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Flood data shows extent 
of damage to Byron Shire 
More details have emerged 

around last year’s 

devastating floods, with 

Greens MLC Sue Higginson receiving 

answers on October 17 from ques-

tions asked on September 25 to 

NSW Minister of State, John Graham.

Yet the data provided does not 

reflect homes lost in landslides, 

or that were known to be washed 

away in the hinterland. 

According to the minister’s 

replies, 817 homes were flooded 

in Byron Shire in February/March 

2022, with 468 in Mullumbimby, 

10 in New Brighton, 183 in South 

Golden Beach, 122 in Ocean Shores, 

one in Wilsons Creek, two in Upper 

Wilsons Creek, 26 in Brunswick 

Heads, and five in Byron Bay.

Lismore City Council recorded 

1,585 flooded homes, while 1,648 

homes were flooded in Tweed Shire.

Asked how many flood-

impacted homeowners in the Byron 

Shire requested a house buyback, 

raising, or retrofit, the minister 

replied in part, ‘There have been 

977 program registrations in total 

within the Byron Shire Council area 

as of September 29, 2023’.

As for ‘how many flood-impacted 

homeowners in the Byron Shire 

have been approved for a house 

buyback, raising or retrofit’, the 

minister replied that ‘four buyback 

offers have been approved for 

homeowners in the Byron Shire 

Council area as of September 29, 

2023’. He added there have been no 

house raising or retrofit approvals in 

Byron Shire as of September 29.

Asked ‘How many flood-

impacted houses in the Byron 

Shire were uninsured, rentals or 

primary homes’, he replied, ‘This 

information is not available to the 

NSW Reconstruction Authority’.

And as for the ‘initial and ongo-

ing cost per modular home for the 

temporary housing program for 

flood-affected areas in NSW’, the 

minister replied in part that, ‘an 

average cost is unable to be calcu-

lated’, owing to, ‘Establishment and 

ongoing costs [which] vary greatly 

over location and time’. 

The minister was asked about 

the breakdown of water levels 

affecting flooded homes in Byron 

Shire. He replied that of a total of 

817, 157 homes had 1–5mm, 408 had 

5–300mm, 188 had 300–1,500mm, 

eight had 1,500–2,400mm, and two 

had >2,400mm. 

Not noted were 54 homes.

And given the flood mapping 

was changed to not include the 

2022 flood data, the minister 

admitted that ‘All 977 registered 

[Byron Shire] homeowners would 

qualify for assistance under the 

program if the criteria for assis-

tance was changed to only reflect 

impacts from the 2022 event’.

Meanwhile, a spokesperson for 

the NSW Reconstruction Authority 

told The Echo, ‘On June 13, the 

Northern Rivers Reconstruction 

Corporation (NRRC) released flood 

mapping data, which indicated 

homes prioritised for a buyback 

offer based on the greatest risk to life 

for both residents and emergency 

service responders’.

‘The flood mapping data identi-

fies locations where there is the 

greatest risk to life and predicted to 

experience more frequent, high and 

fast floods in the future’.

The Byron Bay Film Festival (BBFF) is now in full flight, with venues across Byron Bay, Lennox Head, Brunswick 

Heads and Murwillumbah screening dramas, docos, short films, surf flicks. Young filmmakers and home-

grown films are also featured. Pictured is BBFF patron and actor, Jack Thompson, with BBFF director, J’Aimee 

Skippon-Volke. For more info see page 16 or visit www.bbff.com.au. Photo Jeff ‘Silver Scream’ Dawson 

Saddle Road employment hub proposed 
Paul Bibby

A large greenfield site on the 

edge of Brunswick Heads 

would be turned into an 

employment hub featuring light 

industry, a business park and live/

work precincts, under a plan pro-

posed by a local developer.

In a proposal coming before 

this week’s Byron Council meeting, 

developer Creative Capital is seek-

ing planning permission for a multi-

use development on a 52-hectare 

area of land at 66 Saddle Road.

Creative Capital is owned by 

developer Brandon Saul, and is the 

group behind the Habitat mixed-

use development next to the Byron 

Arts and Industry Estate.

The land in question has 

previously been identified by Byron 

Council for use as industrial and 

employment land, a commodity in 

short supply in the Byron Shire.

Nevertheless, the development 

would dramatically change the 

character of the site, which cur-

rently consists of a large paddock in 

a picturesque rural setting.

The development would require 

a series of zoning changes, and the 

construction of a roundabout on 

Gulgan Road to accommodate sig-

nificant traffic entering and leaving 

the site throughout the day.

As such, the development 

requires approval not only from 

Council, but must also go through 

the state government’s ‘Gateway’ 

approval process.

The proposed development, 

which includes 6.5-hectares of built 

areas, would include a number 

of separate precincts, one for a 

business park, and another for a 

‘traditional industrial precinct’.

There would also be an area 

designated as work/live dwellings, 

which appears to be buildings where 

people can both live and work.

The proposal does not 

specify the number or exact type 

of buildings to be included in 

▶ Continued on page 3
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Paul Bibby

The bushfire in the north 

of Byron Shire will remain 

active for some time, and 

could flare up again sud-

denly, according to those 

fighting the blaze.

More than two weeks 

after the fire began in 

bushland behind the Byron 

Arts and Industrial Estate, a 

representative from the Main 

Arm rural fire brigade said it 

was now ‘in the peat’.

This means that while 

the immediate danger has 

passed, the fire is continuing 

to smoulder in the earth, a 

situation that is not uncom-

mon for bushfires that have 

burnt for an extended period 

at high intensity.

The local fire brigade 

representative said that it 

was virtually impossible for 

the smouldering fire to be 

put out by humans.

‘Fires in this state con-

tinue to be active,’ he said.

‘They can pop up again 

like unwanted house guests.

‘Unless we get 60–70mm 

of rain, we’ll need to stay 

vigilant.’

The representative said 

fire fighters were still active 

on the site, and would 

continue to be so for some 

time.

‘We’ll be using smaller 

trucks to get right in the 

forest there.

‘It’s an opportunity for 

residents to revisit and look 

at their fire plans.’

Meanwhile, the Byron Bay 

Wildlife Hospital said it had 

seen some wildlife that was 

injured in the fire.

‘Last week, we treated 

some eastern long-necked 

turtles brought in by a 

member of the public from 

outside the fire zone, with 

smoke inhalation related 

illness,’ Dr Bree Talbot told 

The Echo.

‘They are currently in 

care.

‘There was also a swamp 

wallaby, which had to be 

euthanised after trying to 

escape through barbed wire.

‘We know that there are 

some macropods with burns 

still mobile, but access to the 

fire zone is still limited by the 

incident controller for safety 

reasons,’ she said.

GOODNESS
GUARANTEED

Hans Lovejoy

Consultation letters have 

been sent to neighbours of 

58 and 60 Bangalow Road, 

Byron Bay regarding a pro-

posal by Propel Investment 

Management for 24, one 

and two bedroom dwellings 

across three buildings.

The consultation is 

required prior to lodging the 

DA, according to the letter by 

Sarah George Consulting.

‘Up to 35 native trees’ are 

slated for removal, which the 

proponent says represents 

‘less than one per cent of the 

current native trees across the 

site’. Restoration landscaping 

is proposed, with a planting of 

‘over 200 native trees’.

A common food garden, 

pool and recreation area is 

proposed.

Dedicated affordable 

housing is also included in 

the plan, ‘as per the state 

environmental planning 

policy’ (SEPP).

The neighbour, who was 

not identified, alerted The 
Echo of the proposal and 

said the 35 natives trees 

were 30-metre gum trees. 

They questioned whether 

‘cramming 60 plus people’ 

into three two-storey ‘worker 

housing at an already busy 

intersection was the right 

solution to Byron housing’.

‘What about the social and 

safety impact?’ they asked.

The Echo asked the pro-

ponent to elaborate on what 

the affordability aspect would 

be, ‘if the 24 dwellings were 

approved by Council?’

Propel Invest founder 

and MD, Mark Howard, 

said, ‘Increased number 

of one bedroom (two) and 

two bedroom (22) houses 

in a precinct of Byron Bay 

which has a relatively small 

percentage of this housing 

type. One and two bedroom 

houses are by nature smaller 

and more affordable’. 

‘The majority of one 

and two bedroom housing 

options in Byron Bay are 

situated in the precincts 

dominated by short-term let-

ting and are therefore mostly 

used for this purpose’.

As for how the ‘affordable’ 

metrics will be applied, he 

replied, ‘A minimum of five 

houses will be dedicated 

affordable houses as per the 

State Environmental Planning 
Policy (Housing) 2021 (SEPP)’.

‘The SEPP requires the 

affordable housing portion of 

the development to remain 

affordable and be managed 

by a registered community 

housing provider for a mini-

mum of 15 years.

‘The affordable housing 

must be provided to eligible 

households by a registered 

community housing pro-

vider. Eligible households 

must be very low to moder-

ate income earners, and rent 

is set as a proportion of the 

household’s income (up to 

30 per cent of their before tax 

income for rent)’.  

Howard added, ‘Given the 

shape of the site, most of the 

land is situated to the rear, 

away from the streetscape, 

allowing the buildings to be 

designed in a way to create a 

visual appearance of just six 

townhouses from Bangalow 

Road. 

‘We are very keen to under-

stand more about how the 

community would like to best 

use this location to respond 

to the current housing crises’, 

Howard said. 

Bruns-Byron fire crews. Photo Main Arm Fire Brigade
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Professional fitting service

Book a tour of our school by visiting our 
website at hinterland.nsw.edu.au 

or call 02 6684 1559

If you want your children to 
flourish academically, socially, 
and emotionally, Hinterland 
Christian College is the best 
school for you.
Within our safe and 
environmentally sustainable 
facilities you will find a 
dedicated team of high-
performance teachers that 
are passionate and committed to growing socially 
responsible and well-educated human beings.

LOVING 
VETCARE

MyVet Byron Bay
6685 6899   www.myvetbyronbay.com.au

Cruel Sea smash it for wildlife
Dominic Feain

One might have been for-

given for thinking the Cruel 

Sea chose Byron Bay’s notori-

ously receptive and forgiving 

punters for their first gig back 

in more than a decade.

Instead, the Green 

Room’s near two thousand 

fans were floored by a well-

oiled machine at the peak 

of its power.

The unexpectedly tight 

(and very loose) Cruel Sea 

returned to its spiritual 

heartland last Saturday night 

to support the Byron Bay 

Wildlife Hospital, who went 

into a financial tailspin after 

funding promised by the NSW 

Nationals prior to the March 

election was rejected by the 

incoming Labor government.  

The feel-good vibes were 

flowing from the start. 

Byron’s barely-birthed 

Loose Content might have 

possibly been the best new 

band I’ve never not seen 

before, while Magic Dirt’s 

enigmatic Adalita wooed, 

warmed and won us over 

with just an electric guitar 

and a bucketful of lush open 

chords.

By the time the boys 

took to the stage, the 

collective crowd of dubious 

demographics were dancing, 

grinning and singing word-

for-word as one.

Gesticulating Tex
 Tex crooned and 

gesticulated through the 

cream of the back catalogue 

at his rockstar best, filling 

the spaces in between with 

a whole-lot-of-love and self-

deprecating anecdotes.

Jim Elliot steadied the 

ship as usual in his rock solid 

Charlie Watts kinda way, 

backed by Kenny Gormly 

absolutely flogging his bass 

like a lead guitarist, while 

Dan Rumour injected sparks 

of new life into a dozen riffs 

and tunes long burned into 

our collective memory.

And a special mention to 

new guy Matt Walker who 

admirably and respectfully 

filled the unfillable place of 

the very beautiful, late James 

Cruickshank. Suffice to say 

we bussed out spent; left it 

all out on the dance floor.

A Byron Bay Wildlife 

Hospital spokesperson told 

The Echo, ‘Our estimate 

is that we raised close to 

$100,000’. 

‘This is incredibly hearten-

ing and important, and a 

real shot in the arm for our 

veterinary team to know how 

much community support 

they have. It helps sustain 

our efforts to stay operating 

at current capacity; however, 

we still need the certainty of 

funding from the NSW gov-

ernment, which we continue 

to make our case for’.

the development.

However, it indicates 

that the floor space ratio 

for the areas set aside for 

employment land would be 

0.9:1, which is the ratio that 

typically applies in the Byron 

Arts and Industry Estate.

There will also be a height 

limit of 11.5m for three of the 

precincts, well above the 

9m height limit that applies 

across most of the Shire.

The developer says this 

will minimise the need for 

earthworks, and that there 

will reportedly be ‘minimal 

impact’ on the visual amenity 

of surrounding landowners.

The developer’s planning 

proposal states that buildings 

will be focused on areas with 

limited environmental signifi-

cance. It also intends to reveg-

etate and repair large tracts of 

land to include rainforest, wet 

eucalypt forest, and forested 

wetlands.

Nonetheless, some 

vegetation removal will be 

required to facilitate the 

development, including 

the removal of a number of 

native trees and a portion of 

‘disturbed wetland area’ at 

the west of the site.

The developer’s traffic 

assessment found that the 

development would create 

thousands of additional 

traffic movements into and 

around the site every week.

Yet, an analysis of the 

impact of the development 

on the three existing inter-

sections near the subject site 

found that ‘traffic impacts 

are acceptable’.

However, the analysis 

also found that the existing 

capacity issues at Mullum-

bimby Road and Tandys Lane 

were likely to be intensified 

owing to a ‘predicted traffic 

increase of approximately 

two per cent to 5.5 per cent’.

The developer has given 

Council a ‘letter of offer’ 

to enter into a planning 

agreement to fund the con-

struction of the roundabout 

at Gulgan Road to facilitate 

vehicle access to the site.

Council staff have 

recommended approval 

after a number of minor 

amendments.

Matt Walker, Tex Perkins and Kenny Gormly. Photo Jeff ‘Jesus Christ What A Pose’ Dawson

Saddle Road employment hub proposed
▶ Continued from page 1
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ALSO HOMEWARES, ELECTRICAL, MANCHESTER & CLOTHING

0457 192 225
For FURNITURE PICKUPS... please TEXT 

your name, address & photos of  donations. 

Your donations make our charity projects possible.

2 Grevillia St. Byron Industrial (next to Bunnings)
GLOBAL RIPPLE OP SHOP

A small group of supporters, led by activist Gareth Smith, called for justice in Gaza at 

Railway Park on Saturday. Photo Jeff Dawson

Story & photo David Lowe

The first sod was turned on 

Monday for construction 

of the new $2.8 million 

Northern Rivers Wildlife 

Hospital on five acres at Lin-

dendale Road, Wollongbar, 

attracting supporters of all 

political stripes and other 

well-wishers from across the 

wildlife care community.

The Northern Rivers 

Wildlife Hospital (NRWH) is 

separate, and not affiliated 

with the Byron Bay Wildlife 

Hospital (BBWH).

Former NSW Liberal MLC, 

Catherine Cusack, told The 
Echo it had been an ‘absolute 

joy’ to join the board of 

the hospital and lend her 

support to the project. 

She praised the dedicated 

wildlife carers of the region, 

adding there was ‘nothing 

more voiceless than wildlife’. 

She said it would benefit 

the various rescue and care 

groups to have ‘one big voice 

advocating for everyone’.

In her speech, she noted 

that back in 2003 she had 

been the only female MP in 

the region, a situation that has 

now dramatically changed. ‘I 

believe you ladies are making 

such a difference,’ she said.

NSW Greens MLC, Sue 

Higginson, then spoke about 

the role of ‘an incredible 

giant’ in the shape of the 

late Tony Gilding, formerly of 

the Macadamia Castle and 

various international wildlife 

groups, who had pressed on 

her the necessity for a local 

wildlife hospital, in addition 

to habitat protection.

‘They needed critical 

immediate care in order to 

survive,’ said Ms Higginson. 

‘We’re here today as a result 

of incredible partnership, 

politics from all sides, com-

munity from all sides, and 

government coming in and 

backing the community.

‘But without a doubt, the 

wildlife carers; it’s their tenac-

ity, their vision, and the main-

tenance of their support and 

hope for this project that’s 

delivered us here today.’

NRWH board member, 

and wildlife vet nurse Kim 

Hollis-Simpson spoke about 

the hospital as a dream 

come true, with the facility to 

include state-of-the-art sur-

geries, rehabilitation facilities, 

gardens to support feeding 

the patients, and a large 

flat area to deal with mass 

casualties during disasters.

Wildlife vehicle
Ms Hollis-Simpson was 

presented with the keys to 

the new wildlife transport 

vehicle, which was funded by 

a Community Building Part-

nership grant, with additional 

signage and fit-out work pro-

vided by the Northern Rivers 

Community Foundation.

Lorraine Vass, from 

Friends of the Koala and also 

a board member of the new 

hospital, said the new facility 

showed the Northern Rivers 

was leading the way with 

wildlife care, both in NSW 

and nationally.

The Northern Rivers 

Wildlife Hospital  is expected 

to be open in April 2024. 

Visit www.nrwh.com.au 

for more information.

Hans Lovejoy

A small group of supporters 

called for justice in Gaza at 

Railway Park on Saturday.

And while there were no 

reported incidents at the vigil, 

a local woman who danced 

wearing an indigenous 

Palestinian keffiyeh scarf on 

the nearby traffic island said 

she was verbally threatened 

by Israeli sympathisers.

While her entire body was 

covered and her face hidden, 

she told The Echo she was 

concerned for her safety.

She said that she was 

‘inspired by protests occurring 

worldwide that are in solidar-

ity with Palestine, and a deep 

cry for a ceasefire and peace’.

The woman said her 

actions were an ‘attempt to 

jolt us out of habitual, con-

sumerist thinking patterns 

and into action’. 

‘It was met with support 

and love for Palestine, but 

also with confusion and 

anger. As an artist, I expected 

this, and feel my work in part 

is to evoke and hold space for 

everyone’s internal reactions.

‘The photographer I was 

with and myself were not 

prepared for later being 

verbally attacked, literally 

inches away from our faces, 

with violent accusations 

and threats. Tolerance and 

freedom of speech are the 

most important qualities we 

can administer right now. 

‘Myself and my family in 

no way should be threatened 

in our shared community. 

‘The most important thing 

right now is that people in 

Gaza need fresh water. Their 

desalination stations have 

been shut down, and people 

are dying of thirst. 

‘I urge everyone in the 

community to give to chari-

ties like Red Cross (www.icrc.

org/en), Save the Children 

(www.savethechildren.org), 

Humaniti (wearehumaniti.

org), and Médecins Sans 

Frontières, (www.msf.org). 

We need to get water and aid 

to the people in Gaza’. 

Peaceful protest against Middle 
East violence held Sat 

From left: Ballina Greens MP, Tamara Smith; Lismore Labor MP Janelle Saffin; Ballina 

Mayor Sharon Cadwallader; NSW Greens MLC, Sue Higginson and former NSW Liberal MLC, 

Catherine Cusack (speaking). 

Northern Rivers Wildlife 
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Paul Bibby

As the dust settles on Byron 

Council’s court victory over 

a controversial development 

proposed for the main street 

of Suffolk Park, residents are 

wondering what it means for 

the site, the village and the 

Shire more generally.

For two years, a 

determined group of Suffo 

residents campaigned 

against plans for two new 

three-storey buildings con-

taining units, townhouses 

and commercial space at 

9–15 Clifford Street.

Their argument, that 

the development would 

have multiple negative 

consequences for the town, 

including traffic, parking, 

amenity, and aesthetic and 

environmental impacts was 

corroborated by Council, 

which gave the application 

short shrift.

When the developer, Syd-

ney-based property group 

Denwol Pty Ltd, appealed 

this decision to the Land and 

Environment Court, residents 

held their breath.

The relief was palpable 

when Commissioner Dixon 

dismissed the appeal 

earlier this month, citing the 

destruction of a collection of 

protected cypress pines as 

the primary reason.

Now, attention is turning 

to the significance of the 

decision, both for the site 

itself, for Suffolk Park, and 

the region more broadly.

Denwol has 28 days to 

lodge a further appeal and 

the head of the company 

Phillip Wolanski AM told The 
Echo this week that Denwol 

was ‘still contemplating and 

considering the detail of the 

Commissioner’s decision’. 

‘Accordingly, we intend to 

make a decision on the appro-

priate path forward when we 

have been able to properly 

digest and absorb the content 

of it,’ Mr Wolanski said.

Suffolk Park Progress 

Association member, Lynne 

Richardson, said that what-

ever happened at the site, 

she and the other residents 

hoped it would be ‘consist-

ent with the village character 

of Suffolk Park’.

‘We’re not set up to be a 

defacto tourism community.’

The court’s decision 

will act as a precedent for 

any future plans, at least 

providing protection for 

the cypress pines on the 

site, and potentially also 

limiting the future size and 

scale of any future proposed 

development.

Whether this precedent 

will ripple out into Suffolk 

Park more generally remains 

to be seen.

Over the past five years, 

Suffo has experienced the 

type of gentrification experi-

enced by much of the Shire.

It has undoubtedly 

changed the character of the 

village.

‘We’re not anti-tourism, 

but we are anti-congestion 

and anti-overdevelopment,’ 

Ms Richardson says. 

The residents hope that 

the recent court decision 

might deter other developers 

from putting forward such 

large plans in future.

But they say the real 

opportunity is for the deci-

sion to galvanise the local 

community and Council.

‘This is an emblematic 

fight – the battle to preserve 

our villages,’ Ms Richardson 

says. ‘I think we’re at a 

critical point… we are either 

going to look at a level play-

ing field where community 

concerns are addressed, or 

just throw our hands up and 

say “developers always win”. 

‘Well I think this decision 

proves that developers don’t 

always win.’

Richard Mordaunt, artist Oral Roberts and Council’s Andy 

Erskine at the installation of the artworks. Photo supplied The court rejected this vision for Suffolk Park by Sydney-

based developer, Denwol. Photo from DA

Eve Jeffery

A small group gathered at the 

rotunda at the Mullumbimby 

Gateway on Saturday, Octo-

ber 14 to celebrate the instal-

lation of three paintings by 

Widjabal man, Oral Roberts, 

on what were once the plain 

black walls of the rotunda.

The Mullumbimby 

Gateway project was opened 

on August 24, 2020 with the 

burying of a time capsule, 

and the installation of a new 

totem pole carved by world-

renowned environmental 

artist, Tonu Shanewas.

A refurbished rotunda 

also featured an eight-metre 

panorama of the region, 

painted by Daniel Hend and 

local Indigenous artists Delta 

Kay, Nickolla Clark and Belle 

Arnold. Early colonial history 

of Mullumbimby was also 

included in the artwork.

Richard Mordaunt from 

the Mullumbimby Gateway 

Association said that being 

on such a dangerous corner, 

not nearly enough people 

have visited the space since 

then. ‘We keep on trying to 

improve it. Oral Roberts’ 

paintings, installed on 

National Referendum day, 

have certainly done that’. 

‘It will become a true 

Indigenous icon and a great 

place to visit at the entrance 

to Mullumbimby. Council has 

promised a new roundabout 

and parking area.’
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ELECTRICAL SAFETY RECALL

1300 677 273 productau@lgensol.com

www.lghomebattery.com.au/isyourbatterysafe
Is Your Battery Safe?

RESU 3.3 RESU 13

S/A Gen2 1P

RESU 6.5

RESU 7H TYPE R S/A Gen2 2P

RESU 10

RESU 10H Type C, R

Is your LG home battery safe?

We are: 
• the first carbon neutral dental 

practice in Australia, one of a 
handful worldwide.

• powered by the sun.
• paper free.

We use: 
• technology to limit our carbon 

footprint.
• an electric van to transport 

materials and equipment 
between practices.

We:
• upcycle all our used gloves 

into kid’s playground equip-
ment.

• recycle all YOUR used dental 
products - drop them to the 
front desk anytime.

• sterilise & re-use our stainless- 
steel patient cups and suction 
tips. 

• used low or no VOC products 
and materials in our fit out, 
creating a healthy, light filled 
space for us and you! 

Anything left on our carbon 
footprint is offset by local gold 
standard carbon credits.

Carbon Neutral since 2019

19/5 Easy St, Byron Bay
60 Stuart St, Mullumbimby

02 6694 3083 
omearadental.com.au

Its not just the oral environment 
we are passionate about!

Day of the Dead returns October 29
Seventeen years ago, the 

Natural Death Care Centre 

(NDCC) saw the need for a 

non-religious, community 

ceremony to remember and 

honour those loved ones 

who have died.  

Members of the NDCC and 

friends came together and 

held the first Day of the Dead 

ceremony and event in Herit-

age Park, Mullum.

All are welcome to this 

year’s Day of the Dead 

celebrations, to be held from 

3 to 5pm on Sunday, October 

29, at the fig trees, Heritage 

Park, Mullumbimby.

Celebrant and Death-

walker, Zenith Virago 

facilitates the event, and 

says, ‘Over those 17 years, 

hundreds of people have 

come with their photos, 

mementos, even the ashes of 

their families and friends. 

Healing journey 
‘This year, so many people 

have not been able to be 

with their loved ones, either 

when they died, or at the 

funeral ceremony. Coming 

together into the collective is 

a powerful step in the heal-

ing journey of loss’.

She says that although it 

has the same name as the 

South American celebration, 

‘this is a uniquely Australian 

cultural experience, open 

to any religion, spirituality, 

belief or culture’.

‘It’s an opportunity to 

celebrate and create positive 

social and cultural change. 

It is a wonderful way to 

introduce children to death 

and bereavement in a gentle 

and positive way’. 

Artist Sam Collyer will also 

be on hand ‘to inspire, guide 

and help with her organically 

themed and sustainable 

creativity’. 

‘You are invited and 

encouraged to bring 

photographs or a special 

something for the shrine, as 

well as writing messages for 

loved ones. Bring a blanket, 

or chair, if it is a sunny day, 

bring a hat’.  

Zenith will conduct an 

inclusive ceremony of ‘love 

and remembrance’ at 4pm, 

accompanied by the Biggest 

Little Town Choir.  

‘Children are welcome, 

but please keep them with 

you during the ceremony’. 

Zenith adds, ‘We offer 

this day towards healing 

and acceptance. Death is the 

natural and sacred end of 

our lives, those we love are 

always a part of our lives as 

they continue to live on in 

our hearts.’

For more info, visit www.

naturaldeathcarecentre.org 

or their Facebook page. 

Deathwalker, Zenith Virago at a past Day of the Dead 

celebration. Photo Jeff Dawson
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Brunswick Heads librarian, 

Mark Seiffert, is the overall 

winner of this year’s Simple 

Pleasures Photo Competi-

tion, with his entry ‘Fog 

Captain’, taken on the Bruns 

River on a cold morning.

Seiffert loves to take 

photos, and often shares his 

beautiful shots of Bruns on 

the local Facebook page. 

He is currently taking 

photos of locals, and telling 

their stories though his page 

‘Humans of Bruns’.

In its 18th year, the 

competition is still a much-

loved local event – around 

80 entries were judged 

this year by photographer 

Davina Bambrick, John 

Humphries from the Hotel 

Brunswick, and The Echo’s 

Eve Jeffery.

Awards at pub
On Friday, presentations 

were made at the Hotel 

Brunswick. The winner in 

the children’s category was 

10-year-old Heath from 

Ocean Shores, whose photo 

of a seagull was a favourite 

of the judges. 

In the adult category, a 

stylish and dramatic photo of 

the lifesaver’s tower before 

a storm was the winning 

entry, by Pottsville resident, 

Damian Rousch.

Rousch told The Echo that 

photography is his way to 

connect with nature, and 

to better see thing he previ-

ously didn’t notice.

Bruns librarian, Mark Seiffert, with his winning photo ‘Fog Captain’. Photo Tree Faerie

Connecting to nature through a lens
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Freedom of speech event Oct 30
The second What’s Going 

On event will examine 

freedom of speech ‘and the 

government’s plans for you’, 

at the Byron RSL Club on 

Monday, October 30, from 

6.30 pm.

Organiser David Warth 

told The Echo, ‘Following on 

from the very well attended 

first event, we will be exam-

ining the highly controversial 

move by the federal Labor 

government to expand 

the powers of Australian 

Communications and Media 

Authority (ACMA) to combat 

online misinformation and 

disinformation’. 

‘Michael Williamson will 

be the speaker. 

‘Michael has recently 

moved to the area and 

is a practising chartered 

accountant, who has worked 

in the international technol-

ogy sector for over 30 years. 

‘Privately, he is focused 

on geopolitics, globalism 

and the role of government 

in society.

Who determines 
the truth? 

‘The question of who 

determines the truth in 

complex matters confronting 

our society is raising alarm. 

The Australian Human Rights 

Commission has come out 

with serious concerns about 

why the misinformation bill 

risks the freedoms it aims to 

protect. This proposed leg-

islation is fast becoming one 

of the major issues facing the 

democratic aspirations of 

our society. 

‘All are welcome to come 

and hear the facts on the 

proposed changes to online 

censorship in Australia. 

