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PETER GARRETT GIVES BLUESFEST THE NOD
If I say the words ‘US Forces give the nod’, 

I can pretty much guarantee that you 

will hear the unmistakable voice of Peter 

Garrett ringing in your ears. Your head 

may even start to bob up and down a bit. 

Garrett is a classic and not because he is a 

septuagenarian – it’s because he is absolutely 

unique, and he’s embedded in our musical psyche.

The Echo spoke to Garrett, on the tail end of his 

current tour and his prep for Easter in Tyagarah, 

in Sydney on what he described as a ‘halfway day. 

It’s cloudy but not raining.’

Can you tell me about the music you’re bringing 

to Bluesfest this year?

So I’ve just finished a new record, The True North, 

which will be out by Bluesfest. We recorded in 

Sydney – with Martin Rotsey from the Oils and 

Heather Shannon from the Jezabels, and a group 

of other musicians who were in town. It was organic, 

open and really just reflecting exactly what I think, and 

where I am at this point in time. We’ll play a fair bit of that 

I’m hoping, with some special guests with a bit of luck, 

alongside some of the older material. 

I’ll pluck a few Oil’s songs out of the ether and give them 

a run probably and we’ll just make it the biggest, bestest, 

most full-on wonderful night we can. 

It sounds like things aren’t necessarily set in concrete, but 

do you have an idea of how many people will be on stage?

It depends a little bit. My daughters Grace and May will be 

on stage singing which will be fantastic. I really love that. 

And maybe apart from The Alter Egos (including Martin 

Rotsey, Heather Shannon, Evan Mannell and Rowan Lane), 

we might have another one or two. 

Grace also did the design for the album cover and all the 

artwork this time around. She’s a designer, so that was 

nice. Bit of family synergy as well. 

Is there anything in particular about Bluesfest that you 

find different from other festivals?

I think the strength of Bluesfest lies in the adherence to the 

traditions and the backstory of popular music really. It’s 

not just about the moment, although there’s plenty of that 

that goes on, it’s also about how we got to the moment, 

and having artists that have contributed to where 

music finds itself today – but particularly on the 

blues side of things, has always seemed to me to 

be one of the features of Bluesfest itself. 

You said that the new album’s a little bit about 

where you are at now. What is your approach 

or your motivation for performing and writing 

now? Has it changed a lot from when you 

began? Are there different reasons for doing 

music for you now?

That’s a really good question. There’s not a 

straight-up answer for it. Music is so mysterious. It 

comes and goes on the wind. 

You know, I spent such a lot of time in a band 

that had very strong songwriters, Rob (Hurst) and 

Jim (Moginie) – there was never a shortage of 

material. We always had plenty of stuff to chew 

on and work on. I was very involved in political 

activism, the environment, and then, of course, 

ultimately, in that interregnum [don’t worry, I had to look 

it up too!] in the early 2000s, in formal politics.

As much as I can tell, because I’ve not particularly spent 

a lot of time navel-gazing, I think that I’ve just created 

enough space around me, with the charge of coming off 

two very big tours with The Oils, to find the songs were just 

starting to spring out of the ‘place’, and you’ve got to grab 

them when they do and go with them. It’s a very organic 

thing. It’s not something that you really should overthink 

in my experience, you just have to sort of almost go with 

the muse, as it were. 

  continued on liftout page 3
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From left organiser Steve Drake, musician Rebecca Ireland, Jenelle Stanford from the 

chamber and musician Dave Sanders. Photo Eve Jeffery

It’s a biggest little town festival! 

NAB Mullumbimby to close
Federal inquiry into regional bank closures continues
Hans Lovejoy

National Australia Bank (NAB), 

one of the nation’s three larg-

est and most profitable banks, 

is closing its Mullumbimby 

branch on June 18.

A NAB spokesperson 

told The Echo, ‘There will 

be no job losses as part of 

this change, and our branch 

team have all been offered 

other roles across the bank’.

They said in a statement, 

‘More and more our custom-

ers are choosing to do their 

banking online, over the 

phone or by video confer-

ence… it’s important we 

continue to adapt with them’.

Bank@Post option
The closure notice directs 

NAB customers to the 

Mullum Post Office, which 

offers Bank@Post.

‘You can withdraw cash, 

deposit cash and cheques 

and check your account 

using a PIN enabled card’, 

the bank says.

The bank described it as 

a ‘difficult decision’ to close 

the branch, located at 68 

Burringbar Street. 

NAB is the only big bank 

not pausing the closure of 

regional banks in the midst 

of a federal government 

inquiry into the matter.

Nearly 600 submissions 

have been received on the 

Bank Closures in Regional 

Australia Inquiry, according 

to www.aph.gov.au.

The Senate granted an 

extension to table its report 

for May 16, 2024. 

The inquiry will consider, 

‘the economic and welfare 

impacts of bank closures 

on customers and regional 

communities; the effect of 

bank closures or the removal 

of face-to-face cash services 

on access to cash; and the 

effectiveness of government 

banking statistics capturing 

and reporting regional 

service levels’. 

Only bank closing 
regional branches 

The Echo asked NAB, 

‘Why isn’t NAB pausing clos-

ing regional banks in the 

midst of an inquiry, given 

the other three big banks 

have done this?’

They replied, ‘While we 

understand the community 

will be disappointed, this 

decision was made after 

looking closely at the 

decreasing number of cus-

tomers using this branch and 

the increased use of digital 

banking in the area’.

‘Just as they’re using 

online government services 

to complete their tax or a 

Medicare claim, locals in 

Mullumbimby are increasingly 

choosing to bank digitally 

because it’s more convenient.

‘Today, more than 93  per 

cent of customer interactions 

in Australia are taking place 

online, and this is increasing’.

The Echo asked NAB, 

‘What is planned for the 

historic building?’ 

They replied, ‘NAB does 

not own the building, and 

will be handing back the 

premises to the landlord’.

NAB’s cash earnings were 

up 8.8 per cent last year and 

its 2023 profit was $7.731 

billion. 

In August 2023, The Guard-
ian reported that ‘National 

Australia Bank has announced 

the closure of almost 30 

regional branches since a 

parliamentary inquiry into 

regional bank closures began 

in March’.

Supporters, performers, 

and volunteers gathered to 

launch the Mullum Laneways 

Festival 2024 last Friday. 

Hosted at the Rock and 

Roll Coffee House, attend-

ees got a sneak peek into 

what’s in store for the music, 

dance, theatre, art and food, 

festival, scheduled for May 

4 and 5.  

Festival Director, Steve 

Drake, expressed his gratitude 

to those who have already 

joined the cause by sponsor-

ing or volunteering their time. 

Steve also highlighted the 

ongoing need for support 

to ensure the success of this 

year’s expanded two-day 

arts celebration.

Fundraising drive 
As part of the fundraising 

drive, the festival will host a 

special ticketed event on Sat-

urday, May 4, spanning three 

iconic Mullumbimby venues. 

The line up includes George 

Washingmachine, Ian Date 

and Versace Boys. For those 

eager to secure a ticket to 

Saturday evening’s festivities 

or for information on sponsor-

ing, volunteering, or donating 

to this year’s festival, visit the 

newly launched www.kalei-

domullumbimby.org.au. 

The Mullum Laneways 

Festival 2024 is proudly 

presented by Kaleido 

Mullumbimby.  
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Implants
Invisalign Go

Cosmetic dentistry
Same day crowns, veneers and bridges  
Smile make overs (same day available)    

Snoring and sleep apnea devices  
General and family dentistry 

Safe amalgam removal
Root canal therapy

Tooth whitening

3D x-rays and treatment planning

Bruns-Billinudgel RSL marches on
Photo & story Eve Jeffery

Though recently the member-

ship of the Brunswick Heads–

Billinudgel RSL sub-Branch 

has grown, the numbers are 

still very low and if there is 

not a continual increase, this 

chapter faces closing.

The group currently has 

35 members and nine of 

those are on the committee. 

A group of five members are 

required to form a quorum 

for a meeting, and some-

times it’s a stretch.

President Des Wraight, 

says the recent addition of 

four members has meant that 

the outlook for the Brunswick 

Heads–Billinudgel RSL looks 

much brighter, but they will 

always welcome more.

You don’t need to be a 

member of the services to 

join the RSL, and Mr Wraight 

said that no one in the local 

community wants the local 

RSL to fold. 

‘The local community 

currently enjoy attending 

the annual ANZAC Day Dawn 

Service and the RSL Hall is 

regularly booked for dancing 

classes, exercise classes, 

painting classes and other 

organisations’ meetings’. 

RSL meeting dates and 

time at the RSL Hall this year 

are April 17, July 17, Novem-

ber 11 and December 18. 

The ANZAC Day Dawn 

Service on April 25 assembles 

outside the RSL at 04:50 

hours. To find out more, 

email: Brunswick-Heads-

BillinudgelSB@rslnsw.org.au.

Saddle Road group home DA decision this week
Paul Bibby 

Plans to build Byron Shire’s 

first permanent group home 

for women and children in 

housing stress are moving 

ahead, with the develop-

ment application for the 

project coming before 

Council this week.

It’s the first initiative of 

the Byron Shire Community 

Land Trust, a not-for-profit 

organisation aiming to build 

modest rental accommoda-

tion across the Shire. 

The group home will 

provide medium-term, tran-

sitional housing for at least 

two small single-parent fami-

lies and two older women.

Located at 66 The Saddle 

Road, Brunswick Heads, the 

proposed development has a 

total floor area of 176.8m2 and 

contains a kitchen, lounge 

room, living area, five adult 

and two children’s bedrooms, 

with bathrooms for each bed-

room and a shared laundry.

Supporting this use is a 

separate building with store-

room, toilet and 49m2 office. 

The structures are single 

storey in height and 4.1m tall.

The development includes 

parking for six vehicles, 

drinking water storage, on-

site wastewater treatment 

facilities and waste storage 

and composting facilities. 

Site landscaping includes 

an Asset Protection Zone 

(APZ) and the restoration of 

a gully to the east of the pro-

posed buildings, and rainfor-

est revegetation to the north 

along a north-flowing gully. 

An ecological assessment 

undertaken by the applicant 

states that the majority of 

the area within the project 

footprint is ‘degraded graz-

ing land comprising exotic 

grasses and forbs’.

The land for the project 

has been donated by local 

developer Brandon Saul, 

who has played a central role 

in setting up the land trust.

The group home itself will 

be built using funds donated 

by four wealthy local philan-

thropists with the assistance 

of the Northern Rivers Com-

munity Foundation (NRCF) 

and Mr Saul’s company, 

Creative Capital.

It follows in the footsteps 

of land trusts set up in the 

US and northern Europe, 

and attempts to address the 

Shire’s housing and home-

lessness crisis by providing 

low-cost rental accommoda-

tion to those who need it.

Managed by Trust
It is a not-for-profit 

entity run by a board, 

that purchases land and 

builds housing that is then 

managed by a community 

housing provider.

Those managing the trust 

have publicly stated that all 

land it purchases for housing 

will be used for this purpose 

in perpetuity. 

They have also pledged 

that rents will be genuinely 

affordable, rather than 

adhering to the flawed 

conceptions of affordability 

contained within state gov-

ernment housing policies.

Hans Lovejoy

A NSW government spokes-

person has refused to answer 

Echo questions around why 

NSW Labor are yet to ask the 

federal government for grant 

money that was promised 

for flood-affected residents.

Flood-affected com-

munity groups are renewing 

their calls for the NSW 

Premier Chris Minns to 

request assistance from the 

Commonwealth to fully fund 

the promised flood recovery. 

A February 13 letter to 

Mayor Michael Lyon from 

Labor Prime Minister Alba-

nese expresses his willing-

ness to jointly fund further 

flood recovery efforts in the 

Northern Rivers. 

The Resilient Homes 

Program, administrated by 

the beleaguered NSW Recon-

struction Authority, has been 

allocated half of the $1.5b 

promised. Residents last 

year were told that new flood 

mapping excluded many 

homes from the Resilient 

Homes Program. This was 

despite them being flooded in 

2022, and residents applying 

for the program in good faith.

The Community Disaster 

Action Group (CDAG) said 

in a statement last week, 

‘Thousands of families are 

still living in homes that are 

unsafe from future floods or 

unable to return home at all. 

The recovery and adaptation 

process has been inadequate, 

leaving thousands of people 

without dignified living condi-

tions nearly two years later.’

A NSW government 

spokesperson told The Echo, 

‘The NSW government holds 

regular discussions with 

the Commonwealth on the 

recovery effort in the Northern 

Rivers. The $700 million 

Resilient Homes Program 

and the $100 million Resilient 

Lands Program are the larg-

est projects of their kind in 

Australia. Our focus has been 

on delivering these programs 

and making sure they’re help-

ing those who need it’.

Lacks transparency 
CDAG added, ‘Our commu-

nity was explicitly told that 

if their homes flooded, they 

would receive support, yet 

we’ve been met with broken 

promises, delaying tactics 

and a lack of transparency’.

Brunswick Heads–Billinudgel RSL Sub Branch President Des Wraight, enjoying a mid-

meeting cuppa with the committee.
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Space Cowboy aka Chayne Hultgren is exhibiting augmented reality art at the Otherworld 

exhibition in Byron Bay. Photo Jeff ‘Enjoying Free Rides Since 1986’ Dawson

Retired local professor launches 
book Grief and Growth
A leading international 

thinker and researcher in the 

development of innovative 

sport coaching and physical 

education teaching has 

returned home to Byron Bay 

and is launching his first 

non-academic book, Grief 
and Growth, on April 4 at The 

Book Room in Byron. 

Ric Light’s 21-year career 

includes Professor Emeritus 

at the University of Canter-

bury in New Zealand, and 

appointments in Australia 

and the UK. 

He has been invited to 

lecture and speak at highly 

regarded universities in 

Japan, Canada, and France. 

Over his career, he has 

published more than 200 

journal articles and book 

chapters, and 12 academic 

books on sport and physical 

education.

Growing up in 
Byron in the ’60s

Ric told The Echo that the 

first half of Grief and Growth
centres around growing up in 

Byron in the ’60s, but shifts 

after his brother’s death in 

the Simpson Desert. 

‘It is a story about deal-

ing with the loss of loved 

ones, and how it promoted 

personal, professional, and 

spiritual growth that gave life 

deep meaning’, he says.

Rethinking grief
The synopsis reads in 

part, ‘Grief and Growth sug-

gests answers may be found 

through meditation, sport, 

exacting disciplines like 

karate and tuning in to the 

spirits of nature’. 

‘It will have you rethinking 

your ideas on grief and other 

major challenges in life’. 

Reviews have been 

positive, with Delvene 

Delaney saying, ‘Ric Light’s 

engaging, intriguing and 

enlightening life story 

highlights meaningful 

human emotions, from 

romantic nostalgia for his 

boyhood Byron Bay, to 

swift cultural shifts, and the 

momentous milestones that 

deeply affect us all’. 

‘It’s well worth the read’.

Grief and Growth will be 

launched at The Book Room 

on Thursday, April 4 from 

6–7.30pm, with music from 

Simon Greaves and Gyan.

Professor Ric Light. Photo Eve Jeffery

Distinguished circus 

performer and holder of 

56 Guinness World Records, 

Space Cowboy, has now 

forged a new direction in fine 

art that combines emerging 

technology.

His latest art exhibition 

‘Enjoy the Ride’ will be held 

at Otherworld in Byron’s CBD, 

and combines digital with 

traditional mediums, which 

encourages exploration and 

interaction from viewers.

Space Cowboy told The 
Echo, ‘“Enjoy the Ride” intro-

duces the use of augmented 

reality (AR) technology, 

transforming the artworks 

into interactive worlds. It’s 

open to all ages, and I lead 

guests through the realms 

of the extraordinary, which 

includes the death-defying 

act of sword swallowing, to 

the intrigue of spoon bend-

ing using the power of the 

mind’.

Eight live events 
Spanning eight live 

events, he says the exhibition 

is ‘designed to captivate both 

families and art aficionados’. 

Scheduled shows are from 

5pm on April 5, 6, 7, and April 

12, 13, 14, with matinees from 

3pm on April 6 and 13. 

Space Cowboy adds, ‘The 

Otherworld Gallery offers a 

groundbreaking interactive 

light and art experience, 

featuring artists from across 

the world who work at the 

leading edge of art and tech-

nology. Entry includes access 

to all Otherworld’s incredible 

interactive installations, 

live performances and the 

all-new “Enjoy the Ride” 

exhibition. Refreshments 

available’.

Tickets are available at 

www.otherworld.live.

Buckle in for the AR ride Buckle in for the AR ride 



www.echo.net.au The Byron Shire Echo 5

Local News

Deb recognised by screen peers
Photo & story Eve Jeffery

Local screen producer, Deb 

Cox, who is responsible for 

about 40 hours of screen time 

filmed in the area, has been 

honoured by her peers with a 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

at the 22nd Annual Screen 

Producers Australia Awards.

The awards ceremony, 

held on the Gold Coast last 

Thursday, saw Cox and 

fellow Every Cloud Produc-

tions founder, Fiona Eagger, 

presented with the award 

for their co-creation and 

production of three seasons 

of Miss Fisher’s Murder 

Mysteries, which has sold 

to more than 170 territories 

around the world.

Both are also responsible 

for creating the AACTA 

award-winning Deadlock, 

the Indigenous drama The 

Gods of Wheat Street, plus 

Christmas Ransom, Newton’s 

Law, A Sunburnt Christmas, 

Eden and the reboot of Sea 

Change (with ITV).

The award is a celebration 

of Deb and Fiona’s long-

standing partnership and a 

testament to the power of 

female-led businesses.

Founded in 2009, Every 

Cloud Productions built a 

platform for the develop-

ment of female-led stories 

with content across ABC, 

SBS, Seven Network, Nine 

Network, Stan, and Acorn TV.

Active career 
As she is still in the midst 

of a very active career, the 

award is not a complete 

summary of Cox’s work. She 

has a lot more yet to do. 

‘We’re honoured to win 

it because it’s presented to 

you by your peers. That part 

of it’s delightful. It is also a 

reminder of the responsibil-

ity you have as a storyteller,’ 

said Cox from her home in 

Byron on the weekend. 

‘But it’s also weird, 

because I want to keep going 

and I think when you get 

an award like that, it feels 

like now it’s time to pass 

on knowledge to the next 

generation.’

Mentoring 
Ms Cox said it’s a time 

in the screen industry 

where mentoring is really 

important. 

‘We’re trying to fast-track 

a lot of emerging diverse 

voices who haven’t had 

the opportunities that my 

generation had. We are going 

through the big production 

houses like Crawford Produc-

tions, Grundy’s, and the 

ABC’s drama department’.

discover the jewel of byron

Open 7 days per week, 10am — 5pm
Closed Good Friday
81 Monet Drive, Mullumbimby, NSW 2482

Home to the world’s largest natural crystals where you can sit in an ancient amethyst cave.
Wander the tranquil Shambhala Gardens, enjoy breathtaking views,

delicious lunch and Crystal Sound Healing.

Deb Cox has just been awarded a Lifetime Achievement 

Award at the 22nd Annual Screen Producers Australia 

Awards.

Paul Bibby

Byron Shire Council looks 

set to add its voice to the 

growing chorus calling on 

the state government to stop 

shifting responsibilities and 

costs onto local government.

In a mayoral minute to be 

discussed and debated at 

this week’s Council meeting, 

Mayor Michael Lyon asserts 

that the unrelenting growth 

of cost-shifting to councils 

is ‘eroding any possibility of 

financially sustainable local 

government’.

This is also ‘risking the 

capacity of councils to 

deliver tailored, grass roots 

services to their communi-

ties and properly deliver and 

maintain local infrastructure’.

Cr Lyon’s claim is partly 

based on a new report on 

cost-shifting, produced by 

Local Government New 

South Wales (LGNSW) which 

shows that the increase 

in cost-shifting has been 

accelerated by various NSW 

government policies.

The report found that 

$1.36 billion has been passed 

on to councils, more than 

a third of which came in 

the space of just four years 

between the 2017/18 finan-

cial year and the 2021/22 

financial year.

‘This represents lost ser-

vices, lost opportunity and lost 

amenity for all our residents 

and businesses,’ Cr Lyon said.

‘With councils having to 

fund this ongoing subsidy for 

the state government each 

and every year, it means our 

communities get less or go 

without,’ he said.

‘They go without better 

roads, they go without 

better parks, they go without 

important community 

services that only councils 

provide, and they and their 

ratepayers are effectively 

paying hidden taxes to other 

levels of government’.

Cr Lyon is proposing in 

the mayoral minute that 

Council writes to the pre-

mier, the NSW treasurer, and 

the NSW minister for local 

government demanding that 

they ‘urgently address these 

costs through a combina-

tion of regulatory reform, 

budgetary provision and 

appropriate funding’.

He is also moving that a 

copy of the report be placed 

on Council’s website so that 

it can be easily accessed by 

the community. 

The mayoral minute will 

be debated and voted on at 

Thursday’s meeting.

Meanwhile, a newly 

formed ‘stakeholder refer-

ence group’ held its first 

meeting on Monday to 

advise the government on 

reforming the way emer-

gency services are funded.

A NSW government media 

release said a ‘broad range of 

perspectives’ were discussed 

for a new model to replace 

the existing Emergency 

Services Levy (ESL), which 

is paid through insurance 

premiums.

The government state-

ment reads, ‘The reference 

group is made up of leaders 

from the insurance and prop-

erty industries, business and 

council representatives and 

emergency service experts’.

LGNSW says the NSW gov-

ernment ‘imposed the ESL 

on all councils without warn-

ing for the 2023/24 financial 

year’, and described it as 

‘cost-shifting at its worse, 

as it is imposed on councils 

without any mechanism for 

councils to recover costs’.
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Principal Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

www.mullum2brunspaddle.com.au

Save $$ on standard online entry prices if you 
register at mullum2brunspaddle.com.au

before April 19. It’s quick and easy.

Plus:
community food stalls

The event raises funds for three local groups:

Early Bird Registration

Bruns’ Best Day Out Is Back!
Mullum2Bruns is on again for another fun day 
on the Brunswick River, beginning at Heritage 

Park in Mullumbimby and ending at the Terrace 
Park in Brunswick Heads, a distance of 10km. 

There’s something for everyone:

Challenges: Competitive events, drawing top 
athletes from all over Australia (and plenty of 

locals too) with valuable prizes to be won

Fun Paddle: Bring along any non-motorised 

with family and friends

Dragon Boat Flotilla: Quite a spectacle – and 
not something you see every day! 

Principal Sponsors

SUNDAY  SUNDAY 
26 MAY 202426 MAY 2024

15.

Gold Sponsors

Mullum2Bruns is on again for another fun day 
on the Brunswick River, beginning at Heritage 
Park in Mullumbimby and ending at Memorial 
Park in Brunswick Heads, a distance of 10km.

News from across the North Coast online 

www.echo.net.au
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Two rollovers at Ballina 
and 29 search and rescue 
missions

With two rollovers on the 

Ballina Bar during February, 

Marine Rescue has been busy 

not only on the North Coast 

but across the state. 

Where will an extra 30,000 
people fit in Tweed? Your 
last chance to comment

‘The Tweed Shire Growth 

Management Housing Strategy 

(GMHS) Options Paper 

proposes a lot of significant 

changes across our Shire 

with many of the options put 

forward being controversial,’ 

Tweed Mayor, Chris Cherry 
told The Echo.

Celebrating the Easter 
Bilby in Lismore
The Lismore Bilby Discovery 
Adventure is a unique Easter 
celebration inviting families 
to join in during the lead up to 
Easter. 

Ballina burnout 
workshops to support 
local community
The Northern Rivers community 
will have an opportunity to 
learn from leading burnout 
experts across March and April 
in a series of free workshops 
presented by Ballina Shire 
Council.

North Coast News

Mia Armitage

More than 500 people 

marched in the rain on 

Sunday through Lismore 

to the local state member’s 

office in protest against gov-

ernment sanctioned native 

forest logging.

The crowd was calling on 

Labor Member for Lismore 

Janelle Saffin to use her 

power as someone in gov-

ernment to demand an end 

to the practice.

Labor state governments 

elsewhere have banned 

native tree logging, includ-

ing in Victoria and Western 

Australia.

But NSW was last year 

reported to be clearing 640 

football fields’ worth of land 

per day, amounting to an 

average of 95,000 hectares 

of native vegetation cleared 

every year for the four pre-

ceding years.

Read full story in The Echo 
online: www.echo.net.au.

Protesters against native forest logging, outside Labor MP 

Janelle Saffin’s electorate office Sunday, 24 March. 

Photo Sean O’Shannessey

Aslan Shand

Ballina has seen two 

meetings this month about 

increasing youth crime. At 

the same time, reports of 

youth crime have increased 

in some areas of the Tweed 

and Byron shires. 

‘There has been a signifi-

cant spike in certain types of 

crime committed by youths 

aged 14 years to 18 years over 

the last 18 months in the Bal-

lina electorate, and in many 

regional towns in NSW. Those 

crimes are car theft and break 

and enter offences,’ explained 

Ballina MP Tamara Smith. 

Detective Chief Inspector 

Bill McKenna from the Rich-

mond Police told the recent 

Ballina meeting that February 

had been their busiest month.

‘We’ve seen an increase of 

youth crime in some areas,’ 

Matt Kehoe, Detective Chief 

Inspector for the Tweed 

Byron Police told The Echo.

‘We are still seeing young 

people from the Gold Coast 

area coming to the northern 

half of our district including 

Kingscliff and Casuarina. 

They are breaking into 

houses, stealing car keys 

and stealing cars. Also young 

people are coming from Bal-

lina and Lismore to Suffolk 

Park, Brunswick Heads and 

Ocean Shores.’

One young woman from 

South Golden Beach recently 

told The Echo that her home 

had been broken into while 

she was at home in bed, 

which was very frightening.

Underlying causes 
need to be tackled

‘I am appalled at this 

kind of behaviour and these 

crimes and certainly offend-

ers must be charged and held 

to account,’ said Ms Smith. 

‘However, these type of 

spikes in crime amongst 

youth across regional NSW 

have an underbelly in terms 

of the types of factors that 

are contributing and causes – 

poverty, the loss of essential 

services, chronic teacher 

shortages, disengagement 

with school and education, 

lack of activities for young 

people, mental health 

conditions, difficult home 

lives, and drug and alcohol 

dependence. These types 

of spikes in crime amongst 

children are a symptom of 

failures at the system level.’

Stricter bail laws
Many people at the 

recent Ballina meeting were 

reported as supporting 

the recent changes to 

youth bail laws by the NSW 

government. 

‘People often support 

“tough on crime” reforms 

because they are scared 

and they want to feel 

safer, which is completely 

understandable – we all 

have the right to feel safe in 

our homes and communi-

ties,’ said Ballina Councillor 

Kiri Dicker, who began as 

a youth worker in Ballina 

around 20 years ago.

‘The problem is, the evi-

dence clearly shows that the 

longer young people spend 

in the criminal justice system, 

the more likely they are to 

commit crime. So while it 

may be a short-term fix, it 

will only make the problem 

worse. Locking up young 

people is also exceedingly 

expensive, it costs taxpayers 

almost $1,000,000 a year 

to keep a young person in 

juvenile detention. I’d rather 

see that money spent on 

programs and services that 

address the root causes 

of crime (inequality and 

disadvantage) and actually 

reduce crime. I want people 

to actually be safer, not just 

feel safer.’

Ms Diker’s position is sup-

ported by The Law Society of 

NSW who says this ‘12-month 

“experiment” to tighten bail 

laws for children and young 

people prioritises a drive 

for political action instead 

of evidence-based, well-

considered reform’.

Opportunistic crime
Detective Kehoe said that 

many of the crimes were 

opportunistic. 

‘They are stealing vehicles 

where car keys are in the 

vehicle, even in the ignition 

and when houses are left 

unlocked,’ he said. 

‘So security is a big issue. 

Lock your doors.’ 

The police have a range 

of programs that work with 

young people and youth 

at risk. However, ‘While 

the NSW Police Force will 

continue to work to empower 

youth to make the right 

decisions, there needs to be 

a concerted, societal effort 

to instil a sense of belonging 

and purpose to enable at-risk 

young individuals to reach 

their full potential. This could 

mean encouraging kids 

into activities such as work, 

school, community or sport,’ 

a spokesperson for North 

Coast police told The Echo.

Read full story in The Echo 
online: www.echo.net.au.

Youth crime Ballina, 
Tweed, Byron shires

Mayoral casting vote gets Lismore’s 

Scheme over the line 
Aslan Shand

At the recent Lismore City 

Council (LCC) meeting former 

Mayor Vanessa Ekins and 

councillor Elly Bird moved 

the motion to introduce 

an Affordable Housing 

Contribution Scheme (AHCS) 

and submit it to the state 

government for a gateway 

determination. 

‘Under my leadership 

as mayor, Lismore City 

Council declared a housing 

emergency. The situation was 

critical even before the 2022 

floods,’ Cr Ekins told The Echo. 

‘At the March LCC meeting, 

councillors endorsed an AHCS 

where [owners of] farmland 

that is upzoned to residential 

land will make a small 

contribution of their profits 

to council for the building 

of affordable housing,’ 

explained Cr Ekins. 

‘For example, a farm 

that is worth say $3 million, 

after rezoning to residential, 

would be worth $30 million. 

When a viable development 

is proposed on this land, and 

the developer has a profit 

of 22 per cent, only then 

will a small percentage be 

available to Council to build 

affordable housing.’ 

The motion was carried 

with the casting vote of the 

mayor. 

Read full story in The Echo 
online: www.echo.net.au.

Richmond Valley Council Mayor Robert Mustow cuts the 

ribbon to open the Richmond Valley section of the Northern 

Rivers Rail Trail on Saturday, joined by supporters. 

Photo David Lowe

Lismore Labor MP called out 
over native forest logging
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ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY RECALL

www.lghomebattery.com.au/isyourbatterysafe

productrecall@lgensol.com.au

www.solaxpower.com.au/electrical-safety-recall/

service@solaxpower.com

BayFM presenters and station volunteers gathered at the studios on Saturday to celebrate 

a new fit-out with much needed equipment. Photo Mia Armitage

Paul Bibby

Will Byron Council deliver 

on its pledge to make park-

ing permits free for locals 

across the Shire when paid 

parking comes into force in 

Brunswick Heads?

The answer to this 

and other key parking 

meter questions will be 

determined at this week’s 

Council meeting, when the 

implementation plan for 

the much-discussed Bruns 

paid parking scheme comes 

before councillors.

Endorsed by Council in 

December last year, the paid 

parking scheme will see 

more than a dozen parking 

meters installed in the centre 

of Bruns, as well as in the 

parking zones running paral-

lel to the beach.

In order to sweeten the 

deal for locals, some of 

whom opposed parking 

meters, Mayor Michael Lyon’s 

successful motion from 

December 14, 2023 included 

a clause stating that all 

locals would be entitled to a 

free parking permit, rather 

than paying the current $55 

annual fee.

Part of the December 14 

motion reads that Council 

will, ‘Update the fees and 

charges to change the “Shire 

Resident or Ratepayer 

Exemption, or Resident 

Interim Parking Permit” from 

$55 to $0 at the time that 

the scheme becomes opera-

tional in Brunswick Heads’. 

This would effectively 

exempt them for having to pay 

for parking in both Brunswick 

Heads, and in Byron Bay.

However, an implementa-

tion report from Council staff 

coming before this week’s 

meeting has identified a series 

of significant issues with the 

free permit proposal, which 

they say will ‘have a signifi-

cant impact on the operation 

of the current scheme’.

They have recommended 

that the existing system of 

paid permits remain in place.

Council’s Infrastructure 

Planning Coordinator, James 

Flockton, says in the report 

that making parking permits 

free for locals will produce a 

flood of applications, which 

staff will be unable to handle.

‘Staff are already at 

capacity processing and 

administering the existing 

permit scheme, with only 30 

per cent of residents opting 

to purchase a permit,’ Mr 

Flockton said.

‘With the removal of 

the fee, it is assumed that 

all residents or a majority, 

would take the opportunity 

to obtain a permit. 

‘This will more than 

double the system 

administration needs and 

therefore require a number 

of additional staff to cover 

this increase.’

Mr Flockton also stated 

that free parking permits 

would create an incentive 

for more locals to use their 

cars to get to the beach, 

rather than using alternative 

methods of transport.

This would potentially 

exacerbate the existing 

parking shortages in both 

Brunswick Heads and Byron 

Bay, increase the risk of 

system abuse, and signifi-

cantly reduce the revenue 

generated by the Shire’s paid 

parking schemes.

‘Financially the scheme 

could see a loss of $750,000 

per year, plus the need to 

employ additional staff to 

administer the additional 

permit applications may take 

the total cost to the scheme 

as high as $1 million.’

Staff have also recom-

mended that councillors 

increase their proposed 

hourly rate for the Bruns 

parking meters from $3 per 

hour to $4, stating that this 

is necessary for the scheme’s 

financial viability.

‘$4 per hour is suitable 

with current day costs, and is 

closer to the current scheme 

in Byron Bay,’ Mr Flockton 

said. ‘This rate will make it 

quicker and simpler to bring 

both schemes in line in 12 

month’s time.’

Given that parking meters 

in Byron Bay currently charge 

$5 an hour, it suggests that 

the meters in Bruns could 

also potentially be increased 

to $5 an hour within a year of 

implementation.

