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Byron Council’s $10,000
emergency housing response
Paul Bibby

support the Neighbourhood Centre
until then.’

A team of volunteers who have
helped hundreds of locals left
homeless by the floods find
temporary accommodation will
finally be paid for their work, after
Byron Council promised to find
$10,000 in funding.
The volunteers sprang into
action almost immediately after the
first flood struck on 28 February,
setting up at the Mullumbimby
Civic Hall to help match people
with suitable emergency
accommodation.
More than two months
later, the team, which is now
operating under the auspices
of the Mullumbimby District
Neighbourhood Centre, continues
to be among the most effective
emergency housing and
accommodation services in the
region.

How to limit short-term
holiday letting?

Funding for ten weeks
At last Thursday’s Byron Council
meeting councillors unanimously
passed a motion to support this
work.
This included allocating
$10,000 from a ‘suitable grant
funding source’ so that the team
could be paid for the next ten
weeks, and providing help with
communications.
‘The best way for us to help is to
provide financial support,’ Byron
Shire Mayor, Michael Lyon, told the
meeting.
‘We’re hoping to see some of the
temporary housing pods promised
by the State government arrive
within the next four to eight weeks,
so this allocation will at least

Goodbye to
Mullum Commons
▶ p4

In addition to this promise,
councillors resolved to once again
explore whether the Council had
legal powers to limit short-term
holiday letting in the Shire as a way
of moving these dwellings into the
Shire’s desperately understocked
long-term rental market.
This is not the first time Council
has pursued this course, with
previous attempts largely proving
fruitless.
Councillors spent nearly two
hours debating the question of how
the Council could best assist the
efforts to provide housing to those
affected by the floods.
Independent Councillor Mark
Swivel moved a much larger and
more extensive motion on the
issue, which included the use
of community and church halls
as temporary accommodation,
and developing a model for
community organisations and
private landowners to provide
accommodation for up to ten
people without a development
application.
‘Trying to avoid people sleeping
in their cars is what motivates this
proposal,’ Councillor Swivel said of
his motion.
‘We need to do everything we
can to keep these members of our
community close to home and
close to work.’
But Councillor Swivel’s motion
was voted down by a majority of
councillors.

What do your
Richmond candidates
stand for? ▶ p10
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Be a part of
the SHIFT

Linda Grace with some of the fine fashion that will be on offer at the SHIFT Project pre-loved fashion sale
fundraiser at the Byron Surf Club, Saturday, 14 May between 8am and 1pm. The SHIFT Project supports
women who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. They are still accepting good quality donations at Belle
and Ford and Red Ginger in Byron and Bangalow. For more information call Annette Campbell on 0425 371 786.
Photo Jeff Dawson

Pause logging contracts for north coast forests
Aslan Shand
The State government’s own report
warns that there is a risk of ‘serious and irreversible’ harm to the
environmental values of the State’s
public forests from the combined
impacts of the 21019–20 fires and
ongoing unsustainable logging. Yet
the NSW Forestry Minister, Dugald
Saunders, is currently in the process of negotiating the extension
of north coast logging contracts.
This is prior to the government
responding to its own report and
while the Inquiry into the long-term
sustainability and future of the
timber and forest products industry

is underway with hearings at Coffs
Harbour held last week.
Independent NSW MP, Justin
Field, who is a member of the
Parliamentary Inquiry, is calling
on Minister Saunders and Forestry
Corporation to ‘press pause’ on the
negotiations until the Government
has responded to this important
report and there is more certainty
about the wood supply affects of
the fires.
This is supported by recent
research by the Australian National
University that has found logging
native forests increases the risk of
catastrophic bushfires. The study’s
authors warn that logging is not

Catherine Cusack on
government injustice
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just increasing the risk of severe
fires, but also the risk to human
lives and safety.
According to the lead author
Professor David Lindenmayer,
‘Logging increases the probability
of canopy damage by five to 20
per cent and leads to long-term
elevated risk of higher severity fire.
On the other hand, if disturbance
due to logging is minimised,
canopy damage can be reduced, in
turn reducing the risk of uncontrollable fires.’
Nature Conservation Council
Organiser, Wilson Harris said, ‘The
arguments in support of ending
▶ Continued on page 9
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Aslan Shand
The north of Byron Shire
was, once again, seriously
impacted by recent flooding
and there are several community groups taking action
and calling meetings to look
at possible solutions and the
development of resilience in
these communities.
Around 200 people came
together at the Ocean Shores
Country Club last Tuesday,
26 April to discuss the effects
of flooding in the north of
Byron Shire hosted by Ocean
Shores Community Association (OSCA).
‘The focus of our meeting
was to gather both the “flood
affected” and the “flood
concerned”, to activate our
community on a positive
pathway forward, and
to kick off a coordinated
approach towards working
with both Council and State
government,’ said Francesca
Esposito, spokesperson for
OSCA.
‘This group has asked
Council to kick into action
any immediate steps that
they are able to take to help
mitigate imminent flooding,
including clearing drains,
which haven’t been fixed for
years, fixing sewerage pipes,

dredging the waterways and
opening outlets to the sea.’
The potential mitigation
of flooding by dredging,
dune openings, and
removal of rock walls was
investigated following the
Ex-Cyclone Debbie flooding
in 2017 in the North Byron
Floodplain Risk Management Study 2020 (NBFRMS).
Unfortunately, the modelling
did not support the desired
reduction in flood impacts
expected by the community
from these actions.

Dune openings
Four dune openings were
investigated at Wooyung,
two at South Golden Beach
(SGB), and one south of New
Brighton. The study found
that reductions in flood
levels ‘are not substantial
and range from approximately 0.05m in Brunswick
Heads and New Brighton to
0.1m in Ocean Shores. Furthermore, during an oceandominated event, flood
levels may in fact increase as
a result of the openings’.

Rock walls
Like the dune openings,
the rock walls at the mouth of
the Brunswick River are often
suspected of increasing flood

levels by slowing the release
of flood water. However, it is
important to recognise that
the walls also act as a barrier
to sea surges coming into the
rivers and increasing flooding.
The NBFRMS found that
‘In the one per cent AEP
[Annual Exceedance Probability] event this option
[rock wall modification] had
no impact on flood levels’.

Dredging
Dredging was considered
for 3km along the Brunswick
River at Mullumbimby and
for approximately 7.5km
along Marshalls Creek.
The Study noted that
‘dredging is a temporary
solution and to be effective requires considerable
ongoing costs to dredge on
a regular basis… Dredged
material can be hazardous…
and environmental impacts
can include disruptions to the
natural ecosystem such as
affecting the health of aquatic
species, water quality and
also impact bank stability
increasing potential erosion’.
Coupled with this was
the minimal impact it would
have on the actual flood
levels.
The dredging of Marshalls
Creek showed ‘a maximum

decrease in flood levels of
potentially up to 0.05m
in Ocean Shores and New
Brighton and 0.01m in South
Golden Beach’.
The next OSCA run community meeting is on Tuesday
10 May at the Ocean Shores
Country Club from 6pm.

Community
resilience meeting
The community resilience
network for SGB, New
Brighton and Ocean Shores,
who coordinated a community volunteer flood response
hub at SGB Hall, are calling a
community flood meeting 15
May at Ocean Shores Public
School Hall at 3pm for local
residents.
‘This is about creating
a voice to engage with the
response and recovery agencies who are really open to
community-led responses.’
The resilience meeting
will start with small focus
group discussions. There
will be kids and youth
spaces with craft and sports
activities. A catered dinner
will conclude the evening.
Zoom options are available.
Call Rebecca on 0412 933
212 or email: beckmcn@
hotmail.com.
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I decided to step into the political arena because I believe that is
the place for change. I’ve done as much as I can as a comedian.
The next step is politics.
The Coalition and Labor can’t be trusted on climate. They’ve just
approved 114 new coal and gas mines. This has to stop.
This seat is a tight race between Labor and the Greens.
We’ve had the same backbencher for 17 years. This community
deserves someone who will push for action on climate,
NOT someone who votes to approve more coal and gas.
With just a 5% increase in the vote, I can get to Canberra and
ƤKLXJSVXLMWGSQQYRMX]-RXLIFEPERGISJTS[IV-ŭHFISRISJ
the most powerful voices in parliament.
Let’s make it happen.
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Join the 11th annual Mother’s Day planting
The annual community
Mother’s Day tree planting is
near Durrumbul this Sunday,
8 May, 9am to 12noon.
This year Brunswick
Valley Landcare (BVL) are
celebrating 11 years of
the community coming
together to plant 1,000 trees
in the Brunswick Valley
catchment.
‘We always choose species suited to the site, and
previous plantings have now
grown into valuable wildlife
corridors and habitat,’ said
the Brunswick Valley Landcare organisers.
‘This is a wonderful way
of honouring our mothers,
especially our Mother Earth.’
The event involves all
the usual delights, such as
President Pete’s delicious
barbecue, homemade cakes
and sweets, and amazing
local musicians will be

Mia Armitage

The Tyrrell family: Mum Aine with Tullan, Kalloni and Taylor at a previous Mother’s Day
planting. Photo Jeff Dawson
playing music during and
after the planting.
Make sure you wear a
hat, sunscreen, gloves, wet
weather boots and bring

some water and a BYO coffee
cup.
‘Bookings are appreciated so we have an idea of
numbers for catering,’ say

organisers. Details of where
to go will be given via email
once you have registered at:
mothersdayplanting2022.
eventbrite.com.au.
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Paul Bibby
The loss of telecommunications and power supply
during the floods will be
among the issues considered
by Byron Council in its submission to the State Government’s Flood Inquiry.
During last week’s Council
meeting councillors selected
a raft of issues that they
would like the government
to consider as it seeks to
improve its response to
future floods and other
natural disasters.
Among those is the
extended loss of internet
and phone reception in the
immediate aftermath of the
28 February floods.
This outage, which has still
not been fully explained by
Telstra and the other telcos,
significantly hindered the
initial recovery effort, including the ability of people in

Your chance to ask Richmond
candidates your question

difficulty to ask for help and
the coordination of human
and material resources.
Calls for a temporary
solution appeared to fall on
deaf ears – part of what has
been widely seen as a failure
by government to respond
quickly and effectively in the
early days of the disaster.

Call for Inquiry to
hold local meeting
Other issues that Council
will ask the State Government to consider are the
adequacy of evacuation
centres and post-flood
recovery centres, the impact
of the floods on tenants and
landlords, and the impacts
on buildings from flooding
and landslips.
Councillors also asked
the co-chairs of the Inquiry
to hold a community
meeting somewhere in the

Tweed-Byron area within the
next four weeks.
At this stage the only
public meetings in relation
to the iInquiry are being held
in Lismore and Tumbulgum
– both of which were held on
4 May.
The Inquiry, announced
back in March, is to be an
independent investigation
examining the causes of,
preparedness for, response to

and recovery from the floods.
Headed by Professor Mary
O’Kane AC,and Michael Fuller
APM, the Inquiry will report
on a range of matters, including the causes of and factors
contributing to the floods
and their intensity.
It will also report on the
response to the floods – particularly measures to protect
life, property and environment – and the recovery

Nearly all ten candidates for
the federal seat of Richmond
have confirmed their
attendance at a Meet the
Candidates forum in Byron
next month.
Independent local media
The Echo and Bay FM Community Radio have again
teamed up to host the event
from 6pm on 16 May in the
Byron Theatre, with tickets
to become available via the
venue soon.
The Nationals’ candidate Kimberly Hone has
confirmed she’ll be there,
representing the incumbent
government, along with
incumbent Labor Member
Justine Elliot, who has
held the seat for seventeen
years.
They’ll be seated in a
panel alongside The Greens
candidate, popular comedian and journalist Mandy
Nolan; United Australia Party

candidate Robert Marks;
Liberal Democratic Party
candidate Gary Biggs; and
Independents David Warth,
Nathan Jones and Terry
Sharples.
Pauline Hanson’s One
Nation candidate Tracey
Bell-Henselin and Ocean
Shores-based Informed
Medical Options Party candidate Monica Shepherd were
yet to confirm.
Members of the community are invited to put
questions to the panel as
part of live broadcast and
streamed event at bayfm.org;
if your community group or
cause has a question related
to federal policy, please email
communitynewsroom@mail.
com with subject: ‘Richmond
Meet the Candidates’.
Bay FM’s Community
Newsroom will be featuring
interviews with candidates
in the lead-up to the forum:
tune in via the website or on
99.9 at 11am each Friday.

effort, including housing,
clean-up, financial support
and longer-term community
rebuilding.
Public submissions to the
Inquiry are now open and
can be made via the flood
Inquiry website: www.nsw.
gov.au/flood-inquiry.
Byron Council’s own
response to the disaster was
also debated at last week’s
meeting. Independent
Councillor, Mark Swivel,
moved a motion proposing a
significant overhaul of Council’s corporate governance so
that councillors can respond
more quickly to a crisis,
and to encourage greater
accountability and transparency in Council’s operations
more generally.
‘The reality of a crisis like
this is that it exposes how
things operate as business as
usual,’ Cr Swivel said.
‘In the crisis as it unfolded

the experience was that the
habit of the organisation was
not for councillors to meet
separately from management. That surprised me.
‘We as councillors didn’t
meet for two-and-a-half
weeks after the first flood.
It just reflects the habit of
the organisation. I think we
should get into the habit of
meeting separately from
management so that we
can get used to meeting as a
group.’ But this motion was
voted down.
Mayor Michael Lyon,
(Independent), and Deputy
Mayor Sarah Ndiaye
(Greens), defended the Council’s immediate response to
the floods. In the end councillors resolved to develop a
‘communications protocol
for immediate meetings
and communication among
councillors in the wake of a
disaster or emergency’.
¾ TAMARASMITH.ORG.AU
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Our community has experienced the consequences
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and recovery. Tell your story by making a submission
to the NSW Flood Inquiry by 18 May.
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Far from Common – much loved community space says farewell Flood Stories Northern Rivers
Paul Bibby
For five years a warm glow
has emanated from a small
cluster of buildings and
greenery near the Mullumbimby Showgrounds on Main
Arm Road.
Known as The Mullumbimby Commons, the
space has been home to
an incredible array of community-focused offerings,
ranging from homeschooling
activities to the famous
Repair Cafe and (literally)
everything in between.
But times are changing in
the Shire and The Commons
has had to close its doors
this week.
‘It’s been a huge and
incredible journey,’ the
co-founder of the space, Bex
Horsfall says. ‘We’re sad to
go, but we’re celebrating all
of the amazing things that
have happened here.’
Bex and her partner Tom
Jackson took on the space
in late 2016 when it was
vacated by the Shearwater
Steiner school.
‘Within a month we’d
taken on this massive dream
lease powered by a strong
vision.’
That vision was to create
a multigenerational community learning centre that

Having fun at The Commons. Photo supplied
could provide a space and
a base for the large, local
homeschooling community.
It came from an incredible
journey that took Ms Horsfall
and her young family around
Australia and the world to
better understand alternative education.
‘I’d proposed this crazy
research trip – that we
would sublet the house and
go down the east coast [of
Australia] and visit every
alternative school and offering that we could find with
our one and four-year-old in
tow,’ Ms Horsfall says.
‘We then spent time overseas immersing ourselves in
what was happening.
‘It was fascinating to be
out in the world and looking
through that lens and seeing
that a lot of people were
dissatisfied with the educational options on offer, and

realising that it’s the way we
view our young people that
needs to change.’
This core value was a
thread that ran through life
at The Commons over the
next five years. For two years
a local collective known
as Wildspace called it their
home, bringing a unique mix
of education and activism.
The homeschooling
activities continued after
Wildspace moved on, running in parallel with a wide
array of workshops, men’s
groups, ceremonies and
creative offerings.
Not long after, another
innovative offering arrived
in the form of Community
Shedding Workshop – a
grassroots organisation
offering inclusive workshops
focused on teaching people
creative and practical skills
through practising positive

Electric car expo looks to bulk buy EVs

These two classic VWs have been resurrected as electric powered Kombis (zzzombis?)
converted by Alex Bosin’s, (left) EV Classic conversions, and Anthony Broese van Groenou
from The Good Car Company. Councillor Duncan Dey and Enova’s Managing Director
Felicity Stening also pictured. These VWs and many more contemporary vehicles were part
of last Saturday’s electric vehicle Expo at Stone & Wood in Byron. Photo Jeff Dawson

mental health.
‘It was amazing to watch
it grow,’ Ms Horsfall says.
It was through Shedding
that the Repair Café found
a new home on the site – a
weekly space where locals
could bring damaged or
malfunctioning household
items and be shown how to
fix them.
‘They were absolutely
incredible during the floods,’
Ms Horsfall says. ‘They
took on a huge amount of
repair work with salvaged
household items that got
damaged – especially the
whitegoods. It was a thriving
little hub of people all being
able to contribute.’
Fortunately, Shedding
and the Repair Café have
found a new home, for
now – moving to the shed
next to the old Mullumbimby
railway station. Not so for
The Commons.
But the many moments of
learning, growth and connection will be long-remembered
by young and old alike.
‘We as a family just need
to take a breath, take a
moment and see what’s
going to come next,’ Ms
Horsfall says. ‘We’re so grateful to everyone who’s been
a part of The Commons and
supported the journey.’

The flooding in the Northern
Rivers has been significant
and there are plenty of
stories that need telling
and Antoinette Ensbey is
gathering local stories for
her podcast Flood Stories
Northern Rivers.
‘After the flood events
we keep hearing an endless
stream of stories,’ said Ms
Ensbey.
‘It seems everyone has a
story to tell, about risky rescues that went on all night,
losing beautiful hand made
furniture, a buckling timber
floor underfoot, homes
destroyed that had been
lovingly restored over years,
and about rescuing pets’.

‘The idea now is to collect,
compile, and publish these
stories by you, the community members who wish to
share their experiences,’ Ms
Ensbey explained.
‘Over the coming weeks
I will be collecting stories.
Once I get a reasonable
compilation, I will produce a
special podcast series over
several weeks from June
2022.’
You can email or record
your flood story on your
phone. Emailed stories will
be narrated by Ms Ensbey for
the podcast.
Written pieces and poetry
detailing your experience are
all accepted.

Recording the
stories

Local music

Ms Ensbey is looking to
record stories from the flood
anonymously for the future.
‘The stories about the
flood disaster need to be
told and kept in the record
books. The stories are part
of who we are, part of what
shapes our lives, our kids’
futures and what puts us on
the alert.’
Flood Stories Northern
Rivers is inviting people to
share their stories of the
March 2022 flood disasters.

Ms Ensbey says she is also
looking for local musicians
and singers to contribute to
the project.
‘If you are play an instrument or sing and are willing
to contribute your skills it
would be nice to put some
local music to the stories,’
she said.
‘Flood Stories Northern
Rivers: talk about it, share
the experience. Heal gently
with storytelling.’
Email your contributions
to: oimstories@gmail.com.

Don’t get smoked! Fire and Rescue NSW open day
There may have been a lot
of water around lately but
house fires are a very real
threat as we head into winter
and start to get those fires
and heaters going.
Throughout autumn and
winter there is a ten per cent
increase in the number of
house fires with many of
them starting in bedrooms
and loungerooms owing to
heaters and electric blankets.
‘Each year, approximately
20 people die in NSW from
fires that could have been
prevented,’ said Kimberly
Waldron from the Mullumbimby Station of Fire and
Rescue NSW.
‘Each death is a tragic loss
for families, friends and the
wider community. Additionally, for each fire fatality,
there are also hundreds

more people who survive a
fire but suffer life-changing
health consequences.’

Open Day – check
your smoke alarm
On 14 May between 10am
and 2pm the Mullumbimby
Fire Station is running an
open day for people to come
and find out what they do,
how they respond and even
have a go on a fire hose.
‘Open day is an oppportunity to show people that
firefighters do so much more
than fight fires. We respond to
fires, road crashes, hazardous
material incidents, natural
disasters urban search and
rescue;, our crews are prepared for anything and ready
to help anytime, anywhere,’
said Ms Waldron.

‘This year we are focussing on the importance of
having a working smoke
alarm in your home.’
During the day they will
have a range of fun demonstrations taking place including a scenario showing what
happens when they respond
to a fire call. They will also
be showing how strong the
combi tool (jaws of life) is
and cutting some ‘car like’
materials to demonstrate
how effective they are at
rescuing lives.
‘We will also have displays
inside the station, firefighters on hand to answer any
questions, and kids can have
a go on the fire hose and get
in the truck. There is also a
barbecue with the money
going to local flood relief,’
said Ms Waldron.

Nationals fail to respond to Friends of ABC survey three elections in a row
The Northern Rivers have had
no shortage of need for reliable emergency broadcasting
from the ABC. From the
Black Summer bushfires in
2019–20 to the pandemic and
the recent ‘unprecedented’
floods, the source Australian’s
turn to for emergency broadcasts is the ABC.

‘The ABC is the most
trusted source of news in
Australia. It is crucial to the
health of our democracy.
While China has ramped up
its spending in recent years
throughout the Asia/Pacific,
the ABC’s international
services have been starved
of funds,’ explained Jennie
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Hicks from ABC Friends
Northern Rivers.
‘$700m worth of funding
cuts since 2014 have already
forced valued programs and
services to be dropped or
reduced. In addition, ministers have too often ignored
the recommendations of the
officially appointed panel

in making appointments to
the ABC Board, and have
attempted to interfere in
decisions about programs,
potentially detrimental to
their interests.’
Leading up to the last
two elections, and again
for this election, the ABC
Friends Northern Rivers have

surveyed the three major
Northern Rivers political parties in Richmond and Page
electorates on their support
for the ABC.
‘Both the ALP and the
Greens candidates have
committed to a strong, wellfunded and independent
national broadcaster. For

three elections the Nationals
have declined to respond.
‘We ask of the National
Party representatives in
Richmond and Page electorates – when will you take a
stand for the people of the
north coast and against your
Coalition partner’s resolution
to privatise OUR ABC?’
www.echo.net.au

If you’re serious about getting rid
of Scott Morrison, you need to

vote Justine Elliot locally.
Only Justine and Labor
can form government.

Together, let’s make it happen.

ON
YOUR
SIDE

VOTE JUSTINE ELLIOT
Authorised by Justine Elliot, ALP, 107 Minjungbal Dr Tweed Heads South

www.echo.net.au
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Hinterland koalas need protecting say Tweed Council
News from across the
North Coast online

www.echo.net.au
NEFA rally at Coffs
Council Chambers
The North East Forest
Alliance (NEFA) held a rally
outside the Coffs Harbour
Council Chambers, before
the Coffs Harbour hearing
of NSW Upper House,
Portfolio Committee 4,
‘Inquiry into the long-term
sustainability and future
of the timber and forest
products industry’.

M1 and flooding:
Tweed Council writes
to minister and class
action gathers steam
The old Pacific Highway
was dangerous, narrow
and needed to be
upgraded but in the
process of building the
M1 the government didn’t
just cut coastal koalas
from hinterland koalas,
they also appear to have
created flooding issues
according to many locals
from Woodburn to Tweed.

Ballina SES site to
be upgraded despite
flood risks
Hopes for new State
Emergency Services (SES)
headquarters in a floodfree part of Ballina are on
hold while the local council
proceeds with plans to
upgrade existing facilities.

Logging blockade
underway in Girard
State Forest
The blockade is taking
place in the Girard State
Forest, one of the last
significant wildlife corridors
between the Border Ranges
National Park and the Bundjalung National Park.

Uncertainty over
future of Council
funds delivered
through strictly
confidential government lease
It’s unclear what the
NSW government is
paying in rent for its first
‘mini-village’ for disaster
survivors, but one suggestion for spending the
Council revenue is being
heard today.

Man charged with
Kyogle murder
About 10am on Tuesday
(26 April), emergency
services were called to
a unit on Curtois Street,
Kyogle, following reports
the body of a man had
been located inside.

www.echo.net.au

Aslan Shand
Koalas and their habitat
were a key focus at the
last Tweed Shire Council
meeting, where they voted
to write to the NSW Premier,
Minister for Environment
and Heritage, Minister for
Regional NSW and Minister
for Agriculture to protect
Tweed’s hinterland koalas
from the NSW Koala SEPP
(State Environmental Planning Policy) 2021.
The SEPP excludes private
native forestry (PNF) from
the operation of the NSW
Koala SEPP 2021, which
means that critical koala
habitat can be logged

without assessment.
Addressing the other
councillors, Cr Brinsmead
said, ‘In 2012 koalas in NSW
were listed as vulnerable.
In February this year they
were officially listed as
endangered after a rapid
decline in numbers due
to land clearing and the
catastrophic bushfires
shrinking their habitat. Koala
conservation is key to their
survival’.
‘The Koala SEPP 2021
exempts rural, agricultural
and forestry lands... from
being subject to the protections under the Koala SEPP
2021. Under the current proposal it has been identified

that critical and significant
areas of koala habitat would
be able to be logged without
assessment, consent or controls – noting in the Tweed
the target tree species and
size class for forestry are the
same trees most critical to
koala habitat conservation,’
she said.
The motion was supported by Crs Firth, Dennis,
Owen and Cherry who
emphasised the importance
of protecting Tweed’s hinterland koalas as well as the
coastal koalas.
‘What we are asking here
in Tweed is completely congruent with pillar two of the
NSW Koala Strategy. [It] says

that the State government
wishes to assist councils with
undertaking koala habitat
mapping; I quote “strategically conserve koala habitat
in their local area”. That is
what this is about,’ said Cr
Firth.
‘We know for sure that the
hinterland is not protected.
We know koalas are there.
When we are protecting
koalas… we are protecting
all species, including the
threatened species that are
there.’

koalas and hinterland
koalas weren’t different and
therefore needed protection
as well.
‘I just can’t get my head
around the fact that there
are different SEPPS for different koalas in different areas.
That there are coastal koalas
and hinterland koalas – it’s
not as if they are different
colours and one’s pink and
one’s brown, they are all
koalas and they should all be
protected and looked after.’

No pink koalas

Q Read full story on
The Echo online:
www.echo.net.au/
hinterland-koalas-need-protecting-say-tweed-council

Cr James Owen (Liberal)
who seconded the motion
pointed out that the coastal

Will Wardell CORE be forced to move on while it is still providing an essential service?
David Lowe
Wardell’s Community
Organised Resilience Effort
(CORE) has been one of the
stand-out good news stories
following the devastating
floods, but now CORE has
been asked to leave the
Wardell War Memorial Hall.
The Wardell community
was hit very hard by the
March floods. CORE sprang
up in response to the crisis,
with the hall becoming a
central distribution point for
goods and services, food and
emotional support.
Although this crucial
support role is ongoing, and
has been acknowledged

at local and state levels,
Wardell CORE has now been
told to vacate the hall prior
to the federal election. The
lease on the building expires
in the middle of the year,
with Ballina Shire Council
expected to return the hall
to the control of the Wardell
Progress Association, who
say maintenance work is
required on the building.

Recovery ongoing
Yesterday, The Echo spoke
to CORE’s Venetia Scott and
Joel Orchard.
Ms Scott says there’s still
a ‘never ending’ stream of
things being dropped off and
being collected.

Joel Orchard says the
donations are a ‘shifting
landscape’, with less food
and general supplies coming
through, and more furniture
and larger items to replace
what’s been lost by locals. Mr
Orchard says CORE’s looming
eviction from the Wardell
War Memorial Hall has added
more stress for all.
‘It’s increasing pressure to
have us wind up and move
on without being provided

with any suitable alternative
as the first step,’ he said.
The suggestion is that
CORE relocate to Ballina,
which is a fair way from
Wardell at the best of times,
although part of the same
council area, and even more
inaccessible with many
people having lost vehicles
in the flood.
Mr Orchard says other
buildings which are being
offered to CORE are far more

flood-affected than the War
Memorial Hall.
He said he was concerned
about divisions deepening in
Wardell following the flood
crisis, particularly between
those who are relatively
comfortable and those who
are doing it tough.
Q Read full story online:

www.echo.net.au/willwardell-core-be-forced-tomove-on

Alstonville Persian Carpets

FURNITURE
DONATIONS
PLEASE

also homewares and
electrical, manchester,
and clothing.

GLOBAL RIPPLE OP SHOP
17 Grevillea Street, Byron Arts and Industrial.
Phone 0457 192 225
For furniture pick-up please TEXT your name, address
and photos of your donations. Your donations make
our charity projects possible. Thank you!

Zare Edwards

Local Psychologist
Available via telehealth,
in clinic, or private
outdoor sessions under
shady trees.
Medicare rebates
available.
0478 661 882
admin@zareedwardspsychology.com.au
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Wholesale prices.
Major credit cards accepted.
Shop 18 Main Plaza, Alstonville (next to the Bottleshop).
Ph: Michael 0484 302 337 or Harry: 0415 040 255

www.echo.net.au
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Local News
Pause logging
▶ Continued from page 1
native forest logging keep
mounting. We already know
that local economies and
wildlife stand to benefit
enormously by ending native
forest logging. This research
confirms earlier studies that
show recently logged forests
pose a huge risk of intense
fires that sweep through the
canopy. This is quite contrary
to what many people might
expect, but it has now been
confirmed by several scientific studies.
‘The message is quite
clear – ending native forest
logging will reduce risks to
life and property, as well as,
to koalas and other wildlife.
MP Justin Field has said
that there needs to be ‘an
honest discussion about the
future of the timber industry
on the North Coast and the
future of our forests’.
‘Recent Budget Estimates
hearings revealed Forestry
Corporation was negotiating
a five year extension of wood
supply contracts on the
North Coast despite the fact
the NSW Government is yet
to respond to a major report
recommending substantial
changes to logging rules to
mitigate the impact of the
2019–20 fires including a

Celebrating six years of
the Bruns Picture
House
“Don’t forget we are a collection hub for all your
used dental products: Toothpaste tubes and caps,
ﬂoss containers, old toothbrushes and electric
toothbrush heads!”

02 6694 3083
Dr Marcus O’Meara B.D.S
Dr Louise Barr, B.D.S
59/1 Porter Street, Byron Bay, NSW 2481

Brett Haylock and Chris Chen with members of the Cheeky Cabaret and Nationals MP
and NSW Minister for the Arts, Ben Franklin, celebrating a fabulous six years of, and the
reopening of, the Brunswick Picture House. ‘We are very proud of what’s been achieved
with the renovation, and the end result has exceeded our wildest expectations,’ said
Chris and Brett. ‘This little theatre now boasts world-class facilities, and is finally fully
accessible.’ Mr Franklin acknowledged the work of Chris and Brett at the recent reopening,
saying that he was ‘excited to see the innovative shows and events they produce over the
next few years. The Brunsnwick Picture House is an iconic part of our creative Northern
Rivers Community.’ Photo Aslan Shand
moratorium on logging in
some forest areas,’ said Mr
Fields in a press release.
‘Despite the significance
of the report, the NSW
Government has continued
to refuse to explain how
the risks identified in the
report will be managed
and Forestry Corporation
has continued logging in
areas described as facing
“extreme” and “high” risk. It

is continuing to negotiate to
extend existing contracts at
pre-fire levels for another five
years to 2028 despite evidence logging at those levels
would be unsustainable.
‘Forestry Corporation are
currently planning to log in
high risk areas under pre-fire
rules that have been shown
to be totally inadequate at
Ellis, Wild Cattle Creek, and
Clouds Creek State Forests.

This is a carbon positive practice.

OPEN

EVERY DAY
AKUBRA HATS

Those plans should be put
on hold until the government
responds to the report.
‘Industry needs certainty
about their future, but there
is no certainty in signing up
to contracts that Forestry
Corporation cannot deliver
and that our forests cannot
sustain.
‘More than ever we need
clear-eyed planning for our
forests and the timber industry.’

CROCS & OOFOS
‘OLD GUYS RULE’ TEES
BAMBOO SOCKS & UNDIES
RM WILLIAMS CLOTHING,
BOOTS & BELTS
LARGE RANGE OF
MEN’S HEMP COTTON &
BAMBOO CLOTHING

wallace | clothing | shoes
109 River Street Ballina

|

6686 2081

|

wallaces.com.au

For locals and
soon-to-be locals!
A fresh new website that showcases all there is
to love about our diverse and vibrant region.
Visit LivingNorthernNSW.com.au today

Covering coast to country
Promoting local businesses
Sharing what local people love
Register your business today for FREE

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
Got a suggestion or a place you want us to mention?
Email us at hello@livingnorthernnsw.com.au
Or join our local business directory livingnorthernnsw.com.au/businesses

www.echo.net.au
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What are your Richmond candidates standing for in this election?
We hope it is no surprise that there is a federal election taking place on Saturday,
21 May. We asked the ten candidates for the hotly contested seat of Richmond a
few pertinent questions about who they are and what they represent. Seven of
the ten responded, which probably tells you something to begin with.
Herewith are the questions and below are the candidates’ truncated responses...

Nathan Jones
– Independent
1. I holidayed here from 1985 and moved
here in 2017.
People want an honest politician to
represent them. My business and
economics skills will create genuine
debate about important reforms. A strong crossbench of
Independents in Canberra will force the major parties to debate
bills rather than give all the power to the PM and the executive.
2. I’ve not worked for any politician and have never been a
politician or a member of a political party.
3. I was an accountant in both the public and private sectors. I found
being an accountant meant that many of the nations’ brightest
minds were trying to minimise the taxes paid by the wealthy.

QUESTIONS: 1. How long have you lived on the Northern Rivers and why are you running?
2. What is your political experience? Are you, or have you been affiliated with a political party?
3. What is your experience outside politics?
4. What are your top three key issues?
5. What key strategies will you pursue to mitigate global warming?

Monica Shepherd – IMOP

David Warth – Independent

1. I grew up just over the border and
visited the Northern Rivers frequently.
I’ve lived here for 18 months. I’m running
because this is an important area and the
most beautiful community. It needs to be
protected and cared for.

1. I have lived in the Northern Rivers for 22
years. I am standing because I absolutely
love this place and I could not stand by
and watch my community suffer and see
our nation destabilised.

2. I’m new to politics, making me more eager and fervent to
push ahead. I’m running with a grassroots political party, the
Informed Medical Options Party (IMOP), that was started by
Michael O’Neill who family friends have known for many years.
IMOP really is an independent party – in relation to the freedom
all candidates have to serve their communities – but united to
help us all work together across Australia to help Australians
have a good quality of life.

4. Federation reform – we are living in a system designed by
men in the 1890s. My economic model, after years of research,
shows we waste $75 billion a year in excessive administration.
We need to put that money into frontline services.

3. I have a degree in Complementary Medicine and I’m a
mental health specialist. I’m passionate about connecting
people to the environment and the environment to people;
the two are intricately connected. Health on an individual
level and community level has seen me run many community
projects, be interviewed on many podcasts and write for many
different publications.

Cost of living issues, in particular the housing crisis.

4. Protect human rights.

A strong federal Independent Commission against Corruption
(ICAC). People need to know the government is working for the
public interest not politicians’, lobbyists’, and donors’.

Protect the environment.

I have also been a teacher for 15 years (high schools and
universities) teaching business, legal studies and economics.

5. Two words: ‘Electrifying Everything’. Solar is now the
cheapest form of electricity. We should subsidise domestic
production and installation of solar panels, inverters and
batteries. Wind farms and some pumped hydro will also help.

Protect job security.
5. Start by scrutinising all government approved policies that
negatively impact on the environment and their affect on all
ecosystems.

2. I have no previous political experience
and I have never been affiliated to any political party.
3. I have a broad experience of life. I have worked in farming,
professional fishing, commercial abalone diving, tourism,
owned three scuba diving centres, filmmaking as a multi-award
winning wildlife and environmental filmmaker.
4. Housing and homelessness.
Making the government accountable and stopping government
overreach into our lives.
Restoring the economy and paying off our trillion dollar debt
to provide employment and wage growth that will counter
inflation and allow pensions and the NDIS to be increased.
5. Global warming has been over simplified and as important
as it is to transition away from fossil fuels this is not the whole
story. There are major environmental factors involved in
climate change that are not being addressed.
I will propose that every home has solar power. I will look to clean
wind and solar power generation. I will promote the location of
geo-thermal sites. I will move to stop subsidies to, and ban, fracking
altogether. I will improve public transport, and pathways for cycling.
I will promote localised economies, talk with vehicle
manufacturers about more affordable electric vehicles and
providing charging stations. I will promote energy saving
construction innovations.

FULL LINEUP OUT NOW
TICKETS ON SALE
9AM THU 12 MAY
10 The Byron Shire Echo lëƷ ǫǽ ǩǧǩǩ
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Gary Briggs
– Liberal
Democrats
1. Born in Murwillumbah,
educated in Richmond,
small business operator
in Richmond. I am running in response to the
increasing authoritarianism.
2. Political experience is nil, but I learn
quickly. I am the endorsed candidate for the
Liberal Democrats.
3. 30+ years optimising systems to make
small business more efficient.
4. Restoring the proper functioning of our
democracy to be a free country again.
Reduce the impact of over regulation on
the productive sector. Defend the people’s
freedom to travel. The government does not
have the right to reduce your liberty without
absolute evidence that you are harming
somebody else.
5. Before we destroy what we’ve worked
for, for centuries, by cutting off everybody’s
24/7 electricity and hurting, possibly starving
millions, I think we need more absolute
evidence that the extreme end of IPCC
forecasts will actually happen.
I checked our local dam and it is full. If
we accept the midpoint of IPCC we are
facing a slow moving event which is easily
manageable.
What we do not do is allow the world to
descend into a total control dictatorship on a
global scale – being ruled over by elitist tyrants.
We definitely need to allow the investigation
of the feasibility of the nuclear option in
Australia.

www.echo.net.au

Justine Elliot
– Labor

Kimberly Hone
– Nationals

Mandy Nolan
– The Greens

1. I’ve lived on the NSW
North Coast for thirty
years, and my husband
Craig and we have raised
our family here. I’m
passionate about our region, and I’m always
fighting for a better deal for our community.

1. I have lived in the
Northern Rivers for
many years with my
family. I’m committed
to a fresh approach to
politics where consultation and cooperation
replaces criticism and conflict.

This election is crucial for Australia’s future.
It’s time for a change – and only Labor can
form government to deliver that change.

2. I am a first-time candidate. I am with the
Nationals because only they are exclusively
focused on regional areas. An MP’s job must
be getting things done for Byron families and
communities.

1. I’ve lived in the
Northern Rivers for
32 years. I have spent
decades volunteering
time to community
organisations to raise money to operate. I
have seen first hand how under resourced we
are. I have been writing about our housing
crisis now for ten years. On the crossbench, I
can be a voice for this region.

2. I’m proud to be your local Federal Labor
MP and to have delivered more than $2
billion for local jobs, schools, health,
roads and community resources for our
community.
3. Before becoming a Federal MP, I was a
frontline police officer, and have also worked
as a Youth Justice Convenor with the NSW
Department of Juvenile Justice.
4. We need to change the Government on 21
May to address a range of urgent issues in our
community. These include addressing the
cost of living, investing in more local housing,
tackling climate change.
5. The only way to get real action on climate
change is to change the government and
vote Labor. Labor’s plan will create jobs, cut
power bills, reduce emissions by boosting
renewable energy, and kickstart $76 billion
of investment. Labor is the only party ready
to form government that has a fully detailed
plan to cut emissions by 43 per cent by 2030
and reach net zero by 2050.

3. As a local small business owner I know
how to get things done. Volunteering with
the SES and other community support
organisations boosts my passion for our
community. In my previous environmental
role as an interpretational ranger for
Queensland Parks and Wildlife I’ve learnt
how to make positive choices for the future
of our planet.
4. Stronger regional health, providing people
and small businesses with cost of living and
tax relief and more positive choices for all.
5. Banging on about global warming does
nothing to fix it. The Nationals in NSW
Government are building the north coast’s
largest ever rooftop solar system on top of
Byron Central Hospital. That positive choice
is real and I’ll be pursuing more of that.

