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Preschool rush for
the unimmunised

- P5

Railway Park set
to become first
masterplan project

Plans for an ‘informal amphithea-
tre’ in Railway Park in Byron’s CBD,
along with other improvements,
will be tabled at this Thursday’s
Council meeting.

Along with additional seating,
parking would be reduced in front
of the railway station, while the chil-
dren’s park would be removed and
the existing toilets relocated to the
north western entrance area.

Paved areas would also be cre-
ated that ‘promotes gathering while
maintaining tree health’

No consultation

Yet the notice of motion (NoM)
to endorse the ‘Railway Square
Landscape Concept Plan’ by Greens
mayor Simon Richardson has been
overshadowed again with claims
of improper process and lack of
consultation.

Managers of the Byron Envi-
ronment Centre (BEC) rotunda in
the park are angry that the mayor’s
NoM claims BEC consultation ‘has
also been undertaken’

And within the maps provided
by the mayor in the agenda, it states
that ‘consultation is required for the
possible relocation [of the BEC ro-
tunda] within the park’

BEC members Nino MacDonald
and John Lazarus told The Echo they
‘met in good faith with Council last
Thursday but were not responded to
with good faith in turn’

‘Before meeting with BEC, Coun-
cil had already printed up Thurs-
day’s Council agenda. It included a
report on development in Railway
Park and stated that consultation

continued on page 3 »
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Aspiring hlgh school students/artists/activists are preparing their environmental art for the Young
Environmental Protectors art competition, to be held December 16 and 17 at the Mullumbimby Civic Memorial
Hall. Pictured are Amar with the team behind the Environmental Art Prize, Tony Barry, Tim Winton-Brown,
Sophia Walsh, Min Saxe, Iris Ray Nun, Holley Somerville-Knott, Lilly Knott and Frank Koori. Photo Jeff Dawson
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The Bentley Effect editors
recognised with award
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NORTEC evicts
small businesses
from incubators

Aslan Shand

More than a dozen local busi-
nesses have been left reeling after
NORTEC abruptly terminated the
leases of all the small businesses in
the three small business incubator
sites located in Byron Bay, Mullum-
bimby and Goonellabah with only
six weeks to move over Christmas.

NORTEC has stated that “The
Byron Bay and Goonellabah sites
will be sold” The Mullumbimby site
is not owned by NORTEC.

Tve just finished setting up a
couple of weeks ago; said Jake May
of his graphic design business at the
Byron incubator site.

T feel absolutely robbed, he told
The Echo. “They promised me I could
have it (the space) for three years
and there was no indication that it
wouldn't be available for three years!

The process to rent the incuba-
tor site involved interviews with
NORTEC and ‘they expected me to
be committed to the business and
the incubator; explained Jake.

continued on page 4 »

Saddle Road residential rezone proposed

Senior Council staff have defended
the removal of a report from the
upcoming Thursday agenda on a
planning proposal for Saddle Road,
located on the ridgeline between
Brunswick Heads and Mullumbimby.

The applicants are the Dalys
(Bruns Eco Village), the Borrodales,
the Hayters, the Hamblys and the
Bashforths. According to BEV’s
Kelvin Daly, the proposed area to

rezone residential is 112 ha ‘gross’
and 52 ha ‘net’ that would facilitate
475 homes. The landowners have
also proposed that 20 per cent of
the total area (not including BEV)
would be retained by Council for
affordable housing.

Director sustainable environment
and economy Shannon Burt told
The Echo she formed the view that it
would be appropriate to allow a fur-

ther period of consultation between
planning staff and the proponents
and the objectors before the report
was put before Council and it was
therefore withdrawn from the agenda
for the December 14 meeting’

The staff report and planning pro-
posal was provided to The Echo by
Matthew O’Reilly, president of the
Saddle Ridge Local Area Manage-
ment Planning Association Incorpo-

rated (SRLAMPA), and was obtained
via a freedom of information request.

He says while 21 neighbours are
not opposed to the development, they
believe it should be assessed through
a residential strategy and other as-
sessments. A signed petition also
claims they were were not offered
procedual fairness that would allow
them to assess the planning proposal
before Council considered it.

END OF YEAR

CLEARANCE SALE
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Bangalow pay parking needs parking
study ‘per the RMS requwements

wy

Local NSW Greens MP Ta-
mara Smith has questioned
Greens mayor Simon Rich-
ardson and his supportive
councillors’ decision for pay
parking in Bangalow.

At a rally held Saturday
morning, the Chamber of
Commerce said ignored
studies and flawed surveys
led to councillors’ decision to
roll out pay parking.

Ms Smith told the rally viaa
letter, Tam sorry that you have
had to take to the streets in or-
der to have your voice heard....
Well done for coming out to
have your say and I am sorry
that I can't be there with you.

T am urging Byron Shire
Council to do a parking study
for Bangalow, per the RMS re-
quirements, which have noth-
ing to do with revenue raising.
In fact, revenue raising is not
recognised by the NSW gov-
ernment as a valid reason for
introducing pay parking.

“There are too many un-
knowns at this stage, the true
impact of introducing pay
parking in Bangalow is not
clear, and the case to intro-
duce it in the terms set down
by RMS has not been made.

COUNCIL -

B STOP THE METERS

Bangalow residents turned up on Saturday morning to object to Council’s plans to
introduce pay parking in the town. Photo Jeff Dawson

‘The precautionary prin-
ciple seems very appropriate
at this time - if we are not
sure of the impact, then let’s
not impact’

Exertion of will

Meanwhile, the town’s
chamber president Jo Millar
told the gathering, “This whole
process is a classic example of
the exertion of political will

over the proper processes that
we have a right to expect from
our Council staff and our
elected representatives.

In reply, Infrastructure
Services director Phil Hollo-
way told The Echo, ‘Council’s
rationale for pay parking has
always been, first and fore-
most, that it serves to improve
parking turnover and access
to local businesses’

‘Pay Parking schemes are
a combination of time lim-
its and the application of a
charge to park and are aimed
at improving access to avail-
able parking.

‘Pay parking is a means of
imposing a level of self-en-
forcement by changing driv-
er behaviour to increase the
availability of spaces to meet
parking demands in the area’

Police numbers disputed

A reduction of 33 police offic-
ers in the Tweed-Byron Local
Area Command has promot-
ed Labor to ask Tweed MP
Geoff Provest (Nationals) to
explain why his government
had overseen the reduction.
Labor say that NSW Police
data indicate that since Feb-
ruary 2012, the Tweed-Byron
Local Area Command has
suffered a reduction in police
numbers by 33 police officers.
NSW Labor leader Luke
Foley joined federal MP for
Richmond Justine Elliot and
shadow minister for the north
coast Walt Secord to send a
joint press release on Monday
claiming that in 2012, Tweed-
Byron LAC police numbers
were 198, but under the Be-
rejiklian government, those
number have dropped to 165.

New station

They say the drop in po-
lice numbers has occurred
despite the official opening
of the new Tweed Police Sta-
tion and promises by Nation-
als Tweed MP Geoff Provest
to increase police numbers.

Mrs Elliot called on Na-
tionals Mr Provest to ‘stand
up to his Sydney-centric
Liberal-National govern-
ment, which is spending $2.5

billion on Sydney stadiums
instead of police officers in
the Tweed’

Nationals reply

Nationals Tweed MP
Geoff Provest is chair of the
committee on law and safety.

He told The Echo that La-
bor were quoting old figures.

‘We announced Friday
that Tweed will get five new
probationary officers and that
400 new police are expected
to join the force soon. 'm
hopeful that some of those
will be stationed in Tweed’

Additionally Mr Provest
says four new water police
will soon be stationed in
Tweed Shire, and they will
command a 52-foot boat ca-
pable of a 100km range.

When asked about the
lack of police stationed in
Mullumbimby, Mr Provest
said he wasn't aware of that,
but would take it up with
the local area commander.
‘Policing has changed over
the years, he said. “There is
more mobile policing with
highway patrols for example.
Also, the crime rate is at an
all-time low, and there is also
an 8y per cent conviction rate,
which indicates the police are
doing their briefs well!

SECRET SOUNDS & MI PRESENTS

FALLS FESTIVAL

BYRON: 30 DEC - 31 DEC - 01 JAN - 02 JAN

is being held at North Byron Parklands, PARKING & ACCESS

Wooyung, on Saturday 30th December (11.00am to 2.00am), Sunday 31stDecember  There is NO PARKING along Tweed Valley Way or in the streets surrounding North
2017 (9.00am to 2.00am), Monday 1st January (9.00am to 1.30am) and Tuesday 2nd  Byron Parklands. Special Event Parking restrictions will be in place and Council
January 2018 (9.00am to 1.00am). Please note, music will commence from 11.00am  Parking Rangers will be on patrol throughout the event. Fines will apply.

each day. Bands will cease operation at midnight each evening with the exception
of New Year's Eve at 1.00am. Audio testing will take place for the main stages on
Saturday 30th December between 5.00pm and 8.00pm with a mandatory minimum
one-hour sound check being imposed to test the system.

CHANGED TRAFFIC CONDITIONS INCLUDE

¢ Reduced speed limits of 40km/h along Tweed Valley Way between Yelgun
Road and Jones Road, and off-ramps from the Pacific Motorway at the Yelgun
interchange.

Camping or sleeping in vehicles within the Byron and Tweed Shires is not allowed.
Maximum Penalty exceeds $1000. Council Rangers will be on patrol throughout the
event period enforcing this regulation.

There is NO PEDESTRIAN access into North Byron Parklands. NSW Police will
continue to issue significant fines to any persons trespassing and/or entering the
event without a valid ticket.

Local residents wishing to drop off or pick up Falls Festival patrons are strictly
required to use the event’s drop-off and pick-up zone located in the Southern Car
Park via Entry Gate C. Use of the Yelgun Rest Area is prohibited for this purpose.
There will be no inbound vehicle movement allowed into NBP between 6.00am and
1.00pm on Wednesday 3rd January 2018.

COMMUNITY HOTLINE

An event Community Hotline will be in operation from 8.00am Saturday 30th
December 2017 to 5.00pm Wednesday 3rd January 2018. The Hotline will be
attended during the approved event hours of operation.

THE COMMUNITY HOTLINE NUMBER IS (02) 6680 4049
Local residents with parking, noise or litter concerns during the Festival should
contact the Hotline and we will send our Community Response Team to assist you.

* The majority of Festival patrons coming from the north to the Festival site will
travel via Mooball using Cudgera Creek Road, Pottsville Road and Tweed Valley
Way. The majority of Festival patrons coming from the south to the Festival site
will travel via Brunswick Valley Way.

* Local Resident Only access checkpoints will be in operation for Yelgun Road and
Jones Road at Tweed Valley Way.

* Traffic control personnel will also be in place at the intersection of Tweed Valley
Way and Jones Road.

* Please be prepared for POSSIBLE SHORT DELAYS.
* Festival camping patrons will begin to arrive at North Byron Parklands from

8.00am Saturday 30th December 2017 and depart by 5.00pm Wednesday 3rd

January 2018. Residents can also email community@northbyronparklands.com

i

1 . _ We thank you for your patience and understanding, and wish you and your family
S a safe and Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

THE FALLS MUSIC & ARTS FESTIVAL
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Ready to roll on solar this Sat

The much-anticipated Byron
Bay solar train will be offi-
cially launched this Saturday,
December 16.

Everyone is welcome to the
grand opening, commencing
at 11am at The Sun Bistro on
Bayshore Drive. Public train
rides from the North Beach
platform on Bayshore Drive
will run from 12.30 till 5pm,
with live music and celebra-
tions throughout the after-
noon at The Sun Bistro.

The train service will trav-
el between the North Beach
precinct, which includes the
Byron Arts Estate and Sun-
rise Beach community, to the
newly constructed station be-
hind Simmo’s garage.

Byron Bay Railroad Com-
pany Development director
Jeremy Holmes said, “We
searched the country and
found a dilapidated vintage
train, restored it, and are now
powering it with a 4.6-bil-
lion-year-old power source.

‘We partnered with the in-
credible Tim Elderton from

Shire’s latest transport. Photo Jeff ‘Trains, Planes and Automobiles’ Dawson

Lithgow Railway Workshop
to restore the train and to
oversee the solar conversion
along with our other partners
Nickel Energy and Elmofo.
Local rail industry expert
Geoft Clark has been guid-
ing the project and helping to
navigate the complex regula-

tions and safety requirements’

The project has been
achieved with no funding or
financial support from gov-
ernment at any level, say or-
ganisers.

The train seats 100 passen-
gers and has room for lug-
gage, bikes and surfboards.

The 3km journey will cost $3
for adults with concessions
for children.

The Byron Bay train will
operate a limited service
until January when the full
schedule will commence. For
more information visit www.
byronbaytrain.com.au.

Railway Park set to become first masterplan project

» continued from page 1
with BEC had informed the
report. Nothing could be
further from the truth. The
BEC has not been consulted
with on the Railway Park de-
velopment proposal, which
will come before Council on
Thursday.

‘BEC considers, and has
advised Council in the past,
that any development of Rail-
way Park should go through a
plan-of-management process
to facilitate broad commu-
nity input. It is unfortunate
that [as] the first step to re-

solve issues between BEC and
Council, that BEC has had to
lodge a complaint to force the
removal of a reference to the
BEC from next Thursday’s
Ordinary Meeting’s Motion
concerning the development
of Railway Park’

Not discussed

And while the mayor
claims in his NoM that “The
design has been discussed
and is supported by the By-
ron Bay Town Centre Mas-
ter Plan Leadership Team,
leadership team member Dr

Mary Gardner told The Echo
that they did not discuss the
future of the rotunda at last
week’s meeting.

In reply, Cr Richardson
said the rotunda, ‘will not
move if the BEC wish for it to
remain where it is’

But that assurance have
not been accepted by Mr La-
zarus.

He said, “The BEC has not
been consulted on this park
plan, and does not endorse
this plan, and considers the
masterplan process as a de-
veloper’s Trojan Horse that

has blindsided the commu-

nity and the good community |

members of the masterplan
committee’

Mr Lazarus ends with, Re-
scind the adoption of the mas-
terplan and bring back democ-
racy to Byron Shire Council’

The rush to get started on
the project could be owing to
‘the requirement of the NSW
Government Tourism De-
mand Driver Infrastructure
program;, where ‘moneys for
the first stage of the works
[must] be expended by April
20, 2018’

' Summerland %
Garden Centre &
Al the Summerland Anliques Sile

Rare & special plants
Discover something different
for your garden
Flora for fauna
Specialist plant selection & sourcing

NEW SHIPMENT OF WATER PLANTS JUST ARRIVED

Phone: 6686 8885 | Smith Drive, West Ballina
1km south of the Big Prawn

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE LAUNCH OF THE WORLD’S FIRST SOLAR TRAIN

11:00am Saturday 16 December
THE SUN BISTRO Bayshore Drive Byron Bay

Train rides until 5:00pm | Live music and celebrations at The Sun
The train will operate a limited service until January when the full schedule will commence.