At $4 an hour, Council’s 

projected revenue from the 

Bruns scheme would be 

$11,294,191 over five years.

At $3 an hour the pro-

jected revenue would be just 

over $9m.

BayFM has new studio gear! 

Community Newsroom 

presenter, Mia Armitage, 

says training will happen in 

coming months on the new 

digital desk, which replaces 

the 20-year old analogue 

equipment. 

‘The bulk of funds for the 

station’s studio upgrades 

comes from the Community 

Broadcasting Founda-

tion (CBF), and the Founda-

tion for Rural and Regional 

Renewal. The rest of the 

money was pooled from 

station sponsors, subscrib-

ers, donors and fundraising 

events such as January’s 

Boogie for Bay FM’.

BayFM President, Ange 

Kent, adds that Studio Two is 

the next project to be funded, 

with presenters facing regular 

equipment challenges.

Broadcasting is an 

expensive exercise, says Mia, 

with BayFM’s annual running 

costs at around $250,000, 

including rent, power, 

insurance, licence fees and 

equipment maintenance.

The local community 

radio service is provided free 

of charge, with most present-

ers and all management 

working on a volunteer basis.

You can listen to Bay FM 

Community Radio via www.

bayfm.org, the Community 

Radio Plus App, or at 99.9 FM 

on the Northern Rivers.

A national campaign to raise 

falls awareness is being sup-

ported by local Rotary Clubs 

of Lismore West, Ballina on 

Richmond, and the Satellite 

Club of Ballina Lifestyle.

Rotary’s Trevor Kenneally 

told The Echo as part of April’s 

Falls Month, a community 

information stand will be 

held at Bunnings Lismore and 

Ballina, from 10am until 4pm 

on Friday April 12, Saturday 

April 13 and Sunday April 14.

He says NSW Health 

reps will also be on-hand to 

provide information.

‘Falls are unnecessary, 

and often preventable’, said 

Bob Barnes, of the Rotary 

Club of Lismore West. 

He is also the founder of 

the Falls Committee, and 

spearheads the information 

campaign.

‘We all know someone 

who has had a fall and it can 

be devastating for them, 

with a domino effect on their 

family and friends, so we want 

to get a message out to the 

community that they can do 

something about preventing 

falls. Nine out of ten hip 

replacements are due to a fall. 

Mr Kenneally adds, ‘Falls 

are the biggest reason for 

premature admission to hos-

pitals and aged care facilities’.

Johan Kortenhorst has been 

appointed as chair to phil-

anthropic organisation, the 

Northern Rivers Community 

Foundation (NRCF).

He said in a statement, 

‘Having grown up in the 

Northern Rivers, I joined the 

foundation after returning 

home from ten years of living 

away. I wanted to find a way 

to have a deeper connection 

to the community that I grew 

up in, and NRCF was the 

perfect fit’. 

‘I was impressed with 

the people on the board 

and was fascinated by the 

concept of the community 

pooling its resources to fund 

local organisations with the 

most need. 

‘Our goal as a foundation 

is to keep growing the funds 

that we hold in perpetuity for 

the community, so we can 

continue to support local 

projects every year.’  

For more info, visit www.

nrcf.org.au.
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A health check as Medicare turns 40

I f you’ll forgive the earnest tone, 

I’d like to propose a toast. 

To a friend who’s almost 

always there when you need them 

most. To a system that aims to treat 

people fairly and respectfully. 

To a quiet cornerstone of Aus-

tralia’s civil society. 

Yes, it’s not perfect, it’s perpetu-

ally preyed on by profiteers, and its 

work can be patchy, sometimes. 

But here’s to Medicare. 

Happy 40th.

Painful birth
As some readers well remember, 

the birth of Australia’s publicly-

funded universal health system was 

not easy. 

First delivered as Medibank by 

Whitlam’s Labor government in 

1974, it was viciously attacked by 

doctors’ groups and conservative 

political parties, which effectively 

killed it off, a year or so later.

It wasn’t until 1984, after the elec-

tion of Labor under Bob Hawke, that 

Medicare was formally launched. It 

reduced people’s big medical bills, 

cut the costs of healthcare nation-

ally, and even drove down inflation. 

But the idea of a taxpayer-funded 

system of free or low-cost care 

remained abhorrent to many in the 

medical community and the Liberals. 

Doctors worried about falling 

incomes and government influ-

ence. The then opposition leader, 

John Howard, famously said the 

government should have ‘taken 

a knife’ to Medicare, describing it 

as ‘one of the great failures of the 

Hawke government.’

Popular success
Unlike John Howard, big majori-

ties of Australians have consistently 

supported Medicare. Some political 

observers have even suggested that 

the Liberals only won government 

in 1996, and Howard became prime 

minister, largely because they finally 

ended their opposition to Medicare. 

Along with providing affordable 

access to hospitals, doctors, nurses, 

drugs, tests, and treatments, a 

strong publicly-run Medicare has 

also helped keep a lid on the overall 

costs of healthcare.

In Australia, we spend around 

ten per cent of total GDP on health-

care. This is similar to European 

countries, but just half of what’s 

spent in the US.

With its market-based system, 

the US spends close to 19 per cent 

of GDP. That’s one-fifth of the entire 

economy spent on ‘healthcare’, 

while at the same time Americans 

tend to have poorer health out-

comes than comparable countries. 

I was lucky enough to study 

health systems during a Harkness 

Fellowship at Harvard University. 

I learnt a lot about the inequal-

ity, inefficiency, and inhumanity of 

US healthcare.

It’s not really rocket science. 

Health systems based on solidarity 

tend to be fairer, more effective, 

and cheaper. 

Of course, Medicare could be 

stronger on many fronts. 

On the one hand, access to 

needed care can be hard to come 

by, particularly in some remote and 

regional communities. Public hos-

pitals in many places are hurting 

and waiting times unacceptable. 

On the other hand, Medicare is 

too often vulnerable to the vested 

interests which are driving the 

problem of too much medicine. 

From corporate-controlled 

general practices to giant pathol-

ogy companies, from big pharma to 

pharmacies, private for-profit play-

ers all push to sell more. The result 

is increasing amounts of harmful 

and unnecessary care, and wasteful 

increases in costs, threatening the 

very viability of a universal system. 

The biggest challenge for 

Medicare, and health systems eve-

rywhere, is tackling this problem of 

too much of a good thing. 

In just 20 years, the number of 

annual subsidised prescriptions 

under Medicare has jumped from 

160 million, to over 220 million 

today. And the annual drug costs 

from $4.5 billion to over $17 billion. 

There is incontrovertible evi-

dence that many of those prescrip-

tions are unnecessary and harmful. 

Deprescribing 
The problem of ‘polypharmacy’, 

particularly among the elderly, 

is so out-of-control that good 

doctors are now learning the art of 

‘deprescribing’.

The Australian Commission on 

Safety and Quality in Health Care 

has repeatedly identified examples 

of overuse, including too many 

planned caesarean sections, too 

many colonoscopies, and too many 

inappropriate antipsychotics. 

Globally-renowned Stanford 

University Professor John Ioannidis 

told me a few years back that ‘we’re 

just spending so much, and we’re 

wasting so much, that healthcare is 

one of the leading public dangers 

for health.’ 

Ioannidis is one of the most cited 

medical scientists on the planet, and 

has sat on the editorial boards of 

some of the world’s most respected 

scientific journals. ‘I think at some 

point, we need to fight against 

medicine’, Ioannidis told me. ‘It’s 

becoming really dangerous.’

There are ways to tackle these 

challenges, collectively, to better 

manage vested interests, and 

strengthen this vital public infra-

structure. And there are ways we 

can protect ourselves and our loved 

ones from the dangers of unneces-

sary care.  But they are columns for 

another day.  

Medicare is a manifestation of 

our humanity, so in its birthday 

year, let’s celebrate this solidarity.

 Dr Ray Moynihan has been 

known to break out in a rash 

when confronted with for-profit 

healthcare.  

Joyous propaganda! 
The NSW Labor government marked 

its one year in office this week with a 

jubilant statement of achievements 

issued from Macquarie Street HQ.

Premier Chris Minns’ spin doctors 

say 74 bills were passed and they 

are ‘delivering on major election 

commitments’.

There was a lot riding on NSW 

Labor when they finally got control 

of the state last year. 

For nearly a decade, the state 

had been plundered by neoliberal 

ganster clowns, resulting in a less 

fair, and meaner society. 

So how are Labor governments 

different to the Liberal-Nationals? 

To be fair, Labor have made 

improvements with pay and 

conditions for essential services and 

frontline workers. Education, health, 

infrastructure etc are the bedrock 

of government business, and have 

always been Labor’s strength. 

The premier’s media release also 

said, ‘We’ve reduced debt by $13 

billion, despite inheriting the largest 

debt ever passed from one govern-

ment to another’.

So how about protecting 

diminishing biodiversity and the 

unsustainable rate of land clearing 

and species loss? 

There were passing comments 

about $172 million to save koalas in 

the wild, but given they won’t stop 

Forestry NSW logging koala habitat, 

it’s all spin.

Planning reform
Despite all this, the joyous gov-

ernment media release puts cost of 

living as their number one priority, 

and ‘at the centre of that is housing’.

Planning reform achievements 

were listed, yet they continue 

misleading the public around 

affordable housing. 

When given the chance to reform 

the housing State Environmental 

Planning Policy (SEPP) last year, 

they failed to improve the metrics 

which give advantage to speculating 

developers. The SEPP offers little for 

those who can’t afford a home. 

What wasn’t included in their 

achievement list was a commitment 

to public housing.  

As demonstrated on the page 

3 story, ‘NSW Labor no show with 

flood funds’, thousands of north 

coast flood-affected residents are 

still without assistance, despite 

promises.

Should the public accept broken 

promises and a lack of transpar-

ency? It’s taxpayer money after all.

And how about Labor’s values 

around social justice? 

Like the NSW Liberal-Nats, NSW 

Labor appear unwilling to reform 

police behaviour around strip 

searching minors, or pointless 

and expensive cannabis raids, for 

example.  

And last week, NSW Greens MLC, 

Sue Higginson, said, ‘The Minns 

Labor government passed rushed, 

broad, and badly-drafted bail laws 

that will see vulnerable children and 

young people locked up’.

She says, ‘The opposition to 

these laws is remarkable. The Bar 

Association, the Law Society, the 

cross bench and even members of 

the Liberal Party and the govern-

ment united against both the spirit 

and execution of new laws’. 

Is there room for improvement? 

Clearly. Yet comparing NSW Labor 

to the NSW Liberal-Nats won’t pro-

duce better governance – the only 

agent of positive change is a more 

informed and active public. 

Does that sound like a big ask?  

Hans Lovejoy, editor

News tips are welcome: 
editor@echo.net.au
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Opposition to 
Sandhills Wetland 
Reserve Project
These are some of the 

reasons why several of my 

neighbours and I oppose 

the proposed development 

of the Byron Sandhills Wet-

land Reserve.

1) The Clarkes Beach 

stormwater outlet from the 

Sandhills Wetland has been 

obsolete for many years. Even 

at low tide, the stormwater 

from the wetland doesn’t 

drain into the ocean. The 

whole wetland project won’t 

work, but actually cause 

further pollution as will be 

demonstrated below.

2)  We do not want 

thousands of trees being cut 

or offset or retired. We also 

oppose endangered and pro-

tected animals being killed by 

habitat loss.

Please see article by Hans 

Lovejoy in The Echo (7/2/2024 

page 7) entitled ‘A peek 

inside… wetland’.

The estimated cost per 

tree removal by the town 

planners at $150 is highly 

inaccurate. Google search 

shows the average cost to 

cut one tree is $1,950, stump 

removal extra $100-$400, 

so $2,200 in total per tree. 

Excluding roots! 2,000 trees 

killed at $4,400,000.  The 

‘retirement’ and shipment of 

trees would be an extra cost.

To dig the 1.8 ha of 

wetland 1m deep would cost 

$126,000,000, $126 million 

for soil removal, excluding 

the excavation of ponds. And 

excluding the treatment of 

acid soil.

The town planners quote 

the path-construction alone 

at $2m ($1,999,970).

3) Therefore the total cost 

of the whole project would be 

$136.4 million and counting. 

We consider this an irrespon-

sible cost for a controversial 

project which is doomed to 

fail. Do you want to shoulder 

this risk?

4) The initial quoted time 

of works was six months, 

then ‘just under one year’. 

Realistically it would take 

two, three or more years. 

Noisy work for six days 

per week. 7am-4pm, only 

Sunday ‘quiet’.

5) Many residents at Mar-

vell Street (Feros retirement 

village and social housing) 

and Massinger Street are 

elderly and have serious 

health issues, and would not 

be able to tolerate the noise, 

diesel fumes and dust created 

by the works. Some of us, 

including me, would need 

alternative accommodation. 

There could be serious mental 

and physical health implica-

tions or even fatalities to 

residents, adding to the hous-

ing crisis, mental health crises 

and hospital admissions.

6) The storm water won’t 

be improved, as no drainage 

is possible via the Clarkes 

Beach outlet. Sea levels 

are predicted to rise faster 

and higher than previously 

thought (6m).

The whole project will be 

flooded eventually. The only 

possible solution would be 

to channel the stormwater/

creek east of Paterson Street 

directly out to the ocean, in 

between the caravan park 

and public toilet block (not 

via wetlands).

7) We oppose the building 

of pathways, dangerous 

e-bike runways, bridges 

and recreational areas. This 

would attract antisocial 

behaviour, loud parties, 

alcohol and drug use/dealing, 

littering, using wetland as 

a toilet and would further 

worsen the groundwater. (See 

Echo 29/11/2023 Antisocial 

wave hits SGB).

We don’t have antisocial 

behaviour at present in the 

proposed wetland project 

area bar two homeless 

camps close to Lawson and 

Cowper Streets.

Most of the homeless 

people camp in the drier 

western part of the reserve 

which doesn’t have leeches 

and not that many mozzies. 

Most homeless people are 

peaceful yet leave garbage. 

Let the town planners house 

them first and remove their 

garbage piles.

8) We would have a pest 

explosion of mosquitoes, 

leeches, and cane toads if 

the proposed wetlands with 

ponds goes ahead. Dengue 

fever is documented to 

travel further south with our 

climate becoming warmer 

and more tropical.

9) There are no two major 

parts of Byron town to con-

nect, as falsely claimed by 

town planners. Most houses 

at Massinger Street and 

further east and southeast 

are low-key holiday rentals 

and stand empty for most of 

the year.

Name witheld

The bush is back
The Sydney Morning Herald
reports that the bush is back. 

At the recent Paris fashion 

shows, Maison Margiela got 

his models to wear merkins 

(pubic wigs) underneath 

diaphanous material causing 

a stir and reigniting the thrill 

of actually having pubes. It is 

ironic that they put pubic wigs 

on models who probably paid 

to have their own removed.

But how do they attach 

merkins? I shudder to think.

And why is it ok to see a 

merkin but not the real thing?

And does Nutbush City 

Limits really mean what I 

thought it did?

So many questions, so 

little hair.

It’s about time the bush 

made a comeback. Believe it 

or not there are good reasons 

for growing pubic hair – it 

helps protect against bac-

teria, traps the pheromones 

that make us more attractive 

to prospective sexual part-

ners, and acts as a buffer that 

reduces friction during sex.

Congratulations to the 

people who hosted the ‘Let’s 

Make a Merkin’ workshop 

recently in Mullum to raise 

funds for homeless women. 

I hope it was very successful. 

I also hope that they will 

model their creations in some 

local fashion show. Well done 

Darling Muffs of May.

Magenta Appel-Pye

Mullumbimby

Beware of scams 
We have been affected 

by fraudulent phone calls 

on our landline (now 

unplugged) when taking 

a call from Telstra/ NBN 

which was assumed to be in 

response to numerous issues 

with these service providers. 

(Haven’t we all experienced 

these and tried to communi-

cate and remedy?).
Very credible, seemingly 

knowing how our bills are paid 

and after a long and business-

like conversation, persuading 

us to allow access to a laptop 

and to turn off mobiles so that 

the speed of service could be 

accurately assessed.
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Wed 27 march stephen lovelight
Thu 28 march Ben Walsh
Fri 29 march Harry Nichols
Sat 30 march Paper Lane
Sun 31 MARCH Hayley Grace trio

Mon 1 april Nathan Kaye solo
Tues 2 april Jamie Ashforth
Wed 3 april Chris Aronsten

AND THE FAMOUS 

RAILS kitchen

86 JONSON St, BYRON BAY  |  6685 7662  |  therailsbyronbay.com

Letters to the Editor and cartoons
Send to Letters Editor Aslan Shand, fax: 6684 1719 email: editor@echo.net.au Deadline: Noon, Friday. 

Letters longer than 200 words may be cut. Letters already published in other papers will not be 

considered. Please include your full name, address and phone number for verification purposes.

▶ Continued on next page

Custom T-Shirts, Streetwear & Apparel 
Family owned and in Byron since ‘95 

Print while you wait - full colour digital prints
Order in store or online today!

drmoose.com.au
48 Jonson Street, Byron Bay

02 6685 5825

Support Local Independent Family Owned Business

Letters

Profit is God! Cartoon by Jamie Hoile
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Long story – but a bank 

account was accessed despite 

no passwords being given; 

the limit was exceeded and 

$9,000 was removed. As 

the mobile was turned off, 

the SMS sent by the bank 

for verification of the limit 

change and the new payee 

was not confirmed.

The bank’s motto: ‘our site 

and your transactions are 

secure’… hmmm, it doesn’t 

feel like that!

Reporting the scam/fraud 

to our bank as requested 

when the mobile was turned 

back on when ‘suspicious 

activity has been noted’. It 

took 39 very anxious minutes 

of waiting on hold before the 

call was answered!

Big breath.

We were contacted by a 

staff member who kept me 

on the phone for nearly an 

hour talking over and through 

me in legalese despite me 

telling her that it wasn’t a 

good time and asking for a 

call back. A few days later, 

another call from a head of 

department and although 

he stated that the bank was 

not responsible for the scam/ 

fraud, he was offering us a 

‘compassionate payment’ of 

half of the funds lost. We have 

accepted this.

Alternatively we can go 

down the rabbit hole of 

attempting to recover the 

total through a lengthy and 

stressful process with a ques-

tionable outcome.

So, I have been 

encouraged to write this 

to alert others to this very 

sophisticated and convincing 

activity and urge you to 

be extra careful and if you 

receive calls from Telstra/ 

NBN – ask if you can call 

them back but don’t take 

the calls and never  let them 

into your devices. Despite 

having the laptop thoroughly 

‘cleaned’ we still feel very 

vulnerable and that security 

mentioned above feels like a 

hollow promise!

Name withheld

Common sense?
It’s good to see some sense 

emanating from the Station 

Street bunker with Byron 

Shire Council’s removal of 

the flood-prone land in the 

Ann Street and New City Road 

areas from the Residential 

Strategy 2041.  

There are however at least 

six other, smaller, areas in 

that strategy that are wholly 

or largely flood-prone, and 

development of these areas 

raises the same issues of 

the impact of filling on sur-

rounding areas and the risk 

of flooding to houses built to 

Council’s too-low flood plan-

ning levels.   

I am hearing that Council 

may be coming around to the 

idea of banning fill in these 

areas and requiring houses 

to be built on stumps. This 

removes the risk of fill raising 

flood levels on adjacent 

properties and because 

it costs little to build, say 

0.5m higher than Council’s 

minimum floor level, builders 

will be encouraged to build 

higher and save these houses 

from possible, or probable, 

future floods.

To me it makes no sense 

to build on the floodplain, 

but at least houses built 

on stumps can be raised in 

the future, if or when that 

becomes desirable.

Matthew Lambourne  

Mullumbimby

Lyon a drain?
Me thinks Mullumbimby 

residents might prefer to 

cast off Michael Lyon’s 

mayoral mantle, along with 

his blind eye for viewing 

existing houses’ drainage, 

rather than our palms and 

lorikeets. He has done very 

little to deal with the town’s 

long-neglected drainage 

issues, apart from advocating 

the filling of the floodplains 

where the pods are; where 

he wishes to do further 

development against new 

state policy.

 Of course we need 

housing, but is his ‘highrise 

in floodplains’ model at all 

suited to this time and place?

His insensitivity and 

inability to consider those in 

existing housing is plain for 

all town residents to see.

Our palm fronds are a lot 

less messy than Michael’s 

guise of solving the housing 

problem, whilst averting 

his fixed gaze from existing 

residents’ need for security of 

tenure going forward.

The removal of the Byron 

Shire Access Committee 

– being replaced by one 

person – speaks volumes 

regarding the diversity of 

voices being heard.

The inappropriate 

adoption of the privacy 

policy to obfuscate the 

issues and blindside 

residents in his push 

to develop our town is 

evident for all to see. And 

we vote, Michael, not your 

future hordes trampling a 

once-beautiful town into 

the ground.

Oh hark, I hear the 

lorikeets calling – like the 

elderly, the palms, the 

disabled, the young mums 

ladened with prams toddlers 

and shopping – who are all to 

be banished from town under 

Michael’s ‘who doesn’t like 

a tree?’ policy coming to a 

town whose functionality 

and beauty will be ignored. 

Vicki Barton

Mullumbimby

Personal tech support for bamboozled bipeds

0431 122 057
�

1/53 Tamar St, Ballina
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SHOWROOM
NOW OPEN

INFRARED-SAUNA.COM.AU
Proudly locally owned and operated.

Speak to one of our sauna experts

02 9000 1975

MON — SAT  |  9 - 5
SUN  |  10 - 3

EASTER WEEKEND HOURS 
SAT  |  9 - 5
SUN  |  10 - 3 
Closed Good Friday & Easter Monday.

2 / 78 Rajah Road, Ocean Shores Shopping Centre
(Behind the Medical Centre & Ocean Shores Tavern.)

EXCLUSIVE
BYRON SHIRE

LOCAL’S DISCOUNT

5%
OFF ALL SAUNAS

INFRARED SAUNAS

▶ Continued from page 9

Letters

▶ More letters on page 12
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David Lowe

T he ancient idea of democracy is under 

threat around the world. Today, there 

are only 63 democracies compared to 

74 autocracies, and many of these democra-

cies are highly problematic.

Russia has just had another fake election 

on behalf of Vladimir Putin, China doesn’t 

have open elections at all, and India’s 

democracy is looking increasingly strained. 

Elsewhere, things have got worse since the 

Covid pandemic, which simultaneously 

demonstrated the need for some kind of 

central authority to help people at times of 

national crisis, while also demonstrating the 

vulnerability of democratic governments.

In the US, there’s the real prospect of an 

authoritarian-leaning charlatan returning 

to the White House, and populists with little 

regard for democratic principles are on the 

rise across Europe and Africa.

The conundrum is that while things are 

clearly better for citizens – in ways that can 

be measured – in more democratic societies, 

such as across Scandinavia, strongmen 

with fascist tendencies (and scapegoats to 

blame), look increasingly attractive when 

things go bad. War, climate catastrophe and 

other intractable problems are a boon to 

these political actors. Once anti-democratic 

forces are entrenched, it becomes increas-

ingly difficult to remove them.

In Germany, where people have a par-

ticular interest in this problem, something 

called the Bertelsmann Stiftung Transforma-

tion Index has been published for the last 

20 years, analysing the health of global 

democracy in great detail. The index points 

to signs of optimism in places like Brazil 

and Poland, where authoritarians have 

been pushed on to the back foot recently, 

but numerous other countries, such as 

Bangladesh, Mozambique and Türkiye, are 

heading in the opposite direction, along 

with Germany itself.

When social cohesion collapses, and com-

promise becomes impossible, democracy 

cannot flourish. The index authors point 

out that democracy is not a self-sustaining 

idea – it has to be protected and nourished. 

Public participation, trust, rule of law, and a 

well-informed populace are all vital (journal-

ists must be able to do their work).

Democracy’s health also depends on big 

money not being allowed to corrupt the 

system. The example of the US shows how 

easily democracy can become oligarchy.

Money, misinformation, fear, stupidity and 

ignorance threaten democracy’s existence, 

which is why these things need to be care-

fully watched, and called out.

Aussie democracy
In Australia we’re lucky enough to live 

in one of the most long-running and stable 

liberal democracies, along with Switzer-

land, but that doesn’t mean we can be 

complacent.

Secret, compulsory voting for all adults is 

the bedrock of our system, administered by 

an independent electoral commission, but 

democracy is facing challenges here from 

multiple directions, including unscrupulous 

politicians and a rapidly changing media 

landscape.

Peter Dutton’s shameful attack on the 

electoral commission last year, and use 

of misinformation on a range of issues, is 

beginning to look less like a blip than a 

deliberate strategy as far as the Liberal Party 

is concerned.

Down in Tasmania on the weekend, Lib-

eral leader Jeremy Rockliff stood up in front 

of the cameras and declared he’d won the 

election, when in fact he had failed to gain a 

majority of seats and suffered a 12 per cent 

swing against him. The party with the biggest 

positive swing was actually the Greens. It’s 

yet to be seen what type of minority govern-

ment will be running the state.

Tasmania’s Hare-Clark electoral system 

means that unlike most places in Australia 

(at least in lower houses), the politicians 

who end up sitting in the state parliament 

correspond fairly accurately to the choices of 

the electors, rather than having their votes 

diverted in various undemocratic ways.

Hooray for democracy!

Read David Lowe every Monday in The 
Echo online: www.echo.net.au.

ballinarsl.com.au
P. 02 6681 9500

ballinarsl

FRIDAY 26 APRIL
Doors 7.30PM Show 8PM

The Auditorium 
18+ FREE EVENT

Articles

Democracy on the ropes?

Democracy in peril. 

Images  Cloudcatcher Media
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Tyagarah again
I understand that nudists 

don’t want to lose their space 

at Tyagarah, but no-one can 

control the inappropriate 

behaviour that comes with it.

At Tyagarah, illegal and 

sexually suggestive and 

intimidating events happen 

regularly and are massively 

under-reported.

At Tyagarah someone 

coming out of the water with 

an erection and timing it 

perfectly to meet a passerby, 

or a man virtually standing on 

a woman’s towel when she 

comes out of the water on 

such a big beach, or opening 

his legs while trying to make 

suggestive eye contact are 

not things the police would 

usually warrant as necessary 

to react to. Why is this kind 

of behaviour somewhat 

acceptable at Tyagarah 

when totally unacceptable 

everywhere else?

Most times the ‘victim’ just 

moves on and doesn’t call 

the police. If they are called 

and if they do attend then the 

chance that they can identify 

anyone and gather evidence 

to charge someone is highly 

unlikely. If there is no charge 

laid then no record of the call 

to police is kept. No statistics 

from all those events.

There were also no 

statistics at Tyagarah leading 

up to the rape in 2017 that 

was directly caused by the 

presence of the clothing-

optional area. At that time it 

was virtually impossible for 

a woman to attend Tyagarah 

Beach without some form of 

harassment. Post Covid and 

Queensland border reopening 

we are headed back that way.

There is no prude on the 

hill wanting to close the 

clothing-optional area. What 

there is a committed com-

munity working to restore 

safety in their area. Looks like 

a pretty big cause to me.

And Duncan, this is a 

grassroots campaign. The 

developers are a figment of 

your imagination. 

Gyan Moyes

Tyagarah

Fat bikes
It’s time to stop calling those 

fat two-wheeled bikes, 

e-bikes. They are electric 

motorbikes. If they have an 

accelerator they are illegal. If 

they are on footpaths driven 

by anyone over 12 years 

old they are illegal. If they 

exceed the NSW electric-bike 

speed limit of 25 kph they are 

illegal. Children who may not 

know road rules or the law 

drive these heavy machines 

without helmets, at speed. 

I have a legal electric bike 

and these ‘fat bikes’ pass me 

swiftly on bike paths when 

I am at my full speed of 25 

kph. Fat bikes are a problem 

everywhere. The drivers 

are not licensed. Nothing is 

insured. The bikes are not 

registered. If you are the 

victim of a hit and run, you 

may have no way of knowing 

who did it. If you are hurt or 

suffer damages from a fat 

bike accident, you have to 

sue somebody. 

I feel like shouting at the 

fat-bike drivers to get off 

the footpaths. Signs stating 

‘No bikes on footpaths’ and 

‘Speed limit 25 kph’ on bike 

paths would help. 

Raphael Lee Cass

Byron

Simply the best
I was thrilled to see The 
Echo’s article last week 

'Meet the food rescue 

heroes'. These unsung 

heroes are the lifeline for 

so many people. We are so 

often reminded how the 

mega-rich are spending up 

big on property acquisi-

tions that have changed 

the lives for so many of the 

local community.

Life has become a tragic 

struggle where people now 

can’t afford to rent, and even 

more alarmingly can’t afford 

to eat.

The Liberation Larder 

volunteers give so much 

more than food – they 

welcome and offer a place to 

gather together and share.

www.echo.net.au/family

Magazine out now!

View online

Articles / Letters

 ▶ Continued on page 14

Spencer White

Colony Bees, based in 

Mullumbimby, are 

pleased to advise that 

a native nest of the Apidae 

family has made home inside 

the hollow of an old growth 

tree on Bundjalung Country.

A queen and her maidens 

are now self sustaining, 

living among a broader 

ecological community of 

pollinators, in the Byron 

Shire of Northern Rivers.

Increased swarms
Since the establishment 

of the Community Bee Sanc-

tuary, records of swarming 

in the area have increased, 

showing signs of an 

improved genetic resilience 

through natural reproduc-

tion. Research is continuing, 

to explore this area and 

find ways to protect these 

species and their habitat for 

future generations.

This symbiosis 

between plant and animal 

shows such a wonderful 

coexistence in nature 

and is depicted in art for 

thousands of years. It is well 

and truly alive in culture 

today with conservationists 

implementing re-wilding 

strategies across nations in 

service of the bee.

Observations of a fellow 

bee guardian noted ‘their 

bodies are darker in colour 

and show similar morpho-

logical characteristics to the 

black bee’.

It is excellent to see such 

a healthy ecosystem of 

pollinators including apis, 

sugarbag and amegilla blue 

banded bees contributing to 

the vitality and longevity of 

plant life, and to the cultiva-

tion of food for birds and 

other animals.

New ways to 
observe bees

Citizen science monitor-

ing is now also using sound 

as a medium to observe 

certain frequencies within 

the hive ranging from 7.83 

Hz to 888 Hz as an indicator 

of activity and health. The 

frequency of these nests 

creates a mellifluous hum 

which is potentially due to 

the free form comb building 

structure created within.

 Colony Bees is a local 

environmental charity, and 

partner organisation with 

Mullum SEED. They focus on 

native pollinator health and 

ecosystem restoration. 

Queen at home on Country

Bee colony on Bundjalung Country. Photos Jeremy Perez
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The refreshed Residential 

Strategy, as it applies to 

Mullumbimby and Brun-

swick Heads, is said to be 

‘informed’ by infrastructure 

capacity. The word ‘inform’ 

means to ‘tell’. 

Based on some of the 

latest inflow data to the 

Brunswick Valley Sewage 

Treatment Plant (BVSTP) I 

would ‘inform’ Byron Shire 

Council that we are headed 

for a Clause 45 Sewerage 

Moratorium. We have design 

capacity and collection 

system problems and this is 

before any consideration of 

new dwellings in the catch-

ment over the next 20 years. 

Clause 45 would stop any 

further development that 

would add to the load on the 

BVSTP. There are substantive 

reasons justifying this action.

Under the October ’23 

exhibited Draft Housing 

Options Paper (HOP), Mul-

lumbimby is to take up 1,632 

and Brunswick Heads 1,990 

new dwellings.

It took 13 years to get 

the current BVSTP up and 

running. It was designed 

for 3,800kL/day and com-

missioned in April 2011 at a 

cost of over $20m. It has an 

Average Dry Weather Flow of 

1,300kL/day and is currently 

running at close to 2,000kL/

day. This is without those 

already approved DAs in the 

catchment coming on line.

Between 15 and 18 Janu-

ary, 2024, during a rainfall 

event, BVSTP was exceeding 

its design capacity by up to 

3.99 times. Such events are 

not uncommon.

Byron Council staff also 

want to bring raw sewage 

from the Ocean Shores STP 

over to BVSTP.  Based on the 

January inflow figures, this 

would mean the existing 

design capacity at BVSTP 

would be exceeded by up to 

6.04 times.

As stated in the HOP docu-

ment, ‘In July 2023, Council 

completed an infrastructure 

capacity review for Mul-

lumbimby and Brunswick 

Heads to assess the water 

and sewer infrastructure 

required to support future 

housing supply.’ The audit 

concluded that other than for 

some minor augmentation 

and connection works in 

Mullumbimby to the existing 

water and sewer network, 

the infrastructure could 

accommodate the projected 

residential growth! 

What is missing, deliber-

ately or otherwise, in that 

document is reference to the 

actual STP and its design 

capacity to accommodate an 

additional 3,622 new dwell-

ings! This figure excludes 

bringing raw sewage from 

Ocean Shores/New Brighton/

South Golden Beach’s 2,205 

dwellings and its HOP-

projected 628 new houses!

If the federal and state 

governments are determined 

to push the political agenda 

of a ‘housing crisis’ then they 

are going to have to start 

funding the building of a new 

STP. The time lag involved 

demands this be done before 

there is any turning of any 

sod for new housing in the 

catchment. This infrastruc-

ture is directly related to 

public health and the health 

of the Brunswick River as the 

receiving environment!

