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Nudity to be banned at 
Tyagarah by NPWS
While Tyagarah residents have 

welcomed the NSW National Parks 

and Wildlife Service (NPWS) deci-

sion to close the Clothing-Optional 

Area (COA) within Tyagarah Nature 

Reserve by August 30, naturists who 

use the beach have contested the 

decision-making process, and claim 

concerns around public safety are 

not supported by police statistics.

A NPWS senior media advisor 

said in a media statement the deci-

sion followed ‘extensive consulta-

tion and careful consideration’.

They said, ‘A recent stakeholder 

workshop was held during March, 

which included representatives 

from NSW Police, local businesses, 

community associations and 

naturist groups, and no viable 

alternative locations for the COA 

were identified’.

‘NPWS has requested that Byron 

Shire Council extend the permis-

sibility of the COA from June 30 

2024 to August 30, which will allow 

appropriate notification for the 

naturist community’.

According to the NPWS’s ‘deci-

sion brief’, both Mayor Michael Lyon 

and General Manager Mark Arnold 

‘support ceasing the COA’. 

President of Northern Rivers 

Naturists, Bradley Benham, told 

The Echo the NPWS claim of ‘exten-

sive consultation’ was just a ‘single 

two-hour roundtable in March’.

Benham also rejected ongoing 

concerns regarding public safety as 

a reason to close the beach.  

He said, ‘Concerns regarding 

public safety are not supported by 

police statistics’.

‘Northern Rivers Naturists 

requests that the section of beach 

from the south boundary of Tyaga-

rah Nature Reserve to 200m north 

of the Bayshore Drive access track 

be reinstated as a legal co-optional 

clothing beach’. 

‘This north Byron/Sunrise 

Beach section was part of the legal 

co-beach designated in 1998, and 

operated as such until 2018. This 

section is under Council manage-

ment and not affected by the juris-

dictional error over who manages 

the beach’.

Safety concerns 
Gyan Moyes from the Tyagarah 

Community Association told The 
Echo the NPWS decision ‘shows a 

genuine concern for the safety of 

women and families’. 

‘It is not only a win for those 

women who spoke out about the 

sexual violence towards them, but 

also a win for those who were too 

shattered and frightened to do so. 

‘Byron Bay residents and visitors 

are traumatised and fed up with 

predatory behaviour associated 

with the clothing-optional area, 

occurring in the Tyagarah Nature 

Reserve and spilling out into 

nearby locations. 

‘We are looking forward to work-

ing with residents, the National 

Parks and Wildlife Service and other 

stakeholders, to ensure the nature 

reserve and its beach become safe 

again’, Mr Moyes added.

Behaviour disputed
Yet naturist, Duncan James, 

disputes that predatory behaviour 

is still an issue for the area, telling 

The Echo naturists removed the 

Councillors denounce local hate speech and boycotts
Paul Bibby

Byron Shire Council has strongly 

condemned expressions of hate and 

any boycotts of local businesses 

stemming from the war in Gaza.

The move followed a debate at 

last week’s Council meeting, which 

highlighted the bitter division 

within sections of the community 

over the ongoing conflict.

Local residents from the differ-

ent sides attended the meeting in 

response to a motion put forward 

by Independent councillor Cate 

Coorey, and Greens Cr Duncan Dey.

Their original motion, which 

was subsequently amended, con-

demned what the movers described 

as ‘war crimes being carried out by 

Israel against the people of Gaza’.

It also stated that ‘boycotts, 

divestment and sanctions are 

legitimate, non-violent tactics 

used to pressure foreign govern-

ments over human rights abuses 

and war crimes’.

These and other statements 

from the original motion produced 

a strong reaction from the local 

residents representing the different 

sides of the conflict who spoke 

during the public access section of 

the meeting.

This forum degenerated at 

times into a slanging match, with 

residents and councillors alike 

the focus of strong criticism and 

personal attacks.

