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Overhaul proposed for 
Mullum’s main street
Plans for a more pedestrian-friendly 

Burringbar Street, Mullumbimby, are 

now on exhibition on Council’s web-

site, and according to the 26-page 

document, will provide more shade, 

and restrict vehicle access.

The town’s iconic palms are 

slated for removal, drawing the ire 

of locals on Council’s Facebook post. 

The justification for palm 

removal in The Draft Concept Design 
– Burringbar Street, Mullumbimby, 
is ‘because they provide little 

shade; drop large fronds and seed 

heads that can be hazardous to 

pedestrians, and do not promote 

biodiversity’. 

There was no mention of how 

the town’s large lorikeet popula-

tion, which nest in the palms 

nightly, would be rehoused.

Additionally, the plans do not 

address how the ever-increasing 

traffic would be managed. 

Transport for NSW undertook 

a ‘Healthy Streets’ Assessment of 

Burringbar Street in August 2023 

and found ‘too many vehicles and 

too many heavy vehicles’, accord-

ing to the report.

Ten car parks would be lost, 

additional pedestrian crossings 

would be installed at Dalley Street 

and adjacent to laneways.

The Echo asked Council staff 

why no information was included 

around how to manage the loss of 

parking and movement of traffic. 

Sharyn French, Manager, Envi-

ronmental and Economic Planning, 

replied, ‘The design is simply a draft. 

We are asking people to give us 

their feedback about how they feel 

about the design, and that includes 

any potential loss of parking. The 

draft design includes a narrowing of 

the road, but traffic movement will 

remain the same, with the exception 

of some changes at the Burringbar 

and Station Street intersection. The 

draft is consistent with the objectives 

of the Our Mullumbimby Masterplan
to prioritise people over cars in the 

main street and to also encourage 

through traffic to use alternative 

routes around the centre’.

The plans are also without 

funding, yet if adopted, will support 

state and federal funding grants. 

Little Rubystar from Mullum Seed has trained up Liam, Chloe and James to pot up the best specimens for the 

Mullum Autumn Plant Fair, to be held from 9am on Sunday, March 17, at the Mullum Seed Eco Hub, located at 

the Mullum Community Gardens. The family event includes workshops and exhibitions, with a special focus 

on native plants and showcasing rare plants, medicinals, vege seedlings and fruit tree favourites. For more 

info visit mullumseed.org.au. Photo Eve Jeffery

Staff reporters

A proposal by a landowner and 

Council staff to mitigate flooding 

and enable development on large 

floodplain lots on 75 New City 

Road has been roundly criticised 

by Council’s Floodplain Committee 

members and residents as not only 

unworkable, but a danger to life 

should it be approved. 

This week marks the second 

anniversary of the devastating 

floods – many residents in the region 

are still coping with the impacts 

of the 2022 flood, and are without 

promised government funding.

Large floodplain lots at 75 New 

City Road and 1B Ann Street were 

included in Council’s Housing 

Options Paper last year, without 

public consultation. Mayor Michael 

Lyon’s successful motion just got 

over the line with support from 

Crs Mark Swivel, Asren Pugh, Peter 

Westheimer and Alan Hunter. 

The Options Paper was roundly 

criticised by community groups for 

a myriad of reasons, and ‘under-

pins’ Council’s Residential Strategy 

2024, which could be adopted at 

the upcoming meeting on March 14. 

Residential Strategy 
2024 up for adoption

Council staff are asking council-

lors to adopt the entire strategy at 

that meeting – without any further 

public consultation – but with 

their recommended inclusions and 

exclusions of lands. The large rural 

Mullum land lots are included.

Remarkably, staff base their 
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The Draft Concept Design – Burringbar Street, Mullumbimby ▶ Continued on page 4

Family garden day, March 17
Burringbar Street plans:
• Increased pedestrian areas

• Reduced vehicle access 

• Palms replaced with natives 

• No roundabouts

• 10 car parks removed

• No plans to address traffic
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Just a few highlights from 

the upcoming Bangalow 

Film Festival (March 7–16) 

are the 30th anniversary of 

The Adventures of Priscilla 
Queen of the Desert, The 

Shire Choir’s Love Letter To 
Musicals, and a live score 

accompaniment to the clas-

sic horror flick, Nosferatu.  

The event, to be held at 

the town’s A&I Hall, will fea-

ture 28 films, masterclasses 

and special events.

Co-director, Janelle 

Morse, told The Echo the 

Priscilla screening on March 

9 includes exclusive insights 

into the film, with a talk from 

some of the filmmakers. 

‘The original sound 

engineer, Academy-Award 

nominee and Northern Rivers 

resident, Guntis Sics, is part 

of the panel’. On March 15, 

local musician, Jai Piccone 

(Tora), will present an original 

score to F.W. Murnau’s iconic 

1922 silent film Nosferatu: A 
Symphony of Horror.

For more info, visit banga-

lowfilmfestival.com.au. 

M
U
LL

UM
PLANTFAIR

sun 17 MARCH 2024 | 9am-2pm
plant stalls | music & talks | food & drinks

to book a stall or for more info visit ~ mullumseed.org.au

mullum community gardens &seed eco hub | 156 stuart st

GOLD COIN DONATION

Natives | Rare | Fruiting & Flowering | Seeds | Plants & trees

BOOK YOUr
STALL NOW!

Community Zoom on the 

Please scan the QR code to register 

A forum with the Mayor 

LP
18
01

Hans Lovejoy

Philanthropy is in good health in Byron 

Bay, with Ingrained Foundation hold-

ing a social morning last Wednesday 

with beneficiaries and donors of their 

grants program.

A new office space at the former 

Stone & Wood brewery was also 

opened, which can be accessed for free 

by not-for-profit groups.  

Human Nature Adventure Therapy 

directors and Ingrained Foundation also 

signed a multi-year partnering agree-

ment, which will contribute to enable 

the organisation to scale up their 

nature-based mental health programs 

for young people.

According to humannature.org.au, 

their core emphasis is on ‘fostering 

connections and building trust’.

‘We extend our support to some 

of the most vulnerable youth across 

the Far North Coast of NSW, providing 

assistance to those at high risk of dire 

consequences if they don’t receive the 

critical help they desperately need’.

Ingrained Foundation Executive 

Director, Jasmin Daly, told The Echo

that one of their key intended out-

comes is to increase agency and secu-

rity of funding so that not-for-profits 

are supported to be more effective and 

impactful.

‘We’re excited for this to be the first 

of hopefully more long-term partner-

ships to come,’ Jasmin said.

Ingrained Foundation’s annual 

grants program is opening on March 20. 

Fro more information, visit 

www.ingrainedfoundation.com.au.

From right to left: Human Nature Director, Jane Shehey, CEO Sharyn White 

and Chair, Stephen Grant. Ingrained Foundation Chair, Chris Pensabene, and 

Executive Director Jasmin Daly. Photo Pete Rogers

‘If I don’t practice for a day, I know it. If I don’t 
practice for two days, the critics know it’ 

– 

Filmmakers Catherine Marciniak, Stephen Axford and 

filmscore composer, Jai Piccone, are just some of the 

talented screen professionals who will take part in the 

Bangalow Film Festival, which begins this Thursday. 

Photo Eve Jeffery
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FREE TRAVEL EVENT
A World of Travel Awaits
For more information or to register visit
aptouring.com.au/events

BALLINA Ballina RSL | Monday, 11 March | 9:30am – 3pm

109 River Street Ballina  |  6686 2081  |  wallaces.com.au
wallace | clothing | shoes

AKUBRA HATS
CROCS & OOFOS

‘OLD GUYS RULE’ TEES
BAMBOO SOCKS & UNDIES
RM WILLIAMS CLOTHING,

BOOTS & BELTS
LARGE RANGE OF 

MEN’S HEMP COTTON & 
BAMBOO CLOTHING

OPEN 
EVERY DAY

LOVING VETCARE

MyVet Byron Bay
6685 6899   www.myvetbyronbay.com.au

The Hofer family

Michael Andreas Hofer died 

at his home in Byron Bay on 

February 18, 2024. 

Michael was born in 

Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

on June 4, 1975 to parents 

Helmut Matthew Hofer and 

Margaret Mary Burnett.

He graduated from Sir 

Winston Churchill High 

School in 1993, and then 

went on to receive a Bachelor 

of Physics from the University 

of Calgary 2002, and a 

Bachelor of Health Science 

from the Australian College of 

Natural Medicine in 2007.

Michael had a brilliant 

mind, always on the quest 

for truth. As a physicist and 

acupuncturist, he came from 

a lineage of world-changing 

men – his father invented 

the 3D imaging technology 

that was later adapted for 

medical use (MRI) on behalf 

of Texas Instruments. 

Michael’s interests and 

talents were vast and varied. 

As a truth-seeker, philoso-

pher, system designer and 

engineer, Michael sought 

to make complex problems 

accessible. He was always  

learning new things. One 

week, he was researching 

mitochondria, and the next he 

was building his own house. 

He was incredibly gener-

ous with his time and was 

frequently called upon by 

the local community for his 

expertise, including (but 

definitely not limited to) 

testing and advice specifi-

cally around EMF radiation, 

pathogen control and 

healthy home biology.

Lyme disease 
Michael was a fierce advo-

cate for open and honest 

conversations about the real-

ity of Lyme disease, which he 

contracted from a tick bite in 

August 2023. 

Australian chronic Lyme 

patients are kept in a state 

of perpetual torture – the 

existence of it denied by our 

government, while patients 

battle complex chronic 

neurological and blood/

respiratory diseases, often 

alone. Lyme drops your 

immune system like AIDS, 

and can perpetuate into 

your mind like syphilis (with 

comparable stigma). 

Often undertreated or 

misdiagnosed, it must be 

treated early. One of the 

hardest parts of Michael’s 

last few months was being 

treated as a medical ‘hot 

potato’ in Australia. 

Eventually, Michael was 

forced to travel to Mexico to 

receive treatment, where 

there was no controversy or 

medical gaslighting. 

It was his desire that the 

realities of Lyme disease 

be widely known and 

recognised so crucial early 

treatment can be sought in 

this country. For more visit 

www.lymedisease.org. 

He is survived by his 

sweetheart and wife of 

18 years, Ruth, daughters 

Imogen, Kirra and Jasmine, 

son Andreas, and beloved 

older brother Rick. 

A picture of nectar this weekend
The beautiful colours and 

smells of flowers will fill 

Coorabell Hall for the return 

of the hall’s Flower Show on 

March 9 and 10. 

Co-organiser Lyn McCa-

rthy says the show has been 

‘an iconic event in the Byron 

hinterland for 53 years’. 

Lyn says, ‘A homage to 

flowers in general, but in 

particular the dahlia. The 

hall will be open to everyone 

from midday to 5pm on 

Saturday, March 9, and 10am 

to 4pm on Sunday, March 10’. 

‘Local champion growers, 

Bruce and Stephen Wedd, are 

once again contributing their 

magnificent prize-winning 

dahlias and a number of other 

local growers are involved. 

‘As well as the flower 

displays, attendees can learn 

how to create a stunning 

flower crown. There will 

be flower-based perfume 

making demonstrations and 

a Hawaiian hula singing and 

dancing display. 

‘On Saturday, March 9, a 

fundraising gourmet feast 

will be held with dinner 

prepared by award-winning 

chef Nadine Abensur with 

entertainment by singing 

sensation Jack Watson. This 

is a ticketed event’. 

For more info, visit www.

coorabellhall.net. Tickets for 

Saturday’s dinner via https://

tinyurl.com/2yn5fa6zr. 

Adele Smout, Steven Wedd, Lissa Coute and Nadine Abensur are looking forward to 

showing off blooms at Coorabell Hall on Saturday and Sunday. Photo Eve Jeffery
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MDNC is inviting community members to be trained 
as volunteers, ready to assist in disaster response 
and recovery within the Byron Shire.
This project will provide support, training, and insurance for those willings t w upport, trainin ose wis proje
to step forward and lend a hand when our community needs it most. It ste rd a d when our community needs it mos
celebrates the strength of our collective resolve and the power of individuals eb stren ective resolve and t
coming together to make a difference. In honouring the spirit of unity and min to ma e spirit e. In honour

that lies ahead, knowing that, together, we are strongeat lie owing that er. are s

In collaboration with the Tomorrow Ready Volunteer Training Project, we n collab  the Tomorrow lun
offer you an opportunity to become part of a team committed to becomingoffer you nity to become par am

ready. As volunteers, you’ll have the chance to be supported to make disaster re unteers, you’ll have the c anc
ce. Interested? Here’s what you need:a difference ed? Here’s what you need:

• Be 18 or olderBe 18 or 

• Have a reliable email and pa relia phonema

• ady for online and in-person training (we can help with online support)Read onlin tan

• bility  to be deployed in Byron ShireFlexib be dde

By joining Community Ready Project, you’re not just lending a hand; you’re 
gaining valuable skills and experiences!  With training provided by Tomorrow 
Ready and Community Ready Project,  you’ll be equipped to handle logistics, 
food aid, and more during crises. Here’s a taste of what you’ll learn:

•

• Emergency management

• Disaster risk management

• Logistics coordination

• Team leadership

55 Dalley Street , Mullumbimby NSW 2482 
Phone: 02 6684 1286
Email: volunteers@mdnc.org.au
Web: mdnc.org.au

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
Next steps:
If you’re interested in Community Ready Project, please contact us 
on the below phone or email and we’ll follow up with a link to ‘Be 

training opportunities!

Courtney: Ph 0499 457 499
Sylvia: volunteers@mdnc.org.au

Join us in contributing to making
a difference in our community!

argument in part on pre-

2022 flood data, while also 

admitting it needs updating. 

On page 21 of the March 

14 Council agenda, Shannon 

Burt, Director Sustainable 

Environment and Economy, 

writes, ‘Detailed flood and 

stormwater management 

investigations must be 

undertaken concurrently as 

part of a single “combined” 

planning proposal’.

Mobilised residents
A well-organised com-

munity campaign against the 

proposal is underway, and 

the mayor will face residents 

in a Zoom meeting over the 

strategy on March 11 from 

6pm–8pm (see page 2 ad).

The landowner of 75 New 

City Road, Frea Bandini, told 

The Echo that she and Council 

have been working on plans 

to mitigate flooding and pro-

pose to build large mitigation 

ponds and erect stormwater 

gates at Kings Creek.

She told The Echo she 

had to sign a non-disclosure 

agreement with Council 

for the flooding report she 

helped pay for.  

‘All of Council’s drains 

lead onto my property via 

big open culverts’, she said, 

‘And because the water 

can’t escape, it’s got 

nowhere to go. Over the 

years it became worse’, she 

says, ‘because of secondary 

dwellings, etc which I’m 

completely fine about – we 

need housing’. 

Ms Bandini says, ‘Flood 

studies prove that stormwa-

ter, not floodwater, affects my 

property. Flood water that 

comes to my farm is not from 

Kings Creek, but comes across 

town during a major flood.’

Yet in the 2022 floods, resi-

dents saw floodwaters surge 

from the east, where Kings 

Creek and Ms Bandini’s land 

is located, not from town. 

She says, ‘I’ve lived 

here and grown up here 

my entire life. I don’t like 

to see all my neighbours 

getting flooded… and unless 

Council has the budget to be 

able to fund it, then we’re 

just gonna keep getting into 

more and more trouble. 

‘It makes me feel really 

anxious that people are so 

against this proposal, with-

out understanding the actual 

flood modelling. It’s not 

flood water, it’s stormwater 

that can’t escape.

‘If my land is not included 

in the residential strategy, 

then there will be no way to 

fund drainage mitigation. It 

would be an absolute catas-

trophe for me and everyone 

else around me’.

Neighbouring landowner, 

Henry Stenning, told The 

Echo his family owns 300 

acres of the floodplain from 

McAuleys Lane to the farm 

near the town. 

Blocked drains
‘Basically, we own the land 

that borders Saltwater Creek 

and Kings Creek – Saltwater 

Creek joins into Kings Creek. 

The main drain that drains 

the water from the Council 

chambers, and runs down 

through the land adjacent to 

Ann Street, used to be cleaned 

out every year. I’ve been there 

for over 20 years, and in the 

last ten years, it hasn’t been 

cleaned out at all’. 

Mr Stenning says he is in 

support of the proposal he 

has seen. 

‘All the houses at the back 

of Ann Street, where the 

drain runs through… there 

wouldn’t be any develop-

ment there, because that’s 

low, and they’ve gotta have 

that drain clear. So, there 

would be a buffer zone 

between them and where the 

development would go.

‘The town continually 

grows and people need 

somewhere to live. And if 

there’s land close to the town 

that doesn’t flood, I just can’t 

see how people can object to 

it, especially when it doesn’t 

affect them at all’.  

Vehemently opposed
Long time local, Matthew 

Lambourne, has been on the 

Floodplain Committee for 

26 years, and is vehemently 

opposed to building on 

floodplains.

‘In the Public Submissions 

Report for Council’s Housings 

Option Paper (HOP), staff 

claimed that stormwater 

discharge was the issue for 

the area, not flooding’.

‘While there is no refer-

ence to that claim, it looks 

like it was sourced from 

Council’s Drainage and 

Assessment Report 2018. 

‘That study is based upon 

one-in-five year flood events, 

not what happened in 2022.

‘So, it appears staff 

want to use outdated and 

limited data to support infill 

development.  

‘The Drainage and Assess-

ment Report 2018 is also 

flawed, because it appears to 

be a desktop study only. 

‘The authors claim that the 

“natural discharge point is cut 

off” at Kings Creek from New 

City Road. I walked the area 

this week, and there is one. 

Council should rely on its own 

staff to ground-truth the area’.

Fern Street resident and 

fellow Floodplain Committee 

member, Karl Allen, is also 

seriously concerned by the 

plans proposed. 

Photo of 2022 floods from the Mullum Residents Association 

submission against Council’s Housing Options Paper. 

▶ Continued from page 1

▶ Continued opposite

At a glance:
Council’s Residential 
Strategy 2024, which 
includes floodplain 
development, is up for 
adoption at the March 14 
Council meeting.

Council staff support 
floodplain development 
proposals in Mullum, if 
stormwater management 
investigations are 
undertaken ‘concurrently’.

A landowner and Council 
jointly paid for flood 
reports to support their 
proposal – those reports 
are flawed, say Floodplain 
Committee members.

A strong and unified group 
of flood-affected residents 
emphatically say no 
floodplain development 
should occur.
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ARE YOU READY TO ACHIEVE 
YOUR REAL ESTATE DREAMS?
FROM COUNTRY TO COAST – CENTURY 21 BYRON BAY AND 
ALSTONVILLE HAVE GOT YOU COVERED!
With over 60 years combined experience and an extensive portfolio 
spanning idyllic countryside retreats to stunning coastal residences, our 
trusted team of experts is committed to helping you achieve your goals.

WHY CHOOSE CENTURY 21 ?
EXPERT GUIDANCE: Experienced real estate professionals ready to guide you  
through the process.
WIDE RANGE OF LISTINGS: Explore our diverse portfolio of rural, residential  
and lifestyle properties.
HIGH IMPACT MARKETING CAMPAIGNS: Dynamic marketing solutions are all part of  
our commitment to supporting you through your future investment decisions.
LOCAL MARKET INSIGHTS: Stay ahead with our team’s in-depth knowledge of  
local market trends.

Ready to make a move? Contact the award-winning team at Century 21 Byron Bay 
and Alstonville and start unlocking your real estate goals today!

9 2  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  A L S T O N V I L L E3 / 4 7  J O N S O N  S T R E E T ,  B Y R O N  B AY

Byron Lifestyle
Real Estate

3 / 4 7  J O N S O N  S T R E E T ,  B Y R O N  B AY

Byron Lifestyle
Real Estate

0487 287 122
C21.com.au/ByronBay
admin@c21byron.com

(02) 6628 7122
C21.com.au/Alstonville
admin@c21alstonville.com

He says he and his neigh-

bourhood in Orchid Place 

were affected by increased 

flooding since the filling of the 

floodplain at Orchid Place.

He told The Echo, ‘Council 

have been given approval 

by the NSW government to 

apply the outdated 2020 

North Byron Flood Study

as a basis for floodplain 

development’. 

‘Why is this okay?’

Previous Residential 
Strategy rejected

‘The large lots of 1B Ann 

Street and 75 New City Road 

were previously included in 

Council’s rejected Residential 

Lands Strategy. 

‘At the time, government 

agencies found that those 

lands were rejected owing 

to flooding and important 

farmland constraints. 75 New 

City Road was advertised 

as flooded, owing to urban 

stormwater runoff. This is 

correct in a much smaller one-

in-five-year ARI flood event. 

‘The 2020 North Byron 

Flood Study identifies the 

area is inundated in a one-

in-100-year flood event and 

functions as flood storage. 

Residents can verify this. 

Development of these areas 

will create low flood islands 

that the SES cannot access.

‘The NSW Principal Flood-

plain Officer has previously 

said that emergency man-

agement planning needs to 

be applied to the residential 

strategy refresh, to date this 

has not happened’. 

Karl says Council are rely-

ing on a ‘cut and fill’ process 

on acid sulphate soil to 

develop the whole south 

Mullumbimby precinct, but 

since Council-owned Lot 22 

was ‘rightly removed owing 

to flooding constraints’, 

the ‘cut’ is reduced for the 

whole project. 

‘75 New City Rd requires 

40,450m3 of fill for houses 

built on stumps. The soil 

quality has not been tested, 

and the 2020 North Byron 

Flood Study identified 

Mullumbimby as the most 

sensitive area to cumulative 

development.

‘If these properties have 

been rejected previously by 

the NSW Planning Depart-

ment, why is Council putting 

these areas forward?’ 

‘They should certainly 

be rejected now, after the 

NSW Independent Flood 

Inquiry and Council’s After 

The Floods Discussion Paper 

Findings’.

‘Infrastructure capacity 

reviews for Mullumbimby 

completed by Council in July 

2023 have not been released 

to the public. Past Council 

reports support what the 

community experiences and 

that is, our infrastructure 

is in a poor condition. The 

Floodplain Committee have 

previously requested Coun-

cil’s Planning Department 

attend a Floodplain Commit-

tee meeting, but this has not 

eventuated. 

A yet-to-be-released 

report, Post 2022 Event 

Flood Behaviour Analysis 

Brunswick River, is yet to be 

a public document, despite 

the Floodplain Committee 

having access to it. 

Council staff told The 

Echo they are ‘working on 

getting this document on to 

our website in the coming 

months’. 

‘We are waiting aon addi-

tional supporting informa-

tion from NSW Department 

of Climate Change, Energy, 

the Environment and Water 

(DCCEEW), to assist people 

with understanding this very 

complex document’. 

Karl Allen adds, ‘Cr 

Duncan Dey is a hydrologist 

by trade, his expertise in this 

field should be recognised. Is 

Council listening?’

Mayor Michael Lyon was 

asked to respond to the claims 

but no reply was received.

▶ from previous page
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ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY RECALL

www.lghomebattery.com.au/isyourbatterysafe

productrecall@lgensol.com.au

www.solaxpower.com.au/electrical-safety-recall/

service@solaxpower.com

Visit lifejacketwearit.com.au 
to prepare for your day out on the water.

Know your limits, head out with a mate, 
and always wear a life jacket.

Are you prep
your day on t

QUALITY FURNITUREQUALITY FURNITURE
DONATIONS NEEDEDDONATIONS NEEDED

Kindn�s is magicKindn�s is magic

ALSO HOMEWARES, ELECTRICAL, MANCHESTER & CLOTHING

0457 192 225
For FURNITURE PICKUPS... please TEXT 

your name, address & photos of  donations. 

Your donations make our charity projects possible.

2 Grevillia St. Byron Industrial (next to Bunnings)
GLOBAL RIPPLE OP SHOP

First responders critical of government/

A public event to recognise 

the second flood anniversary 

was held at the Soundshell in 

Bruns last Wednesday, with 

the mayor, deputy mayor, 

police representatives and 

a handful of locals present, 

according to the photos 

posted on Council’s Face-

book page.

Mitra Ardron, who says 

he was involved with the 

immediate flood response, 

posted, ‘It was noticeable 

who was and wasn’t there [at 

the anniversary event]’. 

‘In particular, none of 

the co-ordination crew 

that I think of as largely 

responsible for the flood 

response – out of Mullum 

Civic Hall – were there: Luke 

Jaaniste, Jean Renouf, Ella 

Rose Goninan, Rae Stanton, 

Chai West, Adam Ess, Nerrida 

Haydon, Bianca Wildwood, 

Emma-Lee Luther, Nick… 

I’ve probably missed a few. 

Though it was good to see 

Zali Spinner, who organised 

the tinny rescues on the first 

night, and Melanie Bloor, 

the key organiser from Uki, 

Sasha Mainsbridge from 

the Library of Stuff, and of 

course, Sophie Wilksch who 

co-organised the Repair Cafe 

with me and others’.

Ardron described it as 

an ‘amazing volunteer 

response’, with ‘hundreds 

of people’, who ‘organised 

helicopter rescues, built 

bamboo bridges, hiked in 

Starlink dishes, and checked 

on every house’.

‘It’s these people that 

needed celebrating, but the 

actual recovery effort seems 

to have been consistently 

sidelined, because it really 

showed up the lack of 

capability by government at 

all levels, and the emergency 

service groups tasked with 

responding. [They were] 

mired by bureaucrap such 

as insurance, lawyers, and 

broken chains of command’. 

Ardron said that after two 

years, flood-affected people 

are ‘mired in bureaucracy, 

trying to get rehoused or 

have their houses raised for 

example. Promised buybacks 

still haven’t materialised’. 

‘[Mayor] Michael Lyon 

said a lot of good words on 

the stage, but I’ve not seen 

evidence that meaningful 

resilience preparation will 

happen’.

He added delaying assis-

tance is also a trauma, and 

that building on floodplains 

shows little has been learned.

Ardron added it’s likely the 

same outcome will happen 

with the next major flood.

Debt of gratitude
Mayor Michael Lyon told 

The Echo in part, ‘We owe a 

huge debt of gratitude to all 

the first responders for their 

bravery and dedication in our 

community’s time of need’. 

‘Council acknowledges 

our community’s ‘frustrations 

with the ongoing challenges 

of accessing support for recov-

ery from the catastrophic 

disaster events of 2022. 

‘The community’s recov-

ery and resilience priorities 

have seen Council advocate 

strongly for better outcomes, 

and this advocacy joins the 

voices of many who continue 

to push for positive change. 

‘Meaningful resilience 

preparation is happening. 

Since the disasters, we have 

worked alongside local 

organisations and commu-

nity groups who have been 

involved in the hard, on-the-

ground work of recovery 

across the Shire. 

‘Through our Community 

Recovery Team (funded by 

the NSW Reconstruction 

Authority), Council continues 

to partner with and support 

around ten emergent com-

munity resilience groups’. 

He says community pre-

paredness and resilience has 

improved, with information 

and training workshops for 

community members, ‘and 

improving emergency com-

munications in vulnerable 

locations across the Shire’. 

‘State-based agencies 

are the lead for disaster 

response and recovery in 

NSW and Council’s formal 

role in this stage post-dis-

aster is limited, however we 

are committed to continuing 

our work alongside our 

community on the long-term 

recovery journey that still 

lies ahead’. 