Page candidate Q&A will be availble on Monday, May 9 on The Echo online.
www.echo.net.au

2. I’ve not previously been affiliated with
a political party. I’ve been an independent
voice involved in activism on social justice
and environmental issues since my late
teens. I joined the Greens not because I had
an intention to enter politics but because
their policy and platforms aligned with mine.
3. I am a comedian, an opinion writer, an
artist, a teacher. I created a program for
people with dementia and have taught over
2,000 people comedy. It’s about how to find
your voice. Ironically, what I am doing now is
about community voice.
4. The Greens don’t make up the key
issues – they are informed by community: 1)
Climate change 2) Housing, 3) The corrupting
influence of political donations.
5. Net-zero by 2050 is an empty slogan for
‘someone else’s problem’. We don’t have
another three years to waste. We need to
shift electricity generation to renewables
and storage. Increase electricity production
to allow the electrification of all households,
businesses, transport and industry. Move
to negative emissions by protecting our
forests and landscapes and reforming our
agriculture.
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Community must drive housing
It is easy to have a knee-jerk reaction to the need for housing on the
Northern Rivers at the cost of both
the environment and the amenity of
the region.
Yes, there is a need for housing,
but it is important to remember that
the State government has driven
this crisis by facilitiating the shortterm holiday letting (STHL) industry
and ignoring long-term planning
structures that set aside areas of
housing for long-term residents.
Before the craze of Airbnb and other
short stay housing platforms, for a
house that was in a residential area
to be converted into a ‘holiday let’
or ‘bed n breakfast’ it had to, among
other things, get an approved
development application (DA), pay
business rates, supply parking and
meet health and safety standards.
The process of getting a DA meant
that other residents in the area had a
right to comment either positively or
negatively on the potential impacts
of turning long-term homes into
short-term accommodation and
the impact this might have on the
location and its amenity. For councils
it meant that there were extra rates
and other restrictions in place to
ensure that they could manage the
development for the residential environments to the benefit of residents,
consistent with the long-term strategies of the regions they managed.
The advent of short-term holiday
letting platforms ended council’s
ability to effectively manage the balance between short- and -long term
rentals in their local governement
areas (LGAs). Supported by the State
government these platforms have
successfully removed restrictions to
their operation in residential areas.
This has seen continuing pressure
build with rising rents as more and
more housing is bought up by investors and moved out of the long-term
rental market into the highly

profitable holiday letting market.
This, now combined with recent
flooding and thousands of people
being made homeless in the
‘unprecedented’ flooding, has seen
the Northern Rivers Reconstruction
Corporation (NRRC) being put in
place by the State government.
There are significant and major decsions that need to be made across
the region in relation to how we
respond to flooding, create housing,
and manage the future development of the region. But must not be
done at the cost of what so many
have fought for, for so long.
The State government failed to
support local councils who tried
to stop the move from long-term
housing to STHL. It would be wrong
to compound that errort by forcing
ugly, high-density housing on LGAs
as part of the flood response.
The Northern Rivers should not
become a developers playground
with things like height restrictions
disreguarded, building on all available green spaces pushed through,
and high impact, high density buildings thrown up. This should not facilitiate developers who are seeking to
get around long-term environmental
and amenity regulations that have
been put in place for good reason.
At the end of the day it needs
to be a community-driven process
that enhances our living, green and
environmentally sensitive spaces.
Perhaps the first step the State
government really needs to take is
to reinstate the residential areas for
residents and drive out the profiteering carpet baggers who have
descended on the region to suck out
every last sou because really, our
streets are not made of gold, and
locals shouldn’t be driven out by the
greed of developers and opportunists who have been preying on the
region for so long.
Aslan Shand, acting editor

The role of truth warriors: people
who see wrong and try to right it
Bob Morgan

W

histleblowing is defined
as: ‘The disclosure by
a person, usually an
employee in a government agency
or private enterprise, to the public
or to those in authority, of mismanagement, corruption, illegality, or
some wronging.’
I’ve never been comfortable with
the term ‘whistleblower’ because,
for me, the term seems to conjure up
the notion that ‘whistleblowers’ are
individuals who have committed a
wrong, an act of deviance or betrayal
rather than a search for truth and
an act to expose a wrong and a call
to right it. In my world, rather than
seeing individuals as ‘whistleblowers’ I prefer instead to think of them
as ‘truth warriors’; people who see
wrong and try to right it.
History is filled with incidents
involving individuals, ‘truth
warriors’, who bravely risk their
careers, and sometimes their lives,
in search of truth.
The United States of America
have given us a litany of ‘truth warrior’ incidents and one of the more
famous one involves the political
scandal that became known as
‘Watergate’.
The truth warrior in the Watergate scandal became known as
Deep Throat and supplied critical
information of clandestine and often
illegal activities of US President
Nixon’s administration to Washington Post journalists Bob Woodward
and Carl Bernstein. The information
provided by Deep Throat, plus voice
activated tapes of conversations in
the White House Oval office, led to
numerous criminal convictions and
the resignation of President Nixon.
Conjecture surrounding the
identity of Deep Throat has been
rampant in America’s public, political and media circles for many years
and the mystery was finally solved
in 2005 when lawyers acting for
retired (FBI) Associate Director, Mark
Felt, identified him as Deep Throat.
In more recent times Frances

ȚLĶƆƐşſƷĶƆǔōōĕĎƱĶƐĲĶŕĈĶĎĕŕƐƆ
ĶŕưşōưĶŕīĶŕĎĶưĶĎƖëōƆǼȚƐſƖƐĲ
ƱëſſĶşſƆțǼƱĲşćſëưĕōƷſĶƆŊƐĲĕĶſ
ĈëſĕĕſƆǼëŕĎƆşŔĕƐĶŔĕƆƐĲĕĶſōĶưĕƆǼ
ĶŕƆĕëſĈĲşĪƐſƖƐĲȁț
Professor Bob Morgan
Haugen, a product manager at
Facebook (now known as Meta)
left the social media giant and took
with her documents that exposed
alleged Facebook activities including that Facebook knew that its
products, including Instagram,
were damaging teenagers’ mental
health, that Facebook was being
used to foment ethnic violence in
countries such as Ethiopia, and that
it had taken little to no action to
check or remove misinformation on
its platform before the January 6
Washington riots.
In October 2021 Haugen was
called before US senators on Capitol
Hill and one of her memorable
statements was an accusation that
Facebook puts its ‘astronomical
profits before people’. In 2020 Facebook was reported as having a net
profit, of $US29bn. To give this some
perspective, a study that looked at
the question: ‘How large would Tech
companies be if they were countries?’ reported that Faceboo, with
its net worth of ‘$763 billion, that it is
wealthier than Switzerland, Sweden
and the UAE combined’.
Australia too has its share of
truth warriors. In 2003 the Australian government decided to send
troops to fight in the Iraq war, a
decision based on what Independent MP Andrew Wilkie claimed to be
a fatally flawed and deceitful case.
Wilkie was concerned that the Australian government knew that Iraq
did not possess weapons of mass
destruction and that its ‘program
is very disjointed and contained by
the regime that’s been in place since
the last Gulf War’. He added that
‘there is no hard intelligence linking

the Iraqi regime to al-Qaeda in any
substantial or worrisome way.’
Writing in the Tasmanian press
about his experience as a truth
warrior, Wilkie wrote that ‘There
were death threats... I lost a great
many friends, including some who
dumped me for what I had done.
Others, I walked away from because
I discovered during all of this that
we did not share the same values,
or because they did not understand
the risks to them by continuing their
association with me.’
The UK conducted its own
Inquiry into the decision taken by
then British PM, Tony Blair and
his Cabinet to join the US in the
war against Iraq. Chaired by Sir
John Chilcot the final report of the
Inquiry is scathing of the decision
to send British troops to Iraq,
declaring; ‘We have concluded that
the UK chose to join the invasion of
Iraq before the peaceful options for
disarmament had been exhausted.
Military action at that time was not
a last resort.’
The claims that Iraq likely did
not possess weapons of mass
destruction, was not a threat to
Western powers, and was not a
haven of al-Qaeda have been vindicated by the findings of the final
report of Britain’s Chilcot Inquiry.
Truth Warriors are vital to any
human setting, without them social
and political discord, plus human
misery, grows exponentially.
Someone once said; ‘The only
thing necessary for the triumph of
evil is for good men [and women]
to do nothing.’ The old ones taught
me to never be silent in the face of
injustice.

Lauren Archer
+ Caring for your pets
+ Keeping your livestock
healthy and productive
+ State-of-the-art humangrade CT machine
+ Laser therapy machine
+ Mobile service

info@northcoastvetservices.com.au

www.northcoastvetservices.com.au + 02 6684 0735
Clinic: 233 Gulgan Rd
12 The Byron Shire Echo lëƷ ǫǽ ǩǧǩǩ

Between Mullum and Bruns just down the road from Uncle Toms
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Letters
Utterly disappointed
I am, along with many
residents across NSW, utterly
disappointed with our State
government’s response to
the need for truly affordable
housing.
The ‘affordable housing’
boarding house in Bayside
Brunswick will give us 42
boarding rooms, and out of
those we get three (only!)
rooms at the supposedly
significantly discounted rate
of the SEPP, ie; 20 per cent
less than the going rate. My
problem with such logic is
this: if only three rooms can
be deemed as affordable
using the SEPP parking
ratio of just half a car park
per room, then this should
add up to be one-and-a-half
of the parking ratio for
affordability.
This means to me that the
developer gets to provision
the rest of the development
with the same measly half
a car space per room, even
though the rest of the rooms
are not considered to be at
the same affordable rate as
the three rooms. The undesirable result will be huge
numbers of overflow vehicles
parking on the streets of our
residential areas of NSW.
This is just one of the

Cartoon by Francie Lowe

undesirable outcomes of
these so-called affordable
housing developments.
Annie Radermacher
Brunswick Heads

Thoughts on
development
Coastal engineer Angus
Gordon’s thoughts on development and flooding in the
Ocean Shores/New Brighton/
South Golden Beach area
don’t explicitly answer the
question posed in the headline ‘Can residents be protected from the next heavy
weather event’ (Echo, 13
April), but clearly identify the
basic problem: ‘...it should
never have been developed
in the first place.’
Why was this flood-prone

coastal floodplain allowed to
be developed? It might have
something to do with a gullible small-town council being
easily swayed by smoothtalking developers whose ‘...
liberal time payments and
gorgeous lithographs will
populate localities one day
doomed to represent the
dark valley of the shadow of
death.’ (A. Meston, Northern
Star, 18/2/1993).
There is nothing new in
this, but I’m sure it wouldn’t
happen these days, would it?
(Who’s that whispering ‘West
Byron’ in my ear?).
People who have bought
in these areas have every
right to be concerned, but
should be wary of seemingly
easy answers that have

circulated in the area. Part of
this is the claim, attributed
in the article to Jan Mangleson, that ‘Council ordered
Princess Properties to block
the outlet...’, referring to a
temporary flood outlet built
through the dunes by the
developers in 1973.
The reality is that at
the Council meeting on
25/5/1976 the President, as
the Mayor was then called,
referred to ‘...the imminent
close-down of the company’s
operations’, and Council
resolved that ‘Princess Properties Pty Ltd be requested to
restore the access along the
mining road to the north of
the subdivision.’
At the Council meeting on
27/7/1976 the Shire Engineer
reported that ‘Further to
Council’s request to restore
the old mining track in the
vicinity of the temporary
flood outlet north of New
Brighton, a letter has been
received from the Company
indicating the method of
construction proposed...’,
and Council resolved ‘That
the Company’s proposal to
block the temporary outfall
from the Yelgun catchment
be approved by Council.’

WELCOME TO OUR IMMUNIVERSE. . .
• Liposomal immune boosting kit and
individual tonics to naturally up your health
and vitality.
• Kit includes Liposomal Vitamin C,
Turmeric & Ginger, Glutathione and
Vitamin D/ K/ Zinc.
• Liposomals are highly absorbable
and bioavailable.
• Prevention & recovery from
illness, travelling, feeling flat,
going to festivals – a boost is always
a good idea.

SUSTAINABLY SOURCED.
MADE IN BYRON BAY

www.naturalimmunityboost.co
Insta: @naturalimmunityboost
Contact: info@naturalimmunityboost.co
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Suicide PƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ
EŶŚĂŶĐŝŶŐEŵŽƟŽŶĂů Inƚelligence
*SĂǀĞƐPƌĞĐŝŽƵƐLŝǀĞƐ!*

SURFIN’ DNA!

*SHARKATTACK?*

Ύ/ĨĞǀĞƌǇďŽĚǇŚĂĚĂŶŽĐĞĂŶ͕ĂĐƌŽƐƐƚŚĞh͘^͘͘
dŚĞŶĞǀĞƌǇďŽĚǇ͛ĚďĞƐƵƌĮŶ͕͛ůŝŬĞĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝͲĂ͙Ύ
ŚƵĐŬΎĞƌƌǇ͛Ɛ^ƵƌĮŶ͛h^͘ƐƐƵŶŐďǇdŚĞĞĂĐŚŽǇƐ͕ϭϵϲϯ͘

WŚĂƚ͛Ɛ UR CURRENT E. Inƚel DNA PƌŽĮůĞ?
ͻdŚŝƐ͛ƐEKdƚŚĞreal DNAǁĞ͛ǀĞŝŶŚĞƌŝƚĞĚ͘/ƚƐǁŚĂƚ͛ƐŝŶŽƵƌmŝŶĚƐ͕ ͛ƐĂŶĚ
ƐŽƵůƐǁŚĞŶǁĞƌĞĂĐŚŵŝĚͲƚĞĞŶƐ͖ŽƵƌďĂƐŝĐEŵŽƟŽŶĂůMĂŬĞƵƉĨƌŽŵŽƵƌ
early learningĨƌŽŵFĂŵŝůǇ͕FƌŝĞŶĚƐ͕SĐŚŽŽůƐ͕EǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐĞƚĐ͘
ͻƐƟŵĞƉĂƐƐĞƐ͕ǁĞĂĚĚƚŽƚŚĞƐĞĂůůƚŚĞŐŽŽĚͬďĂĚƟŵĞƐ͘dŚŝƐĐĂŶcŚĂŶŐĞ
uƐƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ͕ŝĨǁĞŚĂǀĞTƌĂƵŵĂůŝŬĞsŝŽůĞŶĐĞ͕LŽƐƐ͕SĞƉĂƌĂƟŽŶĞƚĐ͘

*SURFIN’ ƚŚĞWaves Žf Žur LŝǀĞƐ!*
A ĐŽƌŶǇĂŶĂůŽŐǇ! ƵƚƚŚĞƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐŽĨƐƉĞƌĂŶĐĞ͕W.A.͕ǁŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚƚŚŝŶŬƐŽ͖
ĂŌĞƌůŽƐŝŶŐ3ŽĨƚŚĞŝƌƉƌĞĐŝŽƵƐŽwn in 3ǇƌƐ͘ƚŽƐŚĂƌŬƐ! >ĂŶĚůŝŶĞϮϱ͘ϵ͘Ϯϭ͘
ͻϭŽĨƚŚĞŝƌKĐĞĂŶ>ŽǀĞƌƐƐĂŝĚ͚tŚĞŶƚŚĞƐƵƌĨ͛ƐĚŽǁŶϰĂĨĞǁĚĂǇƐ͕
U can feel ƚŚĞǁŚŽůĞƚŽǁŶŐĞƫŶŐitchy!’
ͻĐŽƵƉůĞ͕ϮKĐĞĂŶLovers͕ǁĞƌĞĚŝǀŝŶŐŽīƵůů/ƐůĂŶĚ͘^ŚĞƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƐŚĞ
ƐĂǁĂǁŚĂůĞƚĂŝů͘EĞǆƚƚŚŝŶŐƐŚĞǁĂƐƚƌǇŝŶŐƚŽŚŝƚĂϲM WŚŝƚĞPŽŝŶƚĞƌŽŶŝƚƐ
ŶŽƐĞ͕ĂƐŝƚŬŝůůĞĚŚĞƌ,ƵƐďĂŶĚ!
tĞŐĞƚďĞƐŽƩĞĚ͖ďǇWKW>͕ĨŽƌŵƉŽǁĞƌĨƵůďŽŶĚƐĂŶĚŚĂǀĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶŽĨŽƵƌ
ŽǁŶ͖ďǇd,/E'^ůŝŬĞKĐĞĂŶƐ͕MŽƵŶƚĂŝŶƐ͕,ĞŝŐŚƚƐ͕$$$͕PŽǁĞƌ͕SƵďƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ͕
FĂŵĞ͘DĂŶǇŽĨƵƐZĂƩƌĂĐƚĞĚďǇRISK and DE'Z!
tĐĂŶĂƩĂĐŬĞĚƉŚǇƐŝĐĂůůǇĂŶĚ eŵŽƟŽŶĂůůǇďǇsharksůŝŬĞLŽƐƐͬ'ƌŝĞĨ͕
sŝŽůĞŶĐĞͬSex AƐƐĂƵůƚ͕Family LĂǁ͖ƚŚŝƐůŝƐƚŝƐĂƐĞŶĚůĞƐƐĂƐKĐĞĂŶǁĂǀĞƐ͊
>ŝǀĞƐŽĨ ͬBůŝƐƐͬDƌĞĂŵƐ͕ĐŽŵĞǁŝƚŚEŵŽƟŽŶĂůPain! IT’S a SURE BET!

tŝůůŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ EŵŽƟŽŶĂůIŶƚĞů?
,ĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐн SƵŝĐŝĚĞƐ???

*IT’SASUREBET2!*

*ŶǇŽĐƚŽƌ͕*ϬϬϬ͕ *Emergency 000͕*Lifeline 13 11 14.
ƌĞĂƚĞĚďǇƐŚĞĞƉĨĂƌŵĞƌdŝŵĂƌƌŝƩ͘ĂƌŽƐƐĂsĂůůĞǇ͕^͘͘

This land is your land and this land is
my land, sure, but the world is run by those
that never listen to music anyway.
– Bob Dylan

▶ Continued from page 13
Past Councils must take
the blame for many aspects
of development of these
areas in the first place, but
ordering the closure of the
flood outlet is not one of
them.
Matthew Lambourne
Mullumbimby

Live export ships
ŕşȞĈſƖĶƆĕ
The reopening of Australian
ports to cruise ships took
me back to my first cruise as
a child of ‘ten pound Poms’
in 1958. Although I was only
six, I remember our five
weeks on the rusty old SS
Orontes. Our family sweated
across the equator and lay
sleepless and nauseous as
the ship tossed and groaned
interminably.
The memories of our (in
retrospect) slight discomforts come back to me when
I think of the appallingly
cruel live export trade, which
sends millions of Australian
sheep and cows on hellish
journeys to Southeast Asia
and the Middle East each
year. These terrified animals
are crammed onto ships
many storeys high for a gruelling trip across thousands
of kilometres in all weather
extremes.
More than 2.5 million animals have died on live-export

ships before reaching their
destination, often from heat
stress or starvation – they
don’t recognise the pellets
they’re given as food. Those
who survive the excruciating
journey are taken to filthy
markets, where their throats
are often slit while they’re
still conscious.
If you oppose this unbearable suffering, please call or
write to your federal politicians and let them know it’s
well over time to stop live
exports.
Desmond Bellamy
Special Projects Coordinator
PETA Australia

ëĎŕǀëĈ'ëƷ
Sad Anzac Day to see train
tracks ripped up by Tweed
Shire Council. Fathers of our
Anzacs built, with bullock
teams, the line that opened
in 1894 between Murwillumbah and Casino
At the time, there was
no such thing as the dole
and so many people had no
work. Building the train track
put food on the tables of
Australians and people from
Ireland, China etc…
There were men who lost
their lives while building
that train track. What a
disgrace and a total waste
of extremely valuable rail
infrastructure, owned by the
people of NSW, to rip it up for

a bike path and sell the steel
overseas. Come on Tweed
Shire Council and North
Coast politicians – WAKE UP!
Marie Luxford
Murwillumbah

vindictive methods it uses to
silence critics. If the US felt
secure on the world stage, it
wouldn’t fear a free press, or
kidnap and torture a journalist in an attempt to prove its
might and conceal its crimes.
A nation’s hard power is
its ability to prevail militarily
and win wars, soft power is
its ability to prevail morally
and win approval. The
Taliban broke America’s
hard power and Assange has
demolished its soft power.
John Scrivener
Main Arm

Assange abandoned
Julian Assange is an
Australian citizen and
award-winning journalist.
The US government intends
to prosecute Julian under
US espionage laws for his
award-winning journalism.
The Australian government
has abandoned Assange
to appease Washington,
which seeks to apply US laws
against anyone anywhere in
the world. This exercise in
extraterritorial jurisdiction
just reeks of imperial hubris.
This attitude on the part
of US rulers is emblematic of
their ‘rulers-based order’, in
which they see themselves
as rulers of the whole world.
They make the rules, they
don’t need to heed them.
Hence they routinely violate
international law with impunity, disregard multilateral
conventions and exhibit
contempt for the rights of
others. Their foreign policy is
best described as belligerent
exceptionalism.
The US regime aspires to
full spectrum dominance,
but its real weakness is
exposed by the vicious,

'ĕëſEĕşſīĕ
I sometimes wish I was
possessed of the humour
and talent of GB Shaw, the
great Irish wit and polemical
playwright. He seemed able
to find the humour in the
most serious of situations
and used a mordant wit and
incisive intelligence to present his arguments. Maybe
it’s a gift of the Irish. I had an
old Irish friend who would
say, ‘Don’t be so serious and
miserable, me boy. It’s all a
joke.’ Alas, I don’t accept that
it is all some cosmic joke.
I have never made any
secret of my belief that Byron
Bay has been, and continues
to be, in the process of being
‘done over’. I have watched
the process over some
▶ Continued on page 16

Mullumbimby
Ex-Services Club

Mother’s
Day
Lunch
Sunday 8 May
Escape to Milan….
this Mother’s Day with a special lunch menu of dishes
inspired by the Lombardy region of Italy.

Two course menus (lunch & dessert)
Members $25 Visitors $30
Includes complimentary drink and entry to win a
Mother’s Day hamper.

EXTENDED!
20-50% OFF ALL POTS AND STATUES
HEAVILY DISCOUNTED PAVERS
(FLOOD AFFECTED - WHILST STOCK LASTS)

RANDOM POP-UP SPECIALS
(A VARIETY OF PRODUCTS THROUGHOUT THE MONTH)

HEAVILY DISCOUNTED BAGGED DECORATIVE PEBBLES
HARDWOOD MULCH IS IN ABUNDANCE AND ON SALE.
WAS $38M3 DOWN TO JUST $30M3
WAGNERS GP CEMENT ONLY $7.95 A BAG
Be sure to follow us on Instagram

@Wards_Landscape
to be the ﬁrst to hear about this months
specials and new product drops.

$10 kids menu also available.
Come down and see the team at 1176 Myocum Road, Myocum

Bookings essential ph. 6684 2533 or
www.societabistro.com
Entertainment by John Dixon from 12:30pm

Open and delivering throughout
the Northern Rivers 6 days per week

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
www.wardslandscape.com.au
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MONDAY-FRIDAY 7AM-5PM
SATURDAY 7AM-2PM

02 6684 2323
www.echo.net.au

$GYHUWLVHPHQW

&RXQFLO·V)HDU2I4XHVWLRQV
)HDU2I%HLQJ)RXQG2XW
%\)DVW%XFN

Readers have until 8 May to make submissions as to what provisions should and shouldn’t be included
in the next version of the Code of Meeting Practice. This code sets out various procedures regarding
how councillors, staff and members of the public are meant to proceed at Council meetings.
The Code of Conduct applies at all
WLPHVEXWRQO\WR&RXQFLORIÀFHUV
LHFRXQFLOORUVDQGVWDII ZKLOHWKH
&RGHRI0HHWLQJ3UDFWLFHDSSOLHVWR
HYHU\RQHSUHVHQWEXWRQO\ZKHQD
PHHWLQJLVRIÀFLDOO\LQSURJUHVV
,KDYHWKUHHPDLQDUHDVRIFRQFHUQ
LQUHODWLRQWRZKLFKFKDQJHVVKRXOG
EHPDGH6RPHRIWKHVHSURSRVDOVDUH
PHUHO\UHYHUVLRQVWRKRZWKLQJVZHUH
LQWKH¶JRRGROGGD\V·LHWKH\DUHQRW
UDGLFDODWDOO

+RZORQJZLOOLWEHEHIRUHTXHVWLRQV
DUHFRPSURPLVHGRXWRIH[LVWHQFH
DOWRJHWKHUDVWKH\ZHUHLQDVWKH
UHVXOWRIDVQHDN\PDQRHXYUHE\6LPRQ
5LFKDUGVRQ"7KHULJKWWRLQIRUPDWLRQ
LVDFRUQHUVWRQHRIGHPRFUDF\&KRLFH
ZLWKRXWUHOLDEOHLQIRUPDWLRQWREDVH
LWXSRQLVPHDQLQJOHVV7KRVHZKR
ZLWKKROGUHOLDEOHLQIRUPDWLRQDUHDQWL
GHPRFUDWLFDQGZRXOGÀWLQZHOOLQ
3XWLQ·V5XVVLD

DURXQGDOORIÀYHPLQXWHVLVQ·WKH"
On the one hand he moved motions
VXJJHVWLQJWKDWFRXQFLOORUVVKRXOG
KROGVRPHLQIRUPDOPHHWLQJVZLWKRXW
WKHSUHVHQFHRIVWDII\HWRQWKHRWKHU
KHVHHVQRSUREOHPZLWKVWDIIZLOIXOO\
LQWHUYHQLQJYLDWKH6WUDWHJLF3ODQQLQJ
:RUNVKRS

1RZKHUH·VDWKRXJKWIRU0DUN:KHQ
,ZDVRQ&RXQFLO\RXVLPSO\ORGJHG
\RXUQRWLFHRIPRWLRQDQGLWZDVXS
7KH¶6WUDWHJLF3ODQQLQJ:RUNVKRS·
WR\RXWRGRWKHUHVHDUFKDQGGHYHORS
¶63:· LVDURUWDGHYLFHVHWXSE\
WKHDUJXPHQWV7KHVWDIIVWD\HGRXW
)RUREYLRXVUHDVRQV,GHSORUH&RXQFLO VWDII7KH\FDOOLWD¶ZRUNVKRS·UDWKHU
RILW6RPHWLPHLQWKHODVW\HDUV
UHVROXWLRQVZKLFKSXUSRUWWRH[SHOD
than a ‘committee’ so that staff can
VWDIIVQXFNLQWKLVLGHDWKDWWKH\ZHUH
SHUVRQIRU¶GLVRUGHUO\FRQGXFW·ZLWKRXW
SDUWLFLSDWHZKLOHNHHSLQJWKHSXEOLF
entitled to comment on and analyse
JLYLQJWKHH[SHOOHHDFKDQFHWRGHIHQG
RXWDQGNHHSLQJWKHRXWFRPHDVHFUHW
DFRXQFLOORUVSURSRVDO1RWRQO\WKDW
RUH[SODLQWKHEHKDYLRXUFRPSODLQHGRI ,QRWKHUZRUGVVRWKDWVWDIIFDQTXLHWO\ EXWWKH\ZHUHHQWLWOHGWRPDNHD
%RWKIRUPHU0D\RU6LPRQ5LFKDUGVRQ
SDUWDNHLQWKHGHFLVLRQPDNLQJSURFHVV IRUPDOUHFRPPHQGDWLRQDVWRKRZ
DWKLVODVWPHHWLQJDQGFXUUHQW0D\RU
LQSROLF\PDWWHUVZKHUHEXUHDXFUDWV
FRXQFLOORUVVKRXOGYRWH 7KHODWWHU
0LFKDHO/\RQDWKLVÀUVWPHHWLQJ
VKRXOGVLPSO\EXWWRXWDOWRJHWKHU7KH
ZDVVXEVHTXHQWO\DEROLVKHGEXWWKH
VXFFXPEHGWRJURXSK\VWHULDLQRUGHU
&RGHRI0HHWLQJ3UDFWLFHQHHGVWRPDNH FRPPHQWDU\UHPDLQV 
WRH[SHODSHUVRQZLWKRXWGXHSURFHVV
LWFOHDUWKDWWKHZLVKHVRIVWDIIDUHQRW
7KDWSHUVRQMXVWKDSSHQVWRKDYHEHHQ
ZDQWHGXQOHVVVSHFLÀFDOO\DVNHGIRU
,QRWHWKDWZKHQ0DUNDWWKHODVW
DVWULGHQWFULWLFRIERWKWKHVHFKDSVDQG 7KLVLVHVSHFLDOO\WUXHLQUHODWLRQWR
PHHWLQJSURSRVHGWKDWFRXQFLOORUV
RIWKHLUJRRGPDWHVWKH&RXQFLOVWDII
SROLF\PDWWHUVVXFKDVWKH&RGH
VKRXOGRQRFFDVLRQPHHWZLWKRXWWKH
(The lynch mob mentality is alive and
SUHVHQFHRIVWDIIWKHVWDIIFRPPHQWV
ZHOOLQ%\URQ6KLUHDV&U'XQFDQ'H\
7KHUROHRIVWDIILVWZRIROG L WR
ZHUH VXUSULVHVXUSULVH QRWRQO\
FRXOGQRGRXEWDWWHVW
enact the decisions of those elected
highly negative but quite misleading.
WRPDNHVXFKGHFLVLRQVDQG LL WR
,QWKLVZD\WKH\ZHUHLQGLUHFWO\DEOH
7KH&RXQFLOVWDIIDQGWKHLUSVHXGR
PDNHVXUHWKDWWKRVHGHFLVLRQVDUH
WRWHOO&U/DSGRJKRZKHDQGKLV
JUHHQODSGRJVKDYHDWHUURURI
EDVHGRQUHOLDEOHDQGIXOVRPHDGYLFH
LONVKRXOGYRWH²ZKLFKWKH\GLG
TXHVWLRQVHVSHFLDOO\P\TXHVWLRQV
DQGLQIRUPDWLRQDQGSURYLGHGE\VWDII
LQFOXGLQJXQIRUWXQDWHO\&U'H\
DQGDWWKHÀUVWPHHWLQJRIWKHQHZ
DFWLQJLQJRRGIDLWK7KHUROHRIVWDII
&RXQFLOLQ-DQXDU\VWDIISURSRVHG is not toV\VWHPDWLFDOO\XQGHUPLQH
0\VSHFLÀFSURSRVDOV
WREDQSXEOLFTXHVWLRQVDOWRJHWKHU
FRXQFLOORUV·GHFLVLRQPDNLQJIRUWKH
,QUHVSRQVHWRDVXEVHTXHQWTXHVWLRQ
EHQHÀWRIWKRVHZKRIDYRXUXQOLPLWHG
 L 7KH6WUDWHJLF3ODQQLQJ:RUNVKRS
IURPPH5DOSK-DPHVSXUSRUWHGWKDW
GHYHORSPHQWPDWHVUDWHVSURFHGXUDO
LVQRWWREHXVHGDVDVRXUFHRIVR
VWDIIKDG¶GHULYHG·WKLVEDQQLQJLGHD
VKRUWFXWVDQGZDVWDJHRISXEOLFIXQGV
called consensus on any issue i.e.
IURPWKH6WDWHJRYHUQPHQW·VPRGHO
DVDGHIDFWRSUHOLPLQDU\GHFLVLRQ
This is nonsense; the Model Code
*********************
PDNLQJERG\¶:RUNVKRS· WUDLQLQJRU
RI0HHWLQJ3UDFWLFHGRHVQRWHYHQ
IDPLOLDULVDWLRQ
EURDFKWKHVXEMHFWRISXEOLFTXHVWLRQV
$WWKHODVWPHHWLQJRI&RXQFLO,DVNHG
,QRWKHUZRUGVWKHVWDIIEODWDQWO\
&U0DUN6ZLYHOWRH[SODLQKRZ
LL 7KH63:LVWREHUHVWULFWHGWR
LQWHUIHUHGLQDSROLF\GHEDWHZKLOH
ZK\DQGZKHQQRUPDOFRPPLWWHH
VWUDWHJLFSODQQLQJLVVXHVRQO\FRQVLVWHQW
KLQWLQJDWQRQH[LVWHQWRIÀFLDOEOHVVLQJ SURFHVVHVFDPHWREHSDUWLDOO\
ZLWKQRUPDO(QJOLVKODQJXDJHXVDJH
6XEVHTXHQWO\WKHPDWWHUZHQWWRWKH
UHSODFHGE\WKH63:+LVUHSO\VKRUQ
VRFDOOHG¶6WUDWHJLF3ODQQLQJ:RUNVKRS· RILWVFDPRXÁDJHZDVHVVHQWLDOO\‘I
LLL 7KH&RXQFLOPXVWGHFOLQHWR
ZKHUHD¶FRQVHQVXV·HPHUJHGWKDWonly
don’t know’7KLVLVOD]\DQGSLVV
GHEDWHVWDIIUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVLVVXLQJ
questions pertaining to the current
ZHDNFRQVLGHULQJKHKDVWKHVWDII
IURPWKH63:7KH/RFDO*RYHUQPHQW
agenda VKRXOGEHSHUPLWWHG7KLVLV
DWKLVÀQJHUWLSVWRH[SODLQGDWHV
$FWH[SOLFLWO\SURKLELWVVDLGERG\IURP
ZKDWWKHGUDIW&RGHQRZSURSRVHVIRU
UHOHYDQW&RXQFLOUHVROXWLRQV&RXQFLO
PDNLQJHYHQSUHOLPLQDU\GHFLVLRQV$
community comment.
GHOHJDWLRQVUHVWUXFWXULQJDQG
´FRQVHQVXVµLVDGHIDFWR´GHFLVLRQµLI
DQ\WKLQJHOVHWKRXJKWUHOHYDQW0DUN
LWUHVXOWVLQDVSHFLÀFFRXUVHRIDFWLRQ
&OHDUO\IHDURITXHVWLRQV IHDURIEHLQJ ZHQWRQWRGHVFULEHPHDV¶REVHVVLYH·
5DOSK-DPHV·VZRUGJDPHVGRQ·W
IRXQGRXW2XU&RXQFLOVWDIIGRKDYHD
IRUDVNLQJWZRTXHVWLRQVRQWKHVDPH
change that.
ORWWRIHDU6HHIRUH[DPSOHODVWZHHN·V
VXEMHFW+RZGDUH,SUREHGHHSO\
EchoVWRU\H[SODLQLQJKRZVWDIIVROGRXW ZKHQ0DUNRQO\ÁXWWHUVDERXWRQ
'HFLVLRQVDVWRZKHWKHUDSDUWLFXODU
WKHFRPPXQLW\RQWKH:HVW%\URQLVVXH WKHVXUIDFHRIWKLQJV«)XUWKHUPRUH
SURSRVHGFKDQJHWRWKH&RGHRI
HVVHQWLDOO\E\VDERWDJLQJDFRXUWFDVH,I ,FRXOGKDUGO\KDYH´FRQIXVHGµWKH
0HHWLQJ3UDFWLFH KRZHYHUPLQLPDO 
WKHFXUUHQWGUDIWYHUVLRQRIWKH&RGHLV
63:ZLWKWKH&RPPXQLW\6WUDWHJLF
RUWRDQ\RWKHU&RXQFLOSROLF\VKRXOG
VXFFHVVIXOQRRQHZRXOGEHDEOHWRDVN
VRPHWKLQJRURWKHUZKHQ,KDGQHYHU EHSXEOLFO\H[KLELWHGRUQRWLWVKRXOG
DTXHVWLRQDERXWWKDWPDWWHUXQWLO:HVW HYHQKHDUGRIWKHODWWHUXQWLO0DUN
EHPDGHE\WKHHOHFWHG&RXQFLOQRW
%\URQLVQH[WPHQWLRQHGLQWKHDJHQGD
mentioned it.
by staff.
²ZKLFKPD\EH\HDUVDZD\
I must say I found it quite amusing
WREHIXUWKHUWROGWKDW,¶SURIRXQGO\
&RXQFLOGXULQJSXEOLFDFFHVVDOORZ
,WVKRXOGEHUHPHPEHUHGWKDWRQH
PLVXQGHUVWDQG·WKHUHODWLRQVKLS
TXHVWLRQVIURPPHPEHUVRIWKHSXEOLF
TXHVWLRQSHUPHHWLQJSHUSHUVRQ
EHWZHHQVWDIIDQGFRXQFLOORUV0DUNLV WKDWSHUWDLQWRJHQHUDO&RXQFLOEXVLQHVV
LVLWVHOIDQKLVWRULFDOFRPSURPLVH
TXLWHFRXUDJHRXVIRUDJX\ZKR·VEHHQ ZKHWKHURQWKHFXUUHQWDJHQGDRUQRW
www.echo.net.au

:KHWKHURUQRWDSDUWLFXODU
SXEOLFTXHVWLRQLVWREH¶DOORZHG·RU
¶GLVDOORZHG·LVWREHGHFLGHGRQWKH
GD\E\DYRWHRI&RXQFLOQRWVHFUHWO\
E\WKHPD\RURUE\VWDIISULRUWRWKH
PHHWLQJDVLVSUHVHQWO\GRQH
5. In the event of an alleged ‘act
RIGLVRUGHU·E\DQ\RQHSUHVHQWWKH
DFFXVHGLVWREHJLYHQWKHRSSRUWXQLW\
WRGHIHQGRUH[SODLQKLPVHOIKHUVHOI
SULRUWRDQ\YRWHIRUH[SXOVLRQIRU
DQ\GHPDQGIRUDQDSRORJ\RUIRUDQ\
RWKHUVDQFWLRQ
$FRUSRUDWHHQWLW\WKDWLVD
UDWHSD\HURULVWKHRZQHURSHUDWRU
RIDEXVLQHVVZLWKLQWKH6KLUHLV
SHUPLWWHGWRSURWHFWLWVLQWHUHVWVRU
WKHSXEOLFLQWHUHVWE\DVNLQJTXHVWLRQV
LQWKHVDPHZD\DVDPHPEHURIWKH
SXEOLFDFRUSRUDWLRQEHLQJOHJDOO\D
SHUVRQ
,QWKHHYHQWWKDWWKHDQVZHURU
UHVSRQVHWRDOHJLWLPDWHTXHVWLRQSXW
WR&RXQFLOGRHVQRWE\HYDVLRQRU
RWKHUGHYLFHSURGXFHWKHLQIRUPDWLRQ
VRXJKW&RXQFLOZLOOXSRQFRPSODLQ
YRWHDVWRZKHWKHUWKHTXHVWLRQHULV
HQWLWOHGWRDVNWKHVDPHTXHVWLRQ RU
YDULDQWWKHUHRI DJDLQDWWKHQH[W
PHHWLQJLQDGGLWLRQWRWKHQRUPDOO\
SHUPLWWHGTXHVWLRQIRUWKDWPHHWLQJ
:LOIXOIDLOXUHE\DVWDII
PHPEHURUFRXQFLOORUWRDQVZHUD
OHJLWLPDWHTXHVWLRQE\WKHXVHRI
HYDVLRQPLVGLUHFWLRQLUUHOHYDQFH
PLVUHSUHVHQWDWLRQRUVLPLODUWHFKQLTXH
LVFRQVLGHUHGDQDFWRIGLVUHVSHFWDQG
DEUHDFKRIWKH&RGHRI&RQGXFW
6WDIIZLOOQRWSDUWLFLSDWHLQGHEDWH
E\RIIHULQJFRPPHQWVXSRQRU
analyses of Notices of mMotion unless
VSHFLÀFDOO\UHTXHVWHGE\WKHPRYHU
*********************
Occasionally The Echo has
SXEOLVKHGOHWWHUVIURP2OLYHU
'XQQWKHIRUPHU6KLUH3UHVLGHQW
LH0D\RU ,UHPLQGKLPDQG
RWKHUVWKDWKHZDVP\PHQWRU
DQGVSHFLÀFDOO\DGYLVHG¶DVN
TXHVWLRQVDVNTXHVWLRQVDQGDVN
TXHVWLRQV·+HDOVRDOHUWHGPHWR
WKHH[LVWHQFHRIWKH¶VWDIIPDQ·LQ
WKRVHGD\VXVXDOO\D\RNHOIDUPHU
ZKRWKRXJKWWKDWDQ\RQHZHDULQJ
DZKLWHFROODUZDVDXWRPDWLFDOO\
WREHDGPLUHGWUXVWHGDQG
IROORZHG7KHVHGD\VZHFDOOWKHP
ODSGRJV2OLYHUZDVDOVRSULPDULO\
UHVSRQVLEOHIRUWKHGHPLVHRI0D[
(DVWFRWWWKHEXUHDXFUDWIURPKHOO
%XWWKDW·VDQRWKHUVWRU\
$GYHUWLVHPHQWSODFHGE\)DVW%XFN
lëƷǫǽǩǧǩǩ The Byron Shire Echo 15

Letters
▶ Continued from page 14
decades and nothing, in
my opinion, seems to have
changed. The worst thing
is that the process seems
inexorable, and there seems
little to be done to prevent
developments that would
seem not in the best interests of the place. We see the
amount of time, energy and
money expended over the
West Byron DAs, as the most
recent example.