Patricia Warren

Brunswick Heads

I am aware that people 

are concerned about the 

quality of the water in the 

Brunswick River.

One of the contributing 

factors is the E. coli coming 

from the Ocean Shores 

Sewage Treatment Plant 

(OSSTP). The plant has been 

exceeding its EPA licence. The 

reasons for this are:

(i) the operation process 

at OSSTP includes what is 

called a ‘serpentine chan-

nel’. This was designed and 

constructed in the 1980s to 

extend tertiary treatment of 

the effluent leaving the plant 

by lengthening its exposure to 

sunlight before it entered the 

river. This date is significant 

for what has happened since.

(ii) Byron Shire Council’s 

staff has labelled the serpen-

tine channel as a ‘wetland’. 

This was never designed as a 

wetland!

(iii) The serpentine 

channel for years has been 

generating E. coli and patho-

gens within itself. This is 

completely separate from the 

quality of the effluent leaving 

what is called the ultraviolet 

disinfection plant (UV plant). 

(iv) In 1995 OSSTP was 

augmented. A new plant was 

constructed inclusive of a 

mechanical UV disinfection 

plant at the end of the tertiary 

process. This allowed effluent 

to pass through the UV plant 

and removed organic con-

taminants before it entered 

the Brunswick River.

(v) In 2003 testing of 

effluent leaving the UV plant 

showed nil E. coli. But test-

ing of effluent leaving the 

serpentine channel exceeded 

the EPA E. coli licence. It 

was suggested at the time 

the serpentine channel 

should be removed from the 

process. It wasn’t and the 

channel has been left as part 

of the tertiary treatment after 

effluent had passed through 

the UV plant.

(vi) In 2018 members of 

the Water and Sewer Com-

mittee were made aware 

the UV plant had to be taken 

offline because of its con-

tamination by basically green 

slime and organic matter. It 

has to be chlorinated.

(vii) In the same year the 

committee was shown a 

diagram of effluent leaving 

the serpentine channel being 

recycled by two submersible 

pumps to pass through the 

UV plant again! This made 

no sense because organic 

matter would be picked up 

by these pumps and returned 

to the UV plant. This would 

adversely affect the ability 

of the plant to disinfect the 

effluent. 

(viii) Council’s Water and 

Sewer agenda for 21.3.24 

has stated that OSSTP has 

exceeded its E. coli licence 

through January, February 

and March! Operational staff 

have been involved in clean-

ing the UV plant of organic 

matter growing inside. It 

also states they have been 

involved in cleaning the 

‘wetland’ channel.  

(viv) Council will not let go 

of the term ‘wetland.’ In 2018 

David Pont was invited to 

attend the Water, Waste and 

Sewer Advisory Committee 

meeting. He was introduced 

as the foremost authority on 

wetlands in NSW. The current 

Director of Infrastructure was 

present when Mr Pont was 

asked to confirm there was a 

wetland at OSSTP.  Mr Pont 

responded there is no wet-

land at OSSTP but there was 

a serpentine channel. The 

former mayor asked, ‘could 

it be made into a wetland?’ 

to which Mr Pont responded, 

‘you could never make this 

into a wetland’.

It is incomprehensible why 

Byron Council continues to 

allow what has been proven 

to be contaminated effluent 

to leave the serpentine chan-

nel and enter the Brunswick 

River! The most sensible 

action to take would be to cut 

the serpentine channel off 

and allow the effluent leaving 

the UV plant to discharge 

directly into the river. 

Alan Dickens

Ballina

FOR THE LOVE OF COTTON
LOCALLY DESIGNED FASHION

14 The Terrace, Brunswick Heads
www.mahashe.com | @mahasheclothing

Three interwoven narratives depict the lost 

gospel of Mary Magdalen, the destruction of 

the ancient world’s greatest library and the find 

at a modern archeological site that the Curia is 

desperate to keep secret. The link between David 

Lovejoy’s stories is the young woman Hypatia, 

who gets dangerously involved in the church 

politics of fourth century Alexandria.

ON SALE AT THE MULLUM ECHO OFFICE $12

Also available SF story Yellowstone Butterfly $13
Gods and Heroes Greek myths revisited $10

Hypatia’s Legacy

Byron Shire’s go-to Mac Support Service!
*Batteries 
*Upgrades
*System maintenance

Call Dave:
0418 408 569

www.mrmacintosh.com.au

byrondogrescue.org  •  Ph 0447 927 600

Op Shop
Cnr Tweed St & Booyun St

Brunswick Heads 
Next to IGA Supermarket

Mon to Fri 10am–4pm
Sat 10am–1pm

FILL A BAG FOR $5
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Letters

It’s a massive amount of 

organising, collecting the 
donated food from so many 
wonderful organisations, 

which in turn shows our 

wider community does care. 
The Liberation Larder is a 

beacon of light in the endless 

struggle for so many. To the 

volunteers you are ‘simply 
the best’.

Rhonda Ansiewicz

Federal

Logical symbiosis?
Ecosystems 101: Species func-

tion symbiotically.
Removing non-native 

palms that feed native birds 
is counterintuitive.

Like removing and 

demolishing houses to create 
more homes.

As Byron Shire Council 

logic dictates, removing 

Council’s ability to make 

decisions will create better 

decisions for Byron Shire.

Kate Anderson 

Mullumbimby 

Call to prayer
What bird will invade if the 

palms are removed? Ter-

ritorial vicious Noisy Miners. 

We will lose our evening 

‘call to prayer’, and Mullum 

will become like every town 

between Bondi and Brisbane, 

ruled by territorial yellow-

eyed birds that steal from 

tables of street diners. 

The Burringbar Street 

Draft Design Concept aims 

to improve climate resilience 

and biodiversity in the street. 

To support this, the draft 

design proposes to replace 

the existing native Bangalow 

palm trees with native 

shade trees.

Do you agree with this?

Absolutely not: The 

character of Mullum, our bird 

biodiversity will be totally 

destroyed if the native palms 

of Burringbar Street are 

removed. Burringbar Street 

will never again see, or hear 

the amazing biodiversity that 

is our own lorikeets. 

Our town is special 

because every evening a 

giant flock of birds gathers in 

the palms, it is a cacophony, 

a fecund gathering place 

of Mother Nature’s energy, 

retiring for the night. Mullum 

has resident birds that return 

every day of the year, no 

matter what weather. It is 

chatter, it is vocalisation, it 

is community. This feeling 

pervades to people as well – 

whether visitor or local, this 

call to evening wind-down, 

is like our distinctive call 

to prayer. 

Miners, while native to 

Australia, when gathered 

in large numbers, is not 

natural. They will not only 

pinch people’s food, they 

will destroy any other bird 

populations, aggressively 

killing other birds. Lorikeets 

are our joy – let’s not replace 

the joy with a curse. Mullum 

needs to retain its distinctive 

character.

Susan Fell

Mullumbimby

Is a development moratorium coming?

▶ Continued from page 12
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Advertisement

The federal government provides a solar discount to home 
owners and businesses in Australia that install a small scale 
renewable energy system (solar, wind or hydro) under the
Small-scale Renewable Energy Scheme (SRES) to help with
the purchase cost. Installing an eligible system allows the 
creation of Small-scale Technology Certificates (STCs). The 
number of STCs created is based on:

• The amount of renewable electricity the system produces
or the amount of electricity consumption it reduces.

• The climate region where it’s installed.

Under the package, the federal government will pay around
$400 per kilowatt towards cost of a solar system. 

This amount reduces at the end of the calendar year so 
the right time to invest in solar is now.

4.4kW Solar System
• 10 x Canadian 415W panels with a 25-year product and 25-year 

• 10 x JA 440W N-Type BiFacial Panels with a 25-year product and 30-year 
performance warranty

• 1 x GoodWe 4.2kW inverter with a 10-year premium warranty

• Cost $5,995

• Less federal government discount of $1,710

• Total cost after discount = $4,285 or $22 per week.

6.6kW Solar System
• 15 x JA 440W N-Type BiFacial Panels with a 25-year product and 

30-year warranty

• 1 x GoodWe 5kW inverter with a 10-year premium warranty

• Cost $9,300

• Less federal government discount of $2,774

• Total cost after discount = $6,526 or $33 per week.

8.8kW Solar System
• 20 x JA 440W N-Type BiFacial Panels with a 25-year product and 

30-year warranty

• 1 x GoodWe 8.5kW inverter with a 10-year premium warranty

• Cost $12,454

• Less federal government discount of $3,648

• Total cost after discount  = $8,806 or $45 per week.

The above prices include supply, installation (standard installation on a tin roof)
and GST. The federal government discount is subject to change at anytime.

ProSolar has designed three great packages to help you take advantage of the federal government discount.

What does the current federal government 
solar discount mean for you?

ProSolar Australia 91 Lockton Road, Bexhill, NSW 2480

02 7912 0760   |   prosolaraustralia.com.au

Let’s break it down

Maxine and Daniel are considering a 5.81kW solar system,

supplied and installed by ProSolar for $8,170. The federal 

government discount for this system is $2,432 (at time of 

publishing). This brings their system cost down to $5,738

saving them $1,750 per year enabling them to pay back their 

investment in 3.13 years!

Alternatively the same system can be financed for $32 per 

week. This can be an attractive way to reduce your bill and put

the money you would normally pay your power company into

your very own power system in your rooftop.

ProSolar provides advice and guidance in a simple and easy way,

to ensure you select the optimal solution for your home and 

budget. This is the best opportunity Northern Rivers families

and business owners have ever had to generate our own power.

For more information, call ProSolar on 02 7912 0760 or 

0482 082 304.

Three great packages if 
you mention this ad!



6. BODY FLOW 
PHYSIOTHERAPY 

Body Flow Physiotherapy is designed for active people 
who want to move from pain to performance and joyful 
movement.
They consider the individual as a whole, focusing on the 
root cause of an issue rather than solely concentrating 

combination of dry needling, manual therapy, pilates, 
functional movements and lifestyle adjustments.
1/12 Tasman Way
0433 786 798
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4. LOYAL CRUSH

in their brand new store. Drop in and try their range of 
perfumes, pick up your favourite journal or try out their 
range of makeup and skincare.
Shop their range of completely cruelty-free beauty and 
wellness products. Open 8.30am to 4pm, Monday to 
Friday. 

02 7204 0630

5. VAMPT VINTAGE DESIGN
• Specialists in mid-century original vintage design, 

imported from Brazil, Italy, Denmark, Holland and 
beyond.

• Interior design solutions: property, commercial and 
event styling.

• Also stocking an array of vintage pots with plants to 
complement your space.

• Huge warehouse in Byron Industrial Estate, packed 
with vintage design icons from all over the World.

Byron Arts & Industry Estate

1. GO TANGO
Go Tango’s new studio is now open for business, 
offering weekly social Argentine Tango lessons at all 
levels. Beginner 4-week courses are available every 
month. Teaching is focused on ease and enjoyment.
Join the fun - get out, move, smile and feel good!

2. CIRCUS ARTS BYRON BAY
Join Circus Arts this April and learn circus in a  
supportive and non-competitive environment, the  
perfect activity for all levels!
Easter School Holidays | 2 April – 27 April
Adult classes & 6-week courses | 2 April – 11 May
Term 2 Kids & Teens | 29 April – 6 July

3. BODY LANGUAGE  
BYRON BAY

Now offering breath and ice workshops, advanced pole 
tricks and exotic choreography, weekly community 

calisthenics (male and female), and BP conditioning 
(barre, bosu, and pilates) classes. Somatic dance and 
iyengar yoga classes start soon. Mention this ad, for 1x 
free trial class!
Need space to host your workshop/shoot? Reach out 
about studio hire.
3/12 Tasman Way
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11. BYRON FAMILY LAW

established in Byron Bay. Through collaborative and 
resolution-focused practices, they support clients to 
separate more kindly and to rebuild following divorce 
or separation. They work in collaboration with local 
counsellors, conveyancers, accountants, mediators, and 
health and wellness professionals to support you and 
your family to not only survive but thrive following a 
separation.
02 6687 2774 
1 Porter Street
www.byronfamilylaw.com.au

Habitat Precinct 

12. 7–FIGURES BUSINESS 
MASTERMIND

monthly 7-Figures Business Mastermind specialising in 
e-commerce, SAAS, and online ventures. Led by a tech 
entrepreneur working with US private equity and run-
ning a 70+ employee company, receive guidance from 
fractional consultants across digital marketing, opera-

Join their community at wldm.io/mastermind
Building B1/1 Porter St

HABITAT

drink and recharge, all in one place. They’ve carefully 

expect from Byron, hassle free. 
Plus, they've got all your favourite health and wellness 
studios and good food galore.
Habitat, Byron Bay

7.  BYRON BAY CAMPING 
& DISPOSALS

old Woolies plaza site last year into their new building, 

They stock popular brands and are regularly introducing 
new products to their store.
They have parking spaces out the front exclusively for 
customers and are open seven days.
0439 212 153
1/1 Tasman Way
www.byron-camping.com.au

8. NORTH BYRON HOTEL
This mecca of incredible food, great music and a relaxed 
atmosphere perfectly captures the Byron vibe. Soak up 
the sunshine in their lush gardens with delicious cocktails 
and seasonal eats. Take home a tipple from North Byron 
Liquor Merchants, the best boutique bottle shop in the 
region. Try locally sourced spirits, craft beers and hand-
selected wines at their weekly tastings!
02 6685 6500
61 Baysore Drive
www.northbyronhotel.com.au

9. THE SECRET BYRON BAY 
Aesthetic Nurse and owner of Byron Bay's new 'chic' 
skin clinic, Gina has been treating the Byron community 

minimalist aesthetics', choosing micro dosing for 
reducing the appearance of wrinkles and increasing 
volume loss with the latest regenerative treatments. 
This approach ensures patient safety and promotes a 
natural looking skin enhancement.

0458 628 555
Suite 24 / 5 Easy Street
@thesecretbyronbay_ 

10. ASTRID DISPENSARY 
AND CLINIC

and clinic pioneering in cannabinoid medicines, plant 

medicines and book your free consultation. 
Monday–Friday: 9am-5pm
02 7908 4459 
Suites 57-58/1 Porter St 
@astrid.health 
www.astrid.health

Habitat Precinct

Habitat is a cleverly designed 
village in Byron Bay, where you 
can live, work and play, all in 
one place.
Over 20 years in the making, 
Habitat combines the best of 
old-school Byron (community, 
creativity, respect for the 
environment) with the latest in 
design and thinking (renewable 
energy, car sharing, hybrid live + 
work spaces) along with plenty 
of good times (bars, cafes, 

little oasis within one of the 
most beautiful places on Earth.
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Eateries Guide
Good Taste

MULLUMBIMBY

The seasonal menu features classic and 
modern dishes with innovative twists. 

Find something for all tastes, from epic burgers 
to vegan delights. Enjoy delectable treats and 

good vibes at this Mullum icon. 

The Empire
20 Burringbar St, Mullum
6684 2306
Open for brunch and lunch,
seven days 8am–3pm

FB/Insta: EmpireMullum
empiremullum.com.au

BANGALOW

Stone baked sourdough, hand rolled pastries, 
small batch pies, house made cakes.

Your local artisan bakery, specialising in all things 
sourdough. Serving Old Quarter coffee along with 

freshly made sandwiches using our own sourdough 
bread, hand rolled pastries, award winning pies and 

a variety of house made cakes.

Bangalow Bread Co.
12 Byron St, 
Bangalow

6am–3pm weekdays.
7am–2pm weekends.

6687 1209
www.bangalowbread.co
info@bangalowbread.co

BANGALOW BREAD CO.

LENNOX HEAD

Views, Brews, Cocktails, Beats, and Eats!

Live Music Friday, Saturday, Sunday.

Bookings essential.

Head to lennoxpizza.com

Follow on Insta: @lennoxpizza

Lennox Head
Pizza & Pasta
4/74 Ballina St, Lennox Head

Open 7 days
Lunch: 12–2pm
Pizza & drinks only: 2–5pm
Dinner from 5pm

BYRON BAY

MURWILLUMBAH

A hinterland ‘destination dining’ favourite with 
spectacular views, first or last stop on the Rail Trail

from M’bah station.

Modern cafe / bistro fare featuring regional produce 
with a cheeky Asian twist.

Excellent coffee, fresh artisan pastries and a full a la carte 
brunch and lunch menu accompanied by a natural wine 

list, cocktails and house made soft refreshments. 

Apex Dining
Fully Licensed Café
Brunch + Lunch
Weddings + Events

Wednesday–Sunday from 9am

Bookings recommended.
ww.apexdining.com.au
@apexdining

APEX DINING
T W E E D  R E G I O N A L  G A L L E R Y

North Byron Hotel
61 Bayshore Drive, Byron Bay

6685 6500
Open:
11am Mon–Fri & 8am Sat–Sun
Kitchen hours: 11:30am–late daily
Breakfast: 8am–11am Sat & Sun

www.northbyronhotel.com.au.

Step away from the centre of town and into a 
shimmering oasis away from crowds.

A tucked away treasure,
the North Byron Hotel is a thriving mecca

of good food, great music, laughter and the 
‘chilled Byron Bay vibes’.

Eat Drink Discover

Signature cocktails, and casual dining 
with ocean views. 

Happy Hour | Every day from 4–6pm.
$8 loft wine or lager, $10 spritzer,

$14 margaritas & $30 house wine bottle
Half price deli board & $2.50 fresh oysters

Espresso Martini Nights | Every day 9pm–close,
2 for $25 Classic Espresso Martini.

Open 7 days from 4pm. Sat lunches from Noon.

Loft Byron Bay
4 Jonson Street, 
Byron Bay

6680 9183

Book online: 
www.loftbyronbay.com.au

All your favourites, every lunch and dinner. 
Experienced Thai chefs cooking fresh, delicious 

Thai food for you. 

BYO only.

Welcome for lunch, dinner and takeaway.

Menus available on Facebook.

Success Thai
Open Lunch Wed–Fri 
12–2.30pm.
Dinner Mon–Sat 5–8pm. 
Closed Sunday
3/31 Lawson St, Byron Bay 
www.facebook.com/
pages/Success-Thai-
Food/237359826303469

Open for takeaway daily, 12 midday until dinner. 

Menu and more details

@mainstreet_burgerbar

‘Make a meal of it’
Add chips and a drink, just $5.

Main Street
Open for takeaway daily, 
12 midday until dinner.

Menu, more details –
@mainstreet_burgerbar

18 Jonson Street

6680 8832

Happy Hour 6pm–8pm
$6 Beers & $7 Wines

$12 selected cocktails

Live Music Thursdays & Latin Night Sundays
Open for dinner Wed–Sun

The Rocks
Brunch 6.30am–1pm

Dinner 5pm–10pm 

14–16 Lawson St, 
5642 0149 

therocksbyronbay.com.au
@therocksbyronbay

Crystals and cocktails, tapas and wine
In the heart of Byron Bay this crystal gallery is a 

stunning visual experience and a taste sensation 
not to be missed. Sit amongst magnificent crystals 

from all over the world while sipping on crystal 
infused cocktails. We also offer delicious vegan 

tapas by No Bones, an eclectic wine list, an event 
space, and a view of the Byron Bay lighthouse.

QUARTZ GALLERY
Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
12pm–10pm
Upstairs at Mercato, above  
Woolworths, 108–114 
Jonson St. Byron Bay
Insta – @thequartzgallery
Web – quartzgallery.com.au

QUARTZ GALLERY

CATERING

lizzijjackson@gmail.com

0414 895 441

GLUTEN FREE AND SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS CATERED FOR.

Celebrations 
Cakes by 
Liz JacksonCELEBRATIONSCELEBRATIONS  

BY LIZ JACKSONBY LIZ JACKSON

KARKALLA 
Byron Bay
Native Indigenous Restaurant 

Cnr of Bay Lane & Fletcher St, 
Byron Bay

Book online at 
www.karkalla.com.au

KARKALLA BYRON BAY
Ancient food and modern flavours.

PROUDLY BUNDJALUNG

DINNER Mon, Thur, Fri, Sat | 5pm-late
Sunset Sessions from 4pm

BREAKFAST Sat & Sun | 8am-12pm
Sunrise Sessions from 10am

SUNDAY live & local music 

Caper Byron Bay Food & Culture Festival
Caper Byron Bay Food & 

Culture Festival returns 

to Byron Bay in May, 

and this year ‘locals 

favourite’ pub North 

Byron Hotel will be its 

‘official watering hole’ 

and presenting partner. 

With a line-up curated 

by celebrated chef 

Louis Tikaram – a local 

who’s worked around 

the world with industry 

heavyweights – this 

10-day event (17-26 May 

2024), spanning two 

weekends, honours 

the amazing produce, 

restaurants, arts and 

wellness community, 

and counterculture of 

the Northern Rivers.

Key chefs and 
restaurants involved
Dave Moyle from Salty Mangrove (inaugural 

festival organiser), Darren Robertson from 

Three Blue Ducks, Jason Saxby from Raes on 

Wategos, Ben Devlin from Pipet, Matt Stone 

from You Beauty, Mindy Woods from Karkalla, 

Karl and Katrina Kanetani from Beach Byron 

Bay, Pepsi Nakbunchuay from Bang Bang, 

Robbie Oijvall from Lightyears, and Marcello 

Polifrone from Harvest.

For everyone
As the official watering hole for the festival, 

North Byron Hotel is the perfect venue to 

kick off the festivities or unwind after a day 

of indulgence. The pub’s daily activities, 

from live music 

performances to 

cooking demonstra-

tions, kids’ pony rides 

with Zephyr Horses, 

and cheese and wine 

tastings, ensure 

there’s something for 

everyone. All Caper 

Festival ticket holders 

will receive a compli-

mentary drink coupon 

with every purchase 

too.

Highlight of the 
festival
The ‘We Like to 

Tiki’ official closing 

party at North Byron 

Hotel might well be 

a highlight, where 

Louis Tikaram, Jake 

Kellie (Arke, Adelaide), Ross Magnaye (Serai, 

Melbourne), and Jedd Rifai (North Byron 

Hotel) will delight guests with Pacific snacks 

cooked over an open fire, paired with refresh-

ing drinks. Attendees are encouraged to dress 

loud and dance the night away to live music 

and DJs with the closing after-party kicking 

on late.

Caper Byron Bay Food & Culture Festival 

welcomes all who love Byron, from locals to 

those travelling through – this is a chance to 

unite at an annual event which pays a toast 

to the unique Rainbow Region. 

Don’t miss your chance to be a part of this 

culinary adventure. For ticket purchases visit 

capebyronbay.com and the festival’s Insta @

caperbyronbay.

Louis and Jedd (licensee of North Byron Hotel) 
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Launched to market in July 

2022, Hiatus Beers is all about 

brewing crisp, refreshing, 

full-flavoured, non-alcoholic 

beer.  The founders (Jules 

Ryan, Nic Sandery and Nick 

Detmold) have been in the 

alcoholic drinks industry for 

20 years and with age, health 

and young families all had 

become interested in the ‘no 

and low’ space, more from 

a perspective of managing 

alcohol consumption versus 

removing it completely. Jules 

and Nick shared the view 

there was room in the market 

for a premium dedicated 

non-alcohol beer brand and 

Nic was already making some 

fantastic non-alcoholic beers 

at his brewery Molly Rose in 

Melbourne. Jules had previ-

ously worked with both Nick 

and Nic and was the common 

link and from the initial 

catch-up it was clear the three 

were a great fit of skills and 

experience and they all saw 

the same opportunity. 

Who are Hiatus 
Beers for?
Hiatus Beers are for anyone 

who is looking to take 

a break from alcohol. It 

was incredibly important 

to Jules, Nic and Nick to 

develop a brand and beer 

that was inclusive and that 

everyone could enjoy, beer 

drinkers and non-beer 

drinkers. At the same time 

the founders, long time 

beer industry participants, 

wanted to create a beer 

they could enjoy if ther were 

having a day or week off 

alcohol, or as a ‘spacer’ drink

 before wine or beer to avoid 

layering alcohol on alcohol.

Enjoy a Hiatus
So if you are thinking about 

taking a break for a day, a 

week, a month or just the 

next round, check out our 

first release Non-Alcoholic 

Pacific Ale (NAPA) with all 

the classic tropical aromas 

and flavours and a hint of 

balancing bitteness.

Sales and partnership 

enquiries Contact Jules Ryan

M : 0421 510 559

E : jules@hiatusbeers.com

INSTA : @drinkhiatusbeers 

WEB : www.hiatusbeers.com

The 

Good Life

Family Friendly Dining
Gurkhas on Dalley is open 7 days lunch and 

lunch and dinner specials.
58 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby
6684 2533
www.mullumexservices.com.au

Open 6am – 12pm
Monday – Saturday

Shop 6/108 Stuart Street
Mullumbimby.

ALLPRESS ESPRESSSO

C O F F E E  S H O P

Superbowls
Superbowls is your go-to spot 

for a burst of woodfired flavour! 

Nestled in Byron Arts and 

Industry Estate, the cosy haven 

serves up delectable bowls 

and smoothies crafted 

with locally sourced 

ingredients. Dive 

into a healthy, 

seasonal menu 

that’s sure to nourish 

both body and soul. 

More than just a food 

destination, Superbowls is a 

community hub dedicated to 

supporting local farmers. Every 

woodfire-cooked dish is a nod 

to the hardworking growers 

and producers in our region. 

In a rush? No worries! Order 

online and savour the 

Superbowls experience 

from the comfort of your 

home or office. 

Embark on a unique 

culinary adventure!

Open Monday to Friday, 

8:00am to 2:30pm

1/6 Tasman Way, Byron Bay

www.superbowls.com.au

@superbowls_byronbay

Breakfeast, Bluesfest weekend
Victoria Cosford

Oh to be a cow with a 

four-chambered stomach 

system! Farmers’ market, 

Bluesfest long weekend, a 

spot of shopping for glorious 

Northern Rivers produce – 

but you’ll want breakfast, or 

snacks, to fortify you for the 

big days and nights ahead. 

Except: all those options!

About a third of the 

Mullum Farmers Market 

could be nicknamed ‘Eat 

Street’, such is the plethora 

of food outlets.  At Yummify, 

fiery-haired Arianne has a 

showcase of fabulous vegan 

treats like risotto balls, 

quinoa-based poke bowls, 

and passionfruit slabs. Then 

there’s spicy, sticky delicious-

ness at Indonesian Kitchen: 

skewers and spring rolls and 

fried rice, samosas and noo-

dles. River Café alumni Rob 

and Michelle from Nomadic 

Kitchen are back with their 

glorious country-style 

Italian-accented breakfasts 

(those omelettes!) and cakes.

Then there’s Radiance 

Kitchen with their divine 

gluten-free dumplings hand-

made in rainbow colours, 

their potstickers and stuffed 

sticky rice cones – or, if 

you’re feeling French, Peace 

Love & Crepes for a sweet or 

savoury crepe, gluten-free 

batter and bulging with 

spinach and cheese, pesto 

and olives, or salted butter 

caramel.

Want something snacky, 

or to bear away with you as 

picnic ideas once you’re out at 

the grounds, rug unfurled, a 

pause between musical acts? 

Both Cheeses Loves You and 

Nimbin Valley Dairy offer loads 

of beautiful local cheeses, 

though you’ll need Scratch 

Patisserie or Crabbes Creek 

Woodfired bread to go along-

side, plus Grumpy Grandma’s 

olives and dips courtesy of 

Spice Palace or Baraka. Oh, 

and Bay Smokehouse rillettes 

and Church Farm pickles… 

plus a Matcha Byron muffin 

or a Sourdough Doughnut 

– check out the Hot Cross 

Donuts! – just to nibble on.

Too many choices, 

only one stomach. Happy 

Bluesfest!

Yummify, Nomadic Kitchen, 

Indonesian Kitchen, Radiance 

Kitchen, Peace Love & Crepes, 

Cheeses loves You, Nimbin 

Valley Dairy, Crabbes Creek 

Woodfired, Scratch Patisserie, 

Grumpy Grandma’s, Spice 

Palace, Baraka, Church Farm, 

Bay Smokehouse, Matcha 

Byron and Sourdough Dough-

nuts are at Mullumbimby 

Farmers Market every Friday 

from 7 to 11am.

Hiatus Beers
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Last week’s solution #535

Cryptic Clues 
ACROSS
1. Savoury snack for sleuth – thanks, a 

bag (4,6)

6.  Horrible vile sin (4)

10. Communications giant called bank 
employee left extremist (7)

11. Make a mistake with notices 
covering jobs (7)

12. Eastern Australian turns back for 
painful callus – a cob! (3,2,4)

13. Ocean returns to engulf ship of 
fools (5)

14. Alarm – god in charge! (5)

15. Lofty arrangement – a big ask (4,5)

17. Last word – it’s over, that’s the 
answer for conveniences (9)

20. Provide income – but fi nish with a 
cry of pain! (5)

21. Find equivalent contest (5)

23. A cat slain brutally – fi endish! (9)

25. Nana, a lawyer in Spanish city (7)

26. Follower, a job with the French (7)

27. No quarter – not any (4)

28. Hang English-Spanish grandee – 
found necessary (8,2)

DOWN
1. Former newsreel organisation 

presents ‘Trail over East’ (5)

2. Cheer in a dream – that’s patience 
(9)

3. Making peace, senior school 
course – M1 (7,7)

4. Relieve soviet garrison (7)

5. Shorebird in mystery tale – endless! 
(7)

7. Openings, but no start for 
happenings (5)

8. W – the backbreaker (4,5)

9. Decorate a grand arrangement – it 
can link to 3 (5,5,4)

14. Man, pig, rat, steer, bird (9)

16. Set apart princess and whip, 
indeed (9)

18. Popular nation – where the nobles 
lie (2,5)

19. Place – use it at random (7)

22. Time to storm public transport (5)

24. Don’t get up – fabrication included 
(3,2)

Quick Clues 
ACROSS
1. Flatbread split and fi lled (4,6)

6.  Wicked (4)

10. Provider of voice, data and video 
transmission (7)

11. Assignments (7)

12. Central component of maize (3,2,4)

13. Donkeys (5)

14. Overwhelming fear (5)

15. An unreasonable demand (4,5)

17. Pleasant facilities (9)

20. Bequeath (5)

21. Put together (5)

23. Diabolical (9)

25. City of the Alhambra (7)

26. Proselytiser (7)

27. Zilch (4)

28. Relied upon (8,2)

DOWN
1. French/British fi lm distributor (5)

2. Forbearance (9)

3. Major east coast transport route (7,7)

4. Solace (7)

5. Everlasting (7)

7. Expresses one’s feelings (5)

8. Latest in a series of unfortunate 
events (4,5)

9. Victorian scenic coastal drive (5,5,4)

14. Rocky terrain grouse (9)

16. Committed (9)

18. A coffi  n on display for the public to 
pay respects (2,5)

19. Locate (7)

22. Coach (5)

24. Stay in bed later than usual (3,2)

Mungo MacCallum’s Crossword #536
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ARIES THE RAM

ARIES: As the sun and Mercury 
restart the astrological year for 
2024 in your firecracker sign, Aries’ 
planet boss Mars sinking into a 
water element decreases his usual 
speed. This can be a good thing, so 
think sizzle rather than grizzle, and 
please take this week at your ease.

TAURUS: Expansive Jupiter and 
changemaker Uranus only align 
every 14 years, so make the most 
of this week’s rare planetary 
pairing in Taurus: a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to rethink 
what you have to off er the world, 
and step beyond whatever you’ve 
outgrown onto a larger platform.

GEMINI: Mercury’s been 
activating inspirational ideas 
and Venus making adventurous 
communal plans, but this week 
random fantasies get a reality 
check from sensible Saturn calling 
for facts. His message? Time is 
precious and you don’t want to 
waste it on what is currently in the 
too-hard basket.

CANCER: The quartet of planets in 
a sensitive water sign like your own 
has the potential to make this full-
forward, no-holds-barred, possibly 
tactless week ruff le some feathers. 
Try not to take things personally, 
because it’s unlikely that off ence is 
intended, and up to you whether or 
not it’s taken.

LEO: With magnetic Venus 
putting on her best red dress and 
unapologetically strutting her stuff , 
this week encourages you to play 
with new stylings – think wardrobe 
makeover, upgrading your website 
or professional profile, giving your 
domestic decor a seasonal refresh. 
Have fun, and keep asking ‘what if?’

VIRGO: Virgos like to get things 
done, but at present make-it-
happen Mars has his flames 
dampened in a water sign. 
The fringe benefit of this? When 
you have no option but to go with 
the flow, fresh perspectives and 
unexpected insights on how to 
move forward have a chance 
to emerge.

LIBRA: The annual cycle of your 
opposite and complementary sign 
on the astro-wheel is about creative 
expression, and isn’t that your 
Libran thing? This exuberant and 
assertive week could spark some 
bold adventures, style revamps, 
artistic experiments and romantic 
antics, so don’t hesitate, reach out.

SCORPIO: As the planetary 
kaleidoscope shift s our world 
into new patterns, Scorpio actor 
Tilda Swinton’s recipe for radical 
living makes excellent sense this 
week: Trust in change. Forgive 
human frailty. Make friends with 
chaos. Dance daily. Challenge 
assumptions. Listen to the quiet. 
Defy unkindness. Look upwards.

SAGITTARIUS: The celestial season 
of the ram is dynamic, enthusiastic, 
impulsive, spontaneous, idealistic, 
fiery, jam-packed with dedication 
and passion. Sounding familiar? 
Yes, like Sagittarius, Aries energy 
is direct and uninhibited, and this 
week could benefit from extra 
sensitivity, empathy and diplomacy.