Warth adds, ‘The implica-

tions of these changes will be 

discussed, and the event will 

be open to questions’.

underpinning future housing
Two executive Council staff 

members are refusing to 

provide the public with a 

water and sewer infrastruc-

ture review for Mullumbimby 

and Brunswick Heads, which 

is required to support future 

housing supply. 

In the upcoming Council 

agenda for October 26 (page 

140), Cr Duncan Dey asked if 

it was available to the public, 

to which Director Sustainable 

Environment and Economy, 

Shannon Burt, and Director 

Infrastructure Services, Phil 

Holloway, replied, ‘Technical 

review documents to support 

strategy work are for internal 

use only, and not available to 

the public’. 

No further explanation 

was provided. 

The question was in 

relation to Council’s Housing 

Options Paper, which is now 

on public exhibition, and 

is a prelude to a refreshed 

Residential Strategy.

They repeated the same 

answer when Cr Dey asked 

when Council’s Water & Sewer 

Advisory Committee would 

receive the information. 

The staff members did say 

the review indicates there is 

capacity for increased loads 

on the Brunswick Valley 

sewage treatment plant. 

Can Council deliver Indigenous homes?  
Paul Bibby

Byron Shire Council would 

undertake a suite of meas-

ures to ensure that local 

Aboriginal people owned 

housing on Country, under 

a motion to be put to this 

week’s Council meeting.

The motion, from Labor 

councillor Asren Pugh, 

proposes embedding the 

delivery of Aboriginal-owned 

housing for Aboriginal 

people within the objectives 

and actions of all of Council’s 

residential strategies.

As part of this process the 

Shire’s Residential Lands 

Strategy, which is currently 

being reviewed, would be 

amended to include specific 

areas for housing that would 

be owned and occupied by 

Aboriginal people.

‘In meetings with Arakwal 

representatives… it has been 

expressed that the two most 

important issues facing Arak-

wal members are housing 

and jobs,’ Cr Pugh said in his 

written comments in support 

of the motion.

‘Without housing on 

Country, Arakwal members 

cannot effectively engage 

with the community or Coun-

cil consultation processes, 

they cannot enjoy the public 

art they have created’. 

‘Native title holders have 

an intrinsic right to live on 

Country, and we as a Council 

have a pivotal role to play in 

ensuring that happens.’

Cr Pugh said that while 

there were already some Abo-

riginal housing initiatives and 

processes being undertaken 

by Council staff, this needed 

to be made a priority, with 

tangible goals and outcomes 

being set and achieved.

‘Our Residential Strategy 

spends a lot of time talk-

ing about the importance 

of living on Country, but 

includes no targets or 

mechanisms to make it 

happen,’ Cr Pugh said.

‘Rather, it focuses on 

consultation with Aboriginal 

people when people want 

to develop on their land. It 

also needs to be made clear 

that this is about the rights 

of native title holders to live 

on Country, not just through 

programs designed for low-

socioeconomic members of 

the community.’

But Council staff said a 

process is already in place to 

achieve the goal of housing 

Aboriginal people on Coun-

try, and that it was being 

undertaken in direct con-

sultation with the different 

local Aboriginal stakeholder 

groups.

Council’s Director of Sus-

tainable Environment and 

Economy, Shannon Burt, 

said it was these Aboriginal 

organisations that were 

best placed to advise on 

needs, priorities and goals, 

and to guide the design and 

delivery of programs to meet 

these goals.

‘However, they cannot do 

all the work, particularly in the 

housing space, and neither 

can Council,’ Ms Burt said.

Ms Burt also noted 

that the Residential Lands 

Strategy already contained 

principles and actions rel-

evant to Aboriginal housing 

on Country, which would be 

able to be updated during 

the current review.

This was consistent with 

other state and regional 

plans that also contained 

measures to address Aborigi-

nal housing, Ms Burt said.

Ms Burt also noted that 

local government had 

little ability to influence 

either Aboriginal housing 

on Country, or the broader 

overall housing crisis, 

compared to other levels of 

government.
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Legendary producer, Jim Bonnefond, speaks to local musicians and music-lovers at 

MixArtist studio in Mullumbimby. Photo supplied

Paul Bibby

For more than 45 years, 

‘Celebration’ by Kool & the 

Gang has been a massive 

party favourite – drawing 

people inexorably onto the 

dance floor.

On October 18, the 

legendary producer who 

recorded the famous track 

came to Mullumbimby to 

share the story behind it.

Jim Bonnefond took 

centre stage at the MixArtist 

studio before an audience 

of local musicians and 

music-lovers.

Bonnefond, who is also 

renowned for his work with 

the Cockroaches, and Savage 

Garden, explored the iconic 

hit layer by layer.

In-depth insights 
‘Jim played the original 

recordings through the 

mixing desk, giving us 

in-depth insights into the 

sound of each isolated 

recording signal,’ said the 

founder and head engineer 

at MixArtist, Jan Muths.

‘He also told us the story 

of how he and Kool & The 

Gang recorded the song. It 

was a pretty amazing oppor-

tunity for local musicians 

– we got an insight into the 

making of the track straight 

from the maestro himself.’

In addition to Bonne-

fond’s wisdom, the evening 

saw the launch of the 

updated Byron Shire’s Music 

Industry Directory webpage. 

The resource brings all the 

essential contacts that local 

musicians need together in 

one place. Visit www.mix-

artist.com.au for more info.

Big time producer shares knowledge 
– in Mullum!
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Lennox vet helps 

animals beyond 

borders
Lennox Head-based vet Toni 

Kealy recently returned from 

a trip to Vanuatu, where she 

was volunteering with the 

international animal charity 

organisation Vets Beyond 

Borders.

Tweed’s environment 

heroes recognised 

at the 2023 Tweed 

Sustainability Awards 

ceremony
Last week’s biennial 2023 

Tweed Sustainability Awards 

celebrated people who made 

a demonstrable difference by 

protecting or enhancing the 

natural environment.

Coming at koalas 

from two sides

Friends of the Koala is calling 

on all levels of government 

to step up to help protect the 

iconic species in the midst 

of a threatening bushfire 

season.

New DA ‘withdrawal 

guidelines’
The NSW Labor government 

have announced new DA 

withdrawal guidelines for 

councils in an attempt to 

‘boost housing supply’.

Northbound M1 

closed – truck on fire 

at Stotts Creek
A truck on fire halted busy 

Monday peak-hour traffic 

in the northbound lane of 

the M1 south of Stotts Creek 

on the approach to Cudgen 

Road Tunnel.

North Coast News

Eve Jeffery

It has been 100 years since 

the Murwillumbah Philhar-

monic Society and it’s associ-

ated choir and orchestra 

began and this year they are 

celebrating.

In May 1923, a meeting 

was held to form a com-

mittee to begin a local 

community choir in Murwil-

lumbah. A committee was 

then established and this 

led to the formation of the 

Murwillumbah Philharmonic 

Society, the society included 

the choir and an orchestra.

This committee also 

led to the formation of the 

Murwillumbah Music Festival, 

now known as the Murwil-

lumbah Festival of Perform-

ing Arts Society Inc.

Music Director, Heather 

Martin OAM said it’s hard to 

believe it’s been 100 years. 

‘It’s true – 100 years ago!’

Two recesses
‘The choir had two 

recesses, the first being 

during World War II and the 

second during the late 50s 

and 60s, I believe because of 

television coming to town.

Ms Martin said this current 

third formation of the choir 

began in 1979 and has contin-

ued for 44 years with a minor 

recess of two years because 

of Covid-19 lockdowns. ‘The 

first two choirs travelled 

locally and to Brisbane 

and Grafton, competing in 

eisteddfodau and performing 

in prestigious local events. 

The choir will celebrate its 

100 years with a concert at 

All Saints Anglican Church, 

Murwillumbah on Sunday, 

December 3 at 2.30pm. If you 

would like to participate in 

this performance and have 

been a past member, please 

contact Heather Martin 

(heatherarbil@gmail.com).

Read full story on The Echo
online: www.echo.net.au.au.

The Murwillumbah Philharmonic Society Choir in its current incarnation.

Dancing stars raise over $60,000 for cancer
Contestants shook their 

booties as they took to the 

floor for the Stars of Northern 

Rivers Dance for Cancer 

fundraiser.

The Cancer Council NSW 

hosted the gala show at the 

Byron Theatre raising over 

$60,000 for cancer research. 

The Highest Fundraiser 

trophy went to Stevey Arena 

from Sugar Beach Ranch 

Ballina, and her teacher 

Briony Guest from Byron 

Ballet School.

They are all stars – the dancers and their teachers at 

Byron Theatre.

Aslan Shand

The first Disabled Surfers 

Association NSW Far North 

Coast (DSAFNC) event for the 

year at Evans Head brought 

joy to around 40 participants 

who had great fun getting on 

a board. 

The DSAFNC run five free 

events per year between 

October and March across 

five locations up and down 

the Far North Coast from 

Byron Bay to Yamba.

‘We had about 110 people 

including participants, carers 

and volunteers on Saturday 

(Oct 14),’ said Dylan Chisholm, 

President of the DSAFNC. 

‘The conditions were 

amazing with super light 

winds and light swells. We 

ran three groups and got lots 

of waves.’ 

Volunteers needed 
The next event will take 

place at Lennox Head and 

volunteers are needed to 

ensure there is plenty of care 

for everyone who wants to 

get involved. 

To volunteer or find 

out more information 

you can go to the DSAFNC 

Facebook page or check out 

the Disabled Surfers Asso-

ciation of Australia website: 

www.disabledsurfers.org.

Around 110 people including participants, carers and volunteers 

got in on the surfing on Saturday, 14 October at Evans Head. 

Photo Disabled Surfers Association NSW Far North Coast

Drinking water in Ballina’s 
open spaces to be prioritised
Mia Armitage

Ballina Shire Council staff are 

to make sure all open spaces 

and parks in the shire have 

access to drinking water, 

starting with an audit of cur-

rent availability.

Councillors agreed to the 

plan at September’s ordinary 

meeting via a motion from 

Independent Cr Jeff Johnson.

Cr Johnson had called for 

the audit and for drinking 

water to be a priority in terms 

of funding investigations for 

the 2024/25 Delivery Program 

and Operational Plan’.

Cr Bruem had called for a 

report on options for a plan 

to fulfil the goal of available 

drinking water at all Ballina 

Council open spaces.

The conservatively-

aligned councillor agreed to 

second a longer version of 

the typically more progressive 

Cr Johnson’s motion, with his 

motion added to the list.

Read full story on The Echo
online: www.echo.net.au.

Evans Head sees great turnout 
for Disabled Surfers event

Celebrating 100 years of the 
Murwillumbah Philharmonic Society
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Join us for
morning tea
Looking for a warm and vibrant 
retirement community with an active 
lifestyle? You are invited to take a tour 
of the charming pet-friendly 
RSL LifeCare Chauvel Retirement 
Village and enjoy morning tea with our 
friendly residents.

Refurbished modern apartments 
available from just $255,000.

RSL LifeCare Chauvel Retirement Village

Wednesday 8th November 2023
10am 12pm
1 Star Avenue, Goonellabah NSW 2480

RSVP for catering purposes, call 0484 927 401
or email susan.johnson@rsllifecare.org.au 

Doors open 5:30 | Trivia starting 6:30
Food available at 100 Mile Table Canteen

Glitter stall

DRAG TRIVIA

PRESENTS

Tickets $15

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26TH

New homelessness program welcomed 
Not-for-profit organisation 

Social Futures has described 

the news that an assertive 

outreach homelessness 

program is coming to Byron 

Bay as a ‘highly effective 

way to break the cycle of 

homelessness’.

Social Futures say it has 

been part of the Tweed 

Heads assertive outreach 

program since it arrived in 

that shire in 2019. 

NSW Minister for Home-

lessness Rose Jackson 

announced on October 12 

that the service would be 

extended into Byron Bay.

And while the Department 

of Communities and Justice 

is yet to provide any details of 

the new outreach program’s 

budget and staff after being 

asked by The Echo, Social 

Futures CEO Tony Davies gave 

further details.

Byron initiative
Davies told The Echo, 

‘Homelessness workers 

travel to areas used by 

people who are homeless 

and rough sleeping and 

explain how assertive out-

reach works,’ Mr Davies said.

‘Once signed up to the 

program, every participant 

gets a program worker, and 

a personalised plan to meet 

their often-complex needs. 

The priority is to get them 

into temporary accom-

modation first, but assertive 

outreach also delivers 

wraparound supports.

‘This can include referrals 

to healthcare professionals 

such as doctors and dentists, 

help completing an NDIS 

application (where needed) 

and connections to other 

service providers, such as 

drug and alcohol treatment.

‘The key aim is to support 

the individual to develop 

the skills to maintain 

long-term accommodation 

opportunities.’

Mr Davies said assertive 

outreach workers offer 

person-centred care.

‘The case management 

is collaborative and holistic. 

Each plan is developed 

around the person’s unique 

needs,’ he said.

‘People who have been 

sleeping rough for years may 

have experienced trauma or 

addiction or mental health 

challenges – that’s why an 

integrated and coherent 

response is needed and 

that’s what assertive out-

reach delivers.

‘The worker supports 

participants to reset so they 

gain the skills to maintain a 

long-term tenancy.

‘Social Futures has been 

delivering homelessness 

services in Byron Bay since 

2014, and has been support-

ing the Northern Rivers for 

47 years’.

Photo www.socialfutures.org.au
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Healing in a post-truth world
A great sorrow is upon our 

land.  

The week of silence after 

rejection of the Voice is now over, 

but the grieving doesn’t end there.

Will Peter Dutton and his Liberal-

Nationals coalition members now 

seek a rapprochement with First 

Nations people after the ‘victory’ 

in convincing fellow Australians to 

slap away the generous hand of 

friendship? 

It seems not. Having used disin-

formation to demonise the Voice, 

supported eagerly by his allies in 

the Murdoch media, he appears 

to want to double down on his 

negativity, judging by his actions in 

parliament last week.

Former PM Tony Abbott, Dut-

ton’s old boss and now Murdoch 

lackey, applauds Dutton’s ‘brave 

decision’ and in an article in The 
Australian, insists we now need a 

full policy reset.

British-born Abbott says, 

‘Meanwhile, if the people’s vote is 

to be respected, it should mean 

abandoning or at least scaling 

back, recent concessions to separa-

tism: such as flying the Aboriginal 

flag co-equally with the national 

one (as if Australia is a country 

of two nations); and the routine 

acknowledgement of country by 

all speakers at official events (as 

if those whose ancestry stretches 

beyond 1788 are more Australian 

than everyone else).’

If Dutton has his way in the 

future, there will be no truth telling, 

no treaty and of course no voice. 

As with Abbott, assimilation would 

still be the order of the day. 

Small consolation 
It was a small consolation to 

learn that 67 per cent of the people 

of Byron Shire voted ‘Yes’ to the 

Voice. The ‘Yes’ vote went to a high 

of 75 per cent in enlightened Suffolk 

Park. The more conservative areas 

of the Richmond electorate dragged 

us down into a majority ‘No’ vote.

So, what happens now? 

Politically perhaps not very much. 

Anthony Albanese has expended 

a lot of political capital and many 

millions of dollars courageously 

fulfilling his promise to bring the 

Voice to a referendum. 

It may well have succeeded if 

Dutton hadn’t used First Nations 

people as political pawns. The bliz-

zard of lies from the ‘No’ side would 

not have been as heavy if it had 

been bipartisan. 

Shrill campaign 
Pauline Hanson and virulent 

racists would still have run a shrill 

campaign, and perhaps Clive Palmer 

and Gina Rinehart would have 

funded it, but the Murdoch media 

would have been more circumspect.

Now there’s an urgent need 

to pass legislation to ensure 

truth in advertising, particularly 

during publicly-funded election 

campaigns.

Those saddened by the result can 

take some comfort from knowing 

40 per cent of Australians weren’t 

fooled by the lies, including the spin 

that First Nations people didn’t 

support the Voice when the results 

clearly show the majority did. 

It’s up to us as a wider com-

munity to listen to our Aboriginal 

sisters and brothers and acknowl-

edge how deeply damaging this 

has been for them. 

We can start the healing right 

here in Byron Shire, by listening 

and acting. 

Changing inappropriate names 

could be a start. Byron Bay is actu-

ally Cavanbah, meeting place, and 

was for thousands of years. 

It has only been named Byron 

Bay officially since 1894. Captain 

Cook named Cape Byron, as he 

passed in 1770, after fellow global 

navigator Captain John Byron, 

grandfather of poet Lord Byron.

Julian Rocks were supposedly 

named after Captain Cook’s 

nephew and niece, Juan and Julia.

This is an important Aboriginal 

sacred site and is actually Nguthun-

gulli (Father of the World). 

Cape Byron is really Walgun. 

It’s time to dump these old 

colonial relics of names and return 

to their real names. Cavanbah was 

and is a peaceful meeting place for 

many people who travelled, and 

still travel, great distances to expe-

rience this healing area. There’s a 

desperate need for peace in other 

parts of the world right now. 

The significant Israeli population 

in Byron Shire is in agony over the 

slaughter that has taken place in 

Israel and now in Gaza. 

I have talked with local Israeli 

friends whose families have been 

impacted by the tragedy. The 

shocking massacre by Hamas 

is now leading to another huge 

slaughter of innocent Palestinians, 

who just want to live in peace like 

everybody else.

Collective punishment, which 

is evidently happening right now 

in Gaza, is a war crime. Western 

leaders, including President Biden 

and Anthony Albanese, are caught 

in a cleft stick. They have supported 

Israel in their right to defend 

themselves, but they surely cannot 

now support the mass killing of 

civilians. It’s an impossible situation 

with no obvious solution. There’s a 

desperate need for peacemakers, 

not warmongers. 

We can start a healing process 

with our local First Nations people, 

and each other, straight away. Let’s 

meet at Cavanbah and discuss 

what we share and start to heal our 

differences, peacefully. Let us all 

come together as a community. We 

all need to be friends, regardless 

of widely varying opinions. Let us 

listen to and respect each other.

Richard Jones is a former NSW 

MLC and is a ceramicist.

The biggest burps, ever
P reppers, or those preparing 

for an apocalypse, may 

already know, but in 1859, 

the sun belched trillions of tonnes 

of plasma at our small pale blue 

dot, causing major disruptions to 

primitive telegraph poles.

The Carrington Event is the larg-

est reported geomagnetic storm, or 

coronal mass ejection (CME).

According to astronomy.com, 

‘The operators of the telegraphs 

reported receiving electrical shocks, 

telegraph paper catching fire, and 

being able to operate equipment 

with batteries disconnected’.

An even more massive geomag-

netic storm occurred around 774 

A.D., writes author David Wallace, 

which is known as the Miyake Event. 

‘Ice core samples have shown 

evidence that large-scale geomag-

netic storms with similar intensities 

as the Miyake and Carrington 

events occur at an average rate of 

once every 500 years’.

And on October 13, 2023, www.

astronomy.com’s Paul Sutter wrote, 

‘Scientists have found evidence of 

a solar flare that happened 14,300 

years ago that had to be at least 

ten times more powerful than the 

Carrington Event’.

According to www.livescience.

com, a huge burst of plasma and 

magnetised particles erupted from 

the sun on October 28, 2021. 

‘The massive solar outburst 

washed over Earth, the moon and 

Mars, bathing them in radiation. 

And, for the first time, instruments 

on all three bodies measured the 

same event almost simultaneously’.

The irony of course is that 

humans have developed the tech-

nology to measure such events, but 

will be completely knee-capped by 

the next big one.

Professor of Applied Statistics in 

the School of Mathematics at the 

University of Leeds, Tim Heaton, 

told astronomy.com, ‘Extreme solar 

storms could have huge impacts on 

Earth. Such super storms could per-

manently damage the transformers 

in our electricity grids, resulting in 

huge and widespread blackouts 

lasting months. They could also 

result in permanent damage to 

the satellites that we all rely on for 

navigation and telecommunication, 

leaving them unusable’.

It’s incomprehensible, but try to 

think of how tech-reliant humans 

would fare after the complete wipe-

out of all electrical circuitry. 

Nuts and berries 
Clearly, the non-tech-reliant 

humans would not be so affected, 

as long as there were enough nuts 

and berries for all of us.

Such a scenario makes gradual 

climate change seem somewhat 

benign, and the pointless wars 

over religion, land and resources 

myopic. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) would 

simply vanish, and no longer loom 

over us.

Perhaps a large solar burp 

would reset our oversaturated 

primitive minds and restore some 

much-needed collective sanity and 

empathy?

Hans Lovejoy, editor

WITH BECKY MARTIN

Integrative Doctor Ann-Mary Amber  
The Health Lodge is excited to welcome

back to Byron Bay.

Patient-centred practitioner
Holistic and supportive care
Integrative and collaborative Doctor
Existing and new patients welcome

Address: 78 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay
Website: www.thehealthlodge.com.au

Phone: 02 6685 6445

The Byron Shire Echo 
Volume 38 #20  •  October 25, 2023

‘There’s an urgent need to pass 
legislation to ensure truth in 

advertising, particularly during 
publicly-funded election campaigns’.

Richard Jones
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Barnaby’s burps are no match for 

what an average-sized sun can 

do to us.
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Feros residents
Go Feros Byron Bay resi-

dents! Great to have our local 

Echo to hear from both sides.

I hope that you get your 

coffee machine back, how-

ever I suspect there may well 

be several donated coffee 

machines on your doorstep 

before long. 

Looking forward to ‘Byron 

Feros the Musical’!

Phoebe Havyatt

Byron Bay

Russell Brand 
Boohoo! Russell Brand, his 

life is now in total ‘upheaval’ 

(Letters, 11 October). 

Really? For crying out 

loud, he’s a celebrity who 

has made millions and 

he was lucky enough to 

have once been married 

to Katy Perry – who I’m 

not sorry to say, actually 

has human decency and a 

whole lot more personality 

and talent. 

As for the women he 

allegedly sexually assaulted, 

it’s their lives that would be 

in turmoil. As most people 

should now understand, for 

victims of sexual assault to 

report a crime, it can take a 

lot of time, courage, energy 

and pain to come forward 

and speak up – a measure 

not taken lightly. 

Kim Hamill

Ocean Shores 

RFS thanks
Our RFS fire truck was in Brun-

swick Heads on 17 October 

protecting properties from 

the incoming Byron bush fire. 

We'd used a lot of fuel 

during the day so we called 

into the Ampol servo. As we 

were retrieving the PIN for 

the fuel card an announce-

ment came over the servo's 

PA to say someone had 

already paid our bill (quite a 

large sum). 

We were so pleased to be 

appreciated. We hope the 

person reads this so that 

we can thank them for the 

pleasure he brought us. 

RFS Federal Brigade 

Cat 7 Crew

The Great Reset
As a Yes23 campaigner I 

encountered many ‘Great 

Reset’ conspiracists 

expressing blanket distrust 

of the WEF (World Economic 

Forum), the UN, WHO and 

anything to do with all 

levels of government. I even 

saw its message of fear 

and distrust written over 

the body of a car parked in 

Brunswick Heads, starting 

with ‘Wake up Australia!’

The following link is to 

ISD Global, or the Institute 

for Strategic Dialogue, ‘an 

independent, non-profit 

organisation dedicated to 

safeguarding human rights 

and reversing the rising tide 

of polarisation, extremism 

and disinformation 

worldwide’: https://www.

isdglobal.org/digital_

dispatches/the-great-reset-

conspiracy-in-australia/.

In my conversations 

with these conspiracists, 

I got the impression that 

Sky News is playing an 

integral part in the spread 

of misinformation, in 

particular, Outsiders host, 

Rowan Dean. Murdoch’s 

news outlets and social 

media have helped in the 

Wed 25 oct Marhsal Okell 
Thu 26 oct Donny Shades
Fri 27 oct Mojo Rising
Sat 28 oct Ragga Jump
Sun 29 OCT Loansome Boatmen
Mon 30 OCT Felicity Lawless
Tues 31 OCT Guy Kachel
Wed 1 Nov Leigh James

AND THE FAMOUS 

RAILS kitchen

86 JONSON St, BYRON BAY  |  6685 7662  |  therailsbyronbay.com

▶ Continued on next page

Need advice on your 
next building or 

development project?
Building Contract responsibilities difficult to 

understand and negotiate? 
Dealing with a builder’s progress claim?

With over 34 years’ experience, Craig and his team can assist you 
with your building project.

 We pride ourselves on guiding clients through their building 
contracts and development projects, providing sound 

construction advice, reporting and management needed to keep 
your project moving forward.  

• Building contract review for risks & responsibilities.
• Progress claim/stage inspections (incl. QA checking). 
• Defects and completion inspections. 
• Dilapidation reports prior to and at completion. 
• Expert building reports and dispute resolution.  

Contact Craig 
0411 575 991
craig@cacm.net.au

caconstructionmanagement.com.au

We are committed to the highest standard of care in all of our treatments.

Remedial / Deep Tissue / Lymphatic Drainage / Sports / Relaxation / 

Pregnancy / Trigger Point / Dry Needling / Cupping / Bowen. 

Instant health fund rebates available. 

Book online now! Visit bbrmassage.com.au or call 0499 490 088

Beautiful 
new clinic in 

Newrybar 
Village

Personal tech support for bamboozled bipeds

0431 122 057
�

1/53 Tamar St, Ballina
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Letters to 
the Editor
Send to Letters Editor 

Aslan Shand, email: 

editor@echo.net.au, fax: 

6684 1719. Deadline: Noon, 

Friday. Letters longer than 

200 words may be cut. 

Letters already published 

in other papers will not be 

considered. Please include 

your full name, address 

and phone number for 

verification purposes.

Letters

Patrick Lenfesty in Italy – the latest Echo destination.

Everybody reads 
The Echo!
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North Coast news online

dismantling of the Yes23 

campaign, as in the UK's 

Brexit referendum and the 

challenge to the last election 

result in the USA.

In my opinion, the failure 

of the referendum wasn't just 

due to our usual Australian 

racists, or those Indigenous 

Australians who didn't think 

the Aboriginal Voice went 

far enough, or the Coalition 

taking political advantage 

of supporting the ‘No’ vote. 

It seems that the far right is 

infiltrating social and news 

media globally.

The planet is in such 

a mess with the extreme 

weather events, rising 

inequalities, and economic 

hardships, let alone wars. 

This misinformation will 

continue to thrive on the 

fear, ignorance, resentments 

and further disengagements 

with democratic processes 

in Australia.

Sue McLeod

Myocum

95% land value 
increase
If the mission of the Hous-

ing Options Paper (HOP) is 

aimed at ‘affordable housing’, 

cheaper housing and increas-

ing home ownership, I have 

little faith in its success.  

The NSW state govern-

ment’s target is 4,522 

dwellings. Council is aiming 

for 6,695 across the Byron 

Shire with Mullumbimby and 

Brunswick Heads taking up 

54.5 per cent of that growth. 

At 2.2 persons per dwelling, 

that represents an increase in 

population of 8,027 persons 

in these settlements.

Investors are well aware 

of the relatively high land 

cost component involved in 

developments in this Shire. 

This is confirmed by compar-

ing data from the Valuer Gen-

eral land values from 1 July 

2019 to 1 July 2022. Total land 

value in Byron Shire rose from 

$11,892,037,080 in 2019 to 

$23,175,570,959 in 2022 repre-

senting an increase of 95 per 

cent. Residential land rose in 

value from $7,147,317,810 to 

$13,565,649,310 representing 

an increase of 90 per cent.

How is this related to 

the HOP? As Hans Lovejoy 

said (Editorial, 18 October) 

‘Affordable housing is a myth’. 

I would add, so is ‘cheaper 

housing’ in this Shire.

The HOP has no context 

other than a demand 

management approach to 

increasing supply.  It side-

steps any acknowledgement 

that finance is the driver 

behind a decline in home 

ownership making it harder 

and harder not only to get 

into the housing market but 

to stay in it.  

We have, compared to 

countries across the globe, 

an extremely high debt to 

household income [ratio] as 

the value of dwellings increase 

relative to income. This has 

come about by deliberate 

design and not accident 

given the deregulation of 

the finance industry. And the 

banks continue to be the most 

profitable in the world. 

There are also problems 

emerging in the rental 

market which will probably 

see investors leave like lem-

mings unless rents increase 

to absorb increasing costs. 

These can be summed up 

as increases in mortgage 

indebtedness, costly changes 

in legislation aimed at rental 

accommodation, and a 

lack of capital gains in the 

foreseeable future making this 

market relatively unattractive.

This leaves increasing 

the bulk of the supply of 

dwellings to social housing 

and it is unlikely the state 

or federal government will 

come to the party given the 

cost of land and the required 

infrastructure.