Ella Rose Goninan added 

she is still healing from the 

‘brutal way Byron Shire 

Council members acted 

towards me and my small 

not-for-profit after we gave 

everything for a solid year’.

Mayor Michael Lyon at the second flood anniversary. 
Photo Council’s Facebook page
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SECRET SOUNDS PRESENTS THE 22ND ANNUAL MUSIC & ARTS FESTIVAL

LoCALs TiCKET SALE
BYRON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
69 JONSON STREET
SUN 17 MAR 10AM - 4PM

RESIDENTS WITH POSTCODES 2477 THRU 2490
EXCLUSIVE SPECIAL LOCALS PRICE - ONE DAY ONLY

can't get to byron town?
PURCHASE ONLINE SAME DAY & TIME VIA MOSHTIX.COM.AU

Brunswick Valley 
FUNERALS

with

Michael Currie  
Phone 6684 6232 
MULLUMBIMBY

Aslan Shand

The call to ‘Show us your 

muff!’ might be a bit much 

for some people, as a way of 

raising money for homeless 

women as part of the Darling 

Muffs Of May campaign – but 

that doesn’t mean you can’t 

get involved. 

‘This year during May, we 

are raising money for wom-

en’s homelessness organisa-

tions in the Northern Rivers, 

culminating in the Great 

Wall of Muffs exhibition. But 

we understand that getting 

your “anonymuff” out is not 

everyone’s cup of tea, so we 

are running a merkin-making 

workshop so people can 

make a merkin (a pubic wig) 

and help raise money that 

way instead,’ said Melanie 

Saunders, who is one of the 

founding members of the 

Darling Muffs of May. 

The Darling Muffs of 

May campaign aims to 

raise money for women’s 

homelessness by getting 

people on board to go in the 

Great Wall of Muff exhibition 

(your muff is anonymous), 

make muffins, make muff-

inspired artwork or make a 

merkin and get your friends 

to sponsor them – think 

Movember.

‘Our merkin making is 

all about having some fun, 

getting creative and being 

inspired,’ said Mel. 

‘We ran our first merkin-

making workshop last year 

and we had some great 

merkin outcomes, from one 

that was inspired by the 

Mitchells rainforest snail to 

another that took inspiration 

from Father Christmas. The 

limit is only your imagination.’

Sign up for the merkin-

making workshop on Sunday, 

17 March, 1 till 3pm at www.

darlingmuffs.com.au/events. 

Dozens of conscientious beach cleaners donned hats and 

gloves during a, thankfully, overcast Sunday morning in 

Bruns for the annual Clean Up Australia Day. The Bruns 

clean-up was organised by Byron Shire Council and Positive 

Change for Marine Life. A Byron beach clean up, led by Byron 

Yoga Centre, was held at the same time. Photo Eve Jeffery 

On Friday, the word-loving community welcomed the new 

Byron Writers Festival artistic director, Jessica Alice, to her 

new position at a soirée at The Book Room. Jessica found 

herself in her happy place – among the books. Their annual 

membership drive is now on – visit byronwritersfestival.com 

for more info. Photo Eve Jeffery
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North Coast news online

News from across the North Coast online 

www.echo.net.au

Lismore skate ramp 

on the move

Tomorrow the vertical skate 

ramp from Victoria Street in 

Lismore will be transported 

by road to Nimbin, to a private 

property.

Cycling Without Age 

joins Northern Rivers 

Rail Trail

Tweed Shire Council has 

announced a collaboration 

with volunteer organisation 

Cycling Without Age as part of 

celebrations to mark the first 

anniversary of the opening of 

the popular Northern Rivers 

Rail Trail.

Appeal following 

attempted abduction – 

Tweed Heads

Investigators are appealing 

for public assistance as 

investigations continue into an 

attempted abduction in Tweed 

Heads at the weekend.

When Lucy got to say 

‘thank you for saving 

my life’

Almost two years to the day 

that Lucy Vader was saved 

from rising flood water in 

Lismore by an unknown man 

in an orange kayak, she got 

the chance to meet him and 

tell him how grateful she was 

that he carried her and her dog 

Dotty to safety.

Stolen ute, ransacked 

service station and 

vandalised police cars

Three teens will face court 

today charged over alleged 

break and enter, pursuit and 

malicious damage incidents 

on the state’s North Coast.

More than 80 new 

Tweed Hospital jobs

The Northern NSW Local 

Health District is advertising 

more than 80 full time 

equivalent roles at the new 

Tweed Valley Hospital, due to 

open in mid-May.

www.echo.net.au

Learn more at:

Australian

Supporting jobs for locals
like Benjamin, and backing
businesses across Casino.

North Coast News

Eve Jeffery

Dorroughby resident Alex 

Heathwood and around 

another 2,100 homeowners 

up and down the Rous 

County Council (RCC) water 

pipeline are going to be 

paying around $200 extra on 

their water bills annually for 

infrastructure that benefits 

everyone who uses RCC 

water.

The properties already 

have the pipeline running 

through them, and they get 

no compensation for any 

impact the infrastructure has 

on their properties. Local 

property owner Mr Heath-

wood believes the $200 extra 

fee is an ‘unfair’ burden on 

these properties. 

While the original pipeline 

was put in place with land-

holder consultation, ‘in 1983, 

they put in a new pipeline to 

carry chlorinated water and 

they just dictated an ease-

ment. There was no consulta-

tion,’ said Mr Heathwood. 

Land restrictions
Because the water is used 

by the public, there are strict 

rules in force as to how the 

land around the pipeline can 

be used and there is no com-

pensation to the landowners.

Water integrity
Rous County Council is 

the regional water supply 

authority providing water in 

bulk to the council areas of 

Byron, Ballina, Lismore and 

Richmond Valley, serving 

around 100,000 people. 

Approximately 2,100 cus-

tomers receive water direct 

from the main water network 

because, like Mr Heathwood, 

they have the infrastructure 

run across their land. RCC has 

determined that the majority 

of these connections require 

a backflow prevention device 

to comply with requirements 

of the applicable Plumbing 

Code of Australia, Austral-

ian Standards and other 

legislation. 

Backflow prevention 

devices work to stop water 

from customers’ properties 

from potentially entering the  

main RCC water network. 

The devices act to protect the 

integrity of the water supply 

and ensure the health and 

safety of all water customers. 

Historically installation, 

commissioning, maintenance 

and annual testing of 

backflow prevention devices 

have been the responsibility 

of the property owner. RCC 

now intends to install the 

devices at the identified 

properties and then assume 

responsibility for managing 

the annual testing process 

for all customers’ backflow 

devices. These maintenance 

costs will be passed onto the 

property owner.

Mr Heathwood ‘inherited’ 

the pipe when he purchased 

the property around 43 years 

ago. RCC does not pay a 

rental fee to use the land the 

pipeline runs across.

‘They expect the 2,130-

odd people affected to 

pay $200 a year,’ says Mr 

Heathwood. ‘My argument 

has always been that I think 

the idea of backflow devices 

is good, but I think the cost 

should be shared because 

the benefit applies to all 

water users.

‘I wrote to RCC suggesting 

that the cost be born by all 

RCC customers. Andrew 

Logan, Group Manager of 

Planning and Delivery wrote 

back in late 2023 stating “yes, 

that’s an option but not one 

Rous adopted”.’

A RCC spokesperson 

said the decision to pass 

the cost of the backflow 

devices to RCC customers 

is based on the benefit that 

the customers receive from 

having a reliable drinking 

water supply in an area that 

otherwise would not have 

reticulated drinking water.

However, if the cost was 

shared between all RCC 

customers, it would amount 

to around $4.26 each, 

annually.

Mr Heathwood says that 

Rous’s website has a list of 

things they believe they can 

achieve. 

‘One is to treat people 

fairly and another is to 

resolve issues in a good 

time. I think neither of those 

applies to this situation.’

Rous to charge residents ‘unfair’ water fee

Dorroughby resident Alex 

Heathwood believes the 

cost of maintenance for 

the backflow prevention 

device should be born by 

all customers. 

Photo Tree Faerie
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Euromaid 2 Door Fridge

door allows you to adjust the unit to your space.

$599
Westinghouse Fridge 
MODEL: WQE68705SA (FLOOR STOCK ONLY)

$229
LG Upside Down Fridge 454L
MODEL: GB455UPLE
for medium-sized households. It has a capacity of 454

$89

99

99

4 

99

Luna Mattress in a Box

eessss $179LLuuna Singlee MMattttrrreeesss
ttttttrrreeessssss $$$11119999999LLuna Dooouuubbbllleee MMMaaatttt

aattttttrrreeessssss $$222222999Luna Quueeen MMaaatt

PARKING

WOODLARK           STREET

Beko Front Load 9kg  Beko Front Load 9kgBB
(5-year warranty) (
MODEL: BFLB904ADW The Beko Washing 

optimal detergent usage. The steam function 

$599

hwasher Euromaid DishEu
he 60cm FreestandingMODEL: EDW14S Th

modern kitchen.
$499

ALTUS Wall Oven 
MODEL: ABO6811MB Equipped with a generrous

large meals or hosting guests. Multiple functioons

$4999 OPEN 7 DAYS

27 Glasgow Lane, Lismore  |  Phone 02 6621 7625  |  www.acummings.com.au
A. CUMMINGS & CO, ABN 32 365 577 355

Specials are available until 17/03/24 or while stock last.
All pictures are for illusttion purpose only. 

Terms and conditions apply.

North Coast News

Sleepbus service opens in Ballina

Sleepbus, the innovative 

solution for rough sleepers, 

has opened in Ballina after 

relocating from Byron Bay.

Following a successful 

open day last weekend at St 

Mary’s Anglican Church in 

Ballina, Sleepbus founder 

Simon Rowe was excited 

to announce there have 

been seven new volunteer 

signups, but says more help-

ers are needed in a variety of 

roles, including housekeep-

ers, caretakers and drivers.

There are also sponsor-

ship opportunities for 

local businesses and 

organisations.

Beginning as a GoFundMe 

campaign in Melbourne, 

Sleepbus has since spread 

around Australia. The idea 

is to provide an emergency 

solution for people who have 

nowhere safe to sleep, with 

guests having their own indi-

vidual spaces to sleep, USB 

charging, ducted heating and 

air conditioning, and a toilet.

The Sleepbus mantra is 

‘sleep changes everything’.

While not a permanent 

solution to the local housing 

crisis, it provides a life-

changing service to those in 

need, and depends entirely 

on the support of those who 

want to do something practi-

cal about the issue, instead 

of sitting on the sidelines.

Mr Rowe describes it as ‘a 

rewarding volunteer oppor-

tunity with flexibility and a 

great family vibe!’

You can find out more 

about how to volunteer at 

www.sleepbus.org.

Simon Rowe is hoping people in the Ballina area would like 

to volunteer with Sleepbus. Photo Tree Faerie

David Lowe

Lennox Head’s latest road 

resurfacing projects are 

benefiting from leading-edge 

recycling technology, giving 

waste a useful new life.

Lincoln Hill is the Surfac-

ing Manager for the Lismore/

Northern Rivers region with 

Downer Group, currently 

contracted to Ballina Shire 

Council (BSC). His expertise 

includes road resurfacing, 

potholes, driveways, car 

parks and highways; ‘pretty 

much anything with asphalt, 

we’ll do it!’ he says.

His next big job will be 

resurfacing Pacific Parade, 

one of the busiest streets 

in Lennox, with the section 

from the Lennox Hotel to the 

surf club due to be upgraded 

next month. 

‘What we’re doing is we’re 

removing the old surface, 

putting a waterproof mem-

brane down, and then we’re 

going to resurface it with an 

asphalt product that we’re 

manufacturing out of our 

plants in Lismore that uses 

crushed glass from Lismore 

tip,’ explained Mr Hill.

‘The glass is from the buy-

back programs, where you 

go and put your glass and get 

ten cents. That’s processed 

by a local contractor. We 

purchase it and run it in the 

asphalt instead of using 

straight sand.’

The crushed glass is 

cleaned, heated and coated 

in bitumen. In terms of silicon 

content, Lincoln Hill says the 

product matches sand ‘pretty 

much exactly, but probably a 

little bit less moisture content 

and moisture absorption – so 

it’s a really good product.’

Saving sand
As well as removing glass 

from the waste stream, the 

process reduces reliance on 

building quality sand, which 

is in short supply globally.

While the Lennox project 

is the first time BSC have 

used the recycled glass prod-

uct, Downer have also been 

using it in pothole resurfac-

ing works in recent months, 

and Richmond Valley Council 

are also trialling it.

About 400 tonnes of 

asphalt would be going into 

Pacific Parade, with a further 

800 tonnes going into works 

at Bentinck Street in Ballina.

The Lennox work is 

expected to be all done in 

two days, currently sched-

uled to happen starting 

Wednesday, 6 March.

Lincoln Hill loves the local 

area, having moved here 

from Queensland, and says 

his crew is based in Lismore. 

‘All the guys are local and 

the product is manufactured 

locally, too.’

More recycling 
opportunities

‘The crushed glass is the 

first of a big suite of products 

we want to bring in. If it’s 

received well, we’re going to 

start putting recycled plastic 

through the bitumen as well.

‘Also we can use recycled 

printer cartridges, and soft 

plastics, and they’re pel-

letised. When we run that 

through it reduces the pure 

bitumen, because you’re 

supplementing it with the 

recycled products. From 

there, the third piece of the 

puzzle is rubber, from tyres. 

We package all three of them 

together,’ he explained.

‘Plus, whenever we rip 

up a road, we process those 

millings and we put that 

through the asphalt as well.’

Mr Hill says even more 

exciting opportunities for 

road surfacing are on the 

horizon, such as plant-based 

bitumens, which are already 

being trialled in New Zealand 

via a product called BioBind.

Read full story in The Echo
online: www.echo.net.au.

More recycled material for Lennox road improvements

Lincoln Hill showing a new section of road beside Lennox 

Hotel. Photo David Lowe



10 The Byron Shire Echo www.echo.net.au

Comment North Coast news online

T he Dunkley by-election 

is done and dusted, with 

Advance’s fear campaign 

failing to fire, and Labor’s primary 

vote actually increasing. 

The swing to the Liberals on 

preferences came from right wing 

voters not having anyone crazier to 

vote for this time, with UAP and One 

Nation out of the race. 

Meanwhile, another question 

continues to be raised; which 

Australian politician was secretly 

working for a hostile foreign power, 

and when? ASIO’s Director-General 

of Security, Mike Burgess, recently 

announced the existence of an 

‘A-team’ (sadly not involving Mr T), 

a group working for an unnamed 

foreign intelligence service, specifi-

cally targeting Australia. 

‘Several years ago, the A-team 

successfully cultivated and 

recruited a former Australian politi-

cian, said Mr Burgess. ‘This politi-

cian sold out their country, party 

and former colleagues to advance 

the interests of the foreign regime.

‘At one point, the former 

politician even proposed bringing 

a prime minister’s family member 

into the spies’ orbit. Fortunately, 

that plot did not go ahead, but 

other schemes did.’

Abbott-era treasurer and retired 

ambassador to the US, Joe Hockey, 

spat out his cigar and demanded Mr 

Burgess name names, for fear that 

the loyalty of all retired politicians 

would come under question, but 

the chief spook was unmoved. 

He released another statement 

the next day saying the individual 

concerned was no longer a security 

concern, and that ASIO’s policy 

of not discussing individuals or 

providing operational details was 

unchanged.

Malcolm Turnbull’s son Alex has 

since named himself as one prince-

ling who was approached, but 

reported the contact to authorities 

immediately. 

Former Labor senator Sam Dast-

yari says the mystery traitor is not 

him. The guessing game continues 

in the mainstream media, while 

the rest of Mr Burgess’s speech has 

been largely ignored.

Accelerationists
After dropping his political 

bombshell, Mike Burgess empha-

sised that ASIO was busier than 

ever, with Australians of all walks 

of life being heavily targeted by 

foreign intelligence, including 

members of the media, academics, 

business people, law enforcement 

officers and the judiciary, and a fast-

growing threat from what he called 

‘accelerationists’, people seeking to 

ignite race wars by inflaming divi-

sions in society.

Spies and self-destruction are 

also discussed in a new book by 

Rachel Maddow, aptly named 

Prequel, which concerns the outra-

geous efforts of the German govern-

ment in the 1930s and ’40s to keep 

America out of World War II, and if 

possible, expand the Third Reich to 

the US. Largely forgotten now, this 

scheme was only stopped owing to 

the courage and investigative skills 

of a few individuals who lost pretty 

much everything as a result.

In the days before social media, 

Maddow’s book shows how Joseph 

Goebbels used the influencers and 

technologies of his day to divide 

the US along pre-existing fault lines 

(particularly race), using compliant 

members of Congress, religious 

leaders and celebrities such as 

Charles Lindbergh. It’s astonishing 

how close he came to succeeding.

Then, as now, comparatively 

open democracies offer numerous 

avenues for ruthless authoritarians 

to gain entry. 

The book shows how citizens 

need to remain alert to the traps 

and seductions of fascism and 

other forms of magical thinking, 

such as the beliefs that drove the 

Train brothers when they murdered 

police in Qld in 2022, with the 

encouragement of Arizona’s Donald 

Day Jr.

In the US last week, Donald 

Trump’s supporters remained 

unmoved by the arrest of former 

FBI informant, Alexander Smirnov, 

upon whose evidence the entire 

bribery case against the Bidens 

rested. Smirnov is now proven to 

have links to Russian intelligence.

Similarly dodgy and unethical 

campaigns are at work in most 

democracies, with politicians like 

Peter Dutton accelerating things by 

seizing upon any cracks they can find 

in society, and then widening them 

for their own short-term interests.

AUKUS
Mike Burgess patted himself on 

the back in his recent speech by 

talking about ‘embedding’ ASIO 

officers in the AUKUS nuclear sub-

marine taskforce. ‘Security is being 

built into every step of the supply 

chain,’ he said.

The wider question of whether 

the whole idea of getting into a 

nuclear bed with two increasingly 

rogue nations was making Australia 

more, or less secure was above his 

pay grade. ‘Threats are not simple; 

threats are not static,’ he said. ‘Our 

adversaries are proficient, persis-

tent and patient.’

The question remains though, 

who are Australia’s enemies? And 

if they’re so clever, why would they 

bother going through LinkedIn 

accounts, stealing laptops and 

trawling passwords of potential 

traitors when they could gain the 

ears of our highest elected repre-

sentatives behind closed doors 

completely legally?

Powerful interests with no con-

cern for the Australian environment 

or its people do this every day in 

Parliament House. 

It’s called lobbying.

David Lowe is an award-

winning film-maker, writer and 

photographer. 

Emergency volunteerism
Two years ago this week, 

it’s fair to say the entire 

north coast was in shock and 

struggling to comprehend the 

extent of what just happened. 

It took a while, but it 

emerged that unimaginable 

floodwater levels caused the 

most devastation on record. Land-

slides cut off roads and communi-

cations were completely cut. The 

BoM got it wrong, in part because of 

faulty or inoperable flood gauges. 

There was no ‘authority’ with a 

plan, just a strong community will-

ingness to help and save each other, 

along with stretched emergency 

services.

The question that Mitra Ardron 

poses on page 6 is what has been 

learned, and how can we prepare 

for the next one?

For a start, stop developing on 

floodplains. That would be ace.

Also, communication corpora-

tions should be required to have 

robust infrastructure in place. And 

fixing the flood gauges would help.

It’s fair to say that governments 

and Council haven’t learned much, 

and that too much tax money 

is spent on public relations and 

expanding bloated, unaccountable 

centralised bureaucracies like the 

NSW Reconstruction Authority (RA). 

It’s a theme across all sectors of 

governance, because unfortunately, 

most politicians are too scared and 

not smart enough to challenge toxic 

bureaucracies. 

Instead, many spend their time 

wanting to be part of that club, 

while pretending they care about 

you! It would be hilarious if it 

weren’t so pathetic.

Preparing for the next big flood/

fire/asteroid is easy: fund the SES 

and other emergency agencies 

with full-time employees so a well-

equipped and trained team is on 

permanent standby. 

The Echo put this to the office 

of newly elected NSW Emergency 

Services Minister, Jihad Dib, in May 

2023. 

Minister Dib didn’t seem keen on 

the idea (why?), but he replied that 

$200 million in new funding had 

been committed, including ‘$11.9 

million to better support volunteer-

ism, including training community 

members who may become “spon-

taneous” volunteers in a disaster’. 

Should we accept poor political 

leadership when it comes to life-

threatening emergency situations?

No. Never! Yet relying on 

governments is probably not wise, 

considering the standard of service 

delivery on offer. The reality is that 

the community will still need to 

step in, as it always has done. 

Emergency training
 The Mullum Neighbourhood 

Centre’s ad on page 4 is inviting the 

community to emergency response 

training. With a skilled-up commu-

nity, future emergency responses 

can hopefully run smoother. Email 

mdnc@org.au to get involved.

Additionally, the NSW SES has 

just launched its 2024 volunteer 

recruitment campaign. 

The press release says, ‘The 

campaign focuses on key regional 

locations, particularly those who 

have been affected by extreme 

weather events in recent times’.

Visit www.ses.nsw.gov.au for 

more information.

Hans Lovejoy, editor

www.northcoastvetservices.com.au  +  02 6684 0735
Clinic: 233 Gulgan Rd  Between Mullum and Bruns just down the road from Uncle Toms

info@northcoastvetservices.com.au

North Coast Vets
++ Caring for your pets

++ Keeping your livestock 
healthy and productive

++ State-of-the-art human-
grade CT machine 

++ Laser therapy machine

++ Mobile service
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Rejoice!
Hallelujah! Holy mother of 

Gertrude: our roads have been 

given a little tender loving 

care and the natives will sleep 

better tonight. See Michael, 

it wasn’t that hard was it… 

Crap! The rains ruined it.

Kol Dimond

Upper Main Arm

Mullum madness
It’s heartening to see the 

good residents of New City 

Road, Mullumbimby protest-

ing against the current crop 

of crazy Byron councillors 

hellbent on developing on 

a floodplain. It’s also deeply 

concerning that they have to 

fight for common sense to 

prevail. 

As people say, one thing 

we learn from history is that 

some people don’t learn 

from history.  

Patrick Morrisey

Goonengerry

Floodplain 
development
Congratulations to the con-

cerned residents of east Mul-

lumbimby in taking on Byron 

Shire Council regarding the 

proposed development at 75 

New City Road, and The Echo 

for publicity and editorial. 

Whilst not a resident 

of this area (I’m a Westie), 

I went along to offer my 

support because our home 

flooded in 2022 and each 

and every new development 

on the floodplain is likely 

to increase future flooding. 

All flood-affected residents 

should make an effort to 

sign the petition currently 

circulating. Mayor Michael 

Lyon won’t be able to say 

in the future that ‘there 

was no opposition to us 

approving this’.

My vision of what devel-

opment on the floodplain 

might look like: all houses 

must be built on piers, in this 

area, up to 1.5 metres above 

natural ground level, (see 

the recent development in 

Fern Street, Mullumbimby). 

Fences should be rural-type 

fencing only: i.e. 1.2 metres 

high with wire strands (NSW 

government recommenda-

tions) so as to not impede 

the flow of floodwater. You 

may ask, what about privacy 

and security? Security, no 

problem – just string up 

barbed or razor wire. Kids 

and pets will soon learn 

to stay away. Privacy – no 

problem – just add a 1.8 

metre Colorbond fence to 

the top of the rural fence, 

to achieve some level of 

privacy, given your elevated 

living circumstances. 

Need a swimming pool? 

No problems – in-ground 

pool, sure, just be prepared 

to clean it out after each 

flood event. Above-ground 

pool, sure, it should with-

stand all but floods similar 

to 2022.

Need a garage or two? 

No problem – just add an 

engineered and expensive 

garage and access ramp.

All these piers, posts, 

poles, and plumbing are 

going to displace future flood 

water to god-only-knows 

where, probably into our 

existing properties. Maybe 

some mathematician/ 

engineer could calculate 

the average amount of 

floodwater displaced by each 

homesite and multiply by the 

possible 500+ homes Council 

would like to place on the 

floodplain on the south-east 

side of Mullumbimby.

Bob Phillips

Mullumbimby

No thrill
We recently had our house 

broken into and our car, plus 

both sets of keys, stolen. 

I keep wondering if the 

thieves realise the anguish 

their actions cause? 

For the sake of them 

getting a thrill and a joy 

ride we have spent hours 

Natural, drug-free headache and migraine approach

72 Byron Street, Bangalow – opposite the Public School

www.bangalowheadacheclinic.com.au

Ph: 0475 75 75 10
+ Advanced head, neck and jaw assessment, 

treatment and management.

Phone for an immediate, obligation-free 
phone consultation.

Let us help 
you gain a 

better quality 
of life...Headache and Migraine  

Jaw pain – locking – clicking – grinding
 Vestibular – dizziness – vertigo

Wed 6 mar Jon J Bradley
Thur 7 Mar Craig Atkins 

Fri 8 mar Matty Rodgers band
Sat 9 mar Ragga Jump

Sun 10 mar Phil & Tilley trio
Mon 11 mar Fintan
Tues 12 mar Isaac Frankham
Wed 13 mar Ooz

AND THE FAMOUS 

RAILS kitchen

86 JONSON St, BYRON BAY  |  6685 7662  |  therailsbyronbay.com
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MULLUMBIMBY SHOWGROUND

www.spaghetticircus.com
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and hours dealing with the 

police, forensics, locksmiths, 

the insurance company 

and the towing yard. We’re 

out of pocket thousands of 

dollars, even with insurance. 

Without any keys it is a costly 

exercise. 

We’ve had our sense of 

security in our home and 

community violated. That 

car is something we saved 

hard for, and being without 

it for weeks means we’ve 

lost our independence and 

transport to get to work. 

The whole ordeal has 

been very stressful and 

upsetting. We still don’t 

know when the car will be 

repaired and returned to us 

yet. And the police say that 

there are five to seven cars 

a night being stolen across 

Ballina, Goonellabah, Lennox 

Head and Byron Bay. I feel for 

each of the families waking 

up to a similar nightmare 

to us. 

Emily Batts

East Ballina

Growing mould 
together
A water-damaged rental 

in Byron caused me such 

severe health issues (none of 

them respiratory) that I felt 

like my life was ending. 

I went from being a very 

healthy, mid 30 year old to 

suddenly suffering some-

thing so incredibly debilitat-

ing that no GP could figure it 

out. Body aches, brain fog, 

memory loss, concentration 

issues, otherworldly fatigue, 

digestive issues and many 

more. 

At my worst point I wasn’t 

able to walk by myself any-

more. After nine excruciating 

months, an amazing physi-

cian in Bangalow connected 

the dots and recommended 

leaving the rental for some 

time to see if it was environ-

mental, given my history. As 

soon as we arrived at a flat 

in Melbourne, I slept for 24 

hours straight and the next 

morning 80 per cent of my 

symptoms had disappeared. 

I was lucky. 

However, we could do 

nothing against the landlord 

painting over the visible 

mould and renting it out 

right away. He had seen 

the mould report stating 

‘do not enter without PPE’. 