CAPRICORN: This energetic week 
kicks off  with impatient Mars and 
cautious Saturn, your planet mentor, 
locked in a push-pull, start-stop, 
whiplash dynamic with speedy Mars 
urging just do it, and security guard 
Saturn warning that haste makes 
waste – all of which make staying in 
cruise control your savviest strategy.

AQUARIUS: The winds of change 
rattling your panes and shaking 
your shutters might feel like you’re 
in the heavy wash cycle at the 
cosmic laundrette. But current 
Plutonic rearrangements are also 
highly favourable for a system 
reboot, so revise your flight plan, 
adjust your work procedures, 
streamline and redirect.

PISCES: With Neptune, Saturn, 
Venus and Mars all aligned in 
your sign, this week’s cosmic 
choreography couldn’t be more 
auspicious. Though with steamy 
Mars meeting misty Neptune 
head-on it might be hard to tell an 
oasis from a mirage, so don’t make 
binding decisions without running 
serious reality checks.

STARS 
BY LILITH
Fiery Mars joining 
Venus, Neptune 
and Saturn in 
watery Pisces 
augurs an 
atmosphere of 
steam heat in 
this week’s 
celestial sauna...

www.echo.net.au/soap-box

Why Being Seen 
is Beautiful
There is something profound about 

being seen. Being accepted and 

loved for exactly who you are. 

It’s life changing. It’s simple. It’s 

transformative. But some people 

don’t get to experience this. Nearly 

half of transgender Australians have 

attempted suicide.

That data tells the very real impact 

of discrimination, stigma and lack of 

access to gender-affirming surgery. I 

write this as a woman who was born 

a woman, who identifies as a woman. 

I’ll admit, that even in that gender role, 

that fits within the societal binary, I’ve 

had my own challenges.

I know the pain of not meeting the 

societal expectations about what 

women ‘should’ look like. What they 

‘should’ do. I know what it feels like 

to push back. I know what it feels like 

to be discriminated against. To be the 

only woman in the room. I know what 

it feels like to walk a street and feel 

unsafe. But I do not know what it feels 

like to be a trans person.

I do not know what it feels like to have 

a gender that is different to what was 

presumed for me at birth. I do not 

know what that feels like growing up. 

I don’t know the sense of loneliness. 

The isolation. I don’t know what it 

feels like to be told by society not to be 

me. I don’t know what it feels like for 

this conversation to sit in the public 

domain, like it doesn’t belong to you.

As a feminist I do not understand or 

agree with TERFS – or gender-critical 

feminists. If transgender people 

don’t have allies in feminists who 

can embrace broad definitions of 

gender, who can stand in solidarity 

with anyone hurt by the same 

system that has hurt us, then 

what is the point of smashing the 

patriarchy? From my perspective, 

trans-rights are an integral part of 

the feminist movement. A movement 

that by its very definition, claims to 

subvert exclusion.

I don’t understand why some fear 

transgender people. They are one 

of the most marginalised groups in 

our community, yet there seems to 

be an endless amount of unfounded, 

bigoted fear and misinformation. Hate 

speech abounds. The hate is very 

often hidden in posts about ‘women’s 

safety’. I came across one the other 

day on a local community Facebook 

page. I will not repeat what it said 

because it was so offensive, but it 

inferred that transgender acceptance 

would lead to women being unsafe in 

public bathrooms. Mainly men were 

on the post.

I scanned past it and wondered how 

admin of the group had not blocked 

it. I read the comments. It was a hate 

fest. There wasn’t a single comment 

in defence of trans people. I can’t 

imagine what it would feel like reading 

that as a person who identified as 

transgender. As a cis-woman I found 

it disturbing. This kind of hate is laced 

with violence. Ironically they were 

talking about women’s safety – like 

they give a shit. Real data shows us 

that women are not at risk from trans 

people, we are at risk from men. Angry 

men who we are in relationships 

with. Men in our families or in trusted 

institutions who sexually assault us.

So that’s what I wrote. Basically, if 

you are so worried about women’s 

safety stop killing us. One woman 

is murdered by her partner or 

ex-partner every week. And it’s a 

man. Be a man who stands up against 

that. Transgender people in public 

bathrooms pose no risk. Statistically 

they are the community at risk in 

public places.

March 31 every year is International 

Transgender Day of Visibility. It’s about 

celebrating accomplishments and 

victories. It’s about raising awareness 

of the work that still needs to be 

done. It’s about being seen. Being 

celebrated. And being safe.

Let’s make our spaces – public, and 

private – from physical buildings to 

metaphysical mindsets, inclusive. 

Let’s see.

MANDY NOLAN’S

I don’t know 
what it feels like 
to be told by 
society not to be 

me. I don’t know what 
it feels like for this 
conversation to sit in 
the public domain, 
like it doesn’t belong 
to you.
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THIS EASTER WEEKEND! BYRON EVENTS FARM, TYAGARAH, BYRON BAYTHIS EASTER WEEKEND! BYRON EVENTS FARM, TYAGARAH, BYRON BAY
THURSDAY 28THURSDAY 28THTH MARCH TO MONDAY 1 MARCH TO MONDAY 1STST APRIL APRIL

IN THIS GUIDE: FULL PLAYING SCHEDULE, PERFORMER HIGHLIGHTS + MORE!IN THIS GUIDE: FULL PLAYING SCHEDULE, PERFORMER HIGHLIGHTS + MORE!

PETER GARRETT GIVES BLUESFEST THE NOD
If I say the words ‘US Forces give the nod’, 

I can pretty much guarantee that you 

will hear the unmistakable voice of Peter 

Garrett ringing in your ears. Your head 

may even start to bob up and down a bit. 

Garrett is a classic and not because he is a 

septuagenarian – it’s because he is absolutely 

unique, and he’s embedded in our musical psyche.

The Echo spoke to Garrett, on the tail end of his 

current tour and his prep for Easter in Tyagarah, 

in Sydney on what he described as a ‘halfway day. 

It’s cloudy but not raining.’

Can you tell me about the music you’re bringing 

to Bluesfest this year?

So I’ve just finished a new record, The True North, 

which will be out by Bluesfest. We recorded in 

Sydney – with Martin Rotsey from the Oils and 

Heather Shannon from the Jezabels, and a group 

of other musicians who were in town. It was organic, 

open and really just reflecting exactly what I think, and 

where I am at this point in time. We’ll play a fair bit of that 

I’m hoping, with some special guests with a bit of luck, 

alongside some of the older material. 

I’ll pluck a few Oil’s songs out of the ether and give them 

a run probably and we’ll just make it the biggest, bestest, 

most full-on wonderful night we can. 

It sounds like things aren’t necessarily set in concrete, but 

do you have an idea of how many people will be on stage?

It depends a little bit. My daughters Grace and May will be 

on stage singing which will be fantastic. I really love that. 

And maybe apart from The Alter Egos (including Martin 

Rotsey, Heather Shannon, Evan Mannell and Rowan Lane), 

we might have another one or two. 

Grace also did the design for the album cover and all the 

artwork this time around. She’s a designer, so that was 

nice. Bit of family synergy as well. 

Is there anything in particular about Bluesfest that you 

find different from other festivals?

I think the strength of Bluesfest lies in the adherence to the 

traditions and the backstory of popular music really. It’s 

not just about the moment, although there’s plenty of that 

that goes on, it’s also about how we got to the moment, 

and having artists that have contributed to where 

music finds itself today – but particularly on the 

blues side of things, has always seemed to me to 

be one of the features of Bluesfest itself. 

You said that the new album’s a little bit about 

where you are at now. What is your approach 

or your motivation for performing and writing 

now? Has it changed a lot from when you 

began? Are there different reasons for doing 

music for you now?

That’s a really good question. There’s not a 

straight-up answer for it. Music is so mysterious. It 

comes and goes on the wind. 

You know, I spent such a lot of time in a band 

that had very strong songwriters, Rob (Hurst) and 

Jim (Moginie) – there was never a shortage of 

material. We always had plenty of stuff to chew 

on and work on. I was very involved in political 

activism, the environment, and then, of course, 

ultimately, in that interregnum [don’t worry, I had to look 

it up too!] in the early 2000s, in formal politics.

As much as I can tell, because I’ve not particularly spent 

a lot of time navel-gazing, I think that I’ve just created 

enough space around me, with the charge of coming off 

two very big tours with The Oils, to find the songs were just 

starting to spring out of the ‘place’, and you’ve got to grab 

them when they do and go with them. It’s a very organic 

thing. It’s not something that you really should overthink 

in my experience, you just have to sort of almost go with 

the muse, as it were. 

  continued on liftout page 3
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Open Every Day 10am to 5pm (NSW time)
81 Monet Drive, Mullumbimby NSW 2482

Visit the home of
the world’s largest

natural crystals.
Sit in an amethyst cave! 

discover the jewel of Byron

crystalcastle.com.au

WE JUST LOVE HIM!
If you’re over 50 you might not be a fan of TOM JONES, 

but you can bet your mum is. If you’re under 40 you might 

not even know who he is, but your grandmother probably 

wet her pants at the mere mention of his name.

Legendary Welsh singer and 

performer Sir Tom Jones is coming 

to Bluesfest! He continues to sustain 

his popularity around the world, 

captivating audiences with his 

timeless discography of hit songs 

and enduring talent and charisma. 

With a remarkable career spanning 

over six decades, Jones is widely 

considered to be one of the greatest 

singers and recording artists of all 

time, selling over 100 million records 

and continuing as an esteemed and 

influential figure in the music industry.

At the age of 83, Jones has received 

some of the best reviews of his career 

for his most recent Ethan Johns-pro-

duced albums Surrounded By Time, 

Long Lost Suitcase, Spirit In The Room, 

and Praise & Blame. Critics have 

praised both the recorded material 

and Jones’ performances, highlight-

ing his undeniable and unique talent 

in both the studio and on stage.

Born in the mining town of Treforest, 

South Wales, Jones quit school at an 

early age, working various odd jobs 

before getting his start as a member 

of a local band called The Senators, 

later forming his own group, Tom 

Jones and the Squires, gigging in 

clubs and pubs around the local area.

In the early 1960s, he signed with 

Decca Records in London, kickstarting 

a successful and diverse career and 

achieving international fame with 

his powerful voice and dynamic 

stage presence. He had a string of 

hit songs including ‘It’s Not Unusual’, 

‘What’s New Pussycat?’, ‘Delilah’, and 

‘Green, Green Grass of Home’ which 

sat alongside his hugely popular 1969-

1971 cross-continental TV show, This 

is Tom Jones. Jones has always had a 

fundamental interest in a wide range 

of music, leading him to work with 

dozens of iconic collaborators over 

the years, ranging from Stevie Wonder 

and Aretha Franklin to Van Morrison, 

Dolly Parton and Ed Sheeran – just 

some amongst many. Although he is 

well known for his hits, he is first and 

foremost a diverse artist with a true 

rhythm and blues soul.

Jones’s career has been filled with 

numerous honours and accolades, 

including a deeply cherished 

knighthood from Queen Elizabeth 

II in 2006, multiple BRIT Awards, a 

Silver Clef Award, the prestigious 

Music Industry Trusts Award and 

a Hitmaker Award from the US 

Songwriters Hall of Fame. He has also 

acted in films such as Tim Burton’s 

Mars Attacks, and Playhouse Presents: 

King of The Teds for Sky Arts. Along 

with his yearly touring, Jones has 

continued to be active in the industry 

as a longstanding coach on The Voice 

UK and being a valued contributor 

at a variety of events and broadcasts 

such as the 25th Anniversary of 

MusiCares (honouring Bob Dylan) 

and the 57th Grammy Awards as well 

as many others for charitable causes. 

His recent autobiography Over The 

Top And Back was a rollicking best-

seller, and his 2021 album release 

Surrounded By Time made him the 

oldest male to claim a Number 1 spot 

on the UK Official Albums Chart with 

an album of new material, overtaking 

Bob Dylan.

Sir Tom has indeed cemented his 

place in music history as one of the 

most successful artists of all time, 

traversing musical eras and genres, 

cutting across class divides, and 

appealing to all genders and ages, 

as well as both mainstream and 

cutting-edge audiences. Sir Tom 

has always been about the power 

of the song, and the power of the 

voice, qualities that have made him 

a true legend in the music zeitgeist. 

Despite the passage of time, Sir Tom 

Jones continues to be a force to be 

reckoned with in the music world, 

and his legacy will undoubtedly live 

on for generations to come.

On a hectic tour schedule that would 

make the hardest of rockers wilt, Tom 

has touched down in Australia, and if 

Gran has gone missing, she was prob-

ably at the airport waving her undies.

For one-and-a-half hours of 

awesome on Saturday night, get 

yourself to the Crossroads stage for 

some Tom!
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A NOTE FROM THE FESTIVAL DIRECTOR
With anticipation building and 

excitement in the air, we stand on 

the brink of a special occasion: 

Bluesfest’s 35th birthday celebration! 

I, Peter Noble, am delighted to 

welcome all festivalgoers, old and 

new, as we kick off this fantastic 

celebration of music, community, 

and good times.

Bluesfest has been a hub of 

creativity, diversity, and pure 

enjoyment, drawing music fans from 

around the world to come together 

and have a blast. For over three 

decades, we’ve swayed to soulful 

tunes under the stars, and this year 

marks another milestone in our 

journey.

As we approach our 35th birthday, I 

want to express my heartfelt thanks 

to our loyal attendees, talented 

artists, and the wonderful Byron 

Bay community. Your spirit makes 

Bluesfest shine, filling the air with 

energy and excitement.

As the festival director, I’m proud 

to see how Bluesfest has grown, 

offering a mix of musical genres, 

from blues and roots to rock and 

folk and beyond. Our lineup reflects 

this diversity, featuring a range of 

performers who, I promise, will 

captivate and entertain.

From headline acts to rising stars, 

each artist brings their own flavour 

to the stage, creating moments that 

linger long after the music ends. 

Whether you’re a die-hard blues fan 

or just looking for a good time, this 

festival has something for everyone.

But Bluesfest is more than just 

a music festival; it’s a chance to 

connect, unwind, and enjoy live 

music in a beautiful setting. Bluesfest 

week always reminds me of the 

joy music brings and the bonds it 

creates.

Welcome to Bluesfest, folks. The 

stage is set, the music will soon play, 

and the fun is about to begin. Don’t 

miss out!

Peter Noble OAM
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So I think I’m probably more open to that 

because I put myself in a place where I can 

be in more of an open field as opposed to the 

crowded hurly burly of a busy street.

So what sorts of things are you doing to keep 

your energy up and prepare yourself for for an 

event like this?

Well, touch wood, I’ve got lots of energy 

present and it seems to be really coursing 

through the veins and making me feel very 

excited about being out on stage. It’s almost 

as though coming off the back of the big Oils 

run my adrenaline didn’t turn off. Sometimes 

it switches off at this time, but it seems like it 

hasn’t. You’ve got to make the most of that 

when it’s happening. 

Also just drawing on a really basic level of 

charge and gratefulness at still being alive, 

from sharing a stage with people and creating 

an environment where whoever’s in the room,  

can just have that almost sacred experience of 

sharing songs and performance and making 

that whole thing work. 

I don’t ever try to overanalyze it or think about 

it too much. It just has to unfold, and it in itself 

is something that produces a form of energy 

and I’ve always been someone who goes with 

whatever I can feel on stage. 

It’s the final show of this run at Bluesfest so by 

the time we get to the stage, I imagine we’re 

going to be throwing everything at it plus some.

Do you feel that as a person who has a profile, 

there is a certain responsibility upon you to 

put your voice to  causes that are important 

to you?

I think my answer is given on the basis of having 

been in the public arena for decades, and been 

in a band whose politics was very important to 

it, and who acted upon it, and I’ve acted upon 

my politics as well on numerous occasions, for 

better and for worse, you know. 

So, clearly, I think that you do have a voice, but 

there’s a really big capital B for ‘But’ there – I 

don’t believe that everybody has to speak their 

politics out, if their vision, and their music is 

tied up in something else altogether, that’s 

fine. And even when you do, it always has to 

be on the basis of ‘this is how I feel, this is what 

I think’, not a prescriptive view of the world, 

which says, ‘this is how YOU should think’, 

because music operates at a visceral, sublime 

level, and you add meaning to the music, and 

sometimes that meaning has got a political 

edge to it. But the politics itself seriously only 

happens when you actually DO something. 

You can sing from the rooftops forever, but if 

you’re not in a position, or you’re not willing 

to roll up your sleeves and go down and get 

involved in the sometimes boring, difficult and 

time-consuming side of politics, whether it’s 

in the local Landcare group, or whether it’s, 

you know, handing out leaflets for a politician 

that you believe in, or whether it’s lobbying, 

or whatever it might be, then it doesn’t mean 

anything.

What do you find inspiring?

I’m always inspired by the extraordinary 

resonance of nature. The sort of explicit beauty 

that the natural world provides for us even 

when it’s taking a bit of a tramelling – and that 

ranges from the beauty of the great landscapes 

of the true north – the Kimberley, the South 

Alligator Floodplain, Kakadu, Cape York – where 

I’ve been spending a bit of time over the last 18 

months, down to the shape of a gum nut or the 

way a creek just trickles down through a gully. 

Any aspect of nature, I find, has always been 

very, very important to me, and I get a great 

deal from. Alongside that, in fact, probably even 

more important in a way to the soul, my family 

and close friends and just maintaining those 

good, intimate, direct connections – sharing 

the simple stuff and turning off the machines 

and the screens and just letting life unfold at a 

slightly less frantic pace.

Do you currently have an earworm? 

Well, I’ve actually got the album rolling around 

in my head because we’ve already played some 

shows,  we’ve done some festivals. But we 

haven’t played them all. And we go into a little 

studio next week and start writing them down. 

So I’ve got some of that rolling around in my 

head. 

Other than that, my listening tastes are 

extremely catholic and wide. I’ve been enjoying 

a little bit of time with some of the sort of, I 

think, strong female artists of this country – Mia 

Dyson, Sarah Blasko. 

I got the Dylan book for Christmas – The 
Philosophy of Modern Song – I started working 

my way through the songs that he was writing 

about and I have discovered some gems there. 

It’s very ecumenical, I’ll take something from 

anywhere and have it roll into my head for a 

while.

Are you having enough fun?

Probably not. I need to work on that.

I just want to ask you from the point of view of 

a vocal coach. I’m curious to know how long 

do you take to warm up?

That’s really interesting (laughs) – so, not very 

long. Yeah, look, I do warm up before I go on, 

but I don’t specifically do vocal warm-ups. I 

find that you’ve just got to go with the moment. 

Once you hear that first guitar chord, once the 

snare drum smacks you in the back of the bum, 

and once the crowd sort of looks at us, then out 

it comes.

 You cannot miss Peter Garrett and The Alter 

Egos at Bluesfest – they play Sunday 8pm on 

the Mojo stage.

33
PETER GARRETT

 continued from liftout page 1
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BLUESFEST 2024
NOTICE TO RESIDENTS OF THE BYRON SHIRE
TRAFFIC CHANGES IN TYAGARAH: WEDNESDAY 28 MARCH TO TUESDAY 2 APRIL 2024

site at Tanner Lane, Tyagarah. We wish to inform you that the following changes will take place from 
Wednesday, 27 March 2024 through to Tuesday, 2 April 2024.

FESTIVAL TIMES:
THURSDAY 28 MARCH 2024: GATES OPEN 2:00PM – CLOSE MIDNIGHT
FRIDAY 29 MARCH 2024 – MONDAY 1 APRIL 2024: GATES OPEN 11:00AM – CLOSE MIDNIGHT

TRAFFIC:

•  Grays Lane access to motorway will remain shut. Patrons departing south will use the main 

PARKING:

Road, this will be open for day patrons. Temporary “No Stopping” signs will be installed in Tanner 

•  Please note, pre-paid parking will cost $25 per day.
•  3-day parking is $60 plus fees. 5-day parking is $100 plus fees.
•  Tickets are available to purchase via www.bluesfest.com.au/tickets
•  To avoid lengthy delays pre-book your parking NOW online as there will be LIMITED facility to 

purchase on site.

Bluesfest site.
•  Council Parking Rangers will be on patrol throughout the weekend.

PICK UP AND DROP OFF AREA:
•  There will be a pick-up and drop-off area for guests at the South Gate entrance. Please call the 

it is free to use this area.

DISABLED PARKING:
•  There is an area set aside for disabled parking.

SHUTTLE BUSES:

Street). There will also be shuttle bus services from surrounding towns. The bus timetable is now 
available on the Bluesfest website. Prebook your tickets at bluesfest.com.au.

CAMPING: 

BLUESFEST HOTLINE: (02) 6639 9800   EMERGENCY HOTLINE: 0402 495 806
We apologise for any inconvenience and thank you for your patience and co-operation.

DAmN GOOD, 
PLANET SAVIN’ 

BURGERS
Grill’d Byron Bay now serving the world’s most 

sustainable beef burgers, made with 100% juicy beef 
and 67% less emissions. It’s a real Gamechanger.

Find us at 7 Jonson Street, just off Main Beach.
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BLUESFEST 2024 HIGHLIGHTS!
As always there are amazing performing 

artists by the bucketload at Bluesfest 

– more than we can fit on these pages. 

Over the following pages of this liftout read 

up on some of the highlight performances 

waiting for you at the festival.

YIRRMAL
An enigmatic and captivating performer, Yirrmal’s 

storytelling transcends time and space. As an 

extraordinarily passionate and incredibly gifted 

singer-songwriter, Yirrmal creates accessible, 

powerful and authentic new music of passion 

and truth, helping people to feel good, and to feel 

good about themselves. He’s from the Rirratjingu 

clan group in the remote North East Arnhem Land 

community of Yirrkala, and his works share his joy 

of creating, retelling and performing stories as old 

as time – with a fresh, inspired and contemporary 

reflection. Yirrmal’s music expresses a powerfully 

instinctual and intuitive pledge that echoes and 

embraces buoyant courage and empathy, and he 

has plenty to say, learning from mentors such as 

Archie Roach, Shane Howard, Neil Murray, Yothu 

Yindi and Andrew Farriss. Secure and comfortable 

in his own identity and belief, Yirrmal charts his 

own journey. ‘I want people to forget about their 

troubles for a while, to live in the moment and 

just enjoy this music,’ he says. Yirrmal’s self-titled 

debut album is magnetic – a collection of works 

that is bold, celebratory and timeless, capturing 

thoughts and feelings of what it means to be alive 

in a beautiful and ancient landscape.  

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY

TEDESCHI TRUCKS 
BAND
Tedeschi Trucks Band is a Grammy Award-winning 

12-piece rock and soul powerhouse, that holds 

a well-deserved reputation as one of the best 

live acts touring today. Led by the husband/wife 

duo of guitarist Derek Trucks and singer/guitarist 

Susan Tedeschi, TTB is known for world-class 

musicianship and the contemporary blend of a 

wide range of American musical influences that 

defines their extensive catalogue. The band is 

currently touring behind their 2022 release, I Am 
The Moon, TTB’s fifth and most ambitious studio 

project to date. Written while off the road during 

the pandemic, I Am The Moon captures a prolific 

and collaborative songwriting period for TTB that 

was inspired by an ancient poem of star-crossed 

lovers. I Am The Moon includes four albums, 

I.Crescent, II. Ascension, III. The Fall, IV. Farewell, 
and four companion films – delivering more than 

two hours of music that unfold across a robust 

tapestry of genre-defying explorations and propels 

the treasured American ensemble into new and 

thrilling creative territory. Since forming in 2010, 

TTB’s caravan has travelled countless miles to 

bring their music to audiences around the world. 

From sold-out multi-night residencies across 

America to barnstorming tours through Europe 

and Japan to their flagship Wheels of Soul annual 

summer tour, the band’s shows are an eagerly 

anticipated highlight of the live music calendar. 

Whether on stage or in the studio, when these 

supremely talented artists get together, it’s a 

musical experience of profound quality.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY

Yirrmal

Tedeschi Trucks Band
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ELVIS COSTELLO & THE IMPOSTERS
Elvis Costello’s career is legendary, spanning more than four decades and thirty-plus 

albums, and his songs, such as ‘Alison’, ‘Pump It Up’, ‘Everyday I Write The Book’, 

‘(What’s So Funny ’Bout) Peace Love and Understanding’, are classics. He has 

performed worldwide with his band, The Attractions, and his current group, The 

Imposters – Steve Nieve, Pete Thomas, and Davey Faragher – as well as solo concerts 

and appearances with jazz ensembles and symphony orchestras. Costello has 

entered songwriting collaborations with Paul McCartney, Burt Bacharach, the Brodsky 

Quartet, and with Allen Toussaint for the album The River In Reverse, the first major 

label recording project to visit New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina and which was 

completed there while the city was still under curfew. 

Costello’s songs have been recorded by a great number of artists, including George 

Jones, Linda Ronstadt, Georgie Fame, Chet Baker, Johnny Cash, June Tabor, Roy 

Orbison, Dusty Springfield, Robert Wyatt, Anne Sofie von Otter, Solomon Burke and 

Darlene Love. In January 2020, Costello received the Grammy Award for Best Traditional 

Pop Vocal Album for his 2018 studio record Look Now. Elvis Costello and The Attractions 

were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2003. The same year, Costello was 

awarded ASCAP’s prestigious Founder’s Award. In 2016 Elvis Costello was inducted into 

the Songwriter’s Hall of Fame in the company of Chip Taylor and Tom Petty.

THURSDAY & FRIDAY

HUSSY HICKS
‘Some artists need to be seen to be believed, 
and Hussy Hicks fit that category.’
– Sarah Howells, ABC.

Hussy Hicks, the dynamic duo of Leesa 

Gentz and Julz Parker, have conquered the 

last decade of the Australian music industry 

with their unique blend of folk, blues, 

country, and roots. With their innovative 

approach and relentless drive to stretch 

themselves creatively, Hussy Hicks have 

continued to innovate and push boundaries 

with their music and projects, captivating 

audiences all over the world. If you haven’t 

yet, it’s time to jump on the Hussy Hicks 

train, because it’s a ride you won’t want 

to miss. For fans of soaring vocals, insane 

guitar playing, tight harmonies, tasty 

rhythm sections and big stage energy!

SATURDAY & MONDAY

BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA
The Blind Boys of Alabama are recognised worldwide as 

living legends of gospel music. Celebrated by The National 

Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and the National Academy 

of Recording Arts and Sciences (NARAS) with Lifetime 

Achievement Awards, inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of 

Fame, and winners of five Grammy Awards, they have attained 

the highest levels of achievement in a career that spans over 

70 years. The Blind Boys are known for crossing multiple 

musical boundaries with their remarkable interpretations of 

everything from traditional gospel favourites to contemporary 

spiritual material, by songwriters such as Eric Clapton, Prince 

and Tom Waits. They have appeared on recordings with 

many artists, including Lou Reed, Peter Gabriel, Bonnie Raitt, 

Willie Nelson, Aaron Neville, Susan Tedeschi, Ben Harper, 

Patty Griffin and Taj Mahal. The Blind Boys of Alabama have 

also appeared on The Tonight Show, Late Night, the Grammy 
Awards, 60 Minutes, The Colbert Report and many other 

television shows.

SUNDAY & MONDAY

Elvis Costello Hussy Hicks The Blind Boys of Alabama
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With eight USA Blues Music 

Award nominations, career 

tour dates in 20 countries, 

and her recent induction 

into the Blues Victoria Hall 

of Fame, FIONA BOYES 
is a relentless and 

curious musical explorer. 

Fiona plays deep blues, 

influenced by a myriad 

of traditional regional 

styles and has carved an 

international reputation 

as a blues guitarist, 

bandleader, vocalist and 

songwriter. 

Winner of the International 

Blues Challenge in Memphis, 

USA, she is also a Blues Blast 

Music Award winner and former 

Port Fairy Folk Festival Artist of 

the Year. Fiona’s nomination 

for the Koko Taylor Award (Best 

Traditional Female Artist) at the 

2019 USA Blues Music Awards 

in Memphis was her eighth 

BMA nomination over various 

categories since 2007. Fiona 

is the only Australian ever to 

be nominated for these awards, which 

are considered to be the Grammies of 

the Blues. 

We caught up with Fiona to see what she 

likes about Bluesfest.

Fiona, like me, you’re a Melbourne girl.

I’m a Melbourne girl originally and it’s 

funny because when people say where 

are you from? I say I’m from Melbourne 

– I still consider myself quite Melburnian 

but I actually haven’t lived at home in 

Melbourne for some 15 years. I lived in 

America for a couple of years and I’ve 

been in South Australia and Canberra 

and I did a stint for quite some time in the 

Northern Rivers.

It’s actually funny because when I first got 

started as a player, I didn’t start playing 

till I was in my late 20s, and in my first 

band, one of the first times I got out of 

Melbourne, was Bluesfest in 1995 when it 

was a bunch of fields at Belongil.

Traditionally when you think of blues 

you think of old black men in smoky-

filled rooms in the Mississippi Delta and 

here you are, a white blonde Australian 

chick. Do people find that unusual when 

you walk out on stage?

I have to say that I’ve been absolutely 

thrilled and humbled at how well received 

and how welcomed  I’ve been by the 

elder statesmen and women of the blues 

– you know, when you go to America 

you’re conscious that you’re playing an 

American art form.

We’ve lost a lot of those older players 

over recent years – I got to play with 

Pinetop Perkins, the legendary piano 

player who played with Muddy Waters 

and everybody else – he recorded on one 

of my albums. He sat in on a session, he 

was 96 and he played piano, and it was 

just fabulous. And for me, it was not only 

a chance to play with these players, for 

me, the whole concept of the blues is 

about that notion of it being an historic 

thread and it is a traditional art form. 

So when you write and play, you need 

to be respectful of the genre. But then, 

of course, you try and find your own 

voice within it, and part of that is respect 

for elders and to have the 

opportunity to sit with those 

foundational players. 

It’s not just about ‘what can I 

learn’ or ‘what licks can I pinch’ 

or something, but also to listen 

to their stories, because the 

whole history is amazing. 

It’s like the whole package of 

that learning from the elders 

and passing the torch on to 

younger players, that I think has 

been foundational to the music. 

I’ve played some pretty funky 

places in the States and I’ve had 

the chance to play in some very 

traditional black juke joints in 

the south where white players 

don’t often play, you know, 

let alone white women from 

Australia, so to be accepted, 

and often encouraged by those 

by those older players is just 

priceless to me.

What inspires you?

My inspiration tends to be very 

much drawn from the roots of 

the music. A lot of people who 

love blues have fallen in love 

with rock and then found a player like 

Hendrix or Clapton and gone ‘where are 

their roots?’ and moved back. 

The first blues I ever heard was the early 

documentary recordings 20s 30s 40s, and 

classic Chicago was from the 50s, and the 

closer to the roots it gets, the happier I 

am generally, but as far as songwriting 

goes, look, it’s magic, I don’t even know 

where that inspiration comes from. Some 

songs you have an idea and you agonise 

over it takes ages for a song to settle. And 

some songs, I’ve had a couple of songs in 

particular, that I just wrote down a title 

on a piece of paper and put it away and 

then five years later, I got up one morning, 

picked up my guitar and played the song. 

Are you having enough fun?

Yes, I am. I do. I actually have a song 

which is called Too Happy To Sing The 

Blues because I was told once I smile too 

much to be in a blues band. 

 You too can have too much fun with 

Fiona Boyes & The Fortune Tellers on 

Thursday and Saturday at Bluesfest.

JIMMY BARNES
Jimmy Barnes is the heart and the soul 

of Australian rock and roll. His name 

evokes the sound of ear-splitting rock 

classics plus signature readings of soul 

standards. He has enjoyed nineteen #1 

albums here – more than The Beatles 

– and sold more records in this country 

than any other local artist. For well 

over 40 years he has delivered some 

of our most intense and iconic live 

performances and sung unforgettable 

hits like ‘Working Class Man’, ‘Flame 

Trees’, ‘No Second Prize’, ‘Khe Sanh’ 

and ‘Shutting Down Our Town’. From a 

wild youth fronting the legendary Cold 

Chisel to his more recent years as a 

beloved family man, Jimmy has been 

through it all, and literally lived to tell 

the tales. He is truly in a league of his 

own, having been inducted into the 

ARIA Hall of Fame – twice.

SUNDAY

Authentic Mid-Century Specialists

Cnr Banksia Dr & Bayshore Dr, Byron Industrial Est.
 vamptbyronbay  eternity.design.collections

Dave 0414 806 549 vamptvintagedesign.com

CARRYING AND PASSING THE TORCH
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TAJ MAHAL
‘The blues is bigger than most people think,’ 

says Taj Mahal. ‘You could hear Mozart play 

the blues. It might be more like a lament. It 

might be more melancholy. But I’m going to 

tell you: the blues is in there.’ Taj is a towering 

musical figure – a legend who transcended 

the blues not by leaving them behind, but by 

revealing their magnificent scope to the world. 

