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Student HECS debt to be cut, say federal Labor
Two new major initiatives to support 

current and former higher education 

students have been announced by 

the federal Labor government. 

Last week, The Echo asked local 

Federal Labor MP, Justine Elliot, 

what she thought of the expected 

increase of HECS loans, which were 

set to soar by 4.7 per cent on June 1. 

She referred to a reply by PM 

Anthony Albanese; during the 

week, he announced that more than 

three million Australians would have 

their student debt wiped, equating 

to around $3 billion. 

Mrs Elliot said in a press release 

on Tuesday that it will benefit 

20,000 people with tertiary debt 

on the North Coast. 

She said, ‘The government will 

cap the HELP indexation rate to 

whatever is lower out of the Con-

sumer Price Index or the Wage Price 

Index with effect from June 1, 2023, 

and backdate the relief to June 1 last 

year. This will benefit every person 

with a HELP debt, fixing the issue of 

last year’s spike in the CPI indexa-

tion rate of 7.1 per cent…’

The other changes that will 

‘make a big difference to locals on 

the North Coast’, will be a $319.50 

per week payment for those under-

taking mandatory work placements 

for teaching, nursing, midwifery, 

and social work qualifications.

Tiana on bubbles and Stella and Raffia on stilts showered Mullum’s main street with rainbows, love and colour for the Laneways Festival, held over 

the weekend. The event filled the streets and venues, and thankfully the rain held off. Photo Jeff ‘Without Rain There Are No Rainbows’ Dawson

will not be 
incorporated into 
Council planning 
‘at this stage’
Hans Lovejoy

With the recent release of local 

flood data from the devastating 

2022 floods now public, Council 

staff have told The Echo there is 

no budget this year to apply for 

funding to incorporate it into their 

planning instruments.

The Echo asked Council staff 

whether there would be any analy-

sis or summary of the report made 

public by Council’s flood engineers/

hydrologists, yet that also appears 

to be not forthcoming. 

The Post 2022 Event Flood Behav-
iour Analysis – Brunswick River was 

quietly published on the SES website 

recently, and came without any 

announcement by the NSW Depart-

ment of Planning & Environment. 

The Echo also asked whether/

when ‘this report will be incorporated 

into Council planning instruments’. 

A Council staff member replied, 

‘The NSW Department of Climate 

Change, Energy, the Environment 

and Water Flood Report has now 

been publicly released on the SES 

website and Council will shortly be 

sharing the link to it on our website’.

Floodplain management 
plans need updating

‘While the report’s findings pro-

vide various recommendations that 

Byron Shire Council support, we will 

not be making any changes to our 

planning instruments at this stage. 

▶ Continued on page 2

Biggest little town alive with colour 
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Tweed Hospital 

Public hospital and emergency services are 
moving to Tweed Valley Hospital.
If you need emergency medical treatment after 8am on 14 May
go to the Tweed Valley Hospital Emergency Department at 
771 Cudgen Road, Cudgen.

Dial triple zero (000) for an ambulance 
if you require urgent medical assistance.

The Tweed Hospital, Powell Street, will close at 
8am on Tuesday 14 May 2024.

Northern NSW Local Health District

services are 
moving
8am, Tuesday 14 May 2024

LP2106

OPEN 7 DAYS
140 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay NSW 2481 | 02 6685 6874 | www.edenatbyron.com.au

Beautiful gifts for every mum

Young woman sexually touched in Byron 
Reports of a young woman 

being sexually assaulted 

in Byron Bay have been 

clarified as ‘sexual touching’ 

by Detective Chief Inspector 

Matt Kehoe. 

He told The Echo the 

matter was reported to 

police at around 1am on 

Wednesday April 24.

‘Police attended and 

spoke with a 23-year-old 

female Belgian tourist’. 

‘She reported a sexual 

touching matter near 

the Arts Factory at about 

12.30am on 24/04/24. 

‘The victim was unable 

to provide any description 

other than three males 

“touched her” on the outside 

of her clothing and rubbed 

against her, before she 

screamed and yelled at them 

and they ran off. 

‘A search was conducted 

but failed to locate the 

males. [It was] Reported as 

a sexual touching, but not a 

sexual assault. 

‘Victim welfare was 

provided and the matter was 

investigated by detectives. 

Investigations ongoing’.

Wednesday 12.30am
‘Anyone with dashcam 

footage or CCTV footage from 

Burns or Gordon Streets 

around 12.30am on Wednes-

day 24/04/24 is asked to 

contact police’.

The Echo understands 

the woman has now left the 

region.

Gazan aid tied up in red tape
A freedom flotilla attempting 

to get much-needed aid to 

starving Gazans in war-torn 

Palestine is being hampered 

by Israeli forces, according to 

a statement by the Freedom 

Flotilla Coalition (FFC). 

They say the small African 

nation of Guinea Bissau has 

withdrawn its flag from two 

of the three ships planned to 

sail to Gaza.

‘Without a flag, the ships 

are not authorised to leave 

Istanbul port and sail into 

international waters’, they 

said. ‘This is wasting critical 

time that the people in Gaza 

do not have’.

FFC says, ‘Guinea Bis-

sau’s decision is the result 

of underhanded Israeli 

political pressure on the 

small country. The FFC are 

now searching for a willing 

country to offer their flag as 

a replacement’. 

Local man Surya 
McEwen on board

Local man Surya McEwen, 

has joined the FFC, and is 

one of three Australians com-

mitted to the cause. 

All three are in Istanbul, 

says FCC.

‘Some of the human 

rights observers that were 

to participate in the mission 

have decided to return to 

their respective countries 

owing to the delay. 

‘Many have said they will 

return, and some have said 

they will be encouraging more 

applicants to join them. 

‘We are imploring on 

the media to highlight 

this mission, and in doing 

so, apply pressure on the 

Australian government to 

support our Australian rep-

resentatives, Surya McEwen, 

Daniel Coward and Helen 

O’Sullivan, and ensure this 

aid reaches Gaza’.

‘In order to do this, 

we would need our own 

updated floodplain manage-

ment plan for each catch-

ment in the shire.

A review to review
‘The tenders to review the 

Belongil and Tallow Creek 

Floodplain Management 

Plans are currently under 

review, and the success-

ful consultants will be 

engaged soon. These have 

been funded by the NSW 

government’s floodplain 

management grant program. 

Staff will likely seek a further 

grant to complete a review 

of the North Byron Floodplain 
Management Plan as part of 

the 2025 NSW government’s 

floodplain management 

grant program. Unfortunately, 

at this stage, Council does 

not have budget to make 

an application in this year’s 

round that closes on 16 May. 

‘All reviews will involve 

working closely with our 

established Floodplain Advi-

sory Committee, etc’.

▶ Continued from page 1
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Freemasonry looks to its future 
Hans Lovejoy

Meet the Freemasonry Grand 

PooBah of Lodge Cavanbah 

in Byron Bay, Nick Towers. 

Nick has taken the chair for 

the seventh time during the 

past 30 years, and is calling 

on local men to get engaged 

with the organisation. 

He told The Echo they have 

supported many different 

charities and others who 

sought help over the decades. 

The Byron Bay Croquet Club 

is the most recent beneficiary 

– they recently received a 

state-of-the-art, automatic, 

voice command defibrillator 

from Lodge Cavanbah.

‘Lodge Cavanbah has 

been going since 1903’, says 

Mr Towers, and according 

to www.masons.au, it’s the 

longest-serving community 

organisation in the town. 

‘Only the lighthouse, built 

1901, has served the town 

longer in a continuous capac-

ity. Freemasony in Byron Bay 

has operated in the town 

longer the Byron Shire Coun-

cil (now in Mullumbimby), 

which commenced in 1906, 

or the Surf Lifesaving Club 

which commenced in 1907 

and the Boy Scouts Group 

which started in 1910.

‘Charity has always been 

our main focus,’ says Mr 

Towers. ‘In the past, with 

strong membership, we 

preferred to just give, quietly. 

Charity has no bragging 

rights. Yet today, member-

ship is falling’. 

He says the group are 

hoping to attract new mem-

bers who are interested in 

helping others.

‘George Feros was an active 

member of Lodge Cavanbah’, 

he said, referring to the ‘love-

able eccentric’ Byron local 

who successfully campaigned 

for an aged care facility.

Not a religion
‘Freemasonry is not a 

religion’, he says. ‘Nor do we 

discuss it. It’s the same as 

with politics’. 

‘We are seeking out a 

younger generation with 

their heart in the right place’. 

‘Those older than me are 

in their 80s and 90s, yet they 

never miss a meeting!’

According to www.masons.

au, ‘The eligibility criteria 

includes being male, over 18, 

and to ‘Believe in a Supreme 

Being or not be an atheist’.

The group meet at 1/6 

Byron Street, Byron Bay on 

the third Thursday of the 

month from 7.30pm. To get 

involved, email ntowers@

iinet.net.au. 

Freemasonry Grand PooBah of Lodge Cavanbah, Nick Towers. Photo Jeff Dawson

Protests aim at Labor’s coal/gas project approvals
Local Federal Labor MP, 

Justine Elliot, has labelled 

those who protested at 

her Tweed office last week 

as Greens members, and 

claimed it was ‘just another 

cheap political stunt’.

As part of national ‘Rise 

Up’ protests against fossil 

fuel impacts on climate, 

activists are calling on the 

Albanese government to 

stop approving new coal and 

gas projects.

The Rise Up protesters say 

the protests were nationally 

co-ordinated by GetUp, 

350 Australia, Australian 

Conservation Foundation, 

Australian Youth Climate 

Council (AYCC), Rising Tide 

and Move Beyond Coal. 

They say their concerns 

includes ‘No more coal and 

gas; strong nature laws, 

and ending coal, oil and gas 

handouts’.

Mrs Elliot’s 258 word reply 

to The Echo included previous 

criticisms of the Greens, and 

she added that the Greens 

voted with the Liberals and 

Nationals in 2015, ‘to change 

the pension asset test, which 

cut the pension to around 

370,000 pensioners by as 

much as $12,000 a year, and 

saw many part-pensioners 

lose their pension all together.’

Greens candidate, Mandy 

Nolan, is contesting the once 

safe Labor seat of Richmond. 

Mrs Elliot says her govern-

ment ‘has taken strong 

action on climate change’. 

‘We’ve lifted our country’s 

emission reduction targets 

by half, from 26 per cent to 

43 per cent, and become one 

of just 33 countries to have 

enshrined those targets, 

together with net zero, in the 

law of the land, sending a 

message to renewable energy 

investors around the world 

that Australia has changed 

and is open and welcoming to 

renewable investment’.

Yet Move Beyond Coal 

Northern Rivers say Labor 

have failed to deliver on their 

promise to fix broken envi-

ronment laws – see page 12. 

They say, ‘There are almost 

30 new coal and gas projects 

that will likely be approved 

under our current weak 

nature laws. These fossil fuel 

projects represent up to 17 

billion tonnes of emissions (or 

30-years of Australia’s total 

annual emissions)’.
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This Saturday, May 11, The Mandy 4 Richmond campaign will be holding their ‘Art of Change’ 

art auction at Mullum’s Byron School of Art from 5.30pm. It is to help Mandy Nolan get elected 

to the local federal seat. Organisers say, ‘Works by of Australia’s most exciting established 

and emerging artists, like Lindy Lee, Adam Cullen, Emma Walker and Blak Douglas, will be 

auctioned off on the night’. Pictured are Greens senator, David Shoebridge, and local Federal 

Greens candidate, Mandy Nolan, with an Adam Cullen print. Photo Jeff ‘Hounded’ Dawson

Food security workshop May 11
Paul Bibby

How can we as a community 

ensure that a steady supply 

of nutritious food is available 

to everyone after a natural 

disaster?

Do we go down the 

prepper’s path – stockpiling 

tonnes of canned food and 

tanks full of drinking water, 

or is there a better way?

This key question will be 

the subject of four upcom-

ing workshops being run 

across the Northern Rivers, 

with the Byron event kicking 

off from May 11.

Run by local not-for-

profit organisation Plan C, 

the Rising Together work-

shops are designed to help 

ensure our community’s 

ongoing access to food in the 

aftermath of the 2022 floods 

and in anticipation of more 

challenges to come.

‘I think with people seeing 

empty shelves after the 

2002 floods, it showed that 

“okay, well, yes, this really is 

an issue”,’ said the founder 

and CEO of Plan C, Dr Jean 

Renouf.

‘Food drops had to be 

organised for people who 

were cut off, and we also 

saw that, for those who were 

already in a precarious posi-

tion, the floods really made 

getting the basics like food 

extremely challenging.’

Response to 
demand 

The workshops, which 

were a response to commu-

nity demand, will provide an 

early step in addressing these 

food security challenges by 

exploring four key areas: ways 

to access land for food culti-

vation, region-wide initiatives 

for addressing food security, 

and key strategies for food 

preparedness that each of us 

can implement right now.

‘The key principle is 

diversity of access to food,’ 

Dr Renouf said.

‘From a prepper’s, 

perspective, it’s a year’s 

worth of canned food and, 

yes, that’s one option. 

But there’s also growing, 

exchanging, buying food 

directly from the farm, rais-

ing your own (animal-based) 

food and fishing.

‘We want our community 

to be able to access food 

from a multiplicity of places 

and then to have multiple 

options for storing. Cans 

are really only one option, 

there’s also freeze-drying, 

dehydrating, pickling – there 

are a lot of alternative 

options out there.’

The overarching themes of 

the workshop are skill build-

ing, exchanging information 

and connecting – continuing 

the theme that resilience is 

achieved collectively rather 

than individually.

Four workshops
The four workshops will 

take place in Byron (May 11), 

Lismore (May 17), Kyogle 

(June 14) and Casino (June 

15), with seven additional 

sessions planned for later in 

the year.

With the project funded 

through the Northern Rivers 

Community Foundation 

(NRCF), attendance is free. 

However, with numbers 

capped at 25 people per ses-

sion, spaces are likely to be 

snapped up fast.

For more informa-

tion and to register, go 

to www.planc.org.au/

rising-together.

Where art gets political

Paul Bibby

Is it time for a new approach 

to beach safety that utilises 

AI technology to tell locals 

and visitors where it’s safe 

to swim?

Despite numerous public 

education and school-based 

beach safety campaigns 

going back more than a 

century, more Australians are 

statistically losing  their lives 

at the beach than ever. 

According to the latest 

National Drowning Report, 

there were 75 beach drowning 

deaths across the country 

in the 12 months to July last 

year. That’s a 29 per cent 

increase on the ten-year aver-

age. Interestingly, 39 per cent 

of beach drowning victims live 

within 10km of the drowning 

location, suggesting that 

while most victims are visi-

tors, locals are not immune.

So, is it time for us to 

amend the time-honoured 

adage of ‘swim between the 

flags’ to include the phrase 

‘swim where the AI app tells 

you?’ A quick chat to locals 

last week revealed a diverse 

range of views on this topic.

‘An app won’t help as 

conditions change too fast,’ 

local Blake Williamson said.

‘Education on rips, sweeps, 

currents, tides, and different 

types of beaches is needed’.

Another local, Daniel 

Nauman, said locals 

generally got to know their 

beaches well over time and 

to so an app would be more 

helpful for casual beach 

users such as tourists.

‘Swim between the flags 

is best, but there are big 

stretches of our coast with-

out flagged areas,’ he said.

‘So I see potential in AI 

assistance for those areas.’

Surf Lifesaving New Zea-

land has teamed up with that 

country’s institute of water 

and atmospheric research 

to create a rip identification 

app that uses AI and deep 

learning technologies.

Tens of thousands of ocean 

images have been loaded into 

the program so that it can 

identify rip currents in stills 

or video with more than 90 

per cent accuracy.

Swimmers can now simply 

take a video of the beach 

on their smart phone and 

then receive a hot-spot style 

graphic showing them the 

safest (and most dangerous) 

spots to swim on the beach.

The University of NSW 

and Surf Lifesaving Australia 

(SLSA) are currently collabo-

rating on an Australian version 

of the app, called Rip Eye.

But the research team 

are not in favour of simply 

giving all swimmers a digital 

tool that advises them about 

where it’s safe to swim.

Professor Rob Brander, 

who is part of the team 

developing Rip Eye, told The 
Guardian that, ‘I’m very wary 

of giving people technology 

that will give them a false 

sense of security and may 

actually encourage them to 

avoid swimming between 

the flags’.

Professor Brander, and 

others, have suggested that 

more education is needed so 

that those who do decide not 

to drive to a patrolled beach 

where they can swim between 

the flags can learn how to 

spot a rip at the beach.

Research conducted in 

Australia and overseas sug-

gests that the vast majority of 

us cannot consistently spot a 

rip, even if we think we can.

It seems that while AI is 

becoming generally accepted 

in many areas of our lives, 

the jury is still out on using it 

for rip spotting. 

For now, it’s still ‘swim 

between the flags’.

John Shipton to speak in Mullum, May 8
John Shipton, father of 

detained Wikileaks founder 

Julian Assange, will par-

ticipate in a Q&A session this 

Wednesday evening, May 8, 

from 7pm. 

The award-winning 

journalist is still in London’s 

high-security Belmarsh 

Prison, where ill health 

prevented his appearance at 

his latest legal hearing. 

The UK High Court is to 

decide on an appeal from Mr 

Assange’s lawyers against a 

recent decision in favour of 

the US Justice Department’s 

extradition request. 

The court’s decision is 

expected on May 20. Shipton 

will appear in Mullum’s Civic 

Hall as part of Turning Point 

Talks, along with David 

Heilpern and Mia Armitage. 
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Exploring the Burmese struggle, May 30  
Kerry Wright

Rosemary Breen, from 

Inverell, is 85 this year, and 

still going strong, despite 

cancer. Rosemary (and her 

late husband) have been 

teaching, then quietly build-

ing clean water systems for 

villages and schools in the ‘dry 

region’ of Burma (renamed 

Myanmar by the military) for 

some years, unhindered.

So far, her local team has 

designed and set up over 450 

highly successful projects, 

which is rather a miracle. 

Each tank costs around 

$2,000. She hopes to get 

to 500 completed in her 

lifetime. Each has a donor 

plaque on the side. The first 

person I thought of after I 

met Rosemary was Jacqui 

Boyett, from Global Ripple. 

Sure enough, a tank for them 

is now well on its way!

Many Burmese people 

have had enough. Unfortu-

nately, not all the young men 

being conscripted into the 

army are able to escape, and 

more than 20,000 prisoners 

languish in cages. 

While we may not imme-

diately be able to help brave 

Burmese souls from their 

truly shocking situation, we 

can attend a very special 

event, and hear the truth 

from those who know about 

the Burmese plight.

We can possibly also 

meet Rosemary, if she is well 

enough to drive, at her table. 

We can certainly hug Jacqui 

very tightly. Rosemary hopes 

to be at a special Byron 

Writers Festival event along 

with Australian academic, 

and ex-Insein Prison inmate, 

Sean Turnell, previously 

Aung San Suu Kyi’s economic 

advisor, and ex-political 

prisoner, Dr Ma Thida. They 

will be in conservation with 

Mick O’Regan at Mullum’s 

Civic Hall on May 30. 

 ▶ More info, see page 23

Calculate yours at taxcuts.gov.au
Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra
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Estimate yours with the 
tax cut calculator.

Top-down planning failing, says Greens MP
Data released by the NSW 

government on its key housing 

policy, the Transport Oriented 

Development (TOD) State 

Environment Planning Policy 

(SEPP), has been criticised 

by Greens MP, Sue Higginson. 

She said in a media release 

on Tuesday that the TOD has 

come under intense criticism 

from planning experts. 

‘The government has used 

a theoretical capacity metric 

to promise 170,000 new 

homes across 37 precincts, 

but experts indicate that only 

two thirds of those houses 

could actually be delivered 

owing to market conditions 

and other factors’.

‘These new figures rep-

resent a perfect example of 

the state government’s ill-

planned and poorly-executed 

top-down, developer-driven 

agenda’.

‘The figures not only rep-

resent a theoretical density 

capacity, failing to take into 

consideration market condi-

tions, but have been handed 

down to councils who have 

not yet been supplied with 

current housing targets in the 

first place’.

No public housing 
She adds, ‘As it stands, not 

only do the numbers not add 

up, but the policy has been 

rushed to this point with 

poor consultation. 

‘There is a decided lack of 

specific minimum affordable 

housing incorporated into the 

Labor government’s band-aid 

development plan, and no 

public housing whatsoever’.

Clive Hamilton to speak 
in Lismore June 13
Celebrated author and 

professor, Clive Hamilton, 

will discuss the notion of 

how to prepare and manage 

the challenges of a warming 

climate in Australia.  

Organisers say the topic 

is explored in Living Hot, the 

book Clive has co-authored 

with George Wilkenfeld.  

Clive will be in Lismore 

on Thursday, 13 June at 7pm 

at Lismore Heights Bowling 

Club ‘to give a sober assess-

ment of our climate change 

predicament, and also 

explore how we can survive 

and even thrive’. 

Organisers say, ‘Clive is 

a professor at Charles Sturt 

University in Canberra. He has 

been named a “living legend” 

by academics and scholars for 

his influential work on social 

and environmental issues’. 

‘Lismore Politics in the Pub 

is a non-profit organisation 

and all monies raised go 

towards speaker expenses 

and event running costs. 

‘The committee is run 

by volunteers who will be 

delighted to see you on the 

night’. 

The club is located at 181A 

High Street, Lismore.

SCU Lismore ‘suspends’ 
music degree, adds others
The Bachelor of Contem-

porary Music has been 

‘suspended’ from Southern 

Cross University’s Lismore 

campus, owing to ‘low 

demand’ from  students, a 

spokesperson says. 

In a statement, SCU’s 

Chief Marketing Officer, 

Dean Gould, says the course 

‘continues to attract steady 

numbers at Southern 

Cross University’s Coomera 

campus on the Gold Coast, 

where it is also offered’. 

Yet Gould did say the uni 

‘continues to upgrade its mix 

of courses at the Lismore 

campus with veterinary sci-

ences and physiotherapy on 

the horizon’. 

He says a Veterinary Tech-

nology degree will be offered 

next year, and Bachelor of 

Veterinary Medicine in 2026. 

‘There is no vet science 

degree course offering 

anywhere close to northern 

NSW, so this important 

career has, until now, called 

our local people away from 

the region,’ Mr Gould said. 

New degrees 
‘A Bachelor of Physiother-

apy starts at the Southern 

Cross Coffs Harbour campus 

next year, and is planned to 

open at the Lismore campus 

in 2026’. 

Clive Hamilton. 

Photo supplied
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Multicultural fest lights up Byron, May 12 
M ulitkulcha Festival organ-

isers say they are thrilled 

to announce their lineup 

‘as one of the best multicultural 

programs ever in Byron’. 

The free family event will take 

place on Sunday, May 12, at Marvell 

Hall, Byron Bay, from 1.30pm till 

9.30pm. 

Festival organiser and Bay 

FM presenter, Judy Shelley, told 

The Echo, ‘Throughout the day 

and night, the stage will be set 

for over 100 talented performers, 

showcasing an incredible range of 

multicultural expressions. 

‘In addition to incredible 

music, attendees can partake in 

a variety of activities, including 

face-painting, raffles, and kids’ 

craft activities. International 

flavours will be available through 

an array of delectable dishes, while 

art enthusiasts can explore unique 

creations by local artists such 

as Nickolla Clark, Nigel Stewart, 

Oral Roberts and more’.

Indian maestro
Judy says, ‘One of the highlights 

of the festival is an exquisite per-

formance of classical Hindustani 

music by Indian maestro, Poly 

Varghese. Poly is a musical genius, 

and considered a national treasure 

of India’. 

‘He is a multi-instrumentalist 

who plays 100 instruments, 

composing and touring with the 

London Philharmonic, and many 

other prestigious musicians. Being 

an international touring star, he has 

performed in 55 countries during 

his career.  

‘Poly Varghese will visit Byron 

for the first time, playing classical 

instrument, the mohan veena, 

along with local tabla musician, 

Rodney Wright. 

‘Another very special offering 

on the day will be the Mother’s Day 

afternoon tea, a heartwarming 

gathering that will raise funds for 

the Red Heart Project, a charity 

started by Mullum local, Jo Morrish. 

‘Jo has just arrived back from 

Kenya, supporting women and 

girls in creating their own feminine 

hygiene products on a sewing 

machine she brought all the way 

across several countries. 

‘The afternoon will feature 

BayFM comedian, Kate Payne, and 

musician, Sophia Fletcher, and 

there will be door prizes.

Big lineup
‘Leading the lineup for the 

evening of multicultural maestros 

is Natty Dolaiasi, a renowned 

elder and song man from Malaita, 

Solomon Islands. His sell-out shows 

and tribal melodies have been cap-

turing audiences across Australia. 

Joining him on the program are 

highly esteemed artists such as 

Greg Sheehan, Lucy Gallant, Kai-Fi, 

Las Comadres, Batala as well as 

Poly Varghese and Rodney Wright. 

‘Performance artists such as 

Bundjalung man, Nigel Stewart, 

Mana Aloha Hula Troupe, The 

Bollywood Sisters, Veil of Dreams 

Belly-dance, Gabriel Otu African 

drumming, Batala Samba Reggae, 

Fred Ramanzini, and many more 

artists will be joining the festival. 

For more information visit 

www.aiaa.org.au.

Some of the performers and organisers of the Mulitkulcha Festival – from left the adults are Michelle Michels, Lili, 

Fia Fia, Aiden, Marian Mana Aloha Hula, Judy Shelley, Natty Dolaiasi, Kate Payne, Renata Uchoa, Anna Freeman  

Photo Jeff Dawson
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Your go-to for personalised support for your business.

The NSW Government is here to help. Turn to the Service NSW Business Bureau 
for a wide range of dedicated assistance.

• 

• Get help managing licences and permits.

• Discover business events in your area.

• 
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made for business

Call the Service NSW Business Bureau on 13 77 88.

Service NSW Business Bureau

‘I’m always looking for an excuse to indulge in a small tipple at 11am’, says Echo photographer, 

Jeff Dawson. Holly Sheaffe provided just that excuse, with Dawson sipping a Bunker’s 

botanical gin at the Harvest Food Trail hub, the Bangalow Bowlo on Saturday. The trail 

encompassed venues around the north coast last weekend, featuring free-to-visit events, as 

well as ticketed events. For more info, visit www.northernriversfood.org/harvest-food-trail.

Women’s Giving Circle empowering locals
A collective of passionate 

women taking action to tackle 

local disadvantage have 

seen essential local projects 

funded, and the results are 

starting to take shape.

Amy Colli, co-ordinator 

of the Northern Rivers 

Community Foundation’s 

(NRCF) Women’s Giving 

Circle says, ‘The goal is to 

have 100 women donating 

$1,000 annually, so we can 

gift $50,000 each year to 

grassroots women and girls 

empowerment projects’. 

‘The remaining $50,000 

grows the Northern Rivers 

Women’s Fund, which 

guarantees projects will be 

supported each year into 

the future’.

A postpartum care 

program recently received a 

$25,000 grant, which greatly 

expanded its capacity to 

support culturally safe post-

partum care for Indigenous 

mothers.

Kirilly is a proud Barkindji 

woman who collaborates 

with The Returning Indig-

enous Corporation in facili-

tating the program.

She told The Echo, 

‘Ongoing colonisation has 

significantly impacted First 

Nations women’s maternal 

and infant health’. 

‘Pregnancy, birth and 

child-rearing practices which 

have been in place since time 

immemorial have been dis-

rupted, which affects mums 

and bubs health over many 

generations. 

critical for long-
term health

‘Recent research has 

highlighted the critical 

importance of the first five 

years of life for lifelong 

health, influencing the 

likelihood of developing 

diseases such as diabetes 

and heart disease, which 

disproportionately affect 

our communities. 