North Coast news online
Paul Kingsnorth in his
England, the Battle against
the Bland describes the
process we go through as
asking the public for their
opinions and feedback on
a proposed development
project, (thereby being seen
as paying lip service to some
kind of democratic process),
but ignoring feedback for the
most part and then simply
getting what they want and
going ahead and doing it

anyway. And pouring large
amounts of cash into the
process is seen as the lubricant to achieve their ends.
I shake my head in
bemusement over The Echo’s
article on the appointment
of a former mayor of Byron
to the Northern Regional
Planning Panel at a recent
Council meeting. But, as my
late Irish friend would say,
‘Don’t be so miserable…’
I voted for Fast Buck$ for
Mayor at the last Council
election.
David Morris
Byron Bay

Safe as houses

0466 637 378
admin@muskensbuilding.com
muskensbuilding.co

BuildeUҋs LIC: #334064C

We live in a safe seat. Isn’t it
wonderful to feel ‘safe’. The
downside is that we will never
be promised a multi-storey
car park for Mullumbimby
railway station or any of the
other magnanimous gestures
that arrive in a pork barrel.
It is estimated that about
thirty-four seats are up for
grabs this election to be
decided by four million
people. This means the votes
of about 13.5 million people
don’t really matter because
they are in ‘safe seats’.
Perhaps it is time we turned
the seat of Richmond into an
‘unsafe seat’ so we too can
dip into the pork barrel.
George Graham
Byron Bay

Plant a seed
Wonderful for The Echo to
give the space for Grade
three student, Leo Turnbull,
to write about his flood
experiences. It is refreshing
to read an honest account.
Often we make unconscious
decisions based on traumas
or exciting occasions which
carry over to adult life. I hope
Leo sees the impact he has
made as a writer and I hope
this is added to his CV –
whatever the size!
Only time will tell if and
what he will take from this
event to help himself and
others in the future.
Raphael Lee Cass
Byron Bay

Transparency and
open government
Like Adrian Gattenhof (Letters, 13/4), I voted for Council
candidates I believed would
really represent the community interest and employ
common sense where
required. It was bad enough
when they failed to support a
time limit on holiday letting,
but then came the fining
of the woman who dared
to paint her house purple
(lilac?) in the heritage area.
This was ridiculous and obviously harmful to the woman
in question – Council should
retract that decision or
▶ Continued on page 24

The election this month
Q My excitement about the

electoral result is rising fast!
This is a stellar chance to
reconstruct our democracy
to deliver for all people.
Anger and boredom are
mounting steadily, the result
of campaign lies and irrelevance that stoke fears.
A raft of Independents can
deliver as follows: love over
fear; peace versus warring
factional troops; intelligent,
balanced individuals with
compassion for all, versus
irrational partisan empathy
for some; welfare of locals
versus corporate agendas.
Let’s bolster democracy
with new laws that value Independents over dangerously
manipulated political parties.
Undemocratic partisan foundations of sand have always
caused instability and wars.
The biggest challenge of
all will be legislation to bring
to heel globalist corporations
with unsavoury agendas for
humanity. They are, even
now, manipulating our media
to pump out propaganda
favouring established parties.
Absent transparency,
parties direct mountains
of public money to favour
selected corporations – great
economic managers indeed!
So be courageous,
vote with your heart first,

and place big parties last.
Hayo van der Woude
Mullumbimby
Q So, now our ‘Independent’ advocates of ‘transparent government’ are holding
important meetings that affect
the fabric of our beloved town
(Mullum) behind closed doors.
C’mon guys, you can do
better than this. Only Duncan
Dey answered my pre-election concerns openly and
only he agreed to be filmed
by esteemed filmmaker David
Bradbury. I’m disillusioned with
the Greens, and all party politics, as are most people I know,
but Duncan has the authenticity to walk his talk and I’m glad
we have him on Council.
Do we really want a large
block of flats in the centre
of town? It would be a big
change for little Mullum and
what’s left of the car park
will no doubt be taken up by
residents’ cars.
Let’s look at long-term
solutions and not go for a
quick fix. There’s acres of
land on the edges of town – a
healthy walk from amenities.
And how about involving
those you claim to represent with open process?
We’d appreciate that.
L Grace
Wilsons Creek

NOW SERVING AT
̨̨ΨEd^Ψ$$

MULLUMBIMBY
TUESDAY  SATURDAYS
̤̤̦̣͛]ΨΨ̬}]Ψ
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Articles

Rectifying an atrocious injustice
by the Morrison Government
PŕlëſĈĲǩǧǩǩǽdĶćĕſëōëſƐƷld!ǽ!ëƐĲĕſĶŕĕ!ƖƆëĈŊëŕŕşƖŕĈĕĎĲĕſ
ſĕƆĶīŕëƐĶşŕĪſşŔżëſōĶëŔĕŕƐȎĕǔĕĈƐĶưĕĶŕƖīƖƆƐȏşưĕſƐĲĕĪĕĎĕſëō
īşưĕſŕŔĕŕƐȜƆĲëŕĎōĶŕīşĪƐĲĕǖşşĎĶŕīĎĶƆëƆƐĕſşŕƖƆƐſëōĶëȜƆĕëƆƐĈşëƆƐȂ
Catherine Cusack

I

t saddens me to realise
that, having served 19
years in NSW Parliament,
one of my best achievements
has been accomplished by
quitting and surrendering
five years remaining in my
term as a Liberal MP. I am
not sad to be going – just
dismayed that such a drama
should have been necessary
to rectify the atrocious
injustice in the Morrison
Government’s politicised
funding for flood victims.
I am most sad to realise
many young journalists,
public servants and citizens
accept such unethical
behaviour by a federal
government as being
‘normal politics’ – when in
fact it is not normal at all. It
is completely unacceptable
and I have spent
considerable time trying to
understand how it can even
be legal to discriminate
between flood victims who
suffered catastrophic losses
on the basis of their location
rather than their need?

ōĕīëōǕĈƐĶşŕ
The only plausible
explanation suggested is
that it was made legal by
the Emergency Declaration
belatedly announced by
the Prime Minister during
his Lismore visit – allegedly
to cut red tape. They
constructed a legal fiction
about ‘badly flooded’
Local Government Areas
(Lismore and other LGAs
in the federal seat of Page)
and excluded what they
call ‘lesser flooded’ LGAs,
including Tweed, Byron and
Ballina (in the federal seat of
Richmond).
At first I naively assumed
the whole policy was a
terrible mistake and tried for
a week to explain it wasn’t
LGAs that flooded – it was
river systems and rivers that
flooded. So for example,
the massive body of water
that surged through Lismore
did not vanish inside that
LGA – no, it travelled to
sea through river towns
like Coraki, Woodburn and
into Ballina Shire villages
like Cabbage Tree Island,
Wardell and Ballina. It
was the same water – if
www.echo.net.au

Former Liberal Party MLC, Catherine Cusack assumed office
in 2003 and retired in the aftermath of this year’s flood.
anything, it was more water
because, for the first time
since official records began,
the Richmond and Wilsons
Rivers rivers were both in
flood when they converged
at Coraki.

ĎĕëōĪşſëīĕ
When it became apparent
they would not give up
on this ridiculous notion
of ‘lesser flooded LGAs’
I reached the sickening
realisation that it was
not a mistake, it really
was constructed to meet
the political needs of
the government, not the
financial needs of victims.
It was a special deal for
Page voters because it’s a
coalition government seat,
without the unwanted
expense of including
victims in the Labor seat of
Richmond.
The federal government
was unresponsive during
that week I spent frantically
trying to work this out.
Fun fact; the Office of
the Federal Minister for
Emergency Services phone
rang out maybe 50 times
and she doesn’t have an
answering service. The
Nationals MP for Page, Kevin
Hogan did not reply to my
message. Incompetence?
Or deliberate evasion? I
raised the issue with the
NSW premier and the Liberal
Party head office. It was only
when every button I tried to
push proved floppy, that I

accepted it really was as bad
as it looked, and I gave up in
complete disgust.

hoping we can send a rocket
to Canberra by electing
Mandy Nolan. Ugh, she is a
Green – but the times and
the situation is such that
in spite of my economic
conservatism, I can cope
with that.
We need to put her
personal integrity first. She
has been a friend, lightening
our lives with humour
for years – and I deeply
admire her authenticity and
passion for our community
and her environmental
values.
Truly, it’s time for
Richmond to put ourselves
forward into the Canberra
limelight and have an
authentic voice articulating
who we are, what’s really
happened here, and insist
on justice for our flood
victims.
This election for me is a
no brainer.

Op Shop
Cnr Tweed St & Booyun St
Brunswick Heads
Next to IGA Supermarket

Mon to Fri 10am–4pm
Sat 9am–1pm

ALL CLOTHES $2
byrondogrescue.org • Ph 0447 927 600

żżëōōĶŕīëƐƐĶƐƖĎĕ
This appalling attitude
towards thousands of our
flood victims aggravated
an already growing
sense of anger that our
community was being
treated as second class. It
really took hold during the
lockdown phases of the
pandemic when we were
pretty much abandoned
to endure Queensland’s
border closures. The chaotic
vaccination rollout saw us
deprived of fair access – so
that when Sydney came out
of lockdown, our vax rate
was too low, resulting in
our young people who were
last in line for the jab, and
had followed all the advice,
finding themselves barred
from cafes, swimming
pools and libraries. We
were branded an anti-vax
community and instead of
being given understanding
or an apology we were told it
was our own fault.
Both major parties have
mistreated us, and our
federal Labor MP who was
useless during the border
closures has capitalised
politically on the floods but
achieved nothing by way
of pledges to rectify any of
these injustices. Where is the
hope?
I have turned away
from Party considerations
lëƷǫǽǩǧǩǩ The Byron Shire Echo 19
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North Coast news online

There’s something about Mandy!
Natural, drug-free headache and migraine approach

Ph: 0475

75 75 10

+ Advanced head, neck and jaw assessment,
treatment and management.

Phone for an immediate, obligation-free
phone consultation.
Let us help
you gain a
better quality
of life...

tHeadache and Migraine
tJaw pain – locking – clicking – grinding
t Vestibular – dizziness – vertigo

72 Byron Street, Bangalow – opposite the Public School

www.bangalowheadacheclinic.com.au

Echo Northern Rivers 2022
Flood Donation Appeal
Thanks to our donors, the Echo
Northern Rivers Flood Donation
Appeal has raised $86,319 to
2pm on Tuesday 3 May for
organisations helping
ƮRRGDƪHFWHGSHRSOH
We will leave the appeal open, as the
LPSDFWVRIWKHƮRRGZLOOEHORQJODVWLQJ
DQGZHDUHVWLOOEHLQJDSSURDFKHG
E\JUDVVURRWVRUJDQLVDWLRQVQHHGLQJ
IXQGLQJEXWWKHVZLIWUHVSRQVHRI
SULYDWHGRQRUVWRRXUIXQGKDVHQDEOHG
PRQH\WRƮRZZKHQLWZDV
PRVWQHHGHG
To donate scan this QR code,
go to GoFundMe and search
for “Echo Northern Rivers 2022
ƮRRGGRQDWLRQDSSHDOq

  
When former World Champion
Anatoly Karpov was placed on a
US sanctions list in March, few
noticed that another Grandmaster
was also added to the list – a
Frenchman!
Joel Lautier learned to read
Russian at the age of 12 in order to
study Soviet chess literature.
(Chess books from the USSR were
incredibly cheap and Lautier’s
father, a 2200 rated player, had
built up a chess library with many
books in Russian.)
The rewards of Lautier’s efforts
– which involved convincing five
school friends that they wanted to
learn Russian so that his school
would employ a teacher of the
language – were considerable.
Lautier won the 1988 World
Junior Under 20 Championship in
Adelaide aged only 15 and later
become an elite player, one of the
few to enjoy a plus score against
the dominator Garry Kasparov.
After his retirement from chess
in 2006, aged 33, Lautier moved to
Moscow and studied at Wharton
and Skolkovo business schools. He
then parlayed his knowledge of
Russian into an entry to the
Russian finance world, his chess
skills opening plenty of doors. (‘I
like to bring my business partners

and friends to [major] tournaments,’
he has said, ‘and luckily they happen
quite often in Moscow.’
Lautier founded a consulting
firm ‘Russia Goes Global’, which
specialised in buying, merging, and
selling Russian companies. He
worked with some of Russia’s
biggest firms, the billionaire leaders
of which make up much of the
Russian Chess Federation’s board
(and are now under sanctions).
Lautier went all in with his new
friends. After the annexation of
Crimea, he used an interview to
complain about the ‘demonisation’
of Russia and urged Europe to
expand business links with Russia.
He was also a director in a
number of companies including
Sovcombank, which became one of
the first banks sanctioned by the US
the day after the Ukraine invasion
began. (Sovcombank was deemed to
be a key bank enabling Vladimir
Putin and his associates to enrich
themselves.) A day later Lautier
resigned from the board of directors
but, because such a resignation
could only become official after a
shareholder meeting, he was still a
director when in March the US
extended the sanctions from the
bank itself to its officials.
Fortunately for Lautier, the
European Union has not followed
suit, which means that only his
assets in the US can be seized.
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Q There’s something about
Mandy! You either love her
or hate her. She is incredibly
polarising in our community.
On the love-her side,
there are hundreds of people
Mandy has helped make massive breakthroughs in confidence, self-expression, and
self-esteem by participating
in her comedy courses. There
are thousands of people
she has brought to tears of
laughter with decades of
comedy gigs. As well as the
many Echo readers that bear
a Mandy-induced smile each
week owing to some amusing
insight in her column.
Over on the hate-her side,
there are loads of people
that absolutely despise her.
They deride her as crazy, provax, man-hating, man-loving,
not funny and all manner of
other slurs I choose not to
include in this letter.
Now that she’s running for
The Greens, the polarisation
couldn’t be more apparent.
A disclaimer: I love Mandy,
we are friends, I have done
several of her courses. I think
she’s funny and intelligent.
But on politics, we differ.
Given that she is a comedian,
Mandy is not someone
I would initially choose
to represent me or this
community when it comes
to something serious like
politics. But in this instance,
it’s a no-brainer.
You see, we have a unique
opportunity to have our
Richmond representative be
someone who actually lives
where we live in Mullumbimby. Mandy doesn’t live
in Ballina or Tweed Heads or
Byron Bay – none of the big
centres. She lives right here
in Mullumbimby, right in the
heart of Richmond.
Her family is here, her
community is here, her
interests are here. Finally,
we could have someone that
understands our community’s wants and needs and is

able to take them to a federal
platform.
And they will listen. Why?
Because they’ll have to.
Mandy, a big woman with
a big mouth will be using the
full weight of her words to
have our message heard.
She won’t tolerate deaf
dickheads saying stupid shit
at her; she’s had to deal with
hecklers her whole career.
She knows how to communicate effectively; she’s
maintained a weekly column
longer than most of us have
held jobs. Most importantly,
she’s fearless and will go for
the jugular. That’s why I am
voting Mandy for Richmond.
Obi McDonald-Saint
Wilsons Creek

Greens, Labor & LNP
Q I support Mandy Nolan
for Richmond and I also
urgently want Albanese to be
our PM. Actually, after Adam
Bandt’s brilliant address to
the Press Club, I’d prefer him
for PM! Alas, it’s not possible.
I will vote as I generally do: 1
Greens, 2 Labor and LNP last.
Preferential voting means a
vote for the Greens is NEVER
wasted.
We have become used
to uninspiring, out of touch
politicians more concerned
about their sponsors than
we the people. But it doesn’t
need to be that way. I’ve
been volunteering for Mandy,
because I feel excited about
being represented by someone I admire and am deeply
aligned with. Mandy only
needs a 4–5 per cent swing
to get in. We have a golden
opportunity for progressive
change.
Labor have approved well
over 100 new coal mines,
even after urging the coalition to transition faster. Labor
are not planning to raise
income support above the
poverty line, address affordable housing or make refugee
policies more humane. So

CARPETS
RUGS & VINYLS
Ray
Towers

even though I prefer Labor to
the LNP, to me there is little
point in a Labor government
without enough progressives
to keep them accountable on
important issues.
I met Justine when I
went to her office with Stop
Adani Byron Shire to deliver
a petition. She met with us,
was polite and supported
us in principle. But her party
didn’t, so she had to vote
with them to expand coal
and gas, and her position
may have put her on the
backbench.
With Mandy alongside
Adam in the lower house,
the Greens’ policies will be
debated, so many more
progressive bills can make it
through to the Senate.
Vote 1 Mandy Nolan for
Richmond and 1 David Shoebridge in the Senate.
Jenni Cargill-Strong
Ballina

Government MIA
Q It’s beginning to look like a
pattern: Government support
gone missing when it is most
needed. Whether it’s holidaying in Hawaii in the midst
of devastating bushfires,
stuffing up tracing apps and
vaccines during a pandemic,
or leaving people to organise
their own emergency
response during floods. The
message is: ‘you’re on your
own – deal with it’. Looks like
gross incompetence right?
But what if this is actually
incompetence by design?
Are we supposed to lose
faith in the government
safety net altogether?
If we listened to Morrison
as Social Services Minister
in 2015 saying that ‘welfare
must be a good deal for
investors’ things become
clearer. We pay taxes to
enable the government to
provide for infrastructure,
emergency services, support
for the disadvantaged and
much more. By making this

support dependant on being
‘an attractive proposition for
business’ the government
is essentially breaking its
pact with us. It’s saying that
providing for the collective
good of society is optional
and not to be relied on.
So, we may ask, what are
we then paying taxes for?
This is beyond the ideology of
‘small government’ or ‘cutting
red tape’ so business can get
on with things. This is undermining our faith in the role of
government altogether.
What we’ve seen is a
willful trashing of the brand
of government in Australia
– regardless of who’s in
charge. In America that was
happening at speed under
Trump. People must fend for
themselves – many are only
one misfortune away from
living on the street.
Do not be led down
this path, do not lower
your expectations of what
a government should be
capable of. Yes – we do
deserve competent management of pandemics, extreme
disasters, access to housing
and an effective transition to
a renewable economy. Do not
turn your back this election,
instead, look with open-eyed
scrutiny. Who is merely
offering photo ops, PR stunts
and soundbites, and who has
policies, financed by fair taxes
on billionaires, to restore
Australia to a place that
values looking out for each
other? This is what we teach
our children. They deserve a
better place to grow up.
Mandy Nolan has a
proven record of working
for and advocating for a fair
go for all. The Greens are
the only party in Australia
who do not accept ‘donations’ from corporate
interest groups with ‘special
demands’ that must be
repaid once in office.
Marion Riordan
Nunderi

ƏȇǕƏǼȒɯ ژƺɀɎǝƺɎǣƬ ژǣɀ Ə ƳȒƬɎȒȸٮǼƺƳً ǼȒƬƏǼǼɵ
ȒɯȇƺƳً ژȇƺɯ ژƬȒɀȅƺɎǣƬ ƬǼǣȇǣƬ ژȒǔǔƺȸǣȇǕ ƬɖɀɎȒȅǣɀƺƳ
ƫƺƏɖɎɵɎȸƺƏɎȅƺȇɎɀǣȇƬǼɖƳǣȇǕژǣȇǴƺƬɎƏƫǼƺɀًRXIÈ
ÈǼɎȸƏǔȒȸȅƺȸXXXƏȇƳɀǸǣȇɎǝƺȸƏȵɵِژ
(ȸ hƺȅȅƏ ɖɖǼɎǴƺȇɀ ƏȇƳ (ȸ 0ȅǣǼɵ çȒȸɀɎȒȇ ɯȒɖǼƳ
ǼȒɮƺɎȒɯƺǼƬȒȅƺɵȒɖǣȇɎȒɎǝƺ ژƏȇǕƏǼȒɯژ
ƺɀɎǝƺɎǣƬژɀȵƏƬƺɯǣɎǝƏȇژȒȵƺȇǣȇǕɀȵƺƬǣƏǼٍ
ǼǼ ǣȇǣɎǣƏǼ ƬȒȇɀɖǼɎɀ ɯǣǼǼ ƫƺ ƬȒȅȵǼǣȅƺȇɎƏȸɵ
ƏȇƳژÁ«0Áx0zÁ³ ژۏדאIIژǔȒȸɎǝƺȅȒȇɎǝɀȒǔxƏɵ
ƏȇƳhɖȇƺِ
³ɎȒƬǸǣȇǕ ɀȵƺƬɎ (ȸً 0ɵ0ȇɮɵً áȸǣȇǸǼƺɀ ³ƬǝȅǣȇǸǼƺɀ
ƏȇƳXȅƫǣƫƺِ

Towers Drive, Mullumbimby
PH 6684 2467
raytowerscarpets.com.au

ȵȵȒǣȇɎȅƺȇɎɀƬƏȇƫƺژƫȒȒǸƺƳɎǝȸȒɖǕǝȒɖȸɯƺƫɀǣɎƺ
ȒȸɮǣƏƺȅƏǣǼِ
³ɖǣɎƺאًדƫɵȸȒȇɀɎȸƺƺɎً ژƏȇǕƏǼȒɯًz³áחוגא
ǝƺǼǼȒ۬ƫƏȇǕƏǼȒɯƏƺɀɎǝƺɎǣƬِƬȒȅ
ɯɯɯِƫƏȇǕƏǼȒɯƏƺɀɎǝƺɎǣƬِƬȒȅ
۬ƫƏȇǕƏǼȒɯƏƺɀɎǝƺɎǣƬ

www.echo.net.au

Support local causes at Hotel Brunswick
by joining Publinc Communities today.
Being a member of our Publinc Communities membership progam not only means you’ll gain
access to awesome perks, you’ll earn points to pledge to the causes of your choice. We’ll then
PQNJPDKOALKEJPOEJPKNA=H?=OD@KJ=PEKJOOKPD=PPKCAPDANSA?=JI=GA=@EÇANAJ?A HK?=HHU

Now proudly
supporting Marine
Rescue Brunswick and
Brunswick SLSC

www.publinc.com.au

Hotel Brunswick: 4 Mullumbimbi St, Brunswick Heads
www.echo.net.au
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Collective Power for Positive Change
Synchronised practice for people of all beliefs and choices.
This event will be held on the 1st Saturday of the month

Vale Main Arm’s Ray Goodwin
Brian Mollet

Join us 7:30pm on Sat 7th May 2022 at:
!ŲŲƙóďĞśśPóśśɋ!ŲŲśóŤŲŦ±ĐĞŦŃĐ(ƙŃǍĞɋ!ŲŲƙóďĞśśv±Þ

!hanting starts 8pm - bring a cushion
jŃǍĞ±ƭƙĞóŤƭľƙŲƵķľŲƵƙH ƖóķĞ
ľƭƭƖơɊɖɖǎǎǎɐĶóĐĞďŲŲŘɐĐŲŤɖȏȌŤŃŦƵƭĞơĶŲƙĶƙĞĞėŲŤ

es for fr
ut

dom
ee

30 min

Afterwards FREE tea, cake and live music
¾ŲƖƙóĐƭŃĐĞƭľĞĐľóŦƭľƭƭƖơɊɖɖǔŲƵƭƵɐďĞɖǓÝŤɗ¨ɮŲǎȎŦ1

Step 1
Chant for 10 mins:ɓjŲŘóó±óŤóơƭľó±ƵŘľŃŦŲ ľóǍóŦƭƵɓ
Translation: tóǔóśśďĞŃŦķơďĞľóƖƖǔɋľĞóśƭľǔóŦėĶƙĞĞ

Step 2
±óǔƭľĞŃŦƭĞŦƭŃŲŦɊɓtóǔóśśŤóŦŘŃŦėďĞĶƙĞĞóŦėƵŦŃƭĞėɋśŃǍŃŦķǎŃƭľ
ƖĞóĐĞʼśŲǍĞɓ

Step 3
tĞėŃƭóƭŃŲŦȎȌŤŃŦơɢóŦǔƭĞĐľŦŃƘƵĞǔŲƵĐľŲŲơĞɣ
jUÝ1ŤƵơŃĐƖĞƙĶŲƙŤĞėďǔ±ľŃǍóŤ©óƭľ

Mullumbimby, Main Arm,
and music lost an elder
statesman last week with
the passing of Ray Goodwin;
guitar maestro, collector
of curiosities, raconteur, a
gentle giant remembered for
his virtuosity, generosity and
positivity.
Ray fought off one bout
of cancer but the second
round claimed him at the age
of 72. Born in Aukland New
Zealand, he came to Australia in 1972 as a 23-year-old
founding member of the well
known band, Dragon.
Ray’s early years were
tough – he left school at 16
to care for his mother and
younger sister, taking a job

at the local meat works. His
Father battled with alcohol
and violence and Ray had to
stand up to him and care for
his family.
Lightning sharp, but
lost to the academic world,
music became the place to
express his many talents.
While in Sydney he met and
befriended some of the
founders of the early multiple
occupancy sites in Upper Main
Arm. This is what eventually
brought him to the area.
Ray never banged on
about politics but as a proud
Polynesian man (his mother
came from Tonga) he did
volunteer work for some of
the early lawyers and activists
who worked to have Indigenous people’s war records

recognised. At the same time
he also worked as a session
musician and was jamming
live with everything from big
bands to his own projects,
and could name-drop like
few others, although he was
never one to boast – after
sufficient prodding he would
disclose some of the people
he had worked with.
Ray actively supported
young musicians in the area

with his extensive contacts in
the music industry, advice,
and sometimes even obtaining good quality instruments
for them.
With a good eye for a
bargain Ray assembled a
library of unique and interesting objects by buying from
garage sales and the like for
film shoots and the theatre.
Sadly much of this was
lost when the recent local
floods caused a landslip that
knocked down Ray’s house in
Upper Main Arm while he was
in the last stages of cancer.
Ray remained a peaceful
and positive warrior to the end.
Ray’s life will be celebrated in a memorial to be
held at Durrumbul Hall on
the 9 May at 2pm.

Vale Paddy Dawson ǨǰȈǧǰȈǨǰǫǬȑǩǪȈǧǫȈǩǧǩǩ

Blondes, Babylights,
Balayage & Brunettes
BYRON BAY’S PREMIER HAIR COLOURISTS
Fletcher St. Corner of Marvel St. Byron Bay
(02) 6680 8886
byronbeautybar
BOOK ONLINE at byronbeautybar.com.au

PUBLIC MEETING ABOUT
MULLUMBIMBY’S
FUTURE

Paddy Dawson was born in London
war protests and Watergate, but it
to unconventional parents who
was outback Australia that won his
travelled from Adelaide in the 1930s,
heart and soul. After many advenoverland through China, Mongolia
tures in the wilds of the Northern
and Russia – no mean feat for those
Territory and Far North Queensland
times. They made a life for themhe finally settled in Byron Shire in
selves in Hampstead, and Paddy
1986. He, and his partner Kaylene,
grew up in a bohemian environslipped into the Huonbrook Valley
ment, immersed in theatre and the
scene and later, New Brighton.
arts, and with Hampstead Heath as
Together they raised their muchhis backyard. He was such a unique
loved son, Joe, and remained close
Paddy’s son Joe, his partner Jenny and stepcharacter – charming, political and
friends until the end.
daughter Lanie, and about 80 friends and
entertaining.
True to form, Paddy was always
relatives gathered at the Billinudgel Hotel,
The Dawson family returned to
active in the community – writing
last Sunday to remember a much loved, and
Australia in 1955 when Paddy was
for the Northern Star, involved in
respected, trouble maker.
ten. They lived in Mosman, he went
local issues, studying for his second
to North Sydney Boys High and Sydney
his politics were libertarian socialist,
degree, working as a Planning ConsultUniversity.
and his models would have been from
ant for Byron Shire Council and, more
Paddy was one of the unmissable
Spain and the revolutionary anarchorecently, a member of the Mullumbimby
characters at Sydney Uni back in the
syndicalist movement, or anywhere else Brunswick Valley ALP. For the last 16
1960s. He rode on the Freedom Bus in
where revolutionary and democratic
years he has been living the good life
1965 and was at every anti-Vietnam
change came from the bottom up. His
with his partner Jenny, who was always
War demonstration and university
music then was Dylan and the early
by his side – staunch, caring and loving
sit-in. He burned his draft card on the
American hard rock bands. He was a
throughout. Today, he would possibly
steps of the Federal Court, supported
charismatic regular at the inner-city
qualify as a local with 36 years in the
Women’s rights, Gay rights, and the
leftie drinking holes, a fully-fledged
Shire. He was as well known here as he
Anti-Apartheid, Anti-Nuclear, and
member of the ‘Drinkers for Peace and
was in Sydney. The music was different
Anti-Uranium mining movements.
Disarmament’ and a founding member
in recent years (opera, classical, June
You could never miss him. Tall, lanky,
of the ‘Unemployed Peoples Union’.
Tabor and the Pogues) but his open,
blonde-haired. Hard not to hear him too
Paddy left Sydney in the early '70s
determined, radical self, remained to
as he was always up for a discussion on and travelled overseas, spending time
the end.
politics or music in those years. Then,
in the USA at the height of the Vietnam
RIP Paddy – you will be missed.

.KXKPIYKVJ(NQQFKPI!
When:`>Þ£È>Þ]È«Ìn«
Where: Mullum Ex-Services Club Auditorium,
Dalley Street Mullumbimby
Mullumbimby residents, landholders and friends are
invited to discuss our town’s future in relation to
y`}° Council’s 2020 North Byron Floodplain
Plan offers a suite of ideas.
#RQUVƃQQFTGXKGYQHVJG2NCPKUWPFGTYC[°
/ ÃVÕÌÞiiÌ}ÃvÀÃ >À}`i>Ã>`
>ÃÃiÃÃ}Ü V `i>ÃÜiÜ>Ì«iiÌi`ÀV >}i`°
The ideas revolve around ƃQQFYCTPKPI GXCEWCVKQP
JQWUGTCKUKPIYGVRTQQƂPICPFDW[DCEM
7i½ii`ÌÜÀÌ}iÌ iÀÌ>i>ÞÌ } >««i]
>`Ì>iVi>ÀÌ}ÛiÀiÌ ÜÌV>>ÃÃÃÌ°
5QPKC.CXGTV[HQT/4#
UQPKCNCXGTV["DKIRQPFEQO
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SPEND OVER $150 AND
R E C E I VE A F R E E PA I R O F
FAYE E A R R I N G S
AVA I L A B L E O N L I N E & I N STO R E
USE CODE LOVEMUM

www.echo.net.au

Nathan Jones

Independent for the
seat of Richmond

How I compare to the main political parties
The Greens,
Nathan Jones Labor, Lib/
Independent Nat, other
parties

Supports a national convention on federation reform
in the next year - how to improve our system of
government with the goal of improving delivery
of frontline government services in all levels of
government
Understands that our three layers of government
collectively spend $900 billion each year and $75
billion is wasted on excessive fixed costs and
administration duplication across the six states and
two territories.
Wants efficiency and productivity reforms so we
spend $75 billion less on administration (fixed costs)
in the state and territory capital cities and $75 billion
more on frontline services (variable costs) Australia
wide which will bring significantly more money and
better services to the regional areas of Australia.
Billions more in funding for Affordable housing,
Defence, Emergency Services, Aged Care, Child Care,
Disability Care - NDIS, health, hospitals, mental
health, education, TAFE, Schools, our public facilities
to be world class, better pay and conditions for all
frontline staff “without adding to our public debt or
increase taxes”.
Can fully fund the recommended $5 per hour pay rise
for all aged care workers that will cost the budget
$5 billion per year and can do this through federation
reform and not increase taxes or government debt
Significantly reduce state premiers powers so they
will no longer be able to close our internal borders
like at Tweed -Coolongatta in 2020 - 2021.

imagine,
compassion,
EFÚCIENCY
www.echo.net.au

Reduce the number of politicians in all states/
territory and federal parliaments from 850 to
around 650. Improve and empower public service
departments and rely less on untrained political
staffers for advice to government ministers.
Support our young people by repaying our debt earlier
so our children and grandchildren have less public
debt, less interest expense each year and a better
future of public services. Let us quickly end this
terrible intergenerational theft that is getting worse
each year.
Maximising efficiency and productivity of our public
sector leads to maximising compassion in getting
more essential services to more Australians. With
more hospital beds, nurses and doctors for example,
there will be better ratios of patients to nurses and
lower hospital waiting lists for surgeries.
A national consistent set of laws and regulations
and overall lower taxes for all Australian businesses.
This will give business more certainty to expand their
operations, employ more staff and invest more in our
economy.
Believes that we should get to a net zero emissions
in Australia by 2050 and earlier if possible. Billions
invested in renewable energy technology with
investment rising each year.
Need institutional reform. We need a strong
Independent Commission against Corruption,
ICAC. We need Political donation reform so elections
cannot be ‘bought by the richest candidate or party’

nathanjones.net.au
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87700

Do you see any real differences in the candidates?

Authorised by Nathan Jones 180 Tweed Coast Rd Cudgen
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Advertise your business
with us!

somehow refund the fine.
Now Council has refused
to allow internationallyrecognised filmmaker, David
Bradbury, to film a Council
meeting; whatever happened to transparency and
open government? (Thank
you Duncan for your stand.)
Possibly most of these
Councillors don’t know that
way back in the '90s some of
us stood for Council to stop
the rampant development
happening at the time,
notably in rural areas. David
made a film, The Battle for
Byron, which helped us
enormously and in turn
helped preserve some of the
features of this shire which
most of us value so much.
I can only offer a sincere
apology to David.
Jenny Coman
Bangalow

Distribution targeting the enormous
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For advertising enquiries:
0428 655 806 / sales@byronandbeyond.com

Ordinary and ugly

Kyogle Writers Festival
12-15 May

Well one thing you can say
about the proposed Council
housing affordability project
is that it’s bloody ordinary
and ugly. How Council,
who persecuted a woman
for painting her house the
‘wrong’ colour, could now
think that their current
suggestion is acceptable is
beyond me. It totally clashes
with Mullumbimby’s push
towards being a heritage

Brunswick Heads

Sat 11 June 2022
After a long 2 year pause we are back celebrating all things retro, vintage,
secondhand & recycled
MEMORIAL HALL VINTAGE & COLLECTABLES FAIR
YE OLDE CHURCH GARDEN FAIR - BRUNS SCHOOL TREASURE TROVE
ALL TOWN GARAGE SALE - Registrations Now Open
at Byron Shire Real Estate, Cnr Tweed & Fawcett Street Brunswick Heads

town – and is it acceptable to
house people above petrol
fumes just because they
happen to be poor?
David Gilet
Byron Bay

Keep the change?
At the meeting held at Ocean
Shores Country Club organised by OSCA to discuss the
flooding issue in the North of
Byron Shire, it was revealed
that the 2021 budget for
stormwater was $350,000
but only $94,000 had been
spent. Mayor Lyon has given
a commitment to finding out
what has happened here.
This should be of concern
to all the elected Council
– why did not the Director
of Infrastructure pick up on
this non-expenditure or the
General Manager?
This should raise some
very serious questions as to
how money is being spent
by Council departments and
what checks are in place?
The problem exists that
directors are able to say
an expenditure comes out
of an operational budget,
and therefore when asked
no explanation needs to be
given.
This was evident after
the 2005 augmentation
of the West Byron Waste
Water Treatment Plant
(WBWWTP) when substantial
changes were made to
the constructed wetlands.
When the then Director of
Water & Recycling (W&R)
was reportedly asked by two
councillors what the changes
to the constructed wetlands
cost, they were told that
the money came out of the
operational budget so they
did not need to know. The
question is: who actually
knows the amount that was
spent? The original tender

for the augmentation of
WBWWTP was twenty-two
million dollars but after various claims by the John Holland Group the final figure
was $29 million dollars, so
the cost of the changes to
the constructed wetlands
became a significant budget
issue but the Director of W&R
was able to not disclose it.
The inflow infiltration
investigation has gone to
over one million dollars
per year, when originally
only $500,000 was put
by W&R to the Water
Waste & Sewer Advisory
Committee (WW&SAC) for
their recommendation to
the elected Council who
endorsed the committee’s
recommendation. This still
has over a year to run, so
is that million dollars plus
on top of the $500,000?
Did the committee or the
elected Council endorse
this? What improvements
to the infrastructure and
its performance have
been shown to justify this
expenditure?
Alan Dickens
Ballina

Please explain
In regards to the lost
West Byron court case I
understand that Council
adopted a legal position to
concede contentious points
in the DA regarding flooding,
drainage, sewer, traffic etc.
on the advice of independent
expert witnesses.
I would like one of
those expert witnesses to
explain to me how it is okay
to import approximately
600,000 tonnes of fill onto
a floodplain next to a highly
sensitive wetland.
Just to make this clear:
that is approximately 80,000
truckloads of fill. Assuming

w!
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there is a truck going in
every ten minutes, five days
a week, excluding holidays,
that equates to eight years of
infilling of West Byron.
And that alone that is
sheer madness.
Tom Vidal
Byron Bay

Urban water supplies
I am grateful for the support
of my fellow Councillors, who
resolved last Thursday to
turn what I consider is a ‘first
sod’ towards NOT building
the proposed new urban
water supply dam known
as the DuD (Dunoon Dam).
On-stream dams are an
outdated way of harvesting
water from the environment.
If the DuD is built, the dam
wall will obliterate an area
of significant First Nations
heritage on a pristine reach
of waterway. I’m reminded of
the Jugun Caves in WA.
Despite the majority of
councillors on Rous (our
regional bulk water supplier)
favouring the DuD, our Shire
has an opportunity to lead
the way by not increasing its
draw on Rous’ water. That
decreases the incentive for
the DuD.
Byron Council took step
one last week towards
retaining our Shire’s internal
(non-Rous) water source, at
Lavertys Gap, which currently
supplies 14 per cent of this
Shire’s urban water. There
are various scenarios for the
future of the Lavertys Gap
source. They range from
closing it down to expanding
it – adding an off-stream
dam.
The more of our own
water we provide, the less
incentive Rous has to build
the DuD. It’s that simple.
Duncan Dey
Main Arm

Discover and maintain health and wellbeing
in Byron and the Northern Rivers

(WVY[PVUVMM\UKZYHPZLK[OPZ`LHY^PSSNV[V^HYKZSVJHSÅVVKYLSPLMJH\ZLZ
www.byronhealing.com.au
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Gold sponsors:

Media sponsors:
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Silver sponsors:

Get the most out of your
Byron Healing experience
i]Ãi>ÀV >`wÌiÀ
our comprehensive
online listings to quickly
w`ÕÃÌÌ iÀ} Ì
healers for you. Plus,
there is also a regularly
updated informative and
entertaining blog!

www.byronhealing.com.au

www.echo.net.au

PULL
THIS
S
ECTION
SECTION
OUT!

~ Margaret Mead

www.echo.net.au/sustainability
>ŽĐĂů>ĞĂĨsŝŶ^ƚŽĐŬEŽǁ͊

KĨĨ'ƌŝĚWŽǁĞƌ
&ŽƌǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͊

ůĞĐƚƌŝĐŝƚǇĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞƐĂƌĞŵĂŬŝŶŐĂĨŽƌƚƵŶĞĂƚŽƵƌĞǆƉĞŶƐĞ͕ĂŶĚ
ǇĞƚƚŚĞǇƉĂǇƵƐĂƉŝƚƚĂŶĐĞĨŽƌƚŚĞƐŽůĂƌƉŽǁĞƌǁĞƐĞŶĚďĂĐŬƚŽ
ƚŚĞŐƌŝĚ͘
ǇƌĞƉůĂĐŝŶŐƉĞƚƌŽůǁŝƚŚƐŽůĂƌƉŽǁĞƌŝŶĂŶĂůůĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐEŝƐƐĂŶ
>ĞĂĨ͕ĞǀĞƌǇŬt,ŽĨǇŽƵƌƐŽůĂƌƉŽǁĞƌǁŝůůƐĂǀĞǇŽƵϳϬĐĞŶƚƐ͘

EĞǁKĨĨ'ƌŝĚdĞĐŚŶŽůŽŐǇZĞůĞĂƐĞ
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‘Corporation, n. An ingenious device
for obtaining individual profit without
individual responsibility.’ – Ambrose
Bierce, The Devil’s Dictionary.
Not much has changed in the
arrogance of many corporations since
Ambrose Bierce published those words
in 1911. For us individuals, however,
the world has become a much more
dangerous place.
There’s no more ‘do you believe in
climate change?’. It is now a matter of
working out how, and at what speed, we
can respond to and mitigate the worst
aspects of global heating. An essential
part of that is corporate responsibility.
Insurance groups, banks, or other
businesses that underwrite and develop
the next gas or coal project – egged on
by a careless government – endanger
our future and should be held to
account. But the past follies of corporations need to be examined as well.
In an April 2021 report The Australia
Institute estimated that in 2020–21,
‘Australian federal and state governments provided a total of $10.3 billion
worth of spending and tax breaks
to assist fossil fuel industries. The
$7.8 billion cost of the fuel tax rebate
alone is more than the budget of the
Australian Army. Over the longer term,
$8.3 billion is committed to subsidising gas extraction, coal-fired power,
coal railways, ports, carbon capture
and storage, and other measures.’ –
https://australiainstitute.org.au/report/
fossil-fuel-subsidies-in-australia.

Scott Morrison in 2017 nursing his much-loved
lump of coal in Australian Parliament saying ‘this
is coal, don’t be afraid’.
Not only are we paying billions of
dollars in handouts to these companies,
they walk away with massive profits to
fuel their high-carbon-cost lifestyles,
which include private jets and super
yachts. In the meantime they appear to
expect the lowly taxpayer to foot the bill
for climate disasters.
And we are footing the bill right
now. The costs of the ‘uprecedented’
Black Summer bushfires and now the
‘unprecedented’ 2022 flooding are
being paid for not only through our
rates and taxes but in the destruction
of our homes and towns as well as in
our experiences of trauma. This is a
direct result of companies, businesses,
governments, and individuals denying
the science of climate change. They

Coal mining in the Hunter
Valley. Photo MaxPhillips/
flicker.com

have fuelled the ‘culture wars’, leading
to doubt and fear and a failure to
take the essential actions required
to mitigate the impacts of climate
change.
Those who have behaved in such
a reckless manner with our lives
should be held legally and financially
responsible.
People are dying, many of us have
lost homes and livelihoods – and that is
here on the north coast of NSW and on
the east coast of Australia. Other people
are losing even more; their entire countries are sinking below the rising seas.
Now is the time to stand up and make
your voice heard for change.
– Aslan Shand, editor

Towards zero with Juno Energy
‘Years of High Prices Ahead’, AGL, 23 April, 2022
We have 12 years plus experience reducing energy prices for homes,
businesses, and local government. With a portfolio of the toughest, smartest
technology including Enphase Micro inverters, Sunpower Maxeon panels, and
Tesla Powerwall 2, installed by skilled local teams we’ve got this.

Our Habitat, Office 26, 20-1 Porter St, Byron Bay
Finance available
EV advice and services available
Call today for a no pressure chat
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www.junoenergy.com.au
0425 256 802 sales@junoenergy.com.au
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Community action success celebrates 25 years
Aslan Shand

‘To go to the beach and see our
25 years in the trees and other plants
transforms the visit. It is our creation
to a degree, and we love it!’

T

wenty-five years ago on
Sunday, March 9, 1997 the
Green and Clean Awareness
Team (GCAT) launched in Byron
with the aim to provide an ‘ongoing
program of clean-up sites and
recycling’ to ‘clean up the Bay’ and
it is still going strong.
The principle behind the GCAT
was bringing together locals and
businesses who had a passion for
cleaning up Byron Bay and maintain the beaches and dunes.
‘We had some years with Tidy
Towns, but saw the new model of
GCAT better suited our community,’
said one of the founders and continuing member, Veda Turner.
‘We wanted community volunteers being supported by a team of
local businesses and government
to bring about environmental
repair and renewal. We have had
25 years support from several businesses including the Beach Cafe,
The Cellar, and Meads Meats.’
The GCAT have been involved
in numerous campaigns over the
years including ‘Bin Ya Butts’, ‘Show
your heart’s in Byron’, the ‘Waste
Cart’ as well as cleaning up the
Belongil Creek and more.
‘Seeing the continuing support
we have from volunteers and businesses has been awesome,’ said

www.echo.net.au

The Green and Clean Awareness Team celebrating 25 years of successful
environmental action and rehabilitation in Byron Bay. Photo Jeff Dawson
Veda.
‘We have many volunteers who
have been coming for close to 20
years, so the social benefits and
positive friendships are a great
support in a town that is becoming more fragmented by tourism
impacts.’