When the motion eventually 

came up for debate by councillors, 

Mayor Michael Lyon (Independent) 

and Deputy Mayor Sarah Ndiaye 

(Greens) put forward a significantly 

After a sell-out event in 2022, the National Circus Festival is returning to the Mullumbimby Showgrounds 

October 4–6, with another world-class program of more than 100 events. Acts announced so far include 

the all-female powerhouse company Yuck Circus and internationally-acclaimed circus company Casus. 

Discounted early bird tickets for the National Circus Festival are on sale from Wednesday, July 3, until 

Friday, July 26 (or until sold out). Visit www.nationalcircusfestival.com for more info. The full program 

will be announced August 21. Pictured front are festival director, Alice Cadwell with Chiara Mordaunt. 

Ronja Laemmlein is in pink and Harper Salom is in blue. Photo Jeff ‘Tights And Ropes Since 1986’ Dawson

Carnival of tight ropes returns Oct 4–6

▶ Continued on page 3▶ Continued on page 3
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Seaside villages get mapped resilient 
The South Golden Beach-New 

Brighton-Ocean Shores 

Community Resilience Team 

(SGBNBOS CRT) have recently 

designed and installed maps 

in each of the village areas 

as part of their ‘Creating a 

prepared and resilient com-

munity program’.

Co-leader and secretary, 

Bron Elliott, told The Echo
the maps are designed to 

better connect community, 

visitors and emergency 

services, and highlight the 

local landscape, water 

catchments, fire trails, local 

streets, as well as other 

facilities such as cafes, 

shops, post offices, off-leash 

dog areas, public toilets, 

churches and barbecues. 

Emergency services 
information

Bron says, ‘A major aspect 

is the inclusion of emergency 

services information, with 

key phone numbers and QR 

codes to help people con-

nect during times of need’.

‘The maps are located 

in South Golden Beach (on 

the side of the toilet block 

at SGB Hall); New Brighton 

(at Newy Store, beside 

the defibrillator); and in 

Ocean Shores (on the brick 

wall between the Sunday 

Sustainable Bakery and the 

butcher).

Community-led org
‘SGBNBOS CRT is a 

community-led not-for-

profit organisation who 

are building a local street 

network to help the three 

villages be better connected 

and prepared at all times, 

including disaster.

‘Set up during the 2022 

floods, they ran the flood hub 

at SGB Hall, and are active 

members of the Byron Com-

munity Resilience Network 

(CRN), Byron Community 

Resilience Hubs (CHUBS) and 

other key preparedness and 

disaster ready networks’.

For more information 

www.facebook.com/

groups/431100262102216/ 

(Community Resilience Hub 

for SGB/NB/OS) or email 

sgbnboscrt@gmail.com.

From left, Russell Green (Newy Store), Tirza Abb (ThinkBlink Design) designer of the maps; 

and Murray Drechsler (Deputy Captain Billinudgel RFS). Photo Jeff ‘Perpetual Panic’ Dawson
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‘unwanted’ lewd behaviour 

on the beach around 2018, 

and police incident statistics 

for the area reflect that. 

‘I believe the majority 

of beach users at Tyagarah 

go there to enjoy the beach 

respectfully, and this has 

always been the case’. 

‘The statistics in the police 

report that has been pub-

lished proves this to be the 

case. We sincerely believe 

Tyagarah is a safe, respectful 

place, where the people in 

the community can enjoy 

clothes-optional bathing. 

‘There is a strong com-

munity of beach users who 

frequent the beach on a 

regular basis, they keep an 

eye on what happens on the 

beach. This community is the 

“happy place” for many, who 

often refer to each other as 

“family”. 

‘Many established, lasting 

friendships have come from 

this place. It is extremely sad 

to hear that NPWS want to 

take such a special thing from 

so many law-abiding, com-

munity-focused individuals. 

The NPWS have mentioned 

that Tyagarah clothing-

optional beach doesn’t fit in 

with their values. 

‘We are yet to find out 

what their values are! 

‘It honestly seems to me 

that the people who appear 

to be making all these 

allegations and have control 

of the fate of Tyagarah Beach 

are those who don’t actually 

frequent the beach. 

