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Mayor backs down over 

Says he has Councillor numbers on Residential Strategy
Hans Lovejoy

Floodplain development to the 

south-east of Mullumbimby 

appears now off the table. 

Mayor Michael Lyon told 

residents in a Monday night Zoom 

meeting that he has the numbers 

on Council this Thursday to remove 

it from a 20-year Byron Shire hous-

ing strategy that aims for 4,522 

homes by 2041.

Most of the land put forward 

by Council for rezoning under that 

strategy is in Mullum, Bruns and 

Bangalow, with the target being 

higher than the state government 

is asking for.

Yet a blanket 11.5m, or three- to- 

four-storey height limit across new 

greenfield developments is still 

on the table, which appears to be 

another inclusion without public 

consultation. Currently it is 9m for 

most of Byron Shire. 

Remarkably, Cr Lyon told 

residents via Zoom he wasn’t sure if 

a 11.5m height limit was included in 

the Housing Options Paper, which 

was adopted by his slim majority 

on December 14 last year. 

That paper ‘informs’ The Resi-

dential Strategy 2041, which will be 

voted upon at Thursday’s Council 

meeting. Additionally, the strategy 

will not include 2022 flood data and 

relies on pre-flood strategies, like 

the Mullum Masterplan.  

The last-minute backdown by 

the mayor comes as flood-affected 

residents were preparing a cam-

paign against the inclusion of large 

lots near Argyle Street, included 

without public consultation. 

Dale Emerson from the Mullum 

Residents Association told The 

Echo he was thankful floodplain 

development was removed near 

Argyle Street, yet said there were 

many other questions the mayor 

was supplied with prior, that went 

unanswered at the Zoom meeting. 

And while the mayor says it is the 

‘single most important document 

that this Council will resolve on 

this term’, and has been ‘five years 

in the making’, the process leading 

to the Residential Strategy 2041 has 

seen significant changes with land 

inclusions/exclusions made after 

the public submission stage.

The mayor and planning staff 

Council’s Residential 
Strategy 2041:

Major rural land rezoning 

proposal – mainly in Mullum, 

Bruns and Bangalow – is likely 

to be passed at Thursday’s 

Council’s meeting  

Floodplain development 

in Mullum’s east now not 

included, says mayor

11.5m height (three storeys) 

proposed across rezonings, 

including some floodplains

Increased density proposed

Council’s process mired in 

secrecy, criticised for lack 

of consultation and ad hoc 

inclusions, and appears aimed at 

appeasing state govt demands

Lacks infrastructure provisions 
More than 100 cyclists donned their shoes, helmets and sunscreen for the annual World Naked Bike Ride event, 

held in Byron Bay on a beautiful Sunday afternoon. While many wore painted slogans in support of a clothes-

optional beach at Tyagarah, it was bicycles, with an odd skateboard, scooter, wheelchair and roller skate, 

that were the focus of the day. According to www.worldnakedbikeride.org, the event aims to put ‘a stop to the 

indecent exposure of people and the planet to cars and the pollution they create’. Photo Eve Jeffery

Aslan Shand

As calls for a date to be set for the 

NSW government’s promised Drug 

Summit continue, many locals 

questioned the costs involved in 

recent cannabis busts. Witnesses 

saw marijuana plants being loaded 

onto police vehicles at the Mul-

lumbimby High School oval last 

Wednesday.

While the police media spokes-

person was unable to say how 

many personnel or vehicles were 

involved in the raids, they were 

accompanied by a police helicopter 

that flight path information 

indicates flew down the coast from 

Coolangatta Airport. It appears 

the helicopter went straight to 

known growing sites, hovering near 

Lennox Head, Talofa, Bangalow, 

and Cabarita. 

Other locals who were witness-

ing the activity estimated that 

there were approximately six 

Landcruisers and 30 police officers 

involved in the raids, assisted by 

the helicopter.

Locals have called for police 

money to be instead spent more 

effectively on important police 

activities, such as domestic 

violence, theft and missing people, 

rather than on ‘some plants grow-

ing out of the ground that will 

likely be legalised soon and can be 

prescribed for headaches’.

‘This is part of the cannabis 

eradication program that the 

police do all the time,’ a police 

▶ Continued on page 3▶ Continued on page 3
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O’MEARA DENTAL
WELCOME DR HANNAH NILON-GRANT

Born and raised in the Northern Rivers, 
Hannah completed a Bachelor of Dental 
Science, in Orange, at Charles Sturt 
university, in 2016.

Friendly, empathetic, and caring Hannah 
delivers a high standard of personalised 
care to all patients. Passionate about all 
aspects of dentistry, especially, restorative, 
periodontics and children’s dentistry. She 
appreciates the strong link between oral 
health and general well-being.

Carbon Neutral since 2019

19/5 Easy St, Byron Bay
60 Stuart St, Mullumbimby
02 6694 3083 omearadental.com.au

Dr Marcus O’Meara B.D.S | Dr Louise Barr B.D.S | Dr Karl Batorski B.D.S
Dr Nicky Hale B.D.S | Mrs Rachel Andersson OHT | Ms Caitlin Wilkie OHTOPEN 7 DAYS

140 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay NSW 2481 | 02 6685 6874 | www.edenatbyron.com.au

Paradise for plant lovers

Bangalow Film Festival is now in full swing, and on Saturday a special 30th anniversary 

Priscilla was screened, along with a panel. Pictured are senior editor at The Guardian, Lucy 

Clark, with Priscilla artists Guntis Sics (sound), Cassie Hanlon (makeup) and Owen Paterson 

(production design). The festival is screening until March 16 – for more information visit 

www.bangalowfilmfestival.com.au. Photo Eve Jeffery

In March 2022, not-for-profits 

Engineers Without Borders 

Australia (EWB) and Holding 

Hands Under Ground (HHUG) 

joined forces to respond to 

the catastrophic floods that 

devastated the Northern 

Rivers community. 

EWB’s Isabella Fredheim 

told The Echo, ‘In June 2022, 

we mobilised volunteer engi-

neers from across the world 

to respond to the engineer-

ing needs of 112 expressions 

of interest for assistance 

from flood-affected Northern 

Rivers residents’.

‘This was the first time 

EWB mobilised engineering 

support to respond to a 

climate-related disaster in 

Australia. 

‘Two years on from the 

floods, we have had an 

opportunity to speak with 

residents and volunteers 

to learn what worked well, 

what did not, and where 

we could do better in the 

future to assist communities 

recover from disasters’.

She says the night 

includes a short film 

that shares the stories of 

flood-affected residents, 

documents the engineering 

response, and highlights the 

challenges experienced by 

residents and volunteers. 

‘EWB and HHUG will pre-

sent what they learned from 

the pilot project, and a panel 

discussion will be hosted 

by HHUG co-director, Ella 

Rose-Goninan, on how we 

can apply learnings from the 

2022 flood recovery response 

to future disasters, what 

support is required for com-

munities to thrive, and where 

to from here for the Northern 

Rivers community’. 

‘Ella will be joined on the 

panel by civil engineer and 

EWB volunteer, Dominic 

Cavanough (Cav), EWB chief 

engineer, Peter McArdle, 

Resilient Uki founder, Mela-

nie Bloor, and Richmond 

Landcare project officer, Ivy 

Young’.  

Paul Bibby 

Children and young people 

living in the region’s 

temporary emergency pod 

villages have been exposed 

to community and domestic 

violence, drug-affected 

residents, and arguments 

between neighbours, a year-

long study has found.

The study, conducted by 

the Office of the Advocate for 

Children and Young People 

(ACYP), reflected the voices 

of more than 630 children 

and young people affected 

by the 2022 Northern Rivers 

floods, including the 300 

living in the pod villages.

It recommends that the 

state government urgently 

develop an exit strategy for 

families and individuals in 

the villages to transition to 

more secure housing. 

‘It is important… that 

we work with government 

and community to review 

the current living situations 

of these children, young 

people and families’, ACYP’s 

Zoë Robinson said.

‘I have concerns about the 

ongoing impact…,’ she said.

Young people living in 

the pod villages said that 

they had witnessed the 

attendance of police or other 

emergency services owing to 

serious concerns, including 

domestic and family violence, 

arguments between residents 

and health-related concerns.

This had left them feeling 

unsafe.

Some said they had been 

unable to sleep, because the 

pod village sites were noisy 

at night, which impacted on 

their capacity to maintain a 

healthy routine and get up 

on time for school.

The study noted that 

during initial consultations 

with children and young 

people in early 2023, bore-

dom and the absence of any 

meaningful, age-appropriate 

activities at temporary pod 

villages was spoken about. 

However, there had 

subsequently been a positive 

increase in the number of 

activities that were being 

run for children and young 

people at many pod village 

sites. 

The final report following 

the study makes a series of 

recommendations, including 

that government undertake 

an evaluation of current 

disaster recovery and pre-

paredness responses, which 

complies with obligations 

under the UN Convention on 

the Rights of the Child.

It also recommends that 

there be an increase in the 

provision of school counsel-

lors at all schools across 

the Northern Rivers, as well 

as clinically-trained mental 

health practitioners special-

ising in working with young 

people in disaster recovery 

with support delivered in 

person by way of outreach.

Funding and resources 

needed to be provided for 

increased public transport 

across the region, and the 

application process for 

disaster recovery payments 

needed to be made more 

youth-friendly. 

A feasibility study into the 

implementation of a youth-

specific disaster recovery 

payment was also needed. 

‘It is essential that we 

listen to the children and 

young people who have been 

impacted by the disaster 

event and any ongoing work 

in government, community 

and business should be 

informed by these recommen-

dations,’ Ms Robinson said.

‘They have lived in pod 

villages; relocated to places 

away from their friends, 

community, and school. 

They have worked together 

as a community and stood 

tall when it has been hard to 

do so. They, like other young 

people across the state, are 

still recovering from the 

disaster event, but also have 

additional complexities that 

we need to understand. 

‘There is an important 

opportunity to lift these 

voices, include them in 

any policy and practice, 

and rebuild a community 

in a thoughtful and 

empathetic way.’

The Mullum pod village on Prince Street. Photo Hans Lovejoy

Engineers Without 
Borders and HHUG 
2022 flood project 
findings

A free event will be held 

Thursday, March 21, from 

5.30 until 8pm at the 

Mullum Drill Hall, located 

at 4 Jubilee Ave

The night includes a short 

film, a panel discussion 

and Q&A

RSVP via www.ewb.org.

au/northern-rivers-event
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spokesperson told The Echo. 

‘If cannabis is located at a 

house or a few houses, they 

wait until they have enough 

to conduct a burn so that 

they are efficient. It was local 

police involved in the can-

nabis eradication program.’

However, according to the 

14th National Drug Strategy 

Household Survey, the major-

ity of Australians do not sup-

port punitive action against 

people who use cannabis 

and support a health-based, 

rather than criminal response 

to the use of other drugs. 

Alice Salomon, Uniting’s 

Head of Media and Advocacy 

said, ‘The Australian Capital 

Territory recently became 

the first Australian jurisdic-

tion to decriminalise illicit 

drugs in small quantities’. 

‘In NSW the EDDI – the Early 

Drug Detection Initiative – has 

come into effect. Formerly 

proposed by the Coalition gov-

ernment and recently adopted 

by the current government, 

this scheme is a bipartisan 

recognition that the 23,000 

people arrested every year for 

drug use or possession in NSW 

(19,000 of whom go to court) 

would do better interacting 

with a health service, and in 

turn also free up police and 

court resources’.

Woman Sounds – Speak Up performed a flash mob piece to the crowds at Mullum Farmers Market as part of International 

Women’s Day (IWD). Photo Eve Jeffery

Secrecy around big budget police hunt for pot 

Major land rezoning doc tabled Thursday 
have also been criticised by residents’ 

groups for unnecessarily keeping public 

submissions secret, using lot numbers 

instead of addresses when referencing 

proposed land rezonings, ignoring 

reports that advise against floodplain 

development and cherry-picking cer-

tain lands over others.     

The peak body representing the 

Shire’s residents groups, Community 

Alliance for Byron Shire (CABS), are 

unhappy with Council’s Residential 

Strategy 2041 – see page 12. 

It also emerged at the mayor’s Zoom 

meeting that the government made 

it clear that if Council don’t provide 

required housing targets, they would 

interfere and potentially remove 

Council’s planning powers. Despite the 

threat, Cr Lyon said that as much needs 

to be done as possible given the acute 

housing shortage. 

No infrastructure audit
Regarding the capacity for the Shire to 

cope with the proposed housing, Council 

staff admit in the Residential Strategy 

2041 that reviews are yet to be under-

taken on its Capital Works Program and 

Developer Contribution Plans (page 29). 

An ‘infrastructure audit’ led by Council 

and the planning department is about 

to be undertaken, says the Residential 

Strategy 2041 (page 29), which will 

‘identify the key enabling infrastructure 

required to support residential growth 

areas within LGAs as identified in the 

respective Residential Strategy’.  

Mullum resident, Karl Allen, asked 

the mayor via Zoom when completed 

infrastructure reports will become 

public, given staff refuse to release them 

and infrastructure is struggling to cope. 

The mayor replied he didn’t think 

the reports should be secret, ‘but 

perhaps there’s a reason’ and said he 

will look into it. 

The mayor deflected questions 

around how Mullum’s water and 

sewage needs would be met.

▶ Continued from page 1

▶ Continued from page 1
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ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY RECALL

www.lghomebattery.com.au/isyourbatterysafe

productrecall@lgensol.com.au

www.solaxpower.com.au/electrical-safety-recall/

service@solaxpower.com

llnr.com.au/whatson

Mullum Ex-Services staff Kelly, GM Andrew Spice and Mandy with the new furniture 

delivered to the club last week, as part of extensive renovations. Photo Eve Jeffery

After months of anticipation, 

Mullum Ex-Services Club says 

it is proud to announce the 

completion of an extensive 

$4.5 million renovation, 

which ‘combines modern 

amenities, comfort, and 

community spirit’.

The doors will open on 

Friday, March 15, and manage-

ment say ‘the transformed 

club promises an unparalleled 

experience for members and 

the community alike’.

General Manager Andrew 

Spice says in addition to 

the renovations, the club 

is ‘committed to its role 

as a cornerstone of the 

community, contributing 

approximately $25,000 annu-

ally through club grants and 

sponsorships’. 

‘The project will sus-

tain employment for 20 

dedicated staff members and 

support the livelihoods of 20 

local contractor businesses 

that work directly for or 

within the club. This ongoing 

commitment underscores 

Mullumbimby Ex-Services 

Club’s dedication to sup-

porting local initiatives and 

fostering economic growth 

within the community’.

Ex-Services Club unveils renos

What’s new:
Over $200,000 in new 

furnishings

State-of-the-art TVs and 

sound systems

New bar, TAB and service 

areas

New outdoor deck and 

children’s playground

Goonengerry residents still 
impacted by 2022 landslide 
Residents awaiting the completion of the 

Federal Drive reconstruction have highlighted 

the impacts of losing connections to the hin-

terland village two years after the 2022 floods. 

Council staff confirmed with The Echo that 

contractors are aiming for completion at the 

end of April, dependent on weather.

Goonengerry resident, Melissa Begg, told 

The Echo, ‘The Federal/Goonengerry com-

munity and businesses have been separated 

now for over two years since the February 

2022 floods by the landslip on Federal Drive 

to Goonengerry’. 

‘Council took an inexplicable 12 months 

after the event to get the tender out for the 

reconstruction and repair, and we were told it 

would be about 12 months after that, before 

the road would open, and a likelihood of at 

least one lane open before that timeframe’. 

Federal Store takings down
The assistant manager of the Federal 

Store told The Echo that the road closure had 

impacted the business considerably. 

‘Takings are down 37 per cent, but to get 

any assistance, we would need to have been 

at 40 per cent,’ they said.

They agreed that many customers travel to 

Mullum instead because of the road closure.

Melissa says, ‘In the 2017 cyclone, we lost 

the same road for two years after a landslip in 

exactly the same place. 

‘Council were told by local farmers – the 

elderly people up here, whose families have 

been here for generations, the road should 

not have been built through the hill in the first 

place, and that they should not rebuild the 

road there again, because there is a spring at 

the top of the hill’. 

‘It causes massive instability, and there 

was an existing lower road around that the 

locals told them to upgrade instead as the 

proper access between the villages’. 

She said Council ignored locals, and ‘built 

the current road configuration and decom-

missioned that former road’. 

Council’s media spokesperson replied, ‘In 

relation to the geotechnical investigation, 

the damage to the roadway from the 2022 

event was far more extensive than from the 

2017 event, and while the 2017 event repairs 

remained relatively intact within the larger 

2022 failure, their demolition was required to 

undertake stabilisation and reconstruction of 

the 2022 event damage’.

‘Part of the repair solution for the 2022 

event damage involves tapping the spring, 

and providing drainage relief structures to 

avoid damage from the spring in future.

Lower road unsupported
‘Geotechnical inspections and advice did 

not support the opening up of the lower road, 

as this still would have involved subsurface 

drainage works and landslip stabilisation of 

the lower road, in addition to those currently 

being undertaken on Federal Drive.

‘We appreciate residents and busi-

nesses’ patience, while the work has been 

undertaken. As you can appreciate this is an 

extremely complex job’.

Melissa added, ‘Families trying to get their 

kids to the local schools and daycare, etc. in 

Goonengerry and Federal are also massively 

affected, and the total loss of community 

social cohesion is very demoralising over 

such a long period’.  

The Federal Drive road to Goonengerry after 

the 2022 flood. Photo supplied
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SECRET SOUNDS PRESENTS THE 22ND ANNUAL MUSIC & ARTS FESTIVAL

BYRON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
69 JONSON STREET
SUN 17 MAR 10AM - 4PM

LoCALs TiCKET SALE
RESIDENTS WITH POSTCODES 2477 THRU 2490 
EXCLUSIVE SPECIAL LOCALS PRICE - ONE DAY ONLY

can't get to byron town?
PURCHASE ONLINE SAME DAY & TIME VIA MOSHTIX.COM.AU
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Big family Kaleido fun day May 5  
Aslan Shand

Following the success of 

Blue on Burringbar Festival 

in Mullumbimby last year, 

the Mullumbimby Chamber 

of Commerce and Creative 

Mullum are putting on a fun, 

interactive community event 

this year on Sunday, May 5.

The Kaleido Mullumbimby 

event is looking to create 

a great family afternoon as 

well as light up the town’s 

main street and laneways. 

Festival organiser, Steve 

Drake, says, ‘Kaleido Mul-

lumbimby was created as a 

way to build a stronger com-

munity, and build a better 

place by bringing people 

together, sparking creativity, 

joy and openness through 

the arts and music’.

Each of the four lane ways 

off the main street will be 

‘activated’ in a different way 

encouraging young people 

and their families to come 

and get involved, have fun 

and have new experiences. 

This will be complemented by 

a hip hop workshop, a lan-

tern-making workshop and 

a picnic feel throughout the 

main street that encourages 

families to relax, connect, and 

support local businesses. 

‘Local businesses on the 

main street can open up, the 

main street closure allows 

other local businesses to 

apply for a spot to trade 

and all the food options 

throughout the afternoon will 

be supplied by local cafes and 

restaurants,’ explained Jenelle 

Stanford from the Mullum 

Chamber of Commerce.

They are currently looking 

for local businesses and 

supporters to come on board 

and fund the various events 

that will be taking place 

in both the lead up to the 

festival and throughout the 

afternoon and evening. 

‘The great range of 

events, activities and fun 

laneway activities can be 

sponsored which is a great 

way to get your business 

name out and recognised in 

the community,’ said Jenelle.

‘We are looking for both 

volunteers to get involved, 

and financial partners to 

help us make this happen.’

The day will run from 4 

to 8pm, with music on the 

main stage throughout the 

evening. 

To find out how to get 

involved or sponsor an activ-

ity look up www.kaleidomul-

lumbomby.org.au or contact 

Janelle on stationery.mul-

lumnews@gmail.com or 

pone 0418 487 178.

LP
18
01

Flickerfest winners announced
Local winners of the Flick-

erfest Byron All Shorts film 

competition were announced 

after 13 screenings on 

Saturday, Feburary 2 at the 

Mullumbimby Civic Hall. 

The event is part of Flick-

erfest’s 40-venue national 

tour, which is run by Mullum-

bimby residents Bronwyn 

Kidd and Shane Rennie. They 

say the winners were selected 

by a jury of acclaimed local 

film practitioners, including 

producers Kath Shelper, Tim 

Maddocks and writer/director 

Gemma Lee. 

Best short film went to 

Jahvis and Nahra Loveday’s 

film, Djalbuyan Nahra; the 

jury award for emerging 

talent went to Alisha 

Doherty Hough for Trinket; 

audience award for best 

short film went to Jahvis 

and Nahra Loveday’s film, 

Djalbuyan Nahra. Special 

jury award went to  Karenza 

Ebejer and Mitch King’s film, 

Coming Home - Stories Of 

Bandjalang Elders. Special 

mention of the jury went to 

One Vision Productions & 

Cabbage Tree Island youth 

for their film, Coming Home - 

Cabbage Tree Island.

The Byron Seniors Festival kicked off with a bang on Monday, with 50 elderly folk playing 

and dancing during the Elder Beats: Drumming workshop, led by Gareth Jones (centre) 

from Sound Synergy. Photo Eve Jeffery

Cost shifting excluded in 

Paul Bibby

An independent review of 

the financial model applying 

to local government in NSW 

would seem at first glance to 

be a welcome opportunity 

for councils such as Byron.

It might finally force the 

state government to face 

some of the structural inequi-

ties, such as cost shifting, that 

have impacted Byron Shire 

and other shires for decades.

But it seems the review, 

to be undertaken by the 

Independent Pricing and 

Regulatory Tribunal (IPART), 

may not be quite what Byron 

and other smaller councils 

were hoping for.

The terms of reference 

for the review have been 

released to local councils by 

the state government in draft 

form, and Byron Council staff 

are not well pleased.

In an at-times scathing 

assessment of the terms 

contained in the agenda to 

this week’s council meeting, 

staff argue that they do not 

in fact address the financial 

model of local govern-

ment – i.e. how councils are 

financed.

‘There is no reference to, 

or accounting for the impact 

of cost shifting; the inequi-

table distribution of taxes, 

such as the methodology 

for calculating the Financial 

Assistance Grant program; or 

the burden of rates exemp-

tions on other ratepayers,’ 

Council’s Director Corporate 

and Community Services 

Esmeralda Davis says.

Analysis ignored
Ms Davis further states that 

the proposed review appears 

to disregard IPART’s previous 

analysis of the method used 

to calculate council rates.

This evaluation recom-

mended that the method 

be amended to be fairer to 

councils, and that they be 

allowed more freedom to 

implement alternative fund-

ing mechanisms.

‘The draft terms of refer-

ence are devoid of these 

matters, and rather shift 

the focus onto councillor 

and community visibility 

over the financial and 

operational performance of 

the councils,’ Ms Davis said 

in her written report.

Ms Davis implored the 

review to identify measures 

that could enhance the 

financial resilience of coun-

cils, and to include the issue 

of cost shifting.

‘Cost shifting to the extent 

of $1.36 billion… is imposed 

on NSW councils, yet for 

some reason is not included 

as a consideration for a 

review of the NSW council 

financial model,’ she said.

Byron councillors will 

debate and then vote on 

the staff recommendations 

regarding the draft terms 

of reference at this week’s 

meeting.

Last year’s Blue on Burringbar Festival. Photo supplied

It’s a… bash!
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Here 
for you.

Authorised J Elliot, ALP, Tweed Heads South

(07) 5523 4371
justineelliot.com.au
justine.elliot.mp@aph.gov.au
facebook.com/JustineElliotMP

Justine Elliot MP
Federal Member for Richmond

Energy bill relief

Cheaper medicines

Cheaper child care

More bulk billing

More income support

The biggest boost to 
Rent Assistance in 30 years

AND LABOR IS 
ALSO DELIVERING:

Justine Elliot and Anthony Albanese

FROM 1 JULY

LABOR IS GIVING EVERY
AUSTRALIAN TAXPAYER

A TAX CUT
Find out your tax cut with our online tax cut calculator: www.treasury.gov.au/tax-cuts/calculator
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Chinderah Community 

Hub receives $1,000 

donation

The Chinderah Community 

Hub came about as a result of 

the 2022 floods in response 

to the community’s need for 

support and to help provide 

provisions to people impacted. 

Release of first koala 

to take part in vaccine 

trial
Currumbin Wildlife Hospital 

has officially released ‘Anne 

Chovee’, the first wild Gold 

Coast koala to take part in its 

chlamydia vaccine program.

Wellbeing nurses to 

support more students 

in Lismore
Lismore MP Janelle Saffin 

says more students across 

the Lismore electorate will 

have access to vital wellbeing 

support at school, after the 

state government committed 

$60 million over four years to 

continue the Wellbeing and 

Health In-reach Nurse (WHIN) 

Coordinator program.

Tweed health services 

coming closer to home
The Tweed Heads community 

will benefit from a range 

of community-based and 

outreach health services to 

be delivered under one roof 

on the site of the current 

Tweed Hospital, after hospital 

services transfer to the Tweed 

Valley Hospital later this year.

New Tweed Regional 
Gallery shows 
celebrate diversity
Four new exhibitions interro-

gating ideas of self through the 

use of portraiture, movement 

and the body will be on display 

at the Tweed Regional Gallery 

as part of the gallery’s Autumn 

exhibition series.