Quantifying the 77-year-old’s significance is 

impossible, but people try anyway. A 2017 

Grammy win for TajMo, Taj’s collaboration 

with Keb’ Mo’, brought his Grammy tally 

to three wins and 14 nominations, and 

underscored his undiminished relevance more 

than 50 years after his solo debut. Blues Hall 

of Fame membership, a Lifetime Achievement 

Award from the Americana Music Association, 

and other honours punctuate his résumé. Taj 

appreciates the accolades, but his motivation 

lies elsewhere. ‘I just want to be able to 

make the music that I’m hearing come to 

me – and that’s what I did,’ says Taj. ‘When I 

say, “I did”, I’m not coming from the ego. The 

music comes from somewhere. You’re just 

the conduit it comes through. You’re there to 

receive the gift.’

SATURDAY & SUNDAY

 THE WAIFS
The Waifs have built a career out of continually circling Australia and the globe. From bustling 

cities to the farthest regional and coastal towns, they have spent more than 30 years sharing their 

folk-infused, feel-good sounds with adoring, now multi-generational audiences thanks to their 

enchanting live shows and affable natures. The original independent avant-garde folk heroes 

turned multiplatinum-selling, multiple ARIA Award-winning, international touring outfit have 

released eight LPs, self-titled The Waifs (1996), Shelter Me (1998) and Sink or Swim (2000), Up All 
Night (2003), Sun Dirt Water (2007), Temptation (2011), Beautiful You (2015) and Ironbark (2017), 

and two live albums A Brief History (2004) and Live From the Union Of Soul (2009). Following the 

success of their recent Australia-wide, mostly sold-out 50-date ‘Up All Night’ 25th Anniversary 

album tour, Donna Simpson, Vikki Thorn and Josh Cunningham (with the ever-faithful and long-

standing rhythm section of David Ross Macdonald and Ben Franz on board as usual) continue to 

forge a proudly independent path with no sign of slowing down. The Waifs look forward to seeing 

you at Byron Bay Bluesfest to welcome you back – or invite you into Waif World! MONDAY

Playing schedule subject to change
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THE WHITLAMS 
BLACK STUMP
The Whitlams Black Stump, formed in 

2021, is Tim Freedman and long-time 

Whitlams drummer Terepai Richmond 

joined by an ‘A Team’ of roots musicians, 

reconstructing the best of The Whitlams’ 

repertoire with an assortment of new 

songs and classic Americana. The five-

piece band features Rod McCormack and 

Matt Fell, two CMAA Producers of the 

Year, on banjo and bass, and young gun 

Ollie Thorpe on electric and pedal steel 

guitar. The act debuted at the Tamworth 

Country Music Festival in 2022, and then 

wound its way down Australia’s east 

coast in a three-week tour that bonded 

their musical chemistry. The next step 

was selling out the capital cities on the 

Big City Debut tour, all the while chipping 

away at their January 2024 debut album. 

The themes of the group’s repertoire are 

proudly parochial. Rarely have Australian 

stories sounded so good on American 

instruments as when The Whitlams Black 

Stump casts forth tales of John Sattler’s 

jaw, of Ned Kelly’s sister Kate, and of our 

national impulse to blow up the pokies.

SUNDAY

PLAYING FOR 
CHANGE BAND
The Playing For Change Band is a tangible, travelling 

representation of the Playing For Change mission to 

inspire, connect and bring peace to the world through 

music. With a unique fusion of influences and talents 

in constant evolution since 2008, the band currently 

consists of 10 musicians from 10 countries, carrying 

music from the streets to the stage to the hearts of 

people. These musicians come from many different 

countries and cultures, but through music, they speak 

the same language. The Playing For Change Band is 

now touring the world and spreading the message 

of love and hope to audiences everywhere. To date, 

the Playing For Change Band has played over 400+ 

concerts in 25+ countries, including being one of the 

first to perform in Argentina’s DirectTV Arena, a tour 

in Brazil headlining for an audience of 35,000, and a 

tour in Australia as the opening act for Robert Plant. 

The band has collaborated with artists such as Bono, 

Keith Richards, Robert Plant, Jimmy Buffett, Stephen 

Marley, Manu Chao, Toots Hibbert, Ziggy Marley, Sara 

Bareilles, Keb’ Mo’, Baaba Maal, Tinariwen, Los Lobos, 

Bombino, The Doobie Brothers, Little Feat, and many 

more. When audiences see and hear musicians who 

have travelled thousands of miles from their homes, 

united in purpose and chorus, everyone is touched by 

music’s unifying power.

THURSDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY, MONDAY

JEROME WILLIAMS
Some people march to the beat of their own drum. 

Jerome Williams marches to the beat of his own guitar. 

When Jerome picks up an acoustic guitar, he makes 

it do things you’ve never heard before. Expect the 

unexpected as he switches from percussive guitar beats 

to spitting bars then suddenly throwing in some insane 

shredding. Kind of like if Drake and Slash had a mildly 

deranged lovechild. Unashamedly his authentic self, 

Jerome was put on this earth to perform. His mission is 

to make people want to get up and dance. Like no one’s 

watching of course. The more chaos, the better. He does 

this with a pure rawness and a mashup of rock, hip hop 

and funk. Whatever you do, don’t put Jerome in a box – 

he’ll break out of it! By day, Jerome is a captivating and 

gifted acoustic solo artist, and as the sun goes down, he 

becomes a phenomenal, high-powered frontman with 

only one speed - GO! Werewolf vibes but super friendly 

and fun. Speaking of wolves, Jerome has supported 

Byron Bay’s very own Wolfmother and performed 

all over Australia’s east coast, including Airlie Beach 

Music Festival, Byron Bay Guitar Festival, Byron Music 

Festival and, more recently, he played at Byron Bay’s 

famous Bluesfest 2023! Jerome Williams Band comes 

with a warning: wear comfy shoes. Jerome Williams 

Band brings their high energy to every single song they 

perform. They take you on a ride from toe-tapping to 

thigh-slapping and ultimately dancing with your hands 

in the air like you just don’t care. 

FRIDAY & MONDAY

PERRY STREET 
PARK
Perry Street Park is your new rock pop 

cure – stemming from Queensland’s 

south-eastern region, they crossed paths 

in the Meanjin/Brisbane music scene in 

2019, forming the band during the Covid-19 

pandemic. Fans of rock will appreciate 

Perry Street Park’s carefully cultivated 

sound; embodying modern rock (The 1975, 

Gang Of Youths, The Vanns) while also 

staying true to their Australian roots (Cold 

Chisel, INXS). Releasing their debut single 

‘She!’ in early 2022, PSP cut their teeth 

touring in the months that followed. From 

playing sets at Byron Bay Bluesfest and 

Airlie Beach Festival, to providing the pre-

game and half-time entertainment for the 

Gold Coast Titan’s 2022 season, the band’s 

popularity continues to grow. Capitalising 

on this success, they released debut EP 

Bad Habits, Broken Hearts at the tail end of 

2022, and three singles over the course of 

2023, garnering upwards of 77,000 streams 

across their discography on Spotify alone. 

Perry Street Park embarks on a new era, 

promising a whirlwind of new sounds, 

stages, and electrifying performances.

SATURDAY

The Whitlams Black Stump

The Playing For Change Band Jerome Williams Perry Street Park
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KATIE MELUA
Katie Melua is one of Britain’s most successful 

musical artists, having sold in excess of 11 million 

albums and received over 56 platinum awards. 

Originally from Georgia, Katie moved to the UK at a 

young age where she studied at the acclaimed Brit 

School of Performing Arts. It is her extraordinary 

voice, and the ability to truly inhabit a song, that 

has been her trademark since the young 19-year-old 

school graduate first appeared in 2003 performing 

‘The Closest Thing To Crazy’. One of the UK’s highest-

selling female recording artists of all time, Katie has 

released eight Top Ten studio albums: Call Off The 
Search, Piece By Piece, Pictures, The House, Secret 
Symphony, Ketevan, 2016’s self-produced, critically 

acclaimed In Winter, and most recently Album No. 8. 

Her latest album Love and Money is out now. Katie is 

an accomplished songwriter, composer, and arranger, 

and her songs have seen her tour globally to high 

critical acclaim. A constantly in-demand touring 

artist, Melua enchants her audiences worldwide with 

her uniquely powerful and captivating voice, flawless 

performances, and charming personality. Katie 

hasn’t toured Australia since 2005.

FRIDAY, SUNDAY, MONDAY

SNARKY PUPPY
Snarky Puppy is a collective of sorts 

with as many as 20 members in regular 

rotation. At its core, the band represents 

the convergence of both black and white 

American music culture with various 

accents from around the world. Japan, 

Argentina, Canada and the United 

Kingdom all have representation in the 

group’s membership. But more than the 

cultural diversity of the individual players, 

the defining characteristic of Snarky 

Puppy’s music is the joy of performing 

together in the perpetual push to grow 

creatively. ‘Our soundscape has expanded 

dramatically over the years,’ says Michael 

League, the band’s bassist and founder. 

‘When the band started, we were jazzier, 

brainy and music-oriented. Moving into 

the Dallas scene we became groovier, 

more emotional, deeper in a sense. We 

focused more on communicating a clear 

message, understandable to a listener, 

without dumbing things down’.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Playing schedule subject to change

Snarky Puppy

Katie Melua

FRIDAY 29FRIDAY 29THTH MARCH MARCH
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MESHELL NDEGEOCELLO
Meshell Ndegeocello is an unassuming colossus whose body of work extends far beyond the 

early hits and virtuosic bass playing with which she is most associated. Her taunting and funky 

breakout single, ‘If That’s Your Boyfriend (He Wasn’t Last Night)’, immediately set her apart as 

an instrumentalist, vocalist, songwriter, and producer. Less than a year after the song entered 

Billboard’s R&B/hip-hop, dance, and pop charts, Ndegeocello was nominated for four Grammys, 

including Best R&B Album for Plantation Lullabies (1993) and Best Pop Vocal Collaboration for 

‘Wild Night’, her Top Ten hit duet with John Mellencamp. Ndegeocello has remained impossible to 

typecast ever since. A preternatural synthesist, she has mixed and moved across jazz, blues, soul, 

funk, and reggae, as well as folk and rock. As a leader, she has alternated just as freely between 

small combos and large ensembles, and as a session musician and featured artist has written and 

recorded across an even wider spectrum of styles. In addition to her lithe and melodic primary 

instrument the bass guitar, and vocals encompassing authoritative raps, pensive spoken word, 

and ethereal choruses, Ndegeocello has played keyboards, drums, and guitar, among other 

instruments. Nominated for eleven Grammys throughout her career, the pairing of Ndegeocello 

with H.E.R. for ‘Better Than I Imagined’, on Robert Glasper’s Black Radio III was the 2021 Grammy 

winner for Best R&B Song. THURSDAY & FRIDAY

Meshell Ndegeocello
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BRAD COX
Brad Cox, the beloved Australian artist 

and songwriter, has carved a remarkable 

path in the music scene, captivating 

audiences with his authentic spirit and 

down-to-earth persona. With a series of 

chart-topping albums and hit singles, Cox 

has solidified his place as one of the most 

celebrated musicians in the country. In 

2023, Brad’s third studio album Acres 

reached #1 on ARIA Country Charts and #7 

on ARIA Album Chart and was awarded 

the Golden Guitar for ‘Top Selling Country 

Album of the Year’. The album stands as 

a testament to his versatility, navigating 

thematically from earthy country pop to 

heartfelt piano-led ballads and anthemic 

party songs. Following the album release 

Brad and his band of brothers embarked 

on the Acres tour which was met with 

overwhelming support, with packed 

houses singing along word for word, 

highlighting Brad’s powerful connection 

with his fans, and his established status 

as a renowned festival headline act.

SUNDAY

DIRTY HONEY
Some musicians take a while to build an audience and connect with 

fans. For the Los Angeles quartet Dirty Honey, success came right out 

of the gate, and hasn’t let up one bit. To start, the band’s 2019 debut 

single, ‘When I’m Gone’, became the first song by an unsigned artist to 

reach No. 1 on Billboard’s Mainstream Rock chart. Their second single, 

‘Rolling 7s’, entered in the chart’s Top 5, and to date, its companion 

music video has exceeded ten million YouTube views. During the 

summer of 2019, Dirty Honey was the ‘must-see’ band at major 

North American rock festivals, and for their first US headline tour, 

every, single date was sold out. Dirty Honey their self-titled debut 

album – produced by Nick DiDia (Pearl Jam, Bruce Springsteen, Rage 

Against The Machine, Stone Temple Pilots) and recorded at his Byron 

Bay studio – captured the band’s lightning-in-a-bottle dynamics and 

energy of their live sound. The album hit the streets in April 2021, and 

made its bow on the Hard Rock Albums Chart at #2. 

After spending the past year conquering the UK and Europe with 

three sold-out tours, Dirty Honey – Marc LaBelle/vocals, John 

Notto/guitar, Justin Smolian/bass, and new drummer Jaydon 

Bean – returned to Byron Bay with DiDia in April 2023 to record their 

sophomore album, Can’t Find The Brakes. The album’s first single 

‘Won’t Take Me Alive’, is a literal, take-no-prisoners-balls-out rocker. 

Dirty Honey launched the first leg of their 2023-24 world tour in the 

US in September, supporting Guns N’ Roses, and headlined US dates 

until December 2023. 

SUNDAY & MONDAY

SATURDAY  30SATURDAY  30THTH MARCH MARCH
Playing schedule subject to change

Brad Cox

Dirty Honey
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BEN SWISSA
Meet Ben Swissa, Australia’s sensational 

17-year-old musical prodigy who is 

making waves in the industry. With 

a remarkable live debut at Bluesfest 

and an invitation to join Coterie on 

their Australia-wide tour, Ben has 

proven himself as the one to watch. 

Tash Sultana recognised his talent 

by selecting him as the winner of a 

nation-wide competition, solidifying his 

status as a rising star. Ben has garnered 

attention from top industry movers-and-

shakers including praise from Rolling 
Stone. Currently working on his first EP 

across Australia and America, Ben’s is 

also contributing extraordinary guitar 

virtuosity on collaborations with notable 

artists across the globe.

THURSDAY & SATURDAY

EMDEE
eMDee aka Mark Hoffmann is the 

number one underground, independent 

success story from the Northern 

Territory who has been wowing 

audiences with his high-energy sounds 

on the yidaki/didgeridoo for over 

20 years. eMDee’s duo high-energy 

performance is a unique, original 

composition of didgeridoo and drums 

heavily influenced by classic drum and 

bass, jazz and hip-hop that weave a 

story transcending time or space. eMDee 

plays with the greatest respect with 

permission from many First Nations 

elders such as Djalu, Bill Harney, David 

Gulpilil, David Blanasi and many more. 

eMDee does not, nor ever will, play 

cultural songs. He is aknowledged for 

inspiring an entire generation of First 

Nations youth to return to their roots 

to pick up the yidaki once more, by 

traditional owners based in Arnhem 

Land, home of the didgeridoo. Inspiring 

many performance acts such as Baker 

Boy and more to bring the yidaki into 

the modern era, eMDee is the only 

white yidaki player given permission by 

the Traditional Owners and respected 

First Nation elders from the NT, to play 

around the world. He’s also the only 

white didgeridoo player to be invited 

to participate in ceremony on Country. 

eMDee has been acknowledged for 

his unique style of playing by the now 

deceased David Blanasi, who coined 

the term ‘aeroplane style’ in the early 

’90s and has been noted as a true 

ambassador for multiculturalism and 

bridging the gap by actor David Gulpilil.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

PJ MORTON
PJ Morton is a soul singer, songwriter, 

performer and producer based in New 

Orleans. With four consecutive years 

of Grammy wins as a self-released, 

self-produced artist, chart-topping 

achievements and countless 

collaborations, his album Watch The 
Sun was the next step in a remarkable 

career that continues to bridge styles, 

traditions, and generations. Released in 

2022 on his own Morton Records, Watch 
The Sun features Stevie Wonder, Nas, Jill 

Scott, JoJo, El DeBarge, Chronixx, Wale, 

Alex Isley and more. In August 2023 he 

released Watch the Sun Live: The Mansion 
Sessions, featuring Susan Carol, Shelea, 

Kenyon Dixon, and more. Following 

the breakthrough of his Gumbo LP in 

2017 and the six albums he’s released 

since then, PJ Morton has experienced 

a prolific and critically-acclaimed 

streak that has also led to his first-ever 

NAACP Image Award and Soul Train 

nominations, BET Award nominations, 

sold-out shows at the historic Apollo 

Theatre and far beyond. His resume also 

includes work with Erykah Badu, Jon 

Batiste, Yebba and many others. 

SATURDAY, SUNDAY, MONDAY

PIERCE 
BROTHERS
Twin brothers Jack and Patrick Pierce’s 

high-energy duo Pierce Brothers has 

been a staple of the Australian indie-folk/ 

blues and roots scene for years. Bursting 

onto the global stage in 2014, Pierce 

Brothers embarked on their musical 

journey as buskers on Bourke Street. 

Before long, their performances became 

an absolute must-see for anyone in the 

know. Their music, like their journey, has 

evolved, resulting in a debut album that 

climbed to top 15 on the ARIA charts, 

along with two EPs that made it into the 

Top 10. Their tracks have garnered over 

30 million streams worldwide. Dreams 

became reality when they headlined 

a sold-out Forum Theatre, before 

embarking on an expansive world tour, 

headlining venues across the globe, 

supported the likes of Tash Sultana, Boy 

& Bear, The Cat Empire as well as gracing 

the lineups of massive festivals in North 

America, Europe, South Africa, and 

Australia. As they ventured into 2023, the 

brothers kicked off the year with an epic 

single, ‘High & Unsteady’, a collaboration 

with the platinum award-winning Tash 

Sultana, garnering over one million 

streams and earning a spot on Spotify’s 

‘Happy Folk,’ ‘Indie Highlights,’ and 

‘Discover Weekly’ playlists. Their long-

awaited Australian metro and regional 

headline tour in 2023 was a sold-out 

success, cementing their status as an 

unstoppable force in the music industry 

and a must-see act in 2024.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY

PORTUGAL. 
THE MAN
Over the past decade, Portugal. The Man 

has established themselves as one of 

rock’s most prized possessions and a 

live phenomenon, with over 1,600 shows 

under their belts and a storied reputation 

as festival favourites. Originally heralding 

from Alaska, the Portland-based band 

– comprised of John Gourley, Zach 

Carothers, Kyle O’Quin, Eric Howk, Jason 

Sechrist and Zoe Manville – soared to 

new heights in 2017 with the release 

of their RIAA certified-gold album, 

Woodstock. The album was marked by 

the astounding success of their infectious 

single, ‘Feel It Still’, which earned the 

group a plethora of new accolades – 

including a Grammy Award for Best 

Pop Duo/Group Performance, a 5x RIAA 

platinum certified single certification, a 

mind-blowing 20-week residency at #1 

on alternative radio, and an inescapable 

presence on the Top 40 airwaves.

THURSDAY

VEGAN & GLUTEN FREE FOOD AVAILABLE

Billi Indian
Authentic

Indian Restaurant

FAMILY FRIENDLY MENU

OPEN OVER EASTER

8 Wilfred St, Billinudgel
BYO • Credit cards • 6680 3352

indian
billi

•  NEW CHEF
• NEW WEEKLY SPECIALS

• 10% OFF DELIVERIES ON THURSDAY 
NIGHTS UNTIL APRIL 18TH 

Formerly ‘Just Funkin Music’

New & Used records and CDs for all tastes

Serving fresh St Ali coffee

Easter Trading Hours:
Good Friday - 9.00am - 3.00pm

Saturday - 8.00am - 3.00pm
Easter Sunday - 8.00am - 2.00pm
Easter Monday - 9.00am - 5.00pm
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Jack and Patrick Pierce

PJ Morton

eMDee
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THE TESKEY BROTHERS
Sam and Josh Teskey, known around the world as The Teskey Brothers, are no strangers to 

Bluesfest having performed across many of its five stages in various capacities over the years. 

Going back even further, a young Josh was known to make the annual pilgrimage north at Easter 

time to witness the likes of Buddy Guy, Taj Mahal, Charles Bradley, Richard Clapton, Chain and 

many others. All of which had a magic and profound effect on him. Over the past ten years The 

Teskey Brothers have proven themselves capable of their own magic, reaching global success 

in a fashion most unexpected for a blues band out of Melbourne. Their soul-drenched take on 

rock, folk and blues across three studio albums has struck an undeniable chord with music lovers 

around the world. 2023’s The Winding Way was no exception, landing at #1 on the ARIA album 

chart and receiving critical acclaim. On the back of it they’ve played sold-out headline shows all 

across Europe, UK and North America, iconic festivals such as Glastonbury, Montreux Jazz and 

Austin City Limits, and even opened for Bruce Springsteen in Milan. Along with their stunning 

eight-piece band The Teskey Brothers will close out their massive Australian tour at none other 

than their spiritual home at Tyagarah. SUNDAY

THE CRUEL SEA
The Cruel Sea is reuniting with original band members Dan Rumour, Jim Elliott and Ken Gormly 

to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the release of their phenomenal, 5 x ARIA Award-winning / 

Triple Platinum album, The Honeymoon Is Over. Guitarist/keyboardist Matt Walker will take the 

place of the late James Cruickshank. While the five-piece was already a fixture on the live scene 

with two acclaimed albums, it was their 1993 third studio album, produced by Tony Cohen, that 

thrust the band into the spotlight and firmly planted itself in the Top 40 charts for two years after 

its release, becoming a favourite with many for years to come. SATURDAY

ZIGGY ALBERTS
Ziggy Alberts is an Australian singer-songwriter and author who has established himself as one 

of Australia’s leading independent artists. His genuine grassroots story has lifted his artistry into 

universal acclaim, captivating audiences across the globe – a testament to his songwriting ability 

and powerful live performance. Founder of his own independent label, Commonfolk Records, 

and book publishing house, Commonfolk Publishing, Ziggy Alberts has managed to craft what 

many musicians and authors dream of – the ability to tell a story on their own terms. His sixth 

studio album, Dancing In The Dark, is no exception, providing yet another example of how he 

showcases his artistic growth and shares his ever-evolving story with the world. In 2022, Ziggy 

was awarded an APRA for his track ‘letting go’. He has also earned ARIA Platinum certifications for 

‘Laps Around The Sun’ (Double Platinum), ‘Gone’, ‘Runaway’, ‘Heaven’, ‘Love Me Now’, ‘Stronger’ 

and Four Feet in the Forest (EP) plus, Gold certifications for his Laps Around The Sun album and six 

tracks in his catalogue. With over 1.6 million monthly listeners on Spotify alone, global show sizes 

on the continuous rise and praise from the likes of Billboard Magazine, American Songwriter, Ear 
Milk and Clash UK, there is no doubt this will be Ziggy Alberts’ year. THURSDAY

1313
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Playing schedule subject to change

Ziggy AlbertsThe Cruel SeaSam and Josh Teskey
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DA MANAGER
Da Manager is a powerhouse four-piece 
rock band that’s causing quite a stir 
on the music scene after winning the 
2023 Bluesfest Busking Grommets 
Competition. Despite their youthful 
ages, these talented teenagers are 
making waves with their electrifying 
performances and raw sound. Hailing 
from the coastal region of northern 
New South Wales on Bundjalung 
country, Da Manager is made up of 
Banjo Golder on vocals and guitar, Arlo 
Kirk on lead guitar, Phoenix Preston on 
bass and Cruz Kill on drums. Drawing 
inspiration from iconic Australian 
bands like Grinspoon, Wolfmother, 
and early Silverchair, Da Manager has 
managed to capture the essence of the 
’90s grunge and alternative rock era 
while infusing it with their own youthful 
energy. Da Manager’s sound is a perfect 
blend of aggressive riffs, thundering 
drums, and soulful lyrics. Their songs 
resonate with a sense of rebellion and 
youthful exuberance, making them a 
magnet for fans both young and old. In 
2023 Da Manger released their first EP 
Prequel onto all streaming platforms 
and recently recorded their newest 
single ‘Max 20’ with Grammy and Aria 
award-winning producer Nick DiDia at 
his Brooklet recording studio.

SATURDAY

WILSN
Possessing the kind of voice that 
stops you in your tracks, WILSN 
makes classic soul music with a 
contemporary approach and a healthy 
dose of raw power. Originally hailing 
from Geelong, WILSN, aka Shannon 
Busch, moved to Melbourne out of 
high school to study jazz at the city’s 
prestigious Victorian College of the 

Arts. Upon signing a publishing deal 
with Pulse, she relocated to America 
and spent two years in writing rooms 

with Grammy Award-winning writers 

honing her craft, before being asked to 
join The Teskey Brothers on their 2019 
UK/Europe tour. Moving back home 

to Melbourne at the start of 2020 she 

began recording anew with producer 
Stephen Charles (Blessed, Tyne-James 
Organ). These sessions birthed her 

debut album Those Days Are Over 
which was released through Ivy 
League Records in Australia and Virgin 
Records in the US and UK/EU. Full of 

jaw-dropping vocal performances, the 

record exciting fusion of modern soul, 
pop, jazz and Motown and has all the 
hallmarks of an instant classic.

SUNDAY & MONDAY

THE PAPER 
KITES
The Paper Kites are a folk/rock 

five-piece from Melbourne, Australia. 

Formed in 2010, members include 

Sam Bentley, Christina Lacy, David 

Powys, Samuel Rasmussen and Josh 

Bentley. The ARIA-nominated group 

have released five studio albums, with 

their most recent record Roses (2021) 

garnering over 88 million streams 

and Double J’s Feature Album. 

They received 160 million streams 

in 2022 alone from their 6.5 million 

monthly listeners, and over 1 billion 

streams across their catalogue. Their 

single ‘Bloom’ was recently certified 

platinum in the US, Canada, Australia, 

Italy and The Netherlands.

FRIDAY

19-TWENTY
19-Twenty lads have been whipping 

up a frenzy on the festival scene for 

good reason. They are electric; an 

infectious riff and groove-based blue-

billy-grass-rockin’-roots band. Their 

high-energy sonic party headlining 

shows have sold out in all states and 

territories. Performing anywhere 

and everywhere, this straight-up 100 

per cent independent act has been 

steadily gaining new music fans and 

friends around Australia and Europe, 

including Belgium, The Netherlands 

and Germany

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY

STEVE POLTZ
Some people start life with a plan. 

Not Steve. He opens himself up to 

the universe in a way most of us will 

never be loose enough to achieve, 

and the universe responds with 

a wink, a seemingly bottomless 

well of inspiration, and the talent 

to truly connect with an audience. 

With a cult following that includes 

fellow musicians, regular folks and 

festival goers who stumble onto his 

performances, there’s no common 

denominator to Steve’s fans. Born 

in Halifax, Nova Scotia and raised 

in San Diego, CA Steve toured and 

recorded with San Diego cult favorites 

The Rugburns (they still play annual 

sold-out reunion shows). But it was 

through his creative partnership 

with Jewel that he vaulted into 

the national spotlight; co-writing 

her multiplatinum Billboard Hot 

100-busting smash, You Were Meant 

For Me, and continues to work with 

her to this day. Over the years, the 

Nashville-based troubadour has 

built a fascinating solo catalog, 

earmarked by his debut, One Left 
Shoe, Dreamhouse, Folksinger, and 

2019’s Shine On. 

SUNDAY & MONDAY

TAJ FARRANT
Taj Farrant has taken the world by 

storm with his exceptional guitar skills 

and captivating performances. At just 

14 years old, Taj has already made a 

name for himself, leaving audiences 

in awe of his talent and potential. Taj 

was born into a family with a deep 

appreciation for music, which played 

a significant role in shaping his early 

life. Growing up in Australia, Taj was 

exposed to a variety of musical genres 

from a young age, thanks to his 

parents’ diverse taste in music. It all 

started at an AC/DC concert at the age 

of six. Sitting on his Pops’ shoulder’s 

he witnessed Angus Young come up 

through the stage rocking to ‘You 

Shook Me All Night Long’. He leant 

down to his Dad and said ‘I want to 

do that for the rest of my life!’. The 

rest they say is history. Taj’s ability to 

connect with his audience through 

his music has earned him a loyal 

fan base, eager to witness his future 

endeavours. With his undeniable 

talent and growing popularity, Taj 

has a promising future ahead of him 

in the music industry. He has already 

attracted the attention of industry 

professionals, leading to speculation 

about potential collaborations and 

future projects. Taj’s unique playing 

style and musical influences set him 

apart from his peers, positioning him 

as a force to be reckoned with in the 

music world.

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY

ERJA LYYTINEN
Erja Lyytinen is one of the leading 

blues-rock guitarists on the 

international touring circuit. During 

a recording career spanning 19 

years, the High-Flying Finn has 

released twelve studio albums as 

well as several live albums. Lyytinen’s 

musical pallet is vast, encompassing 

the very best of contemporary blues-

rock whilst inspired and influenced by 

the blues greats of yore. The artist’s 

last studio album Waiting for the 
Daylight was released in 2022 and 

was ranked #3 on Finland’s Official 

Physical Album Charts and #14 on 

the IBBA October Charts in the UK. 

The first single released from Erja’s 

latest studio offering, ‘Bad Seed’ was 

chosen as the 13th Best Rock Song of 

the year by Classic Rock Magazine. 

Furthermore, Lyytinen’s guitar solo 

from ‘Bad Seed’ reached 10th place 

in Guitar World’s Best guitar solo of 

2022 reader’s poll. Lyytinen has been 

acknowledged for her work by her 

fans, peers, and the industry alike 

with a treasure trove of accolades. 

This includes being ranked #2 on 

Total Guitar Magazine’s “10 Best 

Guitarists Now” poll as well as being 

awarded ‘Best Guitarist’ at the 2017 

European Blues Awards. Erja made 

history by being the first Finnish artist 

nominated at Canada’s Maple Blues 

Awards in the B.B. King International 

Artist of the Year category.

FRIDAY, SUNDAY, MONDAY

OPEN EVERY DAY 
FROM 7.30AM TO 2.30PM 
For your pre Bluesfest 
coffee, breakfast or brunch

@folkbyronbay

1/399 Ewingsdale Rd, Byron Bay

PRIVATE DRIVER & TRANSFERS

0473 663 357

EURO 4X4
6 PEOPLE
BOOKINGS REQUIRED

ANSFERS
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Experience the magic of North Byron Hotel, where you’ll 
find a mecca of incredible food, great music and a relaxed 
atmosphere that perfectly captures the vibe of Byron Bay.

Soak up the sunshine in our lush gardens with freshly mixed 
cocktails, seasonal eats and friends, both old and new!

Step next door to the North Byron Liquor Merchants and 
take home a tipple from the best boutique bottle shop in 

the region. Try locally sourced spirits, craft beers and hand-
selected wines with weekly tastings on offer.

Discover more at North Byron Hotel.

WEEKEND BREAKFAST
EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY | 8-11AM

Start your weekend right with 
breakfast at North Byron Hotel. With 
fresh, locally-sourced food and a 
relaxed atmosphere, gather your 
crew and make a day of it.

EASTER WEEKEND
MARCH 29TH-31ST

Join us in the Garden Bar for fun for 
the whole family all Easter Weekend. 
Enjoy live music, food specials and 
an Easter Sunday roast and kids 
activities including an egg hunt 
hosted by North Byron Hotel Easter 
Bunnies.

DRAG TRIVIA
EVERY MONDAY, FROM 6PM

Add a little oomph to your Monday 
nights with Drag Trivia hosted by the 
queen herself, Terry Daktyl. It’s free 
to play with prizes up for grabs. Bring 
your mates and make it a weekly 
ritual.
*Strong language may be present

THENORTHBYRONHOTELWWW.NORTHBYRONHOTEL.COM.AU02 6685 6500 61 BAYSHORE DRIVE BYRON BAY 2481

1515
MONDAY 1MONDAY 1STST APRIL APRIL

Playing schedule subject to change

The best Bluesfest hack I 

have discovered in the last 

few years is definitely the 

Bluesfest app.

Every year, I find there are so 

many artists that I want to see, 

and I have trouble keeping 

track of them all.

This little doo-dah lets you 

plan your days – it has all the 

information you need about the 

artists, the playing schedules, 

as well as catching buses to 

the event, bringing the family 

and whether you’re going 

to be able to find something 

vegan or gluten-free to eat 

when you get there (you will).

It’s a great little tool for 

when you have a free space 

in between two artists that 

you really want to see, it can 

show you at a touch, other 

artists that are playing at that 

time and you just might find 

the best little treasure you 

ever saw at Bluesfest.

But the best thing is there is 

less foot slogging – my ankles 

turned 60 last birthday and 

if I can save a bit of energy 

walking from stage to stage, 

then I am a happy camper!

You can download the app 

for free at your friendly 

neighbourhood app store.

Eve Jeffery

GET YOURSELF THE BLUESFEST APP

 HERE COME THE MUMMIES
Here Come the Mummies is an eight-piece funk-rock band of 5,000 year-old Egyptian Mummies with 

a one-track mind. Their Terrifying Funk from Beyond the Grave is sure to get you into them (and 

possibly vice versa). Since their discovery, HCTM has been direct support for P-Funk, Al Green, Mavis 

Staples, KC and the Sunshine Band, and Cheap Trick; rocked Super Bowl Village; become a regular 

on The Bob and Tom Show; appeared on That’s My Jam with Jimmy Fallon; played massive festivals 

like Summer Fest, Summer Camp, Common Ground, Musikfest, and Suwannee Hulaween; and sold 

tickets by the thousands across large swaths of North America. Maybe that’s why the ladies (and 

some dudes) can’t stop losing their minds over these mayhem-inducing mavens of mirth. Some say 

they were cursed after deflowering a great Pharaoh’s daughter. Others claim they are reincarnated 

Grammy-winning studio musicians. Regardless, HCTM’s mysterious personas, cunning song-

craft, and unrelenting live show will bend your brain, and melt your face. Get ready! Here Come 

The Mummies. THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY, MONDAY
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www.byronhealing.com.au
Your guide to maintaining health and wellbeing in Byron and the Northern Rivers

Do you need a massage, yoga class or nourishing treatment these holidays?
Head to the Byron Healing website to view a host of wonderful spas, wellness centres, practitioners, classes and health based retailers in the region.