Beach and dune
regeneration
While they have had limited
engagement with the younger
demographic, Veda said they have
had the support of and worked
with Byron Rangers and Positive
Change, who have been working

with younger environmentally
driven people locally.
‘The protection and regeneration of the dunes at Clarkes and
Main Beach is our only project at
this moment,’ explained Veda.
‘The dune camping was a big
problem for regen of the dunes,
and when we lost the dunes last
year there were truckloads of waste
left in there that volunteers, Council, and Marine Parks dealt with.
‘Our success in regenerating a
diverse environment along the hind
dunes in Byron with lots of assistance from our wider “team” has
been a source of pride. The recent
erosion has had a big impact, but

there remain the bones of what
we had achieved and our spirit
remains to protect and expand the
diversity that is left.
‘Many GCAT stalwarts are also
involved with the Paterson St
Hilltop Reserve, which is protecting
an area of dwarf heath near the
water tower. Many in our group
where also part of the campaign
to prevent development on the
hilltops. This led to the Arakwal NP
expanding and the Hilltop Reserve
being created.’
The GCAT say that their principal focus for the group now is
‘responding to nature’s cycles at
Clarkes and Main Beach’ and they
are hoping to bolster their current
program with grant funding for
the ‘big job ahead of returning the
dunes to a more resilient state’.
‘From our perspective, this will
include establishing dune grasses
on the foredune, and planting out
some areas of Dening Park behind
the Main Beach dune to re-establish
the buffer area,’ Veda explained.
‘For me and many group

members, the sense of belonging
to these beautiful landscapes is a
massive personal positive. To go
to the beach and see our 25 years
in the trees and other plants transforms the visit. It is our creation to a
degree, and we love it! It is practical
“looking after country” and it also
looks after us of course.’
The GCAT is always happy to
welcome new members of all ages
to come and get involved in the
work they continue to do maintaining the dunes and beaches.
‘For anyone with an interest
in environmental action, we
provide an opportunity to work
with a group of committed locals
and create new friendships while
enhancing the wonderful local
environment,’ said Veda.
The GCAT meets on the third
Sunday of every month. They
gather at 9am behind the Beach
Cafe in the small park; their tall
green banner is visible, and moves
with them as they move through
their work site throughout the
morning.
‘Our activity sign-on is important
to attend as we plan the morning
and then spend some time cleaning
litter in the area before beginning
the regen work at 10am. At 12 we
have our free volunteers’ BBQ lunch
and prize draw of sponsored goodies,’ said Veda.
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‘Unprecedented’ but not unpredicted – we are now suffering from our failure to

A

s Australians head into
another election season
just as many parts of the
east coast are recovering from
‘unprecedented’ flooding since
February, and the national psyche
is still reeling from the trauma
of the ‘unprecedented’ Black
Summer bushfires before that, it is
critical now more than ever to vote
according to your environmental
conscience and fear for the future.
Now is the time for widespread
recognition that for the last 30
years, our political parties (and the
coalition in particular) have so far
spectacularly failed to fully recognise the then emerging (and now
blindingly obvious) climate crisis,
and to act in a way that is in any
way proportionate to the dangers
that we faced, and are now living
through.

Predictions of more
extreme drought, fire
and flood are here
For indeed, what we are currently witnessing is the ramping
up of the frequency and severity
of natural disasters that was predicted by scientists over thirty years
ago. In 1990, The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
First Assessment Report warned that
‘climate change causes increased

frequencies of droughts and fires’,
and that ‘losses (of forests) by
wildfire will be increasingly extensive’. It predicted that ‘fire severity
will increase’, and also stated that
‘the predicted changes in climate
may also affect the frequency and
intensity of coastal storms and
hurricanes’.
In 1995, the Second IPCC
Assessment Report identified
many potentially serious climate
change impacts and confirmed that
‘warmer temperatures will lead to
a more vigorous hydrological cycle;
this translates into prospects for
more severe droughts and/or floods
in some place’. It reported that ‘several models indicate an increase in
precipitation intensity, suggesting a
possibility for more extreme rainfall
events’, and predicted ‘an increase
in the occurrence of extremely hot
days and a decrease in the occurrence of extremely cold days’ owing
to global warming. The report also
predicted ‘an increase in some
regions in the incidence of extreme
high-temperature events’ and that
all these different impacts would
have ‘resultant consequences
for fires, pest outbreaks, and…
primary productivity’.
Twenty-seven years ago, the
IPCC predicted that the near-term
impact of climate change on
ecology, society, and the economy
would be as a result of changing
the intensity, seasonal timing,

The ‘unprecedented’ Black Summer fires of 2019–20. Photo Ewan Willis
and spatial distribution of storms,
floods, and droughts. On the
coasts, it stated that ‘climate
change clearly will increase the
vulnerability of some coastal
populations to flooding and erosional land loss.’ It also stated that
‘coastal ecosystems, such as coral
reefs, were particularly at risk from
the impacts of climate change’,
and predicted that ‘changes in
these ecosystems would have
major negative effects on tourism,
freshwater supplies, fisheries, and
biodiversity’.
A mere three years later, in
1998, the Great Barrier Reef (GBR)
experienced its first widespread
mass bleaching of corals, coinciding with the first global mass coral
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bleaching event that year, which
was owed to a particularly strong El
Niño event (which is typically associated with hotter, drier weather in
eastern Australia).

One stitch in time is now
nine…
Two decades into the 21st
century and we have witnessed so
many of these predicted natural
disasters that have occurred on
an unprecedented level – either
in terms of intensity or spatial
extent. Only three years ago, many
parts of Australia were in the grip
of the most severe drought on
record – in 2019, our rainfall was
the lowest since records began;

many towns ran out of water and
had to truck water in. This drought,
along with ‘unprecedented’
extreme heatwaves, saw much of
eastern Australia burn in the Black
Summer bushfires, the extent and
ferocity and impact of which were
‘unprecedented’.
Fast forward two years (through
a global pandemic!) and so far
this year is currently the wettest on record in many parts of
Australia. ‘Unprecedented’ rainfall
has contributed to widespread,
devastating floods along the
already La Niña-sodden east coast,
not once, but twice in a period of
just over a month. While no single
flood is directly attributable to
climate change, physics dictates
that as our atmosphere warms, its
capacity to hold moisture increases
(at an increasing rate) – it can hold
around seven per cent more moisture per degree of heating. As Australia has warmed by 1.4 degrees
since temperature measurements
began this means that weather
systems are being supercharged by
all that extra heat and moisture in
the atmosphere.
The oceans are also heating at an
alarming rate. Recently, the Great
Barrier Reef experienced its sixth
mass coral bleaching event and the
fourth mass bleaching event in the
last six years. This should set some
pretty loud alarm bells ringing, since
scientists have established that
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listen to scientists’ predictions of the impacts of climate change 30 years ago
damaged coral reefs need at
least 9–12 years to fully recover from
bleaching events and an insufficient
gap between recurring bleaching
events will hinder the full recovery of
a coral reef.
What’s even more concerning
than the unprecedented frequency
and scale of coral bleaching events
seen so far is that, for the first time
since records began, this year’s
bleaching occurred under La Niña
conditions, which usually means
cooler, wetter conditions on the
east coast. This points to just how
much the heating of the planet has
warmed the oceans that a cool,
wet La Niña summer could result in
another reef-bleaching event. Only
the stout-hearted would enquire
about the odds of the reef not
bleaching for long enough to allow
it to fully recover on our current
emissions trajectory.
This observed increase in the
frequency and severity of natural
disasters that we are currently
enduring is very good evidence that
our climate has already changed,
and the scientists’ predictions of 30
years ago (https://bit.ly/3rYNBjA)
are now our lived reality.
What’s more, the same scientists
who first predicted these impacts
of global warming are telling us
that unless we dramatically reduce
carbon emissions as fast as possible, and change the way live on
this planet, things are only going

to get worse. If we continue on the
same path, there is a danger the
impact of the term ‘unprecedented’
on a disaster-weary population
will be (has been?) dulled through
overuse. It would be a pity if the
increasing use of the language of
disaster actually led to a numb
complacency and stymied muchneeded action.

Split-brained, alienhanded climate policy
in Australia
Of course, it would have been
much easier, and far less costly,
to avoid these impacts of climate
change if we had listened to the
scientists 30 years ago and acted
appropriately. But we, the voting
public, have been subjected to,
and have largely lapped up, the
lies, spin, and propaganda of the
fossil-fuel industry and the vested
interests within our political class,
whose modus operandi has been
to deny the science for as long
as politically convenient. When
denial was no longer politically
feasible, the current government
has striven to be seen to be doing
something while getting away
with doing as little as possible
(https://bit.ly/3ETDPES).
Except for actual emissions reduction from Gillard’s
carbon-pricing mechanism
(www.abc.net.au/news/2021-07-26/

Roads were washed away in Main Arm
during the ‘unprecedented’ floods of
2022. Photo Jimmy Priestly
Right: Seeking refuge during the second
flood in 2022. Photo Paul Balckmore
carbon-tax-has-come-back-tohaunt-the-government/100322396),
Australia has frittered away three
decades during which we could
have been steadily working to
smoothly veer our society onto a
climate-sustainable path. Instead,
despite both sides of politics being
initially on board with the idea of
taxing carbon, we have failed to act
with the appropriate urgency and
now find ourselves trying to save
our civilisation from the approaching raging inferno with a gardenhose-grade climate policy.

A policy which – in an expensive
exercise in deckchair rearrangement – has seen the current federal
government commit a billion more
dollars to saving the Great Barrier
Reef from everything from poor
water quality owing to runoff, to
crown of thorns starfish and illegal
fishing but not committing to
achieve net zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050. Meanwhile,
the NSW government has indeed
committed to this, and even committed to a 50 per cent reduction in
emissions by 2030, which is in line

with what the science says is necessary – but then recently approved a
$400m coal mine expansion in the
state’s northwest that would result
in almost half a billion tonnes of
greenhouse gas emissions.
If ever there were a time to
close the gap between politically
feasible climate action, and what
the overwhelming majority of
climate scientists deem necessary
to avert a climate catastrophe in
the coming decades, this is it. The
scientists are telling us ‘it’s now
or never’. Without ‘immediate and
deep emissions reductions across
all sectors… it will be impossible
to limit global warming to 1.5°C
(https://bit.ly/3vO6Hdl). The
next few years are critical, so this
coming election is the one where
we must demand that our politicians act according to what the
science says needs to be done.
Else, one could well characterise
the 30 years of IPCC reports as the
scribblings of a Cassandra figure
(cursed to utter true prophecies to
disbelievers) in an evolving Greek
tragedy set on a planetary stage,
where a deeply flawed protagonist
(Humanity) is either unwilling or
incapable of averting a looming
climate crisis, and only gradually
gains the courage to act decisively
after the possibility of changing the
course of events has passed. These
sorts of plays tend not to end well.
We have been warned…

¾ TAMARASMITH.ORG.AU

PEACE, LOVE
& REGEN AG
The Greens are the
only party with a policy on
regenerative agriculture, to:
keep farms viable
nourish soils
grow healthy produce
boost farmers’ resilience
protect the environment
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Sustainable alternatives to leather now and in the future
David Lowe

T

he leather industry is an
environmental disaster.
Consider that it takes 17,000
litres of water to make 1kg of
leather, with every tannery a toxic
time bomb and cattle ranching
contributing heavily to global
deforestation. Tannery workers
face poisoning risks from chromium, formaldehyde, and arsenic,
with vegetable-based options little
better. It’s been estimated that a
pair of leather boots have a climate
footprint equivalent to 66kg of CO2.
While many people still regard
leather as a ‘natural’ product, which
would otherwise be wasted, both
the meat and dairy industries earn
income from leather sales, which
they describe as a ‘co-product’. In
many places leather supply chains
run in parallel to meat supply
chains, affecting primarily very
young animals. The level of cruelty
depends on the jurisdiction, and the
cheapest suppliers have the worst
animal and worker protections.
Leather is incredibly useful stuff
though, and for a long time there
were no real alternatives. Fortunately
this is no longer true. In 2022 there
is a profusion of other options on
the market, with more on the way.

Isn’t it just plastic?
The first leather alternatives
were indeed oil-based, starting

López Velarde and Marte Cázarez with cactus leather. Photo Desserto
with vinyl and then diversifying into
a bewildering range of products,
some virtually indistinguishable
from the ‘real thing’ and able to
breathe. Better for the vegan conscience perhaps, but not exactly
sustainable. While pioneers in this
space like Melbourne’s Vegan Wares
are sadly no longer with us, there
are other local businesses focused
on re-using waste products to do
the job of leather, such as Byron
Bay’s own WozWaste, which uses
fair trade relationships to create
wallets, handbags and many other
items from things like old tyres and
industrial belts. Recycled sails can
be used to make bags and camping
accessories.
One of the biggest problems
with animal leather (and fossil-fuelbased alternatives) is waste,
with these products taking many

Every
purchase
funds ocean
clean-ups.

years to break down, owing to the
impermeability that makes them
so useful, so anything that keeps
them out of landfill is a win for the
environment.

Organic alternatives
Imaginative designers are looking both forwards and backwards
for alternatives to animal skins.
Since ancient times, the bark of
the cork tree has been valued for
its flexibility and sustainability (the
tree is not killed when the cork is
harvested, and has to be nurtured
for the long term, ie 300 years).
Cork is now being used for everything from hats to handbags, and
ticks a lot of boxes. It’s lightweight,
water resistant, vegan, and recyclable. The Cork Shop at Byron Bay is
full of surprising cork items.
For products where durability is

of primary importance, like shoes,
designers are using leathers made
from otherwise wasted by-products
of crops including pineapple (commercialised as Piñatex), coconut,
apples (using cores and skins), teak,
palms, nettles, and bananas (using
treated leaves). You can even make
leather from the grape waste products of wine production. The Italian
company Vegea is doing this now.
Ugandan fig-tree bark, once
used to make leathers for royalty,
is now being exported to the world
as a product called Barktex, and is
suitable for clothing, footwear, and
furniture.
Waxed canvas and organic cotton
are making a comeback for some
leather-like applications, as is hemp,
which is stronger and more durable
while requiring fewer chemicals and
less water for its production.

Spiky stuff
In Sri Lanka, fine fibre agave
‘leather’ has been woven for centuries and is now being exported,
creating sustainable bags and
fashion accessories.
Cactuses such as the prickly
pear plant (which once devastated
Australia) are now being used in
Mexico to create a fantastic array
of products with similar durability,
flexibility, and strength characteristics to leather, but without the
drawbacks.
The Desserto cactus product,

Amazing body care & home cleaning products,
delivered to your door (carbon negative)
minus the single-use plastic.

Byron born and raised

literally a green leather, was
brought to market by brilliant
brothers Adrián López Velarde and
Marte Cázarez. It has already been
shown at leather fairs and been
made into numerous products. The
brothers point out that cacti fields
require little water and are also
major carbon sinks, with only the
mature leaves being harvested.
Fans of the Vikings TV show,
starring Australian Sam Corlett,
who is a vegan, might be surprised
to know all his leather-looking costumes are actually made of cactus.

Leathers of the future
Lab-grown leather is now a
reality, using stem-cell engineering
to build bespoke leather, minus the
cruelty. American company Modern
Meadow argue that their product
is far more sustainable than traditional leather.
Meanwhile the ever-versatile
fungi family of organisms is bringing us mushroom leather. Marketed
under such names as MuSkin, this
is an entirely organic textile, which
has the additional advantage of
being grown to the specific size and
shape needed for designs, minimising waste and needing few energy
inputs.
Softer than suede, breathable,
antibacterial, and able to be
waterproofed without harmful
chemicals, mushroom leather
might be the next big thing!

You order.
We deliver.
You return.
tÜĒÁÁĺ

Untrashing the Planet
zeroco.com.au
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What does the current federal government
solar discount mean for you?
The Federal Government provides a solar discount to home
owners and businesses in Australia that install a small scale
renewable energy system (solar, wind or hydro under the
Small-scale Renewable Energy Scheme (SRES) to help
with the purchase cost. Installing an eligible system allows
the creation of Small-scale Technology Certiﬁcates (STCs).
The number of STCs created is based on:
• the amount of renewable electricity the system produces
or the amount of electricity consumption it reduces
• the climate region where it’s installed.
Under the package, the Federal Government will pay around
$300 per kilowatt towards cost of a solar system.

Let’s break it down
Pamela and Daniel are considering a 5.85kW solar system, supplied
and installed by ProSolar for $7,900. The federal government
discount for this system is $2,592 (at time of publishing). This
brings their system cost down to $5,308 saving them $1,750 per
year enabling them to pay back their investment in 3.03 years!
ProSolar provides advice and guidance in a simple and easy way,
to ensure you select the optimal solution for your home and
budget. This is the best opportunity Northern Rivers families
and business owners have ever had to generate our own power.
For more information, call ProSolar on 0418 240 282.

ProSolar has designed three great deals to help you take advantage of the federal government discount.

4.68kW Solar System
• 12 x JA 390W panels with a 15-year product and 25-year
performance warranty
• 1 x GoodWe 4.2kW inverter with a 10-year premium warranty
• Cost $6,350
• Less federal government discount of $2,088

• Total cost after discount = $4,260

6.66kW Solar System
• 17 x JA 390W panels with a 15-year product and 25-year
performance warranty
• 1 x GoodWe 5kW inverter with a 10-year premium warranty
• Cost $8,500
• Less federal government discount of $2,952

• Total cost after discount = $5,548

8.58kW Solar System
• 20 x JA solar 390W panels with a 15-year product and 25-year
performance warranty
• 1 x GoodWe 8.5kW inverter with a 10-year premium warranty
• Cost $11,600
• Less federal government discount of $3,816

• Total cost after discount = $7,784
The above prices include supply, installation (standard installation on a tin roof)
and GST. The Federal government discount is subject to change at anytime.

ProSolar Australia 91 Lockton Road Bexhill, NSW 2480

0418 240 282 | prosolaraustralia.com.au
www.echo.net.au
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Online sustainability: is it doing anything?
Adel Pheloung

Slacktivism – the
self-deluded idea that by
liking, sharing, or retweeting
something you are helping out

T

he contemporary environmentalism movement has
certainly gained ground since
its inception in the 18th century. In
the past few decades, social media
have aided in garnering worldwide
attention for the cause of saving
the planet. Take, for instance, Greta
Thunberg: within a year of photos
of her standing outside of Sweden’s
Parliament for a school strike for
climate change being circulated
online, seven million students were
joining her across the globe to
protest unsustainable laws enacted
by world leaders.
Online ‘challenges’ that have
spread through social media have
assisted the environmentalism
movement in encouraging community participation. Trends such
as #TrashTag, which peaked in
2019, challenged social media users
to go outside to a polluted location,
and then take before and after
pictures of the cleanup that they
performed. Social media posts are
able to promote positive action to
be taken for the environment, and
can access the insides of people’s
homes, where protests cannot go.
While social media have created
platforms for movements, such as
environmentalism, to potentially
reach millions of people, it has
also given birth to ‘clicktivism’ or

Social media use can be a double-edged sword when it comes to
creating change. Photo www.flickr.com/stretchpay
‘slacktivism’. Slacktivism is defined
by the Urban Dictionary as ‘the selfdeluded idea that by liking, sharing,
or retweeting something you are
helping out’.
Slacktivism has affected all
social movements, and environmentalism has been no exception.
Most social media users will have
encountered some sort of infographic post that asks for reshares
and likes ‘to help spread awareness’ about the issue; whether that
be a post about an endangered
animal species, the dangers of
single-use plastics, etc, resharing it
creates a sense of satisfaction. You
assisted in spreading understanding around an important issue,
after all. But how much are these

online resources actually helping
the movement?

Just one click
There was a recent (2021)
Instagram movement that involved
a ‘sticker’ one could add to a story.
It said ‘We’ll plant 1 tree for every
pet picture’. There ended up being
around four million photos shared
under this sticker. The company
behind this sticker, Plant A Tree
Co, however, has a past of sharing images, asking for reshares
in exchange for donations to be
given/trees planted, and then
deleting these posts, with no proof
of donations etc. The company
then started a fundraiser, so that
they could ‘actually plant 4 million

CERTIFIED ORGANIC FREE RANGE EGGS

trees’. There is still no proof of Plant
A Tree Co having ever followed
through on their promises.
Not only has slacktivism been
created through social media, but
so has the commodification of
‘sustainability’. Metal water bottles,
metal straws, metal takeaway
containers, bamboo clothing;
the popularity of these items has
surged alongside the sustainability movement. The idea of
traditionally single-use items being
recreated as reusable, of clothing
made without plastic and with less
water, is brilliant – in theory. Unfortunately, the push of ‘sustainable’
products through online influencers has created a new problem in
and of itself. People are throwing
out items that are usable and
functional, to replace them with a
more sustainable version. Which
is only adding to landfill problems
and mass production.
The online sustainability movement has flaws other than slacktivism and increasing consumerism.
The lack of accessibility within the

movement is huge. Eco-friendly
alternatives are heavily pushed by
influencers, yet tend to be timeand money-consuming.
Sustainable products and
lifestyles, within western society at
least, are significantly more expensive than their less eco-friendly
counterparts. Non-sustainable
items, such as clothing made from
synthetic materials, single-use
plastic, etc, are used by businesses
because they are inexpensive,
pumped out of a factory by underpaid workers; profit can easily be
made and yet retail prices can
remain low. This sad reality means
that many lower-income families
are financially unable to buy handmade hemp outfits, to fork out $$
for a set of metal straws. And so the
sustainability movement excludes
others by pushing an entirely dedicated lifestyle, rather than making
small suggestions that can easily be
incorporated into anyone’s life.
Social media certainly have
benefits for environmentalist
activists. Their companies have
global platforms that don’t require
large gatherings of people to get
attention, and activists can reach
everyone through fun challenges.
However, to ensure that the
positives outweigh the negatives,
online activists need to participate
in more than just liking/sharing
posts that appear on their feeds.

BYRON BAY PORK &
MEATS BUTCHERY

We value the welfare of our feathered friends and that’s why we give
them an idyllic habitat with plenty of space to roam.

Happy hens lay
!
sensational eggs

Realpastured
pastured and
openopen
range
rich
•Real
range
natural
Omega
3’s.
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WWW.ORGANIGROW.COM.AU
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Come in and see our friendly staff for a choice of
local, grassfed, organic, and free-range meats.
All organic, antibiotic and hormone free.

NOW OPEN IN BYRON BAY
130 Jonson St, Byron | 6685 6261
Mon-Fri 6am to 5pm / Sat 6am to 1pm
70 Dalley St, Mullumbimby | 6684 2137
Mon–Fri 6am to 5pm / Sat 6am to midday
www.echo.net.au

Lismore MG
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Two Motors. One Petrol. One Electric.
;MXLHYEPQSXSVXIGLRSPSK]XLI1+,74PYW):KMZIW]SYXLI ¾I\MFMPMX]
of driving everyday on electric and using petrol for longer trips.
8S½nd out more visit lismoremg.com.au

^!Warranty T&Cs at www.mgmotor.com.au/warranty.

www.echo.net.au

lëƷǫǽǩǧǩǩ The Byron Shire Echo 33

10 Sustainability
Getting hands on to help strengthen communities
in response to climate change
‘If we learned anything from the
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Aslan Shand

I

t is about working with nature
and bringing agriculture and
culture together in a way that
works with, rather than against,
nature. It’s permaculture, and
the not-for-profit Northern Rivers
Permaculture Network (NRPN) is
currently being created.
‘On 28 February we had a
meeting where we invited anyone
within the permaculture industry
(professionally and not professionally) to come and brainstorm ways
in which we as an industry can help
plan and prepare for future events
such as what we just experienced,’
said Lauren O’Reilly, who teaches
Permaculture at the Byron Community College.
‘If we learned anything from the
floods it’s that there is power in
unity.’
Ms O’Reilly has also encouraged
a number of students and former
permaculture students to get
involved with the NRPN and its
development.
The fledgling group has put
together a charter and a Permaculture Response to Climate. Their
charter states that ‘In the face of
escalating environmental challenges with widespread social and

Lauren O'Reilly and other local permaculture practitioners came together to begin forming the Northern
Rivers Permaculture Network in response to the recent 'unprecedented' flooding in the Northern Rivers.
Photo supplied
economic impacts, the local permaculture community recognises
the dire need for forward-thinking
solutions toward our region’s longterm resilience.’

Meeting the challenge
The NRPN has identified a
range of challenges faced by the
community when the local towns
and hinterland flooded, including
the need for emergency housing,
mental health plans, and emergency procedures.
‘As an industry we are particularly prepared for and are trained
in helping with challenges such as
these. As we train we learn how to

observe and understand nature
so that we can best work with her.
We are analytical, creative, think
outside the box and make use of
both low- and high-tech technologies,’ they state in their recently
developed mission statement.
‘We are community focused and,
most importantly, we are trained
to design and build for resilience.
This word can mean many different
things but, from a bigger picture,
permaculture perspective this
means we can help our communities to be able to adapt to and minimise the impacts of the challenges
that are to come in the future.’
Part of the response is to look at

Permaculture garden developed as
part of the Byron Community College
permaculture course. Photo supplied

providing ‘training and courses to
the community in permaculture
and general “resilience-based”
courses such as food security, survival information,’ said Ms O’Reilly.

Education key
‘Education is key to how well we
fare in future events, so the college
and the Centre for Permaculture
will be a main player in helping us
to provide [that] training’.
They also recognise the
importance of working with and
alongside with other like-minded
partner organisations and aim to
serve as a hub for a wide range of
permaculture activities including

networking, planning, project
development, consultation,
education, and knowledge
sharing.
‘Ultimately, the NRPN seeks to
organise and provide structure to a
growing permaculture industry at
the forefront of sustainable design.’
The Byron Community College
offers a range of accredited courses
in permaculture from beginners
to advanced if you are looking for
a hands-on understanding of permaculture design. If you would like
to get involved in the NRPN then
call 0473 372 825 or email Lauren
O'Reilly at: freerangechange@
gmail.com.

Innovation is
an electric Kombi
At Southern Cross University we believe innovation
comes from a commitment to doing things diﬀerently.
That’s why we partnered with local firm EV Machina, our
Engineering students and the crazy ideas department to
convert our promotional vehicle into one of Australia’s
first electric Kombis. Tomorrow is calling on us to do
better today, and if that means experimenting with
renewable energy and low-emissions technology
to create a cool car, we are ok with that.

scu.edu.au/kombi

CRICOS Provider: 01241G
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First Nations sustainability – creating the future
Belle Budden

have damaged Country in ways we
cannot fully comprehend, and we
have broken Lore.

H

umans were once the
apex predator, the top
animal in the food chain,
and we relied on this mentality for
survival. Since then humans have
evolved, fashioned, tools, culture,
luxuries; we have observed nature
and learnt about natural systems
and transferred this knowledge –
generation to generation.
We evolved to custodians, caretakers, responsible for maintaining
the balance of Country and all of
life within it. In this role we not only
survived; we thrived. We worked
cooperatively – sharing the work,
sharing the bounty, maintaining
the balance in a relationship with
Country. We held the responsibility
as sacred and built our societies,
laws, culture, and beliefs on holding this responsibility to be custodians. This is the framework of First
Nations cultures, an intergenerational responsibility to understand
the cycles of the past to ensure
Country would continue to sustain
life for all species for generations
into the future. First Nations people
have always known that if we care
for Country then Country cares for
us; this is Lore.
The current dominant human
paradigm on Earth has turned its
back on our role as custodians
and begun to exploit the earth for

www.echo.net.au

Operating as a whole

Painting Belle Budden
personal gain. Societies are driven
by individual profit and ignoring
our collective responsibilities to
consider outcomes of our choices
on other life forms around us and
on the planet that sustains us.
We have enjoyed unprecedented
luxury of choice while others
experience unprecedented poverty
and suffering; we have caused
destruction and extinctions. We

The cornerstone to First Nations
approaches to sustainability is the
awareness that all things are connected. The western system tends
to break things down and examine
things at micro levels. We hear how
government often operates in silos;
life is separated and isolated out in
an attempt to understand it. First
Nations peoples look at the interconnectivity of all life and it is these
connections that are essential to
understanding balance required
for meaningful approaches to
sustainability. This is how we care
for Country.
A major barrier to this is an
holistic approach to sustainability
and for Aboriginal people this means
housing. For us the idea of owning
Country is ridiculous. We belong to
Country; it could never belong to us.
It is against our culture to try to own
land; many of us have been forced to
break this belief to provide security
and sustainability in our families.

Intergenerational
oppression
It perplexes me how many
Australians don’t understand
the intergenerational financial

oppression against our people that
has prevented the accumulation
of enough wealth for us to have
the financial options to participate
in the housing market. Australia is
facing a housing crisis of enormous
proportions, which is affecting
many Australians who would have
assumed it their birthright to one
day own a house. For First Nations
people this has been the case
since invasion in 1788. First Nations
housing needs to be prioritised
to restore the balance that was
upset through invasion and the
successive government policies
that were acts of genocide against
our people.

Old ways the new ways
Despite colonisation, environmental injustices, and human
rights violations, indigenous
peoples representing five per cent
of the world’s population protect
80 per cent of global biodiversity
according to National Geographic.
This statistic provides powerful
evidence of the inherent priority
of sustainability to First Nations
cultures globally. We know that
preserving biodiversity is also key
to turning around the climate crisis,
as many of these areas protected
by First Nations peoples are major
carbon sinks.
First Nations culture is trending.
Following the devastating bushfires

in 2019 there was a flurry of interest
in traditional fire management
techniques and more broadly a
theoretical interest in other traditional land-management practices.
Aboriginal people have been living
here in this country for thousands
of years; we have stories and sites
that predate the Ice Age; there is a
considerable body of knowledge to
learn from.
Increasingly, First Nations
people are being asked to support
the strategies for change and
solutions to the complex problems
we face from climate change. Here
in Australia, First Nations people
have fought hard to fulfil our cultural obligations to care for Country; it’s a relief to have a voice in
the conversation but it has come
at a huge cost. Successive Australian governments have assumed
that our people are savages
and have devalued our cultural
knowledge and practices that have
been developed over thousands
of years in a sacred relationship
with Country. Our wellbeing has
been affected by the violation of
our sacred places, our totems, the
waterways, and all life on Country,
our mother. Yet the generosity of
First Nations people is enduring;
we want to work together to
combine ancient knowledge of
Country with technology to find
solutions.
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Will cryptocurrencies benefit or damage the environment?
Ewan Willis

‘One of the central ideas
that makes a currency viable
is the common belief that it
represents an authentic and
stable store of value.’

G

old mining is an environmentally rapacious
and toxic business; but
what about mining bitcoin, commonly known as digital gold?
Bitcoin mining is computationally
expensive and therefore energy
hungry. Increasingly bitcoin mining
facilities, such as the proposed site
at Condong, are positioning themselves to use either surplus energy
production or renewable energy as
a power source.
So, how do cryptocurrencies
compare to traditional currencies?
Well, let’s face it; the value we
ascribe to currency is arbitrary.
Gold has a long history of being a
sweetheart in systems of money
largely on account of its being
scarce enough to provide a degree
of control on the supply but not so
scarce as to prevent it being minted
into coins. We are so used to thinking of gold as being valuable that it
can be easy to forget that, as metals
go, it is fairly useless.
Historically there are some weird
and wonderful examples of currency
such as the Micronesian society that
used huge disks of carved limestone
and relied on the community to
know who owns which disk at any
given time as the disks themselves
were more or less immovable.
One of the central ideas that

Are cryptocurrencies the way of a sustainable future? Photo pxhere.com
makes a currency viable is the
common belief that it represents an
authentic and stable store of value.
Fiat currency, the little plastic
rectangles we carry around in our
pockets, have no value other than
our belief in our government when
they tell us that these things are
money.
Given the combined market
value of around two trillion US dollars we might reasonably conclude
that cryptocurrencies are no less
silly than any other currency and it
looks like they are here to stay.
Many cryptocurrencies including
Bitcoin and Ethereum are underpinned by verifying the validity
of transactions using the concept
of ‘proof of work’. Essentially this
means that a complex numerical
problem needs to be solved for

every transaction that is to be
added to the public distributed
ledger more commonly known as
the blockchain.

Race for zeros
The blockchain is fundamental
to the operation of Bitcoin and
provides a permanent and unmodifiable history of every Bitcoin
transaction that has ever been
enacted. It is therefore fundamentally important that transactions are
verified as accurate. In the case of
Bitcoin this is achieved by performing a cryptographic hash of transaction data together with a tunable
number called a ‘nonce’ to generate
a sequence of 64 hexadecimal characters with the requirement that the
first 17 digits are all zero.
For each and every transaction

a small fee is paid to whomever is
first to come up with a nonce that
satisfies the required number of
leading zero. This is the energyintensive computation that Bitcoin
miners race to achieve using
reasonably large compute facilities.
The goal is to transform excess
and/or renewable energy directly
into economic value in the form of
cryptocurrency.
Globally the energy consumption for this processing is estimated
to be huge: larger than that of
entire countries such as Poland or
the Netherlands. The high energy
footprint is what dictates the need
to utilise cheap and likely renewable sources of energy in order to
be cost competitive. Not all cryptocurrencies are so squanderous but
Bitcoin and Ethereum certainly are
by design.
Validating cryptocurrency
transactions does not need to be
so energy hungry and alternative
models are becoming increasingly
relevant such as ‘proof of stake’
and others.

In the case of sites such as Condong that use biofuels it is not clear
this method actually reduces the
carbon footprint of energy generation. The North East Forest Alliance
(NEFA) spokesperson Susie Russell
says that burning trees in power stations and calling it renewable, clean,
and green is false and misleading.
‘Burning wood in a power station
produces more – about 50 per cent
more – greenhouse gases compared
to that emitted by burning coal,’
said Ms Russell. ‘It not only pollutes
the atmosphere, it destroys the
only working method that we have
to remove carbon from the atmosphere and store it – in trees.’
Notwithstanding these problems
cryptocurrencies may yet have a
role to play for the good. Cryptocurrencies have large communities
of enthusiasts behind them. Sure,
many of these enthusiasts are
excited about getting rich but there
is a bigger picture: cryptocurrencies
threaten to do away with central
banks and there is an ever larger
raft of traditional financial products
such as lending and insurance that
are becoming decentralised.
Cryptocurrencies are about
more than just replacing fiat
currency; they are also creating
a major disruption to a financial
system that systematically fails
to value the environment and
routinely rewards profligacy.

BEER AS A FORCE
FOR GOOD.
Making positive change in our community
and the environment that surrounds us, is
something we take to heart.
In a year that has seen our region face challenges like never
before, we believe in the importance of Stone & Wood stepping
up, giving back and lending a hand.
We are a proud B Corp brewery and work hard to reduce our
energy use and waste output year on year. Our Murwillumbah and
Byron breweries are powered by over 400 solar panels and Ì >Ã
ÌÕÀÜ>ÌiÀivvViVÞ«ÀiVÌÃ]Üi½ÀiÜi>LÛi`ÕÃÌÀÞ
standards in water use.
"ÛiÀÌ i«>ÃÌÞi>À]Üi½Ûi`>Ìi`ÛiÀfÓ£x]äääÌV>
grassroots organisations via our Northern Rivers Large Grants
«À}À> >`v`ÀiivÃÕ««ÀÌ°/ ÃiÞ >Ã}iÌ>À>}i
of organisations who are working directly with the community and
Ì iiÛÀiÌ°/ iÃiVÌiÌÃ>Ài}}°
7i«>ÞÕÀÀiÃ«iVÌÃÌÌ i«i«ivÌ ičÀ>Ü>>` Õ`>Õ}
nations and the broader community who support us and make the
Northern Rivers such a special place to live and work.
/i>ÀÀi>LÕÌÕÀVÃVÕÃ>««À>V ÌLÕÃiÃÃ]ÛÃÌ
stoneandwood.com.au
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& Climate Convos
Join us for a night of positive change

BYRON BAY

Fossil Fuel Free
Surf Session

May 8th

Talks & Panel
Discussions
Live Music

Scan QR code for
event details and
to register

Surf Films

Proudly supported by:

@surfrideraus
www.surfrider.org.au

www.echo.net.au
PAT_W22_SFC_CPC_PrintAd_ByronEcho-FullPAge-378x260_V1.indd

1

Stone & Wood
Brewery Byron Bay
100 Centennial Cct, Byron Bay NSW

@SurfersForClimate
www.SurfersForClimate.org.au
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Council roundup – What has your council been
Eve Jeffery

‘The transition to circular
economy will improve
our sustainability and the
%(%ū('(&2ńō

C

ouncils on the Far North
Coast have had plenty to
keep them busy over the
last few months but they are still
aware of the need for working sustainably to keep the region healthy.

Ballina Council

Lismore Council

Ballina feels that as they
continue to recover from this year’s
flood event, the need to create a
more sustainable future for our
community is clear. Ballina Shire
Council has a long history of taking
action on climate change and in
2021, following community consultation, they adopted a new Climate
Change Policy.
The updated policy sets
organisational emissions reduction
targets and provides a framework
for progressing climate change
mitigation, adaptation, and
resilience strategies for Council
and the community. The targets
are more ambitious than the NSW
and Australian governments’. The
aim of these targets is to rapidly cut
operational greenhouse gas emissions to net-zero emissions by 2030,
and use 100 per cent renewable
electricity for Council operations
by 2030. Ballina Shire Council is
now working on an action plan that
outlines how they will reach these
ambitious targets by 2030.

Lismore Council is working hard
to ensure financial sustainability
and their waste strategy has a focus
on reprocessing recyclable materials into useful products and setting
up repair cafes – this could be a real
opportunity for new businesses.
Lismore City Council has put its
Draft Lismore Resource Recovery
and Residual Waste Strategy 2022
to 2032 on public exhibition. The
strategy aims to improve the
community’s knowledge about
recycling.
The strategy was endorsed by
Council at its November (2021)
Ordinary Meeting and is based on
consultation with the community
and local businesses, and is aligned
with the new NSW Waste and Sustainable Materials Strategy.
The 10-year strategy will see Lismore and its villages move beyond
management of waste and towards
a circular economy approach.
Lismore City Council Business
Manager of Commercial Services,
Kevin Trustum, said the transition

One of the best innovations of local councils in the last 20 years is the
‘tip shop’, a place where your trash can become someone’s treasure.
Photo supplied
Most councils have some sort
of ‘tip shop’ and Ballina’s Salvage
Shed is a resource-recovery shop
that aims to divert material that
can be recycled or reprocessed
from landfill. It is operated by
Momentum Collective, a not-forprofit community organisation, and
the shop supports their programs.
Items for the Salvage Shed in
Ballina must be taken over the
weighbridge and enter the Waste
Management Centre. This prevents
the Salvage Shed being inundated
with unwanted goods illegally
dumped at the front of the premises and assists their staff to focus
on resource recovery.
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Ballina Council is proud that
the Salvage Shed saves tonnes of
reusable materials from entering
landfill each year, provides sustainable options for everyday items,
and reduces the environmental
impact of buying new.
The facility also has a Kids Salvage Shed Treasure Hunt Activity
with a downloadable activity sheet
to keep the kids entertained while
encouraging them to value sustainability through reuse. You can also
pick a sheet up from the Salvage
Shed front counter. Don’t forget to
take your pencil!
For more information, visit:
www.ballina.nsw.gov.au.

to circular economy will improve
our sustainability and the local
economy.
The strategy includes four key
initiatives that are to transition
to a circular economy: build a
Community Circular Economy Hub
in Lismore with strong links to
the villages; build a new regional
Materials Recovery Facility with
modern technology to support a
growing regional population and
create redundancy in the recycling
system; and lastly to establish a
Circular Economy Precinct at the
Lismore Recycling & Recovery Facility that will process waste products
back into materials that can be
reused locally.
For more information visit:
lismore.nsw.gov.au.

Tweed Council
Tweed Shire Council is tracking
well on reducing its impact on the
Tweed’s internationally significant
environment highlighted in its
Environmental Sustainability Performance Report for the 12 months to
July 2021, which highlighted a six
per cent reduction in greenhouse
gas emissions compared to the
previous year.
52kW of new solar and replacement of 6,400 streetlights with
LED lightbulbs have been major
contributors to the decrease in
Council’s emissions.
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doing to build sustainability into our lives?
More energy efficiency, solar,
and batteries projects are underway to meet its target to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions from
its electricity use by 25 per cent by
2022 and 50 per cent by 2025.
Sustainability is also at the
forefront of road operations with 90
per cent of material excavated from
infrastructure worksites being repurposed, particularly roads material.
The Tweed Organics Processing
Facility has been receiving food
and garden materials collected
from green bins since August 2021.
More than 10,000 tonnes have been
diverted from landfill since the
facility opened.
Protecting and restoring the
Tweed’s unique and significant
biodiversity is also being promoted
through Council’s Private Land
Conservation Program. There are
currently 30 projects restoring
20 hectares of habitat helping
to protect numerous threatened
plants and animals and almost 200
environmentally minded landholders are now registered to the Land
for Wildlife Scheme.
Tweed Shire Council actively
manages threats to Bush Stonecurlews (Burhinus grallarius),
listed as Endangered in NSW. Loss
of habitat, and fox predation, are
the main causes for this groundnesting bird’s decline.
Through a monitoring program,

The Tweed Shire is home to many unique and wonderful wildlife species including coastal
ground-nesting birds such as the Bush Stone-curlew. Photo David Charley
strategic 1080 baiting of foxes prior
to the commencement of their
breeding season and nest protection measures, the population of
these birds has risen rapidly since a
single breeding pair was identified
in 2012.
It is estimated there is now a
minimum of 128 Bush Stone-curlews
on the Tweed Coast, now the most
significant population in NSW.
For more information, visit:
tweed.nsw.gov.au.