Lismore and Yamato 

Takada – celebrating 60 

years as sister cities
It has been 60 years since 

the Japanese city Yamato 

Takada and Lismore have been 

creating connection, under-

standing, and respect between 

each city and culture.

www.echo.net.au

MDNC is inviting community members to be trained 
as volunteers, ready to assist in disaster response 
and recovery within the Byron Shire.
This project will provide support, training, and insurance for those willings t w upport, trainin ose wis proje
to step forward and lend a hand when our community needs it most. It ste rd a d when our community needs it mos
celebrates the strength of our collective resolve and the power of individuals eb stren ective resolve and t
coming together to make a difference. In honouring the spirit of unity and min to ma e spirit e. In honour

that lies ahead, knowing that, together, we are strongeat lie owing that er. are s

In collaboration with the Tomorrow Ready Volunteer Training Project, we n collab  the Tomorrow lun
offer you an opportunity to become part of a team committed to becomingoffer you nity to become par am

ready. As volunteers, you’ll have the chance to be supported to make disaster re unteers, you’ll have the c anc
ce. Interested? Here’s what you need:a difference ed? Here’s what you need:

• Be 18 or olderBe 18 or 

• Have a reliable email and pa relia phonema

• ady for online and in-person training (we can help with online support)Read onlin tan

• bility  to be deployed in Byron ShireFlexib be dde

By joining Community Ready Project, you’re not just lending a hand; you’re 
gaining valuable skills and experiences!  With training provided by Tomorrow 
Ready and Community Ready Project,  you’ll be equipped to handle logistics, 
food aid, and more during crises. Here’s a taste of what you’ll learn:

•

• Emergency management

• Disaster risk management

• Logistics coordination

• Team leadership

55 Dalley Street , Mullumbimby NSW 2482 
Phone: 02 6684 1286
Email: volunteers@mdnc.org.au
Web: mdnc.org.au

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
Next steps:
If you’re interested in Community Ready Project, please contact us 
on the below phone or email and we’ll follow up with a link to ‘Be 

training opportunities!

Courtney: Ph 0499 457 466
Sylvia: volunteers@mdnc.org.au

Join us in contributing to making
a difference in our community!

North Coast News

Aslan Shand

Byron Markets was awarded 

a five-year licence to run the 

Lennox Head market in Janu-

ary 2021 but they are calling 

it quits at the end of March 

after just two years. 

‘Byron Markets regrets 

to announce that we’ve 

made the difficult decision 

not to renew the licence 

for the Lennox Community 

Market, effective after its final 

market on Easter Sunday, 

31 March 2024,’ said Graham 

Double, Markets Manager, 

Byron Markets in a recent 

media release. 

‘We have faced significant 

challenges for over two 

years to make this market a 

success and unfortunately 

finances have not been suf-

ficient to sustain the market.’

Ballina Shire Council 

(BSC) awarded the Byron 

Community Centre the five-

year licence for operation 

of the Lennox Head market 

after calling for expressions 

of interest. 

What does the 
community want?

‘Whilst the closure of the 

market is not something that 

has been planned, it does 

present an opportunity for 

Council to complete sched-

uled field improvements 

at Williams Reserve,’ a BSC 

spokesperson told The Echo. 

‘It is anticipated that 

these improvements will 

commence in September 

2024 following the end of the 

winter sports season. In the 

meantime, future community 

market activity on Williams 

Reserve will be considered 

through a review of the man-

agement framework for the 

reserve. We will be looking 

to undertake this work in the 

second half of 2024.’

Mr Double expressed his 

appreciation for both the 

Lennox Head community and 

stallholders who had made 

the market possible.

‘We extend our gratitude 

to all who contributed, espe-

cially our valued stallholders, 

and look forward to com-

munity spirit thriving at our 

Byron markets: Community, 

Beachside and Twilight.’

Evans Head 
man charged 
with murder
Police on the Northern Rivers 

have charged a 39-year-old 

man with murder in relation 

to the discovery of a woman’s 

body in a car at Evans Head 

on Friday.

Officers say the accused is 

known to his alleged victim.

Richmond Police District 

officers went to a unit on 

Park Street, Evans Head, at 

8.10am Friday in response to 

a call for concern for welfare.

When they arrived, they 

found the body of a 60-year-

old woman in the boot of 

a car.

They say they arrested a 

39-year-old man at the scene 

before taking him to Ballina 

Police Station.

The accused man faces 

charges of murder (domestic 

violence) and improperly 

interfering with a corpse 

or human remains and 

has spent the weekend in 

custody.

Australian Associated 

Press reports the man was 

refused bail on Saturday and 

is due to face court again on 

24 April.

He’s been identified as 

39-year-old man Jeramy 

James Massie.

Last Lennox Market on 31 March

Byron Markets has said it is no longer financially viable to 

run the Lennox Community Market. Photos Natalie Grono
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Local News

MULLUM AUTUMN PLANT FAIR 2024

FOOD FOREST AREA
9am  Acknowledgement of country
9.10–9.20am Yoga Nidra And Tai Chi
9.30–9.50am  Workshop Seedsavers Seed Swap
10–10.50am  Syntropic Gardening
11–11.50am  Bundjalung Bushfoods - Delta Kay
12–12.50pm  Live Music With Maddy Monacelli
1–1.10pm  Raffle Draw
1–2pm  Live Music

ROTUNDA & KIDS SPACE
Meet here for kids activities and seniors fest

9.30–9.50am  Kids – Hero’s Of The Vegetable Patch
10am  Kids – The Wisdom Tree With Mother Earth Educators
10am  Bush Medicine Workshop With The Deadly Sisters
10am  Seniors Morning Tea/ Flower Planting
10.30–10.40am Autumn Steiner Puppet Show
11–11.50am  Biggest Little Town Choir
11am–1.30pm Workshop Seed Raising Mix
12.30am–1pm   Kids Eco Awareness With Leeroy

REFOREST NOW WORKSHOP SPACE
9.30–9.50am  Reforest Now Nursery Tour
10–10.50am  Harry Moult  “Living Soil” Hands

On Workshop
11.30am–12.20pm   Reforest Now Plant ID Workshopopoppppppppppp
1–1.20pm  Groprod Tree Guard Workshop

Raffle Prizes include
Rainforest 

Tour Voucher
Byron Bush 
Foods Trees
Good Happy 

Kombucha Cartons
Plants

Garden Tools
Superfeast Bundles

EV
EN

T P
RO

GR
AM

Sunday 17 March
Mullum Community Gardens

Wallum Q&A with Clarence Property CEO 
Hans Lovejoy

Will digging frog ponds and 

installing nest boxes really 

make a difference to the 

damage that large-scale 

development will have on 

the rare and endangered 

Wallum heathland in Bruns? 

Buckle in peeps – Clar-

ence Property CEO, Simon 

Kennedy, answered Echo

questions around conten-

tious plans to construct 123 

luxury home sites over an 

endangered frog area.

Q) As part of Mayor Michael 

Lyon’s Council motion when 

the works certificate was 

issued, he ‘invited’ you to 

explore further modifica-

tions. Have his negotiation 

efforts been persuasive – 

and what were they?

‘The mayor has extended 

this invitation and Clarence 

Property have responded 

in good faith and met on 

a number of occasions to 

consider options. 

‘This is an approved 

development, so any modi-

fications from here are not 

straightforward matters and 

positive discussions with the 

mayor are ongoing’. 

Q) Your media release 

last week says you have 

amended the masterplan 

and engineering plans, etc. 

yet James Barrie who is 

leading the Save Wallum 

campaign, says these are 

not new amendments, and 

were part of the 2021 DA – 

is that correct?

‘That is not correct. 

There has been significant 

developer-led changes to 

the design of the develop-

ment – from the concept 

approved layout through to 

the DA application, and then 

post-DA during the assess-

ment process. 

‘All of these changes 

have been driven by on-site 

ecologist observations 

and sensitivity to the most 

ecologically valuable areas of 

the site as a whole’. 

Mr Kennedy referred to 

Annexure A, which highlights 

the changes that were made 

over time, ‘pre-and post-DA 

application’.

James Barrie replies: 

‘From what I can tell, there’s 

been an amendment to 

create a very slight kink in the 

road in the west now, instead 

of slicing through the male 

wallum sedge frog swamp 

habitat in the west. I can’t see 

any other change since the 

2021 DA’.

Q) Also Mr Barrie is 

critical of the proposal 

because the ‘protected 

areas’ are also earmarked 

for clearing for frog pond 

excavation – he says these 

have a very high failure rate. 

He estimates up to a third 

of the protected areas will 

be cut into. If correct, how 

much of the protected areas 

will be disturbed/cleared?

‘These statements are not 

correct. The proposed frog 

ponds have a demonstrated 

history of success and our 

consultants, Australian 

Wetlands Consulting (AWC), 

are leading experts in this 

field having worked with 

both councils and private 

landowners on a wide variety 

of such projects. 

‘The most notable exam-

ple is at the Aura estate on 

the Sunshine Coast, where 

AWC has worked on the crea-

tion of significant frog habi-

tat that has been monitored 

and certified by University of 

the Sunshine Coast’.

James Barrie replies: ‘Aura 

was a massive site, with a 

massive population of wallum 

sedge frogs, translocated to 

a massive pond zone, very 

different situation to Wallum, 

and not the same coffee rock 

substrate. Longitudinal suc-

cess of Aura is still to be proven 

as long-term monitoring 

hasn’t occurred yet’.

‘Local AWC ponds have 

failed to support threatened 

species and are the subject of 

critique by leading ecologists’.

Mr Kennedy continues, 

‘The suggested estimates 

are also incorrect. No trees 

or existing habitats will be 

cleared for creation of the 

proposed frog ponds. This 

habitat will be created in the 

cleared and degraded tracks 

that have been formed over 

many years by walkers, 4x4s, 

motorbikes, etc’. 

‘The drawings in the 

recently approved vegetation 

management plan show these 

in more detail and we have 

included extracts of these at 

Annexure B for easy reference. 

‘The existing bare tracks 

are visible in the background 

images and these drawings 

clearly show that no clearing 

of habitat or trees is required 

for frog habitat creation’. 

Mr Barrie says: ‘glossy 

black cockatoos (GBCs) are 

the major target species for 

the offset nest boxes and 

they are well documented 

to not take up artificial 

hollows on mainland 

Australia, and they won’t 

even take up natural ones 

at the height class these 

ones will be set at’.

‘No breeding habitat for 

GBCs will be impacted by 

the development. We are 

working with the leading 

Australian experts on GBC 

habitat as part of their 

ongoing efforts to assist GBC 

habitat creation. 

‘Any new habitat created 

will be a significant ‘win’ 

for the future of GBCs in the 

Northern Rivers. 

‘Clarence Property is 

committed to exceeding our 

consent condition obliga-

tions for hollow and nest 

box creation and will create 

at least 16 GBC breeding 

hollows/nest boxes at the 

site among at least 50 new 

breeding habitats to be 

created’. 

James Barrie replies: ‘Obvi-

ously these will not be used by 

the target species, GBC’. 

Mr Kennedy continues, 

‘The hollow creation method 

we’re using is considered 

best-practice globally and 

has demonstrated that 

newly created hollows are 

investigated or used within 

hours of their creation’. 

James Barrie replies: 

‘That “investigation” was by 

common brushtail possums’. 

‘Best practice globally, 

as reported by the hollow 

makers/installers themselves, 

is retention of living habitat’.

The cleared area in Bayside that Clarence Property wants to develop is home to multiple 

flora and fauna which is considered threatened, yet was approved by the NSW Regional 

Planning Panel and subsequently Byron Shire Council. Photo supplied

The Echo acknowledges the people of the Bundjalung nation as the traditional 
custodians of this land and extends respect to elders past, present and future. 
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Annexure A, which shows the latest proposal post-DA 

application, says the developer. The lots have been reduced 

from 151 to 123. 

Annexure B  – Vegetation management plan of the frog 

ponds, as supplied by the developer.
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Comment North Coast news online

The case for natural parks
B etween One Mile Beach and 

Big Rocky Island, just south of 

Nelson Bay, lies the stunning 

Samurai Beach, a part of the Tomaree 

National Park. 

Nestled behind the dunes is the 

four-wheel-drive-only authorised 

campground, where you can pitch 

a tent, or fancier if you can make it 

through the soft sand at low tide. 

We have often camped there, lulled 

to sleep by the surf and the gulls. 

However, there is one aspect of 

this beach and campground that may 

strike visitors as strange. 

Stark naked people. Unclothed 

men, women and children basking in 

their birthday suits, all nice and legal 

and friendly. It is a family tradition for 

many, and last time we were there, we 

met a group with four generations, all 

just perfecting the art of skinny dipping 

and hanging out and about. 

But here in Byron Bay, National Parks 

says they want to shut down the only 

clothes-optional beach between Nelson 

Bay and Papua New Guinea because it 

is ‘not consistent with their values’. 

Hypocritical bullshit 
So, let’s get this clear. It is consistent 

with their values in Port Stephens, 

because it is obviously so much more 

free, and hippy, and renowned as a 

centre of counter culture. 

I’ve been to Nelson Bay many 

times, and I have never seen a single 

dreadlock. 

Or a person under 65. So, National 

Parks, stop with the hypocritical 

bullshit about ‘values’. 

If you really cared about your core 

values, like protecting wildlife, you 

might actually put some resources into 

dog patrols. 

And nakedness is, actually, natural. 

Humans are the only animals to wear 

clothes in case you haven’t noticed, 

and if the environment is what 

national parks are all about then not 

wearing any coverings seems extraor-

dinarily apt to me. Grrr. 

There is a protest history here 

– Mandy was MC and I was legal 

observer. 

People fought long and hard for 

the right to swim naked in our Shire, 

including arrests, fines and ongoing 

cat-and-mouse with boys/girls in blue. 

I’d be the first to say that Tyagarah 

Beach is not the ideal location. Isola-

tion is a double-edged sword. 

This was all canvassed when it was 

created, and it was meant to be a lot 

closer to Belongil. It was placed further 

north than planned, to account for 

children playing at the creek mouth. 

But it is there, and when you clamber 

down the sand you can either go right 

for rude, or left for coy, and there is 

CCTV, onanists are reported by the 

regulars, the local police are not aware 

of any issues in recent times and there 

is usually plenty of paid parking. 

So, unless Council or National 

Parks can come up with a better site, 

like Wategos, or Main Beach, then 

just leave it be. Of course, some local 

residents don’t like it – but anyone who 

purchased in the last 25 years knew it 

was there so they cannot claim to be 

ambuscaded. 

But if National Parks remain stuck 

in the 1950s, then Council can and 

should act. There are two ways a beach 

can become clothing-optional. The 

first is via statutory determination 

by the state government – like Lady 

Jane beach in Sydney, and the second 

is where a local council determines 

to create one. Like Tyagarah Beach 

was. So Byron Council are seemingly 

washing their hands with ink. They 

may not have power over that site, but 

they can still make any Council beach 

clothing-optional just by a vote to erect 

(sic) signs. And at the very least they 

could ask the state government to save 

Tyagarah by designation. 

There are other solutions we could 

mull over. Perhaps the simplest would 

be to make all beaches in the Shire 

clothes-optional, except in designated 

areas, say close to houses or within 200 

metres of the flags. 

Because it is worth remember-

ing the consequences of blanket 

prohibition are enforcement and 

criminalisation. 

I acted for people charged with 

‘wilfully exposing their person’ before 

a very old-school magistrate in Byron 

Bay. They took delight in handing 

out prison terms, massive fines and 

criminal records. 

If we are left with no free bathing 

areas, then it is inevitable that there 

will be policing and arrests and 

penalties with all the angst that goes 

with this. 

And after all, what we are really 

talking about here is mostly penises. 

Breasts have long ago lost their 

offensive taint, and many women 

these days wear swimwear that, from 

behind at least, is invisibly hidden in 

the nether regions. 

A Qld researcher could not find 

a single example of a woman being 

arrested for this crime in that state 

(although there have been here). 

I am hopeful that we have matured 

to the point that just one strip (sic) 

of sand could bare (sic) the horrors 

of exposed ‘persons’. Really, half 

the population has one, even John 

Howard. 

In 1883, the Sydney Police Act 

prohibited any swimming in the sea 

in daylight hours at all. There were 

bathing machines like huge wagons on 

rails so that women could swim in utter 

privacy. Topless women were being 

prosecuted in the 1970s. My fellow 

columnist, Richard Jones, was arrested 

(but acquitted) in Sydney. Let’s not 

be the first place in Australia to turn 

back the times by some sort of prudish 

game of pass-the-parcel between 

Council and National Parks. 

We already have nude surfing 

competitions, nude bike rides, V days 

on main beach and beautiful drone 

overhead shots of protesting naked 

people. Much more is available on 

every mobile phone with just a touch.  

Surely, we can have one beach 

patch somewhere in Byron where it is 

legal for people to swim au naturale. 

 David Helipern is a former magis-

trate and is now Dean of Law at SCU.

The rezoning of high-value agricultural land for future housing – 

some on floodplains – is likely to be rushed through at Thursday’s 

Council meeting with last-minute tinkering – see page 1. 

The Residential Strategy 2041 has been a complex beast for 

those following it, and no one can honestly say the plan is the 

result of good process. Or that they are across all the details. 

The mayor admitted as much in his Zoom meeting on Monday 

– as one example, he was unaware that a 11.5m height increase 

across all future greenfield developments is now included in 

the strategy. 

During the Zoom, he verified with Council’s planning director, 

Shannon Burt, via text, that it had been included in the previous 

Housing Options Paper (HOP). That document ‘informs’ the new 

strategy. Residents in the Zoom meeting disagreed, saying it’s 

a new addition. Are you still with us? If you search the HOP for 

‘11.5m’, there is only reference to the Mullum hospital site, and a 

vague aspiration around infill on page 22. 

Did the community ask for a blanket 11.5m height limit increase? 

We are told that we asked for higher density by Ms Burt.

Anyway, here’s some of what’s contained within the strategy 

which isn’t covered in the page 1 story:

 From page 72, expect more houses as follows: New Brighton, 

Ocean Shores, South Golden Beach up to 619 (currently 7,146); 

Brunswick Heads up to 604 (currently 1,936); The Saddle Road up 

to 1,504 (no data available at profile.id.com.au); Mullumbimby 

up to 1,417 (currently 4,256); Bangalow up to 861 (currently 2,813); 

Byron Bay/Sunrise up to 1,236 (currently 6,356); Suffolk Park up to 

295 (currently 4,555). 

 Ms Burt has released the names and street names of residents 

whose public submissions articulated strong opposition to 

rezoning Mullum floodplains, 139 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay, and 

64 Corkwood Crescent, Suffolk Park. This is at odds with Council’s 

stated policy that privacy concerns prevents them from being 

released. 

 Three-storey floodplain development is proposed at the Mullum 

pod village site on Prince Street. Council land, Lot 22, located near 

the Mullum Community Gardens, was abandoned as a housing 

project because of flooding fears, yet neighbouring similar low-

lying land is in the strategy (1660-1634 Coolamon Scenic Drive). 

 Alternative housing forms and models are proposed – 

50m2 ‘micro home’ lots, intentional communities, pocket 

neighbourhoods, seniors and disability housing communities, live 

and work spaces, and new-generation boarding houses.

 Council’s Affordable Housing Contribution Scheme will likely 

apply to 20 per cent of all new rezonings. Yet like infrastructure, 

there isn’t much detail on how it will be achieved and is being 

worked out on the fly. 

Hans Lovejoy, editor

Personal Injury Claim Specialists: 

• Workers Compensation
• Motor Vehicle Claims
• Public Liability

• Medical Negligence
• Death Benefit Claims
• Superannuation Claims
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‘What we are really talking about 
here is mostly penises. Breasts have 

.’
David Heilpern
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Water meter outrage
The Echo’s article about 

the Rous County Council 

(RCC) water meter flowback 

prevention device was very 

timely. We are about to be 

slammed $200 extra a year. 

Where we are, in Eureka, 

the majority of homes are on 

one-acre blocks, and while 

zoned rural, are rated resi-

dential with no rural activity 

on them at all. We have been 

here for over 20 years, and 

some neighbours have been 

in residence for nearly 40 

years, and there has been no 

flowback or water problems 

in all that time.

After approaching Rous 

Water over this matter I was 

told that there is no option 

but to cop it. We have a 

water easement on our one-

acre property but there is no 

compensation from RCC for 

their use of our land.

I agree with Alex Heath-

wood that the cost should 

be shared across the whole 

of the RCC water system as 

all of the community will 

benefit from the installation 

of these meters.

Phill Clark

Eureka

Trees and birds to 

When I heard that the council 

had new plans for Burringbar 

Street, I was curious to see 

what that plan was. I was 

shocked to see that with so 

many threats to Australian 

wildlife, those plans include 

cutting down all the palm 

trees in the street to replant 

natives. I am not wholly 

convinced that those palms 

trees aren’t native but even 

if they aren’t, they do home 

hundreds of native lorikeets. 

Indeed there are so many 

birds living in those trees, 

and it is such an amazing 

spectacle that when we have 

family from overseas visiting, 

we take them to marvel at 

them coming into roost at 

sunset.

So my next step was to 

get onto the feedback form 

to council to state my point 

of view.

If you think that destroy-

ing hundreds of bird homes 

is an ill-conceived idea 

please fill in the form and let 

council know. Go to https://

tinyurl.com/3ynzf5kd to have 

your say.

Sara Simpson

Ocean Shores 

Having worked at the Ford 

dealership in Mullum while 

my wife ran an art and craft 

shop in Mullum, and having 

lived on the old stock route 

in Mullum and on the Middle 

Pocket Road, Billinudgel, I 

can’t believe what I read on 

page one of The Echo, March 

6: ‘Overhaul proposed for 

Mullum’s main street’.

Leave it as it is, what is 

there is simply what Mullum 

represents.

We retraced our roots 

today and drove through 

Mullum and our other past 

property locations: it must 

stay as it is.

Stewart Edwards

Hobart, TAS

Cannabis
I’m not sure Andrew Hall 

understands how politics 

works if he is blaming the 

Greens for cannabis not 

being decriminalised yet. 

That’s actually up to the 

government in power, which 

is Labor, not Greens (so far!).

The Greens are doing 

everything they can to 

push federal parliament to 

decriminalise cannabis, but 

they can only do so much 

when both major parties 

continue to oppose it. 

If you’re upset by their 

resistance on this (or their 

support for skyrocketing 

rents, new coal and gas 

approvals, or tax cuts for the 

rich), make sure you vote 

Greens next time!

M Morgan

Mullumbimby

I understand the owners of 

floodplain land wanting to 

fill and develop for money, 

and who work secretly with 

Byron Council (who are very 

good at secret discussions) 

to achieve this.

However, Ms Bandini’s 

claim that it’s not flood 

water, only storm water, that 

enters her farm is unbeliev-

able and a moot point.

Any water, regardless 

of description, in excess 

amounts with inadequate 

egress will lead to damage to 

surrounding property, exist-

ing homes, and lives.

Hon. Bill Shorten’s inquiry 

into Natural Disasters 

2011 stated that trying to 

distinguish between storm 

water and flood water is 

antiquated and archaic and 

should be eliminated from 

discussions.

Including Ms Bandini’s 

land in the residential strat-

egy would not be the only 

way to fund flood/drainage 

problems, as she claims. 

These are emotional scare 

tactics.

Mr Stenning claims there 

will be a buffer zone between 

the Ann Street homes and 

the development. What 

sort of buffer will stop flood 

water? Any water? Lismore 

levees?

Any future development 

in Mullumbimby should 

cease until drainage from 

east Saltwater Creek, New 

City Rd trunk drain, Kings 

Creek, and south Brunswick 

River plus all town drains 

and sewerage are updated.

There should be a mora-

torium on all development 

until the 2022 flood data 

can be included in decision 

making. 2022 proved that all 

too violently.

Marlene Crompton

Mullumbimby

Could I suggest that all flood-

affected residents in Mullum-

bimby turn up to the Byron 

Council chambers by 8.30am 

for the next meeting on 14 

March? Everyone should wear 

bright coloured tape on their 

legs, bodies or heads, indicat-

ing the level of flood water 

they had on their properties 

in the 2022 flood event. 

Maybe then those council-

lors who struggle to compre-

hend what flood depths are, 

will understand when they 

see a visual demonstration. 

Pun intended. 

Bob Phillips

Mullumbimby

Mullumbimby is a floodplain. 

Every time we have a heavy 

downpour I am up and down 

through the night, checking 

if the water is covering the 

road, and rising water. In 

one way I was a bit lucky in 

February 2022, I checked 

early and was able to roll up 

my carpets and put a few 

ENROL NOW

MULLUMBIMBY SHOWGROUND

www.spaghetticircus.com

Wed 13 mar ooz
Thur 14 Mar Dan Hannaford

Fri 15 mar JB’s Blues Breakers
Sat 16 mar Adam Hole Band
Sun 17 mar Goodrich
Mon 18 mar Chris Aronsten
Tues 19 mar leigh James
Wed 20 mar Tim Stokes

AND THE FAMOUS 

RAILS kitchen

86 JONSON St, BYRON BAY  |  6685 7662  |  therailsbyronbay.com
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Send to Letters Editor Aslan Shand, fax: 6684 1719 email: editor@echo.net.au Deadline: Noon, Friday. 

Letters longer than 200 words may be cut. Letters already published in other papers will not be 

considered. Please include your full name, address and phone number for verification purposes.

▶ Continued on page 13

Contact Peter Curry at Pathwise Careers
pathwisecareers.com.au    P 6680 1474   M 0407 811 484

Vocational Psychologist with over 
25 years experience offering expert 
assessment and counselling.

Suitable for:
• students
• school-leavers
• adults returning to work or study
• career/work transition

Career Guidance 

Personal tech support for bamboozled bipeds

0431 122 057
�

1/53 Tamar St, Ballina
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Nothing to contribute but mischief! Cartoon by Jamie Hoile
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Aslan Shand

S erious concerns have 

been raised over the 

Byron Shire Residential 

Strategy 2041 by the 12 Byron 

Shire-wide associations that 

make up Community Alliance 

for Byron Shire (CABS).