NEWTON’S LAW OF THE SCIENCE OF SUPPORTING, 
SPONGEBOB AND HAVING ENOUGH FUN
NEWTON FAULKNER is continually 

adjusting to a music landscape 

dominated by flux, he’s moved from 

the phenomenal success of his debut 

album Hand Built By Robots to the 

surging triumph of ‘Write It On Your 

Skin’– from Studio Zoo – which was the 

first album ever to be live streamed 

online while being recorded.

Newton in the past has often found himself in 

his home studio working away solo, but not 

for this next record or in fact this tour. The 

next phase for Newton is full of collaboration 

which you can feel in the music to come. Seeing 

these songs come to life on stage is going to be 

nothing short of joyous.

What do you love about festivals?

To be honest, festivals are my favourite things I 

get to do. It’s that perfect blend.

Normally there are two types of gigs. There are 

gigs where you’re headlining and people are 

there to see you, and then there’s gigs where 

you’re supporting someone else, and they’re 

there to see someone else. And the job is 

different in both of those circumstances. So if 

they’re there to see you, you’re starting from that 

point, they’re already converted.

If it’s a support slot, then it’s different. I kind 

of got into the science of it, it was really fun. I 

loved it. And I had the opportunity to support 

lots of amazing artists, but the roles are different 

and I think festivals are the perfect blend of 

both, because that first chunk of people, are 

the people who are there to see you, and then 

for me, it’s all about that kind of moving, swirl 

further back. If you can get them to stop.

For me, a festival ‘win’ is seeing someone walk 

past, like at the end of one of the bits of the rope 

holding the tent up, and seeing them be like, 

‘Oh, that’s interesting’, and then seeing them 

edging in.

I was in the acoustic tent at Glastonbury – and I 

watched this guy. He had a wild hat on so I could 

really follow his movements. I watched him start 

as far back as he possibly could. And he ended 

up near enough for me to talk to him, which is 

amazing. 

I’m very interested in your secrets of 

the science of supporting.

What it comes down to is, on the drive home. So 

they’ve seen you and they’ve seen someone else. 

You want to be not the only one that is talked 

about not the whole drive home, but just at least 

get a mention. 

So to begin with, I tried to do it with whole songs 

and fiddly guitar – quite wide, lofty, conceptual 

things, and then I realised you could do it in 

a matter of seconds by just doing something 

absolutely stupid. It really stuck with them. 

For me that took a few different forms I mean, I 

went through stages of basically bartering with 

the crowd – so if they got involved enough for me 

to split them into four groups and get them doing 

something together, I swore to them I would 

embarrass myself by playing the SpongeBob 

SquarePants theme – now I have played the 

SpongeBob tune A LOT!

So it’s that thing of just being willing to be 

ridiculous – but, people were talking about me 

on the way home and because they did that 

I’d get ‘follows’ the next morning and it kind of 

snowballs because you’ve managed to stay in 

their mind.

What is it that inspires you?

It’s changed a lot over the years. I think it has to. 

And I think at the moment truly what’s inspiring 

is I’ve just had my second child. That’s obviously 

a hugely inspiring thing. I got married halfway 

through last year, and it’s just, I guess, what I 

thought I was capable of feeling just keeps expand-

ing further than I could ever possibly imagine. 

Are you having enough fun?

Currently, I’m not quite having enough fun. 

I think I’ve been quite serious, especially at the 

end of last year. There’s been some stuff I’ve had 

to deal with. And I’ve had to be… my eyebrows 

have had to lower and I had to put on my ‘man’ 

voice. And I had to get some stuff done. But I do 

think I’m coming out the other side of that now, 

but also, with all the seriousness of parenthood 

in terms of – you’ve got to step up and you’ve 

got to be a good parent – there’s also so much 

silliness involved in that. I spend a large portion 

of my evenings just making like a ‘pee’ noise 

that my son just hysterically laughs at. It goes 

on for about half an hour that I should have 

been putting him to bed. That’s like naughty 

dad. Bedtime high jinks. I’m having enough 

‘baby’ fun, and 12-year-old fun, which is playing 

Fortnight and trying to work out why I’m terrible 

at it. I don’t think I’m ever gonna have enough 

‘adult’ fun.

You can have plenty of fun when you see 

Newton Faulkner on Sunday and Monday.

1616
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Eden at Byr�
Australia has over 24,000 species of 

native plants, and about 85% of them are 

endemic. 

Australian native plants are a diverse 

group, thanks to the extraordinary range 

of climatic conditions and soil types in this 

country. Plants have adapted to survive in 

environments ranging from coastal heath, 

through rainforest, to the arid outback. 

So, wherever you are, there will be many 

native plants that will happily grow in 

your garden. Native plants are not only 

beautiful and productive, but they are 

essential for the survival of our native 

animals. While many native animals will 

happily feed on introduced species, some, 

like the larvae of the Richmond birdwing 

butterfly, will not. 

Visit Eden at Byron to explore the great 

range of native plants suitable for our 

climate.

140 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay

02 6685 6874

Welc�e to 
Isl�d Luxe,
two �ique 
locati�s, 
two �ique 
exפriences
In 2007 Island Luxe was created in an old 

building with original turn of the century 

architectural features. It became a perfect 

blank canvas, its pure white stucco walls 

allowing curated artisanal pieces to 

become the main focus.

Using nature’s palette of muted colours 

puts a greater emphasis on textures, 

materials, ceramics and fabrics.

Every piece you see, touch or experience 

allows you to feel the spirit of the 

craftsmen who put all of their energy, skill 

and love into their creations.

In 2010 Island Luxe Tribe was created; 

a darker, more mysterious space with a 

cool palette of concrete, steel and raw 

reclaimed timber offering respite from the 

tropical heat of the street and a feeling 

of discovering treasure deep in the 

shadows.

Island Luxe

62 Byron Street, Bangalow

info@islandluxe.com.au

Island Luxe Tribe

1/11 Marvell Street, Byron Bay

tribe@islandluxe.com.au

Pro Sol�
Unlock more energy with JA Bifacial 

Panels through ProSolar Australia

Harness the power of both sides with JA 

Bifacial Solar Panels. These cutting-edge 

panels capture sunlight not only from 

the front but also from the back surface, 

maximising energy generation. In optimal 

conditions, they can produce up to 30% 

more energy than traditional monofacial 

panels. 

Key features include: Percium technology 

- High-performance cells encapsulated in 

glass-glass panels; reliability - superior 

low irradiance performance; dual-glass 

design - ensures better reliability and 

energy yield.

Whether for residential or commercial use, 

JA Bifacial Panels are your gateway to 

efficient, sustainable energy. 

Contact the ProSolar Australia team today 

to embrace the future of solar power! 

02 7912 0760

admin@prosolaraustralia.com.au

prosolaraustralia.com.au

Po�ring 	e N
	ern Ri�rs Since 1987
Founded by solar pioneer ‘Peter Pedals’ 

in 1987, Rainbow Power Company’s 

vision hasn’t changed. With $90, 

some solar know-how, and a passion 

for the environment, it all began with 

rechargeable torches.

Started when there were only a handful 

of businesses registered to sell solar, 

the company’s aim was to be a major 

protagonist of the increased use of 

renewable energy both in Australia and 

overseas.

They want to inspire a people-led clean 

energy future to reduce global emissions. 

To empower people to become their own 

power stations by harnessing the power 

of the sun (and storing that power for 

night-time).

Go charge your EV at their FREE charging 

station at their Nimbin HQ and find out 

how they can help get your Power On. 

02 6689 1430  

team@rpc.com.au

nki g
S PA C E S

am   

Why buy � adjustable �d?
The questi� sh
ld �: why not?
An adjustable bed lets you customise 

your position, helping to keep your 

spine aligned, reducing pressure on 

your lower back and hips, improving 

circulation to provide a deeper state of 

relaxation. Whether you’re sleeping, or 

in bed reading, working on your laptop 

or watching TV, an adjustable bed can 

adjust to provide the support you need, 

while reducing strain on your neck and 

back. With a selection of optional features 

like vibration massage, USB ports and 

underbed lighting, Beds R Us Byron Bay 

has everything you need to make your 

sleep and relaxation more comfortable 

and supportive.

Come in, chill out and lay down

Beds R Us

16 Brigantine Street, 

Byron Arts and Industry Estate

02 6685 5212
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Murwillumbah Youth Action Group Presents

Express - Empower - Get Loud

 - Prizes – Competitions
Battle of the bands - Talent Quest  

Free workshops - Youth Stalls
  Bubble Soccer - Games

Food Trucks – Skate Fun & more

0481 982 068
Insta: @murbahyouth2484

youthworker@mccentre.org.au

Saturday
13 April 2024
10am - 3pm

Knox Park
Murwillumbah

Wet weather alternative
Muwillumbah Community Centre

Express - Empower - Get Loud

Murwillumbahbahah YoYoYo thuthuth AcAcActiotiotion Gn Gn Grourouro p PresentsMurwillummbababahah YoYouthuth AcActiotion Gn Grouououro p Pp p resents

W O R K S H O P
C R E A T I V E
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F O R
M O R E  I N F O

O R  T O  B O O K
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B A N G A L O W

NORPA’S WILD RIDE AT 
LISMORE SHOWGROUNDS 
NORPA is taking audiences on an adventure outside the theatre 

once again, announcing it will stage its original work Wildskin in a 

warehouse space at the Lismore Showgrounds.

A sensory, destination theatre experience, Wildskin inhabits an 

outrageous and unpredictable world that’s part bush-thriller, part 

road-trip and a whole lot of NORPA’s signature theatrical style.

From the company that brought you Love for One Night at the 

Eltham Hotel, Wildskin will transform the space at the Lismore 

Showgrounds to immerse you in the story from the moment 

you arrive. Be taken on a wild ride with Eva, who believes the 

only way to mend her broken life is to go on the road, solo. 

Lost, alone and under-prepared, she is soon breaking rules, and 

embracing danger.

First performed in 2018, Wildskin thrilled audiences with its whip-

smart dialogue and hilarious physicality and was hailed as ‘A visual 

and emotional feast’ (Australian Stage), and ‘Inventive, playful, 

accessible and life-affirming’ (ArtsHub).

Wildskin director and NORPA Artistic Director, Julian Louis, has 

turned up the dial for the 2024 version, relishing the opportunities 

presented by reimagining Wildskin as a site-specific work.

‘Wildskin at the Lismore Showgrounds is a fantastic new beast, 

using an atmospheric location that perfectly lends itself to 

NORPA’s playful and physical style of storytelling,’ he says. ‘We’re 

creating a whole experience and doing what we love as a 

company, taking theatre into surprising places, pushing the form, 

and bringing audiences with us. It’s going to be a wild ride!’

Wildskin roars into the Lismore Showgrounds from September 

12, for a limited season only, with tickets on sale now through 

norpa.org.au. Like Love for One Night at The Eltham Hotel 

Wildskin at the Lismore Showgrounds is bound to sell out, so 

round up your mates and book your tickets for a night of daring 

and joyous theatre.

Wildskin by NORPA – September 12 to 28 at the the Lismore 
Showgrounds, 116 Alexandra Parade, North Lismore NSW. 
Tickets on sale now at www.norpa.org.au.

DYNAMIC, RUSTIC YET POLISHED
Animal Ventura is the brainchild of Byron Bay-based 

singer-songwriter Fernando Aragones. Growing 

up playing punk and reggae in noisy garage bands 

in Southern Brazil, Aragones ventured to Australia 

where the eclectic sounds of the Sydney music 

scene beckoned.

It’s very little wonder that this eclectic artist has been 

quickly embraced – from the skate parks in Brazil 

to surf breaks across Australia, Animal Ventura has 

rapidly stormed the industry with numerous festival 

appearances and gigs throughout Brazil, Europe, the 

UK and New Zealand, as well as chalking up some 

Aussie royalty supports.

Whether at solo capacity or with his full band mode, 

Animal Ventura’s live performance is dynamic, 

rustic yet polished and has the ability to transport 

the listener to different parts of the globe through 

stunning music.

Sunday at the North Byron Hotel from 12pm.
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FROM 12 SEPTEMBER
LISMORE SHOWGROUNDS
Buses from Byron and Ballina – see website

BOOK NOW
norpa.org.au
02 6622 0300

Don’t miss this wild and darkly comical 
destination theatre experience, from the 
team behind Love For One Night.

LAID-BACK BUT LIVELY
Ooz is an acoustic roots reggae artist with a large, 

eclectic repertoire of crowd favourites. His unique, 

laid-back but lively style creates a relaxed atmosphere 

and his song choices have you remembering many of 

those forgotten classics. His ability to create layers with 

a loop pedal enables him to play bass guitar and lay 

percussion beats to accompany his performances and 

get the audience on their feet.

From beginning to end, Ooz will have heads nodding 

and toes tapping!

Saturday at the North Byron Hotel from1.30pm.

THE PICTURE HOUSE IS TURNING 8
It feels like we were only just ringing in 

the new year days ago and here we are 

approaching Easter weekend at The 
Brunswick Picture House.

It’s already been a whirlwind start to 2024 

with their biggest and busiest program 

so far, bringing an eclectic mix of some of 

the hottest stand-up comedy, music gigs, 

film screenings and cabaret – and that 

was just last week! 

For those keeping track, Easter is extra 

meaningful to the ‘House, as they opened 

their doors back on the Easter weekend 

of 2016 with a wild, indescribable little 

show called the Cheeky Cabaret and they 

haven’t looked back!

The reputation of their outrageous 

genre-bending Cheeky has had people 

talking all over the Shire, with its 

weird and fabulous line-up, attracting 

international artists who would ordinarily 

play much bigger stages – it’s without 

question the wildest night you’ll have 

in the Northern Rivers! They’ve put 

together another bumper season of 

Cheeky starting this Thursday, March 
28 – running for three big weeks until 
April 14.

If you’ve been to more than their of our 

Cheeky shows, you’ll know that each 

season features a new cast – made up 

of troubadours, miscreants, delectable 

divas and cabaret queens – so no two 

shows are ever the same! You’ll leave 

spellbound, titillated and amazed.

Good nights out don’t get much better 

than this.

But it doesn’t stop there – the little ones 

need to be entertained too, so don’t 

miss the wild ride that is Lil’ Cheeky. This 

family-friendly circus bonanza is back 

in an all-new, all-ages circus show that 

no one – young or old – should miss. 

Two Saturday sessions on April 6 and 
April 13 at 2pm with family discounts 
available.

Want front-row seats to any of their 

events? Fancy a discount off your 

Cheeky tix… or any other gig? Then 

you should really think about joining 

their Housemate program. There are 

amazing benefits, including priority entry 

to all shows, a 20 per cent discount on 

tickets for you and three friends, special 

membership events and access to tickets 

throughout the year. You’ll also be 

supporting a local community not-for-

profit entertainment venue. Consider 

yourself a friend with benefits!

The Cheeky Garden Bar is open an hour 

before showtime – grab a bite and a 

fancy cocktail – before, during the show 

and at intervals.

And be sure to check out the upcoming 

program – there is so much to come! 

Tickets at brunswickpicturehouse.com.

LLAAIIDD-BBBAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Botanical public domain artworks by 
James Bolton (1735-1799),
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RECORDS GALORE!

Byron Bay Easter Record Fair returns again to Ewingsdale 

Hall. Now in its 15th year, the Byron Bay Easter Record Fair 

is one of the biggest and best in this country. Matt the Vinyl 

Junkie has spent years on buying trips to the US and Japan 

scouring dusty warehouses, shops, flea markets and private 

collections. He can offer an astounding 30,000 records in 

one place covering most genres.

A recent buying trip to Japan has further topped up the 

crates. The Vinyl Junkie will also be DJing most days at the 

fair and will be playing records from the crates so if you hear 

something you love be quick to buy the copy on the decks 

while it spins.

Starting Good Friday, March 29 the fair runs until Tuesday, 

April 2. This is an event not to be missed for any record lover. 

Open 10am to 6pm everyday.

Tonnes of fresh $5 stock added as well.

More at bayfm.org 

In your car? 
Jump onto BayFM at 99.9FM for the 
Shire’s own and only radio station.

On your device?
 Find us on your radio app, or go to the 
source at bayfm.org to listen live or to 

listen back via the Program Guide. 
Yep, you have options.

Richard Light Book Launch

Grief and Growth
RiRiR chchchararddd wiwiw lllll bbbe in conversatation with 
David Reiter on Thursday, 4 April at 6pm.
DrDrininksks aandnd nnibibblbleses pprorovivideded.d.
MuMusisic byby GGyayann EvEvananss anandd SiSimomon GrGreaeavves.

QUEER FAMILY VISIBILITY

Did you know that, statistically, if you’ve met a redhead, 

you’ve also met a trans person?

Over 800 trans and gender diverse people live in the Byron 

Shire, which includes at least 200 children. They’re often a 

bit hidden though, so come on down and celebrate with 

them this Trans Day of Visibility!

Join Queer Family as we showcase our local trans and 

gender-diverse creatives at this fun-filled, free, all-ages 

community event in Mullum town!

What: Art exhibition, interactive art shows, clay play, 

performances, musicians, DJ, dancing, food truck, kids’ zone 

with games and activities.

When: Sat April 6, 5–8pm.

Where: Secret location in Mullum central – Queer Family 

will email ticket holders 48 hours before the show so check 

your spam!

Cost: Free, but donations to support Queer Family’s 

community work are always welcome!

Get your tickets now at events.humanitix.com/host/
queer-family

If you’re a trans or gender-diverse creative and 

would like to have your work displayed, contact us at 

queerfamilynorthernrivers@gmail.com.

This is an all-ages, drug and alcohol-free event.

Queer Family would like to thank  partners and sponsors 

including FRRR, NRCF, Social Futures, Headspace, Tropical 

Fruits, and Red Tornado Arts.

A SEASONED BARD

Guy Kachel had an 

idyllic entry to the 

world of music. 

Born in Tamworth, 

he was raised on 

the banks of the 

Peel River. The 

landscape was a 

fertile ground for 

his imagination. 

Seeing this rustic 

world change, as 

Tamworth developed into 

an inland city and friends grew 

to sometimes troubled adulthoods, provided insights for 

the artistry that later powered his career as a performer.

His paternal grandfather, an itinerant harmonica duelist, 

gave him his first guitar at 15. However, bereft of musical 

guidance Guy progressed no further than the riff to Smoke 

on the Water until, as an apprentice electrician, he struck 

up a lifelong friendship with Lawrie Minson, who went on 

to become one of the country’s best-known journeyman 

musicians. Minson coached him through the rudiments 

of guitar and transplanted a love of hillbilly guitar picking 

and such southern-rock stalwarts as the Ozark Mountain 

Daredevils.

Skip forward several years and Guy found himself drifting 

east, to the Byron Shire where the fertile tropics energised 

his creative talents. He started writing songs, cathartically, 

about his past, Tamworth, the fate of his peers – and 

ultimately, himself. The result is startlingly confessional wry 

observations from a seasoned bard about people immersed 

in their dreams.

Guy Kachel will appear at the Ballina RSL as the special 
guest of the Soren Carlbergg Trio on Sunday from 
2.30pm at the Ballina RSL Boardwalk.

Byron Bay Easter Record Fair from March 29, Ewingsdale 
Hall, William Flick Lane, Ewingsdale. (Opposite The Farm)

WORKSHOP IN CREATIVE WRITING 
FOR BEGINNERS

Have you always felt like you have a novel in you, but 

don’t know where to start? Or have you begun the 

process and found yourself stuck with a bad case of 

writer’s block? Do you feel the call of creative writing, but 

would like to learn more about the mechanics? 

Consider this the shallow end of the pool, where you will 

learn all the basic elements of strong creative writing to 

put you in the best position to both create and continue 

your own writing practice. 

You will research, outline and learn the skills needed to 

create a well-paced, unique dialogue, leaving with one 

complete, or nearly complete, short story which will 

illustrate all of the methods and tools you’ve acquired; a 

template and roadmap to apply to your creative writing 

life; inspiration and big juicy ideas - and the skill set 

to bring them to life as well as new connections and 

contacts– and potentially a writers’ group!

Saturday April 13 and Saturday April 20 at 
Bangalow Showgrounds. 
Contact Naima Brown at duststar.com.au/workshops.
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108 Jonson St, Byron Bay

Session Times

Please check online for ALL films screening. Mercato Complex 3hrs FREE parking Validation for all Palace Cinemas 
customers. Session times subject to change - check web for most up to date sessions.

*NFT = No Free Tickets.
Book Online at palacecinemas.com.au

Thurs, March 28 – Wed, April 3

SPECIAL SCREENINGS
HATE TO LOVE: 
NICKELBACK (M) SPECIAL SCREENING

Sat: 3:00PM

LATE NIGHT WITH THE 
DEVIL (MA15+) BAD FRIDAY SCREENING

Fri: 8:30PM

ROBOT DREAMS (PG) ADV SCREENING

Sat: 1:00PM

FAMILY FILMS
GHOSTBUSTERS: FROZEN 
EMPIRE (PG) NFT

Daily except Sat, Wed: 11:00AM, 
1:50PM, 3:15PM, 5:45PM, 8:30PM.
Sat: 11:00AM, 1:50PM, 5:45PM, 
8:30PM.
Wed: 11:00AM, 1:50PM, 
3:15PM, 8:30PM

KUNG FU PANDA 4  (PG) NFT

Daily: 11:00AM, 1:10PM, 
2:15PM, 4:15PM, 6:30PM

THE TIGER'S APPRENTICE 
(PG) NFT

Daily except Sat: 11:15AM.
Sat: 11:00AM

ALL FILMS
ANATOMY OF A FALL (MA15+)

Daily: 4:15PM, 6:40PM

BOB MARLEY: ONE LOVE (M)

Daily except Sat: 1:30PM, 
4:20PM, 8:10PM.
Sat: 12:45PM, 4:20PM, 8:10PM

DUNE: PART TWO (M)

Daily except Sat: 11:00AM, 
1:10PM, 3:15PM, 6:15PM, 
7:15PM.
Sat: 11:00AM, 3:15PM, 6:15PM, 
7:15PM

FORCE OF NATURE: THE 
DRY 2 (M)

Daily except Sat: 1:00PM.
Sat: 1:10PM

GODZILLA X KONG: THE 
NEW EMPIRE (M) NFT

Daily: 11:30AM, 1:20PM, 
3:45PM, 6:10PM, 8:30PM 

IMMACULATE (MA15+)

Daily: 6:00PM

IO CAPITANO (MA15+) NFT

Daily: 11:15AM

LOVE LIES BLEEDING (MA15+)

Daily except Fri: 3:50PM, 
8:00PM.
Fri: 3:50PM

PERFECT DAYS (PG) NFT

Daily except Wed: 11:10AM, 
4:20PM, 7:00PM, 8:10PM.
Wed: 11:10AM, 4:20PM, 
7:00PM

THE NUT FARM (PG) NFT

Daily except Sat: 11:10AM, 
1:50PM.
Sat: 11:00AM, 1:50PM

THE ZONE OF INTEREST (M)

Daily: 2:00PM

WICKED LITTLE LETTERS
(MA15+) NFT

Daily: 11:10AM, 3:50PM, 
6:00PM

Session Times Ballina Fair Cinema

Ballina Fair Shopping Centre FREE parking Book Online at palacecinemas.com.au

Thurs, March 28 - Wed, April 3

DUNE: PART TWO (M)

Daily except Sat: 2:50PM, 
7:45PM.
Sat: 3:00PM, 7:45PM

GHOSTBUSTERS: FROZEN
EMPIRE (PG) NFT

Daily: 10:30AM, 1:00PM,
6:00PM

GODZILLA X KONG: THE
NEW EMPIRE (M) NFT

Daily: 10:20AM, 3:20PM,
6:10PM, 8:20PM

KUNG FU PANDA 4 (PG) NFT

Daily: 10:00AM, 12:00PM,
5:45PM

ROBOT DREAMS (PG) 

ADV SCREENING

Sat: 12:50PM

THE GREAT ESCAPER (M)

Daily except Sat: 12:45PM

THE TIGER'S APPRENTICE (PG)

ADV SCREENING

Daily: 2:00PM

WICKED LITTLE LETTERS
(MA15+) NFT

Daily: 3:50PM, 8:30PM

Palace Cinemas is proud to be preserving Ballina’s 
cherished community cinema, where we’ll continue 

bringing exceptional movie experiences to the 
vibrant Ballina audience!

47/84 Kerr St, Ballina

SCAN TO
 JOIN FOR FREE

To receive the

 absolute lowest 

ticket price and

special offers, be 

sure to join our

 Free Movie Club! 

*NFT = No Free Tickets

HAVE YOU SENT 
US YOUR GIG?

Submit your event to the Echo’s free Gig Guide. 

Running in The Echo and online at echo.net.au.

gigs@echo.net.au

CINEMA

WEDNESDAY 27
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, STEPHEN LOVELIGHT
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM BLUESFEST BUSKING 
COMP FINALS
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
BANGALOW BOWLO 
7.30PM BANGALOW 
BRACKETS OPEN MIC
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 6PM GABRIELLA 
COHEN + SARA YAEL, 
7PM WILD WOMEN
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 
6.30PM KARAOKE
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
6.30PM KINGY COMEDY – 
FEAT TOM SIEGERT
TWIN TOWNS, TWEED 
HEADS, THE SHOWROOM 
7.30PM GRAHAM NASH

THURSDAY 28
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, BEN WALSH
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM JASON DELPHIN + DJ 
LONGTIME
THE ROCKS, BYRON BAY, 
6PM COLBEY
NEWRYBAR HALL 5.30PM ART 
BYRON ARTIST DINNER – 
LARA MERRETT & SHAUN 
GLADWELL
LENNOX HOTEL HOTEL STAGE 
8PM THURSDAY JAM NIGHT
BALLINA RSL LEVEL ONE 
7PM THE BIG GIG COMEDY 
NIGHT – MC MANDY NOLAN 
FT TOM SIEGERT + ANISA 
NANDAULA
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM OOZ
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM CHEEKY 
CABARET
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 
5PM ALEX TILLEY
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 
6.30PM HUMAN DINOSAUR 
MACHINE + THUNDER GOD 
OF THE MULTIVERSE + 
PIPPIN
LISMORE CITY BOWLO 
7PM THE SUPPER CLUB

FRIDAY 29
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, HARRY NICHOLS
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
12PM BLUESFEST BUSKING 
COMP, 7.30PM MADISON KAT
THE NORTHERN, BYRON 
BAY, SMITH STREET BAND
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 
1PM INO PIO, 5.30PM DJ 
YASMIN
EWINGSDALE HALL 
10AM BYRON BAY EASTER 
RECORD FAIR
BANGALOW HOTEL CALLUM 
CREELMAN
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 
6PM TRILLAH
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM CHEEKY 
CABARET
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ OREN 
SELECTA
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
8PM KRAPPYOKEE WITH 
JESS
CLUB LENNOX 7PM JOE 
CONROY
SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA, 
2PM SAM BUCKLEY
KELP BAR, BALLINA, 6PM JAY 
& LYNDEY
CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 7PM KAFFENE
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 
7PM POLY & CO
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6PM MARTIN WAY
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
6PM GREGG PETERSON
SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 
6PM INO PIO

SATURDAY 30
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, PAPER LANE
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
8PM IZAEAH MARSH BAND + 
DJ JOEY TUCKSHOP
BYRON THEATRE 6PM S.A.S.H 
14TH BIRTHDAY
THE NORTHERN, BYRON 
BAY, THE FERAMONES

NORTH BYRON HOTEL 
1.30PM OOZ, 5PM DJ 
JR.DYNAMITE
BANGALOW HOTEL YOLAN
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 
4.30PM THE SWAMPS
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM CHEEKY 
CABARET
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY 
7PM Z-STAR TRINITY
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ 
DANE
EWINGSDALE HALL 
10AM BYRON BAY EASTER 
RECORD FAIR
THREE BLUE DUCKS, 
EWINGSDALE, 1PM INO PIO, 
5PM DJS JOE + ZACH
SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA, 
2PM THE WILDLIFE TWINS
CLUB LENNOX 7PM KAFFENE
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 
6PM OOZ
CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 8PM CHILDREN OF 
BOB
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 
7.30PM MP3 + DJ THE WHO’S 
WHO
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6PM JACK PERRY
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
6PM BLAKE EVANS DUO
SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 
6PM JAMES SUTHERLAND

SUNDAY 31
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, HAYLEY GRACE TRIO
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
4.30PM BOBBY ALU
KARKALLA, BYRON BAY, 
10AM MARTA KALANI
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 
12PM ANIMAL VENTURA
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4PM JB’S 
BLUES BREAKERS
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 6PM CHEEKY 
CABARET
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
3PM OPEN-MIC WITH THE 
SWAMP CATS

WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ ABEL 
EL TORO
EWINGSDALE HALL 
10AM BYRON BAY EASTER 
RECORD FAIR
THREE BLUE DUCKS, 
EWINGSDALE, 3PM DJS JOE 
+ ZACH
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 
2.30PM SUNDAY BLUES 
CLUB SESSIONS SOREN 
CARLBERGG TRIO WITH 
SWEET FELICIA
SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA, 
3PM SUNDAY SESSIONS FT 
PUSH
ELTHAM HOTEL 2.30PM WAY 
OUT WEST
SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 
1PM ADAM HARPAZ
CHINDERAH TAVERN CHARLIE 
BRAVO

MONDAY 1
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, NATHAN KAYE
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
3PM CHRIS CAVILL
EWINGSDALE HALL 
10AM BYRON BAY EASTER 
RECORD FAIR

TUESDAY 2
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, CHRIS ARONSTEN
EWINGSDALE HALL 
10AM BYRON BAY EASTER 
RECORD FAIR

WEDNESDAY 3
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, OOZ
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM BEN JANSZ
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 6.30PM SCREENING – 
LUKU NGARRA: THE LAW OF 
THE LAND
BANGALOW BOWLO 
7.30PM BANGALOW 
BRACKETS OPEN MIC
ELTHAM HOTEL NOT QUITE 
FOLK JAM
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 
7.30PM COMEDY OPEN MIC

GIG 
GUIDE
It’s free to list your gigs in the gig guide.
gigs@echo.net.au w: echo.net.au/gig-guide.
DEADLINE 5PM ON FRIDAYS

WICKED LITTLE LETTERS

Based on a true scandal that stunned 1920s England, 

Wicked Little Letters centres on neighbours Edith Swan 

and Rose Gooding in the seaside town of Littlehampton. 

The story follows these two neighbours: deeply 

conservative local Edith Swan (Olivia Colman); and rowdy 

Irish migrant Rose Gooding (Jessie Buckley). When Edith 

and fellow residents begin to receive wicked letters full 

of unintentionally hilarious profanities, foul-mouthed 

Rose is charged with the crime. The anonymous letters 

prompt a national uproar, and a trial ensues – Rose risks 

losing both her freedom and custody of her daughter. 

However, the town’s women – led by Police Officer 

Gladys Moss (Anjana Vasan) – are determined to find the 

real culprit and solve this perplexing mystery. They begin 

to investigate the crime as they suspect that something 

is amiss, and Rose may not be the culprit after all. It’s a 

real whodunit.

Wicked Little Letters is rated MA15+ and is screening 
at Palace Cinemas in Ballina and Byron.

WANDANA BREWING CO., 

.
uide.
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5 & 6 / 74-78 Molesworth Street, Lismore NSW
Freehold - Golden Commercial - Brilliant Returns

• Prime location in Lismore CBD’s thriving Strand Arcade
• Well-maintained and inviting space for retail, business, 

and consulting rooms
• Both shops have undergone a modern renovation post- Sale: $320,000 – $350,000

Brett McDonald 0421 606 422

70 Conway Street, Lismore NSW
Brilliant Returns - Dual Income Property

•
• Zoned B3 Commercial Core, 553sqm, 12.19m frontage
•
•
•

Price Guide: $550,000 to $600,000

Brett McDonald 0421 606 422
Mitchell Smith 0419 346 676

70 Cullen Street, Nimbin NSW
Invest In Central Nimbin And Reap The Rewards

•

•
shop

•

Price Guide: $990,000 to $1,098,000

Brett McDonald 0421 606 422
Mitchell Smith 0419 346 676

391 Dunoon Road, Tullera NSW
Stunning Views From Two Acres

• Tullera is just minutes from Lismore and the gorgeous
• villages of Dunoon and The Channon
•
•
•
•

Vacant Land: $600,000 – $650,000

Brett McDonald 0421 606 422

2

4

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au 

millerrealestate.com.au

Spacious living a short walk to the beach

3 CARNARVON COURT, LENNOX HEAD

Auction: 13th April 11:00am on site       5           2            3 640m2

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au 

millerrealestate.com.au

A luxurious residence offering the ultimate in 
beachside living

3/4A RAYNER LANE, LENNOX HEAD

Inspection: by appointment       5           4            2



www.echo.net.au The Byron Shire Echo 43

Contact the Listing Agents2 8 3 - 2 8 5  T H E  M A N S E  R O A D  |  M Y O C U M

Imagine discovering the perfect haven, offering unparalleled privacy and seclusion, yet just minutes from
Byron Bay and a 30-minute drive to the bustling Gold Coast.