MORE AT BYRONBAYTRAIN.COM.AU

O N

RAILROAD
COMPANY LTD

=

MERRY CHRISTMAS

DR MARTENS IN STORE NOW FOR
BACK TO SCHOOL

wallace

109 River Street Ballina
(02) 6686 2081 | Like us on Facebook | wallaces.com.au

Suential!
Limited
timeslots at
Uncle Tom’s! So
don’t miss out!
Santa Photo

$19.95
Christmas
Family Portrait

$39.95

T &C's apply

Fresh
Christmas
Thees

N ; i o7 - e Now available

For Bookings: www.uncletoms.com.au or phone 6684 4041
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Ray Essery and Anna Rose launch
poems and stories of region

A book launch by local poet/
author Ray Essery and Anna
Rose at the Brunswick Heads
Bowling Club last week was
a great success, according to
Ms Rose.

Entitled One Hell Of A
Ride, it is a collection of sto-
ries and poems of the NSW
northern rivers by Mr Essery,
as told by Anna Rose.

Ms Rose told The Echo,
‘We had a fabulous night -
about 180 people turned up,
many eating dinner before
the show and all enjoying the
club’s hospitality’?

‘Ray sold a heap of books
on the night and the club
management was very happy
overall. Member for Lismore,
Thomas George, an old fam-

Ray Essery, Anna Rose and MP Thomas George celebrate the
launch of Ray’s new book, One Hell Of A Ride. Photo Helen Trustum

ily friend of the Esserys, took
time out to come along and
officially launch the book.

Tt was very much appreci-

ated by Ray and his wife, May’
For more info visit www.

annaroseramblings.com.au

or call Ray on 0438 843 817.

Social housing waiting times increase: AG

A routine audit of the NSW Family and Com-
munity Services cluster has found that the wait
for social housing is longer than last year.
Additionally, the NSW acting auditor-gener-
al says, ‘unqualified audit opinions were issued
for all cluster agencies’ financial statements’
The Department of Family and Community
Services and its supporting agencies are the re-
sponsibility of NSW Liberal MP Pru Goward.
Acting NSW auditor-general Jan Goodwin
says, ‘Tt is pleasing to report that all cluster enti-

ties’ financial statements received unqualified
audit opinions for their June 30, 2017 financial
statements.

“The report highlights that non-government
organisations received $2.6 billion in govern-
ment funding in 2016-17 to provide services to
vulnerable children, young people and families
and people with a disability. After June 30, 2018,
the federal government will pay providers of
disability services via the National Disability
Insurance Agency.

Bec

] Hetal

d Keeley

Craig Watson
Pharmacist
Pro Golfer (not)

For nine

years Bec’s
been juggling
babies and still
smiling every
Saturday

Congrats

on your
registration.
Specialist
Compounding
Pharmacist

James our pharmacy
assistant (future
pharmacist) who
buzzes around

town doing free
deliveries to our local
community

# Community
o Webster
packing

# extraordinaire

NORTEC evicts small businesses

» continued from page 1

“They suggested that I talk
to my boss to leave my job
and have a full-time com-
mitment to this business - so
that’s what I did’

Another small business
that had taken the chance to
get started at the Byron incu-
bator site is Jarrah Hustler’s
hair salon business, set up a
year ago.

Tm screwed, she said.
T can’t get a new space ar-
ranged, a DA approved and
fitted in six weeks. I said to
them I have $20,000 to put
into this business — am I guar-
anteed it for three years? They
said, “Yes you can have it for
three years unless you break
your lease”. I thought as it is a
government-funded business
that it wasn't going to screw
me over. I would have been
better off not going through
the NEIS scheme’

Similarly, Goonellabah
business owner Mary-Anne
Meginess told The Echo,
‘They handed me the evic-
tion notice in a folder that
had “creating opportunities
and inspiring futures” on the
front. I don't feel supported or
inspired. This is not nurtur-
ing - it’s disgusting’

It is not only the small

businesses who are angry at
the decision to sell the Byron
and Goonellabah sites.

Outraged

Business Incubator & In-
novation Australia board
members, Amanda Kenyon
and Garry Bargh, who origi-
nally helped develop the small
business incubator sites are
outraged that NORTEC are
selling the community assets.

‘An awful lot of hard work
from the community went
into building these; said Ms
Kenyon.

‘They represent 20 years
of hard community work and
millions of dollars.

The Ballina site, that
NORTEC sold last year, and
the Byron Bay site were hand-
ed to NORTEC when they
merged BETC (Ballina skills
and development centre) and
Tweed-based TTEC in 2007.

All these incubators were
funded by a combination of
community assets and cash
from the sate and federal
governments, said Mr Bargh,
who was the BTEC manager
at the time the sites were be-
ing being developed.

‘When the merger took
place in 2007 the understand-
ing was that these commu-

nity assets would remain in
the community in trust and
managed by NORTEC.

Legally, NORTEC are
within their rights to give
only one week’s notice to the
businesses at the sites and
business operators were only
ever given verbal confirma-
tion of longer tenure.

Both Kenyon and Bargh
believe that the sites should
be handed on to an organisa-
tion that has the expertise to
continue to provide business
incubation support and devel-
opment in the same way it was
previously given to NORTEC.

No expertise

‘They admitted that they
don’t have the expertise to
provide the support and the
last couple of years they have
done nothing; said Kenyon.

Tve offered both the cur-
rent and previous co-ordina-
tors help to run these places
properly - free — and they
refused. Now we find they are
flogging them off. It's robbery
of the community’

The Echo sent detailed
questions to NORTEC who
failed to respond before the
extended deadline. For more
on the story see the letters pag-
es and www.echo.net.au.
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Have a safe and happy hoiday

from Craig Watson’s Soul Pattinson Pharmacy
Your local community pharmacy with local staff who have

been in Mullumbimby for a combined 318 years!

today... it’s FREE!

As a special Christmas Gift, soul +rewards members
will receive 100 bonus points* with their first shop
during December. Not a member? Join in store

upto 60% off private prescriptions* )

Full compounding chemist
Revlon cosmetics

Perfumes

Local handmade soaps
Large range of vitamins
New men’s range

Vegan and organic products.
Free local delivery.

Soul Pattinson proudl

y ljpports: Lions Club R
Mullumbimby Netball, Brunswick Heads SLSC, Mullumbimby Bowls Club,
Mullumbimby Golf Club, Mullumbimby High School and St John’s Primary

B £

School. Please support your pharmacy that supports our locals.

*Offer valid on the first qualifying transaction until 31st December 2017. Excludes
purchases on prescriptions, Pharmacist Only Medicine and Pharmacy Medicine.

No discounts on NHS prescriptions

60 Burringbar Street, Mullumbimby

Next to IGA - Ph 02 6684 4888
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Soul Pattinson

otary Giants Rugby Lea

Ben bi-lingual
extraordinary |-
consulting pharmacist
and lover of all things
German, especially
sausage §

gue,

Dispense
Technician...
will sort your

scripts with

Lesley our

_ specialist in
Tt perfume and
e makeup, and
- will serve you
o at the RSL on
2 Sundays

Lesley our | —
specialist in
vitamins and [
smiles. Serving f-. -
Mullum from this
pharmacy for more
than 30 years

Emma

a smile
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Spike in unvaccinated pre-enrolments requests

Paul Bibby

Local preschools have been
inundated with calls from
the parents of unvaccinated
children trying to enrol their
kids in care before tough new
vaccination rules come into
effect on December 31.

Staff at a number of pre-
schools say dozens of par-
ents have been attempting to
pre-enrol their children for
2019 and beyond, in a bid to
avoid the new rules, which
will mean they can no longer
register as ‘conscientious ob-
jectors’ to vaccination.

But the preschools have
had to turn away almost all
of these parents because of
their enrolment policies or
long waiting lists, leading, in
some cases, to angry, emo-
tional interactions with staff.

‘We have been inundated
since the government made
its announcement about
the new policy, said one lo-
cal preschool educator, who
asked not to be named.

“They’re upset, angry, and
desperately trying to get their
children in.

‘We've even had pregnant
mums ringing up trying to
get their unborn children in.

‘We have to say “no” be-
cause we can't do that. It’s
been very emotional’

Since January 2014, child-
care centres have been pre-
vented from enrolling chil-
dren who are considered
unvaccinated by the NSW
government unless their
parents have registered as
conscientious objectors, or
the child has been granted a
medical exemption.

However in September
this year, the government
amended the Public Health
Act 2010, putting an end to
conscientious objection for
new enrolments. It effectively

From December 31, conscientious objectors to vaccination
will no longer be able to enrol their children into
preschools. Photo from International Business Times

stops children from entering
the preschool system if they
have not been conventionally
vaccinated.

The conscientious objec-
tion option remains open
until December 31, allowing
unvaccinated children who
will reach preschool age next
year to enrol if they can get a
GP to complete the form.

However, some parents of
younger children have been
attempting to enrol their chil-
dren in 2019, 2020 and be-
yond under this option.

While a handful of par-
ents appear to have been suc-
cessful in this, most have not,
either because preschools
are prevented by their en-
rolment policies or they are
already full.

Local mum Ziv Asher tried
to enrol her two-year-old at
Mullumbimby’s Shearwater
preschool before the cut-off
date but was unsuccessful.

‘It basically means that
he can't be enrolled in pre-
school, Ms Asher said.

‘It’s very disappointing,
because I think preschool is
important - it's where kids
start to learn some impor-
tant values like sharing, and
where they get to interact
with other kids.

T think it’s a bit sick to
discriminate against little

BYS offer Christmas e-cards

Byron Youth Service (BYS)
have launched a new initia-
tive, Heart-Fill Not Landfill.
Manager Teeya Blatt says
that by making tax-deductible
donations to the BYS charity,

you can send an e-card - bear-
ing a remarkable photo by lo-
cal photographers - to a loved
one via their email inbox.
Visit www.bys.org.au/
thanks to order yours.

YOU DON’T PAY ME...
THE LENDER DOES

Janice Ryan
Mortgage Broker

Diploma of Financial Services
30 years’ lending experience
E: janice@wpff.com.au

M: 0400 364 723

w: www.wpff.com.au
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“White Picket Fence"

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au

children and to discriminate
against parents on the basis
of their health choices’

Ms Asher acknowledged
that there were many parents
in a more difficult position
than she because they could
not afford to quit their jobs
to care for their kids full time.

Parents whose children
have not been conventionally
vaccinated have already been
ruled ineligible for Family
Tax Benefit A and the Child
Care Rebate by the federal
government.

‘Tm hoping that we can get
together to support each oth-
er asa community by creating
our own little programs for
our children,; Ms Asher said.

“This is a call for the com-
munity to get together and
take on the role of looking
after each other’s kids.

Periwinkle

Meanwhile the retiring
head of the Periwinkle pre-
school in Byron Bay, Ellon
Gold, said it was a serious con-
cern that the school could ‘no
longer be open to all children’

‘The importance of early
childhood education is thor-
oughly researched and well-

documented’

‘Early childhood education
is about walking with parents
through those important
early years, but some of those
parents will no longer have
access to us, Ms Gold said.

‘We've walked for many
years with parents who have
made all choices [about vac-
cination] and we've had a
very successful community.

‘T think it opens up the
question of how underval-
ued parenting and a parent’s
own intuition about their
child’s well being is’

Ms Gold said there ap-
peared some confusion
among some parents about
the enrolment laws.

‘We always enrol children
for 2018 in 2017 - that’s our
normal practice; she said.

‘We can't enrol children to
come to pre-school after 2018.

As I understand the law
we cannot enrol unvaccinated
children to come to pre-school
after January 1, 2018’

NSW Health

The director of Communi-
cable Diseases at NSW Health,
Dr Vicky Sheppeard, said that
technically, a NSW preschool
could enrol an unvaccinated
child under the conscientious
objection option for 2019 or
2020 if the enrolment was
completed before December
31 this year.

However, she said this was
entirely dependent on the in-
dividual preschools policies
and practices.

‘A preschool could al-
low an enrolment in those
circumstances but only if it
was consistent with the pre-
school’s own practices, Dr
Sheppeard said.

BRUNSWICK HEADS PHARMACY

Locals Appreciation Night
Wednesday 13th December
Starting from 4:30pm
Come and join us for some
drinks and nibblies.

10% off all purchases
on the evening*
All are welcome.

*excluding prescription items

Opening Hours
Mon-=Fri 8:30-5:30 and Sat 8:30-1:00
14-16 Mullumbimbi Street, Brunswick Heads 6685 1219

PRACTICAL PHILOSOPHY:
THE ONLY COURSE
TO TAKE IN LIFE.

COURSES $10* BOOK EARLY

CELEBRATION Our doors have been open for 50 years

so we're offering places in the Mindful Wisdom Course
during Term 1, 2018 for a $10* administration charge.

You must enrol online to receive this offer.

OUR GIFT TO YOU Join us for 22 hours a week to
re-charge, revitalise and renew yourself. There will be
thirty hours of inspired conversation over 11 weeks about
things that truly matter: the purpose of human existence,
how to clear the mind and free it from the past, how to
open the heart and fill it with love and how to have a
happier, fuller life.

The course begins Wednesday, 31°T January at 7°".
Tintenbar Hall, Tintenbar.

Book online practicalphilosophy.org.au

ALSO AVAILABLE IN SYDNEY,
CANBERRA AND CENTRAL COAST

SCHOOL OF
PRACTICAL 5
PHILOSOPHY —

. 1967- 2017

CELEBRATING

A NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANISATION

*PRICE VALID TILL 24™ FEB. 2018

WAKACHANGI
LAGER 12 PACK
STUBBIES 3

TRENNERT
“WEST WINDS”
MCLAREN

VALE
CABERNET
SAUVIGNON

$1399

INDEPENDENT &
LOCALLY OWNED

HOPCROFT & ||

CORNOCK
MCLAREN VALE
CAB/MERLOT

UDL 6
PACK CANS
ALL FLAVOURS

—= g = $20

Promotion dates: 13-19 December 2017

AT THE COURT HOUSE HOTEL MULLUMBIMBY

Access via drive-thru or via arcade off the main street

SURFBOARDAGENCY.cowm

SALE

Demo - Samples
up to

5%

OFF ———

SURFBOARDS

Short & Long Boards, Fishes, Hybrids,
MON-FRI|10-4

58 CENTENNIAL CIRCULT

Byron Arts & Industry Estate

LIMITED STOCK DEC 11 -22
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MOULDY HOME?