Byron Council
Byron Shire Council is now sourcing
60 per cent of its total electricity
needs from one wind farm in the
NSW Southern Tablelands. The

remaining 40 per cent is being
sourced from certified GreenPower
projects.
Council has also upgraded the
electric-vehicle charging station
under the solar in the Mullumbimby
car park. The new charger is a dualport 22 kW station that can charge
two cars simultaneously. However,
you now have to pay for it!
Byron Shire Council’s work
with rural communities in the
last 18 months is paying massive
dividends for property owners, and
more importantly, for the environment. As part of its support for
farmers, Council was successful in
obtaining a grant as part of the Australian Government’s ‘Combatting

You can book Byron Council’s trailer by calling
the Resource Recovery Hotline on 1300 652 625.
Photo supplied

Pests and Weeds During Drought’
project, which has benefitted more
than 280 farmers and landholders
in the Byron Shire.
More than $70,000 in funding
from the NSW Government will be
used by Council to develop longterms plans to protect and improve
biodiversity in the Byron Shire. The
funding will be spread across four
projects: updating the mapping
of vegetation and areas of high
environmental value; identifying
open forest ecosystems that will
benefit from the reintroduction
of ecological fire management;
auditing threatened plant species
along Council roads; and studying
the impact of recreational use on

coastal biodiversity, wildlife, and
habitats.
A free trailer is now available
for Byron residents so they can
drop off bulky waste to the Byron
Resource Recovery Centre (BRRC),
take home a bargain from the secondhand shop, or purchase some
quality mulch for their gardens.
The trailer service is one of several
prevention strategies that Council
is putting in place to reduce the
amount of illegal dumping in the
Byron Shire.
People can book the trailer
by calling the Resource Recovery
Hotline on 1300 652 625.
For more information, visit:
byron.nsw.gov.au.

Best quality, unrivalled
knowledge and support.
Real business, no subcontractors, and
actual warranty support.
Family owned, family run. Custom
designed systems.
Authorised dealers for Hyundai, Q Cells, Fronius,
Selectronic, Century yuasa, Tesla and Powerplus.
Electric Lic 124600c

OFF GRID
SPECIALISTS
Proudly serving Tweed and Byron for 25 years now. Authorised
service agents for Selectronic, Fronius and Tesla products.

Call us on 6679 7228 / M: 0428 320 262
E: sunbeamsolar@bigpond.com
www.echo.net.au
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Sustainable transport and the double-edged sword of electromobility
David Lisle

‘Clean energy has dirty
,(.+,Ū'Ū-!Ū5((Ū(Ū'0Ū
mines required to bring about
Ū-+',(+&-"('Ū(Ū %(%Ū
'+ 2Ū,.))%2Ū0"%%Ū,.+%2Ū
involve environmental and
social consequences.’

S

ustainable transport often
seems synonymous with
electric vehicles. But planetary salvation is less simple than
swapping your internal combustion
engine Ford Falcon for a batterypowered Tesla. A more thorough reimagining of how we live, involving
low-tech solutions like bicycles and
old-school notions like restraint, is
probably in order.
A local climate activist recently
spoke about the need to ‘transition from an energy system born
of rape of the earth, to one born
of the sun and the wind and the
sea’. I have great sympathy with
this sentiment. But unfortunately,
the energy system we’re slowly
transitioning towards – whether
we call it renewable, clean, green,
or whatever – involves an orgy of
earth rape.
The mining industry will not
disappear in the era of ubiquitous
renewable energy; it will diversify.
Wind turbines and solar panels,
as well as the electric vehicles and
other modes of electromobility
they power, are complex amalgams
of metals and minerals. As fossil
fuel use declines and green energy
proliferates, the production of rare
earths like neodymium, and metals
such as lithium, copper, graphite,
cobalt, nickel, platinum, and

Do we need to re-imagine the future rather than expecting to continue
as we are and assuming that technology will allow endless supplies of
electricity with no consequences? Photo David Lisle
bauxite will massively expand.
Clean energy has dirty sources
and the flood of new mines
required to bring about a transformation of global energy supply
will surely involve environmental
and social consequences. Mineral
deposits in the poor global south
will be exploited so that people in
rich countries might wear the halo
of sustainability.
The electrification of transport is
akin to a double-edged sword. It is
great in terms of carbon emissions,
especially where transport is public
and well patronised. Even a private
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electric car, when charged with
renewable energy, might only emit
a quarter as much greenhouse gas
as a fossil-fuelled vehicle over its
lifecycle. But the extraction and
processing of rare earths and other
minerals required for clean energy
is an expensive, chemically complex
process, requiring vast quantities of
energy, water, and acid, often leaving radioactive waste.

Shifting the burden
Don’t get me wrong: the world
is on fire and we desperately
need to stop burning fossil fuels.

My overriding concern is that the
objective of transitioning to renewable energy without decreasing
our overall energy use merely shifts
the burden. The transport sector
exemplifies this conundrum.
The best thing we can do for
the planet is use less energy. Yet
conservation and energy efficiency
measures are dull. It’s much more
glamorous to drive a Tesla. And
it’s big business too. The world’s
two richest men, Elon Musk and
Jeff Bezos, are heavily invested in
electric vehicles. Bezos recently
acquired a large stake in Rivian,
maker of electric pickups and SUVs.
Promoting electric vehicle
uptake, while laudable, reinforces
the status quo of mobility centred
on the private car, something we
must abandon. Mobility problems
will not be solved by giving everyone a car. Even if we deal with
clean energy’s dirty sources, traffic

congestion, carparks and unequal
access to opportunity will remain.
Making transport sustainable,
rather than simply decarbonising
it, involves a suite of challenges. We
must travel differently and less. We
could even practise localisation.
Veteran environmentalist Bill
McKibben recently wrote in The
New Yorker: ‘As hard as it will be to
rewire the planet’s energy system
by decade’s end, I think it would be
harder – impossible, in fact – to sufficiently rewire social expectations,
consumer preferences, and settlement patterns in that short stretch’.
He’s probably right. We focus on
techno-fixes like reducing vehicular
emissions because our lifestyles
are considered non-negotiable.
Climate activists fight for renewable energy for all so we don’t have
to change the way we live.
The car’s flexibility offers us the
freedom of the road and encourages expansive mobility. But I really
don’t think you need a two-tonne
electric SUV to drop the kids at
school or fetch groceries, tasks that
can be adequately accomplished by
school buses and bicycles – which,
incidentally, are now available in
electric versions.
Most car journeys would never
be made by public transport or
with human power. When you
hop the bus or travel by bike, it’s
remarkable where you don’t go.
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Top health researchers highlight threat of climate change
The Australian Academy of Health and Medical Sciences says climate change is an urgent health priority
Cosmos Magazine

C

limate change is one of the
greatest threats to human
health and wellbeing in
the 21st century, according to the
Australian Academy of Health and
Medical Sciences (AAHMS).
‘A growing body of scientific
evidence demonstrates unequivocally the risks of a warming climate,
revealing potentially devastating
health impacts on the people
of Australia, our region, and the
world,’ they say.
Their statement came on World
Health Day 2022, which had the
theme of ‘Our planet, our health’.
‘It is no longer time for healthcare as usual,’ says Warwick Anderson, co-chair of the AAHMS Climate
Change and Health Steering Committee. ‘Our health and wellbeing
are under immediate threat.’
The statement outlines key
priorities for the health and medical research sector, which include:
promoting recognition of the health
impacts of climate change; delivering research that advances knowledge of these impacts and how to
manage them; and collaborating
with First Nations communities
and experts to amplify First Nations
voices and learn from Indigenous
knowledge.

The AAHMS spent two years
reviewing evidence and facilitating expert discussions on
the impacts of climate change
on health.

‘What good is it to cure
people and send them back
into an increasingly unsafe
environment?’

Impacts of extreme
weather deadly
‘Climate change and its associated pressures have a huge impact
on human health,’ explains Fran
Baum, co-chair of the AAHMS Climate Change and Health Steering
Committee.
She points to the negative
health impacts of extreme weather
events such as floods and heatwaves, the spread of diseases such
as Japanese encephalitis to new
regions, and the loss of homes to
rising sea levels – and that’s just the
start.
‘The WHO (World Health
Organization) says that 13 people
die every minute around the world
from conditions related to air pollution, like lung cancer, strokes and
heart disease – and the pollution
is essentially from fossil fuels,’ says
Baum.
‘And of course, all these pressures have a mental health impact
on people too.’
Baum, an expert in the social
and commercial determinants of

health, highlights how the risks of
climate change fall disproportionately on people and countries who
are already less advantaged.
‘Many old people living in
poverty will say, “I can’t afford to
turn the heating on in winter or the
air conditioning on in summer”,
and we know that those extreme
temperatures have an impact on
people, particularly if they have an
existing chronic disease.’
More effort is needed, she says,
to make buffers against climate
change impacts, such as insulation
and solar panels, available to all,
regardless of income.

Zero carbon healthcare
The AAHMS statement also
stresses the need to make healthcare itself more environmentally
sustainable. According to the statement, Australia’s healthcare system
is responsible for about seven per
cent of the country’s total carbon
emissions, mostly stemming from

hospitals and the pharmaceutical industry.
The United Kingdom’s
National Health Service (NHS)
has already set a target to
achieve a net zero health
system by 2040, and created
a role of chief sustainability
officer to support this goal.
‘It’s a bit more complicated in
Australia because of the states,’
says Baum. ‘We need agreements
between the federal and the state
[governments], giving incentives
to hospitals to help them to reduce
their carbon emissions.’
Strategies could include the
introduction of electric cars,
installing solar power, and high
environmental standards for new
healthcare buildings. Baum also
highlights the need for investment
in positions, similar to the [UK] NHS
chief sustainability officer, who
can take responsibility for leading
and implementing these strategies
across the sector.
Altogether, changes in both
attitude and action will be needed
to meet the challenges of climate
change.
‘It’s really important to care for
people, obviously, but we also have
to care for the planet and for future
generations,’ says Baum.
‘What good is it to cure people

and send them back into an
increasingly unsafe environment?
That’s what we’re doing at the
moment.’

Planning essential
‘A well-defined, quick, and
staged path to a net-zero world is
needed to ensure the health and
wellbeing of all Australians,’ says
Ingrid Scheffer, president of the
AAHMS.
‘The Australian Academy of
Health and Medical Sciences is
committed to supporting this
endeavour, and this statement
outlines specific steps we will take
to ensure we are playing our part.’
‘We know what measures will
mitigate and alleviate climate
change,’ Baum says.
‘Can we imagine in 20 years’
time, where we’re building buildings that are more in keeping with
our environment; where we have
lots and lots of jobs in renewable
energy and the restoration of environments; where individuals are
much healthier … I think we need
to offer people this vision of a much
better society.’

GPQXCGPGTI[EQOCW
02 5622 1700

(PQXC(PGTI[<QWTNQECNEQOOWPKV[QYPGFGPGTI[
RTQXKFGTDQTPTKIJVJGTGKPVJG1QTVJGTP5KXGTU
We’re a community-owned social enterprise. We reinvest back
into local communities. And we’re committed to a 100% renewable
energy future – proudly powered by our own customer rooftops
and Diamond Energy, a renewable energy generator. Giving you
an easy way to take immediate climate action!

Daryl and partner Sarah
Northern Rivers residents
Energy Consultant Enova Community Energy
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• No. 1 and 5-Star rated in the Green Electricity Guide
• Canstar Blue’s Green Excellence Award – Energy
• Named by CHOICE as one of the best for service
and environmental sustainability

Switch to award-winning Enova Energy and we will
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Aussies talking dirty – it’s time to bring it down
Mandy Nolan

W

hen it comes to carbon
emissions, Aussies are
talking dirty.
We are one of the highest per
capita CO2 emitters in the world.
The average household of 2.6
people has an annual carbon footprint of 15–20 tonnes of CO2 per year.
To limit global warming to below 1.5
degrees by 2050 we have to bring
this down to two tonnes per year.
Sometimes it feels too big.
But we can do something. And
something is always better than
nothing. I’ll be honest – it’s going to
take more than a $100 metal lunch
box and riding your bike to work
to impact our overall carbon emissions. It’s going to take systemic
change. But while you’re waiting,
why not be the change you want
to see? Making the changes in your
home may have minimal impact
on our overall carbon emissions
but it’s the beginning of a cultural
change. Where we communicate
to our community and our government that there are better ways
of living. It’s not just good for the
planet, it’s good for us. It’s the
carbon-neutral diet!

Do you really need it?
It’s basically about more of
‘less’. The capitalist economy
thrives on addictive consumer

behaviour. We buy too much.
And therefore we throw away too
much. One of the first things we
can do is to be conscious of what
we buy. Don’t buy fast fashion.
Don’t buy mass-produced goods.
Be mindful of where things are
made, how they were made, and
how people were paid. Do you
need it? The best way to ensure
a low carbon footprint is to buy
local – from local producers and
artisans. And if you don’t need it,
don’t buy it.
Grow veges. Producing your own
food is key. We’ve become dependent on a system that is unsustainable, and become deskilled from
some of our primary human
survival skills: growing food. It’s not
just a great way to have an impact
on emissions, it’s healthier. It’s not
contaminated with spray, it hasn’t
been transported from overseas, or
frozen for long periods of time.
A diet where you eat fewer
animals is another good way of
reducing your carbon footprint.
Eating no animals at all is probably
best. Agriculture is a significant
contributor to carbon emissions.
But this doesn’t work for everyone,
so as with everything, eat locally.
Meat produced from local farms is
going to have fewer food miles. If
you can’t manage a vegetarian or
vegan diet, just have a few animalproduct-free days.

Reduce your single-use plastics.
This can be hard, because plastic
usage has become embedded with
our fast-paced lifestyles and our
need for convenience. Have you
ever tried to take sliced bread home
in a paper bag? It means buying
bread from bakeries, or somewhere
they aren’t pre-wrapped. It means
having your own drawstring bags
for vegetables or loose items (my
12-year-old has just made us a
set). We’ve all got pretty good at
eliminating single-use shopping
bags and straws, so now it’s time
to go in deeper. Could you remove
all plastic from your life? Try it for
a month. It’s a great challenge for
your family.

Turn off the lights and
get your ugg boots
Here’s my husband’s favourite:
turn off the lights. Yeah, hate to say
it. He’s right. And less light actually
helps you sleep better. You can also
turn off your computer when it’s
not in use, and other appliances.
And try to avoid heating. Whack
on a jumper and ugg boots. In
summer, sleep nude under a
mozzie net on the balcony. Our
desire for temperature ‘comfort’
is killing us – and ironically it’s
creating a planet with unliveable
temperatures!
A big impact on reducing your

carbon footprint is installing a
standard household solar photovoltaic system. Taking construction
into account it will reduce your
household emissions by about half
a tonne of CO2 per year.
Here’s something none of us
like that much. Re-think travel.
Use public transport, bikes, walk,
car pool… and if you can afford
the transition, get an EV. Flying is a
massive emitter so make sure it’s a
direct flight… and maybe rethink
where you are going and why.
This is hard for me as my kids live
in Melbourne. I have to offset my
travel.
Plant trees. Lots of them. Trees
sequester carbon. It’s the obvious
solution. Reducing our carbon
footprint has to go hand in hand
with protecting wild spaces, and
planting trees where there has
been deforestation.
Everything I have suggested is
expensive. You have to be affluent
to do all this. It’s the privilege of
the middle class to be able to
afford $100 metal lunch boxes and
solar panels and electric vehicles
and locally produced food. That’s
because our entire system, taxes
and tariffs, is all hinged around
climate change-causing mass consumption. It shouldn’t be geared
this way. And it doesn’t have to be.
The best way to impact your
carbon footprint is to change the

system. The only way to change the
system is about who is in government and what their policies are.
According to data from the
Cop26 in Glasgow, on a per capita
basis Australia has the highest
greenhouse gas emissions from
coal power in the world, nearly
double those in China. This takes a
while to sink in. How can China be
doing better than us? China is the
world’s top emitter. The country
that contributes a quarter of the
world’s greenhouse gas! But China
pledged to reduce coal and has
been the biggest investor in renewable energy over the last decade.
They’re engaged in forestry programs to reduce soil erosion and
pollution. And what are we doing?
Turning up at Cop26 holding hands
with Santos, a fossil-fuel company.
So we’re coming up to a federal
election. Maybe it’s time to think
about our emissions.
There are currently 114 new
projects in the pipeline approved
by both major parties. And we’re on
our hands and knees planting trees
and growing vegetables?
It’s time to demand an end to all
new coal and gas projects. Let’s be
world leaders, not world bleeders.
Q If you want to hook up with a
community of people trying to
reduce carbon footprint try Zero
Emissions Byron – zerobyron.org.

Murwillumbah
now open!
gluten free & plant based options
certiﬁed organic fruit & veg
qualiﬁed naturopaths
bulk wholefoods
organic skincare
& more

Shop 1, 66 Murwillumbah Street
ﬂannerys.com.au
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Celebrate
ORFDOGHOLJKWVDW

The North Coast has so much to offer when it comes to divine local produce.
1RXULVK)RRG)HVWZLOOEHKHOGDW1RUFR3ULPH[ 0D\å IRUWKHĆUVWWLPHWKLV\HDUFHOHEUDWLQJDQGVKRZFDVLQJWKLVDPD]LQJ
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Secrets from the chefs
The kitchen stage will be a hive of activity with daily cooking demonstrations from the
Ballina RSL’s executive chef, Stephen Mills. Watch as he creates stunning dishes that bring
out the best in our local ingredients – and then taste the result! He’ll also bring other local
chefs onto the stage to share some of their best tips and techniques. This is a true paddock
to plate experience that brings farmers and foodies together.

Supporting our producers
Nourish is part of the “comeback” process for many food and beverage
SURGXFHUVZKRZHUHKLWKDUGE\WKHGHYDVWDWLQJćRRGV7KHVHORFDO
businesses can’t wait to share their products with you as they prepare
for a brighter future. Some of them you already know and love, but

Music to soothe the soul
Food and drinks go hand-in-hand with live
entertainment to create a relaxed vibe. Over
three days, you’ll hear from talented local
musicians, including:
• Luke Yeaman with his beautiful acoustics
and unique reinterpretations of modern and
classic songs.
• JESA, a folk pop songstress who uses her
music to shed light on social injustices with
messages of hope.
• Ben Kuhl, who originally hails from Byron Bay
and has performed at venues across Australia
with internationally acclaimed artists.
• Glenn Massey and his popular mix of rock
and roll, country, pop and bluegrass.
• Roo, who has been entertaining crowds on
the North Coast since the 1980s.
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there are new ones to discover. Exhibitors include Two Mates Brewing,
Winding Road Distilling Co, Norco, Critters Distillery, OMG Donuts
Lismore, Cape Byron Distillery, Lambruk Pantry, Nimbin Valley Dairy,
and JunkYard Barbeque, to name just a few!

People’s Day and
discounted tickets
Northern Rivers residents will
be able to attend Norco Primex,
including the Nourish Food
Fest, for free on People’s Day,
Thursday, 19 May. After the tragic
HIIHFWVRIWKHćRRGVWKLVLVDQ
opportunity to come together
in a positive environment, relax
with family and friends, and heal
as a community. People’s Day
tickets are only available online,
for people in eligible postcodes
(2469–2490 and 2450–2464).
Ticket holders must provide proof
of residency at the gate.

Discounted early bird
tickets are also available
at www.primex.net.au
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How now sans cow? Is eating meat so bad?
Aletha Zylstra

W

hat action can we take
right now that will help
to radically reshape our
relationship with nature on a societal scale? Many good folks will say
the answer is simple: Go vegan. But
many who raise and care for the
animals whose products society
benefits from will say ‘It’s not the
cow, it’s the how’. They are referring
to how livestock can be managed
to help restore the environment we
all live in.
The documentary Cowspiracy
(2014) presents a convincing case
that ending all animal agriculture
(AA) is the most immediately
impactful means to address
climate change. To make this case
it focuses on North American practices of industrial AA (IAA).

Is veganism the answer?
In 2017, a study by Robin R White
and Mary Beth Hall concluded that
a mass shift to veganism would not
produce the greenhouse gas (GHG)
reductions aspired to. Their models
also focused on US IAA and suggested that without it, their total
food production would increase
(23 per cent) and agricultural GHG
would decrease (28 per cent), but
the changes would only achieve a
2.6 per cent reduction of total US
GHG emissions overall.

Regenerative farming seeks to ensure that animal agriculture
contributes to combatting global warming rather than be a contributing
factor. Photo Jeff Dawson
The disappointing final figure
in GHG reduction, explain White
and Hall, is because of three
consequences of removing animals
from all US agriculture: the need
to synthesise fertiliser in a system
without animals; the need to
dispose of the human-inedible
portions of crops previously used
as feed for animals; and the inputs
(of chemicals and energy) required
to produce additional crops on
land previously used by animals.
Their results are not surprising
given that the US is the ‘poster
child’ for everything that’s wrong
with industrial, monoculture,

petrochemical-reliant farming.
Meanwhile, feedlots (how the
majority of American cattle are
raised) are not how the majority
of farmers around the world raise
large ruminants (grazing animals
with more than one stomach); they
are the exception, not the rule.
According to Peter (surname
withheld), a second-generation
cattle farmer in the Northern
Rivers, three quarters of beef cattle
in Australia are grass-fed. The
industrial feedlot farms that raise
the other quarter tend to be owned
by large corporate entities, whose
operations, much like the mining

industry, would not be financially
viable without government subsidies – such as the diesel fuel excise.
A more effective way to address
the impacts of Australia’s AA on climate change, Peter argues, would
be for government support to focus
on education and implementation
of regenerative agriculture (RA).
Through this process, he says,
the majority of farms with large
ruminants have great potential for
carbon sequestration, increasing
biodiversity, and improving soil
water retention, and possibly
increased profitability, through
very achievable changes in grazing
practices.

How to move forward
Peter feels that IAA and ‘oldschool’ colonial grazing practices
have a lot to answer for – and they
have to stop. He is among the
swelling ranks worldwide of regenerative farmers whose relationship
with nature is a world away from
those critiqued in Cowspiracy. I
asked Peter to consider the same
question as Hall and White: ‘What
would happen – locally, and more
broadly – if we stopped all AA?’.
‘For starters’, he says, ‘how
would we do it? Do we slaughter
them all at once? Do we just let
them go – not a good idea – or do
we just stop breeding them? But
then how do farmers afford to

look after them till they all die of
something?’.
Animal rights’ activists
disregard the reality that ‘When a
regenerative farmer raises a cow,
or any animal, they’re 100 per cent
invested in that animal’s wellbeing.
But the fact is, everything dies, and
in nature things eat other things
for the cycle of life to continue. In
a regenerative farming system,
animals have a really good life,
then just one really bad day. It’s a
lot tougher for animals in the wild,’
says Peter.

What if no cows?
On the question of local effects
from not having cows around,
Peter points to how much bigger
the problem with invasive weed
species would become. ‘We’ve seen
it already with the loss of all our
small dairy farms. Invasive species
like camphor are among of the
biggest threats to our biodiversity.
Grazing can be managed in ways
that restore the environment; and
it’s not harder, it’s just different’.
A whole-of-society shift to
veganism is not going to be the easy
fix that is desired, bringing with
it a range of other environmental
and animal-welfare issues. When
considering the options before us,
RA offers systemic change with
improved outcomes for the environment and for animal welfare.

BUILDING, DEMOLISHING, RENOVATING?

Give us a ring before you get the wreckers in. We pay cash for everything.

We are the biggest recycling yard on the coast with more than two acres of stock to choose from including:
• Huge range of hardwood • Architectural features and unique one off items • Doors, Lighting, Bathrooms
BUYING & SELLING, FROM BALLINA TO BEENLEIGH 6 DAYS A WEEK... RED NED’S SALVAGE & SECONDHAND
46 MACHINERY DRIVE TWEED HEADS SOUTH

07 5524 4244
www.echo.net.au

MON–FRI 8.30am – 4.30pm
SAT 8.30am – 1.30pm DST
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22 Sustainability
What are the options for building our energy future?
Aslan Shand

I

have to admit that I was a little
envious of people who had
their own solar set up when
our electricity went out during the
recent flooding; at least they were
able to keep the lights on!
And that is the thing about
renewable energy, from small scale
to large there are myriad options
out there and something for everyone. From large-scale businesses
and organisations putting solar
panels on their roofs to reduce
energy costs to Byron Hospital’s
720 kilowatt system that will be the
largest rooftop-mounted PV (photovoltaic) installation on the north
coast to individual homes.
But the key here is that we need
to transition away from fossil fuels
that are fuelling rapidly increasing
global heating, and fast. Renewable
energy options include solar, wind,
hydro, tidal, biomass, thermal,
and the emergence of hydrogen.
The geographical location, and
size of project, are key to the type
of renewable energy consumption
an individual or business develops
and utilises. For example in the UK
they are now predicting that 11 per
cent of their energy needs could be
supplied by tidal energy.
Like any country it will take a
wide range of renewable energy
generation for a successful mix of

An aerial view of Byron Central Hospital that will soon have the
largest photovoltaic installation on the north coast. Photo supplied
renewable energies to power the
future in Australia as we shift away
from coal and gas.
A key development that is currently taking place is in the area
of hybrid systems that combine
renewable energy with battery
storage.
‘It is going to be all sizes of
renewable energy required from
large scale down to households
working alongside each other to
ensure that there is enough energy
in the grid,’ said Enova Community
Energy Managing Director, Felicity
Stening.
‘We know that Australian Energy
Market Operator (AEMO) predicts
one in two households will have

Solar Gardens are a way for people who have no roof to put solar panels on to
access renewable energy. Image Enova Community Energy

solar and battery installations by
2050 in Australia and the uptake
of battery systems are expcted
to surge.Rooftop solar in coming
decade will increase by three to
nine times and possibly as high as
82 gW by 2050. Residential solar is
expected to grow by 37 per cent by
2050.

Should I still get solar
panels at home?
‘In terms of rooftop solar, given
that the price of selling excess is
going down and continues to go
down it is still worthwhile. People
were [historically] over sizing
their solar rooftop systems to take

advantage of tariffs. However, we
recommend that people size their
systems appropriately for their
home, house, and family needs.
Adding a battery is very beneficial.
We recommend that people install
batteries so they can store the
energy and use it overnight.’

More change needed to
accommodate the future
Ms Stening said that Enova
Community Energy and others
are looking at micro grids and
community batteries and are currently advocating for rule changes
for micro-grids on the ground
to ensure that they are able to

function effectively both within the
broader energy network and at a
community level.
‘There are a lot of solutions: for
example solar gardens for people
who are locked out of owning
solar and batteries and demand
management for households and
business to manage and control
their energy.’
However, Ms Stening says it is
still vital that we look at how we
use energy in our lives from how
we build and retrofit our homes
and businesses as well as how
we use in other industries like
transport.
‘The greenest electricity is
always the energy we didn’t use.’

ELECTRIC VEHICLE SHOWCASE
Ethical social enterprise Good Car Co have
teamed up with Enova Community Energy to
RHUTXDOLW\new and used electric vehicles
WKURXJKWKH(9EXONEX\6DYHVLJQLȴFDQWO\
compared to the price of a new vehicle.

100% ELECTRIC
POLESTAR 2
HYUNDAI IONIQ AND KONA
NISSAN LEAF
SCAN TO REGISTER
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Morrison’s gas-led recovery and climate action
Jim Beatson

M

ost Australians know
the news, or have had
firsthand experiences
themselves, of two years of floods,
fires, coastal erosion, and storms,
both here and overseas. In fact
Australia has warmed on average
by 1.44 ± 0.24 °C since national
records began in 1910.
Scott Morrison, and Angus
Taylor, minister for Energy and
Emissions Reduction, say they will
meet the IPCC (Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change) agreed
targets of zero greenhouse
emissions ‘in a canter’ by 2050,
and ‘reduce our greenhouse gas
emissions to 26–28 per cent below
2005 levels by 2030’.
What policy will achieve this?
A quick reality check shows we are
heading in the wrong direction.
Last year, Australia overtook Qatar,
becoming the world’s largest
exporter of liquefied natural gas
(LNG). We’re already the world’s
second-largest exporter of thermal
coal, and largest for metallurgical
coal.
The IPCC says global emissions
must peak within three years
to have any chance of keeping
warming below 1.5°C. The IPCC’s
Australian vice-president, Professor
Mark Howden, says ‘global
emissions must fall 50 per cent by
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2030 and reach net zero by about
2045 to limit warming to between
1.5 degrees and under 2 degrees’,
which is even beyond Labor’s
promise.
So how will a ‘gas-led
recovery policy’ actually work?
The development of Australia’s
policy has profoundly changed.
Government policy is now ‘made
on the run’ combined with favours
for allies. Morrison was pushed by
both the IPCC’s COP26 meeting
as well as facing action demands
over our recent catastrophic
floods. So unilaterally Australia’s
parliamentary policy-making
process for the past 120 years was
sacrificed.
Previously high-level policy
options in particular areas were
produced by senior ministerial staff
working directly for the prime minister or a minister. In Foreign Affairs
or Defence these papers are called
White Papers. Policies are then
discussed by the party’s relevant
committee and parliamentary committees and then finally adopted by
Cabinet or the ‘Inner Cabinet’ – a
small group of the most-senior
Cabinet members.
Once the Country Party became
the National Party and switched
from representing rural interests to
one representing mining interests,
the tail began wagging the dog, a
system enabling the coalition to

Indicative emissions reductions sources 2020 to 2030

govern. And the Nationals made
big demands for its support. The
price for Nationals electorate
‘sweeteners’ was $A15 billion,
forming a significant part of the
coalition’s cash-splash announced
just before the election.
The result is the ‘gas-led
recovery’ and its twin, ‘the
hydrogen gas revolution’. The PM
said there is ‘no credible energy
transition plan for an economy like
Australia that does not involve the
greater use of gas’ following the
coronavirus recession. He repeated
this in a National Press Club
address in February 2022.
Morrison’s government has 10
new gas projects lined up, totaling
around $A56 billion, due to come
online within the next five years.
But our Australian Energy Market

Operator regulator (AEMO) says
new gas-fired power is less likely
to be affordable than like-for-like
alternatives that can provide
dispatchable power, such as large
government batteries, pumped
hydro, domestic rooftop-fed
batteries, and demand response
programs that pay consumers to
reduce consumption at peak times.
Hydrogen is a wonderful fuel
for energy and moving vehicles.
But there are two ways to produce
it: with renewable energy or with
non-renewable energy. Morrison
has chosen the latter, ie use nonrenewables to produce renewable
energy.
Here’s the Morrison’s
government’s previous official
policy mechanism for achieving
their 2030 target (see graphic).

The largest carbon reduction
of over one-third comes from the
Emissions Reductions Fund, a
scheme where rural landowners
plant forests on unused land who
can then on-sell their carbon
offsets commercially to polluters.
This system has recently
been subject to media attacks
by Australia’s Climate Council as
a scam. They claim that many
billions of dollars paid by Australia’s
government to some farmers are
for land so dry the planted forests
quickly die. Or for trees that are not
new trees but just existing ones.
The Climate Council remains
Australia’s foremost climatechange expert body, which
previously was funded by
government but defunded by the
Abbott government in 2013. It is
now a non-profit headed by IPCC
contributors Professors Will Steffen
and Tim Flannery.
The next largest source, offering
just under one-third of our planned
emissions reduction, are the
National Energy Productivity Plans.
However, there appears to be no
additional funding specifically
allocated for implementation.
With policy ‘made on the run’,
little wonder children are taking to
the streets and some newlyweds
are abandoning the idea of giving
birth without action on climate
policy.
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Leaders in
regenerative
agriculture
We can wish it were otherwise or we can roll up our sleeves
and make the change. The climate crisis demands action.
At Southern Cross University, we created Australia’s first
degree in Regenerative Agriculture, focusing on the science
of regeneration and calling on our global reputation for
plant, earth and forest science expertise. You can join a new
generation of agriculturalists and farmers studying to ensure
a better tomorrow for our land.

You could study:
• Bachelor of Science (Regenerative Agriculture)
• Graduate Certificate in Regenerative Agriculture
• Graduate Diploma in Regenerative Agriculture
• Master of Science (Environmental Science
and Management)

scu.edu.au/regenerative-agriculture

Transforming
Tomorrow

CRICOS Provider: 01241G
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Good Life

Mullumbimby locals might
have noticed a few changes
taking place at 55 Station
Street recently. After a brief
stint as La Familia (during
the difficult times of COVID
lockdowns and floods), the
much-loved outdoor venue
is now open and operating as
HOOPER’S Craft Bar & Eats.
This is the second HOOPER’S
venture by owner Jack Wright,
whose sister cafe in Brunswick
Heads has been serving up
burgers and fish & chips to its
loyal following for many years
now.
Expanding on the
Brunswick Heads model, the
Mullumbimby HOOPER’S offers
a big selection of burgers, fish
& chips, salads and treats like
popcorn cauliflower, chicken
wings and cheesy jalapeno
balls. In addition, the Station
Street establishment has a
well-appointed bar offering a
solid range of local craft beers,
cocktails, wines and spirits.
And for those who want a night
in, they’re doing take-away
food too.
‘We’re sticking with what we
know works,’ says Jack Wright.

‘After some really tough times
for our community, we reckon
good, unpretentious food and
a few drinks with family and
friends is just what’s needed.’
Family is an important
theme for Mullumbimby-born
Jack, who named HOOPER’S in
honour of his brother after he
passed away in 2009. With his
mother and sisters involved in
both restaurants, too, the local,
family spirit is a key part of the
HOOPER’S ethos.
‘Nothing beats getting
around a table with your loved
ones and having a great feed,’
says Jack. ‘We want HOOPER’S
to be a place where people

Mother’s Day market feast
We have always talked about
flowers and chocolates as a tradition for Mother’s Day, a lovely
gift to be sure. But why not
whip around the Mullumbimby
or New Brighton farmers’ markets instead, and put together
a simple but elegant little feast,
as an experience, just for her,
not a mass-produced ‘thing’.
Here’s a three-course meal
inspiration that’s quick and
easy, yet simply delicious – and
please feel free to share your
ideas too!
Where better to start than
with Noel Baggaley’s oyster
shots, from Brunswick Seed
Oysters; a mouthful of plump
briny oysters suspended in
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a spicy liquid of Noel’s own
devising, a luxe Virgin Mary –
although six would be better
than one!
For the main course how
about smoked fish pasta? You
can pick up your fresh egg pappardelle from either Woodland
Valley Farm or Gourmet Pasta,
then head to The Bay Smokehouse for smoked mullet; this
will be the foundation for your
main course.

gather and enjoy the good
things in life. We know that’s
the way Hooper himself would
have wanted it to be.’
Licensee and General Manager Millie Oats is excited by
the prospect of Mullumbimby

having a new place to eat and
drink.
‘This is arguably the nicest
venue in Mullum,’ says Millie.
‘Set in beautiful gardens, with
lots of seating and little nooks
to enjoy a cocktail in, it’s hard
to beat. We’re already getting
plenty of great feedback about
how much this kind of place
was needed.’
Millie says HOOPER’S in Mullumbimby will focus on ensuring their menu has options
for all tastes and needs, from
healthy salads to grilled fish, to
crowd-favourite burgers and
Cajun fries. And the bar will
source from local brewers and
distillers where possible.
HOOOPER’S at 55 Station
Street will be open for dine-in
and takeaway, Tuesday to
Saturday 11.30am–9.00pm

Enjoy the nightlife before
Council builds its cheap housing
Simon Haslam
How cool to have another venue in the middle of Mullumbimby
that’s family-friendly, where you can also get a pretty decent
range of wine and craft beers, including local Wandana Brewery
beers, some cocktails and non-alcoholic drinks as well as
decently priced burger-style meals.
Whilst there have been many incarnations at 55 Station St,
judging by the number of people at Hooper’s last Saturday night
they might have hit on a winning and sustainable formula for
casual night-time drinks and food at the site. There was also
a bit of an ‘up’ vibe owing to the music – not too loud but just
enough, at least from where we were sitting.
There were noise complaints after night-time events under
previous owners, but every town needs a range of night-time
options to keep it alive, to augment the pubs, which are not for
everyone, or every family. Hooper’s also presents a low-key
‘plants and wood’ façade to the entry to town – it looks inviting.
Every car park was full at 5.30pm on a Saturday night – indicating that with all the shops shut the car park is full of people
creating some vibrant nightlife in the centre of Mullum.
Enjoy it while it lasts, because surely as soon as Council
builds its cheap housing above that car park, all those car
parking spots will be lost, the entry to Mullumbimby will now
become an unsightly multi-storey block of condos, noise complaints from neighbours between Milk & Honey and Hooper’s
will kill the nightlife, and the Hooper’s site will be redeveloped
to become yet another block of flats.
Hopefully, since the proposal will only house a measly 50
people, and won’t be completed until 2024 at best, Council will
come up with a more meaningful solution to the affordable
housing situation, in a more suitable location that doesn’t wreck
the entrance to town and enables the centre of town to become
a vibrant shopping and nightlife area.
Smoked fish pasta: onion
softened in olive oil (from
Grumpy Grandma’s), capers,
then white wine, creme fraiche
(from Deb Allard’s Cheeses
Loves You) brought to a gentle
bubble then the flaked fish
added, simmered and folded
through the silky strands of
drained pasta, reduced till
glossy, adorned with parsley
and lemon rind (Rancho’s
for lemons, herbs from Iona
herbs, Summit Farm, Kennedy
Lane, Forrest Organic). Serve
this with mixed leave to go
alongside (Gourmet Salad Hut,
Summit Farm, Organic Forrest,
Wiccawood Farm), and a
breadstick (from either Scratch
Patisserie or Crabbes Creek
Woodfired), slathered with
Deb’s cultured butter perhaps

(Cheeses Loves You) – this is a
special occasion after all!
For the dessert be inspired
by those huge and glorious
autumnal Gala apples, three
to a kilo, to be layered into a
lemony Sicilian Apple Cake
along with Marsala-steeped
raisins, eggy batter, roast
walnuts and topped with
cinnamony pine nuts, baked
till gold. You can find the recipe
for Sicilian Apple Cake on www.
mullumfarmersmarket.org.au
Why not accompany it
all with a pretty bunch of
chemical-free flowers (Summit
Farms, Organic Forrest,
Glenyce Creighton & JRA), all in
honour of the person to whom
we owe our very existence.
Happy Mother’s Day!

Free entry to Primex
People’s Day
As Norco Primex 2022 gears
up to be the biggest event in
years, organisers have revealed
Northern Rivers’ residents will
be able to attend for free on
opening day.
The first ever People’s Day
will be held on Thursday, 19
May, with tickets available
online.
Primex director Bruce
Wright said after the tragic
effects of the floods, this
was an opportunity to
come together in a positive
environment, relax with family
and friends, and heal as a
community.
‘We know many of the businesses who are our exhibitors
and friends have experienced
heartache because of these
floods,’ he said.
‘However, the message from
them is very clear – Primex
has to go ahead as a celebration, and a means for these
businesses to relaunch and
rebuild by engaging with their
customers.
‘We know how important
Primex is for our farming and
rural communities, but also the
dedicated and resilient companies and family businesses who
operate, supply, and deliver
throughout the North Coast
every day of the year.’
New features, events and
attractions at Primex will
reinforce all the amazing things
we know and love about the
Northern Rivers. This includes
the new Nourish Food Fest,
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Hooper’s in Mullumbimby

FLOOR / BAR / KITCHEN

The

which will showcase the
region’s world-class food and
beverage industry.
Primex 2022 will have about
400 exhibitors and is expected
to attract 30,000 visitors over
three days from 19–21 May,
injecting an estimated $5 million into the local economy.

Primex People’s Day
• Free entry to all North Coast
residents on Thursday 19 May.
• Tickets are only available
online and must be purchased
prior to entry.
• Eligible postcodes include
2469–2490 and 2450–2464.
• Ticket holders must provide
proof of residency at the gate
(drivers’ licence etc).
Discounted early bird tickets
are also available online.
Further updates and program
information will be available
leading into the event and on
the Primex website: www.

WE ARE
HIRING
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Good Taste

Eateries Guide
BYRON BAY

BYRON BAY

Legend Pizza

Serving Byron Bay for 30
years.
Open 7 days and nights.
Delivery from Suffolk to
Ewingsdale.
90-96 Jonson Street
6685 5700
www.legendpizza.com.au

Main Street
Open for takeaway daily,
12 midday until dinner.
Menu, Phone and more
details @mainstreet_burgerbar
18 Jonson Street
6680 8832

Success Thai

Mon–Fri lunch & dinner,
closed Sundays.
Lunch 12 noon–3pm.
Dinner from 5–8.30pm.
3/31 Lawson St, Byron Bay
www.facebook.com/
pages/Success-ThaiFood/237359826303469

The Rocks

Brunch
6.30am–2pm, Fri–Mon
16 Lawson St, Byron Bay
6685 7663
Menus at
therocksbyronbay.com.au
@therocksbyronbay

KARKALLA
Byron Bay
Native Indigenous Restaurant

Cnr of Bay Lane & Fletcher St,
Byron Bay

5614 8656

Barrio

1 Porter St, North Byron
Opening Hours
Mon–Sat: Breakfast 7am–
11pm; Lunch 11am–3pm
Thu–Sat: Aperitif Hour
3pm–5pm; Dinner 5pm–late
@barriobyronbay

The Coop Rotisserie
and Larder
91 Jonson Street,
Byron Bay.
Ph 5628 7021

continued

Byron’s Freshest Pizza

Loft Byron Bay

Order online and join
our loyalty program.
Catering for up to 100 people
lunch and dinner.
BYO
Locally owned and operated.
Scan code for menu.

4 Jonson Street,
Byron Bay
6680 9183

Book online:
www.loftbyronbay.com.au

Chupacabra

Open for takeaway daily, 12 midday until dinner.