These concerns include 

flooding, infill, infrastructure 

and loss of food security in 

rezoning agricultural land for 

housing.

CABS representatives 

recently met with Council 

staff to discuss issues arising 

from the Housing Options 

Paper, a document that will 

help ‘refresh’ the Byron Shire 

Residential Strategy 2041.

Flooding
‘CABS cited flooding as 

one of the community’s big-

gest fears, yet Council policy 

includes building in flood 

zones,’ a CABS spokesperson 

told The Echo. 

‘Houses already on 

floodplains need protection 

from fill and require stilts or 

piers, other aspects include 

safety and health. These fac-

tors compound, and need to 

be reviewed together before 

finalising a good housing 

plan. The residential strategy 

requires 2022 flood study 

figures, not outdated ones.’ 

Council has applied for a 

grant to reassess North Byron 

catchment and have made 

it clear that nominated resi-

dential sites on floodplains 

need thorough investigation 

for suitability and impact on 

surrounding areas. 

Council staff told CABS in 

response to their concerns 

over flooding, ‘The North 

Byron flood study assessed, 

for the first time, impacts of 

fill over time and identified 

fill exclusion zones. The new 

flood study needs to look at 

fill holistically rather than at 

development application level.’ 

They also highlighted that the 

North Byron Flood Assessment 

will have to be updated before 

this strategy is adopted.

The state government 

target for infill development 

to supply 40 per cent of 

future housing is one area 

that needs to be carefully 

considered say CABS. 

Historically the Byron 

Shire has fought to keep 

building heights low, cur-

rently at 9m for the majority 

of the Shire, to ensure that 

the unique character of the 

area is retained. This has 

seen developers regularly 

push the height limits par-

ticularly in Byron Bay. 

Council has received 

state grant funding to assess 

increased development den-

sity south of the Byron Bay 

town centre. The interface 

with the environmentally 

sensitive national park will 

be part of this study. In 

Brunswick Heads, the ‘old 

Bruns’ heritage may or may 

not be saved from demolition 

in favour of holiday flats. 

Concerns from CABS 

around the push for infill 

include ‘decreased lot sizes, 

increased height limits to 

11.5m enabling three storeys, 

increased floor/space ratios; 

effects on loss of amenity 

and village character; loss of 

outdoor space, solar access 

and privacy; impacts on 

over-stretched infrastructure; 

impacts of stormwater, runoff 

and domestic animals on 

neighbouring environmental 

conservation areas and 

biodiversity.’

The infill process 

includes community con-

sultation, planning control 

considerations, revised char-

acter statements and capacity 

assessments which provides 

space for the community to 

contribute to the process. 

Is the infrastructure 
up to the task?

Infrastructure which 

includes everything from the 

supply of safe drinking water 

to sewage treatment are 

key elements that must be 

addressed if the Byron Shire 

is going to be in a position to 

accommodate a significant 

increase in residential dwell-

ings and businesses. 

‘CABS concerns include: 

environmental effects of 

Council’s plans to move 

Ocean Shores sewage to Val-

lances Road,’ explained the 

CABS spokesperson. 

‘The declining Brunswick 

River water quality requires 

monitoring before more 

sewage is added. There is a 

lack of augmentation capac-

ity at Vallances Road sewage 

plant while the Mullumbimby 

infiltration problems cost 

ratepayers $500,000 a year, 

yet sewerage pumps flash 

after 60mm of rain. The 

undersized stormwater 

system will not cope with 

infill development while 

roads, schools, hospitals, 

sportsgrounds, recreational 

needs and more must also be 

accounted for.’

It’s understood that 

when the state government 

endorses Council’s strategy, 

capital works will be reviewed 

to inform if existing infra-

structure can be upgraded 

or needs replacing. A NSW 

Department of Planning audit 

will determine the support 

required to deliver housing, 

with consultants identifying 

priorities and needs. 

Food security
‘The need for housing both 

across the state and Australia 

in general is an issue for all 

levels of government, so is 

the need for regional food 

security and ensuring fertile 

lands are not lost to housing 

to detriment of the broader 

community’, CABS say.

Council staff told CABS, 

‘Investigation areas need 

more detailed studies, includ-

ing updated flood data, to 

determine if overall improve-

ment can be delivered. 

Rezoned agricultural land will 

retain a component for food 

security’.

‘Concerns have been raised 

around the ‘loss of food secu-

rity in rezoning agricultural 

land for housing; rezoning 

residential areas from R2 low 

density to R3 medium density; 

how council can benefit from 

capital gains acquired through 

rezoning; feasibility of low-

income housing on expensive 

land; and prevention of “land 

banking”’, say CABS.

Council staff told CABS, 

‘In rezoning new release 

greenfield sites, Council will 

capture a percentage of land 

for “affordable housing” held 

in perpetuity, pending prop-

erty owner agreement. Rezon-

ing areas to medium density 

will permit the construction 

of residential flats. Changes 

to future Local Environment 

Plans could include sunset 

clauses to prevent the state-

wide problem of land banking.’ 

CABS say, ‘It remains to be 

seen if the residential strategy 

includes room for genuine 

compromise between Council 

and community. Joining your 

local community association 

ensures your views are heard. 

If you’d like to contribute to 

the future direction of our 

Shire, sign up now!’.

 Clearlight ® Saunas is excited to invite you to our new

SHOWROOM 
LAUNCH
SAT 23RD MARCH
10AM — 12PM

INFRARED-SAUNA.COM.AU
WE ARE PROUDLY LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

View our beautiful infrared saunas on display, enjoy light refreshments, 
and go in the draw to win 50% off a new sauna for you and a friend*
*50% off the price of any 2 new Sanctuary Saunas.

EXCLUSIVE ONGOING BYRON SHIRE LOCAL’S DISCOUNTS
5% off all Clearlight Saunas and
7% off all Helsi Red Light Therapy Lights

Have an infrared sauna enquiry that can’t wait?
Call one of our sauna experts on  02 9000 1975.

Showroom will be open from 23/03/2024

MON — SAT  9AM - 5PM   |   SUN  10AM - 3PM
2 / 78 RAJAH ROAD
OCEAN SHORES SHOPPING CENTRE
(Behind the Medical Centre & Ocean Shores Tavern)

Mention
“LOCAL5ECHO”

for 5% off
any sauna.

Articles

‘The declining Brunswick River 
water quality requires monitoring 

before more sewage is added.’
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The Earth has been 

through a few ‘cenes’. This 

one has been called the 

‘Anthropocene’.

I would suggest that this 

section of it be called the 

‘Hypocricene’. Hypocrisy to 

be seen everywhere; in our 

faces 24/7.

In a period where empires 

are crumbling, economies 

and climates are collapsing 

and hyper-sexualisation and 

clickbait are normalised 

in nearly all advertising, 

we are concerning our 

minds with nakedness on 

beaches, although it has 

been common in several 

European countries for 

yonks.

This attitude to nudity 

may be a well-intentioned 

attempt to prevent sexual 

attacks on women and girls 

but may be more harmful in 

its results.

I was born naked, as were 

you. My first impression 

was food from a nipple and 

warmth and love from a 

breast, yet, today on the net, 

the second-most obscene 

part of a woman is a nipple.

Like many men, I am an 

admirer of feminine beauty. 

I sculpt a little. I attended 

a couple of decades of life 

drawing. I am aware of the 

dynamics of observation. 

When they are scantily and 

provocatively clothed, we 

are always trying to see 

behind the veil. When naked, 

we see the whole person. 

Totally different.

I was born naked and 

spend most of my time 

naked (weather permitting). 

I have no reason to join a 

club or go to a beach. I am 

seriously offended if anyone 

considers my body, or parts 

of it, offensive, obscene or 

dangerous to the wellbeing 

of anyone.

While walking naked on 

the street may be considered 

to be a traffic hazard, this 

does not apply on the 

beach. If we are considering 

the dangers of people 

being molested at remote 

or unpatrolled beaches, 

the remedy is simple… 

make a section of Main 

Beach clothes-optional. It 

normalises nudity. Beach 

walkers who were likely to 

be offended could take a 

detour on the street to avoid 

embarrassment.

We are exacerbating a 

problem rather than solving 

it. Instead of hiding in the 

dunes, the perves would 

stick out like dogs’ balls.

For the religious; 

suggesting that God made 

a mistake in creating us 

without clothes is blasphemy 

in the extreme.

Who knows? It may have 

a beneficial impact on the 

tourist industry.

In the meantime, 

Council’s strangely named 

‘Animal Enforcement’ crew 

seem to be M.I.A. – herding 

cats perhaps?

Jim Nutter

Main Arm

National Parks & Wildlife 

Service (NPWS) and Byron 

Shire Council (BSC) have 

agreed to close Tyagarah 

clothing-optional area on 30 

June.

What a relief that NPWS 

have finally acknowledged 

that the clothing-optional 

area at Tyagarah Beach 

is almost exclusively on 

their land, and therefore 

contradicts their constant 

statements that ‘none of 

this activity is to happen on 

NPWS-controlled land’, and 

that the area is therefore 

operating illegally.

This oversight by NPWS 

has allowed BSC to operate a 

clothing-optional area for 25 

years without any capacity to 

manage or monitor the area.

In 2007 it was confirmed 

that BSC could not legally 

send any staff or rangers 

to Tyagarah Beach and a 

2013 BSC legal report clearly 

states Council has no rights 

in that area and that the 

clothing-optional area 

should be closed.

Throughout all of this 

the Tyagarah community 

and many other visitors 

have been traumatised 

by threatening and lewd 

behaviour. The authorities 

have failed to take our 

traumas seriously and have 

rejected our attempts to 

close the area.

In light of recent 

revelations one can only 

conclude that running an 

illegal clothing-optional area 

in an isolated location with 

no management policy is 

negligent.

We, at east Tyagarah, 

know there is a long way to 

go to the closure of the area 

on 30 June. We also know 

there will be a need to work 

with authorities to change 

the culture at east Tyagarah 

lake and beach.

And we dream of days 

when people who grew 

up swimming at Tyagarah 

Beach will feel safe to return 

with their children and 

grandchildren.

Christopher (Gyan) Moyes

Tyagarah

Is there any connection 

between a five-star resort 

that is about to build holiday 

apartments and houses a 

kilometre from the clothing-

optional beach at Tyagarah 

and the decision of National 

Parks and Wildlife Services 

(NPWS)?

Naked bathing has been 

going on for eons around 

Australian coastlines and 

all of a sudden NPWS 

notices that this pastime is 

against their ‘policies and 

procedures.’

Raphael Lee Cass

Byron Bay

ballinarsl.com.au
P. 02 6681 9500

ballinarsl
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To nude or not to nude... 

other items up higher.

My electrical equipment 

was wrecked by the 60cm of 

mud and floodwater through 

my home. In the east end of 

Mullumbimby, every home 

had a big pile of furniture, 

etc. that had had to be 

discarded (thank goodness 

for volunteers).

All the runoff from any 

rainfall goes onto private 

property at 75 New City 

Road. On that fateful day, 

the water had nowhere to 

go and I was informed by a 

neighbour it all came back to 

flood the homes on the east 

of Mullumbimby. Another 

pointed out that we live on 

an Island. When we have lots 

of rain, Kings Creek, Saltwa-

ter Creek and the Brunswick 

River join up. And of course 

if there is a king tide it does 

not help in Ann Street. This 

land is the first to flood, does 

Byron Council not care about 

existing residents being 

flooded?

What prompted my 

communication was reading 

Councillor Ndiaye’s com-

ments on the devastating 

flood – how has anything 

been done to help us 

flood victims regarding 

infrastructure?

For two years I have been 

in touch with Council and 

have been to every flood 

meeting and people say 

they will be in touch, but still 

nothing after all this time.

Marie Oliver

Mullumbimby

Wallum works 
With the recent issuing to the 

developer, Clarence Proper-

ties, of a subdivision works 

certificate, the fate of the 

Wallum heath and woodland 

at Torakina Rd, Bayside, 

Brunswick Heads now hangs 

precariously in the balance. 

Thus far, governments 

at all levels have failed to 

▶ Continued on page 14

▶ Continued from page 11
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intervene to prevent what 

is, in my opinion, a clearly 

inappropriate develop-

ment. Should it be allowed 

to proceed it will see the 

destruction of this largely 

intact ecological site which is 

home to a myriad of animals 

and plants. Indeed, some 

of these species are on the 

‘threatened’ list.

It’s up to the human 

community to take respon-

sibility for our poor planning 

practices of the past. We 

need to step up and step in 

to protect this rare (less than 

one per cent left in Byron 

Shire) patch of beauty for the 

generations to come. 

The astounding diversity 

contained within Wallum 

ecology provides so many 

opportunities for learning 

and enrichment.

Hats off to those 

dedicated and courageous 

individuals giving freely of 

their time and effort, often in 

uncomfortable conditions at 

the site, to defend something 

they know will be bulldozed 

without their intervention.

Do we really want an 

exclusive housing estate 

that benefits only a small 

number of already well-off 

people, at the expense of an 

increasingly rare, beautiful 

and unique patch of Wallum 

ecology? No thank you! 

Yes, we need more hous-

ing stock, particularly of the 

affordable type, but would 

it not be common sense to 

build this on already altered 

land rather than on precious, 

intact ecosystems!

If anyone is interested 

in learning more about the 

Wallum site or the efforts 

to save it look at the Save 

Wallum website or Facebook 

page.

Peter Curry

Ocean Shores

Future cedar cutters?
Are subcontractors to Clar-

ence Property the cedar 

cutters of 2024? 

Lets put this in economic 

terms. Subcontractors: you 

are trading the priceless 

capital value of the land base 

you live on for the privilege 

of working hard to degrade 

those assets for the benefit of 

someone else. Can you put 

a dollar value on a healthy 

Brunswick River? Probably, 

given the real estate and tour-

ist industries. 

Rich people rely on the 

desperation of workers and 

the ignorance of their rep-

resentatives (thanks again, 

Lyon, Pugh, Hunter and 

Swivel) to trick you into trad-

ing yours – the incalculable 

common wealth (soil, trees, 

waterways, species, land) for 

a wage. 

Yes we are in a cost-of-

living crisis right now. Don’t 

listen to the excuses – it’s 

caused by price gouging. 

The cost-of-living crisis 

is because the Clarence 

Property-like owner class of 

Australia saw an opportunity 

and decided to raise prices. 

Right now, even though it 

doesn’t feel like it, the cards 

are in our hands. Let’s play 

smart. Houses are great, but 

not there. 

Remember the sweat 

of the cedar cutters? Are 

their descendants riding 

high on the windfall of the 

eye-watering value that was 

extracted here? No. That 

wealth sits in generational 

palaces in Europe. The cedar 

cutters’ great-grandchildren 

were amongst those of us 

who lost everything when the 

degraded catchment spilled 

its guts into Lismore in 2022. 

Save Wallum: an incred-

ible, intact, functioning filter 

system, part of the kidneys of 

the Brunswick River. By the 

way, it’s beautiful. I’ll see you 

there for a swim when we’ve 

saved it, under the shade 

of the ancient banksias and 

scribbly gums, when we are 

one community again.

You, and Clarence 

Property, are warmly invited 

to join us in a vision of the 

future that supports every-

one’s best interests

Phoebe Torzillo

South Golden Beach

Uki Buttery 
Bazaar Market

Last ooff tthhe 70s ssttyyle markets
Third Sunday of every month

NEXT MARKET Sunday 
17th March, 8am–2pm

The Old Buttery FaFactctory at historic UkUkii Village 
PARKING AVAVAAILABLE AT SWEEETETNNAM PARK 
JJuusstt a countryy ddrriive away!

IInfo/stallholders phone 0487 37 32929 150     UkiButteryBazaarMarket

Food, music, coffee, clothing, books, plants, 
art & craft, second hand & much more...

k lants

Supported by;
CJ SHAW

Singer-
songwriter, 
enchanting 

audiences of
all ages.

Plus

ANGEL

RACHEL BY THE 
STREAM

British songwriter Rachel Razelle and Melbourne beatmaker Mattriks.

RRRRRRAAAAACCHEL B
LIVE MUSIC
R

BYRON BAY

CAMPING &DISPOSALS

phone: 02 6685 8085
shop 1/1 Tasman Way, 
Byron Bay NSW 2481

www.byron-camping.com.au
theteam@byron-camping.com.au

Nbyron bay

camping &

disposals

Ozi Go
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McTavish
Surf Shop

Stone & 
Wood

Ewingdale Rd
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It is unfortunate the Tweed 

Growth Management and 

Housing Strategy – draft 

Options Paper (TGMHS) is 

mired in much controversy. 

The huge discrepancy 

of the government and 

Tweed Shire Council (9/8/22) 

growth figures being more 

than doubled in the TGMHS 

is a mystery. There is little 

acknowledgement we 

already have approved 

zoned land to accommodate 

the projected growth. Provi-

sions already exist within 

existing urban areas for 

multiple occupancy develop-

ment in urban centres to 

facilitate growth, with huge 

swathes of these areas yet to 

be redeveloped.

Controversial develop-

ment applications refused 

due to significant issues have 

now been popped into the 

TGMHS. 

This includes the indus-

trial development (so-called 

food hub) proposed at Cudg-

era Creek that is included in 

the TGMHS as Change 44. 

This is now to be a much 

greater area proposed for 

industrial development and 

claimed to be Pottsville. It 

claims it is included in the 

current North Coast Regional 

Plan (NCRP) and Tweed 

Urban and Employment 

Land Release Strategy 

(TUELRS) which is false; the 

site is in fact the rural hamlet 

Cudgera Creek and is not 

included in the current NCRP 

and TUELRS. 

The so-called caravan 

park site at Pottsville, also 

refused due to significant 

constraints/issues has now 

been included, along with 

several other areas proposed 

regardless of significant 

environmental constraints.

Protected wetlands 
for development?

The Crown Reserve at 

Tweed Heads West (7) is 

included to be part of the 

airport precinct for indus-

trial development. This 

Reserve is the last remaining 

flood plain for the Tweed 

Heads urban area and 

carries massive volumes of 

flood waters. 

Filling the site for such 

development will sig-

nificantly exacerbate flood 

impacts to the residential 

area, Kennedy Drive (major 

arterial road), airport opera-

tions (closed for its longest 

period 2022) when the 

National Highway M1 tunnel 

came close to flooding. 

There is no reference that 

this site is within the first one 

kilometre from the end of 

the runway subject to ‘des-

ignated public safety’ area 

restricting concentration 

of people. It also makes no 

reference to its environmen-

tal significance of wetlands, 

numerous threatened 

species/habitat including 

critically endangered species 

and several endangered 

ecological communities. 

The Reserve is in fact 

subject to previous approval 

conditions for the airport 

site under the Federal EPBC 

Act and Airports Act with a 

statutory Plan of Manage-

ment under all 3 levels of 

government to manage 

the vegetation, protect the 

migratory wader habitat 

and compensatory planting 

program.

More broken 
promises?

The relocation of the 

Tweed Hospital to the 

Cudgen Plateau State Sig-

nificant Farmland (SSF) met 

with real controversy with 

subsequent commitments 

there would be no further 

development of the SSF. 

However, the TGMHS pro-

poses further development 

of the SSF and makes no 

reference of the site as SSF, 

and falsely claims is RU2 (35). 

There is significant timeline 

evidence of formal records 

and pre-determinations that 

warrants an inquiry prior to 

any further proposed devel-

opment of the SSF.  

Like the Tweed Heads 

West community have the 

zombie approval filling the 

floodplain to deal with, 

the Kingscliff community 

has theirs with the TGMHS 

proposing increasing densi-

ties and further expanding 

the Kingscliff West floodplain 

development. 

References that Kingscliff 

is within the boundary of 

the Tweed Regional City 

Action Plan are false. There 

are a considerable number 

of changes proposed for the 

Kingscliff community that 

has fought for decades to 

preserve its character and 

height limits. 

Why was the Kingscliff 

Locality Plan, adopted just 

four years ago after extensive 

consultation, not included as 

a key policy document in the 

development of the TGMHS, 

along with our principle 

planning tool – Tweed Local 

Environmental Plans (Appen-

dix 1)?

Of note is the govern-

ments Tweed Regional Eco-

nomic Development Strategy 

(REDS) which is included. 

This was developed under 

the then Premier and Deputy 

commencing 2017 under 

much secrecy with zero 

public consultation and 

refers to a ‘super precinct’ 

around the new Cudgen 

Tweed Valley Hospital. While 

the main document to the 

REDS across regional NSW 

were publicly released for 

other regions the Tweed’s 

was not.   

The TGMHS includes 

proposals that are far 

removed from adaptation to 

a resilient future. Under cur-

rent regulations every home 

built/purchased is open to 

be swallowed up for short-

term holiday letting, lands 

rezoned to be land banked, 

and there are no guarantees 

for affordable housing devel-

opment, nor their protection 

in perpetuity. 

The long held vision 

for our shire has been to 

preserve its own unique 

character of coastal/rural 

towns/villages, city centre 

and landscapes separate 

from the Gold Coast, and 

protection of the shires’ 

internationally recognised 

environmental assets/values. 

It is of critical importance 

our community voice is not 

lost to short-term gain of 

corporate, developer, and 

land banker interests.

Lindy Smith

Tweed Heads

Will rejected developments, now included in the TGHMS, destroy the Tweed Shire? 
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THANK YOU TO ALL THE AMAZING SPONSORS!

FREE
ENTRY

TOM CD, OFF JUDY & BARRY MCLAY
MEGA RAFFLES

KARMA KEGS BY STONE & WOOD, FIZZ

Live music | Djs | Piano Bar

SUNDAY, MARCH 17TH FROM 2PM
AT THE GREAT NORTHERN HOTEL 

IN AID OF FLETCHER 
STREET COTTAGE

FUNDRAISER

HEADLINERS ANNOUNCED SOON

FREEFREE
ENTRYENTRY
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Cosmos Magazine

T he rapidly changing 

nature of Antarctica 

has been witnessed 

first-hand by Australia’s 

leading research ship on a 

record-breaking investiga-

tion of the icy continent.

On its 12,000km journey, 

RV Investigator’s comple-

ment of 39 research scien-

tists undertook extensive 

studies of the Southern 

Ocean and Antarctic 

atmosphere.

There, they inspected the 

impact of warming waters 

on the massive Antarctic ice 

sheet as well as other chemi-

cal, physical and biological 

effects in the Southern 

Ocean.

But recently reported 

shifts in Antarctica’s ice 

systems were also observed, 

says the voyage’s co-chief 

scientist Steve Rintoul, from 

the CSIRO.

‘It’s just as well we 

weren’t setting out to meas-

ure sea ice because there 

wasn’t much to find,’ Rintoul 

told Cosmos.

‘The ship was able to 

get up onto the continental 

shelf in Antarctica in a 

place we’ve never been in a 

non-icebreaking ship.

‘It’s fair to say I think that 

most Antarctic scientists are 

pretty stunned by a number 

of recent changes.’

Multiple concerns
It’s not just sea ice. 

Rintoul says short-term 

weather changes have also 

drawn concern: ‘Tempera-

ture anomalies of 38 degrees 

– it wasn’t 38°C, it was 38°C 

warmer than it should have 

been at that time – the larg-

est temperature anomaly 

ever recorded on Earth.’

Once thought to be quite 

resilient to the effects of 

climate change compared to 

West Antarctica, scientists 

are increasingly concerned 

the massive amounts of 

carbon and heat being 

absorbed by the world’s 

oceans will push East Antarc-

tica to faster melting rates.

No longer risk free
East Antarctica’s ice sheet 

and ice shells were previ-

ously considered too isolated 

from warm waters, to be 

at risk of changes in ocean 

systems.

But now, Rintoul says the 

CSIRO and Australian Antarc-

tic Program Partnership have 

data to show that’s not the 

case anymore.

That includes the infiltra-

tion of more warm water 

into the region’s glaciers. 

Some, like the Totten Gla-

cier, could contribute 3.5m 

to global sea level rise once 

fully melted.

‘It’s about half of Green-

land, it’s only one glacier, but 

it’s a big one,’ Rintoul says.

‘We’ve also, last year, 

found some warm water 

entering the Denman Glacier, 

which holds another 1.5m of 

sea level rise equivalent and 

drains the same part of East 

Antarctica.

‘What we find is warm 

waters getting there – not as 

much warm water as in West 

Antarctica – but in a sense, 

there’s more capacity for it to 

get worse.’

How much carbon 
can the ocean 
absorb?

Melting water also 

contributes to shifts in 

ocean circulation processes 

responsible for transporting 

nutrients and shaping ocean 

ecosystems around the 

planet. Multiple reports of 

these systems slowing down 

have been reported in recent 

years.

As a major carbon sponge, 

absorbing 90 per cent of 

global heat and carbon, the 

ocean is a vital but limited 

buffer against climate 

change. The Southern Ocean 

absorbs more carbon than 

any other region, but its 

capacity to do so may have 

a ceiling.

The CSIRO is hopeful the 

last 60 days of data collec-

tion from the RV Investigator 

will help flesh out the 

impacts of increased carbon 

absorption on these systems.

‘Part of this voyage was 

motivated by tracking that 

evolving inventory of extra 

heat and extra carbon that’s 

piling up in the oceans,’ 

Rintoul says.

‘One of the reasons we 

need to do that is that there’s 

some evidence that that 

current pattern is sensitive 

itself to climate and so the 

Southern Ocean may take 

up less heat and carbon in 

the future, and that would 

act as a positive feedback to 

climate change.’

Read more Science Goes 

Viral articles on The Echo

online: www.echo.net.au.

BLUESFEST 2024
NOTICE TO RESIDENTS OF THE BYRON SHIRE
TRAFFIC CHANGES IN TYAGARAH: WEDNESDAY 28 MARCH TO TUESDAY 2 APRIL 2024

site at Tanner Lane, Tyagarah. We wish to inform you that the following changes will take place from 
Wednesday, 27 March 2024 through to Tuesday, 2 April 2024.