NCAT gave us minimal com-

pensation, even though we 

provided nearly 100 pages of 

evidence. The water-dam-

aged structures were never 

replaced – the bedroom wall 

had been wet for over a year 

due to blocked drainage and 

the crawl space was filled 

with mould from a badly-

fixed roof leak. 

There needs to be more 

protection for tenants 

against structural water 

damage and more aware-

ness amongst GPs, especially 

in our region, that mould 

exposure is incredibly 

harmful beyond respiratory 

symptoms. 

For all the people wonder-

ing if mould could be the 

reason for their health issues, 

go to ‘Toxic Mould Support 

Australia’ group on Facebook 

or toxicmould.org for great 

resources.

Carolin Materna

Byron Bay

Thank you
For some reason, although 

I believe in having a voice, it 

never occurred to me to join 

a political party before now. 

I joined the Greens recently 

mainly because Labor still 

has not addressed the long-

outdated environmental 

protection legislation. The 

Liberal Party never will. It’s 

blindingly clear we need to 

leave trees in the ground and 

to move away from fossil 

fuels and I cannot believe 

this is not Labor’s most 

urgent task in these precari-

ous times. 

But I also joined because 

I witnessed someone 

genuinely stepping up to 

contribute expertise to 

local decision-making at a 

grassroots level; someone 

who cares about people and 

works really hard for the 

community. 

Duncan Dey espouses 

Green values with passion 

and conviction, yet is repeat-

edly not mentioned when it 

comes to any acknowledge-

ment of a good outcome 

(and always seems to be 

named, or quoted out of 

context, when the outcome 

is not so favourable).  

Without diminishing the 

fabulous work that other 

Greens representatives do, 

it’s always a team effort, 

please acknowledge eve-

ryone’s contributions and 

be generous, inclusive and 

egalitarian. That is the kind 

of party I want to belong to. 

It’s the kind of party Australia 

needs. 

Catherine Lane

North Ocean Shores 

Cannabis
Saturday morning, 6am ABC 

news. Shock and delight. 

Germany has decriminalised 

small amounts of cannabis!

About time, but what 

about us? Didn’t the Greens 

promise the same after the 

last election? Politicians’ 

promises last about as long 

as the dew on the grass [!] 

Come on Greens, if you are 

not going to support us, we 

will no longer support you.

The old ways are not 

effective and are expensive 

to the taxpayer. Legalise it.

Andrew Hall

Ocean Shores

For Julian  
In my role as the spokes-

woman for the East Timorese 

resistance movement 

working for Jose Ramos 

Horta during the 1990s, 

we relied on a free and fair 

media populated by journal-

ists with a passion and a 

capacity for truth-seeking 

and truth-telling. Unafraid 

of consequences they would 

run stories because that 

were in the public interest, 

roughly translated that is, 

‘in the interest of humanity’. 

Julian did that. That was 

the right thing to do. He is a 

truth-teller, a  whistleblower, 

a man born for this moment.  

The United States of 

America has made Julian 

a hero because, for some 

reason, they have  developed 

a fear of the light of truth. 

And in so doing they have 

created the most important  

voice of our time. From now 

on, the world’s attention is 

on Julian.  

As humans, we all live 

on this planet together, 

regardless of how differently 

each of us does life. But one 

thing is for sure, the ongoing 

state of all of our lives, peace 

and the healthy democratic 

practice that underpins it, 

and the responsibility of 

nation states to uphold these 

values, have been placed 

fairly and squarely in the 

public’s eye.  

We are all watching. This 

gaze represents an oppor-

tunity for the US to humbly 

admit to its wrongdoing and 

put reparations in place.  

Julian does not need par-

doning because he has not 

done anything wrong. He has 

not broken any laws. He has 

acted only in the interests 

of justice, democracy, rule 

of law and the peace and 

stability of humanity on this 

planet. He is the voice. He 

spoke up, no one else did.  

Respect him, honour him. 

Bring him home, compen-

sate him and then, release 

all whistleblowers who have 

been incarcerated for telling 

the truth.  

It is time for the US to 

shine.  

Imagine it, I can.  

Margherita Tracanelli  

Ocean Shores  

*From my  email to our P.M. 28.1.24*
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Ray
Towers

RUGS & VINYLS
CARPETS

Towers Drive, Mullumbimby
PH 6684 2467

raytowerscarpets.com.au

www.byronandbeyond.com 

WHAT’S ON – THE VISITOR GUIDE 2023BYRONANDBeyond
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Byron Bay &

Northern Rivers 
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0428 655 806  
sales@byronandbeyond.com

www.byronandbeyond.com

We are committed to the highest standard of care in all of our treatments.

Remedial / Deep Tissue / Lymphatic Drainage / Sports / Relaxation /

Pregnancy / Trigger Point / Dry Needling / Cupping / Bowen.

Instant health fund rebates available. 

Book online now! Visit bbrmassage.com.au or call 0499 490 088

Beautiful 
new clinic in

Newrybar 
Village

byrondogrescue.org  •  Ph 0447 927 600

Op Shop
Cnr Tweed St & Booyun St 

Brunswick Heads 
Next to IGA Supermarket

Mon to Fri 10am–4pm
Sat 10am–1pm

FILL A BAG FOR $5
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
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How would you stop koalas going extinct in the wild?
Aslan Shand

Koalas in the wild in NSW 

are predicted to go extinct 

by 2050 and the NSW 

government has said their 

preservation in the wild is of 

the highest priority, yet they 

won’t stop the logging of 

high-value habitat. 

Your feedback
The strategy for koala con-

servation is currently under 

review and the community is 

being asked for feedback on 

the best ways to help NSW’s 

endangered koalas.

‘In the lead-up to the 

Koala Summit (at Taronga 

Zoo on 22 March), we are 

launching this paper [Koala 

Strategy] to seek innovative 

ideas and feedback. Everyone 

who cares about the future of 

our precious koalas is encour-

aged to provide their views,’ 

said Minister for Climate 

Change and the Environment, 

Penny Sharpe.

Protect high-value 
habitat?

‘The NSW government’s 

2021 Koala Strategy identifies 

that the highest priority to 

avoid the extinction of koalas 

in the wild by 2050 is to pro-

tect their habitat,’ explained 

North East Forest Alliance 

(NEFA) spokesperson Dailan 

Pugh.

‘To this end they have 

allocated $71 million to 

buy private properties and 

implement conservation 

agreements on up to 22,000 

hectares. So far they have 

bought 10,000ha of land to 

add to national parks and 

entered conservation agree-

ments on over 7,700ha of 

private land. Only part of this 

is high-quality koala habitat.

‘There are 230,000 hec-

tares of State Forests on the 

NSW North Coast identified 

as high-quality koala habitat 

by the NSW government and 

as Nationally Important Koala 

Areas by the Commonwealth 

government, yet both govern-

ments refuse to stop logging 

them.

‘The NSW Forestry Cor-

poration is losing $15 million 

a year, and getting tens of 

millions in equity injections, 

to log tens of thousands of 

koala feed trees in thousands 

of hectares of high-quality 

koala habitat every year.’

Unlike NSW, Victoria 

and WA have both brought 

forward an end to native 

forest logging that started on 

1 January 2024. 

‘If the government was 

serious about saving koalas 

and saving money then their 

highest priority must be to 

protect koala habitat on 

public land,’ Mr Pugh told The 
Echo.

‘The government has 

identified 50 koala popula-

tions “where koalas have the 

potential to persist over the 

long term”, and in 2021 priori-

tised 19 of these for immedi-

ate protection of strongholds, 

including in the Banyabba 

Area of Regional Koala Signifi-

cance (Whiporie-Rappville).

‘Despite this they (NSW 

Forestry) are right now 

logging identified koala 

strongholds in Braemar and 

Myrtle State Forests within 

the Banyabba ARKS.

‘The government is asking 

people to tell them what 

else they should be doing to 

protect koala habitat.

‘Please tell them to imme-

diately stop logging koala 

habitat on public lands,’ Mr 

Pugh said.

Furniture & Homewares

HUGE SHOWROOM 
ENSPIRE FURNITURE IS A LOCALLY OWNED 

AND OPERATED BUSINESS

15 Sheather St Ballina NSW 2478 
02 6686 8802   @enspirefurniture

www.enspirefurniture.com.au 

8 
ure

30% off all 30% off all 
loungeslounges

20% off 20% off 
selected selected 

canecane

20% off all 20% off all 
dining chairs dining chairs 

and table and table 
packagespackages

A podcast exploring the unique and 
diverse community of Byron Bay

Scan the QR code to Listen on 
Spotify or Apple Podcast
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Jem Bendell to speak about living in the midst of climate collapse
Richard Hil

The brutal reality is that we’re 

facing global biospheric collapse, 

with little or no prospect of 

reprieve. This is the existential 

consequence of a system 

hellbent on greed, overshoot and 

suicidal levels of greenhouse gas 

emissions. Geoengineering, nuclear 

power, ‘clean energy’ and other 

manifestations of magical thinking 

are unlikely to get us out of this 

mess. Baseless hope and despair 

will only make matters worse.

So how do we live in the midst 

of all this? Truth told; no-one really 

knows what the future holds. But 

we do have some clues in the 

nature, pace and scale of extreme 

weather events and the response of 

communities and powerful agencies 

to them. Obviously, the full range 

of climactic changes will play out 

differently across the world, with 

poorer and less carbon-emitting 

nations the most at risk. 

We can’t wish this away. It’s 

the emergent reality we need to 

consider, so that we can respond 

rather than simply react. The 

current government keeps the full 

ghastly consequences of ‘climate 

change’ under wraps. I’m not 

making this up: a major report by 

the Office of National Intelligence is 

deliberately being kept from public 

view. 

Loss of freedoms?
Faced with economic chaos, 

food and water shortages, civil 

disorder and the rest, we’re likely 

to see powerful agencies encroach 

even further on our rights and 

freedoms. Barriers are already 

being erected to stop and/or 

regulate the flow of populations, 

especially those seeking refuge in 

richer nations. 

We are, in author James 

Bradley’s phrase, being ‘unearthed’. 

So, we need to talk – urgently. 

We need to talk about how each 

of us can make sense of what’s 

going on around us, and how and 

why we need stronger and more 

resilient, connected, civic-minded 

communities. 

We need to reflect too on how 

we might overcome the blockages 

of a grief-phobic culture, rethink 

our interior worlds and address 

those big metaphysical questions. 

Indigenous ancestral knowledge 

can offer us many important 

insights. We’ll find few answers in 

modernism, the enlightenment or 

cannibal capitalism – the 

very sources of our current 

predicament. 

Celebrated academic, activist 

and advocate, Jem Bendell, has 

pondered this stuff. His latest book, 

Breaking Together: A Freedom-

loving Response to Collapse, speaks 

of the ‘imperial modernist’ mindset 

that has led us to the existential 

brink. ‘The truth’, he says, ‘is that 

we live in a hydrocarbon civilisation 

which is coming to an end’. 

But there’s no new nirvana, at 

least not the one promised by clean 

energy advocates. Why? Because, 

‘the very renewable energy future 

that we are being told will save us 

from fossil fuels is currently itself 

utterly dependent upon fossil fuels’. 

The hungry ghosts of late 

capitalism will not be sated. We are 

staring into an abyss. But Bendell 

believes that, ‘looking into the 

abyss is helpful to better work out 

why this is happening and what can 

still be done to reduce harm… it’s 

worth remembering that we aren’t 

in imminent danger. There is no 

need for a panicked response. We 

have some years ahead of us. But 

that doesn’t mean we can get out 

of this. I think we won’t’. 

We can no longer avoid collapse. 

Bendell rails against those who 

urge us, ‘to postpone our grieving 

and reassessment of how we want 

to live in a collapsing society’. In 

effect, he is inviting us to lovingly 

face up to the unfolding realities 

of environmental breakdown, ‘by 

allowing the breakdowns in our 

privileges, comforts, worldviews 

and identities, to allow a new 

openness for connection with 

people, nature and even the 

eternal’. 

Personally, I can think of few 

people who can speak with more 

eloquence, authority and insight 

about our current predicament 

than Jem Bendell. 

Professor Jem Bendell will be 

interviewed by filmmaker Michael 

Shaw on Saturday, 9 March, 6.30-

8.00pm at Marvell Hall, 37 Marvell 

Street, Byron Bay. To book go to: 

www.trybooking.com/CPERS.

BLUESFEST 2024
NOTICE TO RESIDENTS OF THE BYRON SHIRE
TRAFFIC CHANGES IN TYAGARAH: WEDNESDAY 28 MARCH TO TUESDAY 2 APRIL 2024

site at Tanner Lane, Tyagarah. We wish to inform you that the following changes will take place from 
Wednesday, 28 March 2024 through to Tuesday, 2 April 2024.

FESTIVAL TIMES:
THURSDAY 28 MARCH 2024: GATES OPEN 2:00PM – CLOSE MIDNIGHT
FRIDAY 29 MARCH 2024 – MONDAY 1 APRIL 2024: GATES OPEN 11:00AM – CLOSE MIDNIGHT

TRAFFIC:

•  Grays Lane access to motorway will remain shut. Patrons departing south will use the main 

PARKING:

Road, this will be open for day patrons. Temporary “No Stopping” signs will be installed in Tanner 

•  Please note, pre-paid parking will cost $25 per day.
•  3-day parking is $60 plus fees. 5-day parking is $100 plus fees.
•  Tickets are available to purchase via www.bluesfest.com.au/tickets
•  To avoid lengthy delays pre-book your parking NOW online as there will be LIMITED facility to 

purchase on site.

Bluesfest site.
•  Council Parking Rangers will be on patrol throughout the weekend.

PICK UP AND DROP OFF AREA:
•  There will be a pick-up and drop-off area for guests at the South Gate entrance. Please call the 

it is free to use this area.

DISABLED PARKING:
•  There is an area set aside for disabled parking.

SHUTTLE BUSES:

Street). There will also be shuttle bus services from surrounding towns. The bus timetable is now 
available on the Bluesfest website.

CAMPING: 

BLUESFEST HOTLINE: (02) 6639 9800   EMERGENCY HOTLINE: 0402 495 806
We apologise for any inconvenience and thank you for your patience and co-operation.

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN’S DAY

JOIN
US
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Jem Bendell will be speaking at Marvell Hall in Byron Bay about ways 
we can reduce harm in the hydrocarbon era. Photo supplied



www.echo.net.au The Byron Shire Echo 15

Mullumbimby Emergency 

Community Action (MECA) is 

an emerging volunteer-led 

emergency response group 

working to ensure the com-

munity is a collective source 

of strength during a crisis. 

The founders of MECA 

were actively involved in 

community support and 

recovery operations during 

the 2022 floods. They are  

inviting the Mullum com-

munity to be part of the 

preparation and recovery 

conversation on Tuesday, 19 

March at 5.30pm at the Byron 

Community College, Room 

5, 6/8 Burringbar Street, 

Mullumbimby.

MECA’s vision is for coor-

dinated and community-led 

networks in Mullumbimby. 

‘We want the community 

to be self-reliant and self-

empowered and to hear 

ideas on how we can all work 

together to build relation-

ships and share resources to 

meet future challenges,’ said 

a spokesperson. 

The group is looking to 

ensure that relationships are 

well formed and communica-

tion amongst all groups 

involved in responding to a 

disaster is established and 

well-oiled before the intensity 

of emergency response.

One of the key goals is to 

help residents in the wider 

Mullumbimby region connect 

with each other and find 

ways to coordinate within 

neighbourhoods to ensure 

better preparedness for any 

future emergency situation. 

Mukti Sadeh, one of the 

founding members, says, 

‘In the last six months MECA 

members have been working 

on identifying the areas that 

need to be strengthened. We 

have been mentored by Jean 

Renouf from Plan C and this 

has helped us create healthy 

foundations for MECA.’ 

‘We believe now is the 

time to build a united and 

empowered community that 

is ready to respond to future 

challenges. Every member 

of our community, from the 

youngest to our elders, has 

something to offer.’

MECA has been endorsed 

by Byron Council to partici-

pate in the CRN (Community 

Resilience Network) and 

Byron Shire Community 

Hubs. MECA is auspiced by 

Mullum Seed and tax-deduct-

ible donations to support 

MECA can be made via www.

mullumseed.org.au/meca. 

MECA is currently looking 

for people with grant writing, 

event and communications 

skills to join their core team. 

Anyone with the energy to be 

involved can contact Mukti at 

mullumeca@gmail.com.

FREE INITIAL 
CONSULTATIONS

Jordyn Jones
Senior Associate

Jordyn@byronfamilylaw.com.au

Yasmin Dulley
Principal Solicitor

yasmin@byronfamilylaw.com.au

divorce, separation, parenting and children, 

We support you and your family to not only 
survive but thrive following separation.

18 Parkes Ave, Byron Bay  •  02 6687 2774  •  byronfamilylaw.com.au

Bisque are designers, importers and retailers of fine furniture, lighting, 
homewares and ladies fashion. We have moved our entire retail operation into 

our space in the Byron Bay Industrial Estate and sadly closed our Bangalow 
store. On display we have a much larger range of products including outdoor 

furniture and ladies fashion.

We are also offering a complete interior design and styling service. 
We can arrange full project management, sourcing builders, materials 

and a full client consultation service.

We are also providing furniture rental and styling service for home sales, where 
we use our classic Bisque luxe range to bring your property to the next level.

All pieces are also available wholesale.

See our comprehensive range at www.bisquetraders.com.au
3-4/60 Centennial Circuit, Byron Industrial Estate

Phone: 0424 225 059  |  Mon–Fri 11am to 4pm

www.bisquetraders.com.au  |  Insta: @bisque_
bangalowbisque@gmail.com

News

MECA invites Mullumbimby residents to 
its inaugural community conversation

The Mullumbimby Neighbourhood Centre was part of the  

support response during the 2022 flood recovery. 

Photo Aslan Shand
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Gilmour Space Technologies 

is looking to put Australia on 

the map when it comes to 

space with the first test flight 

of an Australian-made and 

-owned rocket coming in a 

few months.

Gilmour was started in 

2013 by brothers Adam and 

James Gilmour. The launch 

of their first rocket Eris would 

see Australia join the ranks of 

the 12 countries in the world 

that have their own orbital 

launch capability. They have 

designed and manufactured 

the orbital launch vehicle 

on the Gold Coast and fully 

assembled it at the Bowen 

Orbital Spaceport in north 

Queensland.

‘As a nation, we rely heavily 

on space technologies to meet 

our civil, commercial and 

defence needs; but they are 

supplied almost entirely by for-

eign countries and companies,’ 

explained a spokesperson for 

Gilmour Space.

‘Having our own “road 

to space” will give us more 

security, access, and control 

over our critical space 

infrastructure, and lead to a 

thriving new space industry.

Launch bottleneck 
‘Despite SpaceX’s incred-

ible performance, there just 

aren’t enough rockets to take 

up the tens of thousands of 

satellites hoping to launch 

in the next five years. We’re 

looking to help close that 

gap for small satellites in low 

Earth orbit (LEO).’

Helping make this happen 

is the Queensland Invest-

ment Corporation (QIC), 

with co-investment from 

Blackbird, Main Sequence, 

Hostplus, HESTA Super, and 

Fine Structure Ventures, 

among others who have 

invested $55 million in 

Gilmour Space.

Co-founder and CEO 

Adam Gilmour said, ‘Our 

team is fortunate to be 

backed by high-calibre 

investors whose unwavering 

support has led to the devel-

opment of Australia’s first 

orbital rocket, built by an 

Australian-owned company, 

and supported by a local 

space supply chain.’

‘Our vision is for rockets 

made and launched in 

Queensland, carrying satel-

lites and other payloads to 

space for our global custom-

ers, and we’re incredibly 

grateful for the support of 

QIC in helping us realise that 

vision.’

SpaceX took four launch 

attempts to successfully 

make it to orbit and New 

Zealand’s Rocket Lab was the 

first private spaceport to host 

an orbital launch attempt. 

Rocket Lab became the first 

private spaceport to host a 

successful orbital launch.

Read full story in The Echo
online: www.echo.net.au.
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Aslan Shand

It is predicted that the next 

40 years will see the demand 

for water increase by 50 per 

cent in the local government 

areas (LGA) that Rous County 

Council (RCC) supplies with 

water. 

This is due to the pressure 

on the region to accept a sig-

nificant population increase. 

The current population uses 

approximately 37,000 residen-

tial connections and 3,800 

non-residential connections. 

This is forecasted to grow to 

63,700 residential connections 

and 8,640 non-residential 

connections by 2060 across 

the Lismore, Byron, Ballina, 

and Richmond Valley LGAs. 

That is an expected increase 

of 31,540 connections over 

the next 40 years. However, 

these figures exclude growth 

in the towns of Mullumbimby, 

Wardell, Nimbin and Casino. 

Each council elects two 

councillors to the RCC, which 

is responsible for securing 

the water supply to these 

LGAs, and the midterm elec-

tions have seen the status 

quo retained on the RCC 

governing body.

Dunoon Dam
Richmond Valley Mayor 

Robert Mustow was reelected 

chairperson and Ballina 

Shire Mayor Sharon Cadwal-

lader was reelected deputy 

chairperson.

Following the last council 

elections the controversial 

Dunoon Dam was again put 

back on the agenda at the 

first RCC meeting; it had been 

removed by the previous RCC 

board in December 2020.

The removal was based 

on the two cultural heritage 

studies that had been con-

ducted, objections by tradi-

tional owners to the dam, the 

environmental impact, and 

the cost to ratepayers.

Ms Cadwallader told The 
Echo, ‘Rous is taking immedi-

ate actions to secure water for 

the region by developing new 

groundwater schemes and to 

meet the challenge of a grow-

ing population and a chang-

ing climate, so an “all options 

on the table” approach is 

being taken to Rous’s third 

stage of planning.’ 

‘The proposed Dunoon 

Dam is one of these options 

being investigated with com-

prehensive cultural heritage 

and biodiversity assessments 

commencing in the coming 

weeks. These assessments 

will provide Councillors 

with the comprehensive 

and contemporary informa-

tion required to make an 

informed decision regarding 

the next steps.’

Third time lucky?
This will mark the third 

cultural heritage study done 

at the Dunoon site with tra-

ditional owners repeatedly 

stating that they are opposed 

to the Dunoon Dam. 

‘The suggestion to drown 

our sites to protect them, as 

stated in the 2013 Cultural 

heritage impact assessment 

is deeply offensive to us,’ 

Widjabul Wia-bal woman of 

the Bundjalung Nation, Skye 

Roberts told RCC in February 

2022. 

WATER Northern Rivers 

who formed in opposition 

to the Dunoon Dam and to 

promote alternative strate-

gies to ensure water security 

in the region told The Echo
that they ‘invite members 

of this governing body to 

update our community on 

what Rous has done to date 

to bring real water security 

into reality by fixing system 

losses (leaks), enhancing 

ground water sources, and 

progressing recycled water 

and desalination in line with 

the Far North Coast Regional 

Water Strategy.’

Read full story in The Echo
online: www.echo.net.au.

Adam Glimour, CEO of Gilmour Space Technologies, 
The Echo’s own Electron Wrangler Ewan Willis, and the 
Gilmour team read The Echo as they assemble Eris, the first 
Australian-made rocket. 
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Last week’s solution #532

Cryptic Clues 
ACROSS
1. It’s about pressure to deal with 

erratic mob (10)

6.  Oriental cardinal (4)

8.  The name of the newspaper: M! (8)

9.  Concoct a new ingredient for 
petrol rating (6)

10. Could be a tiger, but proverbially 
white (4)

11. Popular, stripped to the raw! In 
trouble. (2,3,5)

12. Senior offi  cers, supporters with 
hidden stash (5,4)

14. Canberra journo played his part (5) 

17. Contestant to attempt after two 
courses (5)

19. Dreams of soft drink that is in the 
steamer (9)

22. Press for aborted maiden trip (5,5)

23. Newts included in left side (4)

24. D could be one of 12 (3,3)

25. Mercy for traumatic Len and 
niece (8)

26. Employer of American queen (4)

27. Betting, listen with bosses – they’re 
ahead! (10)

DOWN
1. It brings buzz to mismanage 

worker (6,3)

2. Everything return after blossom 
and bird (7)

3. They say I bring authority to vision 
(8)

4. Left ashen and depressed, but 
intensely patriotic (3,5,3,4)

5. Belts hundred hooligans (6)

6. Two cardinals with dreams of the 
ways in (9)

7. Report of evil prophet, but honest 
(7)

13. Singer is less fussed over notice (9) 

15. Princess’s fl owers are catastrophes 
(9)

16. She works hard for a sieve (8)

18. Gets thinner working back with 
lines (7)

20. Popular soft drink for Spanish 
princess (7)

21. Portraits of Indian wizards (6)

Quick Clues 
ACROSS
1. Relating to atmospheric pressure 

(10)

6.  Where the sun rises (4)

8.  The banner on the front page (8)

9.  Component of gasoline (6)

10. Flower symbolising purity (4)

11. In a pickle! (2,3,5)

12. High-ranking military personnel 
(5,4)

14. Performed (5) 

17. Place of ingress (5)

19. Delusions (9)

22. Newspapers and magazines (5,5)

23. Online transfers of money (4)

24. Dominant individual (3,3)

25. Clemency (8)

26. Junky (4)

27. They led the attack (10)

DOWN
1. Large, hairy fl ying insect (6,3)

2. Australian parrot (7)

3. Ability to see (8)

4. US fl ag (3,5,3,4)

5. Nails with large fl at heads (6)

6. Spellbinds (9)

7. Heartfelt (7)

13. Crooner (9) 

15. Calamities (9)

16. Colander (8)

18. Water passage; strait (7)

20. Daughter of Portuguese monarch 
(7)

21. Depictions (6)

Mungo MacCallum’s Crossword #533

C A S S O U L E T S W E D E
E C B A O T N U
L E E K S S U S P E N D E R
E N T A S E A O
R E E L I N G P A R S N I P
I N N O G E
A L P H A P A R T I C L E S
C R T A R A

D E P E R S O N A L I S E S
C T T E E B
A C E T O N E M A N A T E E
R N N R E D U S
R E D G I A N T S A B B O T
O E O E I R E O
T U R I N R E A S S E R T S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16

17 18 19 20

21

22 23

24 25

26 27

PISCES THE FISH

ARIES: This week’s celestial 
emphasis is in Aries’ zone of closure 
and winding up cycles in order to 
move forward. For info on lingering 
unresolved issues, be open to 
planet healer Chiron’s clarifying 
passage through your sign providing 
some eye-opening insights on 
certain repeating personal patterns.

TAURUS: Feel like you’re getting 
mixed messages?  Scarcely 
surprising with so much psychic 
energy circulating. This week 
requires tuning into a diff erent 
wavelength or bandwidth, reading 
body language, listening for what’s 
not being said, letting your spidey 
senses guide you for a change – it’s 
actually quite fun.

GEMINI: How to choose between 
the welter of opportunities 
presenting themselves this week 
– decide which possibilities to 
pursue? First, relax. Don’t overthink 
things. Slow down and listen. Watch 
and wait. Create the energetic space 
for revelations to appear and you 
might be surprised at what arrives.