‘Make a meal of it’
Add chips and a drink, just $5.

Yaman
Mullumbimby

62 Stuart St, Mullumbimby
6684 3778

www.yamanmullumbimby.com.au

Open 7 days
from 9am–8pm
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

The Rocks is back in business!
We have a range of freshly sourced dishes,
Byron Bay coffee, and hand-made juices
and smoothies at locals prices.
Fully licensed, all day brunch and
happy hour from 11am.
Check out our new dishes on Instagram!

Sneaky Eats Co
5/15 Towers Drive,
Mullum Industrial Estate
admin@sneakyeats.co
www.sneakyeats.co

Food with history, story & connection
DINNER, THURSDAY–MONDAY
Early sitting from 5pm
Second sitting from 7.30pm
Bookings highly recommended, via our website
www.karkalla.com.au | @karkallabyronbay
Team Karkalla thank you
for your support and kindness
during this challenging time.

The Empire

20 Burringbar St, Mullum

6684 2306
Open 7 days 9am–3pm
FB/Insta: EmpireMullum
empiremullum.com.au
Orders: mryum.com/theempire

Barrio takes its inspiration from locally sourced
produce and Middle Eastern cuisine.

Corner of Stuart and
Tincogan Streets,
Mullumbimby

Keep an eye on our socials for daily specials.

0498 010 881
Monday–Friday
6.30am–2.30pm
Saturday 7am–2pm

Serving succulent local free range chicken,

Open 7 days
Mon–Wed 7am–2.30pm
Thurs–Sun 7am–10pm
11 Marvell Street,
Byron Bay
swaay.com.au

No Bones
Vegan Bar and Kitchen.
11 Fletcher Street
0481 148 007

Frida’s Field
SWAAY is a new cafe / bar / restaurant offering an
experience of great food & drinks, quality service and
good music. Come dine inside on one of our leather
banquettes, hang amongst the plants at the bar, or
chill outside and enjoy afternoon happy hours with
one of our signature cocktails. Our ever evolving menu
is focused on modern cuisine using only the best
seasonal local produce.

Fresh authentic Mexican in a relaxed atmosphere.

Coffee, malawach rolls, pita pockets, falafel,
traditional Yemenite spices and all your
favourites, always freshly made.
Drop in for an authentic atmosphere.
Dine in or takeaway.
Healthy, nutritious and delicious, vegetarian/ vegan
pre-prepared meals & sides. Made with market
fresh local and organic produce. We provide curries,
dhals, patties, salads, sauces, dips and GF sourdough
breads, treats & sweets.
Order by Thursday 8pm for Sunday collection.
We offer a safe click & collect service.
Something for all tastes, from epic burgers
to vegan delights. Enjoy delectable treats
and good vibes at this Mullum icon.
Order and pay online!
Scan the QR code to view menu and
order online through Mr Yum.
Phone orders welcome. Takeaway is
available on the whole menu.

Healthy, fresh, balanced and nutrient dense
meals that create a sensory delight
for our customers.
Buddha bowls, smoothies, coffee,
cold-pressed juices, and so much more.

NASHUA

Open Sunday to Friday,
11am to 7pm.

Swaay

Open every day from 4pm till late.

Paséyo

Offering daily bakes, breakfast cakes, classic
sandwiches, vibrant salads, smoked fish, woodfired meats and cocktails.

Catering available.

Espresso Martini Nights | Every day 9–11pm
2 for $20 Classic Espresso Martini.

MULLUMBIMBY

Menus available on Facebook.

salads and hot vegetables to go.

Happy Hour | Every day 4–5pm
$6 Loft lager or wine, $10 Aperol Spritz, $14 Margarita

This is food made with love, all produce sourced locally.
Eat in or take out.
Margaritas and tacos all night long!
Shop 12A, 3 Clifford St,
Family friendly totally GF menu.
Suffolk Park
Dinner 5–9pm
6685 3059
Wed–Sat
www.chupacabra.com.au
Book via Resy
@chupabyron

Menu and more details
@mainstreet_burgerbar

All your favourites, every lunch and dinner.
Experienced Thai chefs cooking fresh, delicious
Thai food for you.
BYO only.
Welcome for lunch, dinner and takeaway.

Incredible cocktails, locals beers & all-day snacks and
food to share, with ocean views.

76 Booyong Road,
Nashua.
Open 12–4pm Fri–Sun.
Bookings via our website
www.fridasfield.com

Long Lunches
Contemporary country dining from award-winning chef.
Seasonal produce-driven set menus
with multiple dishes shared amongst your booking.
Beautiful eco-farm location, just 10 minutes from Bangalow.
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL.

NEWRYBAR

OPEN 7 NIGHTS FROM 5PM
Happy Hour from 5–6pm
$12 cocktails / $5 beers / $7 wines
Live music every Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Harvest
18-22 Old Pacific Highway
Newrybar NSW 2479
02 6687 2644

Changing the Earth one Brussels sprout at a time.
Book online:
www.nobonesbyronbay.com.au
#BRUSSELSNOTBEEF

www.harvest.com.au
@harvestnewrybar

RESTAURANT
Lunch | Wed–Sun | 12pm–2.30pm
Dinner | Fri & Sat | 5.30pm–8.30pm
DELI
Mon & Tues | 8am–2pm
Wed–Sun | 8am–3pm
COFFEE CART
Mon & Tues | 6.30am–2pm
Wed–Sun | 6.30am–3pm

The Italian Byron Bay

The Italian Byron Bay provides a bustling, atmospheric
21, 108 Jonson St,
restaurant, dishing up contemporary inspired Italian
Byron Bay
cuisine and some of Byron’s finest cocktails and wines.
Open Monday to Saturday
5.30pm to late
OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY. BOOKINGS CAN BE
MADE BY PHONING OR THROUGH OUR WEBSITE.
5633 1216
WALK-INS VERY WELCOME.
www.theitalianbyronbay.com

CATERING

CELEBRATIONS
BY LIZ JACKSON
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Celebrations
Cakes by
Liz Jackson

E: lizzijjackson@gmail.com
P: 0414 895 441
GLUTEN FREE AND SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS AVAILABLE

www.echo.net.au
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Issue# 36.47
May 4–10, 2022
Editor: Eve Jeffery
Editorial/gigs: gigs@echo.net.au
Copy deadline: 5pm each Friday
Advertising: adcopy@echo.net.au
P: 02 6684 1777
W: echo.net.au/entertainment
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IT’S YOUR LUCKY DAY WITH
ASH GRUNWALD
Following his top ten-ranked
collaboration with Josh Teskey, 2020’s
Push The Blues Away, Ash Grunwald
delivers his most personal album yet
with Shout Into The Noise.
Working with Grammy-nominated
songwriter and producer Lachlan
Bostock from Mansionair, Ash has
crafted the finest album of his career.
Ash Grunwald is now one of Australia’s
most successful blues musicians
ever, with six top 50 albums and two
APRA Awards. In addition, he’s been
nominated for five ARIA Awards and four
AIR Awards, and he was named Best
International Act at the LA Music Critic
Awards in 2014. In 2019, Ash published
his first book, Surf by Day, Jam by Night,
which combined his two passions –
music and surfing.
And you’re in luck, because on
Friday 13 May, Ash plays the Mullum
Ex-Services Club at 8pm.

SAM SIMMONS

SAMMYJ

MELANIE BRACEWELL

LAWRENCE MOONEY

CHRIS RYAN

SEAN CHOOLBURRA

DAMIEN POWER

MANDY NOLAN

TIX ON SALE NOW BYRONCOMEDYFEST.COM

JFBYR009_1_270422

www.echo.net.au

lëƷǫǽǩǧǩǩ The Byron Shire Echo 51

E

www.echo.net.au/soap-box

R
M

N
T

T
A

E

E
I

N

N
T

MANDY NOLAN’S

THE MOTHERS WE MISS
For some Mums, Mother’s Day is a reminder of a deep
pain. In the shallow story we tell on Mother’s Day
so many women’s experience is missing. This day of
cuddles and breakfast in bed and slippers and hand
made cards is for some a brutal day of loneliness and
sorrow. We don’t tell these women’s stories because
they contradict the mythology. They don’t match the
‘good selfless mum’ story so we silence them. We really
need to share their stories.
This thought occurred to me when my son told me
about a woman he was working with. He teaches older
people how to use technology. The other day he turned
up at a woman’s house and she told him about her son
who has a heroin addiction. About her estrangement
from her daughter. She started to cry, so he hugged her.
He told me she cried so hard he hugged her for half an
hour. I was proud that my son had the compassion to
know how to sit with her pain, and the insight to know
that kindness in that moment can be transformational.
It’s Mother’s Day on Sunday. For many mums this is
a hard day. So I want to acknowledge the mums who
have suffered. The women who’ve tried so hard to have
a baby but it didn’t happen, either because of fertility,
or timing or circumstance. The women who’ve lost a
child, or miscarried, who have had to bury a baby and
then live with a silent perpetual grief; such stories of
children they can never share.
I want to acknowledge the mums who have survived
domestic violence and those still surviving. Those
mums who live with a dangerous mixture of fear and

hope. Those mums who live with the anguish that their
choices have hurt their kids.
I acknowledge mums who have struggled with their
mental health. Mums who have battled to find their
sense of self in the role of motherhood. Mums who feel
guilty for loving their kids but not loving the role. And
mums who have substance and addiction issues.
I think about the mums in our community who face
homelessness. The mums who drive to their secret
locations in their cars or vans and put their children to
bed. Only to wake at first sunlight to make breakfast
and dress the kids for school. I wonder who celebrates
them and their courage and struggle?
I acknowledge the mothers who are estranged from
their kids. Those who have lost connection. The mums
who live with the regret of trauma-informed decisions
that will haunt them their entire lives.
I think about mums who are in jail. Those who live with
the stigma of being incarcerated.
I think about mothers who struggle to show love and
affection because of what happened to them when
they were kids. I think about difficult mothers. About
grandmothers who have become grandparent carers.
I think about the mums who have arrived as refugees.
Those who struggle to find a safe place for their family.
For the mums who have risked everything to find home
in a country that doesn’t make them welcome.
Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers. This complex
role of nurture is so unappreciated, so deeply

embedded into our sense of worth, so important to
how we conduct our relationships, how we feel about
ourselves.
So here’s to the stories we don’t see. The mothers who
exist in the margins.
I see you. We see you. Happy Mother’s Day.
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Thursdays 1:00pm-2:15pm
Mahanraj's Yoga Studio
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7 Goolara Court, Ocean Shores
Investment
Casual attendance $ 1 8
6 week package $ 9 0

Bring: A water bottle
and your sense of
adventure

        
PRIVATE TUITION FOR ALL AGES
In person at Byron Music School | Online | Mobile I come to you
Contact: Maddy Monacelli
M: 0437 274 354

E: happy.maddy@live.com.au

ɩɩɩخȺǞȁǐɈȌɈǘȲǞɨƵخƧȌǿ
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SING TO THRIVE
A fun weekly community singing circle is starting up
in May in Ocean Shores with Maddy Monacelli. These
weekly mini workshops will teach you how to connect
to your power voice and radically improve your tone,
pitch and colour. So, if you want to sing in freedom,
learn vocal technique, get better at singing harmonies
and feel confident to improvise – then get your
beautiful self to these weekly classes, because they are
designed to help you become a confident, charismatic
and powerful singer.
Now, more than ever, we need to be raising our vibration
and staying positive to boost our immune system and
improve mental health. Singing in a group triggers
the communal release of serotonin and oxytocin,
the bonding, happy hormones, synchronising our
heart beats and connecting us to a strong network of
like-minded people, which is a powerful antidote for
depression and anxiety.
There will be no judgement, no ego and no comparing.
Maddy also offers private tuition for all ages. You can
choose from mobile singing lessons – where she comes
to you – or sing up a storm at the Byron Music School or
online via Zoom.
Weekly Adult Group is held every Thursday, 1–2.15pm
in Ocean Shores. Casual rate is $18 per class.
Visit the website singtothrive.com to find out more.

Win Angus Stone’s
Rose Pink Cadillac!
To celebrate Dope Lemon’s latest release, muchloved local muso Angus Stone has teamed
up with your favourite radio station to make
a special offer to everyone who subscribes to
BayFM (including renewals) by 11 May 2022.
You’ll get:
A free download of Dope Lemon’s latest
album, Rose Pink Cadillac.
An exclusive invitation to BayFM’s Live Broadcast
at Fallen Broken Street on 12 May, 4–6pm, joining
Angus Stone and Danny from the Sandpit.
A chance to win a real rose pink Cadillac –
yep, an actual car, and it’s stunning – as part
of a national promo be drawn later in the year.
Get down to bayfm.org and hit ‘SUBSCRIBE’.

bayfm.org
Listen like a local.

www.echo.net.au

WOLLUMBIN ART AWARD ENTRIES OPEN
The Wollumbin Art Award (WAA), worth $30,000, is the
Tweed Regional Gallery’s new biennial award open to
artists living in the Tweed, Ballina, Byron, Kyogle and
Scenic Rim Shires, as well as Lismore and Gold Coast
City. The Award, named after the mountain the Gallery
overlooks, celebrates the calibre and diversity of artists
of the region. There is no theme and artists may submit
works in any medium.
The Wollumbin Art Award winner will receive a $15,000
prize, which includes a two week residency at the Nancy
Fairfax Artist in Residence Studio at Tweed Regional
Gallery & Margaret Olley Art Centre.
The WAA Bundjalung Award is a $10,000 prize for First
Nations artists and includes an exhibition at Tweed
Regional Gallery & Margaret Olley Art Centre, and this
award is sponsored by the Tweed Regional Gallery
Foundation Ltd. The WAA also offers an Emerging Artist
Award of $5,000.

The 2022 WAA Judge is Alison Kubler – she has over 20
years’ experience working as a curator in museums and
galleries in Australia. She has held full-time curatorial
positions at QUT Art Museum and Gold Coast City
Art Gallery, and in a freelance capacity developed
programs for the Art Gallery of South Australia,
amongst other institutions. Alison is a Member of the
Council of the National Gallery of Australia, and an
Ambassador for the Institute of Modern Art. Alison is
a regular contributor to art journals and magazines
on the subjects of art and fashion. She is currently the
Editor of VAULT.
The WAA Pre-Selection Panel for 2022 includes the
TRG&MOAC Gallery Director and Exhibitions Curator,
and a First Nations representative.
Entries for this award are open now, and close at 5pm
on Sunday 17 July. The exhibition dates are from Friday
30 September to Sunday 20 November 2022.

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WALL
It’s time to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the film
adaptation of Pink Floyd: The Wall, where a confined
but troubled rock star descends into madness in
the midst of his physical and social isolation from
everyone.
Based on Pink Floyd’s 1979 album The Wall, this liveaction/animated psychological horror musical film
was directed by Alan Parker in 1982. Like the album,
the film is highly metaphorical, and is full of symbolic
imagery and sound. The film is mostly driven by music
and features little dialogue from the characters.
Despite its turbulent production and the creators voicing
their discontent about the final product, the film received
generally positive reviews and has an established cult
following.
Earning two British Academy Awards for Best Sound
and Best Original Song, film critic Roger Ebert reviewed
The Wall on the television program At the Movies in 1982,
describing it as ‘a stunning vision of self-destruction’
and ‘one of the most horrifying musicals of all time...
but the movie is effective. The music is strong and true,
the images are like sledge hammers, and for once, the
rock and roll hero isn’t just a spoiled narcissist, but a

real, suffering image of all the despair of this nuclear
age. This is a really good movie.’
Presenting the event are Byron-based entertainment
company, Three Lords, who host local events with
locally-based artists. Their aim is to provide a wide
range of experiences to bring people together and
celebrate popular and iconic culture.
Hano Kotevski from Three Lords, says ‘the film will
forever be culturally relevant, and as the ongoing
effects of recent worldwide events continue to change
us, perhaps a wall or two does need to “come down”.’
This is a stunning piece and you can see it at the
Byron Theatre, Thursday 12 May, 7.30pm.
Tix: www.byrontheatre.com.au
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GUIDE
WEDNESDAY 4

WHO LET THE SNIFFER DOG OUT?
The new single from Sniffer Dog sees
the anarchic masked canine running
amok through his own backyard.
Sniffer Dog hails from the Northern
Rivers area of NSW – West Mullum to
be exact. Having misspent his youth
in various Australian inner city regions
pissing off authorities and rallying
against the relentless dumbing down
of art and culture, Sniffer Dog took
his young litter up to the hinterlands
of the Byron Shire where he has
continued to challenge those who
put profit before community and fear
ahead of tolerance and love.
Previous incarnations of Sniffer Dog
include: Be Kind To Beavers, Fred
Nihilsts, Non Bossy Posse, PuSs, Vibe
Tribe, Organarchy Sound System,
Fatty Acidz, Fatty Vs Mo and Economy
Class Syndrome.
After the successful fundraising track
‘Greta Calling’ which threw some
attention and dollars the way of the
fire-stricken community of Wytaliba
in the North Eastern part of NSW, his
latest track ‘Underground’ continues
to raise awareness and funds for locals
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currently devastated by the Northern
Rivers flood event.
All proceeds from sales of the track
will go towards Sniffer Dog’s local
Kohinur Hall relief fund in an attempt
to get the updates required to help the
venue back on its feet.
Dance floor friendly acid breakz mixed
with an acerbic post punk snarl make
this new release a must for conscious
groove hedz, whilst showcasing a
potpourri of beats and tweeks aimed
at the giddy heights of the peak dance
floor experience.
Every dollar helps so please head over
to Bandcamp and make a donation
and all proceeds from the sales will go
to the Upper Main Arm Kohinur Hall
Flood Appeal.
Please support the rebuild of this
devastated area in a small way by
heading over to Bandcamp and buying
the track.
Much love and thanks – WOOF!
Bandcamp Download: https://
snifferdog.bandcamp.com/track/
underground-2.

Q RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
SIMON MEOLA
Q PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON
BAY, SPANISH FILM
FESTIVAL
Q FOXY LUU’S, BYRON
BAY, 6.15PM REGGAE
AND RAINBOW FEAT.
BOMBACLOCK
Q MIDDLE PUB,
MULLUMBIMBY, 6.30PM
MUSICAL BINGO
Q ELTHAM HOTEL 7PM NOT
QUITE FOLK JAM
Q COOLANGATTA HOTEL 6PM
STEVEN MICHAEL

THURSDAY 5
Q RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
MARSHALL OKELL DUO
Q BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
2.30PM HAYLEY GRACE,
5PM STEPH STRINGS,
7.30PM JEROME WILLIAMS
Q PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON
BAY, SPANISH FILM
FESTIVAL
Q THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY,
7.30PM HOCKEY DAD WITH
THE GROGANS
Q SERENE EARTH SANCTUARY,
MYOCUM, 6PM
BHAKTIATSU KIRTAN WITH
DOCTORS OF DEVOTIONS

FRIDAY 6
Q RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON
BAY, SOUTHWALL
Q BEACH HOTEL, BYRON
BAY, 12.30PM JOSH LEE
HAMILTON, 3PM KANE
MUIR, 5.30PM TIM STOKES,
7.30PM GARY COLLOCOTT
BAND, 8.15PM SODA
SIMULATOR, 9.15PM
DEADSHOWWS
Q PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON
BAY, SPANISH FILM
FESTIVAL
Q THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY,
8PM HOPE D WITH NOAH
DILLON & PLATONIC SEX
Q WANDANA BREWING CO.,
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ
ARUANDA
Q ST JOHN’S SCHOOL HALL,
MULLUMBIMBY, 7.30PM
ECSTATIC DANCE BYRON
BAY WITH DJ ISHWARA
Q MULLUMBIMBY EX-SERVICES
CLUB 8PM CHOIRBOYS
Q MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES
CLUB 6.30PM MARTIN WAY
Q REGENT CINEMA,
MURWILLUMBAH, 8PM JEX
LOPEZ
Q KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS
5PM JASON DELPHIN

Q KINGSCLIFF BEACH HOTEL
7PM KATCHAFIRE + BOBBY
ALU + RAYJAH 45

Q STOKERS SIDING MEMORIAL
HALL 10AM ART FAIR AT
STOKERS SIDING

Q COOLANGATTA HOTEL
5PM CASEY FOGG, 9.30PM
STRICTLY ACOUSTIC

Q ELTHAM HOTEL 3PM SLIM
PICKINS

SATURDAY 7
Q RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
TYLER DURDENS
Q BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
HARVEY SUTHERLAND
Q PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON
BAY, SPANISH FILM
FESTIVAL
Q THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY,
7.30PM CROCODYLUS W/
RADIUM DOLLS & POWER
DRILL
Q COORABELL HALL 7.30PM
30 MINUTES FOR
FREEDOM
Q BANGALOW BOWLO 6.30PM
UPBEAT

Q CHILLINGHAM MARKET
OCTAVIA ROBINSON
Q KINGSCLIFF BEACH HOTEL
3PM LIME CORDIALE
Q TWIN TOWNS, TWEED
HEADS, THE SHOWROOM
2.30PM MIRUSIA
Q LENNOX COMMUNITY
MARKET 9AM BRUNO BAH
& FRIENDS
Q COOLANGATTA HOTEL 1PM
STEVEN MICHAEL, 5PM
THE SMASHED CRABS
Q CHINDERAH TAVERN 2PM
JON J BRADLEY
Q CLUB LENNOX 4PM NATHAN
KAYE

MONDAY 9

Q WANDANA BREWING CO.,
MULLUMBIMBY, 3.30PM
DJ JACOB JON

Q RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
STEPHEN LOVELIGHT

Q LENNOX COMMUNITY
MARKET 4PM NUDGE
NUDGE WINK WINK – DJS –
MONSIEUR DIOP, SHAMUS,
DALE STEPHEN & LORD
SUT

Q PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON
BAY, SPANISH FILM
FESTIVAL

Q CLUB LENNOX 6PM TWO
TEARS IN A BUCKET
Q BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK
6PM TROMBONE KELLY
GANG
Q ELTHAM HOTEL 7PM
BANANAGUN + MYLEE
GRACE
Q MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES
CLUB 6.30PM STAGE 2
Q KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS
5PM JON J BRADLEY
Q TWIN TOWNS, TWEED
HEADS, THE SHOWROOM
8PM OH WHAT A NIGHT
Q COOLANGATTA HOTEL 5PM
BOB FITCHETT, 9.30PM
RAMJET

SUNDAY 8
Q RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
MATTHEW ARMITAGE
Q BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
EPIC, 12.30PM DONNY
SHADES
Q PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON
BAY, SPANISH FILM
FESTIVAL
Q FOXY LUU’S, BYRON BAY,
4PM THE NEW LANGUAGE
Q HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4.30PM
SOFIA ISELLA
Q WANDANA BREWING CO.,
MULLUMBIMBY, 3.30PM
DUDU MARTINS

Q BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
3PM GUY KACHEL

Q FOXY LUU’S, BYRON BAY,
6.30PM SOCIAL LATIN
DANCING INC. FREE
CLASSES WITH SASSY
SALSA CLASS

TUESDAY 10
Q RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
JASON DELPHIN
Q BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
3PM HAYLEY GRACE, 8PM
ANIMAL VENTURA DUO
Q PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON
BAY, SPANISH FILM
FESTIVAL

WEDNESDAY 11
Q RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
JAMIE ASHFORTH
Q BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
3PM JOSH LEE HAMILTON,
5.30PM JESSE WITNEY, 8PM
FELICITY LAWLESS DUO
Q PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON
BAY, SPANISH FILM
FESTIVAL
Q FOXY LUU’S, BYRON
BAY, 6.15PM REGGAE
AND RAINBOW FEAT.
BOMBACLOCK
Q MIDDLE PUB,
MULLUMBIMBY, 6.30PM
MUSICAL BINGO
Q ELTHAM HOTEL 7PM IRISH
FOLK JAM
Q COOLANGATTA HOTEL 6PM
ROB RHODES

www.echo.net.au

CINEMA

MORNING OF THE EARTH

THE NORTHMAN

THE BAD GUYS

Celebrating 50 years of the film that inspired a
generation, Albert Falzon’s 1972 Classic, Morning of the
Earth, has been meticulously remastered in 4K. This
film is internationally renowned as one of the greatest
surf films of all time, consistently in the top five in the
world. Its psychedelic imagery and audio-visual tour de
force captured the spirit of a generation and became an
instant benchmark of avant-garde cinema.
A fantasy of surfers living in three unspoilt lands
and playing in nature’s oceans, Morning of the Earth
tells the story of a group of friends exploring the
measures of all things beautiful: searching for virgin
waves in Bali, Hawaii and Australia, shaping their own
surfboards, building their own homes and living off the
land in harmony with nature. With G. Wayne Thomas’
billboard- topping soundtrack (the first Australian
soundtrack to go gold, that has just been re-released)
and surfing that features some of the world’s best,
Morning of the Earth is a must-watch for any surfer or
cinephile worth their salt.
Morning of the Earth was the first film to capture surfing
in Bali, and its two surfers, Stephen Cooney and Rusty
Miller, became the first to ever surf the now world
famous point break, Uluwatu.
The film stars some of the world’s best surfers,
including champions Nat Young, Terry Fitzgerald,
Michael Peterson, and Gerry Lopez. But the film goes
far beyond personalities.
Special Guests at the event are Albe Falzon (Zoom Q&A),
Stephen Cooney and Rusty Miller. Music from the film will
be performed by Beau Young, with Rusty Miller, Gyan,
Simon Greaves and Tim Gaze accompanying.
Tickets from the Byron Bay Community Centre
website: byroncentre.com.au.

The Northman is an American epic historical fiction film
directed by Robert Eggers, who co-wrote the screenplay
with Sjón. Based on the legend of Amleth, the film stars
Alexander Skarsgård (who also produced), Nicole
Kidman, Claes Bang, Anya Taylor-Joy, Ethan Hawke,
Björk, and Willem Dafoe.
Alexander Skarsgård had wanted to make a Viking film for
several years, and Eggers decided to make the film his third
project after the pair met to discuss possible collaborations.
In AD 895, King Aurvandill War-Raven returns to his
kingdom on the island of Hrafnsey after his overseas
conquests, and is reunited with his wife, Queen
Gudrún, and his son and heir, Prince Amleth. To
prepare Amleth to one day be king, the two participate
in a spiritual ceremony overseen by Aurvandill’s jester,
Heimir. The next morning, masked warriors led by
Aurvandill’s brother, Fjölni, ambush and murder the
king. After seeing his village massacred and his mother
taken away screaming by his uncle, Amleth flees by
boat swearing to avenge his father, save his mother
and kill Fjölnir.
Amleth is found by a band of Vikings and raised among
them as a berserker. Years later, after an attack in the
land of the Rus, Amleth encounters a Seeress in the
temple of Svetovit; the Seeress predicts that Amleth
will soon take revenge on Fjölnir, and that his path is
intertwined with a Maiden-King. Amleth finds out that
Fjölnir was overthrown by Harald of Norway and lives in
exile in Iceland. Posing as a slave, Amleth sneaks aboard
a ship headed to Iceland.
What follows is a story as epic as the names of the
characters in it.
The Northman is screening at Palace Cinemas
this week.

The Bad Guys is a computer-animated crime comedy
film produced by DreamWorks Animation. The film was
directed by Pierre Perifel (in his feature directorial
debut) from a screenplay by Etan Cohen, and is based,
generally, on the children’s book series of the same
name by Aaron Blabey.
The voices behind The Bad Guys are Sam Rockwell as Mr
Wolf, a pickpocket gray wolf, Marc Maron as Mr Snake, a
sarcastic safe-cracking eastern brown snake, Awkwafina
as Ms Tarantula, a sharp-tongued expert hacker, Craig
Robinson as Mr Shark, a childish and sensitive masterof-disguise, Anthony Ramos as Mr Piranha, a Bolivian
red-bellied piranha, Richard Ayoade as Professor Rupert
Marmalade IV, a pompous guinea pig philanthropist,
Barbara Goodson voices an old woman that Mr Wolf
intended to pickpocket, Zazie Beetz as Diane Foxington,
Alex Borstein as Misty Luggins, the hot-tempered human
chief of police, and Lilly Singh as Tiffany Fluffit, a local
human news reporter.
The Bad Guys tells the story of the group of criminal
animals who, after a lifetime of legendary heists, get
caught. To avoid a prison sentence, the animal outlaws
must pull off their most challenging con yet – becoming
model citizens. Under the tutelage of their mentor,
Professor Marmalade, the dubious gang sets out to fool
the world that they’re turning good.
Marmalade invites the Bad Guys to his home, but his
lessons prove a struggle, with them seemingly unable
to adapt to the concept of good behavior. After a
‘heist for good’ to rescue a herd of guinea pigs from
a research lab fails – owing to Mr Wolf’s second-incommand, Mr Snake, eating them – the experiment is
called off and lots of fun ensues.
You can see The Bad Guys at the Ballina Fair Cinemas.

Session Times: Thu 5 May - Wed 11 May

NFT = No Free Tickets

SESSION TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Check online for all live session times
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL
Visit spanishfilmfestival.com
for all Film Festival sessions
SPECIAL SCREENINGS
THIS MUCH I KNOW TO BE
TRUE (M) Selling Fast
Wed: 7:00, 7:30pm
OPERATION MINCEMEAT (M)
Previews Sat/Sun: 3:30pm
SUNDOWN (MA15+)
Movie Club Screening
Tue: 6:30pm
FAMILY FILMS
RABBIT ACADEMY (PG)
Sat/Sun: 11:00am
SONIC THE HEDGEHOG 2 (PG)
Sat/Sun: 11:30am
THE BAD GUYS (PG)
Daily except Sat/Sun: 11:00am
Sat/Sun: 11:00, 12:50pm

ALL FILMS
DOCTOR STRANGE IN THE
MULTIVERSE OF MADNESS
(CTC) NFT Daily: 11:00, 12:00,
2:30, 3:30, 6:30, 7:00, 8:00pm
THE DROVER'S WIFE: THE
LEGEND OF MOLLY JOHNSON
(MA15+) NFT Daily: 11:15,
1:30, 3:45, 6:00pm
AFTER YANG (PG)
Daily: 4:00pm
DOWNTON ABBEY:
A NEW ERA (PG)
Thu/Fri/Mon/Tue: 11:00, 1:00,
3:30, 6:00 Sat/Sun: 11:00,
1:00, 6:00 Wed: 11:00, 1:00, 3:30
EVERYTHING EVERYWHERE
ALL AT ONCE (MA15+) Daily
except Wed: 1:10, 4:30, 8:30
Wed: 1:10, 4:30pm

FANTASTIC BEASTS: THE SECRETS
OF DUMBLEDORE (M) Daily
except Wed: 1:40, 7:15 Wed: 1:40
FAREWELL, MR. HAFFMANN (M)
Thu/Fri/Mon: 12:00, 6:10pm
Sat/Sun: 2:00, 6:10 Tue/Wed: 12:00
THE BATMAN (M)
Daily except Wed: 8:15pm
THE DUKE (M) Daily: 11:00am
THE LOST CITY (M)
Daily except Wed: 3:00, 5:30pm.
Wed: 2:45, 5:00pm
THE NORTHMAN (MA15+)
Daily except Sat, Sun: 11:15AM,
4:20, 7:15 Sat/Sun: 4:20, 7:15
THE UNBEARABLE WEIGHT OF
MASSIVE TALENT (M) Daily
except Sat/Sun: 2:00, 8:30pm
Sat/Sun: 8:30pm

1 08 Jonson St, Byron Bay Book online: palacecinemas.com.au
Mercato Complex 3hrs FREE parking validation for all Palace Cinemas customers

www.echo.net.au

MAY
THE
4TH
BE
WITH
YOU

Admission Prices:
Adults:
Stud/Conc:
Senior:
Child:

$14
$12
$11
$10

Wednesday
All tickets

$10
MAY

BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS
Thursday May 5th to Wednesday May 11th
THU 5TH
10:00 AM
12:20 PM
2:40 PM
5:00 PM
7:20 PM
10:20 AM
12:40 PM
3:00 PM
6:35 PM
3:55 PM

FRI 6TH
SAT 7TH SUN 8TH
10:00 AM 10:00 AM 10:00 AM
DOCTOR STRANGE IN THE
12:20 PM 12:20 PM 12:20 PM
2:40 PM 2:40 PM 2:40 PM
MULTIVERSE OF MADNESS
5:00 PM 5:00 PM 5:00 PM
M 126 MIN
7:20 PM 7:20 PM 7:20 PM
10:20 AM
10:20 AM 10:20 AM
12:40 PM
DOWNTON ABBEY: A NEW ERA
3:00 PM 3:00 PM
3:00 PM
PG 125 MIN
6:35 PM 6:35 PM
6:35 PM
3:55 PM 3:55 PM 3:55 PM
FANTASTIC BEASTS 3 M 142 MIN
12:40 PM 12:40 PM
SONIC THE HEDGEHOG 2 PG 122 MIN
10:10 AM 10:10 AM
THE BAD GUYS
2:05 PM 2:05 PM
PG 100 MIN
10:10 AM 10:10 AM
THE DUKE
2:05 PM 2:05 PM 5:15 PM 5:15 PM
M 96 MIN
5:15 PM 5:15 PM
12:00 PM 12:00 PM 12:00 PM 12:00 PM
THE LOST CITY
7:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM
M 112 MIN

Tel: (02) 6686 9600
ballinafaircinemas.com.au
We accept the Dine and
Discover $25 vouchers

MON 9TH
10:00 AM
12:20 PM
2:40 PM
5:00 PM
7:20 PM
10:20 AM
12:40 PM
3:00 PM
6:35 PM
3:55 PM

TUE 10TH
10:00 AM
12:20 PM
2:40 PM
5:00 PM
7:20 PM
10:20 AM
12:40 PM
3:00 PM
6:35 PM
3:55 PM

WED 11TH
10:00 AM
12:20 PM
2:40 PM
5:00 PM
7:20 PM
10:20 AM
12:40 PM
3:00 PM
6:35 PM
3:55 PM

10:10 AM 10:10 AM 10:10 AM
2:05 PM 2:05 PM 2:05 PM
5:15 PM 5:15 PM 5:15 PM
12:00 PM 12:00 PM 12:00 PM
7:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM
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Byron Beach House with Approved Second Dwelling & Studio
5

5

2

645M 2

Two Self-contained Dwellings in Central Sunrise Location
5

3

3

700M 2

• Situated on an elevated North facing 645m2 block
• Undeniable premium location, with no drive through traffic, at the top of a culde-sac and only a short stroll or bike ride away to the buzzing town centre
• Beautiful Byron cottage home PLUS fully approved secondary dwelling PLUS
studio
• This property underwent a complete landscape revamp and is surrounded by
tropical plants and pathways

• Fantastic convenient and easy-care investment opportunity

5 Mott Street, Byron Bay

39 Julian Rocks Drive, Byron Bay

• 2 self-contained dwellings in the heart of Byron Bay’s Sunrise district
• Main residence ideal for entertaining with open plan living, well-appointed
kitchen, undercover alfresco areas, pool and low-maintenance gardens
• Perfect for potential income and growing families
• Easy walk to Sunrise or Belongil Beach, shops or bike to Byron’s town centre

Auction: Saturday 28th May at 10.30am Onsite
Price: Contact Agent

Auction Guide: $2.3m – $2.5m

Open: Saturday 7th May 1–1.30Pm

Tara Torkkola
0423 519 698

Jasmin McClymont
0434 029 668

Elevated Family Home in Desirable Suffolk Park Location
4

2

1

1069M 2

looking for peace and tranquillity
• The East verandas feature a fire-pit and jacuzzi – perfect for entertainers to revel
in gathering with friends and family
• All four generous size bedrooms feature built-in wardrobes, ceiling fans and
access to the outdoor entertaining areas

Price Guide: $1.975m – $2.17m

35 FLETCHER ST, BYRON BAY NSW 2481
PH: O2 6685 8466
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Paul Banister
0438 856 552

2

2

727M 2

• Superbly positioned, outstanding beachfront location bordering the gorgeous
Arakwal National Park with direct access to Tallow Beach
• Set on a private, level 727sqm block the large backyard is secure and fully fenced
• Large sliding doors open out to the expansive covered outdoor entertaining
areas on both sides of the home. These spaces create seamless indoor –
outdoor living
• The home boasts 4 generous bedrooms, each complete with ceiling fans
3 Ocean Street, Byron Bay

19 Redgum Place, Suffolk Park

Saturday 7th May 12.30–1.00pm

Oliver Aldridge
0421 171 499

Beachfront Location with Spacious, Solid Home
4

• Set on an elevated East facing block, this fantastic home is perfect for those

Open: Friday 6th May 1–1.30pm

Open: Friday 6th May 3–3.30pm
Saturday 7th May 11–11.30am

Price: Contact Agent
Oliver Aldridge
0421 171 499

Brock Eastlake
0421 076 813

Open: Saturday 7th May 11–11.30am

Su Reynolds
02 6685 8466

Luke Elwin
0421 375 635

SALES@BYRONBAYFN.COM
WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

www.echo.net.au

Easy Living Tropical Oasis in Ewingsdale
3

2

1

Immaculate Family Home with Stunning Luxury Finishes

3466M 2

4

2

5

765M 2

• Great home in family friendly and popular Ewingsdale set on just under 1 acre
• Plenty of room for families and pets and to grow your own veggies in the
large north facing yard
• Beautiful Crema Travertine floors throughout and a sleek modern kitchen
• Bi-fold windows from the kitchen open to create an outdoor bar area, which
then leads to the covered outdoor living and dining space
• 6km to the centre of Byron Bay

• Recently undertaking an extensive renovation with a Scandinavian influence
this home offers a relaxed coastal lifestyle, moments to local cafes and local
beaches
• Greeted by wide Blackbutt timber floors with soft matt finish, custom timber
joinery throughout and seamless flow to the wide wraparound verandahs
• Crisp white interiors capture the natural light flooding from all directions
accentuated by the Velux skylights

60 Parkway Drive, Ewingsdale

33 Coomburra Crescent, Ocean Shores

Price Guide: $2.5m

Price Guide: $1.395m – $1.530m
Su Reynolds
02 6685 8466

Open: Saturday 7th May 1–1.30pm

Luke Elwin
0421 375 635

Charming Family home in Booming “Sunrise Beach” Byron Bay
3

1

1

450M 2

Open: Saturday 7th May 1–1.30pm

Olivia Coates
0408 966 098

Tara Torkkola
0423 519 698

Sought-after Suffolk Park Home
4

3

1

600M 2

• Recently renovated family home just 3 minutes drive to the beach
• Open plan kitchen and dining area leading onto a covered veranda
• Multiple outdoor entertaining areas and easy to maintain north facing yard
• Well-appointed kitchen with modern appliances, breakfast bar and storage
• Single lock-up garage features loft-style storage – space for surfboards and bikes
• Walk to local shopping centre and restaurants
• 5-minute drive to centre of Byron township

• Set in the desirable suburb of Suffolk Park this home with a flexible layout is
the perfect home or investment – 950m to Suffolk Park Tavern, bakery, shops.
• The main house centres around the open living area and kitchen which opens
to the covered patio and yard with mature garden
• Free standing studio bedroom with ensuite, perfect for a home office,
teenage retreat or for guests
• The bedrooms are all generous, the main with walk in robe and ensuite

4 Palm Place, Byron Bay

8 Heritage Court, Suffolk Park

Price: Contact Agent

Price Guide: $1.65m to $1.8m

Open: Saturday 7th May 12–12.30pm
35 FLETCHER ST, BYRON BAY NSW 2481
PH: O2 6685 8466

www.echo.net.au

Su Reynolds
02 6685 8466

Luke Elwin
0421 375 635

Open: By Appointment

Su Reynolds
02 6685 8466

Luke Elwin
0421 375 635

SALES@BYRONBAYFN.COM
WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU
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Ocean Shores, Brunswick Heads  Murwillumbah

5

3

View

Scan QR Code

Sale

Contact Agent

2

Adrian Howe
0477 222 457
adrian.howe@oceanshores.rh.com.au

1/25 Strand Avenue, New Brighton
Striking Dream Beach House with Ocean Views
Situated directly opposite the beach with stunning ocean
views, this outstanding, brand new coastal retreat oﬀers
you all the tranquillity and privacy of the ultimate
beach house, plus an idyllic lifestyle in an undeniably
irreplaceable location. Property set within a landscape of
commerce and living.
•

Two levels of spacious, thoughtfully designed living
and entertaining spaces with wide stacker/bi-fold
doors cascading back for eﬀortless indoor/outdoor
living.

•

Two expansive entertaining decks for your enjoyment - downstairs with access to pool and large
yard and upstairs with those gorgeous ocean views.

•

Chef’s kitchen upstairs with quality European appliances and walk-in pantry.

•

Expansive, turfed and fenced yard, ideal for children
or pets to play safely.

02 6680 5000
Your health is our priority, so we are complying with the NSW Government’s Covid Safety Plan which is adjusted accordingly as updates arise.