FESTIVAL TIMES:
THURSDAY 28 MARCH 2024: GATES OPEN 2:00PM – CLOSE MIDNIGHT
FRIDAY 29 MARCH 2024 – MONDAY 1 APRIL 2024: GATES OPEN 11:00AM – CLOSE MIDNIGHT

TRAFFIC:

•  Grays Lane access to motorway will remain shut. Patrons departing south will use the main 

PARKING:

Road, this will be open for day patrons. Temporary “No Stopping” signs will be installed in Tanner 

•  Please note, pre-paid parking will cost $25 per day.
•  3-day parking is $60 plus fees. 5-day parking is $100 plus fees.
•  Tickets are available to purchase via www.bluesfest.com.au/tickets
•  To avoid lengthy delays pre-book your parking NOW online as there will be LIMITED facility to 

purchase on site.

Bluesfest site.
•  Council Parking Rangers will be on patrol throughout the weekend.

PICK UP AND DROP OFF AREA:
•  There will be a pick-up and drop-off area for guests at the South Gate entrance. Please call the 

it is free to use this area.

DISABLED PARKING:
•  There is an area set aside for disabled parking.

SHUTTLE BUSES:

Street). There will also be shuttle bus services from surrounding towns. The bus timetable is now 
available on the Bluesfest website. Prebook your tickets at bluesfest.com.au.

CAMPING: 

BLUESFEST HOTLINE: (02) 6639 9800   EMERGENCY HOTLINE: 0402 495 806
We apologise for any inconvenience and thank you for your patience and co-operation.

Principal Sponsors Gold Sponsors

Fun Paddle - Dragon Boats - SUP Challenge - Paddle Challenges

mullum2brunspaddle.com.au

Mullum2Bruns is a 
fundraising event for 
three local groups:

Early Bird Registration Closing April 15!
Mullum2Bruns is on again for another fun paddle along 

the Brunswick River. This year the craft will exit at 
Memorial Park beach. The festivities, kids activities, award
presentation and live entertainment will be held in Banner

Park, not Terrace Park.

These changes are due to erosion along the riverbank.

Once again we there will be an optional pre-registration 
event held at the Hotel Brunswick.

All participants welcome. 

We cant wait to see Best Dressed Craft in action again!

Interested in sponsoring? 
Contact Cherie Heale events@brunswickheads.org.au

SUN MAY 26 2024

Articles

CSIRO voyage gets up close to Antarctica’s climate challenges

RV Investigator. Photo CSIRO This map shows the locations of vulnerable areas in East 

Antarctica: Wilkes Subglacial Basin, Totten Glacier, and 

Denman Glacier. Image A Gautier/NSIDC
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David Lowe

T hanks to years of political 

inaction, Australia is one 

of the few countries in the 

world not to have a New Vehicle 

Efficiency Standard. The European 

Union, New Zealand and China 

have one. Even the United States 

has a standard, which means new 

cars in Australia use 20 per cent 

more fuel and create 20 per cent 

more pollution than their American 

counterparts. 

With the Albanese government 

about to introduce legislation to 

correct this situation, the Coalition 

is busily dusting off the ‘war on 

utes/the weekend’ rhetoric.

Nationals senator and shoot-

ing enthusiast Bridget McKenzie 

recently claimed Australians were 

about to be ‘smashed between the 

eyes’ by the New Vehicle Efficiency 

Standard, while Peter Dutton has 

described the move as a ‘huge new 

tax’ on families. Sound familiar?

‘If they want to apply a tax, they 

need to explain it,’ said the opposi-

tion leader, still smarting from his 

by-election defeat in Dunkley. ‘Not 

just drop it out there and then not 

mention it again and pretend like 

it’s not happening.’

Actually the proposed legislative 

change has already been subject 

to an extensive public consulta-

tion process, beginning in April 

2023. You can read more about 

what’s been proposed and the 

public reaction at: https://tinyurl.

com/6f7scsjn, including 2,700 writ-

ten submissions. The government 

has recently accepted another 

round of public submissions on the 

design of the proposed standard.

Do something!
A quick flick through the 

thousands of responses reveals an 

overwhelming desire from stake-

holders and the general public to 

do something serious about vehicle 

efficiency standards, yesterday if 

possible.

Because Australia doesn’t have 

a standard, we’ve become a dump-

ing ground for inefficient vehicles 

which are unsaleable in most of 

the world, apart from places like 

Russia.

The lack of government policy 

has provided cover for car com-

panies here to continue business 

as usual, in spite of the effects on 

family fuel costs and the global 

carbon budget.

With climate damaging emis-

sions from cars, utes and vans 

making up almost two thirds of 

transport emissions in Australia, 

the Climate Council has revealed 

that five car companies are respon-

sible for almost two and a half 

million tonnes of CO2 emissions, 

with Toyota the worst offender at 

547,919 tonnes, comparable to the 

Scope 1 output from some of the 

country’s biggest coal mines.

The rest of the ‘Dirty Five’ 

are Hyundai (including Kia and 

Genesis), Ford, the Renault-Nissan-

Mitsubishi Alliance, and Mazda. 

By an amazing coincidence, these 

companies have also been some 

of the most vocal critics of the 

proposed New Vehicle Efficiency 

Standard.

Too much or not 
enough?

Independent Senator David 

Pocock has called for the standards 

to be brought in six months earlier, 

while LNP attack dog and Member 

for Fairfax Ted O’Brien said the ‘gov-

ernment’s heavy-handed approach 

will drive utes off Australian roads’.

At issue is the penalties for non-

compliant vehicles; how much and 

who will pay? Industry data shows 

that Toyota will face a shortfall in 

the scheme’s first year of around 

$1,300 impost per ute and van, 

unless the company changes the 

cars it imports and sells (which of 

course is the idea).

The plan is that car companies 

without appropriately low emission 

products buy credits from other 

manufacturers with more advanced 

vehicles. Efficiency opponents 

claims these costs will have to be 

passed on to consumers.

A few days ago, Tesla quit the 

Federal Chamber of Automotive 

Industries (a national lobby group 

for carmakers), for its support of 

the Coalition’s campaign of misin-

formation over the effects of the 

New Vehicle Efficiency Standard 

on car prices. Other emerging car 

makers look likely to follow them.

Climate Change Minister Chris 

Bowen said, ‘it is incumbent on 

everyone in the debate to provide 

full facts, proper facts, truthful 

facts’, pointing out that vehicle 

efficiency standards have existed 

in most countries for decades, with 

no evidence of car prices going up 

as a result.

Unfortunately, Peter Dutton 

has proven repeatedly that he’s 

much more interested in power 

than facts, no matter the cost to 

Australia, talking nonsense about 

nuclear energy at every opportu-

nity and flying across the country 

recently to attend Gina Rinehart’s 

birthday party for 40 minutes, but 

unable to resist demonising vehicle 

efficiency standards in pursuit of 

short-term electoral advantage.

 Read David Lowe every Monday on 

The Echo online: www.echo.net.au.

A podcast exploring the unique and 
diverse comm nity of Byron Bay

Scan the QR code to Listen on 
Spotify or Apple Podcast

Articles

It’s about to become more difficult to sell polluting, inefficient cars in 

Australia. Photo Adobe
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Eateries GuideGood Taste

MULLUMBIMBY

The seasonal menu features classic and 
modern dishes with innovative twists. 

Find something for all tastes, from epic burgers 
to vegan delights. Enjoy delectable treats and 

good vibes at this Mullum icon. 

The Empire
20 Burringbar St, Mullum
6684 2306
Open for brunch and lunch,
seven days 8am–3pm

FB/Insta: EmpireMullum
empiremullum.com.au

BANGALOW

Stone baked sourdough, hand rolled pastries, 
small batch pies, house made cakes.

Your local artisan bakery, specialising in all things 
sourdough. Serving Old Quarter coffee along with 

freshly made sandwiches using our own sourdough 
bread, hand rolled pastries, award winning pies and 

a variety of house made cakes.

Bangalow Bread Co.
12 Byron St, 
Bangalow

6am–3pm weekdays.
7am–2pm weekends.

6687 1209
www.bangalowbread.co
info@bangalowbread.co

BANGALOW BREAD CO.

LENNOX HEAD

Views, Brews, Cocktails, Beats, and Eats!

Live Music Friday, Saturday, Sunday.

Bookings essential.

Head to lennoxpizza.com

Follow on Insta: @lennoxpizza

Lennox Head
Pizza & Pasta
4/74 Ballina St, Lennox Head

Open 7 days
Lunch: 12–2pm
Pizza & drinks only: 2–5pm
Dinner from 5pm

BYRON BAY

MURWILLUMBAH

A hinterland ‘destination dining’ favourite with 
spectacular views, first or last stop on the Rail Trail

from M’bah station.

Modern cafe / bistro fare featuring regional produce 
with a cheeky Asian twist.

Excellent coffee, fresh artisan pastries and a full a la carte 
brunch and lunch menu accompanied by a natural wine 

list, cocktails and house made soft refreshments. 

Apex Dining
Fully Licensed Café
Brunch + Lunch
Weddings + Events

Wednesday–Sunday from 9am

Bookings recommended.
ww.apexdining.com.au
@apexdining

APEX DINING
T W E E D  R E G I O N A L  G A L L E R Y

North Byron Hotel
61 Bayshore Drive, Byron Bay

6685 6500
Open:
11am Mon–Fri & 8am Sat–Sun
Kitchen hours: 11:30am–late daily
Breakfast: 8am–11am Sat & Sun

www.northbyronhotel.com.au.

Step away from the centre of town and into a 
shimmering oasis away from crowds.

A tucked away treasure,
the North Byron Hotel is a thriving mecca

of good food, great music, laughter and the 
‘chilled Byron Bay vibes’.

Eat Drink Discover

Signature cocktails, and casual dining 
with ocean views. 

Happy Hour | Every day from 4–6pm.
$8 loft wine or lager, $10 spritzer,

$14 margaritas & $30 house wine bottle
Half price deli board & $2.50 fresh oysters

Espresso Martini Nights | Every day 9pm–close,
2 for $25 Classic Espresso Martini.

Open 7 days from 4pm. Sat lunches from Noon.

Loft Byron Bay
4 Jonson Street, 
Byron Bay

6680 9183

Book online: 
www.loftbyronbay.com.au

All your favourites, every lunch and dinner. 
Experienced Thai chefs cooking fresh, delicious 

Thai food for you. 

BYO only.

Welcome for lunch, dinner and takeaway.

Menus available on Facebook.

Success Thai
Open Lunch Wed–Fri 
12–2.30pm.
Dinner Mon–Sat 5–8pm. 
Closed Sunday
3/31 Lawson St, Byron Bay 
www.facebook.com/
pages/Success-Thai-
Food/237359826303469

Open for takeaway daily, 12 midday until dinner. 

Menu and more details

@mainstreet_burgerbar

‘Make a meal of it’
Add chips and a drink, just $5.

Main Street
Open for takeaway daily, 
12 midday until dinner.

Menu, more details –
@mainstreet_burgerbar

18 Jonson Street

6680 8832

Happy Hour 6pm–8pm
$6 tap beer or wine

$12 selected cocktails

$25 Pasta & Wine/Beer + Garlic Bread
Live Music Thursdays and DJ Saturdays

Open for dinner Wed–Sun

The Rocks
Brunch 7am–1pm

Dinner 5pm–10pm 

14–16 Lawson St, 
5642 0149 

therocksbyronbay.com.au
@therocksbyronbay

Crystals and cocktails, tapas and wine
In the heart of Byron Bay this crystal gallery is a 

stunning visual experience and a taste sensation 
not to be missed. Sit amongst magnificent crystals 

from all over the world while sipping on crystal 
infused cocktails. We also offer delicious vegan 

tapas by No Bones, an eclectic wine list, an event 
space, and a view of the Byron Bay lighthouse.

QUARTZ GALLERY
Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
12pm–10pm
Upstairs at Mercato, above  
Woolworths, 108–114 
Jonson St. Byron Bay
Insta – @thequartzgallery
Web – quartzgallery.com.au

QUARTZ GALLERY

CATERING

lizzijjackson@gmail.com

0414 895 441

GLUTEN FREE AND SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS CATERED FOR.

Celebrations 
Cakes by 
Liz JacksonCELEBRATIONSCELEBRATIONS  

BY LIZ JACKSONBY LIZ JACKSON

KARKALLA 
Byron Bay
Native Indigenous Restaurant 

Cnr of Bay Lane & Fletcher St, 
Byron Bay

Book online at 
www.karkalla.com.au

KARKALLA BYRON BAY
Ancient food and modern flavours.

PROUDLY BUNDJALUNG

DINNER Mon, Thur, Fri, Sat | 5pm-late
Sunset Sessions from 4pm

BREAKFAST Sat & Sun | 8am-12pm
Sunrise Sessions from 10am

SUNDAY live & local music 

Find more tasty morsels at 
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The 

Good Life
Memorable honey
Victoria Cosford

Creamed honey – 

ah the memories! 

As a child, smear-

ing it on to toast, 

I always felt there 

was something 

both homely and 

glamorous about 

it – and then I 

forgot all about 

it. Until I saw jars 

of it at the Sunny 

Times Honey stall. 

Relative newcom-

ers to the markets, Aidan 

and Mischa are the couple 

behind the operation. 

Based outside Tyalgum 

in the caldera of the 

Tweed Valley, they have 

about 240 hives in ‘yards 

arranged all around 

the valley’, Aidan tells 

me. ‘The biodiversity is 

phenomenal!’

The couple only took 

up beekeeping – and 

honey-purveying – about 

six years ago. They’d been 

growing ginger – indeed 

still do – and had cover 

crops like sunflowers in 

between. When a friend 

of theirs put hives on their 

property then decided to 

move to Tasmania, they 

were left with the hives. 

‘So we’re relatively new 

beekeepers, and I’m still 

so excited. I don’t think I’ll 

ever lose that!’

Aidan is excited – it’s 

infectious. ‘The hives 

thrive,’ he says (poeti-

cally), ‘wherever we put 

them.

And the bees will go wher-

ever there are flowers, it’s 

the ultimate trespass.’

Their stall and their 

branding are both 

eye-catching, the bright 

orange labels of the 

jarred honey conveying 

the name in sun-yellow, 

lowercase simplicity. 

Mischa is the creative, 

the one who does all the 

marketing, while 

Aidan, in his words, 

works ‘the hard 

yards.’ There is only 

one variety, as well, 

but ‘it’s a salad of 

flavours,’ Aidan 

says. ‘There are a lot 

of varieties up here 

and they’re tricky 

to separate so we 

just put them all 

together. It’s differ-

ent every time we 

make it and that’s 

the exciting thing 

about it. It’s nice to be 

surprised!’

Back to that creamed 

honey. I ask Aidan how 

it’s actually made and he 

tells me it’s the result of 

‘proper raw honey’ which 

crystallises, then is spun 

in an extractor to remove 

the wax. It’s a slow churn 

– spin, stop, and wait, he 

explains, which continues 

over three days.‘

It’s a completely natu-

ral process’, he says. ‘It’s a 

nostalgic thing!’

Sunny Times Honey is 

at Mullumbimby Farmers 

Market every Friday from 

7am to 11am.

Need a break from the 

everyday? Feel like a 

relaxing country drive 

with a delicious meal and 

cool beverage to greet 

you at the end? Then look 

no further than taking a 

drive to the Dunoon Sports 

Club, nestled in the self-

proclaimed macadamia 

capital of NSW.

After a 40-minute 

drive from Byron Bay into 

the hinterland, or just a 

15-minute drive from Lis-

more, through countryside 

scenes of evergreen farms, 

and farm animals of all 

sizes, you will arrive in the 

air-conditioned comfort of 

their fully-licensed, family-

friendly, community-run 

club.

Started in 1993 to sup-

port the community and 

local sporting clubs with 

cold beers and hot meals, 

the fledgling club that origi-

nally operated from under 

a fig tree has grown sig-

nificantly, offering services 

and activities through the 

steady stream of volunteers 

who have committed their 

time and talents to continu-

ally improve the space for 

everyone’s enjoyment.

Today, you’ll find an 

expansive, no-pokies club 

boasting a large deck for 

70-plus diners with accom-

panying stage for musical 

artists, a meeting room for 

functions, as well as two 

free pool tables!

Whether taking in the 

tranquil view and cooling 

afternoon breeze on the 

deck, or sitting in the 

air-conditioned restaurant 

area, treat yourself to the 

extraordinary meals of 

Anna’s Greek Kitchen, the 

authentic taste of Greece, 

available from  5:30pm 

every Wednesday to 

Saturday.

Anna combines the 

freshest local ingredients 

in family recipes handed 

down over generations to 

produce mouth-watering 

favourites such as 

moussaka, spanakopita, 

your choice of lamb, 

chicken or falafel souvlaki 

to name but a few. 

Why not combine a 

selection of activities, 

such as a trip to Rocky 

Creek Dam, Minyon Falls, 

The Channon Markets or 

other local gems, with 

Wednesday Night Trivia, 

Friday Night Raffles or Live 

Music Saturdays and you 

have the recipe for a great 

day and night out. The 

huge deck is dog-friendly, 

so no need to leave your 

furry companion behind.

Open from 4pm every 

Wednesday to Saturday. 

Come see us soon!

Phone: 02 6689 5444  

Email: dunoonclub@

bigpond.com

On FB & Insta!

Open 6am – 12pm
Monday – Saturday

Shop 6/108 Stuart Street
Mullumbimby.

ALLPRESS ESPRESSSO

C O F F E E  S H O P

with accom-

usical

Destination Dunoon
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Last week’s solution #533

Cryptic Clues 
ACROSS
1. Straightforward charges for guides 

(10)

6.  Banned speech from Shakespeare (4)

10. In 1049 Bruno ascended the throne 
of St Peter like a lion (7)

11. Strange keepsake for you and me (7)

12. Go to jail. Wait on, come back – 
release! (5,4)

13. Stunning blow in the style of an 
Australian climber (5)

14. Tight future, perhaps (5)

15. Mad to consent – it’s too easy! (2,7)

17. They need thick hides to plan these 
aberrations (9)

20. Blossoms for woke son (5)

21. Armies of entertainers (5)

23. Fellow offi  cers – an untidy heap, 
seething steam! (9)

25. No purpose – employ fewer (7)

26. Demands popular roads around 
India (7)

27. Closes extremities (4)

28. Rating an idiot, confused men’s 
set (10)

DOWN
1. Gives out 500 cheers (5)

2. Ten in river garden plan – need a big 
river as a border! (3,6)

3. Residents of Beijing speak very 
softly – message confused as it’s 
passed along (7,7)

4. Spanish and Portuguese are 
undisciplined – be Irani! (7)

5. Mad uncle in charge of a type of 
acid (7)

7. Market in a bag or a suitcase (5)

8. Philosopher who was because he 
thought (9)

9. Vows betrayed? More piss! (6,8)

14. Andy Griffi  ths’s constantly growing 
erection, designed to see her out (4,5)

16. Cast eyes to sea – simple to 
understand (4,2,3)

18. Agent of reckoning seems in 
fashion (7)

19. Appallingly I set sin in a chapel in 
the Vatican (7)

22. Pass the money, bet over (5)

24. Call for help over alien, and thus go 
down (2,3)

Quick Clues 
ACROSS
1. Instructions (10)

6.  Tale teller of old (4)

10. Resembling a lion (7)

11. Inquisitive (7)

12. Do porridge! (5,4)

13. Tree-dwelling marsupial (5)

14. Taut (5)

15. One-sided competition (2,7)

17. Not known for forgetting! (9)

20. A bed of these is luxurious! (5)

21. Presenters (5)

23. Regular dining companions (9)

25. Futile (7)

26. Maintains (7)

27. Finishes (4)

28. Evaluation (10)

DOWN
1. Distributes (5)

2. North American river fl owing into 
the Mexican Gulf (3,6)

3. Game involving passing information 
to another ‘sotto voce’ (7,7)

4. Peninsular in southwest Europe (7)

5. Acid carrying the genetic code (7)

7. Gathering place (5)

8. French mathematician who 
introduced the use of coordinates (9)

9. Deceptions; empty words (6,8)

14. Arboreal cubby (4,5)

16. Obvious (4,2,3)

18. Arch-enemy (7)

19. Famous Vatican City chapel (7)

22. Disburse (5)

24. Very much determined (2,3)

Mungo MacCallum’s Crossword #534

B A R O M E T R I C E A S T
U O Y E L N I
M A S T H E A D O C T A N E
B E S W U R C
L I L Y I N H O T W A T E R
E L G I S N R
B R A S S H A T S A C T E D
E E T E S E I
E N T R Y F A N T A S I E S

A E I N R N A
P R I N T M E D I A E F T S

R A A B I A T
T O P D O G L E N I E N C E

W E E U E T R
U S E R S P E A R H E A D S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10 11

12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26

27 28

PISCES THE FISH

ARIES: The classic astrological 
interpretation of this week’s Mercury 
in Aries is impetuous, impulsive, 
enthusiastic, witty, inventive, 
quick-tempered, impatient of delay 
and reactive to opposition. Need to 
slow down, to focus, to be less busy 
and driven, more thoughtful and 
organised... just so you know.

TAURUS: With artistic Venus 
stimulating your creative hormones, 
consider elevating your daily 
routines into soul nourishing rituals. 
Like, rather than autopiloting in 
the morning on a device, set your 
day’s agenda diff erently by going 
outside and connecting first with 
the inexhaustible beauty of the 
natural world.

GEMINI:  As your guiding planet, 
Mercury the astral messenger, 
leaps into its most straightforward 
stride this week, focus on keeping 
communications simple and 
uncomplicated. Reduce complex 
multiple options, use bullet points, 
take the time to clarify mixed 
messages or misunderstandings. 
Most important, be patient.

CANCER: While society undergoes 
a kind of collective colonic, 
Cancerians might find comfort in 
what science now knows because 
of the Heart Math Institute’s 
findings: that the heart actually 
sends more signals to the brain 
than vice versa. So don’t hold back 
this week on letting your heart 
have its say.

LEO: This last week of our annual 
astrological cycle is excellent for 
addressing unfinished business, 
tying off  loose ends and opening 
up space for the zodiac’s seasonal 
turnover. It’s also worthwhile 
spending some quiet time getting 
clear about what you truly, deeply, 
madly want to accomplish this year.

VIRGO: With your mentor Mercury, 
the silicate planet, in the zodiac’s 
most full forward and forthright 
fire sign, you might be inclined to 
tell it like it is this week. Just keep 
in mind that people don’t usually 
improve from being criticised, so 
go easy on critiquing, off er 
feedback constructively.

LIBRA: With Venus sashaying 
into one of her most aesthetic 
placements, look for the magic in 
the mundane, the extraordinary in 
the ordinary, the precious essence 
in everyday things. A great week 
for romantic antics or composing 
poetry: accurate character 
assessment and brokering business 
deals, not so much.

SCORPIO: As communicator 
Mercury takes the mic this week 
with confident, assertive attitude, 
the cosmos is supporting you to 
stand up for your convictions. To 
say what you mean and mean what 
you say, in the traditional Scorpio 
way. Extra karmic fly-by points if 
you do it without using the sting.

SAGITTARIUS: Venus is in 
sensitive and tender mode this 
week, Mars isn’t, and Mercury’s 
lacking conversational restraint: 
an astral mix suggesting that smart 
Sagittarians will consider looking 
before you leap, thinking before 
you speak and editing before 
you send, especially around the 
temperamental midweek moon.

CAPRICORN: Under this week’s 
shift ing star map, people could be 
unintentionally insulting. But still 
insulting, and hurt feelings are 
hurt feelings. It’s entirely up to you 
whether you want to take this on 
and get huff y and stand-off ish, or 
decide to flip the script and let it go 
by finding the funny side. Your call.

AQUARIUS: In the current season 
of mutual empathy, this altruistic, 
idealistic week at its best sees you 
surfing the waves of imagination 
for ways to make life better for 
your loved ones, colleagues and 
community. Yes, there’s heaps of 
fairy dust and woowoo, but who 
can move through that if not you?

PISCES: As your birthday 
month in the sun concludes, 
this week’s planetary emphasis 
in your compassionate sign 
spotlights ways in which your 
words and work can encourage 
others, making them feel valued, 
supported and loved by adding 
more soul to their goals and extra 
sensitivity to daily interactions.

STARS 
BY LILITH
Venus at her most 
emotional and ten-
der, Mars at his least 
sensitive and Mercury 
shooting from the 
lip, all increase this 
week’s potential for 
offended feelings, so 
speak kindly, tread 
gently...

www.echo.net.au/soap-box

Reach Beyond
One in 12 people over 65 are living with 

dementia. Dementia is not a specific 

disease, but is a general term for the 

impaired ability to remember, think, or 

make decisions that interfere with doing 

everyday activities. It’s actually no longer 

called dementia, but Major Neurocognitive 

Disorder (MND).

It doesn’t matter what we call it, dementia 

scares us. We forget where we parked the 

car and part of us has a small conniption: is 

this the beginning?

Years ago I had a profoundly beautiful 

experience with dementia - as it was called 

then. And it was quite by accident. It was 

Seniors Week and I had just presented 

‘Shooting From My Hip Replacement’, a 

stand-up comedy show starring people 

from 65 to 85, reframing stereotypes 

around ageing, with humour. The funders 

loved it and asked me to run the same pro-

gram for carers of people with dementia. I 

said yes! I turn up at a respite centre at the 

designated time to run my 8-week program 

and there are no carers. They don’t want 

to do a comedy program. They want to lie 

down. Go shopping. Have a break from the 

person with dementia. They certainly don’t 

want to do reflective comedy about how 

they are coping.