Problems elsewhere
‘Maybe they should start 

paying attention to all the 

other beaches in the shire, 

and problems associated 

there, instead of focusing all 

this negative energy on just 

one particular beach, a beach 

that remains one of the last 

alternative spaces for our 

community’, Mr James said.

‘I honestly think its 

discrimination. I also think 

it will be bad for Byron’s 

already waning reputation 

as an alternate, free-spirited 

destination’.

Dr Meritxell Jimenez 
Accomplished dentist, 
highly skilled in crown 

Dr Jimenez graduated from 
the International University of 
Catalonia in 2005, then obtained 
a master’s degree in Occlusion 
and Oral Rehabilitations from the 

In keeping with her specialist 
training, Dr Jimenez has a 
passion for digital smile design, 
implant restorations, and full 

She is compassionate, 
warm, and friendly, and 
provides exceptional care with 
her technical expertise and 

6687 2150
2/42 Byron Street, Bangalo w

bangalowholisticdentist.com.au
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Winter Whales swim raises $34k
One of Byron Shire’s biggest 

yearly events – The Byron 

Bay Winter Whales Ocean 

Swim – have announced the 

beneficiaries of their 2024 

fundraising efforts. 

The swim’s two events 

are held on the first Sunday 

in May, and attract novice 

and professional swimmers, 

young and old alike.

Co-organiser Phil Jarvis 

told The Echo, ‘Last Sunday, 

we gave away $34,000 to 

local charities at our presen-

tation day, raised from this 

year’s swim’.

‘Beneficiaries included 

the Byron Surf Club, Byron 

and Brunswick Marine 

Rescue, Suffolk Rural Fire 

Service, Byron Ambulance, 

Byron Herb Nursery, Dragons 

Abreast, Westpac Helicopter, 

Byron Youth Services, St. 

John’s First Aid, Night and 

Day Prostate Cancer Groups, 

Byron Sports Foundation 

and Byron Scouts. 

‘Thanks to our sponsors 

and supporters – start train-

ing for next year’s swim!’

For more info on the Winter 

Whales Ocean Swim visit 

byronbayoceanswim.com.au.

Some of the Byron Bay Winter Whales Ocean Swim crew: from left: AquaDoc, Souperman, 

Winemaker, Belly, Lucky, Doorman, Rutcho, Sir Reginald Feutril The Third, Chipper, Jeffro, 

and Migaloo. Photo Jeff ‘That’s My Real Name Too’ Dawson

‘No loss should be more regrettable to us 
than losing our time, for it’s irretrievable’

Councillors denounce hate speech and boycotts 

▶ Continued from page 1

Nudity to be banned at Tyagarah by NPWS

amended motion which was 

accepted by Cr Coorey.

The amendment removed 

any direct criticism of Israel 

and instead condemned ‘the 

loss of innocent lives on both 

sides of the conflict’.

‘Byron Council recognises 

the distress caused to mem-

bers of our community due 

to the attacks by Hamas on 

October 7, and the State of 

Israel’s response in Israel and 

Gaza,’ the motion stated.

‘[Council] accepts that it 

cannot possibly comprehend 

either the breadth or com-

plexity of the issue, or the 

suffering in Gaza and Israel, 

but expresses empathy for 

all those who are suffering.’

All members of the Byron 

Shire community were 

urged to ‘show understand-

ing and compassion’ toward 

each other. Council strongly 

condemned ‘any expression 

of hate or vilification of 

local residents of the Byron 

Shire, including the boycott 

of their businesses, due to 

their ethnic, religious or 

national origin’.

It also encouraged the 

‘prompt removal by Council 

staff of any racist graffiti in 

the Byron Shire.

‘I keep being told that we 

don’t need this. I’ve already 

been threatened with defa-

mation,’ Cr Coorey said.
‘Why am I being silenced? 
‘This community has a 

proud history of advocating 

for and standing up for 
peace. I think it’s important 
that we speak up on this.’

Cr Lyon said the expres-
sions of hatred within certain 
sections of the community 
needed to stop.