CANCER: This week has you at 
your most spookily intuitive, and 
activities supported by the current 
cosmic climate include giving 
back, inspiring others, caring and 
sharing, spiritual gatherings, if 
you’re into them – but most of all 
spending quality time with your 
soul tribe doing what you all love.

LEO: Are you possibly being a bit 
hard on yourself Leo, or on others? 
Then be advised that this week 
isn’t likely to respond to common 
sense, logic or reason. It calls for 
empathy, understanding and a 
heartfelt approach, so don’t be 
surprised if there’s even a few 
teary moments.

VIRGO: This week’s star map 
encourages loving people the way 
they are, in all their imperfect 
glory, rather than waiting for their 
best selves to take the stage, 
which might be the twelft h of 
never. So bless the mess, embrace 
random synchronicities, and enjoy 
life in whatever form it presents.

LIBRA: With your planet muse 
enus in her most outrageously 
innovative placement, and five other 
heavenly bodies in the zodiac’s 
most artistic, poetic and musical 
sign electrifying aesthetic ventures, 
by all means go ahead and start 
that art project, memoir, wardrobe 
overhaul, decor rearrangement or 
song-writing workshop.

SCORPIO: If it makes sense to you 
to align your moves with cosmic 
rhythms and natural principles, 
combine rest and rampant 
creativity, operate with less push 
and more flow, in a way that’s sane 
and sustainable, then this week has 
much to off er if you stop, stay still 
and listen to its intuitive prompts.

SAGITTARIUS: This week’s 
elemental energies could have 
Sagittarians feeling restless, 
in which case the astrological 
recommendation is to consider 
the diff erence between being 
spontaneous and recklessly 
impulsive, which you may regret. 
Emotions are close to the surface, 
so let them flow, then let them go.

CAPRICORN: Capricorn’s ruling 
planet Saturn is currently conducting 
a reality check on personal integrity, 
so are you walking your talk, or is 
there something you could be doing 
diff erently? Some kind of lightbulb 
experience that connects the dots 
between mindset, emotions and 
physical results is possible this week.

AQUARIUS: Although the specifics 
diff er for every Aquarian, this week’s 
themes revolve around freedom, 
commitment and responsibility, 
discipline and exploration. Around 
finding that place where your 
individual aspirations support a 
collective vision for a better world. 
Around knowing when to retreat 
and recoup, and when to advance 
your plans.

PISCES: This week’s Pisces new 
moon on 10 March celebrating 
the beginning of your astrological 
year, off ers a personal portal for 
downloading specific life guidance 
for the coming year. Give yourself 
quiet time and space around this 
date to tune-in and receive the rich 
gift s of your inner wisdom.

STARS 
BY LILITH
With Mercury, Saturn, 
Neptune, the Sun and 
weekend new moon 
holding a cosmic 
summit meeting in 
Pisces, leave time in 
your diary to enjoy 
this year’s most 
artistic, empathetic 
and magical week …

www.echo.net.au/soap-box

Free Assange: 
It’s Up to Us

It’s a simple profound statement said 

by someone who knows that as a 

journalist the truth doesn’t set you 

free. It gets you locked up in solitary 

confinement in Belmarsh Prison. The 

truth can cost your life. Assange knows 

that too well.

He is a Walkley-winning journalist 

who did what journalists are 

supposed to do. He published 

material that exposed the US war 

machine. He told the world who they 

are. It’s made him, not them, the 

enemy. We live in an Orwellian world 

where lies and cover-up are currency. 

Where truth is more dangerous than 

guns. Where we lock up our heroes 

and watch them die.

This is the ethos of The Trust Fall: Julian 

Assange. Filmmaker Kym Stanton from 

Films for Change has made this epic 

documentary on Assange, now on 

international release. He has trawled 

through over 24 hours of interviews 

and hundreds of hours of archival 

footage to create a two-hour film that 

Stanton himself calls ‘a seminar’.

If you want the long-form of this story, 

the one not seen in mainstream media, 

this is it.

In watching this film, I am reminded of 

how brave Assange was. That he was 

compelled to tell the truth even though 

he knew the consequence. That 

everything he has been accused of is 

without proof or foundation, including 

the allegation that his revelations put 

people at risk. This was just not true.

Julian Assange is the story powerful 

governments tell their people about 

truth tellers. He is the gun to the head 

of the modern media. When Assange 

released Collateral Murder in 2010, the 

video footage that shows US troops 

callously murdering innocent civilians 

in Iraq, Assange made himself the 

target. He showed that it’s innocent 

civilians and truth tellers who are 

the target.

The murderers in the video are free. 

They have never been indicted for 

trial. The man who did his job has 

been politically persecuted, vilified 

and locked up and now he awaits the 

outcome of his extradition to the US. 

We won’t know the outcome of that 

until sometime this month, but it’s not 

looking good.

Assange is very unwell. It’s clear he 

won’t make it.

Our PM and Attorney-General speak 

in broad terms about ‘bringing this 

to an end’. But what does that mean? 

Why haven’t they fought harder? Why 

hasn’t our government done what our 

government is supposed to do for an 

Australian citizen? Assange should be 

free by now. Don’t just vote to bring 

him home. Go and get him.

Instead, now we must wait to see if the 

British courts are going to allow him to 

be extradited to the US where he faces 

charges that could see him face 175 

years behind bars. He will be tortured. 

He could get the death penalty.

And he hasn’t killed anyone. He has 

just told the truth.

When asked about the free press in 

Staton’s film, journalist and human 

rights firebrand John Pilger, in one of 

his last interviews before his death last 

year, said ‘What free press?’

Chilling. There are currently over 500 

journalists behind bars around the 

world for telling the truth.

Assange can’t rely on government. He 

needs us. He needs us to make this 

an issue. He needs us to rise up to 

demand his release. Every one of us 

must apply pressure.

Because as quoted in The Trust Fall, 

‘once it becomes a crime to tell the 

truth, we are living in a tyranny’.

Set Assange free. Bring him home. Now.

Kym Staton’s film The Trust Fall is 
screening with a Q&A by the director 
at Kyogle Cinemas on 14 March and 
at The Regent in Murwillumbah on 
15 March. There are currently no 
screenings in Byron or Ballina.

If war can be 
started by 
lies, then 
maybe peace 
can be started 
by truth.

~ Julian Assange

MANDY NOLAN’S
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Eateries GuideGood Taste

MULLUMBIMBY

The seasonal menu features classic and 
modern dishes with innovative twists. 

Find something for all tastes, from epic burgers 
to vegan delights. Enjoy delectable treats and 

good vibes at this Mullum icon. 

The Empire
20 Burringbar St, Mullum
6684 2306
Open for brunch and lunch,
seven days 8am–3pm

FB/Insta: EmpireMullum
empiremullum.com.au

BANGALOW

Stone baked sourdough, hand rolled pastries, 
small batch pies, house made cakes.

Your local artisan bakery, specialising in all things 
sourdough. Serving Old Quarter coffee along with 

freshly made sandwiches using our own sourdough 
bread, hand rolled pastries, award winning pies and 

a variety of house made cakes.

Bangalow Bread Co.
12 Byron St, 
Bangalow

6am–3pm weekdays.
7am–2pm weekends.

6687 1209
www.bangalowbread.co
info@bangalowbread.co

BANGALOW BREAD CO.

LENNOX HEAD

Views, Brews, Cocktails, Beats, and Eats!

Live Music Friday, Saturday, Sunday.

Bookings essential.

Head to lennoxpizza.com

Follow on Insta: @lennoxpizza

Lennox Head
Pizza & Pasta
4/74 Ballina St, Lennox Head

Open 7 days
Lunch: 12–2pm
Pizza & drinks only: 2–5pm
Dinner from 5pm

BYRON BAY MURWILLUMBAH

A hinterland ‘destination dining’ favourite with 
spectacular views, first or last stop on the Rail Trail

from M’bah station.

Modern cafe / bistro fare featuring regional produce 
with a cheeky Asian twist.

Excellent coffee, fresh artisan pastries and a full a la carte 
brunch and lunch menu accompanied by a natural wine 

list, cocktails and house made soft refreshments. 

Apex Dining
Fully Licensed Café
Brunch + Lunch
Weddings + Events

Wednesday–Sunday from 9am

Bookings recommended.
ww.apexdining.com.au
@apexdining

APEX DINING
T W E E D  R E G I O N A L  G A L L E R Y

KARKALLA 
Byron Bay
Native Indigenous Restaurant 

Cnr of Bay Lane & Fletcher St, 
Byron Bay

Book online at 
www.karkalla.com.au

KARKALLA BYRON BAY
Ancient food and Modern Flavours

PROUDLY BUNDJALUNG

SPECIAL DINE and RUM EVENT
Thur 14th of March | 6.30pm

Celebrating bunya nuts with Birds of Isle rum
4-course menu and matching bunya nut rum drinks

DINNER Mon, Thur, Fri, Sat | 5pm–late
BREAKFAST Sat and Sun | 8am-12pm

North Byron 
Liquor Merchants
61 Bayshore Drive, 
Byron Bay

Ph 6685 6500
liquor@northbyronhotel.com.au
Open 10am–8pm daily and
10am-9pm through Summer

‘Byron’s boutique bottle shop’

Local service

Old and rare wines

Natural wines

Craft beers

Specialty tequilas

Signature cocktails, and casual dining 
with ocean views. 

Happy Hour | Every day from 4–6pm.
$8 loft wine or lager, $10 spritzer,

$14 margaritas & $30 house wine bottle
Half price deli board & $2.50 fresh oysters

Espresso Martini Nights | Every day 9pm–close,
2 for $25 Classic Espresso Martini.

Open 7 days from 4pm. Sat lunches from Noon.

Loft Byron Bay
4 Jonson Street, 
Byron Bay

6680 9183

Book online: 
www.loftbyronbay.com.au

All your favourites, every lunch and dinner. 
Experienced Thai chefs cooking fresh, delicious 

Thai food for you. 

BYO only.

Welcome for lunch, dinner and takeaway.

Menus available on Facebook.

Success Thai
Open Lunch Wed–Fri 
12–2.30pm.
Dinner Mon–Sat 5–8pm. 
Closed Sunday
3/31 Lawson St, Byron Bay 
www.facebook.com/
pages/Success-Thai-
Food/237359826303469

Open for takeaway daily, 12 midday until dinner. 

Menu and more details

@mainstreet_burgerbar

‘Make a meal of it’
Add chips and a drink, just $5.

Main Street
Open for takeaway daily, 
12 midday until dinner.

Menu, more details –
@mainstreet_burgerbar

18 Jonson Street

6680 8832

Happy Hour 6pm–8pm
$6 tap beer or wine

$12 selected cocktails

$25 Pasta & Wine/Beer + Garlic Bread
Live Music Thursdays and DJ Saturdays

Open for dinner Wed–Sun

The Rocks
Brunch 7am–1pm

Dinner 5pm–10pm 

14–16 Lawson St, 
5642 0149 

therocksbyronbay.com.au
@therocksbyronbay

Crystals and cocktails, tapas and wine
In the heart of Byron Bay this crystal gallery is a 

stunning visual experience and a taste sensation 
not to be missed. Sit amongst magnificent crystals 

from all over the world while sipping on crystal 
infused cocktails. We also offer delicious vegan 

tapas by No Bones, an eclectic wine list, an event 
space, and a view of the Byron Bay lighthouse.

QUARTZ GALLERY
Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
12pm–10pm
Upstairs at Mercato, above  
Woolworths, 108–114 
Jonson St. Byron Bay
Insta – @thequartzgallery
Web – quartzgallery.com.au

QUARTZ GALLERY

CATERING

lizzijjackson@gmail.com

0414 895 441

GLUTEN FREE AND SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS CATERED FOR.

Celebrations 
Cakes by 
Liz JacksonCELEBRATIONSCELEBRATIONS  

BY LIZ JACKSONBY LIZ JACKSON

National inquiry highlights the 
importance of shopping locally

The final report of the Inquiry into Price 
Gouging and Unfair Pricing Practices
released last month revealed big busi-

ness has worsened the cost-of-living 

crisis by deliberately driving up prices 

to increase their profit margins. With 

concentrated market power (65% market 

share for groceries), Coles and Wool-

worths combined made over $2.7 billion 

net profit in 2023 while consumers paid 

more. Has the inquiry got you thinking 

about where your dollars are going and 

for what purpose?

Over the last 45 years Santos Organics 

has represented an alternative way of 

doing business that takes care of people 

and the planet. Do you know any other 

grocery stores in Australia that are a 

not-for-profit social enterprise and envi-

ronmental charity?

Since becoming a not-for-profit in 

2016, CEO Jolene Ryan says Santos 

Organics has given over $340,000 directly 

to dozens of local community and 

environmental organisations and each 

year recirculates over $9 million back into 

the local economy through hiring locals, 

using local tradespeople and services, 

and supporting local growers, makers, 

and suppliers, all whilst supporting the 

environment through purchasing only 

organic and ethical products, prioritising 

low food miles, and insisting on the most 

ecological packaging.

If you haven’t compared prices 

between Santos Organics and the big 

supermarkets lately, you may be pleas-

antly surprised to find you can buy the 

same products at a competitive price 

(like-for-like, such as certified organic) 

and with a comparatively small ecological 

footprint.

‘Santos Organics is like a seven-day 

a week farmers market, selling a wide 

range of locally grown certified organic 

produce and locally-crafted products at 

three locations. We are your one-stop 

shop for all of your food, sustainable 

ware, and personal care needs,’ says 

Jolene Ryan, Santos Organics CEO. 

Locals outside the Mullumbimby Santos store circa 2001. Photo supplied

So next time you’re wondering 
whether to duck into a large 

corporate supermarket to buy 

almost any basic grocery item 

putting your dollars – into the 

community whilst contributing 

and at no extra cost.
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The 

Good Life

Seedlings: start another Big Scrub
Victoria Cosford

There’s something about trees 

that makes people happy, that 

evokes a positive response. 

I’m standing at the newish 

ReForest Now stall at the 

markets observing this very 

thing, the woman who says, ‘I 

get excited about seedlings’; 

the other who, when asked by 

bubbly stall-holder Sophie if 

she needs help, replies that, 

‘I’m just happy moseying 

around your trees!’

Based in Mullumbimby, 

ReForest Now has been 

running for six years with 

the aim of bush regenera-

tion, seed collection, the 

planting of native, endan-

gered tree species, and 

the reforestation of native 

sub-tropical rainforest. It 

is a beautifully bold and 

brilliant initiative which, 

according to CEO and 

co-founder Maximo Bot-

taro, has ‘far exceeded any 

realistic expectations we 

had. We certainly couldn’t 

have expected to attract 

around 100 business/

corporate partnerships and 

individual supporters from 

over 45 countries in these 

first years.’

Having always run their 

nursery for internal use 

only, they realised that 

they wanted, says Maximo, 

‘to provide trees by dona-

tion to the public, [and] 

the markets allows us to 

engage more local people 

and raise funds for our 

reforestation projects.’

And, of course heighten 

awareness that such 

an organisation exists, 

whereby everyone has the 

opportunity to contribute, 

as their website states, to 

reconnecting ‘remaining 

patches of the Big Scrub 

rainforest.’

The little trees, boxed 

up and ready to be borne 

away and planted, cost 

from $4.50 to $6.50 – and, 

according to Maximo, 

pretty much anyone can 

successfully grow them. 

‘We find very few failures 

occur,’ he tells me, ‘even 

when landholders care 

for the trees themselves.’ 

Given the area’s ‘great soil 

and almost two metres of 

rain per year,’ he continues, 

‘the only threat, 95% of 

the time, is simply weed 

overgrowth.’

‘Last year alone,’ Max 

concludes, ‘we added 

almost 20% total rainforest 

cover in the Big Scrub.’

ReForest Now is at Mul-

lumbimby Farmers Market 

every Friday from 7 to 11am.

Crystal-infused cocktails
Elevate your next birthday, celebration or 

health and wellness workshop with the heal-

ing and vibration-lifting energy of crystals, 

combined with vegan food such as tapas 

from No Bones, crystal-infused cocktails and 

vegan wine.

The Quartz Gallery is a remarkable 

place, right in the heart of Byron in Jonson 

St, but hidden away from the hustle and 

bustle on the first floor. You will be stunned 

to see the curated collection of precious, 

rare and luxury crystals – this is a wonder-

ful place to recalibrate, especially sitting 

drinking a special cocktail with friends.

The gallery is also available to hire for 

events and functions.

For more information, please email: 

hello@quartzgallery.com.au or go to

quartzgallery.com.au for more information.

cuisine at Radiance Oolongtea House 

Tea is integral to Taiwanese 

culture. The art of tea is 

a lifelong journey, with 

the tea ceremony being a 

meditative, calming practice 

that strengthens friend-

ships, respects traditional 

values and fosters cultural 

etiquette.

The ritual of 

preparing and 

drinking tea centres 

on appreciating 

the spirit of the cer-

emony, and of the 

tea itself. Participa-

tion engages the 

senses and focuses 

the mind, allowing 

time to discern 

the distinctive 

appearance, aroma, 

and flavour of the 

leaves.

The selection 

offered at Radiance 

Oolongtea House 

includes revered 

varieties from 

Taiwan’s Alishan 

mountain range 

and Li Shan (Pear 

Mountain). The tea 

experience includes 

the ceremonial art of prep-

aration and serving, the tea 

being steeped in beautifully 

crafted, unglazed clay 

teapots. As with wine, each 

tea varietal reflects its 

terroir – the combination 

of factors producing its 

singular characteristics. A 

semi-fermentation process 

removes tannin, releasing 

the tea’s delicate fragrance 

and flavours while retaining 

nutrients and natural heal-

ing qualities.

Radiance Oolongtea 

House, recently opened by 

Linda and Dexter, fulfills 

a long-held dream. Their 

food stall at Mullum’s 

weekly farmers’ market has 

delighted locals and visi-

tors, young and old, for the 

past 12 years. The couple 

left Taipei 17 years ago in 

search of a new lifestyle in 

a small, quiet town where 

they could raise their two 

sons in a friendly com-

munity. They’ve been here 

ever since. With them came 

the dream to share their 

passion for Taiwanese High 

Mountain Oolong tea and 

traditional Taiwanese fine 

food.

The menu features the 

market stand-out favourite – 

dumplings, whose fillings and 

plant-sourced, pastel-hued 

skins are lovingly prepared 

from fresh, local, top-quality 

and mostly organic ingredi-

ents. Other equally delectable 

options are Badzangs (stuffed 

sticky rice cones steamed in 

bamboo leaves) and Niu rou 

mian (beef noodles), all hand-

made from scratch. Delicious 

vegan, vegetarian and gluten-

free options are included.

Radiance 

Oolongtea House 

literally radiates 

light, energy, 

peacefulness 

and love. Come 

and relax in this 

homely, tranquil 

oasis, enjoy Linda 

and Dexter’s cui-

sine, and savour 

some of the 

world’s best tea.

‘Drinking tea is 

something in itself, 

to be done for its 

own sake and not 

to fulfil an ulterior 

purpose, for only in this 

way can the drinker come 

to “taste sunlight, wind, 

and clouds”.’ 

– John Blofeld, The Chinese 
Art of Tea

The Radiance Oolongtea 

House is at 45 Burringbar 

Street, Mullumbimby, 

open Monday to Friday 

12:00-5:30pm and Saturdays 

12:00-4:00pm. Phone (02) 

5643 9070 or check out Insta 

@radiance_kitchen.

Sophie Rawlings took on James Atkins to demonstrate that, if you time it right, 

women can also carry a dozen rainforest trees with ease.
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If the unpaid work women did globally were to be recognised and 
given a monetary value they would account for more than 40 per 
cent of GDP. This year’s International Women’s Day (IWD), which is 
held annually on 8 March, is focussing on the value of inspiring the 
inclusion of women in all areas of life and invest in women so that 
their full value is recognised. 

From gaining the vote, to the right to work, and self-determination 
IWD has been a way for women around the world to come together 
and highlight changes that need to occur. Education, closing the 
gender pay gap, and awareness of the vital role of women both in 
the home and workplace are key to inspiring and achieving the key 
UN challenge of gender equality by 2030.

‘Organisations, groups, and individuals worldwide can all play a 
part – in the community, at work, at home, and beyond,’ says the 
International Women’s Day website. 

‘To truly include women means to openly embrace their diversity 

of race, age, ability, faith, body image, and how they identify. 

When women are included, educated and have control of their lives 
the world is a better place. They bring diversity and engagement 
and help deliver positive, respectful and accepting workplaces.

However, in workforces that are traditionally male, bringing women 

and engagement. Looking at what blocks are in place for female 
application, participation, and promotion in the workforce 
of a business as well as ensuring there is a safe and 
inclusive workplace environment is a clear place to start. 

Valuing women, including them and providing support 
and opportunity are all key ways individuals and 
businesses can work towards creating a better world for 
everyone.

Making a better world, together by Aslan Shand

Northern Rivers Women in Business
Celebrating International Women’s Day 2024

Kim Jones

specialises in high-end properties within Byron 
Shire. Relocating from Sydney in search of a lifestyle 

Property as a leading authority in this unique market.

As a dynamic corporate leader, top-tier sales agent, 

span. Her adept management skills propelled her business to secure a 
coveted position in the top 1% of the highest-earning agents nationwide.

children. Embracing the mantra ‘If you want a job done, give it to a busy 
woman,’ she adeptly juggles the complexities of single motherhood while 
assisting clients in their quest for optimal properties.

unparalleled 6-star experience. 

0414 629 924 
kimjonesproperty.com.au

Justine Elliot

Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence.

‘The Albanese Government is committed to driving 
gender and economic equality.

‘We’ve made women’s safety a priority, and we’re 
boosting our National Plan to End Violence Against 
Women and Children with a $2.3 billion investment in 
prevention, early intervention, response, and recovery.

‘The theme for International Women’s Day is centred on counting women in and 
driving economic empowerment, that’s why our tax cuts and cost of living relief 
measures are vital.

‘This is especially true for those working in highly feminised industries such as 
teaching and aged care, 98% of whom will keep more of their money under our 

‘Supporting workforce participation is crucial  - that’s why measures like our paid 
parental leave reforms, including single parents, and cheaper childcare - are 
working to reduce the gender pay gap.’

www.justineelliot.com.au

Tahlia Ward & 
Yasmina Cross, 
No Bones
‘As we approach our sixth anniversary 
at No Bones, it’s hard not to get a little 
sentimental’. Six years of dishing out 
deliciousness, six years of laughter, and 
six years of creating a community that 
feels like family. Yasmina and Tahlia 
started this journey with a dream and a whole lot of passion, and here we 
are, still going strong.

‘Looking back, it’s been a wild ride but we love what we do and the people 
we do it for.

‘As we celebrate International Women’s Day, we’re reminded of the 
incredible journey we’ve been on together’. Yasmina and Tahlia have 
not only built a restaurant; they’ve built a home away from home where 

So here’s to six years of delicious food, unforgettable moments, and the 
amazing women who made it all possible. 

Cheers to No Bones, and to many more years of good times ahead!

#InspireInclusion
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Northern Rivers Women in Business Celebrating International Women’s Day 2024

Lauren Donnellon
Lauren is a Senior Associate with BvK Solicitors 

with a Bachelor of Laws in 2006.

always highly regarded by clients and within the industry.

BvK Solicitors Attorneys has always offered.

BvK Solicitors Attorney
Upstairs in the Byron Arcade
02 6680 8522
www.bvk.com.au

Mercedes 
Castrikum

Castrikum Adams Legal 02 6687 1167
Bangalow Conveyancing 02 6687 0548

Yasmin Dulley, 
Byron Family Law

18 Parkes Avenue, Byron Bay
www.byronfamilylaw.com.au

Candice Joseph,
Entourage

0432 862 457

entourage.com.au

Brianna Pearl
Body Language Byron Bay

that is courageous and vulnerable.

0432 780 655
@bodylanguagebyronbay
www.bodylanguagebyronbay.com
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Flannerys
Flannerys Organic & Wholefood Market has been a leader in organic and wholefood living 

since 1973.

With qualified naturopaths and nutritionists in their stores, there is a strong focus on 

organic wholefoods, naturopathy and holistic living with personalised health advice, 

liquid herb tinctures and homeopathy. Friends of Flannerys Save 20% off vitamins and 

supplements the first Friday & Saturday of each month – it’s free to join in-store!

Flannerys Murwillumbah is the community hub for all your wholefood and organic needs.

From certified organic produce, pantry essentials, gluten-free breads, toxic-free skincare, 

ocean-safe household cleaners, quality vitamins and supplements, bulk foods and free 

naturopath advice – they are open 7 days right in the heart of Murwillumbah.

Open Monday–Friday, 7.30am–6pm
Saturday, 7.30am–5pm
Sunday, 9am-4pm
02 6678 2284
66 Murwillumbah Street,
Murwillumbah
murwillumbah@
flannerys.com.au
www.flannerys.com.au

F E AT U R E  MAGIC MURWILLUMBAH

2

Best view in the valley!
Have you had lunch at the Tweed Regional Gallery lately? New operators Hannah and 

Toby took on the gallery’s cafe / restaurant and launched Apex Dining late 2023. They have 

been busy building a reputation for a dining experience that matches what can only be 

described as one of the best views in the Tweed valley. 

Apex Dining, sitting on the ‘apex’ of the hill and an easy first stop on the Rail Trail, is now 

offering full table service with a fresh, Asian-influenced menu that is brimming with local 

produce and has something for every mode. Pop in to enjoy artisan pastry paired with 

Ground Control Coffee or make a booking for lunch and linger over the vistas with a full a la 

carte menu and an extensive wine and drinks offering. Elegant dining, at a world class Art 

Gallery, with stunning views....”

02 6672 5088 
2 Mistral Rd, 
South Murwillumbah
apexdining.com.au

3

McGuiness Funerals
For generations, serving families of 

Tweed Valley, Byron and Brunswick Valley 

hinterland areas, through two convenient 

chapel locations at Murwillumbah and 

Billinudgel.

These locations serve as compassionate 

hubs for grieving families. Whether you 

prefer to call or visit in person, the funeral 

directors at McGuiness Funerals are 

available to guide you 24/7 through the 

planning of a meaningful farewell.

16 Mogo Place, Billinudgel
Call Kellie on 02 6680 3084
billinudgel@mcguinessfunerals.com.au 

19 Wollumbin Street, Murwillumbah
Call Libby on 02 6672 2144
info@mcguinessfunerals.com.au

www.mcguinessfunerals.com.au

1

Murwillumbah Arts Trail  
11 & 12 May 2024
Embarking on the Murwillumbah Art Trail is a journey into the heart of a vibrant and 

dynamic artistic community. This bi-annual event, held in May, immerses visitors in the 

luscious landscapes of Northern NSW, where the coast meets the river and hinterland, 

unveiling hidden gems and lesser-known paths.

The Trail presents a rare opportunity for the public to venture into artists’ studios, historic 

halls, and pop-up galleries scattered across quaint villages. The event celebrates a wide 

spectrum of art forms, spanning from traditional painting and printmaking to intricate 

jewellery, imposing sculptures, finely crafted glassworks, and dazzling mosaics. The Trail 

offers an excellent platform for art enthusiasts, collectors, fellow creators or curious minds 

to gain insights into the artistic process, discover emerging talents, and avail studio sales.