Patricia Warren

Brunswick Heads

Reconciliation
This is a letter to Anne, who 

was a guest on The Drum 

(15 October). I can’t tell you 

how dreadful I felt to hear 

how people treat you and 

the abuse you have to put up 

with. I voted ‘Yes’ for 

How can you provide 
feedback?
1.  Online at www.byron.nsw.gov.au/ 
 north-byron-floodplain 
2. Call 02 6626 7000 to have a survey  
 posted to you or to provide your   
 feedback to our project officer 
3.  Email cdowsett@byron.nsw.gov.au 
4.  Do the survey when you are next  
 at Council offices.

This project is focused specifically  
on the communities of Billinudgel,  
Ocean Shores, New Brighton and  
South Golden Beach.

Independent consultants are 
reviewing our current adopted 
floodplain management plans and 
studies in these areas.

For more information go to www.byron.
nsw.gov.au/north-byron-floodplain

Submissions close 17 November 2023.

Council is revisiting  
floodplain management in  
the north of the Byron Shire

 ▶ Continued from page 13

Opinion / Letters

Dr Greg Kramer

T he Voice referendum 

was decided by voters 

who don’t know or 

care about referendums or 

politics. Indeed, it was a right 

pain in the bum for them to 

drive to the voting booth and 

waste ten minutes of their 

precious time. 

Uninterested voters are 

demographically lower socio-

economic with their level 

of education a significant 

indicator of interest and 

knowledge of politics. The 

higher your education the 

greater likelihood you will be 

interested in, and knowledge-

able about, politics. 

While this sounds harsh, it 

is the case that every study, 

in every country, at any time 

in human history has found 

the same simple fact. We can 

clearly see the effect of unin-

terested voters by looking 

at the election results in the 

electorate of Maranoa where 

only 11 per cent achieved 

university degrees and 16 

per cent of voters supported 

‘Yes’. This contrasts to the 

seat of Sydney where 52 per 

cent of voters have university 

degrees and yet 71 per cent 

voted ‘Yes’. 

The ‘Yes’ vote decreases as 

education and socioeconomic 

status decline. But – it’s not 

because uninterested voters 

are stupid… It is because they 

lack the interest to garner 

basic information, especially 

when the referendum became 

confusing for them. 

A major tactic to confuse 

uninterested voters was to 

‘flood the zone with shit’, a 

term coined by Steve Bannon, 

the former political strategist 

for Donald Trump and former 

head of Breitbart News, which 

consistently promotes right-

wing conspiracy theories and 

misleading stories. The pur-

pose is to bombard people 

with so many contradictory 

claims, conspiracy theories 

and distortions that voters 

simply throw up their hands 

and say it’s all too hard and 

thereby disengage. And so 

the ‘No’ campaign set about 

‘flooding the zone with shit’.

Lies and deception
We heard that if the Voice 

was successful the average 

Australian would have to pay 

reparations or that the Voice 

would be a third chamber 

of parliament. It was incor-

rectly stated by both Warren 

Mundine and Jacinta Price 

that the Voice would lead to 

a treaty while social media 

claimed the United Nations 

would ‘take over’ Australia if 

the Voice was successful. 

In a nod to Trumpian style 

politics Peter Dutton attacked 

the integrity of the AEC 

(Australian Electoral Commis-

sion) because ticks would be 

counted as a ‘Yes’ vote but 

crosses deemed informal. He 

didn’t back down even after it 

was pointed out this law has 

been around for the last six 

referendums. 

Perhaps the most confus-

ing claim was that the Uluru 
Statement from the Heart was 

too long and complex (it was a 

mere 440 words long) while at 

the same time ‘No’ proponents 

were arguing there were no 

details. And in the final phase 

of the campaign it was argued 

that the Voice would be 

divisive to such a degree that 

Warren Mundine trumpeted 

that the Uluru statement was 

a ‘declaration of war’. As the 

‘shit’ was flooding in polls 

showed support diminishing 

for the ‘Yes’ campaign.

Voter manipulation
In the weeks to come 

experts will pore over why 

the referendum failed with 

a rightful focus on lies and 

deception that manipulated 

Australian voters. The main 

characters such as Mundine, 

Price and Dutton will be 

targeted but nowhere will you 

hear that a significant portion 

of Australian voters simply 

lacked the interest to see 

through their lies. 

A signatory to the Uluru 

statement, Thomas Mayo, 

stated the day after the ref-

erendum that ‘we have seen 

a disgusting “No” campaign 

that has been dishonest, 

that has lied to the Austral-

ian people’ while going on 

to say ‘I’m not blaming the 

Australian people at all, but 

who I do blame are those 

who lied to them’. 

It’s not just the Voice 

campaign where uninter-

ested voters are manipu-

lated, it is every single 

election… but there is never 

any responsibility placed on 

uninterested citizens to be 

responsible voters. 

It is the case that the Voice 

referendum remarkably 

mirrored the results of the 

1999 Republican referendum 

and Professor Ian McAllister 

showed that if uninterested 

voters had not voted in the 

1999 referendum then we 

would have an Australian 

head of state today. The 

enduring slogan of the 'No' 

case, of ‘if you don’t know 

then vote no’ in both the 1999 

and 2023 referendums, is just 

too compelling for uninter-

ested voters.

 Dr Greg Kramer is the 

PhD author of The Apathetic 
Country, an academic study 

focused on uninterested 

voters. 

How uninterested voters sank the Voice

The faces of the No campaign. Left: Former ALP president 

turned Liberal Party candidate, Warren Mundine. Right: 

Nationals Senator Jacinta Nampijinpa Price.
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the referendum. I live in 

the area known as Franklin in 

Tasmania. There is a town but 

it is also one of the elector-

ates down here. It was the 

electorate that came up as 

being the first ‘Yes’ vote. 

We are 60 kms from 

Hobart. There was also a 

pocket of Hobart that also 

voted ‘Yes'. I can’t put myself 

in your shoes to know how 

you and your mob must be 

feeling, but as a white woman 

in my 70s, I feel devastated. 

After all these years I had felt 

confident that at last some-

thing was going to happen. 

At the age of 22 I went to 

live in Darwin. I had just spent 

six months in Port Moresby. 

I had my eyes opened to the 

injustices of the Aboriginal 

people up there and was sad 

at what I saw. I’ve had my 

eyes opened to the plight 

of the Palawa people since 

moving to Tasmania and 

how they were treated when 

colonialism took over here. 

I am a retired registered 

nurse who worked in mental 

health before retiring to 

Tasmania and now I attend 

university to help keep my 

mind active. Please accept 

my apologies for all those 

people who did not vote 

‘Yes’. The Aboriginal people 

deserve better.

Sandra Kemp

Cygnet, Tasmania

Triumph of 
misinformation
Sophistry: the use of clever 

but false arguments, espe-

cially with the intention of 

deceiving.

After writing a big ‘Yes’ 

on my voting form last 

Saturday, my heart sank as I 

walked outside and passed 

three people walking in 

who were all about to vote 

‘No’, because they sincerely 

believed a ‘Yes’ vote would 

mean the United Nations 

would take over Australia! 

Others believed a ‘Yes’ 

vote would mean Aborigines 

will come for their house and 

land. Others were confused 

by high-profile First Nations 

people supporting the ‘No’ 

case. Others claimed a ‘Yes’ 

vote would racially divide 

Australia? And of course 

there was a large dose of old 

fashioned colonial racism – 

all of which determined the 

outcome of this referendum.

In the 1967 referendum, 

which was simply to count 

First Australians as people in 

the census, there was bipar-

tisan political support. Not 

a single politician opposed 

the idea and the nation got 

behind it with a 90 per cent 

‘Yes’ vote. With this referen-

dum, the moment Dutton 

and the Coalition came out in 

opposition to ‘Yes’, it was the 

kiss of death for the outcome. 

Deliberately creating con-

fusion and sowing doubt and 

fear, the naysayers played 

on the minds of people who 

didn’t know or even want 

to understand the issues. 

And all the while the ‘No’ 

side accused the ‘Yes’ side of 

dividing the nation. 

So after all the sophistry, 

it’s good to remind ourselves 

what this referendum was 

about: recognising First 

Australians in the Constitu-

tion, while enshrining a First 

Nations advisory body to 

advise on matters directly 

affecting the lives of First 

Nations people. After losing 

an entire continent, it didn’t 

seem much to ask. 

How such a simple idea 

gets mashed up into a 

frightening monstrosity, says 

heaps about the times we 

are living in. I think we are all 

diminished by the outcome 

of this referendum and I feel 

ashamed that a majority of 

we privileged people living 

in this great southern land, 

could not find it in our hearts 

to say ‘Yes’ to such a simple 

request.  We live in a post-

truth world where misinfor-

mation and clickbait fills the 

internet. We may never be 

able to have a well-informed 

civil conversation again!

Michael Balson

Upper Wilsons Creek

ballinarsl.com.au
P. 0PP 2 6681 9500

ballinarsl

WHAT’S ON
AT YOUR CLUB

FRIDAY 17 NOVEMBER

Tickets: $46
18+ Event

Doors: 7.30pm 
Show: 8.30pm

LIVE MUSIC - COMP DRINK
FASHIONS IN THE FIELD
FREE SWEEPS - LUCKY DOOR

Summer is here

@brunswicksurf !!

…and we’ve got

you covered! 

No need to go

     anywhere else….

Your local surf shop!! @wheredreamsaremade

1/12 The Terrace. Brunswick Heads 02 6685 1283

Letters

▶ More letters on page 17
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ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE
OCTOBER 20–29, 2023    BBFF.COM.AU

BYRON BAY INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL

There’s a glittering array of films and screen-

related events in the final week of the Byron Bay 

Film Festival, including a repeat of opening night 

sensation The Edge of Nature, and a family-friendly 

full moon outdoor screening of some of BBFF’s 

current and earlier festivals’ finest short films – 

including surf titles – at Dening Park on Friday 

night, where the Festival will fundraise for our 

hardworking fireys. The event is dependent on the 

weather: if it’s too windy or wet we will reschedule. 

Please consult the website for updates.

The fun begins tonight (Wednesday) at the Beach 

Hotel with a party that highlights BBFF’s Music 

Video Showcase, including films inspired by songs 

from Tijuana Cartel and Parkway Drive.

Later in the week meet the rock star artist David 

Bromley in all his exuberant glory at one of the 

two Byron screenings of Bromley: Light After 

Dark. Or you can catch the film at the Regent 

Murwillumbah on Saturday, October 28 at 3pm. 

Bromley is so well known that just his surname is 

enough, and he’s so well-loved in Byron Shire that his 

paintings can be found in scores of homes. They’re 

often fun, full of joy, but Bromley has struggled with 

darkness and admits that even today he can slide off 

the rails. The Bromley story includes his wife, Yuge, an 

anchor to his free-floating and sometime fragile mind. 

Interviews with friends, critics and musicians add 

perspective and insights. David and Yuge Bromley, as 

well as director Sean Patrick McDonald and producer 

Clare Plueckhahn, will be hosting a Q&A at the 

Friday night Byron Bay screening, and introducing 

the film on Saturday morning.

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 25:

12.30pm, Palace Byron Bay

Freedom Is 

Beautiful

Encore screening

Encore screening of 

Lennox Head artist Angus 

McDonald’s uplifting story 

about two Kurdish refugees’ 

struggle for a normal life 

free of persecution and 

captivity.

▶ Also screening at The 

Regent, Murwillumbah, Saturday October 28, 5.15pm.

7pm, Palace Byron Bay

Radical
Uplifting dramatised 

story of a teacher’s radical 

approach to learning 

making a difference in the 

lives of schoolkids at a 

rundown elementary school 

in Mexico, where crime 

and corruption eat away 

at daily life and hopes of a 

better future. Sergio Juarez, 

played by Mexico’s most 

popular actor, Eugenio Derbez, reignites his students’ 

passion for learning, and unlocks their potential. 

Winner of the Sundance Audience Award 2023.

▶ Radical also screens on Saturday, October 28 at 

12.30pm, Palace Byron Bay.

8.30pm to 10pm, 

Beach Hotel

Music Video Showcase
After-party held at Lovers Lane.

THURSDAY OCTOBER 26:

12.30pm, Palace Byron Bay

Let’s Get Lost 

(Ailleurs Si J’y Suis)
Encore screening of the 

French language comedy in 

which one man leaves the 

stresses of modern life and 

returns to nature.

▶ Also screening at The 

Regent Murwillumbah on 

Friday, October 27 at 1pm.

7pm, Palace Byron Bay

Habana Shakes + Q&A

World premiere

This vibrant doco captures 

a key moment in history 

and the lives of a group 

of young artists in Raul 

Castro’s Cuba. What is it 

that they want in their 

Cuba? Does it differ from 

their parents’ generation? 

Immerse yourself in the 

music, dance and culture 

seen in this beautifully 

made film, which proudly stands as a testament to the 

extraordinary talent of new generation Cubans. 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 27:

3.15pm, The Regent 

Murwillumbah

Fantastic Machine
Humanity’s infatuation 

with images of itself is 

explored in this, at times 

hilarious, documentary 

from the Camera Obscura 

to our world of selfies.

4.30pm, Palace 

Byron Bay

Anatomy of a Fall
An intelligent and gripping 

courtroom drama 

that’s also a forensic 

examination of a marriage. 

This psychological and 

cinematic tour de force 

from director Justine Triet 

scored the Cannes Palme 

d’Or 2023.

5.25pm, The Regent 

Murwillumbah

Young Australian 

Filmmaker of 

the Year
Check out the work of 

some of Australia’s most 

promising young filmmakers 

– screen creatives on the 

cusp of success. 

6pm, free, Dening 

Park, Byron Bay

Outdoor Screening
A feature of BBFF’s 

outdoor activations, the 

2023 outdoor screening 

promises a special evening 

for everyone under the full 

moon. Live music and a 

fantastic selection of short 

films from 2023 and earlier 

festivals, including surfing classics.

▶ This event is weather dependent. If it is wet or 

windy, please consult the website for updates.

7.30pm, Palace Byron Bay

Bromley: Light 

After Dark + Q&A

A love story for the ages 

and a rousing exploration 

of life and creativity 

through the eyes of 

prolific larrikin artist David 

Bromley. ‘Art saved my life,’ 

says Bromley, but that’s 

just the beginning of this 

story.

▶ Encore screening at Byron Bay Palace on Saturday, 

October 28 at 12.30pm, to be introduced by David 

and Yuge Bromley.

▶ Also screening at The Regent, Murwillumbah on 

Saturday, October 28 at 3pm.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28:

3pm, Palace Byron Bay

Kaugere: A Place 

Where Nobody Enters 

World premiere + Q&A

A heartening story about 

one individual’s efforts 

to offer young men an 

alternative to gangster life 

in the poverty-stricken and 

dangerous Papua New Guinea 

settlement of Kaugere. Footy coach Albert Muri’s 

family has been torn apart by crime and the influence 

of the ‘raskol’ gangs, with one son killed by police 

and another in prison.  Albert sees rugby league as a 

chance to channel criminal minds into sporting heroes. 

A compelling story, by turns sad and hope-filled.

5pm, Palace Byron Bay

Seeds of Inspiration 

– Mother Earth 

Educators, Refugia, 

Between Earth & Sky
Back by popular demand is 

this trio of heartening films 

exploring nature’s impact on 

our lives and its power to heal.

5.15pm, Palace 

Byron Bay

Club Zero
Alternately darkly funny 

and disturbing satire on 

our obsession with diet and 

body image in which Mia 

Wasikowska shines as a 

teacher at an elite boarding 

school championing the idea 

of ‘conscious eating’. Her more vulnerable students 

become fervent believers and are lured to extremes. 

Director Jessica Hausner’s stylish direction and Mia 

Wasikowska’s performance as the plausible yet creepy 

teacher earned the film a place at Cannes 2023. 

7.30pm, Palace Byron Bay

Mutiny in Heaven: The Birthday Party 
The story of Nick Cave’s 

anarchic punk band The 

Birthday Party’s drug-fuelled 

rise and inevitable collapse 

is a thrilling tale of epic 

struggle, artistic genius and 

total dysfunctionality. Told in 

the group’s own words, with 

loads of live footage from 

their infamous 80s concerts in 

Australia and Europe.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29:

2pm, Brunswick Picture House

Brand Bollywood 

Downunder + Q&A 

World Premiere 

Brand Bollywood Downunder 

tells the story of Bollywood’s 

love affair with Australia – at 

times turbulent, always filled 

with passion and high style. 

But Indian cinema goes back 

long before Bollywood, and 

this exuberant, colourful and enlightening doco traces 

its beginnings in 1897 and long life as the world’s 

biggest film industry.

3pm, Lennox Head Cultural Centre

The Edge of Nature + Q&A 

Encore screening

Encore screening of the personal yet universally-

themed documentary in which filmmaker and famed 

eco-warrior Josh Fox (Gasland) retreats into nature to 

try to recover from long Covid and has his passion for 

eco-activism re-ignited by the animals and surrounding 

environment. Meditative, yet a lifeforce-fuelled call-out 

to commit to heal ourselves and the planet. 

3pm, Palace Byron Bay

International Shorts: 

Powerful Foreign Films
Stories from around the world, firmly grounded in their 

particular cultural context but having global emotional 

resonance. Several nominees for BBFF2023’s 

Best Short Film Award are featured.

3pm, The Regent Murwillumbah

Through the Local Lens 
Dive into this showcase of shorts illuminating the tales 

and talent of our region. From the cultural richness in 

Heart Healing Feeling and resilience in Tinnie Heroes, to 

introspective journeys in I Love to Dance and I’m Ready, 

this session is a canvas of life, art and connection. 

Coming Home and The Crossing Project further explore 

heritage and the landscapes of the country we live on.

5.15pm, Palace Byron Bay

Under Streetlights 

Encore screening

The film Australia needs 

to see, brimming with 

hope, humanity and sense 

of connection through 

the things that unify us – 

music, family, overcoming 

difficulties together. It’s a joy 

to experience.

6.30pm, Lennox Head Cultural Centre

Ground Swell: The Other Side of Fear
Narrated by Josh Brolin, 

Ground Swell: The Other Side 

of Fear takes a look at what 

drives big wave surfers to risk 

their lives tackling monster 

waves all over the world, and 

shows how facing fear is not 

just for the surf daredevils. 

An in-depth look at the 2021–

22 big wave season through 

the eyes of Nic Von Rupp, Kai 

Lenny, Matt Bromley, Torrey 

Meister, Vini dos Santos and Bianca Valenti.

6.30pm, Brunswick Picture House

The Last Two Weeks at Longlee +Q&A

Experienced Ocean Shores 

filmmaker Susie Forster 

takes on her toughest 

assignment – to chronicle the 

final weeks of her mother, 

artist Lee Stephenson, as she 

lies dying at her Goulburn 

Valley home. An intimate yet 

unsentimental examination 

of death, and the gifts of 

keeping the dying close and 

in their own home.

▶ Q&A with the filmmaker and Byron deathwalker 

Zenith Virago.

7.30pm, Palace Cinemas Byron Bay

Perfect Days
Acclaimed director Wim 

Wenders returned to Cannes 

this year with this poignant 

tale set in Japan. Hirayama, 

a humble Tokyo toilet 

cleaner, is embedded in his 

daily rituals – self-care, the 

nurturing of plants, a smiling 

awareness of the beauty 

of nature, joy in classic 

rock music and a good book. But he has a past that 

demands to be resolved. Koji Yakusho’s understated, 

absorbing performance won him the Best Actor prize 

at Cannes.

RUNNING ALL WEEK:
Running 24-hours a day is local contemporary 

landscape artist Jack Bailey’s experimental 

installation upstairs at the Mercato between Palace 

Byron Bay and Ember, an expansive journey that 

challenges and transcends the modern boundaries we 

have been conditioned to.

▶ The 17th Byron Bay International Film Festival runs 

until October 29. Details and tickets at www.bbff.com.au.

More gems from the Byron Bay Film Festival this week

y
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The Voice
John Howard’s impeccable 

record over many years 

has cemented his place as 

the pre-eminent Austral-

ian racist. He is the man. 

Despite his despair during 

the anti-racist years of 

Whitlam, Fraser, Hawke, 

and Keating, Johnny never 

gave up.

Who can forget his 

support of Pauline Hanson 

under the guise of protecting 

free speech, or the children 

overboard and Siev X lies, 

or the wars in Afghanistan 

and Iraq waged under false 

pretences; or the fabulous 

comment about the unac-

ceptable appearance of 

Asian immigrants, etc. 

Individually these tactics 

display uncanny brilliance; 

taken together they consti-

tute the greatest comeback 

of the past 100 years. 

Singlehandedly Johnny 

reestablished the popular-

ity of racism in Australia. 

Unfortunately for Australia, 

however, the tactics also 

struck a chord in the ‘broad 

church’ of the Coalition, 

especially amongst How-

ard’s principle acolytes 

Morrison and Dutton.

Unless we as a nation 

recognise the ‘No’ vote for 

what it is – namely a triumph 

of racism and stupidity over 

decency – we will become a 

pariah in the world and will 

run the risk of more How-

ards, Morrisons, and Duttons 

infecting our country with 

their racist bile.

Frank Kelly

Crabbes Creek

How could we?
Like many other people, I 

am still struggling to come 

to terms with the sheer 

volume of the ‘No’ vote in 

last Saturday’s referendum 

for the proposed Voice to 

Parliament and constitu-

tional recognition for the 

First Nations people.

How could we say ‘No’ 

to the longest continual 

culture on earth, who so 

eloquently and simply asked 

if they could have a say in 

running their own affairs for 

a change?

I believe, as a nation, who 

prides itself on humanity 

and a fair go, that we should 

take a long hard look at 

ourselves and seriously 

question our blind accept-

ance of the sheer negativity 

of hard-line, right-wing jour-

nalism and politicians which 

drove the ‘No’ campaign.

It was ‘No’ which caused 

the division, not race.

In refusing to accept 

the request for recognition
in the Constitution and a 

voice to parliament from 

Indigenous Australians, we 

coldheartedly batted away 

the outstretched hand of 

friendship from our First 

Nations People.

If you always do what 

you’ve always done, you’ll 

always get what you’ve 

always got. ‘No’ gets you 

nowhere.

Christopher Wright 

Byron Bay

Still in shock 
Waleed Aly writing in The 
Age (27 January 2023) said: 

The Voice ‘... is [was] a subtle 

proposal, but it lands in an 

age with the least subtle of 

temperaments… Ours is 

now a politics of perpetual 

deconstruction in which 

majorities only seem to 

gather around disaffection, 

with very few exceptions.’

Then Ed Coper, (author 

of ‘How to defeat Fake 

News’) also wrote, in The 
Age (19 February 2023), 

‘It’s our first social media 

referendum… Social media 

was never intended to be 

the place where we formed 

our opinions about critical 

issues of importance, it 

was designed to be a viral 

advertising platform’.

Whether or not you agree 

with these comments there 

is no doubt that the social 

media platforms are the 

perfect tools to propagate 

doubt. They can then ease 

the anxiety that has been 

created, even in otherwise 

thoughtful readers, by 

welcoming readers into 

the fold. And of course if a 

person’s anxiety is thereby 

mollified that person is 

a likely agent of further 

dissemination of largely-

untested claims. One of 

the worst aspects about 

social media’s role in such 

campaigns is that the most 

scurrilous, provocative 

claims become a cheap 

source of copy for some of 

the big news outlets. 

I'm not implying the 

referendum would have 

succeeded in the absence 

of social media or that all 

social media is inherently 

negative.  

It is rather that this was 

always likely to be a difficult 

campaign to win because it 

lacked cross-party support 

and because constitutions 

are not (and should not be) 

easy to change. It was fertile 

ground for disinformation.

I now believe not only 

that our Indigenous folks 

should be closely listened to 

in finding the ways to Close 

the Gap federally but that 

each state must proceed 

diligently to their own ‘voice’ 

and treaty agreements. 

Frank Lynch 

Mullumbimby

With Zach Bush MD

RE:CONNECTION
2023

11 Nov ‘23 
Byron Bay, Australia

www.farmersfootprint.org.au 
@farmersfootprintaustralia

Co-creating 
Australia’s 

Regeneration

Use code: FFA10 for a 10% discount

Apple Computer Specialist
• General advice and tuition
• Battery replacement
• Application troubleshooting
• System transfers, upgrades and updates
• Email setup and repair
• Productivity software
• Anti-malware applications
• Wi-Fi / networking solutions
• RAM upgrades (if possible)
• System maintenance

dave@mrmacintosh.com.au
www.mrmacintosh.com.au

YOUR COMPUTER TUTOR
0418 408 869 

byrondogrescue.org  •  Ph 0447 927 600

Op Shop
nr Tweed St & Booyun St C

Brunswick Heads 
Next to IGA Supermarket
Mon to Fri 10am–4pm

Sat 10am–1pm
ALL CLOTHES $2

Volunteers required

Letters
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North Coast news online

The recent horrific Hamas 

attacks constitute a war 

crime. Israel’s response has 

already been disproportion-

ate, another war crime. 

Human Rights Watch 

has confirmed that banned 

white phosphorus has been 

used on people in Gaza and 

Lebanon. Another Israeli war 

crime. Israel has attacked 

civilian infrastructure. 

Another Israeli war crime.

Israel has cut off electric-

ity, food, medicines, aid 

to people in Gaza. That’s 

collective punishment. 

Another Israeli war crime. 

Israel conducts apartheid 

in the Occupied Palestinian 

Territories. Another Israeli 

war crime.

Is it okay to kill children 

with bombs but not with 

knives or guns?  

In a couple of months, 

when it is highly likely that 

thousands of Palestinian 

children are dead, will we 

still feel the same way that 

our justifiable anger and 

disgust make us feel now? 

Will we be able to justify 

the deaths of children as 

necessary? When will we say, 

‘Enough children have died 

now, please stop’?

‘Let us have the courage 

to declare a first truth: 

International law does 

not give a right to security 

which engages, in return, 

a right to occupy and even 

less so, a right to massacre. 

There is a right to peace, 

and that right is the same 

for all peoples. The security 

which Israel seeks today, 

is done so against peace 

and against the Palestinian 

people.’ – Dominique de 

Villepin, former French Prime 

Minister, 4 August 2014

The attacks must stop. 

The siege must be lifted. 

We must not be complicit 

in Israel’s genocide of the 

people of Gaza.

Michael Ryan

Bangalow

As the world witnesses 

another hideous episode 

in the asymmetrical war 

between Israel and the Pal-

estinians, it should be borne 

in mind some truths in why 

this mindless, and endless 

conflict continues to go on.

Both Israeli and Palestin-

ian peoples deserve the right 

to self-determination and 

yet at this point only Israel 

has this entitlement, due to 

historical reasons and cir-

cumstances, at the expense 

of the majority of Palestinian 

peoples, who have been 

subjugated by successive 

Israeli governments since 

the formation of Israel in 

1948. This is a nuanced part 

of the history, helping some 

Israeli and indeed some 

Palestinians.

The moral argument is 

compelling for both peoples, 

the challenge is to find a 

political solution, which to 

date has proved elusive and 

protracted. It is pointless, 

apportioning blame just on 

one side, when fault lays 

with both sides.

The USA being a major 

financial, military backer 

of Israel, as part of the 

geopolitical machinations 

in the Middle East, must 

understand that to negotiate 

as an honest broker will 

require exercising even-

handed negotiations, and 

power sharing, which 

presently don’t exist, due to 

a major power imbalance 

favouring Israel. 

The Palestinian people 

have endured 56 years of 

occupation by Israel, and 

steady encroachment of 

illegal land grabs by new 

Israeli settlers on Palestinian 

lands has reached unprec-

edented levels. 

Today the government of 

Netanyahu, considered the 

most right-wing government 

ever, consists of a coalition 

of extreme elements of 

ethno-nationalists, opposed 

to providing any Palestinian 

self-determination and 

equal rights.

On the Palestinian side in 

Gaza, Hamas is the govern-

ing authority.

Hamas are political Islam-

ists and are on record for 

wanting the elimination of 

the state of Israel.

Objectively speaking, 

there is now two opposite 

extremes in government, 

both corrupt and driven to 

destroy the other. All the 

while ordinary Palestinian 

people continue to be collec-

tively punished by Israel.

What is the solution?

As intractable as it 

appears, this conflict will at 

some point reach a humani-

tarian need to address the 

unresolved question of Pal-

estinian self-determination, 

and hopefully statehood, 

demanded upon by the 

international community.

Each nation, people, must 

through the framework of 

genuine consistent democ-

racy and justice negotiations, 

enable its people to live 

peacefully, while respect-

fully acknowledging the 

other’s right to exist and live 

peacefully.

Human solidarity, and 

democratic action remain 

vital for this noble goal to 

succeed, charting a new 

course for both Palestinian 

and Israeli people to peace-

fully co-exist.

Boyd Kellner

Newrybar

Reading last week’s Echo, 

I was shocked and saddened 

but not at all surprised that 

Gareth Smith could not show 

even one ounce of compas-

sion for the 1,500 Israeli men, 

women and children that 

were literally butchered by 

Hamas. In the most brutal of 

ways there were countless 

rapes of women in front of 

their children, kidnapping 

of babies, burning entire 

families alive in their homes, 

the crushing of skulls en 

masse to make it impossible 

to identify the victims aside 

from via DNA testing, etc. 