‘At The Returning, we 

believe that supporting First 

Nations mums and bubs 

with culturally safe care and 

nutritious ancestral foods 

during postpartum, will 

help to foster a foundation 

of lifelong health from the 

beginning. 

‘The support from the 

Women’s Giving Circle has 

enabled us to cook with 

local volunteers in a com-

mercial kitchen, and col-

laborate with local Widjabul 

Wiabul chef Mindy Woods 

to bring mums the best 

healing foods with native 

ingredients from beautiful 

Bundjalung country.’

To learn more about 

joining the Women’s Giving 

Circle, visit www.instagram.

com/nrcfwomensgiving-

circle and nrcf.org.au/

womens-giving-circle.

Items before Council’s meet-

ing on May 16 include a push 

by two Greens councillors to 

make Byron Shire beaches 

accessible to people with 

disabilities.

Cr Duncan Dey requests 

a report into the flooding 

of Mullum’s east, yet while 

supportive, staff say they 

don’t have the staff resources 

or budget to undertake it 

currently. 

‘Council has one engineer 

overseeing flooding and 

drainage’, James Flockton, 

Infrastructure Planning 

Coordinator, Infrastructure 

Services, writes. 

Meanwhile, Mayor 

Michael Lyon seeks council-

lor support to endorse the 

‘Northern Rivers Compact’, in 

his role as Chair of the North-

ern Rivers Joint Organisa-

tion. He writes the compact is 

an MoU between the Northern 

Rivers Leaders’ Forum, the 

Reconstruction Authority, 

and the National Emergency 

Management Agency. 

The draft MoU is a confi-

dential document. 

Kirilly Dawn, who facilitates the postpartum care program. 

Photo supplied

A trail of tipples for Harvest
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It was a hot, smoky morning 

when Senior Deputy RFS 

Captain John Holmes and 

his comrades arrived at 

the Bean Creek fire, near 

Bonalbo.

Having been a member 

of the Mallanganee Brigade 

(Kyogle Shire) for more 

than half a century, Deputy 

Captain Holmes was more 

than familiar with the tasks 

that lay ahead.

But this job, during last 

year’s spring fires, was 

different. 

‘When we got there 

around 10am, it was already 

35 degrees,’ Mallanganee 

Brigade Captain Neville 

O’Malley recalled on ABC 

radio last week.

‘We were on a fairly steep 

hill going down.

‘Within 20 minutes John 

had collapsed on us… He got 

up and said he was okay…

but within five minutes he 

had collapsed again…’

When Deputy Captain 

Homles completely col-

lapsed a third time, soon 

after, the brigade hit the 

emergency button on their 

radios, bringing a swift 

response from the nearest 

paramedics. 

But it was too late, the 

74-year-old died on the fire 

ground.

Last week, around six 

months after his death, 

Deputy Captain Holmes was 

honoured at the National 

Emergency Services Memo-

rial in Canberra.

As his partner Mavis 

Goodlad watched on, the 

proud firey joined 17 other 

emergency services person-

nel in being immortalised 

on the wall, located on the 

banks of Lake Burley Griffin.

‘This is a fitting tribute to 

those who have tragically 

left us while carrying out 

the selfless act of defending 

others,’ Commissioner of the 

RFS Bob Rogers said.

‘Our thoughts continue to 

be with their families, loved 

ones, friends and fellow 

brigade members.’

Captain O’Malley said 

his mate would have been 

quietly ‘stoked’ at being 

included on the wall.

‘John was in the brigade 

53 years… and joined when 

he was 21,’ he said.

‘He loved the fire bri-

gade… meeting nights, train-

ing days… wash the truck…

John will show up.

‘John would be stoked, 

but he wouldn’t tell you 

that…he’s shy, doesn’t like 

too much fuss…but deep 

down he’d be stoked.’

John Holmes; Brigade Captain, Mavis Goodlad; Senior Deputy 

RFS Captain, and Neville O’Malley. Photo indyNR.com
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Implants
Invisalign Go 

Cosmetic dentistry
Same day crowns, veneers and bridges  
Smile make overs (same day available)    

Snoring and sleep apnea devices  
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Safe amalgam removal
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Lismore residents 
‘dumbfounded’ by 
councils lack of scru-
tiny of DA with ‘seri-
ous short-comings’
Local residents and Wilson 
Nature Reserve Landcare 
Group have said they are 
‘dumbfounded’ at the lack 
of scrutiny of the ongoing 
development application 
(DA) at 37 City View Drive, 
East Lismore.

Evans Head’s Irons 
Gates developers 
spend another  $2.5m 
on legals – how can 
a local community 
keep up?
The Evans Head Iron Gates 
development has been 
objected to by the local 
community for 40 years 
and they are asking why 
the current developers, 
who are in administration, 
are getting another go in 
the Land and Environment 
Court when their registrar 
Sarah Froh recently ruled 
against the case. 

Seas The Day return-
ing to Kingscliff
Surfing Australia has 
announced the return 
of Seas The Day for its 
second year running. The 
world’s largest female 
participation surf event 
will take place over 22-23 
June at Kingscliff Beach.

Housing roundtable 
held in Lismore
Member for Lismore, 
Janelle Saffin MP 
explained that the 
housing roundtable was 
prompted in large part by 
the need to plan for the 
transition of residents at 
pod villages.

Man charged over 
alleged driving and 
property offences
A man will appear before 
court today charged with 
22 offences following 
an investigation into 
several alleged driving 
and property offences at 
Murwillumbah.

Rising Tide Northern 
Rivers launched
Rising Tide Northern 
Rivers is part of a peaceful 
mass movement for 
climate defence, recently 
launched at Hastings 
Point and in Lismore.

News from across the 
North Coast online 

www.echo.net.au
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$230 million in DV prevention
Around 100 people rallied 

in Ballina on Sunday with 

support from the Ballina 

Shire Council to call for more 

government action to address 

domestic violence in Australia.

The NSW government 

has announced $230 million 

as part of an emergency 

support package over the 

next four years for domestic, 

family, and sexual violence 

victim-survivors.

The announcement 

detailed on Monday includes 

$38 million for the state’s 

first dedicated primary 

prevention strategy, with the 

government promising long-

term prevention reform.

The Pathways to Preven-

tion: NSW Strategy for the 

Prevention of Domestic, 

Family and Sexual Violence 

2024-2027 is to be informed 

by the lived experience 

of victim-survivors and 

experts, including leaders 

in the domestic family and 

sexual violence sector who 

have engaged with the NSW 

Cabinet last week.

At least one prevention 

strategy has already been 

outlined, with $8.1 million 

promised for an ‘all in’ early 

childhood pilot aimed at 

teaching young children 

about healthy relationships.

Five million dollars has 

been allocated for research 

into perpetrators and effec-

tive interventions.

 Read full story in The Echo 
online: www.echo.net.au.

More than 200 people with 

post-traumatic stress disor-

der as a result of the 2022 

Northern Rivers floods and 

landslides are to receive sup-

port through a clinical trial.

The $3.8 million trial at 

Southern Cross University 

(SCU) is part of the federal 

government’s $750 million 

ten-year Clinical Trials Activ-

ity Initiative.

It’s one of 26 projects due 

to have started from March 

2024 as part of $62 million 

approved under the program.

Researchers say there 

have been very few clinical 

trials focused on recovery 

from disaster-related PTSD 

and the one at SCU is to be 

the world’s first, based on a 

stepped care model.

Stepped care is described 

as an evidence-based system 

for treating mental health, 

involving a hierarchy of treat-

ments, from least to most 

intensive.

The SCU trial is to feature 

two steps, a five-session arts-

based group compassion 

program as Step One and 

group-based MDMA-assisted 

therapy as Step Two where 

participants still have PTSD.

Join the trial?
Responding to the trial’s 

funding announcement last 

week, SCU Lead Researcher 

Professor Bennett-Levy said 

the stepped care program 

had been designed with a 

self-compassion focus.

Research after the 2017 

ex-Cyclone Debbie floods 

showed mental health 

problems were compounded 

if people were self-critical 

and blamed themselves, 

Professor Bennett-Levy said.

Prior research showed 

MDMA-assisted therapy was 

an effective evidence-based 

treatment for PTSD and 

enhanced self-compassion.

State Labor Member for 

Lismore Janelle Saffin, said 

she was happy to support the 

project thanks to the profes-

sor’s international reputation 

for ‘innovative mental health 

approaches’ and his commit-

ment to the wellbeing or rural 

Australians.

Anyone interested in 

participating in the trial can 

register by emailing compas-

siontrial@scu.edu.au.

 Read full story in The Echo 
online: www.echo.net.au.

Aslan Shand

The contentious Cudgen 

Connection development 

proposed on State Significant 

Farmland (SSF) on the pro-

tected Cudgen Plateau next 

to the Tweed Valley Hospital 

(TVH) site was in front of 

Tweed Shire councillors at 

the May 3 planning meeting. 

Council’s staff report 

had recommended the 

application for gateway 

determination should be 

approved; however, Kignscliff 

Raptepayers and Progress 

Association (KRPA) were clear 

in their objections to the 

proposal and highly critical 

of the inaccurate statements 

and reports. 

When the TVH was pro-

posed on the SSF both sides 

of the political spectrum gave 

‘iron clad’ promises that there 

would be no further develop-

ment of, or rezoning of, SSF 

on the Cudgen plateau. 

of refusal
‘We are so grateful to the 

six councillors who voted to 

refuse this application,’ Peter 

Newton, President of KRPA 

told The Echo. 

‘Particularly the com-

munity could not have had 

better representation than 

from Mayor Cherry, Deputy 

Mayor Dennis and Council-

lor Firth who forensically 

addressed every community 

concern in speaking to the 

item. It’s disappointing that 

it was left to Mayor Cherry 

and others to detail the 

clear shortcomings and 

inconsistencies within this 

proposal, which we would 

have expected to see in the 

Council report.’

Highlighted by KRPA was 

the fact that the Cudgen 

Connection proposal 

duplicates what is already 

planned on the TVH and 

Kingscliff TAFE sites. 

‘The NSW government (in 

particular, Health Infrastruc-

ture) have indicated several 

times that the combined 

available land on these two 

sites is all that is required 

for the full development of a 

health/education precinct,’ 

explained Mr Newton.

 Read full story in The Echo 
online: www.echo.net.au.  

A global peace movement 

that aims to blanket the 

world with peace signs 

started in Lismore last 

week.

Local resident, Sandra 

Handley launched her 

global peace campaign 

‘Peace in Our Lifetime’ at 

Remembering and Healing’s 

‘Wage Peace, Not War’ peace 

gathering in Lismore. 

If you want to be part of 

this far-reaching campaign, 

follow the actions: PLACE a 

peace sign in public, PASS 

ON the idea to your networks 

and get them to PLACE and 

PASS ON. Send your peace 

sign photos to Sandra on 

peaceinourlifetime.global@

gmail.com. 

As Sandra says, ‘Together, 

we CAN change the world!’

Lismore resident, Sandra Handley, with the peace signs. 

Photo supplied
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Shhh don’t mention the environment to Labor

T he state of Australia’s natural 

environment is rapidly going 

from bad to worse, as those 

in government with a duty of care 

choose to dress windows and kick 

potential solutions down the road.

Tanya Plibersek is widely 

thought to have been given the 

environment and water portfolio to 

restrain her ambitions. 

Although reportedly fond of 

bushwalking, she has no previous 

experience in an environmental 

role, either in government or oppo-

sition, having spent her political life 

specialising in health, education, 

foreign affairs, human services and 

women.

Big promises
It can be something of a curse to 

be the human face of the govern-

ment’s environment policy, with 

little real power to change things, 

but Minister Plibersek’s fall has 

been further than most, having 

been elected as part of a govern-

ment promising to do much better 

in this area than its predecessor 

– not a big ask in this case.

When the Albanese government 

released its Nature Positive Plan in 

2022, there was an expectation that 

sweeping reforms of Commonwealth 

environmental law would follow, 

particularly a reworking of the 

deeply flawed and unfit for purpose 

Environment Protection Biodiversity 
and Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC).

So far, little has changed, apart 

from the announcement of two addi-

tional bureaucratic bodies; a new 

federal EPA (this is the watchdog 

with no teeth, only able to imple-

ment existing laws), and another 

one created to manage environmen-

tal data, to be called Environment 

Information Australia (EIA).

The rest of the Nature Positive 
Plan – the part concerned with leg-

islating real change on the ground, 

to protect species and ecosystems 

– has been broken up and relegated 

vaguely into the future. This has 

been warmly welcomed by mining 

companies, particularly in WA, while 

the environment organisations and 

other stakeholders who have been 

working behind closed doors with 

government to develop the plan are 

calling it a betrayal.

George Woods from Lock the 

Gate recently appeared at a parlia-

mentary committee and said, ‘This 

delay is going to drive wildlife closer 

to extinction. It’s going to maintain 

the blindfold in Australia’s keystone 

environment law on climate change 

damage caused by coal and gas 

mining and exports.’

She said the government had 

failed in its promise to halt new 

extinctions, citing ‘the lack of any 

kind of response from the minister to 

these really substantial problems.’

The absence of legislative reform 

means that coal mine and gas field 

expansions, along with the destruc-

tion of forests, can continue just as 

they did under Scott Morrison, with 

no additional consideration of cli-

mate or species protection, but with 

a new body providing the green light.

Even without the new EIA, the 

data on Australia’s environmental 

decline is overwhelming.

Leaders in extinction  
Australia leads the world in 

mammal extinctions, is second 

in the world for biodiversity loss, 

and has been named as the only 

rich country on a global deforesta-

tion hotspot list, with an area of 

bushland and forest equivalent 

to the MCG being bulldozed every 

two minutes, mostly for beef 

production. 

More often than not, being 

mapped as threatened species 

habitat is no protection against 

destruction in the lucky country, 

with agriculture and forestry 

exempt from existing federal envi-

ronment laws.

The CSIRO has recently esti-

mated 50 million native animals 

are killed each year in Qld and NSW 

owing to deforestation, on top of 

the three billion estimated to have 

died from bushfires across Black 

Summer.

The Great Barrier Reef is cur-

rently undergoing its worst ever 

coral bleaching (with no obvious 

response from the government), 

logging in Tasmania is accelerat-

ing, new coal mines are opening, 

ecosystems in WA are collapsing 

under the pressure from climate 

change and other human activity, 

offshore gas in NSW is back on the 

table, wind farms are being built 

in environmentally sensitive areas, 

new pipelines are being laid, and 

the fracking industry is spreading 

across the Northern Territory with 

no federal intervention, potentially 

permanently polluting under-

ground water.

In a rare ray of sunshine, Tanya 

Plibersek did reject the Toondah 

Harbour development proposal 

near Brisbane, but only after a 

decade of grassroots community 

activism. 

She has declared herself ineligi-

ble to step into the Wallum dispute.

Minister Plibersek’s role 
diminished

Recently, the federal environ-

ment minister’s role has been 

further diminished, with her ability 

to oversee the offshore petroleum 

industry now handed over to 

Resources Minister, Madeleine King, 

a woman who has shown as much 

enthusiasm for fossil fuels as Keith 

Pitt, Matt Canavan and Barnaby 

Joyce, who each held the portfolio 

before her.

How any of this squares with the 

government’s stated commitment to 

net zero is anyone’s guess. What hap-

pened to the climate trigger, Albo?

 David Lowe is an award-winning 

filmmaker, writer and photographer 

with particular interests in the 

environment and politics. He’s 

known for his campaigning work 

with Cloudcatcher Media.

A old dude named Larry Fink runs a 

US asset management corporation 

called BlackRock that not many 

people have heard of. 

It controls over $10 trillion in 

assets, which is equivalent to being 

the world’s third-largest economy, 

behind China.

BlackRock is connected to other 

asset managers without much of 

a public profile either: State Street 

and Vanguard.

Asset management corporations 

are hard to untangle. 

A web of shelf corporations cloud 

their operations, but it is generally 

accepted that they are managing 

the funds of large weapons corpora-

tions, big pharma, big banks, big ag, 

big media, etc.

According to CNN, the three 

‘collectively manage an impressive 

$15 trillion in assets, which is more 

than three-quarters the size of the 

US economy.’ 

Third-largest economy 
And they extend their tentacles 

into Australia.

They are ‘substantial sharehold-

ers’ with voting rights in all of 

Australia’s four major financial 

institutions, for example. 

There’s also QBE, Suncorp and 

Insurance Australia Group. 

They have also have shares in 

Woolworths and Coles, who control 

around 65 per cent of the Australian 

grocery market. 

And then there’s major interests 

in fossil fuel companies.

According to corporateaccount-

ability.org, ‘BlackRock remains 

the single largest institutional 

investor in coal, with around $109 

billion invested in the industry. This 

includes $1.2 billion invested in 

Adani Group’s coal mine project in 

Australia’. 

Try putting your superannuation 

into a fund without their influence. 

With Fink’s fingerprints every-

where across the Western globe, it’s 

worth asking how this represents a 

free market? 

The cornerstone of a free market 

is supposedly competition, not a 

concentration of power.

Quandary 
It leaves those of us who want to 

pass on a better planet to younger 

generations in a quandary. 

Everything you buy or borrow 

or loan leads back to one of these 

corporations, which are not guided 

by the principles of preserving or 

improving the planet. 

It’s the shallow pursuit of making 

money for its own sake, and doing 

it within a framework of weak and 

inadequate laws.

Enacting much-needed anti-

trust laws is perhaps the obvious 

answer. 

Expecting the Fink to have an 

epiphany and invest in a future less 

like Mad Max doesn’t seem likely.

His corporation is literally named 

scorched planet!

 Hans Lovejoy, editor
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‘The absence of legislative reform 

expansions, along with the destruction 
of forests, can continue just as they 

– David Lowe

A 71-year-old balding bespected 

billionaire named Larry appears 

about as interesting as a beige 

envelope, yet is more powerful 

than elected politicians.
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Flooding again
I live in Bottlebrush Crescent 

in Suffolk Park. In 2022 

our houses were flooded 

due to heavy rain and, in 

my opinion, inadequate or 

non-maintenance of the 

drain on the property of 41 

Bottlebrush Dr. At the time 

this property was being 

developed for the sale of 

land parcels.

After the flood a Byron 

Council representative came 

to investigate the catchment 

area and it was obvious that 

the drain on the southern 

side had been blocked 

and that the northern side 

had not been built up. This 

resulted in several houses in 

Coogera Crescent as well as 

our properties in Bottlebrush 

Dr being awash with flood 

water. The councillor assured 

us that when the develop-

ment application (DA) was 

lodged these two problem 

areas would have to be 

addressed for approval.

The DA was passed and 

neither problem was solved. 

2024 and we have flooded 

again! After extensive emails 

to Byron Council a reply said 

they would look at the catch-

ment area at the end of 2025

Meanwhile we are again 

facing high rainfalls…

I contacted Council to 

request, at the very least, 

could sandbags be placed at 

the overflow end to prevent 

more damage? The answer 

was no, this required an 

engineer investigation. I then 

contacted the SES to ask 

for sandbags to protect our 

houses. I was told to go to 

the hardware store and buy 

some! I am 72 years old.

Peta Fitzsimmons

Suffolk Park

Lighthouse walkway
Soon most of the lighthouse 

walk that National Parks are 

responsible for will be top 

shelf. 

Could the Byron Council 

please finish the walking 

path to the lighthouse from 

where Brooke Drive (the 

Pass turnoff) and Lighthouse 

Road come together? It is 

a mess, rocky, eroded and 

uneven. Dangerous for older 

people and difficult for 

prams. It’s been like this for 

many years. There is also no 

crossover markings or traffic 

moderation at the road junc-

tion where the walk crosses 

Lighthouse Road. 

Wally Hueneke 

Byron Bay

Rights to protest
In reply to Clarence Proper-

ties. Peter Fahey is incorrect 

when he calls protests at 

Wallum illegal and criminal. 

Protests are not illegal.

The Knitting Nannas 

recently took the state gov-

ernment to the High Court 

to contest its draconian anti-

protest laws. The Nannas 

won… the anti-protest 

laws were found to be 

unconstitutional. 

If Mr Fahey is so 

concerned about people 

obeying, if not the letter of 

the law, at least the spirit of 

the law, he should obey the 

EPBC laws and self-report 

as required under the 

legislation, the endangered 

species his development 

threatens to extinguish.

Also there are human 

rights laws protecting First 

Nations peoples from being 

prevented from having 

access to Country and car-

rying out their cultural and 

customary practices. 

Truth be told at the mini-

mum Mr Fahey is recklessly 

pursuing the destruction of 

valuable wetlands and plac-

ing homes on a floodplain 

and has not got social licence 

to do so… Non sans droit has 

standing in the law in every 

courthouse in the country 

which declares Dieu et mon 
droit on the shield behind 

every judge for good reason. 

Civil society. 

Rosie Lee

Byron Bay

Groundwater 
contamination
Regarding groundwater 

contamination (Echo, May 

24), for a period of some 

30 plus years I have been 

trying to have something 

positive done to protect our 

groundwater.

I have written to state and 

federal government depart-

ments e.g. Department of 

Agriculture, EPA, Department 

of Water, Agriculture, and 

local government regarding 

contamination to no avail. 

Now there is a panic about 

‘forever chemicals’ (3M) to 

the fore!

What about all the other 

chemicals – Agent Orange, 

DDT, Deildrin, Roundup, arse-

nic (from sheep/cattle dip 

sites) which we have used 

for the last 100 years? We 

just hope nature has cleaned 

these up before hitting our 

aquifers. 

It takes between 100 and 

300 years for rain to reload 

aquifers, some of these 

chemicals have only just hit 

the water table.

When addressing the NSW 

Chief Scientist’s panel it was 

shown there is very little 

knowledge or information 

on groundwater research. 

At least the general public 

assisted us in having water 

mining/bottling banned in 

Ballina Shire.

Aquifers run between 

states and countries, so this 

is a world problem. They say 

you cannot live without love, 

trying living without water.

Clive Quick

Rous

Follow us 
on Insta

@echopublications

Wed 8 MAY Trilla
Thu 9 MAY Julian james and the moonshine state

Fri 10 MAY Fat Albert
Sat 11 MAY Paper Lane trio
Sun 12 MAY Majestic knights
Mon 13 MAY Tim Stokes
Tues 14 MAY Ole Falcor
Wed 15 MAY Jon J Bradley

AND THE FAMOUS 

RAILS kitchen

86 JONSON St, BYRON BAY  |  6685 7662  |  therailsbyronbay.com

Letters to the Editor and cartoons
Send to Letters Editor Aslan Shand, fax: 6684 1719 email: editor@echo.net.au Deadline: Noon, Friday. 

Letters longer than 200 words may be cut. Letters already published in other papers will not be 

considered. Please include your full name, address and phone number for verification purposes.

▶ More letters on page 15

Contact Peter Curry at Pathwise Careers
pathwisecareers.com.au    P 6680 1474   M 0407 811 484

Vocational Psychologist with over 
25 years experience offering expert 
assessment and counselling.

Suitable for:
• students
• school-leavers
• adults returning to work or study
• career/work transition

Career Guidance 

byrondogrescue.org  •  Ph 0447 927 600

Op Shop
Cnr Tweed St & Booyun St 

Brunswick Heads 
Next to IGA Supermarket

Mon to Fri 10am–4pm
Sat 10am–1pm

FILL A BAG FOR $5
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Letters

Cartoon by Jamie Hoile
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MembershipsNOW OPEN

FIND US

OCEANSHORESCC.COM.AUClub Bookings & Enquiries 
02 6680 1008
info@oceanshorescc.com.au

EXPERIENCE THE PRESTIGE OF PLAYING ON A CHAMPIONSHIP 
GOLF COURSE RECOGNISED AMONG THE TOP 100 PUBLIC ACCESS 
GOLF COURSES IN AUSTRALIA, JUST 30-MINUTES FROM BALLINA 
AND THE GOLD COAST. TAKE ON THE CHALLENGE OF OUR 13TH 
HOLE, CELEBRATED AS AUSTRALIA’S BEST BY INSIDE GOLF, OR 
ENJOY OUR FANTASTIC CLUB FACILITIES.

JOIN NOW AND SECURE YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
THROUGH TO 30 JUNE 2025.

register at mullum2brunspaddle.com.au

Principal Sponsors Gold Sponsors

*Tick tock, tick tock* 

What’s that sound? It’s the countdown to the 14th Mullum2Bruns 
Paddle, which is set to transform the Bruns River between Mullum 
and Brunswick Heads into a riot of colour in just over two weeks. 

As you know, just taking part in the fundraising paddle is reward in 
itself, but there are valuable prizes up for grabs too, including:

• First Prize Double Paddle Challenge - $150 from Brunswick 
Heads Massage + $50 at Happy Dolphin & Footbridge cafés

• Best Decorated Craft - 2 nights at The Sails Motel  
+ $60 Sanctum Gift Box

• Participants Draw
+ $100 Crystal Castle voucher & free entry

Plus many more!

Fun Paddle - SUP Challenge - Paddle Challenges

Articles

Organised communities change the world and create 
the solutions we need to solve the climate crisis
Drew Beacom

F rom the black glossy cocka-

too to the hinterland, valleys 

and countless national parks, 

there are plenty of reasons to want 

to make a difference in the Northern 

Rivers. When confronted with issues 

like climate change and the extinc-

tion crisis one of the first questions 

we often ask ourselves is ‘where 

do I begin?’, often followed by a 

second question of ‘can I actually 

make a difference?’ In the age of the 

internet, it can feel as though all our 

emotional responses are tipped into 

a vacuum with headlines and social 

media creating a constant flood 

of frightening information. Under-

standably, these situations can 

leave us alienated and disengaged, 

halted by systems that frustrate any 

progress we try to make towards 

creating a better world.

Uniting communities
Communities have demon-

strated that uniting behind shared 

concerns, creating people power 

and deploying this power has the 

potential to shift institutions, politi-

cians, and even entire electorates. 

At ACF (Australian Conservation 

Foundation), we work to disrupt 

bad decisions, create ambitious 

solutions to the climate and extinc-

tion crisis, and activate organised 

communities to create positive 

change. This coming Saturday, May 

11, ACF will provide training in core 

community organising skills so we 

can build community and deploy 

collective power to win campaigns.

At present, we are at a critical 

juncture. We have the opportunity 

to protect our environment and our 

communities at both a local and 

national level. As local campaigns 

build power to protect threatened 

species habitat, there is also an 

opportunity to ensure that our 

laws, and our political ambition, 

are world-leading. 

Organised voices are the catalyst 

for progress and change. The 

conversations we have with our 

neighbours are the first step to 

building powerful communities, 

ready to react to whatever comes 

their way. 

By actively going into our com-

munities, chatting to friends and 

neighbours at farmers’ markets, 

having conversations around 

dinner tables, building connections 

with like-minded folks and institu-

tions, together we can build lasting 

power. Together we can influence 

policies, narratives, and politics to 

ensure that we are building a cli-

mate for our communities and one 

that allows its creatures to thrive. 

For the Northern Rivers, this is 

not a new phenomenon. The unity 

between traditional owners, farm-

ers, environmentalists and con-

cerned community members of all 

backgrounds saw amazing success 

in the case of the Bentley Blockade. 

The remnants of this power are 

visible next to town signs, declaring 

‘gas-free’ communities willing to do 

what it takes to create change. 

Today, the Save Wallum cam-

paign continues to demonstrate the 

power in organised communities, 

as traditional owners, environmen-

tal activists, and concerned locals 

have come together to save threat-

ened species habitat. Their ability 

to hold off bulldozers and persuade 

a local earthmoving company to 

walk away from the project speaks 

to the depth of their power.