For participating artists, it’s an invaluable chance to engage with fresh audiences, inspire 

young visitors, and convey the deeper meanings behind their creations. A detailed 

directory mapping the locations of studios and providing information on participating 

artists accompanies the event. Join the collective of artists, crafters, musicians, poets, 

storytellers, and other creative minds that make the Murwillumbah Art Trail an awe-

inspiring event each year.

murwillumbahartstrail.com.au
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Riverside dining at Tweed River House
Celebrate the best of the Northern Rivers’ seasonal produce when you dine at the chef-

hatted Tweed River House.

Dine in the magnificent century-old plantation style house, located on the banks of the 

Tweed River with sweeping hinterland views.

The riverside Lawn Bar is ideal for a drink and lighter bites.

02 6672 5269
131 River St. Murwillumbah South
tweedriverhouse.com.au 6

F E AT U R E MAGIC MURWILLUMBAH

Knit Happens
Knit Happens is your premier yarn 

destination in Murwillumbah. Their store 

offers a curated selection of quality and 

sustainable yarn from popular brands like 

Fiddlesticks, Katia, Knit or Dye, Wool and 

The Gang, and much more. Whether you’re 

a seasoned knitter, crafty crocheter or a 

newbie, their eco-friendly fibres will inspire 

your creativity.

Explore their range of tools and notions 

from Chiaogoo, Clover, and Birch, 

including high-quality needles, hooks, and 

accessories. Join their informative classes 

and workshops to enhance your skills and 

connect with fellow crafters. Plus, one-on-

one private lessons are also offered for all 

ages.

Creative Kids vouchers are accepted.

02 6672 8300
Unit 2/75 Wollumbin St,
Murwillumbah
www.precisepcs.com.au 
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JET Real Estate
At JET Real Estate, they deliver a complete ‘end-to-end’ service. They assess your property, 

advise you on the health of the property market, access a wide range of genuine buyers 

and help you prepare your property for sale. They are committed to making sure you get 

the best possible price.

Their team lives and works here in the beautiful Northern Rivers and they’re serious about 

doing right by the community. They value the relationships they form with their clients, 

helping locals to relocate and welcoming new owners to the area with open arms. After all, 

we’re all going to be neighbours. They work with integrity, honesty, and transparency, and 

have over 70 combined years of local expertise.

If you’ve been thinking of selling, get in touch with the team. 

Contact them  today at 

jetrealestate.com.au for a 

complimentary appraisal.

Shop 1/41-45 Murwillumbah 
Street, Murwillumbah
02 6672 2499
jetrealestate.com.au

4

1. McGuiness Funerals 
2. Flannerys
3. Apex Dining
4. Jet Real Esate 
5. Knit Happens
6. Tweed River House

4
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GALLERIESART
ART KIND

Contemporary art gallery and studio providing
engaging exhibitions, art classes and workshops

3/18 Centennial Circuit, Byron Bay
Open Tues-Sat 10am-2pm

0404 946 553
@artkindbyronbay

www.artkind.com.au

ARTIST STUDIO GALLERY
Belongil Beach

Open by appointment
0409 604 405

www.janrae.com.au

GALLERY COSMOSIS

Arts & Industrial Estate
Byron Bay

0431 331 205
gallerycosmosis.com

linktr.ee/gallerycosmosisbyronbay

MACKAY HARRISON GALLERIES
79 Bayview Drive, East Ballina

Welcome by appointment
Artist/sculptor David Harrison

0412 664 284

NORTHERN RIVERS COMMUNITY GALLERY
Cnr Cherry & Crane Sts, Ballina

Open Wed–Fri 9am–3pm, Sat–Sun 9.30am–1pm
02 6681 0530 

nrcgballina.com.au

LENNOX ARTS COLLECTIVE
painting | photography | woodwork | ceramics

jewellery | classes | workshops
2/72 Ballina Street, Lennox Head

Open Tues–Sun 10am–3pm
lennoxartscollective@gmail.com
FB & Insta: @lennoxartscollective

LONE GOAT GALLERY
28 Lawson St, Byron Bay

(located in the Byron Library building)
Open Wed–Sat 10am–4pm 
lonegoatgallery.com.au

H’ART GALLERY
Local art in the heart of Mullumbimby

Mullumbimby Comprehensive Health Centre,
60 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby

0401 647 325

KARENA WYNN-MOYLAN, FINE ART
World award-winning contemporary realism

art direct from the artist at her Bangalow studio
Phone or text 0414 822 196

MIST GALLERY
Shop 1B-51 Tweed Coast Rd, Cabarita Beach

0419 870 305
mist.gallery.cabarita@gmail.com

FB & Insta: @mistgallery

MULLUMBIMBY CLAYWORKERS GALLERY
Drill Hall Complex,

2 Jubilee Ave, Mullumbimby
Open Thurs–Sat 10am–2pm
mullumclayworkers.com

NIMBIN ARTISTS GALLERY
47 Cullen Street, Nimbin

Opening hours 10am–4pm daily
02 6689 1444

www.nimbinartistsgallery.org

ARTIST’S HOME GALLERY
Byron Bay

Landscape inspired works imparting a ‘spirit of place’
Open by appointment

02 6685 5317
jaypearse.com

STUDIO SUVIRA 
Ceramics & Sculpture Gallery

Home gallery and sculpture garden
28 Left Bank Rd, Mullumbimby 

suviramcdonald.com

TWEED REGIONAL GALLERY & MARGARET 
OLLEY ART CENTRE

Gallery hours: Wed–Sun 10am–5pm 
Cafe open 9.30am–4pm

2 Mistral Rd, Murwillumbah
02 6670 2790

artgallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au

New BWF 2024 workshops
Byron Writers Festival is pleased to announce three new workshops 
to help inspire you on your writing journey. On Saturday, 4 May 
Australian Poetry Slam Champion Luka Lesson will be taking poets 
on a journey from page to stage in Freedom for the Poet Within. 
Can we become authors of our own life story and write our way out 
of the existential corners we might sometimes feel hemmed in by? 
Join award-winning author Tim Baker on Saturday, 1 June and light 

on Saturday, 29 June to learn the ways research can enhance both 

Visit byronwritersfestival.com/whats-on for more information 

OTHERWORLD 
OTHERWORLD is an immersive art and light gallery that promises 
a sensory journey beyond imagination. Blending cutting-edge art 

all ages, transporting visitors to a realm of wonder and magic. The 
mesmerising features include, responsive video walls, giant glowing 

Northern Rivers. Inspired by light and featuring works from national 
and international artists, OTHERWORLD is a visionary landscape 
where visitors can directly engage with the art and make the canvas 
come alive.  

OTHERWORLD is open from Tuesday to Sunday, 10am–10pm 
at 102 Jonson Street, Byron Bay. For more info and tickets 
visit www.otherworld.live
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GALLERY

Art in the heart
INSPIRED LOCAL ART

Open Wed – Sun  |  2 Mistral Road, Murwillumbah South  |  gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au

Applications for
2025–2026 Exhibitions
close 12 May 2024

Apply Now!
PLATFORM EXHIBITION PROGRAM

The Tweed Regional Gallery & Margaret Olley Art Centre is a Tweed Shire Council Community Facility 
and is supported by the NSW Government through Create NSW.

NNIMBINN ARTISTSS GALLERY
presents

NIMBIN

ART

FAIR

2
0
2
4

Satt 300 Marchh –– Sunn 211 April
10AMM too 5PMM DAILY

NIMBINN SCHOOLL OFF ARTS

CONTACT::  022 66899 1444
www.nimbinartistsgallery.org

nimbinartistsgallery@gmail.com

Art in the heart of 
Mullumbimby
Art lovers need look no further than the 
Mullumbimby Comprehensive Health Centre, 
home to the H’Art Gallery. Featuring more than 
30 artworks by 10 local artists, the gallery is an 
absolute must-see. 

gallery and rotates the exhibition every six months. 
The space provides local artists a platform for an 
extended period to display and sell their work. 

Visitors to the health centre are greeted by the 
art, which provides a distracting escape from 
stress and concern while creating a vibrant, 
healing atmosphere. 

Conveniently located on Stuart Street, the H’Art 
Gallery is art in the heart of Mullumbimby. 

Enquire at info@solveig.com.au

The Heart is a 
Lonely Hunter
A photography exhibition by Monica Buscarino 
opens on March 17th at Stain in Murwillumbah. 
Through analog photos capturing desert escapades 
and typewriter musings, Monica contemplates the 
enigmatic interplay of time and existence. Join this 
journey from 4–8 pm at Stain, 15 Queen Street, 
Murwillumbah. Live music with Bobby Alu, food 
by Cade McConnell, and Donna Stain’s botanical 
installations. Immerse in the guaranteed good times. 
A portion of sales will go towards First Nations Futures 
and The Returning.

March 17th, 4-8pm
15 Queen St, Murwillumbah

Nimbin Art Fair: 
Autumn 2024
Saturday, 30 March to Sunday, 21 April

The Nimbin Art Fair supports local creatives and 
advocates buying local to keep our art industry alive.

organisation supporting local creatives, this annual 
fair allows you to see the whole gamut of creative art 
from the vibrant arts community of Nimbin and its 
surrounds. An integral part of this cultural circuit is a 
range of small shows that support locals. 

Nimbin Artists Gallery has been providing support 
for local artists for many years.

Works from local but nationally-renowned artists 
through to emerging practitioners will be on view, 
and there will be something to love whether you’re a 

02 6689 1444
www.nimbinartistsgallery.org
nimbinartistsgallery@gmail.com

Apply Now to Exhibit at Tweed Regional Gallery!
PLATFORM is Tweed Regional Gallery’s exhibition 
program for artists of the region. It provides artists 
at any stage of their career with a professional 
venue for the exhibition of new work.

Applicants must be residents of Tweed, Kyogle, 
Byron, Ballina shire’s, Scenic Rim Region, Lismore 
or Gold Coast City.

Through PLATFORM artists will work alongside 

group exhibition in the gallery.

Tweed Regional Gallery strongly encourages 
First Nations artists, artists from culturally and 
linguistically diverse backgrounds, deaf and 
disabled artists and LGBTQIA+ artists to apply.

Applications for 2025-26 exhibitions close 
12 May 2024. Visit the gallery website for 
more information and to apply online.
gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au
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Following on from a year that has seen them sell-
out tours in the States and Europe, L.A.B will soon 
return to Byron Bay Bluesfest with a new album 
ready to go.

After winning Best Group, Best Song and Best 
Album two years in a row at the New Zealand Music 
Awards, taking out Best Record at the 2022 Rolling 
Stone Awards and being voted New Zealand’s Best 
Live Act by Radio New Zealand, L.A.B are on fire.

L.A.B’s eclectic mix of reggae, blues, funk, rock and 
electronica creates a sound entirely their own, and 
one that we love.

On vocals and guitar, Joel Shadbolt chatted with Seven
about crossing the Tasman to play in Byron at Easter.

Hi Joel – is the new record a departure from your 
other stuff? 
I’d say it’s quite similar, but we’ve also brought fresh 

concepts and ideas – we’re definitely still on that rich 

reggae sound, with a soul R&B kind of influence. The 

songs are quite a mixed bag. Like ‘Ocean Demo’ is a 

really roots/reggae kind of feel and ‘Take It Away’ is kind 

of more guitar/riffy, but still kind of reggae. So yeah, it’s 

definitely a mixed bag for sure. 

How was your Bluesfest debut in 2022?
That was incredible. It was at a time we were touring 

Australia and we were kind of halfway through the tour. I 

was pretty gutted that we couldn’t stay on and see other 

acts as well. And it was such a such a prolific festival.

So this year, we’re hoping to stay on a little longer and 

check out bands like Tedeschi Trucks Band, – and there’s 

some serious blues players coming over from the States, 

which is awesome. 

Do you find yourself being drawn more towards 
doing festivals or do you prefer smaller events?
I think internationally – we’re trying to make waves 

overseas, so playing festivals like Bluesfest is important 

for the band. Back at home we’re definitely changing the 

mould of that. I like both. 

What inspires you? 
My family and my community. I’m 

definitely inspired by lots of other artists 

too. But I think at the core of writing music 

is when you start touring internationally, 

and you become very proud of the sound 

of where we’re from in New Zealand – the east coast 

of the North Island – so taking that sound to the world 

becomes quite precious, quite special. My community is 

really cool.

What is your current earworm?
To be honest, it’s gonna probably catch you off guard, 

but I saw Foo Fighters live the other day. I was absolutely 

blown away, it just felt like ‘Elvis is in the building’. You 

know Dave Grohl is just such a presence.

Are you having enough fun?
Oh, for sure. I mean, I think I’ve got, for lack of a better 

word, the balance right. I have my job with L.A.B, if I can 

call it a job. I pack a suitcase and leave the house and 

it’s off to work. But when I’m home, it’s about staying 

grounded and staying connected to the people around 

me and the people that love me. So that keeps me 

happy. And then when I go on the road, I’m not resentful. 

I mean, that if it was the other way around, and I was, you 

know, not fueling myself outside of the band, I think it 

would be quite hard and tiring.

It has been that in the past, and I guess it’s something 

I’ve acknowledged and I’m really kind of passionate 

about looking after myself more and more, the further 

down the track I get as a musician, I’m realising that I 

want to do this for the next 50 years. I want to do it right.

Get tickets to see L.A.B at Bluesfest from 
www.bluesfest.com.au

L.A.B COME TO BLUESFEST

entertainment
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THEY’RE JUST A TEENAGE FANCLUB, BABY
Teenage Fanclub will return to Australia in 

March performing their first live shows down 

under since 2019.

The renowned Glasgow five-piece – led 

by founding members Norman Blake and 

Raymond McGinley, with drummer Francis 
Macdonald, bassist Dave McGowan and 

keyboardist Euros Childs – will perform in 

Byron Bay on Tuesday, 12 March. The tour 

celebrates the band’s upcoming 12th studio 

album, Nothing Lasts Forever – set for release in 

September.

A rare thing, Teenage Fanclub are one of 

Britain’s most beloved cult outfits, with a 

career spanning three decades and fervent 

fans growing up alongside them. Ever 

since their formation in 1989, the band’s 

esteemed discography has soundtracked 

many a life: from the early ‘90s era-defining 

Bandwagonesque to albums such as Thirteen, 
Grand Prix, Songs From Northern Britain, Howdy!, 
Man-Made, Shadows, Here and Endless Arcade
and more.

With music recorded in an intense ten-day 

period in the bucolic Welsh countryside at 

Monmouth’s Rockfield Studios, one of the 

recurring themes of their latest release, Nothing 
Lasts Forever, is light, as both a metaphor for 

hope and as an ultimate destination further 

down the road. You can hear the effect of that 

environment on the band’s new record – it’s full 

of soft breeze, wide skies, beauty and space.

‘We never talk about what we’re going to 

do before we start making a record,’ says 

Raymond McGinley of the forthcoming release. 

‘The record feels reflective, and I think the 

more we do this thing, the more we become 

comfortable with going to that place of 

melancholy and expressing those feelings.’

‘These songs are definitely personal,’ says 

Norman Blake. ‘You’re getting older, you’re 

going into the cupboard getting the black suit 

out more often. Thoughts of mortality and the 

idea of the light must have been playing on our 

minds a lot … when we write, it’s a reflection of 

our lives.’

Looking for positives while faced with 
the grim realities of the 21st century feels 
very Teenage Fanclub – a band who can 
effortlessly turn melancholy into glorious, 
chiming harmony. Selling out shows across 
the country on their 2019 headline tour, 
don’t miss the incredible Teenage Fanclub 
– become an any-age fan on Tuesday at The 
Northern. Tickets from tickets.oztix.com.au.

THEY’RE WILD AND THEY’RE BACK!
Wild Marmalade return to the Beach 

Hotel this week for a free Sunday session 

– if you don’t know Wild Marmalade then 

you are in for a treat. The world’s original 

didgeridoo and drum band certainly 

know how to spin the dial to 11 and get 

the high vibes rolling. 

They will be joined by Tijuana Cartel 

front man and guitar virtuoso, Paul 
A George; this is sure to be an epic 

afternoon of groove.

Head to the Beachy ready to kick it – this 

is definitely a dance event.

A little history from Si Mullumby, Wild 

Marmalade didgeridoo player: ‘If you 

were around in the early 2000s you will 

remember Wild Marmalade played on 

the streets of Byron Bay most nights over 

summer. We would block the street with 

throngs of dancing people from all over 

the world.’

‘Then, in the Aussie winter, we’d head 

to Europe to play street shows and sell 

CDs. We didn’t need gigs. We renegaded 

festivals and set up our own stages. The 

best day we ever had was in Barcelona. 

We sold 374 albums in a day.

‘As time moved on and CDs lost their 

value, we moved into playing festivals 

at home and abroad: Woodford, Earth 

Frequency, Rainbow. We toured Japan 

and Europe every year. At one point we 

were headhunted by Cirque du Soleil for 

a lead role in the show KA in Las Vegas.

‘Japan was massive for us. We did so 

many shows over there we never knew 

where we were, it was just about getting 

back in the van and doing what we 

were told. Somehow Japanese people 

understand that dynamic primal and 

sacred fusion that the band holds.

‘We played Boom Festival in Portugal 

many times. To feel the didgeridoo and 

bass drum through the biggest Funktion 

One sound system in the world has been 

an experience in itself. Desert skies and 

an ocean of people dancing like rag dolls 

in the dust.

‘Twenty years in, it’s amazing to kick 

back and see the wave of didgeridoo 

and drum bands that we have inspired 

all over the world.

‘Our music creates unity. It brings 

people together. It’s an activation of our 

inherent intelligent wildness. After more 

than 20 years of touring we can be sure 

of one thing – people always want to 

dance. They just need the right music to 

take them there.’

Wild Marmalade, Sunday from 4.30pm 
at the Beach Hotel.

entertainment
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THE SECRET’S IN THE COLLABORATION
Tijuana Cartel is a renowned Australian musical collective 

celebrated for their pioneering fusion of diverse genres. 

Their latest masterpiece, Alectura is an innovative 

album that once again showcases the band’s expertise 

in blending organic house and melodic house with 

captivating rhythms, beats, and global influences.

The key creative forces behind the band, Paul A George 

and Carey O’Sullivan, say Alectura serves as a testament to 

their profound musical connection and shared vision. Their 

collaboration has flourished over time, and this maturity 

resonates throughout every note of the album.

Seven spoke to busy Mullum dad, guitarist and lead 

vocalist Paul A George, on the creative process.

I’m interested to know about the collaboration 
between yourself and Carey. 

Carey and I have been making music together since high 

school – that’s about 30 years. We just have a good flow 

with it, I guess, where we both have separate studios, but 

we do a lot of emailing parts to each other. We slowly kind 

of pull stuff together.

It’s sort of weird to write music with anyone else.

Have you tried writing with anyone else?

Yeah. It’s funny. I mean, I still enjoy that, but with Carey it’s 

kind of easy. With other people, I have to tell them what I 

want. With Carey it’s just kind of instinctive, we don’t really 

have to talk much, we just kind of do it.

Do you think he would say the same things about you?

I think so. Yeah. [laughs]

Do you argue?

We don’t anymore. We used to. We had a point where we 

were kind of bickering a lot. Now we don’t – I think we’re 

like an old couple now. 

What’s between now and the Blues on Broadbeach gig? 

We’ve still got quite a few shows on the tour, although it’s 

kind of wrapping up. We’ve done most of the travelling. By 

the time we do Blues on Broadbeach, we would have really 

nailed it so it’ll be as tight as we get, I’d say.

Have you done Blues on Broadbeach before?

Yes, but not for many years. It’s a really fun festival. There’s 

many good bands on and you can just sort of walk around 

Kurruwa Park. It’s fun.

What inspires you?

Other musicians – I’ve been really into a lot of flamenco 

guitarists in the last few years.

What is your current earworm?

Currently, a lot of South American producers – in 

particular, Chance Via Circuito.

I’m often curious to know if musicians feel that they 
have a responsibility to use the influence of their voice 
for causes they believe in.

Yeah – less and less as I get older… I guess I’m active on 

certain things. You know, for instance, like my dad lives in 

Tasmania around fish farming, and they’re really ruining 

the waterways and stuff. We do jump on board with that. 

But then again, I’m a musician. I spend most of my days at 

home, practising guitar for eight hours, so I don’t really feel 

like I’m an expert in world events. So I generally shy away 

from being too political.

Are you having enough fun?

Yeah, we are having fun actually. It’s like hard work, but it’s 

kind of good.

Are you okay with hard work?

Yeah, I mean, I’m okay with lazy too, but you have to be 

willing to not sleep very much.

It is definitely like a grind and it’s somewhat a competitive 

industry. You kind of have to be okay with all that.

Tijuana Cartel will be playing Blues on Broadbeach 
on Sunday, May 19, at Kurrawa Park, Broadbeach. The 
Blues on Broadbeach has always been a free event 
and still is. This special gig on Sunday at  Kurruwa 
Park is a ticketed event. Tickets available from 
bluesonbroadbeach.com.M
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1 THE NECKS 2 ENDRA 
PRESENTS: HAVEN | 3 RiVERTREE 
6 FUNNY MONDAY | 6 VANYA 
8 BADASS WOMEN | 9 LYDiA 
LUNCH | 11-15 SENiORS FESTiVAL 
13 WHiTE RABBiT, RED RABBiT 
15 KiNGSWOOD | 16 MAESTROS 
OF iNDiA | 20 DAOiRi FARRELL 
21 DUBiOZA KOLEKTiV 
22 FiGHT CLUB | 23 YiRiNDA 
24 THE UMBiLiCAL BROTHERS

BYRON
THEATRE

.COMMore at bayfm.org 

In your car? 
Jump onto BayFM at 99.9FM for the 
Shire’s own and only radio station.

On your device?
 Find us on your radio app, or go to the 
source at bayfm.org to listen live or to 

listen back via the Program Guide. 
Yep, you have options.

CONCERNED ABOUT CLIMATE 
CHANGE AND SOCIETAL COLLAPSE?
Join a Q&A with Jem Bendell for one night only in Byron 

Bay – Professor of Sustainability, Jem Bendell, was one 

of the first to directly name and speak out about what the 

climate crisis means for our civilisation. His seminal paper 

Deep Adaptation started a global movement by that name 

as well as inspiring the creation of Extinction Rebellion.

When faced with the magnitude of the ecological and 

societal changes emerging now, Jem warns about the 

dangers of false solutions and the potential of panicking 

elites making the situation worse. His recent book Breaking 
Together was described by Charles Eisenstein as being 

‘part of a healing movement that extends beyond what we 

normally think of as ecological’. Jem encourages us to face 

the truth and then to use it to become kinder, more alive 

and more potent human beings.

This is a rare chance to hear Jem speak live, and in our 

community, as well as a chance to ask your questions.

Saturday at Marvell Hall, Byron Bay from 6.30pm. 
Tickets from www.trybooking.com/CPERS or pay cash 
$20/ $10 at the door.

entertainment
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108 Jonson St, Byron Bay

Session Times

For Alliance Francaise French FF Sessions, please check online.
Please check online for ALL films screening. Mercato Complex 3hrs FREE parking Validation for all Palace Cinemas 

customers. Session times subject to change - check web for most up to date sessions.
*NFT = No Free Tickets.

Book Online at palacecinemas.com.au

Thurs, March 7 – Wed, March 13

SPECIAL SCREENINGS
THE THREE MUSKETEERS 
- D'ARTAGNAN (M) AFFF OPENING NIGHT

Thurs: 6:30PM

NT LIVE: VANYA (CTC)

Fri, Sun: 6:00PM.
Sat: 3:00PM.
Wed: 1:30PM

FAMILY FILMS
COMBAT WOMBAT: BACK 
2 BACK (PG)

Daily except Sat, Sun: 
11:20AM, 1:00PM.
Sat, Sun: 1:00PM

MIGRATION (G)

Daily: 11:00AM

PIXAR FILM FEST: LUCA 
(G) NFT

Sat, Sun: 11:15AM

WONKA (PG)

Daily: 1:15PM

ALL FILMS
ALL OF US STRANGERS (MA15+)

Thurs: 1:30PM, 4:30PM.
Fri, Sun: 1:30PM.
Mon, Tues: 1:15PM

ANATOMY OF A FALL (MA15+)

Thurs: 11:00AM, 1:30PM, 7:15PM.
Fri, Sun, Mon, Tues: 11:00AM, 
7:15PM.
Sat: 11:00AM, 7:30PM.
Wed: 11:00AM

BOB MARLEY: ONE LOVE (M)

Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun: 11:15AM, 
4:20PM, 6:45PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 11:00AM, 
4:20PM, 6:45PM

CABRINI (M)

Daily: 1:15PM, 2:45PM

DUNE: PART TWO (M)

Daily: 11:30AM, 1:15PM, 3:45PM, 
6:00PM, 7:00PM, 8:00PM

FALLEN LEAVES (M)

Thurs, Fri, Sat: 3:50PM.
Sun, Wed: 4:00PM.
Mon, Tues: 3:30PM, 5:15PM

FORCE OF NATURE: THE 
DRY 2 (M)

Daily except Fri, Sun: 11:00AM, 
3:30PM, 5:45PM.
Fri, Sun: 11:00AM, 3:30PM

FOUR DAUGHTERS (M) 

Daily except Thurs: 1:15PM.
Thurs: 11:10AM, 1:15PM

IMAGINARY (M) NFT

Daily except Sat, Wed: 2:45PM, 
5:00PM, 8:15PM.
Sat: 1:30PM, 5:15PM, 8:15PM.
Wed: 2:45PM, 4:50PM, 8:15PM

POOR THINGS (MA15+)

Thurs: 6:45PM, 8:00PM.
Fri, Sun: 8:15PM.
Sat: 8:00PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 8:20PM

THE GREAT ESCAPER (M) NFT

Daily: 11:10AM, 2:00PM, 
4:10PM, 6:15PM

THE ZONE OF INTEREST (M)

Thurs, Fri, Sat: 11:00AM, 
4:00PM, 5:45PM.
Sun: 11:00AM, 3:45PM, 5:45PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 11:00AM, 
4:00PM, 6:10PM

Session Times Ballina Fair Cinema

Ballina Fair Shopping Centre FREE parking Book Online at palacecinemas.com.au

Thurs, March 7 - Wed, March 13

BOB MARLEY: 
ONE LOVE (M)

Daily except Sat, Sun: 
12:20PM, 3:40PM.
Sat, Sun: 3:40PM

COMBAT WOMBAT: BACK 
2 BACK (PG)

Sat, Sun: 10:30AM

DUNE: PART TWO (M) NFT

Daily: 10:15AM, 12:15PM,
3:45PM, 6:00PM, 7:00PM

FORCE OF NATURE: THE
DRY 2 (M)

Daily: 2:30PM

ONE LIFE (PG)

Daily except Sat, Sun:
10:00AM, 5:00PM.
Sat, Sun: 5:00PM

PIXAR FILM FEST: 
LUCA (G) NFT

Sat, Sun: 12:30PM

THE GREAT ESCAPER (M) NFT

Daily: 10:10AM, 1:30PM,
7:15PM

Palace Cinemas is proud to be preserving Ballina’s 
cherished community cinema, where we’ll continue 

bringing exceptional movie experiences to the 
vibrant Ballina audience!