So I end up with 16 people with actual 

dementia, and this time it’s me who doesn’t 

have a clue.

I ask the questions I ask all my comedy 

students: ‘tell me about what annoys you’, 

‘tell me about this, tell me about that?’ 

These are all questions that reflect on 

the past – challenging to recall with MND. 

Nothing. I realised how many questions we 

ask must be troubling to people with this 

kind of cognitive impairment. ‘What did you 

do today?’, ‘how are you?’, ‘did you enjoy 

the biscuits I sent you?’. All scary questions 

about the place that keeps disappearing. 

The recent past.

I was failing badly. The 16 in my class 

watched me with a patient kindness. It’s 

very humbling when it’s people with demen-

tia feeling sorry for you.

I was so desperate to find a way to engage. 

Everything I tried, every activity I pulled 

from my bag of tricks was worse than the 

one before. By the third week I had people 

collaging their feelings. It felt very age inap-

propriate and I felt ashamed that I couldn’t 

make anything work. I remember this 

moment of having my back turned to the 

class, I was almost in tears with frustration 

and humiliation and this voice came into 

my head and it said ‘All they have is the 

moment. Give them the moment Mandy.’ 

So I turned back and said ‘Barry, I heard 

you were an amazing dancer, can you show 

me your moves with Betty?’ Barry smiles, 

grabs Betty’s hand and suddenly they are 

up doing some sassy moves across the floor. 

The group laughs. Barry and Betty laugh. 

I laugh. I have found the key. Don’t play 

it backwards. Play it forwards. Give them 

something new.

So every week I brought in props as a visual 

cue: a bunch of flowers; a police hat; a 

stethoscope; a rake; a pretty scarf; a string of 

pearl; a beautiful Arabic headdress. And I’d 

create scenarios for two people to interact: 

Joan had been drink-driving after her 

daughter’s wedding and Paul the cop pulled 

her over; Georgie and Thelma both wanted 

the last piece of cake; and Bess was the 

Arabian Princess who had two suitors, and 

when asked which one she would choose, 

she says in a scratchy drawl, ‘I’ll have them 

both and then keep whichever one lasts the 

longest’. We laughed deep and hard every 

week. It was magical.

I never asked about people’s past. I wanted 

to use my intuition to work things out 

from what they showed me. It taught me 

to listen and observe. It taught me how 

valuable joy is.

It wasn’t until Bess’s daughter came to our 

final in-house performance on the eighth 

week that I found out Bess hadn’t spoken 

for 2 years. The funniest most outrageously 

witty woman in my class was apparently 

mute. If I had known I probably wouldn’t 

have asked her to take a risk. But I didn’t, 

so I did – and she was talking. I guess this 

new place of playing it forward gave her 

somewhere safe. She couldn’t get it wrong 

here. So she could speak. I called this ‘Stand 

Up for Dementia’ and it taught me how 

important play is. This wasn’t about me. I 

wasn’t dressed up in crazy clothes clowning. 

I got out of the way. It was about them. It 

was about them relating with each other. It 

was about creating scenarios that brought 

them together. Because dementia takes that 

away. There is a palpable loneliness and 

isolation that just hangs in the room. But for 

the 90 minutes or so we played, there was 

just laughter.

I ran 30 classes around the region over a 

number of years, and was funded to teach 

facilitators. A study was published in an inter-

national, peer-reviewed medical journal.

And then the funding dried up. I’ve never 

been able to make a class happen again.

This year’s theme for Seniors Week – which 

btw is this week – is Reach Beyond. It made 

me think of this experience, when I had to 

reach beyond what I knew, beyond my pre-

conceived ideas and my expertise to meet 

them. And the people with dementia got to 

do the same. They got to be amazing, and 

funny and not the audience, but the stars of 

the show. Their show.

MANDY NOLAN’S

It was about 
creating 

scenarios that 
brought them 

together. Because 
dementia takes 

that away.
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LÉO TERRANDO DESIGN
A unique perspective on design that distills complex 
and multifaceted narratives through depth and 
layering.
Une perspective unique sur le design qui distille une 
idée complexe et multiforme à travers la profondeur 
et la superposition.. 

0402 530 675 
125 Jonson St, Byron Bay
leoterrando.com | info@leoterrando.com

100% PETS BYRON BAY
Your local family-owned and-operated pet supply 
store.
Come and see their friendly and knowledgeable team 
for all your pet needs.
The extensive range of quality products at 100% Pets 
enables them to become your pet care partner for the 
lifelong journey of your pet. Their priority is the health 
and wellbeing of your pet, whether it’s a dog, cat, 
rabbit, guinea pig, bird and/or fish.

0411 440 335 
4/55 Centennial Circuit, Byron Bay

SUNRISE WINDOW TINTING
Superior home, office and car tinting from a father-son 
team. Located in the Byron Arts & Industry, drop your 
car to them and take the solar train for a day in town. 
Super cool films and frosts from the world’s best 
manufacturers. Lifetime warranties available, friendly 
service and a local touch.

0412 158 478
3/21 Centennial Circuit, Byron Bay
www.sunrisewindowtinting.com.au

NO BONES
Indulge in the culinary magic of No Bones, Byron Bay’s 
own plant-powered gem! 
As a locally-owned business, they’re all about 
supporting the community by sourcing fresh delights 
from nearby producers. Their menu boasts innovative, 
cruelty-free dishes that redefine plant-based dining. 
Join them on a flavoursome adventure, celebrating 
the vibrant spirit of Byron Bay while savouring locally 
crafted goodness. #BRUSSELSNOTBEEF

11 Fletcher Street, Byron Bay
nobones.co

BETTER BY BIKE
Come ride the Northern Rivers Rail Trail through lush 
hinterland, native rainforests and a 500m glow worm 
tunnel.
Better By Bike provides on trail e-bike hire or e-bike 
hire with return shuttle from your accommodation. 
They also rent their bikes out on multiday hires around 
town. 
Alternatively try their guided evening glow worm tour 
spectacular! The trail is suited to all ages and riding 
abilities. They cater for families with infants, young 
ones, couples and large groups.

0408 444 858
www.betterbybike.com.au | info@betterbybike.com.au

Better By Bike-Northern Rivers Rail Trail 
betterbybikeoz

DR. MOOSE
Get ready to stand out from the crowd this festival 
season with your very own custom t-shirt! 
Printed while you wait/ same day! No set up costs, full 
colour prints on AS Colour high quality shirts. 
Locally-owned, Byron since ‘95.

Open every day 9.30am-5.30pm 
02 6685 5825
48 Jonson Street, Byron Bay
www.drmoose.com.au | drmoose@drmoose.com.au

Chamber invites local businesses to Open 
Forum Board Meetings 
In 2024 the Chamber is hosting quarterly Open Forum 
Board Meetings at the Byron Services Club to enhance 
transparency and communication with local businesses. 
The inaugural event is on Thursday, 21 March at 6pm, with 
no tickets required. 
Attendees can turn up to engage directly with the 
Chamber’s executive board, voice opinions, ask questions 
and bring important issues to their attention. All businesses, 
regardless of size or tenure, are encouraged to participate. 
President Matt Williamson emphasised the Chamber’s 
commitment to advocating to drive local business growth 
and prosperity. ‘This is your chance to connect with us 
and make your voice heard,’ Williamson said. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to collaborate with the Chamber and help 
shape Byron’s business community. 

www.byronbaychamber.com 

A WORD FROM 
THE BYRON BAY 

CHAMBER 
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Byron Bay Rotary Club

Thanks to the generosity of the community, 2024 has 

kicked off with a bang for the Rotary Club of Byron Bay 

with donations from a number of fundraising activities 

now working hard across various projects. 

The club has a significant commitment to young people 

as the future of the Shire and many of their activities 

focus on supporting local youngsters. One example is their 

ongoing contribution to the highly regarded Bravehearts 

program and this March, hundreds more local children learn 

how to identify and protect themselves from sexual abuse. 

Rotary continues to offer essential school items for those suffering 

hardship, they have more school scholarships planned, a new initiative to provide financial 

support to select gifted students, and more Rotary youth activities to come.

www.byronbayrotary.org.au
FB: byronbayrotary

Byron Community College

Looking to get certified in a new career?

Byron Community College is thrilled to announce that 

expressions of interest are now open for two exciting 

new certificate courses.

Their focus is on career development, personal growth 

and equipping students with invaluable skills to 

transform their life and foster a brighter future for all.

CHC43315 - Certificate IV in Mental Health

CUA31120 - Certificate III in Visual Arts

Additionally, due to popular demand, the beloved ‘AHC30722 - Certificate III in Horticulture’ is 

making a triumphant return to their curriculum. 

Through hands-on experience and expert guidance, you’ll emerge with the tools and confidence 

to thrive in your chosen fields.

Email the College at customercare@byroncollege.org.au to register your interest. 
Apply for horticulture at www.byroncollege.org.au/course-category/nationally-recognised-training
or call 02 6684 3374 to learn more. RTO:90013

Knit Happens

Knit Happens is your premier yarn destination in 

Murwillumbah. Their store offers a curated selection 

of quality and sustainable yarn from popular brands 

like Fiddlesticks, Katia, Knit or Dye, Wool & The 

Gang and much more. Whether you’re a seasoned 

knitter, crafty crocheter or a newbie, their eco-friendly 

fibres will inspire your creativity.

Explore their range of tools and notions from 

Chiaogoo, Clover, and Birch,  including high-quality needles, hooks, and accessories. Join 

their informative classes and workshops to enhance your skills and connect with fellow 

crafters. Plus, one-on-one private lessons are also offered for all ages.

Creative Kids vouchers are accepted.

www.knithappens.com.au
karen@knithappens.com.au
0408 321 209
3/132 Murwillumbah Street (next door to Keith cafe) or enter via Proudfoots Lane, Murwillumbah

The Mullum Autumn 
Plant Fair 

A plant filled, family fun day!

Come along to the Mullum Community Gardens this 

Sunday, 17 March from 9am–2 pm, for a day cultivating 

and celebrating a love of plants. Whether you’re 

interested in bush foods and rainforest restoration, 

regenerative agriculture or swapping seeds you will 

find your match. Featuring more than 20 diverse 

stalls- native plants, food and fruit trees, rare, exotic, ornamental and indoor plants plus a full 

program of talks and hands-on workshops. Presenters include Delta Kay sharing Bundjalung bush 

food, and Harry Moult revealing secrets to thriving soil. Enjoy delicious food amidst the beauty of 

the gardens while listening to live music. There’s something for everyone including Kids Autumn 

puppet shows, seniors activities, plant identification, syntropic gardening workshops, and more. 

Full program: www.mullumseed.org.au/autumn-plant-fair/

My Geek Mate

Mark, at My Geek Mate has a list of ‘Tech 

Commandments of the Chief Geek’. Close to the top 

is ‘believe in the cloud’. Take Apple iCloud. For $1.49 a 

month, you can back up 50Gb’s to the cloud. It’s fully 

automated once set up. The alternative for photos for 

example, would be for you to remember to manually 

back up your iPhone to your Mac. Then back up your 

Mac to an external drive. All these devices could be 

lost, stolen or destroyed. However, the chances of the 

world’s data centres going down simultaneously are 

far less likely. If that did happen then your own survival would most likely be your priority. So 

‘believe in the cloud’!

Personal tech support for bamboozled bipeds 
1/53 Tamar St, Ballina
0431 122 057

Heartworm Testing

Tragedy strikes! Mooki, a beloved canine companion, 

succumbed to heartworm disease. Mooki’s passing 

serves as a poignant reminder of the importance of 

preventive care for our furry friends. In response to 

this loss, North Coast Veterinary Services and Mooki’s 

compassionate owners have united to offer free or 

heavily discounted heartworm testing this month. 

Their mission is clear: to prevent more dogs from facing 

Mooki’s fate. Heartworm disease is a silent killer, often 

detected too late. By providing accessible testing, 

they aim to catch this deadly disease early and save 

lives. Contact North Coast Veterinary Services today, to 

access this testing as soon as possible and protect your pet’s health.

www.northcoastvetservices.com.au
233 Gulgan Road, Brunswick Heads
02 6684 0735

ReForest Now planting site

Rare and majestic visitors have been spotted at Byron 

View Farm, a testament to the ongoing success of 

a collaborative rewilding project at this magical 

wedding venue. Richmond birdwing butterflies, 

known for their size and vibrant blue wings, are 

now fluttering amongst the thousands of rainforest 

trees and over 700 native vines planted by ReForest 

Now and landholder Robert Schwamberg. Female 

butterflies have been observed laying their eggs 

on the planted Richmond birdwing vines. Their larvae are dependent on the young growth of 

these vines as a source of food. The recent increase in sightings is encouraging and suggests the 

project is achieving its objective of expanding habitat for a nearby population of this threatened 

species.

To support ReForest Now visit reforestnow.org.au/donate or call 0415 134 941.

Miconia Calvescens: 
The purple plague 
threatening our rainforests

One of the world’s worst invasive species, miconia 

calvescens (miconia), forms monocultures and replaces 

native understory plants in the rainforest, affecting 

wildlife populations and biodiversity. Given the dense 

thickets they form, few native plants can tolerate the 

deep shade miconia creates. They can produce up to 20 million seeds a year and the Northern 

Rivers provides the perfect environmental conditions for an incursion.

Rhett Patrick, Weed Biosecurity and Bush Regeneration Manager, Rous County Council, said given 

the rapid rate at which miconia spread, the weed poses a serious economic and environmental 

risk to the region.

Help prevent the purple plague from wiping out our own natural rainforests. If you think you’ve
seen this invasive weed, call the Rous County Council weed hotline on 6623 3800.
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BRUNSWICK PICTURE HOUSE COMEDY WEEKEND
Brunswick Picture House is the home of comedy in the 

Northern Rivers and after a stonking summer comedy 

program, the fun and frivolity continue this month with a 

spectacular comedy weekend.

Starting off the fun is the hilarious Ray O’Leary. Known 

for his deadpan delivery and iconic grey suit, Ray made his 

Australian debut in 2023 to sold-out audiences and was 

nominated for Best Newcomer at the Melbourne International 

Comedy Festival. Ray is a staple on television shows, including 

Have You Been Paying Attention? and Thank God You’re Here.

‘Totally Normal’ is Nazeem Hussain’s brand new stand-up 

show, and whether you’ve laughed at him on TV, followed 

him on TikTok, or perhaps tailed him in real life (creepy, but 

he appreciates the commitment), now’s your chance to strap 

in for a full dose of Nazeem, live and up-close. A regular on 

international stages, Nazeem has sold out seasons around the 

globe, including in London, Paris, China, opening for Dave 

Chappelle in New York, and a homecoming show of sorts in 

Sri Lanka to 2,500 people (yes, the prime minister and his wife 

sat on thrones in the front row).

‘Attack of The Melanie Bracewell!’ You may have seen 

her on her hit show, The Cheap Seats, or embarrassing 

herself on Taskmaster NZ. Now is your chance to see her 

live as she returns to Bruns with her brand new show. 

Melanie promises to bring you her signature brand of 

relatable, goofy and punchline-heavy stand-up comedy. 

She promises she won’t actually attack you.

What more can we say about Urzila Carlson?As it says on the 

label, it’s ‘Just Jokes.’ Come for a show and leave with a sore 

face from laughing. Switch off and relax. Urzila is a three-

time winner of the Melbourne International Comedy Festival 

People’s Choice Award. Originally scheduled for March 21/22 

– due to a scheduling change, Urzila’s new dates will now be 

in August.

Ray O’Leary – Thursday, March 21 at 7pm
Nazeem Hussain – Saturday, March 23 at 7pm
Melanie Bracewell – Sunday, March 24 at 6pm.
Urzila Carlson – Sunday, August 25, to Tuesday, August 27
Find out more at: brunswickpicturehouse.com

GLOBAL BEATS AND LANTERN PARADES
Byron Bay’s free Harmony Day celebration on Saturday, March 23 starts at 3.30pm 

in Apex Park, Main Beach, with live global beats and dance from our region’s 

multicultural community.

Bundjalung man Colin Valuup Appo will offer his Welcome to Country, with didgeridoo 

accompaniment, to be followed by Byron Bay locals, Elliot Orr master of the African djembe, 

traditional Japanese drumming enthusiasts Byron Taiko, the Brazilian rhythms of Batala 
Samba Percussion and the exuberant Bollywood Sisters dance group from Lismore.

After 4pm the performers will form a procession of rhythm 

through Byron Bay along Jonson Street’s pedestrian ways. 

The Global Beats Harmony Parade will arrive at the Railway 
Park Twilight Market after 4.30pm, where there will be more 

performances to enjoy from the drumming and dancing 

groups, as well as delicious feasts from the many multicultural-

themed food vendors.

From 5pm you are invited to join in Japanese lantern-
making, offered by the local Japanese community and friends 

as well as bracelet-making and badge-making organised by 

a team from Social Futures.

The crew from the Lismore Lantern Parade, LightnUp Inc, 

will converge with locals at the twilight market, bringing with 

them some of their spectacular, creative lanterns, to join the 

evening’s Harmony Day Lantern Parade, to be held after dark.

Before the night parade there will be Japanese sword dance, 

and kimono dance cultural performances. From 7pm the 

Byron Taiko group, followed by community lantern-making 

participants and the Lismore LightnUp Inc crew, will lead the 

Harmony Day Lantern Parade back along Jonson Street to Apex 

Park for a drumming finale to close the celebrations.

Saturday, March 23 is a free day of celebration and 
entertainment for the whole community! See Byron 
Harmony Day Festival Facebook page for more details.

ST PAT’S DAY FUNDRAISER AT THE NORTHERN FOR 
FLETCHER STREET COTTAGE
Everyone is invited to a lively St Patrick’s Day music fundraiser in 
aid of Fletcher Street Cottage on Sunday from 2pm until late.

This event promises to be an epic experience with live music, DJs 

spinning tunes, and a vibrant piano bar setting. Get ready for a 

night filled with dancing, laughter and good vibes all around.

As part of the festivities, The Northern are hosting an exciting 

$18,000 raffle, offering you the chance to win big while supporting 

a great cause – with dozens of sponsors and dozens of prizes this 

event is really truly epic!

All proceeds from this event will go towards supporting Byron’s 

homeless community, making a meaningful difference to the lives 

of those in need, thanks to generous partners, The Northern Hotel 

and Stone & Wood, who make this event possible.

Join the fun for a St Patrick’s Day celebration with a purpose, as the 

community comes together to raise funds and spread joy to those 

who need it most. See you there!

Sunday, March 7 at The Northern from 2pm. For more info see 
advert on page 15. Tix: www.byroncentre.com.au

Y WEEKEND
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108 Jonson St, Byron Bay

Session Times

Please check online for ALL films screening. Mercato Complex 3hrs FREE parking Validation for all Palace Cinemas 
customers. Session times subject to change - check web for most up to date sessions.

*NFT = No Free Tickets.
Book Online at palacecinemas.com.au

Thurs, March 14 – Wed, March 20

SPECIAL SCREENINGS
IMMACULATE (CTC) 

FRIGHT NIGHT PREVIEW

Wed: 8:30PM

NT LIVE: VANYA (CTC)

Daily: 6:00PM

PERFECT DAYS (PG)

MOVIE CLUB

Tues: 7:00PM

WAITRESS: THE 
MUSICAL (M)

Thurs: 7:00PM.
Sun: 3:00PM

WICKED LITTLE 
LETTERS(CTC)

SPARKLING SESSION

Fri: 6:30PM

FAMILY FILMS
COMBAT WOMBAT: 
BACK 2 BACK (PG)

Daily except Thurs, 
Mon: 11:00AM.
Thurs, Mon: 11:15AM

WONKA (PG)

Daily except Sun, Tues: 
11:00AM, 1:50PM.

Sun: 11:20AM, 1:50PM.
Tues: 10:45AM, 1:50PM

ALL FILMS
ANATOMY OF A 
FALL (MA15+)

Thurs, Mon, Wed: 12:45PM, 
3:50PM, 6:40PM.
Fri: 12:45PM, 3:50PM, 
7:00PM.
Sat: 12:45PM, 4:30PM, 
7:00PM.
Sun: 12:45PM, 
4:15PM, 6:40PM.
Tues: 12:45PM, 
4:00PM, 6:40PM

BOB MARLEY: 
ONE LOVE (M)

Daily except Sun: 12:00PM, 
4:20PM, 8:15PM.
Sun: 12:00PM, 
4:20PM, 6:00PM

CABRINI (M)

Daily except Sun: 11:00AM.
Sun: 11:15AM

DUNE: PART TWO (M)

Daily except Sun: 11:00AM, 
1:00PM, 4:15PM, 6:30PM, 

7:30PM, 8:00PM.
Sun: 11:00AM, 1:00PM, 
2:15PM, 4:15PM, 6:30PM

FALLEN LEAVES (M)

Daily except Sun, 
Mon: 4:00PM.
Sun: 12:45PM.
Mon: 10:50AM, 4:00PM

FORCE OF NATURE: 
THE DRY 2 (M)

Thurs, Tues, Wed: 1:45PM.
Fri: 1:45PM, 3:40PM, 
8:40PM.
Sat: 1:45PM, 3:40PM, 
7:30PM.
Sun: 2:00PM, 3:40PM.
Mon: 1:45PM, 7:15PM

IMAGINARY (M)

Thurs, Fri, Mon, Wed: 
4:45PM.
Sat: 3:45PM.
Sun: 10:45AM.
Tues: 4:15PM

LOVE LIES BLEEDING
(MA15+) NFT

Daily except Sun: 11:30AM, 
4:20PM, 6:00PM.
Sun: 10:40AM, 
4:20PM, 6:00PM

OPPENHEIMER (MA15+)

Daily except Sun, 
Tues: 2:15PM.
Tues: 3:40PM

POOR THINGS (MA15+)

Daily except Sun, 
Tues: 1:45PM.
Tues: 1:15PM

THE GREAT 
ESCAPER (M)

Thurs, Mon, Wed: 11:30AM, 
2:15PM, 6:00PM.
Fri, Sat: 11:00AM, 
2:15PM, 6:00PM.
Sun: 2:15PM, 7:15PM.
Tues: 11:10AM, 
2:15PM, 6:00PM

THE ZONE OF 
INTEREST (M)

Thurs, Mon, Tues: 
1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
8:10PM.
Fri, Sat: 11:30AM, 
1:20PM, 8:10PM.
Sun: 10:45AM, 
12:50PM, 7:20PM.
Wed: 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
7:15PM

Session Times Ballina Fair Cinema

Ballina Fair Shopping Centre FREE parking Book Online at palacecinemas.com.au

Thurs, March 14 - Wed, March 20

BOB MARLEY: 
ONE LOVE (M)

Daily: 4:20PM

COMBAT WOMBAT: 
BACK 2 BACK (PG)

Daily: 10:00AM

DUNE: PART TWO (M)

Daily except Wed: 10:15AM,
12:30PM, 5:45PM, 6:45PM.
Wed: 10:15AM, 12:30PM, 
5:45PM

FORCE OF NATURE:
THE DRY 2 (M)

Daily: 2:00PM

IMMACULATE (CTC)

Wed: 6:30PM

ONE LIFE (PG)

Daily: 11:45AM

THE GREAT ESCAPER (M)

Daily: 10:20AM, 3:40PM

THE ZONE OF INTEREST (M)

Daily: 1:30PM, 3:50PM,
6:15PM

Palace Cinemas is proud to be preserving Ballina’s 
cherished community cinema, where we’ll continue 

bringing exceptional movie experiences to the 
vibrant Ballina audience!

47/84 Kerr St, Ballina

SCAN TO
 JOIN FOR FREE

To receive the

 absolute lowest 

ticket price and

special offers, be 

sure to join our

 Free Movie Club!

*NFT = No Free Tickets

HAVE YOU SENT 
US YOUR GIG?

Submit your event to the Echo’s free Gig Guide. 