As the need for people power 

continues to grow, it’s important 

that we learn the lessons of our local 

histories and turn towards our com-

munities to create the change we 

want to see in the world, together. 

How to build 
community?

If you would like to learn about 

building power in your community, 

please come along to the Australian 

Conservation Foundation’s Activate 

Richmond – Community Organising 

Training, Saturday, May 11 from 

10am to 5pm at Byron Spaces. RSVP 

and find out more at: https://www.

acf.org.au/activate_richmond_-_

community_organising_training.

Drew Beacom is National 

Growth Organise at the Australian 

Conservation Foundation.

This koala survived the Black Summer fires at 

Braemar State Forest. Photo Dailan Pugh

Black cockatoos have been seen at the Wallum site 

in Brunswick Heads. Photo supplied
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Generosity trashed
The wishes of Florence 

Price (nee Wigmore), a great 

benefactor to Ballina, is 

now just a pile of rubble. 

Demolition of the Florence 

Price Village in Florence Price 

Place is almost complete and 

the attached photo shows 

the results of demolition of 

14 perfectly-liveable units to 

nothing more than piles of 

bricks and concrete. 

They have turned our 

peaceful location into a living 

hell of noise and dust and 

Ballina Council should be 

ashamed of selling off this 

property without placing a 

covenant on future develop-

ment. Greed to make their 

bottom line look good and 

the power of the Catholic 

Church are evident. 

All the Council calls for 

low-cost, affordable housing 

are just plain bulldust and, 

with upcoming elections, 

residents would do well to 

call out this hypocritical 

bunch that are now in power. 

No one will take any respon-

sibility for overseeing the 

demolition which was what I 

predicted when the develop-

ment application (DA) was 

approved.

Alan Nicholls

Ballina

Question defence!
Thank you David Lowe, for 

drawing attention to $50 bil-

lion more defence spending.

I add these points:

At least six to seven per 

cent of the world’s climate 

emissions are generated by 

the militaries of the world. 

‘At least’ because reporting 

countries’ military emissions 

to the IPCC is optional.  Emis-

sions from waging war, and 

associated environmental 

destruction are not counted.

Australia doesn’t report 

its military emissions 

accurately, and doesn’t 

include commercial defence 

manufacturing in what it 

does report.

Our government is ramp-

ing up the sale of military 

equipment under an ambi-

tious plan to make Australia 

a global weapons-making 

powerhouse. We even have 

a Defence Industry Minister, 

Pat Conroy. 

There are now 250 private 

military manufacturing and 

exporting companies in Aus-

tralia according to the 2023 

Defence Sales Catalogue 

which reads like a giant 

K-Mart catalogue of military 

capability.

Australia supplies 

weapons to Israel, killing 

Palestinians, to Saudi Arabia 

killing children in Yemen, 

and to dictators arming 

child soldiers in the midst of 

famines in Africa. 

As David Lowe said, we 

have our own military-

industrial complex in which 

many former politicians now 

hold senior roles in defence, 

gas, mining, consulting, 

lobbying companies such 

as Santos, Dow Chemicals, 

Worley Parsons, Fortescue 

Metals, Strike Energy, Drago-

man, BHP, United Petroleum 

and Raytheon.

Yes, David Lowe, we do 

need to ask: ‘who or what is 

the enemy?’ 

‘Climate change is a more 

real and present danger to 

the security of Australians 

than an over-hyped threat 

of war with China’. This is 

the assessment of Admiral 

Chris Barrie, retired chief of 

the Australian Defence Force 

who heads the Australian 

Security Leaders’ Climate 

Group.

The Albanese govern-

ment’s Strategic Defence 

Review, released in April 2023 

devoted an entire chapter to 

warning that the accelera-

tion of climate change risked 

‘“overwhelming” defence, 

as nations increasingly grew 

reliant on defence forces for 

humanitarian assistance and 

disaster response.’

So don’t hold your breath 

for the Australian Army to 

come and help after the next 

flood.

If our governments will 

not question increased 

defence spending and its 

associated emissions, then 

we must.

Bobbi Allan

Mullumbimby

DV
Call it for what it is, murder 

and violent assault.

The terms ‘domestic vio-

lence’ or worse ‘DV’ appear 

to give this abhorrent situ-

ation some kind of special 

case connotation. 

If men were doing this to 

other men would it be toler-

ated? Think again.

Platitudes, and announce-

ments, throwing more 

money to various education 

programs have been tried – 

and are not working well or 

fast enough.

Let’s look at what does 

work and make a real 

difference in our society 

– consequences!

If a person breaks bail 

conditions or ignores an 

AVO (apprehended violence 

order) they should go on 

remand instantly until their 

court date. Build remand 

centres with the available 

money.

The one-punch laws and 

consequences have made a 

difference, high-speed chase 

laws have made a difference. 

Drink-driving consequences 

have made a difference as 

have speeding laws.

Do something fair dinkum

please!

I am not a letter writer 

usually, but we need to: 

‘Take arms against a sea of 

troubles, and by opposing, 

end them.’

Susan Meehan

East Ballina

Teenage crime
National service would 

help eliminate most of the 

problem and simultaneously 

bolster the defence force 

manpower. 

Peter Walters

Ballina

Politics
Further to T Sharples’ letter 

(Echo, May 1) Justine Elliot 

has never been a good rep-

resentative for her electorate 

– she is obviously a person 

of steely ambition and as a 

result never disagrees with 

official Labor policies. 

This is the person who 

told the residents of Feros 

Village that she was unable 

to help them. 

She is also an ex-cop 

which engenders attitudes of 

moral self-righteousness and 

authoritarianism (just look 

at Peter Dutton).

When are federal Labor 

going to realise that if Tanya 

Plibersek doesn’t intervene 

in the Wallum dispute (and 

she has the power to do so) 

then Mandy Nolan is likely 

to be a shoe-in at the next 

election? 

David Gilet

Mullumbimby

ballinarsl.com.au
P. 02 6681 9500

ballinarsl

FRIENDLY I SAFE I REAL PEOPLE I FUN TIMES 
REAL CONVERSATION I STRUCTURED PROCESS 

MATCHES NOTIFIED AFTER EVENT

Letters

▶ More letters on next page

Fourteen perfectly-liveable units on the site donated by 

Florence Price to Ballina Council have been sold then 

demolished. Photo Alan Nicholls
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Coexistence
Thank you to all in the 
community from both sides 
of the conflict that have 
thanked me for my letter 
regarding coexistence and 
that Israelis and Palestinians 
have far more in common as 
people than not.  

John Scrivener and 
Gareth Smith yet again 
responded in their usual 
words, ranting many ficti-
tious claims against Israel 
that can be easily debunked 
by minimal investigation 
and I urge people to do that. 
If the claims were actually 
factual, that would be a good 

place to start as with every 
war there are valid claims to 
make.

As I have always said, 

people who do not have the 

ability to sympathise with 

both the people of Israel and 

Gaza are not worth listening 

to. They simply manufacture 

more and more hate with 

their echo chambers.

We can only hope that 

this war will end soon and 

that both sides see a dif-

ferent way forward. Israelis 

are not going anywhere; the 

Palestinians are not going 

anywhere.

Hamas has stated over 

and over and over again 

that they intend to repeat 

their October 7 invasion of 

Israel on larger and larger 

scales and they simply can’t 

be given the opportunity to 

do that. A ceasefire where 

Hamas can rearm and repeat 

the torture, rapes and mur-

ders of Israeli families of all 

religions (including Muslims) 

is simply not enough.

Palestinian civilians 

don’t deserve to have this 

war repeated and need 

assistance in replacing their 

leaders for ones who actually 

care about their futures and 

quality of life.

Peace between Israel and 

a Palestinian nation is the 

only way forward, let’s all be 

a part of the solution.

Danny Wakil

Billinudgel

Free all the people
By any account, the current 

ongoing humanitarian 

tragedy in Gaza today needs 

thorough analysis, to objec-

tively understand the causes 

as to why this ongoing issue 

continues, and ordinary 

people suffer.

There are many perspec-

tives and viewpoints, some 

valid, others not, the fact 

remains that most Palestin-

ians are being horrendously 

treated in the war, with 30,000 

women and children killed.

The scale of this conflict 

is disproportionate against 

the Palestinian people, who 

are the oppressed victims of 

historical injustices between 

bigger imperialist players – 

USA, United Kingdom, France 

– each of which have for 

geopolitical reasons aligned 

themselves with Israel.

The coalition Netanyahu 

Israeli government, made 

up of extreme ultraorthodox 

messianic Jewish and other 

far-right politicians, holds 

incredible sway over the 

government, to prevent the 

government from collapsing 

and Netanyahu facing crimi-

nal charges.

Internationally, university 

students, especially in the 

US, have set up encamp-

ments to highlight solidarity 

and protest in relation to the 

plight and suffering of the 

Palestinian people. These are 

reminiscent of the Vietnam 

war student demonstra-

tions, building an anti-war 

movement. 

As public opinion shifts, 

and critical mass builds 

more pressure by ordinary 

people on politicians to hold 

governments to account for 

their complicity in this unjust 

war against the Palestinian 

people, it only tells that soon 

Palestinians will be truly a 

free and independent people. 

Boyd Kellner

Newrybar

Revised version?
Language is a living and ever-

changing thing. 

Israel is currently under 

the thumb of ‘ultraorthodox’ 

forces (usually called ‘extrem-

ist fundamentalists’) and 

these need to urgently modify 

the basic text on which they 

rely, being the Old Testament. 

For example, ‘a tooth for a 

tooth’ has become ‘30 teeth 

for a tooth’ while ‘thou shalt 

not kill’ should be qualified 

to include the words ‘except 

in the case of Arabs’. As for 

not coveting thy neighbour’s 

assets, that particular provi-

sion should clearly exclude 

assets owned by Palestinians, 

sorry Arabs, which someone 

called Jahweh long ago gave 

to Jews ‘in perpetuity’ i.e. 

forever, no ifs, no buts. 

Similarly the term ‘anti-

semitism’ should now be 

explicitly defined as any criti-

cism whatsoever of Jews or 

the Jewish state, regardless 

of their actual behaviour. 

Sad times indeed we live in. 

Fast Buck$

Coorabell

PROPOSAL TO UPGRADE MOBILE PHONE BASE STATION 
AT THE EXISTING TELECOMMUNICATIONS SITE AT LOT 346 

PLAN DP755695 LIGHTHOUSE RD BYRON BAY NSW 2481 
(EXISTING WATER RESERVOIR STRUCTURE)

1. The site at which this works is being undertaken is located at the address 
above. The proposed works include the installation of an ancillary 
equipment within the existing equipment shelter to activate ‘4G’ LTE900 
technology on the site. The purpose of this works is to provide enhanced 
network capacity.

2. Optus regards the proposed works as a low-impact facility under 
Telecommunications (Low-impact Facilities) Determination 2018/
Telecommunications Act 1997 based on the description above.

3. The proposed infrastructure will comply with the ACMA EME regulatory 
arrangements. An EME Report and further information can be obtained 
from www.rfnsa.com.au site number 2481002.

4. In accordance with Section 7 of C564:2020 Mobile Phone Base Station 
Deployment Code, we invite you to provide feedback about the 
proposal. Further information and/or comments should be directed to: 
CPS Technology & Infrastructure, (02) 9300 1700, 
planning-vic@cpstech.com.au by 5.00pm on Wednesday 22 May 2024.

News/Letters

‘We need you to cook a muffin, 

decorate your muffler, pop on some 

ear muffs or even ‘Show Us Your 

Muff’ to raise money for women’s 

homelessness,’ says Sally Mathrick, 

one of the founders of the Darling 

Muffs of May. 

The Darling Muffs of May is a 

movement that has started in Mul-

lumbimby to celebrate the feminine 

and to support women’s health, 

and this year they are asking you to 

help them raise  money for home-

less women.

Right now they need you to join 

the ‘muffment’ and sign up to help 

raise money for six organisations 

who work on the frontline with 

women who are homeless or at risk 

of homelessness.

‘Think Movember, but instead of 

growing your moustache you agree 

to show your muff (anonomuffly) 

in the Great Wall of Muff exhibition 

or cook some muffins or something 

else muff inspired you’d like to do 

and ask your friends to sponsor you 

to do it,’ explains Sally.

Women’s homelessness 
on the rise

There are an increasing number 

of women both young and old who 

are accessing local homeless and 

food services in the Northern Rivers 

as the impact of the 2022 flood, the 

housing crisis, and increased living 

costs continue to be felt. 

Kim Kennedy, who is a team 

leader at Fred’s Place in Murwil-

lumbah, said that they have seen 

an increase in women accessing 

the service since the 2022 floods, in 

particular older women who have 

never used the service before. 

Liberation Larder, which sup-

plies free meals to homeless people 

in Byron Bay and supports a range 

of other food service providers 

across the Northern Rivers, agreed. 

President Liz Jackson said that 

‘Liberation Larder, was previously 

used by around 20 per cent women, 

and 80 per cent men; but we have 

seen a real shift over the last few 

years, and it is now about 50/50.’

‘There has been an increase in 

older women who are accessing the 

service, as well as young women 

with babies.’

What can you do?
Go to www.darlingmuffs.com.au 

where you can join the Muffs for 

Change by registering to make 

a muffin, ‘Show Us Your Muff’ or 

decorate your muffler and get your 

friends to sponsor you. 

‘The Great Wall of Muff exhibi-

tion will take place on May 31 and 

we need women, men and anyone 

in between to get on board and 

register so your friends, colleagues, 

and families can sponsor you and 

we can raise money to support 

front line services that help women 

who are homeless or at risk of 

becoming homeless,’ said Sally.
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Gary Opit & Carmel Daoud

T he Corruption Percep-

tions Index (CPI) defines 

corruption as an ‘abuse of 

entrusted power for private gain’. 

These gains are not always mon-

etary. They are primarily status, an 

essential component in the social 

interactions of our community. 

Male competition in particular 

strives for recognition and 

throughout the animal kingdom 

males display and fight to gain 

status. Female competition is often 

dampened by the need to ensure 

the survival of their offspring and 

consequently their community and 

their environment.

This competition for status can 

be observed wherever one looks. It 

is particularly noticeable within the 

communication of the Byron Shire 

Council. Most of the people in our 

community have evolved above the 

desire for high status and under-

stand that the survival of their 

offspring, their community, and 

their environment is paramount.

Fight for Mullum 
hospital site

The 2015 request by the commu-

nity for facilities and services in the 

community-owned Mullumbimby 

hospital site for aged, disabled, 

disadvantaged, and vulnerable 

people has been ignored. 

Some of the Byron Shire 

councillors apparently find little 

opportunity to increase their status 

by agreeing with their community 

and prefer to gain additional 

approval from those above them in 

the status hierarchy. 

Byron Shire Council has 

proposed that the community 

land will be converted to a private 

investment property so that the 

ultra-powerful and wealthy can 

rid themselves of the traditional 

owners, both original Australians 

and the present mix of families, by 

attracting wealthy potential buyers 

to Mullumbimby and consequently 

forcing up real estate and cost-of-

living expenses. 

The Mullumbimby hospital site 

must be protected by the commu-

nity and kept for the community. 

Useful as an additional community 

food garden to feed poverty-stricken 

local families instead of an exclusive 

power base full of business inves-

tors buying up the locality.

Who’s using who?
At the upcoming local govern-

ment election remember that we 

have had three individuals that 

immersed themselves in the Greens 

political party winning approval to 

successfully run on a Greens ticket 

before abandoning the party to 

enhance their right-wing agenda to 

help approve massive urban devel-

opments for the extremely wealthy 

and powerful on floodplains 

covered in critically-endangered 

ecological communities. 

A false-Greens party council-

lor turned independent, Rose 

Wanchap, successfully worked to 

establish the West Byron floodplain 

megadevelopment and stated that 

surviving koalas can be exhibited 

in a koala enclosure on the new 

estate. The previous Greens Byron 

Shire mayor, Simon Richardson, 

approved the Wallum development 

in Brunswick Heads for the NSW 

Northern Regional Planning Panel 

(NRPP) and the current mayor and 

former Greens councillor, Michael 

Lyon, added his stamp of approval.

Previous success
The Byron Shire community 

successfully protected the last 

surviving sacred lands of the 

Bundjalung including the Arakwal 

National Park and the Billinudgel 

Nature Reserve. The latter protects 

the most important, and last, 

surviving pair of bora rings where 

the first Wandaral ceremony was 

undertaken that established our 

original Australian law. The Bun-

djalung Elders Council Aboriginal 

Corporation documented the 

beginning of the songlines law that 

protects the land and its people as 

it expands from north Byron Shire 

and covers the continent.

The publication Spirits in the 
rocks, trees and mountains of Bund-
jalung Country records that Yarbirri 

travelled north, Mamoon travelled 

west and Birrung travelled south 

following Simpsons Creek through 

the last wetland wildflower plain 

at Wallum, which the previous and 

current mayors have approved for 

extermination. 

The democratic Australian law 

was colonised by the foreign law of 

nobility where the rich and power-

ful own everything and demand 

respect from the commoners. The 

ongoing colonisation process is still 

in full force.

Protecting out life 
support systems

Ecological collapse is rapidly 

occurring, resulting in a planet-

wide extinction event and climate 

catastrophe as the last of our 

essential planetary life support 

systems are exterminated by the 

rich and powerful. Their success 

means that we will always remain 

in extreme homeless poverty as 

they amass ever more power. At the 

election booth vote for true mem-

bers of the community, Bundjalung 

and long-term Greens and others 

that will protect us from the horror 

of the new Gold Coast that they are 

establishing in north-eastern NSW.

Mackellar Room 

1.30-4pm Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea

Fundraising for Red Heart for African Girls

Monster Raffle and Door Prizes!

With Kate Payne, Comedia, 

and Sophia Fletcher,  Music 

Main Stage - Oodgeroo Room

2.30pm Welcome to Country

3pm Friendly Choirs

3.25pm Aloha Hula NSW

3.45pm Bollywood Sisters 

4.10pm Byron Bay Mana Aloha Hula

4.40pm Veil of Dreams Belly Dance

5pm Batala Samba Reggae 

5.30pm Gabriel Otu Drumming Workshop

Multikulcha Maestros Concert 

6pm Kai-Fi Music

6.30pm Lucy Gallant

7pm Poly Varghese and Rodney Wright 

7.30pm Natty Dolaiasi and Greg Sheehan

8.10pm Las Comadres

Lawson Room 

1.30pm Solomon Islands Singing with 

Natty Dolaiasi  

2.30pm Body Percussion with 

Greg Sheehan

3pm Talk: Climate Warriors Catch Trains 

3.30pm Brazilian Dance with 

Fred Ramanzini

4.30pm Hawaiian Lei-making with 

Anna Carbonell

Veranda and Garden 

2–4pm Kids Craft Activities 

Face-Painting  

3.30pm Capoeira Angola

Foyer 

Art Exhibits by Nickolla Clark, Nigel 

Stewart, Oral Roberts, Byron Expressionists

Fundraising Stalls – Save Wallum and 

Northern Rivers Railway

Delicious Multicultural Food and 

Market Stalls 

judybyronbay@yahoo.com

FESTIVAL 
PROGRAM

FREE FAMILY 
EVENT

Mulitkulcha Festival is thrilled to announce their lineup 

as one of the best multicultural programs ever in Byron. 

Excitement is mounting as Byron Bay prepares to come 

alive with captivating performances from many cultures, 

celebrating our colourful diverse community at the 

upcoming Multikulcha Festival. This free family event will 

take place on Sunday, 12 May at Marvell Hall, Byron Bay.

Authorised by A. Croft for 
The Greens NSW, 19a/1 Hordern Place 
Camperdown NSW 2050.

Vision Walks – Eco Tours
Are proud supporters of the 

Multikulcha festival.
visionwalks.com.au

BayFM 99.9 Live and Local!
Mahico Festival BayFM Live Broadcast

at the Green Room Byron Bay 8 June
Subscribe now to go in the draw 

for 12 Double Passes
Phone BayFM 02 6680 7999

tamarasmith.org.au

TAMARA SMITH MP
YOUR MEMBER FOR BALLINA

“Proudly supporting 
Byron Harmony Day”

Opinion

Upcoming Council election, Mullum hospital site and Wallum

Were calls to keep the Mullumbimby Hospital site for aged, disabled, 

disadvantaged, and vulnerable people ignored? Image supplied
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Eateries Guide

North Byron Hotel
61 Bayshore Drive, Byron Bay

6685 6500
Open:
11am Mon–Fri & 8am Sat–Sun
Kitchen hours: 11:30am–late daily
Breakfast: 8am–11am Sat & Sun

www.northbyronhotel.com.au.

Step away from the centre of town and into a 
shimmering oasis away from crowds.

A tucked away treasure,
the North Byron Hotel is a thriving mecca

of good food, great music, laughter and the 
‘chilled Byron Bay vibes’.

Eat Drink Discover

Good Taste

BANGALOW

Stone baked sourdough, hand rolled pastries, 
small batch pies, house made cakes.

Your local artisan bakery, specialising in all things 
sourdough. Serving Old Quarter coffee along with 

freshly made sandwiches using our own sourdough 
bread, hand rolled pastries, award winning pies and 

a variety of house made cakes.

Bangalow Bread Co.
12 Byron St, 
Bangalow

6am–3pm weekdays.
7am–2pm weekends.

6687 1209
www.bangalowbread.co
info@bangalowbread.co

BANGALOW BREAD CO.

LENNOX HEAD

Views, Brews, Cocktails, Beats, and Eats!

Live Music Friday, Saturday, Sunday.

Bookings essential.

Head to lennoxpizza.com

Follow on Insta: @lennoxpizza

Lennox Head
Pizza & Pasta
4/74 Ballina St, Lennox Head

Open 7 days
Lunch: 12–2pm
Pizza & drinks only: 2–5pm
Dinner from 5pm

CATERING

lizzijjackson@gmail.com

0414 895 441

GLUTEN FREE AND SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS CATERED FOR.

Celebrations 
Cakes by 
Liz JacksonCELEBRATIONSCELEBRATIONS  

BY LIZ JACKSONBY LIZ JACKSON

The seasonal menu features classic and 
modern dishes with innovative twists. 

Find something for all tastes, from epic burgers 
to vegan delights. Enjoy delectable treats and 

good vibes at this Mullum icon. 

The Empire
20 Burringbar St, Mullum
6684 2306
Open for brunch and lunch,
seven days 8am–3pm

FB/Insta: EmpireMullum
empiremullum.com.au

MULLUMBIMBY

Signature cocktails, and casual dining 
with ocean views. 

Happy Hour | Every day from 4–6pm.
$8 loft wine or lager, $10 spritzer,

$14 margaritas & $30 house wine bottle
Half price deli board & $2.50 fresh oysters

Espresso Martini Nights | Every day 9pm–close,
2 for $25 Classic Espresso Martini.

Open 7 days from 4pm. Sat lunches from Noon.

Loft Byron Bay
4 Jonson Street, 
Byron Bay

6680 9183

Book online: 
www.loftbyronbay.com.au

All your favourites, every lunch and dinner. 
Experienced Thai chefs cooking fresh, delicious 

Thai food for you. 

BYO only.

Welcome for lunch, dinner and takeaway.

Menus available on Facebook.

Success Thai
Open Lunch Wed–Fri 
12–2.30pm.
Dinner Mon–Sat 5–8pm. 
Closed Sunday
3/31 Lawson St, Byron Bay 
www.facebook.com/
pages/Success-Thai-
Food/237359826303469

Open for takeaway daily, 12 midday until dinner. 

Menu and more details

@mainstreet_burgerbar

‘Make a meal of it’
Add chips and a drink, just $5.

Main Street
Open for takeaway daily, 
12 midday until dinner.

Menu, more details –
@mainstreet_burgerbar

18 Jonson Street

6680 8832

Happy Hour 6pm–8pm
$6 Beers & $7 Wines

$12 selected cocktails

Live Music Thursdays & Latin Night Sundays
Open for dinner Wed–Sun

The Rocks
Brunch 6.30am–1pm

Dinner 5pm–10pm 

14–16 Lawson St, 
5642 0149 

therocksbyronbay.com.au
@therocksbyronbay

Enjoy breakfast, coffee or light lunch
in our casual dog-friendly laneway or 

treat yourself to a comfortable elegant 
seafood dinner experience.

Bonito Byron Bay
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Ground Floor, Hotel Marvell
4 Marvell Street, Byron Bay
Breakfast Daily 8am – 12pm
Laneway light lunch Daily 12pm – 5pm
Dinner Tuesday – Saturday From 5pm

Book hotelmarvell.com.au/restaurant
Call 6685 7385 | @bonitobyronbay

BYRON BAY

International Compost Awareness Week 

is here, and we asked our local organic 

champions Santos Organics whether there 

was any point in composting our organics 

and using compost to create a healthier 

soil, or whether we should just dig a huge 

hole somewhere in the shire and let every-

one throw their stuff in. On balance, they 

came down in favour of composting:

‘On our individual sustainability jour-

neys, one way almost all of us can make 

a difference is how we handle our food 

scraps and waste at home,’ they said. ‘With 

a few simple changes to our habits, we can 

reduce our environmental footprint and 

contribute to a healthier planet through 

home composting.

‘Food waste is a significant environmen-

tal issue with far-reaching consequences. 

When food scraps end up in landfills, 

they decompose anaerobically, releasing 

methane, a potent greenhouse gas that 

contributes to climate change. Addition-

ally, valuable nutrients contained in food 

waste are lost when it is not properly 

recycled. Composting at home is an easy 

way to side-step this problem by turning 

organic waste into nutrient-rich soil. Com-

posting is also carbon-negative. Healthy, 

microbial-rich soils sequester carbon from 

the atmosphere and lock it within the soil 

structure as stable carbon potentially for 

decades. So if you are not yet an avid home 

composter maybe it’s time to give it a go! 

‘Here are some tips for easy composting to 

get you started: 

• Start small by collecting your food scraps 

• Use vegetable scraps and avoid cooking 

oils and fats, meat and dairy

• Balance food scraps with dry organic 

matter in the compost pile at a ratio of 1:1

• Aerate regularly, at this stage additional 

manure can be added to turbo charge 

decomposition and for additional nutrients

• Keep it moist and add to your garden for 

soil, plant, and planetary health! 

‘Caring for our own food scraps and waste 

is a simple yet powerful way to promote 

sustainability and reduce our environmental 

impact. By composting at home, we can 

recycle organic waste, enrich the soil, and 

contribute to a healthier planet for future 

generations. Anyone can become a compost-

ing champion!’

For more detailed information visit: 
https://santosorganics.com.au/blogs/
zero-waste/embrace-composting.

Composting 
for a Better World!

Welcome to Horizon,
Byron’s newest rooftop bar.

Enjoy hinterland views, stunning sunsets
and signature cocktails showcasing local 

distilleries and breweries.

Horizon Rooftop
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 7 DAYS
Horizon Rooftop, Hotel Marvell
4 Marvell Street, Byron Bay

Open Daily | 3pm – 9pm

NO BOOKINGS REQUIRED

Call: 6685 7385
@horizonbyronbay
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The 

Good Life

Open 6am – 12pm
Monday – Saturday

Shop 6/108 Stuart Street
Mullumbimby.

ALLPRESS ESPRESSSO

C O F F E E  SE H O P

Simon Haslam

The picturesque Husk 

Distillery is just an enjoyable 

45-minute drive north of 

Byron, in the Tweed Valley, 

and is a wonderful place to 

visit if you like gin – it’s the 

home of the popular and 

innovative Ink Gin, and other 

gins made with local botani-

cals. Also, if you like rum and 

would like to try something 

really worthwhile, it’s also the 

pioneering home of Australia’s 

first farm-to-bottle rum, made 

entirely from sugar cane 

grown onsite.