47/84 Kerr St, Ballina

SCAN TO
 JOIN FOR FREE

To receive the

 absolute lowest 

ticket price and

special offers, be 

sure to join our

 Free Movie Club!

*NFT = No Free Tickets

HAVE YOU SENT 
US YOUR GIG?

Submit your event to the Echo’s free Gig Guide. 

Running in The Echo and online at echo.net.au.

gigs@echo.net.au

WEDNESDAY 6
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, JON J BRADLEY
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM JOSH LEE HAMILTON
BYRON THEATRE 
1PM NATIONAL THEATRE 
LIVE: VANYA, 7PM SHAHAR 
HASON AND YOHAY 
SPONDER
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM ALEX BOWEN
BANGALOW BOWLO 
7.30PM BANGALOW 
BRACKETS OPEN MIC
ELTHAM HOTEL 7PM NOT 
QUITE FOLK JAM

THURSDAY 7
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, CRAIG ATKINS
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
7PM LUKE HAYWARD
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
THE ROCKS, BYRON 
BAY,6PM JAMES SUTHERLAND
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM DAN HANNAFORD
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM OOZ
ELTHAM VILLAGE GALLERY 
7PM GAILLA, MYKI JAY AND 
JESA
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 5PM ROD 
MURRAY – A TRIBUTE TO 
JAZZ
KINGSCLIFF BEACH HOTEL 
6.30PM JON STEVENS
LENNOX HOTEL HOTEL STAGE 
8PM THURSDAY JAM NIGHT

FRIDAY 8
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, MATTY ROGERS BAND
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
5PM CHRIS DEL MAR + 
DÉVU + PLACE LATE NIGHT 
THERAPY + DJ MY HAPPY
BYRON THEATRE 7.30PM CASS 
EAGER, SARAH GRANT, 
SHELLY BROWN, AND THE 
MATERIAL GIRLS
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 
1.30PM BEN WHITING, 5PM DJ 
ABEL EL TORO
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM KANE MUIR + POLY & CO, 
9PM NO SCRUBS

BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM GORDI
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ PAPA 
BITCHO
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
8PM KRAPPYOKEE WITH JESS
COURTHOUSE HOTEL, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 8PM SHYBABY
CLUB LENNOX 7PM BEN 
WHITING
CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 7PM THE COASTERS
ELTHAM HOTEL 7PM MARTIN 
FRAWLEY & DAN KELLY
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 
7.30PM MONKEY AND THE 
FISH + DJ OVALS
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 
7.30PM DJ BIG RED & FRIENDS
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6PM MERLIN
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
6PM MEL SCARLETT
KINGSCLIFF BEACH HOTEL 
6.30PM JON STEVENS
TWEED NIGHT MARKET 
5PM TIN PARLOUR

SATURDAY 9
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, RAGGA JUMP
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
8PM HERMITUDE (DJ SET) 
+ JOEY TUCKSHOP + KIRA 
SUNDAY
BYRON THEATRE 7.30PM LYDIA 
LUNCH & JOSEPH KECKLER – 
TALES OF LUST & MADNESS
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 5PM DJ 
KAI NOON
THE NORTHERN, BYRON 
BAY, 6PM OLE FALCOR 
+ KANE MUIR TRIO, 
8.30PM OSUNLADE W/ WREN, 
AFRODESIA AND AUREAL
MARVELL HALL, BYRON BAY, 
6.30PM JEM BENDELL
MEMORIAL HALL, BRUNSWICK 
HEADS, 6PM HOUSE OF BLISS 
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 
4.30PM THE LYRICAL
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM OLD FRIENDS 
SING SONDHEIM – SHIVARTI 
NIGHT
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ ROB 
SYDNEY

ST JOHN’S SCHOOL HALL, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 6.30PM KEVIN 
JAMES – DEVOTIONAL HEART
MUSIC
DRILL HALL THEATRE, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 
7.30PM READING: THE 
ELDERSHAW CHRONICLES
CLUB LENNOX 7PM SAM 
BUCKLEY
SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA, 
6PM KEVIN BORICH
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 
6PM TURTLE BOY DUO
CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 8PM PINK ZINC
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 
7.30PM ROOFTOP SUNSET 
WITH DJ’S ALAKO, SHLUFFY, 
HOCKEY ROCK + LIQUID 
CREATIONS
THE CHANNON CAFE & 
GALLERY 5PM JACKIE DEVINE 
EXHIBITION ‘STANDING’
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6PM MR TROY
M-ARTS, MURWILLUMBAH, 
7PM TIN PARLOUR
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
6PM JON J BRADLEY
TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
THE SHOWROOM 8PM LETZ 
ZEP

SUNDAY 10
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, PHIL & TILLEY TRIO
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
4.30PM WILD MARMALADE
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
KARKALLA, BYRON BAY, 
10AM JOE CONROY
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 
12.30PM INO PIO, 3.30PM DJ 
JACKIE GLASS
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 
4PM MATTY ROGERS BAND
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
3PM OPEN-MIC WITH THE 
SWAMP CATS
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ ABEL 
EL TORO
DRILL HALL THEATRE, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 
6PM READING: THE 
ELDERSHAW CHRONICLES
TINTENBAR HALL 
3.30PM BRODIE BUTTONS
LENNOX COMMUNITY MARKET 
9AM BROADFOOT

LENNOX PIZZA 4PM JOE 
CONROY
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 
2.30PM SUNDAY BLUES CLUB 
SESSIONS DARREN JACK, 
LEVEL ONE 2.30PM DARREN 
JACK TRIO
SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA, 
3PM SUNDAY SESSIONS FT. 
LOVE BUG
ELTHAM HOTEL 
2.30PM MANDY HAWKES
DUNOON SPORTS CLUB 
4PM OPEN MIC
THE CHANNON TAVERN 
3PM BLUE SKILLET ROVERS
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 
3.30PM ADAM GARDINER
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 
4PM LUKE YEAMAN

MONDAY 11
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, FINTAN
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM MADDY MONACELLI
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL

TUESDAY 12
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, ISAAC FRANKHAM
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM JOE CONROY
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
7PM TEENAGE FANCLUB

WEDNESDAY 13
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, OOZ
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM MARSHALL OKELL
BYRON THEATRE 
7.30PM WHITE RABBIT, 
RED RABBIT BY NASSIM 
SOLEIMANPOUR
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
BANGALOW BOWLO 
7.30PM BANGALOW 
BRACKETS OPEN MIC
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM THE ANIMALS — 
THE FAREWELL TOUR
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 
6.30PM KARAOKE + LIVE 
POETS

GIG GUIDE
It’s free to list your gigs in the gig guide.
e: gigs@echo.net.au 
w: echo.net.au/gig-guide.
DEADLINE 5PM ON FRIDAYSFRENCH FILM FESTIVAL – JUST 

DELICIOUS
Last year’s Alliance Française French Film Festival 
(AF FFF) was just too delicious for words and the 2024 

program promises to be just as tasty!

The AF FFF in collaboration with the French Embassy, 

has unveiled its complete 2024 program of ground-

breaking French cinema. Presented by MSC Cruises, the 

emblematic 35th edition of the largest celebration of 

French film outside of France, arrives across Australia 

this week.

The 2024 edition spotlights contemporary creation, 

focusing on the emerging talents and innovative 

voices shaping the French cinematic landscape – and 

the French really know how to make films.

The whirlwind program of 41 films features some of 

the greatest directors (Catherine Breillat, Michel 
Gondry, Albert Dupontel, and more) and the biggest 

stars (Juliette Binoche, Catherine Deneuve, Daniel 
Auteuil, Laure Calamy, Camille Cottin...) of the French 

silver screen. 

Established by the Alliance Française, the French 

culture and language institution offering online and in-

person language courses and events nationwide, the 

AF FFF is a celebration of cultural exchange, fostering 

deeper connections and understanding between 

France and Australia.

This year’s opening night choice is a unique adaptation 

of Alexandre Dumas’s thrilling and beloved classic 

novel The Three Musketeers. In a double blockbuster 

film production nominated for six César awards, from 

director Martin Bourboulon, the opening instalment, 

D’Artagnan, will open the festival.

Double feature screenings of D’Artagnan and its sequel 

Milady, will also screen so audiences can enjoy the 

expansive cinematic journey in full.

Closing the festival, from director Albert Dupontel, 
a renowned troublemaker in French cinema, comes 

Second Round – an audacious and at times hilariously 

savage portrayal of modern politics and media.

Avid fans of the festival were this year invited to vote to 

screen a film they felt most encapsulated the joy and 

wonder of French cinema. Topping the poll was The 
Intouchables, a film that stole hearts worldwide and 

remains an unparalleled box-office sensation in France.

Of the 35th anniversary, Festival Artistic Director and 

Cultural Attachée to the French Embassy in Australia, 

Karine Mauris said, ‘for over three decades, we’ve 

showcased the finest in French cinema, known for its 

profound simplicity and relatable humanity. Our stories 

reflect struggles, triumphs, passion, and possess an 

extraordinary ability to touch hearts.’

For more information and to purchase tickets, 
please visit: affrenchfilmfestival.org.

CINEMA
TURE 

O., 
 PAPA 

BIMBY, 
TH JESS

ST JOHN’S SCHOOL HALL, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 6.30PM KEVIN 
JAMES – DEVOTIONAL HEART
MUSIC
DRILL HALL THEATRE, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 
7.30PM READING: THE 
ELDERSHAW CHRONICLES
CLUB LENNOX 7PM SAM

LENNOX PIZZA 4PM JOE 
CONROY
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK
2.30PM SUNDAY BLUES CLUB
SESSIONS DARREN JACK, 
LEVEL ONE 2.30PM DARREN 
JACK TRIO
SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA, 
3PM SUNDAY SESSIONS FT

guide.
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CONGRATULATIONS
Heidi Last and team

Winner 2024 Agent of the year
Mullumbimby

“We are thrilled to be awarded this achievement, 
for the fourth year in a row, thank you to all our 
clients & friends who put their trust in us to sell 

their homes. We are inspired by these special 
moments and we are also very appreciative”.

Agent 
of the year

Mullumbimby
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1 8  R E D  B E A N  C L O S E  |  S U F F O L K  P A R K Inspection by Appointment

Set high on the hill within Suffolk Park, with the dramatic nature-scape of sandstone cliffs dividing the
beach suburb from Coopers Shoot, sits a home that can only be likened to a land-borne super yacht with
ocean views! The architectural build quality is something to behold, equal to the breathtaking views. This
is beach acreage at its absolute best!

The home was built in 2008 and up-kept stunningly. Minutes to town by car or accessible by bike you will
find Tallow Beach, shops, schools, restaurants and everything a beach lifestyle promises. This is a
privately tucked away 3 acres that nobody knows about until now. The home is powerfully built with
attractive geometry, classic design elements with no expense spared from top to bottom.

Contact the Listing Agents
Oliver Hallock  0419 789 600
oliver@amirprestige.com.au

Colleen Brunt  0437 533 943
colleen@amirprestige.com.au

F I R S T  T I M E  T O  M A R K E T  –  M A S T E R F U L  L U X U R Y  A C R E A G E  W I T H  O C E A N  V I E W S
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3/140 JONSON STREET, BYRON BAY A Unique Blend of Historical 
Charm and Modern Luxury

PRICE  |  Contact Agent

OPEN  |  Sat 9th March 1 - 1:30pm 

• Open-plan kitchen, dining and living with north
facing balcony

• The main bedroom located on the third level 

• Resort style amenities including a lap pool

• Centrally located, moments from restaurants, shops
and beaches

Luke Elwin  
0421 375 635

3 21 2

75 BUTLER STREET, BYRON BAY Renovated Character Home 
and Extra Accommodation 
in Central Byron

PRICE  |  $2.25M - $2.35M

OPEN  |  By Appointment 

•

• Short walk to town, Main Beach and Farmer ’s Market

• Ducted air-conditioning and fans throughout

• Attached, self-contained one-bed second dwelling
with full-sized kitchen, modern bathroom, deck and
separate access

613M2

3 32 2

 
0400 028 594

Su Reynolds  
0428 888 660

24 NEW CITY ROAD, MULLUMBIMBY Charming 1930’s Home in
Central Mullum Location with 
Approved Secondary Dwelling

PRICE  |  Contact Agent

OPEN  |  By Appointment  

• Substantial renovation completed in 2023 with
air-conditioning throughout

•
with rear lane access

• Turn key ready, excellent investment opportunity 
with 5%+ return

•  
of the house

632M2

5 22 2

Tara Torkkola 
0423 519 698

Jasmin McClymont  
0434 029 668

253 EUREKA ROAD, ROSEBANK ‘Grace Farm’
Elevated Charming 
Queenslander Home with 
Multiple Outbuildings

PRICE  |  Contact Agent

OPEN  |  Thurs 7th March 11 - 11:30am

Sat 9th March 9 - 9:30am

• Freshly painted with high, ornate ceilings and VJ walls

• Established gardens and Coopers Creek frontage

• Two original outbuildings, perfect for renovating with

the potential for generating extra income

• 10 mins to Clunes and 30 mins to Byron Bay

3 22 2

11.2HA Tara Torkkola 
0423 519 698

Jasmin McClymont  
0434 029 668
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For the 8th consecutive year, our team are very proud to have won the RateMyAgent 2024 Agency of the Year for Byron Bay. We 
have also been named the 2024 Agency of the Year for Suffolk Park and Mullumbimby.

A huge congratulations to our very own Su Reynolds for winning the 2024 Agent of the Year for Byron Bay and Suffolk Park.

It ’s a privilege to guide our clients through their real estate journey.

We love this community, and we love what we do.

Happy 
International 
Women’s Day!

The women of First National 
Byron are proud to work within 
an organisation that supports, 

celebrates and champions their 
hard work and achievements.

of positions at First National 
Byron are held by Women.

75%
of  leadership roles at First 
National Byron are held 

by Women.

We proudly support local women’s 
initiatives and charities.

First National Byron is committed to 

work environment to encourage a 
balanced life for ALL employees 

and their families.

75%
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0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au 

millerrealestate.com.au

A beautifully designed home with views

62 PARROT TREE PLACE, BANGALOW

Open: Saturday 9 March 10:15am-10:45am
Price guide: $1,450,000 - $1,550,000

      3           2            2 639m2

Introducing Evolve Retreat, a 
stunning, natural oasis with significant 
landholding located in the pristine 

This is a rare chance to invest in a 
property with an excellent cashflow 

with or without the retreat equipment, 

a rental arrangement with the current 
owner to continue operating the 

A  U N I Q U E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  O W N
B Y R R I L L  C R E E K ’ S  M O S T  P R I Z E D  S A N C T U A R Y

E l i z a b e t h  H i c k e y

0 4 7 4  9 0 8  5 5 5

T a n i a  S h e p p a r d

0 4 3 8  4 4 6  5 7 8

1 1  B e d   1 0  B a t h   1 0  C a r   7 . 9  H e c t a r e s

View over 50 homes at www.mrpropertyservices.com.au
Email: enquiries@mrpropertyservices.com.au

139 Minjungbal Drive, Tweed Heads South
Phone: 07 5523 3431   Mobile: 0403 713 658

Mr Property Services

Chinderah Lakes - Chinderah

Call us on 0403 713 658  $265,000

Tweed Broadwater - Tweed Heads South

Call us on 0403 713 658  $425,000

2 1 2

Call us on 0403 713 658  $449,000

12 2

Banksia Waters - Tweed Heads West

Call us on 0403 713 658  $235,000

1 1 1

Royal Pacific - Chinderah

1 1 1

Contact: adcopy@echo.net.au or call 6684 1777 to speak to sales team

Contact the Echo today for multiple advertising options 
in the paper, monthly property magazine and website.

Have your property seen in The Echo,
Echo Property Magazine and online!
• 24,500 weekly newspapers distributed directly to homes and businesses 

across the Northern Rivers 
• 24,700 copies of the glossy full colour Echo Property Magazine

• Over 125,000 weekly readers on echo.net.au
Research shows that advertising is more effective placed
within news content
Reach an engaged and affluent audience!

Are You Selling?

UNBEATABLE SUMMER PACKAGES AVAILABLE NOW!
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Property
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

ljhooker.com.au

Property
Management

02 6685 0177
rentals@ljhbrunswickheads.com

Save yourself thousands, 
call the expert property management team.

Investment Management Team
LJ Hooker Brunswick Heads

PROPERTY STYLING

cactushillproject.com.au 
home@cactushillproject.com.au

PROPERTY STAGING
styling for sale

call us for a free quote on 
0432 574 321

NP CONVEYANCING
PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE

NPC

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE?
We are here to help

PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS 
IN BYRON BAY NOW

NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE 
IN POTTSVILLE                  Lic No 06000098

Our services are:

• Conveyancing NSW and 

QLD – competitive fixed 

prices!  • Complex Property 

Matters  • Sale & Purchase 

of Business  • Retirement 

Village Contracts  

• Leasing  • Options

P: 02 6687 0548   |   F: 02 6678 0352   |   Suite 2/5 Lismore Rd, Bangalow NSW 2479

hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au   |   www.bangalowconveyancing.com.au

Conveyancing (NSW & QLD)
Property • Leases • Wills
Estates & Probate

Contact Jess Riddell 
0428 773 416 

jess@jhmobilelawyers.com.au
Local for 20+ years

CONVEYANCING

Buying & Developing 
Property?

caconstructionmanagement.com.au

Craig Adams 
Project Manager / Director

0411 575 991
craig@cacm.net.au

Open for inspection www.echo.net.au/ofi

Business Directory

Century 21 Plateau Lifestyle Real Estate
• 232 Pearces Creek Road, Alstonville. Sat 9–9.30am

• 341 Ellis Road, Alstonville. Sat 10–10.30am

• 13 Woodbury Place, Wollongbar. Sat 11–11.30am

• 12 Westland Drive, West Ballina.Sat 11–11.30am

First National Byron Bay
• 584 The Pocket Road, The Pocket. Wed 3–3.30pm

• 253 Eureka Road, Rosebank. Thurs 11–11.30am

• 257 Whian Road, Eureka. Thurs 11.45am–12.15pm

• 8 Pecan Court, Suffolk Park. Thurs 12–12.30pm

• 29 Pinegroves Road, Myocum. Fri 9–9.30am

• 2/39 Childe Street, Byron Bay. Fri 10–10.30am

• 5/114 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay. Fri 4–4.30pm

• 253 Eureka Road, Rosebank. Sat 9–9.30am

• 20 Taylors Lane, Ewingsdale. Sat 9–9.30am

• 103 Goonengerry Mill Road, Goonengerry. Sat 9–9.30am

• 2/54 Argyle Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 9–9.30am

• 35 Gordon Street, Byron Bay. Sat 9.30–10am

• 31 Tristania Street, Bangalow. Sat 9.30–10am

• 77 Beech Drive, Suffolk Park. Sat 9.30–10am

• 257 Whian Road, Eureka. Sat 10–10.30am

• 1 Settlement Road, Main Arm. Sat 10–10.30am

• 2B/107 Paterson Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10.30–11am

• 69 Lindsay Avenue, Cumbalum. Sat 10.30–11am

• 8/2 Langi Place, Ocean Shores. Sat 10.30–11am

• 27 Redgum Place, Suffolk Park. Sat 11–11.30am

• 3/78 Broken Head Road, Suffolk Park. Sat 11.45am–12.15pm

• 1528 Eltham Road, Teven. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 1/49 Belongil Crescent, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 28 Carlyle Street, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 2 Seastar Court, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 3/140 Jonson Street, Byron Bay. Sat 1–1.30pm

• 4 Electra Close, Byron Bay. Sat 2–2.30pm

• 2 Electra Close, Byron Bay. Sat 2–2.30pm

Mana Re
• 3 Kallaroo Circuit, Ocean Shores. Sat 9–9.30am

• 2/1 Durroon Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 9.30–10am

• 2/5 Canowindra Court, South Golden Beach. Sat 10–10.30am

• 119 Commercial Road, Murwillumbah. Sat 10–10.30am

• 1/9 Boondoon Crescent, Ocean Shores. 10.30–11am

• 24 Gloria Street, South Golden Beach. Sat 11–11.30am

• 14 Spring Street, Murwillumbah. Sat 11–11.30am

• 2431 Coolamon Scenic Drive, Ocean Shores. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 241 Middle Pocket Road, Middle Pocket. Sat 12–12.30pm

McGrath Byron Bay 
• 50A Ruskin Street, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am

• 12 Cudgerie Court, Mullumbimby. Sat 10–10.30am

• 56 Charlotte Street, Bangalow. Sat 10–10.30am

• 42B Gloria Street, South Golden Beach. Sat 10.30–11am

• 21 Scott Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am

• 88 St Helena Road, McLeods Shoot. Sat 11–11.30am

• Units 1-5/56B Bangalow Road, Byron Bay. Sat 12–13.30pm

North Coast Lifestyle Properties 
• 31 Fingal St, Brunswick. Sat 9–9.30am

• 50 Tristran Parade, Mullumbimby. Sat 9.30–10am 

• 2/35 Fingal St, Brunswick. Sat 10–10.30am

• 3 Kooringa Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.45am

• 20 Robin St, South Golden Beach. Sat 11–11.30am 

• 4/46 Durrumbul Road, Main Arm. Sat 12.30–1pm 

• 53 Helen Street, South Golden Beach. Sat 11–11.45am 

• 185 Kielys Rd, Mooball. Sat 12–12.30pm 

Ray White Byron Bay
• 31 Beachcomber Drive, Byron Bay. Wed 2–2.30pm

• 23 & 23A Parrot Tree Place, Bangalow. Thurs 3.30–4pm

• 109-111 Broken Head Road, Suffolk Park. Sat 9–9.30am

• 48 Jacaranda Drive, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am

• 31 Beachcomber Drive, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30 am

• 2/19 Marattia Place, Suffolk Park. Sat 10–10.30am

• 3/8 Lawson Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10.30–11am

• 21 Carlyle Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am

• 1/2-6 Cemetery Road, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am

• 3 Lofts Road, Coorabell. Sat 11–11.30am

• 10B Coopers Lane South, Main Arm. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 10 Orana Road, Ocean Shores. Sat 12.30–1pm

Ray White Rural Bangalow
• 2 Leopard Wood Crescent, Bangalow. Sat 10–10.30am

• 8 Coachwood Court, Federal. Sat 11.30am–12pm

Real Estate of Distinction 
• 35-37 Edwards Lane, Kynnumboon. Sat 9–9.30am

• 6153 Tweed Valley Way, Burringbar. Sat 10.30–11am 

Ruth Russell Realty
• 41 Prince Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 10–10.30 am

Tim Miller Real Estate
• 4 Bangalay Court, Bangalow. Sat 9.30–10am

• 62 Parrot Tree Place, Bangalow. Sat 10.15–10.45am

• 648 Bangalow Road, Talofa. Sat 11.15–11.45am

• 25 Main Street, Clunes. Sat 12.15–12.45pm

New listings
First National Byron Bay
• 253 Eureka Road, Rosebank

• 2/54 Argyle Street, Mullumbimby

• 1/49 Belongil Crescent, Byron Bay

• 169 Cedar Road, Wilsons Creek

• 24 New City Road, Mullumbimby

• 486 Broken Head Road, Broken Head

• 257 Whian Road, Eureka

• 584 The Pocket Road, The Pocket

• 20 Taylors Lane, Ewingsdale

McGrath Byron Bay
• Units 1-5/56B Bangalow Road, Byron Bay
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WE ARE HERE
TO SELL

INDUSTRY LEADERS IN HIGH END MARKETING AND SALES
Rez Tal

0405 350 682
Dave Eller

0404 364 284
Michael Ibrahin

0414 325 556

byronproperty.com.au
info@ byronproperty.com.au

PREMIUM SALES RESULTS IN A CHANGING MARKET

BRYCE & RACHEL CAMERON - 0412 057 672

3/47 Jonson Street, Byron Bay  |  0487 287 122
admin@c21byron.com | byronbay.century21.com.au

• Over 40 years of combined real estate/marketing experience
• Fresh and dynamic approach to marketing our properties
• Call our award-winning team to receive a complimentary new 

market value of your property
• Bringing world class corporate service with small town 

authenticity

12 years local Real Estate experience

Highly competitive fees & introductory offers

Friendly & Approachable agents you can trust

Premium results & peace of mind

Effective, modern technology  

Alyce Field & Kasey Williams
Ph: 04

E: admin@byronpropertyhub.com.au
Property Management & Sales

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au

millerrealestate.com.au
@timmiller_realestate

2022 - No #1 SALES AGENT 
2023 - No #2 SALES AGENT

for First National Australia Wide

SUSU RREYYNONOOLDLDSS
DIDIRECTCTOR/OR/SALES - CCHIEHIEH F CF CULTULTURAURAR L OL OOL OL OOFFIFICECECECECERE

042828282888 8888888 66660  | ssrereynynnnnololollolololoooololoooldsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsds@b@b@b@b@@b@@@b@@@@@@@@@ yryry ononnnnbbayfyffffnnn.nnn cocom

AGENTS

TARA TORKKOLA  - SALES
INTERNATIONAL MULTI MEDIA SELLING AGENT

0423 519 698 | tara@byronbayfn.com

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

@taratorkkolafirstnational @taratorkkola_realestate

Tara took the hard work out of selling our home and kept us 
informed every step of the way. We got a fantastic result in an 

amazingly short time and we couldn’t be happier.rpier

Ta

Professional and results driven with 
extensive knowledge. Servicing the 
Byron Shire and beyond.

Call Paul for an appointment today.

PAUL PRIOR
SALES

0418 324 297
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

SHARON McINNES
SALES

0408 659 649
sharon@byronbayfn.com

VICKI  COOPER

“Fabulous agent. Vicki is unstoppable.” 

“Vicki deserves awards for best communicator, most

organised, gets things done like I’ve never seen before. 

Excellent handling of complex matters. She never once

dropped the ball. As a business person myself, I learned

a lot from the way Vicki operates. I’ll honestly miss the 

very productive and regular catchup calls with her. 

Highly recommend.”

VICKI COOPER
0418 231 955
vickicooper@atrealty.com.au
www.vickicooper.com

0412 833 280

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

Finance Broker

Acceptance Finance Pty Ltd ABN 62 953 405 689 Australian Credit Licence Number 391715
Credit Representative Number 395628

Home Loans
Investment Loans
First Home Buyers
Car Loans

Debt Consolidation
SMSF Lending
Commercial Loans
Development Funding

FINANCE
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SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE
DEADLINE: For additions and changes to the Service Directory is 12pm Friday.

LINE ADS: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid.

For line Service Directory ads email classifieds@echo.net.au.

DISPLAY ADS: $70 per week for colour display ad. Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid. 

Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high. New display ads will be placed at end of section.

For display Service Directory ads email adcopy@echo.net.au.