Running in The Echo and online at echo.net.au.

gigs@echo.net.au

WEDNESDAY 13
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, OOZ
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM MARSHALL OKELL
BYRON THEATRE 
7.30PM WHITE RABBIT, 
RED RABBIT BY NASSIM 
SOLEIMANPOUR
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
BANGALOW BOWLO 
7.30PM BANGALOW 
BRACKETS OPEN MIC
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM THE ANIMALS — 
THE FAREWELL TOUR
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 
6.30PM KARAOKE + LIVE 
POETS

THURSDAY 14
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, DAN HANNAFORD
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
7PM SAIGE
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
THE ROCKS, BYRON BAY, 
6PM WILL HENDERSON
LENNOX HOTEL HOTEL STAGE 
8PM THURSDAY JAM NIGHT
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 
5PM BLACK TRAIN
LISMORE CITY BOWLO 
7PM LISMORE SUPPER CLUB 
WITH GREG LYON, LAURA 
NOBEL AND AARON WEST

FRIDAY 15
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, JB’S BLUES BREAKERS
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
5PM KALAKARI, MICKA 
SCENE & PACHA MAMMA + 
DJ NO ID
BYRON THEATRE 
8PM KINGSWOOD
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 
5.30PM DJ YASMIN
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
8PM SEASIDE
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 7PM BALL 
PARK MUSIC + BEAN 
MAGAZINE

WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ 
AFRODESIA
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
8PM KRAPPYOKEE WITH 
JESS
COURTHOUSE HOTEL, 
MULLUMBIMBY 7PM RADIO 
JUPITER
CLUB LENNOX 7PM ANGEL 
& ALI
LENNOX HOTEL 9PM RAGGA 
JUMP
KELP BAR, BALLINA, 6PM JAY 
& LYNDEY
CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 7PM ANDREW & 
MAL
BALLINA RSL LEVEL ONE 
7.30PM THE ROBERTSON 
BROTHERS 60’S VARIETY 
SHOW
EVANS HEADS BOWLO 
5PM JON J BRADLEY
ELTHAM HOTEL 7PM JB 
PATERSON & KARLS S 
WILLIAMS
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 
7.30PM BLACK TRAIN + DJ 
BOZ
THE CHANNON 
TAVERN ULYSSES BOW
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6PM DARREN J RAY
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
6PM STEPHEN LOVELIGHT

SATURDAY 16
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, ADAM HOLE BAND
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
5PM ISAAC FRANKHAM, DJ 
BORING & LOODS (S.C.D.D) + 
DJ CHELSEA SHARNE
BYRON THEATRE 6PM USTAD 
SHAHID PARVEZ KHAN 
& �SRI ANUBRATA 
CHATTERJEE
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 
1.30PM OOZ, 5PM DJ 
JR.DYNAMITE
BYRON TWILIGHT MARKET 
4PM GUY KACHEL
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 
4.30PM DAN HANNAFORD 
DUO
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM HANNAH 
MACKLIN

CLUB LENNOX 7PM HARRY 
NICHOLS BAND
LENNOX HOTEL 9PM ANIMAL 
VENTURA
CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 8PM JABIRU
CIVIC HOTEL, LISMORE, 
5PM USED GOODS
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 
7.30PM BLUE SKILLET 
ROVERS + DJ MAGNUS
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6.30PM GLENN 
SHIELDS
KINGSCLIFF BEACH HOTEL 
5PM YOU AM I
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
6PM TAHLIA MATHESON
SEAGULLS, TWEED HEADS, 
7.30PM DIVINE LS & WILD 
CHILD

SUNDAY 17
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, GOODRICH
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
4.30PM BOURBON STREET + 
DJ REIFLEX
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
KARKALLA, BYRON BAY, 
10AM KARUAH
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 
12.30PM BEN WHITING, 
3PM DJ LAINIE GODIVA
THE NORTHERN, BYRON 
BAY, 2PM ST PATRICK’S DAY 
FUNDRAISER FOR FLETCHER 
STREET COTTAGE
BANGALOW HOTEL 
4PM PHANTOM LIMBZ
FEDERAL HALL 5PM FINE-CUT 
SCREENING – THE KOALAS
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 
4PM ROUND MOUNTAIN 
GIRLS + ANDY JANS BROWN
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM STEPH STRINGS
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
3PM OPEN-MIC WITH THE 
SWAMP CATS
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ 
ARUANDA
THE SLEEPY BARN, SLEEPY 
HOLLOW 3PM ADRIAN 
HEATH
LENNOX HOTEL 3PM THE 
MUMBLERS
CLUB LENNOX 4PM JB’S 
BLUES BREAKERS

LENNOX PIZZA 4PM LUKE 
YEAMAN
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 
2.30PM SUNDAY BLUES CLUB 
SESSIONS FEAT. CAROLYN 
PACKER & CAMERON JONES 
WITH SCRUBBY PETE AND 
FRIENDS
SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA, 
3PM SUNDAY SESSIONS FT. 
PINK ZINC
ELTHAM HOTEL 2.30PM THE 
BUTTON COLLECTIVE
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 
3.30PM MITCHELL SMITH
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 
4PM CHRIS FISHER
FEDERAL HOTEL, 
ALSTONVILLE, ULYSSES BOW
UKI MARKET 8AM RACHEL 
BY THE STREAM, CJ SHAW & 
ANGEL

MONDAY 18
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, CHRIS ARONSTEN
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM SHAYA AVITAN
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL

TUESDAY 19
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, LEIGH JAMES
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM LUKE BENNETT
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
LENNOX HEAD SURF CLUB 
11AM SHELLY BROWN – 
BRUNCH CHOIR
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 
6.30PM OPEN MIC WITH 
CHRIS FISHER

WEDNESDAY 20
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, TIM STOKES
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
7PM INO PIO
BYRON THEATRE 7PM DAOIRÍ 
FARRELL
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
BANGALOW BOWLO 
7.30PM BANGALOW 
BRACKETS OPEN MIC
BRUNSWICK HEADS 
PICTURE HOUSE 7PM KITA 
ALEXANDER

ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL

The opening of the Alliance Française French Film Festival 

(AF FFF24) last week was brilliant, with a screening of 

the epic The Three Musketeers: D’Artagnan – there are still 

sessions available for this film and the sequel, The Three 

Musketeers: Milady.

There are so many truly good films in this festival, the 

program is definitely worth checking out, but the one I am 

looking forward to most is Neneh Superstar.

This inspiring family-friendly film resonates with everyone 

who has ever refused to compromise their dreams and 

stood up against those who said no. Set within one of 

France’s most prestigious cultural institutions – the Paris 

Opera Ballet School – 12-year-old ballet dancer Neneh 

discovers that her extraordinary natural talent and focused 

discipline may not be enough to win the approval of 

the school’s harsh and discriminatory headmistress, 

Marianne Belage. Not only is our heroine from a socially-

disadvantaged background, but she is also black, 

challenging the longstanding dominance of white dancers 

in classical ballet. Newcomer Oumy Bruni Garrel is a 

revelation as Neneh, portraying the young ballerina with 

dignity and grace. The film also stars Maïwenn (director and 

star of Jeanne du Barry, AF FFF24), delivering a formidable 

portrayal of the ex-star ballerina turned headmistress. Neneh 

Superstar, while being a glorious celebration of talent and 

perseverance, serves as a timely reminder that prejudice 

remains a significant barrier for many. This charming feel-

good film is a must-see for families and ballet enthusiasts of 

all ages.

Check out the entire program for the Alliance Française 
French Film Festival at palacecinemas.com.au.

GIG 
GUIDE

It’s free to list your gigs in the gig guide.
gigs@echo.net.au 
w: echo.net.au/gig-guide
DEADLINE 5PM ON FRIDAYS
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1 THE NECKS 2 ENDRA 
PRESENTS: HAVEN | 3 RiVERTREE 
6 FUNNY MONDAY | 6 VANYA 
8 BADASS WOMEN | 9 LYDiA 
LUNCH | 11-15 SENiORS FESTiVAL 
13 WHiTE RABBiT, RED RABBiT 
15 KiNGSWOOD | 16 MAESTROS 
OF iNDiA | 20 DAOiRi FARRELL 
21 DUBiOZA KOLEKTiV 
22 FiGHT CLUB | 23 YiRiNDA 
24 THE UMBiLiCAL BROTHERS

BYRON
THEATRE

.COM More at bayfm.org 

In your car? 
Jump onto BayFM at 99.9FM for the 
Shire’s own and only radio station.

On your device?
 Find us on your radio app, or go to the 
source at bayfm.org to listen live or to 

listen back via the Program Guide. 
Yep, you have options.

Ben – you’re in your car. Are you going somewhere fun?
At the moment I’m in the park. It’s Griffith Park in Los 

Angeles, a wonderful park.

How many times have been over here for Bluesfest?
This, I believe will be my sixth so far.

Does it feel like ‘old home week’ for you coming back 
here?
There is a piece of that. Yeah, it’s very real. It’s very familiar 

and comfortable in that regard. Yeah.

You do seem very comfortable and you seem to enjoy 
quite a lot of collaboration while you’re here. Is that 
something that’s very important to you?
It is. It’s always fun and improvisational and it’s a specific 

challenge. It takes a very attuned focus to get that right. 

Sometimes it’s right. And sometimes it’s a bit left of right, 

but it’s cool. It’s something that if it hits the mark is fun for 

everybody.

Have you stumbled across someone unexpected at 
Bluesfest that you hadn’t known and all of a sudden, 
you found you could do some great things?
Well, I didn’t do any great things, but I am sure some of the 

best shows I’ve ever seen were Midnight Oil.

I interviewed a mate of yours, Jack Johnson. It seems 
like you have a very close personal relationship and a 
very close musical relationship as well.
Jack is a dear personal friend. I’m one of his biggest fans. 

From the minute I heard his music – I got a little cassette 

tape that was handed to me – some demos of his, and I 

must have played that tape till it wore out.

What is your current earworm?

My current earworm is a song by my daughter, Harris. 

It’s her first release called ‘The Longest Apocalypse’. She’s 

currently on tour with Mitch Roman and Harry Styles.

I know that you’re a person who is very clear about 
your activism. Do you feel that a person with a profile 
and ‘influence’ has a responsibility to use that for the 
causes they believe in?
Whether or not you’re an artist, if you have a cause and 

you believe in it, if it’s for good, I believe it’s worth standing 

up for.

You had a release last June. Will we be hearing a lot 
from that record?
You know, I tend to build from songs that people really 

recognise and then throw in a couple of surprises – a few 

solo pieces, as well as the band, and a cover here and 

there.

Are you travelling with a big entourage?
It’s a five-piece band at the moment with some crew from 

here, and then working with some that already have boots 

on the ground there. So it’s not over the top just enough 

to ensure that everything sounds good and works. 

Hopefully one time you can come over with your 
daughter…?
Oh, I’ve got to get there with Harris for sure. Yeah!

Is there anyone in particular that you’re looking 
forward to seeing at Bluesfest?
At Bluesfest you can throw a dart, can’t you? That’s the 

thing. So, I’ll just be wandering around as I always do.

Ben – are you having enough fun?
I think so. I mean, there’s never enough fun – is there?

Ben Harper and The Innocent Criminals 
will play Bluesfest on Easter Sunday. 
Visit: www.bluesfest.com.au

Ben Harper is one of the premiere songwriters of his 
generation and there is always a feeling of that extra 
something special whenever he appears at Bluesfest 
– on its stages, he has collaborated with many of the 
festival’s favourites and he has captured the ears of 
anyone within reach.

Harper’s latest album Wide Open Light dropped in 
June 2023 including ‘Yard Sale’, a wonderful duet 
with his good mate Jack Johnson. Harper is heading 
to Tyagarah at Easter and he is bringing the goodies 
for you.

Seven caught up with Harper last week.

BEN HARPER AND BLUESFEST BANGALOW FILM FESTIVAL

There are still plenty of great films to see at the Bangalow 
Film Festival – highlights include Eskawatã Kayawai – The 

Spirit of Transformation, the story of the cultural and spiritual 

renaissance of the Huni Kuin people from the Brazilian 

Amazon forest through their connection with Ayahuasca, and 

Freud’s Last Session when on the eve of the Second World War, 

two of the greatest minds of the 20th century, C.S. Lewis and 

Sigmund Freud converge for their own personal battle over 

the existence of God – both on Wednesday.

On Thursday there is Big Wave Guardians and on Friday
Smoke Sauna Sisterhood, Radical, and Nosferatu (Live), a 

special live music-and-film event that brings together the 

multi-talented Jai Piccone and F.W. Murnau’s iconic 1922 

silent film Nosferatu: A Symphony of Horror.

Saturday has a great film for kids with The Muppets Take 

Manhatten and the festival closes out with Common Ground, 

Deep Rising, Posso Entrare? An Ode To Naples and last but not 

at all least, Trilogy: New Wave.

This week there will also be two special live events. On

Thursday the much-loved choir Dustyesky return to 

the stage with their very first film concert. The choir will 

accompany the screening of the Aleksandr Dovzhenko’s 

1930 masterpiece Earth (Zemlya)  for an extraordinary 

meeting of voices and film; and on Friday, the Shire Choir 
will feature in the premiere of A Love Letter to Musicals, an 

ode to the magic of musicals and to singing your heart out. 

Expect a feature-length singalong mash-up made of some 

of the most famous songs from iconic musicals with each 

song sung live by a chorus. 

Find out all you need to know at 
bangalowfilmfestival.com.au.
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ARE YOU SEEKING A COMPREHENSIVE 
SOLUTION FOR ALL YOUR REAL 
ESTATE ENDEAVOURS?  
With a reputation for excellence and a dedicated team of professionals, 
Century 21 Alstonville and Byron Bay offers a seamless experience  
tailored to your unique needs, encompassing both sales and property  
management services.

WHY CHOOSE US?
EXPERTISE: Whether you’re buying, selling, or seeking property management services, we 
possess the expertise to guide you through every step of the process with confidence and 
ease.

KNOWLEDGE: With our expert knowledge of the real estate market, you can trust us to 
provide valuable insights and strategic advice to maximize your investment potential.

SERVICE: From initial consultation to closing the deal, our team is committed to delivering 
exceptional service and support, ensuring a seamless and stress-free experience for every 
client.

C ONTACT  US TODAY!
Ready to embark on your real estate journey with confidence? Partner with Century 21 
Alstonville and Byron Bay to experience the difference firsthand.

9 2  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  A L S T O N V I L L E3 / 4 7  J O N S O N  S T R E E T ,  B Y R O N  B AY

Byron Lifestyle
Real Estate

3 / 4 7  J O N S O N  S T R E E T ,  B Y R O N  B AY

Byron Lifestyle
Real Estate

0487 287 122
C21.com.au/ByronBay
admin@c21byron.com

(02) 6628 7122
C21.com.au/Alstonville
admin@c21alstonville.com FOR SALE: 93 Cowlong Road, McLeans Ridges

FOR SALE: 22 Karissa Drive, Goonellabah

FOR SALE: 232 Pearces Creek Road, Alstonville

FOR SALE: 341 Ellis Road, Alstonville
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www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

75 BUTLER STREET, BYRON BAY Renovated Character Home 
and Extra Accommodation 
in Central Byron

PRICE  |  $2.25M - $2.35M

OPEN  |  Thurs 14th March 10 - 10:30am 

•

• Short walk to town, Main Beach and Farmer ’s Market

• Ducted air-conditioning and fans throughout

• Attached, self-contained one-bed second dwelling
with full-sized kitchen, modern bathroom, deck and
separate access

613M2

3 32 2

 
0400 028 594

Su Reynolds  
0428 888 660

24 NEW CITY ROAD, MULLUMBIMBY Charming 1930’s Home in
Central Mullum Location with 
Approved Secondary Dwelling

PRICE  |  Contact Agent

OPEN  |  Sat 16th March 9 - 9:30am 

• Substantial renovation completed in 2023 with
air-conditioning throughout

•
with rear lane access

• Turn key ready, excellent investment opportunity 
with 5%+ return

•  
of the house

632M2

5 22 2

Tara Torkkola 
0423 519 698

Jasmin McClymont  
0434 029 668

253 EUREKA ROAD, ROSEBANK ‘Grace Farm’
Elevated Charming 
Queenslander Home with 
Multiple Outbuildings

PRICE  |  $1.7M - $1.86M

OPEN  |  Sat 16th March 9 - 9:30am

• Freshly painted with high, ornate ceilings and VJ walls

• Established gardens and Coopers Creek frontage

• Two original outbuildings, perfect for renovating with

the potential for generating extra income

• 10 mins to Clunes and 30 mins to Byron Bay

3 22 2

11.2HA Tara Torkkola 
0423 519 698

Jasmin McClymont  
0434 029 668

2B/107 PATERSON STREET, BYRON BAY Charming timber home 
in town Byron

PRICE  |  $1.29M - $1.395M

OPEN  |  Sat 16th March 10:30 - 11am

• North facing entertaining deck and low maintenance,
fenced yard

•

• Generous sized bedrooms, each with built-in robes

• Perfectly positioned in Byron town, close to amenities
and beaches

253M2

3 21 1

 
0400 028 594

Su Reynolds  
0428 888 660
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www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

28 CARLYLE STREET, BYRON BAY ‘Carlyle House’
History Meets Modern Luxury
in The Heart of Byron

PRICE  |  Contact Agent

OPEN  |  Sat 16th March 2:30 - 3pm 

•
authenticity

•
separate guest suite

•

•

539M2

4 53 2

Su Reynolds  
0428 888 660

0400 028 594

15 KARALAUREN COURT, LENNOX HEAD Elevated and Grand Family 
Home with Pool in Lennox Head

PRICE  |  $1.75M - $1.85M

OPEN  |  Sat 16th March 10:30 - 11am

•

•

•

•

940M2

4 22 2

Su Reynolds  
0428 888 660

0400 028 594

584 THE POCKET ROAD, THE POCKET Architecturally Designed Home 
with Stables, Creek and
Stunning Views

PRICE  |  Contact Agent

OPEN  |  

•

•

•

•

4.86HA

3 21 2

Denzil Lloyd  
0481 864 049

Jane Johnston
0466 327 375

4 AZOLLA PLACE, SUFFOLK PARK Private Oasis with Pool
in Beachside Suffolk Park

PRICE  |  $2.2M - $2.35M

OPEN  |  Sat 16th March 9:30 - 10am

•

•

•

•

699M2

3 22 5

Su Reynolds  
0428 888 660

0400 028 594
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0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au 

millerrealestate.com.au

A unique Main Street property on a large block

25 MAIN STREET, CLUNES

Open: Saturday 16 March 12:30pm-1:00pm
Price Guide: $1,000,000

      3           1            2 1067m2

Discover your next home at

Discover luxurious over-55s resort-style living with all the 

recreational amenities you would expect including the stunning 

Oasis Country Club.

We offer on-site area for caravan, boat, and trailer storage and we 

are a proudly pet-friendly resort with a leash-off dog park. There is 

a fabulous restaurant offering sumptuous meals three times a week. 

All homes have solar panels, ducted air-conditioning, and double 

garages. NBN is also available. 

Located just 5 minutes from the centre of Ballina, situated at 120 

North Creek Road, just down the road from Aldi.

• Indoor and outdoor pool

• Luxury cinema

• Library

• Ten-pin bowling

• Undercover bowling green

• Golf simulator

• Workshop

• On-site caravan, boat & trailer storage

• Pet-friendly with leash-off dog park

Palm Lake Resort Ballina

THE BEST IN OVER-55s LIVING. THIS IS YOUR TIME.

Book a private inspection today
Julie D’Arpino | 1800 335 666 | Open 5 days 9am - 3:30pm

120 North Creek Road, Ballina NSW 2478
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View over 50 homes at www.mrpropertyservices.com.au
Email: enquiries@mrpropertyservices.com.au

139 Minjungbal Drive, Tweed Heads South
Phone: 07 5523 3431   Mobile: 0403 713 658

Mr Property Services

Chinderah Lakes - Chinderah

Call us on 0403 713 658  $265,000

Tweed Broadwater - Tweed Heads South

Call us on 0403 713 658  $420,000

2 1 2

Call us on 0403 713 658  $449,000

12 2

Banksia Waters - Tweed Heads West

Call us on 0403 713 658  $392,000

2 1 2

Palms Village - Tweed Heads South

1 1 s
Stunning hinterland location between Byron Bay and Coolangatta 
with all retreat facilities.

A sanctuary at the intersection of barefoot luxury with a unique 
lifestyle offering.

A leader in wellness tourism with a strong cashflow.

Evolve Sanctuary is on the market for the first time. The Sanctuary 
is a 7.9-hectare natural haven situated in Northern NSW in one 
of the world’s most spectacular rainforest settings. This beautiful 
property is currently home to a thriving retreat business and 
represents a rare chance to invest in a property with an excellent 
cashflow and a coveted lifestyle.

A unique offering with flexibility.

Evolve Sanctuary was established in April 2021 and is successfully 
owner operated. The current owners have invested in infrastructure 
and accommodation and have been hosting retreats onsite since 
that time. They have assembled a highly skilled team who deliver an 
exceptional and seamless retreat experience.

Evolve Sanctuary
460 Byrrill Creek Road, Byrrill Creek

 10    11    10   

Inspect: By private appointment 
Contact:  Tania Sheppard 0438 446 578 (JET)

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

ljhooker.com.au

Property
Management

02 6685 0177
rentals@ljhbrunswickheads.com

Save yourself thousands, 
call the expert property management team.

Investment Management Team
LJ Hooker Brunswick Heads

PROPERTY STYLING

cactushillproject.com.au 
home@cactushillproject.com.au

PROPERTY STAGING
styling for sale

call us for a free quote on 
0432 574 321

NP CONVEYANCING
PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE

NPC

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE?
We are here to help

PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS 
IN BYRON BAY NOW

NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE 
IN POTTSVILLE                  Lic No 06000098

Our services are:
• Conveyancing NSW and 
QLD – competitive fixed 
prices!  • Complex Property 
Matters  • Sale & Purchase 
of Business  • Retirement 
Village Contracts  
• Leasing  • Options

P: 02 6687 0548   |   F: 02 6678 0352   |   Suite 2/5 Lismore Rd, Bangalow NSW 2479

hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au   |   www.bangalowconveyancing.com.au

Conveyancing (NSW & QLD)
Property • Leases • Wills
Estates & Probate

Contact Jess Riddell 
0428 773 416 

jess@jhmobilelawyers.com.au
Local for 20+ years

CONVEYANCING

Buying & Developing 
Property?

caconstructionmanagement.com.au

Craig Adams 
Project Manager / Director

0411 575 991
craig@cacm.net.au

For this week’s 
open for 

inspection 
listings, 
head to: 

echo.net.au/ofi

Property / Business Directory
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WE ARE HERE
TO SELL

INDUSTRY LEADERS IN HIGH END MARKETING AND SALES
Rez Tal

0405 350 682
Dave Eller

0404 364 284
Michael Ibrahin

0414 325 556

byronproperty.com.au
info@ byronproperty.com.au

PREMIUM SALES RESULTS IN A CHANGING MARKET

BRYCE & RACHEL CAMERON - 0412 057 672

3/47 Jonson Street, Byron Bay  |  0487 287 122
admin@c21byron.com | byronbay.century21.com.au

• Over 40 years of combined real estate/marketing experience
• Fresh and dynamic approach to marketing our properties
• Call our award-winning team to receive a complimentary new 

market value of your property
• Bringing world class corporate service with small town 

authenticity

12 years local Real Estate experience

Highly competitive fees & introductory offers

Friendly & Approachable agents you can trust

Premium results & peace of mind

Effective, modern technology  

Alyce Field & Kasey Williams
Ph: 04

E: admin@byronpropertyhub.com.au
Property Management & Sales

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au

millerrealestate.com.au
@timmiller_realestate

2022 - No #1 SALES AGENT 
2023 - No #2 SALES AGENT

for First National Australia Wide

SUSU RREYYNONOOLDLDSS
DIDIRECTCTOR/OR/SALES - CCHIEHIEH F CF CULTULTURAURAR L OL OOL OL OOFFIFICECECECECERE

042828282888 8888888 66660  | ssrereynynnnnololollolololoooololoooldsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsds@b@b@b@b@@b@@@b@@@@@@@@@ yryry ononnnnbbayfyffffnnn.nnn cocom

AGENTS

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

@taratorkkolafirstnational @taratorkkola_realestate

We felt fully supported through out the whole process. Tara 
and her excellent team went the extra mile, helping & guiding 
us right from the start and continued right through settlement. 

Tara is a joy to work with yielding formidable results.ts.

TARA TORKKOLA  - SALES
INTERNATIONAL MULTI MEDIA SELLING AGENT

0423 519 698 | tara@byronbayfn.com

W

Professional and results driven with 
extensive knowledge. Servicing the 
Byron Shire and beyond.

Call Paul for an appointment today.

PAUL PRIOR
SALES

0418 324 297
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

SHARON McINNES
SALES

0408 659 649
sharon@byronbayfn.com

entourage.com.au | (02) 6678 1751
Office 3/6 Jonson Street, Byron Bay NSW

Australian Credit Licence 475676
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VICKI  COOPER

“Efficient, Reliable, Hardworking.” 

“Vicki has a balanced approach to promoting the 

sale, maximising opportunities whilst containing 

costs. She is ethical, a straight talker, practical

to deal with… and a lot of fun. Above all she is

successful! My house sold on the first opportunity 

and the price was a real wow factor!”

VICKI COOPER
0418 231 955
vickicooper@atrealty.com.au
www.vickicooper.com

0412 833 280

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

Finance Broker

Acceptance Finance Pty Ltd ABN 62 953 405 689 Australian Credit Licence Number 391715
Credit Representative Number 395628

Home Loans
Investment Loans
First Home Buyers
Car Loans

Debt Consolidation
SMSF Lending
Commercial Loans
Development Funding

FINANCE

Property / Business Directory North Coast news online
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SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE
DEADLINE: For additions and changes to the Service Directory is 12pm Friday.

LINE ADS: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid.

For line Service Directory ads email classifieds@echo.net.au.

DISPLAY ADS: $70 per week for colour display ad. Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid. 

Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high. New display ads will be placed at end of section.

For display Service Directory ads email adcopy@echo.net.au.

The Echo Service Directory is online – www.echo.net.au/service-directory

ACCOUNTS & BOOKINGS: 6684 1777
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ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS 

Byron Bookkeeping
BAS - Payroll - Reports - AR/AP

Trust Accounts - Setup & Training

0415 639 548
ACUPUNCTURE 

ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis.............................................0490 022183

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

AU 37088 Lic 246545C

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
1st Year Apprentice &

A Fully Qualified Service Technician
T: 6680 9394 E: artisan@artisanair.com.au

Mullumbimby 
Refrigeration & 
Airconditioning 
Services

– Sales – Installation – Repairs 
– All Commercial Refrigeration 
– Residential & Commercial

Airconditioning 
– Coolroom Design & Construction 
– Freezer Rooms

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby  
Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492 6684 2783

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 23 yrs exp. Lic. 178464C AU30147 ............................0422 291433

CLIMATE CONTROL AUSTRALIA Lic 362019C AU 27106................................JARREAU 0421 485217

ARCHITECTS
OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au.............................................. 66855001

ASPHALT

New Asphalt
Asphalt Repairs
Pothole Repairs

Base Work
Free Quotes

AUTOMOTIVE

6684 5296

CASH PAID FOR
UNWANTED CARS

Free metal drop off
Locally owned 6684aally owownedd

$50–$1500

CAR BODY REMOVAL
ABSOLUTELY FREE

BODY REMOVAL
CASH ON THE SPOT GUARANTEE
$50 - $1000
WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES & VANS
PHONE 0466 113 333 24/7
EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au

BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION

666800 8862
FREEE MEASUREE QUOTEE 

     
    

  

CURTAINS 

SUNSCREENS 

AWNINGS  
ROLL BLINDS 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

LOCAL    

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

B L I N D S    S H U T T E R S    A W N I N G S    C U R T A I N S

BRICKLAYING

WALLFIX
REMEDIAL

• 20 years’ experience in lintel replacement
• Crack stitching installation • Repointing
• Retaining walls and all damaged brickwork
Call: 0403 141 760 • Email: wallfixremedial@gmail.com

www.wallfixremedial.com.au
Servicing the Northern Rivers

Lic no. 292267C Master Builder No. 3029326

BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors. Lic 291958C. Phone Mark ........................................0409 444268 

BUILDING TRADES
• DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable 

market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

Structural – Landscaping
Fencing – Composite Decking
Hardwood – Pine – Hardware

B&B Timbers
66867911

110 Teven Road, Ballina
New logo - Same quality & service

sales@bbtimbers.com.au            www.bbtimbers.com.au

www.stoneysbuildingcreations.com

Licensed builder, 
specialising in 
Bathroom renovations.Quality workmanship, and reliable and personalised service.0417 654 888

Lic: 317362C
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Specialising in all aspects of
building and carpentry.