Not only that, but he blames 

the war that Hamas started 

on Israel. 

Yes Gareth, Israel knew 

it was coming but it was 

not because of anything 

Israel did or didn’t do, it 

was because Hamas is a vile 

terrorist organisation that 

clearly once again has shown 

the world that they value 

death far more than life and 

literally could not care less 

about Palestinian civilians let 

alone Israeli civilians.

Good people of the 

world have been blinded 

by complete and utter lies 

from the Palestinian side for 

decades, but now Israel has 

the overwhelming support 

of the world to literally save 

Gaza and the good Palestin-

ian people from Hamas.

Tragically as always, the 

poor Palestinian civilians 

are paying a terrible price 

as their scumbag leaders 

use them as human shields 

and hope for the highest 

body count possible. On 

17 October Islamic Jihad 

destroyed a hospital in Gaza 

killing hundreds of innocent 

Palestinians – a misfired 

rocket from Gaza that was 

on its way to kill civilians in 

Israel. Hamas as usual lied 

and said it was an Israeli air 

strike but it has been proven 

to be a lie and now even the 

Palestinians are admitting 

that it was their fault*. When 

will the bloodshed end? 

I personally have been 

overwhelmed by locals in 

the Byron Shire voicing their 

support for Israel more than 

in any other time that I have 

been here, and I am very 

thankful for that. 

Israelis and Palestinians 

have so much in common 

and a just peace is very 

achievable if the Palestinians 

elect leaders that will 

actually consider peace 

with Israel. I think of my 

Palestinian brothers and 

sisters, and hope and pray 

that the day will come soon 

and the world will stop 

funding Hamas, etc. and 

send funds directly to the 

Palestinian people. Peace is 

the only solution.

Danny Wakil

Billinudgel

Ed note: Most sources 

accept that the weight of 

evidence now shows the 

hospital strike was from 

a misfired rocket from 

Gaza, not an Israeli air 

strike, but this conclusion is 

not definitive.

Danny Wakil's letter (18 

October) is so full of lies that 

it would take me well over 

letter length limits to reply.  

However, I can do no 

better than quote the Loud 

Jew collective who say, ‘We 

have been waiting anxiously 

to hear from comrades in 

Palestine, seeking out other 

anti-Zionist Jews, listening to 

voices from Gaza. Struggling 

against the weaponisation 

of grief against Palestinans. 

Like you we are watching the 

ongoing genocide against 

the Palestinian people in 

horror, and furious to see our 

governments and the Jewish 

organisations that suppos-

edly speak for us, give the 

Israeli military a green light. 

We see the true face of liberal 

Zionism [sic] now in the tepid 

statements endlessly shared 

– the concern only for Jewish 

lives and the colonial anxiety 

at the fact that Palestinians 

dared to fight back against 

the settler colonial project 

that has systemically dis-

placed and oppressed them 

for so long.  But in these ter-

rifying times we recommit to 

our values of liberation and 

freedom for Palestinians, to 

a Judaism and Jewishness of 

justice and solidarity with all 

oppressed people. We find 

comfort in standing together, 

speaking out and showing 

up. Please join us at some 

of these upcoming rallies 

and events.’ 

I have invited these 

Jewish friends to stay with 

us in Byron and hopefully 

address a public meeting. 

Danny Wakil, perhaps you 

can drum up some friends to 

hear their voices and learn 

about what it means to be 

Judaistic rather than Zionist! 

Gareth W R Smith

Byron Bay

Psst

Be part of what’s going on locally. 
Book your space for a whole year
in our 40th publication since 1984.
SMS: 0428 847 390   0421 422 645

Rusty’s Byron Guide 2024
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A great place to learn
and grow.
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Advertisement

The federal government provides a solar discount to home
owners and businesses in Australia that install a small scale
renewable energy system (solar, wind or hydro) under the
Small-scale Renewable Energy Scheme (SRES) to help with 
the purchase cost. Installing an eligible system allows 
the creation of Small-scale Technology Certificates (STCs). 
The number of STCs created is based on:

• The amount of renewable electricity the system produces
or the amount of electricity consumption it reduces.

• The climate region where it’s installed.

Under the package, the federal government will pay around 
$300 per kilowatt towards the cost of a solar system.

4.15kW Solar System 
• 10 x Canadian 415W panels with a 25-year product and 25-year 

 performance warranty 

• 1 x GoodWe 4.2kW inverter with a 10-year premium warranty 
• Cost $5,995 

• Less federal government discount of $1,710 

• Total cost after discount = $4,285 or $22 per week

6.64kW Solar System 
• 16 x Canadian 415W panels with a 25-year product and 25-year 

performance warranty

• 1 x GoodWe 5kW inverter with a 10-year premium warranty 

• Cost $9,300 

• Less federal government discount of $2,774 

• Total cost after discount = $6,526 or $33 per week

8.71kW Solar System 
• 21 x Canadian 415W panels with a 25-year product and 25-year 

performance warranty

• 1 x GoodWe 8.5kW inverter with a 10-year premium warranty

• Cost $12,454

• Less federal government discount of $3,648 

• Total cost after discount  = $8,806 or $45 per week

The above prices include supply, installation (standard installation on a tin roof) 
and GST. The federal government discount is subject to change at anytime.

ProSolar has designed three great packages to help you take advantage of the federal government discount.

What does the current federal government
solar discount mean for you?

ProSolar Australia 91 Lockton Road, Bexhill, NSW 2480

02 7912 0760   |   prosolaraustralia.com.au

Let’s break it down 
Maxine and Daniel are considering a 5.81kW solar system, 
supplied and installed by ProSolar for $8,170. The federal 
government discount for this system is $2,432 (at time of 
publishing). This brings their system cost down to $5,738
saving them $1,750 per year enabling them to pay back their 
investment in 3.13 years!

Alternatively the same system can be financed for $32 per week. 
This can be an attractive way to reduce your bill and put the 
money you would normally pay your power company into your 
very own power system in your rooftop.

ProSolar provides advice and guidance in a simple and easy way, 
to ensure you select the optimal solution for your home and 
budget. This is the best opportunity Northern Rivers families 
and business owners have ever had to generate your own power. 
For more information, call ProSolar on 02 7912 0760 or 
0482 082 304.

Three great packages if 
you mention this ad!
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Byr� Bu�t
Byron Built design + construction is your local builder specialising in architecturally 
designed homes. They manage the whole process from design and approvals to the 
construction of your new dwelling. Their focus is to customise a design that suits 
your property, budget, and style. 

They currently have two cabins open for 
viewing at their display village. Their one-
bedroom cabin, thoughtfully designed with 
disabled access is mind, harmoniously blends 
functionality and style. It’s a space where 
everyone can experience the comfort of 
modern living without barriers. 

Their two-bedroom cabin boasts a spacious 
deck, providing the perfect backdrop for 
enjoying outdoor moments with family and 
friends.  They invite you to explore these gems 
in person, open for viewing once a month or 
by appointment. 

hello@byronbuilt.com  
FB/Insta: @byronbuilt  
www.byronbuilt.com  

nk i g
S PA C E S

Beds R Us Byr� Bay
Create your sleep sanctuary! 
Is your bedroom uninviting, uninspiring or 
burdened by excessive clutter? It is common 
to underestimate how profoundly the spaces 
we rest influence our overall wellbeing. 
Fortunately, Beds R Us Byron Bay offer an 
enticing selection of bedroom furniture 
and Australian-made mattresses, designed 
to assist you in crafting your ideal sleep 
sanctuary. Your bedroom serves as your 
sanctuary from the stresses of everyday 
life, and stepping into a beautifully curated 
space can significantly enhance your ability 
to unwind at bedtime. With their range of high-quality furniture and mattresses, 
you can transform your bedroom into a tranquil haven, ensuring a restful and 
rejuvenating sleep experience. Visit them in store to create a space that promotes 
your mental and physical wellbeing.

16 Brigantine Street, Byron Bay
02 6685 5212

D�inique M�ls Interi�s
If you are looking to furnish or decorate beautifully but 
feel frustrated because of the associated costs, working 
with an expert like Dominique gives you access to a much 
wider range of options and cheaper prices - a whole world 
of interiors are out there to be discovered and enjoyed by 
visiting trade showrooms. Our closest trade options are in 
Brisbane, where you’ll find fabulous furniture ideas, a huge 
array of decorative pieces and stunning fabric showrooms.

Dominique Mills offers you the opportunity to visit those 
businesses that are mostly restricted to designers, retailers 
and architects. They’ll collect and transport you, help you 
with your choices and return you home. You’ll benefit from 
significant discounts on any trade purchases. Visit their 
website for more info.

0419 498 249
dmillsinteriors.com.au

Eden at Byr�
Late spring is hydrangea time. With lovely, 
neat mounds of lush green leaves topped by 
clusters of little buds that grow plumper by 
the day, they are a highlight in semi-shaded 
situations from now through to the end of 
summer. In full bloom, the large, striking flower 
heads in shades of blue, purple, pink, cerise and 
white are just gorgeous. 

Hydrangeas are an easy-care, fast-growing 
shrub. One of the very cool things about them 
is that the flower colour can change depending 
on the pH of the soil. Acidic soils will generally produce bluer flowers, whereas 
alkaline soils will produce pinker flowers. 

Hydrangeas are long-lived and easy to grow in a partly-shaded spot protected 
from strong winds and hot afternoon sun. 

140 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay 
02 6685 6874

F�mC�e Mull�bimby
FarmCare Mullumbimby is leading the charge towards 
a more sustainable future for yard maintenance with its 
latest lineup of electric tools. With a focus on eco-friendly 
innovation, their home and garden tools powered by 
state-of-the-art batteries ensure quieter, emission-free 
operation without compromising on performance. The 
recent addition of Milwaukee power tools is a testament to 
their commitment to quality and efficiency. These cordless, 
high-performance tools provide an eco-conscious alternative 
to traditional  gas-powered equipment.

FarmCare not only sell reliable, repairable products, they 
also partner with suppliers to ensure responsible battery 
recycling. Additionally, their range includes robotic electric 
mowers, further reducing the carbon footprint and 
automation of yard care.

Ensure the beauty of your property doesn’t come at the 
expense of our planet. 
Join FarmCare in embracing a sustainable future.

101 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby
02 6684 2022
www.farmcare.com.au

J�o E	rgy
Take charge with Tesla Powerwall 2
Tesla Powerwall 2 is the next step towards energy 
independence. Your solar system can fill up your battery 
and get your home or business through the night. Tesla 
Powerwall is also the key to get your home or business 
through blackouts and keep essential circuits humming. 
Tesla is currently offering $750 cash back to customers 
who install a battery before the end of the year. 
Juno Energy is offering vouchers for battery buyers to 
spend at local establishments.

Enquire today to find out more.
Habitat Office 26, 20/1 Porter Street, Byron Bay
0425 256 802
www.junoenergy.com.au

Protract�
Need to tidy up your property for fire season 
or get it ready for sale? With over 25 years of 
Australian experience, Protractor has expert 
knowledge of how to handle challenging 
terrains, different types of grass, optimal 
mowing schedules, and the right techniques to 
keep all kinds of outdoor spaces healthy and 
aesthetically pleasing. 

Additionally, they offer professional 
communication, reliability, flexibility, clear and 
fair pricing, and excellent after-care service.

Protractor is a powerful and versatile compact 
tractor with a unique all-wheel drive and powerful engine, giving it excellent traction 
and maneuverability on slopes and uneven terrain. It can legally operate at gradients 
up to 30° and its size and efficiency make it perfect for plantations and wind rows. 
Services include mowing, slashing, mulching, aerating and fertilising.

0407 126 056
bookings@protractor.com.au 
www.protractor.com.au

am   
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What about whistleblowers?
David Lowe

P rofessor Peter Greste 

and Facebook 

whistleblower 

Frances Haugen made a 

strong case for protecting 

truth tellers in their joint 

appearance at the National 

Press Club last week.

Having spent 400 days 

in an Egyptian jail on 

terrorism charges, media 

freedom fighter and 

ex-foreign correspondent 

Peter Greste knows a thing 

or two about what happens 

when governments decide 

journalists are the enemy.

For her part, data 

scientist and engineer 

Frances Haugen worked at 

Google and Pinterest before 

her job at Facebook, where 

she led the civic integrity 

team until it was dissolved. 

In 2021 she revealed 

the details of the social 

media giant’s repeated 

prioritisation of profit 

over public safety, which 

she said had contributed 

to dangerous political 

violence in countries 

including the US, India, 

Burma and Ethopia.

Ultimately Haugen 

released 22,000 pages 

of damning internal 

documents to the world, 

but unlike Australian 

whistleblowers, she was 

protected by US law.

In Canberra, she 

emphasised that as big tech 

companies become more 

opaque (and more powerful 

than governments), the only 

people who will actually 

know what’s going on 

beneath the public facade 

will be company employees, 

making the protection of 

whistleblowers absolutely 

vital, wherever they work.

Worse than Egypt?
Australian Peter Greste 

explained how he’d become 

caught up in the whirlwind 

of national security laws 

passed in Egypt in the wake 

of the September 11 attacks, 

but noted that no country 

had passed more such laws 

than his own, in the process 

‘criminalising much of what 

previously would have been 

considered as legitimate 

journalism.’

Since 2019, he and his 

organisation the Alliance 

for Journalists’ Freedom 

have argued that because 

Australia has no explicit 

constitutional or legal 

protections for media 

freedom, national security 

laws were effectively 

intruding on the media’s 

ability to perform its 

democratic role – namely to 

hold government to account. 

Greste suggested that the 

‘uncomfortable journalism’ 

which put him in prison in 

Cairo was now equally risky 

for those here in Australia 

seeking to investigate what 

The New York Times has 

called ‘the world’s most 

secretive democracy’.

There are numerous 

examples, including the 

Bernard Collaery/Witness 

K case regarding dodgy 

happenings between the 

Australian government and 

East Timor, the potential 

life imprisonment of 

whistleblower Richard Boyle 

for revealing debt recovery 

misconduct at the ATO, and 

David McBride’s imminent 

prosecution for allegedly 

leaking information about 

Australian war crimes to the 

media (which became the 

basis of the Afghan Files).

While Attorney-General 

Mark Dreyfus says things 

have improved under Labor, 

Peter Greste argued at the 

Press Club that the changes 

have been purely cosmetic, 

in legal terms. As he put it, 

‘they’re patches stitched 

on to legislation that hide 

a deeper problem’, namely 

the lack of constitutional 

protection for media freedom.

What’s the solution?
Peter Greste said the ideal 

would be an amendment to 

the Australian Constitution 

enshrining protection for 

media freedom, like other 

liberal democracies, ‘but 

given the experience of last 

week’s referendum and the 

way most people see jour-

nalists here, I reckon it would 

be easier to get them to vote 

for cane toads.’

As an alternative, he 

suggested the federal gov-

ernment could implement a 

Media Freedom Act modelled 

on the Human Rights Acts 

of Queensland, the ACT and 

Victoria, which would have 

‘profound implications’ for 

the relationship between 

government and media, 

along with the people both 

are supposed to serve.

It’s hard to argue with 

his proposition that 

responsible whistleblowers 

working with responsible 

journalists can only 

enhance national security.

Greste quoted Anthony 

Albanese, who said (from 

opposition, in relation to Ber-

nard Collaery), ‘the idea that 

there should be prosecutions 

of whistleblowers for what is 

a shameful part of Australia’s 

history is simply wrong.’  

And yet, the cases of David 

McBride and Richard Boyle 

have been used to frighten 

other potential whistleblow-

ers and media collaborators 

here in Australia, much as 

Julian Assange is being used 

internationally.

None of these brave 

individuals deserve to 

remain in legal limbo for 

revealing uncomfortable 

truths. Hopefully they won’t 

be for much longer.

Read David Lowe every 

Monday on The Echo onlime: 

www.echo.net.au/articles

Need an ally?

Contact us for a free initial consultation. 

Accredited family law specialists & mediators.

Experienced, reliable, award winning.

 Offices in Byron Bay, Mullumbimby, Melbourne.

Vanessa Mathews 

Phone 1300 635 529

enquiries@byronbayfamilylaw.com.au

www.byronbayfamilylaw.com.au

Policy Exhibition:

Draft Policy Commercial 
Activities on Coastal & 
Riparian Crown Reserves
Council is asking for public comment on its 

website at: www.byron.nsw.gov.au/public-exhibition

For information on lodging a submission, and where 
to address it, refer to the “Lodging a Submission” 

www.byron.nsw.gov.au

Little Peachh

is having a POP UP in Murwillumbah! 
@ STAIN studio
15 Queen street Murwillumbah 
(up from Palliative Care Op Shop)
Wednesday to Saturday 11am–3pm
Come and see our perfect gift treasures!

@littlepeach_store

Articles

Is media freedom becoming a thing of the past? 

Image Cloudcatcher Media

Frances Haugen testifying before US Congress in 2021.



5.  BYRON BAY CAMPING  
& DISPOSALS

Have you found them in the Industrial Estate yet? 
Byron Bay Camping & Disposals moved from the old 
Woolies plaza site last year into their new building, 
located on the corner of Tasman Way and Centennial 
Circuit.
They stock popular brands and are regularly intro-
ducing new products to their store.
They have parking spaces out the front exclusively for 
customers and are open seven days.
1/1 Tasman Way, Byron Bay
www.byron-camping.com.au
0439 212 153

6. BODHI LIVING 
Bodhi Living showcases a carefully curated collection 
of furniture, homewares, rugs and lighting, sourced 
both locally and globally. They have recently intro-
duced a sustainable range of furniture designed 
in-house, using natural materials such as rattan, 
timber and recycled fabrics. The brand encapsulates 
the freedom of spirit and the soul of the individual as 
represented through ones home.
Shop 1/18 Centennial Circuit, Byron Bay
www.bodhiliving.com.au
@bodhi.living
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HABITAT 
PRECINCT

Byron Arts  
& Industry Estate

Byron Arts & Industry Estate

1. DAUGHTERS OF INDIA
Discover the essence of timeless elegance with 
ethically handmade creations. Each Daughters of 
India piece tells a story of femininity and ancient 
artistry. With delicately hand-printed and hand-
loomed materials, their collection embodies both 
style and sustainability. Embrace the beauty of slow 
fashion and adorn yourself with pieces that transcend 
trends, empowering you to be truly unique. 
Open weekdays, 10am–4pm.
Shop 3B 11 Banksia Drive, Byron Bay
www.daughtersofindia.net
@daughtersofindia

2. SHACK PALACE
Shack Palace have recently relocated into a new 
showroom. Find their signature curation of artisan, 
functional pieces for the home as well as incense and 
teas alongside a growing collection of larger furniture 
pieces and artefacts in their new space.
Currently open weekdays, 10am–4pm. 
1/2 Banksia Drive, Byron Bay 
www.shackpalace.com 
0488 616 408

3.  THE MEDITATION PEOPLE
There's an endless variety of meditation techniques 
available. Some are easy to learn and practise. Others 
not so much. Some have profound and life-changing 
benefits. Others not so much. Vedic Meditation is easy 
to learn and easy to practise and has life-changing 
benefits.
Attend a free information session and find out for 
yourself if it's a fit for you.
Suite 6, 10 Centennial Circuit, Byron Bay
0404 884 490
www.themeditationpeople.com
@themeditationpeople

4. McTAVISH SURFBOARDS
McTavish is the ultimate destination for all things surf. 
Grab a pre- or post-surf coffee and browse the range 
of handcrafted surfboards (all made on-site in the 
factory behind the showroom), surf accessories and 
apparel, or borrow a demo board for the weekend.
Surfboard Factory, Surf Shop & Cafe
91 Centennial Circuit, Byron Bay
www.mctavish.com.au
@mctavishsurf



11.  BYRON FAMILY LAW
Byron Family Law is a boutique family law firm 
established in Byron Bay. Through collaborative 
and resolution-focused practices, they support 
clients to separate more kindly and to rebuild 
following divorce or separation. They work in col-
laboration with local counsellors, conveyancers, 
accountants, mediators, and health and wellness 
professionals to support you and your family to 
not only survive but thrive following a separation.
1 Porter Street, Byron Bay
02 6687 2774
www.byronfamilylaw.com.au

www.echo.net.au The Byron Shire Echo 23

9. EASY STREET
Have you visited the newest part of Habitat yet?  
Easy Street is home to a beautiful collection of 
independent stores, including Byron Bay Hang-
ing Chairs, MCM House, MUD and Vègètalement 
salon. There’s also yummy snacks at B Smoothie 
Bar, renowned for their epic smoothies. It's got 
all the style you love without the hassle of going 
into town.
Easy Street

10.  DEPARTMENT OF 
SIMPLE THINGS

Clothing and accessories inspired by vintage 
workwear, military surplus and sportswear. They 
also show their love of surf and skate culture 
with an eclectic collection of skateboards, hot 
sauces, books, eskies and even a barbershop 
(call to book).
Monday–Friday: 8.30am–4pm
Sunday: 10am–2pm
Suites 39-41, Building C3
248 Bayshore Drive, Byron Bay
02 8215 0723

7.  BODYPEACE BAMBOO 
CLOTHING

Sample sale and warehouse clearance. 
Men's and women's XXS–XXL. Prices from $15. 
Every Wednesday–Thursday–Friday, 10am–3pm. 
Bodypeace Bamboo Clothing has been dressing 
locals and visitors for over a decade. Bamboo fibre 
is naturally breathable, moisture-wicking, thermo-
regulating and hypoallergenic. Their signature blend 
is a popular choice for underwear, activewear and 
everyday wear. Their warehouse shop is open every 
Wednesday - Friday!
2-4 Ti Tree Place, Byron Bay
www.bodypeacebamboo.com
@bodypeacebamboo
facebook.com/bodypeacebamboo

8.  ART KIND BYRON BAY
Art Kind is a beautifully curated contemporary art 
gallery and creative studio exhibiting paintings, 
ceramics and jewellery. Owner and artist Bec Duff 
facilitates art programs for children and adults - 
check the website for program schedules.
Open Tues-Fri 10am-2pm, Sat 9am-1pm.
3/18 Centennial Circuit, Byron Bay
0404 946 553
www.artkind.com.au
@artkindbyronbay

9
11
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Habitat Precinct 

Habitat is a cleverly designed village 
in Byron Bay, where you can live, 
work and play, all in one place.

Over 20 years in the making, Habitat 
combines the best of old-school 
Byron (community, creativity, 
respect for the environment) with 
the latest in design and thinking 
(renewable energy, car sharing,  
hybrid live + work spaces) along 
with plenty of good times (bars, 
cafes, fitness, shopping) to create 
a little oasis within one of the most 
beautiful places on Earth.

Habitat Precinct
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Eateries GuideGood Taste

MULLUMBIMBY

Yaman 
Mullumbimby 
62 Stuart St, Mullumbimby
6684 3778
www.yamanmullumbimby.com.au

Open 7 days 
from 9am–8pm
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

Coffee, malawach rolls, pita pockets, falafel, 

traditional Yemenite spices and all your 

favourites, always freshly made.

Drop in for an authentic atmosphere.
Dine-in or takeaway.

Something for all tastes, from epic burgers to 
vegan delights. Enjoy delectable treats and 
good vibes at this Mullum icon. 

Order and pay online: 
Scan the QR code to view the menu 
and order online.

The Empire
20 Burringbar St, Mullum
6684 2306

Open for brunch and lunch
FB/Insta: EmpireMullum
empiremullum.com.au
Online orders: 
mryum.com/theempire

CATERING

lizzijjackson@gmail.com

0414 895 441

GLUTEN FREE AND SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS CATERED FOR

Celebrations 
Cakes by 
Liz JacksonCELEBRATIONSCELEBRATIONS  

BY LIZ JACKSONBY LIZ JACKSON

BANGALOW

Stone baked sourdough, hand rolled pastries, 
small batch pies, house made cakes.

Your local artisan bakery, specialising in all things 
sourdough. Serving Old Quarter coffee along with 

freshly made sandwiches using our own sourdough 
bread, hand rolled pastries, award winning pies and 

a variety of house made cakes.

Bangalow Bread Co.
12 Byron St, 
Bangalow

6am–3pm weekdays.
7am–2pm weekends.

6687 1209
www.bangalowbread.co
info@bangalowbread.co

BANGALOW BREAD CO.

LENNOX HEAD

Views, Brews, Cocktails, Beats, and Eats!

Live Music Friday, Saturday, Sunday.

Bookings essential.

Head to lennoxpizza.com

Follow on Insta: @lennoxpizza

Lennox Head
Pizza & Pasta
4/74 Ballina St, Lennox Head

Open 7 days
Lunch: 12–2pm
Pizza & drinks only: 2–5pm
Dinner from 5pm

BYRON BAY

Signature cocktails, and casual dining 
with ocean views. 

Happy Hour | Every day from 4–6pm.
$8 loft wine or lager, $10 spritzer,

$14 margaritas & $30 house wine bottle
Half price deli board & $2.50 fresh oysters

Espresso Martini Nights | Every day 9pm–close,
2 for $25 Classic Espresso Martini.

Open 7 days from 4pm. Sat lunches from Noon.

Loft Byron Bay
4 Jonson Street, 
Byron Bay

6680 9183

Book online: 
www.loftbyronbay.com.au

NEWRYBAR

Harvest
18–22 Old Pacific Highway 
Newrybar NSW 2479

02 6687 2644

www.harvest.com.au
@harvestnewrybar

RESTAURANT
Lunch | Wed–Sun | 12–3.00pm

Dinner | Thurs–Sat | 5.30–8.30pm

DELI
7 days | 6.30am–3.30pm

MURWILLUMBAH

A hinterland ‘destination dining’ favourite with 
spectacular views, first or last stop on the Rail Trail

from M’bah station.

Modern cafe / bistro fare featuring regional produce 
with a cheeky Asian twist.

Excellent coffee, fresh artisan pastries and a full a la carte 
brunch and lunch menu accompanied by a natural wine 

list, cocktails and house made soft refreshments. 

Apex Dining
Fully Licensed Café
Brunch + Lunch
Weddings + Events

Wednesday–Sunday from 9am

Bookings recommended.
ww.apexdining.com.au
@apexdining

APEX DINING
T W E E D  R E G I O N A L  G A L L E R Y

We are a part of a plant-based movement 

and invite you to join us on our expedition to 

save the Earth one Brussels sprout at a time.

#brusselsnotbeef

www.nobones.co

NO BONES
VEGAN KITCHEN + BAR.

BYRON BAY
11 Fletcher Street
0481 148 007

OCEAN SHORES
82 Rajah Road
0422 355 928

Barrio Eatery & Bar 
1 Porter Street, North Byron

Mon–Wed: 7am–3pm 
Thurs–Sat: 7am–10pm

www.barriobyronbay.com.au
@barriobyronbay

0411 323 165

Barrio brings together the local community in a 
relaxed environment for all-day dining.

The wood-fired oven and open-flame grill 
is the heart of the restaurant.

Keep an eye on socials for daily specials. 

All your favourites, every lunch and dinner. 
Experienced Thai chefs cooking fresh, delicious 

Thai food for you. 

BYO only.

Welcome for lunch, dinner and takeaway.

Menus available on Facebook.

Success Thai
Open Lunch Wed–Fri 
12–2.30pm.
Dinner Mon–Sat 5–8pm. 
Closed Sunday
3/31 Lawson St, Byron Bay 
www.facebook.com/
pages/Success-Thai-
Food/237359826303469

Open for takeaway daily, 12 midday until dinner. 

Menu and more details

@mainstreet_burgerbar

‘Make a meal of it’
Add chips and a drink, just $5.

Main Street
Open for takeaway daily, 
12 midday until dinner.

Menu, more details –
@mainstreet_burgerbar

18 Jonson Street

6680 8832

Byron’s Freshest Pizza
Order online and join 
our loyalty program.

Catering for up to 100 people lunch 
and dinner.

BYO

Locally owned and operated.

Scan code for menu.

Legend Pizza
Serving Byron Bay for 30 
years.
Open 7 days.
Delivery from Suffolk to 
Ewingsdale.

2/3 Marvell Street, Byron Bay
6685 5700
www.legendpizza.com.au

KARKALLA
Byron Bay
Native Indigenous Restaurant 

Cnr of Bay Lane & Fletcher St, 
Byron Bay

5614 8656

KARKALLA BYRON BAY
Ancient food and modern flavours.

PROUDLY BUNDJALUNG.

Monday Locals night from 5pm.
Thursday 5–9pm.

Friday & Saturday Drinks & snacks from 4pm.
Sunday Live and local music from 6pm.

Seasonal, local & native inspired menu.