The Echo Service Directory is online – www.echo.net.au/service-directory

ACCOUNTS & BOOKINGS: 6684 1777

INDEX 
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Valuers .........................................40

Veterinary Surgeons......................40

Water Filters .................................40
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Window Cleaning and Repairs .......40

Window Tinting ............................40

ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS 

Byron Bookkeeping
BAS - Payroll - Reports - AR/AP

Trust Accounts - Setup & Training

0415 639 548Call
Today

15
years

Experience

ACUPUNCTURE 
ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis.............................................0490 022183

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

AU 37088 Lic 246545C

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
1st Year Apprentice &

A Fully Qualified Service Technician
T: 6680 9394 E: artisan@artisanair.com.au

Mullumbimby 
Refrigeration & 
Airconditioning 
Services

– Sales – Installation – Repairs 
– All Commercial Refrigeration 
– Residential & Commercial

Airconditioning 
– Coolroom Design & Construction 
– Freezer Rooms

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby  
Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492 6684 2783

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 23 yrs exp. Lic. 178464C AU30147 ............................0422 291433

CLIMATE CONTROL AUSTRALIA Lic 362019C AU 27106................................JARREAU 0421 485217

ARCHITECTS
OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au.............................................. 66855001

ASPHALT

New Asphalt
Asphalt Repairs
Pothole Repairs

Base Work
Free Quotes

AUTOMOTIVE

6684 5296

CASH PAID FOR
UNWANTED CARS

Free metal drop off
Locally owned 6684aally owownedd

$50–$1500

CAR BODY REMOVAL
ABSOLUTELY FREE

BODY REMOVAL
CASH ON THE SPOT GUARANTEE
$50 - $1000
WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES & VANS
PHONE 0466 113 333 24/7
EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au

BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION

666800 8862
FREEE MEASUREE QUOTEE 

     
    

  

CURTAINS 

SUNSCREENS 

AWNINGS  
ROLL BLINDS 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

LOCAL    

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

B L I N D S    S H U T T E R S    A W N I N G S    C U R T A I N S

BRICKLAYING

WALLFIX
REMEDIAL

• 20 years’ experience in lintel replacement
• Crack stitching installation • Repointing
• Retaining walls and all damaged brickwork
Call: 0403 141 760 • Email: wallfixremedial@gmail.com

www.wallfixremedial.com.au
Servicing the Northern Rivers

Lic no. 292267C Master Builder No. 3029326

BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors. Lic 291958C. Phone Mark ........................................0409 444268 

BUILDING TRADES
• DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable 

market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

Structural – Landscaping
Fencing – Composite Decking
Hardwood – Pine – Hardware

B&B Timbers
66867911

110 Teven Road, Ballina
New logo - Same quality & service

sales@bbtimbers.com.au            www.bbtimbers.com.au

www.stoneysbuildingcreations.com

Licensed builder, 
specialising in 
Bathroom renovations.Quality workmanship, and reliable and personalised service.0417 654 888

Lic: 317362C
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Specialising in all aspects of
building and carpentry.

Over 25 years of experience.
Phone Nathan on 0435 084 659

E: blueriverbuilding1@gmail.com
Licence No. 255659C / Fully insured

blueriverbuilding

BUILDER – JOHN McGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C.............0415 793242

HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C...............................................0432 565060

FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C ......................... 66808162 

ALL CARPENTRY & BUILDING WORK Owner builder friendly. Lic 203206C................0424 158585

JOHN MONTGOMERY Building Lic 12223C. Scaffolding HRW990123.............. 0414 332505 JOHN 

BUILDER Extensions, reno, new homes, insurance, landscaping, all jobs Lic 19953Q ...0403 458177

CARPENTER / JOINER 30 years experience. Prompt efficient service. Other licence trades available.

 Lic 43794C. 24/7 Emergency call-out available inc 4x4WD access.................................0423 500693

BUILDER Extensions, renovations, new homes, small jobs. Lic 37236. Michael ............0402 181789

BUSH REGENERATION & WEED CONTROL 

WEED CONTROL SPECIALIST Biocontrol of Parramatta grass .........................................0418 110714

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
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CHIMNEY SWEEPS

BLACKS chimney sweeping & repairs AHHA member, insured. 3rd generation......................... 66771905

CLEANING

Services List

(Low Pressure Softwashing)
Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings,
Solar panels, Retaining walls
Driveways, Paths, Pavers, 
Fences, Decks, Patios, 
Pool areas.

Locally owned and Operated

Residential and Commercial

No job too big or small

Obligation free quote

Fully insured

0426 119 550      info@nraquapressurecleaning.com.au      ABN: 47576013867

AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING

Cleaning continued on next page
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CLEANING  (continued)

Byron Bay 5 Stars
CLEANING SERVICE

CLEANS: Holiday, Residential, Bond, Commercial, Spring.

Phone Mick 0409 009 024
Email: mickbhl@gmail.com

DETAILED CLEANER/GUEST HOUSE MANAGER All natural products 4.8 Stayz rated..0410 723601

FULL CIRCLE REFINISHING Professional cold & hot water roof & pressure cleaning. ..........0455 5735545 

COMPUTER SERVICES
FLASH COMPUTERS Mac & PC. Affordable & helpful. 77 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby.02 66844124

CONCRETING & PAVING

SALISBURY 
CONCRETING  

Li
c.

13
67

17
c

Over 30 yrs’ local experience.
All forms of concreting. 
Residential • Civil • Industrial 

DARYL 0418 234 302

Lic No. 337066C

ALL AROUND 

CONCRETING
Free 

Quotes
Call
Daniel 0424 876 155

Tipper Truck with Driver Hire

shakaconcreting.com.au

0402 728 207 Lic. No. 391742c

DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS

DECKS
FREE QUOTES

Call Mark 0498 115 182

Li
c 

N
o 

14
23

83
C

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY DECK RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

easily sand over nail/screw heads!

THE DECK DOCTOR Sanding & refinishing, cable balustrading. Free quotes. Richard ...0407 821690

FULL CIRCLE REFINISHING – Specialist deck sanding and oiling. Free quotes ...........0455 573554

BYRON & BEYOND PATIOS Builder of patios roofs, opening roofs, carports & decks ...02 66802393

DESIGN & DRAFTING
BAREFOOT BUILDING DESIGN www.barefootbuildingdesign.com..........Bob Acton 0407 787993

DAVID ROBINSON DESIGN DRAFTING All Council & construction requirements ......0419 880048

BYRON ENERGY EFFICIENT DESIGN & DRAFTING www.beedad.com.au ...............0423 531448

FENG SHUI DESIGN CONSULTANT Lizzie Bodenham livingbalancedesigns.com.au.......0431 678608

MARK OAKLEY DESIGN & DRAFTING www.modesign.au...........................................0422 666464

DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

East Coast Asphalt
ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT 

& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859
SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF 

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

TINY EARTHWOR
Philip Toovey 

0409 799 909
various implements available for limited access projects

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS
• DRAINAGE DESIGN • DRIVEWAYS • PADS • WATERWAYS

• ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344 939      www.360earth.com.au

• 1.7 Tonne Excavator • Fully Insured • Rockbreaker
• 300mm and 450mm Auger • 3M Tipper Truck • No job too small

Phone James on 0429 888 683

Lic# 378040C

Call: 
0447 295 178

Servicing the 
Northern Rivers

For all your 
earthworks 

needs

Civil earthworks & Concrete,
Pool excavation, Site cuts,
Rural block clearing, 

P: 0411 948 281
NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr. 0402 716857

EXCAVATOR & TIPPER HIRE Concreting & landscaping................................................0484 861966

ELECTRICIANS

0439 624 945  AH 02 6680 4173
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

ALL JOBS: SMALL 
OR LARGE

Lic: 154293c

LEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIANLEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIAN
DOMESTIC •• COMMERCIAL •• INDUSTRIAL

SERVICING: •• Tweed •• Byron •• Lismore •• Kyogle
•• Mains installs / alterations •• Switchboard upgrades

•• Meter queries •• Tree maintenance near services

Matthew Rutland  matt.positivelectrical@gmail.com

0439 733 703
NSW Lic# 312117  ASP Lic# 5547 AUTHORISATION# 503808

0458 267 777

Lic. 211410C

matthesparky.com.au

Domestic   Commercial   Industrial   Solar
JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data + TV. Lic 133082C.......................0432 289705

BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small...0422 136408

VALLEY WAY ELECTRICAL, 15 yrs exp. Domestic, commercial, new builds. Lic 253977c 0475 910622 

JUZ MEEHAN Lic288619C. Domestic & industrial, solar, pumping, underground............0492 936779

FENCING
BYRON & BEYOND FENCING Any fence, any time, prompt quotes....... 66804766 or 0439 078549

EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. ..................................................0432 107262

FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable.......0416 424256

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING
THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

BYRON BAY FLOOR SANDING New and old floors. Non toxic.....................................0408 536565

FURNITURE MAKER

custom furniture and joinery

@ianmontywooddesign         0414 636 736

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

0430 297 101
livingearthgardens.com.au

Est. 2010

All aspects gardening & mowing
Enhancive garden makeovers

• Lawn and Garden Maintenance • Paddock Slashing 
• Slope Mowing • Tree Pruning • Vegetation Control 

• Hedge Reductions • 1–4 Worker Garden Blitzes
Call Paul  0403 316 711   gracewoodlandscapes.com.au

STRATTOCASTER
LAWN & GARDEN MAINTENANCE

FREE QUOTES
Lawns, brushcutting, gutters, clean-up

Local, friendly service
Call Stratton
0415 065 520

ABN
66220694659

stratt000caster@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL GARDEN SERVICE
Regular Garden Tidying, Hedging, Pruning, Lawns & Edges,

Plant Care, Landscape Design Professional

Call David for a quote 0413 45 95 45  |  Established 23 years
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MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter................0423 756394

GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured .66841778 or 0405 922839

A-Z gardening & maintenance, lawns, acreage, hedges, gutters, rubbish removal, tip runs 0405 625697

LEAF IT TO US Specialists in tree services and acreage mowing ....................................0402 487213

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m3 trailer..............................................................0408 210772

RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging.........0424 805660

GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael .........................0497 842442

SAM’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Ride-on, chainsaw, all aspects ...........................0477 851493

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, Rural & residential, earthworks, lawn & pool care, tip runs.0449 220357

GW MAINTENANCE Ride-on mowing, acreage and large lawns. Ph George..................0408 244820

GAS FITTERS & SUPPLIERS

Free Delivery
No Rental
Reliable

Locally Owned 
Est 1996

www.brunswickvalleygas.com  •  0408 760 609

Andrew Keller Plumbing & Gas Service Pty Ltd

• Commercial Gas Equipment, Installation & Service Specialist
• General Plumbing Maintenance & Hot Water
• Back Flow Device Testing
• TMV Servicing

Byron Bay & SURROUNDING AREAS

0418 662 784 kellergasplumb@gmail.com

p

m

32 yrs servicing the local area

LIC: 103119c

GRAPHIC DESIGN

 @thinkblinkdesign
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Graphic Design / Print
Branding / Tutoring

GUTTERING
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Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.

www.spotlessgutters.com.au
0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 180 623 364 42

 Gutter guard
 Gutter cleaning
 Locally owned
 Fully insured
 Free quotes

HANDYPERSONS
HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, welding ......................................... 66884324 or 0476 600956

AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne...............................0423 218417

ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN. Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark ........0402 281638

HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling. Michael ........0421 896796

LOCAL, HONEST, RELIABLE, high quality work. Home maintenance, odd jobs. Ray..0407 802281

HOME MAINTENANCE All aspects. Carpentry, decks, painting, repairs etc. Insured .....0434 705506

REEL HANDYMAN Roofing, carpentry, repairs, all small jobs considered. Cain.............0491 278483

ALL CARPENTRY Door & stairs, fit-out. Reliable. Lic 192987C.......................................0437 202050

TILER AND HANDYMAN 40 years experience. Solid worker........................... Call Paul 0422 017072 

A HANDY GUY Small jobs, all trades. North Byron.........................................................0413 721410

HEALTH
• OTHER HEALTH RELATED SECTIONS IN THIS SERVICE DIRECTORY: Acupuncture, Chiropractic, 

Counselling, Dentists, Osteopathy, Physiotherapy

ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne ........................................... 66857366

MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations.............. 66843002

MOVE TO NURTURE PILATES STUDIO & mat classes. Lennox Head ............................0404 459605

AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen – Om Healing..............................0422 387370

HIRE
MULLUM HIRE Marquees & all event equipment. Tools & machinery. Pool supplies & service 66843003

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES 

Sand | Soils | Gravels | Pots & statues | Lots, lots more
1176 Myocum Rd, Mullumbimby (just past golf course)

6684 2323

LANDSCAPING 

Text or Ph: 0448 401 638

LANDSCAPING & EARTHWORKS

goldleaflandscaping

20 years local experience       

8

KSKSKSK

www.goldleaflandscaping.com.au4 ton Kobelco 10 ton Kobelco

LALA

• General Landscape Creation
• Rural Lifestyle Landscaping
     Specialists
• Outdoor Carpentry (decks/ out
     buildings/ fencing/ garden walls etc)

• Garden overhauls
• Camphor/
     Macadamia Conversions
• Mass Plantings and
     Rainforest Creation

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic 277154C ..............................................0423 700853

LOCKSMITH

| EMERGENCY SERVICE | LOCKS & HARDWARE 
| CCTV SYSTEMS | SAFES | ACCESS CONTROL 
| INTERCOMS

M/L: 000100018

 0422 185 466

Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair .......0412 764148

PAINTING
• DEPARTMENT OF FAIR TRADING INFO: When dealing with home owners, painters are required 

to quote a licence number only for external work valued over $5000.

ALL-WAYS PAINTING
BYRON BAY

• Domestic & Commercial
• Servicing all areas 

• Workmanship guaranteed 
• Attention to detail

Li
c 

No
 18
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44

C

0438 784 226 • 6685 4154

Li
c.

 2
13

03
4CKNIGHTSBRIDGE

PAINTERS     INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

• Refurbishment

• New builds

• Clean & Reliable

• Free Quotes

• Fully Licenced

• Fully Insured

LLOYD 
SHERLOCK
0411 784 926

Professional Painter/Decorator
•30+ Years Experience •Interior & Exterior 

•Reasonable Prices

0451 298 363        splosh painting/decorating  

Call now for a free quote 0466 969 067 www.allanspainting.com.au

Allan’s Painting & Decorating Service
Family business for 40 years
Interior & Exterior
Special Finishes & Wallpaper
Also available Roof Restoration

All work guaranteed Licences: NSW (R53344) & QLD (15091890)

PEST CONTROL

YOUR PEST & TERMITE SPECIALISTS

 Free quotes on active termites  Environmentally safe

www.allpestsolutions.com.au

6681 6555

THE PEST MAN EXTRAORDINAIRE Second opinion / alternative views. 50 yrs exp .....0418 110714

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL................................................................................ 66842018 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Tree Faerie Fotos
Professional • Commercial • Personal

www.treefaeriefotos.com • 0417 427 518

30+ years experience in commercial 
photography and photojournalism

PHYSIOTHERAPY
NICK EDMOND Physiotherapy & Acupuncture. Open Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday

466 Main Arm Road, Mullumbimby..................................................................................... 66845288

ANTHONY D’ORSOGNA Physiotherapy, acupuncture, hydrotherapy Suffolk Park 1 Bryce St... 66853511

OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics, 

shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman ..................................................... 66803499

PELVIC FLOOR PHYSIOTHERAPY 88 Byron St Bangalow with Lisa Fitzpatrick.............0422 993141

PICTURE FRAMING
MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in Ocean Shores ..................................0403 734791

PLASTERING
PLASTERER, TRADE QUALIFIED repairs, renovations, cornices, quality assured. Kurt .0431 015414

RENDERING / SOLID PLASTERING 25 years experience. Free quotes. .......... Ph John 0406 673176

CAPE BYRON PLASTERING - Gyprock/Microcement Lic#122248C ..............................0402 538155

PLUMBERS

NEED A PLUMBER? 
DRAINER? GASFITTER?
Chay 0429 805 081
25 YEARS LOCAL SERVICE

Licence No. 207479C

Taking on work NOW!
0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com

Ben The Plumber
    Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores,

  Brunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds
30 years’ experience  Lic: 321191C

0421 466 921

From leaky taps
to construction
Jetter & Camera
for all blockages

Two generations of local plumbing

Plumbers continued on next page
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PLUMBERS  (continued)

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t and 3m tipper truck

 Blocked drain specialist

12 month guarantee 
on most jobs

Fully insured

Drain clearing, inspections and repairs.
Reliable family owned and operated 

local business with 30 years plumbing 
experience and the latest technology. 

Phone James  0429 888 683 Lic 378040C

BILL CONNORS All plumbing/draining. Lic #1051 .................................. 66801403 or 0414 801403

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C ....0419 019035

POOL SERVICES

BLUE EDGE POOL SERVICES Cleaning, maintenance, etc. 20 years experience. Joe..........0405 411466

PRINTING

TONY HAMPTON PRINTING CONSULTANT Good advice goes a long way.

tonyhampton@icloud.com For an obligation-free chat: ................................................0416 152119

REMOVALISTS

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO
From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth

Just give us a ring
• Freight services to Brisbane weekly

• Carriers of fine art • Furniture removal
• E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646
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• Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne • Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne 
• North Qld • Country • Interstate • North Qld • Country • Interstate • • LOCALLOCAL

02 6684 2198  queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au

SERVICING THE NORTHERN RIVERS
AND BEYOND

Byron Coast Removals

Competitive rates and packing supplies available
0432 552 067 | 6684 5481 | byroncoastremovals@gmail.com

MAN WITH A VAN/TRUCK Reasonable rates. Phone Don ............................................0414 282813

BENNY CAN MOVE IT! .................................................................................................0402 199999

ANDY’S MOVE & MORE Artworks, pianos, small moves, tip runs................................0429 149533

ROOFING

MONTYS METAL
ROOFING

Licence NSW: 30715C
Licence QLD: 1227049 

DOMESTIC • INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL

Metal Roofing Installations
Guttering  •  Downpipes  •  Fascia

Skylights  •  Whirlybird Patios
Repairs  •  Leaf Guard

Craig Montgomery – 0418 870 362
Email: montysmetalroofing@gmail.com

www.montysmetalroofing.com.au

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY roof RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

‘Local team 10 years in business’

RUBBISH REMOVAL
OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip specialists ......................................... 0412 161564 or 66841232

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m3 trailer................................................................0408 210772

SELF STORAGE
BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE............................................................................................... 66858349 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C. 0407 439805

SMART SENSORS
BYRON SENSOR TECH Wireless, security, water leak, temp sensors ................................. 0459 422387

SOLAR INSTALLATION

Your local, qualified team. 
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs. 

Your local, qualified team.
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs....... 

m 0428 320 262
e sunbeamsolar@bigpond.com
w sunbeamsolar.com.au

Call us on
6679 7228

Pioneers of the solar industry Serving Northern
NSW since 1998

Electric Lic 124600c

TELEVISION SERVICES
DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas .......... 66843575 or 0414 922786

TILING
TILER / WATERPROOFER. Lic 24418C. .............................................................Ph Karl 0439 232434

RYAN DEAGAN Floor & wall tiling and waterproofing. Lic 118380C...............  Ph Ryan 0411 429057

AJ’s TILING all aspects. Bathrooms, kitchens, walls, floors, waterproofing. Lic 239988C.0416 345202

TRANSPORT

arrive@byronbuscompany.com.au Call 0490 183 424

Airport Transfers | Tours | Nights Out | Beach Walks
Events | Parties | Weddings | Corporate | Festivals

Door to Door
Charter Services

BYRON
BUS Co

Get a Quick Quote Now

TREE SERVICES

CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES
The Fully Insured Professionals

Mark Linder Qualified Arborist
0408 202 184  

choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

•  Stump Grinding  •  Bobcat  •  Cherrypicker  
• Crane Truck  •  18" Chipper

• 20 years local knowledge and experience • Fully insured / free quotes 
• 19 inch chipper • Bobcat • Cherry picker • Crane truck

www.harttreeservices.com.au

0427 347 380

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING
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0435 019 524

Martino

TREE SERVICES

Byron Bay & Beyond

TREE CARE SPECIALISTS

leafi ttous.com.au

kascha@leafi ttous.com.au

Local . Reliable . Insured 

0402 487 213
SUMMERLAND TREE SERVICES ............................................. Call Tim 66813140 or 0417 698227

BYRON TREE SERVICES Qualified, insured. Call Alex ....................................................0402 364852

MARTINO TREE SERVICES ............................................................................. Martino 0435 019524

LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes .......0402 487213

OUT ON A LIMB TREE SERVICES Lucas Holland Qualified arborist. ............................Luc 0402 191316

TRUCK HIRE & HAULAGE

UPHOLSTERY

BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists............................. 66805255

VALUERS

BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers ............ 0431 245460 or 66857010

VETERINARY SURGEONS

MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Willis, Mark Sebastian – After hours avail ... 66843818

NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer................................................. 66840735

WATER FILTERS

for home, commercial 
and rural properties

6680 8200 or 
0418 108 181

The Water Filter Experts

WELDING

WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless ..0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS

CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David.............................................0421 906460

WINDOW TINTING

SUNRISE W. T. 3/19-21 Centennial Cct, Byron. Cars, homes, offices, etc. High quality ..0412 158478

SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price.........................0434 875009
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Classifieds

AGMs
WILSONS CREEK COMMUNITY 

PRESCHOOL AGM. Tue 19 March. 
3.30pm at the Preschool. All welcome.

 PUBLIC NOTICES
BE IT KNOWN TO ALL MEN The assets 
of the DOUGLAS, E.M. deceased Estate 
have been gifted into a private trust, are 
now held as part of the collateral in the 
Security Agreement Ref: EMD-100278-
SA-300623-02. The lien is perfected.

SAVE THE DATE 
AUXILIARY TRIVIA NIGHT

The Tweed Hospital Auxiliary is pleased 
to announce that our 2024 Trivia Night 
will be held on Thursday, 4 April in the 

South Tweed Sports Club. 
All booking details will be announced 

shortly so have your teams ready.

PROF. SERVICES

DENTURES
LOOK GOOD
FEEL GOOD

Free consultation. SANDRO 66805002

HEALTH
HAWAIIAN MASSAGE  

Ocean Shores, Michaela, 0416332886

PURA VIDA
WELLNESS CENTRE

Brunswick Heads
COLON HYDROTHERAPY

HYPERBARIC OXYGEN
FAR INFRARED SAUNA
REMEDIAL MASSAGE

+ more  66850498

KINESIOLOGY
Clear subconscious sabotages.
Reprogram patterns and beliefs.

Restore vibrancy and 
physical health. De-stress.

0403125506
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

HYPNOSIS & EFT
Simple and effective solutions.

Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma.
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

TRADEWORK

TREE SERVICES
Leaf it to us 4x4 truck/chipper, crane 
truck, stump grinding. Local, qualified, 
insured, free quotes.  0402487213

FOR SALE
MIELE WASHERS 

Dryers and dishwashers available at 
Bridglands Mullumbimby. 66842511

ARCHIBALD’S CHEAP 
QUARRY PRODUCTS

Road base, gravel, blue metal and metal 
dust. ALL SIZE DELIVERIES. 

Phone 66845517, 0418481617

TO LET

LOCAL REMOVAL
& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly, 

with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

SINGLE ROOM $250 p/w. 
Also half house available for Bluesfest. 

Price on asking. 0434121979 

ITEMS UNDER $100
BANG & OLUFSEN CD/radio player 1980s. 
Free. Pick up from 0412060316

HAIER WASHING MACHINE Front loader. 
7.5kg. $60. 0400082538

GARAGE SALES

WANTED
LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop 
crap! Matt 0401955052

TREE FERNS
Any shape, size. Royalties paid. 

Ongoing supply needed. 0414904396

CARAVANS
2007 JAYCO PENGUIN OUTBACK 
Excellent condition with annexe, ready 
to go, includes everything. Byron Bay.  
Pics available.  $14,990  0412857019 

CARAVANS 
We buy, sell & consign. 

All makes & models.
0408 758 688
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DISCLAIMER
Advertisements placed in The Byron 

Shire Echo do not reflect the views or 
opinions of the editorial staff.

The Byron Shire Echo does not 
make any representations as to the 

accuracy or suitability of any content 
or information contained in advertising 
material nor does publication constitute 

in any way an endorsement by The 
Byron Shire Echo of the content or 
representations contained therein.

The Byron Shire Echo does not accept 
any liability for the representations or 
promises made in paid advertisements 

or for any loss or damage arising 
from reliance on such content, 
representations or promises.

Mindfulness @ Work

Bring greater focus, 
clarity and calm into your 

workplace.

Certified Mindfulness 
Educator Paul Bibby

0401 926 090

HYPNOSIS 
& NLP

www.wendypurdey.com
33 years experience.

Call Wendy 
0497 090 233

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE

CALL MARK
0427 490 038

Could poetry ever be a 
matter for calculation?
Could chess be inspired by a 
Muse? In this story two very 

White 
Horses 
and Dark 
Knights

David Lovejoy’s 
book is available 
at The Echo

0427 347 380
Fully insured • Free quotes

20 years local experience
• 19 inch chipper • Stump grinding 

• Cherry picker • Crane truck • Bob Cat 

Tip Runs &
Rubbish 
Removal

0408 210 772

Byron Bay & Surrounding AreasByron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 31406681 3140
Mobile 0417 698 227Mobile 0417 698 227

• Arborist • 15” Wood • Arborist • 15” Wood 
Chipper • Stump Grinder  Chipper • Stump Grinder 

• Fully Insured• Fully Insured

crystalsanddreaming.com.au

KINESIOLOGY 
STUDENT CLINIC 

SESSIONS
Mullumbimby

Available throughout 
March.
Contact Kate Messenger 
to enquire or book. 
Kate@
crystalsanddreaming.
com.au

0413 003 301

Call Shahido 6688 2494Call Shahido 6688 2494

Osho Dance Osho Dance 
Meditation DayMeditation Day
Saturday 9 MarchSaturday 9 March
8am Osho Silent Dynamic8am Osho Silent Dynamic

10am Osho Discourse10am Osho Discourse

12 noon Osho Dance  12 noon Osho Dance 
MeditationMeditation

2pm Osho Humming 2pm Osho Humming 
MeditationMeditation

4pm Osho Kundalini Meditation4pm Osho Kundalini Meditation

6pm Osho Evening Meditation6pm Osho Evening Meditation

ECHO CLASSIFIEDS – 6684 1777
CLASSIFIEDS THAT 
WORK ALL WEEK!

Echo Classies also appear online:
www.echo.net.au/classifi ed-ads

CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS
PHONE ADS
Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777
AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE
Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo offi  ce:

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby
EMAIL ADS
Display (box ads) and line classifi eds, email: 

classifi eds@echo.net.au 
Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to 
Friday, 9am–5pm. Ads can’t be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

DEADLINE TUES 12PM
Publication day is Wednesday, booking deadlines 

are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT
LINE ADS:
$17.00 for the fi rst two lines 
$5.00 for each extra line 
$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

DISPLAY ADS (with a border): $14 
per column centimetre
These prices include GST.

Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.