Nestled at the end of a serene cul-de-sac, this exquisite residence has been meticulously developed to the
highest standards, offering a sweeping panoramic view that spans from the Koonyum Range, Mount
Warning, and Mount Chincogan to the Myocum valley and the ocean.

This property's dual titles offer a strategic investment, allowing you to secure both blocks now and choose
between selling one immediately or exploring the option at a later stage.

ESCAPE IN STYLE WITH THIS CAREFULLY CURATED EXCLUSIVE HINTERLAND OASIS

Brenton And Ashleigh Hawes  
0422 579 965
brenton.ashleigh@amirprestige.com.au

Amir Mian  0401 470 499
amir@amirprestige.com.au

AUCTION FRIDAY 5TH APRIL, 11AM ON-SITE
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www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

24 NEW CITY ROAD, MULLUMBIMBY Charming 1930’s Home in
Central Mullum Location with 
Approved Secondary Dwelling

PRICE  |  $1.3M - $1.425M

OPEN  |  By Appointment   

• Substantial renovation completed in 2023 with
air-conditioning throughout

•
with rear lane access

• Turn key ready, excellent investment opportunity 
with 5%+ return

•  
of the house

632M2

5 22 2

Tara Torkkola 
0423 519 698

Jasmin McClymont  
0434 029 668

253 EUREKA ROAD, ROSEBANK ‘Grace Farm’
Elevated Charming 
Queenslander Home with 
Multiple Outbuildings

PRICE  |  $1.7M - $1.86M

OPEN  |  By Appointment

• Freshly painted with high, ornate ceilings and VJ walls

• Established gardens and Coopers Creek frontage

• Two original outbuildings, perfect for renovating with

the potential for generating extra income

• 10 mins to Clunes and 30 mins to Byron Bay

3 22 2

11.2HA
Tara Torkkola 
0423 519 698

Jasmin McClymont  
0434 029 668

2B/107 PATERSON STREET, BYRON BAY Charming timber home 
in town Byron

PRICE  |  $1.29M - $1.395M

OPEN  |  Sat 30th March 11:30 - 12pm

• North facing entertaining deck and low maintenance,
fenced yard

•

• Generous sized bedrooms, each with built-in robes

• Perfectly positioned in Byron town, close to amenities
and beaches

253M2

3 21 1

 
0400 028 594

Su Reynolds  
0428 888 660

15 KARALAUREN COURT, LENNOX HEAD Elevated and Grand Family 
Home with Pool in Lennox Head

PRICE  |  $1.75M - $1.85M

OPEN  |  By Appointment

• Immaculately renovated traditional Queenslander

• Family friendly neighbourhood, minutes to the closest
beaches and amenities

• Expansive entertainers deck overlooking magnesium
pool and established gardens

• High-end kitchen appliances and walk-through pantry

940M2

4 22 2

Su Reynolds  
0428 888 660

0400 028 594
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www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

5 CAVVANBAH STREET, BYRON BAY ‘Allure’
Charming Beach House
in Central Byron

EOI  |  Closing 22nd April 2024 at 12PM

OPEN  |  By Appointment   

• Spacious, quiet and private yet only a few minutes’ 
walk to Byron’s CBD

• Moments to the sand of Belongil Beach

• Immaculate, light and bright Hampton’s style interiors

• Private north facing deck and yard featuring tropical
landscaping

Su Reynolds  
0428 888 660

0400 028 594

610M2

5 31 2

5/12 BROWNING STREET, BYRON BAY ‘Lomani’
Freestanding 4 bedroom Home 
with Pool the Ultimate to Luxury 
in Town Living

PRICE  |  $2.5M - $2.75M

OPEN  |  Wed 27th March 9 - 9:30am

•

• Outdoor, undercover living area, resort style pool and
landscaped gardens

• Main bedroom includes a walk-in-robe, luxury en-suite
and private balcony

• Perfect as a family home, holiday rental or savvy
investment

Tara Torkkola 
0423 519 698

Jasmin McClymont  
0434 029 668

351M2

4 21 2

17 CAMPBELL STREET, BANGALOW Historical Luxurious Masterpiece 
in Bangalow Village

PRICE  |  Contact Agent

OPEN  |  Thurs 28th March 5 - 5:30pm

Sat 30th March 10:30 - 11am

• Circa 1919, historical Bangalow residence underwent
a meticulous restoration in 2023

• Split level layout, sunlit gourmet kitchen with

•  
wraparound deck

•
moments from town

441M2

4 31 2

Su Reynolds  
0428 888 660

 
0400 028 594
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Three hectare 
haven just 
moments  
from world 
class beaches
19 Quambie Road, 

Cobaki
Ducat Park offers a charming opportunity 

for a tranquil lifestyle, either as a permanent 

residence or a retreat from urban chaos, with 

caretaker accommodation included.

Originally built in 1880, the property has been 

tastefully renovated while preserving its historic 

charm. Located in Cobaki, it promises ample 

recreational activities such as swimming, tennis, 

and beach outings, just a short drive away from 

Kirra Beach. 

Positioned conveniently near the M1, it facilitates 

easy travel to Brisbane or Byron Bay. The 

property’s zoning as RU2 offers diverse potential 

uses, appealing to those seeking innovation. 

Additionally, with 33 solar panels and an 8.2kw 

inverter, self-sufficiency becomes a viable option. 

Notably, Ducat Park’s proximity to amenities like 

Gold Coast International Airport, universities 

and hospitals enhances its appeal as a desirable 

coastal rural property.

Inspections are by appointment so contact Guy 

Ethell today to book your private inspection.

Contact: Guy Ethell 
0401 624 241 
guy.ethell@realspecialists.com
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

ljhooker.com.au

Property
Management

02 6685 0177
rentals@ljhbrunswickheads.com

Save yourself thousands, 
call the expert property management team.

Investment Management Team
LJ Hooker Brunswick Heads

PROPERTY STYLING

cactushillproject.com.au 
home@cactushillproject.com.au

PROPERTY STAGING
styling for sale

call us for a free quote on 
0432 574 321

NP CONVEYANCING
PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE

NPC

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE?
We are here to help

PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS 
IN BYRON BAY NOW

NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE 
IN POTTSVILLE                  Lic No 06000098

Our services are:
• Conveyancing NSW and 
QLD – competitive fixed 
prices!  • Complex Property 
Matters  • Sale & Purchase 
of Business  • Retirement 
Village Contracts  
• Leasing  • Options

P: 02 6687 0548   |   F: 02 6678 0352   |   Suite 2/5 Lismore Rd, Bangalow NSW 2479

hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au   |   www.bangalowconveyancing.com.au

Conveyancing (NSW & QLD)
Property • Leases • Wills
Estates & Probate

Contact Jess Riddell 
0428 773 416 

jess@jhmobilelawyers.com.au
Local for 20+ years

CONVEYANCING

Buying & Developing 
Property?

caconstructionmanagement.com.au

Craig Adams 
Project Manager / Director

0411 575 991
craig@cacm.net.au

Property / Business Directory

Helene Adams 0412 139 807
sales@heleneadamsproperty.com.au

4
3
5
5  Acres

Newrybar
Dress Circle in Newrybar – Positioned on the 

across rolling farmlands to the ocean.

• Self contained studio

• Double garage and workshop

• In-ground Salt water pool

• Fully fenced paddock
$4,500,000

186 Broken Head Road,
Brunswick Heads

Price  $2150 per week
Inspect  To inspect call Ellie
Contact Ellie 02 6685 0177

3 44603m2 Land16 Mia Court, Ocean Shores

INFATUATION
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WE ARE HERE
TO SELL

INDUSTRY LEADERS IN HIGH END MARKETING AND SALES
Rez Tal

0405 350 682
Dave Eller

0404 364 284
Michael Ibrahin

0414 325 556

byronproperty.com.au
info@ byronproperty.com.au

PREMIUM SALES RESULTS IN A CHANGING MARKET

BRYCE & RACHEL CAMERON - 0412 057 672

3/47 Jonson Street, Byron Bay  |  0487 287 122
admin@c21byron.com | byronbay.century21.com.au

• Over 40 years of combined real estate/marketing experience
• Fresh and dynamic approach to marketing our properties
• Call our award-winning team to receive a complimentary new 

market value of your property
• Bringing world class corporate service with small town 

authenticity

12 years local Real Estate experience

Highly competitive fees & introductory offers

Friendly & Approachable agents you can trust

Premium results & peace of mind

Effective, modern technology  

Alyce Field & Kasey Williams
Ph: 04

E: admin@byronpropertyhub.com.au
Property Management & Sales

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au

millerrealestate.com.au
@timmiller_realestate

2022 - No #1 SALES AGENT 
2023 - No #2 SALES AGENT

for First National Australia Wide

SUSU RREYYNONOOLDLDSS
DIDIRECTCTOR/OR/SALES - CCHIEHIEH F CF CULTULTURAURAR L OL OOL OL OOFFIFICECECECECERE

042828282888 8888888 66660  | ssrereynynnnnololollolololoooololoooldsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsds@b@b@b@b@@b@@@b@@@@@@@@@ yryry ononnnnbbayfyffffnnn.nnn cocom

AGENTS

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

@taratorkkolafirstnational @taratorkkola_realestate

We felt fully supported through out the whole process. Tara 
and her excellent team went the extra mile, helping & guiding 
us right from the start and continued right through settlement. 

Tara is a joy to work with yielding formidable results.ts.

TARA TORKKOLA  - SALES
INTERNATIONAL MULTI MEDIA SELLING AGENT

0423 519 698 | tara@byronbayfn.com

W

Professional and results driven with 
extensive knowledge. Servicing the 
Byron Shire and beyond.

Call Paul for an appointment today.

PAUL PRIOR
SALES

0418 324 297
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

SHARON McINNES
SALES

0408 659 649
sharon@byronbayfn.com

VICKI  COOPER

“Efficient, Reliable, Hardworking.” 

“Vicki has a balanced approach to promoting the 

sale, maximising opportunities whilst containing 

costs. She is ethical, a straight talker, practical

to deal with… and a lot of fun. Above all she is

successful! My house sold on the first opportunity 

and the price was a real wow factor!”

VICKI COOPER
0418 231 955
vickicooper@atrealty.com.au
www.vickicooper.com

0412 833 280

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

Finance Broker

Acceptance Finance Pty Ltd ABN 62 953 405 689 Australian Credit Licence Number 391715
Credit Representative Number 395628

Home Loans
Investment Loans
First Home Buyers
Car Loans

Debt Consolidation
SMSF Lending
Commercial Loans
Development Funding

FINANCE

Property Business Directory North Coast news online
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Service Directory

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE
DEADLINE: For additions and changes to the Service Directory is 12pm Friday.

LINE ADS: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid.

For line Service Directory ads email classifieds@echo.net.au.

DISPLAY ADS: $70 per week for colour display ad. Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid. 

Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high. New display ads will be placed at end of section.

For display Service Directory ads email adcopy@echo.net.au.

The Echo Service Directory is online – www.echo.net.au/service-directory

ACCOUNTS & BOOKINGS: 6684 1777
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ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS 

Byron Bookkeeping
BAS - Payroll - Reports - AR/AP

Trust Accounts - Setup & Training

0415 639 548
ACUPUNCTURE 

ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis.............................................0490 022183

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

AU 37088 Lic 246545C

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
1st Year Apprentice &

A Fully Qualified Service Technician
T: 6680 9394 E: artisan@artisanair.com.au

Mullumbimby 
Refrigeration & 
Airconditioning 
Services

– Sales – Installation – Repairs 
– All Commercial Refrigeration 
– Residential & Commercial

Airconditioning 
– Coolroom Design & Construction 
– Freezer Rooms

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby  
Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492 6684 2783

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 23 yrs exp. Lic. 178464C AU30147 ............................0422 291433

CLIMATE CONTROL AUSTRALIA Lic 362019C AU 27106................................JARREAU 0421 485217

ARCHITECTS
OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au.............................................. 66855001

ASPHALT

New Asphalt
Asphalt Repairs
Pothole Repairs

Base Work
Free Quotes

AUTOMOTIVE

6684 5296

CASH PAID FOR
UNWANTED CARS

Free metal drop off
Locally owned 6684aally owownedd

$50–$1500

CAR BODY REMOVAL
ABSOLUTELY FREE

BODY REMOVAL
CASH ON THE SPOT GUARANTEE
$50 - $1000
WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES & VANS
PHONE 0466 113 333 24/7
EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au

BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION

666800 8862
FREEE MEASUREE QUOTEE 

     
    

  

CURTAINS 

SUNSCREENS 

AWNINGS  
ROLL BLINDS 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

LOCAL    

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

B L I N D S    S H U T T E R S    A W N I N G S    C U R T A I N S

BRICKLAYING

WALLFIX
REMEDIAL

• 20 years’ experience in lintel replacement
• Crack stitching installation • Repointing
• Retaining walls and all damaged brickwork
Call: 0403 141 760 • Email: wallfixremedial@gmail.com

www.wallfixremedial.com.au
Servicing the Northern Rivers

Lic no. 292267C Master Builder No. 3029326

BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors. Lic 291958C. Phone Mark ........................................0409 444268 

BUILDING TRADES
• DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable 

market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

Structural – Landscaping
Fencing – Composite Decking
Hardwood – Pine – Hardware

B&B Timbers
66867911

110 Teven Road, Ballina
New logo - Same quality & service

sales@bbtimbers.com.au            www.bbtimbers.com.au

www.stoneysbuildingcreations.com

Licensed builder, 
specialising in 
Bathroom renovations.Quality workmanship, and reliable and personalised service.0417 654 888

Lic: 317362C
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Specialising in all aspects of
building and carpentry.

Over 25 years of experience.
Phone Nathan on 0435 084 659

E: blueriverbuilding1@gmail.com
Licence No. 255659C / Fully insured

blueriverbuilding

BUILDER – JOHN McGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C.............0415 793242

HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C...............................................0432 565060

FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C ......................... 66808162 

JOHN MONTGOMERY Building Lic 12223C. Scaffolding HRW990123.............. 0414 332505 JOHN 

BUILDER Extensions, reno, new homes, insurance, landscaping, all jobs Lic 19953Q ...0403 458177

CARPENTER / JOINER 30 years experience. Prompt efficient service. Other licence trades available.

 Lic 43794C. 24/7 Emergency call-out available inc 4x4WD access.................................0423 500693

BUILDER Extensions, renovations, new homes, small jobs. Lic 37236. Michael ............0402 181789

BUSH REGENERATION & WEED CONTROL 
WEED CONTROL SPECIALIST Biocontrol of Parramatta grass .........................................0418 110714

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
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CHIMNEY SWEEPS
BLACKS chimney sweeping & repairs AHHA member, insured. 3rd generation......................... 66771905

CLEANING

Services List

(Low Pressure Softwashing)

Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings,

Solar panels, Retaining walls

Driveways, Paths, Pavers, 

Fences, Decks, Patios, 

Pool areas.

Locally owned and Operated

Residential and Commercial

No job too big or small

Obligation free quote

Fully insured

0426 119 550      info@nraquapressurecleaning.com.au      ABN: 47576013867

AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING

Cleaning continued  on next page
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CLEANING (continued)

Byron Bay 5 Stars
CLEANING SERVICE

CLEANS: Holiday, Residential, Bond, Commercial, Spring.

Phone Mick 0409 009 024
Email: mickbhl@gmail.com

DETAILED CLEANER/GUEST HOUSE MANAGER All natural products 4.8 Stayz rated..0410 723601

FULL CIRCLE REFINISHING Professional cold & hot water roof & pressure cleaning. ..........0455 5735545 

COMPUTER SERVICES

One-on-one, patient, experienced 

Phone or email: 0420 235 624 
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

FLASH COMPUTERS Mac & PC. Affordable & helpful. 77 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby.02 66844124

CONCRETING & PAVING

SALISBURY 
CONCRETING  

Li
c.

13
67

17
c

Over 30 yrs’ local experience.
All forms of concreting. 
Residential • Civil • Industrial 

DARYL 0418 234 302

Lic No. 337066C

ALL AROUND 

CONCRETING
Free 

Quotes
Call
Daniel 0424 876 155

Tipper Truck with Driver Hire

shakaconcreting.com.au

0402 728 207 Lic. No. 391742c

DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS

DECKS
FREE QUOTES

Call Mark 0498 115 182

Li
c 

N
o 

14
23

83
C

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY DECK RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

easily sand over nail/screw heads!

THE DECK DOCTOR Sanding & refinishing, cable balustrading. Free quotes. Richard ...0407 821690

FULL CIRCLE REFINISHING – Specialist deck sanding and oiling. Free quotes ...........0455 573554

BYRON & BEYOND PATIOS Builder of patios roofs, opening roofs, carports & decks ...02 66802393

DESIGN & DRAFTING
BAREFOOT BUILDING DESIGN www.barefootbuildingdesign.com..........Bob Acton 0407 787993

DAVID ROBINSON DESIGN DRAFTING All Council & construction requirements ......0419 880048

BYRON ENERGY EFFICIENT DESIGN & DRAFTING www.beedad.com.au ...............0423 531448

FENG SHUI DESIGN CONSULTANT Lizzie Bodenham livingbalancedesigns.com.au.......0431 678608

MARK OAKLEY DESIGN & DRAFTING www.modesign.au...........................................0422 666464

DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

East Coast Asphalt
ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT 

& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859
SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF 

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

TINY EARTHWOR
Philip Toovey 

0409 799 909
various implements available for limited access projects

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS
• DRAINAGE DESIGN • DRIVEWAYS • PADS • WATERWAYS

• ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344 939      www.360earth.com.au

• 1.7 Tonne Excavator • Fully Insured • Rockbreaker
• 300mm and 450mm Auger • 3M Tipper Truck • No job too small

Phone James on 0429 888 683

Lic# 378040C

Call: 
0447 295 178

Servicing the 
Northern Rivers

For all your 
earthworks 

needs

Civil earthworks & Concrete,
Pool excavation, Site cuts,
Rural block clearing, 

P: 0411 948 281
NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr. 0402 716857

EXCAVATOR & TIPPER HIRE Concreting & landscaping................................................0484 861966

ELECTRICIANS

0439 624 945  AH 02 6680 4173
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

ALL JOBS: SMALL 
OR LARGE

Lic: 154293c

LEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIANLEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIAN
DOMESTIC •• COMMERCIAL •• INDUSTRIAL

SERVICING: •• Tweed •• Byron •• Lismore •• Kyogle

•• Mains installs / alterations •• Switchboard upgrades

•• Meter queries •• Tree maintenance near services

Matthew Rutland  matt.positivelectrical@gmail.com

0439 733 703
NSW Lic# 312117  ASP Lic# 5547 AUTHORISATION# 503808

0458 267 777

Lic. 211410C

matthesparky.com.au

Domestic   Commercial   Industrial   Solar

JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data + TV. Lic 133082C.......................0432 289705

BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small...0422 136408

VALLEY WAY ELECTRICAL, 15 yrs exp. Domestic, commercial, new builds. Lic 253977c 0475 910622

JUZ MEEHAN Lic288619C. Domestic & industrial, solar, pumping, underground............0492 936779

JIM LABELLE ELECTRICAL O.Shores, Mullum, Byron, Bruns. Lic 176417C.......................0415 126028

FENCING

BYRON & BEYOND FENCING Any fence, any time, prompt quotes....... 66804766 or 0439 078549

EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. ..................................................0432 107262

FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable.......0416 424256

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING

THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

BYRON BAY FLOOR SANDING New and old floors. Non toxic.....................................0408 536565

FURNITURE MAKER

custom furniture and joinery

@ianmontywooddesign         0414 636 736

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

0430 297 101
livingearthgardens.com.au

Est. 2010

All aspects gardening & mowing
Enhancive garden makeovers

• Lawn and Garden Maintenance • Paddock Slashing 
• Slope Mowing • Tree Pruning • Vegetation Control 

• Hedge Reductions • 1–4 Worker Garden Blitzes
Call Paul  0403 316 711   gracewoodlandscapes.com.au

STRATTOCASTER
LAWN & GARDEN MAINTENANCE

FREE QUOTES
Lawns, brushcutting, gutters, clean-up

Local, friendly service
Call Stratton
0415 065 520

ABN
66220694659

stratt000caster@gmail.com
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RESIDENTIAL GARDEN SERVICE
Regular Garden Tidying, Hedging, Pruning, Lawns & Edges,

Plant Care, Landscape Design Professional

Call David for a quote 0413 45 95 45  |  Established 23 years

MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter................0423 756394

GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured .66841778 or 0405 922839

A-Z gardening & maintenance, lawns, acreage, hedges, gutters, rubbish removal, tip runs 0405 625697

LEAF IT TO US Specialists in tree services and acreage mowing ....................................0402 487213

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m3 trailer..............................................................0408 210772

RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging.........0424 805660

GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael .........................0497 842442

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, Rural & residential, earthworks, lawn & pool care, tip runs.0449 220357

GW MAINTENANCE Ride-on mowing, acreage and large lawns. Ph George..................0408 244820

GAS FITTERS & SUPPLIERS

Free Delivery
No Rental
Reliable

Locally Owned 
Est 1996

www.brunswickvalleygas.com  •  0408 760 609

GUTTERING

Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.

www.spotlessgutters.com.au
0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 180 623 364 42

 Gutter guard
 Gutter cleaning
 Locally owned
 Fully insured
 Free quotes

HANDYPERSONS

HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, welding ......................................... 66884324 or 0476 600956

AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne...............................0423 218417

ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN. Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark ........0402 281638

HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling. Michael ........0421 896796

LOCAL, HONEST, RELIABLE, high quality work. Home maintenance, odd jobs. Ray..0407 802281

HOME MAINTENANCE All aspects. Carpentry, decks, painting, repairs etc. Insured .....0434 705506

REEL HANDYMAN Roofing, carpentry, repairs, all small jobs considered. Cain.............0491 278483

ALL CARPENTRY Door & stairs, fit-out. Reliable. Lic 192987C.......................................0437 202050

TILER AND HANDYMAN 40 years experience. Solid worker........................... Call Paul 0422 017072 

A HANDY GUY Small jobs, all trades. North Byron.........................................................0413 721410

B2B PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Carpentry, roofs, plumbing. Ballina area. .................0402 779747

HEALTH

• OTHER HEALTH RELATED SECTIONS IN THIS SERVICE DIRECTORY: Acupuncture, Chiropractic, 

Counselling, Dentists, Osteopathy, Physiotherapy

ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne ........................................... 66857366

MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations.............. 66843002

MOVE TO NURTURE PILATES STUDIO & mat classes. Lennox Head ............................0404 459605

AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen – Om Healing..............................0422 387370

HIRE

MULLUM HIRE Marquees & all event equipment. Tools & machinery. Pool supplies & service 66843003

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES 

Sand | Soils | Gravels | Pots & statues | Lots, lots more
1176 Myocum Rd, Mullumbimby (just past golf course)

6684 2323

LANDSCAPING 

Text or Ph: 0448 401 638

LANDSCAPING & EARTHWORKS

goldleaflandscaping

20 years local experience       

8
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www.goldleaflandscaping.com.au4 ton Kobelco 10 ton Kobelco

LALA

• General Landscape Creation
• Rural Lifestyle Landscaping
     Specialists
• Outdoor Carpentry (decks/ out
     buildings/ fencing/ garden walls etc)

• Garden overhauls
• Camphor/
     Macadamia Conversions
• Mass Plantings and
     Rainforest Creation

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic 277154C ..............................................0423 700853

LOCKSMITH

| EMERGENCY SERVICE | LOCKS & HARDWARE 
| CCTV SYSTEMS | SAFES | ACCESS CONTROL 
| INTERCOMS

M/L: 000100018

 0422 185 466

Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair .......0412 764148

PAINTING
• DEPARTMENT OF FAIR TRADING INFO: When dealing with home owners, painters are required 

to quote a licence number only for external work valued over $5000.

Professional Painter/Decorator
•30+ Years Experience •Interior & Exterior 

•Reasonable Prices

0451 298 363        splosh painting/decorating  

Call now for a free quote 0466 969 067 www.allanspainting.com.au

Allan’s Painting & Decorating Service
Family business for 40 years
Interior & Exterior
Special Finishes & Wallpaper
Also available Roof Restoration

All work guaranteed Licences: NSW (R53344) & QLD (15091890)

PEST CONTROL

YOUR PEST & TERMITE SPECIALISTS

 Free quotes on active termites  Environmentally safe

www.allpestsolutions.com.au

6681 6555

THE PEST MAN EXTRAORDINAIRE Second opinion / alternative views. 50 yrs exp .....0418 110714

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL................................................................................ 66842018 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Tree Faerie Fotos
Professional • Commercial • Personal

www.treefaeriefotos.com • 0417 427 518

30+ years experience in commercial 
photography and photojournalism

PHYSIOTHERAPY

NICK EDMOND Physiotherapy & Acupuncture. Open Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday

466 Main Arm Road, Mullumbimby..................................................................................... 66845288

ANTHONY D’ORSOGNA Physiotherapy, acupuncture, hydrotherapy Suffolk Park 1 Bryce St... 66853511

OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics, 

shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman ..................................................... 66803499

PELVIC FLOOR PHYSIOTHERAPY 88 Byron St Bangalow with Lisa Fitzpatrick.............0422 993141

EWINGSDALE PHYSIO Matrix Therapy, all ages, massage, home visits. Renata ...........0437 647137

PICTURE FRAMING

MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in Ocean Shores ..................................0403 734791

PLASTERING

PLASTERER, TRADE QUALIFIED repairs, renovations, cornices, quality assured. Kurt .0431 015414

CAPE BYRON PLASTERING - Gyprock/Microcement Lic#122248C ..............................0402 538155

PLUMBERS

NEED A PLUMBER? 
DRAINER? GASFITTER?
Chay 0429 805 081
25 YEARS LOCAL SERVICE

Licence No. 207479C

Taking on work NOW!
0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com

Ben The Plumber
    Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores,

  Brunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds
30 years’ experience  Lic: 321191C

0421 466 921

From leaky taps
to construction
Jetter & Camera
for all blockages

Two generations of local plumbing

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t and 3m tipper truck

 Blocked drain specialist

12 month guarantee 
on most jobs

Fully insured

Drain clearing, inspections and repairs.
Reliable family owned and operated 

local business with 30 years plumbing 
experience and the latest technology. 

Phone James  0429 888 683 Lic 378040C

BILL CONNORS All plumbing/draining. Lic #1051 .................................. 66801403 or 0414 801403

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C ....0419 019035

POOL SERVICES

BLUE EDGE POOL SERVICES Cleaning, maintenance, etc. 20 years experience. Joe..........0405 411466

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

MULLUMBIMBY UNITING CHURCH (9am Sunday service. 132 Dalley St)........................0457 286716
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REMOVALISTS

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO
From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth

Just give us a ring
• Freight services to Brisbane weekly

• Carriers of fine art • Furniture removal
• E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646
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• Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne • Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne 
• North Qld • Country • Interstate • North Qld • Country • Interstate • • LOCALLOCAL

02 6684 2198  queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au

SERVICING THE NORTHERN RIVERS
AND BEYOND

Byron Coast Removals

Competitive rates and packing supplies available
0432 552 067 | 6684 5481 | byroncoastremovals@gmail.com

MAN WITH A VAN/TRUCK Reasonable rates. Phone Don ............................................0414 282813

BENNY CAN MOVE IT! .................................................................................................0402 199999

ANDY’S MOVE & MORE Artworks, pianos, small moves, tip runs................................0429 149533

ROOFING

MONTYS METAL
ROOFING

Licence NSW: 30715C
Licence QLD: 1227049 

DOMESTIC • INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL

Metal Roofing Installations
Guttering  •  Downpipes  •  Fascia

Skylights  •  Whirlybird Patios
Repairs  •  Leaf Guard

Craig Montgomery – 0418 870 362
Email: montysmetalroofing@gmail.com

www.montysmetalroofing.com.au

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY roof RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

‘Local team 10 years in business’

RUBBISH REMOVAL

OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip specialists ......................................... 0412 161564 or 66841232

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m3 trailer................................................................0408 210772

SELF STORAGE

BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE............................................................................................... 66858349 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C. 0407 439805

SMART SENSORS

BYRON SENSOR TECH Wireless, security, water leak, temp sensors ................................. 0459 422387

SOLAR INSTALLATION

Your local, qualified team. 
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs. 

Your local, qualified team.
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs....... 

m 0428 320 262
e sunbeamsolar@bigpond.com
w sunbeamsolar.com.au

Call us on
6679 7228

Pioneers of the solar industry Serving Northern
NSW since 1998

Electric Lic 124600c

TELEVISION SERVICES
DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas .......... 66843575 or 0414 922786

INSTALL SERVICE: TV, Wi-Fi, AV, special pensioner/concession rate. Damian ...............0414 741233

TILING
WALL & FLOOR TILER/WATERPROOFER/STONEMASON Lic 24418C. ...........Ph Karl 0439 232434

RYAN DEAGAN Floor & wall tiling and waterproofing. Lic 118380C...............  Ph Ryan 0411 429057

AJ’s TILING all aspects. Bathrooms, kitchens, walls, floors, waterproofing. Lic 239988C.0416 345202

TRANSPORT

arrive@byronbuscompany.com.au Call 0490 183 424

Airport Transfers | Tours | Nights Out | Beach Walks
Events | Parties | Weddings | Corporate | Festivals

Door to Door
Charter Services

BYRON
BUS Co

Get a Quick Quote Now

TREE SERVICES

CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES
The Fully Insured Professionals

Mark Linder Qualified Arborist
0408 202 184  

choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

•  Stump Grinding  •  Bobcat  •  Cherrypicker  
• Crane Truck  •  18" Chipper

• 20 years local knowledge and experience • Fully insured / free quotes 
• 19 inch chipper • Bobcat • Cherry picker • Crane truck

www.harttreeservices.com.au

0427 347 380

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING
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0435 019 524

Martino
TREE SERVICES
Byron Bay & Beyond

TREE CARE SPECIALISTS

leafi ttous.com.au

kascha@leafi ttous.com.au

Local . Reliable . Insured 

0402 487 213
BYRON TREE SERVICES Qualified, insured. Call Alex ....................................................0402 364852

MARTINO TREE SERVICES ............................................................................. Martino 0435 019524

LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes .......0402 487213

OUT ON A LIMB TREE SERVICES Lucas Holland Qualified arborist. ............................Luc 0402 191316

TRUCK HIRE & HAULAGE

UPHOLSTERY
BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists............................. 66805255

VALUERS
BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers ............ 0431 245460 or 66857010

VETERINARY SURGEONS
MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Willis, Mark Sebastian – After hours avail ... 66843818

NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer................................................. 66840735

WATER FILTERS

for home, commercial 
and rural properties

6680 8200 or 
0418 108 181

The Water Filter Experts

WELDING
WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless ..0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS

CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David.............................................0421 906460

WINDOW TINTING

SUNRISE W. T. 3/19-21 Centennial Cct, Byron. Cars, homes, offices, etc. High quality ..0412 158478

SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price.........................0434 875009

Find
The Echo
Service 
Directory 
online 
anytime at
echo.net.au/
service-directory
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 PROF. SERVICES

DENTURES
LOOK GOOD
FEEL GOOD

Free consultation. SANDRO 66805002

HEALTH

HYPNOSIS & EFT
Simple and effective solutions.

Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma.
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

BEETU FULL BODY MASSAGE
A divine experience. Nurturing & 
healing. 28 yrs experience. Lucy 

0427917960

KINESIOLOGY
Clear subconscious sabotages.
Reprogram patterns and beliefs.

Restore vibrancy and 
physical health. De-stress.

0403125506
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

TRADEWORK

TREE SERVICES
Leaf it to us 4x4 truck/chipper, crane 
truck, stump grinding. Local, qualified, 
insured, free quotes.  0402487213

FOR SALE

MIELE WASHERS 
Dryers and dishwashers available at 
Bridglands Mullumbimby. 66842511

ARCHIBALD’S CHEAP 
QUARRY PRODUCTS

Road base, gravel, blue metal and metal 
dust. ALL SIZE DELIVERIES. 

Phone 66845517, 0418481617

2012 MILLARD PINNACLE CARAVAN Self-
contained and roadworthy. $27k neg. 
Damon 0475040733

HALF PRICE BLUESFEST TICKETS
2 x 5-day adult entry with 5-day camping.

$1,000 ono. 0404498204.

WANTED
LOOKING FOR STALLHOLDERS for the 
RSL Hall Bangalow, market day, every 
4th Sunday of the month. 0439184501.

LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop 
crap! Matt 0401955052

TREE FERNS
Any shape, size. Royalties paid. 

Ongoing supply needed. 0414904396

WHEELCHAIR URGENTLY NEEDED for 
elderly woman. NSW Transport Safety 
approved. Reclines, foot rest. To buy or 
rent. Joanne 0407857738.

GARAGE SALES
67, 73 AND 80 DOLPHIN DR, BALLINA
Bikes, books, fine china, coins, tools, 
fishing and lots more. 7am start.

86 BANGALOW RD, BYRON BAY 8–11am. 
Moving sale. H/hold items, instruments, 
decor, furniture and clothes.

CARAVANS
CARAVANS 

We buy, sell & consign. 
All makes & models.