Happy Hour 6pm–8pm
$6 tap beer or wine

$12 selected cocktails

$25 Pasta & Wine/Beer + Garlic Bread
Live Music Thursdays and DJ Saturdays

Open for dinner Wed–Sun

The Rocks
Brunch 7am–1pm

Dinner 5pm–10pm 

14–16 Lawson St, 
5642 0149 

therocksbyronbay.com.au
@therocksbyronbay

Crystals and cocktails, tapas and wine
In the heart of Byron Bay this crystal gallery is a 

stunning visual experience and a taste sensation 
not to be missed. Sit amongst magnificent crystals 

from all over the world while sipping on crystal 
infused cocktails. We also offer delicious vegan 

tapas by No Bones, an eclectic wine list, an event 
space, and a view of the Byron Bay lighthouse.

QUARTZ GALLERY
Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
12pm–10pm
Upstairs at Mercato, above  
Woolworths, 108–114 
Jonson St. Byron Bay
Insta – @thequartzgallery
Web – quartzgallery.com.au

QUARTZ GALLERY

Find more tasty morsels at 
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Simon Haslam 

One of the wonderful things 

about living in this fantastic 

area is that, no matter how 

long you’ve lived here, you 

can fall in love with Byron 

again and again. It was a 

beautiful day on Saturday, 

but our domestic chores 

took so long that we didn’t 

arrive in Byron for lunch 

until around 2pm. How 

cool to be able to chill out 

upstairs at Loft Byron Bay, 

overlooking Jonson St, with 

a cocktail and the lunch 

menu? 

My partner ordered the 

ceviche, perfect for a hot 

day, and we shared the 

vegetarian roast zucchini 

and the delicious cabbage 

salad (shaved cabbage, 

mint, orange, and sheep’s 

yoghurt with Nimbin Valley 

pecans). Of course, it’s a 

very comfortable, stylish 

place with good service, 

but one of the highlights 

for me was sitting on the 

southern side near the bar, 

looking over Jonson St, an 

activity that never seems 

to lose its appeal for me.

After Loft, with the wind 

from the north, we set up 

our cabana on the sand 

dunes out of the wind at 

Cosy Corner and watched 

the surfers. With no trouble 

getting a park (that day!), 

and no-one around us, 

we were right under the 

spectacular ridgeline 

topped by the lighthouse, 

with nothing but beach 

and headlands stretching 

into the distance in the 

south.  Walking back to the 

car with the afternoon sun 

lighting the vegetation at 

the back of the dunes, it’s 

not hard to see why Byron 

is such a desirable place 

to live.

Loft: loftbyronbay.com.au

@loftbyronbay

Open: Sun–Fri, 4pm–late

Saturday, noon–late

Victoria Cosford

Maybe the sort of people who 

frequent farmers’ markets are 

a different breed to the rest of 

the general population when 

it comes to  their coffee, those 

challenging customers in 

café queues demanding ludi-

crously elaborate concoctions 

like 'half-strength decaf latte 

on oat, piping hot please.'

I’d asked Michelle Clarke 

of Bangalow Coffee if she 

encountered much of the 

preciousness which perme-

ates our coffee culture. Ever 

the diplomat, she agrees 

that ‘certainly people are 

more discerning regarding 

their coffee’ – although does 

concede that ‘sometimes 

all the milk options can be 

challenging on a busy part 

of the morning, but we work 

our way through it!’

And indeed they do, 

Michelle an unfailingly 

patient and warm presence 

at farmers’ markets for well 

over a decade now.  ‘Even 

though some are mainly 

looking for a caffeine hit’, 

she continues, ‘most just 

want a good brew.’

A good brew is definitely 

what you’ll get when 

you visit Michelle’s stall. 

She and husband Andy 

established their Nashua 

plantation in 1998 and 

started harvesting several 

years later. They planted 

one variety of coffee only, 

K7 (Arabia), which had been 

recommended by the NSW 

Department of Agriculture. 

‘It was the most suitable for 

the Northern Rivers at the 

time’, Michelle tells me.  The 

flavour doesn’t vary much 

from year to year, and the 

Clarkes allow their raw dry 

beans to mature over 4–6 

months, for a richer flavour.

They’re that rare thing 

up here, coffee growers 

whose own beans they 

harvest then sell – no 

blending, as that would 

involve an overseas bean. 

‘Our coffee’, says Michelle, 

‘is hand-picked over many 

months and only the ripest 

cherries are harvested. This 

allows the end product to 

be very sweet and mellow.’

That some regular cus-

tomers have been frequent-

ing their stall for over ten 

years is surely testament to 

that!

Bangalow Coffee are 

at Mullumbimby Farmers 

Market every Friday from 7 

to 11am.

Bangalow Coffee’s Terri Tompkins, Michelle Clarke and 

Kaya Love.

Open 6am – 12pm
Monday – Saturday

Shop 6/108 Stuart Street
Mullumbimby.

ALLPRESS ESPRESSSO

C O F F E E  S H O P

Impressive cocktails at Loft Byron Bay. Photo Jess Kearney

The 

Good Life

Hats off to Raes Dining Room Wategos (two hats) and 
new kid Bar Heather at 139 Jonson St Byron (one hat) for 
their standing in the SMH Good Food Guide. Along with 
Bistro Livi (M’bah) the only other regional hat winners 
were two restaurants each in Canberra and Orange, and 
one in Newcastle, proving the quality of restaurants in our 
immediate vicinity.
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LATIN PASSION ON FIRE IN BYRON
The 18th annual Byron Latin Fiesta is back and 

ready to set Byron Bay ablaze with Latin passion. 

Running 2–5 November, this event promises a 

vibrant program offering a much-needed opportunity 

for connection, dancing, learning, beachside 

relaxation, and, of course, more dancing. The 

fiesta is held over four nights and three 

days at Byron Theatre, and is Australia’s 

longest-running Latin dance festival.

Founded in 2006, the Byron Latin Fiesta 

was born from a profound love for Latin 

American music, dance, and culture, 

combined with an unwavering affection for 

the enchanting Byron Shire and its unique 

charm. Get captivated by the world of 

Latin dance. The Latin Fiesta offers 

dance workshops from beginners 

to experienced dancers. Whether 

you’re a seasoned dancer or 

just dipping your toes into the 

world of Latin dance, you can 

learn from talented artists, be 

inspired, and build your dance 

confidence. The party nights 

include dance performances 

and DJs for social dancing to 

all Latin rhythms including 

salsa, bachata, kizomba, 

zouk, tango and more. 

Saturday night features live 

Afro-Cuban band Chukale. 

The 2023 event features 

international dance artists 

Junior and Carolina (Dominican Republic/Colombia) 

who specialise in bachata, and Carlos and Anna 
(Angola/Finland) who specialise in kizomba. 

Various ticket options are available, accommodating 

diverse budgets. The full event passes and the 

beginner passes are the best value for money. Day 

passes and party passes are also available. Please book 

your tickets in advance. Numbers are limited owing to 

the venue capacity. 

For more info and to book: byronlatinfiesta.com.au

Look for them on socials: 

www.facebook.com/ByronLatinFiesta

FUN FRIDAYS AT HARVEST 
Only in Newrybar – on Friday, 3 November and Friday, 
1 December, it’s Newrybar’s favourite end-of-week 

celebration: Fun Friday.

Held on the Harvest village green on the first Friday 

of every month, Fun Friday is a free, family-friendly, 

community event open to everyone.

Bring your family and friends, find a spot on the green, 

and enjoy the spring evening. We’ll have live music, the 

garden bars will be in full swing, and our chefs will be 

cooking up some delicious eats from the wood-fired 

oven. As always, there will be loads of entertainment 

for the little ones too, so bring the family and raise your 

glass to the weekend.

Fun Friday is a free event, but RSVPs are required to 

secure your spot and will also enter you into our door 

prize raffle! You can RSVP via the QR code in our ad.

It’s important to note that Fun Friday is a licensed event. 

Only alcohol purchased from our garden bars may be 

consumed onsite.

Harvest village green, Friday 3 November from 5pm.

The 18th annual Byron Latin
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FULL FEST / ONE DAY / HALF DAY TIX available

IS SHE THE GODDESS 
OF BLUESFEST?
I hadn’t even heard of Jackie Venson until Bluesfest PR guru Gaynor Crawford 

insisted that I speak with her (Gaynor knows best!)

I have to say Venson was one of the most delightful interviewees I’ve ever had 

the pleasure of speaking to. She is an incredibly talented and smart musician 

with some great insights into music and life.

I for one can’t wait for: A) her album  Ghost in The Machine  to come out next 

month – the innovations she is implementing are fantastic; and B) to see her at 

Bluesfest next year – and you, you’d  be tripping if you didn’t get yourself down to 

Tyagarah to see this amazing woman.

Jackie, you play incredible guitar – you have been likened to Gary Clark, Jr. – 
but you also have a very beautiful voice and you write some amazing songs, 
do you feel you are a guitarist/singer/songwriter, or a songwriter/guitarist/
singer, or a singer/…? What do you feel is your priority? 

I think that the priority is always the songs. I think the songs are what separate 

artists from other artists. The songs are so so so important. And I think that they 

have an unlimited ceiling. I could be the greatest guitar player in the world, but 

a songwriter is going to pass me and go on to a whole other galaxy that I’m not 

even capable of getting to if I was just a guitar player.

Songs are everything, they are literally  everything  – they override everything. If 

you’re a great songwriter, you don’t even need to be a very good musician. Yeah. 

Like how many people out there are terrible to listen to singing? But they’re like 

the greatest songwriters in the world.

Have you been to Australia before? 
No, never. I’ve always wanted to go to Australia because I heard that Australians are 

huge fans of the blues and rock and that’s not always true over here in the States. 

I’m excited, because I’ve gotten a lot of support on the internet, from younger 

people and older people, but also, an overwhelmingly large number of young 

people in Australia seem to be catching on to my stuff. That’s really cool. So I’m 

looking forward to kind of being in that atmosphere of people who are like that.

So how many people are you bringing with you?
I’m gonna bring my mum, my tour manager, my husband, my drummer, and my 

drummer is gonna bring his wife… but it’s gonna sound like, ‘Wow’. Like there are 

seven of us. I’m a future girl and I like to use technology.

Will we hear new music at Bluesfest 2024?
I do have a new album coming out at the end of this month, 30 October. It’s 

called  Ghost in the Machine . And it’s a complete departure into jazz-rock – that’s 

what I’m calling it: jazz-rock. If you don’t like jazz and you don’t like rock, you’re 

not gonna like this album. 

What do you love about  Ghost in the Machine ?
What I love about this album is that every track has a corresponding outro jam 

track. So you hear it and it’s like what you would expect. It’s arranged and it’s well 

recorded. It’s hifi, but then what I noticed, when I didn’t have these in between 

jams – now, we have some time with each song – you can deconstruct it and 

that’s what’s so exciting about this album. 

• Ed – I had so many questions for Venson they don’t fit on the page, so you’ll 

have to check out  The Echo  entertainment page online (www.echo.net.au) to 

get the full interview.

You can catch this amazing artist at Bluesfest 2024 – for more details, visit: 
www.bluesfest.com.au.

awford 

ver had 

usician 



28 The Byron Shire Echo www.echo.net.au

More at bayfm.org 

In your car? 
Jump onto BayFM at 99.9FM for the 
Shire’s own and only radio station.

On your device?
 Find us on your radio app, or go to the 
source at bayfm.org to listen live or to 

listen back via the Program Guide. 
Yep, you have options.

OM IS WHERE THE HEART IS
Directors of OM Fest, Edo Khan and Caroline 
Crowly, are delighted to announce a unique social 

impact festival with a world-class program of 

musicians, yoga and meditation teachers for this, 

first of its kind, event in Byron Bay.

OM Fest will be held at The Green Room in the 

natural surrounds of the iconic Byron Bay Bluesfest 
– Tyagarah Tea Tree Farm.

The program is a curated, retreat-like experience to 

help participants immerse in the practices of mantra, 

movement, breath and meditation. These ancient 

tools of bhakti yoga help us to realise our limitless 

nature, connecting us to the unconditional love in 

our hearts and the universal wisdom of OM (totality).

Edo and Caroline have designed a journey that will 

be nurturing and nourishing for body, mind and 

spirit. A balance of movement, deep relaxation, 

meditation and musical elation. Sacred sound 

vibrations will be woven into all sessions and 

throughout the entire program.

OM Fest will begin on the evening of Wednesday, 
1 November with legendary chant master Krishna 
Das (USA) followed by three days of diving deep into 

the bliss of bhakti yoga with world class musicians, 

teachers and facilitators. OM Fest concludes on 

Saturday night, 4 November with a mega musical 

celebration ‘Omega’ – an uplifting ecstatic festival 

all-stars collaboration of world-fusion-conscious-

devotional-music concert, like no other.

OM Fest is a celebration of community, 

consciousness and compassionate living. OM Fest 

is a non-profit festival with 100 per cent of profits 

going towards making a tangible difference in our 

world through the work of A Sound Life and Help A 

School Foundation. By attending OM Fest you are 

supporting the artists and teachers you love, as well 

as transforming the lives of people in need.

The Om Fest village will have delicious vegetarian 

food stalls, chai tent, herbal elixirs, natural spring 

water for drinking, Ayurveda, bodywork, Vedic fire 

ceremony, as well as other delights.

For information and tickets visit: 
thegreenroombyron.com.

COPPELIA – THE ORIGINAL 
BARBIE STORY 
This weekend Byron Ballet audiences will reveal Barbie’s 

origin story – the true vintage doll that village hunk Franz 

(aka Ken) falls foolishly in lust with. They will show how 

Franz’s true-life girlfriend exposes Coppelia (aka Barbie) 

to be the mute mannequin we suspected all along. 

Coppelia is one of the funniest and best ballets out there, 

with mind-blowing classic music by Delibes that only 

Tchaikovsky can rival (Tchai was a huge fan of Delibes). 

Special guest dancer William John Banks has an 

intimate connection with Barbie too, having recently 

performed in the Hollywood Barbie movie as a dancing 

Ken. He comes to Byron between performances 

throughout the world in classical and contemporary 

productions, including London, Berlin, Broadway, Tokyo 

and Monte Carlo… all of the places you would expect to 

find your typical Barbie and Ken. 

This is a Byron Ballet production not to miss. Since 2006 

they have continued to present unique productions at a 

level that can only be matched by major city companies. 

A host of professional guests complement their local 

pre-professional advanced dancers and signature 

community performers. 

Coppelia is artful and alive entertainment for the 

whole family. 

Come prepared to laugh and smile with this joyful tale.

Eclipse the celluloid and screens this weekend. 

Book now – 4 shows only. 27, 28, 29 October at Byron 
Theatre. Tickets: www.byroncentre.com.au.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOM IS

 Krishna Das 
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FUN FRIDAY
NOVEMBER 3

Join us on the Village Green for Newrybar’s
favourite end of week celebration. The garden

bars will be in full swing, serving up some
botanically-inspired beverages, and our Deli
Chefs will be cooking up some delicious eats

from the wood-fired oven.

As always, there will be loads of entertainment
for the little ones too, so bring the family and

raise your glass the weekend!

RSVP TO ENTER THE DOOR PRIZE

SIR ANTHONY HOPKINS FILM OPENS BRITISH FILM FESTIVAL
The 2023 Cunard British Film Festival returns to Palace 
Cinemas this November with a stunning selection of films 

from the British Isles. This year’s line-up boasts an array 

of dramas, comedies, true stories and documentaries, 

featuring several of Britain’s finest, much loved acting and 

filmmaking talents.

Opening this year’s festival is the Australian premiere 

of One Life, starring Sir Anthony Hopkins and 

arriving direct from its world premiere at the Toronto 

International Film Festival. The film is based on a deeply 

moving true story of kindness and compassion that 

was almost forgotten for 50 years. Hopkins delivers a 

remarkable performance as Sir Nicholas Winton, also 

known as the ‘British Schindler’, who helped rescue 

hundreds of children from Europe on the verge of World 

War II. The film also stars Lena Olin, Romola Garai, Alex 
Sharp, Jonathan Pryce, and Helena Bonham Carter in 

supporting roles.

A new documentary that takes a deep 

dive into cinema history, My Name Is 

Alfred Hitchcock, offers fans old and 

new an inspiring portrait of a truly 

iconic filmmaker. Extensively and 

intricately researched, this insightful 

documentary weaves footage from 

virtually every film Hitchcock ever made 

to offer a fresh profile of the masterful 

movie maker and his practice.

Another much-loved 

name in British 

cinema is Ken 
Loach. The festival 

is delighted to 

present the Australian premiere of his new film The 

Old Oak. The latest work from the revered filmmaker 

tells the story of a publican who struggles to hold onto 

his small-town pub as tensions rise upon the arrival of 

Syrian refugees seeking asylum. True to form, Loach 

continues to examine social and human rights issues 

and delivers a heartfelt narrative on the power of 

acceptance and community.   

Engaging with notions of masculinity, self-discovery 

and gender expression with touching honesty and 

insight, writer-director Dionne Edwards’ Pretty Red 

Dress  is a beautifully poignant journey supported by a 

stellar cast and featuring the music of Tina Turner. Set in 

South London, the exhilarating sojourn weaves a story 

of powerful self-expression, confronting the past and of 

course, a glorious red dress.

Marcus Markou’s  The Wife and Her House Husband  

features an honest, tender script navigating the highs and 

lows of married life – Markou crafts an engrossing 

and engaging drama fuelled by solid central 

performances. Charting the breakdown of a 

marriage, a forgotten letter brings the couple 

together to face their past and their most 

intimate feelings for each other.

The festival opens on Thursday, 2 November in 
Byron Bay and runs until Wednesday, 29 Nov.

The full program is online: 
www.britishfilmfestival.com.au

Keep in touch with the 
festival: Instagram and 
Facebook @BritishFilmFest 
#BFF23 #BestofBritish

THE FLAVOURS OF WORLD MUSIC
Get ready for the full flavours of world musical mastery 

from across the globe – from traditional Japanese flute 

by Riley Lee to Indian classical rhythms, raga, African 

beats, harp and fresh fusion funk – this double CD 

launch event promises an electrifying fusion of cultures 

and genres. 

Living legend in the world music scene, Riley Lee, will 

grace us with his presence in this one-of-a-kind event 

as a member of Shaku-Shakti. The trio consists of 

three virtuosos: shakuhachi grand master, Riley Lee; 

Maharshi Raval, highly versatile Indian tabla player; 

and Shivam Rath, the Hindustani slide guitar maestro.  

Each artist shines solo, but when they come together 

they create a unique and transcendental sound that 

is unparalleled. 

The evening kicks off with an opening act by AWUWA, 

‘Visionary Chant’ + DJ Papa Richie on the decks, 

spinning funky world grooves and beats in between sets. 

He’ll take the grooves into the night. 

The second set features the fiercely groove-able force 

known as The Palm Wine Ambassadors. A nine-piece 

ensemble led by Jason Alexander Burns on the African 

harp known as the kora. Guaranteed to keep you on your 

feet with their energetic performance. 

There will be authentic South Indian food available so 

please bring some extra cash for the mouth-watering 

meals, snacks, chai, lassi and sweets.

Locals tickets are available at the Main Arm Shop, 
or if you’re an early bird, head over to Eventbrite, 
Shaku Shakti INZEN album launch with Palm Wine 
Ambassadors. Key code ‘Local’ for $5 off. Free 
admission for kids under 15. 

Saturday, 11 November at the Kohinur Hall from 4pm.
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CINEMA

SPECIAL SCREENINGS

NT LIVE: FRANKENSTEIN V1 
(ENCORE) (CTC) Sun: 3:00PM

NT LIVE: FRANKENSTEIN V2 
(ENCORE)  (CTC) Sat: 3:00PM

TAYLOR SWIFT | 
THE ERAS TOUR (CTC)

Thurs, Fri: 6:30PM
Sat, Sun: 3:15PM, 6:30PM

FAMILY FILMS

PAW PATROL: THE 
MIGHTY MOVIE  (PG)

Thurs: 11:00AM, 1:30PM, Fri, 
Mon, Tues, Wed: 11:00AM, 
2:00PM, Sat: 11:00AM,
Sun: 10:30AM

SCARYGIRL (PG) PREVIEWS

Sat, Sun: 10:30AM, 1:00PM

TEENAGE MUTANT
NINJA TURTLES: 
MUTANT MAYHEM (PG)

Daily except Sat, Sun: 11:00AM,
Sat & Sun: 10:45AM 

ALL FILMS

A HAUNTING IN VENICE (M)

Thurs: 11:15AM, 1:20PM, Fri: 
11:30AM, 1:20PM, Sat, Sun: 
1:20PM, Mon, Tues, Wed: 
11:30AM, 1:20PM, 7:30PM

BARBIE (PG)

Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun: 3:40PM,
Mon, Tues, Wed: 3:40PM, 
6:30PM

CARAVAGGIO’S SHADOW 
(MA15+) NFT Daily: 1:10PM, 3:40PM, 
6:15PM, 8:30PM

DUMB MONEY (MA15+) NFT

Thurs: 11:30AM, 1:45PM, 
4:00PM, 8:15PM, Fri: 11:30AM, 
1:45PM, 4:00PM, 7:30PM, Sat: 
10:45AM, 1:00PM, 3:00PM, 
7:30PM, Sun: 10:45AM, 
1:00PM, 7:30PM, Mon, Tues, 
Wed: 11:30AM, 1:45PM, 
4:00PM, 6:20PM

FIVE NIGHTS AT
FREDDY’S (M) NFT

Thurs, Mon, Tues, Wed: 

11:00AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:30PM, Fri, Sat, Sun: 
11:00AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:15PM

KILLERS OF THE
FLOWER MOON (M) NFT

Daily except Sat, Sun: 11:00AM, 
2:00PM, 3:00PM, 6:15PM, 
7:00PM. Sat, Sun: 11:00AM, 
2:00PM, 6:15PM, 7:00PM

OPPENHEIMER  (MA15+)

Thurs: 3:30PM, Fri: 4:00PM
Mon, Tues, Wed: 12:00PM, 4:00PM

THE CREATOR  (M)

Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun: 11:15AM,
Mon, Tues, Wed: 11:15AM, 8:15PM

THE KILLER (MA15+) NFT

Daily: 11:00AM, 3:30PM, 
6:00PM, 8:30PM

THE LAST NIGHT OF AMORE
(M) NFT Thurs: 1:00PM, 3:15PM, 
6:00PM, Fri: 1:00PM, 6:00PM, 
Sat, Sun: 10:40AM, 1:00PM, 
6:00PM, Mon, Tues, Wed: 
1:00PM, 3:45PM, 6:00PM

Session times subject to change - check web for most up to date sessions. *NFT = No Free Tickets

Mercato Complex 3hrs FREE parking Validation for all Palace Cinemas customers

108 Jonson St, Byron Bay
Session Times

Book Online at palacecinemas.com.au

Thurs 26 October – Wed 1 November
Session Times Ballina Fair Cinema

Ballina Fair Shopping Centre FREE parking Book Online at palacecinemas.com.au

Thurs 26 October – Wed 1 November

All Films

DUMB MONEY (MA15+) NFT

Daily: 2:10PM, 4:20PM,
6:30PM

FIVE NIGHTS 
AT FREDDY’S (M) NFT

Daily except Sat, Sun:
10:00AM, 12:15PM, 3:30PM,
6:20PM, Sat, Sun: 12:15PM,
3:45PM, 6:20PM

KILLERS OF THE 
FLOWER MOON (M) NFT

Daily: 10:15AM, 2:30PM,
6:00PM

PAW PATROL: THE 
MIGHTY MOVIE (PG)

Sat, Sun: 9:45AM, 11:45AM

SAW X (MA15+)

Daily except Sat, Sun:
1:00PM

SCARYGIRL (PG)  
SAT, SUN: 10:00AM, 1:45PM

THE CREATOR  (M)

Fri, Mon, Tues, Wed:
10:20AM

Palace Cinemas is proud to be preserving 
Ballina’s cherished community cinema, where 

we’ll continue bringing exceptional movie 
experiences to the vibrant Ballina audience!

47/84 Kerr St, Ballina

SCAN TO
 JOIN FOR FREE

To receive the
 absolute lowest
ticket price and

special offers, be
sure to join our

 Free Movie Club!

*NFT = No Free Tickets

HAVE YOU SENT 
US YOUR GIG?

Submit your event to the Echo’s free Gig Guide. 

Running in The Echo and online at echo.net.au.

gigs@echo.net.au

GIG 
GUIDE
It’s free to list your gigs in the gig guide.
gigs@echo.net.au w: echo.net.au/gig-guide.
DEADLINE 5PM ON FRIDAYS

WEDNESDAY 25
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, MARSHALL OKELL
BANGALOW BOWLO 
7.30PM BANGALOW 
BRACKETS OPEN MIC
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 6.30PM SCREENING: 
BLACK COCKATOO CRISIS
METROPOLE, 
LISMORE, COMEDY 
COMMUNE OPEN MIC
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 
6PM ART EXHIBITION 
‘HALLOWED GROUND’  

THURSDAY 26
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, DONNY SHADES
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM INO PIO
THE ROCKS, BYRON 
BAY, KENZO CRUZ
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 
6PM BENNY O’DWYER
DRILL HALL THEATRE, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 7.30PM THE 
ALMIGHTY SOMETIMES
LENNOX HOTEL HOTEL STAGE 
8PM JAM NIGHT
BALLINA RSL LEVEL ONE 
7PM THE BIG GIG COMEDY 
NIGHT – DAMIAN POWER + 
ALEXANDRA HUDSON, MC 
ELLEN BRIGGS
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 
5PM GLASS MCCANN, 
7.30PM POETRY 
COMPETITION

FRIDAY 27
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, MOJO RISING
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
7PM JASON DELPHIN + 
JEROME WILLIAMS BAND 
+ NO ID
BYRON THEATRE 7PM BYRON 
BALLET – COPPELIA
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 
5.30PM DJ YASMIN
BANGALOW HOTEL 
ROB SARIC

HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM 
BEN WHITING
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM GILLIAN 
COSGRIFF: ACTUALLY, GOOD
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ
LAINIE GODIVA
DRILL HALL THEATRE, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 7.30PM THE 
ALMIGHTY SOMETIMES
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
8PM KRAPPYOKEE WITH 
JESS
LENNOX HOTEL HOTEL STAGE 
9PM THE SWAMP CATS
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 
8PM DJ BUS
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6.30PM CHRISC
THE CITADEL, 
MURWILLUMBAH, 7.30PM THE 
LACHY HAMILTON TRIO + 
WARWICK ALDER
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
6PM NATHAN KAYE
KINGSCLIFF BEACH HOTEL 
7PM DJ NIGHT RIDER
PASTURE & CO., CURRUMBIN 
VALLEY, 6PM TIN PARLOUR

SATURDAY 28
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, RAGGA JUMP
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
8.30PM DJ QUENDO
BYRON THEATRE 2PM & 
7PM BYRON BALLET – 
COPPELIA
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 
1.30PM ANIMAL VENTURA, 
5PM DJ ABEL TORO
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 
4.30PM KIM CHURCHILL
DRILL HALL THEATRE, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 7.30PM THE 
ALMIGHTY SOMETIMES
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ 
JAKOB JON
ST JOHN’S SCHOOL HALL, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 8PM AMIR 
PAISS – PRAYERS FOR PEACE
CLUB LENNOX 7PM INO PIO

LENNOX HOTEL HOTEL STAGE 
8.30PM LENNOX GROOVE
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 
7PM MOSSY ROCKS
ELTHAM HOTEL 6.30PM POP 
RADIO + THE FLAMINGO 
JONES
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 
8PM HALLOWEEN DRAG W/ 
LYTEX
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6.30PM STOCKADE
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
6PM ROO MACKERRAS
SEAGULLS, TWEED HEADS, 
7PM JAMES REYNE PLUS 
BABY ANIMALS & NICK 
BARKER
TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
THE STAGE 8PM BLOOM 
SINGS ADELE
COOLANGATTA HOTEL 
7PM BRADAMON

SUNDAY 29
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, THE LONESOME 
BOATMAN
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
4.30PM LISA HUNT + DJ 
REIFLEX + LAZYWAX
BYRON THEATRE 5PM BYRON 
BALLET – COPPELIA
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 4PM DJ 
JR.DYNAMITE
KARKALLA, BYRON BAY, 
5.30PM LUKE BENNETT
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 
4PM DUBBARRAY
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 2PM BBFF2023: 
BRAND BOLLYWOOD 
DOWNUNDER, 
6.30PM BBFF2023: THE LAST 
TWO WEEKS AT LONGLEE
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
3PM OPEN-MIC WITH THE 
SWAMP CATS
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ ABEL 
TORO
DRILL HALL THEATRE, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 5PM THE 
ALMIGHTY SOMETIMES

CLUB LENNOX 3PM LUKE 
YEAMAN
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 
2.30PM BALLINA BLUES 
CLUB WITH SOREN 
CARLBEREGG QUARTET & 
GUEST DENNIS WILSON
SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA, 
3PM BULLETPROOF 2.0
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 4PM DJ 
MAGNUS
LISMORE REGIONAL GALLERY 
— POP-UP 5PM EXHIBITION 
OPENING – ‘WHERE THEY 
WALKED’ FEAT. KYLIE 
CALDWELL, NICKOLLA 
CLARK, LUKE CLOSE & JENN 
ROWE
ALSTONVILLE PLATEAU 
BOWLO & SPORTS CLUB 
3PM STUKULELE’S ‘STRUM 
‘N’ SING’
CHINDERAH TAVERN 2PM THE
JACKS

MONDAY 30
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, FELICITY LAWLESS
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM KELLY BROUHAHA
SOUNDLOUNGE, CURRUMBIN, 
8PM THE BLACK SORROWS

TUESDAY 31
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM BEN WHITING

WEDNESDAY 1
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, LEIGH JAMES
BYRON THEATRE 
1PM NATIONAL THEATRE 
LIVE: FRANKENSTEIN 
(VERSION 1), 
6PM EDENGLASSIE: 
MELISSA LUCASHENKO 
IN CONVERSATION WITH 
KERRY O’BRIEN
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM THE LEMON 
TWIGS
SHEARWATER HALL, 
MULLUMBIMBY CREEK, 
7PM SHEARWATER WAVE 
2023 – THE GATEKEEPER

KILLERS OF THE FLOWER MOON
Leonardo DiCaprio, Robert De Niro, and Lily 
Gladstone lead an ensemble cast in Killers of the Flower 

Moon, an American epic revisionist Western (telling it a 

bit more like it is, with less ‘Howdy Pardner’), crime drama 

directed and produced by Martin Scorsese, who co-

wrote the screenplay with Eric Roth.