Now, some people might 

believe that they don’t like 

rum, or that rum is merely 

the ingredient in the can of 

rum and coke that makes you 

a better singer. Rum’s more 

than that, it’s a very versatile 

cocktail mixer (and you can 

sample a variety of terrific 

cocktails at the distillery) but 

it can also be sipped by itself. 

My favourite drink on a hot 

day is the Caribbean-style 

Ti’ Punch made with Husk’s 

Pure Cane rum with ice, lime 

and sugarcane syrup. If you 

haven’t already, try Husk’s 

completely new style of ‘juice 

rum’, made only from the cane 

juice itself, rather from molas-

ses (a by-product of the sugar 

industry). You can actually sip 

these premium-quality aged 

Husk rums, like sipping a fine 

whisky, and experience the 

unique terroir of the Tweed 

region in the rum itself.

While this style of ‘agricole’ 

or ‘juice’ rum is popular in the 

Caribbean, Husk founder, Paul 

Messenger, is the first person 

to attempt this in Australia, 

working with Head Distiller, 

Quentin Brival, from cane-

growing Martinique. The rums 

in Australia, and even some of 

the lesser rums in the Carib-

bean, are made using various 

sweeteners and flavours. 

Hence, if you don’t like rum, 

you might not have tried a 

quality product yet.

Right now, Husk have 

available a wonderful Husk 

Mother’s Day: 
farmers’-market style
Victoria Cosford

Each of us is the product of one: without them we would 

never have existed. If only for this fact, mothers should be 

celebrated – and this Mother’s Day, consider serving up a 

three-course feast for the mother in your life, most of the 

ingredients springing from a visit to the farmers’ market.

Start with a zucchini and basil soup; move on to a glorious 

chicken dish; finish up with chocolate. For the soup, soften a 

kilo of chopped zucchini (from Everest Farm) and two cloves 

of garlic in olive oil and do this slowly, so it takes around 20 

minutes. Season, then add 500ml chicken stock and simmer 

for several minutes. Pour the lot into a food processor and 

reduce to a puree before returning the mix to the saucepan. 

Stir through 140ml cream, the chopped leaves of a small 

bunch of basil and one of parsley (from Gourmet Salad Hut), 

and 120g finely-grated parmesan. Check the seasoning and 

serve with a toasted chunk of Crabbes Creek Woodfired 

Honey and Macadamia bread rubbed with garlic and drizzled 

with olive oil.

For the main, roast chicken, you’ll be mashing together 

softened butter and a round of Deb Allard’s brie-style 

‘Claude’ cheese, then folding through finely chopped garlic 

and parsley. Gently loosen the skin of a Misty Creek Farm 

chicken and insert this ‘butter’ all over, as far as possible. 

Season, and pop into a 200°C oven until the juices run clear. 

Alongside, serve Edens Landing potatoes you’ve roasted 

in Misty Creek’s fantastic organic rendered chicken fat, till 

crunchy and golden, and Gourmet Salad Hut leaves.

The only possible ending after that is organic chocolate 

from Puremelt: your work is done, the table adorned with 

Ahana candles and beautiful flowers from Blue Lotus or 

Glenyce Creighton. Happy Mother’s Day!

Everest Farm, Crabbes Creek Woodfired, Cheeses Loves 

You, and Glenyce Creighton are at New Brighton Farmers 

Market every Tuesday from 8 to 11am and at Mullum-

bimby Farmers Market every Friday from 7 to 11am.

Gourmet Salad Hut, Misty Creek Farm, Edens Landing, 

Puremelt Chocolate, Ahana Candles and Byron Bay Blue 

Lotus are at Mullumbimby Farmers Market every Friday 

from 7 to 11am.

Signature rum, made entirely 

on their Tumbulgum farm. 

I’ve tried this, it’s terrific. It 

bears the new ‘ACR’ mark, a 

standard for this new style 

of rum in Australia, one 

made with a true sense of 

provenance using the natural 

flavours derived from Austral-

ian sugar cane varieties. Yes, 

there are different varieties 

of sugar cane; for example 

at the distillery they are 

growing a variety that’s over 

100 years old, but is very rarely 

grown today.

If you are a connoisseur of 

rum, you’ll realise the impor-

tance placed on the actual 

still; at Husk, Paul and Quentin 

use column or pot distilling 

methods in their beautiful 

Forsyth still and work together 

over years (two to grow the 

crop, two plus years to age the 

rum) to develop the complex 

flavours from the juice and 

yeasts that go into their signa-

ture sipping spirits.

More info at 

huskdistillers.com.

Husk: Tweed pioneers in rum and gin

LEFT: The Husk Signature rum can be enjoyed neat like a fine whisky – it’s a new type of rum in which the flavour and 

complexity comes from the unique conditions of the Tweed region and the distillation process, not from sweeteners and 

flavours. RIGHT: A Tumbulgum gum reflected in the Forsyth still at Husk Distillery – it’s a beautiful place to visit.
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Cryptic Clues 
ACROSS
1. Getting on train is traditional (3,6)

6. Medic has waste matter put back 
into sink (5)

9. Take off raincoats salesman 
brought around (7)

10. Spoil royal night out in tent (7)

11. Costs I’m distributing to produce 
TV shows (7)

12. Whereabouts of commercial rig (7)

13. Cleaner energy represented in a 
sculpture in Eastern European city 
(9)

15. Aforementioned bandit totally 
trapped (5)

16. Ancient philosopher is thus: almost 
excessively internalised (5)

19. Speculations, but not in 
ceremonial gear (9)

22. Wild asses love free range saltbush 
starter (7)

23. Worship of spirits is a sort of mini 
sexual practice (7)

25. Schedule I interrupted to make 
merry (7)

26. Emerge to reveal... (4,3)

27. ...captain with locks on furniture 
(5)

28. Spartan spat at man in suit (9)

DOWN
1. Sanctuary is nothing in its present 

condition (5)

2. Very serious detectives turned up 
to collar star criminal (7)

3. Movie maker takes soft drink 
infused with fizzy pop (7)

4. Dog rescues trapped monsters (5)

5. Condemns follower of Mary to 
poor seats (9)

6. Legal document espousing purge 
is subjected to ridicule (7)

7. Unfinished work on loan – that’s 
rich! (7)

8. Spooner’s ovine pretence at risqué 
entertainment (9)

13. See man on board, almost loaded 
(9)

14. Pages left out by doctor at work on 
bug (9)

17. Cairo, a number composed for a 
musical instrument (7)

18. One who produces carrot managed 
to grab Echo (7)

20. Australian actor with degree 
blowing Milan away (7)

21. Bananas on air: ‘B1 in the City?’ (7)

23. Bill starts to cruise right around 
African capital (5)

24. Design a way to do things, right up 
(5)

Quick Clues 
ACROSS
1. Favouring conservative ideas and 

practices (3,6)

6. Languish; sag (5)

9. Run away (7)

10. Canopy over theatre entrance (7)

11. TV series depicting day-to-day lives 
of their characters (7)

12. Where you live (7)

13.  Eastern European capital (9)

15. Term used to avoid repetition (5)

16. Greek school of philosophy (5)

19. Garments denoting rank or 
authority (9)

22. Equid species native to Asia (7)

23. Belief that natural phenomena 
have consciousness and will (7)

25. Engage in noisy and demonstrative 
revels (7)

26. Make one’s debut into society (4,3)

27. Professorship (5)

28. A person who brings a civil action 
in a court of law (9)

DOWN
1. Fertile area in desert; refuge (5)

2. Harsh; extreme (7)

3. Movie director, and daughter of 
another of that name (7)

4. Monstrous or cruel people (5)

5. Severely reprimands (9)

6. Scoffed at (7)

7. Abundant; wealthy (7)

8. Booths from which one may view 
live nude models (9)

13. A diocese (9)

14. Listen in secret to private 
conversations (9)

17. Potato flute (7)

18. One who makes or originates (7)

20. He works for the postal service (7)

21. East African capital city (7)

23. West African capital city (5)

24. Theme; ornament (5)

Crossword by Stephen Clarke #2

Last week’s solution #1
L I N E A R B A R C H A R T
A O T I A D O
M Y N A H S T R A P D O O R
E D L W O N I
D R A W E R M A I N L I N E
U I T T O Y E S S
C A R I E S R K
K Y S P A N I E L S E

A I N A P K I N
C A A O N E C I O
A B U T T I N G K E E P E R
M B W F R P M
P L A O N I C G A Z E B O
U D O R T R U
S

T

E A D I E R V E R S U ST

TAURUS THE BULL

ARIES: If this week brings 
altered relationship or 
work-related issues and fiery 
Mars in your sign has you 
wanting to respond forcefully, 
be advised that reactive 
behaviour will only deepen 
rift s and widen divides. Step 
back, take a breath and focus 
instead on finding areas of 
mutual agreement.

TAURUS: Not only are the 
sun and Jupiter making this 
year’s annual alignment in 
your sign, the annual new 
moon in Taurus on 8 May is 
bringing plenty of positive 
momentum to the Taurus 
world for making a fresh 
start. Forgiveness is likely to 
be easier this week than it 
may have been in the past.

GEMINI: The pioneering 
ideas generated by Mercury 
in recent weeks continue 
sparking interesting new 
connections and directions, 
so enjoy them while they 
arrive and thrive. There’ll 
be plenty of time to assess 
what’s viable and what’s not 
when your guiding planet 
starts shift ing into practical 
mode next week.

CANCER: The energetics 
of this week’s Uranus/new 
moon alignment and how 
they aff ect you are possibly 
best expressed by Cancerian 
author Elizabeth Gilbert: 
‘The point is not for you to do 
something that’s never been 
done before. The point is for 
you to do something you’ve 
never done before.’

LEO: With impatient Mars 
turning basic interactions 
into a battle of wills, let’s not 
pretend this isn’t looking 
like a challenging week. 
All the more reason to stay 
focused on its strengths, 
which are the self-control to 
not immediately react when 
triggered, and to stay calm 
when provoked.

VIRGO: This week Mercury’s 
stimulating diff erent ways 
of thinking, inviting you to 
explore beyond the borders 
of what you know, to 
investigate innovative ways of 
maintaining stability during 
the ongoing dance of change. 
So go ahead and experiment 
with new ideas – the practical 
reality checks will arrive next 
week.

LIBRA: Venus in her current 
transit is both indulgent and 
value-savvy, a combination 
which makes this week’s 
Libran balancing act to find 
a workable compromise 
between must-have and 
sensible spending – because 
if anyone knows how to make 
budgeting look like the new 
black, it’s you Venusians.

SCORPIO: Your natural 
talents of discrimination and 
discretion come into their 
own this week as Mercury and 
Pluto clash. Beware of temper 
flares, and also be selective 
about who you share 
information with, because 
the silicate communication 
planet is currently in its most 
unfiltered mode.

SAGITTARIUS: What does 
this week’s yes/no, stop/
go, push/pull scenario of 
impulsive Mars in overdrive 
and the celestial threesome 
of the sun/Venus/new moon 
in cautious Taurus mean 
for archers? A lesson in 
assessing when it’s profitable 
to advance, and when 
it’s smarter to rein in that 
Sagittarian horse.

CAPRICORN: This week’s 
material-minded new moon 
on 8 May suggests connecting 
with like-minded people 
who share your values, to 
consider taking the next step 
in firming new possibilities 
into something more solid. 
Pro tip: in the current earthy 
cycle, all business meetings 
will proceed more agreeably 
over food.

AQUARIUS: An unexpected 
plot twist could arrive this 
week when the sun and 
radical changemaker Uranus 
bring the combined energy of 
their once-a-year alignment 
to your workplace and health 
sector. It’s worthwhile being 
proactive by initiating any 
changes you already wanted 
to make.

PISCES: The gift  of Neptune 
currently in your sign? 
Flexibility in the face of 
gridlocked situations. 
Empathy for the sensitivities 
of complex personalities. And 
the gift  of tuning into Saturn 
in your sign? Assistance with 
finding the most ethical 
passage through this week’s 
complicated maze.

STARS 
BY LILITH

Assertive Mars and Mercury in flammable Aries 
encountering the sun, Venus and midweek new 
moon in the solid sign of the bull evoke the 
old-time song: When an irresistible force meets 
an immovable object, something’s gotta give...

www.echo.net.au/soap-box

Behind the 
Velvet Rope
Some people get to experience life 

differently to the rest of us.

We go out of our way to make sure 

things are better for them. These people 

tend to be super wealthy and privileged 

so they probably don’t need the extra 

curation. I wondered why we do this. I 

wondered what life must be like when 

it’s made slightly better than everyone 

else’s experience. When you belong 

to those eight seats at the front of the 

plane with champagne and clean toilets 

while the rest of us wait patiently for tea 

and water. Behind the velvet rope.

I think about equity a lot, and why 

only a few have so much and so many 

have so little. I wonder why we are 

okay about that. I remember walking 

through the poorest areas of Honolulu 

before the US election when Trump 

won the presidency (please don’t let 

this happen again) and seeing stickers 

and signs for him everywhere. Trump 

Towers sparkled with resplendent and 

decadent wealth just a ten-minute drive 

away. Here in the shadows people lived 

in dire poverty. What ever happened to 

‘eat the rich’?

Before the rich start squirming, relax. It’s 

not a new challenge on MasterChef, it’s a 

metaphor for class conflict popularised 

during the French revolution. Although 

we are in a cost-of- living crisis… The 

longer quote by Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

should be repeated for context: ‘When 

the people shall have nothing more to 

eat, they will eat the rich.’

Personally I’m not a fan of eating 

the rich, but redistributing wealth 

is actually a very good idea. But we 

don’t dare ask. We’re too busy begging 

for approval.

I wonder why it’s so ingrained in us, (we 

who have little), to make sure those who 

have so much have such a gold star ride.

The other day I dropped into one of 

my favourite stores and bought some 

beautiful raw wrapping paper for a gift 

for my daughter. The person serving 

me told me she’d had someone come 

to buy the exact same paper because 

Elle McPherson had turned up and 

they couldn’t wrap her purchases in 

their regular paper. I wondered why. 

Is she allergic? Does she have a texture 

phobia? Can she only tolerate beauty?

Why do the rest of us get the regular 

and she gets the upgrade? It’s not the 

shop’s fault. It’s what we do. It’s not 

even Elle’s fault. She probably doesn’t 

even know. She probably thinks 

everyone gets the good paper. But 

they don’t. We curate the experience 

of people like Elle. People who already 

have a pretty sweet ride are given an 

even sweeter one.

When you think about it, she doesn’t 

need it. Life is sweet enough. Why 

don’t we curate the experience of 

the poor? The woman scratching 

though her coin purse to afford the 

bread? The poor don’t get upgrades 

or experience curation. They get the 

blame and a plastic bag.

We don’t have to eat the rich, but we 

could at least stop sucking up.

MANDY NOLAN’S

When the 
people shall 
have nothing 

more to eat, they 
will eat the rich.

A quick guide to solving 
Stephen Clarke’s crosswords
Echo readers will notice how different Mungo’s and Stephen’s 

clueing styles are. To help with the transition between them 

Stephen wants to offer this guide to solving his puzzles. 

Familiarity with the NATO phonetic alphabet, chess notation 

and two abbreviations – c and ro – from cricket terminology 

will all help. So, expect references to Charlie, Oscar, Mike, 

Romeo, Juliet, Lima, papa, golf, India, uniforms, whiskey, 

Zulus and of course The Echo. Lots of things run out and get 

caught. The letter O also gets a good workout, in the guises of 

love, rings, nothings, noughts and circles. There are references 

to horse racing card abbreviations: h, m, f , g and c, so 

horses, mares, fillies, geldings and colts all get runs. 

He also acknowledges his fixation on Spoonerisms.



www.echo.net.au The Byron Shire Echo 21

With so much 
on offer, 
support 
local!

Sunrise 
Window 
Tinting

Superior home, office 
and car tinting from a 
father-son team.
Located in the Byron 
Arts & Industry Estate, 
drop your car to them 
and take the solar train for a day in town. 
Super cool films and frosts from the world’s best manufacturers. 
Lifetime warranties available, friendly service and a local touch.
0412 158 478
3/21 Centennial Circuit, Byron Bay
www.sunrisewindowtinting.com.au

BVK Solicitors Attorneys

Sue Rado (van Kempen)has organised 
BvK as the office manager since she 
returned to Australia in 2013. 
A talented artist and photographer, 
Sue is also graphic & web designer 
and marketing manager. 
Sue lived for 15 years in Budapest, 
where she gained experience with 
international businesses and became 
fluent in Hungarian. Sue is an integral 
part of the team at BvK.
Upstairs in the Byron Arcade
02 6680 8522
www.bvk.com.au

100% Pets

100% Pets Byron Bay is 
your local family owned 
and operated pet 
supply store.
Come and see 
their friendly and 
knowledgeable team for 
all your pet needs.
The extensive range of 
quality products at 100% Pets enables them to become your pet 
care partner for the lifelong journey of your pet. 
Their priority is the health and wellbeing of your pet, whether it’s 
a dog, cat, rabbit, guinea pig, bird and/or fish.
02 6680 8121 
4/55 Centennial Circuit, Byron Bay

ESPRESSOHEAD

Tucked away in the heart of Byron, Espressohead Cafe has been a 
favourite locals’ hideout for well over a decade. Their all-day menu 
includes fresh, locally sourced meals with vegan and gluten-free 
options, and of course exceptional coffee.
So pull up a chair and 
settle into this quaint and 
cosy space to experience 
Byron like a local.
Open daily 
6:30am - 2pm 
7/4 Middleton St, 
Byron Bay
02 6680 9783
www.espressoheadcafe.com

Dr. Moose

Get ready to stand out from the 
crowd with your very own custom 
t-shirt! 
Printed while you wait/same day! 
No set up costs, full colour prints 
on AS Colour high quality shirts. 
Locally owned, in Byron since ‘95.

Open every day 9.30am-5.30pm 
02 6685 5825
48 Jonson Street, Byron Bay
www.drmoose.com.au
drmoose@drmoose.com.au

Milameli 

Milameli Kids, the original locally 
owned and operated children’s 
clothing and gift store has relocated…
After 18+ years under the Balcony 
Restaurant they have a new store at 
3/6 Jonson Street.
Full of all their favourite kids products, 
shoes, toys, clothing, etc. they also 
now stock local brands: Byron Bay 
Candles, Mahashe Clothing, Reer 
Endz Organic Underwear, and Doterra 
Essential Oils.
3/6 Jonson Street, Byron Bay
www.milameli.com
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ABI INTERIORS 
NEW SHOWROOM 
ABI Interiors celebrate their new state-

of-the-art Gold Coast showroom with an 

event-filled open day!

You’re invited to ABI Interiors’ state-of-

the-art Carrara showroom opening from 

9 am–3pm Saturday, 18 May, 45 City Link 

Drive, Carrara QLD. Enjoy live music and 

gain inspiration for your next project 

as you explore their high-end kitchen, 

bathroom, laundry and outdoor displays — 

thoughtfully curated to celebrate what ABI 

Interiors brings to every home.

Also, enjoy free gelato, gift bags, cooking 

demos, a moodboarding workshop, and a 

free coffee at the brand-new Cafe Junie. ABI 

Interiors’ official brand ambassador and 

Aussie TV personality, Shelley Craft, will be 

in attendance for a special meet and greet.

For more information or to secure your 

spot in a moodboarding workshop, 

visit  www.abiinteriors.com.au/

showroom-open-day.

RICHARDSON MURRAY
Richardson Murray is a boutique family and 

relationship law firm established by well-

respected family lawyers Anton Richardson 

and Stephanie Murray.

The team at Richardson Murray are 

committed to achieving positive outcomes 

so that you can move on with the next 

chapter of your life. 

‘Over the years we have learned that 

clients want a family law firm they can 

trust, with lawyers who are best in class 

and committed to excellence. Clients want 

caring, understanding legal professionals 

who are sensitive to their needs.’ says 

Anton. 

‘In our view Family Law is a specialised area 

of law that requires lawyers who practice 

exclusively in their field. Our firm practices 

only in family law and we provide our 

clients with an exceptional quality of legal 

service and client care,’ says Stephanie.

richardson-murray.law

42 Parkes Ave, Byron Bay

2016/89-91 Surf Parade, Broadbeach

MY GEEK MATE
‘Tech commandments of the Chief Geek’ continued: The 2nd commandment is to use 

‘two-factor authentication’ (2FA), also known as multifactor authentification (or MFA). 

It just means you need more than an email address and a password to access your 

important accounts.

To receive your 2FA one-time login code you can use an email address, a mobile phone 

number, an ‘authenticator’ app or an app associated with the service you are logging into 

(e.g. the Gmail app will let you log in to Google on another device).

Even better than 2FA is a ‘passkey’! See www.mygeekmate.com.au for more details.

Mark - The Chief Geek, My Geek Mate, 1/53 Tamar St, Ballina

0431 122 057

‘Personal tech support for bamboozled bipeds’

STUDY HORTICULTURE 
WITH TAFE NSW
Byron Bay locals will be given skills to tap 

into the growing horticulture industry as 

part of a new Certificate II in Horticulture 

being offered for the first time at Byron Bay 

Connected Learning Centre (CLC). 

TAFE NSW acting head teacher of 

horticulture, Robert Davies, said there’s a 

need for horticulturists in Byron Bay.

‘There are lots of job opportunities in local 

nurseries. Due to the year-round warmer 

climate, there is demand for the nursery, 

cut flower, floral oil, and production 

horticulture sectors to supply products 

locally and to the Brisbane, Sydney and 

Melbourne markets,’ Mr Davies said.

The course commences on Wednesday, 

1 May and will be split between Byron Bay 

CLC and TAFE NSW Wollongbar campuses.

For more information, visit: www.

tafensw.edu.au / 131 601.

TRAINING THAT CHANGES LIVES, 
AT BYRON COMMUNITY COLLEGE.
With a focus on career development, 

personal growth and equipping students 

with invaluable skills, Byron College has a 

course to transform your life whilst helping 

those in need.

- CHC42021 Certificate IV in Community 

Services: create a rewarding new career 

and make a difference in the areas of 

housing and homelessness, aged-care, 

disability, youth work and many more. 

Nationally Recognised & Subsidised*

- CHC43315 Certificate IV in Mental Health: 

essential training to assist adults 

experiencing a mental health crisis. 

Nationally Recognised & Subsidised*

- HLTAID011 - Provide First Aid: Be the hero 

in any situation! Equip yourself with life-

saving first aid procedures and basic life 

support skills. 

Head to www.byroncollege.org.au or call 

6684 3374 for more details.

*For eligible 

students. 

Training is 

subsidised 

by the NSW 

Government. 

RTO 90013
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Summer of Harold
Fri & Sat May 10, 11, 17, 18, 24 & 25
Cabaret Seating
TICKETS $10/20/25
Show starts 7pm
BOOKINGS: at the door or via
www.trybooking.com/CQEVP 

Uki Town Hall

Hilary Bell’s 

three comedic plays

BAYSOUNDS COMPETITION LAUNCH
SAE Creative Media Institute and BayFM are proud to announce 

the launch of ‘BaySounds’, a new song-writing competition aimed 

at showcasing the talents of emerging musicians in the Northern 

Rivers region.

Open to musicians aged 16 and over, the competition invites 

musos to submit their original composition on the SAE website by 

Sunday, 16 June.

The winning artist will have their song professionally recorded, 

mixed, and mastered at the world-class recording studios at SAE 

Byron Bay by an SAE audio lecturer and final-year students, while 

receiving rotational airplay on BayFM. Additionally, the winner will 

have the unique chance to perform at SAE’s Open Day event on 
Saturday 17 August – which will be played live simultaneously 
on BayFM.

The competition is being judged by: SAE Senior Lecturer, Dirk 

Terrill; BayFM President and broadcaster, Ange Kent; and BayFM 

broadcaster and musician, Nathan Kaye.

SAE General Manager, Dr Luke McMillan, says this collaboration is 

important, ‘as leaders in creative media education, SAE is proud to 

have produced graduates who have made a name for themselves 

in the music industry like Sampa The Great, and studio experts who 

have won Grammy awards while working alongside iconic artists like 

Drake, Justin Bieber, and Hans Zimmer.’

‘BaySounds represents a shared commitment by SAE and BayFM to 

foster local talent and support the growth of the music industry in 

our community.’

Dirk Terrill is enthusiastic about the upcoming competition: ‘it 

is exciting as it provides young up-and-coming artists exposure 

to community radio and a local university college like SAE, while 

giving artists an insight into a career in the music industry. It’s also 

an opportunity for our final-year students to work with a real-world 

client, and for the winning artist to obtain a quality recording from 

our talented student body who will utilise SAE’s world-class facilities.’

Ange Kent said BayFM is supporting local music throughout the 

competition period:  ‘BayFM and SAE are both passionate about 

the music industry and our local community, and helping it grow. 

Throughout the competition we will be playing song submissions 

from local artists, with the top ten songs played on a special show 

once the competition period is over. There is nothing better than 

live radio, so for the winner to have the opportunity to perform at 

SAE’s Open Day, and be broadcast live on BayFM, is very exciting.’

Nathan Kaye said that he anticipates entries from incredible 

artists during the competition:  ‘I’m looking forward to hearing 

the plethora of talent that exists in our region. The BaySounds 

application process will guide artists with what they have to 

do in relation to festival and grant applications. Being able to 

communicate what you do to music industry professionals, media, 

and the wider community is an important skill to have at your 

disposal.’ he said.

Entries for BaySounds are now open until Sunday, 16 June 
2024. To enter visit: sae.edu.au/baysounds.

TALES OF HOPE AND SURVIVAL 
FROM MYANMAR’S INSEIN PRISON 
Sean Turnell, author of An Unlikely Prisoner, and Ma Thida, 
activist and author of A-Maze, join together for an intimate 
conversation with Mick O’Regan about their time in 
Myanmar’s notorious Insein Prison. 

Sean Turnell spent almost two years in Myanmar’s most 
terrifying prison, accused of being a spy. Ma Thida was also 
incarcerated there, denied medical treatment and came very 
close to dying.  We spoke to Turnell and Thida about their 
upcoming conversation.

Can you explain the situation in Myanmar?

Sean: The country is in a desperate situation following a military 

coup in February 2021. Opposition to the new regime quickly 

followed the takeover, but this was met with extreme violence by the 

ruling junta. Tens of thousands have been killed, at least two million 

displaced (internally and externally), and the country has become 

once more a byword for atrocity. The economy is in a state of near 

collapse, and functions little more than as an exploitable resource 

for the ruling junta to provide for its wars. Most of the reforms of 

the last decade or so have been reversed, and Myanmar’s youth 

now have few prospects. International attention on the country is 

minimal. Yet, the people of Myanmar remain unbowed, and the junta 

is increasingly on the back foot. Terrible things will continue, but 

Myanmar’s military are surely sliding towards defeat of some kind.

Thida: Myanmar continues to struggle with political instability 

following the attempted military coup in February 2021, which 

led to the ousting of the civilian government led by Aung San 

Suu Kyi and the National League for Democracy (NLD). The 

military, known as the State Administration Council (SAC), 

has since maintained control, despite widespread protests 

and resistance, known as the Spring Revolution, from the 

public including ethnic minority groups. Later the Committee 

Representative of Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH) and the National 

Unity Government (NUG) were formed as legislative and 

executive bodies of resistance. 

The SAC has implemented violent measures to suppress 

dissents and protesters, including arrests, internet shutdowns, 

extra-judicial killings, arsons and bombing. Myanmar is 

experiencing a humanitarian crisis, including arbitrary arrests, 

torture, and killings by security forces. Despite that, public 

opposition to the SAC remains very strong.