0408 758 688

2012 MILLARD PINNACLE CARAVAN Self-
contained and roadworthy. $27k neg. 
Damon 0475040733
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ECHO CLASSIFIEDS – 6684 1777
CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS
PHONE ADS
Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777
AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE
Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo offi  ce:

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby
EMAIL ADS
Display (box ads) and line classifi eds, email: 

classifi eds@echo.net.au 
Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to 
Friday, 9am–5pm. Ads can’t be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

DEADLINE TUES 12PM
Publication day is Wednesday, booking 

deadlines are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT
LINE ADS:
$17.00 for the fi rst two lines 
$5.00 for each extra line 
$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

DISPLAY ADS (with a border): 
$14 per column centimetre
These prices include GST.

Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.

Mullumbimby & District
Neighbourhood Centre
Connecting the Byron Shire Community

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED

- Kitchen Hands -
- Retail Assistants -

- Drivers and Co-driver - 
- Community Support 

Assistants -
MDNC is in needs of 

dedicated volunteers to be 
part of a big loving family. 

All skill sets welcome.

Contact Sylvia - 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Mon-Fri

6684 1286

Body BasedPsychotherapy
Somatic Practice

Julie Wells
Anne Goslett
 (nee Mannix)

Dip.Som.Psych, Clinical PACFA Reg.
Individual and Couple Therapy

Supervision and Coaching
(02) 6685 5185

9 Fletcher St, Byron Bay

Mindfulness @ Work

Bring greater focus, 
clarity and calm into your 

workplace.

Certified Mindfulness 
Educator Paul Bibby

0401 926 090
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Vintage & 
Retro Fair
Easter Weekend
See back page ad 

for full details

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE

CALL MARK
0427 490 038
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Tip Runs &
Rubbish 
Removal

0408 210 772

Caravan for Sale
Regent Crusader- 2003 

Great Condition 
$18K NEG - Simon 0431 447 471

0427 347 380
Fully insured • Free quotes

20 years local experience
• 19 inch chipper • Stump grinding 

• Cherry picker • Crane truck • Bob Cat 

Could poetry ever be a 
matter for calculation?
Could chess be inspired by a 
Muse? In this story two very 

White 
Horses 
and Dark 
Knights

David Lovejoy’s 
book is available 
at The Echo

Byron Bay & Surrounding AreasByron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 31406681 3140
Mobile 0417 698 227Mobile 0417 698 227

• Arborist • 15” Wood • Arborist • 15” Wood 
Chipper • Stump Grinder  Chipper • Stump Grinder 

• Fully Insured• Fully Insured

HYPNOSIS 
& NLP

www.wendypurdey.com
33 years experience.

Call Wendy 
0497 090 233

crystalsanddreaming.com.au

KINESIOLOGY 
STUDENT CLINIC 

SESSIONS
Mullumbimby

Available throughout 
April.
Contact Kate Messenger 
to enquire or book. 
Kate@
crystalsanddreaming.
com.au

0413 003 301

The Echo now has new contract 
positions available delivering papers to:

TWEED COAST: 1100 papers 
OCEAN SHORES:  900 papers
BILLINUDGEL:  delivery only
MULLUMBIMBY:  540 papers

MULLUMBIMBY:  1000 papers
Unless specified the positions involve inserting, folding 

and (in wet weather) bagging and delivery of papers 
(throwing them accurately to driveways from a car).

The work tends to suit a semi-retired or underemployed 
person/couple who just want a reliable job to do at their 

own pace at the same time every week. 
The successful applicants for these runs will have 
an ABN, a reliable vehicle, a strong throwing arm, 
and ideally they will live near the distribution area. 

They will collect the papers/inserts from 
e.g. Mullumbimby (approx 7–8.30am) on Wednesday and 

will have delivered all the papers by 6pm Wednesday.
Suit mature or stable person.

Email simon@echo.net.au or phone/text 
0409 324 724

Road 
Renaming

NOTICE OF PROPOSED ROAD RENAME
Council has received a proposal for the renaming 
of the following road within Byron Shire and invites 
written submissions.  
Hottentot Crescent, Mullumbimby
Council initiated a formal proposal process for 
renaming Hottentot Crescent in response to a 
request from a member of the community. Coun-
cil has proposed “Tussock Court” and “Moonlight 

Additionally, “Drunken Parrot Parade” has also been 
proposed as an option by the local community.
Once the submission period is completed, Byron 
Shire Council will consider all duly made submis-
sions before deciding whether to continue with the 
road renaming and the preferred name.
Council Ref: #E2024/29163
Enquiries: Tracy Armstrong
Telephone: 02 6626 7201
This document will be available on Council’s web-
site at www.byron.nsw.gov.au/Public-Notice.

Submissions Close:  Friday 26th April 2024

COMMUNITY 
HOT BRUNCH

FREE

FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH
• Sausage sizzle • Hot dogs • Sandwiches 

• Coffee & tea • Fruit Salad

EVERYONE WELCOME
Come one come all and join us in a meal or just a chat.

Takeaway most welcome: COVID safe rules apply.

Frozen takeaway meals now available.

10am to 12pm
In the Ballina 
Presbyterian Hall
Corner of Cherry & Crane. Just behind the Presbyterian Church.

PUBLIC NOTICES

DISCLAIMER
Advertisements placed in The Byron 

Shire Echo do not reflect the views or 
opinions of the editorial staff.

The Byron Shire Echo does not 
make any representations as to the 

accuracy or suitability of any content 
or information contained in advertising 
material nor does publication constitute 

in any way an endorsement by The 
Byron Shire Echo of the content or 
representations contained therein.

The Byron Shire Echo does not accept 
any liability for the representations or 
promises made in paid advertisements 

or for any loss or damage arising 
from reliance on such content, 
representations or promises.
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Classifieds / Community At Work North Coast news online

BUSINESS FOR SALE
CRYSTAL & GIFT SHOP
Includes a holistic room.

Established 6 years in Kingscliff.
Price $140k (includes fit out and stock).

Sylvia 0408868793.

BLUESFEST ACCOM.
HOUSE, SLEEPS 12, BYRON BAY CBD Avail 
28/03 to 01/04. Contact 0419544158

TO LET
LOCAL REMOVAL

& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly, 
with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

SINGLE ROOM $250 p/w. 
Also half house available for Bluesfest. 

Price on asking. 0434121979 

2 BEDROOM HOUSE AND STUDIO. Pet  
friendly. $650p/w. John 0415482009

POSITIONS VACANT
LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Work 
available in busy adult parlour. Travellers 
welcome. 66816038 for details.

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED
Flexible work hours – perfect 2nd income

Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

CARER NEEDED Ballina. Full carers 
pension and Centrelink sponsored.  
0428252410.

WORK WANTED
HANDYMAN SERVICES Servicing the 
Byron Shire. Insured. 0439735817.

WORDPRESS WEBSITE CREATION
Fair rates info@wordpressit.com.au

MUSICAL NOTES
GUITARS, RECORDS, HI-FI

WE BUY AND SELL 66851005

TUITION
 FRENCH • ITALIAN • GERMAN

Eva 0403224842
www.languagetuitionbyron.com.au

BIRTHDAYS

SOCIAL ESCORTS
LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available for 
your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself. In-
house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

IN MEMORIAM

ONLY ADULTS
BALLINA EXCLUSIVE

34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late.
In & Out Calls. 66816038. Ladies 

wanted
Find us on Facebook and Twitter! 

FULL BODY RESTORATION
Healing Through Pleasure

massagebyronbay.com or 0425347477

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP
Large variety of toys and lingerie

6/6 Tasman Way, A&I Est, Byron Bay 
66856330

LICENSED TO THRILL
Premium Massage & Play

touchofjustine.com/byron-bay-outcalls

AMBULANCE, FIRE, POLICE .............................................000
AMBULANCE Mullumbimby & Byron Bay ................................131 233
POLICE Brunswick Heads .......................................................... 6629 7510

Mullumbimby ................................................................ 6629 7570
Byron Bay......................................................................... 6685 9499
Bangalow ......................................................................... 6629 7500

STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE Storm & tempest damage, flooding...132 500
BRUNSWICK VALLEY RESCUE Primary rescue........................... 6685 1999
BRUNSWICK MARINE RADIO TOWER.................................... 6685 0148
BYRON CENTRAL HOSPITAL...................................................... 6639 9400
BYRON COUNCIL: EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS............. 6622 7022
NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE (Mullumbimby) ........................... 6684 1286
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 24 hour crisis line.................................1800 656 463
LIFELINE ...................................................................................................131 114
MENSLINE....................................................................................1300 789 978
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 24 hours .................................1800 423 431
AL-ANON Help for family and friends of alcoholics .......................1300 252 666
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Meets daily ...................................... 6680 7280
NORTHERN RIVERS GAMBLING SERVICE............................ 6687 2520
HIV/AIDS – ACON Confidential testing & information..................... 6622 1555
ANIMAL RESCUE (DOGS & CATS) ............................................ 6622 1881
NORTHERN RIVERS WILDLIFE CARERS.............................. 6628 1866
KOALA HOTLINE ............................................................................. 6622 1233
WIRES – NSW Wildlife Information & Rescue Service... 6628 1898

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Please stick this by your phoneEMERGENCY NUMBERS

1st SAT Brunswick Heads 0418 400 415

1st SUN Byron Bay 02 6685 6807

1st SUN Lismore Car Boot 02 6628 7333

2nd SAT Tabulam Hall 0490 329 159

2nd SUN The Channon 02 6688 6433

2nd SUN Lennox Head 02 6685 6807

2nd SUN Chillingham 0428 793 141

2nd SUN Coolangatta

3rd SAT Mullumbimby 02 6684 3370

3rd SAT Murwillumbah 0415 328 672

3rd SAT Salt Village Market, Casuarina

3rd SUN Federal 0433 002 757

3rd SUN Uki 0487 329 150

3rd SUN Ballina 0422 094 338

4th SAT Evans Head 0432 275 765

4th SAT Kyogle Bazaar kyoglebazaar.com.au

4th SUN Bangalow 02 6687 1911

4th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764

4th SUN Murwillumbah 0415 328 672

4th SUN Coolangatta (in a 5 Sunday month)

5th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764

5th SUN Lennox Head 02 6685 6807

FARMERS/WEEKLY MARKETS
Each TUE New Brighton 0424 168 672 

Each TUE Organic Lismore 02 6636 4307 

Each WED Murwillumbah 7-11 0415 328 672

Each WED Nimbin 3-6pm 0418 940 653

Each WED Newrybar Hall 4-7pm

Each THU Byron 8-11am 0414 595 169

Each THU Lismore 2.30-6.30pm 0459 309 223

Each FRI Mullum 7-11am 0424 168 672

Each SAT Bangalow 8-11am 0414 595 169

Each SAT Duranbah Rd 8-11am (Tropical Fruit World)

Each SAT Uki 8am-1pm 02 6679 5438

Each SAT Lismore 8.30-11am

Each SAT Wadeville 8.30am-12pm

Each SAT Byron Twilight Market 4pm Oct–Apr

Each SUN Ballina 7-11am

MONTHLY MARKETS

The Echo updates this guide regularly, however sometimes markets change their routine 
without letting us know. Please get in touch if you want to advise us of a change.

DATE
(March/

April)

DAY, 
MOON 
PHASE

SUN 
RISE /

SET

MOON 
RISE /

SET

HIGH 
TIDES, 

height (m)

LOW 
TIDES, 

height (m)

27 W
6:53

18:49
19:46
8:16

1026 1.49
2254 1.58

0415 0.42
1623 0.34

28 TH
6:53

18:47
20:17
9:11

1055 1.41
2328 1.59

0452 0.46
1648 0.36

29 F
6:54

18:46
20:52
10:09

1126 1.31
0532 0.52
1715 0.40

30 SA
6:55

18:45
21:32
11:08

0004 1.58
1200 1.22

0617 0.58
1746 0.45

31 SU
6:55

18:44
22:20
12:09

0046 1.55
1243 1.12

0714 0.64
1824 0.52

1 M
6:56

18:43
23:16
13:09

0139 1.51
1344 1.04

0829 0.68
1917 0.58

2 TU
6:56

18:42 14:07
0250 1.50
1513 1.01

0958 0.67
2039 0.62

3 W
6:57

18:41
0:19

14:59
0415 1.53
1648 1.06

1117 0.59
2215 0.59

4 TH
6:57

18:39
1:26

15:45
0530 1.61
1802 1.18

1217 0.49
2335 0.50

5 F
6:58

18:38
2:35

16:26
0630 1.71
1900 1.32

1305 0.38

6 SA
6:58

18:37
3:45

17:03
0723 1.79
1950 1.48

0039 0.39
1346 0.28

7 SU 5:59
17:37

3:53
16:38

0711 1.82
1938 1.62

0134 0.30
1325 0.20

8 M
5:59

17:37
5:01

17:12
0755 1.79
2023 1.74

0127 0.24
1401 0.16

9 TU
5:59

17:37
6:10

17:48
0837 1.71
2108 1.82

0217 0.23
1437 0.16

10 W
5:59

17:37
7:19

18:26
0919 1.58
2153 1.86

0310 0.27
1514 0.19

U

SUN, MOON & TIDES 
– TIMES FOR NEXT 2 WEEKS

Data sourced from Bureau of 
Meteorology. Times adjusted for 
Daylight Savings when applicable.

TUTT

contact@thinkblinkdesign.com
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Adobe 
Tutoring

Experienced 
Professional Trainer 

• Photoshop • Indesign  
• Illustrator

Like us on Facebook!
AWL NSW Rehoming Organisation
Number: R251000222

Buttons & Skittles 
are delightful 
young sisters. 
If you love 
imperfections, 
you’ll fall in love 
with Buttons. She 
has a unique way 
of walking but it certainly doesn’t 
stop her from doing everything a 
cat can do. Her sister Skittles, is her 
support feline so it would be lovely 
for them to go to a special home 
together.To meet Buttons & Skittles, 
please visit the Cat Adoption Centre 
at 124 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby.
OPEN: Tues 2.30–4.30pm, Thurs 3–5pm
Sat 10am–12 noon
Call AWL on 0436 845 542

Bu t t on s  &  Skit t l esBu t t on s  &  Skit t l es

Please make an appointment 
0403 533 589 • Billinudgel

petsforlifeanimalshelter.net

All cats are desexed, 
vaccinated and 
microchipped. 
No: 953010200682583

Louis
Louis is a handsome ragdoll cross 
tabby 15 months old boy who would 
be the ideal ratter! He’s independent 
and likes his own way but is also 
affectionate. Ideally he would prefer 
to be the only cat in the house! 

Visit friendsofthepound.com to 
view other dogs and cats looking for a home.

ABN 83 126 970 338

D
A
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Daphne is a 4 month old, Staffy/Shar Pei 
X. She is from a litter of 9 pups that were 

surrendered to FOP in extremely emaciated 
condition. She is fit and healthy now and 

looking for a new home. She will make great 
family dog. # 991003002063719 

Location: Murwillumbah For more information 
contact Yvette on 0421 831 128. 

Interested?. Please complete our online adoption 
expression of interest. 

https://friendsofthepound.com/adoption-
expression-of-interest/

Johnny is 
a 3-year-old 
desexed male 
German 
Shepherd x 
Border Collie.
He is a very 
intelligent boy 
and is fantastic 
with young 
children. He’s 
also great with 
other dogs and 
very playful.
He will need further recall, leash and 
house training.
Johnny has a beautiful nature and 
will make someone, or a family, a loyal, 
loving and protective guardian.
Please contact Shell on 
0458 461 935.
MC: 991003000609156

JOHNNYJOHNNY

Byron Dog Rescue (CAWI)
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MARIE TRANTER
4.10.1942 – 2.4.2014

10 years have passed.
Loved and missed everyday.

Devoted to Pleasure
Couples, Men & Women
touchofjustine.com
0407 013 347

PETS

Richmond-Tweed 

family hstory
The next meeting of Richmond-Tweed 

Family History Society will be held on 

Saturday, 6 April at 2pm-4pm. The 

topic of this meeting will be ‘I Need 

You’ military stories. Enquiries contact 

Victoria Evans on 046 573 282. 

Flower foliage spectacular

Kyogle Garden Club will be hosting the 

flower foliage spectacular on Friday, 

19 April 9am–5pm and Saturday, 20 

April  8am–2pm at St Brigid’s School 

Hall and grounds.  Entry $3.

Junior Book Club
Are you 8-12 years? Byron Bay Library 

Junior Book Club is a great and fun 

program to get involved in. We invite 

you to read, laugh and explore new 

and exciting books, chosen by genre, 

perfect for all reading levels. Meeting 

monthly. To join contact the Byron 

Bay Library 6685 8540. Thursday, 4 

April has spaces available. 

BV Probus Club
The Brunswick Valley Probus Club 

meeting is on Tuesday, 2 April at 10am 

at the Ocean Shores Country Club. 

Guest speaker is Dr Susan Wood, a 

Byron roaming vet, will be speaking 

of her many experiences. Visitors 

welcome. Inquires ring Margaret 6680 

3316.

End-of-Life Choices
Voluntary Euthanasia End-of-Life 

Choices are discussed at Exit 

International meetings held quarterly. 

Meetings are held at Robina, South 

Tweed and Ballina.  Attendees 

must be Exit Members. For further 

Information www.exitinternational.

net or phone Catherine 0435 228 443 

(Robina & South Tweed) or Peter 0429 

950 352 (Ballina).

On The Horizon
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Email copy marked ‘On The Horizon’ to editor@echo.net.au.  

Mullumbimby District 
Neighbourhood Centre
Mullumbimby & District 

Neighbourhood Centre is open 

Monday–Friday 9am–4pm (closed 

12.30–1.30pm for lunch). We offer 

a variety of services. Everyone is 

welcome. Call reception on 6684 1286. 

Some of our services include:

Flood recovery support service: 

personalised, long-term support 

for those impacted by the floods. 

Community support: food parcels, 

meals, showers, assistance with 

electricity bills. Work Development 

Orders.

Listening Space: free counselling.

More Than A Meal: free community 

lunch Tuesday–Thursday 

12.30–1.30pm.

Financial counselling 

Staying Home, Leaving Violence 

program: Information, referral, and 

advocacy.

Gulganii affordable pantry shop: 

located at 3 Bridgeland Lane.

Orange Sky: free laundry service Mon 

morning & Wed afternoon.

To enquire about accessing any 

of these services call reception 

6684 1286, check our website 

www.mdnc.org.au, or follow us 

on Facebook or Instagram. @

mullumbimbyneighbourhoodcentre.

Byron Community
The Byron Community Centre 

provides community services 

and programs including meals, 

advocacy and counselling for locals 

in need. Fletcher Street Cottage: A 

welcoming, safe and respectful space 

where people who are experiencing 

or at risk of homelessness can come 

to get practical relief opportunities, 

find connections and access broader 

support. Fletcher Street Cottage 

services are open Tuesday–Friday. 

Breakfast: Tuesday–Friday, 7–9am. 

Showers and laundry: Tuesday–

Friday, 7am–12pm. Office support: 

Tuesday–Friday, 9am–12pm. Support 

appointments: Individual support 

appointments with community 

workers or specialist services. For 

bookings please call 6685 6807. 

Fletcher Street Cottage, 18 Fletcher 

St, Byron Bay. More info: www.

fletcherstreetcottage.com.au. 

Byron Community Cabin: Seniors 

Computer Club (school term only), 

9–11am, Friday, Carlyle Steet. More 

info: www.byroncentre.com.au 

Phone: 6685 6807.

Low-cost or free food
Food Box Thursdays 9.30–11.30am 

at Uniting Church, Mullumbimby. You 

may purchase cheap food, obtain 

free veges, and enjoy a cuppa. The 

Hub Baptist Church in Ocean Shores 

has food relief available for anyone 

doing it tough, please contact us on 

0434 677747 if you find yourself doing 

it tough. No ID or Concession Card 

required. NILs referral service also 

available. Check Facebook page The 

Hub Baptist Ocean Shores for details. 

Liberation Larder Takeaway lunches 

and groceries Monday and Thursday 

12 till 1pm. Fletcher Street end of the 

Byron Community Centre.

Respite Service
Byron Shire Respite Service delivers 

high-quality respite care to a broad 

range of clients throughout the Byron, 

Ballina and Lismore shires. Donations 

welcome: Ph 6685 1921, email 

fundraiser@byronrespite.com.au, 

website: www.byronrespite.com.au.

Alateen meeting
Alateen meeting every Thursday at 
5–6pm. Do you have a parent, close 
friend or relative with a drinking 
problem? Alateen can help. For 

8–16-year-olds meet St Cuthbert’s 
Anglican Church Hall, 13 Powell Street, 
corner of Florence Street Tweed 
Heads. Al-Anon family groups for older 
members at the same time and place. 
1300 ALANON 1300 252 666 www.
al-anon.org.au.

ACA
Adult Children of Alcoholic Parents 
and/or Dysfunctional Families (ACA) 
help & recovery group meets in 
Lismore every Friday 10–11.30am, Red 
Dove Centre, 80 Keen Street. Byron 
meetings are on Tuesdays at 7pm 
via Zoom – meeting ID 554 974 582 
password byronbay.

Drug support groups
Call Alcoholics Anonymous 1800 423 
431 or 0401 945 671 – 30 meetings a 
week in the Shire – www.aa.org.au. 
Are you experiencing difficulties and 
challenges because of the alcohol or 
drug use of someone close to you? 
Learn coping skills and gain support 
from others. Narcotics Anonymous
is a fellowship of men and women 
for whom drugs had become a major 
problem. We are recovering addicts 
who meet regularly to help each 
other stay clean. For information and 
meetings call 1300 652 820 or text 
your postcode to 0488 811 247. www.
na.org.au. Are you concerned about 
somebody else’s drinking? Al-Anon 
Family Groups meetings held Fridays 
at 2pm by Zoom. 1300 252666 www.
al-anon.org.au. 

Support after suicide
StandBy provides support to people 
who have lost someone to suicide. 
They provide free face-to-face and 
telephone support and are accessible 
24/7. Follow-up contact is available 
for up to one year. Find out more 
at: www.standbysupport.com.au or 
call 13 11 14. If you, or someone you 
are with, are in need of immediate 
support please call an ambulance or 
police on 000.

Volunteer call out
Support for New Mums Inc. a 
Northern NSW community program 
are recruiting volunteers in the Byron 
Shire. We offer a free of charge, home 
visiting program for mothers with 
babies. For more information email 
Deb: newmums8@gmail.com.

Regular As Clockwork
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Please note that, owing to space restrictions, not all entries may be 

included each week. Email copy marked ‘Regular As Clockwork’ to 

editor@echo.net.au.
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Sport Supported by Newy Store

Art by Chrissie
chrissieartwork@gmail.com
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Rainbow Dragons (Lennox 

Head Ballina) won three 

trophies and had a fantastic 

weekend of fun, fitness and 

friendship at Grafton Dragon 

Boat Club’s regatta earlier in 

March.

Eight boats raced in 

steamy 30-plus degree 

conditions in Saturday’s 6km 

Around the Island Marathon 

where Rainbow paddlers 

won third place.

Sunday’s 200m sprint 

race placings were based on 

total times over two heats 

which meant a crew could 

look good in a heat, but not 

be guaranteed a place. Race 

conditions were blustery too, 

slowing down times. 

However, the Women’s 

10s and Open 10s teams 

managed the conditions well 

earning a first and third place 

respectively.

‘Lots of comments were 

made about how well the 

Rainbow teams looked on 

the water with their smooth, 

synchronized stroking. This 

is something the teams have 

been training hard to per-

fect,’ Rainbows’ head coach, 

Mary Davis said.

Now, the club wishes the 

very best to eight Rainbow 

Dragons and a Ballina Drag-

ons paddler who have been 

selected in the Northern 

Region team for the Region 

versus Region competition, 

at the NSW State Champion-

ships in Sydney on Sunday 

April 7.

‘Smooth stroking’ Rainbow Dragons earn trophies

Rainbow Dragons Women’s 10s: gold medal winners at the Grafton regatta. Photo supplied

Casuarina cricketers too strong for 

Lachlan McKenzie

Mullumbimby Brunswick 

Cricket Club (MBCC) had a 

very successful season finish-

ing second on the ladder 

at the end of the home and 

away season with 13 wins 

and 4 losses, but fell short 

of winning the grand final 

against the Casuarina Crocs.

In the semi-final played 

two weeks ago MBCC could 

only muster 87 runs, how-

ever, thanks to some tight 

bowling and outstanding 

fielding the side, playing at 

home, bowled out Cudgen 

for 82 to win by five runs.

 Josh Hayes was the best 

of the bowlers claiming 4 /11  

from four overs.

In the grand final last Sat-

urday MBCC travelled north 

to face the  Casuarina Crocs, 

who have won the past two 

seasons and finished the 

home and away season in 

first position. 

MBCC won the toss 

and sent Casuarina in to 

bat with the hope of the 

wind assisting the bowlers. 

Unfortunately, the wind only 

brought the rain and within a 

few minutes the ball resem-

bled a piece of soap. Hamish 

Lang was able to bamboozle 

the Crocs batters, slow the 

run rate and pick up two 

wickets to finish with figures 

of 2/25 from five overs.

As the ball dried out the 

Crocs slowed down and they 

posted a respectable 5/210 

from their 40 overs. While 

the target seemed possible 

the Crocs continued to take 

wickets as they have done 

all season and bowled out 

MBCC for 73.

While it was not the result 

Mullum-Bruns were after, 

the team should be proud to 

finish as runners up in their 

first season in the Tweed 

district cricket association.

The MBCC third-grade XI. Photo supplied

Roller derby rocks the Cavanbah Centre
The Red Kennedys have 

once again dominated the 

Northern Rivers Revolt Roller 

Derby Tournament held at 

the Cavanbah Centre over 

the weekend of March 16-17.

The Red Kennedys are 

part of the Brisbane City 

Rollers and won all five of 

the games they played. This 

is their third consecutive 

tournament win.

All up six teams competed 

in this nationally diverse and 

all-inclusive tournament, run 

in partnership by the Tweed 

Valley Rollers and Northern 

Rivers Roller Derby teams. 

The hosts entered a com-

bined team called the River 

Valley Rollers that won three 

out of five games.

Visiting teams included 

the Capital Brawlers from 

ACT, the Nerdy Dragons from 

Victoria, the Inconceivables 

from Western Australia and 

the Sirens from Sydney.

The event raised almost 

$1,600 for The Sanctuary 

Women, Children & Pet’s 

Refuge.

‘The feedback we 

received from visiting clubs 

is overwhelmingly positive 

and that the venue, the 

Cavanbah Centre, is perfect,’ 

Lisa O’Leary, tournament 

coordinator said.

Fast and physical: the Northern Rivers Revolt had plenty to 

offer over 15 games at the Cavanbah Centre. Photo supplied

Big week in Byron Bay for adaptive surfers
Australia’s first-ever interna-

tional adaptive surfing con-

test held in Byron Bay last 

week was an overwhelming 

success according to organ-

iser Mark ‘mono’ Stewart.

‘Were stoked. Across the 

whole event everything 

went according to plan. We 

couldn’t be happier,’ he said.

Crowd support for the 92 

entrants from 16 countries 

was there all week.

There was also contest-

able waves at the Pass for 

five days, supported by early 

morning off-shore winds.

And to add icing to the 

cake Mark collected a first 

place in the kneel division.

‘I was pretty physically 

and emotionally tired by the 

time my final came up, but 

I got a good start and then 

managed to finish it off with 

a nine-point ride,’ he said.

The Byron Bay contest 

kicks off the Adaptive Surfing 

Professional (ASP) World 

Tour for 2024.

Other stops include 

Hawaii, Cost Rica, Japan 

(trial) and California.

Lennox Head’s Joel Taylor 

collected a second place in 

the prone division.

Byron Bay has the Austral-

ian leg for a total three years. 

‘We set the bar really high,’ 

Mark said. 

‘We also had a chance to 

see the accessibility issue 

that many small towns face,’

Organisers are meeting 

with Byron Shire Council to 

discuss any problems and 

solutions to make improve-

ments into the future.

‘But really, it was an 

amazing first event,’ he said.

Brazil’s Fellipe Kizu Lima tucks in. Photo supplied
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Last week’s story headline 

‘Rezonings adopted’ wasn’t 

correct, given Council 

adopted a request to ask the 

state government to rezone 

17 parcels of land for future 

housing (some of which is 

flood-prone). 

Those over 40 might want to 

pause and reflect that local 

thrash metal legends, Park-

way Drive, have announced 

their 20th Anniversary Tour. 

Well done lads :)

Rolls Royce’s nuclear division 

said in a media release last 

week they are very happy 

that the Australian govern-

ment’s AUKUS agreement/

slush fund will prop up their 

operations in Derby, UK. Well 

okay, that wasn’t the word-

ing, but you get the gist.

Regarding the Tasmanian 

elections held on the 

weekend, Senator Jacqui 

Lambi tweeted: ‘Why on earth 

would @TasLabor concede so 

quickly? Why wouldn’t they 

wait for the final result  – hon-

ouring their voters and their 

party workers! It’s like they 

don’t even want to govern!’

Independent MP, Dr Monique 

Ryan MP tweeted, ‘The Chief 

Scientist says nuclear is very 

expensive and the former 

Chief Scientist says it will 

cause carbon emissions to 

skyrocket. Once again on 

climate change, the Coalition 

is one side and the science 

is on the other. I’ll go with 

the science’.

Pity the fool: April 1 is also 

Test Your Smoke Alarm Day! 

Congrats JD Property Group, 

whose Jonson Lane project 

just won Urban Development 

Institute of Australia’s Best 

Boutique Development in 

Australia. ‘My congratulations 

go to the many local consult-

ants and organisations 

behind this win’, said local 

MP Tamara Smith (Greens).

Congrats Vanamala Mayr-

Reisch, who is nominated 

for the Women Changing the 

World Award 2024, for her 

work empowering women 

and instilling a positive body 

image for mental and physi-

cal wellbeing. For more info 

visit wcwawards.com.

Vale well-known and loved 

Byron Bay identity and surf 

legend, Max Pendergast, who 

has died, aged 80.

ICYMI According to Julian 

Assange’s wife Stella, the 

long-awaited case, Assange 
v Secretary of State for Home 
Department, was held last 

Wednesday in the Royal 

Courts of Justice in the UK. 

Psst: One of Australia’s 

most high profile whistle 

blowers, David McBride, will 

hold an intimate meeting 

at the Mullum RSL this 

Saturday (March 30) from 

2pm. As a military lawyer, 

he has been pursued by the 

federal government in the 

courts for years after leaking 

evidence of war crimes in the 

Afghanistan war.  

BLUES FEST 24 
DOOR TO DOOR

Door to Door Charter Services

BOOK ONLINE NOW
byronbuscompany.com.au
0490 183 424
arrive@byronbuscompany.com.au

        Airport Transfers | Tours | Parties | Weddings
Blues Fest Transfers since 2014 | Beach Walks | Events

        A
F

BLUESFEST BYRON
BUS Col

1300 748 948
hardysolar.com.au

YOUR LOCAL SOLAR SPECIALIST!

Solar
Maintenance

Batteries

Lic # 78609

Arielle and Kira were very happy with the lanterns they made at the Harmony Day event in 

Railway Park on Saturday. They were part of the Lantern Parade, who made their way to 

Apex Park on Main Beach, just after dark. Photo Eve Jeffery

MULLUM’S HOT SPOT MULLUM’S HOT SPOT 

FOR DELICIOUS EATS,FOR DELICIOUS EATS,
SUMPTUOUS  SUMPTUOUS 

DRINKS,DRINKS,
TREATS  TREATS 
GALORE,GALORE,
COCKTAILS, COCKTAILS, 
PLUS MUCH  PLUS MUCH 
MUCH MORE!MUCH MORE!

THE EMPIRE THE EMPIRE ISIS 

THE EMPIRE  •  20 Burringbar St Mullumbimby 
Open seven days 8am–3pm   •   Licensed venue
empiremullum.com.au   •     EmpireMullum 

CRYSTAL HEALINGS & 
READINGS, REIKI, KINESIOLOGY
‘Katee iss aa kindd andd thoughtfull therapistt whoo putss youu att easee 
fromm thee momentt youu meett her.. Shee expllainedd eeverythingg 
too mee before,, duringg andd afterr ourr ssession.. Shee ppickedd upp 
onn whatt wass goingg onn withh mee andd hass helpedd mee throughh aa 
difficultt mentall timee ass welll ass withh physicall painn thatt doctorss 
havee longg sincee givenn upp on.. II couldn’tt thankk herr enoughh andd 
wouldn’tt hesitatee too recommendd herr too anyone.’’ ~~ Tirzaa Abb

0413 003 301
crystalsanddreaming.com.au

Your body remembers everything that has 
ever happened to you. Using muscle testing 
and a range of healing techniques, Kate taps 
into your body’s innate wisdom to process 
and clear issues that may be contributing to 
pain or imbalance.

Cnr Brigantine & Wollongbar St, 
Byron Arts & Industry Estate | 6685 5212
www.hotelandhome.com.au | bedsrus.com.au

*Conditions apply. Limited time from participating stores. Dis-
counts off recommended retail price. Accessories not included.

UP TO 60% OFF

MATTRESSES, 
BEDROOM FURNITURE 

& MANCHESTER
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