Killers of the Flower Moon is based on David Grann’s 

broadly lauded best-selling 2017 book of the same name.

The plot centres on a series of Oklahoma murders in the 

Osage Nation during the 1920s, committed after oil was 

discovered on tribal land.

Osage elders somberly bury a ceremonial pipe, mourning 

the assimilation of their descendants into white 

American society. Wandering through the badlands 

of their Oklahoma reservation, several Osage find oil 

gushing from the ground. The tribe becomes fabulously 

wealthy after the exploitation of oil on their lands, but 

the reservation laws require white ‘guardians’ to manage 

their money.

Oil brought a fortune to the Osage Nation – they 

became some of the richest people in the world 

overnight. The wealth of these Native Americans 

immediately attracted white interlopers, who 

manipulated, extorted, and stole as much Osage 

money as they could before resorting to murder. 

Based on a true story and told through the improbable 

romance of Ernest Burkhart (Leonardo DiCaprio) and 

Mollie Kyle (Lily Gladstone), Killers of the Flower Moon 

is an epic saga, where real love crosses paths with 

unspeakable betrayal. The film also stars Brendan Fraser 
and Jesse Plemons.

Killers of the Flower Moon is on at Palace Cinemas, Byron 

bay and Ballina. www.palacecinemas.com.au
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Last week’s solution #513

Cryptic Clues 
ACROSS
1. Stubborn – aim over Australian 

sailors and retreating American 
soldiers (12)

8.  Run, work with English estimate (7)

9.  Old model, girl among 199! (7)

11. Small drama – soft, put down, 
allow (7)

12. Cult, one working a bit (7)

13. Echo signal – echo! (5)

14. Rig arrest, problem for offi  cial 
recorder (9)

16. Francoise Sagan says bonjour to 
French melancholia (9)

19. 101 – add up, return to art form (5)

21. Hold down work with media (7)

23. Perot, popular Italian composer of 
opera (7)

24. More cheeky – rise clumsily over 
idiot (7)

25. Joinin’ broadcast for Honest Abe (7)

26. Confused embers and spears – 
they look the same (12)

DOWN
1. Freeze light in the North Atlantic 

(7)

2. Camper or teaser? (7)

3. A purer set devised for openings 
(9)

4. Loots and fi res (5)

5. Looks briefl y for subtle shots! (7)

6. Retsina – gone off , and more 
unpleasant 7)

7. Workings together for enclosure 
over a long time, into diffi  culties 
(12)

10. Agreement over charges for the 
onset of childbirth (12)

15. Freedom fi ghter – sounds like one 
from Rwanda! (9)

17. Stalemate – I’m over it (7)

18. Strange thin eel – stop to draw 
it! (3,4)

19. Mother, involving sound of the 
Oddfellows (7)

20. Navy – is solar the new way? (7)

22. Bush the damaged brush (5)

Quick Clues 
ACROSS
1. Unyielding (12)

8.  Perform surgery (7)

9.  Vintage (7)

11. Short dramatic piece (7)

12. Segment (7)

13. Device for detecting and locating 
objects  (5)

14. Trainee medical specialist (9)

16. Sadness (French) (9)

19. Melody (5)

21. Persecute (7)

23. Composer of ‘The Barber of Seville’ 
(7)

24. More impertinent (7)

25. Assassinated US president (7)

26. Similarities (12)

DOWN
1. Country of fi re and ice! (7)

2. Caravan (7)

3. Holes (9)

4. Large bags (5)

5. Peeks (7)

6. More objectionable 7)

7. Collaborations (12)

10. Shrinkings (12)

15. Partisan (9)

17. Deadlock (7)

18. Its drawn in the sand! (3,4)

19. Lodge where members conduct 
ancient rituals (7)

20. Mariners (7)

22. Woody plant (5)

Mungo MacCallum’s Crossword #514

W I C K E T A Q U A R I U S
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F L A G S T A F F S N I P S
U D S L S T E E
L I M E C O M P A R I S O N

I P U A A S
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SCORPIO

ARIES: This week requires you 
being aware of the diff erence 
between responding and reacting. 
Under provocation, step back and 
assess the best course of action. 
A calm and considered approach is 
likely to get better results and less 
blowback than an expression of 
Aries temperament.

TAURUS: This year’s annual full 
moon in Taurus on 29 October 
highlights just how far you’ve come 
in a particular area of your life 
throughout the year’s accelerated 
changes. Take the time to reward 
yourself by fully acknowledging 
your progress and celebrating this 
special growth marker.

GEMINI: When your planet ruler 
and communication principle 
Mercury slides into secretive 
mode, it’s best to strengthen 
passwords and keep confidential 
information under wraps for the 
time being. If your trust alarm 
goes off , listen. Put anything that 
feels sketchy on hold and conduct 
due diligence.

CANCER: This week’s full moon on 
29 October in the sign of money 
and material security supports a 
revamp of your financial habits. 
No need for austerity though: 
just make certain that you keep 
enough aside to cover the basics, 
then go about enjoying your usual 
smorgasbord of earthly delights.

LEO: Fiery Mars in a fixed sign like 
your own is known to generate 
no mean amount of steam heat. 
If this week brings issues to a 
crescendo, stay in observer role 
and let dramas play out. Approach 
protagonists again once the air 
clears and smoke stops pouring 
out of their nose – and carefully.

VIRGO: Your mentor planet, mind 
master Mercury, moving into the 
sign of forensic investigation 
means this isn’t a time for idle 
chitchat or superficial small talk. 
As communication dives from 
cheap to deep, this week supports 
in-depth, honest conversations 
with yourself, with others, and if 
necessary a professional therapist.

LIBRA: In astrology Libra 
traditionally rules the kidneys, 
the body’s twin organs of 
detoxification. This week off ers a 
unique opportunity to delete some 
old conditioning around conflict 
management, and the possibility 
of handling certain behaviour 
patterns diff erently. Your personal 
balancing act? Between discipline 
and experimentation.

SCORPIO: The sun and Mercury 
joining Mars in your deep water sign 
announce your annual high season 
for… well, just about anything. 
You’re absolutely in your element 
this week, and if anyone knows how 
to maintain an air of mystery that 
keeps people wanting more, that 
would be your Scorpionic self.

SAGITTARIUS: If that financial 
situation you were hoping would 
magically go away by itself shows 
no sign of dissipating, get pro 
advice if needed, and know that 
the best way to address this is one 
step at a time. This week’s celestial 
energy supports your patience and 
persistence levels.

CAPRICORN: Metamorphic 
transits like the current one are 
not one-size-fits-all; everyone 
navigates them diff erently. Some 
people relish them and flourish; 
for others they bring a dark 
night of the soul. Whatever your 
experience this week, positive 
planetary support is available, so 
listen for downloads.

AQUARIUS: Yes, there could be 
surprise revelations this week 
which nobody expected. Your 
personal pressure test will be 
remaining open-minded, flexible 
and negotiable in situations where 
no one’s willing to give an inch, or 
to off er information which would 
help. Trying... but do your best. 

PISCES: Rocking the boat isn’t 
Pisces’ style, because you already 
know from past experience how 
that can cause way more than a 
gentle wave. As this week waters 
the lawns of your emotional 
landscape, trust that doors will 
open and the way forward will 
become clear. Be alert for clues.

STARS 
BY LILITH
With the sun and 
Mercury joining Mars 
in resourceful Scorpio, 
sign of transformation, 
what you focus energy 
and attention on this 
week is where change 
will manifest...

www.echo.net.au/soap-box

Praise the Madonna!
I love Madonna. Not her music so 

much. It’s not my jam. She’s such 

an incredible artist, that doesn’t 

matter. Because she is more than her 

music - she is iconic. I love her. I love 

how brave she is. I love how relentlessly 

authentic she is. I love how she doesn’t 

give a F. I love how she doesn’t listen to 

the dominant narrative. I love how she 

becomes the narrative. I love her sense 

of play. Her lack of shame. Her ability to 

stand in who she is and radiate positiv-

ity. It’s powerful. And it’s unique.

I love how she is 65 and she is still 

the centrepiece of conversations 

about ‘appropriate’ behaviour for 

women. I love that she is still making 

people uncomfortable. That she is 

asking us to have a conversation 

about what it means to be an older 

woman. She is one of the world’s most 

successful women, in one of the world’s 

toughest industries. And still, she won’t 

go home.

Her latest tour: Celebration, is a 

tribute to her extraordinary 40-year 

career. She dances on stage with an 

avatar of her younger self. She tells her 

younger self she is proud of her. She 

is unashamedly sexual. She embodies 

the generations where she made music 

and somehow became an intrinsic part 

of the soundtrack of most of our lives. 

She has been a powerful advocate for 

the LGBTQ+ community. And I watch 

her, a woman ten years my senior still 

be dangerous. Still be discussed and 

critiqued. While some are saying her 

show is triumphant, there are others 

who want her to go home and pick up 

her knitting. 

Although if Madonna did knit, it 

would be cock rings, not cardigans. 

Over the weekend I’ve watched the 

conversation about her age, and this 

push back from commentators that 

she is too much. Or that she hasn’t 

evolved. And I wonder if they realise 

it doesn’t matter what they say. She 

is on their lips. Her choices are the 

subject of the conversation. She is not  

invisible. Because that’s what happens 

to older women. They disappear.

Not her. Not even flesh-eating bacteria 

can keep her down. She’s made a 

recovery and she’s back, in a knee 

brace and a corset. Why aren’t we 

celebrating, as her tour suggests? Why 

are we criticising? It’s a performance. A 

show. It’s art. But somehow, detractors 

have made it very personal. The truth 

is, the world wasn’t ready for her 

overt sexuality when she was young. 

It certainly isn’t ready for her senior 

sexuality. It isn’t ready for that sort 

of confidence. OMG imagine a world 

where older women claim visibility. 

Where they refused to go quietly.

The world asks older women to cover 

up. It tells us we are no longer on show. 

That we better not draw attention to 

ourselves. Just blend in girls. Fade. Do it 

quietly and do it with grace. Step back. 

No one wants to see your veiny legs. Or 

your wrinkled face. Or your desire. 

We are told to put away short skirts 

and cut our long hair short. We button 

up our blouses. We send our heels to 

Vinnies. We head to the land of sensible 

shoes. Which is fine if that’s your 

choice. But maybe it’s not even about 

that. Maybe it’s about the narrative 

that exists around our disappearance 

that Madonna is disrupting the most. 

Maybe that’s why for some it’s so 

uncomfortable. Because they don’t 

want to see it. It’s confronting. It’s not 

safe. It’s complex and unexpected and 

unforgettable. You can’t unsee her. 

I love that Madonna has continued to 

redefine what it is to be a goddess. And 

not one that is consumed through the 

male gaze. No. Madonna directs. Always 

more of a Kali than an Aphrodite. And 

in her show, the one that has so much 

chatter she delivers everything.

Mother. Goddess of time, change, 

creation, power, destruction and death. 

She is a truly feminist goddess. She is 

unapologetic because there is nothing 

to apologise for. 

She is bloody amazing. For difficult, 

loud, angry, unusual, sensual, quiet 

and unseen women everywhere 

she continues to be a trailblazer. I 

have nothing but immense respect 

and gratitude. 

I see what she does, and I get it. Fuck 

the haters. Praise the Madonna!

– Mandy Nolan

MANDY NOLAN’S

While some are 
saying her show 
is triumphant, 
there are others 

who want her to go 
home and pick up her 
knitting. Although if 
Madonna did knit, it 
would be cock rings, 
not cardigans.
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388 COOPERS SHOOT ROAD, COOPERS SHOOT Rare Opportunity to Build Your 
Dream Hinterland Home!

PRICE  |  $2.8m - $3.08m

OPEN  |  Sat 28th October 10:30-11am

• Rare two acre vacant block with ideal North
orientation

• Sweeping views from mountains to Byron’s famous
lighthouse

• Sealed driveway, perimeter fencing, and power
access ready for building

• Convenient location: short drive to beaches, town
centres, and nearby schools and airports

7600M2

Denzil Lloyd  
0481 864 049

6B BELONGIL CRESCENT, BYRON BAY

Oliver Aldridge  
0421 171 499

Turn-Key Ready!

PRICE  |  $1.7m - $1.75m

OPEN  |  Sat 28th October 10-10:30am 

397M2

3 21 1

• Recently renovated by Avenue One Design,
featuring timber veneer cabinetry, concrete

• Perfect for downsizers, small families, and investors
looking for a low-maintenance residence

• Architectural concept plans included adding further
development potential

• Highly desired North Byron location, close to
beaches and amenities

41 GORDON STREET, MULLUMBIMBY

Paul Prior
0418 324 297

Sharon McInnes
0408 659 649

Central Location Character 
Cottage Plus Separate 
Studio - Contact Agent

PRICE  |  $1.45m - $1.495m

OPEN  |  Sat 28th October 2:15-2:45pm 

740M2

4 23 3

• The main residence, built circa 1904, features, high

• A fully approved, architecturally designed
secondary dwelling provides extra income potential

• Solar-heated, tiled magnesium plunge pool

• Beautifully landscaped gardens including a colourful
120-year-old frangipani tree

2/70 CENTENNIAL CIRCUIT, BYRON BAY

Tara Torkkola  
0423 519 698

Fully Approved 
Commercial Kitchen 

PRICE  |  $995,000 - $1.085m

OPEN  |  By appointment   

1 1 1

• Prime location in Byron Bay Arts & Industrial Estate,
close to shopping center and CBD

• Versatile layout measuring a total of 112m2. The
lower level is 72m2 and the upper level is 40m2

• Equipped with a 1200L grease trap, stove, cool
room, and more for food-related businesses

• Fully compliant with Byron Shire Council regulations,
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85 ARTHUR ROAD, CORNDALE AUCTION THIS WEEKEND! 
37 Acre Ranch minutes to 
Clunes Village

AUCTION  |  Sat 28th October 10am

OPEN  |  Sat 28th October 9-10am

37 ACRES

4 23 7

•
tounge and groove walls

• Originally part of the Corndale Tennis Club, the
property includes a full-size tennis court with night
lighting

• The original dairy bails has been converted into a
separate guest accommodation / studio

• An abundance of established fruit trees and home
to diverse wildlife

*Agent declares interest

8/24 SCOTT STREET, BYRON BAY Accepting Bids Now!
Luxury Two-Bedroom Apartment 
in Exclusive Resort

ONLINE AUCTION  |  Thurs 9th November 12pm

STARTING BID  |  $960,000

OPEN  |  Thurs 26th October 1-1:30pm

Sat 28th October 1:15-1:45pm

• Resort-Style Living with access to luxury amenities
including a heated pool, tennis court, spa, sauna,
and gym

• Views from the large private balcony overlooking the
pool and Arakwal National Park

• Open-plan living space with a well-equipped
kitchen featuring high-end appliances

• Close proximity to Byron’s town and beaches,
including a ten-minute walk to Tallow Beach

Sharon McInnes
0408 659 649

2 21 1

24/8 BYRON STREET, BYRON BAY Modern Spacious Central 
Byron Apartment

PRICE  |  $850,000 - $900,000

OPEN  |  By appointment 

• Situated in the heart of Byron Bay, easy access to
the beach, entertainment and amenities

• Lofty, raked ceilings create a bright and airy

• Live-in or holiday-let year round, low maintenance
property with onsite management

• Communal pool

1 11 1

Su Reynolds  
0428 888 660

0400 028 594

26 HENDERSON LANE, MULLUMBIMBY Tightly Held Ridgeline Position 
on 1 Acre with Lighthouse
and Ocean Views

PRICE  |  $2m - $2.2m

OPEN  |  Sat 28th October 9-9:30am

• Breathtaking panoramic ocean and ridgeline views,
of the lighthouse, Julian Rocks, and Koonyum Range

• Development opportunity with DA approved
architectural plans for a luxury build

•
add character without obstructing the views

• Close proximity to Mullumbimby, Brunswick Heads and
Byron Bay

Tara Torkkola  
0423 519 698

Jasmin McClymont
0434 029 668

4 22 3

4836M2

Paul Prior 
0418 324 297

Sharon McInnes 
0408 659 649
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An opportunity of growth for current 
food business

Food production facility
Large cool rooms

Storage areas
Very low maintenance solid steel contruction

Fully furnished managers residence

For further information contact
Antonio Mercuri  0434 629 521
antonio@gvpropertygroup.com
www.gvpropertygroup.com

For Sale
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VIGILANT SINCE 1986
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ljhooker.com.au

Property
Management

02 6685 0177
rentals@ljhbrunswickheads.com

Save yourself thousands, 
call the expert property management team.

Investment Management Team
LJ Hooker Brunswick Heads

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

entourage.com.au | (02) 6678 1751
Office 3/6 Jonson Street, Byron Bay NSW

Australian Credit Licence 475676
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We offer sound advice to property buyers and those looking 
to develop. Our advice includes providing you with the 

potential for development opportunities, restrictions on title, 
pre-purchase inspections, facilitating design & approval 

processes, managing construction contractors to completion.
Castrikum Adams Legal, our businesses 

undertake the complete suite of property transactions, along 
with construction and development project management. 

Complex property matters, conveyancing, easements, 
construction contracts, progress claims, completion 

inspections, we are there for you.

Buying & Developing Property?

caconstructionmanagement.com.au

Contact Craig Adams, 
Project Manager / Director

0411 575 991
craig@cacm.net.au

0412 833 280

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

Finance Broker

Acceptance Finance Pty Ltd ABN 62 953 405 689 Australian Credit Licence Number 391715
Credit Representative Number 395628

Home Loans
Investment Loans
First Home Buyers
Car Loans

Debt Consolidation
SMSF Lending
Commercial Loans
Development Funding

FINANCE

PROPERTY STYLING

cactushillproject.com.au 
home@cactushillproject.com.au

PROPERTY STAGING
styling for sale

call us for a free quote on 
0432 574 321

Rarely available in this location, this inviting well-presented 
home is ready for new owners to move in with nothing left to do 
but unpack and enjoy.  This home showcases a charming front 
entrance verandah, an exceptional master bedroom as well as 
a 2nd bedroom that runs the full width of the home. This 2nd 
bedroom has the potential to be converted into two separate 
rooms to create either a 3rd bedroom, home office or a fabulous 
craft/hobby room.
The refurbished modern kitchen has ample storage and bench 
space and is complemented with a built-in fan forced oven and 
a ceramic cooktop. The unique enormous master bedroom 
is complemented with a large built-in wardrobe and can still 
accommodate a king size bed, reading nook, dressing table as well 
as a chest of drawers. 
Generous size three-way bathroom is in good condition and 
features a large vanity unit, fully tiled shower room and a separate 
toilet.  This home would be ideal for mobility impaired people, 
requiring enough room to move around easily.
Energy efficient home with 2Kw solar system and a solar heat 
pump hot water service.
Retirement living at its best without the associated costs of exit 
fees and NO stamp duty.

Inspect: By appointment
Contact:  Kelvin Price 0423 028 468 / Heike Wilson 0403 713 658 

Mr Property Services

Noble Lakeside - Site 213
Park/Village Name: Noble Lakeside – Kingscliff

 2    1    2    $525,000
Amir Prestige

• 146 McGettigans Lane, Ewingsdale. Sat 1–1.30pm

• 61 Garden Avenue, Nunderi. Sat 12.30–1pm

Atlas by LJ Hooker 

• 61 New City Road, Mullum. Sat 10–10.30am

LJ Hooker Brunswick Heads

• 38 James Street, Mullum. Sat 11–11.30am

• 9 Blackbean Road, Wilsons Creek. 

Sat 11–11.30am

• 2/3 Newberry Parade, Brunswick Heads. 

Sat 12–12.30pm

Mana RE

• 52 Narooma Drive, Ocean Shores. Wed 4–4.30pm

• 73B Balemo Drive, Ocean Shores. Thurs 4–4.30pm

• 59 Riverview Street, Murwillumbah. Sat 9–9.30am

• 10 Beach Avenue, South Golden Beach. 

Sat 9–9.30am

• 17 Koellner Road, Cumbalum. Sat 9.30–10.30am

• 9 Green Frog Lane, Bangalow. Sat 11–11.30am

• 3 Kallaroo Circuit, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am

• 1345 Tyalgum Road, Eungella. Sat 10.15– 10.45am

• 73B Balemo Drive, Ocean Shores. Sat 11–11.30am

• 11 Dignan Street, Burringbar. Sat 11.45–12.15pm

• 14 Waramboool Road, Ocean Shores. 

Sat 12–12.30pm

• 2 Clifford Street, South Golden Beach, 12.30–1pm

• 121 Mcleod Street, Condong. Sat 1–2pm

McGrath Byron Bay

• 18 Edward Place, Knockrow. Sat 9–9.30am

• 2/5 Kumbellin Glen, Ocean Shores. Sat 9–9.30am

• 51 New City Road, Mullum. Sat 10–10.30am

• 238 Old Byron Bay Road, Newrybar. 

Sat 10–10.30am

• 5 Jarvis Street, Clunes. Sat 10.30–11am

• 43 Kingsley Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am

• 90 Alcorn Street, Suffolk Park. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 65 Beech Drive, Suffolk Park. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 5A Childe Street, Byron Bay. Sat 1–1.30pm

North Coast Lifestyle 

• 421 Left Bank Road, Mullum. Sat 10.00–10.45am

• 1 Cassia Court, Mullum. Sat 11.00–11.45am

• 4/46 Durrumbul Road, Mullum. 

Sat 12.00–12.45pm

• 5/2 Langi Place, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am

• 25/2 Langi Place, Ocean Shores. Sat 11–11.30pm

• 11 Riverside Crescent, Brunswick Heads. 

Sat 11–11.30am

• 3 Paldi Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 12.00–12.30pm

• 199 Palmwoods Road, Palmwoods. Sat 2–2.45pm

Ray White Byron Bay

• 7 Gardenia Court, Mullum. Wed 4–4.30 pm

• 31 Beachcomber Drive, Byron Bay. Thurs 12–12.30 pm

• 21 Carlyle Street, Byron Bay. Thurs 1–1.30pm

• 2/4 Julian Rocks Drive, Byron Bay. Thurs 2–2.30pm

• 31 Beachcomber Drive, Byron Bay. Sat 9 –9.30am

• 109–111 Broken Head Road, Suffolk Park. 

Sat 9–9.30am

• 21 Carlyle Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 2/182 Broken Head Road, Suffolk Park. 

Sat 10–10.30am

• 7 Gardenia Court, Mullum. Sat 10–10.30am

• 43 Jacaranda Drive, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am

• 3 Lofts Road, Coorabell. Sat 11–11.30am

• 24 Coolamon Scenic Drive, Mullum. Sat 11.30–12pm

• 2/4 Julian Rocks Drive, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

Ray White Rural Bangalow

• 33 Blackwood Crescent, Bangalow. 

Sat  11–11.30am

Ruth Russell Realty

• 54 Main Arm Road, Mullum. Sat 11 –11.45 am

Tim Miller Real Estate

• 51 Tristania Street, Bangalow. Sat 9.30–10am

• 9 Karinya Place, Clunes. Sat 10.45–11.15am

• 62 Forest Road, Uralba. Sat 12.15–12.45pm

First National Byron

• 160 Reardons Lane, Swan Bay. Thurs 11–11.45am

• 8/24 Scott Street, Byron Bay. Thurs 1–1.30pm

• 85 Arthur Road, Corndale. Sat 9–10am

• 26 Henderson Lane, Mullum. Sat 9–9.30am

• 2 Seastar Court, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am

• 69 Lilli Pilli Drive, Byron Bay. Sat 9.30–10am

• 38 Avocado Crescent, Ewingsdale. Sat 9.30–10am

• 6B Belongil Crescent, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 3/64 Kingsley Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 5/37 Childe Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 299 Myocum Road, Ewingsdale. Sat 10.30–11am

• 388 Coopers Shoot Road, Coopers Shoot. 

Sat 10.30–11am

• 509 Rosebank Road, Rosebank. Sat 11–11.30am

• 8 Cemetery Road, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am

• 4/7 Oceanside Place, Suffolk Park. Sat 11–11.30am

• 98 Wallace Road, The Channon. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 816 Federal Drive, Federal. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 15 Dinjerra Place, Mullum. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 14 Rifle Range Road, Bangalow. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 103 Goonengerry Mill Road, Goonengerry. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 8/24 Scott Street, Byron Bay. Sat 1.15–1.45pm

• 2/5 Chinbible Avenue, Mullum. Sat 1.30–2pm

• 27 Redgum Place, Suffolk Park. Sat 2–2.30pm

• 41 Gordon Street, Mullum. Sat 2.15–2.45pm

• 7/6-8 Norlyn Avenue, Ballina. Sat 3–3.30pm

OPEN FOR INSPECTION
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WE ARE HERE
TO SELL

INDUSTRY LEADERS IN HIGH END MARKETING AND SALES
Rez Tal

0405 350 682
Dave Eller

0404 364 284
Michael Ibrahin

0414 325 556

byronproperty.com.au
info@ byronproperty.com.au

PREMIUM SALES RESULTS IN A CHANGING MARKET

BRYCE & RACHEL CAMERON - 0412 057 672

3/47 Jonson Street, Byron Bay  |  0487 287 122
admin@c21byron.com | byronbay.century21.com.au

• Over 40 years of combined real estate/marketing experience
• Fresh and dynamic approach to marketing our properties
• Call our award-winning team to receive a complimentary new 

market value of your property
• Bringing world class corporate service with small town 

authenticity

12 years local Real Estate experience

Highly competitive fees & introductory offers

Friendly & Approachable agents you can trust

Premium results & peace of mind

Effective, modern technology  

Alyce Field & Kasey Williams
Ph: 04

E: admin@byronpropertyhub.com.au
Property Management & Sales

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au

millerrealestate.com.au
@timmiller_realestate

2022 - No #1 SALES AGENT 
2023 - No #2 SALES AGENT

for First National Australia Wide

SUSU RREYYNONOOLDLDSS
DIDIRECTCTOR/OR/SALES - CCHIEHIEH F CF CULTULTURAURAR L OOOL OL OOFFIFICEECECERCECE

0428282828288 8888888 6660  || ssrereynynnnnololololoololloloolololoooldsdsdsdsddsdsddssdsdds@b@b@b@b@b@b@b@@@@@@@@@@ yryry ononnnnbab yfyfffffnnn.nnn cocom

AGENTS

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

@taratorkkolafirstnational @taratorkkola_realestate

We felt fully supported through out the whole process. Tara 
and her excellent team went the extra mile, helping & guiding 
us right from the start and continued right through settlement. 

Tara is a joy to work with yielding formidable results.ts.

W

TARA TORKKOLA  - SALES
INTERNATIONAL MULTI MEDIA SELLING AGENT

0423 519 698 | tara@byronbayfn.com

Professional and results driven with 
extensive knowledge. Servicing the 
Byron Shire and beyond.

Call Paul for an appointment today.