* Protect Your Health
* Protect Your Home

Professional
Advice & Solutions

Meet your local qualified
Building Biologist
& Mould Remediator

ENVIRONMENTS

p 0408 540 467
e rhys@consciousenvironments.com.au
W www.consciousenvironments.com.au

Have you ever noticed that anybody driving
slower than you is an idiot, and anyone
going faster than you is a maniac?

- George Carlin

‘I embraced the RAW experience with food
because of the uncooked
minimal processing of the produce.

| found that when | cooked the fresh
plant produce, it felt less ‘alive,’
denatured somewhat by the
cooking process,
with a loss of vitality, enzymes
and sometimes taste.

You are what you eat
is true on so many levels.’
- Vicki Veranese

Raw Plant based Cuisine is a nutrient rich
and a calorie sparse way of eating.

Gluten, wheat and dairy free.
With ferments and sprouts a feature,
the flavours, texture and colour will

awaken a jaded palate and satisfy the hangry.

ALIVEVWILD

s Live Ravy PLAMTRASTD €Ll

PLATTERS
Picmics
ParTiY Boxes
RETHREATS
Foop TraiLer
OHLIMNE STORE

Od12 400085
SHOP@ALIVEANDWILD.COM

wwWW.ALIVEANDWILD.com
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Stolen generation storles told through dance

Aslan Shand

The stories of the stolen gen-
eration that young perform-
ers Hunter Mains and Kiahn
Ladkin heard from their el-
ders have inspired their own
dance, ‘Spirit Sister; in hon-
our of the stolen generation.

“The girls have been danc-
ing together for many years,
said Kiahns mother Melissa
Ladkin.

‘They have been work-
ing with [Indigeneous dance
group] Rekindling this year
on Bundjalung country, which
is the youth program from
Bangarra dance company.
Kiahn has also worked with
Rekindling in Sydney for four
weeks performing at State
Dance Festival and the NSW
Arts School Spectacular!

Kiahn is Awabakal and

Hunter is Wiradjuri, and
artistic director Kate Histon
of their dance school, Byron
Dance Dynamics, asked the
girls to open their shows for
them.

The girls then asked Del-
ta Kay, from the Arakwal
people, for permission and
guidance to choreograph
their own piece dancing on
Arakwal land.

‘They have always done
Welcome to Country since
they were at school, said
Melissa.

‘Delta gifted them some
ochre and painted them up
before their shows.

‘Delta was our special per-
son of honour on the night
and Delta was very moved
by their dance and proud of
their beautiful opening with

acknowledgement to country,  Hunter Mains, Delta Kay and Kiahn Ladkin. Photo supplled

Local MP arrested at QLD Adani mine site

North coast Greens MLC
Dawn Walker and NSW
Greens mining spokesperson
Jeremy Buckingham were
arrested on December 6 by
QLD police after taking part
in a blockade of the Adani
Carmichael coal mine rail
construction site at Belyando,
270km west of Bowen.

The MPs were arrested at
6.35am, along with a dozen
other climate activists, and
charged with trespassing un-

lawfully on a place of business.

Ms Walker said, Tt was a
very important day for me,
stopping work on the Adani
mine and being arrested with
climate activists who under-
stand the importance of pre-
venting this destructive pro-
ject from going ahead’

‘T was proud to stand with
traditional owners who have
said “no means no” to Adani,
and made it clear they will
not be surrendering their

land and water to this coal
corporation.

‘Although this mine is miles
from anywhere, the eyes of all
Australia are on it. We have
travelled days to get here but
believe many more will follow.

Tm appalled by the way
this project is tearing Indig-
enous communities apart and
offering a sub-standard agree-
ment to traditional owners for
their land, with little economic
opportunity.

‘On everylevel Adani’s con-
troversial mine does not stack
up, she said.

Non-violent
direct action

Greens MP Jeremy Buck-
ingham added, ‘Greens MPs
have a proud tradition of par-
ticipating in peaceful, non-
violent direct action and we
stand with all those opposed
to this crazy coal mine’

Significant Council projects delivered: GM

Road reconstruction, re-
cycling, flood recovery and
roundabouts were significant
projects delivered in the last
financial year, says Byron
Shire Council’s outgoing gen-
eral manager Ken Gainger.

Mr Gainger, who recently
announced his resignation
owing to health reasons, said
the operations of Council ‘go
well beyond the traditional ar-
eas of rates, roads and rubbish!

‘In 2016/17 we completed
ten major road reconstruc-
tion projects and resealed a
total of 13.5skm of road but
we also made significant im-
provements in areas such as
our recycling operations’

‘Byron Shire Council has
a commitment to improving
recycling, so to see that we
collected 200kg of phones,
batteries and light bulbs was
fantastic, he said.

‘We opened the new
North Ocean Shores sports-
field which is a great space
for residents in the north of
the Shire.

‘Ex-Tropical Cyclone
Debbie had a severe impact
on parts of our community

- Council lobbied hard for
government support and was
successful in its applications
for natural disaster funding
for the repair of Council in-
frastructure and Disaster Re-
covery funding for affected
residents and businesses.

‘We also developed the
Rural Land Use Strategy,
which has since been adopted
by Council.

‘This is an important
document that tries to find
the balance between devel-
opment and preserving our
villages and districts and our
rich and beautiful farmland’

Masterplans

He added that Council
staff worked with the com-
munity to develop town and
village masterplans for By-
ron Bay, Bangalow and Mul-
lumbimby, and Council also
hosted an Affordable Hous-
ing summit to shine the light
on an increasing challenge in
the region.

‘Our tourism industry is
ever growing and we con-
tinue to grapple with how
to provide infrastructure for

around two million tourists,
Mr Gainger said.

‘Pay parking is going
some way to providing some
revenue from tourists, but
Council continues to lobby
the NSW government for an-
swers to this problem, which
is not going away.

‘Council was awarded a
special rate variation (SRV)
which allows us to invest
specifically in infrastructure
such as roads and bridges, ar-
eas that historically have been
chronically underfunded.

‘Our residents constantly
tell us that they are tired of
the poor condition of our
roads and the special rate
variation will see $40 million
allocated to infrastructure
spending in 2017/18.

T am pleased to be able to
report that in 2016/17 we met
all of our financial targets set
by the NSW government and
we completed 97 per cent of
our actions from our opera-
tional plan; Mr Gainger said.

The annual report can be
found on the Byron Shire
Council’s website at www.by-
ron.nsw.gov.au/publications/

Byron Shire Echo archives:

annual-report-2016-2017.
Meanwhile, the latest state
government Fixing Country
Roads funding round will see
$2.5 million worth of projects
funded across the Byron Shire,
according to parliamentary
secretary for renewable ener-
gy and northern NSW MLC
Ben Franklin (Nationals).

Bridge budget

He says the funding will
rebuild five bridges in the
Shire: Scarrabelottis, James,
Booyong, O’Mearas and
Parkers.

Co-funded with the fed-
eral government, five former
Australian Defence Force
steel bridges, with the exist-
ing timber bridges, will also
be dismantled.

“This will increase the load
limit to 44 tonnes on each of
the five bridges, he says.

“The funding will also pro-
vide much-needed mainte-
nance work to be completed
on landscaping the sites in-
cluding the clearing of veg-
etation, slope stabilisation
and the relocation of power
infrastructure’

www.echo.net.au/byron-echo
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“It's been a busy year working
together and getting great results
~ forour community. | wish you all the
~ joys of the season, and look forward to
keep on working with you to make our
area an even better place to live.”
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Justine Elliot MP

Your Federal Member | On your side

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au
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Christmas recycling and waste information

Extra urban domestic bin collections

For two weeks from Monday 25 December to Sunday 7 January you
can place all three bins on the kerbside for weekly collection

on vour normal collection day.

Are your bins overfull?

Overflowing bins create litter, attract pests and increase landfill costs.

Please make sure your bin lids are CLOSED.

If a bin is repeatedly overfull, it may not be collected.

For more information phone the O @
S¥BEA

Resource Recovery Hotline on 1300 652 625
y GOOD SORT

8 December 13, 2017 The Byron Shire Echo Byron Shire Echo archives: www.echo.net.au/byron-echo



BE AGOOD SICRT

and do

THE DIRTY DOZEN

12 Recycling Rules for your yellow bin

BAG THE BAG

You can recycle all soft plastic packaging
including plastic bags, clean cling wrap, frozen
vegie bags, pasta and biscuit packets etc.
Place it all in a bag, tie it up and put it
in your recycling bin.

© CLEAN
POLYSTYRENE

Clean, white polystyrene can now be placed
in your recycling bin. Put it in a plastic bag
and tie it up. Please no bean bag beans.

GRAB A SATCHEL

Grab a Resource Recovery Collection Satchel
for household batteries, reading glasses, corks,
X-rays, CDs and DVDs, mobile phones and
accessories, printer cartridges, small electronics,
electrical cords and smoke alarms.

[
lismore

city'council

BROKEN GLASS
& CROCKERY OK

Pyrex, drinking glasses, crockery and window
glass are now accepted in your recycling
bin along with glass bottles and jars. No

windscreens please.

LEAVE THE
L ABEL

The labels on bottles and containers
wash off during the recycling process.
There is no need to remove them.

ballina

shire council

%

NO STRINGS
ATTACHED

String, rope and electrical cable can become
tangled around the MRF machinery, hindering
the recycling process. Please do not place
these items in your recycling bin.

R

KEEP IT LOOSE

Place recyclables into the bin loose
not stacked inside one another or in
plastic bags. (This excludes polystyrene
and soft plastics.)

l-sr
-

PUT A LID ON IT

You can now leave the lids on all your recyclables.
Put the lids back on your plastic bottles and
containers, glass jars and bottles (including twist
tops) and put them in your recycling bin.

NO NEED
T0 WASH

Recyclable containers need to be empty
and free of food but they don’t need to be
washed. Save time and elbow grease.

HARDEN UP

You can place all hard plastics in your
recycling bin regardless of whether they
display the triangle or not. This includes

plastic tableware, toys and plant pots.

EVERY LITTLE
BIT COUNTS

Place all small plastics such as bread tags and
straws in an empty milk bottle, put the lid on and
place in your recycling bin. They are too small for

the MRF machinery to remove on their own but

are still a valuable resource.

GOOD SORT

ORGANICS « * LANDFILL

For more information contact the Resource Recovery Hotline on 1300 652 625
or visit the Byron Shire Council website at www.byron.nsw.gov.au/waste

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au
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Wik
NSW

GOVERNMENT

Department of Planning and Environment

Exhibition of State Significant Development
Application and Modification Request
North Byron Parklands Cultural Events Site

SSD 8169 and MP 09_0028 MOD 3
126 Tweed Valley Way, Yelgun
Billinudgel Property Pty Ltd

Byron Shire and Tweed Shire
Minister for Planning

Application No
Location

Applicant

Council Area
Approval Authority

Description of proposal

The Applicant has lodged a State Significant Development application to enable the permanent use of the North
Byron Parklands Cultural Events site for events with up to 50,000 patrons. The application involves the ongoing use
of the cultural events site following the trial period, including the continued use of existing site infrastructure and the
development of additional infrastructure to support the cultural events site.

A separate modification request has also been lodged to modify the Concept Plan Approval for the Cultural Events
Site to reflect the ongoing use of the site as a cultural events site.

Exhibition Details

The SSD Application, Modification Request, Environmental Impact Statement and accompanying documents
may be viewed electronically at the Department of Planning and Environment at 320 Pitt Street, Sydney or on
the Department’s website (www.majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/page/on-exhibition/). You may also view an
electronic copy at a NSW Service Centre located near you (www.service.nsw.gov.au/service-centre/service-nsw)
and a hard copy may be inspected at the location(s) listed below from Friday 15 December 2017 until

Friday 16 February 2018 during the ordinary office or opening hours of the agency concerned:

e Byron Shire Council: 70-90 Station Street, Mullumbimby
¢ Tweed Shire Council: Civic and Cultural Centre, 10-14 Tumbulgum Road, Murwillumbah

At the time of publishing this advertisement, the Minister for Planning has not directed that a public hearing should
be held.

Have Your Say
Anyone can make a written submission about the Development Application and Modification Request during the
exhibition period from Friday 15 December 2017 until Friday 16 February 2018.

Your submission must reach the Department by Friday 16 February 2018. Before making your
submission, please read our Privacy Statement at www.planning.nsw.gov.au/privacy or telephone the number below
for a copy. The Department will publish your submission on its website in accordance with our Privacy Statement.

To make a submission, use the online form if possible. This is available at
www.majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/page/on-exhibition/

If you cannot lodge online, you can write to the address below. If you want the Department to delete your personal
information before publication, please make this clear at the top of your letter. You need to include:
¢ Your name and address, at the top of the letter only;

TFIEE

il L}
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ical, thanks to Falls

Mullumbimby Public School prinicipal David Lees, Byron Falls Festival director Brandon
Saul, and Anna Coelho from the P&C with students Cooper Nelson, Jonny DeAlmeida, Joel
Liljeqvist, Cooper Tait, Anderson Bower, Angus Ewin, Bodhi Neylan. Photo Jeff Dawson

Mullumbimby Public School
is now able to purchase mu-
sical instruments to continue
to establish a school band
thanks to donations from
the The Byron Falls Music &
Arts Festival.