‘There is no excuse for 
vilification on the basis of 
race, ethnicity, religion or 

anything else,’ Cr Lyon said.
The amended motion ulti-

mately received unanimous 

support from councillors.

See David Heilpern’s 
comment on page 12.

NPWS will close the Clothing-Optional Area (COA) within 

Tyagarah Nature Reserve by August 30. Photo Jeff Dawson

▶ Continued from page 1
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clean linen.
clean karma. 

beaconlaundry.com.au  Mel, one of our first employees. She has 
recently been promoted and is now 
helping others get back to work at Beacon.

When you choose to do business with us, 
you are choosing more than clean sheets. 

Beacon is a new local commercial laundry 
and social enterprise that is driven by 
purpose, not profit. 

We exist to create jobs and a workplace 
where people from all backgrounds can thrive. 
We do this by offering a premium commercial 
laundry service right here in the heart of the 
Northern Rivers. 

If you're using an out-of-region laundry 
service, now is the time to switch to good. 

Captain Gary Spears, Deputy Captain, Matt Crisp, and firefighter, Shae Tripp. 
Photo Jeff ‘Pants On Fire’ Dawson

The NSW Labor government 
has allocated $8.2 million 
in its 2024–25 budget for a 
new Fire and Rescue NSW 
(FRNSW) station in Byron Bay.

As reported in last week’s 
Echo, local MP Tamara Smith 
(Greens) welcomed the 
announcement and thanked 
the local FRNSW members 
for their hard work in secur-
ing the money.

According to a NSW Labor 
media release, design of the 

new facility will start in the 
upcoming financial year, and 
‘will be informed by consulta-
tion with the Byron Bay crew’.

Additional space for stor-
age and new training areas 
for on-call crews are expected 
to be part of the design. 

The media release reads, 
‘The existing station is 46 
years old and has limited 
scope for expansion and 
modernisation’.

‘The new station will be 

designed to meet the needs 
of a diversifying firefighting 
workforce, and adhere to 
FRNSW’s ‘Clean Firefighter’ 
policy, separating work and 
cleaning areas. The Minns 
Labor government has also 
committed an additional 
$189.5 million in the 2024-25 
budget to guarantee the 
positions of 286 permanent 
firefighters, whose jobs were 
not previously funded on an 
ongoing basis.’

Council committee to work on Wallum’s TEC status 
A motion by Greens Cr Sarah 
Ndiaye was supported 
unanimously at last week’s 
Council meeting, which will 
give ‘in principle support 
for a nomination of wallum 
heath, including associated 
woodland and shrubland, 

as a Threatened Ecological 
Community (TEC)’.

The proposal was modified 
from the original, after staff 
raised concerns that there 
were no resources to under-
take the project. 

Staff’s suggestion was 

adopted, which was that 
Council’s Biodiversity Advisory 
Committee form a working 
group to complete the nomina-
tion form for submission to 
the Scientific Committee 
nominating wallum heath on 
Pleistocene sands as a TEC.

Have your say on flood planning
Hans Lovejoy

A planning instrument that 
guides development in 
floodplains is open for public 
comment, yet does not 
include the 2022 flood levels.

Council’s Development 
Control Plan (DCP) includes 
Chapter 2 for land affected 
by flood, with a new version 
of this chapter on exhibition 
until July 14. 

A DCP sits beneath the 
Local Environmental Plan 
(LEP) and expands on its 
development standards and 
controls.

Council staff say that 
some of the changes 
proposed would implement, 
‘where possible, relevant 
actions identified in the 
North Byron Floodplain Risk 
Management Study’.

That study was adopted 
in 2020, before the 

devastating 2022 floods.
The reason for the exhibi-

tion, say Council staff, is 
that, ‘Since 2021, the NSW 
government has introduced 
a number of policy and legis-
lative changes for assessing 
flood risk and considering 
flood-related constraints in 
land use planning’.  

Greens Cr Duncan Dey, 
who is also a flood engineer, 
is encouraging the public to 
make their voice heard over 
the DCP chapter. 

Computer modelling
He told The Echo that, 

‘Council could adopt an 
approach whereby develop-
ment adheres to what com-
puter modelling says, but also 
considered any big flood that 
occurred after the computer 
model was adopted. 