PAUL PRIOR
SALES

0418 324 297
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

NP CONVEYANCING
PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE

NPC

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE?
We are here to help

PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS 
IN BYRON BAY NOW

NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE 
IN POTTSVILLE                  Lic No 06000098

Our services are:
• Conveyancing NSW and 
QLD – competitive fixed 
prices!  • Complex Property 
Matters  • Sale & Purchase 
of Business  • Retirement 
Village Contracts  
• Leasing  • Options

P: 02 6687 0548   |   F: 02 6678 0352   |   Suite 2/5 Lismore Rd, Bangalow NSW 2479

hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au   |   www.bangalowconveyancing.com.au

Conveyancing (NSW & QLD)
Property • Leases • Wills
Estates & Probate

Contact Jess Riddell 
0428 773 416 

jess@jhmobilelawyers.com.au
Local for 20+ years

CONVEYANCING

SHARON McINNES
SALES

0408 659 649
sharon@byronbayfn.com

LOOKING TO SELL? 
LOOKING TO RENT? 
WE DO BOTH!

CONTACT ME TODAY

justin@schmith.com.au
www.schmith.com.au 
@schmithrealty

AGENTS
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SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE
DEADLINE: For additions and changes to the Service Directory is 12pm Friday.

LINE ADS: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid.

For line Service Directory ads email classifieds@echo.net.au.

DISPLAY ADS: $70 per week for colour display ad. Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid. 

Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high. New display ads will be placed at end of section.

For display Service Directory ads email adcopy@echo.net.au.

The Echo Service Directory is online – www.echo.net.au/service-directory

ACCOUNTS & BOOKINGS: 6684 1777
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ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS 
ACCOUNTANT Paul Mayberry.............................................................................................. 66847415

ACUPUNCTURE 
ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis.............................................0490 022183

MARLENE FARRY Acupuncture and Chinese herbal medicine marlenefarry.com .........0416 599507

ACUPUNCTURE at EASTERN MEDICAL ACUPUNCTURE. Ph Dr Derek Doran .............0414 478787

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

AU 37088 Lic 246545C

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
1st Year Apprentice &

A Fully Qualified Service Technician
T: 6680 9394 E: artisan@artisanair.com.au

Mullumbimby 
Refrigeration & 
Airconditioning 
Services

– Sales – Installation – Repairs 
– All Commercial Refrigeration 
– Residential & Commercial

Airconditioning 
– Coolroom Design & Construction 
– Freezer Rooms

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby  
Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492 6684 2783

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 23 years experience. Lic 178464C AU30147 ..............0412 641753

CLIMATE CONTROL AUSTRALIA Lic 362019C AU 27106... JARREAU.............................0421 485217

ARCHITECTS
OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au.............................................. 66855001

ASPHALT

New Asphalt
Asphalt Repairs
Pothole Repairs

Base Work
Free Quotes

AUTOMOTIVE

6684 5296

CASH PAID FOR
UNWANTED CARS

Free metal drop off
Locally owned 6684aally owownedd

$50–$1500

CAR BODY REMOVAL
ABSOLUTELY FREE

BODY REMOVAL
CASH ON THE SPOT GUARANTEE
$50 - $1000
WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES & VANS
PHONE 0466 113 333 24/7
EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au

BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION

666800 8862
FREEE MEASUREE QUOTEE 

     
    

  

CURTAINS 

SUNSCREENS 

AWNINGS  
ROLL BLINDS 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

LOCAL    

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

B L I N D S    S H U T T E R S    A W N I N G S    C U R T A I N S

BRICKLAYING

WALLFIX
REMEDIAL

• 20 years’ experience in lintel replacement
• Crack stitching installation • Repointing
• Retaining walls and all damaged brickwork
Call: 0403 141 760 • Email: wallfixremedial@gmail.com

www.wallfixremedial.com.au
Servicing the Northern Rivers

Lic no. 292267C Master Builder No. 3029326

BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors. Lic 291958C. Phone Mark ........................................0409 444268 

BUILDING TRADES
• DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable 

market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

Structural – Landscaping
Fencing – Composite Decking
Hardwood – Pine – Hardware

B&B Timbers
66867911

110 Teven Road, Ballina
New logo - Same quality & service

sales@bbtimbers.com.au            www.bbtimbers.com.au

www.stoneysbuildingcreations.com

Licensed builder, 
specialising in 
Bathroom renovations.Quality workmanship, and reliable and personalised service.0417 654 888

Lic: 317362C

DINGO DEMOLITIONS & ASBESTOS REMOVAL ................................. 66834008 or 0407 728998

BUILDER – JOHN McGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C.............0415 793242

HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C...............................................0432 565060

FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C ......................... 66808162 

CARPENTER qualified and insured. No job too small. Ph Dylan ....................................0497 292521

ALL CARPENTRY & BUILDING WORK Owner builder friendly, refs avail. Lic 203206c 0424 158585

BUILDER Extensions, reno, new homes, insurance, landscaping, all jobs Lic19953Q ...0403 458177

BUSH REGENERATION & WEED CONTROL 
WEED CONTROL SPECIALIST Bindii weed / broadleaf weeds in lawns etc. .....................0418 110714

CLEANING

Services List

(Low Pressure Softwashing)

Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings,

Solar panels, Retaining walls

Driveways, Paths, Pavers, 

Fences, Decks, Patios, 

Pool areas.

Locally owned and Operated

Residential and Commercial

No job too big or small

Obligation free quote

Fully insured

0426 119 550      info@nraquapressurecleaning.com.au      ABN: 47576013867

AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING

Byron Bay 5 Stars
CLEANING SERVICE

CLEANS: Holiday, Residential, Bond, Commercial, Spring.

Phone Mick 0409 009 024
Email: mickbhl@gmail.com

DETAILED CLEANER/GUEST HOUSE MANAGER All natural products 4.8 Stayz rated..0410 723601

FULL CIRCLE REFINISHING Professional cold & hot water roof & pressure cleaning. ..........0455 5735545 

ANGEL5STAR HOUSEKEEPING & CLEANING SERVICES Efficient/Effective/Reliable ....0493 504192

COMPUTER SERVICES

We provide solutions to Windows PC 
issues in the convenience of your 
home or business. We service all areas 
from Byron Bay to Tweed Heads. Call 
Justine and Jeffrey today for fast, 
reliable and affordable service!

• Software/hardware installation.
• New or improved PC setup.
• PC cleaning.
• Improving PC performance.
• Internet connection issues.
• Printer connection issues.
• Networking solutions.
• File backup.
$100/hr.

0403 546 529
jjmooters@gmail.com

RENT-A-GEEK Mobile PC Repair (Byron Shire) .................................................................... 66844335

FLASH COMPUTERS Mac & PC. Affordable & helpful. 77 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby.02 66844124

CONCRETING & PAVING

SALISBURY 
CONCRETING  

Li
c.

13
67

17
c

Over 30 yrs’ local experience.
All forms of concreting. 
Residential • Civil • Industrial 

DARYL 0418 234 302

Lic No. 337066C

ALL AROUND 

CONCRETING
Free 

Quotes
Call
Daniel 0424 876 155

Tipper Truck with Driver Hire

SHAKA CONCRETING Driveways, sheds, slabs, p/ways, patios. Insured & Lic#391742C 0402 728207

EXCAVATOR & TIPPER HIRE Concreting & landscaping................................................0484 861966
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DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS

DECKS
FREE QUOTES

Call Mark 0498 115 182

Li
c 

N
o 

14
23

83
C

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY DECK RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

easily sand over nail/screw heads!

THE DECK DOCTOR Sanding & refinishing, cable balustrading. Free quotes. Richard ...0407 821690

FULL CIRCLE REFINISHING – Specialist deck sanding and oiling. Free quotes ...........0455 573554

DESIGN & DRAFTING

BAREFOOT BUILDING DESIGN www.barefootbuildingdesign.com..........Bob Acton 0407 787993

DAVID ROBINSON DESIGN DRAFTING All Council & construction requirements ......0419 880048

BYRON ENERGY EFFICIENT DESIGN & DRAFTING www.beedad.com.au ...............0423 531448

FENG SHUI DESIGN CONSULTANT Lizzie Bodenham livingbalancedesigns.com.au.......0431 678608

NORTHFACE DESIGNS www.northfacedesigns.com.au..............................Cody Greer 0434 272353

MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com......................................0402 613638

MARK OAKLEY DESIGN & DRAFTING www.modesign.au...........................................0422 666464

DESIGN & DRAFTING Residential & commercial projects. borrelldesign ...................... 0412 043463

DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

04677 4822 9948For Free Quote
Call Now!

Coast To Country 
AsphaltAsphalt

Specialising in: 
• Asphalt Driveways • Sub-divisions 
• Earthworks • Carparks 
• and all Maintenance!

ons sions

East Coast Asphalt
ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT 

& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859
SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF 

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

TINY EARTHWOR
Philip Toovey 

0409 799 909
various implements available for limited access projects

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS • DRAINAGE DESIGN
• DRIVEWAYS • PADS • WATERWAYS

• ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344 939    www.360earth.com.au

Driveways & Crossings

Trenching for
Plumbing & Electrical

Drainage Solutions

House Pads

Flood Protection &
Erosion Control

Pools & Ponds

Ryan: 0477 285 074
newgroundex.com.au

Over 15 years experience. Excavating with 
Care, Precision & Respect.

S e r v i c i n g  t h e
Northern Rivers NSW

NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr. 0402 716857

ELECTRICIANS

0439 624 945  AH 02 6680 4173
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

ALL JOBS: SMALL 
OR LARGE

Lic: 154293c

LEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIAN
DOMESTIC • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

SERVICING: • Tweed • Byron • Lismore • Kyogle

• Mains installs / alterations • Switchboard upgrades

• Meter queries • Tree maintenance near services

Matthew Rutland  matt.positivelectrical@gmail.com

0439 733 703
NSW Lic# 312117  ASP Lic# 5547 AUTHORISATION# 503808

COUGHRAN ELECTRICAL 24 hour service, Lic 154293C.......................... 0439 624945 or 66804173

RONNIE SPINKS Everything electrical. Lic 27673 .........................................................0429 802355

JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data + TV. Lic 133082C.......................0432 289705

JIM LABELLE ELECTRICAL O.Shores, Mullum, Byron, Brunswick. Lic 176417C..............0415 126028

BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small...0422 136408

VALLEY WAY ELECTRICAL, 15 yrs exp. Domestic, commercial, new builds. Lic 253977c 0475 910622

FENCING
BYRON & BEYOND FENCING Any fence, any time, prompt quotes....... 66804766 or 0439 078549

EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. ..................................................0432 107262

FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable.......0416 424256

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING
THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

BYRON BAY FLOOR SANDING New and old floors. Non toxic.....................................0408 536565

FURNITURE MAKER

custom furniture and joinery

@ianmontywooddesign         0414 636 736

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

0430 297 101
livingearthgardens.com.au

Est. 2010

All aspects gardening & mowing
Enhancive garden makeovers

STEEP SLOPES – UP TO 60°
HEAVY GROWTH SLASHING
GRASS, LANTANA, TOBACCO 
AND MORE

   Call 0493 458 956
   slopemower.com.au

SLOPE MOWING AND SLASHING

We mow where no man 
has gone before

LAWN CARE | PADDOCK SLASHING | SLOPE MOWING | TREE PRUNING
HEDGE REDUCTIONS | GARDEN BLITZES CALL/TEXT PAUL 0403 316 711

MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter................0423 756394

GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured .66841778 or 0405 922839

A-Z gardening & maintenance, lawns, acreage, hedges, gutters, p. clean-ups, tip runs ..0405 625697

LEAF IT TO US Specialists in tree services and acreage mowing ....................................0402 487213

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m3 trailer..............................................................0408 210772

RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging.........0424 805660

GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael .........................0497 842442

POLLEN GARDENS Lawn & garden maint’. Professional & reliable. Dip. Hort. Dave......0438 783645

GW MAINTENANCE Ride-on mowing, acreage and large lawns. Ph George ................0408 244820

ACES Gardens, Maintenance, Handyman, Landscaping all aspects. ............................0477 851493

BYRON MOWING & GARDEN MAINTENANCE No lawn too big or small .....................0431 089537

MOWING, hedgetrimming, gutter cleaning and tree lopping. Call Trevor .....................0400 094265

GAS FITTERS & SUPPLIERS

Free Delivery
No Rental
Reliable

Locally Owned 
Est 1996

www.brunswickvalleygas.com  •  0408 760 609

Andrew Keller Plumbing & Gas Service Pty Ltd

• Commercial Gas Equipment, Installation & Service Specialist
• General Plumbing Maintenance & Hot Water
• Back Flow Device Testing
• TMV Servicing

Byron Bay & SURROUNDING AREAS

0418 662 784 kellergasplumb@gmail.com

p

m

32 yrs servicing the local area

LIC: 103119c

GRAPHIC DESIGN

 @thinkblinkdesign
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Graphic Design / Print
Branding / Tutoring

GUTTERING
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Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.

www.spotlessgutters.com.au
0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 180 623 364 42

 Gutter guard
 Gutter cleaning
 Locally owned
 Fully insured
 Free quotes

HANDYPERSONS

Handyman 
Carpenter

Call 0403 793 834
All jobs: Big & small – All areas

HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, welding ......................................... 66884324 or 0476 600956

AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne...............................0423 218417

ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN. Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark ........0402 281638

KEEN HANDYMAN SERVICES Repairs, maintenance, gardening, odd jobs ..................0428 679704

HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling. Michael ........0421 896796

LOCAL, HONEST, RELIABLE, high quality work. Home maintenance, odd jobs. Ray..0407 802281

YOUR HANDYMAN No job too small or too big. Lic 203206c .......................................0424 158585

CARPENTER Lic 192987c. Doors and fit out. Small jobs.................................................0437 202050

HEALTH

• OTHER HEALTH RELATED SECTIONS IN THIS SERVICE DIRECTORY: Acupuncture, Chiropractic, 

Counselling, Dentists, Osteopathy, Physiotherapy

ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne ........................................... 66857366

MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations.............. 66843002

MOVE TO NURTURE PILATES STUDIO & mat classes. Lennox Head ............................0404 459605

AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen – Om Healing..............................0422 387370

SEASCAPELENNOX.COM Suffolk Pk & Lennox. Bowen therapy, massages & beauty....0409 112075

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 1 hour $50. Mark..................................................................0448 441194

THERAPEUTIC SUPPORT Mind and body healing, massage therapy. Rob ...................0432 583195

HIRE

MULLUM HIRE Marquees & all event equipment. Tools & machinery. Pool supplies & service 66843003

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES 

Sand | Soils | Gravels | Pots & statues | Lots, lots more
1176 Myocum Rd, Mullumbimby (just past golf course)

6684 2323

LANDSCAPING 

Text or Ph: 0448 401 638

LANDSCAPING & EARTHWORKS

goldleaflandscaping

20 years local experience       

8
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www.goldleaflandscaping.com.au4 ton Kobelco 10 ton Kobelco

LALA

• General Landscape Creation
• Rural Lifestyle Landscaping
     Specialists
• Outdoor Carpentry (decks/ out
     buildings/ fencing/ garden walls etc)

• Garden overhauls
• Camphor/
     Macadamia Conversions
• Mass Plantings and
     Rainforest Creation

LOCKSMITH

Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair .......0412 764148

PAINTING

• DEPARTMENT OF FAIR TRADING INFO: When dealing with home owners, painters are required 

to quote a licence number only for external work valued over $5000.

PERICA PAINTING 17 years exp. Qualified, licensed, insured Lic356906c .....................0424 135810

ALL-WAYS PAINTING
BYRON BAY

• Domestic & Commercial
• Servicing all areas 

• Workmanship guaranteed 
• Attention to detail

Li
c 

No
 18

91
44

C

0438 784 226 • 6685 4154

YVES DE WILDE  QUALITY PAINTING SERVICES

FINALIST OF THE MASTER PAINTERS OF 
AUSTRALIA AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE

ENVIRO FRIENDLY PAINTING

 6680 7573 0415 952 4946680 7573 0415 952 494
www.yvesdewilde.com.au    

duluxaccredited.com.au

LIC 114372C

PEST CONTROL

YOUR PEST & TERMITE SPECIALISTS

 Free quotes on active termites  Environmentally safe

www.allpestsolutions.com.au

6681 6555

www.lighthousepest.com.au
02 6685 6061     0432 181 689

Serving the shire
since 1986

ENVIRONMENTALLY RESPONSIBLE 
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

THE PEST MAN EXTRAORDINAIRE Second opinion / alternative views. 50 yrs exp .....0418 110714

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL................................................................................ 66842018 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Tree Faerie Fotos
Professional • Commercial • Personal

www.treefaeriefotos.com • 0417 427 518

30+ years experience in commercial 
photography and photojournalism

PHYSIOTHERAPY

NICK EDMOND Physiotherapy & Acupuncture. Open Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday

466 Main Arm Road, Mullumbimby..................................................................................... 66845288

ANTHONY D’ORSOGNA Physiotherapy, acupuncture, hydrotherapy Suffolk Park 1 Bryce St... 66853511

OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics, 

shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman ..................................................... 66803499

PELVIC FLOOR PHYSIOTHERAPY 88 Byron St Bangalow with Lisa Fitzpatrick.............0422 993141

EWINGSDALE PHYSIO Matrix Therapy, all ages, massage, home visits. Renata ...........0437 647137

PICTURE FRAMING

MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in Ocean Shores ..................................0403 734791

PICTURE HANGING

PROFESSIONAL PICTURE HANGING, also display of art and objects. Phone Lenny .0407 031294

PLASTERING

ALL THINGS GYPROCK & MICROCEMENT Lic#255548C ..............................................0402 538155

PLUMBERS

NEED A PLUMBER? 
DRAINER? GASFITTER?
Chay 0429 805 081
25 YEARS LOCAL SERVICE

Licence No. 207479C

Taking on work NOW!
0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com

Ben The Plumber
    Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores,

  Brunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds
30 years’ experience  Lic: 321191C

Pro Plumbing ServiceScotty’s
Reliable and experienced

Working in Byron Bay for over 20 years
Phone Scotty anytime 0419 443 196

scottypro27@gmail.com  –  NSW Licence Number L13549

ppppppp d
tile and metal

0421 466 921

From leaky taps
to construction
Jetter & Camera
for all blockages

Two generations of local plumbing

• Drain clearing, inspections & repairs • CCTV camera & location equipment
• 1.7T excavator & tipper truck • Fully insured

Ph: 0429 888 683  unblockall.com.au

Lic# 378040C

Lic No: 218371C

YOUR LOCAL PLUMBER
24 Hour Emergency Service
Call us on 0406 07 07 38

BILL CONNORS All plumbing/draining. Lic #1051 .................................. 66801403 or 0414 801403

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C ....0419 019035

DAVE SPARKES Plumber, drainer, LP gasfitter. Call out $120 inc first hour. Lic209669C ....0418 167074

POOL SERVICES
BLUE EDGE POOL SERVICES Cleaning, maintenance, etc. 20 years experience. Joe..........0405 411466

REMOVALISTS

Andy’s Move & More
Small & Medium Moves, Pianos, 
Artworks, Tip Runs, 1 or 2 Men
at Low Prices to Most Areas

Based from Byron Bay & Mullumbimby
Calls always returned 0429149 533 Est 2006

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO
From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth

Just give us a ring
• Freight services to Brisbane weekly

• Carriers of fine art • Furniture removal
• E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646

Removalists continued on next page
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REMOVALISTS (continued)
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• Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne • Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne 
• North Qld • Country • Interstate • North Qld • Country • Interstate • • LOCALLOCAL

02 6684 2198  queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au

SERVICING THE NORTHERN RIVERS
AND BEYOND

Byron Coast Removals

Competitive rates and packing supplies available
0432 552 067 | 6684 5481 | byroncoastremovals@gmail.com

CAPE BYRON REMOVALS PTY LTD
Family Owned and Operated
Local Business since 1989
Servicing Locally:
Interstate:

Competitive Rates. Professional Service
0413 505 893
capebyronremovals@gmail.com

MAN WITH A VAN/TRUCK Reasonable rates. Phone Don ............................................0414 282813

BENNY CAN MOVE IT! .................................................................................................0402 199999

ROOFING

MONTYS METAL
ROOFING

Licence NSW: 30715C
Licence QLD: 1227049 

DOMESTIC • INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL

Metal Roofing Installations
Guttering  •  Downpipes  •  Fascia

Skylights  •  Whirlybird Patios
Repairs  •  Leaf Guard

Craig Montgomery – 0418 870 362
Email: montysmetalroofing@gmail.com

www.montysmetalroofing.com.au

Roof Repairs
Gutters
Replacements
Downpipes

BLUE SKY ROOFING NSW
FOR A FREE QUOTE

0450 659 114
Lic No. 304784C

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY roof RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

‘Local team 10 years in business’

RUBBISH REMOVAL
OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip specialists ......................................... 0412 161564 or 66841232

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m3 trailer................................................................0408 210772

SELF STORAGE
BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE............................................................................................... 66858349 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C. 0407 439805

SOLAR INSTALLATION

Your local, qualified team. 
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs. 

Your local, qualified team.
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs....... 

m 0428 320 262
e sunbeamsolar@bigpond.com
w sunbeamsolar.com.au

Call us on
6679 7228

Pioneers of the solar industry Serving Northern
NSW since 1998

Electric Lic 124600c

TELEVISION SERVICES

DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas .......... 66843575 or 0414 922786

TILING

TILER / WATERPROOFER. Lic 24418C. Ph Karl...................................................................0439 232434

AJ’s TILING: all aspects. Bathrooms, kitchens, walls, floors, waterproofing. Lic 239988C. 0416 345202 

TRANSPORT

arrive@byronbuscompany.com.au Call 0490 183 424

Airport Transfers | Tours | Nights Out | Beach Walks
Events | Parties | Weddings | Corporate | Festivals

Door to Door
Charter Services

BYRON
BUS Co

Get a Quick Quote Now

TREE SERVICES

CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES
The Fully Insured Professionals

Mark Linder Qualified Arborist
0408 202 184  

choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

•  Stump Grinding  •  Bobcat  •  Cherrypicker  
• Crane Truck  •  18" Chipper

• 20 years local knowledge and experience • Fully insured / free quotes 
• 19 inch chipper • Bobcat • Cherry picker • Crane truck

www.harttreeservices.com.au

0427 347 380

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING
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0435 019 524

Martino
TREE SERVICES
Byron Bay & Beyond

TREE CARE SPECIALISTS

leafi ttous.com.au

kascha@leafi ttous.com.au

Local . Reliable . Insured 

0402 487 213
SUMMERLAND TREE SERVICES ............................................. Call Tim 66813140 or 0417 698227

BYRON TREE SERVICES Qualified, insured. Call Alex ....................................................0402 364852

MARTINO TREE SERVICES ............................................................................. Martino 0435 019524

LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes .......0402 487213

UPHOLSTERY
BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists............................. 66805255

VALUERS
BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers ............ 0431 245460 or 66857010

VETERINARY SURGEONS
MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Willis, Mark Sebastian – After hours avail ... 66843818

NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer................................................. 66840735

WATER FILTERS

for home, commercial 
and rural properties

6680 8200 or 
0418 108 181

The Water Filter Experts

WATER SERVICES

• Same day & onsite pump repairs • 24 hour emergency call out
• Water filtration design, supply & installation

• Pool pump supplies & services  • Pool contract servicing
• Pool water testing  • Household water testing

6684 2022  A/H: 0419 963 750

WATER SERVICES

WELDING
WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless ..0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS
CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David.............................................0421 906460

WINDOW TINTING

SUNRISE W. T. 3/19-21 Centennial Cct, Byron. Cars, homes, offices, etc. High quality ..0412 158478

SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price.........................0434 875009

WRITING SERVICES

www.heartcraftcreative.com
Cassie Douglas  |  0407 199 183

COPYWRITING, EDITING
+ GHOSTWRITING

SERVICES
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 AGMs
BRUNSWICK VALLEY MEALS ON 

WHEELS SERVICE 10am, Wednesday 
22 November at the Brunswick Valley 
Community Centre, South Beach Rd, 

Brunswick Heads. 
All welcome. Enquiries 66851498

PROF. SERVICES

DENTURES
LOOK GOOD
FEEL GOOD

Free consultation. SANDRO 66805002

HEALTH
SHAMANIC HEALING

deborahwolf.com.au

KINESIOLOGY
Clear subconscious sabotages.
Reprogram patterns and beliefs.

Restore vibrancy and 
physical health. De-stress.

0403125506
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

HYPNOSIS & EFT
Simple and effective solutions.

Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma.
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

 PSYCHEDELIC ASSISTED THERAPY
psychedelicassistedtherapy.com.au

TRADEWORK

TREE SERVICES
Leaf it to us 4x4 truck/chipper, crane 
truck, stump grinding. Local, qualified, 
insured, free quotes.  0402487213

FOR SALE

MIELE WASHERS 
Dryers and dishwashers available at 
Bridglands Mullumbimby. 66842511

ARCHIBALD’S CHEAP 
QUARRY PRODUCTS

Road base, gravel, blue metal and metal 
dust. ALL SIZE DELIVERIES. 

Phone 66845517, 0418481617

WANTED
LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop 
crap! Matt 0401955052

GARAGE SALES
16 ALOOTA CRES, O/S At Adele’s. Sat 
8am. Lovely women’s clothes, jewellery, 
bric-a-brac, cruiser bike gd cond, h/wares.

SARONG SALE From $15. And fabulous, 
designer jackets. 22 Jubilee Ave, opp 
High School, Mullum. After 8am, Saturday

CARAVANS
CARAVANS 

We buy, sell & consign. 
All makes & models.

0408 758 688

HOLIDAY ACCOM.
WOOLI holiday house between the river 
and sea. Spacious, 4 bdr plus sleepout, 
3 bath, sleeps 10, linen included. Avail 
November to 20 December. 0427841621

TO LET
LISMORE HEIGHTS 

Stylish duplex. 3 bedroom, 1 with 
ensuite. Ducted aircon. Elevated, great 

views. Double garage. Quiet area. 
Available soon. 0413805120

LOCAL REMOVAL
& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly, 

with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

MOTOR VEHICLES

WANTED TO RENT
MATURE COUPLE, non-drinkers, quiet, 
looking for accommodation. We are good 
renters, clean and tidy, private. We are 
looking for a granny flat, rooms, or at 
this stage even a place to pitch our tent! 
Phone 0401461940

GRANNY FLAT/STUDIO Local man in full 
time employment. Excellent refs, bond/
deposit, in Byron Shire. 0478007615

POSITIONS VACANT
ADMIN/PA (p/t) 3–5 mornings p/w. Byron 
CBD law migration office. Apply with CV 
to tyndallcolawyers@gmail.com

HOUSEKEEPER
2 days p/w. Bangalow. Both days short 

hours. Ph 0402061110

DISABILITY SUPPORT WORKER for 
Mullumbimby and surrounds to join our 
team. Must have WWCC, First Aid, driving 
licence and own vehicle. 0475242593 or 
email resume info@byronbaycare.com.au

DATA ENTRY Billinudgel, casual, start 
now 1–4 days until X-mas, after that 
neg. Must have attention to detail, be 
tech-savvy & totally switched on. Local 
preferred. walter@greenpack.com.au or 
0405383039 

HEAD CHEF & SECOND CHEF WANTED
for busy gourmet burger bar in Byron 
Bay. Will be responsible for hiring staff, 
rostering, training, menu design and 
stock control. Great pay & working 
conditions for the right candidate. Room 
to grow within the business. Please email 
enniswill@yahoo.co.uk

LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Work 
available in busy adult parlour. Travellers 
welcome. 66816038 for details.

TA X I  D R I V E R S  WA N T E D
Flexible work hours – perfect 2nd income
Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

EROTIC MASSAGE STAFF reliable and 
friendly for Gentlemen’s Relaxation 
Centre 18+.  Tweed.  Grace  0418185791
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DISCLAIMER
Advertisements placed in The Byron 

Shire Echo do not reflect the views or 
opinions of the editorial staff.

The Byron Shire Echo does not 
make any representations as to the 

accuracy or suitability of any content 
or information contained in advertising 

material nor does publication 
constitute in any way an endorsement 

by The Byron Shire Echo of the 
content or representations contained 

therein.
The Byron Shire Echo does not accept 
any liability for the representations or 
promises made in paid advertisements 

or for any loss or damage arising 
from reliance on such content, 
representations or promises.

PUBLIC NOTICES

ECHO CLASSIFIEDS – 6684 1777
CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS
PHONE ADS
Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777
AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE
Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo offi  ce:

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby
EMAIL ADS
Display (box ads) and line classifi eds, email: 

classifi eds@echo.net.au 
Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to 
Friday, 9am–5pm. Ads can’t be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

DEADLINE TUES 12PM
Publication day is Wednesday, booking 

deadlines are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT
LINE ADS:
$17.00 for the fi rst two lines 
$5.00 for each extra line 
$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

DISPLAY ADS (with a border): 
$14 per column centimetre
These prices include GST.

Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.

The Mullumbimby Rural 
Co-Op wishes to advise 

its members that the 
AGM will be held at 

6.00pm on Wednesday 
15th November 2023 

at the Co-Op.

HYPNOSIS 
& NLP

www.wendypurdey.com
33 years experience.