SB
14

73

Draft Native Vegetation Regulatory 
map expanded release for Central 
West, Central Tablelands, North 
Coast and Northern Tablelands Local 
Land Services Regions 
The Local Land Services Act and Regulation require 
preparation and publication of a Native Vegetation 
Regulatory Map. A staged release of the draft Native 
Vegetation Regulatory map commenced on 5 October 
2022. Region 4 is now released for the Central West, 
Central Tablelands, North Coast and Northern Tablelands 
Local Land Services Regions. 

The draft NVR map is a tool landholders can use when 
considering how best to manage native vegetation on 
their land. It does not impose any new legal obligations. 
The map provides certainty when determining whether an 
approval is or isn’t required.

A free review of the draft map as it relates to your land 
is available now or at any time in the future. The review 
will normally be completed in 40 days. Landholders in all 
regions can request a free map review at any time, even 

Information about and access to the draft Map is 
available at: environment.nsw.gov.au/native-vegetation-
regulatory-map.

Landholders with any enquiries about 
the map can submit an online enquiry 
form via the website, email 
map.review@environment.nsw.gov.au
or call our staff based in regional NSW 
on 1800 001 490.  

Green, Peaceful and Lovely…? 
You might be just the mob we’re looking for! This is not an M.O. 
It’s five freehold acres with permanent and gorgeous creek 
frontage. Surrounded by rolling rainforested hills, lots of it National 
Park. Immediate neighbours are green, feminist and queer-friendly. 
Has housing entitlement, two lockable steel storage containers, 
water tank and a slab for a van or cabin. This gently sloping five 
acres is mostly clear, with bulk bush at rear. Exceptional mountain 
views, very private. Ten minutes Wiangeree, just over 20mins 
Kyogle, two hours Brisbane. It really is amazing. Just ask the 
platypus, wompoo pigeons and koalas.
We bought the block last December to sell on to likeminded people. 
Asking 440K. Slightly negotiable to locals. 
If this sounds like you, sing out. 
Kate 0422 834 020 or 0404 755 444.
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Classifieds Community at Work
WANTED TO RENT

A PORTION OF YOUR LAND to retired 
professional couple for caravan / tiny 
house, near Mullumbimby. 0411179060

TO LEASE
OFFICE SPACE / WAREHOUSE Billinudgel 
Industrial Estate. 142sqm ground floor. 
Approx 80sqm mezzanine. Reasonable 
rent. John 0488551190.

MUSICAL NOTES
GUITAR STRINGS, REPAIRS
Brunswick Heads 66851005

POSITIONS VACANT
THE ECHO

*
With the incumbents moving on to full-

time jobs elsewhere, The Echo have 
contract positions available from 28 

Feb, delivering papers to:
*

LENNOX HEAD WEST: 1000 papers
&

MULLUMBIMBY 540 papers
*

The positions involve inserting, folding 
and (in wet weather) bagging and 
delivery of papers (throwing them 

accurately to driveways from a car)
The work tends to suit a semi-retired 

or underemployed person/couple who 
just want a reliable job to do at their 

own pace at the same time every week. 
The successful applicants for this run 
will have an ABN, a reliable vehicle, a 
strong throwing arm, and ideally they 

will live near the distribution area. 
They will collect the papers/inserts 

from Ballina or Mullumbimby (approx 
8-8.30am) or Byron A&I Estate on 

Wednesday and will have delivered all 
the papers by 6pm Wednesday. Suit 

mature or stable person. 
Email simon@echo.net.au 

or phone/text 0409324724

LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Work 
available in busy adult parlour. Travellers 
welcome. 66816038 for details.

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED
Flexible work hours – perfect 2nd income

Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

TUITION
 FRENCH • ITALIAN • GERMAN

Eva 0403224842
www.languagetuitionbyron.com.au

FRENCH BY NATIVE TUTOR
Daniele 0424284309

LOST & FOUND
LOST

MH370

PETS

DEATH NOTICES

ONLY ADULTS
BALLINA EXCLUSIVE

34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late.
In & Out Calls. 66816038. Ladies wanted

Find us on Facebook and Twitter! 

FULL BODY RESTORATION
Healing Through Pleasure

massagebyronbay.com or 0425347477

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP
Large variety of toys and lingerie

6/6 Tasman Way, A&I Est, Byron Bay 
66856330

LICENSED TO THRILL
Premium Massage & Play

touchofjustine.com/byron-bay-outcalls

SOCIAL ESCORTS
LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available for 
your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself. In-
house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

WE ARE HIRING

FULL TIME/PART TIME 
SALES ASSISTANT 

POSITION

PREVIOUS HARDWARE PAINT 
EXPERIENCE PREFERRED

WEEKEND AVAILABILITY 
DESIRED

TO ENQUIRE OR APPLY 
SEE US INSTORE

OR EMAIL: MANAGER@
JAMESHARDWARE.COM.AU

Sparke - Mary
13/10/1949 – 29/2/2024

Passed away with family by her side.
Much loved wife of John and loving 

mother and mother in-law to 
Brendan & Mandy, Paul and Deepa 
and adored mamie to Tylah & Mali.

Forever in our hearts

contact@thinkblinkdesign.com
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Adobe 
Tutoring

Experienced 
Professional Trainer 

• Photoshop • Indesign  
• Illustrator

Devoted to Pleasure
Couples, Men & Women
touchofjustine.com
0407 013 347

CHEFS & COOKS 
REQUIRED
Rock & Roll Coffee Co, 
Mullumbimby.
rockandrollcoffee@gmail.com
0411 968 288

Experienced 
Administration Officer

Must be confident and organised, 
capable of multi-tasking. Highly 
developed attention to detail. 

Excellent time management and 
organisational skills. Excellent 

written and verbal communication. 
Self-motivated and able to work 
both independently and as part 

of a team. Competency using the 
Microsoft Office suite and Canva. 

Experience in marketing, social 
media, Mailchimp, Eventbrite and 

desktop publishing preferred.

To join a successful Personal 
Development business in Byron Bay. 
Immediate start, 5 days per week. 

Please send cover letter, 
resume and photo to: 

katherine@hoffmanprocess.com.au 
by COB Thursday 14th March.

Lucky is a 6-month-old male Kelpie 
Cattle Staffy; Lucky is a healthy, 
happy, very sweet-natured and 
loving boy who is gaining tons of 
confidence residing at our open-air 
shelter. Lucky will need ongoing 
training, an active lifestyle and we 
recommend crate-training as a way 
to combat separation anxiety and 
the current destructive period that 
pups undergo. Lucky is gorgeous 
with young children and great with 
other dogs.
Contact Shell on 0458 461 935.
MC: 991003002332297

LUCKYLUCKY

Byron Dog Rescue (CAWI)

Like us on Facebook!
AWL NSW Rehoming Organisation
Number: R251000222

Tomaso is the most dog-like cat 
you’ll ever meet! Very chilled and rolls 
over for belly rubs. He’s such a placid 
kitten & completely black except for 
1 white whisker. Need a cuddly cat? 
Tomaso is waiting! To meet Tomaso & 
our other cats & kittens, please visit 
the Cat Adoption Centre at 124 
Dalley Street, Mullumbimby.
OPEN: Tues 2.30–4.30pm, Thurs 3–5pm
Sat 10am–12 noon
Call AWL on 0436 845 542

to
m
a
so

to
m
a
so

Please make an appointment 
0403 533 589 • Billinudgel

petsforlifeanimalshelter.net

All cats are desexed, 
vaccinated and 
microchipped. 
No: 953010100502077

Lucy

Lucy’s a delightful character, sweet 
and playful and just waiting for some-
one to take her home and make her 
their own. She’s had kittens and was 
probably malnourished as she appears 
to be still growing although she’s 
about 18 months old. This gorgeous 
girl was quite scared and shy when 
she first came to us but is now happy 
and loving.

AMBULANCE, FIRE, POLICE .............................................000
AMBULANCE Mullumbimby & Byron Bay ................................131 233
POLICE Brunswick Heads .......................................................... 6629 7510

Mullumbimby ................................................................ 6629 7570
Byron Bay......................................................................... 6685 9499
Bangalow ......................................................................... 6629 7500

STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE Storm & tempest damage, flooding...132 500
BRUNSWICK VALLEY RESCUE Primary rescue........................... 6685 1999
BRUNSWICK MARINE RADIO TOWER.................................... 6685 0148
BYRON CENTRAL HOSPITAL...................................................... 6639 9400
BYRON COUNCIL: EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS............. 6622 7022
NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE (Mullumbimby) ........................... 6684 1286
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 24 hour crisis line.................................1800 656 463
LIFELINE ...................................................................................................131 114
MENSLINE....................................................................................1300 789 978
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 24 hours .................................1800 423 431
AL-ANON Help for family and friends of alcoholics .......................1300 252 666
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Meets daily ...................................... 6680 7280
NORTHERN RIVERS GAMBLING SERVICE............................ 6687 2520
HIV/AIDS – ACON Confidential testing & information..................... 6622 1555
ANIMAL RESCUE (DOGS & CATS) ............................................ 6622 1881
NORTHERN RIVERS WILDLIFE CARERS.............................. 6628 1866
KOALA HOTLINE ............................................................................. 6622 1233
WIRES – NSW Wildlife Information & Rescue Service... 6628 1898

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Please stick this by your phone

DATE
(March)

DAY, 
MOON 
PHASE

SUN 
RISE /

SET

MOON 
RISE /

SET

HIGH 
TIDES, 

height (m)

LOW 
TIDES, 

height (m)

6 W 6:41

19:13

1:27

16:16

0600 1.56

1815 1.08

1250 0.55

2351 0.46

7 TH 6:41

19:11

2:34

17:07

0701 1.70

1917 1.20
1340 0.42

8 F 6:42

19:10

3:45

17:53

0753 1.82

2010 1.32

0054 0.34

1422 0.31

9 SA 6:43

19:09

4:58

18:33

0841 1.91

2057 1.45

0148 0.23

1502 0.22

10 SU 6:43

19:08

6:09

19:10

0925 1.94

2143 1.56

0239 0.15

1540 0.16

11 M 6:44

19:07

7:18

19:45

1007 1.90

2228 1.64

0328 0.13

1617 0.14

12 TU 6:44

19:06

8:27

20:20

1047 1.79

2314 1.69

0417 0.17

1654 0.16

13 W 6:45

19:05

9:35

20:56
1128 1.63

0508 0.26

1730 0.21

14 TH 6:46

19:04

10:43

21:35

0000 1.70

1208 1.44

0603 0.39

1807 0.30

15 F 6:46

19:02

11:50

22:19

0048 1.66

1250 1.24

0706 0.52

1845 0.40

16 SA 6:47

19:01

12:56

23:08

0144 1.60

1342 1.08

0823 0.63

1929 0.51

17 SU 6:47

19:00

13:58 0250 1.53

1458 0.97

0953 0.68

2031 0.60

18 M 6:48

18:59

14:53

0:01

0410 1.48

1646 0.95

1123 0.66

2202 0.65

19 TU 6:48

18:58

15:41

0:59

0525 1.49

1806 1.03

1229 0.60

2328 0.62

20 W 6:49

18:57

16:23

1:57

0624 1.52

1859 1.12
1313 0.54

S

SUN, MOON & TIDES 
– TIMES FOR NEXT 2 WEEKS

Data sourced from Bureau of 
Meteorology. Times adjusted for 
Daylight Savings when applicable.

SU

FUNERAL NOTICES
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Learn lawn bowls
Learn to play lawn bowls in a friendly 
and fun environment at Mullumbimby 
Bowls Club on Thursday, 7 March at 
10am. For more informatio call John on 
0448 812 971.

BB Hospital Auxiliary 
Byron Bay Hospital Auxiliary will be 
holding their Easter Garage sale on 
Saturday, 16 March at 105 Beech Drive, 
Suffolk Park, from 8am to 12noon. All 
your favourites: cakes, plants, jams and 
pickles, and bric a brac. Further details 
contact Maureen on 6685 3162.

Flower show
The Coorabell Hall Flower Show returns 
this weekend when this popular 
community hall will be transformed 
into a colourful extravaganza of events. 
This homage to flowers will be open 
to everyone from midday to 5pm on 
Saturday, 9 March and 10am to 4pm 
on Sunday, 10 March. The fundraising 
gourmet feast will be held on Saturday 
evening with tickets available via 
Humantix-Coorabell Flower Show 
Dinner. For more information: https://
www.coorabellhall.net.

Sanctuary Northern 
Rivers AGM
The Annual General Meeting for 
Sanctuary Northern Rivers Inc will 
be held on Tuesday, 12 March at 6pm 
(gathering from 5.30pm) at the Lismore 
Heights Bowling Club, High St, Lismore 
Heights. For more information email: 
info@sanctuary.asn.au.

Mullumbimby CWA
The next meeting of Mullumbimby 
branch of CWA is at 10am on 13 March 
at the CWA Rooms. New members 
are always welcome to attend. A light 
lunch will follow the meeting. For more 
information call secretary Jenny on 
6684 7282.

Cancer Support Group
The Byron Bay General Cancer Support 

Group has been running for six years 
and welcomes new participants. The 
aim of the group is to provide a safe, 

supportive and friendly environment 
for people with cancer to discuss how 
they are feeling and connect with other 
people with cancer. Meetings run every 
four weeks on the first Tuesday of the 
month at 10am. The next meeting is 
on Tuesday, 7 March at the Byron Bay 
Services Club, Jonson St, Byron Bay. 
For more information contact the 
Cancer Council on 13 11 20.

BV VIEW Club
The Brunswick Valley VIEW Club 
(BVVC) is supporting the Smith Family 
Foundation to help children with their 
education. The BVVC is sponsoring 
seven disadvantaged children to 
continue their education. The next 
BVVC luncheon meeting, with guest 
speaker from Byron Shire Council, is on 
14 March at Brunswick Bowling Club, 
Brunswick Head. Start at 10.30am. 
Apologies to Wenda on 0449 563 580 
no later than Monday before or email 
wjhunt@yahoo.com.au.

Tough Guys Book Club
The book club for the thinking man. 
You don’t need to be tough. Meets 
at Ballina Sports Club, 7pm on the 
first Wednesday of every month. 
Completely free. https://www.
toughguybookclub.com.

Unmasked in Lismore
Do you identify as autistic or maybe 
you are wondering? Would you like to 
meet other people from your neuro-
tribe? Unmasked in Lismore is a new 
autistic adults meet up that is gently 
facilitated and neurodiversity led. 
Unmasked meet on the last Wednesday 
of every month from 6-7pm (except 
March). The next meetings are on 28 
February and 20 March. Places are 
limited so please grab your spot by 
texting ‘RSVP & YOUR NAME’ to 0413 
358 457 before the date. For more info 
see the ADULTS tab under MORE  at: 
www.stepboldlyspeechpathology.com.
au/. Please text if you would like to 
bring a support worker or partner as 
we prioritise autistic adults. Gold coin 

donation to cover costs. No referral, 

NDIS or organisational affiliations. 

On The Horizon
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Email copy marked ‘On The Horizon’ to editor@echo.net.au. 

Mullumbimby District 
Neighbourhood Centre
Mullumbimby & District 
Neighbourhood Centre is open 
Monday–Thursday 9am–4pm and 
offers a range of services and activities. 
Everyone is welcome to come and 
enjoy art, music, games, great food and 
more. Call reception on 6684 1286 and 
discover what is on offer. 

MDNC services that are running 
include:
Community support/emergency 
relief: Food parcels, meals, assistance 
with electricity and Telstra bills.
Listening Space: free counselling.
Staying Home, Leaving Violence 
program.
Integrated Domestic & Family 
Violence program.
Financial Counselling: outreach 
available Thursdays & Fridays 
Financial Counselling: free service 
funded by the government, offering 
advocacy & assistance to find options 
to address debts.
Information, referral and advocacy.
To enquire about accessing any of 
these services call 6684 1286 or fill out 
an online enquiry form.

Byron Community 
Centre
Homeless Breakfast: 7:30–9am 
Wednesday. Homeless Showers:

Monday and Wednesday 10am–12pm 
(book in at breakfasts). Women’s 
Support and Counselling: Friday 
1–3pm, Community Cabin Carlyle St. 
Free Phone Counselling: Call 0415 322 
064 10am–2pm. Seniors Computer 
Club: Friday 9am–11am, Community 
Cabin Carlyle St. Seniors drumming, 
yoga, ukulele, art, nourishing arts 
and drama: 66856807 for booking and 
time details. Volunteer Hub referral 
service: Call 66856807. 

Low-cost or free food
Food Box Thursdays 9.30–11.30am at 

Uniting Church, Mullumbimby. If you 

have any sort of Centrelink card you 

may purchase cheap food, obtain free 

veges, and enjoy a cuppa. Free Food 

Relief Bags for anyone doing it tough, 

every Wednesday 10–12noon at The 

Hub Ocean Shores, cnr Rajah Rd and 

Bindaree Way. No ID or Concession 

Card required. NILs referral service also 

available. Check Facebook page The 

Hub Baptist Ocean Shores for details. 

Respite Service
Byron Shire Respite Service Inc delivers 

high-quality respite care to a broad 

range of clients throughout the Byron, 

Ballina and Lismore shires. Donations 

welcome: Ph 6685 1921, email 

fundraiser@byronrespite.com.au, 

website: www.byronrespite.com.au.

Regular As Clockwork
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Please note that, owing to space restrictions, not all entries may be 

included each week. Email copy marked ‘Regular As Clockwork’ to 

editor@echo.net.au.
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL COMMUNITY SPORTS

Byron Bay Boardriders was Australia’s top club in 2023 

The Byron Bay  Boardriders 

(BBB) are brimming with 

positive energy after win-

ning Surfing Australia’s 

‘Club of the Year‘ award 

last week in Bondi, and are 

well-primed to defend their 

national title at Burleigh 

Heads this weekend.

The Surfing Australia 

Simon Anderson Boardrider 

Club Award was for the 

BBB’s ‘...outstanding 

performances in the water 

and their contributions of 

all kinds to the benefit of its 

wider local community’.

The award was a great 

boost for the team ahead of 

the Australian Boardriders 

Battle final, where they will 

be defending champions 

and number one seed, 

after winning the event in 

Newcastle last year.

Eleven-year-old surfer 

Leihani Zoric is a new 

addition to the Byron Bay 

team that also includes 

Dakoda Walters, Danny 

Wills, Kieren Perrow and Soli 

Bailey.

‘We have a lot of con-

fidence in Zeihani to get 

the job done,’ BBB’s Neil 

Cameron said.

‘All up we have a well of 

experience in the team. We 

are confident, but not overly 

confident,’ that the club can 

achieve back-to-back wins.

The Boardriders Battle 

final weekend will see a 

total of 32 clubs competing.

The new location is con-

sidered more challenging 

as surfers will need to run 

much further than before as 

the course starts at the top 

of the Burleigh Hill. They will 

also have to navigate rocks 

before catching a wave, then 

run again, past the Pavilion 

and back up the hill.

Heats are 70 minutes 

long (up from 60 minutes).

The ‘tag team’ style of the 

event, as well as the course, 

will require plenty of tactical 

nouse to negotiate success-

fully. But this style of surfing 

is really ‘exciting, everyone 

is amped up. It is a great 

spectacle,’ Neil said.

Other local boardriders 

clubs competing in the finals 

include: Lennox-Ballina, 

Cabarita and Kingscliff.

The Boardriders Battle 

is the world’s biggest team 

surfing event. 

The finalists won through 

from eight qualifying rounds 

held around Australia 

invovling more than 80 

Boardriding clubs.

Byron Bay set to play Lennox Head to 
decide second-grade premiership
Byron Bay and Lennox Head 

will face each other in this 

year’s grand final of the Far 

North Coast Cricket Council’s 

Coastal League after win-

ning their semi-finals last 

Saturday.

Minor premiers Lennox 

Head played at home 

against Terranora Lakes 

and were sent in to bat and 

scored 9/167.

Captain Nicholas Asser 

topped the scoring with 57 

and was backed up by Jesse 

Williams (40) and Blake 

Perkins (20). Terranora’s 

skipper did his bit with the 

ball taking 4/32, and Jackson 

Webb bowled 3/22. 

But Terranora’s batters 

crumbled after a blitz by 

Lennox Head bowler Blake 

Kernaghan who took 6/10 off 

seven overs including four 

ducks from the top six batters. 

After the openers got to 

47 the side was soon bowled 

out for 86.

Byron Bay
In the other semi-final 

played at the Cavanbah 

Oval, Byron Bay were sent 

in to bat by the Tweed 

Banora Colts.

Byron got to 10/167 with 

contributions from Lenny 

Bridle (43), Doug Jarvis (35) 

and Mitch Loane (30).

The best bowlers for the 

Colts were Hamish McFie 

(2/5) and Lewis Koppel (2/22).

In reply the Colts lost both 

openers cheaply but rebuilt 

the innings with Arren Lay-

cock scoring 39 at first drop. 

He was backed up by Keats 

Chipps (33) and Ben Thomas 

(21). But the last five batters 

only scored 19 between them 

and they fell short by 14 runs.

The grand final is sched-

uled for Meghan Crescent 

Oval, Lennox Head, this Sat-

urday March 9, from 1.00pm. 

Mitch Loane drives for Byron Bay. Photo Mr Bridle

The Byron Bay  Boardriders took home a big cheaque after 

winning the national final last year. Photo Surfing Australia

Two Byron Bay Cycle Club 

(BBCC) members joined 

riders from the Clarence 

Valley for Yamba Cycling 

Club’s first road race of 

the season, the weekend 

before last.

There were roughly 25 

cyclists from Grafton, Yamba 

and Byron Bay cycle clubs 

racing altogether in a handi-

capped format.

A-grade were handi-

capped to start 16 minutes 

after the D-grade start, with 

C and B grades within that 16 

minutes. The winner was the 

first over the finish line out of 

all the cyclists. 

The James Creek (near 

Harwood) course was about 

45km with some undulations 

but predominantly flat. 

‘The handicap proved too 

large against some strong 

D-grade riders who took out 

the first three placings. The 

remaining 4th-6th places 

swent to the A- and B-grade 

bunch that formed midway 

through the event.

‘Nonetheless, it was a 

fast race with A-grade riders 

averaging over 40km/h for 

the race,’ BBCC member Mat 

Johnson said.

‘It was of a reasonable 

standard with some of us 

using the event as part of 

our prep for the Grafton to 

Inverell Open coming up at 

the end of April,’ he said.

BBCC member Mat Per-

kins (B grade) came fourth 

with Mat (A grade) in sixth 

place.

Local racing
The BBCC has their first 

criterium of the autumn 

season at the Cavanbah 

Centre this Sunday, 10 March.

Cyclists set a good pace on the James Creek circuit to open 

Yamba’s 2024 race season. Photo Sharon Mitchell

At the end of February the Byron Bay Surf Life Saving Club 

U/8 nippers signed off on another successful season with a 

well-deserved scoop of gelato. Photo Mike McCabe

Send us your sport stories!
We would love to run all kinds of local sport on 

these pages so please send your photos and 

stories to sport@echo.net.au.

season with ice-cream
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The Bush Fire Danger Period 

(BFDP) for the region has 

been moved forward to 

March 1, say the NSW Rural 

Fire Service, owing to easing 

conditions and recent rain-

fall. The standard BFDP runs 

from October 1 to March 31. 

Be on the lookout, Byron 

residents, break-ins and 

thefts in Byron are still preva-

lent, particularly in Sunrise. 

Resident Jenny Pandava 

contacted The Echo and asks, 

‘How many reports are being 

made? I made a report to 

police and they said people 

need to report all thefts. 

They can then increase 

patrols in the areas’.

Further to last week’s 

story around residents 

of Butler Street precinct 

being unhappy with being 

included in all-year-round 

holiday letting areas, Cath-

erine Henniker told The Echo
that her precinct was not in 

Council’s original map, but 

was added on the revised 

map. ‘There was no com-

munication from Council to 

us on this,’ she said.

Nine-piece Byron dance 

band, Soul’d, are on the 

lookout for an ‘electrifying’ 

female vocalist – if you think 

you have what it takes, email 

dersid@hotmail.com.

Bangalow Weir Parklands 

has been officially named 

Piccabeen Park, after the 

Indigenous name for the 

Bangalow palm tree and 

the baskets made from its 

fronds. The park is located 

on Deacon Street, and can 

be accessed via an informal 

roadway next to Heritage 

House, home of the Banga-

low Historical Society and 

Museum.

It must be busy times for Woo-

lies’ public relations people: 

just after its CEO made an 

arsehat of himself on Four 
Corners and then quit his job 

– oops, ‘retired’ – the massive 

price-gouging monster is now 

copping flack for dropping 

Aussie milk co-op NORCO 

from 90 of its metro stores.

March 2 was Lions Awareness 

Day. There, you have been 

made aware! To learn more 

about the great stuff they do, 

visit lionsclubs.org.au.

Congrats Margaret ‘Peggy’ 

McNamara, who turned 

102 on February 23. Her 

adoring fans told The Echo
she lives at Byron Aged Care, 

and ‘embodies, grace, and 

strength, inspiring those 

around her. Her presence is a 

testament to a life well lived’.

20244 MAGAZINEE ++ 
WEBSITEE PACKAGEE 

ONN SALEE NOW!
Bookk noww too havee yourr ownn 

comprehensivee listingg 
onn thee websitee andd bee inn thee 

magazinee outt Mayy 22!

www.byronhealing.com.au
Earlyy Birdd bookingg 

Cnr Brigantine & Wollongbar St, 

Byron Arts & Industry Estate | 6685 5212

www.hotelandhome.com.au | bedsrus.com.au

*Conditions apply. Limited time from participating stores. Dis-

counts off recommended retail price. Accessories not included.

UP TO 60% OFF

MOBILES - REPAIRS - ACCESSORIES

1/ 130 Jonson Street Byron Bay02 6685 5585
Order Online - Free Shipping - devicetrader.com.au

Looking
To Sell

Your iPhone?

We Buy
Sell &

Trade!

Hungerford Lehmann Solicitors has been a trusted presence 

in the Northern Rivers community for many years. With a 

wealth of experience and passion, Josh and his team are 

dedicated to continuing their service to the region. With a 

fresh approach, Hungerford Lehmann is a local you can trust.

We’re here to listen, call Josh Allan or go to  
www.hungerfordlegal.com.au to find out more.

There are 
some new faces 
at the old place.
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Hungerford Lehmann Solicitors • 64 McGoughans Lane, Mullumbimby

P: 02 6684 2477 • E: advice@hungerfordlegal.com.au • www.hungerfordlegal.com.au

NOW MANAGED BY A NEW TEAM

Last week, Council issued a works certificate to allow the highly controversial Wallum 

urban development in Brunswick Heads to get underway on rare, pristine ecology. The 

Save Wallum responders say they are trained in non-violent direct action (NVDA), and 

are ‘determined to stop any works destroying this sacred place’. Mayor Michael Lyon 

used his slim casting vote to issue the work certificate, and was supported by Crs Mark 

Swivel, Asren Pugh and Alan Hunter. An alternative motion was lost, which aimed to keep 

the pressure on the developer Clarence Property,as well as state and federal politicians. 

Two tree-sits have been installed on the site, and organisers say ‘the community is ever-

watchful with a 24/7 peaceful vigil’. Photo Eve Jeffery
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