The People’s Defence Forces (PDF) emerged in response to the 

National Unity Government’s declaration, affirming the people’s 

right to self-defence. The armed resistance has garnered significant 

support from the general public within Myanmar as well as from 

the Myanmar diaspora worldwide. This support has grown as 

peaceful protests and international initiatives, such as the ASEAN’s 

five-point consensus, were all disregarded by the SAC.

The PDF consists of armed civilian groups and defected soldiers 

who can pose a significant threat to the SAC’s authority. It has 

also engaged in guerilla warfare and launched attacks on military 

installations, disrupting the SAC’s operations and now controlling 

more than 60 per cent of the country.

What impact do you hope your book will have? 

Sean: I don’t pretend it will have earth-shattering consequences, 

but I do hope it will draw attention to the suffering of the 

Myanmar people.

Thida: My book highlights that the decade-long quasi-civilian 

administration period (2011-2020) didn’t bring Myanmar closer to 

reaching its way toward democracy, instead getting the country 

lost in a tortuous maze crafted by the military leaders. My hope 

is that readers will understand more details about my country’s 

situation, especially foreign audiences.

Join Sean Turnell and Ma Thida with Mick O’Regan 
at the Mullumbimby Civic Hall on Thursday, 
30 May, from 5.30pm. Tickets are limited, book now via 
byronwritersfestival.com/whats-on.

READ MORE ON PAGE 6.
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Looking to kickstart 
your musical career?
You need to be part of BaySounds, 
the Northern Rivers own songwriting 
competition – a joint initiative from SAE 
University College Byron Bay and BayFM 
to give our local talent the exposure you 
guys deserve.

Send us your best original track and 
you could win a professional recording 
opportunity and headlining spot at SAE’s 
Open Day. PLUS have your music played on 
BayFM and promoted across our socials. 

Entries close June 16th. 
Head to sae.edu.au/baysounds.

SUMMER OF HAROLD
In a change of pace, the Uki Moon Theatre are excited to 

announce their first production for 2024 – the comedic trio of plays, 

Summer of Harold, by award-winning playwright Hilary Bell and 

directed by Penny Irving.

World-premiering at the Ensemble Theatre in Sydney in 2023, 

Summer of Harold explores the poignancy of the mundane life 

through the transformative power of everyday objects in a trio of 

plays about the adventurous, passionate and hopeful nature of life.

Summer of Harold recreates a memory of Janet from 1984 when 

she and fellow backpacking friend, Alison, score summer jobs as 

housekeepers for the 20th century’s foremost British playwright, 

Harold Pinter. Within the tightly controlled Pinter household, will 

these Aussie girls flop or triumph?

In Enfant Terrible, Gareth, who is returning from an awards 

ceremony, which has whipped him into an obsessive jealousy 

of a rival ceramicist, is forced to reconsider his brash actions on 

the night.

In Lookout, Joan and Rae are ascending to a picturesque Blue 

Mountains lookout – they take a moment to reflect on the past 

before making some life-changing decisions.

Performance are Fridays and Saturdays, 10, 11, 17, 18, 24 and 
25 May at the Uki Town Hall at 7pm. Tickets are available now 
at: www.trybooking.com/CQEVP.

CONVERSATIONS WITH MARK SWIVEL
Byron Community College is thrilled 

to announcement their new series, 

‘Conversations with Mark Swivel’. Mark 

is a well-known man-about-town owing 

to his dedication to community-building, 

activism and all the stellar work he does in 

raising awareness on important topics that 

affect us all.

He’s a lawyer (founder of Barefoot Law), 

an independent councillor on Byron Shire 

Council, a performer and a writer. He’s a bit 

of a bloody legend!

In this eight-week series, Mark will be 

joined each week by an equally special 

guest as they discuss important topics and 

hold open conversations on matters that 

impact us individually and as a community.

Kicking off the first week is filmmaker, 

storyteller and planet protector Damon 
Gameau – they’ll discuss how to respond 

to the emergencies we face in climate, 

inequality and governance.

The rest of the series will be featuring some 

true treasures in the shire.

Money Matters:  Wednesday, 15 May.
Why economics is key to democracy – a 

light speed survey of economic theory 

and policy from Smith to Mazzucato, with 

Colleen Ryan.

Consent Withheld: Wednesday, 22 May. 
The myths of sovereign citizenship – how 

the legal system really works in abstract 

theory and everyday practice, with David 
Heilpern.

Green Futures: Wednesday, 29 May. 
How will we live in 2099? – what policy, 

law and funding do we need for land use, 

energy and transport of the future, with 

Belinda Kinkead.

Freeing the Mind: Wednesday, 5 June. 
How do the law, new therapies, and drug 

reform fit together – from the war on drugs 

to better wellbeing, with Micha Lerner.

The Yartz: Wednesday, 12 June.
Making art makes sense, makes money, 

makes us happy – how do we improve arts 

policy and the law for artists, with Lindy Lee.

Fair Go: Wednesday, 19 June. 
Social Democracy and Housing – the role 

of government in housing through history 

and how the past can guide the future, with 

Brandon Saul and Tracey Mackie.

Too Soon?: Wednesday, 26 June. 
The Contested History of Australia – 

colonisation, our constitution and catching 

up with our past, with Julianne Schultz 
and Belle Budden.

Bookings are essential. Full fee: $30 per 
session, concession: $20. Sessions run 
from 6.30pm to 8pm in Mullumbimby – 
either at the Byron Community College 
or the Drill Hall.

Doors open at 6pm for a 6.30pm start 
and light refreshments will be available 
for purchase on the night.

IT’S THE BYRON CAPER!
Like your entertainment served up with delicious food and 

booze? Then this one’s for you! Caper Byron Bay Food & Culture 
Festival is thrilled to announce the return of the ‘Dinner & Show’ 

at Brunswick Picture House for two nights only on Saturday, 18 
May and Sunday, 19 May.

After sell-out shows for the inaugural festival, Caper has this year 

teamed up with the creators of ‘Cheeky Cabaret’ and the new 

Byron restaurant The Smoking Camel, to bring you ‘Rock the 
Casbah’. This bespoke collaboration is sending the Brunswick 

Picture House into souk-like hustle and song, as guests take their 

seats amongst rugs and riches fit for princes and princesses.

Arabian inspired frivolity will descend with multiple acts and The 

Smoking Camel dishing out their signature Middle Eastern menu, 

full of rips, dips and glorious sharing-style mains and sweets. 

Beloved local distillery, Brookie’s is also in on the action, and will 

be serving all guests an in-themed cocktail to kickstart the party.

Tables can be booked in full, as tables of four or six, or for those 

that are in the mood to get sociable, book a spot or two on a table 

of future friends.

Never far from the action, Caper Festival ‘Presenting Partner’, 

North Byron Hotel, is providing a shuttle service to and from 
the pub for just $10. The hotel is set to be a hub of creativity and 

community over the ten-day festival stint, as it acts as the perfect 

bolthole, full of activities to entertain the whole family.

We also recommend checking out the Yakitori Party at Wandana 
Brewing Co, as Trouble San (Brunswick Heads) and Moonlight 
(Byron Bay) are serving up snacks on sticks and sides as guests 

receive a complimentary sundowner in style with Trouble San DJs 

throughout the night.

All info and tickets can be found at caperbyronbay.com – with a 
limited amount left, we urge you to run, not walk.

GERMAN FILM FESTIVAL
Palace Cinemas are delighted to present the 2024 HSBC German 
Film Festival in collaboration with German Films. The 2024 

line-up features many superb offerings including six films direct 

from the Berlin International Film Festival (Berlinale), a selection 

of the best new German cinema and exciting new films for 

budding cinephiles in the Kino for Kids side bar, presented by the 

Goethe-Institut.

The festival is excited to announce that the opening night 

selection is From Hilde, With Love (In Liebe, Eure Hilde) directed 

by renowned filmmaker Andreas Dresen, which premiered 

to widespread acclaim at the recent Berlinale. Featuring an 

extraordinary performance from Liv Lisa Fries as a young woman 

drawn into the anti-Nazi resistance movement during World War 

II, the film is a compelling historical drama and a remarkable 

true story.

Also direct from Berlinale is festival centrepiece Foreign Language 
(Langue Étrangère), starring Nina Hoss and Chiara Mastroianni. 
This impeccable, heartfelt drama follows two teenagers in 

Leipzig and Strasbourg who forge a friendship through letters 

and language exchange. Their bittersweet and boundary-testing 

friendship is strained as they grapple with how to understand 

themselves and the world around them.

Closing the 2024 HSBC German Film Festival is Treasure, direct 

from its premiere at Berlinale. This touching drama starring Lena 
Dunham and Stephen Fry, follows a music journalist and her 

Polish father, a Holocaust survivor, who set out on a tour of their 

family homeland.

Festival favourite Frederick Lau delivers an outstanding 

performance in One For The Road, a deeply touching and 

distinctly authentic story set between Berlin’s famous bars and 

sober therapy rooms. Temptations lurk everywhere in this amusing 

tragicomedy from director Markus Goller (25km/h GFF19) that 

dives into the highs and lows of drinking and the meaning of 

true friendship.

Featuring an all-star cast including Nastassja Kinski and Albrecht 
Schuch is Dark Satellites (Die stillen Trabanten), a moving 

ensemble drama set in night-time Leipzig, it tells three stories 

about the impossibility of love in poetic vignettes, and, from 

Austria, Andrea Gets A Divorce (Andrea lässt sich scheiden)
is a nuanced tragicomedy starring Birgit Minichmayr as a rural 

policewoman who wants a divorce and longs to become a 

detective inspector in the city but faces unforeseen challenges 

along the way.

These films are just the tip of the ‘eisberg’ – three weeks of great 

movies are waiting for you in Byron.

The 2024 HSBC German Film Festival will take place from 
16 May to 5 June at Palace Cinemas Byron Bay. For more 
information, please visit www.germanfilmfestival.com.au.
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108 Jonson St, Byron Bay

Session Times

Please check online for ALL films screening. Mercato Complex 3hrs FREE parking Validation for all Palace Cinemas 

customers. Session times subject to change - check web for most up to date sessions.

*NFT = No Free Tickets.

Book Online at palacecinemas.com.au

Thurs, May 9 – Wed, May 15

SPECIAL SCREENINGS
LES MISÉRABLES: 
REMASTERED (M)

Sat, Sun: 1:00PM

PARIS OPERA BALLET: 
DON QUIXOTE (CTC)

Sun: 1:00PM.
Wed: 11:00AM

THE THREE 
MUSKETEERS: 
D'ARTAGNAN
(M) SNEAK PREVIEW

Fri, Sat, Sun: 3:30PM

THE WAY, MY WAY
(PG) SNEAK PREVIEW

Sat: 4:20PM.
Sun: 3:30PM

FAMILY FILMS
GHOSTBUSTERS: 
FROZEN EMPIRE (PG)

Thurs, Fri, Mon, Tues: 
11:10AM.
Sat: 10:45AM

IF (CTC) SNEAK PREVIEW

Sun: 10:50AM

KUNG FU PANDA 4  (PG)

Daily: 11:00AM, 2:00PM

ALL FILMS
BACK TO BLACK
(MA15+)

Daily except Sat, Sun: 
1:20PM, 6:00PM.
Sat, Sun: 1:20PM, 
6:10PM

CHALLENGERS (M)

Daily except Sat, Sun: 
11:00AM, 3:45PM, 
5:45PM, 8:20PM. Sat: 
10:45AM, 5:45PM, 
8:20PM. Sun: 1:15PM, 
5:45PM, 8:20PM

CIVIL WAR (MA15+)

Daily except Wed: 
8:30PM

DUNE: PART TWO (M)

Daily: 1:40PM, 7:30PM

FREMONT (PG) NFT

Daily except Sun: 
3:45PM, 6:15PM.
Sun: 3:50PM, 6:15PM

GOLDA (PG) NFT

Daily except Sat, Sun: 
1:40PM, 3:50PM.
Sat, Sun: 10:50AM, 
4:00PM

KINGDOM OF THE 
PLANET OF THE APES 
(CTC) NFT

Daily: 11:00AM, 
12:00PM, 1:00PM, 
4:00PM, 7:00PM, 8:15PM

LA CHIMERA (M)

Thurs, Mon, Tues, Wed: 
3:10PM

MONSTER (M) NFT

Daily except Sun: 
10:45AM, 1:40PM, 6:00PM.
Sun: 10:45AM, 6:00PM

PERFECT DAYS (PG)

Daily: 5:00PM

TAROT (M) NFT

Thurs, Fri, Mon, Tues: 
1:30PM, 8:30PM.
Sat: 1:30PM, 8:40PM.
Sun: 8:40PM. Wed: 
8:30PM

THE FALL GUY (M)

Daily except Sat, Sun: 
11:00AM, 1:10PM, 4:10PM, 
6:45PM, 8:30PM.
Sat: 11:00AM, 1:10PM, 
3:50PM, 6:45PM, 8:30PM.
Sun: 10:45AM, 1:00PM, 
3:50PM, 6:45PM, 8:30PM

THE TASTE OF 
THINGS (PG) NFT

Daily: 10:45AM, 
3:50PM, 6:50PM

WICKED LITTLE 
LETTERS (MA15+)

Daily except Sat, Wed: 
10:50AM, 4:00PM, 
6:20PM.
Sat: 4:00PM, 6:20PM.
Wed: 10:50AM, 
4:00PM

Session Times Ballina Fair Cinema

Ballina Fair Shopping Centre FREE parking Book Online at palacecinemas.com.au

Thurs, May 9 - Wed, May 15

CHALLENGERS (M)

Thurs, Mon, Tues, Wed:
1:20PM. Fri: 1:15PM

GODZILLA X KONG:
THE NEW EMPIRE (M)

Thurs, Tues: 6:30PM.
Fri: 6:45PM. Sat, Sun: 6:00PM

IF (CTC) SNEAK PREVIEW

Sun: 10:15AM

KINGDOM OF THE
PLANET OF THE APES
(CTC) NFT

Daily except Mon: 12:20PM, 
3:45PM, 6:15PM. Mon:
12:20PM, 3:45PM, 6:40PM

KUNG FU PANDA 4 (PG)

Daily except Sat, Sun:
10:20AM. Sat: 10:15AM.
Sun: 10:30AM

THE FALL GUY (M)

Thurs, Mon, Tues, Wed: 
10:30AM, 1:10PM, 4:00PM, 
6:40PM. Fri: 10:30AM, 1:10PM, 
6:40PM. Sat, Sun: 10:00AM, 
12:50PM, 6:40PM

THE TASTE OF THINGS (PG) NFT

Thurs, Mon, Tues, Wed:
10:30AM, 3:20PM. Fri:
10:20AM, 3:50PM. Sat:
10:00AM, 12:40PM. Sun:
12:40PM

THE THREE MUSKETEERS: 
D'ARTAGNAN (M) SNEAK PREVIEW

Fri, Sat, Sun: 3:15PM

THE WAY, MY WAY (PG)

Sat, Sun: 3:30PM.
SNEAK PREVIEW

Mon: 6:30PM
Q&A SCREENING

Palace Cinemas is proud to be preserving Ballina’s 
cherished community cinema, where we’ll continue 

bringing exceptional movie experiences to the 
vibrant Ballina audience!

47/84 Kerr St, Ballina

SCAN TO
 JOIN FOR FREE

To receive the

 absolute lowest 

ticket price and

special offers, be 

sure to join our

 Free Movie Club!

*NFT = No Free Tickets

HAVE YOU SENT 
US YOUR GIG?

Submit your event to the Echo’s free Gig Guide. 

Running in The Echo and online at echo.net.au.

gigs@echo.net.au

WEDNESDAY 8
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, TRILLA
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM OLE FALCOR
BYRON THEATRE 1PM NT 
LIVE: MACBETH
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM INO PIO
BANGALOW BOWLO 
7.30PM BANGALOW 
BRACKETS OPEN MIC
THE CITADEL, 
MURWILLUMBAH, 
7.30PM STILL HERE BY DAVE 
& THE DAVES

THURSDAY 9
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, JULIAN JAMES & THE 
MOONSHINE STATE
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM DAN HANNAFORD
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 
5PM ROD MURRAY
LISMORE CITY BOWLO 
7PM THE SUPPER CLUB
LENNOX HOTEL HOTEL STAGE 
8PM THURSDAY JAM NIGHT

FRIDAY 10
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, FAT ALBERT
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, DEAR SUNDAY + THE 
COLLIFLOWERS
BYRON THEATRE 7.30PM STILL 
HERE BY DAVE & THE DAVES
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM OLE FALCOR + SAM 
BUCKLEY BAND
A&I HALL, BANGALOW, 
7PM BABE RAINBOW + VERY 
NICE PERSON & SINGLE CELL 
ORGANISM
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 
6PM YAZMINDI
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM BIRDS OF 
PARADISE: A COMEDY 
BIRDLESQUE
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ PAPA 
BITCHO
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
8PM KRAPPYOKEE WITH 
JESS

CLUB LENNOX 7PM NATHAN 
KAYE
LENNOX HOTEL 
8.30PM BULLETPROOF
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 
10AM TOMMY MEMPHIS
CHERRY STREET 
SPORTS CLUB, BALLINA, 
7PM ADAM GARDINER 
DUO,  THE DETECTIVES
ELTHAM HOTEL 4PM BABE 
RAINBOW, 
SEESPACE, LISMORE, 
7PM SCATTERED 
ORDER, TRALALA BLIP & 
CLOUDBEARD
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 
7.30PM DJ NAT WHITE
THE CHANNON TAVERN 
7PM TWO TEARS IN A 
BUCKET
UKI HALL 7PM UKI MOON 
THEATRE – SUMMER OF 
HAROLD
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6.30PM MARTIN WAY
THE CITADEL, 
MURWILLUMBAH, 
7.30PM CLAIRE ANNE 
TAYLOR BAND + JIMMY 
DOWLING
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
5PM TAHLIA MATHESON
TWIN TOWNS, TWEED 
HEADS, THE SHOWROOM 
8PM COUNTDOWN LIVE
COOLANGATTA HOTEL 
7PM GOONS OF DOOM + DJ 
EDDIE

SATURDAY 11
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, PAPER LANE TRIO
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
3PM ANNA STANTON, 
ISAAC FRANKHAM + 
WOLFMOTHER
BYRON THEATRE 6.30PM THE 
ROAD TO PATAGONIA 
ENCORE
THE NORTHERN, BYRON 
BAY, 6PM JASON DELPHIN 
+ DONNY SHADES TRIO, 
8PM SUB UNITY
KULCHA JAM, BYRON BAY, 
7PM HOTMESS IN THE FLESH
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 
4.30PM PUSH

BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM TOM BALLARD 
— GOOD POINT WELL MADE
MULLUMBIMBY COMMUNITY 
GARDENS 10AM GROWFEST
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ 
CORQUI
BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 7PM TIN 
PARLOUR
CLUB LENNOX 7PM PINK 
ZINC
LENNOX HOTEL 
9PM CHILDREN OF BOB
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 
6PM BEN WHITING, LEVEL 
ONE 6PM MELBOURNE 
INTERNATIONAL COMEDY 
ROADSHOW
UKI HALL 7PM UKI MOON 
THEATRE – SUMMER OF 
HAROLD
THE CITADEL, 
MURWILLUMBAH, 
4PM POETRY OUT LOUD 
SUPER SLAM WITH SARAH 
TEMPORAL
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6PM MR TROY
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
5PM ROO MACKERRAS
TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
THE SHOWROOM 8PM THE 
KILLER QUEEN EXPERIENCE

SUNDAY 12
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, MAJESTIC KNIGHTS
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
4.30PM LIVIN’ IN THE 70S
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4PM PAUL 
A GEORGE
MARVELL HALL,, BYRON 
BAY, 1.30PM MULTIKULCHA 
FESTIVAL FEAT. NATTY 
DOLAIASI, GREG SHEEHAN, 
POLY VARGHESE, RODNEY 
WRIGHT, BATALA, KAI-FI, 
BOLLYWOOD SISTERS, 
ALOHA HULA AND GABRIEL 
OTU
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM OOZ + DJS
THREE BLUE DUCKS, 
EWINGSDALE, 
12.30PM UPBEAT
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 3.30PM DJ 
ABEL TORO

SHARA MUSIC TEMPLE, 
OCEAN SHORES, 5PM SHELLY 
BROWN AND PAM FREEMAN
TINTENBAR HALL 
3.30PM GREG SHEEHAN + 
NATTY DOLIAISI
LENNOX HOTEL 1PM INO PIO
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 
9.30AM GUY KACHEL, 
2.30PM BALLINA BLUES 
CLUB WITH HARRY NICHOLS 
BLUES BAND
WHARF BAR, BALLINA, 
3PM ANIMAL VENTURA, 
3PM POLY & CO
SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA, 
3PM SHAWS BAY SUNDAY 
SESSIONS FT RAGGA JUMP
CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 4PM JB’S BLUES 
BREAKERS
ELTHAM HOTEL 2.30PM AZO 
BELL & THE NEIGHBOURS
TWO MATES BREWING, 
LISMORE, 3PM JULIAN JAMES 
DUO
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 
4PM M.E. BAIRD
THE CHANNON TAVERN 
2PM ZAC CRACKALAKA
CHINDERAH TAVERN 1PM JON 
J BRADLEY

MONDAY 13
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM MARK USHER

TUESDAY 14
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, OLE FALCOR
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM KARUAH
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
7PM MARSHALL OKELL

WEDNESDAY 15
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, JON J BRADELY
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM ALEX BOWEN
BANGALOW BOWLO 
7.30PM BANGALOW 
BRACKETS OPEN MIC
THE CITADEL, 
MURWILLUMBAH, 
5.30PM AMATEUR 
CLASSICAL MUSIC EVE

TRILOGY: NEW WAVE 
More than a decade has passed since the original Trilogy (2007), 

a classic surf film directed by one-time Suffolk Park resident and 

legendary surf filmmaker Taylor Steele was released. Since then, 

surfing has transitioned from a countercultural pastime to a 

mainstream sport. Trilogy: New Wave examines this evolution with 

a new lens, offering an unexpected perspective of surfing’s present.

Trilogy: New Wave stars Griffin Colapinto, Ethan Ewing and Seth 
Moniz on a dream quest across the globe for pristine waves in 

Indonesia, Peru, South Africa and Tahiti. As the pressures of head-

to-head competition for a championship crown weigh heavy, 

the three put fierce rivalries aside and discover how the power of 

friendship can unlock even greater success in and out of the water.

Taylor Steele also worked as an executive producer on the new 

Trilogy overseeing its aesthetic and flow.

The film’s stars are three of surfing’s top performers on the current 

World Surf League Tour. Colapinto, from Southern California, is 

presently ranked number one on the World Championship Tour 

(WTC) with Australia’s Ewing number four. Ewing won the Rip Curl 

Pro Bells Beach 2023, following in the footsteps of his mum Helen, 

who rang the bell in 1983, finishing last season in second spot on 

the WCT. Both Ewing and Colapinto have secured spots to compete 

for their country at the 2024 Olympic Summer Games.

Director of Trilogy: New Wave, Andrew Mackenzie, says Trilogy: 
New Wave is really a coming-of-age story. ‘We see the guys mature 

into the top surf talent in the world. Their genuine friendship helps 

to unlock success, but don’t be fooled, there’s also a real rivalry 

between the three.’

‘As they say “iron sharpens iron”, and you see the guys push each 

other to new heights with each surfing longer, and progressing 

more quickly than they would alone.’

Mackenzie and Aether Films positioned up to six cameras with a 

wide variety of angles on a single scene including an FPV racing 

drone angle that is new to surfing. This allowed Mackenzie to 

take more chances, cut some camera angles closer and create a 

completely fresh take on how the world sees surfing.

Trilogy: New Wave has its Byron premiere at Byron Theatre on 

Saturday, May 18 at 6.30pm. Seats are limited, and every show 

in Australia has sold out so make sure you book ahead to ensure 

your spot!

For tickets and more info, visit: byroncentre.com.au/theatre-
events/trilogy-new-wave.

It’s free to list your gigs in the gig guide.
gigs@echo.net.au w: echo.net.au/gig-guide.
DEADLINE 5PM ON FRIDAYS

It’s free
gigs@e
DEADLI
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Reach an engaged and affluent audience! 

Research shows that advertising is more 

effective placed within news content.

Contact us today for great advertising options in The Echo newspaper, monthly 

Echo Property Magazine and website.

adcopy@echo.net.au   •   02 6684 1777   •   www.echo.net.au

Are you selling?
Have your property seen in Echo Property Magazine, 

The Echo newspaper and online!

UNBEATABLE ADVERTISING 
PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE 

NOW!

24,500 weekly Echo newspapers and 24,700 monthly 

glossy Echo Property Magazines are distributed 

directly to homes and businesses across the Northern 

Rivers. Plus we have over 125,000 weekly readers 

online at www.echo.net.au.
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AUCTION 1ST OF JUNE, 10AM ONLINE AND ONSITE

BRODY ALECKSON
0428 661 402

EMMA WATERHOUSE
0481 986 365

111 OCEAN DRIVE
Elegant Coastal  Grandeur:  A Premier Luxury Residence

THIS PROPERTY PRESENTS A RARE
OPPORTUNITY TO OWN A SIGNIFICANT
PIECE OF EVANS HEAD’S LUXURY REAL
ESTATE MARKET.

With its thoughtful design, high-end
amenities, and unbeatable location,
this home is a true jewel on the
Northern NSW coast. Interested buyers
are encouraged to act swiftly to secure
their own piece of paradise. For a
private viewing and to explore this
magnificent home further, please reach
out to Brody or Emma today. Experience
first-hand the unparalleled lifestyle that
awaits at this luxury coastal haven. The
open home will be for pre-registered
viewers only, please call us today to
register.

North facing with breathtaking dual
views of the Evans River and Pacific
Ocean.
Two grand staircases with
extravagant chandeliers adding to
the home's elegance.
Luxurious heated tile flooring and
towel rails in the kitchen and
upstairs bathrooms.
Sandstone and marble detailing
with gold accents throughout for a
timeless look.
Tinted windows complimented by
electric curtains throughout for
additional privacy.

Two hot water systems and dual
ducted air conditioning units zoned
separately.
Comprehensive security camera
system accessible from your phone.
Enter via an electric security gate
with an intercom system throughout
the home.
A large basement with unique
amenities such as a fish filleting
station
Large solar array with dual inverters
and 32 panels.

KEY FEATURES INCLUDE 4 Bed   |   4 Bath  |  4 Car
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www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

240 THE MANSE ROAD, MYOCUM Tranquil Elevated Estate 
in Byron Hinterland

PRICE  |  $2.3M - $2.5M

OPEN  |  Sat 11th May 10 - 10:30am

• Set in the rolling hills of the hinterland, surrounded by
landscaped lawns including a 700 year old Teak Tree

• Large, bright open plan kitchen / family room /

• Large undercover deck overlooking the pristine pool
and panoramic views

• Separate yoga / work from home studio space

4.6ACRES

3 31 4

Tara Torkkola 
0423 519 698

Sally Green  
0488 030 116

30 KENNEDYS LANE, EWINGSDALE Private Estate with Dual 
Occupancy & Hinterland Views

PRICE  |  Contact Agent

OPEN  |  Thurs 9th May 2 - 2:30pm 

• Northerly aspect with views to Mt Chincogan and
Mt Warning 

•
• Approved, self-contained secondary dwelling
• Town water connection with additional water license

Denzil Lloyd  
0481 864 049

Maggie Kelly 
0416 013 788

6 23 3

2.03HA

13 CAVVANBAH LANE, BYRON BAY Luxury Living 
Walk to Belongil Beach & Town

PRICE  |  Contact Agent

OPEN  |  Thurs 9th May 12 - 12:30pm

•
providing versatility for your needs

•

• Large entertaining deck, BBQ area and pool

• Footsteps to Belongil Beach and walking distance to
the heart of Byron

Su Reynolds 
0428 888 660

Anna Gilham 
0402 128 355

443M2

4 32 2

69 TOOHEYS MILL ROAD, NASHUA Spacious Home with Pool, 
Spring Fed Dam and Acreage
in Nashua

PRICE  |  $1.75M - $1.8M

OPEN  |  Sat 11th May 9:30 - 10am

•
throughout 

• Spacious bedrooms, the main includes a large
walk-in robe 

• Covered patio, pool, tropical gardens and 
spring-fed-dam 

• 10 minutes drive to Bangalow village

3.6HA

3 11 4

Paul Banister  
0438 856 552
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ljhooker.com.au

Property
Management

02 6685 0177
rentals@ljhbrunswickheads.com

Save yourself thousands, 
call the expert property management team.