Maclean 6645 2222

Mr Property Services
Tweed Broadwater Village - Tweed Heads South

2

Feature Filled Home in Prime Position

4

2

1

2

Palm Lake Resort - Banora Point

22

11

11+1

Call Kelvin 0423 028 468 $ 419,000

Call Kelvin 0423 028 468 $468,000

Banksia Waters - Tweed Heads West

Colonial Tweed Park - Tweed Heads South

2

5 Palm Terrace, Yamba
This timeless designed home in Yamba, on a rare
level 1081m2 allotment, follows the fundamental
principles of the evolving modern home.
• Private patio entry to spacious foyer.
ϥ˂˙Ё˖˘˜ˠˠ˘˗˜˔˧˘˧ˢ˘ˡ˧˥˔ˡ˖˘˔˟˟ˢ˪˜ˡ˚
business without interruption.
ϥˇ˜˟˘˗˧˥˔˙Ё˖˔˥˘˔˦ʟˣ˟˨˦˛˖˔˥ˣ˘˧˧ˢ˕˘˗˥ˢˢˠ˦
˔ˡ˗˧˜ˠ˕˘˥Ђˢˢ˥˜ˡ˚˜ˡ˧˛˘˦˨ˡ˞˘ˡ˟ˢ˨ˡ˚˘ʡ
• Vaulted ceiling and strategically positioned
˛˜˚˛˦˘˧˪˜ˡ˗ˢ˪˦˔ˡ˗˦˞ˬ˟˜˚˛˧˦ʡ
• Visually appealing garden courtyard that
merges into the house

58 The Byron Shire Echo lëƷǫǽǩǧǩǩ

Sale
Contact Agent
View
By Appointment
Agent
Ken Giese 0429 664 312
Angus Suttor 0436 006 717

LJ Hooker Maclean 6645 2222
229 River Street

2

1

2

Call Kelvin 0423 028 468 $389,000

2

1

1

Call Kelvin 0423 028 468 $245,000

View over 50 homes at www.mrpropertyservices.com.au
Email: kprice@mrpropertyservices.com.au
139 Minjungbal Drive, Tweed Heads South
Phone: 07 5523 3431 Mobile: 0423 028 468
www.echo.net.au

Ocean Shores, Brunswick Heads  Murwillumbah

4

3

View

Scan QR Code

Sale

$2.6M - $2.86M

7

148 Broken Head Road, Suﬀolk Park
Exceptional Beachside Home/Business
Premises
Check out this incredible opportunity
to purchase and reap all the incomeproducing beneﬁts of an amazing
beachside holding set in the much soughtafter, welcoming coastal community of
Suﬀolk Park.

Adrian Hoferek
0477 112 640

•

Rare, level 1284 square metre lot with
unlimited development potential
(STCA).

•

Detached 90 sq.m. workshop with
oﬃce, bathroom, storeroom and separate driveway private access.

adrian.hoferek@oceanshores.rh.com.au

4

3

View

Scan QR Code

Sale

Just Listed

2

14 James Street, Girards Hill
A Girard Historic Home
Thought to be part of the original Girard
family estate, this majestic home is
outstanding. Full of style and charm and
welcoming too.
•

The builders of this home were spoiled
for choice with local timbers teak,
black bu, rosewood and cedar used.

•

Painstaking eﬀort has been put in to
restoring original features and details
such as French doors, high ceilings
with spectacular pressed tin and
dado-paneled walls.

Bre McDonald
0400 351 311
bre.mcdonald@oceanshores.rh.com

Agency declares interest

4

2

View

Scan QR Code

Sale

Auction

2

Craig Griﬃn
0476 911 127
craig.griﬃn@oceanshores.rh.com.au

119 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby
MASSIVE MULLUMBIMBY
OPPORTUNITY
Set on a prominent corner allotment, just
metres from the heart of Mullumbimby’s
CBD, this classic Queenslander home with
commercial zoning presents a golden
opportunity to purchase and reap the
beneﬁts.
•

Council-approved, modern selfcontained unit with private access.

•

Three-bedroom main house features
high ceilings, wide verandas and
hardwood ﬂoors.

4

2

View

Scan QR Code

Sale

Contact Agent

2

60 Yamble Drive, Ocean Shores
Charming Family Home on 1038 sqm
Block
Set on a large block of land amongst
leafy surrounds, this established,
characterful family home oﬀers a relaxed
family lifestyle in the popular coastal
town of Ocean Shores.
•

Elizabeth Hickey
0409 812 229
elizabeth.hickey@murwillumbah.rh.com.au

•
•
•

Light-ﬁlled open plan living and
dining areas with loft reading area/
storage.
Wraparound verandas on both levels.
Easy care timber ﬂooring throughout.
Storage / kid’s play area downstairs
with adjoining wet area.

02 6680 5000
Your health is our priority, so we are complying with the NSW Government’s Covid Safety Plan which is adjusted accordingly as updates arise.

www.echo.net.au
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Rural
35 Years of Quality Products
‘Premier Meats’,7HQWHUĆHOG16:
• Offers expansion for an existing business & opportunity
IRUDQHZEXWFKHUORRNLQJIRUDOLIHVW\OHFKDQJH
ï \HDUVRISURYLGLQJFRQVLVWHQWTXDOLW\SURGXFWV
ï ,QFUHDVHGSURĆWV WXUQRYHU
ï +LJK6WUHHW6PRNHKRXVHæDZDUGZLQQLQJEDFRQ 
VPDOOJRRGV3URYHQSURĆWV UHWXUQRQLQYHVWPHQW
ï )LJXUHVDYDLODEOHRQUHTXHVW

Contact Agent
Libby Sharpe
0429 362 080
Ray White Rural
$;m|;uC;Ѵ7

u-_b|;|;m|;uC;Ѵ7ĺ1olĺ-

DSSUR[

coastal & hinterland sales

BALLINA

M O D E R N H O M E I N P R E M I U M E S TAT E

6 Kestrel Street
$1.35 million - $1.485 million
Inspect: By Appointment

+ Spacious single level family home with fully enclosed yard - perfect for growing or multi-generational families
+ Large open living spaces, plus a dream kitchen with a six-burner gas stove, dishwasher & a walk-in pantry
+ Generous master suite offers air-con, walk-in robe & ensuite, plus a guest bedroom with ensuite & built-ins
+ Convenient location with Aldi, Ballina Fair/Cinemas & the airport close by. Within minutes to multiple beaches

3

2

685.1 m

2

Christopher Plim 0467 000 222

“

Great Professional Advice

“

6

I can highly recommend Chris, he is an outstanding real estate agent.
Chris was considerate, supportive and very easy to talk to during the
stressful time of selling my home.
Daphne, Vendor

Jemma
McInerney

Zoe
O’Reilly

Gail
Beohm

0459 066 087
60 The Byron Shire Echo lëƷǫǽǩǧǩǩ

Rachael
Jenkins

Katrina
Beohm

Christopher
Plim

Hayley
Beohm

Emily
Hughes

B A L L I N A | B Y R O N B AY | L I S M O R E

kbrealestate.com.au
www.echo.net.au

The Ultimate Location
7 Mona Lane, Brunswick Heads

•
•

3 Bed I 1 Bath I 2 Toilet I 2 Car

Exceptional waterfront location overlooking

•

Large family home, renovate, redesign or rebuild.

Memorial Park

•

Flood free from recent events.

Never to be built out and walk to village, beach

•

Location, location, location!

and river

•

In the family for over 32 years!

Inspect by
appointment.
vickicooper@atrealty.com.au
www.vickicooper.com

www.echo.net.au

0418 231 955
Expression of interest by close of business
May 18th 2022
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Brunswick Heads

Brunswick Heads
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15 Byron Street, Brunswick Heads

DECEASED ESTATE
LOOKING FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST!
Get in & Get in quick
Corner location with two street frontages, double brick
house, huge 6 bay garage with its own shower and
toilet, ideal granny flat conversion, the house is rock
solid.
Sellers are from the west and are inviting offers

3

3

Auction
Inspect
Contact

6

11am 7th of May
To inspect call Peter
Peter Browning
0411 801 795

ljhooker.com.au | 6685 0177
@ljhookerbrunswickheads

Residential | Commercial | Rural | Finance

7+ Acres plus panoramic views
21 Fig Tree Lane, Myocum
6

2

2
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4

GOING TO AUCTION THUR 28/05/22
Current dual rental income plus DA approved for 3rd dwelling.
Don’t miss out on the rare and unique opportunity. This property is a
compelling reason why you should buy in South Golden Beach today!
The large 1,111m2 beachside property with 2x2 bedroom homes and
DA approval for further development.
Quiet, end of the road, waterfront position and 500m from the pristine
beach.
Highly sought after South Golden beach, offers a peaceful, relaxed,
seaside lifestyle with a friendly community.
• Spacious living areas and bedrooms, north facing outdoor living,
huge level garden
• Only minutes to the beach, 5min to Brunswick Heads, 15min to
Byron Bay.

2

2

• Shops, schools, cafes, local farmers markets,
sporting fields, Community hall and
playground are nearby
Auction
Inspect

28th of May
4th May - 10–10.30am &
2–2.30pm
11th May - 10–10.30am &
2–2.30pm
Contact Steven Dale
0412 855 203

ljhooker.com.au | 6685 0177

@ljhookerbrunswickheads

Peaceful Tropical Oasis

3 Ewandale Close, Clunes
Sale Price: $2.3m – $2.4m
$4.9million
5
2
5

7+ acres with panoramic
views from the
mountains to Cape
Byron. This beautiful
private estate situated
on Fig Tree Lane with
rolling paddocks,
overlooks the hinterland
and out to the blue ocean
of Byron Bay.
The property has a large two storey family home with pool and
also features a separate studio and bails. The home is spacious
and open plan catching the ocean and hinterland breezes and
views from every direction.
The house is perfect for entertaining with indoors that flow on
to the landscaped gardens and pool areas or upstairs with large
open decks capturing the beautiful sunsets. The paddocks have
been mowed to form a small golf driving hole.
Located minutes to Byron beaches, Bangalow, Brunswick Heads
and Mullumbimby.
Open:
Open by appointment
Contact: Ian Daniels - 0457 341 111
Susan Whyte - 0478 010 735
McGrath Byron Bay 6639 1200

58 Helen Street, South Golden Beach

Resort Style Luxury
Living at Historic Clunes
Village. Enter the privacy
gates to a world far from
the maddening crowd
and discover the tranquil
lifestyle that awaits you.
It’s a house for coming
together with friends,
and family. The mood is
cool simplicity, contemporary, yet surprisingly cosy. Enjoy cocktails
and BBQ’s on the private decking, complete with picturesque views
of the garden. Inside, glass doors and big windows frame the sublime
views and flood the house with light. Featuring open-plan living areas
with reverse cycle heating and air conditioning throughout plus a
wood-burning stove, modern spaces, and polished wooden floors.
The extra-large master suite offers a perfect parents retreat with its
own private deck, walk-in robe and en-suite, plus direct access to
the pool. Explore the area- Clunes General Store is only a short 2
minute stroll, with its great café. Only 15 mins to beautiful Bangalow
and Lismore. Easy drive to Byron Bay and Ballina Airport only a 30
minutes drive. Enjoy everything that Byron Shire has to offer.
Open:
Contact agent for inspection
Contact: Greg Price 0412 871 500
Ray White Rural Bangalow

Residential | Commercial | Rural | Finance

Did you know?
Not only does
# Н#* have
fantastic circulation
and distribution
Ɯ#1.!/ŀ%0(/+$/
0$!)+/000.0%2!ŀ
%*0!.!/0%*#* 
talented readers.
!((%*#%0(%'!3!
0$%*'%0%//%*!9A@>Ł

www.echo.net.au
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CLUNES
49 Main Street
CHARMING HOME IN HINTERLAND

Private weatherboard cottage in hinterland
village of Clunes
Nestled in luscious tropical gardens that
create a private haven
Thoughtfully renovated and carefree singlelevel floor plan
1,150sqm, potential for pool, granny flat or
second storey (STCA)

411
View As advertised or by
appointment
For Sale
Guide $1,350,000 - $1,450,000

BYRON BAY
23 Shelley Drive
ULTIMATE BYRON OASIS WITH GREAT
INCOME POTENTIAL

SOLD $3,500,000

The total Byron Bay package making for an
excellent investment
Premium central location set on a whisperquiet corner block
Main living area with high ceilings, exposed
beams, and glass bi-fold doors
Separate one-bedroom studio

Braden Walters 0411 637 373
Adam Jones 0438 928 083

Elizabeth James 0434 177 078
Braden Walters 0411 637 373

1263651

1263651

belleproperty.com/211P0790

belleproperty.com/211P0720

www.echo.net.au

4321

lëƷǫǽǩǧǩǩ The Byron Shire Echo 63

Business Directory

North Coast news online

AGENTS
NU
Firs MBER
Sale t Natio 2
nal
spe
Aus rson i
n
tral
202 ia
1

Gary Brazenor
Negotiating strong
results for my sellers
for over 20 years

0423 777 237
gary@byronshirerealestate.com.au

We felt fully supported through out the whole process. Tara
and her excellent team went the extra mile, helping & guiding
us right from the start and continued right through settlement.
Tara is a joy to work with yielding formidable results.

REAL SERVICE
REAL SOLUTIONS
REAL ESTATE

TARA TORKKOLA
SALES | SALES MANAGER
0423 519 698 | tara@byronbayfn.com
@taratorkkolafirstnational

EXPERIENCE | CARE | RESULTS

@taratorkkola_realestate

Contact Tara to discuss your property or career at First National Byron
WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

PAUL PRIOR

SALES

0418 324 297
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

CALL REZ TODAY

0405 350 682

Professional and results driven with
extensive knowledge. Servicing the
Byron Shire and beyond.

rez@byronproperty.com.au

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au
millerrealestate.com.au
@timmiller_realestate

Call Paul for an appointment today.
WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

Open For Inspection
Byron & Beyond Real Estate

LJ Hooker Brunswick Heads

• 6178 Tweed Valley Way, Burringbar. Sat 10–10.30am
• 21 Philip St, South Golden Beach. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 58 Helen Street, South Golden Beach. Wed

Elders Real Estate Brunswick Valley

•
•
•

• 70 Helen Street, South Golden Beach. Sat
•

10–10.30am
7/11 Booyun Street, Brunswick Heads. Sat 11–11.30am

First National Byron Bay

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

13 Stonehenge Place, Lennox Head. Wed 12–12.30pm
36 Stanley Street, Maclean. Fri 11–11.30am
6A Sunart Lane, Maclean. Fri 12–12.30pm
19 Redgum Place, Suffolk Park. Fri 1–1.30pm
39 Julian Rocks Drive, Byron Bay. Fri 3–3.30pm
13/1–3 Sunrise Boulevard, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am
24 Hillcrest Drive, Tintenbar. Sat 10–10.30am
1576 Hinterland Way, Bangalow. Sat 10.30–11am
3 Ocean Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am
39 Julian Rocks Drive, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am
36 Stanley Street, Maclean. Sat 11–11.30am
27 Tristania Street, Bangalow. Sat 11–11.30am
10 Ballina Road, Bangalow. Sat 11.30am–12pm
5 Mott Street, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm
4 Palm Place, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm
6A Sunart Lane, Maclean. Sat 12–12.30pm
13 Stonehenge Place, Lennox Head. Sat 12–12.30pm
1/49 Belongil Crescent, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm
19 Redgum Place, Suffolk Park. Sat 12.30–1pm
60 Parkway Drive, Ewingsdale. Sat 1–1.30pm
33 Coomburra Crescent, Ocean Shores. Sat 1–1.30pm

Harcourts Northern Rivers

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3/33 McKinnon Street, East Ballina. Sat 9–9.30am
2/188 Winton Lane, Ballina. Sat 10–10.30am
22 Isabella Drive, Skennars Head. Sat 10–10.30am
37 Catherine Crescent, Ballina. Sat 11–11.30am
22 Garden Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 11–11.30am
76 Balemo Drive, Ocean Shores. Sat 11.45am–12.15pm
17 Fitzroy Street, Wardell. Sat 12–12.30pm
8/2 Rajah Road, Ocean Shores. Sat 12.30–1pm
2 Higgins Place, Cumbalum. Sat 12–12.30pm
14 Bath Street, Wardell. Sat 1–1.30pm
82 Riverside Drive, Tumbulgum. Sat 2–2.30pm
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•
•

10–10.30am & 2–2.30pm
14 Terrara Court, Ocean Shores. Thu 12–12.30pm
14 Terrara Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 12–12.30pm
37 Mullumbimbi Street, Brunswick Heads. Sat
1–1.30pm
15 Palmer Avenue, Ocean Shores. Sat 12–12.30pm
40 Kolora Way, Ocean Shores. Sat 1–1.30pm

McGrath Byron Bay

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

8 Blackbutt Place, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm
53 Ruskin Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am
12 Scenic Vista, Ewingsdale. Sat 10–10.30am
1/6 Firewheel Place, Suffolk Park. Thu 2–2.30pm
5/19 Megan Crescent, Lennox Head. Sat 10.30–11am
8/3 Pecan Court, Suffolk Park. Wed 1–1.30pm
8/3 Pecan Court, Suffolk Park. Sat 8.30–9am

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

45 Paterson Street, Byron Bay. Sat 1–1.30pm
3/146 Old Bangalow Road, Byron Bay. Fri 12–12.30pm
3/146 Old Bangalow Road, Byron Bay. Sat 4–4.30pm
1 Tyagarah Street, Mullumbimby. Wed 3.30–4pm
1 Tyagarah Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 12–12.30pm
4/27 Coolamon Scenic Drive, Mullumbimby. Sat
2–2.30pm
6 Hibiscus Place, Mullumbimby. Sat 11–11.30am
3/77C Bangalow Road, Byron Bay. 12–12.30pm
46/12 Hazelwood Close, Suffolk Park. Sat 9.30–10am

Raine & Horne Ocean Shores

•
•
•
•
•
•

20 Narooma Drive, Ocean Shores. Thu 12.30–1pm
119 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby. Thu 4–4.30pm
77A Balemo Drive, Ocean Shores. 9–9.30am
39 Yalla KoolDrive, Ocean Shores. Sat 9.30–10am
59 Riverview Street, Murwillumbah. Sat 9.30–10am
41 Booyong Place, Nobbys Creek. Sat 10–11am

• 148 Broken Head Road, Suffolk Park. Sat
10.30–11.30am

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

30 Somerville Circuit, Murwillumbah. Sat 10.30–11am
27 Rangal Road, Ocean Shores. Sat 10.30–11am
20 Narooma Drive, Ocean Shores. Sat 10.30–11am
119 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 10.30–11.30am
27 Manuka Drive, Banora Point. Sat 11–11.30am
5 Martin Street, Murwillumbah. Sat 11.30am–12pm
1/25 Strand Avenue, New Brighton. Sat
11.30am–12pm

• 9 Inderwong Avenue, Ocean Shores. Sat 12–1pm
• 125/685–707 Casuarina Way, Casuarina. Sat
12.30–1pm

• 60 Yamble Drive, Ocean Shores. Sat 1–1.30pm
• 2/36 Buckingham Drive, Pottsville. Sat 1.30–2pm
Real Estate of Distinction Byron Bay

• 35–37 Edwards Lane, Kynnumboon. Sat 10–10.45am
• 199–201 Middle Pocket Rd, Middle Pocket. Sat
12.30pm–1.15pm

New Listings
First National Byron Bay

• 6A Sunart Lane, Maclean
• 1/49 Belongil Crescent, Byron Bay
• 13 Stonehenge Place, Lennox Head
Raine & Horne Ocean Shores

• 2/10 Whitton Court, Ocean Shores
• 6153 Tweed Valley Way, Burringbar

Auctions
First National Byron Bay

• 39 Julian Rocks Drive, Byron Bay. Saturday 28 May,
10.30am onsite

LJ Hooker Brunswick Heads

• 15 Byron Street, Brunswick Heads. Sat 11am
www.echo.net.au

Property Business Directory
AGENTS

CONVEYANCING

Alyce Field

FINANCE

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE

Your experienced local agent

You need an alternative legal specialist

P: 0417 439 230
E: alyce@byronpropertyhub.com.au

NP CONVEYANCING
We are here to help AND we’ll save you money

6ɈLYPUNPUKP]PK\HSWLYZVUHSPZLK
WYVMLZZPVUHS:HSLZ 7YVWLY[`
4HUHNLTLU[:LY]PJLZ^P[OH
MYLZOTVKLYUHWWYVHJO

NPC

PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE
2/75 Jonson Street Byron Bay 2481
Fax: (02) 6685 7221 Lic No 1041865

Brunswick Valley

Integrity, Knowledge, Results
Call today to discuss your Real Estate needs.

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Dave Bosselmann
0431 100 097

Nadia Bandini
0422 233 176

Property
Management

Nathan Donnelly
0421 942 630

Melissa Phillips
02 6685 0177
rentals@ljhbrunswickheads.com

Shop 1/12 Park Street, Brunswick Heads,
NSW 2483. 02 6685 1206

Save yourself thousands, call the
expert property management team.

brunswickheads.eldersrealestate.com.au

Investment Management Team
LJ Hooker Brunswick Headsª

ljhooker.com.au
byronbaypropertylawyer.com
02 6680 7370
Byron Bay Property Lawyer (Vickers Lawyers) has relocated to 42 Bilin Road,
Myocum. Same phone number and same friendly professional service
but we only handle property related matters.
• We are experienced, approachable and friendly lawyers.
• Advice on buying and selling real estate.
• Residential/Strata conveyancing.
• Contract review/advice and strata reports.
• Registered for PEXA (electronic lodgement).
• Business sales and commercial leases.
PHILIP VICKERS

PROPERTY STYLING
 
  
      
     
  
  

  
    !

B RYC E & R AC H E L C A M E RO N • 0412 057 672

Property transactions with us are easy.
We offer you a competitive price for both New South Wales and Queensland
conveyancing, making us a great
first choice when you are looking
to buy or sell in either state.
We use an innovative approach to
communicating with our clients,
often without the need to visit
our office.

Call us on 6687 1167 for more info or enquiry@castrikumlegal.com.au

Over 35 years real estate
experience, 12 years specialising
in the Byron Hinterland.

For a premium result contact:
Duncan Lorimer
0400 844 412
duncan@lorimerestateagents.com.au

Point Danger.
Photo by Cristina

www.echo.net.au
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Service Directory
SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE

North Coast news online

ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS

DEADLINE: For additions and changes to the Service Directory is 12pm Friday.
ACCOUNTANT Paul Mayberry..............................................................................................66847415
LINE ADS: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid.
For line Service Directory ads email classifieds@echo.net.au.
ACCOUNTING * BAS * TAXATION saltwateraccountancy.com.au ................................... 66874746
DISPLAY ADS: $68 per week for colour display ad. Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid.
Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 28mm high. New display ads will be placed at end of section.
For display Service Directory ads email adcopy@echo.net.au.
The Echo Service Directory is online in Echonetdaily – www.echo.net.au/service-directory ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis.............................................0490 022183

BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS
LOCAL

SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM

SUNSCREENS

ACUPUNCTURE

INDEX
Accountants & Bookkeepers.............................. 66
Acupuncture ....................................................... 66
Air Conditioning & Refrigeration ...................... 66
Antennas & Installation ..................................... 66
Antiques / Restoration ....................................... 66
Architects ............................................................ 66
Automotive ......................................................... 66
Blinds, Awnings, Curtains, Shutters .................. 66
Bricklaying .......................................................... 66
Building Trades ................................................... 66
Bush Regen & Weed Control .............................. 66
Carpet Cleaning .................................................. 66
Chiropractic......................................................... 67
Cleaning .............................................................. 67
Computer Services ............................................. 67
Concreting & Paving ........................................... 67
Decks, Patios & Extensions ................................ 67
Dentists ............................................................... 67
Design & Drafting ............................................... 67
Driveway Maintenance ...................................... 67
Earthmoving & Excavation ................................ 67
Electricians .......................................................... 67
Fencing ................................................................ 67
Floor Sanding & Polishing ................................. 67
Funeral Services.................................................. 67
Garden & Property Maintenance ...................... 67
Gas Suppliers ...................................................... 67
Graphic Design ................................................... 67
Guttering ............................................................. 67
Handypersons ..................................................... 67
Health .................................................................. 67
Hire ...................................................................... 67
Insurance ............................................................. 68
Landscape Supplies............................................ 68
Landscaping ....................................................... 68
Locksmith ............................................................ 68
Painting ............................................................... 68
Pest Control ......................................................... 68
Photography ....................................................... 68
Physiotherapy ..................................................... 68
Picture Framing .................................................. 68
Plastering ............................................................ 68
Plumbers ............................................................. 68
Removalists ......................................................... 68
Roofing ................................................................ 68
Roofing Maintenance ......................................... 68
Rubbish Removal ................................................ 68
Self Storage ......................................................... 68
Septic Systems .................................................... 68
Snake Catchers.................................................... 68
Solar Installation ................................................ 68
Television Services ............................................. 68
Tiling .................................................................... 69
Transport ............................................................. 69
Tree Services ....................................................... 69
Upholstery .......................................................... 69
Valuers ................................................................. 69
Veterinary Surgeons .......................................... 69
Water Filters ........................................................ 69
Welding ............................................................... 69
Window Cleaning ............................................... 69
Window Tinting................................................... 69
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MARLENE FARRY Acupuncture and Chinese herbal medicine marlenefarry.com .........0416 599507

66
680
0 88
862

ACUPUNCTURE at EASTERN MEDICAL ACUPUNCTURE. Ph Dr Derek Doran .............0414 478787

FREE
E MEASURE
E QUOTE
E

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION

˘˗ ˘˞˛ ˌ˘˖˙˕ˎ˝ˎ ˛ˊ˗ːˎ ˘ˏ
˒˗˝ˎ˛˒˘˛ ϻ ˎˡ˝ˎ˛˒˘˛
ˠ˒˗ˍ˘ˠ ˝˛ˎˊ˝˖ˎ˗˝˜

CURTAINS

PLANTATION SHUTTERS

AWNINGS

SPECIALISTS IN HOM E AUTOM ATION

ZZZEOLQGGHVLJQE\URQED\FRPDX

ROLL BLINDS

NORTH BYRON BLINDS For all your window furnishings................................................ 0404 421518

BRICKLAYING
BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors. Lic 291958C. Phone Mark ........................................0409 444268

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION

PLEASE CALL 6680 9394
artisanair.com.au

BRICK & BLOCK LAYING 15 years exp. Reliable & competitive. Call for a quote ...........0423 151092

BUILDING TRADES
• DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

AU 37088 Lic 246545C

Mullumbimby
Refrigeration &
Airconditioning
Services

• RELIABLE TRADESMAN
• DECKS & PERGOLAS
• TIMBER SCREENS & DOORS
• GARAGE CONVERSIONS

– Sales – Installation – Repairs
– All Commercial Refrigeration
– Residential & Commercial
Airconditioning
– Coolroom Design & Construction
– Freezer Rooms

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby

LICENCE NUMBER 344531C
SERVICING THE BYRON SHIRE

CALL BRETT 0414 542 019

6684 2783

Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 23 years experience. Lic 178464C AU30147 ..............0412 641753
CLIMATE CONTROL AUSTRALIA Lic 362019C AU 27106... JARREAU.............................0421 485217

ANTENNAS & INSTALLATION
Lic: 317362C

0439 624 945

AH

02 66 804 173
Friendly
Reliable
Prompt
Local

Digital TV
ALL Antenna
Installations & Repairs
ALL Electrical Work

JP DIGITAL ANTENNAS Reception problems, new antennas, extra TV points, all areas .....0432 289705

ANTIQUES/RESTORATION

0417 654 888

Quality workmanship, and
reliable and personalised service.

www.stoneysbuildingcreations.com

ALL CARPENTRY WORK
FULLY INSURED

FURNITURE RESTORATION Old/antique. 40+ yrs exp. erwinfurniturerestoration.com 0412 528454
NSW Lic. 83568c
Qld BSA 1238105

ARCHITECTS

Licensed builder,
specialising in
Bathroom renovations.

• Floor installations
• Door & Window
installations
• Decks & Pergolas
0488 950 638
matt.rowan.wardle@gmail.com • Alterations

Creative Carpentry

OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au ..............................................66855001

Decks, pergolas, verandahs, balconies, big &
small renos and all other carpentry & building
needs. Servicing The Bay for over 25 years.

AUTOMOTIVE

Kieran 0427 196 962

orangestar02@gmail.com

Lic. 266174C

ACCOUNTS & BOOKINGS: 6684 1777

1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay

DINGO DEMOLITIONS & ASBESTOS REMOVAL ................................. 66834008 or 0407 728998

• Tyres • Batteries • Wheel Alignments
MULLUMBIMBY TYRE SERVICE
Dalley Street, Mullumbimby 6684 2016

LEGENDARY
OFFROAD TYRES

BUILDER – JOHN McGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C .............0415 793242
BUILDER Renovations, maintenance, 30yrs exp. mchughdesign.com.au Lic 29792C....0408 663420
HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C ...............................................0432 565060

CASH PAID FOR
UNWANTED CARS

Free metal drop off
Locally owned

6684 5296

FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C .........................66808162
BYRON BAY CONSTRUCTION GROUP. Renovations, bathrooms. Lic:212838C .............0477 543060
QUALIFIED CARPENTER - Build anything, fix anything. Handyman services. .............0401 057164

BUSH REGENERATION & WEED CONTROL
WEED CONTROL SPECIALIST Lawns – bindii weeds – Army worms – grass grubs .....0418 110714

A B S O L U T E LY F R E E

CAR BODY REMOVAL

CARPET CLEANING
FRANCHISE OF THE YEAR!

CASH ON THE SPOT GUARANTEE

$50 - $1000

WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES & VANS

PHONE 0466 113 333 24/7

EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au

BAYSIDE RADIATORS Windscreens & air-con. Billinudgel. AU29498 .................................66802444

Green & Clean
Carpet and upholstery cleaning, urine
extraction, rust removal, heavy traffic
areas, deodorising and sanitation.

Far North Coast NSW
John & Teresa

0408 232 066

Cleans deeply,
dries in 1-2 hours
Commercial / Domestic / Insurance

www.echo.net.au

Service Directory
MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter................0423 756394

CHIROPRACTIC

GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured ... 66841778 or 0405 922839

BAY FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC Peter Wuehr 17 Bangalow Rd Byron Bay ..............................66855282

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS • DRAINAGE DESIGN • DRIVEWAYS
• PADS • WATERWAYS • ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

CLEANING

Phone Zac: 0468 344 939

ACTION WINDOW &
PRESSURE CLEANING
• House washing • High pressure or soft wash • Window cleaning
• Driveways, paths & roofs • Gutters & ﬂyscreens • Water efﬁcient • Free quotes
Phone Joe or Helen 0409 207 646 or 0412 495 750

Services List
Pool areas, Decks, Patios,
Houses, Gutters, Awnings,
Driveways, Paths, Pavers,
Retaining walls, Fences

0426 119 550 NRAquaPressureClean@hotmail.com

LEAF IT TO US Specialists in tree services and acreage mowing ....................................0402 487213
TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m3 trailer..............................................................0408 210772

www.360earth.com.au

RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging.........0424 805660

actionjoewindow@gmail.com

Locally owned & operated
Residential & commercial
No job too big or small
Obligation free quote
Fully insured

A-Z gardening & maintenance, lawns, acreage, hedges, gutters, p. clean-ups, tip runs ..........0405 625697

ABN: 47576013867

DETAILED CLEANER/GUEST HOUSE MANAGER All natural products 4.8 Stayz rated ..0410 723601

GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael .........................0497 842442

FOR ALL YOUR LAST MINUTE EXCAVATIONS

GAS SUPPLIERS

CALL BLACK SHEEP EXCAVATIONS
5.5t Digger & Tip Truck Hire
Ph. 0492 250 774

Free Delivery

Locally Owned
Est 18 years

No Rental

excavations
Lic# 378040C

Reliable

www.brunswickvalleygas.com

• 1.7T Excavator • Fully insured
• Rockbreaker • 300mm and 450mm augers
• 3m tipper truck

0408 760 609
GRAPHIC DESIGN

Call James on 0429 888 683 unblockall.com.au

5 * CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES. Efficient, effective, reliable. Mould specialist. ...0434 124286
FULL CIRCLE REFINISHING Professional cold & hot water roof & pressure cleaning. ............0455 573554

NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr.0402 716857

ELECTRICIANS

RENT-A-GEEK Mobile PC Repair (Byron Shire) ....................................................................66844335

24 HOUR
SERVICE

CRYPTOSUCCESS.COM.AU In-person demo: How to safely buy/sell/store Bitcoin/Crypto 0412 154071

CONCRETING & PAVING

0439 624 945

DARYL 0418 234 302

Over 25 yrs local experience. All forms of concreting.
Residential • Civil • Industrial

Lic.136717c

CONCRETING
ALL AROUND

Lic No. 337066C

02 66 804 173
All Jobs
Small or
Large

Domestic
Commercial

SALISBURY

CONCRETING

Free
Quotes

AH

Call Daniel

0424 876 155

ELECTRICAL
Steve Nicholls
ph: 0455 445 343
lic: EC28753

SECURITY, DATA, TV
Tim Nicholls
ph: 0468 384 203
lic: 000102498

THE DECK DOCTOR Sanding & refinishing, cable balustrading. Free quotes. Richard ...0407 821690

GUTTERING
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nichollselectrical@outlook.com

COUGHRAN ELECTRICAL 24 hour service, Lic 154293C .......................... 0439 624945 or 66804173
RONNIE SPINKS Everything electrical. Lic 27673 .........................................................0429 802355
JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data + TV. Lic 133082C .......................0432 289705
JIM LABELLE ELECTRICAL O.Shores, Mullum, Byron, Brunswick. Lic 176417C..............0415 126028

PLATINUM CRETE CONCRETING Lic 225874C. 20 years exp. Free quotes. Justin .........0458 773788 BLUE BEE ELECTRICAL 25 years experience. Lic 189508C. Call Dave ............................0429 033801
CONCRETING DRIVEWAYS Shed slabs. All aspects. .....................................................0431 678130 BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small ...0422 136408

DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS

www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Lic: 154293c

COMPUTER SERVICES

Graphic Design / Print
Branding / Websites
Tutoring

 Gutter guard
 Gutter cleaning
 Locally owned
 Fully insured
 Free quotes
Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.

www.spotlessgutters.com.au

0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 180 623 364 42

HANDYPERSONS

VALLEY WAY ELECTRICAL, 15 yrs exp. Domestic, commercial, new builds. Lic 253977c 0475 910622

FENCING

FULL CIRCLE REFINISHING – Specialist deck sanding and oiling. Free quotes ...........0455 573554 BYRON & BEYOND FENCING Any fence, any time, prompt quotes....... 66804766 or 0439 078549

DENTISTS

EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. ..................................................0432 107262

LITTLE LANE DENTAL, MULLUMBIMBY ...........................................................................66842816

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING

DESIGN & DRAFTING

THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

BAREFOOT BUILDING DESIGN www.barefootbuildingdesign.com..........Bob Acton 0407 787993

FUNERAL SERVICES

DAVID ROBINSON DESIGN DRAFTING All Council & construction requirements ......0419 880048
FENG SHUI DESIGN CONSULTANT Lizzie Bodenham livingbalancedesigns.com.au.......0431 678608
NORTHFACE DESIGNS www.northfacedesigns.com.au..............................Cody Greer 0434 272353

Death Care & Home Funerals

ECO CASKETS & URNS
ADVANCE CARE GUIDANCE
INDEPENDENT & AFFORDABLE

ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT
& BITUMEN SERVICES

CRETE EDGIN

G

Fully Insured

paul.munten@bigpond.com.au

ASAP Decks, fences, bathrooms, plaster, paint, handy, jobs over $500 ..........................0405 625697

AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne...............................0423 218417
ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN. Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark ........0402 281638
KEEN HANDYMAN SERVICES Repairs, maintenance, gardening, odd jobs ..................0428 679704

DIRECT CREMATION Sacred Earth Funerals. Personal service, female-led exceptional care, 24 hours. HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling. Michael ........0421 896796
All-inclusive and local. $2200 ........................................................................................1300 585778
HOME MAINTENANCE All aspects. Carpentry, decks, painting, repairs etc. Insured .....0434 705506

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

HANDYMAN All services and areas. Reliable & friendly. ................................................0403 793834

HEALTH

6677 1859

&C
ON

24 hr response time guaranteed

HANDYMAN 40 years experience in the building game. The reno master. Call Paul......0422 017072

MAGNIFICODESIGN.COM.AU Council plans for residential renos & additions. Alissa ...0425 350920

oast Asph
alt
st C
Ea

0414 210 222

MOWING, LANDSCAPING, gardening, odd jobs, painting etc. Ph Jordan ....................0434 129966

ARTISTFOUNDRY.COM.AU Sketchup / Visualisations / Architectural Fly-Throughs ......0493 117803

DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

HANDY MAN SERVICES

HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, welding ......................................... 66884324 or 0476 600956
DIRECT CREMATION
FAMILY LED FUNERALS
VIGIL/ CEREMONY/ MEMORIAL

BYRON ENERGY EFFICIENT DESIGN & DRAFTING www.beedad.com.au ...............0423 531448
borrelldesign.com.au Design & drafting. Residential & commercial..........................0412 043463

BUILDING SERVICES
R E S I D E N T I A L | C O M M E R C I A L | I N D U S T R I A L | S T R AT A | M A I N T E N A N C E S E R V I C E S

• OTHER HEALTH RELATED SECTIONS IN THIS SERVICE DIRECTORY: Acupuncture,

SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF
THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS

Chiropractic, Counselling, Dentists, Osteopathy, Physiotherapy

Burringbar

ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne ...........................................66857366

EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

TINY EARTHWOR
Philip Toovey

0409 799 909

various implements available for limited access projects

www.echo.net.au

MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathy, Ayurveda, Massage, Herbs. .............................66843002

• Acreage Mowing
• Slashing / Mulching
• Pruning & Tree Care
• Chipping
Call Paul on 0403 316 711

MOVE TO NURTURE PILATES STUDIO & mat classes. Lennox Head ............................0404 459605
AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen – Om Healing ..............................0422 387370
MYOSKELETAL MASSAGE THERAPY janineda@gmail.com. ...........................Chantni 0474 744926

HIRE
MULLUM HIRE Marquees & all event equipment. Tools & machinery. Pool supplies & service 66843003
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INSURANCE

PHOTOGRAPHY

AUSURE BYRON BAY General insurance. Phone Mick Urquhart .................................. 0428 200310

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

Byron Coast Removals

Tree Faerie Fotos

SERVICING THE NORTHERN RIVERS AND BEYOND.

Competitive rates and packing supplies available.
0432 552 067 | 6684 5481 | byroncoastremovals@gmail.com

Professional • Commercial • Personal
30+ years experience in commercial photography and photojournalism

www.treefaeriefotos.com • 0417 427 518

MAN WITH A VAN/TRUCK Reasonable rates. Phone Don ............................................0414 282813
BENNY CAN MOVE IT! .................................................................................................0402 199999

Sand | Soils | Gravels | Pots & statues | Lots, lots more

PHYSIOTHERAPY

1176 Myocum Rd, Mullumbimby (just past golf course)

6684 2323

ROOFING

NICK EDMOND Physiotherapy & Acupuncture. Open Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday
DOMESTIC • INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL

466 Main Arm Road, Mullumbimby.....................................................................................66845288
ANTHONY D’ORSOGNA Physiotherapy, acupuncture, hydrotherapy Suffolk Park 1 Bryce St ... 66853511
shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman, Ilse V Oostenbrugge....................66803499
PELVIC FLOOR PHYSIOTHERAPY In Bangalow with Lisa Fitzpatrick on Wed & Thu ....0422 993141

PICTURE FRAMING
MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Stuart St rear lane behind Mitre 10 ............................0403 734791
BILLINUDGEL CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING. 7/1 Wilfred St. Call for appointment ......66803444

PLASTERING

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic No 277154C .........................................0423 700853

C A WARWICK PLASTERING Free quotes, COVIDSafe. Ph Craig ....................................0413 451186

LOCKSMITH

SUNRISE PLASTERING. No job too small. Renovations + patchworks. Gtd sat. Free quote ....0418 992001

PLUMBERS

PAINTING
• DEPARTMENT OF FAIR TRADING INFO: When dealing with home owners, painters are required
to quote a licence number only for external work valued over $5000.

BYRON BAY

• Domestic & Commercial • Servicing all areas
• Workmanship guaranteed
• Attention to detail

0438 784 226 • 6685 4154

Chay 0429 805 081
20 YEARS LOCAL SERVICE

Lic No 189144C

ALL-WAYS PAINTING

NEED A PLUMBER?
DRAINER? GASFITTER?