The school is among five
beneficiaries of the grants, a
result of $1 from each Falls

emergence of the musical
soul of Mullumbimby Public
School, and is much appreci-
ated by our school commu-
nity and beyond’

Five beneficiaries

The other organisations
to receive the grant money
are Burringbar Commu-

Community Association,
while Shaping Outcomes
(Byron Bay) say they will use
the grant to provide resourc-
es for the children’s groups
they run including ‘Ready for
School’ and ‘Social Thinking’

WIRES say they will use
the grant to assist in re-
sponding to more calls to

* The name of the application and the application number; ticket sold contributing to a  nity Association Inc, Shap- help injured, sick, displaced
e A statement on whether you support or object to the proposal; X K . . .

e The reasons why you support or object to the proposal; and community fund that is then ing Outcomes (BYI‘OH Bay), and orphaned wildlife while
¢ Adeclaration of any reportable political donations made in the previous two years. % distributed to a range oflocal WIRES (Northern Rivers) Crabbes Creek Community
To find out what is reportable, and for a disclosure form, go to ol P . .
www.planning.nsw.gov.au/DonationsandGiftDisclosure or telephone the number below for a copy. % Organlsatlons‘ and Crabbes Creek Com- Hall OIganisers say they will
Note the disclosure requirements apply however a submission is made. @ Prlnqpa] David Lees said, munity Hall. use the grant to contribute
For more information: 1300 305 695 ‘Receiving a community A Burringbar Heritage towards the New Years Eve
Planning Services, Department of Planning and Environment, GPO Box 39 SYDNEY NSW 2001 grant from Falls will greatly Walk is planned with funds fireworks dlsplay for the
(Your submission should be marked, Attention: Director - Industry Assessments) . . . | K .

assist us in supporting the going to the Burringbar community.
Advetisement

Chemist right at
home in Mullum

You might think that a pharmacist
might feel occasionally out of place

in an ‘alternative healing’ town like
Mullumbimby, but not Rob Bele, owner
of the popular Chemsave Pharmacy in
Dalley St, which is moving this week.

Looking over the sea of boxes spread
across two premises on moving day last
Friday it’s easy to see why. There are
more than 5000 lines in the shop, many
with multiple packets and bottles, adding
up to a lot of individual items to pack
and move from their current premises
to their new location right next to The
Empire, on the corner across the road
from the Post Office.

‘Mullum has such a diverse culture,
there are all kinds of people here,” says
Rob. ‘My interests lie in complementary

medicines, ayurvedic medicine and
sports endurance supplements.

Obsessed with
running

‘| do a lot of endurance and trail running.
I’'m a bit obsessed to tell you the truth. In
2017 | did the Ultra Trail Australia 100km
race in Katoomba and the Coastal High
50 on the Gold Coast hinterland, and the
Gold Coast half-marathon. The running
actually keeps me sane, which is handy
during a move like this.’

We needed
more room

‘We needed more room to offer our
customers a bigger range of products
and better health services,’ said Rob,
‘and we were very lucky that we were
able to take over two adjoining shops in
the main street. We hope it will make it
easier for our customers to visit us.’

Rob is a longtime local, having spent
the last 20 years in the northern rivers,
and five years at their current location

in Mullumbimby. He completed his
pharmacy training at University of
Queensland in 1998, and was pleased
to move into the area, as he has a
young family who enjoy the coastal and
country lifestyle.

A friendly shop

Rob runs a friendly shop. ‘I like to think
that I'm able to build up a bit of rapport
with our customers, so that they trust
us —my team are very experienced and
professional, but | think a bit of old-
fashioned service is appreciated too.’

One issue that could be very significant
for some people in 2018 is that
codeine-related products are becoming
prescription-only in February. Rob
said, ‘I'd be happy to talk to anyone
about alternative over-the-counter pain
management, or about what you need
to do in the future to obtain codeine-
related products.’

More info: Chemsave Pharmacy
Ph 6684 6226

Corner Dalley St and Burringbar St
next to The Empire Cafe

10 December 13, 2017 The Byron Shire Echo
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Lennox Head Moreton Bay Fig
tree removal sparks protest

A large and well established
Moreton Bay fig tree on Cas-
tle Drive, Lennox Head, has
been saved - so far - from
being cut down by Ballina
Shire Council.

Resident Jenny Grinling-
ton told The Echo that Ballina
Council approved the removal
without any community con-
sultation and only advised
neighbours to be ‘patient’
while works were happening
on Monday December 11.

Independent Ballina coun-
cillor Jeff Johnson told The
Echo that it could be up to 200
years old and he was shocked
to learn that fellow councillors
had voted for its removal.

Cr Johnson says he was
unwell and could not vote at
the last meeting when it was
before Council.

“This issue has been before

Morton Bay fig tree on
Castle Drive, Lennox Head.
Photo Jenny Grinlington

Council around four times
and was often discussed in a
confidential session. I have al-
ways voted against its removal’

Cr Johnson says Ballina
Shire Councils general man-
ager has told him the tree will
now not be removed this week,
and the matter will be dis-
cussed at Thursday’s Council

meeting. An urgent rescission
motion will be lodged by Cr
Johnson to try to save the tree.
He said, “The property owner
is somewhat responsible for
this... there is a building un-
der the canopy of the tree. I
think this decision was driven
by Council’s insurers, who
may have said to councillors:
“We are not going to cover
Council” It probably spooked
councillors’

Neighbour Jenny Grin-
lington said, ‘How long will
it be before every shred of
our local Big Scrub heritage
has been eliminated? This is
a sorry Christmas gift for our
community. Ms Grinling-
ton believes a neighbouring
property owner — not affect-
ed by the tree - threatened
Council with legal action un-
less it was removed.

Kesha, Sheryl Crow make latest Bluesfest lineup

One of 2017’s most talked
about artists, Kesha, has been
added to the 2018 Bluesfest
bill, to be held in Easter at the
Tyagarah site.

She joins other artists for
the third lineup announce-
ment: Sheryl Crow, Melissa

Etheridge, Juanes, Seu Jorge,
Ziggy, Alberts, Asgeir, New-
ton Faulkner, Afro Celt Sound
System, Harry Manx, Harts,
Holy Holy, William Crighton
and Elephant Sessions. Acts
confirmed so far include
Lionel Richie, Robert Plant

And The Sensational Space
Shifters, John Butler Trio,
Tash Sultana, Seal, Jackson
Browne, Michael Franti &
Spearhead and Canned Heat.
The 2018 artist schedule
and tickets are available on
www.bluesfest.com.au.

) TAMARA SMITH MP

MEMBER FOR BALLINA

Animal cruelty charges dropped

Rodney Stevens

Animal cruelty charges
against two men accused of
killing ten chickens and tor-
turing a pig at Nimbins Djan-
bung Gardens last December
have been dropped.

Reece Parke and Bradley
Presbury appeared in Lis-
more Local Court last week
after magistrate Annette Sin-
clair adjourned their hearing
part-heard on August 30.

It was alleged the men
killed ten heritage chickens
and tortured ‘Polly’ the pig at

the permaculture gardens on
December 13, 2016.

Mr Presbury’s solicitor
Tracey Randall told the court
the prosecution had failed
to provide her with some
evidence in the case and a re-
cording of a key witness was
not disclosed to the defence.

Frustration

During the hearing, Mag-
istrate Sinclair expressed her
frustration at the progress
of the matters, which she
thought would be ready to
progress after a four-month

adjournment.

After multiple issues with
the admissibility of evidence
during the hearing, the pros-
ecution formally withdrew
their case owing to insufficient
evidence. Relieved supporters
at the court said both men’s
families had been abused for
12 months since the allegations
were published in the media.

Police are no closer to
finding out who slashed
Polly’s snout and injured her
internally, or who decapitated
the heritage chickens with a
stolen sickle.

NEW

YEAR’S
EVE

Five course menu

BY

7PM | $198 PER PERSON

Bookings Essential 02 6639 2105 reservations@thebyronatbyron.com.au

sparkling wine on arrival

Live music from Soul’'d

S RPESSREARRTES 8o SIRIA -

Canapeés and glass of

ON

at Byron

RICHMOND RIVER |

RENTERS AND
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

© AFAIR PRICE FOR SOLAR
. . N : S

%Y

I have introduced legislation in parliament that sets a fair :
price for solar in NSW. We have nearly 3,000 rooftop solar :
users in the Ballina electorate alone, it's time the NSW
Conservation Australia, Ballina Shire council, and citizen
: scientists, to improve the health of the Richmond River.

government set a minimum fair feed-in-rate for rooftop solar.

| WATER QUAL\TY

| am working with water scientists from the University of :
New England, Associate Professor Darren Ryder and Dr :
Sarah Mika (pictured with me above) as well as Oz Fish, :

| hosted a Renters Rights Forum in Bryon Bay with stellar
panel members, Anglicare North Coast, NSW Greens, North
Coast Community Housing and Social Futures. Removing
¢ no-grounds evictions and giving tax credits to landlords who
: provide below-market rental rates and long leases, were the
: two big take-aways.

Meerschaum Vale, near Ballina, was once a quiet leafy area
but now is being prepared for the Pacific Highway upgrade,

affecting residents and wildlife. We are demanding that the NSW

Government act to prevent this wildlife disaster. Take action to
save our koalas: tamarasmith.org.au/save_koalas_ballina

: The Greens have been standing with the LGBTIQ community
“since the beginning of the Marriage Equality campaign.
Hopefully by the time you read this all our friends will be :
: getting married. Well done to everyone who campaigned for
this historic justice. :

As NSW Greens Education spokesperson | stood with

gthe Education Minister and stakeholders to demand the

full Gonski needs-based funding for NSW schools. | am
pushing the state and Federal governments to ensure

: that every student in every school receives the Minimum

: Resource Standard.

TAMARA SMITH, MP Office 1, 7 Moon Street, Ballina NSW 2478 T 02 6686 7522 E ballina@parliament.nsw.gov.au tamarasmith.org.au | Authorised by Tamara Smith, MP. Produced using Parliamentary entitlements. December 2017.
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Bring a cushion and popcorn

At just 690 pages, councillors may well be breathing a little easier
grappling with this Thursday’s agenda, which will be discussed
and voted upon at the Mullumbimby Chambers from gam.

So what, in part, can the intelligent and discerning public expect?

Presumably the councillor majority will ignore, oops, sorry
‘note, 2,055 signatures calling for them to ‘Rescind the motion to
implement paid parking in Bangalow! And similarly, councillors will
likely ‘note’1,828 signatures which ask to defer any consideration of
Brunswick Heads paid parking until the TPS Parking Management
Strategy is implemented. While these matters have been dealt
with already, that’s a lot of ignored voices. Bangalow residents
even took to the streets on Tuesday, occupying the spots of the
proposed meters to disrupt the commencement of work.

Moving on, one of the more contentious issues facing Council
is how to deal with a handful of residents in Broken Head’s Seven
Mile Beach Road who seem to want a public road for their own
use. There's a whacky suggestion in the report (not by staff) that a
gate be erected.

Rocks now prevent parking along the narrow dirt road, and
while the intention is to allow emergency vehicle access and
prevent the everincreasing illegal camping, the present situation is
clearly inequitable.

So staff have suggested an‘action plan for wider community
consultation’ with a $20,000 budget for ‘concept infrastructure
planning investigations and surveys for road upgrades and
investigation of traffic calming options!

Staff say in the report, ‘Seven Mile Beach Road is approximately
5.22km long and is unsealed for 4.8km... a very approximate cost
to upgrade the unsealed 4.8km section would range from $2.4m
to $3.1m!

Should this be extended to become a Broken Head bypass?
What would the neighbours think...

Moving on - a zero-emissions aspirations for Council
operations was adopted in March 2017. So how are they placed
currently?

Total emissions by sector are made up by landfill (41 per cent),
sewage treatment plants (34 per cent) and general electricity (19
per cent). There is also fleet (4 per cent), street light electricity (2
per cent) and bottled gas (0.1 per cent).

Hilariously, emissions have actually gone up in the last year
since the new left-leaning councillors were elected. It's only a
slight increase; however, moving from ‘25,500 tonnes to 26,300
tonnes of equivalent carbon dioxide (t CO2e)!

Staff say in the report, ‘At this stage it is impossible to accurately
project the reduction path without the Emissions Reduction
Strategy being written and key major projects defined and
timelined!

Thankfully there is one in the wings.

There is also a breakdown of $76,982,457.27 worth of cash that
Council has invested in credit unions and banks, 56 per cent of
which is not invested in fossil fuels. According to staff, 32 per cent
is invested in fossil fuels, while 12 per cent has an unknown status.

Heard of a Byron Energy Action Tank? It may be a while off, but
staff have diligently prepared a report scoping how Council could
create innovative projects that promote renewable energy.

For example, there is the proposed Brunswick Valley -
Sustainability Centre (Valances Road), where ‘A comprehensive
management plan has been prepared for the entire Council-
owned land parcel, including ground-mounted solar and [the]
potential for a bio-energy facility!

See - there is plenty going on and some of it is great!

Hans Lovejoy, editor
News tips are welcome: editor@echo.net.au
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No love from PM after marriage victory

alcolm Turnbull may
not have wished to
appear churlish last

Thursday after the final vote on
the same-sex marriage bill, but he
had no choice: that was his job.

So rather than following
the parliament to embrace bi-
partisanship after the long and
tortuous procedure, he had the
obligatory swipe at Bill Shorten.

Shorten, he declared, had
just played politics - the pre-
vious government had done
nothing, then the opposition
leader had opposed the original
plebiscite and then the volun-
tary survey, and now wanted
to claim a share of the credit.
Which was, of course, entirely
Turnbull's own.

Well, actually the Howard
government of which Turnbull
was a member had legislated to
destroy even the possibility of
gay and lesbian marriage, and
had dismissed Tony Abbott’s
idea of the plebiscite as an ab-
surd cop-out, and had then been
dragged kicking and screaming
to it by the Nationals and his
own right wing determined to
scuttle the idea.

He then ran with one of the
nay-sayers, Peter Dutton, to pro-
pose the voluntary survey as a
device to buy time, in the hope
that the issue could be quietly
put to bed either through a win
by the mythical silent majority
the religious right assured him
were waiting to clobber the con-
cept through a campaign of lies
and confusion, or, if a Yes major-
ity eventuated, it could be dis-
credited through a small turnout
and a discredited process.

Thus while Shorten and his
allies were out on the hustings,
our prime minister effectively
ran dead: he said he and his wife
would of course vote Yes, but it
was a decision for the people,
not the politicians. And when
he had no choice but to allow
Dean Smith’s bill into the par-
liament, he embraced a few

WE'RE OPEN OVER THE HOLIDAYS

Have you visited the

discriminatory amendments
and abstained from rejecting
others - anything not to offend
the conservative rump, now re-
vealed to be a very substantial
minority of the electorate.

Not much to boast about,
and still less to accuse Shorten
of being devious over the whole
business.

But if Turnbull was deter-
mined to drizzle on the rain-
bow parade, it was the College
of Cardinals in The Austral-
ian who really ramped up the
thunderstorm. Page after page

Archbishop Dennis Shanahan was at
least prepared to admit that politics,
and even secularism, has its place,
although it had to be subordinated to
the demands of the holy mother church.

by Mungo MacCallum x

was devoted to whingeing about
insufficient privilege for those
who profess to be religious in
order to safeguard civilisation
as we know it.