Investment Management Team
LJ Hooker Brunswick Heads

NP CONVEYANCING
PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE

NPC

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE?
We are here to help

PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS 
IN BYRON BAY NOW

NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE 
IN POTTSVILLE                  Lic No 06000098

Our services are:

• Conveyancing NSW and 

QLD – competitive fixed 

prices!  • Complex Property 

Matters  • Sale & Purchase 

of Business  • Retirement 

Village Contracts  

• Leasing  • Options

P: 02 6687 0548   |   F: 02 6678 0352   |   Suite 2/5 Lismore Rd, Bangalow NSW 2479

hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au   |   www.bangalowconveyancing.com.au

Buying & Developing 
Property?

caconstructionmanagement.com.au

Craig Adams 
Project Manager / Director

0411 575 991
craig@cacm.net.au

CONVEYANCING

Property Business Directory

Open For Inspection

www.echo.net.au/ofi

First National Byron Bay

• 584 The Pocket Road, The Pocket. Wed 12–12.30pm

• 8 Pecan Court, Suffolk Park. Thurs 10–10.30am

• 160 Reardons Lane, Swan Bay. Thurs 11–11.30am

• 2B/107 Paterson Street, Byron Bay. Thurs 12–12.30pm

• 13 Cavvanbah Lane, Byron Bay. Thurs 12–12.30pm

• 30 Kennedys Lane, Ewingsdale. Thurs 2–2.30pm

• 1 Settlement Road, Main Arm. Fri 10–10.30am

• 41 Prince Street, Mullumbimby. Fri 11–11.30am

• 12/18 Mahogany Drive, Byron Bay. Fri 12–12.30pm

• 11 Dalmacia Drive, Wollongbar. Sat 9–9.30am

• 24 New City Road, Mullumbimby. Sat 9.30–10am

• 69 Tooheys Mill Road, Nashua. Sat 9.30–10am

• 1 Settlement Road, Main Arm. Sat 10–10.30am

• 240 The Manse Road, Myocum. Sat 10–10.30am

• 44 Argyle Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 10.30–11am

• 59 Taylors Road, Eureka. Sat 10.30–11am

• 12/10 Balemo Drive, Ocean Shores. Sat 11–11.30am

• 419 Left Bank Road, Mullumbimby Creek. Sat 11–11.30am

• 41 Prince Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 11–11.45am

• 27 Keats Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 25 Caniaba Crescent, Suffolk Park. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 47 Teak Circuit, Suffolk Park. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 58 Butler Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 1/122 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 3 Sunrise Crescent, Lennox Head. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 13 Coral Court, Byron Bay. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 4 Azolla Place, Suffolk Park. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 3/7 Keats Street, Byron Bay. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 45 Corkwood Crescent, Suffolk Park. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 371 Whian Whian Road, Whian Whian. Sat 1–1.30pm

• 146 Alcorn Street, Suffolk Park. Sat 1.30–2pm

• 50 Rocky Creek Dam Road, Dunoon. Sat 2–2.30pm

• 1/49 Belongil Crescent, Byron Bay. Sat 2.30–3pm

• 22 Karalauren Court, Lennox Head. Sat 2.30–3pm

North Coast Lifestyle Properties Brunswick

• 20 Robin Street, South Golden Beach. Saturday 11–11.30am

• 284 The Pocket Road, The Pocket. Saturday 12–12.30pm

Harcourts Northern 

• 2 Barnwall Street, Cumbalum. Sat 9–9.30am

• 6 Ecology Avenue, Cumbalum. Sat 9.45–10.15am

• 15 Plumeria Court, Goonellabah. Sat 10–10.30am

• 4/84-86 Mellis Circuit, Alstonville. Sat 10–10.30am

• 65 Lindsay Avenue, Cumbalum. Sat 10.45–11.15am

• 337 Hermans Lane, Pimlico. Sat 11.15–11.45am

• 19 Hickey Street, Ballina. Sat 11.45am–12.15pm

• 26 Bridge Drive, Wardell. Sat 12.15–12.45pm

Mana Re

• 5 Kiah Close, Ocean Shores. Wed 12–12.30pm 

• 17 Yengarie Way, Ocean Shores. Wed 12–12.30pm

• 48 Orana Road, Ocean Shores. Wed 1–1.30pm

• 9 Green Frog Lane, Bangalow. Sat 9–9.30am

• 5 Kiah Close, Ocean Shores. Sat 9–9.30am

• 119 Commercial Road, Murwillumbah. Sat 9.30–10am

• 2/1 Durroon Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am

• 48 Orana Road, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am

• 16 Eloura Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 11–11.30am

• 4 Brunswick Street, New Brighton. Sat 11–11.30am

• 162 Nolans Road, Stokers Siding. Sat 11–11.30am

• 17 Yengarie Way, Ocean Shores. Sat 12.30–1pm 

• 7 Gloria Street, South Golden Beach. Sat 1.30–2pm

• 9 Gloria Street, South Golden Beach. Sat 2.30–3pm

McGrath Byron Bay

• 69 Brushbox Drive, Mullumbimby Creek. Sat 10–10.30am

• 79 Robinsons Road, Wilsons Creek. Sat 11–11.45am

• 62 Possum Creek Road, Bangalow. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 3 Raftons Road, Bangalow. Sat 12.30–1pm

North Coast Lifestyle Properties Brunswick

• 20 Robin Street, South Golden Beach. Saturday 11–11.30am

• 284 The Pocket Road, The Pocket. Saturday 12–12.30pm

Real Estate of Distinction

• 81 Harwood Road, Burringbar. Sat 9–9.30pm

• 35-37 Edwards Lane, Kynnumboon. Sat 10.30–11am

• House 1 No. 1 Canowindra, South Golden Beach. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 6153 Tweed Valley Way, Burringbar. Sat 2–2.30pm

Ray White Byron Bay

• 1/33 Shelley Drive, Byron Bay. Wed 2–2.30pm

• 20/11 Constellation Close, Byron Bay. Thurs 2–2.30pm

• 20 Ribbonwood Place, Suffolk Park. Sat 11–11.30am

• 4 Old Byron Bay Road, Newrybar Sat. 11–11.30am

• 11 Greenview Place, Skennars Head. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 75 Prince Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 23 & 23A Parrot Tree Place, Bangalow. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 20/11 Constellation Close, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 109-111 Broken Head Road, Suffolk Park. Sat 1–1.30pm

• 898 Main Arm Road, Mullumbimby. Sat 1–1.30pm

• 346 Coorabell Road, Coorabell. Sat 2–2.30pm

• 1/33 Shelley Drive, Byron Bay. Sat 2–2.30pm

• 11 Riverside Crescent, Brunswick Heads. Sat 2.30–3pm

Ray White Rural Bangalow

• 677 Cowlong Road, Eltham. Wed 2–2.30pm

• 677 Cowlong Road, Eltham. Sat 10–10.30am

Ruth Russell Realty

• 41 Prince Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 11–11.45am

Scott Harvey Real Estate

• 5 Majors Lane, Fernleigh. Sat 10–10.30am

Tim Miller Real Estate

• 25 Smith Street, Clunes. Sat 9.30–10am

• 4 Coachwood Court, Federal. Sat 10.45–11.15am

• 20 Byron Creek Road, Coopers Shoot. Sat 12–12.30pm

New Listings

North Coast Lifestyle Properties Mullumbimby

• 3 Rosewood Court, Mullumbimby. $1,100,000

• 1239 Main Arm Road, Main Arm. $1,265,000

North Coast Lifestyle Properties Brunswick

• 503 The Pocket Road, The Pocket. $1,850,000
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Powerful, Driven and Successful
Amanda Hasson 

0406 776 483
Rez Tal 

0405 350 682
Jiah Blair 

0401 374 665

byronproperty.com.au
info@ byronproperty.com.au

PREMIUM SALES RESULTS IN A CHANGING MARKET

BRYCE & RACHEL CAMERON - 0412 057 672

12 years local Real Estate experience

Highly competitive fees & introductory offers

Friendly & Approachable agents you can trust

Premium results & peace of mind

Effective, modern technology  

Alyce Field & Kasey Williams
Ph: 04

E: admin@byronpropertyhub.com.au
Property Management & Sales

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au

millerrealestate.com.au
@timmiller_realestate

AGENTS

Professional and results driven with 
extensive knowledge. Servicing the 
Byron Shire and beyond.

Call Paul for an appointment today.

PAUL PRIOR
SALES

0418 324 297
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

SHARON McINNES
SALES

0408 659 649
sharon@byronbayfn.com

VICKI  COOPER

VICKI COOPER
0418 231 955
vickicooper@atrealty.com
www.vickicooper.com

.au

“Personal, Caring, Responsive”

“Vicki has been a phenomenal Real Estate agent. She 

is reliable, fast, affective and efficient. She replies’s to

text and emails promptly, and is supportive and caring. 

I would highly recommend Vicki for her services. She

is very easy to work with and it feels like we’ve known

each other for years! She is kind, supportive and wise

with her extensive experience.”

0412 833 280

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

Finance Broker

Acceptance Finance Pty Ltd ABN 62 953 405 689 Australian Credit Licence Number 391715
Credit Representative Number 395628

Home Loans
Investment Loans
First Home Buyers
Car Loans

Debt Consolidation
SMSF Lending
Commercial Loans
Development Funding

FINANCE

Property Business Directory North Coast news online

TARA TORKKOLA
SALES

0423 519 698
tara@byronbayfn.com

@taratorkkolafirstnational

@taratorkkola_realestate

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

PROPERTY STYLING

cactushillproject.com.au 
home@cactushillproject.com.au

PROPERTY STAGING
styling for sale

call us for a free quote on 
0432 574 321

PROPERTY STYLING

cactushillproject.com.au 
home@cactushillproject.com.au

PROPERTY STAGING
styling for sale

call us for a free quote on 
0432 574 321
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Service Directory North Coast news online

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE
DEADLINE: For additions and changes to the Service Directory is 12pm Friday.

LINE ADS: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid.

For line Service Directory ads email classifieds@echo.net.au.

DISPLAY ADS: $70 per week for colour display ad. Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid. 

Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high. New display ads will be placed at end of section.

For display Service Directory ads email adcopy@echo.net.au.

The Echo Service Directory is online – www.echo.net.au/service-directory

ACCOUNTS & BOOKINGS: 6684 1777

INDEX 
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Blinds, Awnings, Curtains, Shutters .32

Bricklaying....................................32

Building Trades .............................32

Carpentry & Joinery ......................32
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Cleaning .......................................32

Computer Services ........................33

Concreting & Paving......................33

Decks, Patios & Extensions.............33

Design & Drafting..........................33 

Driveway Maintenance..................33

Earthmoving & Excavation.............33

Electricians ...................................33

Fencing.........................................33

Floor Sanding & Polishing..............33

Furniture Maker ............................33

Garden & Property Maintenance....33

Gas Fitters & Suppliers...................34

Guttering......................................34

Handypersons ...............................34

Health ..........................................34

Hire ..............................................34

Landscape Supplies.......................34

Landscaping .................................34

Locksmith .....................................34

Painting........................................34

Pest Control ..................................34

Photography.................................34

Physiotherapy...............................34

Picture Framing ............................34

Plastering .....................................34

Plumbers ......................................34

Pool Services.................................34

Religious Services .........................34

Removalists ..................................34

Roofing.........................................35

Rubbish Removal ..........................35

Self Storage ..................................35

Septic Systems ..............................35 

Smart Farming..............................35

Solar Installation ..........................35

Television Services ........................35

Tiling ............................................35

Transport ......................................35

Tree Services .................................35

Truck Hire & Haulage.....................35

Upholstery....................................35

Valuers .........................................35

Veterinary Surgeons......................35

Water Filters .................................35

Welding........................................35

Window Cleaning and Repairs .......35

Window Tinting ............................35

ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS 

Byron Bookkeeping
BAS - Payroll - Reports - AR/AP

Trust Accounts - Setup & Training

0415 639 548
ACUPUNCTURE 

ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis.............................................0490 022183

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

AU 37088 Lic 246545C

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
1st Year Apprentice &

A Fully Qualified Service Technician
T: 6680 9394 E: artisan@artisanair.com.au

Mullumbimby 
Refrigeration & 
Airconditioning 
Services

– Sales – Installation – Repairs 
– All Commercial Refrigeration 
– Residential & Commercial

Airconditioning 
– Coolroom Design & Construction 
– Freezer Rooms

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby  
Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492 6684 2783

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 23 yrs exp. Lic. 178464C AU30147 ............................0422 291433

ARCHITECTS
OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au.............................................. 66855001

AUTOMOTIVE

6684 5296

CASH PAID FOR
UNWANTED CARS

Free metal drop off
Locally owned 6684aally owownedd

$50–$1500

CAR BODY REMOVAL
ABSOLUTELY FREE

BODY REMOVAL
CASH ON THE SPOT GUARANTEE
$50 - $1000
WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES & VANS
PHONE 0466 113 333 24/7
EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au

BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION

6668800 888662
FREEE MEASUREE QUOTEE 

     
    

  

CURTAINS 

SUNSCREENS 

AWNINGS  
ROLL BLINDS 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

LOCAL    

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

B L I N D S    S H U T T E R S    A W N I N G S    C U R T A I N S

BRICKLAYING

WALLFIX
REMEDIAL

• 20 years’ experience in lintel replacement
• Crack stitching installation • Repointing
• Retaining walls and all damaged brickwork
Call: 0403 141 760 • Email: wallfixremedial@gmail.com

www.wallfixremedial.com.au
Servicing the Northern Rivers

Lic no. 292267C Master Builder No. 3029326

BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors. Lic 291958C. Phone Mark ........................................0409 444268 

BUILDING TRADES
• DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable 

market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

Structural – Landscaping
Fencing – Composite Decking
Hardwood – Pine – Hardware

B&B Timbers
66867911

110 Teven Road, Ballina
New logo - Same quality & service

sales@bbtimbers.com.au            www.bbtimbers.com.au

www.stoneysbuildingcreations.com

Licensed builder, 
specialising in 
Bathroom renovations.Quality workmanship, and reliable and personalised service.0417 654 888

Lic: 317362C

Extensions · Renovations 
New homes · Small jobs
Call Michael on 0402 181 789

PRIME LIVING HOMES

LIC 37236

0488 950 638
NSW Lic. 83568c
Qld BSA 1238105

• Floor installations 
• Door & Window 

installations
• Decks & Pergolas 
• Alterationsmatt.rowan.wardle@gmail.com

FULLY INSURED

ALL CARPENTRY WORK
MATT
The Chippy

BUILDER – JOHN McGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C.............0415 793242

HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C...............................................0432 565060

FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C ......................... 66808162 

JOHN MONTGOMERY Building Lic 12223C. Scaffolding HRW990123.............. 0414 332505 JOHN 

BUILDER Extensions, reno, new homes, insurance, landscaping, all jobs Lic 19953Q ...0403 458177

CARPENTER / JOINER 30 years experience. Prompt efficient service. Other licence trades available.

 Lic 43794C. 24/7 Emergency call-out available inc 4x4WD access.................................0423 500693

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
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CHIMNEY SWEEPS

BLACKS chimney sweeping & repairs AHHA member, insured. 3rd generation......................... 66771905

CLEANING

Services List

(Low Pressure Softwashing)

Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings,

Solar panels, Retaining walls

Driveways, Paths, Pavers, 

Fences, Decks, Patios, 

Pool areas.

Locally owned and Operated

Residential and Commercial

No job too big or small

Obligation free quote

Fully insured

0426 119 550      info@nraquapressurecleaning.com.au      ABN: 47576013867

AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING

Byron Bay 5 Stars
CLEANING SERVICE

CLEANS: Holiday, Residential, Bond, Commercial, Spring.

Phone Mick 0409 009 024
Email: mickbhl@gmail.com

PROFESSIONAL LOCAL CLEANER exc references, good rates. Shire wide. Ph Krissy ....0410 860330
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COMPUTER SERVICES

One-on-one, patient, experienced 

Phone or email: 0420 235 624 
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

FLASH COMPUTERS Mac & PC. Affordable & helpful. 77 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby.02 66844124

CONCRETING & PAVING

SALISBURY 
CONCRETING  

Li
c.

13
67

17
c

Over 30 yrs’ local experience.
All forms of concreting. 
Residential • Civil • Industrial 

DARYL 0418 234 302

Lic No. 337066C

ALL AROUND 

CONCRETING
Free 

Quotes
Call
Daniel 0424 876 155

Tipper Truck with Driver Hire

SHAKA CONCRETING Licensed and insured Lic 391742C. .............................................0402 728207

DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS

DECKS
FREE QUOTES

Call Mark 0498 115 182

Li
c 

N
o 

14
23

83
C

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY DECK RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

easily sand over nail/screw heads!

THE DECK DOCTOR Sanding & refinishing, cable balustrading. Free quotes. Richard ...0407 821690

BYRON & BEYOND PATIOS Builder of patios roofs, opening roofs, carports & decks ...02 66802393

DESIGN & DRAFTING

DAVID ROBINSON DESIGN DRAFTING All Council & construction requirements ......0419 880048

BYRON ENERGY EFFICIENT DESIGN & DRAFTING www.beedad.com.au ...............0423 531448

FENG SHUI DESIGN CONSULTANT Lizzie Bodenham livingbalancedesigns.com.au.......0431 678608

MARK OAKLEY DESIGN & DRAFTING www.modesign.au...........................................0422 666464

DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

East Coast Asphalt
ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT 

& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859
SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF 

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

TINY EARTHWOR
Philip Toovey 

0409 799 909
various implements available for limited access projects

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS
• DRAINAGE DESIGN • DRIVEWAYS • PADS • WATERWAYS

• ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344 939      www.360earth.com.au

 1.7 Tonne Excavator

 Fully Insured 

 Rockbreaker

 300mm and 450mm Auger

 3M Tipper Truck

 No job too small

Lic 378040C

Phone James  0429 888 683

Civil earthworks & Concrete,
Pool excavation, Site cuts,
Rural block clearing, 

P: 0411 948 281

Mini Excavations
Driveway Prep

Retaining Walls
Slab Prep

Call Rhys 0412 106 278 | avidexcavations.com

NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr. 0402 716857

EXCAVATOR & TIPPER HIRE Concreting & landscaping................................................0484 861966

ELECTRICIANS

0439 624 945  AH 02 6680 4173
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

ALL JOBS: SMALL 
OR LARGE

Lic: 154293c

LEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIANLEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIAN
DOMESTIC •• COMMERCIAL •• INDUSTRIAL

SERVICING: •• Tweed •• Byron •• Lismore •• Kyogle

•• Mains installs / alterations •• Switchboard upgrades

•• Meter queries •• Tree maintenance near services

Matthew Rutland  matt.positivelectrical@gmail.com

0439 733 703
NSW Lic# 312117  ASP Lic# 5547 AUTHORISATION# 503808

0458 267 777

Lic. 211410C

matthesparky.com.au

Domestic   Commercial   Industrial   Solar

JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data + TV. Lic 133082C.......................0432 289705

BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small...0422 136408

VALLEY WAY ELECTRICAL, 15 yrs exp. Domestic, commercial, new builds. Lic 253977c 0475 910622

JUZ MEEHAN Lic288619C. Domestic & industrial, solar, pumping, underground............0492 936779

JIM LABELLE ELECTRICAL O.Shores, Mullum, Byron, Bruns. Lic 176417C.......................0415 126028

FENCING

BYRON & BEYOND FENCING Any fence, any time, prompt quotes....... 66804766 or 0439 078549

EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. ..................................................0432 107262

FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable.......0416 424256

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING

THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

BYRON BAY FLOOR SANDING New and old floors. Non toxic.....................................0408 536565

FURNITURE MAKER

custom furniture and joinery

@ianmontywooddesign         0414 636 736

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

0430 297 101
livingearthgardens.com.au

Est. 2010

All aspects gardening & mowing
Enhancive garden makeovers

• Lawn and Garden Maintenance • Paddock Slashing 
• Slope Mowing • Tree Pruning • Vegetation Control 

• Hedge Reductions • 1–4 Worker Garden Blitzes
Call Paul  0403 316 711   gracewoodlandscapes.com.au

Servicing the Northern Rivers
• Driveway & Land Excavations
• Fire Hazard Reduction
• Pothole Repair
• Slashing & Brush Cutting
• Acreage Mowing

0448 749 464 | valiantpropertymaintenance.au

MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter................0423 756394

GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured .66841778 or 0405 922839

A-Z gardening & maintenance, lawns, acreage, hedges, gutters, rubbish removal, tip runs 0405 625697

LEAF IT TO US Specialists in tree services and acreage mowing ....................................0402 487213

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m3 trailer..............................................................0408 210772

RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging.........0424 805660

GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael .........................0497 842442

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, Rural & residential, earthworks, lawn & pool care, tip runs.0449 220357

GW MAINTENANCE Ride-on mowing, acreage and large lawns. Ph George..................0408 244820
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GAS FITTERS & SUPPLIERS

Free Delivery
No Rental
Reliable

Locally Owned 
Est 1996

www.brunswickvalleygas.com  •  0408 760 609

GUTTERING

Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.

www.spotlessgutters.com.au
0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 180 623 364 42

 Gutter guard
 Gutter cleaning
 Locally owned
 Fully insured
 Free quotes

HANDYPERSONS

HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, welding ......................................... 66884324 or 0476 600956

AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne...............................0423 218417

ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN. Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark ........0402 281638

HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling. Michael ........0421 896796

LOCAL, HONEST, RELIABLE, high quality work. Home maintenance, odd jobs. Ray..0407 802281

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, fit-out. Reliable. Lic 192987C .....................................0437 202050

TILER AND HANDYMAN 40 years experience. Solid worker........................... Call Paul 0422 017072 

A HANDY GUY Small jobs. All trades. Bruns, Ocean, SGB & Mullum............................0413 721410

B2B PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Carpentry, roofs, plumbing. Ballina area. ....... 0402 779747 REEL 

HANDYMAN Roofing, carpentry, repairs, all small jobs considered. Cain ......................0491 278483

HEALTH

• OTHER HEALTH RELATED SECTIONS IN THIS SERVICE DIRECTORY: Acupuncture, Chiropractic, 

Counselling, Dentists, Osteopathy, Physiotherapy

ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne ........................................... 66857366

MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations.............. 66843002

MOVE TO NURTURE PILATES STUDIO & mat classes. Lennox Head ............................0404 459605

AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen – Om Healing..............................0422 387370

HIRE

MULLUM HIRE Marquees & all event equipment. Tools & machinery. Pool supplies & service 66843003

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES 

Sand | Soils | Gravels | Pots & statues | Lots, lots more
1176 Myocum Rd, Mullumbimby (just past golf course)

6684 2323

LANDSCAPING 

Text or Ph: 0448 401 638

LANDSCAPING & EARTHWORKS

goldleaflandscaping

20 years local experience       

8

KSKSKSK

   

www.goldleaflandscaping.com.au4 ton Kobelco 10 ton Kobelco

LALA

• General Landscape Creation
• Rural Lifestyle Landscaping
     Specialists
• Outdoor Carpentry (decks/ out
     buildings/ fencing/ garden walls etc)

• Garden overhauls
• Camphor/
     Macadamia Conversions
• Mass Plantings and
     Rainforest Creation

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic 277154C ..............................................0423 700853

LOCKSMITH

| EMERGENCY SERVICE | LOCKS & HARDWARE 
| CCTV SYSTEMS | SAFES | ACCESS CONTROL 
| INTERCOMS

M/L: 000100018

 0422 185 466

Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair .......0412 764148

PAINTING

• DEPARTMENT OF FAIR TRADING INFO: When dealing with home owners, painters are required 

to quote a licence number only for external work valued over $5000.

Professional Painter/Decorator
•30+ Years Experience •Interior & Exterior 

•Reasonable Prices

0451 298 363        splosh painting/decorating  

Call now for a free quote 0466 969 067 www.allanspainting.com.au

Allan’s Painting & Decorating Service
Family business for 40 years
Interior & Exterior
Special Finishes & Wallpaper
Also available Roof Restoration

All work guaranteed Licences: NSW (R53344) & QLD (15091890)

KUT & ROLL PAINTING Local, honest, quality workmanship. Free quotes. ..................0410 707156

PEST CONTROL

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL................................................................................ 66842018 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Tree Faerie Fotos
Professional • Commercial • Personal

www.treefaeriefotos.com • 0417 427 518

30+ years experience in commercial 
photography and photojournalism

PHYSIOTHERAPY

NICK EDMOND Physiotherapy & Acupuncture. Open Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday

466 Main Arm Road, Mullumbimby..................................................................................... 66845288

ANTHONY D’ORSOGNA Physiotherapy, acupuncture, hydrotherapy Suffolk Park 1 Bryce St... 66853511

OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics, 

shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman ..................................................... 66803499

PELVIC FLOOR PHYSIOTHERAPY 88 Byron St Bangalow with Lisa Fitzpatrick.............0422 993141

EWINGSDALE PHYSIO Matrix Therapy, all ages, massage. Renata ...............................0437 647137

PICTURE FRAMING

MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in Ocean Shores ..................................0403 734791

PLASTERING

PLASTERER, TRADE QUALIFIED repairs, renovations, cornices, quality assured. Kurt .0431 015414

CAPE BYRON PLASTERING - Gyprock/Microcement Lic#122248C ..............................0402 538155

PLUMBERS

NEED A PLUMBER? 
DRAINER? GASFITTER?
Chay 0429 805 081
25 YEARS LOCAL SERVICE

Licence No. 207479C

Taking on work NOW!
0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com

Ben The Plumber
    Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores,

  Brunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds
30 years’ experience  Lic: 321191C

0421 466 921

From leaky taps
to construction
Jetter & Camera
for all blockages

Two generations of local plumbing

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t and 3m tipper truck

 Blocked drain specialist

12 month guarantee 
on most jobs

Fully insured

Drain clearing, inspections and repairs.
Reliable family owned and operated 

local business with 30 years plumbing 
experience and the latest technology. 