‘Council staff support 
this approach. The hurdle 

in doing this is councillor 
support’.

‘Staff have said in an 
email to a councillor that 
they could produce flood 
levels based on public 
information gathered from 
the 2022 event. All that is 
needed is a modest $10,000 
budget for computer model-
ling. This would iron out the 
community-supplied level 
information’.

‘The public can get 
these changes over the 
line, through the number of 
submissions’, he said.

‘The public can make a 
submission supporting this 
approach by finding Coun-
cil’s Your Say website page 
and saying they support 
the Floodplain Committee’s 
position, which is set out 
in the box under section 
2.1.8 of the exhibited draft 
chapter’. 

New Byron fire station afoot
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We will stand beside you, provide a shoulder to lean on, shelter you from
the stress, circumvent the delay and avoid the legal costs. We go further.

Byron Bay: 19/5 Easy St  Mullumbimby: 60 Stuart St
02 6694 3083  omearadental.com.au

Implants (full arch options)
Invisalign Go 

Cosmetic dentistry
Same day crowns, veneers and bridges  
Smile make overs (same day available)    

Snoring and sleep apnea devices  
General and family dentistry 

Safe amalgam removal
Root canal therapy

Tooth whitening

3D x-rays and treatment planning

Paul Bibby

A whale that was badly 

enmeshed in commercial 

fishing gear was freed off 

the coast of Evans Head 

earlier this month, follow-

ing a major community 

rescue effort.

The large humpback, 

which was entangled in thick 

rope and towing buoys, was 

first spotted on June 13 off 

Burewarra Point south of 

Batemans Bay.

Over the following 

week whale watchers, and 

members of whale conserva-

tion group ORCA, kept the 

authorities informed about 

the mammal’s slow progress 

up the coast.

On June 21, a rescue 

team from the Sea World 

Foundation managed to find 

the whale near Yamba, about 

an hour before sunset and 

attach a satellite tracking 

device.

‘We were out off the coast 

of Yamba, and we were lucky 

enough to stumble across it,’ 

the rescue team’s skipper, 

Andy Mulville, said.

‘Our main objective was 

to get one of our satellite 

trackers on it so we could 

hopefully come out the 

next day and find it during 

daylight.’

The crew found the 

whale the next morning and 

attached a large inflatable 

buoy to slow it down and 

keep it close to the surface.

‘Our process was to start 

at the front of the animal 

and move back, so we slowly 

moved down, removing the 

first line,’ Mr Mulville said.

‘Then we got a second 

line that was going along 

underneath and that was 

the last bit of line that was 

connected to four floats 

that had been dragging the 

whole time.

‘Instantly, when we got 

that off the whole swim 

pattern of the animal 

changed and it took off at 

about four-to-six knots. It was 

so good to see that happen.

‘That was one for the 

memory banks for sure.’ 

Mr Mulville acknowledged 

that a key part of the rescue 

was the diligent monitoring 

of the whale’s progress by 

community members along 

the length of the NSW coast.

He said that the fishing 

gear attached to the whale 

bore the name of a commer-

cial fishing vessel that had 

been reported to authorities.

NSW residents who 

find a whale, dolphin, seal 

or dugong in distress are 

encouraged to call ORCA 

Rescue and Research on 

02 9415 3333.

Applications are now open for 

the Santos Organics Grow the 

Growers Project, which sup-

ports farmers transitioning 

their farm to certified organic.

Paula Williams from 

Santos says, ‘Thanks to 

Ingrained Foundation fund-

ing, Santos Organics will pro-

vide a total of $17,000 funding 

to Northern Rivers farmers 

during 2024-25 to support 

organic agriculture and food 

security for the region.’

‘Santos Organics is offer-

ing financial support for up 

to four farms to initiate and 

maintain organic certifica-

tion. Successful applicants 

will receive a portion of the 

$6,000 allocated to this 

round of funding (dependent 

on meeting the selection 

criteria) to go towards cover-

ing the costs of certification. 