Call Wendy 
0497 090 233

• FULLY INSURED
• PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
• FREE QUOTES

0402 364 8520402 364 852

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE

CALL MARK
0427 490 038

MERCEDES BENZ
ML350CDI 

2011 year. 
Excellent condition, 

265,000kms. All work done.
Rego to 05/24. $21k ono. 

Byron Bay 0427841621

Tip Runs &
Rubbish 
Removal

0408 210 772

The biggest day of 
garage sales on the 

North Coast is happening 
on the 4th November.

Register your garage sale for free and find 

the garage sales across the region at:

www.secondhandsaturday.com.au
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Family Day Care
Ocean Shores

WANTED-ASAP

Qualified Educator 
Monday and Tuesdays 

(8.30am–4.30pm).
Ballina Byron FDC: 02 66867799

Small House
Suit 1 person

$540pw.
No outgoings, 

includes Wi-Fi.

Ph 0402 061 110

Could poetry ever be a 
matter for calculation?
Could chess be inspired by a 
Muse? In this story two very 

White 
Horses 
and Dark 
Knights

David Lovejoy’s 
book is available 
at The Echo

0427 347 380
Fully insured • Free quotes

20 years local experience
• 19 inch chipper • Stump grinding 

• Cherry picker • Crane truck • Bob Cat 

Byron Bay & Surrounding AreasByron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 31406681 3140
Mobile 0417 698 227Mobile 0417 698 227

• Arborist • 15” Wood • Arborist • 15” Wood 
 Chipper • Stump Grinder 

• Fully Insured• Fully Insured

Mindfulness @ Work

Bring greater focus, 
clarity and calm into your 

workplace.

Certified Mindfulness 
Educator Paul Bibby

0401 926 090

Body BasedPsychotherapy
Somatic Practice

Julie Wells
Anne Goslett
 (nee Mannix)

Dip.Som.Psych, Clinical PACFA Reg.
Individual and Couple Therapy

Supervision and Coaching
(02) 6685 5185

9 Fletcher St, Byron Bay

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

CRYSTAL HEALINGS
& READINGS, REIKI

& KINESIOLOGY
Mullumbimby

Tap into your body’s innate 
wisdom & healing ability to 
identify imbalance & spark 
change at a cellular level. 
Process & release past 
experiences, behaviours
& patterns that no
longer serve you. 
0413 003 301
crystalsanddreaming.com.au

TRADIES! 
NEW BIZ LOGO 

PACK

TRADIES! 
NEW BIZ 

LOGO PACKAGE

Professional Logo
Business Cards 

Shirt/Hoodie Design
Vehicle Wrap Design 

Website Design

insta: @damabi_studio
damabistudio@gmail.com

0466 812 614

COMMUNITY 
HOT BRUNCH

FREE

FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH
• Sausage sizzle • Hot dogs • Sandwiches 

• Coffee & tea • Fruit Salad

EVERYONE WELCOME
Come one come all and join us in a meal or just a chat.

Takeaway most welcome: COVID safe rules apply.

Frozen takeaway meals now available.

10am to 12pm
In the Ballina 
Presbyterian Hall
Corner of Cherry & Crane. Just behind the Presbyterian Church.

Mullumbimby & District
Neighbourhood Centre
Connecting the Byron Shire Community

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED

- Kitchen Hands -
- Retail Assistants -

- Drivers and Co-driver - 
- Community Support 

Assistants -
MDNC is in needs of 

dedicated volunteers to be 
part of a big loving family. 

All skill sets welcome.

Contact Sylvia - 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Mon-Fri

6684 1286

(02) 6685 5185
9 Fletcher St, Byron Bay

CRYSTAL HEALINGS
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POSITIONS VAC CONT

WORK WANTED
WORDPRESS WEBSITE CREATION
Fair rates info@wordpressit.com.au

TUITION
 FRENCH • ITALIAN • GERMAN

Eva 0403224842
www.languagetuitionbyron.com.au

BIRTHDAYS

MUSICAL NOTES
GUITARS, RECORDS, HI-FI

WE BUY AND SELL 66851005

UKELELE
Our small informal group is looking for 

new members, daytime meet ups.
Call Lizzie if interested 0407292501

IN MEMORIAM
ROSS PEPPER

10th anniversary: 13.06.1965–
23.10.2013

Dad, we love you and miss you so 
terribly. How we wish you were here 

with us today
Love Avalon, Bodhi and Mebbin

PETS

ONLY ADULTS
MALE 2 MALE MASSAGE

Sensual, relaxation, stimulation.
Very discreet. In & outcalls 

thehealingtouchbyronbay.com 
0476069889

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP
Large variety of toys and lingerie

6/6 Tasman Way, A&I Est, Byron Bay 
66856330

FULL BODY RESTORATION
Healing Through Pleasure

massagebyronbay.com or 0425347477

BALLINA EXCLUSIVE
34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late.

In & Out Calls. 66816038. Ladies 
wanted

Find us on Facebook and Twitter! 

LICENSED TO THRILL
Premium Massage & Play

touchofjustine.com/byron-bay-outcalls

SOCIAL ESCORTS
LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available for 
your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself. In-
house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

Are you interested in 
meeting & helping 
people within our 

Northern Community?
Are you interested in Health 

& Medical Imaging?

We are a locally-owned 
community-focused medical 

imaging practice based in 
beautiful Mullumbimby. 
Full training provided.

We are currently seeking 
an enthusiastic friendly face 

to join our front office
reception. 

If this is you please call 
Vicki 0416 732 626

56 Stuart Street
Mullumbimby

Happy  Happy 
Birthday Birthday
Liz!Liz!
Thanks for all the wonderful 

cakes and savouries 
The Echo Feeders
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Visit friendsofthepound.com to 
view other dogs and cats looking for a home.

ABN 83 126 970 338

Damon is a 1 year old Kelpie X. He is a 

smart and active boy who needs lots 

of enrichment. He would suit a home 

on acreage with older kids and as the 

only pet. M/C # 953010006013121

Interested in finding out more about 

Damon? Please call Yvette on 0421 

831 128.

Please complete our online adoption 

expression of interest.

https://friendsofthepound.com/
adoption-expression-of-interest/

DAMONDAMON

16-month-old desexed male 
Shepherd x Kelpie ‘Milo’ needs 
someone to give him a chance.
He’s an active lovely boy, great 
with other dogs and children and 
will need more training.
For more info please contact 
Shell on 0458 461 935
MC: 991003001765618

MILOMILO

Byron Dog Rescue (CAWI)

KATIE was 

born to be 

cuddled and 

to cuddle. She 

arrived with 

a fresh litter 

of cuddly 

kittens all of whom have already 

been adopted. Katie is about five so 

she is extremely experienced in both 

delivering and receiving this therapy. 

Very soft and inviting mixed grey fur. 

She is currently looking after her carers 

at PFL, but is anxious to have her own 

permanent family.

Please make an appointment 
0403 533 589 • Billinudgel

petsforlifeanimalshelter.net

All cats are desexed, 
vaccinated and 
microchipped. 
No: 953010003475871

Shearwater, the 
Mullumbimby Steiner School 
currently has the following 

exciting opportunities 
available:

Primary & High School 
Learning Support

Executive Assistant to the 
Head of School

First Aid Coordinator & 

Applications will be assessed 
as they come in.

Please refer to our website for 
full position descriptions and 
details on how to apply at

shearwater.nsw.edu.au

contact@thinkblinkdesign.com
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Adobe 
Tutoring

Experienced 
Professional Trainer 

• Photoshop • Indesign  
• Illustrator

Devoted to Pleasure
Couples, Men & Women
touchofjustine.com
0407 013 347

DATE
(Oct/

Nov)

DAY, 
MOON 
PHASE

SUN 
RISE /

SET

MOON 
RISE /

SET

HIGH 
TIDES, 

height (m)

LOW 
TIDES, 

height (m)

25 W
5:59

19:00

15:08

3:36

0616 1.24 

1834 1.63

0016 0.25 

1156 0.34

26 TH
5:58

19:01

16:15

4:12

0708 1.39 

1924 1.63

0100 0.17 

1255 0.26

27 F
5:57

19:01

17:20

4:45

0756 1.53 

2009 1.59

0137 0.10 

1349 0.21

28 SA
5:56

19:02

18:26

5:18

0842 1.64 

2051 1.51

0214 0.06 

1441 0.19

29 SU
5:56

19:03

19:32

5:53

0926 1.72 

2132 1.40

0248 0.06 

1531 0.21

30 M
5:55

19:04

20:39

6:31

1009 1.76 

2212 1.27

0323 0.08 

1623 0.26

31 TU
5:54

19:04

21:45

7:14

1051 1.74 

2252 1.14

0358 0.14 

1715 0.32

1 W
5:53

19:05

22:47

8:01

1133 1.69 

2332 1.03

0431 0.22 

1808 0.39

2 TH
5:52

19:06

23:44

8:54
1216 1.61

0507 0.32 

1904 0.46

3 F
5:52

19:06 9:50

0018 0.94 

1303 1.52

0546 0.42 

2004 0.51

4 SA
5:51

19:07

0:35

10:48

0115 0.89 

1356 1.43

0638 0.51 

2108 0.53

5 SU
5:50

19:08

1:18

11:46

0240 0.87 

1457 1.37

0750 0.59 

2210 0.51

6 M
5:49

19:09

1:55

12:42

0408 0.92 

1601 1.34

0915 0.62 

2304 0.47

7 TU
5:49

19:10

2:27

13:37

0514 1.02 

1701 1.35

1033 0.60 

2348 0.42

8 W
5:48

19:10

2:57

14:31

0602 1.13 

1753 1.36
1136 0.56

U

SUN, MOON & TIDES 
– TIMES FOR NEXT 2 WEEKS

Data sourced from Bureau of 
Meteorology. Times adjusted for 
Daylight Savings when applicable.

1st SAT Brunswick Heads 0418 400 415

1st SUN Byron Bay 6685 6807
1st SUN Lismore Car Boot 6628 7333

2nd SAT Woodburn 0439 489 631
2nd SAT Tabulam Hall 0490 329 159

2nd SUN The Channon 6688 6433
2nd SUN Lennox Head 6685 6807
2nd SUN Chillingham 0428 793 141
2nd SUN Coolangatta

3rd SAT Mullumbimby 6684 3370
3rd SAT Murwillumbah 0413 804 024
3rd SAT Salt Village Market, Casuarina

3rd SUN Federal 0433 002 757
3rd SUN Uki 0487 329 150
3rd SUN Ballina 0422 094 338

4th SAT Evans Head 0439 489 631
4th SAT Kyogle Bazaar kyoglebazaar.com.au

4th SUN Bangalow 6687 1911
4th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764
4th SUN Murwillumbah 0413 804 024
4th SUN (in a 5 Sunday month) Coolangatta

5th SUN Nimbin 0458 506 000

5th SUN Lennox Head 6685 6807

FARMERS/WEEKLY MARKETS
Each TUE New Brighton 0424 168 672 

Each TUE Organic Lismore 6628 1084 

Each WED 7-11am M’bah 6684 7834

Each WED 3-6pm Nimbin 0475 135 764

Each WED 4-7pm Newrybar Hall 

Each THU 8-11am Byron 6687 1137

Each THU 2.30-6.30pm Lismore 0450 688 900

Each FRI 7-11am Mullum 0424 168 672

Each SAT 8-11am Bangalow 6687 1137

Each SAT 8-11am Duranbah Rd (Tropical Fruit World)

Each SAT 8am-1pm Uki 6679 5530

Each SAT 8.30-11am Lismore

Each SAT 8.30-12am Blue Knob 

Each SUN 7-11am Ballina 0493 102 137

MONTHLY MARKETS

The Echo updates this guide regularly, however sometimes markets change their routine 
without letting us know. Please get in touch if you want to advise us of a change.

Door to Door Transport
and Airport Transfers

Airport Transfers | Tours | Nights Out | Beach Walks
Events | Parties | Weddings | Corporate | Festivals

BYRON
BUS Co

BOOK ONLINE NOW
BYRONBUSCOMPANY.COM.AU

CALL  0490 183 424

BLUES FESTIVAL

AMBULANCE, FIRE, POLICE .............................................000
AMBULANCE Mullumbimby & Byron Bay ................................131 233
POLICE Brunswick Heads .......................................................... 6629 7510

Mullumbimby ................................................................ 6629 7570
Byron Bay......................................................................... 6685 9499
Bangalow ......................................................................... 6629 7500

STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE Storm & tempest damage, flooding...132 500
BRUNSWICK VALLEY RESCUE Primary rescue........................... 6685 1999
BRUNSWICK MARINE RADIO TOWER.................................... 6685 0148
BYRON CENTRAL HOSPITAL...................................................... 6639 9400
BYRON COUNCIL: EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS............. 6622 7022
NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE (Mullumbimby) ........................... 6684 1286
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 24 hour crisis line.................................1800 656 463
LIFELINE ...................................................................................................131 114
MENSLINE....................................................................................1300 789 978
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 24 hours .................................1800 423 431
AL-ANON Help for family and friends of alcoholics .......................1300 252 666
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Meets daily ...................................... 6680 7280
NORTHERN RIVERS GAMBLING SERVICE............................ 6687 2520
HIV/AIDS – ACON Confidential testing & information..................... 6622 1555
ANIMAL RESCUE (DOGS & CATS) ............................................ 6622 1881
NORTHERN RIVERS WILDLIFE CARERS.............................. 6628 1866
KOALA HOTLINE ............................................................................. 6622 1233
WIRES – NSW Wildlife Information & Rescue Service... 6628 1898

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

Free ukelele fun
Our small, free, informal ukelele group 

is looking for new members. Daytime 

meet ups. Call Lizzie if interested on 

0407 292 501.

BV Probus Club
The Brunswick Valley Probus Club 

meeting Tuesday, 7 November, 10am 

at the Ocean Shores Country Club. No 

Guest Speaker as it is Melbourne Cup 

Day. Visitors welcome . Inquires ring 

Margaret 6680 3316.

Richmond-Tweed 

Family History Society
The next Richmond-Tweed Family 

History Society meeting is on Saturday, 

4 November, at Players Theatre, 24 

Swift St, Ballina, from 2–4pm. Carmel 

Crosby will present on Newspapers 

and where else to look besides Trove. 

All welcome, afternoon tea is available 

for gold coin donation.

Shedding AGM
Shedding Community Workshop Inc 

will hold their Annual General Meeting 

(AGM) on Tuesday, 14 November 

at 18 Prince Street, Mullumbimby 

from 5.30–8pm. The event will 

include a potluck dinner at 6pm so 

please bring something to share or 

a donation. Can’t wait to tell you 

about our amazing community and 

achievements this year! RSVP required, 

text Sophie on 0490 501 745 to confirm.

End-of-Life Choices
Voluntary Euthanasia End-of-Life 

Choices are discussed at Exit 

International meetings held quarterly. 

Meetings are held at Robina, South 

Tweed and Ballina.  Attendees must be 

Exit Members. For further Information 

www.exitinternational.net or phone 

Catherine 0435 228 443 (Robina & 

South Tweed) or Peter 0429 950 352 

(Ballina).

Free cat desexing
Byron Shire Council together with 

Pets for Life, RSPCA NSW, and NSW 

Government are offering free desexing 

for cats in the Byron Shire. Free 

desexing is being offered as part of the 

Keeping Cats Safe at Home Project, 

which encourages responsible pet 

ownership by desexing, microchipping 

and keeping your cat safe at home. 

Visit Council’s website: https://

www.byron.nsw.gov.au for more 

information. 

Children and 

grandparents
Calling all children and grandparents 

to celebrate the special relationship by 

joining us at Mullumbimby library for 

a special Grandparent’s Day Storytime 

event. There will be story reading, 

activities to share and a morning tea 

on Monday, October 30 at 10am. For 

more information please phone the 

library on 6684 2992.

Volunteer call out
Support for New Mums Inc. a 

Northern NSW community program 

are recruiting volunteers in the Byron 

Shire. We offer a free-of-charge, home 

visiting program for mothers with 

babies. For more information email 

Deb: newmums8@gmail.com.

Zonta Club 
Northern Rivers Zonta Club monthly 

meetings take place on the third 

Wednesday of the month at 6pm at 

the Alstonville Bowling and Sports 

Club, 10-14 Deegan Drive, Alstonville. 

The focus of our club (and Zonta 

International) is to build a better 

world for women and girls. For more 

information contact Bobbi Crane, 

president, 0409 980 729.

Baby/toddler drop-in 
centre and clothes swap
Free drop-in centre and baby/toddler 

clothes swap each Friday, 10am–2pm 

at the Mullumbimby CWA Hall, 

Cnr Tincogan and Gordon Streets. 

Join us for a free cuppa and biscuits 

and chat with other mums and dads. 

Pick up some baby/toddler clothes, and 

leave any pre-loved clothes with plenty 

of life left, to share with the community.

BB Hospital Auxiliary
The Byron Bay Hospital Auxiliary hold 

their monthly meetings on the third 

Monday of every month at the Byron 

Central Hospital at 1pm. All members 

and new members welcome. For 

further information please contact 

Maureen on 6685 3162.

On The Horizon
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Email copy marked ‘On The Horizon’ to editor@echo.net.au. 
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Sport Supported by Newy Store

Art by Chrissie 
chrissieartwork@gmail.com

Newy Store
OPEN 7:30am – 6:00pm 
7 DAYS A WEEK
• Licensed post office 
• General convenience store
• Fresh produce & groceries
• Soft drinks, lollies, ice cream
• Newspapers & magazines
• Wine, beer, spirits & tobacco

50 RIVER STREET, NEW BRIGHTON
02 6680 1102   •   @newystore

Ocean Shores pro golfer wins prestigious award
Ocean Shores Country 

Club (OSCC) was recently 

in the spotlight when 

long-time Byron Shire local 

Chris Graham clinched the 

prestigious PGA Queensland 

Club Professional of the Year 

award.

Chris, flanked by his wife, 

and several of the OCSS staff, 

graciously accepted the 

accolade.

They were in a crowded 

room filled with nearly 500 

golf industry luminaries at 

the Gold Coast Convention 

Centre on October 18. 

Gavin Kirkman, CEO of the 

PGA of Australia, made the 

trip from Melbourne for the 

event.

‘I am humbled for the 

honour of winning Queens-

land Club Professional of the 

Year. It is a nice reward for 

the years of dedication to 

the golf industry,’ Chris said.

‘Awards like this would 

not be possible without the 

support of my staff, OSCC 

members, my wife and kids 

and all those who trust their 

golf with my coaching’.

Chris’s journey is a 

testament to hard work and 

consistency that has seen 

him establish himself as one 

of the best PGA profession-

als in Australia.

‘We are lucky to have 

him in our backyard and 

you only have to look to the 

dizzying heights that one 

of his pupils, Dave Osborn, 

reached recently in the Sat-

urday comp at Mullumbimby 

to know that while golf can 

be a cruel mistress, even the 

wiliest of golfers can shine,’ 

local golfer Andrew Crockett 

said. 

‘You can’t teach this stuff, 

but Chris Graham has found 

a way’.

Chris Graham has had his contribution to teaching golf 

recognised by PGA Queensland. Photo: Inside Golf magazine

Local cycling races attracts record numbers

A ‘recent’ record of 40 cyclists enjoyed warm weather and racing across various grades last 

Sunday at the Cavanbah Centre cycling track. Photo Shane Ryan

Boosted by increased 

women and young riders 

the Byron Bay Cycling 

Club (BBCC) hosted 40 

participants at its elimina-

tion racing day held at the 

Cavanbah track last Sunday.

‘It was a fantastic day, 

the weather was great, and 

we had a lot of first time 

competitors,’ BBCC spokes-

women Rachel Pearson said.

‘We got in touch with 

our sister club, the Byron 

Tri Club, and a lot of their 

women athletes turned up.

‘We had 40 participants, 

the highest number in recent 

history. There were also 

young athletes, as well as 

veterans who have a lot of 

experience and valuable 

information,’ she said.

The Cavanbah track 

lends itself to race styles 

that are normally used on 

velodromes.

‘We tried to make the day 

more exciting with elimina-

tion racing. It involves the 

last rider on each lap having 

to retire, which means 

there is plenty of justling 

for position and excitement 

throughout the race’.

Next race day at the 

Cavanbah is morning racing 

on November 5. The last for 

the year is twilight racing 

on November 19, which will 

include a bicycle buy, swap 

and sell. 

Quick runs put Terranora Lakes cricketers in top four 
Terranora Lakes have hit 

their way into the top four of 

the Ballina District second 

grade cricket competition 

with a quick win over 

Pottsville at Bilambil last 

Saturday.

Pottsvile won the toss 

and went in to score 9/152 

off their 40 overs, after falling 

to 4/31 at one stage. Menzie 

Tucker (40 runs) and Geoff 

Tucker (31no) were the top 

run scorers.

Terranora’s Lachlan Mison 

was the chief destroyer bowl-

ing 3/49 off his eight overs, 

backed up by Ian Rowlings 

who returned 1/12 off eight.

But the fireworks came 

in the second innings when 

Terranora chased down the 

total in just 16 overs with the 

loss of two wickets.

Terranora’s Harjinder 

Singh scored 74 off 52 balls 

while opening partner 

Gabriel Araujo hit 29 from 

34. Pottsville, themselves, 

chimed in with 28 extras 

including 21 wides.

Terranora (15 competition 

points) sit fourth on the 

ladder behind Colts Seniors 

(20) and Byron Bay (19). All 

have two wins this season.

Lennox Head (24) is on 

top and is undefeated for the 

season with three wins.

Lennox Head had a win 

over Bangalow last Saturday, 

after bowling them out for 

159. Lennox Head captain 

Nicolas Asser backed up his 

5/33 the week before with 

1/26 off seven, while Nicholas 

Winkler-Maloney 3/31 and 

Max Ingram 3/41 did most of 

the damage.

In reply Lennox Head 

chased down the total with 

16 overs to spare. Adam 

Fisher gobbled the total by 

scoring an unbeaten 96 from 

67 deliveries.

Byron Bay seconds also 

had a win over Murwil-

lumbah after sending them 

in to bat at the Cavanbah 

Oval. The visitors were held 

to 102 with Byron’s Brendan 

Mitchell (3/14 off four overs) 

and Sebastian Campbell 

(3/6 off five) doing the best 

bowling.

Byron stumbled to 2/13 

after losing both openers for 

ducks, but recovered to win 

in the 27th over. Top scorer 

was Mitch Barnes with 37. 

Byron Bay Jin Wu Koon 

Karate club member, 

Anthony Dinh, claimed a 

silver medal in the open 

men’s kata at the 2023 

Australian Martial Arts 

Championships (AMAC) held 

in Nerang on October 15.

Anthony also fought well 

in the kumite section to 

finish fourth in two events.

‘He has only been train-

ing at the dojo ten months 

which makes this a good 

achievement and evidence 

of how sustained focus and 

hard work leads to success,’ 

Sensei Ric Light said.

The club, reestablished by 

Sensei Ric Light early in 2021, 

focuses only on karate at its 

Ewingsdale Hall base.

Anthony scores on his way to silver. Photo supplied

Anthony wins karate silver 

Nic Asser celebrates his 5/33. Photo supplied
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Who really runs Council? 

It doesn’t appear to be the 

elected councillors and 

mayor. Two senior staff 

members, Shannon Burt and 

Phil Holloway, think that 

the public shouldn’t see the 

review underpinning the 

water and sewage capacity 

of Mullumbimby and Brun-

swick Heads. ICYMI, Council’s 

Housing Options Paper 

is now on exhibition and 

proposes a major up-scaling 

of housing, yet doesn’t 

include the 2022 flood data. 

See more on page 8. 

Saturday’s benefit night 

for the Byron Bay Wildlife 

Hospital was a great success, 

with a full house enjoying the 

return of the mighty Cruel 

Sea at the Bluesfest’s Green 

Room. While organisers were 

careful not to mention any 

names, it was Nationals MLC 

Ben Franklin who promised 

$6m in funding for the hos-

pital prior to the 2023 NSW 

election. After Labor’s win, 

Environment Minister, Penny 

Sharpe, rejected the funds, 

which were never secured 

by Franklin. 

Congrats Jules Hunt from 

Honey Hunt, who has been 

awarded 2023 Australia Post 

Local Business Hero – her 

small business clothes design 

company was selected from 

over 4,000 applicants. She 

told The Echo, ‘I am passion-

ate about all we create and 

to be recognised for this 

contribution to small busi-

ness by Australia Post is an 

amazing honour’.

It’s been a month since NSW 

Premier Chris Minns (Labor) 

committed to ask the Com-

monwealth government for 

a second tranche of flood 

funds, after a question from 

local MP, Tamara Smith. On 

October 20, Federal Member 

for Richmond, Justine Elliot 

(Labor) told The Guardian
that the NSW government is 

still yet to ask. 

‘As societies grow decadent, 

the language grows deca-

dent, too. Words are used to 

disguise, not to illuminate, 

action: you liberate a city by 

destroying it. Words are to 

confuse, so that at election 

time, people will solemnly 

vote against their own inter-

ests’ – US author Gore Vidal 

(1925–2012)

A new preparedness cam-

paign, called Get Ready NSW, 

was launched last week by 

the NSW Labor government. 

Visit visit nsw.gov.au/get-

ready for more info.

Reuters reports that Switzer-

land’s right-wing party, Swiss 

People’s Party (SVP), has 

surged in the polls over immi-

gration concerns, and is likely 

to win Sunday’s election. 

‘The party campaigned on a 

platform of preventing the 

country’s population – cur-

rently at 8.7 million people 

– exceeding ten million’.

US author James Baldwin 

wrote: ‘The children are 

always ours, every single one 

of them, all over the globe; 

and I am beginning to suspect 

that whoever is incapable 

of recognising this may be 

incapable of morality.’

‘It takes real chutzpah for 

the federal Coalition to have 

occupied the government 

benches for 21 of the last 27 

years, and blame everyone 

else for failures in Indigenous 

policy’ – Tweet by Frank Bon-

giorno, historian at the Aus-

tralian National University.

SMH (Nine) reports that card-

board mogul, Anthony Pratt, 

paid for access to Trump and 

monthly retainers of $25k 

to former PM Paul Keating 

and $8k to former PM Tony 

Abbott. Surely Abbott would 

be unhappy to learn he is 

worth 68 per cent less than 

Keating?  

How many sociopaths does 

it take to change a light bulb? 

None – they all use gaslight-

ing. Boom-tish!

1300 748 948
hardysolar.com.au

YOUR LOCAL SOLAR SPECIALIST!

Solar
Maintenance

Batteries

Lic # 78609Lic # 78609

PATHWAY OF THE SUN

28 OCTOBER 2023 | 9AM - 4PM | TICKETS $10 ONLINE
ADMISSION COST INCLUDES ALL WORKSHOPS | LUCKY DOOR PRIZE

FREE ENTRY FOR KIDS | $5 FOR ALL-DAY KIDS ACTIVITIES
SCAN QR CODE FOR MORE OR SEARCH EVENT ON FACEBOOK

PATHWAY OF THE SUN FAIR

ILLUMINATION
WORKSHOPS

MARKET
STALLS

OUTDOOR KIDS
ACTIVITIES

A day full of love &
healing
focusing on the
mind, body and
spirit.

Proudly Sponsored by:

CRABBES CREEK COMMUNITY HALL PRESENTS

CRABBES CREEK COMMUNITY HALL
2 CHICK’S CATERING & RA SURF

PATHWAY OF THE SUN

CRABBES CREEK COMMUNITY HALL PRESENTS

PATHWAY OF THE SUN FAIR

ILLUMINATION
WORKSHOPS

MARKET
STALLS

OUTDOOR KIDS
ACTIVITIES

A day full of love &
healing
focusing on the
mind, body and
spirit.

Proudly Sponsored by:
CRABBES CREEK COMMUNITY HAL
2 CHICK’S CATERING & RA SURF

SCAN ME

ADMISSION $10 online / $15 at the door
FREE ENTRY for Kids 

($5 for all-day kids activities)
Admission includes all workshops

Lucky door prize

28 October 2023 9am–4pm

Type store name here  Type store address here   T 0000 0000
16 Brigantine St, Byron Arts & Industry Estate
6685 5212  bedsrus.com.au
*Conditions apply. Limited time from participating stores. Discount RRP. Pictures for illustration only.

Byron Bay

Painting titled ‘Why can’t you leave the toilet seat up for me?’ 

Photo Classic Art Memes

Every great 
design begins 
with an even 
better story.
– LORINDA MAMO

thinkblinkdesign.comththininkbkbkblililinknknkdededesisisiggngn c.comom

GRAPHIC DESIGN GRAPHIC DESIGN  PRINT PRINT 
DIGITAL  DIGITAL  BRANDINGBRANDING  TUTOR TUTOR

SUNDAY 29 OCTOBER
8am – 2pm

Williams Reserve

FAMiLY FUN 
FOOD & LiVE MUSiC

Steam

REGiSTER
TO STAY UP TO DATE!
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