ROOFING

Metal Rooﬁng Installations • Guttering
Downpipes • Fascia • Skylights • Whirlybird
Patios • Repairs • Leaf Guard

Craig Montgomery – 0418 870 362
Email: montysmetalrooﬁng@gmail.com
www.montysmetalrooﬁng.com.au

Licence NSW: 30715C
Licence QLD: 1227049

Scotty’s Roof Repairs
& Leak Finding
Ph: 0419 443 196

OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip specialists ......................................... 0412 161564 or 66841232
TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m3 trailer................................................................0408 210772
THIS IS RUBBISH Tipper truck for hire. Call or text Jono ...............................................0412 871438
MAN WITH UTE. RETHINK REUSE RECYCLE. Ph Mark ................................................0411 113300

SELF STORAGE
BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE ...............................................................................................66858349

Lic# 378040C

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
 Home sewage solutions
 Commercial
wastewater treatment
 Rainwater tanks
concrete and plastic

• Drain clearing, inspections & repairs • CCTV camera & location equipment
• 1.7T excavator & tipper truck • Fully insured
Call James on 0429 888 683 unblockall.com.au

Ben The Plumber

YVES DE WILDE

QUALITY PAINTING SERVICES

XFINALIST OF THE MASTER PAINTERS OF
AUSTRALIA AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE
XENVIRO FRIENDLY PAINTING



ZZZJMJSDLQWLQJFRPDXJDU\#JMJSDLQWLQJFRPDX

4XDOL¿HG±,QVXUHG±/RFDO
4XDOLILHG±,QVXUHG/RFDO

Lic 167371C

www.duluxaccredited.com.au

X6680 7573
0415 952 494
Xwww.yvesdewilde.com.au LIC 114372C

Free Quotes
– 33 years experience
)UHH4XRWHV\HDUV([SHULHQFH

PAINT & DECORATE

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

• Restoration
• Free Quotes
• Commercial/Domestic • Fully Licenced
• Clean & Reliable
• Fully Insured

LLOYD
SHERLOCK

0411 784 926

A FINLAY PAINTING Renovations, granny flats, interior/ exterior. Free quotes................0432 918419
PAINTER AND DECORATOR. 35 years experience. Lic 065919. Ph ..................................0400 349027

PEST CONTROL

02 6681 6555
 Free quotes on active termites  Environmentally safe

YOUR PEST & TERMITE SPECIALISTS
www.allpestsolutions.com.au
THE PEST MAN EXTRAORDINAIRE Second opinion / alternative views. 50 yrs exp .....0418 110714
BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL................................................................................66842018
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 Sales  Installation  Service

Northern Rivers Pty Ltd

• plumbing.td@bigpond.com

Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores,
Brunswick Heads & Surrounds
30 years’ experience

TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C. 0407 439805

Taking on work NOW!
Ph: 0427 528 108 Lic: 321191C

SNAKE CATCHERS

0418 754 149 • 07 5523 9930 • 1300 Taylex • www.taylex.com.au

BILL CONNORS All plumbing/draining. Lic #1051 .................................. 66801403 or 0414 801403

JACK HOGAN

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C ....0419 019035
ADM PLUMBING SERVICES… (NO JOB TOO SMALL)… Lic 234528C. ....... Call Adam 0466 992483

0411 039 373

REMOVALISTS

Andy’s Move & More

Small & Medium Moves, Pianos, Artworks,
Tip Runs, 1 or 2 Men at Low Prices to Most Areas
Based from Byron Bay & Mullumbimby
Calls always returned

Lic. 213034C

KNIGHTSBRIDGE

Metal & Tile Roofs
Experienced & Reliable
Same Day Response

RUBBISH REMOVAL
Licence No. 207479C

Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair .......0412 764148

MONTYS METAL

Lic: L 13549

OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics,

Lic 312643C

LANDSCAPING

0429149 533 Est 2006

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO

SOLAR INSTALLATION
Pioneers of the solar industry

Serving Northern NSW since 1998

Call us on 6679 7228

Your local, qualiﬁed team.
m 0428 320 262
Specialists in standalone &
e sunbeamsolar@bigpond.com
grid interact system designs.

Electric Lic 124600c

From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth – just give us a ring

• Freight services to Brisbane weekly
• Carriers of ﬁne art • Furniture removal
• E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646
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Off-Grid Energy Australia

1300 334 839
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info@offgridenergy.com.au
www.offgridenergy.com.au
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02 6684 2198
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TELEVISION SERVICES
DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas .......... 66843575 or 0414 922786

www.echo.net.au

Service Directory
TILING
FRANCHISE OF THE YEAR!

Tree & Palm Removal

Pruning, wood chipping, stump grinding

TILE & GROUT
CLEANING

0400337758

Servicing the Far North Coast for 20 years.
Free quotes. Experienced local technicians.
ChemDry’s patented cleaning systems.

Far North Coast NSW
John & Teresa

WINTER SPECIAL:

0408 232 066

Every 5th m2 FREE

@trunkmonkarb

SUMMERLAND TREE SERVICES ............................................. Call Tim 66813140 or 0417 698227
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PETER GRAY Grad. Cert. Arb. AQF8. Consulting arborist................................................0414 186161
info@theshowersealer.com.au

0412 026 441

Leaky showers sealed at a
fraction of the cost of re tiling.
TRANSPORT

BYRON
BUS Co

BYRON TREE SERVICES Qualified, insured. Call Alex ....................................................0402 364852

LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes .......0402 487213

VALUERS
SIMPSON PROPERTY GROUP - Valuation, Advisory & Asset M/ment. Specialists in: Residential,
Rural, Commercial & Industrial. www.simsonproperty.com.au..........0400 134562 or 0427 220976

VETERINARY SURGEONS

WATER FILTERS

Get a Quick Quote now 
Airpor t Transfers | Tours | Nights Out | Beach Walks
Events | Par ties | Weddings | Corporate | Festivals

The Water Filter
Experts
for home, commercial
and rural properties

TREE SERVICES

6680 8200 or
0418 108 181

CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES
The Fully Insured Professionals

WELDING

• Stump Grinding • Bobcat • Cherrypicker
• Crane Truck • 18" Chipper

WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless ..0408 410545
SITE WELDING & LIGHT FABRICATION .......................................................... 0428 352492

WINDOW CLEANING
CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David .............................................0421 906460
GIBSON HOME SERVICES Window cleaning and screen repairs ...................................0410 372632

WINDOW TINTING
SUNRISE W. T. 3/19-21 Centennial Cct, Byron. Cars, homes, offices, etc. High quality ..0412 158478
SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price .........................0434 875009

0427 347 380
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STARS
Vixen Venus vamps
into Aries this week,
flashing a fiesta of
F-words: fierce, fiery,
feisty, funny and
full-on...

S
U

The Echo
Service
Directory
online
anytime at
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Cryptic Clues

Quick Clues

ACROSS

ACROSS

1. Current, peculiar winners around
new social contacts (13)
8. Pig pen, English, causes eye
infection (4)
9. Circular: bird needed for
tournament (5,5)
10. Suspend proceedings in favour of
a scoundrel (8)
11. Refuge with gold for Agamemnon’s
counsellor (6)
13. Same agents, different titles for the
theatre (5,5)
16. Finished? Balls! (4)
17. Robin’s cowl (4)
18. Woman from Chennai for a big, old
company (4,6)
20. Lewis’s lion territory off kilter (6)
22. Money and the Italian aunt for Ms
Borgia (8)
24. Hermits in the dilapidated chain
store (10)
26. Idriess’s charges (4)
27. Their lot loses broken carapace
(8,5)

1. People you know (13)
8. Eyelid lump (4)
9. Competition in which everyone
plays everyone else (5,5)
10. Bring an end to a parliamentary
session (8)
11. Legendary king of Pylos (6)
13. Pseudonyms used by actors (5,5)
16. On top of (4)
17. Bonnet (4)
18. 17th century English trading
company (4,6)
20. Sloping (6)
22. Legendary heroine of ancient
Rome (8)
24. Extremely strict reclusives (10)
26. Charged atoms (4)
27. Type of spectacle frame (8,5)

GEMINI: Taurus time can sometimes
burden Geminis with the unbearable
heaviness of being. If existential malaise
hits, tune into this week’s sensual
rhythms, schedule affectionate get
togethers with upbeat others, and
lavish yourself with the personal TLC
and treats we all need to see us through
challenging life cycles.

DOWN

Modifications (11)
Odd (5)
Haughtiness (9)
Combined with ‘ad’ means to an
excessive degree (Latin) (7)
DOWN
1. Changes sorry tale with shares (11) 5. Famous British-American poet (5)
2. Our monarch not new, but right – 6. Popular puzzle (9)
strange! (5)
7. It can be done on water or snow (3)
3. Orange car released – that’s self12. Functioning (11)
importance (9)
14. He has responsibility for a child’s
4. As a menu, awful – after the ad it
religious education (9)
produces vomiting! (7)
15. Valises (9)
5. Australian lair, but a great poet (5) 19. Acknowledges (7)
6. Angry term – you’re in the middle 21. Upper body (5)
of it! (9)
23. Upper class (5)
7. Footwear for Italian – yes, about a 25. Nay (3)
thousand (3)
Last week’s solution N436
12. Musical play – nothing in bad
H E A D B A N D
I M P A I R
Latin, but it’s working! (11)
E
U
O
I
S
U
S
E
14. Sponsor Mafia boss (9)
A N T H R O P O L O G I S T S
R
H
E
P
A
G
E
E
15. Ports, appropriate for legal
S T O O D B Y
P A I N T E R
hearings (9)
E
R
O
D
N
V
19. Cooks gently, around fifty –
T I A M A R I A
G I M M E
greetings! (7)
T
S
E
S
E
S
R E E V E
B E H E M O T H
21. Rocky hill, lie a chest (5)
A
A
U
I
E
S
23. Eastern hat turns up top people (5)
M U S K R A T
C O N N O T E
25. Big weight raised? Negative (3)
P
O
D
T
R
D
R
N

echo.net.au/service-directory

TAURUS: Stomach acid can dissolve
razor blades, and anxiety makes it
even more caustic. A pretty compelling
incentive to find a comfort zone with
your name on it and put your hooves up,
wouldn’t you say? Lessen stress levels
even further this week by hanging out
with people who aren’t hard work.

RU
TA

Find

ARIES: Flammable Venus in Aries has
her red dress on, so don’t be surprised if
temperatures rise – on every level. But
keep your composure Rams. Because
Jupiter’s trailblazing move into Aries
next week is about to fire the starting
pistol on your most fortunate cycle since
2011. To be continued…

BY LILITH

16

BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD reg’d. Chartered Valuers ................... 0431 245460 or 66857010

arrive@byronbuscompany.com.au

www.harttreeservices.com.au

17

24

MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Willis, Mark Sebastian – After hours avail ...66843818

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING

15

BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists.............................66805255

NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer .................................................66840735

• 20 years local knowledge and experience • Fully insured / free quotes
• 19 inch chipper • Bobcat • Cherry picker • Crane truck

14

UPHOLSTERY

Call 0490 183 424

Mark Linder Qualiﬁed Arborist
0408 202 184 choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

13

MARTINO TREE SERVICES .............................................................................Martino 0435 019524

Door to Door Charter Services

www.echo.net.au

Mungo’s Crossword

1.
2.
3.
4.

I N T E R N A L A F F A I R S
N
T
U
L
S
U
T
E
G L O O M Y
S H E L T E R S

CANCER: This autumnal month centres
around creature comforts and the
pleasures of the senses, table and
home – just the way Cancerians like
it. Be prepared to initiate most of the
communicating, though... It’s also an
excellent time for the annual lifestyle
colonic: clearing away workplace
accumulations, domestic congestion
and free floating mess.

LIBRA: This month’s abfab for the sort of
Venusian sports Librans adore: beautifying,
socialising, decorating, shopping, doing
lunch and of course, amour. It offers quite
the smorgasbord of ingredients for you
to balance, because while Venus ignites
some volatile chemistry guaranteed to
banish bedroom boredom, her flipside
can be an argumentative and demanding
cranky pants.

LEO: A little bit of drama goes a long
way this week, so aim for elegant
understatement in all interactions.
With the indulgence factor pumping,
stringency’s advised. Not feeling it? Here’s
the deal: there’s really no need to extend
yourself when it makes more sense to
build on what you’ve already got.

SCORPIO: During this week of
duties, demands, obligations and
responsibilities, factor in some fun time
with upbeat others to celebrate the
delights of simply being alive on our
planet of the senses. Because if you enjoy
something, aren’t others likely to want
some of whatever you’re having? Some
astute schmoozing never goes astray.

AQUARIUS: This week’s superbly suited
to pruning dead wood in the form of
expenditure or involvements that drain
your resources – and the planet’s – then
finding alternatives that support you
accessing your imaginative, artistic and
spiritual riches. You started life with
nothing, so anything you have now is a
bonus.

VIRGO: This week’s about values: what
you value, what you’re valued for, where
best to invest your valuable energy and
expertise. It’s also about your inner
worth: with the emotional storms and
awkward interactions of recent weeks
on the wane, it’s time to exchange
unhelpful trains of thought for more
positive personal perspectives.

SAGITTARIUS: This week serves up a
hearty helping of home truths, rendering
them palatable through ordinary joys,
unexpected pleasures and hearty belly
laughs. There’s plenty of horsepower
available for whatever passionate
project you’re involved in – balance it
with tolerance for those whose views run
contrary to your own.

PISCES: Wildcat Venus erupting into
adventurous Aries could certainly rocket
you out of any doldrums. Think Xena
the zodiac’s warrior queen – she’s up
for a tussle. Worth it if you have the
energy to stay the distance in this week’s
engagements, probably not if you prefer
a more peaceful week.

CAPRICORN: This no-nonsense, takingcare-of-business month offers solid
results you can measure and assess. It’s
let’s-get-physical vibes lavish you with
so much stamina and staying power
you’re likely to be making lots of love or
money. Knowing you, both. Take a break
before you ache.
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Classifieds

North Coast news online

ECHO CLASSIFIEDS – 6684 1777
CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS

DEADLINE TUES 12PM

PHONE ADS

Publication day is Wednesday, booking
deadlines are the day before publication.

6684 1777
AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE

Ads may be taken by phone on

Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo office:

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby

EMAIL ADS

RATES & PAYMENT
LINE ADS:
$17.00 for the first two lines
$5.00 for each extra line

$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

Display classies (box ads): adcopy@echo.net.au
Line classies: classifieds@echo.net.au

DISPLAY ADS (with a border):
$12.85 per column centimetre

Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to
Friday, 9am–5pm. Ads can’t be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

These prices include GST.

DISCLAIMER
Advertisements placed in The Byron
Shire Echo do not reﬂect the views or
opinions of the editorial staff.
The Byron Shire Echo does not
make any representations as to the
accuracy or suitability of any content
or information contained in advertising
material nor does publication constitute
in any way an endorsement by The
Byron Shire Echo of the content or
representations contained therein.
The Byron Shire Echo does not accept
any liability for the representations or
promises made in paid advertisements
or for any loss or damage arising
from reliance on such content,
representations or promises.

PUBLIC NOTICES

BYRON
TWILIGHT
MARKET
Every Saturday
Railway Park
4-9pm

PROF. SERVICES

Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.

HYPNOSIS & NLP

FOR SALE

www.wendypurdey.com

KAVA PLANTS
7” potters $20. B/rooted large clumps $30
0418110714 Dave

Make profound changes in your
life. Achieve personal goals
and reach your true potential
within every aspect of your life.

Call Wendy 0497 090 233
GOLDEN SUN HYPNOTHERAPY
Appointments and upcoming workshop.
Come and explore hypnotherapy to
enhance your daily life. 22 May, Byron Bay
goldensunhypnotherapy.com/courses

TRADEWORK

SPECIAL: Book in for a month @ $95,
try as many classes as you like.
See website for additional classes.
0432 047 221 yogalates.com.au

MOTOR VEHICLES
MERCEDES C200 white, 20y/o, rego to
Oct 22, 150k/km, exc cond, well serviced
by Joe, Byron Bay. $8k ono. 0412457554

Maintenance/Groundsperson Assistant

O/SHORES. Available now. Large room,
built-in robes in nice 2bdr unit. Close to
shops. $250p/w plus bills. 0435831164

WANTED TO LEASE
ACCESS TO ACREAGE, dwelling or not.
Prefer 2x2 or 3x3 or similar. Substantial
security deposit OK. Pls call 0423218417

s 3EPTIC TANK CLEANING
s 'REASE TRAP SERVICING
s /ILY ,IQUIDS
s 0ORTABLE TOILET HIRE
s  HOUR SERVICE

 

• FULLY

INSURED

• PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
• FREE QUOTES

0402 364 852
20 years local experience
• 19 inch chipper • Stump grinding
• Cherry picker • Crane truck • Bob Cat

Fully insured • Free quotes

0427 347 380

The position is a temporary part-time position (20
hours per week) for the remainder of 2022, with a
view to continuation in 2023.
Applications close 4pm, Monday 16th May.
Position Description and application process
available Capebyronsteiner.nsw.edu.au

MIELE WASHERS
Dryers and dishwashers available at
Bridglands Mullumbimby. 66842511
BAMBOO PLANTS: clumping, screening,
hedging, ﬂowering gingers, bromeliads.
Close to Mullum. 0458535760

BYRON BAY
FIREWOOD
Pick-up / Delivery
Seasoned Firewood
Kindling, bags, trailer, tonnage.
Residential / Commercial / Wholesale
Prompt and reliable service.

0401 739 656

byronbayﬁrewood.com.au

Byron Bay & Surrounding Areas

HAMBLY’S
FIREWOOD

6681
3140
Mobile 0417 698 227

Mark 0427 490 038

• Arborist • 15” Wood
Chipper • Stump Grinder
• Fully Insured

70 The Byron Shire Echo lëƷǫǽǩǧǩǩ

Delivery available

CARAVANS
CARAVANS
We buy, sell & consign.
All makes & models.
0408 758 688

PROPERTY FOR SALE
MULTI-PURPOSE PROPERTY, 8 acres
on 2 deeds. 3 bed ranch-style home.
Inside town limits. One owner 40 years.
Rich, fertile, all organic soils. 3 bores. 4
horse, steel-framed stable complex. 3
bay machinery shed. All cement ﬂoors,
power, lights. Use for horse agistment,
training, lucerne, market garden, caravan
storage & other businesses. Inverell. Most
stable sport-and-family town in NSW. Only
$520,000. 0412877122 or 0267223390.

SHORT TERM ACCOM.
BYRON BEAUTIFUL fully furn house. 4
bdr. Quiet location with pool. $1100 pw
inc bills. Max 4 people. Available 16/5 to
16/8. 0401302379

TO LEASE
CAFE, LEASE NEGOTIABLE Fully
equipped, on busy Tweed Valley Way,
Burringbar. Contact David 0408998446

CARER Reliable, strong, caring, female,
20–45 years old to assist quadriplegic
man with personal care and household
duties. No experience necessary.
Mornings 7.30am–11am &/or evenings
4.30–7.00pm. $40p/h. Must have Tax
File no. Ocean Shores. Please email your
detailed message to wheelgoodservice@
hotmail.com
OFFICE WORKER, PT/FT in wholesale
business, Billinudgel. Reception, sales,
invoicing, order processing, customer
service, stock management. Must have
good phone/computer skills. Email
resume to walter@greenpack.com.au.
Ph 0405383039
YOUNG WOMEN, 18–25 for classic nude
modelling. Good pay, no experience
necessary. Andrew 0431393320

POSITIONS VACANT
SCHOOL CLEANING Join a friendly team
at a school in Mullum. Your pick of shifts
on weekdays from 3.30pm. Training and
gear provided. You'll need WWCC & have
double covid vaccination. $30.39 per hour
plus super. Please contact 0238138588
or recruit@beyondcleaninggroup.com
CARER/SUPPORT WORKER required
for 45 y/o quadriplegic family man in
Bangalow. Experience not essential as
training provided. Morning, evening
and weekend shifts involved. Personal
care, assistance and domestic duties.
First Aid cert, police and WWC checks
required before commencement. Must be
vaccinated. Pay rates well above award.
Pleasant disposition essential. Contact
Richard 0403334850.

Start: End of May 2022

4HE ,IQUID 7ASTE 3PECIALISTS

BANGALOW

Mon & Fri 10–11.30am Yogalates
Wed 6–7pm Hatha Slow Flow

0408 210 772

ȵȵǼǣƬƏɎǣȒȇɀƏȸƺɀȒɖǕǝɎǔȒȸƏɀɖǣɎƏƫǼɵȷɖƏǼǣˡƺƳ
and experienced Maintenance/Groundsperson
to assist the Site Manager for all aspects of the
school site, that comprises of 400 persons. You
will be required to assist with the maintenance
of buildings, furniture, equipment, grounds and
onsite wastewater facilities, with grounds being
the larger portion of duties.

3UMMERLAND
%NVIRONMENTAL

PURA VIDA

SUFFOLK PARK

Tip Runs &
Rubbish
Removal

Cape Byron Rudolf Steiner School is an independent K-12 school dedicated to the educational
principles inspired by Rudolf Steiner.

KINESIOLOGY

Mon 6–7pm Hatha Slow Flow
Sat 8.15–9.30am Yogalates
Wed 6–7.15pm Yin Rejuv Yoga
Wed & Fri 6.30-7.15am NEW Barre Sweat

53 STATION ST, MULLUMBIMBY Next
to Woolies. Sat, 9am. Women’s clothing
under $10, ex-shop h/wares, bric-a-brac.

3EPTIC 7ASTE 2EMOVAL

LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper, crane
truck, stump grinding. Local, qualiﬁed,
insured, free quotes. 0402487213

Yoga Pilates Yogalates
Award winning fusion

SISTERS OF SALVAGE POP-UP SHOP
43 Fingal Street, Brunswick Heads
Great women’s and men’s winter clothing
Sat 8am–12pm

Summerland Storage Bangalow
From $105 to $290 per month
Call GNF Bangalow 66872833

LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Casual
or permanent work available in busy adult
parlour. 66816038 for details.

HEALTH

WELLNESS CENTRE
Brunswick Heads
COLON HYDROTHERAPY
HYPERBARIC OXYGEN
FAR INFRARED SAUNA
REMEDIAL MASSAGE
+ more 66850498

MOVING O/SEAS Plants, timber furn, art,
vintage, collectables, h/hold appliances,
rugs, market umbrella, lamps, beds,
fridge. 7.30am, 8 River St, New Brighton.

COORABELL HALL
WEDDINGS, GIGS, CLASSES
www.coorabellhall.net

TREE SERVICES

HYPNOSIS & EFT

GARAGE SALES

LOCAL REMOVAL
& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly,
with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

EROTIC MASSAGE STAFF reliable and
friendly for Gentlemen’s Relaxation
Centre 18+. Tweed. Grace 0418185791

LOOK GOOD
FEEL GOOD
Free consultation. SANDRO 66805002

Simple and effective solutions
Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma.
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

Road base, gravel, blue metal and metal
dust. ALL SIZE DELIVERIES.
Phone 66845517, 0418481617

LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop
crap! Ph Matt 0401955052

TO LET

HALLS FOR HIRE

DENTURES

Clear subconscious sabotages.
Reprogram patterns and beliefs.
Restore vibrancy and
physical health. De-stress.
Ph 0403125506
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

ARCHIBALD’S CHEAP
QUARRY PRODUCTS

WANTED

REMEDIAL

MASSAGE THERAPIST

Seeking a massage therapist
with health fund rebates to
join our fantastic team in
Bangalow and Ballina.
Must be experienced,
professional, reliable
and passionate. Busy,
professionally run
clinic with good rates.
Ph 0499 490 088 or email
info@bbrmassage.com.au

Customer Support
Position
Would you like to be part of
an innovative startup, helping
the bees, and using business
for a positive purpose?
We’re looking for a Customer
Support Agent to join our
already established team.
Please only apply via
our website:

COOKS &
CHEF-DE-PARTIE
Full time hours available for
right candidates.
Above award wages.
Young, enthusiastic team.
Central Byron location.

www.honeyﬂow.com.au/
pages/customer-supportagent-november-2021
Applications close:
Friday 13th May 2022

Applicants must:
Be available for dinner
service.
Work well in a fast-paced
environment.
To apply, please email:
admin@loftbyronbay.com.au

BAY MOTEL
NOW HIRING CLEANERS

* Great rates
* Excellent working
conditions

* Full training
* Immediate start
02 6685 6121

SOUS CHEF
Salary package up to $85k.
Sponsorship opportunities
available.
Management role.
Great team culture.
Applicants must:
Be passionate about good
food & excellent hospitality.
Be available for dinner
service.
Work well under pressure.
To apply, please email:
admin@loftbyronbay.com.au

Community Care Workers

HammondCare at Home is continuing to expand
our services and we are seeking several part-time
Community Care Workers to provide support to our
clients across the Northern Rivers region. Candidates
from Ballina, Lismore, and Tweed Heads area are
encouraged to apply. Contact Ruth for more details:
E: rhertel@hammond.com.au Ph: 02 4911 8069.
www.echo.net.au

Classifieds
DISABILITY SUPPORT WORKER Private
after school care, Lennox Head. Looking
for enthusiastic workers to join our team.
Must have qualiﬁcations, WWCC, First
Aid, driving licence and own vehicle.
Experience working with children with
ASD a plus. 0475242593 or email resume
info@byronbaycare.com.au

BEAUTY/MASSAGE
THERAPIST
Must be qualiﬁed with
excellent presentation.
Previous exp essential.
Balinese style Day Spa. Long
established spa, good hours.
Forward resume to
kerry@buddhagardens
dayspa.com.au

PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANT
ƂiÝVÌ}««ÀÌÕÌÞ >Ã>ÀÃivÀ>µÕ>wi`
intelligent professional accountant - CA or CPA.
"ÕÀv>ÞvwVi«ÀviÃÃ>«À>VÌViÃV>Ìi`
* «-ÌÀiiÌ]-Þ`iÞ]>`Üi«À«ÃiÌiÃÌ>LÃ >
LÀ>V vwViPossum Creek.
Your duties over four days a week include:
- Accounting for family investments &
«À`ÕViÌ ÞÀi«ÀÌÃ
- Preparation of monthly accounts / BAS for various
LÕÃiÃÃiÃ
*>ÞVÀi`ÌÀÃÉ>ÃÃÃÌÜÌ ÛV}É`iLÌÀÃ
,iVViL>
*Ài«>Ài>` VÀi«ÀÌÃ ÝViiÃÃiÌ>®
ƂÃÃÃÌÜÌ w>V>>>}iiÌvÃÌÕ`v>ÀE
LÕ`}«iÀ>ÌÃ>Ì*ÃÃÕ Àii°
It is imperative that you can operate independently.
ÕÀÃyiÝLiÌÃÕÌ° >ÀiÃÃiÌ>



  
  





  
 

  

 


 


  





O’DONNELL,

Adobe
Tutoring
Experienced
Professional Trainer
• Photoshop
• Indesign
• Illustrator

MUSICAL NOTES
GUITAR REPAIR Setups & modiﬁcations
in the Byron hinterland. Fully insured,
experienced, all work guaranteed. Book
at federalstrings.com or ph 0447955237
GUITARS, RECORDS, HI-FI
WE BUY AND SELL 66851005

BARRY JOHN

09.02.1938 – 26.04.2022
Passed away peacefully
at Coolamon Villa. Much
loved husband of Jan
(dec). Loved father of
Bruce, Scott, Gavin, and
Tracey.
Loved brother of
Edward (dec), Carmel,
Bernadette, and Peter.
Much loved grandfather
and great-grandfather.
Barry will be sadly missed
by all family and friends.
Relatives and friends
are respectfully invited
to attend a funeral
service to be held
at St John's Catholic
Church, Mullumbimby
on Friday (May 6, 2022)
commencing at 10.30am.
Michael Currie Funerals
6684 6232

PERSONAL
SINGLE vegetarian man wants to ﬁnd
single, futuristic life-partner who
studies the future and talks much on
enlightenment. To reply ph 0427 493 954
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ÈɀƺȵȸȒȅȒƬȒƳƺדIn
(ƏɎƬǝƺƬǸȒɖɎɯǝƺȇ
ƺȇȸȒǼǼǣȇǕȒȇǼǣȇƺًɎǝƏȇǸɀɎȒz«IǼȒȒƳ«ƺǼǣƺǔIɖȇƳِ
ۏדنȒǔǔɎǝƺǔɖǼǼǔƺƺǔȒȸǕƺȇƺȸƏǼƬȒɖȸɀƺɀȒȇǼɵًȒȇƺƬȒɖȸɀƺȵƺȸȵƺȸɀȒȇً
ǔǣȸɀɎǣȇǔǣȸɀɎɀƺȸɮƺƳɖȇɎǣǼǔɖȇƳǣȇǕȸɖȇɀȒɖɎِ

גובבגזההאƫɵȸȒȇƬȒǼǼƺǕƺِȒȸǕِƏɖ

Vistara Primary School
Primary Teacher Yrs 4, 5 ,6

Maternity Leave:

From 20th June 2022 to December 20th 2022
Vistara is currently recruiting a vibrant, dedicated primary school
Ìi>V iÀÌÕÀÜ`iÀvÕÌi>°7i>Ài>ÌvÀ«ÀwÌ]dependent Primary School. There are three multi staged classrooms delivering the NESA NSW syllabus. Our classes are small
and we aim to maintain a creative and dynamic approach to
teaching and learning. Our school’s ethos and Neo Humanist
philosophy (refer to the school’s website www.vistara.nsw.edu.
>Õ®Ü V ÃÌi}À>Ìi`ÌÌ i -Ƃ -7-Þ>LÕÃ°vÞÕÛi
to work in a beautiful rural setting, with a progressive educational philosophy based on ecology, we want to hear from you. The
Ã>>ÀÞÃL>Ãi`Ì iƂÃÃV>Ìv`i«i`iÌ-V Ã -7
Hybrid Multi Enterprise Agreement.
To be considered to for an interview, it is essential that
applicants submit the following:
1. CV – including full contact details, date of birth, previous
ÃV Ã]Þi>ÀiÛiÃÌ>Õ} Ì]`ÕÀ>Ì>Ìi>V ÃV °VÕ`iÌÜ
referees from two previous schools.
2. A copy of your Dept. of Education Approval to Teach letter
3. Working with Children check number
4. NESA number and level of accreditation
Additional information may be asked for before an interview.
Email your applications to: visps@bigpond.net.au
Attention: Administrator
Applications close: May 20th 2022.
Vistara Primary School, 41 Richmond Hill Rd, Richmond Hill.
NSW 2480

www.echo.net.au

FUNERAL NOTICES

contact@thinkblinkdesign.com
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Contact: Donald W de Boer on 0477 924 888
Email resume: ddb@tlim.com.au
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TUITION
FRENCH • ITALIAN • GERMAN
Eva 0403224842
www.languagetuitionbyron.com.au

COMMUNITY DYING,
DEATH & FUNERALS EXPO
7KH%\URQ&LWL]HQRIWKH\HDU=HQLWK9LUDJRDQGWKH

SATURDAY
4TH JUNE, 2022
1DWXUDO'HDWK&DUH&HQWUH

M U L L UDQGRWKHUORFDODQGQDWLRQDORUJDQLVDWLRQVSUHVHQWD
MBIMBY CIVIC HALL 10AM-2PM
FRPPXQLW\GD\WRGLVFRYHUDQGH[SORUHWKHLQFUHGLEOH
wċýõĒýĎÃ¿¸ı

Zenith Virago of The Natural Death
VHUYLFHVDYDLODEOHLQRXU6KLUHIRUG\LQJGHDWKDQG

Care
Centre with other
local and national
IXQHUDOV
organisations present our 2nd community
day to discover and explore the incredible
services available in our Shire for dying,
death and funerals.

PETS
Jack is the
liveliest bundle
of fun you
could ever wish
to meet. He
and his siblings
are just 16
weeks old and
so excited to
ﬁnd their new
homes. Playful,
loving, and ﬁrst
class purrers,
these little fur balls will have
you smitten in seconds. How
can you resist his little face?
To meet Jack and his siblings,
please visit the Cat Adoption
Centre at 124 Dalley Street,
Mullumbimby.

Jack

OPEN: Tues 2.30–4.30pm
Thurs 3–5pm, Sat 10am–12noon.
Call AWL 0436 845 542.
Like us on Facebook!

AWL NSW Rehoming Organisation
Number: R251000222

MONTHLY MARKETS
1st SAT Brunswick Heads 0406 724 323
1st SAT Alstonville
0429 019 407
6685 6807
6628 7333

2nd SAT Flea Market, Bangalow 0490 335 498
2nd SAT Woodburn
0439 489 631

Welcome & Speakers
11am - 1pm including

Pallative Care & Medical Services
Local Hospices
Trusted Funeral Directors
End of Life & After Death Care Services
Celebrants
Death Cafe
And More

2nd SUN The Channon
2nd SUN Tabulam Hall
2nd SUN Lennox Head
2nd SUN Coolangatta

SUN Federal
0433 002 757
SUN Uki
0487 329 150
SUN Lismore Car Boot
6628 7333
SUN Ballina
0422 094 338

4th SAT Evans Head
0439 489 631
4th SAT Wilsons Creek
6684 0299
4th SAT Kyogle Bazaar kyogletogether.org.au
4th
4th
4th
4th

-ýý¿ªĪªÚîª¸îÃ
õęĎı¸ı¿ýõªęÚýõ

6688 6433
0490 329 159
6685 6807

3rd SAT Mullumbimby
6684 3370
3rd SAT Murwillumbah 0413 804 024
3rd SAT Salt Village Market, Casuarina
3rd
3rd
3rd
3rd

SUN Bangalow
6687 1911
SUN Nimbin
0475 135 764
SUN Murwillumbah 0413 804 024
SUN (in a 5 Sunday month) Coolangatta

5th SAT Flea Market, Bangalow 0490 335 498
5th SUN Nimbin
5th SUN Lennox Head

contact - zenithvirago@gmail.com

0458 506 000
6685 6807

FARMERS/WEEKLY MARKETS

DEATH NOTICES

IN MEMORIAM
Tilemachos (Archie)
KORIALOS
14 April 1912 – 4 May 1997

2-year-old
desexed male
Staffy x Bull
Terrier Oreo is an
absolute sweetie;
playful, charming,
and loving. He’s
excellent with
other dogs, chills
at home, and
loves to run at the beach.
He’s a big strong boy who
responds well to commands but
will need further training.
Oreo suffers from noise-triggered
anxiety, but with a stable, calm,
and loving environment, he is
settling beautifully.
For adoption enquiries about
this rather special boy, please
contact Shell on 0458 461 935.

OREO

MC: 991003000303485

ZEPHYR
is a 7.5 yo
American
Staffy who
will need a
large yard
or property
with good
fencing and
ZEPHYR
gate, 1.8
metres high. He’s had obedience
training in foster care. He prefers
the great outdoors.
He’s an independent dog, okay to
be left alone. Teens are okay, but no
children or other pets.
He is very protective of his home.
M/C # 943094320606517
If you can give Zephyr a
loving home. Contact Tracy on
(07) 5524 8590.
www.friendsofthepound.com/
adoption-expression-of-interest
Visit friendsofthepound.com to view
other dogs and cats looking for a home.
ABN 83 126 970 338

1st SUN Byron Bay
1st SUN Lismore Car Boot

Byron Dog Rescue (CAWI)

Each TUE New Brighton
6677 1345
Each TUE Organic Lismore
6628 1084
Each WED 7-11am M’bah
6684 7834
Each WED 3-6pm Nimbin
0475 135 764
Each WED 4-7pm Newrybar Hall
Each THU 8-11am Byron
6687 1137
Each THU 2.30-6.30pm Lismore 0450 688 900
Each FRI 7-11am Mullum
6677 1345
Each SAT 8-11am Bangalow 6687 1137
Each SAT 8-11am Duranbah Rd (Tropical Fruit World)
Each SAT 8am-1pm Uki
6679 5530
Each SAT 8.30-11am Lismore 0466 415 172
Each SAT 8.30-12am Blue Knob
Each SUN 7-11am Ballina
0493 102 137

The kitten delivery stork
continues to be busy and
the shelter is still full of
kitten cuteness. Many have
gone to forever homes, but
there are still plenty of lively
little furries just longing to
play with their own human
family. Lots of warm fuzzies
and fun await you.
All cats are desexed,
vaccinated and
microchipped.

Please make an appointment
0403 533 589 • Billinudgel
petsforlifeanimalshelter.net

SUN, MOON & TIDES
TIMES FOR NEXT 2 WEEKS

DAY, SUN MOON
HIGH
LOW
DATE MOON
RISE / RISE / TIDES,
TIDES,
(May)
PHASE SET SET height (m) height (m)

4 W

6:14 9:06
17:11 19:24

10:08 1.20
22:45 1.69

04:35 0.54
15:45 0.45

5 TH

6:15 10:00
17:10 20:12

10:45 1.13
23:23 1.63

05:20 0.58
16:18 0.52

6

6:15 10:52
17:09 21:04

11:30 1.07
16:58 0.59

06:10 0.62

7 SA

6:16 11:39
17:08 21:59

00:09 1.57
12:25 1.03

07:07 0.65
17:49 0.67

8 SU

6:17 12:21
17:08 22:55

01:03 1.51
13:42 1.02

08:11 0.65
19:00 0.72

9 M

6:17 13:00
17:07 23:52

02:08 1.48
15:08 1.07

09:14 0.63
20:24 0.73

10 TU

6:18 13:34
17:06

03:14 1.48
16:14 1.16

10:07 0.57
21:39 0.70

11 W

6:18 14:07
17:06 0:50

04:13 1.51
17:06 1.29

10:51 0.50
22:42 0.63

12 TH

6:19 14:39
17:05 1:48

05:04 1.54
17:52 1.43

11:29 0.42
23:37 0.55

13 F

6:20 15:10
17:04 2:47

05:51 1.57
18:36 1.57

12:05 0.34

14 SA

6:20 15:44 06:36 1.56 00:29 0.47
17:04 3:49 19:19 1.71 12:41 0.27

15 SU

6:21 16:21 07:21 1.53 01:20 0.40
17:03 4:54 20:03 1.83 13:18 0.22

16 M

6:21 17:04 08:07 1.48 02:12 0.36
17:03 6:02 20:49 1.92 13:57 0.20

17 TU

6:22 17:53 08:54 1.40 03:05 0.34
17:02 7:14 21:36 1.96 14:37 0.22

18 W

6:23 18:50 09:44 1.31 04:02 0.34
17:01 8:26 22:26 1.96 15:20 0.27

F

Data sourced from Bureau of
Meteorology. Times adjusted for
Daylight Savings when applicable.

ONLY ADULTS
TANTRIC ECSTATIC EXPERIENCE
0431 908 586

HOWATSON,
MARGARET
CHRISTINA

Passed away suddenly at
home in Brunswick Heads.
Much loved wife of Sam.
Margaret will be dearly
missed by all who knew her.
Michael Currie Funerals
6684 6232

EXQUISITE
Be impressed with my hot body and
warm hands. Tweed area. 0438573677

You had many challenges in
your life’s journey, and yet you
overcame them quietly.
We are inspired to honour your
eﬀorts and hard work.
Though 25 years have passed,
your spirit is with us always.
Love from your family.

Devoted to Pleasure
Ɔ

Couples, Men & Women Ɔ

touchofjustine.com

0407 013 347

BALLINA EXCLUSIVE
34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late.
In & Out Calls. 66816038. Ladies
wanted
Find us on Facebook and Twitter!
COVID SAFE

LICENSED TO THRILL
Premium Massage & Play
touchofjustine.com/byron-bay-outcalls

FULL BODY RESTORATION
Healing Through Pleasure
massagebyronbay.com or 0425347477

LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available
for your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself.
In & out. 7 days. Ladies always wanted.
0266816038. COVID SAFE

SOCIAL ESCORTS
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Backlash

A District Court judge has overturned the harsh threemonth jail sentence on Andrew George for his non-violent
environmental protest. As part of a Fireproof Australia
protest Mr George did an NRL pitch run with a smoke flare.
‘This ruling sets a precedent for other NSW magistrates
that will have climate protesters in their courts, and wish to
do the State’s dirty work and punish them with draconian
sentences that are absurd,’ say Fireproof Australia. ‘The
penalties and conditions being imposed on non-violent
Fireproof Australia supporters are harsher than many violent
criminals face’.
12 MONTH
WARRANTY
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DEVICE TRADER

1/ 130 Jonson Street Byron Bay
02 6685 5585
devicetrader.com.au

Northern Rivers
PROVEN
RESULTS
& INNOVATIVE
APPROACH TO
REAL ESTATE

Rail, Tram and Bus Union National Secretary Mark Diamond
said that, ‘Five per cent inflation is Scott Morrison’s Stupidity
Tax, and all Australians are paying it’. He explains: the five
per cent inflantion includes ‘a 13.7 per cent increase in total
transport costs, and whopping 35.1 per cent increase in the
cost of automotive fuel over the past 12 months. Blind Freddy
could have seen that petrol prices would inevitably go up, so
a sensible government would have promoted alternative fuel
vehicles and invested in public transport infrastructure to
give commuters affordable alternatives.’
Building of the new skate park in Byron Bay will begin in
June – it’s only taken 20 years and ‘hundreds of community
meetings and design workshops’. The project includes a new
amenities block as well as cultural planting and artwork,
yarning circles, shaded seating, barbeques, a bouldering wall
and a table tennis table.
A reader sent in a link to an ABC story on how Logan, south
of Brisbane is turning human waste into renewable energy.
‘Water is taken out of the sewage sludge, which is then dried
out before going into a furnace where it is burnt, and the
gases produced are used to power the facility.’ Do you agree
that this is what we need for the next incarnation of the Byron
and Mullum sewage works?

ENROL NOW
www.spaghetticircus.com
Flood scholarships available
Active Kids, Creative Kids and
Parents NSW vouchers accepted

30%#)!,)34
,%'!,,¬
ADVICE
DURING A RELATIONSHIP
BREAKDOWN

Family Law Solutions provides TQFDJBMJTU legal
advice and assistance for people during times
of marital or relationship crisis.
Christopher
McDevitt
Christopher
McDevitt
Accredited
Specialist
Accredited Specialist
in Family
Law
in Family
Law
cmcdevitt@familylawsolutions.com.au

Suite 2, Level 1 ‘Seamark’ 26-54 River Street, Ballina
6686 6899
www.familylawsolutions.com.au

6881084ap

It’s been a bit wet of late, apparently, and someone decided
to make a point about the impact of developing wetlands
and floodplains on the way into Byron, another recently
flooded Northern Rivers town. Photo Supplied

HOW TO VOTE 101
WE ARE TAKING BACK OUR NATION

3%((*+00$.+3)5Î+0!35
STEP 1: Learn about preferential voting with
marbles bit.ly/howtovotewithmarbles
STEP 2: Learn about the difference
between the House of Representatives
& Senate bit.ly/Voting101Explained
STEP 3: Look up the candidates in your
electorate aec.gov.au/election/candidates.htm
STEP 4: Research who are the
freedom loving candidates &
parties that represent your values
reignitedemocracyaustralia.com.au/myvc/
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Contact
Shaun Ahern

M 0438 584 584
E shaun.ahern@harcourts.com.au
www.harcourtsnr.com.au
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STEP 5: Use a pen (not pencil),
vote below the line and fill in all
the numbers to make sure your
vote is secure majorslast.com

STOP

MANDATING

MY LIFE

STEP 6: PUT THE MAJOR PARTIES
LAST and list all the FREEDOM LOVING
candidates / parties in positions 1, 2, 3, 4, etc.
Authorised by Moncia Smit, Melbourne, 3000

www.echo.net.au