Pope Paul the Kelly, in im-
minent danger of disappear-
ing up his own fundamental-
ism, preached the infallible
truth that after all, same-sex
marriage was really a side is-
sue, almost a distraction. What
mattered was that the faithful
- well, the Christians, actually,
and of course primarily his fel-
low Roman Catholics - must
be protected from the tiresome
necessity of having to obey laws
they didn't like.

The cheering, singing and
jubilation that greeted the fi-
nal vote in parliament was not
a unifying moment - it was in
fact a sign of the deep divisions
within society (or at least the
Liberal party room, which he
apparently imagines to be the
same thing) and if there wasn’t
division now, he was ready to
unveil his sacred chainsaw to
make sure it would fester.

Call 6684 2644 to book in today

AL* 1] I_Il I.:E:.Ili-lu' .-,
Dental Centre

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm and Saturday
9am - 12pm. Closed
Christmas Day, Boxing

Day and NewYears Day

The totally unnecessary re-
view of religious freedom (as
Kelly insists on calling his theo-
cratic model) foisted upon Turn-
bull by the religious right was
now to be the new battleground,
and if Phillip Ruddock and
his fellow commissioners did
not deliver the discrimination
and preferential treatment the
Catholics wanted, well, the con-
sequences would be profound.

Kelly did not actually threat-
en that they would burn in hell
for all eternity, but the implicit
warning was clear enough. This

P

was not just another skirmish in
the endless war between good
(the Vatican) and evil (just about
everyone else); it was not even a
reprise of the medieval crusades.
This was Armageddon, and only
the true believers, his cosseted
sheep, would be saved; the oth-
ers, the goats, would be cast into
the everlasting pit.

Kelly’s fellow religionists
were not quite so extreme; Arch-
bishop Dennis Shanahan was at
least prepared to admit that poli-
tics, and even secularism, has
its place, although it had to be
subordinated to the demands of
the holy mother church. So he
will have to rely on Turnbull’s oft
repeated declaration: T just want
to reassure Australians that as
strongly as I believe in the right
of same- sex couples to marry
then even more strongly I be-
lieve in religious freedom’

As we have seen over the
saga just completed, this is not
exactly reassuring for the god-
botherers, especially since, as
always with Turnbull, there is a
loophole: ‘Religious freedom is

fundamental and it will be pro-
tected in any bill that emerges
from this parliament” The bill
that emerged was the unamend-
ed Dean Smith bill, for which
Turnbull finally voted. So we
must assume that he feels he has
fulfilled his obligations.

This, of course, infuriates
Kelly, Shanahan and the rest
of the Curia who constantly
complain about what they call
the manifest inadequacy of the
current many exemptions that
shield believers (both genu-
ine and opportunistic) from
the hardy light of legislation
that most Australians accept.
Shanahan is still fighting, hop-
ing and no doubt praying for
Turnbull to return to the fold,
although Kelly appears to have
all but given up - he is only a
step away from pronouncing
anathema and excommunicat-
ing the prime minister forever.

What they refuse to accept
is that Turnbull’s beliefs, while
possibly sincerely held at the
time, are always more than
somewhat pragmatic: as he
memorably said only a few days
ago, ‘government policy remains
the same until it is changed’

The hard fact is that Turnbull’s
beliefs are, as Graham Richard-
son once remarked rather more
directly, whatever it takes: spe-
cifically whatever it takes to sur-
vive within the party room and,
that attained for the moment, to
secure political advantage - to
attack his opponents, most im-
portantly Bill Shorten.

And now that Shorten has
attempted to outflank him
again, this time by writing to
clerics of various hues to dis-
cuss their concerns, Turnbull
will have to become even more
agile in the noble art of duck-
ing and weaving. But it was, his
backers insist, a terrific week for
him - the best in ages.

Which does not augur well
for the remaining 50 or 60 until
the next election.

Uki Butter
Bazaar Market

Last of the 70s style markets
Third Sunday of every month

Find us on
Facebook

NEXT MARKET Sunday
17 December, 8am-

FEATURING:

Legendary songman

BILL JACOBI

The 0ld Buttery Factory at hi.storic UKi Village
Just a country drive away!

Info/stallholders phone 0487 329 150.

2pm

|

PLUS
Special guest
MARK GREY

books, plants, art & _craft,
UKi historical display
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Letters

BE SEEN!

RED AND GREEN
SHOULD NEVER

EVELY ARTIST

Bold experiment

The Byron Bay Masterplan
Leadership Team is one of
our community’s boldest ex-
periments this year. Pulled
together by our Council, we
meet monthly or more, with
staff and councillors in at-
tendance.

From the start, we talked
about power-sharing and how
to be an effective guidance
group for continued discus-
sions of the masterplan. We
selected co-chairs from our
own group. We adopted guid-
ing principles. We thought we
could promote better commu-
nity-wide consultation before
implementation.

For most of this year, we
struggled with Council to
create timely communica-

Letters to the Editor

Send to Letters Editor

Aslan Shand, fax: 6684 1719
email: editor@echo.net.au
Deadline: Noon, Friday. Letters
longer than 200 words may be
cut. Letters already published

in other papers will not be
considered. Please include your
full name, address and phone
number for verification purposes.

tion processes. In April, we
did avert Sydney agencies
from paving the Railway pre-
cinct. They agreed to work
with our Masterplan process
about Railway Park.

But in October, our com-
munication with Council col-
lapsed. The problem was with
Council. Our councillors are
still unravelling how trees got
cut and the Byron Environ-
ment Centre was threatened
with eviction. Now, our col-
lective feedback to Council,
bolstered by the wider com-
munity and MP Tamara
Smith, sees the appointment
of a dedicated Council staff
liaison. We all hope this will
make us a more effective com-
munity-based group in 2018.

Now in December, our
communications within our
group are challenged. How
is volunteer membership in
this group affected by chang-
ing commercial actions? Our
talks are fierce and heated.
We don't have an answer yet.

As a member of this
group, I wish we did. Myself,
I'm upset. I know exactly
what I think. But important

painful meetings about this
continue. As a group, we are
honouring process. Please ig-
nore the many red herrings:
quotes from various people
are simply quotes from vari-
ous people. Watch this space
for news from our co-chairs.
Mary Gardner

Byron Bay

Keep it going

The overwhelming Yes vote
in the postal survey on gay
marriage shows that the polls
were right, Australians are
not the homophobic lot that
a small minority of federal
politicians want to believe
and govern for.

No doubt a referendum
to recognise Aboriginal peo-
ple in the constitution would
have a similar result. Prime
Minister Turnbull should now
ignore the racist few in par-
liament and get on with it. It
won't repair the damage done
by white people since the in-
vasion, but will be a start.

Our prime minister should
stop pandering to the handful
of racist, sexist homophobes,
and climate sceptics in the

parliament and govern on be-

half of the majority of decent,

intelligent Australians.
Louise Doran
Ocean Shores

m Despite the most damag-
ing political process and the
consequent ongoing mental/
physical anguish experienced
by the LGBTQI community,
Australia has taken a step
into maturity by granting
same-sex marriage. It has
confirmed to this community
their human rights. A gesture
of love and acceptance. A tri-
umph to grassroots activism.

Let’s now aim for the
human rights to be recog-
nised for the First People of
Australia and refugees. The
former peoples have experi-
enced 230 years of brutalisa-
tion, a history of genocide
and denial of land rights and
constitutional recognition.

Refugees are used as po-
litical pawns in Australia as
recognised by the interna-
tional community addressing
human rights.

Ponder the wars we've
been involved in. As Marvin
Gaye sings in his protest song
What's going on... it’s time to
unite, love and experience
peace. Let’s aim to reverse
the abusive paradigm that is
denying human rights. Aus-
tralians, support grassroots
activism to advance the hu-
man rights in Australia. All
we are saying is ‘Give Peace
a Chance. From an unapolo-
getic hippy.

Jo Faith
Newtown

Goodbye

I recently announced my re-
tirement from the position of
general manager with Byron
Council to spend more time
with my family and address

wl b )

some serious health issues
that I have been confronted
with over the past 12 months.

I have thoroughly enjoyed
my five years at Byron Coun-
cil and have had the privilege
to work with a group of com-
mitted and highly profes-
sional staff and many equally
committed and caring coun-
cillors. Council is indeed in
excellent hands.

As to the reason for the
timing of my retirement with
three years still to go on my
contract — I need major sur-
gery in the New Year which
will take a recovery period
of six months. My doctors
pretty much made this deci-
sion for me.

Through these pages I
would like to acknowledge
the many well-wishers who
have contacted me over the
past couple of weeks. The re-
sponse has been overwhelm-
ing and I am most grateful.

Thank you.

I also say farewell to
the small but loyal band of
Council detractors who have
regularly filled The Echo
letters page with often self-
interested, ill-informed half-
truths based on their own
longstanding predisposition
towards Council, successive
GMs and staff.

Some of these are former
councillors who ruled the
council during a period when
finances were run down, in-
frastructure (roads) funding
was slashed, and they left a
mess which recent councils
and staff had to clean up.
Credibility zero!

As a Byron Council rate-
payer of 16 years, when I
accepted this job I was well
aware that this community
is articulate, feisty and criti-
cal, and as a GM of 25 years
I have relished the oppor-

tunity to work closely with
many community members
and groups. Together we have
resolved many longstanding
legacy issues.

It is invigorating to see lo-
cal media giving such a high
profile to Council affairs - all
that needs to change is a lit-
tle fairness and balance in
reporting (not creating) the
news.

Ken Gainger
BSC General Manager

m The Echo thanks Ken
Gainger for his leadership
and service to the Shire over
the past five years and wishes
him a speedy recovery and
good health for his wel-
earned retirement - ed.

Barking mad
Dog barking neighbour no-
tification. Can we have this
too on Council’s website?
- http://www.abc.net.au/
news/2017-12-o5/ruft-justice-
ipswich-council-funds-bark-
ing-dog-website/9225336 — an
ability to notify neighbours
anonymously their dog bark-
ing is getting to you?
Len Bates
Mullumbimby

Dual citizenship
Reading between the lines it
seems as though we are go-
ing to have a referendum to
change the constitution to
sort out the mess about who
is eligible to represent us in
parliament.

It also seems that both
of the major parties are shit
scared to enter that space
because if we start to discuss
changing the constitution
we are likely to have, in the
same process, to discuss the
fact that the Commonwealth
was stolen from the oldest

continued on next page »

SAVE $200

Offer ends December 31st

Farm Care

IFs all there at Fart Care

HONDA SPECIAL

SAVE $200

ON AUSTRALIA’S BEST

RESIDENTIAL MOWERS

HRU19K1

il $699
HRU19M1
MULCH/CATCH $739
« Alloy decks

« Honda OHV engine

YOUR LOCAL HONDA DEALER
101-105 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby
www.farmcare.com.au 6684 2022

mx IRATLASS

THE RAILWAY FRIENDLY BAR, BYRON BAY
6685 7662 o therailsbyronbay.com

AND THE FAMOUS RAILS KI'TCHEN

00Z

Thursday 14 December

Friday 15 December
DAVE ORR BAND

INTERESTS...

FUN FAcT: COUNCILLORS ARE
ELECTED BY THE PEOPLE To
REPRESENT THEM AND THEIR

RIGHT?

WE WANT

THINGS TO

BAND

Saturday 16 December RELAX A
MERCY MERCY BIT
Sunday 17 December

NICOLE BROPHY

Monday 18 December
JAMIE ASHFORTH

Tuesday 19 December

CHRIS ARONSTEN

Wednesday 20 December
MATTY ROGERS

As A

RIGHT! So WwE'RE

DEVELOPING 5 STREET
COENERS AND NSTALLING
H

CoOMMONITY, S
NoT A Commobity!

¢H RISES ON THE
! (SLAND!!

TRAFFIC
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CHESS 1y lan Rogers

Play at Byron Services Club, Mon 7pm

The potential death of chess
came into view this week when
Google’s recently purchased
DeepMind division unleashed
the AlphaZero chessplaying
program.

DeepMind specialises in self-
learning computers, a technique
which was used over the past
year to beat the best go players
in the world in a game thought
to be too complicated to be mas-
tered by computers.

AlphaZero, given only the
rules of chess with no openings
or endgames, played against
itself for four hours. By then
AlphaZero had taught itself so
much that it beat the best chess-
playing computer in the world,
Stockfish, 64-36 in a 100 game
match without losing a game.

DeepMind’s paper on the
project has not yet been peer-
reviewed but the published
games are nothing short of sen-
sational to human eyes. Time
and again AlphaZero sacrifices
material for piece activity, with
the payoff only apparent many,
many moves later - as if for-

mer World Champion Mikhail
Tal, constantly criticised by his
contemporaries for winning
with ‘unsound’ sacrifices, had
returned in computer form.

After its four hours of self-
learning AlphaZero has already
concluded that some standard
openings, such as the King’s
Indian Defence, are inferior,
and given another four hours
might provide other remarkable
insights.

It's more likely that DeepMind
will turn to other tasks, such as
creating a computer that could
teach itself to translate languag-
es perfectly or perhaps even
make an aeroplane from parts.

However, in chess AlphaZero
is already, in the words of one
scientist, a Godzilla in a world
of geckos.

WEDDING DJ

Call Max on

0427 675 066
www.byronbayweddingdj.biz

2018 EDITION OUT NOW
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NORTEC tosses local businesses out of the nest

NORTEC has announced
that they are getting out of
business incubation and put-
ting their resources into other
business development.

The reason they are doing
this is they don’t have the ex-
pertise to run the incubators.

Following the merger of
BETC and TTEC in 2007
NORTEC took over the man-
agement of the incubators,
previously managed success-
fully by BETC since 1996, with
the opening of the first small-
business incubator in Ballina.

A network of regional in-
cubators followed with the
Byron incubator built in the
industrial estate in 1999. The
Mullum incubator was estab-
lished at the site of the Com-
munity College and another
incubator at Goonellabah.

These incubators were rec-
ognised as a unique model
of incubation in Australia,
the majority of incubators in
Australia are in large cities,
and the BETC network was
recognised with international
awards.

Two key components of in-
cubator management are the

provision of business support
and advice on a weekly basis
and that tenants only occupy
the incubator for two to three
years, giving new businesses
an opportunity to become
established. Feedback is that
these key components have
not been provided.

All these incubators were
funded by a combination of
community assets and cash
from the state and federal
governments. The majority
of the funding came from the
federal government. After
completion of a contract pe-
riod the assets were owned by
the community organisation.

When the merger took
place in 2007 the understand-
ing was that these commu-
nity assets would remain in
the community in trust and
managed by NORTEC.

If the incubators are sold,
for millions of dollars, this will
not be looked upon favourably
by the community or govern-
ment. It is highly unlikely that
the government would give a
large amount of money to an-
other organisation if the assets
are then sold off.