‘These farmers will also 

receive  support to supply 

Santos Organics stores 

and potentially other local 

markets’. 

For more info, visit www.

santosorganics.com.au/pages/

supporting-local-growers.

A member of the Sea World Foundation rescue team helps 

to free a large humpback whale off the coast of Evans Head. 

Photo Sea World Foundation
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• Made in part from renewable plant-based ingredients
• Manufactured locally in Australia
• Chemical-free cleaning with just cold water
• No tropical treatment is needed

Triextra Carpet is an eco-friendly 
stain-resistant carpet that is perfect 

for your active household!

Heritage-listed Bangalow property 
approved as wedding venue
Paul Bibby

Having an outdoor wedding 

venue next to a cemetery 

might seem a strange union at 

first glance. But perhaps in the 

case of Bangalow’s Hinterland 

House, it will turn out to be a 

match made in heaven.

That certainly seemed to 

be the view of a majority of 

Byron councillors last week, 

when they gave the owners 

of the iconic heritage-listed 

property permission to host 

weddings and other events 

on the site, despite the fact 

that it is located next to the 

Bangalow Cemetery.

Council staff recom-

mended that the heritage 

house was not a suitable 

location for an outdoor wed-

ding venue, but councillors 

disagreed, voting to approve 

its use for this purpose by a 

vote of five to two.

The venue now has per-

mission to run outdoor wed-

dings and other events for up 

to 150 people until 2027.

It will be bound by a 

series of conditions, includ-

ing that only 20 events can 

be held per year and that 

each must adhere to strict 

noise and access rules.

‘I don’t see any good 

reason to knock this back,’ 

said Independent Cr Alan 

Hunter, who moved the 

motion to approve the 

application. 

He said, ‘It’s a beautiful 

spot, it’s a glorious building. I 

think it’s a good use of it and 

an opportunity to enhance 

the Byron brand.’

Council staff had argued 

that having busloads of 

wedding guests travelling 

through a place of com-

memoration and mourning 

represented a significant 

land use conflict with nega-

tive social consequences.

There would also be 

potential noise impacts on 

neighbouring residential 

properties, they said.

It was clear at the meeting 

that at least some within the 

Bangalow community shared 

these concerns.

‘I think Council’s decision 

becomes a matter of respect-

ing elders past and present,’ 

local resident, Ian Holmes, 

told the meeting, referring to 

the first white families who 

lived on the land. 

‘Many of the descendants 

of the pioneering families 

are still buried in the cem-

etery. Resting in peace is a 

basic right.’

But Matt Walker, a town 

planning consultant assisting 

Hinterland House’s owners 

said there was unlikely to be 

a significant conflict.

‘There are approximately 

13 funerals a year [at the 

cemetery], which occur 

randomly during the week 

and rarely on weekends, so 

the chances of a clash would 

be very limited,’ Mr Walker 

told the meeting.

Mr Walker also pointed out 

that, since Council included 

a specific clause relating to 

temporary events in its LEP 

three years ago, only one 

other site had been approved 

as a wedding venue.

A majority of councillors 

voted in favour, including 

Deputy Mayor Sarah Ndiaye 

(Greens), Alan Hunter 

(Independent), Mark Swivel 

(Independent), and Peter 

Westheimer (Independent).

Greens councillor Duncan 

Dey and Independent Cate 

Coorey voted against.
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discover the jewel of byron

Open 7 days per week, 10am — 5pm
81 Monet Drive, Mullumbimby, NSW 2482

Home to the world’s largest natural crystals where you can sit in an ancient amethyst cave.
Wander the tranquil Shambhala Gardens, enjoy breathtaking views,

delicious lunch and Crystal Sound Healing.

Security guards, arrests and a Wallum tea party
Staff reporters

Last week, the developer 

of the contentious Wallum 

urban housing estate in 

Brunswick Heads stepped up 

their security, erected new 

fencing and dismantled the 

Save Wallum welcome hut.  

Yet protesters, whose 

ongoing blockade has 

prevented Clarence Property 

from commencing works, say 

‘the sacred fire still burns, 

and the vigil continues 24/7 

on the site’.