Phone James  0429 888 683 Lic 378040C

BILL CONNORS All plumbing/draining. Lic #1051 .................................. 66801403 or 0414 801403

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C ....0419 019035

POOL SERVICES

BLUE EDGE POOL SERVICES Cleaning, maintenance, etc. 20 years experience. Joe..........0405 411466

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

MULLUMBIMBY UNITING CHURCH (9am Sunday service. 132 Dalley St)........................0457 286716

REMOVALISTS

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO
From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth

Just give us a ring
• Freight services to Brisbane weekly

• Carriers of fine art • Furniture removal
• E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646
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02 6684 2198  queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au

SERVICING THE NORTHERN RIVERS
AND BEYOND

Byron Coast Removals

Competitive rates and packing supplies available
0432 552 067 | 6684 5481 | byroncoastremovals@gmail.com

MAN WITH A VAN/TRUCK Reasonable rates. Phone Don ............................................0414 282813

BENNY CAN MOVE IT! .................................................................................................0402 199999

ANDY’S MOVE & MORE Artworks, pianos, small moves, tip runs................................0429 149533

ROOFING

MONTYS METAL
ROOFING

Licence NSW: 30715C
Licence QLD: 1227049 

DOMESTIC • INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL

Metal Roofing Installations
Guttering  •  Downpipes  •  Fascia

Skylights  •  Whirlybird Patios
Repairs  •  Leaf Guard

Craig Montgomery – 0418 870 362
Email: montysmetalroofing@gmail.com

www.montysmetalroofing.com.au

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY roof RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

‘Local team 10 years in business’

RUBBISH REMOVAL

OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip specialists ......................................... 0412 161564 or 66841232

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m3 trailer................................................................0408 210772

SELF STORAGE

BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE............................................................................................... 66858349 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C. 0407 439805

SMART FARMING

BYRONSENSORTECH.com.au Wireless, security, water leak, temp sensors .....................0459 422387 

SOLAR INSTALLATION

Your local, qualified team. 
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs. 

Your local, qualified team. 
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs...... 

m 0428 320 262
e sunbeamsolar@bigpond.com
w sunbeamsolar.com.au

Call us on
6679 7228

Pioneers of the solar industry Serving Northern
NSW since 1998

Electric Lic 124600c

TELEVISION SERVICES

DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas .......... 66843575 or 0414 922786

INSTALL SERVICE: TV, Wi-Fi, AV, special pensioner/concession rate. Damian ...............0414 741233

TILING

WALL & FLOOR TILER/WATERPROOFER/STONEMASON Lic 24418C. ...........Ph Karl 0439 232434

RYAN DEAGAN Floor & wall tiling and waterproofing. Lic 118380C...............  Ph Ryan 0411 429057

AJ’s TILING all aspects. Bathrooms, kitchens, walls, floors, waterproofing. Lic 239988C.0416 345202

TRANSPORT

Airpor t Transfers |  Tours |  Nights Out |  Coastal Walks
Events |  Par t ies |  Weddings |  Corporate |  Fest ivals

Call 0490 183 424

BYRON
BUS Co

arrive@byronbuscompany.com.au

Get a Quick Quote Now

Door to Door Charter Services
-

TREE SERVICES

CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES
The Fully Insured Professionals

Mark Linder Qualified Arborist
0408 202 184  

choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

•  Stump Grinding  •  Bobcat  •  Cherrypicker  
• Crane Truck  •  18" Chipper

• 20 years local knowledge and experience • Fully insured / free quotes 
• 19 inch chipper • Bobcat • Cherry picker • Crane truck

www.harttreeservices.com.au

0427 347 380

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING
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0435 019 524

Martino
TREE SERVICES
Byron Bay & Beyond

TREE CARE SPECIALISTS

leafi ttous.com.au
kascha@leafi ttous.com.au

Local . Reliable . Insured 

0402 487 213

BYRON TREE SERVICES Qualified, insured. Call Alex ....................................................0402 364852

MARTINO TREE SERVICES ............................................................................. Martino 0435 019524

LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes .......0402 487213

OUT ON A LIMB TREE SERVICES Lucas Holland Qualified arborist. ............................Luc 0402 191316

TRUCK HIRE & HAULAGE

UPHOLSTERY

BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists............................. 66805255

VALUERS

BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers ............ 0431 245460 or 66857010

VETERINARY SURGEONS

MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Willis, Mark Sebastian – After hours avail ... 66843818

NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer................................................. 66840735

WATER FILTERS

for home, commercial 
and rural properties

6680 8200 or 
0418 108 181

The Water Filter Experts

WELDING

WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless ..0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS

CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David.............................................0421 906460

WINDOW TINTING

SUNRISE W. T. 3/19-21 Centennial Cct, Byron. Cars, homes, offices, etc. High quality ..0412 158478

SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price.........................0434 875009

Find
The Echo
Service 
Directory 
online 
anytime at
echo.net.au/
service-directory
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 PUBLIC NOTICES

WOMEN CHESS
players needed. Josie 0401020293

WHERE TO GET THE ECHO 
If you live in Lennox Head or Ballina, 

but outside our current home delivery 
area, you can pick up an Echo from 

many locations, including:
Richies IGA Ballina, Ballina RSL, One 
Stop Shop Ballina, Ballina Golf Club 

East Ballina, Brighton St Takeaway near 
the Shawsy, Seagrass Lennox, 

Lennox pub drive-through, 
Station St Grocer Lennox

AGMs
BANGALOW A&I HALL AGM

12 June 2024, 5pm at A&I Hall, Station 
St, Bangalow. All welcome. 

Enq: 0418781576

PROF. SERVICES

DENTURES
LOOK GOOD
FEEL GOOD

Free consultation. SANDRO 66805002

HEALTH
HAWAIIAN MASSAGE  

Ocean Shores, Michaela, 0416332886

KINESIOLOGY
Clear subconscious sabotages.
Reprogram patterns and beliefs.

Restore vibrancy and 
physical health. De-stress.

0403125506
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

HYPNOSIS & EFT
Simple and effective solutions.

Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma.
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

BEETU FULL BODY MASSAGE
A divine experience. Nurturing & 

healing. 28 yrs experience. 
Lucy 0427917960

TRADE WORK

TREE SERVICES
Leaf it to us 4x4 truck/chipper, crane 
truck, stump grinding. Local, qualified, 
insured, free quotes.  0402487213

FOR SALE

MIELE WASHERS 
Dryers and dishwashers available at 
Bridglands Mullumbimby. 66842511

ARCHIBALD’S CHEAP 
QUARRY PRODUCTS

Road base, gravel, blue metal and metal 
dust. ALL SIZE DELIVERIES. 

Phone 66845517, 0418481617

ITEMS UNDER $100
FREE: OLD WOODEN FENCE PALINGS 
Goonellabah 0407857738

GARAGE SALE

WANTED
CHESS PLAYERS NEEDED AND 

WELCOMED Near Byron Bay. Contact 
Josie 0401020293.

LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop 
crap! Matt 0401955052

TREE FERNS
Any shape, size. Royalties paid. 

Ongoing supply needed. 0414904396

CARAVANS
22 FOOT LONG. Take as is, $700 ono. 
Mullumbimby. Peter 0488297768.

CARAVANS 
We buy, sell & consign. 

All makes & models.
0408 758 688

BUSINESS FOR SALE
4-PERSON MOBILE BUNGEE 

TRAMPOLINE. $22,000. Fully licensed, 
all compliance certificates up to date. 

Many extras; this jumper is as new. 
Excellent cash business for motivated, 

fit person/s. 0421440461.

SHORT TERM ACCCOM.

TO LET
UNFURNISHED SELF-CONTAINED 

GRANNY FLAT, Ocean Shores. Short 
walk to beach. Backs onto golf course. 
No pets. Permanent rental. $300p/w. 

0402766966

LOCAL REMOVAL
& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly, 

with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

BALLINA SELF-STORAGE UNITS
Secure. From $22p/w. Ranging 

from 10–44 m3. Across 3 locations. 
66867011

TO LEASE
OFFICE SPACE / WAREHOUSE 
Billinudgel Industrial Estate. 142sqm 
ground floor. Approx 80sqm mezzanine. 
Reasonable rent. John 0488551190.

LOST & FOUND

LOST: NECKLACE. In Mullum town or 
Mullum Farmers Market. Silver with red 
coral beads. Sentimental value. Reward.
0428965762  Madeleine.

WORK WANTED
CLEANER. CARING & EXPERIENCED
0405799243. Text only.

CHILDMINDING/LIGHT HOUSE DUTIES
Do you need a hand? Let me help you.
I am reliable, experienced, with good refs 
(Burringbar to Mullum areas) $30p/h. 
Looking forward to hearing from you. 
0423010094

HANDYMAN / LABOURING  Byron Shire. 
Insured. 0439735817.

LOCAL HANDYMAN Multi-skilled, builder 
experienced. Excellent references. 
Small jobs OK. 0439184501.

WORDPRESS WEBSITE CREATION
Fair rates info@wordpressit.com.au

DISCLAIMER
Advertisements placed in The Byron 

Shire Echo do not reflect the views or 
opinions of the editorial staff.

The Byron Shire Echo does not 
make any representations as to the 

accuracy or suitability of any content 
or information contained in advertising 
material nor does publication constitute 

in any way an endorsement by The 
Byron Shire Echo of the content or 
representations contained therein.

The Byron Shire Echo does not accept 
any liability for the representations or 
promises made in paid advertisements 

or for any loss or damage arising 
from reliance on such content, 
representations or promises.

COMMUNITY 
HOT BRUNCH

FREE

FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH
• Sausage sizzle • Hot dogs • Sandwiches 

• Coffee & tea • Fruit Salad

EVERYONE WELCOME
Come one come all and join us in a meal or just a chat.

Takeaway most welcome: COVID safe rules apply.

Frozen takeaway meals now available.

10am to 12pm
In the Ballina 
Presbyterian Hall
Corner of Cherry & Crane. Just behind the Presbyterian Church.

ECHO CLASSIFIEDS – 6684 1777
CLASSIFIEDS THAT 
WORK ALL WEEK!

Echo Classies also appear online:
www.echo.net.au/classifi ed-ads

CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS
PHONE ADS
Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777
AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE
Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo offi  ce:

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby
EMAIL ADS
Display (box ads) and line classifi eds, email: 
classifi eds@echo.net.au 
Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to 
Friday, 9am–5pm. Ads can’t be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

DEADLINE TUES 12PM
Publication day is Wednesday, booking deadlines 
are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT
LINE ADS:
$17.00 for the fi rst two lines 
$5.00 for each extra line 
$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

DISPLAY ADS (with a border): $14 
per column centimetre
These prices include GST.
Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.

Call Shahido 6688 2494Call Shahido 6688 2494

Osho Osho
 Meditation Day Meditation Day

11th May11th May
8am Osho Silent Dynamic8am Osho Silent Dynamic

10am Osho Discourse10am Osho Discourse

12noon Osho Dance  12noon Osho Dance 
MeditationMeditation

2pm Osho Humming 2pm Osho Humming 
MeditationMeditation

4pm Osho shaking meditation4pm Osho shaking meditation

6pm Osho Evening Meditation6pm Osho Evening Meditation

Mullumbimby & District
Neighbourhood Centre
Connecting the Byron Shire Community

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED

- Kitchen Hands -
- Retail Assistants -

- Drivers and Co-driver - 
- Community Support 

Assistants -
MDNC is in needs of 

dedicated volunteers to be 
part of a big loving family. 

All skill sets welcome.

Contact Sylvia - 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Mon-Fri

6684 1286

HYPNOSIS 
& NLP

www.wendypurdey.com
33 years experience.

Call Wendy 
0497 090 233

Mindfulness @ Work

Bring greater focus, 
clarity and calm into your 

workplace.

Certified Mindfulness 
Educator Paul Bibby

0401 926 090

Body BasedPsychotherapy
Somatic Practice

Julie Wells
Anne Goslett
 (nee Mannix)

Dip.Som.Psych, Clinical PACFA Reg.
Individual and Couple Therapy

Supervision and Coaching
(02) 6685 5185

9 Fletcher St, Byron Bay

crystalsanddreaming.com.au

KINESIOLOGY 
STUDENT CLINIC 

SESSIONS
Mullumbimby

0413 003 301

Available 
throughout May.

Contact 
Kate Messenger 

to enquire or book. 
Kate@

crystalsanddreaming.
com.au

0427 347 380
Fully insured • Free quotes

20 years local experience
• 19 inch chipper • Stump grinding 

• Cherry picker • Crane truck • Bob Cat 

Byron Bay & Surrounding AreasByron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 31406681 3140
Mobile 0417 698 227Mobile 0417 698 227

• Arborist • 15” Wood • Arborist • 15” Wood 
Chipper • Stump Grinder  Chipper • Stump Grinder 

• Fully Insured• Fully Insured

BYRON BAY 
FIREWOOD
Pick-up / Delivery

Seasoned Firewood
Kindling, bags, trailer, tonnage.

Residential / Commercial / Wholesale
Prompt and reliable service.

0401 739 656
byronbayfirewood.com.au

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE

CALL MARK
0427 490 038

Could poetry ever be a 
matter for calculation?
Could chess be inspired by a 
Muse? In this story two very 

White 
Horses 
and Dark 
Knights

David Lovejoy’s 
book is available 
at The Echo

Tip Runs &
Rubbish 
Removal

0408 210 772

Caravan for Sale

Regent Crusader- 2003 
Great Condition - BEST OFFER

Need to go ASAP 
 Simon 0431 447 471

Avail 29th May–30th June
2 bed – 1 bath
Fully furnished

$750pw inc utilities
0411 639 204

House in Ocean Shores

Two, 2 bedroom 1 bathroom 
unfurnished apartments 

for rent in Byron Bay. 
5 min walk from centre of 

town. Plenty of free on- 
street parking. 

$650-$700/week.
If interested, please email:

property@
byronbayentertainment.com

Thorough and reliable
Regular bookings

One-off appointments
End of lease cleans

$55 an hour (3 hrs minimum)
95% Eco-friendly/low-tox 

products used
Servicing Byron Shire & surrounds

Call Tina on 0400 015 939

TINA’S CLEANING SERVICES
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Classifieds

LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Work 
available in busy adult parlour. Travellers 
welcome. 66816038 for details.

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED
Flexible work hours – 
perfect 2nd income

Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

MUSICAL NOTES
SEEKING DRUMMER 

for established reggae band 
0434438706

GUITARS, RECORDS, HI-FI
WE BUY AND SELL 66851005

TUITION
 FRENCH • ITALIAN • GERMAN

Eva 0403224842
www.languagetuitionbyron.com.au

DONALD KNIGHT
30.7.1940–2.5.2024

Donald Knight passed away peacefully 
on Thursday 2.5.24. He has left behind 

his beloved wife Gina Knight, three 
daughters, three step-daughters, 18 

grandchildren and one great-grandson. 
Don was a well-liked ‘coffee’ person, 

with vast knowledge, who was always 
there for a laugh or footy advice. 

He will be missed. 
Please send any donations in Don’s 

name to ‘Our House’ ourhouse.org.au 

FUNERAL NOTICES

IN MEMORIAM

PETS

ONLY ADULTS
BALLINA EXCLUSIVE

34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late.
In & Out Calls. 66816038. 

Ladies wanted
Find us on Facebook and Twitter! 

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP
Large variety of toys and lingerie

6/6 Tasman Way, A&I Est, Byron Bay 
66856330

SOCIAL ESCORTS
LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available for 
your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself. In-
house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

The role of Business Manager at Byron Community Primary 
School (BCPS) presents an amazing opportunity to contribute 

to the growth and development of an institution deeply 
embedded in its community. BCPS is not just a school but a vital 

part of Byron Bay's identity and future. 
We are striving to develop a school that will be recognised 

locally, nationally, and globally for its educational offerings and 
learning environment/spaces.

As the Business Manager, you would play a crucial role in 
shaping the school's strategic direction, particularly in terms 
of infrastructure development and generating new revenue 

seeking opportunities for growth and innovation. Given 
the emphasis on community connection, environmental 

stewardship, and holistic education, the ideal candidate for this 
role is business-savvy and shares the school's values and vision.

They would be passionate about creating a supportive and 
enriching learning environment for every student and 

dedicated to fostering partnerships and collaborations within 
the community. This presents an exciting challenge to be 

part of a dynamic team, and the right candidate will have the 

How to Apply: 
If you are passionate about contributing to the success of a 
vibrant school community, please submit your resume and 

admin@bcps.org.au
Application Deadline: Tuesday 21 May

TRANSFORMING FUTURES: PROPEL BCPS 
FORWARD AS OUR BUSINESS MANAGER!

FULL TIME OP SHOP MANAGER
Companion Animals Welfare Inc. (CAWI) is looking for a full time 
Op Shop Manager to run it’s two Op Shops in Brunswick Heads 

(next to the IGA Supermarket).

Hours: Approximately 38 hours per week.
Remuneration: General Retail Award, Level 5, full-time.
Reports to: CAWI Committee.

You will need to:
• have retail experience
• be conversant with, or be willing to learn Centrelink “Work for the 

Dole” requirements
• have good people skills
• be conversant with EFTPOS, banking, etc
• be physically fit
• have a current Working With Children Check number.

A job description and more information can be sought from
cawidogs2483@gmail.com.

Please send your resume to susancallaghan123@gmail.com.

SCT LOGISTICS
 HC OR MC DRIVERS

National Transport & Logistics 
company looking for experienced 

HC or MC drivers at Condong  
Broadwater or Harwood Sugar 

Mill sites. 

Competitive pay rates.

Please send resume to 
wendy.keel@sctlogistics.com.au or
during office hours 0409 568 795

POSITIONS VACANT

contact@thinkblinkdesign.com
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Adobe 
Tutoring

Experienced 
Professional 

Tutor
• Photoshop 
• Indesign  
• Illustrator

14/1/43 – 5/5/24
Ray passed away peacefully at 

Feros Village Bangalow.
Loved brother and brother in 
law of Alan, Noel (deceased), 

Colin and Glenda.
Much loved uncle of his nieces 

and nephews. Dear friend of 
Michael and Tilly. 

Devoted uncle of Jodie.
Ray will be sadly missed.
At Rays request a Private 

Cremation has taken place.

Henderson
Raymond Leslie 

Peter John McDonald
of Main Arm, Mullumbimby 

passed away peacefully on the 

2nd May 2024 aged 65. Peter was 

born on the 9th April 1959 and 

raised in Riverwood, Sydney and 

eventually happily settled in Main 

Arm, Mullumbimby for the best 

part of 20 years with his long-

term partner Meriel.

A loved son of Noeline and 

Terry (dec).

A cherished partner of Meriel 

who was his rock.

A caring brother to Mark, Lisa, 

Catherine and Anthony (dec).

A funny, mysterious uncle to 

Alysha, Aidan, Rhys, Ciara, Samuel 

and Charlotte.

A quirky brother-in-law to 

Barbara, Ashley and Gordon

A friend to all who had the 

pleasure of meeting him.

A spiritual wandering soul.

Will be sorely missed by all.

In peace now and forever.

A celebration of life to be held 

at Kohinur Hall, 

Saturday 18th May at 2pm.

Niyati will be remembered 

by so many for the love and 

generosity of heart and spirit, 

that she shared within the 

Community of Mullumbimby 

and in fact, far and wide 

throughout Australia;  on 

the Far South Coast of NSW, 

Narrandera (where she was 

born), and so many friends 

overseas, particularly in India 

where she travelled many, 

many times.

Niyati had a very close 

association with Main Arm 

School, where both her children 

attended for all their primary 

school years. She was involved 

in many of the school activities 

and loved being with all the 

children for Craft Days in 

particular.

In recent years, she will 

be remembered for the 

wonderfully, unique shop, 

Tinker Tailor Dancer Trader, 

that she created over 10 years, 

from a tiny pocket shop to a 

small emporium, in the main 

street of Mullumbimby, which 

attracts people to the town 

from many places in Australia. 

After a brave battle with cancer 

Niyati has come to rest. She 

is survived by her partner 

Nicolai, her children, Naira 

and Tohru, her sister Brooke, 

her father Graham, and her 

mother Sangito. She will be 

greatly missed and forever in 

our hearts.

The wishes of the family 

were for her to be privately 

cremated.

Niyati Hutchins 
19th April 1972–20th January 2024

DEATH NOTICES

FARRUGIA, Colleen
08.01.1939 – 26.04.2024
In loving memory of Colleen 
Farrugia (neé Dingli).
Late of East Lismore.
Formerly of Federal and Rooty 
Hill. Passed away peacefully 
aged 85 years.
Former wife of Joseph Michael 
Farrugia. Much loved mother and mother-in-law 
of Louise, Joseph(dec), Jeffery & Kate, Anthony 
and Greg & Peta. Cherished grandmother of Jake, 
Grace, Brooke and Samuel. Loved sister of Paul, 
Mary, George, Charlie, Tony, Carmen and John, and 
all their families.
A very special thank you to the wonderful staff at 
St Joseph’s Nursing Home, East Lismore. 
Forever in our hearts.
Family and friends are warmly invited to attend 
Colleen’s funeral service to be held at The Wilson 
Chapel - Parkview Funeral Home, Goonellabah on 
Friday 10th May, commencing at 11:30am.
After the service, the cortege will leave for the 
Lismore Memorial Gardens Cemetery.
                                                              
Authorised by Lisa Barnes 
Parkview Funeral Home, Goonellabah.
1800 809 336  

Tilemachos (Archie) 
KORIALOS            

(14 April,1912 - 4 May,1997)  

A lovely, quiet man, 
hardworking, patient and 
honest. Surviving many 

challenges and hardships.

We remember you 
with pride.

Love always,
Your family. 

Visit friendsofthepound.com to 
view other dogs and cats looking for a home.

ABN 83 126 970 338

D
A
R
B
Y

D
A
R
B
Y

Darby is a 5 month old, Shar Pei X. Darby 

has gone from being a half-dead pup 

to a healthy and thriving dog. Darby is 

friendly and sociable and would make 

a great family dog. He is ready to form 

strong bonds with his future adopters. # 

991003002063571  

 Location: Murwillumbah 
For more information contact

Yvette on 0421 831 128. 

Please complete our online adoption 

expression of interest. 

friendsofthepound.com/adoption-

expression-of-interest/

9-month-old desexed male Border 
Collie Kelpie Cattle Dog ‘Rocky’
is a lovely natured boy who is bright, 
inquisitive and affectionate.
He is great with other dogs, 
chickens and cows. Also good with 
kids except for his boisterousness 
(knock-over hazard).
Looking for a running, cycling, hiking, 
beach companion or farm assistant/
buddy? Check out Rocky by 
contacting Shell on 
0458 461 935.
MC: 991003002408138

Byron Dog Rescue (CAWI)

ROCKY

Please make an appointment 
0403 533 589 • Billinudgel

petsforlifeanimalshelter.net

We still have lots of kittens, all 
different ages and colours - all 

adorable of course. If you’d 
like to view them please ring 
0403533589. Adoption fee in-

cludes desexing and microchip. 

All cats are desexed, 
vaccinated and 
microchipped. 
No:900164002253838.

SANDY

Like us on Facebook!
AWL NSW Rehoming Organisation
Number: R251000222

Goya & his twin 
brother Dali, 
are the most 
precious, pale 
ginger kittens. 
They are fearless 
purring machines 
that are bursting 
with playfulness 
& love. They may be small but they 
both have the purr of a tiger! Bring 
your earplugs if you come to meet 
them & be prepared to be devoured 
by their love.

To meet Goya & Dali, please visit 
the Cat Adoption Centre at 124 

Dalley Street, Mullumbimby.

OPEN: Tues 2.30–4.30pm, Thurs 3–5pm

Sat 10am–12 noon

Call AWL on 0436 845 542

GOYA  GOYA 
AND AND DALIDALI

3 Way Play
For Couples 

Safe Consensual Exploration
www.touchofjustine.com

0407 013 347
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North Coast news onlineCommunity at Work

Mullumbimby District 
Neighbourhood Centre
Mullumbimby & District 
Neighbourhood Centre is open 
Monday–Friday 9am–4pm (closed 
12.30–1.30pm for lunch). We offer 
a variety of services. Everyone is 
welcome. Call reception on 6684 1286. 
Some of our services include:
Flood recovery support service: 
personalised, long-term support 
for those impacted by the floods. 
Community support: food parcels, 
meals, showers, assistance with 
electricity bills. Work Development 
Orders.
Listening Space: free counselling.
More Than A Meal: free community 
lunch Tuesday–Thursday 
12.30–1.30pm.
Financial counselling 
Staying Home, Leaving Violence 
program: Information, referral, and 
advocacy.
Gulganii affordable pantry shop: 
located at 3 Bridgeland Lane.
Orange Sky: free laundry service Mon 
morning & Wed afternoon.
To enquire about accessing any of 
these services call reception 6684 1286, 
check our website www.mdnc.org.au, 
or follow us on Facebook or Instagram. 
@mullumbimbyneighbourhoodcentre.

Byron Community
The Byron Community Centre provides 
community services and programs 
including meals, advocacy and 
counselling for locals in need. Fletcher 
Street Cottage: A welcoming, safe and 
respectful space where people who are 
experiencing or at risk of homelessness 
can come to get practical relief 
opportunities, find connections 
and access broader support. 
Fletcher Street Cottage services are 
open Tuesday–Friday. Breakfast:
Tuesday–Friday, 7–9am. Showers and 
laundry: Tuesday–Friday, 7am–12pm. 
Office support: Tuesday–Friday, 
9am–12pm. Support appointments:
Individual support appointments 
with community workers or specialist 
services. For bookings please call 
6685 6807. Fletcher Street Cottage, 18 
Fletcher St, Byron Bay. More info: www.
fletcherstreetcottage.com.au. 
Byron Community Cabin: Seniors 
Computer Club (school term only), 
9–11am, Friday, Carlyle Steet. More 
info: www.byroncentre.com.au Phone: 
6685 6807.

Low-cost or free food
Food Box Thursdays 9.30–11.30am 
at Uniting Church, Mullumbimby. You 
may purchase cheap food, obtain free 
veges, and enjoy a cuppa. The Hub 

Baptist Church in Ocean Shores has 
food relief available for anyone doing 
it tough, please contact us on 0434 677 
747 if you find yourself doing it tough. 
No ID or Concession Card required. 
NILs referral service also available. 
Check Facebook page The Hub Baptist 
Ocean Shores for details. Liberation 
Larder Takeaway lunches and 
groceries Monday and Thursday 12 till 
1pm. Fletcher Street end of the Byron 
Community Centre.

Respite Service
Byron Shire Respite Service delivers 
high-quality respite care to a broad 
range of clients throughout the Byron, 
Ballina and Lismore shires. Donations 
welcome: Ph 6685 1921, email 
fundraiser@byronrespite.com.au, 
website: www.byronrespite.com.au.

Alateen meeting
Alateen meeting every Thursday at 
5–6pm. Do you have a parent, close 
friend or relative with a drinking 
problem? Alateen can help. For 
8–16-year-olds meet St Cuthbert’s 
Anglican Church Hall, 13 Powell Street, 
corner of Florence Street Tweed 
Heads. Al-Anon family groups for older 
members at the same time and place. 
1300 ALANON 1300 252 666 www.
al-anon.org.au.

ACA
Adult Children of Alcoholic Parents 
and/or Dysfunctional Families (ACA) 
help & recovery group meets in 
Lismore every Friday 10–11.30am, Red 
Dove Centre, 80 Keen Street. Byron 
meetings are on Tuesdays at 7pm 
via Zoom – meeting ID 554 974 582 
password byronbay.

Drug support groups
Call Alcoholics Anonymous 1800 423 
431 or 0401 945 671 – 30 meetings a 
week in the Shire – www.aa.org.au. 
Are you experiencing difficulties and 
challenges because of the alcohol or 
drug use of someone close to you? 
Learn coping skills and gain support 
from others. Narcotics Anonymous
is a fellowship of men and women 
for whom drugs had become a major 
problem. We are recovering addicts 
who meet regularly to help each 
other stay clean. For information and 
meetings call 1300 652 820 or text your 
postcode to 0488 811 247. www.na.org.
au. Are you concerned about somebody 
else’s drinking? Al-Anon Family Groups
meetings held Fridays at 2pm by Zoom. 
1300 252666 www.al-anon.org.au. 

Support after suicide
StandBy provides support to people 
who have lost someone to suicide. 
They provide free face-to-face and 
telephone support and are accessible 
24/7. Follow-up contact is available for 
up to one year. Find out more at: www.
standbysupport.com.au or call 13 11 14. 
If you, or someone you are with, are in 
need of immediate support please call 
an ambulance or police on 000.