A solution would be for
NORTEC to hand the incu-
bators over to an organisa-
tion prepared to take over
their management. If this
is not done the sale of these
valuable assets will be seen as
nothing but a cash grab.

Once sold these buildings
will no longer be incubators
but just another real estate
development.

The Ballina incubator was
sold by NORTEC in 2016.

Garry Bargh
BETC Manager, 1989-2007

m NORTEC have just in-
formed local startup busi-
nesses in their incubator
complexes in Byron, Mul-
lum, and Goonellabah that
they will all need to find new
premises before 19 January
2018. Lets get it clear - they
have apparently not done an-
ything legally wrong as far as
tenancy laws go. However the
timing is disgusting - Merry
Christmas to all affected by
this decision!

Most small businesses do
not take time off - Christmas
is often the only chance own-

ers and staff get to have an
unpaid break with no income
- but at least it is usually
something to look forward
to — fewer worries and more
fun for once.

However, thanks to
NORTEC’s decision, these
businesses now have the un-
expected high costs of finding
rental bond, removalist fees,
setting up new phones, inter-
net access etc associated with
moving a business - just as
they are about to try to have
some leave without pay over
the holiday period.

So we will be spending
our ‘down time’ moving, co-
ordinating and organising the
move, or fretting about the lo-
gistics and costs of it. Thanks,
guys. Really impressed with
your concept of ‘incubation’

NORTEC are selling off
their complexes untenanted;
not sure what sort of com-
mercial decision that is: I
would have thought poten-
tial landlords would prefer a
complex that was at least a
half occupied.

Mary-Anne Meginess
Wollongbar

» continued from page 13
culture on the earth and that
we haven't paid the rent let
alone faced the ownership
discussion.

Central to ownership in
our economic system is in-
heritance law. We haven't
dealt with the disinherited
and dispossessed. Instead we
are complaining about what
the Aboriginal community is
costing us. We complain that
they are sitting around getting
drunk and playing cards when
their amazing culture was sto-
len and they are left with the
dregs of our culture. Who will
lead us out of this mess?

Jim Nutter
Main Arm

m It is so nice to see Malcolm’s
happiness at the return of
Barnaby. But was Barnaby
really resurrected as a result
of Malcolm’s leadership? I
suspect he won because the
New England electorate are
a bit tired of the Australian
Government and the alterna-
tive of an (almost) New Zea-
lander in Canberra is nearly
as good as being governed
out of Wellington. Could we
also have a nationalised Hel-
en Clark for PM?
Harald Ehrlich
Suffolk Park

Spirited away

In my letter last week I asked
where the spirit from the
Shire had gone. I was scared
that the local spirit I see here

in Brunswick Heads would
be damaged by the introduc-
tion of paid parking.

It may not seem obvious
why this would be the case.
However, I have watched and
been involved in the many
homegrown local events and
seen firsthand the local pas-
sion from various groups that
help create and maintain the
Simple Pleasures ethos.

All of these events and
projects require people who
volunteer out of ‘love, not for
money.

Local community groups
such as the Surf Club, Rotary
and others benefit too.

These homegrown events
that help cement the vision
of Brunswick are financed
through sponsorship from
our small businesses; any
downturn in the economy
and this generous sponsor-
ship would have to be the first
thing to go.

But then what? Generous
sponsorship and love of com-
munity and the hard work of
various people are what help
to keep the town alive, eco-
nomically viable and full of
spirit. Without the spirit, you
take away the motivation.

Cherie Heale
Brunswick Heads

A little boxy

If you want to have a look at
the style of development of the
NSW Soil Conservation Ser-
vice, take a look at the site of
the old Tweed Tourist Office

on the corner of Bay Street in
Tweed Heads, opposite Tweed
Mall. It is energy efficient and
the Soil Conservation people
are very proud of it, but it is a

little... boxy.
Plan well and good luck.
Tracey Stride
Coorabell

E-zone opposition

Jan Barhams article (Letters,
November 29) presented an
overly simplistic and hysteri-
cal sounding ‘end-of-days’
scenario, in which Byron
Shire’s entire ecosystem will
collapse if E-zones aren’t
regimentally enforced asap.
Baseless and emotive state-
ments such as “.. there will
be a loss of biodiversity that
can never be replaced’ are not
only inflammatory, they are
incorrect.

Much of the private land
that has been earmarked for
E2 classification has been
done so because those pri-
vate owners have spent years
- without government or
Council assistance - regen-
erating their property. They
have done so at their own
expense and effort, and out
of a genuine love for the en-
vironment.

So, why are so many land-
owners opposed to their
properties being zoned E2?

There are several con-
cerns. One is that many ac-
tivities that are permitted for
all other Byron Shire resident,
will no longer be allowed on

a property in an E-zone. In
an E2 zone you may not be
permitted to build a granny
flat (secondary dwelling.)

Others who, instead of
regenerating their land have
kept it cleared and been
zoned as ‘rural, have no re-
strictions placed upon them.

In one case a local was
shocked to discover that an
E2 zone is proposed for his
entire five-acre block. The
building of any new dwell-
ing (either primary or sec-
ondary) is prohibited on land
zoned E2, leaving him with
nothing but a rates bill, and
a block of unusable, unsale-
able land.

The other bone of conten-
tion is that of ‘existing use’
Landowners will only be
permitted to continue the ac-
tivities that have been taking
place over the past two years.
If you had been considering
a change of use from, say,
cattle grazing to growing ba-
nanas, this is not permitted.
Implications for landowners
are: (1) this limits opportuni-
ties for diversification, and a
more stable income, (2) land
left fallow for more than two
years can no longer be farmed
at all, and (3) resale value of
the land is greatly diminished
owing to the restrictions.

Now, before people start
tub-thumping about how
farming shouldn’t be allowed
in the region at all, the fact
remains that you can’t inhibit

continued on page 16 »
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furniture & homewares

VAST BALLINA HAS EVERITHING YOU NEED TO CREATE

A BEAUTIFUL HOME THIS ENTERTAINING SEASON.
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ballina@vastinterior.com.au
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» continued from page 14
or remove a person’s liveli-
hood and just expect that
they’ll manage ‘somehow,
and nor should they have to
wear the devaluation of their
land without some form of
compensation.

Ms Barham emotively urg-
es readers to ‘stand up for bio-
diversity. E-zones fail in this
regard as there is no plan with
regards to actively expand-
ing and protecting biodiver-
sity on private land: theres no
planting program, funding for
revegetation. In many cases,
land that has been targeted
as potential E2 land is in fact
covered with camphor laurels
or other noxious weeds. ‘Bio-
diversity protection’ is mean-
ingless when not backed up
with resources.

It is easy to champion the
need for tighter land-use con-
trols when living in town on a
quarter-acre block or the pro-
hibition of secondary dwell-
ings when your own right to
build isn’t being threatened,
and the value of your land
keeps going up, not down. It’s
another thing entirely when
the longevity of your financial
existence is in jeopardy, and
you are being left with land
that is virtually unsellable...

But it really sticks in my
craw when a person who has
spent the last 30 years ‘doing

the right thing’ and regenerat-
ing their land is referred to as
being ‘greedy’ for the simple
crime of opposing the more
punitive and unfair aspects of
the E-zone regulations.
Maria Thompson
Main Arm

m Jan Barham is asking us all
to make submissions to save
the environment by forcing
E-zones on the rural dwell-
ers of this Shire while she is
happy to live on her bit of
paradise that has been carved
out of the coastal habitat at
Broken Head.

Maybe she should let the
bush on her boundary re-
generate on her land as the
coastal habitat is the most
endangered habitat in NSW,
probably Australia.

Allan Cason
Main Arm

Shark net

I wish to correct information
contained in the Northern
Star article on the shark net
protest.

They stated that the ‘mesh-
ing program saw 36 target
sharks trapped in the nets in
the 2016/17 financial year...

This is incorrect, accord-
ing to the data summary of
the first trial’s results on the
official DPI website. The of-
ficial statistics on the DPI

Summary advise: Nets: Total
species caught: 275; Target
shark species caught: nine;
Total non-target animals:
266.

Data for significant ex-
amples of ‘non’ target species
caught: Four dolphins; one
grey nurse; eight loggerhead
turtles, three green turtles.
Target species represented
three per cent of total animals
caught. Percentage of animals
released alive: 47 per cent.

Smart Drumlines: Total
species caught: 39; Target
shark species caught: 36; To-
tal non-target animals: three:

Data for significant ex-
amples of target species rep-
resented 92 per cent of total
animals caught. Percentage
of animals released alive: 97
per cent.

The nets caused horren-
dously disproportionate en-
vironmental destruction, and
for very little ‘benefit; in com-
parison to the drumlines.

Mel Mott
Lennox Head

The price of me
The fact that The Echo would
print a photograph of me
dressed up as Christ Jesus 18
years ago only proves that the
silly season is upon us.

This stunt was not down
to the Council staff; it was in
fact the elected councillors

who drove me to it. Cr Ross
Tucker had moved a censure
against me on the supposed
basis of my unconventional
behaviour, but in reality be-
cause I was frustrating the
right-wing agenda. I thought
Tucker’s motives were obvi-
ous and didn't even prepare a
reply to his motion.

I was wrong - that is, I
overestimated the intelli-
gence of my fellow council-
lors. Councillors Coman,
Ermacora and Hoskins (my
notional allies) went out of
their way to dump on me in
a quite personal way.

Tucker demonstrated his
skill in terms of assessing
people’s resentments and ex-
ploiting them - which is what
the right wing always do so I
had no right to be surprised.

I was disappointed the
Byron News urged my de-
parture. It was quite nasty all
round really. The price of be-
ing me. The censure motion
was passed but as it had no
teeth it only offended me as
much as I allowed it to.

For the next meeting I
dressed up as the crucified JC,
complete with cross. I recall
as I entered the meeting that
everyone was grinning except
Ross Tucker: I knew then that
my ‘rehabilitation’ had been
successfully commenced.

One practical conse-

quence though was that GM
Ray Kent decided I no longer
had any authority or credibil-
ity and thereafter refused to
put into the agenda any no-
tice of motion he objected to.
This meant that I would have
had to take him to the Su-
preme Court to get my stuff
in, which I wasn't prepared to
do at that stage.

I punished Mr Kent soon
afterwards by arriving early at
a meeting and taking his seat
next to Mayor Kingston. I po-
litely declined the request to
go back to my usual seat. Two
hours into the meeting Jenny
Coman moved an ‘urgency’
motion that the meeting ask
me again to get the hell out
of that seat, a request that I
again politely declined with
the appropriate polite smirk,
of course. Soon afterwards
Council voted as to who
would sit where, so that Id be
in breach if I persisted. I had
no intention of doing it again
anyway, which would be like
telling the same joke twice.

The Echo’s other error was
to suggest that I've always
campaigned against the ‘in-
competence’ of the senior
staff. My guess is that The
Echo used this word after
consulting with its defama-
tion lawyers.

Fast Bucks
Coorabell

Choo choo
Elements management has
thought outside the box by
reactivating the old train line
from Sunrise to Byron town.
However, residents of Be-
longil are inconvenienced
and put at some risk by this
venture. It would therefore
seem appropriate to compen-
sate Belongilers by installing
a train stop at Kendall Street.
Maybe we would visit
Elements? It would also en-
courage Belongil residents to
more conveniently visit the
many businesses in the in-
dustrial estate and those in
Byron proper. We and they
are ratepayers too. What

about it?

Wendy McTavish
Belongil

Plasticides
Do people living in rural
areas who burn plastic and
whitegoods to save money
on tip fees understand that
they are releasing carcino-
genic plasticides into the at-
mosphere? What about the
wildlife who cannot retreat
to a house to escape the toxic

fumes. Don't they care?

Council picks up rubbish
free at residents’ request.
What reason do people have

for doing that?
Menkit Prince
Uki

atlas

currency
exchange

OFFICES IN
BYRON BAY Byron St
COOLANGATTA The Strand Shopping Centre, Marine Parade
BURLEIGH HEADS Stockland Shopping Centre, Burleigh Waters

INTERNATIONAL MONEY TRANSFERS
(SPOT AND FORWARD CONTRACTS)
o For Importers  For Exporters » Event Managers ¢ International Sportspersons e International Musicians

GLOBAL TRAVEL CARDS
(PRE LOADED FOREIGN CURRENCY DEBIT CARDS)
* No fee to acquire » No fee to re load ¢ Hold numerous currencies on the one card

FOREIGN BANK NOTES
(UP TO 60 DIFFERENT CURRENCIES)
e Retail BUY and SELL « Wholesale BUY and SELL

All stores open Mon-FRI 9am-5pm Sat 10am-4pm

AFS Lic 342 627 call 1300 261 090 www.atlascurrency.com.au
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to the converted, and it is a

Wildspace - Co-creating a new Learnmg Communlty is the prize

Mandy Nolan

Educator and learning ac-
tivist Juli Gassner says our
modes of teaching are out-
dated and set children up to
consume and compete, rather
than to engage and cooperate.

‘If we as parents and teach-
ers understood the damage
we can do to our children’s
precious lifelong relationship
to their learning journey by
starting on the reward/pun-
ishment cycle, none of us
would give another sticker,
certificate or prize. Not for
reading, gardening or sitting
just right’

Praise is harmful

Gasser is an advocate of
the belief that praise is harm-
ful to children.

‘The greatest tragedy is
that we think we’re doing a
kind and responsible adult
act by praising. But all we
actually do is remove chil-
dren’s deeply innate sense of
knowing and their internally
motivated passions for a life
of learning,

‘Let’s not be frightened’ she
says, of the curious questions
and unexpected pathways and
growing passions of our chil-
dren. Let’s consider, instead,

each as a gift. Let’s trust the
unique journey each is here
to explore. What a diversely
rich mosaic of life we could
live in - like a food forest in
which all that naturally grows
can freely and abundantly do
so. Sounds like a healthy com-
munity doesn't it?’

Community space

Juli Gassner is one of the
three educators heading up
Wildspace, an exciting inter-
generational learning space
that endeavours to deliver
whats missing in mainstream
education - not silo learn-
ing into age or merit groups.
People come to Wildspace to
learn from each other and to
engage in the sharing of ide-
as and knowledge, creativity
and critical thinking.

This is not a school. This is
an alternative learning space
for the whole community.

‘We thought why not set
up a learning place to have
the crossover of the 16-year-
olds and 7o-year-olds listen-
ing to each other. We have
had 20-70-year-olds partici-
pating. The project is about
elders holding the young and
the young inspiring elders,
says Juli.