At about 5am on June 26, 

around 40 private security 

guards, several of whom 

sported full-face coverings, 

descended on the vigil.

Wallum is known to con-

tain threatened ecological 

communities (TEC).

In response, the Save 

Wallum community action 

group quickly rallied, with 

over 100  protectors coming 

to the site.

Lock-on arrest
Thirty-three-year-old 

Ocean Shores resident, 

Maria, locked onto a vehicle 

at the access point to the 

Wallum site for around four 

hours. After police arrived, 

Maria was arrested, taken 

to Byron Police Station and 

charged with remaining on 

inclosed lands and hindering 

a police officer.

She said, ‘As a bush 

regenerator, I am compelled 

to act in the protection of 

sacred land and endangered 

species. The community 

will continue their efforts to 

protect Wallum’. 

Detective Chief Inspector, 

Matt Kehoe, of the Tweed 

Byron Police told The Echo, 

‘I think the protesters have 

been compliant and respect-

ful. Obviously, where we 

have complaints of criminal 

events being committed, 

from either side, they will be 

investigated.’ 

Simon Kennedy, CEO 

of Clarence Property said 

in a statement, ‘We are 

committed to maintaining 

the integrity and security of 

the site as we proceed with 

development plans for this 

final stage of the Bayside 

Brunswick residential 

community’.

Save Wallum campaigner, 

Lisa Sandstrom, said, ‘We 

invite everyone to come 

down to visit Wallum and 

see what is at stake here, 

and join the campaign to 

save this last one per cent 

of wallum heath in the 

Byron Shire’.

In response to recent statements by Clarence Property CEO, Simon Kennedy, labelling the 

Save Wallum protesters as a ‘sophisticated extremist group’, a sophisticated high tea party 

was hosted at the site. Photo Jeff ‘I’ll Have Mine Neat And On The Rocks, Thanks’ Dawson

On Saturday, June 22, Mul-

lumbimby Rotary celebrated 

their 75th anniversary, at a 

well-attended event. Guests 

included members of various 

community groups, the 

town’s chamber of com-

merce, and the mayor.

Rotary’s Susan Stirton 

told The Echo, ‘The evening’s 

entertainment was provided 

by local talent Ray Essery, 

and attendees enjoyed remi-

niscing about Mullumbimby 

Rotary’s many achievements 

since its inception in 1949’. 

‘The event also show-

cased memorabilia spanning 

the organisation’s 75-year 

history. It was a memorable 

and enjoyable occasion for 

all who attended’.

Nerida Dean and Susan Stirton cut the cake. Photo supplied

Mullum Rotary 
celebrates 75
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“I didn’t know 
I could be a
Foster Carer”

Most people are a bit unsure 
about who can be a Foster Carer. 
The truth is, there is not just one 
type of Foster Carer.

Find out more at  
allambicare.org.au/foster-care

Plastic Free July returns
Back in July 2016, Mullum 

Cares and the Plastic Free 

Byron coalition took on 

single-use plastics in Byron 

Shire, and the community 

rallied with their support. 

Sasha Mainsbridge from 

Mullum Cares told The Echo, 

‘We leveraged the Plastic Free 

July movement and, by 2017, 

everyone had a keep cup and 

a refillable water bottle’. 

‘Most local shops ditched 

plastic bags, straws and 

cutlery, long before the state 

plastic bans came into force 

in 2018. It felt like we could 

stop worrying about our take 

away habits. 

‘Then Covid hit, and the 

widespread “switch” to 

single-use compostables 

seemed to reverse much of 

our hard work. 

‘These items were allowed 

in our green bins, and while 

the hardcore waste warriors 

weren’t fans, most people 

were happy to see these con-

venience items having a good  

end-of-life as compost. 

PFAS found 
‘Then, PFAS was found to 

be in many of these items, 

and now they are all des-

tined for landfill. As ruled by 

the EPA, they are toxic, and 

we should all want to avoid 

them. 