Volunteer call out
Support for New Mums Inc. a 
Northern NSW community program 
are recruiting volunteers in the Byron 
Shire. We offer a free of charge, home 
visiting program for mothers with 
babies. For more information email 
Deb: newmums8@gmail.com.

Carers’ support
Mullumbimby Mental Health Carers’ 
Support Group for family members 
and friends who have a loved one with 
a mental health issue. Meeting on 4th 
Thursday of each month 9.30am at the 
Mullumbimby Neighbourhood Centre. 
Info: Susanne 0428 716 431.

Rainbow Dragons
Rainbow Dragons Abreast (RDA) 
welcomes breast cancer survivors for a 
paddle at Lake Ainsworth, Lennox Head 
(and sometimes at Ballina) on Sundays 
7.30am for 8am start. Contact Marian 
6688 4058, mazzerati2010@gmail.com.

Older adult exercise
Chair-based older adults exercise 
classes run by a qualified instructor, 
that feel more like fun than exercise, 
are held every Thursday at 10.15am in 
the Brunswick Memorial Hall. Cost $10. 
All welcome. Just show up or if you 
have any questions please contact Di 
on 0427 026 935.

$5 pilates classes
Pilates for the price of a coffee! Come 
and join us for $5 Pilates classes every 
Thursday at 8.45am in the Memorial 
Hall, 22 Fingal Street, Brunswick 
Heads and Monday at 8.45am in 
Mullumbimby. It doesn’t matter what 
level you are, as beginner to advanced 
options are shown. Just bring a mat 
and water. My goal is to keep the Shire 
active and feeling great one person at 
a time. No need to book just show up. 
For more information contact Di on 
0427 026 935.

Pottsville Community 
Association
Pottsville Community Association 
meetings are on the last Tuesday 
of the month at 6.30pm at the 
Anglican Church in Coronation 
Drive, Pottsville. Have your say on 
what is going on in your local area. 
For details contact secretary@
pottsvillecomunityassociation.com or 
via Facebook.

Language exchange
Byron language exchange club runs 
every 2nd last Friday of the month 
from 6pm (alternating Ballina/
Byron). Practise other languages or 
help someone with your English! 
Find us on Facebook. Contact 
byronbaylanguages@gmail.com.

Brunswick Valley 
Historical Society
The Museum is on the corner of 
Myocum and Stuart Sts Mullumbimby, 
open Tuesdays and Fridays 
10am–12pm and market Saturdays 
9am–1pm. Discover your local history, 
join our team – 6684 4367. 

Library fun
Baby Bounce and Storytime for 
toddlers and pre-school children 

are at: Brunswick Heads Library, 
Monday – Story Time 10.30 till 11.30am; 
Friday – Baby Time 10.30 till 11am. 
Mullumbimby Library, Monday – Story 
Time 10–11am; Tuesday – Baby Time 
10–10.30 am. 

Byron Bay Cancer 
Support Group
The Byron Bay General Cancer Support 
Group has been running for six years 
and welcomes new participants. The 
aim of the group is to provide a safe, 
supportive and friendly environment 
for people with cancer to discuss how 
they are feeling and connect with 
other people with cancer. Meetings 
are held every four weeks on the first 
Tuesday of the month at 10am. For 
more information contact the Cancer 
Council on 13 11 20.

Toastmasters
Byron Cavanbah Toastmasters
meetings – coaching in communication 
and self-development run on 1st and 
3rd Mondays, 6.15 for 6.30pm at Byron 
Bay Services Club, Byron Bay. Online 
attendance allowed. Mullum Magic 
Toastmasters: Mullum Magic provides 
a safe and fun environment for 
members and guests to develop their 
public-speaking and leadership skills. 
Meeting 6.30–8.30pm every second 
and fourth Thursday of the month at 
the Presbyterian Church, 104 Stuart 
St, Mullumbimby. New members and 
guests welcome. Contact Ian Hamilton 
0458 268 469.

Meditation

Dzogchen meditation and study 
group 2nd and 4th Saturdays each 
month at Mullumbimby CWA Hall. Didi 
0408 008 769. Buddhist meditation 
and conversation with John Allan, 
Mondays 6.30–8.30pm, The Yurt, 
Temple Byron. No fees. John 0428 991 
189. Byron yoga philosophy club free 
meditation classes Monday, 7pm, 1 
Korau Place Suffolk Park. Go to www.
wisdom.yoga or phone Kris 0435 300 
743. Byron Bay Meditation Centre 
Tuesday 6.30pm at Temple Byron. For 
more info: byronbaymeditationcentre.
com.au or contact Greg 0431 747 764. 

Brunswick Heads CWA

Brunswick Heads CWA Crafty Women 
meet Fridays 10am–2pm, cnr Park and 
Booyun Streets, Brunswick Heads. 
Join us for a chat and cuppa, bring 
along your craft projects including 
sewing, knitting, crocheting, or 
quilting. Beginners welcome. Gold coin 
donation for morning tea.

Byron Gem Club
The Byron Gem and Lapidary Club is 
open weekly to members new and 
old. Visitors welcome to view club 
facilities. Activities: semi-precious 
and gemstone cutting, shaping and 
polishing, gem faceting, silver work, 
gem setting and jewellery making, etc. 
Facebook @ Byron Gem Club. Club 
workshed located past Sky Dive Byron 
at Tyagarah Airfield. Contact 0428 591 
360 or 0427 529 967 for more info.

Lions Club
Interested in making new friends and 
helping our community? Lions Club 
of Brunswick Mullumbimby meets 1st 
& 3rd Tuesdays at 7pm Ocean Shores 
Country Club. Info: Joan Towers 0400 
484 419. 

Craft group
The Uniting Craft & Social Group meets 
every Monday 9.30am–2.30pm at the 
Uniting Church in Carlyle Street, Byron 
Bay. Bring lunch and whatever else you 
need. Small cost. All welcome. Do you 
prefer patchwork and quilting? Come 
along on Monday evening same place 
at 6pm. Enquiries Tilly 6685 5985.

Op shops
Uniting Church Op Shop, Dalley St, 
Mullumbimby – open each Saturday 
9am–12 noon. Byron Bay Anglican 
Op Shop opens Tuesday to Saturday 
9am–1pm. Volunteers needed. Enq 
Cathy 0432 606 849. Mullumbimby 
Anglican Op Shop opens Monday 
to Friday 9am–4pm, Saturday 
9am–12noon. Volunteers needed, enq 
to shop 6684 4718. Mullumbimby 
Seventh-Day Adventist Op Shop 
opens Tuesday to Friday 11am-3pm. 
Companion Animals Welfare Inc 
(CAWI) op shop Brunswick Heads 
(next to supermarket) open Mon–Fri 
10am–5pm, Sat 9am–1pm, Sun closed.

Mullumbimby potters 
& sculptors 
Mullumbimby Clayworkers Gallery in 
the Drill Hall complex is open every 
Thursday to Saturday 10am–2pm 
with pottery and sculpture from 
community members for sale. 
Applications for studio membership 
open in January. All details at 
www.mullumclayworkers.com.

CWA Bangalow
If you are interested in making new 
friends by supporting the Byron Shire 
community through fundraising and 
lobbying, pursuing craft interests and 
learning new skills, think about joining 
Bangalow CWA. Come along to our 
rooms, 31 Byron St, Bangalow between 
10am & 2pm Monday to Friday to 
find out more.  We are open Monday 
to Friday 10 to 2 and Saturdays 9 to 
12. Our popular cake stalls are on 
the last Saturday of the month 8 to 
12.  Find us on Facebook or contact 
cwasecbangalow@gmail.com

Toy Library
The Byron Shire Toy Library is open 
Mondays and Thursdays 9am–12 noon, 
at the Children’s Centre, Coogera Cct, 
Suffolk Park. Come and see the large 
range of preschoolers toys available 
for loan.

Up your skills
Come to Upskill in Mullumbimby, 
a free introductory building and 
carpentry workshop. Workshops are 
held every Saturday, 9am to 1pm at 
Shedding Community Workshop. 

Bookings essential via shedding.com.
au. Contact Sophie Wilksch via email 
at shedding.communityworkshop@
gmail.com.

Muslim prayer
Friday Muslim prayer. Jumu’ah service 
held weekly at the Cavanbah Centre 
at 1.30 pm. Come to the remembrance 
of Allah.

Landcare
Bangalow Land and Rivercare working 
bee every Saturday 8.30–10.30am. 
Email: bangalowlandcare@gmail.com.  
Noelene 0431200638.

Soap Aid saving lives
Soap Aid is a not-for-profit 
organisation recycling and sending 
critical soap to communities facing 
major hygiene challenges. Please 
drop in your partly used household 
or holiday rental soap for recycling to 
Kim at Raine & Horne Byron Bay 39 
Fletcher Street 0499 839 566. Small 
and large quantities welcome. https://
soapaid.org.

Sex & Love Addicts Anon
Sex and Love Addicts Anonymous 
is peer-support group of men and 
women for whom sex and/or romance 
have become a problem. For details of 
weekly meetings, phone 0452 074 974 
or visit www.slaa.org.au. 

Bridge Club
Brunswick Valley Bridge Club meets 
every Monday, seated at 12.15 to 
commence play at 12.30. Visitors 
welcome. See bridgewebs.com/
brunswickvalley/home.html or for 
partner ring Lesley 0468 807 306. 
Facebook Brunswick Valley Bridge 
Club.

BV scrabble club
Brunswick Valley Scrabble Club meets 
1pm every Tuesday at The Brunswick 
Heads Bowling Club. More social 
than competitive. We welcome new 
members whether you’re new to the 
game or not. Contact Steve Bellerby on 
0407 844 718.

Bosom Buddies
Ballina Bosom Buddies Support Group 
meets the third Thursday each month 
10am–12pm at the Ballina Kentwell 
Community Centre. Contact Sonia 
0439 438 576 for further information.

Emerge Australia
Emerge Australia Inc is a not-for-profit 
charity supporting those with myalgic 
encephalomyelitis, also known as 
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome. For more 
information see the Emerge Australia 
Website at http://emerge.org.au/.

Play and sing playgroup 
Meet at The Hub Baptist Church 
Ocean Shores (next to Target) 
9.30am-11.30am Fridays during school 
term. For families with children 0-5 
years. More info facebook or ph.Katie 
0438 531 011.

Regular As Clockwork
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Please note that, owing to space restrictions, not all entries may be 

included each week. Email copy marked ‘Regular As Clockwork’ to 

editor@echo.net.au.

Tilda is Visible
Friends of Libraries Byron Shire are 

holding another great book event. 

Jane Tara discusses her new release 

’Tilda is Visible’ with local author 

Naima Brown, a highly entertaining, 

hilarious, and insightful book. The 

theme of the novel, the invisibility of 

women as they age. Thursday, May 

23, at 5.30 for 6pm start, at the Lone 

Goat gallery Byron Library, 28 Lawson 

Street, Byron Bay. Tickets are free for 

FOL members and $5 non-members. 

Bookings are essential www.

byronbayfol.com. Enjoy a glass of wine 

and cheese on arrival.

Date change 
Mullumumbimby CWA
Due to unforeseen circumstances, 

Mullumbimby CWA meeting is changed 

to May 15 at 10am. A light lunch follows 

the meeting. New members are always 

welcome. Info: Jenny 6684 7282.

Mullumbimby CWA

On Wednesday, May 22, Mullumbimby 

CWA will host the Biggest Morning 

Tea with proceeds to the Cancer 

Council. Delicious food, raffles and 

entertainment will be part of the event, 

held at Mullumbimby CWA Rooms at 

10am. Entry $5, all in the community 

are welcome. Together we can help 

the Cancer Council raise much needed 

funds for vital cancer research, support 

services, prevention programs and 

advocacy. For more information call 

Jenny 6684 7282.  

End-of-Life Choices
Voluntary Euthanasia End-of-Life 

Choices are discussed at Exit 

International meetings held quarterly. 

Meetings are held at Robina, South 

Tweed and Ballina.  Attendees must be 

Exit Members. For further Information 

www.exitinternational.net or phone 

Catherine 0435 228 443 (Robina & 

South Tweed) or Peter 0429 950 352 

(Ballina). 

Law Week at Byron
Law Week is on 16-22 May and at Byron 

Bay Library we have Services NSW 

drop in sessions. Find information on 

low cost or free Power of Attorney, 

Enduring Guardianship and Wills.nFind 

out where savings can be found with 

the Services NSW savings finder. Drop 

in between 10am and 4 pm on Tuesday 

21 May.

NR Fellowship of First 
Fleeters
Anyone interested in their convict 

family history from any of the many 

fleets who journeyed to Australia are 

very welcome to come along to our 

group the Northern Rivers Fellowship 

of First Fleeters. This includes spouses 

and friends of any descendants 

interested in history. We meet every 

two months and our next meeting 

will be held on Sunday, May26 at the 

Cherry Street Sports Club, Ballina at 

10.30am. If you are interested please 

contact Roddy Jordan on 6687 5339 or 

via email hollysbuddy1@bigpond.com.

On The Horizon
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Email copy marked ‘On The Horizon’ to editor@echo.net.au.  

1st SAT Brunswick Heads 0418 400 415

1st SUN Byron Bay 02 6685 6807

1st SUN Lismore Car Boot 02 6628 7333

2nd SUN The Channon 02 6688 6433

2nd SUN Lennox Head 02 6685 6807

2nd SUN Chillingham 0428 793 141

2nd SUN Coolangatta
2nd SUN Tabulam
3rd SAT Mullumbimby 02 6684 3370

3rd SAT Murwillumbah 0415 328 672

3rd SAT Salt Village Market, Casuarina
3rd SUN Federal 0433 002 757

3rd SUN Uki 0487 329 150

3rd SUN Ballina 0422 094 338

4th SAT Evans Head 0432 275 765

4th SAT Kyogle Bazaar kyoglebazaar.com.au

4th SUN Bangalow 02 6687 1911

4th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764

4th SUN Murwillumbah 0415 328 672

4th SUN Coolangatta (in a 5 Sunday month)

5th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764

5th SUN Lennox Head 02 6685 6807

FARMERS/WEEKLY MARKETS
Each TUE New Brighton 0424 168 672 

Each TUE Organic Lismore 02 6636 4307 

Each WED Murwillumbah 7-11 0415 328 672

Each WED Nimbin 3-6pm 0418 940 653

Each WED Newrybar Hall 4-7pm

Each THU Byron 8-11am 0414 595 169

Each THU Lismore 2.30-6.30pm 0459 309 223

Each FRI Mullum 7-11am 0424 168 672

Each SAT Bangalow 8-11am 0414 595 169

Each SAT Duranbah Rd 8-11am (Tropical Fruit World)

Each SAT Uki 8am-1pm 02 6679 5438

Each SAT Lismore 8.30-11am

Each SAT Wadeville 8.30am-12pm

Each SAT Byron Twilight Market 4pm Oct–Apr

Each SUN Ballina 7-11am

MONTHLY MARKETS

The Echo updates this guide regularly, however sometimes markets change their routine 
without letting us know. Please get in touch if you want to advise us of a change.

DATE
(May)

DAY, 
MOON
PHASE

SUN 
RISE /

SET

MOON 
RISE /

SET

HIGH
TIDES, 

height (m)

LOW
TIDES, 

height (m)

8
6:17

17:07
6:05

16:58
0809 1.48
2048 1.92

0212 0.34
1400 0.21

9 TH
6:18

17:07
7:15

17:44
0854 1.37
2133 1.93

0306 0.36
1437 0.25

10 F
6:18

17:06
8:24

18:36
0939 1.26
2218 1.89

0400 0.40
1515 0.32

11 SA
6:19

17:05
9:28

19:33
1025 1.16
2303 1.81

0457 0.45
1555 0.41

12 SU
6:19

17:05
10:26
20:34

1114 1.08
2350 1.71

0553 0.51
1638 0.50

13 M
6:20

17:04
11:15
21:35

1211 1.04
0649 0.57
1728 0.60

14 TU
6:21

17:03
11:57
22:34

0040 1.61
1320 1.03

0745 0.60
1831 0.68

15 W
6:21

17:03
12:32
23:31

0135 1.53
1438 1.06

0841 0.61
1947 0.73

16 TH
6:22

17:02
13:03 0234 1.47

1546 1.14
0932 0.59
2106 0.75

17 F
6:22

17:02
13:31
0:25

0332 1.44
1642 1.24

1018 0.55
2216 0.72

18 SA
6:23

17:01
13:57
1:18

0425 1.42
1728 1.35

1057 0.50
2315 0.68

19 SU
6:23

17:01
14:23
2:10

0513 1.41
1807 1.46

1131 0.45

20 M
6:24

17:00
14:50
3:02

0555 1.40
1844 1.57

0004 0.63
1201 0.41

21 TU
6:25

17:00
15:19
3:56

0634 1.37
1920 1.66

0049 0.58
1231 0.37

22 W
6:25

16:59
15:52
4:53

0713 1.34
1956 1.73

0131 0.54
1301 0.35

W

W

SUN, MOON & TIDES 
– TIMES FOR NEXT 2 WEEKS

Data sourced from Bureau of 
Meteorology. Times adjusted for 
Daylight Savings when applicable.
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Sport

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t excavator and 3m tipper truck

 Reliable local family run-business 

 Blocked drain specialist

  Latest technology and equipment for 
locating, eliminating and repairing 

 12 month guarantee on most jobs

Family owned and operated local business with 30 years of plumbing 
experience. Unblock Pipe Clearing has the latest technology and 
equipment for locating, eliminating and repairing all blockages – 

Phone James on 0429 888 683 Lic 378040C

Newrybar local takes third in Australia’s 
Greatest Horsewomen competition 
Kristal Byron 

Local equestrian Leah Van 

Ewijk has secured third place 

in the highly competitive 

Australian’s Greatest Horse-

woman competition (AGHW), 

despite not having reli-

able access to an arena and 

making a 3,000-kilometre 

return trip to Victoria.

Without standard facilities 

to train her horse and lacking 

cattle for practice, Leah had 

to think outside the box to 

prepare for the competition. 

She transported her 

horses to different areas 

each day, seeking borrowed 

and hired arenas, local show-

grounds, and even training 

on the beach. 

Despite these challenges, 

Leah’s fundamental training 

and the strong bond with 

her horse, Oakie, laid the 

foundation for success. 

She was placed fourth 

leading into the finals and, 

with sheer determination, 

secured an impressive third 

place overall.

Leah last competed at 

AGHW in 2022, days after vol-

unteering at the Bangalow 

Temporary Equine Hospital 

during the floods, and nearly 

didn’t make the drive down 

because of flooded-road 

closures. That year she 

finished in seventh place.

The journey to the contest 

in late April took approxi-

mately two weeks.

One of the major chal-

lenges was finding suitable 

showgrounds for her horses 

and allowing them time to 

eat and rest every two hours, 

as extended travel could 

make the horses unwell.

But the AGHW competi-

tion is just the beginning for 

Leah and Oakie. 

Leah plans to showcase 

her skills and compete in 

future events, including the 

Tropicana Classic competi-

tion at Caboolture Eques-

trian Centre in July and the 

Australian Reined Cow Horse 

Association National Finals 

2024 at White Park, Scone.

Leah and Oakie herding cattle to show as part of the contest 

held at Tatura Park in Victoria. Photo: Capturedby Rhi

Thalison wins third major BJJ title in 2024
Thalison Soares has won 

his third major tournament 

in a row after taking gold at 

the 2024 Brazilian National 

championships.

Held in Sao Paolo, the 

Brazilian National Champi-

onship is the third major BJJ 

event of the year, following 

the European and the Pan 

American Championships, 

both of which Thalison has 

already won this year.

He is now headed to the 

final major tournament for 

2024, the World Champion-

ship, held California in May. 

If he wins, it will be his 

second world title in the 

black belt rank.

As well, it could be his first 

Grand Slam title (winning all 

four majors in one season) 

– only a handful of Jiu Jitsu 

athletes have done so. 

Thalison is head coach at 

the BJJ Academy, Byron Bay.
Thalison has another major tournament gold for 2024, and 

is looking for the Grand Slam in California. Photo supplied

Graham and Pearce crowned pairs champions
Tracie Graham and Sherril 

Pearce have won the 2024 

Brunswick Heads Women’s 

Bowling Club pairs final.

They beat Judy Smith and 

Blossom McCormick 19–15. 

‘It was pretty much neck 

and neck throughout the 

entire game. No-one was 

willing to relinquish the 

chance to be the champion,’ 

publicity oficer Kris Pryor 

said.

‘But there can only be one 

winning side. It was truely a 

great game to watch’.

Too good: Pairs champions Tracie and Sherril claimed the 

Brunswick Heads pairs trophy for 2024. Photo supplied 

901 swimmers join the annual Ocean Classic
The annual Byron Bay Ocean 

Classic beach swim organ-

ised by the Winet Whales 

was held last Sunday and 

attracted 901 competitors. 

The even has been run 

since 1983 to raise money 

for various local charities, 

and after this year’s event 

the Winter Whales will have 

donated in excess of $1.1 mil-

lion over that time, according 

to club president Phil Jarvis.  

‘This year we are hoping 

to raise $50,000,’ he said.

The event caters for dif-

ferent age groups and skill 

levels and is open to children 

as young as nine-years-old.

Swimmers entered the 

water at Wategos Beach 

using a staggered start-

based on age with the over 

65s hitting the water first 

around 10 am.

‘By about 10.30 we had 

over 900 swimmers in the 

Bay, it was a beautiful sight,’ 

Phil said.

From there the 

competitors swim the 2.2 

kilometre course back to the 

Surf Club on Main Beach.

This year’s chairty 

recipients include: Northern 

Rivers Prostate Day Support, 

Marine Rescue Cape Byron, 

Marine Rescue Brunswick 

Heads, Camp Quality and 

Bay FM.

Winners
Classic (men): Jack 

French, Lachlan Trease and 

Finn CAsper. 

Classic (women): Mikayla 

Bird, Ashleigh Allred and 

Allegra Anderson

Mini (girls): Alex Mair, 

Willow Stephenson and 

Hannah Prior.

Mini (boys): Aaron 

Boersma, Tommy Trewhitt 

and Gabriel Cuic.

Glen Lawrence was first 

home in the 60-64 age group.

A good field enjoyed greta conditions for the 37th running 

of the Ocean Classic. Photo supplied.
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Backlash

40 The Byron Shire Echo

If you ever get the feeling the 

wrong people are in charge, 

T S Elliot (1888–1965) had 

thought it through: ‘Most of 

the trouble in the world is 

caused by people who want 

to be important’.

FYI the Mother’s Day tree 

planting planned for May 12 

has been cancelled owing to 

the inclement weather. 

Psst: A state-wide recruit-

ment drive is underway 

to support delivery of the 

2024 NSW local government 

elections on September 14 

this year. Duties on the day 

include providing informa-

tion and assistance to voters, 

and sorting and counting 

ballot papers. For more info 

visit elections.nsw.gov.au.

With Labor’s federal budget 

night on May 14, The 

Australia Institute think tank 

reminds us that, ‘in Australia, 

we force our unemployed 

to live off just 28 per cent of 

average earnings, the lowest 

in the OECD, as a per cent of 

average earnings’.

World Press Freedom Day 

was last week, the same 

week as the US White House 

Correspondents Dinner. The 

dinner aims to highlight the 

importance of journalism, 

yet going by that event, it’s 

journalism that doesn’t ask 

too many questions. Impris-

oned Aussie whistleblower, 

Julian Assange, was not 

mentioned. But he will be 

the centre of attention when 

his father comes to Mullum 

on May 8 – see page 4.

The annual Lennox Head 

Community Tree Planting 

Day is on again, Friday, May 

10. Ballina Shire Council say, 

‘Everyone is invited to join at 

the top of Lennox headland 

from 9am to 12 noon. Council 

will supply trees, mulch, 

water, and some tools. The 

Lennox Head business com-

munity and volunteer groups 

have generously donated a 

barbecue and refreshments’.

Remember: doing your own 

research has never meant 

looking things up and famil-

iarising yourself with the 

topic. That is called literature 

review, and is only a small 

part of research. Perhaps 

we are in the modern age of 

literature reviews?

China has launched the 

world’s largest electric 

container ship, according to  

thedriven.io, with a 50 MWh 

battery. ‘It is the world’s first 

10,000-tonne pure electric 

container ship and boasts a 

top speed of 19.4km/h’. 

May 8 marks three months 

since Save Wallum protectors 

embarked on their peace-

ful vigil at the site of the 

contentious Wallum housing 

development in Bruns.

Main Arm residents have 

been invited to a ‘community 

infrastructure recovery 

meeting’ by Council staff 

this Thursday from 5.30pm 

at Kohinur Hall. Staff say, 

‘The purpose is to provide an 

update, explain process and 

predicted timelines for road 

works in Main Arm’.

Cnr Brigantine & Wollongbar St, 

Byron Arts & Industry Estate | 6685 5212

www.hotelandhome.com.au | bedsrus.com.au

*Conditions apply. Limited time from participating stores. Dis-

counts off recommended retail price. Accessories not included.

UP TO 60% OFF
Cnr Brigantine & Wollongbar St, 

Byron Arts & Industry Estate | 6685 5212

www.hotelandhome.com.au | bedsrus.com.au

*Conditions apply. Limited time from participating stores. 

Discounts off recommended retail price. Accessories not included.

Triextra Carpet is an eco-friendly carpet that is 
perfect for your active household!
• Made in part from renewable plant-based 

ingredients
• Manufactured locally in Australia
• Chemical-free cleaning with just cold water
• No tropical treatment is needed

3/5 Clark Street, Ballina
6686 3855

0422 639 013

info@vaemedicalaesthetics.com

www.vaemedicalaesthetics.com  

 vaemedicalaesthetics 

The Harvest Precinct, 16 Old Pacific Highway, Newrybar

A doctor led and owned skin, 
laser and cosmetic clinic

Special offer for May and June! 

Book two Broad Band Light Therapy and Moxi Laser combos 
and receive the third one free. Each treatment includes a 
post-care mask and complimentary LED Healite II treatment 
with your laser appointment. 

This machine is the Rolls Royce of phototherapy and non-
ablative laser! VAE Medical Aesthetics is the only clinic in the 
area to utilise the most advanced, world-class, skin technology 
made by Sciton-the mJouleTM which delivers BroadBand Light 
(BBL), Moxi Laser and SkinTyte for rejuvenated, clear and 
radiant skin. 

Book in today with one of our lovely GPs; Dr Kate Allan, 
Dr Clare McLennan, Dr Natasha Stark and Dr Jemma Buultjens. 

Congrats Lennox Head surfer, Mikey McDonagh, who claimed the biggest win of his surfing 

career at the Bonsoy Gold Coast Pro, held at Snapper Rocks last Saturday. 

Photo ‘Snaps & Crackles’ Dawson

Money mastery, 
tailored bookkeeping 

 “I’ve worked with 
Nea for over 

– Jack Glass, 

BOOKKEEPING SIMPLIFIED

0417 660 793  

Call Nea for a FREE discovery call

Music Industry 
professional with over 
20 years experience.
Eric is available to 
guide you through 
your own process.

PH: 0421 037 281
ericcoelho.com.au

PRIVATE TUITION FOR YOUR 
RECORDINGS OR MIXES

Do you want to produce 
and mix your own tracks 
but need help getting it 
over the line?

Medical Centre Services

Allied Health Services

At Mullumbimby Comprehensive Health Centre 

at the forefront

CALL 6684 1511 60 Stuart Stree Mullumbimby

Our services:
General Practice

Skin checks
Physiotherapy
Osteopathy

Podiatry
Dietetics

Psychology & mental health
Exercise Physiology

Call: 02 6684 1511 to make an appointment
www.mullumhealthcentre.com
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