON HOUSE OF
NOW: DAVE BASEK,
VANESSA BAKER +
CAPTAIN KAINE

mMullumiberry jam

mullum ex-services club
thursdays - 7:30pm

Dalley Street, Mullumbimby - 66842533

ullumexservices.co
vcma. Glub proctioss Fesps
s you kv, Call B O
hunnog MSW Permit numbar LTPM
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SATURDAY 22 [

W BANGALOW CATHOLIC
HALL ART SALE
AFTERNOON TEA
CONCERT: JAZZDROPS,
LOANI & OWEN, MICHAEL
TURNER

B HOTEL BRUNSWICK 7.30PM
IT’'S PROBABLY US

Il TAPAS TAPAS, BRUNSWICK
8PM NICK TAYLOR

M LU LU'S CAFE, MULLUM
11AM VASUDNA + JEM

B MULLUMBIMBY RSL
8PM-12PM MULLUM
MUSIC FEST: PEOPLE OF
THE LONG WHITE CLOUD,
RHOMBUS, LAD16 +
MIHIRANGI

B MULLUMBIMBY BOWLING
CLUB 7PM-10PM MULLUM
MUSICFEST: TIN PAN
ORANGE, JACKIE
MARSHALL, LUCIE THORNE

W MULLUMBIMBY CIVIC
CENTRE 8PM-12AM
MULLUM MUSIC FEST:
THE BAND OF BROTHERS,
GRIGORYAN + TAWADROS
BROS + ME LAl SWAN

M DRILL HALL MULLUMBIMBY
8.30PM-11.30PM MULLUM
MUSIC FESTIVAL: OUT OF
THE LOOP + MR PERCIVAL

W LENNOX HOTEL 9.30PM
JIMMY WILLING + THE
REAL GONE HICCUPS

M BALLINA HOTEL 6PM JACK
THORNCRAFT & STEVE
RUSSELL 9PM ZAHLU &
THE ALCHEMISTS OF
SOUND

W MARY GILHOOLEYS,
LISMORE THE SCORE

M LISMORE CITY HALL 8PM
LISMORE SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

B UKI CAFE 6PM SOULMAN
O'GAIA

M BEACH HOTEL, BYRON
4.30PM FYAH WALK 8PM
DJ GOODIE

Il THE RAILS, BYRON 6PM
BROADFOOT

M HOTEL GREAT NORTHERN,
BYRON THE GALVATRONS

M LA LA LAND, BYRON
CAPTAIN KAINE

SUNDAY 23

M BYRON BEACH CAFE 7PM DJ

M HOTEL BRUNSWICK 3PM
FOSSIL ROCK 7PM SOLOIST

B MULLUMBIMBY RSL, 1-9PM
MULLUM MUSIC FEST:
JESSE YOUNAN TRIBUTE,
GIN, GHOST MOUNTAIN,
THE FUMES, RHOMBUS,
OKA

B MULLUMBIMBY BOWLING
CLUB, 2PM-7.30PM
MULLUM MUSIC FEST:
LOREN, HEIDI, ELVA, THE
MILLERS TALE, SARA
TINDLEY + THE
KINGFISHERS, AFRO DIZZI
ACT, TIJUANA CARTEL

M DRILL HALL, MULLUM
4PM-8PM MULLUM MUSIC
FEST: PERCH FAMILY
CREEKJUG BAND, JEZ
MEAD, GYAN, LUCIE
THORNE, MEI LAl SWAN

B MULLUMBIMBY CIVIC
CENTRE, 1PM-8.30PM
MULLUM MUSIC FEST:
THE BROWN BIRDS FROM
WINDY HILL, TIN PAN
ORANGE, GREG SHEEHAN,
CW STONEKING, TINA
HARROD, MR PERCIVAL,
WILD MARMALADE

M OCEAN SHORES, 6
GOOLARA CT 6.30PM
MUSIC SATSANG WITH
JAREK CZECHOWICZ

M LENNOX HOTEL 4PM
RAOUL GRAF DUO

M LISMORE CITY HALL 2PM
LISMORE SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