Wildspace is located at

Juli Gassner with Henry Coleman and Pawel Slotwinski at Wildspaces. Photo Jeff‘Spaced’ Dawson

the space that was previ-
ously known as Shearwater’s
Preschool (Main Arm Road,
Mullumbimby). She is joined
by Pawel Slotwinski and Hen-
ry Coleman pioneering Wild-
space — a model she believes
could exist in communities
all around the world.

At Wildspaces, critical
thinking, creativity and col-
laboration are key.

Pawel says that ‘part of
critical thinking is that you
can see something from dif-
ferent levels of your whole
person. You can come from
a body level, feeling, rational,
and part of critical thinking
is acknowledging that all of

This time of year,

iIs about slowing down
and appreciating the

good things...

them are valid. We try to have
experiences that try to touch
the different levels of educa-
tion. We do gazing, where we
justlook into each other’s eyes,
and we go into big-picture
activism. People come here
because they find something
that connects with them!

Wildspaces has a fluid
program and event schedul-
ing that appear to have more
of an organic rather than ‘for-
mal’ foundation.

“There is something differ-
ent every day; says Juli.

The current model has
grown out of a concept that
Pawel and Juli pioneered in
Sydney where they offered

people the opportunity to
come and sit together, cook a
meal and engage in learning.

Sunday film night

Sunday night film screen-
ings at Wildspace offer the
chance to engage in discus-
sion about the film themes .
‘It's a classic way of teaching
critical thinking, says Pawel.

Pawel believes that Mul-
lumbimby is the right fit to
pioneer Wildspaces.

‘We were looking for a
community that was open to
a project that doesn't fit a box
very neatly, but we wanted a
community that needed us
a little bit. We are preaching

The way it should be

FIND OUR BEERS AT YOUR LOCAL OR DROP INTO OUR TASTING ROOM

TASTING ROOM OPENING HOURS AND TOUR TIMES -
stoneandwood.com.au/book-a-tour

STONE & WOOD BREWERY
BYRON ARTS & INDUSTRY ESTATE
4 BORONIA PLACE, BYRON BAY

@ ¥ @stoneandwood f Stone and Wood Brewing

sticking point, but we decid-
ed that to set up for success
we had to find an alternative
community that would em-
brace our concept’

Julie believes that it’s im-
portant to start in a commu-
nity that is closely aligned
with your values.

‘My friend Helena Nor-
berg Hodge says the mistake
people often make is trying
to convert people who don’t
have common beliefs. If you
start with people who have
some shared beliefs, you can
become a role model for the
next community. It has to
start from a point of strength’

Wildspaces is funded
entirely by donation and is
dependent on community
support.

‘When people walk in the
door we ask them to think
how they are placed in the
financial world, says Gassner.

‘If you are financially val-
ued we like you to think about
the price society pays you and
donate in accordance!

They are setting up a Go-
FundMe project to help with
funding the program. Find
out about Wildspace at wild-
space.net.au or on Facebook.

All community welcome!

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au
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A year of Trumps: Trump, widely designated ‘a fuckmg moron; still standing tall on his hind legs

Phillip Frazer

After Trumpss first year on the
job, actually most of it on the
golf course, a fair percentage
of the world’s 7.6 billion people
now see that neither knowl-
edge, understanding, com-
passion, nor concern for the
planet press his buttons. We
can only hope that he doesn’t
press the button, and kill un-
told millions of us, which I
reckon he’s odds on to do.

This crooked real estate
moocher entered the White
House with no plan other
than to undo every socially
useful thing President Oba-
ma did, and be his bullying
self. He gave top jobs in his
administration to people
whod given him campaign
money, also to people who
promised to demolish the
agencies he hired them to
manage (eg climate change
denier Scott Pruitt to run the
EPA into the ground), and to
fellow business alpha-males
like ex-boss of Exxon-Mobil
Rex Tillerson who knew jack
shit about affairs of state, to
be secretary of state.

Mad dog military

Numerous Trump first-
round picks soon quit or
were fired or indicted, and to
take their places in marched
a clutch of retired gener-
als from the mad dog end
of the military spectrum.
Trump likes these shoot-first
guys but they know as lit-
tle about politics and policy
as Trump does. So now the
void in planning and policy
has been filled by a club of
multi-billionaires who share
a devotion to replacing gov-
ernment for the people with
government for corporations
and very wealthy individu-

Of all the images, cartoons, and photos of Trump in his first
year, this wins the Gropers of the World first prize. President
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi of Egypt, King Salman of Saudi Arabia, and
Melania and Donald Trump, with a globe in the Global Center
for Combating Extremist Ideology in Riyadh, May 2017. Buzzfeed

als. Trump’s happy to let them
wreck the social system and
cut his and their taxes.

How nuts are his
mates?

Trump’s cohort are on a
mission not just to end Amer-
ica’s experiment with incor-
porating liberal values into
their political and legal sys-
tems, but to shut down most
of the ideas of the Enlighten-
ment: secularism, egalitari-
anism, inherent rights, and
universal anything. And now,
in this post-Harvey Wein-
stein era, comes the ultimate
threat, the apotheosis of po-
litical correctness, its name is
‘ending the patriarchy’ This
must be slain with monstrous
lances of the hottest steel by a
mighty warrior, and buffoon
Trump is their man.

‘He’s tough! He’s a killer!
I want a killer as president!”
shouted Corey Lewandowski,
the president’s ex-campaign
manager, on US ABC net-
work talk show The View last
week. ‘You do?’ said the inter-

viewer, Joy Behar. ‘Absolute-
ly"” Lewandowski roared, ‘I
want to make sure that we are
the toughest, greatest in the
world and that we are safe’
The breadth and depth of
disillusionment and disgust
with these bozos is almost
at the tipping point, where
Washington's warring factions
will find a way to tip Trump
out of town. But then what?

What is to be
done?

‘The Democrats are unable
to defend the United States
of America from the most
vicious, ignorant, corporate-
indentured, militaristic, anti-
union, anti-consumer, anti-
environment, anti-posterity
[Republican Party] in history’
- Ralph Nader, lifelong de-
fender of American citizens
against persecution by corpo-
rations and government.*

The Democratic Party is di-
vided between the Clintonites
and the ‘left. The Clinton
party is pro-mega-corpora-
tions, but also more generous

than Republicans are toward
the poor, women, ethnic and
racial minorities, and im-
migrants. This branch of the
Dems backed away from la-
bor unions, peace-seekers,
and serious environmentalists
and gender reformers in the
1980s, because they figured
they could only get enough
money to win elections if they
took donations from corpo-
rations - whom they would
have to be generous to once in
government.

Now the Clintonites are
reeling from Hillary’s defeat
and Bill's no-longer-defenda-
ble sex history, but the ‘left’ or
progressive side of the Dems
is fractured - and frozen out
of the corporate media. Pro-
gressives don't have the num-
bers or a strategy to take over
the party.

All this is obscured by
more immediate news-mag-
nets like sexual predation,
same-sex marriage, and Rus-
sians hacking Hillary’s emails,
and by Trump himself, a use-
ful idiot distracting the media
and the masses with his rants
about trade - “You foreigners
will pay now that 'm Amer-
ica’s dealmaker” (they won't;
hé’s not) - and his wall.

Even if special prosecu-
tor Robert Mueller assem-
bles enough charges to dump
Trump, the ‘resistance’ still
has to get Americans to reg-
ister and vote to end Repub-
lican rule.

Bob Borosage, who has
been fighting for The People
since I first met him in the
70s, names a handful of Dem-
ocrats who are on the ball:
Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth
Warren, Sherrod Brown, Jeff
Merkley, Keith Ellison, and
Pramila Jayapal, and move-
ment groups Our Revolu-

Who are the world S best coIIaboratlve problem solvers?

Global problem solvers are
in high demand and a new
study by the OECD showed
that 15-year-old girls outper-
formed boys in collaborative
problem solving in every
country around the world.
‘Girls show more positive
attitudes towards relation-
ships, meaning that they tend
to be more interested in oth-
ers opinions and want oth-
ers to succeed, said Andreas
Schleicher, director of the
Directorate of Education and
Skills at the OECD.
Schleicher also notes that
‘strong academic skills will not
automatically lead to strong
social skills. Part of the answer
lies in giving students more
ownership over the time,
place, path, pace, and inter-
actions of their learning. An-

other part of the answer can
lie in fostering more positive
relationships at school and
designing learning environ-
ments that benefit students’
collaborative problem-solving
skills and their attitudes to-
wards collaboration’

The first ever assessment of
collaborative problem-solving
skills aims to help countries
and economies see where

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au

their students stand in relation
to their peers in other educa-
tion systems. Students in 52
countries completed this test
in addition to the main OECD
PISA 2015 Survey on Science,
Mathematics and Reading.
‘In a world that places a
growing premium on social
skills, education systems need
to do much better at foster-
ing those skills systematically

across the school curriculum,
said OECD secretary-general
Angel Gurria.

Students who access the
internet or social networks
outside of school score slight-
ly higher than other students
while students who play vid-
eo games outside of school
score slightly lower in col-
laborative problem-solving
than students who do not
play video games.

Fostering positive relation-
ships at school can benefit stu-
dents’ collaborative problem
solving skills, especially when
involving students directly.
Schools could organise more
social activities to encourage
this, as well as provide teacher
training on classroom man-
agement and tackle bullying,
the report concluded.

tion, People’s Action, Black
Lives Matter, Indivisible, Mo-
veOn, plus a ‘tide of energised
women voters — all of whom
might help the Dems win one
or both houses of Congress
next November.

But both the Clinton
Dems and indefatigable left-
ies like Borosage are unable
to see what the problem is, so
they can't find a solution, let
alone a mission.

I suggest that no coun-
try, not the USA nor Aus-
tralia, nor any other nation,
should be run by a bunch of
businessmen, and yet they

are — we are. Yes, most elite
politicians and government
managers have law degrees
but their habitat is the sky-
scrapers and white papers of
big business. They need to be
replaced by nurses, teachers,
tradies, geeks, shopkeepers
and shoplifters. There’s a mis-
sion for us all - how do we
make it happen?

*Disclosure statement: Phil-
lip Frazer was a consultant on
Ralph Nader’s Green Party pres-
idential campaign in 2000 so his
political judgments should be
seen in that light. Read more of
them at coorabellridge.com

WHAFS'NEW

TRUE WHEEL CYCLES
CHRISTMAS SALE

Making Christmas shopping easy with 20% off
sale storewide* Will also store for Xmas!

We stock a large variety of bicycle types and
brands, which suits most of our customers,
as we aren’t pushing only one brand or style
of bike. Come test-ride e-bikes from our

comprehensive range.

Visit us at our new shopfront, still at the same
shop (just a bit smaller). Where True Wheel
offers old school quality and service, having
been part of the community for 27 years.

The first Christmas without Jay, we hope that
he is enjoying his well earned rest in this busy

season.

David and the True Wheel team thank the
community for their ongoing support. Holiday

greetings !

Trading up to Xmas, last day of trading 23 Dec.
(Pleas note: Xmas Eve is a Sunday, so we’ll be

closed)

* excluding ebikes

True Wheel Cycles Ph 6684 1959
19 Tincogan St Mullumbimby

Free Christmas Lay-by

J""-\.

Still at
19 Tincogan Street,
Mullumbimby

6684 1959

shop@truewheelcycles.com
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L SHOPILOCAL &IWIN!

Spend $20 or more at a participating store during the Mullum Shop Local
campaign for your chance to win one of 20 $100 shopping vouchers*

An initiative of the Mullumbimby Chamber of
Commerce and proudly sponsored by The Echo

THE BYRON SHIRE

M MULLUMBIMBY 4C° /)
._ . CHAMBER OF COMMERGE 9&\ ‘ ﬂ
*Vouchers must be redeemed before March 31, 2018. Licence type:
Lottery-Trade Promotion-Single Promotion Licence number: LTPS-17-19149.

’, \’M'I'NLG_I s o
T\@w_d_, WEEK 3 WINNERS

and where they shopped
Mullumbimby is a Selam B

great place for your Devine Quality Meats
last-minute Christmas Kerrie Sawyer,

shopping! Santa Claus Mullumbimby IGA
is coming to town on Dani Suslov,
NSW Fire and Rescue Mullum Mac
A , Mitre 10
Truck 388 at 5pm next aron / Shgr;e fgom/ Mullum Mac presents
Thursday 21 December. Mette, Spice It Up ni Suslov with her vaueher

\  — ——

PARTICIPATING STORES

s Allure (1) » Colleen O'Reilly Optometrist (10) = Main Arm Mechanical (19)

» Art Piece Gallery (2) s Court House Hotel (11) » Mimi & Flo (20)

» Bird’s Nest Hair (3) a Crystal Castle (12) » James Hardware & Electrical
» Bridglands (4) » Devine Quality Meats (13) Mitre 10 (21)

» Bud Baby Shop (5) s Dolphin Office Choice (14) * Mullum Bakery (22)

» Buon Appetito (6) 1 Eden’s Landing (15) » Mullum Chemsave (23)

= Byron Bay Pork & Meats (7) = Hook & Cooked (16) * Mullumbimby Disposals (24)
» Cactus Hill Project (8)  Liberty Mullumbimby (17) = Mullum Instyle Living (25)

» Chincogan Mechanical (9) = Main Arm General Store (18) = Mullum Mac (26)
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Neot)am

Have you asked yourself if the pan that you cooking with is healthy as the food
that’sinit?

At Neoflam we strive to create innovative, playful and stylish designer cookware and
kitchenware, 100 per cent FREE from harmful chemicals or toxins and Teflon™ free as
well, applying the most cutting-edge concepts, technologies and materials.

We are committed to minimising environmental footprints for future generations by
using natural, eco-friendly, sustainable sources and production methods.

By educating, creating awareness and re-igniting your passion for toxin-free healthy
lifestyle and a cleaner environment, Neoflam’s greatest mission is to help you achieve
this by sharing our healthy cookware and kitchenware with you.

Join the health revolution and find the ideal gift for you or your loved one.

www.neoflam.com.au

L A

)
2

NEOFLamM

Cookware for healthy living

ﬁ I.

"Y' CLEARANCE ITEM 40%-70% OFF

100% Chemical & Toxin Free

COOKWARE, CUTTING BOARDS, KNIFE SETS, KITCHENWARE,
STAINLESS STEEL VACUUM SEALED WATER BOTTLES, BAKEWARE

7—21 December, Weekdays 10-2pm
Unit 2, 13 Towers Dr, Mullumbimby
www.neoflam.com.au
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Kiva Spa

Kiva Spa is nestled in a bamboo grove, in a quiet secret garden, down a back lane in
Mullumbimby. It is a magical sanctuary that people flock to from near and far.