Over 25 years of experience.
Phone Nathan on 0435 084 659

E: blueriverbuilding1@gmail.com
Licence No. 255659C / Fully insured

blueriverbuilding

BUILDER – JOHN McGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C.............0415 793242

HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C...............................................0432 565060

FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C ......................... 66808162 

JOHN MONTGOMERY Building Lic 12223C. Scaffolding HRW990123.............. 0414 332505 JOHN 

BUILDER Extensions, reno, new homes, insurance, landscaping, all jobs Lic 19953Q ...0403 458177

CARPENTER / JOINER 30 years experience. Prompt efficient service. Other licence trades available.

 Lic 43794C. 24/7 Emergency call-out available inc 4x4WD access.................................0423 500693

BUILDER Extensions, renovations, new homes, small jobs. Lic 37236. Michael ............0402 181789

BUSH REGENERATION & WEED CONTROL 
WEED CONTROL SPECIALIST Biocontrol of Parramatta grass .........................................0418 110714

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
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CHIMNEY SWEEPS
BLACKS chimney sweeping & repairs AHHA member, insured. 3rd generation......................... 66771905

CLEANING

Services List

(Low Pressure Softwashing)

Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings,

Solar panels, Retaining walls

Driveways, Paths, Pavers, 

Fences, Decks, Patios, 

Pool areas.

Locally owned and Operated

Residential and Commercial

No job too big or small

Obligation free quote

Fully insured

0426 119 550      info@nraquapressurecleaning.com.au      ABN: 47576013867

AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING

Cleaning continued  on next page
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CLEANING (continued)

Byron Bay 5 Stars
CLEANING SERVICE

CLEANS: Holiday, Residential, Bond, Commercial, Spring.

Phone Mick 0409 009 024
Email: mickbhl@gmail.com

DETAILED CLEANER/GUEST HOUSE MANAGER All natural products 4.8 Stayz rated..0410 723601

FULL CIRCLE REFINISHING Professional cold & hot water roof & pressure cleaning. ..........0455 5735545 

COMPUTER SERVICES

One-on-one, patient, experienced 

Phone or email: 0420 235 624 
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

FLASH COMPUTERS Mac & PC. Affordable & helpful. 77 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby.02 66844124

CONCRETING & PAVING

SALISBURY 
CONCRETING  

Li
c.

13
67

17
c

Over 30 yrs’ local experience.
All forms of concreting. 
Residential • Civil • Industrial 

DARYL 0418 234 302

Lic No. 337066C

ALL AROUND 

CONCRETING
Free 

Quotes
Call
Daniel 0424 876 155

Tipper Truck with Driver Hire

shakaconcreting.com.au

0402 728 207 Lic. No. 391742c

DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS

DECKS
FREE QUOTES

Call Mark 0498 115 182

Li
c 

N
o 

14
23

83
C

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY DECK RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

easily sand over nail/screw heads!

THE DECK DOCTOR Sanding & refinishing, cable balustrading. Free quotes. Richard ...0407 821690

FULL CIRCLE REFINISHING – Specialist deck sanding and oiling. Free quotes ...........0455 573554

BYRON & BEYOND PATIOS Builder of patios roofs, opening roofs, carports & decks ...02 66802393

DESIGN & DRAFTING
BAREFOOT BUILDING DESIGN www.barefootbuildingdesign.com..........Bob Acton 0407 787993

DAVID ROBINSON DESIGN DRAFTING All Council & construction requirements ......0419 880048

BYRON ENERGY EFFICIENT DESIGN & DRAFTING www.beedad.com.au ...............0423 531448

FENG SHUI DESIGN CONSULTANT Lizzie Bodenham livingbalancedesigns.com.au.......0431 678608

MARK OAKLEY DESIGN & DRAFTING www.modesign.au...........................................0422 666464

DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

East Coast Asphalt
ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT 

& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859
SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF 

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

TINY EARTHWOR
Philip Toovey 

0409 799 909
various implements available for limited access projects

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS
• DRAINAGE DESIGN • DRIVEWAYS • PADS • WATERWAYS

• ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344 939      www.360earth.com.au

• 1.7 Tonne Excavator • Fully Insured • Rockbreaker
• 300mm and 450mm Auger • 3M Tipper Truck • No job too small

Phone James on 0429 888 683

Lic# 378040C

Call: 
0447 295 178

Servicing the 
Northern Rivers

For all your 
earthworks 

needs

Civil earthworks & Concrete,
Pool excavation, Site cuts,
Rural block clearing, 

P: 0411 948 281
NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr. 0402 716857

EXCAVATOR & TIPPER HIRE Concreting & landscaping................................................0484 861966

ELECTRICIANS

0439 624 945  AH 02 6680 4173
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

ALL JOBS: SMALL 
OR LARGE

Lic: 154293c

LEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIANLEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIAN
DOMESTIC •• COMMERCIAL •• INDUSTRIAL

SERVICING: •• Tweed •• Byron •• Lismore •• Kyogle

•• Mains installs / alterations •• Switchboard upgrades

•• Meter queries •• Tree maintenance near services

Matthew Rutland  matt.positivelectrical@gmail.com

0439 733 703
NSW Lic# 312117  ASP Lic# 5547 AUTHORISATION# 503808

0458 267 777

Lic. 211410C

matthesparky.com.au

Domestic   Commercial   Industrial   Solar
JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data + TV. Lic 133082C.......................0432 289705

BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small...0422 136408

VALLEY WAY ELECTRICAL, 15 yrs exp. Domestic, commercial, new builds. Lic 253977c 0475 910622 

JUZ MEEHAN Lic288619C. Domestic & industrial, solar, pumping, underground............0492 936779

FENCING
BYRON & BEYOND FENCING Any fence, any time, prompt quotes....... 66804766 or 0439 078549

EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. ..................................................0432 107262

FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable.......0416 424256

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING
THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

BYRON BAY FLOOR SANDING New and old floors. Non toxic.....................................0408 536565

FURNITURE MAKER

custom furniture and joinery

@ianmontywooddesign         0414 636 736

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

0430 297 101
livingearthgardens.com.au

Est. 2010

All aspects gardening & mowing
Enhancive garden makeovers

• Lawn and Garden Maintenance • Paddock Slashing 
• Slope Mowing • Tree Pruning • Vegetation Control 

• Hedge Reductions • 1–4 Worker Garden Blitzes
Call Paul  0403 316 711   gracewoodlandscapes.com.au

STRATTOCASTER
LAWN & GARDEN MAINTENANCE

FREE QUOTES
Lawns, brushcutting, gutters, clean-up

Local, friendly service
Call Stratton
0415 065 520

ABN
66220694659

stratt000caster@gmail.com
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RESIDENTIAL GARDEN SERVICE
Regular Garden Tidying, Hedging, Pruning, Lawns & Edges,

Plant Care, Landscape Design Professional

Call David for a quote 0413 45 95 45  |  Established 23 years

MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter................0423 756394

GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured .66841778 or 0405 922839

A-Z gardening & maintenance, lawns, acreage, hedges, gutters, rubbish removal, tip runs 0405 625697

LEAF IT TO US Specialists in tree services and acreage mowing ....................................0402 487213

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m3 trailer..............................................................0408 210772

RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging.........0424 805660

GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael .........................0497 842442

SAM’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Ride-on, chainsaw, all aspects ...........................0477 851493

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, Rural & residential, earthworks, lawn & pool care, tip runs.0449 220357

GW MAINTENANCE Ride-on mowing, acreage and large lawns. Ph George..................0408 244820

GAS FITTERS & SUPPLIERS

Free Delivery
No Rental
Reliable

Locally Owned 
Est 1996

www.brunswickvalleygas.com  •  0408 760 609

Andrew Keller Plumbing & Gas Service Pty Ltd

• Commercial Gas Equipment, Installation & Service Specialist
• General Plumbing Maintenance & Hot Water
• Back Flow Device Testing
• TMV Servicing

Byron Bay & SURROUNDING AREAS

0418 662 784 kellergasplumb@gmail.com

p

m

32 yrs servicing the local area

LIC: 103119c

GRAPHIC DESIGN

 @thinkblinkdesign
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Graphic Design / Print
Branding / Tutoring

GUTTERING

Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.

www.spotlessgutters.com.au
0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 180 623 364 42

 Gutter guard
 Gutter cleaning
 Locally owned
 Fully insured
 Free quotes

HANDYPERSONS
HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, welding ......................................... 66884324 or 0476 600956

AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne...............................0423 218417

ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN. Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark ........0402 281638

HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling. Michael ........0421 896796

LOCAL, HONEST, RELIABLE, high quality work. Home maintenance, odd jobs. Ray..0407 802281

HOME MAINTENANCE All aspects. Carpentry, decks, painting, repairs etc. Insured .....0434 705506

REEL HANDYMAN Roofing, carpentry, repairs, all small jobs considered. Cain.............0491 278483

ALL CARPENTRY Door & stairs, fit-out. Reliable. Lic 192987C.......................................0437 202050

TILER AND HANDYMAN 40 years experience. Solid worker........................... Call Paul 0422 017072 

A HANDY GUY Small jobs, all trades. North Byron.........................................................0413 721410

HEALTH
• OTHER HEALTH RELATED SECTIONS IN THIS SERVICE DIRECTORY: Acupuncture, Chiropractic, 

Counselling, Dentists, Osteopathy, Physiotherapy

ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne ........................................... 66857366

MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations.............. 66843002

MOVE TO NURTURE PILATES STUDIO & mat classes. Lennox Head ............................0404 459605

AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen – Om Healing..............................0422 387370

HIRE

MULLUM HIRE Marquees & all event equipment. Tools & machinery. Pool supplies & service 66843003

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES 

Sand | Soils | Gravels | Pots & statues | Lots, lots more
1176 Myocum Rd, Mullumbimby (just past golf course)

6684 2323

LANDSCAPING 

Text or Ph: 0448 401 638

LANDSCAPING & EARTHWORKS

goldleaflandscaping

20 years local experience       

8
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www.goldleaflandscaping.com.au4 ton Kobelco 10 ton Kobelco

LALA

• General Landscape Creation
• Rural Lifestyle Landscaping
     Specialists
• Outdoor Carpentry (decks/ out
     buildings/ fencing/ garden walls etc)

• Garden overhauls
• Camphor/
     Macadamia Conversions
• Mass Plantings and
     Rainforest Creation

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic 277154C ..............................................0423 700853

LOCKSMITH

| EMERGENCY SERVICE | LOCKS & HARDWARE 
| CCTV SYSTEMS | SAFES | ACCESS CONTROL 
| INTERCOMS

M/L: 000100018

 0422 185 466

Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair .......0412 764148

PAINTING
• DEPARTMENT OF FAIR TRADING INFO: When dealing with home owners, painters are required 

to quote a licence number only for external work valued over $5000.

ALL-WAYS PAINTING
BYRON BAY

• Domestic & Commercial
• Servicing all areas 

• Workmanship guaranteed 
• Attention to detail

Li
c 

No
 18

91
44

C

0438 784 226 • 6685 4154

Li
c.

 2
13

03
4CKNIGHTSBRIDGE

PAINTERS     INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

• Refurbishment

• New builds

• Clean & Reliable

• Free Quotes

• Fully Licenced

• Fully Insured

LLOYD 
SHERLOCK
0411 784 926

Professional Painter/Decorator
•30+ Years Experience •Interior & Exterior 

•Reasonable Prices

0451 298 363        splosh painting/decorating  

Call now for a free quote 0466 969 067 www.allanspainting.com.au

Allan’s Painting & Decorating Service
Family business for 40 years
Interior & Exterior
Special Finishes & Wallpaper
Also available Roof Restoration

All work guaranteed Licences: NSW (R53344) & QLD (15091890)

PEST CONTROL

YOUR PEST & TERMITE SPECIALISTS

 Free quotes on active termites  Environmentally safe

www.allpestsolutions.com.au

6681 6555

THE PEST MAN EXTRAORDINAIRE Second opinion / alternative views. 50 yrs exp .....0418 110714

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL................................................................................ 66842018 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Tree Faerie Fotos
Professional • Commercial • Personal

www.treefaeriefotos.com • 0417 427 518

30+ years experience in commercial 
photography and photojournalism

PHYSIOTHERAPY
NICK EDMOND Physiotherapy & Acupuncture. Open Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday

466 Main Arm Road, Mullumbimby..................................................................................... 66845288

ANTHONY D’ORSOGNA Physiotherapy, acupuncture, hydrotherapy Suffolk Park 1 Bryce St... 66853511

OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics, 

shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman ..................................................... 66803499

PELVIC FLOOR PHYSIOTHERAPY 88 Byron St Bangalow with Lisa Fitzpatrick.............0422 993141

PICTURE FRAMING
MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in Ocean Shores ..................................0403 734791

PLASTERING
PLASTERER, TRADE QUALIFIED repairs, renovations, cornices, quality assured. Kurt .0431 015414

CAPE BYRON PLASTERING - Gyprock/Microcement Lic#122248C ..............................0402 538155

PLUMBERS

NEED A PLUMBER? 
DRAINER? GASFITTER?
Chay 0429 805 081
25 YEARS LOCAL SERVICE

Licence No. 207479C

Taking on work NOW!
0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com

Ben The Plumber
    Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores,

  Brunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds
30 years’ experience  Lic: 321191C

0421 466 921

From leaky taps
to construction
Jetter & Camera
for all blockages

Two generations of local plumbing

Plumbers continued  on next page
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PLUMBERS (continued)

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t and 3m tipper truck

 Blocked drain specialist

12 month guarantee 
on most jobs

Fully insured

Drain clearing, inspections and repairs.
Reliable family owned and operated 

local business with 30 years plumbing 
experience and the latest technology. 

Phone James  0429 888 683 Lic 378040C

BILL CONNORS All plumbing/draining. Lic #1051 .................................. 66801403 or 0414 801403

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C ....0419 019035

POOL SERVICES
BLUE EDGE POOL SERVICES Cleaning, maintenance, etc. 20 years experience. Joe..........0405 411466

REMOVALISTS

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO
From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth

Just give us a ring
• Freight services to Brisbane weekly

• Carriers of fine art • Furniture removal
• E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646
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• Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne • Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne 
• North Qld • Country • Interstate • North Qld • Country • Interstate • • LOCALLOCAL

02 6684 2198  queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au

SERVICING THE NORTHERN RIVERS
AND BEYOND

Byron Coast Removals

Competitive rates and packing supplies available
0432 552 067 | 6684 5481 | byroncoastremovals@gmail.com

MAN WITH A VAN/TRUCK Reasonable rates. Phone Don ............................................0414 282813

BENNY CAN MOVE IT! .................................................................................................0402 199999

ANDY’S MOVE & MORE Artworks, pianos, small moves, tip runs................................0429 149533

ROOFING

MONTYS METAL
ROOFING

Licence NSW: 30715C
Licence QLD: 1227049 

DOMESTIC • INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL

Metal Roofing Installations
Guttering  •  Downpipes  •  Fascia

Skylights  •  Whirlybird Patios
Repairs  •  Leaf Guard

Craig Montgomery – 0418 870 362
Email: montysmetalroofing@gmail.com

www.montysmetalroofing.com.au

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY roof RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

‘Local team 10 years in business’

RUBBISH REMOVAL

OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip specialists ......................................... 0412 161564 or 66841232

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m3 trailer................................................................0408 210772

SELF STORAGE

BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE............................................................................................... 66858349 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C. 0407 439805

SMART SENSORS

BYRON SENSOR TECH Wireless, security, water leak, temp sensors ................................. 0459 422387

SOLAR INSTALLATION

Your local, qualified team. 
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs. 

Your local, qualified team.
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs....... 

m 0428 320 262
e sunbeamsolar@bigpond.com
w sunbeamsolar.com.au

Call us on
6679 7228

Pioneers of the solar industry Serving Northern
NSW since 1998

Electric Lic 124600c

TELEVISION SERVICES

DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas .......... 66843575 or 0414 922786

TILING

TILER / WATERPROOFER. Lic 24418C. .............................................................Ph Karl 0439 232434

RYAN DEAGAN Floor & wall tiling and waterproofing. Lic 118380C...............  Ph Ryan 0411 429057

AJ’s TILING all aspects. Bathrooms, kitchens, walls, floors, waterproofing. Lic 239988C.0416 345202

TRANSPORT

arrive@byronbuscompany.com.au Call 0490 183 424

Airport Transfers | Tours | Nights Out | Beach Walks
Events | Parties | Weddings | Corporate | Festivals

Door to Door
Charter Services

BYRON
BUS Co

Get a Quick Quote Now

TREE SERVICES

CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES
The Fully Insured Professionals

Mark Linder Qualified Arborist
0408 202 184  

choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

•  Stump Grinding  •  Bobcat  •  Cherrypicker  
• Crane Truck  •  18" Chipper

• 20 years local knowledge and experience • Fully insured / free quotes 
• 19 inch chipper • Bobcat • Cherry picker • Crane truck

www.harttreeservices.com.au

0427 347 380

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING
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0435 019 524

Martino
TREE SERVICES
Byron Bay & Beyond

TREE CARE SPECIALISTS

leafi ttous.com.au

kascha@leafi ttous.com.au

Local . Reliable . Insured 

0402 487 213
SUMMERLAND TREE SERVICES ............................................. Call Tim 66813140 or 0417 698227

BYRON TREE SERVICES Qualified, insured. Call Alex ....................................................0402 364852

MARTINO TREE SERVICES ............................................................................. Martino 0435 019524

LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes .......0402 487213

OUT ON A LIMB TREE SERVICES Lucas Holland Qualified arborist. ............................Luc 0402 191316

TRUCK HIRE & HAULAGE

UPHOLSTERY

BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists............................. 66805255

VALUERS

BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers ............ 0431 245460 or 66857010

VETERINARY SURGEONS

MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Willis, Mark Sebastian – After hours avail ... 66843818

NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer................................................. 66840735

WATER FILTERS

for home, commercial 
and rural properties

6680 8200 or 
0418 108 181

The Water Filter Experts

WELDING

WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless ..0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS

CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David.............................................0421 906460

WINDOW TINTING

SUNRISE W. T. 3/19-21 Centennial Cct, Byron. Cars, homes, offices, etc. High quality ..0412 158478

SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price.........................0434 875009
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VAGINAS CONVERSATIONS #9
raised $32,820 for Byron Shire 

Women’s Resource Centre and the 
Tweed Shire Domestic Violence 

Integrated Response Committee. 
Total raised over 9 years $124,110.

HUGE THANKS TO EVERYONE 
INVOLVED

NORTH COAST MUSIC INDUSTRY award- 
winning Reggae band RADIO JUPITER 
is returning to Mullumbimby Friday on 
15 March  with a new line up and a new 
album. They will be performing live at the 
Courthouse Hotel from 7pm–11pm.

BE IT KNOWN TO ALL MEN The assets 
of the DOUGLAS, E.M. deceased Estate 
have been gifted into a private trust, are 
now held as part of the collateral in the 
Security Agreement Ref: EMD-100278-
SA-300623-02. The lien is perfected.

PROF. SERVICES

DENTURES
LOOK GOOD
FEEL GOOD

Free consultation. SANDRO 66805002

HEALTH
HAWAIIAN MASSAGE  

Ocean Shores, Michaela, 0416332886

KINESIOLOGY
Clear subconscious sabotages.
Reprogram patterns and beliefs.

Restore vibrancy and 
physical health. De-stress.

0403125506
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

HYPNOSIS & EFT
Simple and effective solutions.

Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma.
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

TRADEWORK

TREE SERVICES
Leaf it to us 4x4 truck/chipper, crane 
truck, stump grinding. Local, qualified, 
insured, free quotes.  0402487213

FOR SALE
MIELE WASHERS 

Dryers and dishwashers available at 
Bridglands Mullumbimby. 66842511

ARCHIBALD’S CHEAP 
QUARRY PRODUCTS

Road base, gravel, blue metal and metal 
dust. ALL SIZE DELIVERIES. 

Phone 66845517, 0418481617
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DISCLAIMER
Advertisements placed in The Byron 

Shire Echo do not reflect the views or 
opinions of the editorial staff.

The Byron Shire Echo does not 
make any representations as to the 

accuracy or suitability of any content 
or information contained in advertising 
material nor does publication constitute 

in any way an endorsement by The 
Byron Shire Echo of the content or 
representations contained therein.

The Byron Shire Echo does not accept 
any liability for the representations or 
promises made in paid advertisements 

or for any loss or damage arising 
from reliance on such content, 
representations or promises.

Mullumbimby & District
Neighbourhood Centre
Connecting the Byron Shire Community

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED

- Kitchen Hands -
- Retail Assistants -

- Drivers and Co-driver - 
- Community Support 

Assistants -
MDNC is in needs of 

dedicated volunteers to be 
part of a big loving family. 

All skill sets welcome.

Contact Sylvia - 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Mon-Fri

6684 1286

crystalsanddreaming.com.au

KINESIOLOGY 
STUDENT CLINIC 

SESSIONS
Mullumbimby

Available throughout 
March.
Contact Kate Messenger 
to enquire or book. 
Kate@
crystalsanddreaming.
com.au

0413 003 301

Body BasedPsychotherapy
Somatic Practice

Julie Wells
Anne Goslett
 (nee Mannix)

Dip.Som.Psych, Clinical PACFA Reg.
Individual and Couple Therapy

Supervision and Coaching
(02) 6685 5185

9 Fletcher St, Byron Bay

HYPNOSIS 
& NLP

www.wendypurdey.com
33 years experience.

Call Wendy 
0497 090 233

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE

CALL MARK
0427 490 038

Mindfulness @ Work

Bring greater focus, 
clarity and calm into your 

workplace.

Certified Mindfulness 
Educator Paul Bibby

0401 926 090

0427 347 380
Fully insured • Free quotes

20 years local experience
• 19 inch chipper • Stump grinding 

• Cherry picker • Crane truck • Bob Cat 

Byron Bay & Surrounding AreasByron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 31406681 3140
Mobile 0417 698 227Mobile 0417 698 227

• Arborist • 15” Wood • Arborist • 15” Wood 
Chipper • Stump Grinder  Chipper • Stump Grinder 

• Fully Insured• Fully Insured

ECHO CLASSIFIEDS – 6684 1777
CLASSIFIEDS THAT 
WORK ALL WEEK!

Echo Classies also appear online:
www.echo.net.au/classifi ed-ads

CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS
PHONE ADS
Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777
AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE
Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo offi  ce:

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby
EMAIL ADS
Display (box ads) and line classifi eds, email: 

classifi eds@echo.net.au 
Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to 
Friday, 9am–5pm. Ads can’t be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

DEADLINE TUES 12PM
Publication day is Wednesday, booking deadlines 

are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT
LINE ADS:
$17.00 for the fi rst two lines 
$5.00 for each extra line 
$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

DISPLAY ADS (with a border): $14 
per column centimetre
These prices include GST.

Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.

PROPOSAL TO UPGRADE TELSTRA 
MOBILE PHONE BASE STATION AT:

308 Coorabell Road Coorabell NSW 2479
www.rfnsa.com.au/2479008/

Proposed upgrade consists of the following:
• Remove six existing panel antennas each 2.53m in length, 

from a height 39.5m. 

• Install three new antennas each of 2.68m in length at a 

height 39.5m.

• Associated ancillary works include installing six Radio boxes, 

three Junction boxes, filters, feeders, electrical equipment, 

signage, and other associated equipment.

The proposal is to improve Telstra’s 4G services and to introduce 

5G technology.

Telstra regards the proposed installations as Low Impact 

Facilities under the Telecommunications (Low Impact Facilities) 

Determination 2018 (“The Determination”) based on the 

descriptions above.

In accordance with Section 7 of C564:2020 Mobile Phone Base 

Station Deployment Code, we invite you to provide feedback 

about the proposal. Further information and/or comments should 

be directed to: Ash Mathulla, 0467953938, community.consult@

downergroup.com by COB Friday 27nd March 2024.

Telstra Limited A.C.N: 051 775 556
Downer EDI Engineering Limited A.B.N 660 575 935 03

PROPOSED ROAD CLOSING UNDER 
SECTION 38B ROADS ACT 1993

In pursuance of the provisions of the Roads Act 
1993, notice is hereby given that Byron Shire 
Council proposes to close the following council 
public roads listed in Schedule 1.

Schedule 1:
• Part road reserve adjoining 235 Skinners Shoot 
Road, Skinners Shoot Lot 100 DP 836091.

Upon closure of the road, council intends to sell 
the land to the adjoining landowner.