M SPHINX ROCK CAFE, MT
BURRELL 1PM-5PM
MURRAY KYLE + FRIENDS

M SALT BAR & GRILL 1PM
SOULMAN O'GAIA

MONDAY 24

M THE RAILS, BYRON 6.30PM
GUY KACHEL

M LIQUID, BYRON DJS EGO +
ROCKHARDS

TUESDAY 25

M THE RAILS, BYRON 6.30PM
MARK FASTON

M LIQUID, BYRON DJS DAVE
GRAVEY + FOXY
SOUNDSYSTEM

6 LAWSON STREET BYRON BAY MON-SAT 8PM-3AM SUN 8PM-1 2PM
WWW.MYSPACE.COM/LALALANDBYRON

Iy (7 10 AN 1L
N 1Nl

i N=liniwWnn

hotel

Thursday 20
9.00pm

DUBBLY

Friday 21
9.30pm

WILD
MARMA-
LADE

Saturday 22
9.30pm

DIRTY
LAUNDRY

Sunday 23
4.30pm

FYAH
WALK

8.00pm

DJ
GOODIE

Coming up...

BAY STREET
BYRON BAY
6685 6402

www.beachhotelgigguide.com.au

www.echo.net.au



Max Payne

Mark Wahlberg’s solemn
voice-over tells at the
beginning that'l believe

in pain, | believe in death,

| believe in fear!Isn't that

just peachy? As New York
Detective Max Payne, he

has seen his wife and little

girl murdered before his

eyes and, rather like Charles
Bronson’s character in Death
Wish (1974), he decides that
vengeance will be his at any
cost. The typecast Bronson
made a wonderful film, Hard
Times, with director Walter
Hill, about a bare-knuckle
fighter and his stray cat... but
| digress, which is all you want
to do from this bucket of swill.
Shame on its creators. The plot
might have had some legs,
for it ostensibly exposes the
manner in which big business
can corrupt authority — in this
instance it is a pharmaceutical
company producing a magic
potion that will make soldiers
invincible. Conspiracy theories
are the go in our paranoid
times and, as in the excellent
Michael Clayton, they might
as easily be investigated
intelligently and - shock
horror — with little or no
bloodshed. Alas, appealing to
the functioning brain was not
an option for the scriptwriters

Pighouse Flicks presents

here. Everything happens at
night, in the rain or snow, with
frosty lighting and against
the metallic backdrop of a
most inhospitable Gotham.
(Visually, it reminded me of
the equally putrid animation,
Sin City.) A cold, almost
monochromatic palette is
relieved only by occasional
crosses to Max’s honey
coloured vision of his wife and
kid in their bedroom, angels
waiting for him to complete
his murderous revenge.
Picking the bent cop in the
chain is a lay-down misere the
minute he appears and after
that it is all guns blazing until
his summary execution. In one
thrilling scene (just kidding),
Max is confronted by a SWAT
team a dozen strong. They've
got the Darth Vader caps, the
armoured body-wear, the high
powered automatic rifles etc,
and they’re no more than a
few metres away. Max has
only his pistol. Mind you, it’s a
whopper - in fact, | wouldn’'t
back myself to pick it up with
one hand (you don't think

it could be plastic, do you?),
but Max takes the blokes on
and half a minute later he’s
plugged them all without

so much as copping a flesh
wound. That's the sort of
movie it is. Max Dupain, on
the other hand, was a great
Australian photographer, one
of whose pictures, Sunbaker
(1937), remains a truly iconic
Australian image... but |
digress.

~ John Campbell

Movie Info; www.loungecinema.com

JoungeCinema

Sincere apologies to all
our loyal customers!

Due to ongoing building
delays, will be reopening
on November 15"

For Movie Hotline Call 6685 5828

Welcome To The Sticks
A lot of the humour in this
amiable French comedy is
lost in translation, and it is
unavoidably so, for the joke is
frequently about the language
itself. Philippe, manager of a
post office in France’s south,
hopes to fill a vacancy on

the Cote d’Azur. Having won
preferential treatment by
pretending to be wheelchair
bound, he blows the scam by
absent-mindedly standing to
shake his superior’s hand. It's
a hilarious moment and one
that immediately puts you on
side with the schmuck who,
for his dishonesty, is shunted
off to the godforsaken North
for two years. It appears that
Picardy is regarded in much
the same way by Southerners
as Ballina is by the urbane
burghers of Byron it is a
place to be avoided at all
costs. Philippe’s wife won't
have a bar of it, so she stays
at home with their little son,
seeing her husband off as
though he were going to
perish in the trenches. He
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arrives in Bourges, one of