They come because they feel restored and re-energised after a Kiva visit. More relaxed,
more connected, softer and more available. That is why often gift vouchers are given
to loved ones at this time of year.

The combined effects of four hot magnesium spas, steam room, wood-heated sauna
and plunge pool does wonders for body and soul. All this is contained within a tropical
garden. Itis delicious in the rain and delightful in the sun.

We also have 45 of the best massage therapists in the area at your service. When you
combine a massage and/or a facial from Eminence Organics with the bathhouse the
effects can be quite transformational.

At this time of busy-ness and high stress remember to practise unconditional
friendliness towards yourself and come to Kiva for time out.

www.thekivaspa.com | 6684 4811

it

'/

o AR

1.

GIFT VOUCHERS FROM $25

02 6684 4811 ~ thekivaspa.com
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organic Beavty CHRISTMAS AT
Organic Beauty by Kamon uses organic-certified products and has created an eco-
friendly, organic and sustainable salon in Byron Bay. “"LL““ & “B“ BmcﬂTon

Kamon is an internationally experienced beauty therapist with extensive knowledge
in skincare and beauty therapy. She brings an in-depth understanding of all skin types
with her and can prescribe a personalised La Clinica skincare program to address your
individual needs.

Kamon’s eyebrow shaping is famous locally and abroad; her attention to detail
leaves you looking and feeling your absolute best. Kamon also provides the ultimate
treatment in manicures and pedicures, and her application of Shellac and Bio
Sculpture is of an outstanding quality. Kamon’s gentle touch and serene nature will
have you floating until your next visit.

1 Acacia Street, Byron Bay | 6685 5545

feast on Jocal £ood
his Christmas saTa vasiTinG

Make your Christmas feast a local one this year with the fantastic produce on offer at AND FRIDAY 22ND

New Brighton and Mullumbimby Farmers Markets.

Try a nitrate-free naturally smoked Christmas ham, pastured free-range chicken, local LIV’E 'MUSI{:. & KI'DS ENTS

Sydney rock oysters or fresh locally caught seafood ==
YAEYTostoy yeate THROUGHOUT THE FESTIVE

Local cheeses, fresh dips, olives and nuts make great Christmas nibbles and there are SEASON

plenty of fresh and delicious locally grown seasonal fruit and veges available now.

For the perfect Christmas gift, grab a basket and throw in some goodies like choc- 1
b

coated macadamias, local coffee beans, homemade pickles and sauces, local honey, NEW B_RI__GHTQH

bush-food spices and teas, hemp seeds, cordials, jams, or raw chocolate and fudge. g NILL BE CLOSED

ON TUESDAY R&TH =

Santa is dropping in on Tuesday 19 December (New Brighton) and Friday 22 December
(Mullumbimby), so bring the kids and make a morning of it.
* New Brighton Farmers Market every Tuesday 8am-11am

o Mullumbimby Farmers Market every Friday 7am-11am

EVERY FRIDAY "~ ~ TUESDAYS
7.11AM

- 8-11AM

BEAUTY"

BY KAMON

waxing | spraytan | eyes | nails | facials
eyelash lifting | eyelash extensions

PROUDLY USING CERTIFIED ORGANIC
LA CLINICA PRODUCTS

1 Acacia St, Byron Bay | ph. 02 6685 5545
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Lit4le Polli ¢ he Blackbird

If you have not yet discovered Little Polli & the Blackbird, the store is stocked full of
unique Christmas gift ideas. You can find creative crafts for kids, novelty items ideal
for that secret santa gift, and beautiful handcrafted jewellery, clothing accessories and
homewares.

Little Polli & the Blackbird is Lismore’s exclusive stockist for Elk, Maiocchi, Polli,
Nancybird, B.sirius, Status Anxiety, Rare Rabbit, Glasshouse Fragrances, Holiday,
Brave and True, Emily and Fin, Olga de Polga, Cotton Village, Rasaleela and the store’s
very own label, Selop.

Come in and visit the Polli girls: Sharon, Tanya and Rose Poles - they offer exceptional
service and friendly advice. They love helping their customers find the perfect outfit or
that special gift - especially at Christmas!

The store has a wonderful Wish List - a gift register of sorts that allows your loved
ones to find you the perfect Christmas gift - and you still get a surprise.

Gift vouchers are also available for those who can be tricky to buy for. They’ve got it
all covered at Little Polli & the Blackbird.

Little Polli is spreading some Christmas cheer!!! For the 25 days of Christmas she is
giving away a $25 gift voucher daily and 4 x $100 gift vouchers on Christmas Eve. It’s
easy to enter; just spend $25 or more in either Little Polli and the Blackbird or Wild at
Heart.

Winners will be annouced daily on instagram and facebook.

Corner of Magellan & Carrington Streets, Lismore,
facebook.com/littlepolliblackbird
Phone: 0478 127 101

chrisfmas gict ideas
crom PowerMax

Sphero - These tiny spherical robots are packed with fun and learning opportunities
for kids and adults alike. Whether wanting to code or play with your pet, the Sphero
line is perfect for all holiday activities. The line includes the waterproof Sphero, its
see-through cousin Sphero SPRK+, the two-wheeled 4WD Ollie and Sphero Mini.

AirPods - These wireless Bluetooth devices work seamlessly with your iPhone, iPad or
your Mac to provide cable-free sound where you are.

With up to 40-metre playback range, Airpods also incorporate a directional beam-
forming microphone to ensure the clearest speech when on important phone calls.

The included carry case charges the Airpods between uses, for up to 24 hours of
listening time, with each charge lasting up to five hours.

Drop into PowerMax to look at these and many other perfect gifts.

www.powermaxcomputers.com.au
65 Magellan St, Lismore

The 25 days of little polli

Mchristmas cheer promotion

(J
lay-by now
for xmas

available

$25 gift voucher drawn daily
4 x $100 gift vouchers
drawn christmas eve
To go in the draw spend $25
in store or aWild at Heart

for updates on
Xmas events

complimentary
gift wrapping

Ilttle poIII the blackbfrd

gift register

CHRISTMAS
GIFT IDEAS

Apple Airpods
$229 .

Apple Watch
from $359

Apple TV 4K
from $249

PowerMax

COMZPUTTETR RS

2

65 Magellan St Lismore « 02 6622 4996

www.powermuxcomputers.com.au

A
. Authorised Reseller
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clay organic Beauvty
in Mullumbimby

Organic Beauty in Mullumbimby offers a wide range of luxury treatments and an
extensive range of quality organic skincare and cosmetics.

The salon treatment rooms offer peace and tranquillity with the convenience of
being in town.

Our fully qualified staff are trained with international standards and are
continually upskilling.

We offer new and exciting pampering treatments for all ages. Our services include
facials, massage, waxing, tinting, manicures, pedicures and spray tans to name a few.

If you are looking for that special gift for Christmas, call in and see the girls at Clay.

Gift vouchers are available to suit any budget and you can choose from more than
50 treatments and services on offer.

Sophie and the team thank all our clients for supporting our local business.
Merry Christmas.

97 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby

Phone 6684 6532
O @0 |

organic beauty

Yy

- YL
e B _--' n \'...'_j‘

¢

THE BEST
CHRISTMAS

GIFT

- |
Make an impression W|th a CLAY GIFT VOUCHER for that
elusive gift. It arrives beautifully packaged in a natural
organlc cotton sI|p for a taste of the mag|c to come.

@7 dalley street muIIumblmby 02 6684 6532

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au

Sanctum Sale

Sanctum is a local family-owned business that produces the highest quality organic
skincare range loved by locals, visitors and an ever-expanding international market.

The annual Sanctum sale is an eagerly anticipated event, and with savings of up to

50 per cent off across the range, it is the perfect time to procure lovely gifts to pamper
family and friends this Christmas. No doubt you deserve a little pampering too,

so don’t leave yourself off the list!

Every Sanctum product is vegan, cruelty free and recyclable. All products in the range
have 70 per cent certified organic ingredients and many products are more than

95 per cent certified organic, so you know by choosing Sanctum you are treating the
planet, its creatures and yourself with respect.

Sanctum up to 50 per cent off sale.
14-15 and 18-19 December only. Shop 5 Lucky Lane, Billinudgel.

SQNCtuM

Factory Outlet

sale

up to 50% off

Organic & Natural Skincare, Australian Made,
Vegan, Cruelty FREE & Recyclable.

Skin, body, hair, baby, men & cleaning products.

18 & 19th December
ONLY!

Come & visit us from 9am till 5pm to our Factory
Shop: 5-9 Lucky Lane, Billinudgel.

14,15,
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BooKS - the perkect gict!

THE BAREFOOT INVESTOR: | wish that | had read this book when | was twenty years
old. It’s no secret in our house that all of the kids are getting a copy for Christmas. This
is a no-nonsense (and sometimes seriously funny) book about getting your finances
under control with realistic and achievable methods and goals. The author is Scott
Pape and, like Jaime Oliver, his passion and enthusiasm make finances and financial
management seem simple and achievable for all of us. This bestseller is the only
money guide you’ll ever need.

We'll give 20 per cent off to the first ten copies sold to readers of The Echo.

I’m currently reading Mrs M by Luke Slattery. It’s an historical fiction about Lady
Elizabeth Macquarie, wife of Governor Lachlan Macquarie who travelled to the
Antipodes in 1810. On arrival, she and her husband form an alliance with the
‘architect’ of Sydney and jointly become responsible for the wonderful public lands
spanning the area from the Sydney Opera House to Wooloomooloo.

Books: the perfect gift for your friends and loved ones this Christmas.

Bookworms & Papermites - an awesome little bookshop in the heart of
Bangalow! Phone 6687 1396.

The clay Barn

The Clay Barn is running school holiday workshops in December 2017 and January
2018. See advertisement for dates and times.

Casual group adult classes run Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9.30am.
Email info@theclaybarn.com.au for further information.

We also offer kiln-firing services.

Interested in making big pots? Zani, owner of the Clay Barn, has just returned from
Gaya Ceramic Arts Centre in Ubud, Bali, learning new techniques in big pot building.
Great methods taught aimed at women being able to achieve large pots whatever
their skill level.

March 2018 brings international ceramic artist Eric Landon, owner of the Tortus Studio
in Copenhagen, to The Clay Barn for a master demonstration class. Details to be
announced soon on our Instagram @theclaybarn. Stay tuned!

Book your staff Christmas party at The Clay Barn, come and make your own ceramic
cups for the office! Groups minimum six and maximum 12, cost $100 per head
includes clay and firings. Call to book.

www.theclaybarn.com.au

BOOKWORMS & PAPERMITES

If you are wondering what to buy your friends and
loved ones this Christmas, books make the perfect gift.

Here are some more recommendations
from the Bookworms ¢ Papermites team:

SPRINGSTEEN

ALBUM EY ALBITM

TELRT U

BOB MARLEY AND
THE WAILERS

Richie Unterberger

SPRINGSTEEN
ALBUM BY ALBUM

Ryan White

BOOKS — THE PERFECT GIFT!

Tex Perkins

=

P oh

B T T
o
BOWIE 437
ILLUE'P&,,VA!I'EEBHSEI'ORY —— ALBU'Ie/ICB/YD,&:LBU M
, Lucy Desoto .
Pat Gilbert 4 Martin Popoff

BOOKWORMS & PAPERMITES

An awesome little bookshop in the heart of Bangalow!

Bangalow Newsagency | 6687 1396

bangalownews@optusnet.com.au
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Barn

Kids School Holiday Workshops

December Monday 18th and Thursday 21st
9am till 12pm
AND
January 2018 Tuesday 16th, Thursday 18th,
Tuesday 23rd and Thursday 25th

$75 all inclusive 8 years and up.
Includes hand building, decorating and texture.
1035A Hinterland Way, Bangalow
Limited spaces. Book via info@theclaybarn.com.au

Zani 0417 867 801

Byron Shire Echo archives: www.echo.net.au/byron-echo
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HOME LI\IING

KAMBROOK
POWERMIX PLANETARY
BENCH MIXER

j SAVE $50

4

-

99

NAVIG [8]R MITSUBISHI

CRASH CAMERA ELECTRIC WALL
1080 resolution, wide FAN WITH REMOTE

DYSON
V6 ANIMAL EXTRA

Direct Drive cleaner head. &5%
more brush bar power than a Dyson
V6 Cord-Free. Mini motorised tool
removes pet hair and ground-in
dirt. Powered by the Dyson digital

motor V6
SAVE $100

angle lens

PREMIUM Y/
QUALITY /.

LA-Z-BOY HISENSE
RECLINER CHAIRS 99" ULTRA HD SMART LED LCD TV

HDR Compatible, USB Recording, 4 HDML, 3 USB

TECO

| 75L BAR FRIDGE
TICKETED
" PRICES $198
- <l
LECO SUNBEAM FOOD SAVER [ SINGLE INNERSPRING
ROOM AlR Makes food last longer 99 MATTRESSES
CONDITIONER - . : _
1.6kW Cooling arrs
3+ Fan Speeds ;
e
TEFAL
FILTRAPRO % MIDEA
DEEP FRYER [hts COMPACT
2300W, 4L 0il Capacity, MICROWAVE

1.3kg Food Capacity, Digital Timer,
Qil Filtration, Removable Bowl,
Dishwasher Safe Attachments

20L Capacity m

MUCH MUCH MORE INSTORE - LIMITED STOCK ON SOME LINES

BRIDGLANDS

MULLUMBIMBY 6684 2511 Sﬁv%'ég

SINCE 1908

URNITURE
ONE
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Spaghetti Circus

We have a few questions to ask you...Do you need to work during the holidays? Are

the kids climbing the walls? Are you looking for something fun for them to get into? v b ,'.

Are you keen for them to learn from fun, skilled circus professionals? Want them to Ca a " a h C e n r e

get some social time during school holidays? Have you been wanting the kids to give Looking for somewhere to have fun over the school holidays?
circus a go? Do you need a little break? If you answered Yes to any of these questions,
it’s time to book into Spaghetti Circus Holiday Workshops. Sessions for ages 4-6 and
7-14.

Come to the Cavanbah Centre at Byron Bay to play basketball, futsal, volleyball,
netball, badminton.

Or maybe you want to stay cool and dance in our air-conditioned dance studio. The
courts and function rooms are also available for hire for all events including children’s
Week 2 - Tues 16-Thurs 18 January birthday parties. The Cavanbah Centre is a great place to get fit and have fun with
family 