All interested persons are hereby invited to 
make submissions concerning the proposal 
to the General Manager Mark Arnold, Byron 
Shire Council, PO Box 219 Mullumbimby NSW 
2482, within twenty-eight days of the date of 
this advertisement. Please note that under 
the provisions of the Government Information 
(Public Access) Act 2009, such submissions may 
be referred to third parties for consideration.

Once the submission period is completed, 
Byron Shire Council will consider all duly made 
submissions before deciding whether to 
continue with the road closure proposal.

Council Ref: #E2024/20855

Enquiries: Tracy Armstrong

Telephone: 02 6626 7201

This document will be available on 
Council’s website at 
www.byron.nsw.gov.au/Public-Notice.

Submissions Close:  Friday 26 April 2024

Road 
Closures:

COMMUNITY 
HOT BRUNCH

FREE

FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH
• Sausage sizzle • Hot dogs • Sandwiches 

• Coffee & tea • Fruit Salad

EVERYONE WELCOME
Come one come all and join us in a meal or just a chat.

Takeaway most welcome: COVID safe rules apply.

Frozen takeaway meals now available.

10am to 12pm
In the Ballina 
Presbyterian Hall
Corner of Cherry & Crane. Just behind the Presbyterian Church.

PUBLIC NOTICES
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FOR SALE CONT.

ITEMS UNDER $100
HARDWOOD DECKING 65x19, 30sqm. 
Clunes. $50. John 0475873492.

WANTED
LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop 
crap! Matt 0401955052

TREE FERNS
Any shape, size. Royalties paid. 

Ongoing supply needed. 0414904396

GARAGE SALES
54 FRIDAY HUT RD, COORABELL Twin-

tub washing machine, new large outdoor 
ceiling fan, ride-on mower, Tupperware,  

leather jackets, 2 large TVs, designer 
clothes. Fri and Sat, 8am–5pm.

MOVING O’SEAS 89A Fowlers Lane, 
Bangalow, 8.30am. Sat 16 Mar. Furniture, 
household goods, tools, fridges, clothes, 
toys, tinny, antiques. Lots of good things. 

CARAVANS
2007 JAYCO PENGUIN OUTBACK 
Excellent condition with annexe, ready 
to go, includes everything. Byron Bay.  
Pics available.  $14,990  0412857019 

CARAVANS 
We buy, sell & consign. 

All makes & models.
0408 758 688

TO LEASE
OFFICE SPACE / WAREHOUSE Billinudgel 
Industrial Estate. 142sqm ground floor. 
Approx 80sqm mezzanine. Reasonable 
rent. John 0488551190.

POSITIONS VACANT
LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Work 
available in busy adult parlour. Travellers 
welcome. 66816038 for details.

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED
Flexible work hours – perfect 2nd income

Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

THE ECHO
*

Congratulations to the successful 
applicants for our 2 Lennox Head runs 
and larger Mullum run. The Echo now 
has new contract positions available 

delivering papers to:
*

OCEAN SHORES : 900 papers
BILLINUDGEL: delivery only
MULLUMBIMBY 540 papers

*
Unless specificed the positions involve 
inserting, folding and (in wet weather) 

bagging and delivery of papers 
(throwing them accurately to driveways 

from a car)
The work tends to suit a semi-retired or 
underemployed person/couple who just 

want a reliable job to do at their own 
pace at the same time every week. The 

successful applicants for these runs 
will have an ABN, a reliable vehicle, a 
strong throwing arm, and ideally they 

will live near the distribution area. 
They will collect the papers/inserts 

from Ballina or Mullumbimby (approx 
8-8.30am) or Byron A&I Estate on 

Wednesday and will have delivered all 
the papers by 6pm Wednesday. Suit 

mature or stable person. 
Email simon@echo.net.au 

or phone/text 0409324724

WORK WANTED
CLEANER CARING & EXPERIENCED
0405799243. Text only.

WORDPRESS WEBSITE CREATION
Fair rates info@wordpressit.com.au

TUITION
 FRENCH • ITALIAN • GERMAN

Eva 0403224842
www.languagetuitionbyron.com.au

FRENCH BY NATIVE TUTOR
Daniele 0424284309

MUSICAL NOTES
GUITARS, RECORDS, HI-FI

WE BUY AND SELL 66851005

ONLY ADULTS
BALLINA EXCLUSIVE

34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late.
In & Out Calls. 66816038. Ladies wanted

Find us on Facebook and Twitter! 

FULL BODY RESTORATION
Healing Through Pleasure

massagebyronbay.com or 0425347477

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP
Large variety of toys and lingerie

6/6 Tasman Way, A&I Est, Byron Bay 
66856330

LICENSED TO THRILL
Premium Massage & Play

touchofjustine.com/byron-bay-outcalls

SOCIAL ESCORTS
LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available for 
your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself. In-
house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

At: Byron Community College, ROOM 6

6/8 Burringbar, Mullumbimby 

Tuesday - 19 March 2024  5:30pm - 7pm

For more info: mullummeca@gmail.com
        Mullum Emergency Community Action

MULLUMBIMBY 

COMMUNITY MEETING

MECA is auspiced by
Mullum SeedMullum Emergency Community Action

    

Come and be part of the local 
Community-led Movement
Local commnities around the shire 

are setting resiliency hubs

Join us and help shape our 
Emergency Community Action (MECA) 

Could poetry ever be a 
matter for calculation?
Could chess be inspired by a 
Muse? In this story two very 

White 
Horses 
and Dark 
Knights

David Lovejoy’s 
book is available 
at The Echo

Like us on Facebook!
AWL NSW Rehoming Organisation
Number: R251000222

HELP! We literally have a flood of kittens 
pouring into the shelter & sadly there 
are more waiting to come in. There are 
kittens available that fit all hearts, homes 
& circumstances. If you’d like to give a little 
fluff ball the chance of a fabulous life, 
please visit us. To meet our cats & kittens, 

please visit the Cat Adoption Centre at 
124 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby.

OPEN: Tues 2.30–4.30pm, Thurs 3–5pm
Sat 10am–12 noon
Call AWL on 0436 845 542

HE
LP
!!!
!

HE
LP
!!!
!

Visit friendsofthepound.com to 
view other dogs and cats looking for a home.

ABN 83 126 970 338

Da
mo

n
Da

mo
n

Damon is a 1.5 year old Kelpie X. He is 
the perfect combination of active and 

affectionate, making him an ideal family dog. 
Damon loves having lots of space to explore 

and activities to keep him entertained.
M/C # 953010006013121 

If you’d like to know more about Damim, or 
organize to meet him, please contact Yvette 
on 0421 831 128.  Interested?  Complete an 

Expression of Interest at: 
https://friendsofthepound.com/adoption-

expression-of-interest/ 
Location: Murwillumbah

Johnny is 
a 3-year-old 
desexed male 
German 
Shepherd x 
Border Collie.
He is a very 
intelligent boy 
and is fantastic 
with young 
children. He’s 
also great with 
other dogs and 
very playful.
He will need further recall, leash and 
house training.
Johnny has a beautiful nature and 
will make someone, or a family, a loyal, 
loving and protective guardian.
Please contact Shell on 
0458 461 935.
MC: 991003000609156

JOHNNYJOHNNY

Byron Dog Rescue (CAWI)

Tip Runs &
Rubbish 
Removal

0408 210 772

Caravan for Sale
Regent Crusader- 2003 

Great Condition 
$18K - Simon 0431 447 471

Devoted to Pleasure
Couples, Men & Women
touchofjustine.com
0407 013 347

CHEFS & COOKS 
REQUIRED
Rock & Roll Coffee Co, 
Mullumbimby.
rockandrollcoffee@gmail.com
0411 968 288

contact@thinkblinkdesign.com
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Adobe 
Tutoring

Experienced 
Professional 

Tutor
• Photoshop 
• Indesign  
• Illustrator

Green, Peaceful and Lovely…? 
You might be just the mob we’re looking for! This is not an M.O. 
It’s five freehold acres with permanent and gorgeous creek 
frontage. Surrounded by rolling rainforested hills, lots of it National 
Park. Immediate neighbours are green, feminist and queer-friendly. 
Has housing entitlement, two lockable steel storage containers, 
water tank and a slab for a van or cabin. This gently sloping five 
acres is mostly clear, with bulk bush at rear. Exceptional mountain 
views, very private. Ten minutes Wiangeree, just over 20mins 
Kyogle, two hours Brisbane. It really is amazing. Just ask the 
platypus, wompoo pigeons and koalas.
We bought the block last December to sell on to likeminded people. 
Asking 440K. Slightly negotiable to locals. 
If this sounds like you, sing out. 
Kate 0422 834 020 or 0404 755 444.
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LAND FOR SALE

TO LET PETS

LOCAL REMOVAL
& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly, 

with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

SINGLE ROOM $250 p/w. 
Also half house available for Bluesfest. 

Price on asking. 0434121979 

AMBULANCE, FIRE, POLICE .............................................000
AMBULANCE Mullumbimby & Byron Bay ................................131 233
POLICE Brunswick Heads .......................................................... 6629 7510

Mullumbimby ................................................................ 6629 7570
Byron Bay......................................................................... 6685 9499
Bangalow ......................................................................... 6629 7500

STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE Storm & tempest damage, flooding...132 500
BRUNSWICK VALLEY RESCUE Primary rescue........................... 6685 1999
BRUNSWICK MARINE RADIO TOWER.................................... 6685 0148
BYRON CENTRAL HOSPITAL...................................................... 6639 9400
BYRON COUNCIL: EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS............. 6622 7022
NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE (Mullumbimby) ........................... 6684 1286
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 24 hour crisis line.................................1800 656 463
LIFELINE ...................................................................................................131 114
MENSLINE....................................................................................1300 789 978
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 24 hours .................................1800 423 431
AL-ANON Help for family and friends of alcoholics .......................1300 252 666
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Meets daily ...................................... 6680 7280
NORTHERN RIVERS GAMBLING SERVICE............................ 6687 2520
HIV/AIDS – ACON Confidential testing & information..................... 6622 1555
ANIMAL RESCUE (DOGS & CATS) ............................................ 6622 1881
NORTHERN RIVERS WILDLIFE CARERS.............................. 6628 1866
KOALA HOTLINE ............................................................................. 6622 1233
WIRES – NSW Wildlife Information & Rescue Service... 6628 1898

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Please stick this by your phone

1st SAT Brunswick Heads 0418 400 415

1st SUN Byron Bay 02 6685 6807

1st SUN Lismore Car Boot 02 6628 7333

2nd SAT Tabulam Hall 0490 329 159

2nd SUN The Channon 02 6688 6433

2nd SUN Lennox Head 02 6685 6807

2nd SUN Chillingham 0428 793 141

2nd SUN Coolangatta

3rd SAT Mullumbimby 02 6684 3370

3rd SAT Murwillumbah 0415 328 672

3rd SAT Salt Village Market, Casuarina

3rd SUN Federal 0433 002 757

3rd SUN Uki 0487 329 150

3rd SUN Ballina 0422 094 338

4th SAT Evans Head 0432 275 765

4th SAT Kyogle Bazaar kyoglebazaar.com.au

4th SUN Bangalow 02 6687 1911

4th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764

4th SUN Murwillumbah 0415 328 672

4th SUN Coolangatta(in a 5 Sunday month)

5th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764

5th SUN Lennox Head 02 6685 6807

FARMERS/WEEKLY MARKETS
Each TUE New Brighton 0424 168 672 

Each TUE Organic Lismore 02 6636 4307 

Each WED Murwillumbah 7-11 0415 328 672

Each WED Nimbin 3-6pm 0418 940 653

Each WED Newrybar Hall 4-7pm

Each THU Byron 8-11am 0414 595 169

Each THU Lismore 2.30-6.30pm 0459 309 223

Each FRI Mullum 7-11am 0424 168 672

Each SAT Bangalow 8-11am 0414 595 169

Each SAT Duranbah Rd 8-11am (Tropical Fruit World)

Each SAT Uki 8am-1pm 02 6679 5438

Each SAT Lismore 8.30-11am

Each SAT Wadeville 8.30am-12pm

Each SAT Byron Twilight Market 4pm Oct–Apr

Each SUN Ballina 7-11am

MONTHLY MARKETS

The Echo updates this guide regularly, however sometimes 
markets change their routine without letting us know. 
Please get in touch if you want to advise us of a change.

DATE
(March)

DAY, 
MOON 
PHASE

SUN 
RISE /

SET

MOON 
RISE /

SET

HIGH 
TIDES, 

height (m)

LOW 
TIDES, 

height (m)

13 W
6:45

19:05

9:35

20:56
1128 1.63

0508 0.26
1730 0.21

14 TH
6:46

19:04

10:43

21:35

0000 1.70
1208 1.44

0603 0.39

1807 0.30

15 F
6:46

19:02

11:50

22:19

0048 1.66

1250 1.24

0706 0.52

1845 0.40

16 SA
6:47

19:01

12:56

23:08

0144 1.60

1342 1.08

0823 0.63

1929 0.51

17 SU
6:47

19:00

13:58 0250 1.53

1458 0.97

0953 0.68

2031 0.60

18 M
6:48

18:59

14:53

0:01

0410 1.48

1646 0.95

1123 0.66

2202 0.65

19 TU
6:48

18:58

15:41

0:59

0525 1.49

1806 1.03

1229 0.60

2328 0.62

20 W
6:49

18:57

16:23

1:57

0624 1.52

1859 1.12
1313 0.54

21 TH
6:50

18:56

16:59

2:55

0711 1.56

1939 1.22

0030 0.56

1346 0.49

22 F
6:50

18:54

17:31

3:51

0750 1.60

2015 1.30

0116 0.49

1416 0.44

23 SA
6:51

18:53

17:59

4:46

0826 1.62

2046 1.38

0156 0.44

1444 0.40

24 SU
6:51

18:52

18:26

5:39

0858 1.63

2118 1.45

0231 0.40

1509 0.37

25 M
6:52

18:51

18:52

6:31

0928 1.61

2149 1.51

0305 0.39

1533 0.35

26 TU
6:52

18:50

19:18

7:23

0957 1.56

2221 1.55

0339 0.39

1558 0.34

27 W
6:53

18:49

19:46

8:16

1026 1.49

2254 1.58

0415 0.42

1623 0.34

S

SUN, MOON & TIDES 
– TIMES FOR NEXT 2 WEEKS

Data sourced from Bureau of 
Meteorology. Times adjusted for 
Daylight Savings when applicable.

ORTS
available for 
yourself. In-
66816038.

A) 

AMBULANCE, FIRE, POLICE .....................
AMBULANCE Mullumbimby & Byron Bay .........

POLICE Brunswick Heads

EMERGENCY NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNUM
Please stick this by yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyour 

FARMERS/W
Each TUE New
Each TUE Orga
Each WED Murw
Each WED Nimb
Each WED Newr
Each THU Byron
Each THU Lismo
Each FRI Mull
Each SAT Bang
Each SAT Duran
Each SAT Uki 8
Each SAT Lism
Each SAT Wad
Each SAT Byron
Each SUN Balli

ThThe Echo updates this
markarkmmmmmmmmmmmm ets e change their
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, 
m)

LOW 
TIDES, 

height (m)

TIDES 
WEEKS
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Sport

Calling All Sports
The Echo wants to support you.

Please send stories, pics, match reports, upcoming 

events, tall tales (not too tall mind you), results 

and anecdotes to sport@echo.net.au.

Lennox Head Pirates second-

grade cricketers have won 

this year’s Coastal League 

premiership after beating 

Byron Bay at their home 

ground, Megan Crescent 

Oval, last Saturday.

Byron Bay were sent in to 

bat after losing the toss and 

were bowled out for 120 in 

the 38th over.

Lennox bowler Blake 

Kernaghan was chief with 

the ball taking 5/24 off seven 

overs. He ushered in a top-

order collapse taking four 

wickets in his first two overs, 

reducing Byron Bay from 1/25 

to 5/28, when he came on 

as first change bowler in the 

ninth over.

It was the second five-

wicket haul of the finals for 

Blake after he took 6/10 off 

seven overs the week before 

against Terranora Lakes.

Jason Trisley (16) and 

Brady Fuhrmann (43) put on 

the best partnership of the 

innings for the ninth wicket 

of 46.

In reply Lennox had a few 

early jitters slumping to 4/42 

in the 14th over but Jesse 

Williams (29no) and Andrew 

Lindsay (51no) formed an 

unbeaten partnership and 

chased down the total in the 

27th over.

Lennox Head finished the 

season with 15 wins from 20 

games and both the major 

and minor premierships for 

the 2023/24 Coastal League 

season. 

LE-BA Boardriders have 

come third in the Australian 

Boardriders Battle Grand 

Final behind Burleigh Heads 

and North Shelly, in front 

of 30,000 spectators at the 

Burleigh Heads point break.

With waves hitting the 

1-1.5 metre mark in ‘solid’ but 

choppy conditions includ-

ing a rip current, ‘the final 

was testing for all surfers 

involved’, LE-BA president 

Ben Beesley said.

In the final, the lead 

changed a few times and 

was settled by just a couple 

of waves, that gave it to 

Burleigh, in the end.

LE-BA’s team consisted of 

James Wood, Harry O’Brien, 

Keernan Crisp, Nixie Ryan, 

Mickey McDonagh and Max 

McGillivray

‘Mickey was a club stand-

out, and for the whole event,’ 

Ben said.

In the final Mickey 

was the most consistent 

and highest-total-scoring 

individual surfer (7.83 and 

7.60), but he couldn’t match 

the best waves ridden by 

Burleigh, including the top 

wave score of 9.27 by local 

Isla Huppatz.

Final scores had Burleigh 

on 41.25, followed by North 

Shelley (33.17), LE-BA (31.67), 

North Shore (30.76), Noosa 

(26.91) and Torquay (25.24).

Last year’s defending 

champions Byron Bay failed 

to make the semi-finals 

after coming fifth in their 

quarter-final.

‘Club surfing is really an 

institution in Australia. A lot 

of clubs here are 60 years old 

plus. Surfers representing 

their club is a big deal,’ Gold 

Coast local Wayne ‘Rabbit’ 

Bartholomew said.

‘Some surfers seriously 

grow a foot taller when they 

put their club colours on.’

Lennox Heads cricketers (and friends) dominated the 

203/24 second-grade season. Photo supplied 

Joel Taylor named para surfer of the year
Being named as ‘Male Para 

Surfer for 2023’ by Surfing 

Australia has given Lennox 

Head surfer Joel Taylor the 

perfect fillip he needs ahead 

of the Australian Open later 

this month.

‘I’m so stoked to be 

awarded Male Para Surfer of 

the Year. It was the perfect 

way to cap off the perfect 

year,’ Joel said.

‘I had a huge 2023; 

Australian Champion, World 

Champion, Ballina Shire 

Citizen of the Year and I was 

also the first ever prone para 

surfer to land an air on video. 

So I think the award was for 

a bit of everything.

‘There are no tangible 

benefits with the award, but 

I’m hoping it will open up 

more sponsorship oppor-

tunities so I can continue to 

compete and represent our 

region on the world stage’.

Joel was expecting a quiet 

start to the 2024.

‘But that didn’t happen. 

Winning the awards has 

given me a huge boost of 

confidence leading in to the 

Byron event and for the year 

ahead,’ he said.

‘I can’t wait to compete 

locally and show our com-

munity what para surfing is 

all about. Fingers crossed for 

waves in the bay!’

The Australian Pro Adap-

tive Surfing Championship 

will be in Byron Bay next 

week, from Sunday, March 17 

to Friday, March 22.

‘My biggest competition 

is myself; being as strong as 

possible, both mentally and 

physically, is imperative when 

competing at a high level. 

‘This is the first time 

there’s been an international 

para surfing event on 

Australian shores, I’ll be 

doing everything I can to 

win in front of my family and 

friends,’ Joel said.

Joel Taylor receiving his award at Surfing Australia’s 

presentation night earlier this month. Photo supplied

Byron Bay Cycling Club 

(BBCC) kicked off its autumn 

season with criterium racing 

at the Cavanbah Centre track 

last Sunday.

Competitors came from 

Victoria, Yamba, Coffs 

Harbour, the Dirty Wheels 

Mountain Bike Club (MBC), 

as well as the University of 

Queensland and Gold Coast 

Cycling Clubs.

To start the day, D grade 

and veterans competed in a 

combined race with riders 

ranging from teenagers to 

seniors. 

Tracey Flintoff from the  

Dirty Wheels MBC finished 

third overall behind John 

Reuth (BBCC) and George 

Bloor (BBCC). Oliver Morgan, 

Marco Goldenberg (BBCC) 

and Phill Finemore (BBCC) 

filled the veteran’s podium. 

Junior racing included a 

field of U/10s. Elijah Punch 

won the event while Lexi 

Flintoff and Amilia Punch 

showed girl-power taking 

second and third.

C grade riders set off 

for 35-minutes plus three 

more laps in their race. 

The eventual placings 

were: Kasey Clarke (Uni 

QLD CC), Glen Ford (Eureka 

VIC CC) and Renato Keča 

(Yamba CC).

B grade had the largest 

field and had 40-minutes 

plus three laps to complete. 

It was lively race with lots 

of attacking moves and 

teamwork on show. 

The top placing was taken 

by Kabir Antoniak (GCCC) in a 

powerful breakaway. Second 

and third went to BBCC 

members Mat Johnson and 

May Perkins who beat the 

bunch home in a tight sprint. 

BBCC’s crietrium racing was back at the Cavanbah Centre’s 

closed track last weekend. Photo supplied 

Nyxie Ryan posted some solid wave scores for LE-BA at 

Burleigh Point on the weekend. Photo Surfing Australia
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While flood-affected Mullum 

residents may welcome 

the mayor’s promise that 

floodplain development is 

off the table, the question 

remains – how could it have 

got this far? And why should 

the community accept such 

poor governance?

A special ‘fine-cut’ screening 

of The Koalas documentary 

will be held on Sunday March 

17 from 5pm at the Federal 

Memorial Hall and Com-

munity Centre. Organisers 

say the doco was three years 

in the making, and the event 

‘will raise funds and aware-

ness for our beloved koalas’.

If free public libraries didn’t 

exist, and someone tried to 

invent them, would it be con-

demned as a socialist plot?

The police’s neverending 

war on those who possess 

or grow a medicinal plant, 

cannabis, sends what mes-

sage? Perhaps that there is 

no accountability with the 

enormous taxpayer-funded 

police budget, or that every 

government is way out of 

step with public sentiment – 

see page 1.

Regarding the Israeli govern-

ment’s ongoing slaughter of 

Gazans – without a peace plan 

– Indian philosopher, Jiddu 

Krishnamurti, once said, ‘You 

cannot have a gun in one 

hand and God in the other’.

Thanks Jim Rose, retired 

Mullum High English teacher, 

for pointing out to his former 

student and Echo editor, Hans 

Lovejoy, that ‘two-year flood 

anniversary’ is tautological. 

Two-year and anniversary 

are the same thing, Jim says. 

‘The ordinal “second” should 

be used’, he said.

‘You take the lies out of him, 

and he’ll shrink to the size of 

your hat; you take the malice 

out of him, and he’ll disap-

pear’ – Mark Twain.

Congrats to Mullum’s 

Stewart’s Menswear, who 

have been named as a final-

ist in the Fashion Category 

for the prestigious 2024 

Australian Small Business 

Champion Awards. Gerard 

and Sue say, ‘With over 

5,500 entries from small 

businesses across Australia, 

being named a finalist is a 

tremendous honour’.

Flood-affected residents and 

those wishing to help shape 

the Mullum Emergency Com-

munity Action (MECA) group 

are invited to the Byron 

Community College, room 

6 on Tuesday March 19 from 

5.30pm till 7pm. For more 

info email mullummeca@

gmail.com. The college is 

located at 6/8 Burringbar.

A new biosecurity emergency 

order is in effect for part of 

the Tweed Shire, after the 

discovery of fire ants near 

the Qld border at Currumbin 

Waters last week.

How do I stay 
safe online?

Can I get help to 
learn more about 

technology?

One-on-one technical help for 
seniors with phones, tablets, 
laptops and computers.

How do you 
send a photo?

QUALIFIED, PATIENT AND
EXPERIENCED TEACHER
Phone or email: 0420 235 624 
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

How do I set up a 
video call with 

my family?

1300 748 948
hardysolar.com.au

YOUR LOCAL SOLAR SPECIALIST!

Solar
Maintenance

Batteries

Lic # 78609

Co-founder of Otherworld, Chris Deckker, is having way too much fun inside the immersive, 

3D light and VR art gallery in Byron Bay. The venue is located at the former Woolies 

building, and is geared for all ages. For more visit www.otherworld.live. Photo Eve Jeffery

MARCH CLEARANCE SALE
FURNITURE, LIGHTING,

HOMEWARES,  OUTDOOR,
LADIES FASHION, SHOES 

AND JEWELLERY
DISCOUNTS 50% – 70% OFF

FRIDAY 15TH 10AM–5PM
SATURDAY 16TH 10AM–4PM

UNIT 3 AND 4 NO. 60 CENTENNIAL CIRCUIT

      bisque_
www.bisquetraders.com.au

0436 466485

       

Cnr Brigantine & Wollongbar St, 

Byron Arts & Industry Estate | 6685 5212

www.hotelandhome.com.au | bedsrus.com.au

*Conditions apply. Limited time from participating stores. Dis-

counts off recommended retail price. Accessories not included.

UP TO 60% OFF


	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24001
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24002
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24003
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24004
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24005
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24006
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24007
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24008
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24009
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24010
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24011
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24012
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24013
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24014
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24015
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24016
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24017
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24018
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24019
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24020
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24021
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24022
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24023
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24024
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24025
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24026
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24027
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24028
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24029
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24030
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24031
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24032
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24033
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24034
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24035
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24036
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24037
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24038
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24039
	BSEE01Z01MA13mar24040