‘Byron Shire Council is 

addressing the issue by 

phasing out many single-use 

items from their operations 

and the halls and lands they 

manage. 

‘To ease the transition, 

they are providing support to 

many local events including 

markets’. 

Ms Mainsbridge is inviting 

the community to support 

Plastic Free July.

‘Our local markets need 

practical support from the 

community that loves them.  

‘Remember to take your 

BYO kits, and lessen the 

burden on the markets 

to supply and manage 

reusables. 

‘We are working with the 

Bruns and Mullum Com-

munity Markets, and the new 

Mullum Flea Market, to trial 

reusables during July and 

August. 

 ‘So whether you BYO, or 

are happy to offer a donation 

for using the market’s reusa-

bles, we hope you can come 

along and be a part of this 

change that will benefit us all 

and future generations.’

Indonesian food vendor, Ini Bali Vegan. 
Photo Melinda Andreas
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Should Mullum’s water supply remain locally-sourced?
Hans Lovejoy

The Echo asked mayoral can-

didates Cr Sarah Ndiaye and 

Mayor Michael Lyon what 

their position is with Mul-

lum’s future water supply, 

and ‘Why the community 

should trust the integrity of 

this process, given the optics 

around consultant conflict 

of interest, and staff not 

answering questions from 

committee members with 

engineering expertise?’

Public submissions have 

closed on whether Mullum-

bimby should retain its water 

supply from Lavertys Gap 

Weir in Wilsons Creek, or, as 

Council staff and consultant 

Hydrosphere recommend, 

abandon that in favour of 

entirely sourcing the town’s 

water from utility Rous Water.

Water and Sewer Advisory 

Committee (WSAC) members 

have previously outlined the 

questions they say remain 

unanswered by staff, and 

say the process is mired in 

a non-pecuniary conflict of 

interest by the consultant 

who supplied advice to both 

Rous and Council.  

Committee members 

said of the perceived 

conflict that the consultant, 

‘recommends to Rous that 

it find new sources to satisfy 

growing demand. Then it 

recommends to Byron that it 

close down Lavertys Gap and 

connect to Rous, thus adding 

demand’. 

Cr Lyon replied, ‘I will 

await the results of the con-

sultation and the debate on 

the day before making a final 

decision, but there would 

have to be a pretty good case 

made for another option 

than permanent connection, 

given that it scored best on 

social, environmental and 

financial grounds.

‘I have heard the conflict 

of interest conversation, I 

think it is a bit ridiculous, 

given Rous don’t give a stuff 

whether we connect or not. 

‘More to the point, no-one 

has pointed out anything 

wrong with the analysis done 

by Hydrosphere. Not on the 

costings, or any other matter. 

That is telling’. 

The mayor’s comments 

are at odds with Greens 

councillor candidate, and 

water engineer, Elia Hauge, 

who provided The Echo with 

her unanswered questions 

over the strategy.

 They included why no 

updated hydrological and cli-

mate models were included, 

and why different criteria 

were used at the long list and 

short list options phases. 

She said, ‘the criteria 

selected placed less emphasis 

on environment at the long 

list stage than at the short 

list, potentially skewing the 

outcome of the assessment’.

Experts vs experts
The mayor continued, 

‘Staff have spent two years 

engaging with the committee 

on this, and they disagree. 

They are also experts and 

they have an independent 

expert report outlining a 

recommendation based on a 

triple bottom line analysis. 

‘I am yet to hear anything, 

other than having diversity 

of supply, to justify the other 

options’.

Cr Sarah Ndiaye told The 
Echo, ‘As Chair of the Water 

and Sewer Advisory Commit-

tee, and as a councillor on 

Rous, I welcome discussions 

on the future of Mullum-

bimby’s water supply. I live in 

Mullum and drink water from 

our historic Lavertys Gap 

– it’s the best-tasting water 

around. If possible, I would 

love for our ‘Biggest Little 

Town’, to continue supplying 

its own water, but there are 

some real challenges’. 

‘There are complexities 

with Lavertys Gap, particu-

larly around its heritage 

listing. It’s very hard to service 

and repair an existing piece 

of infrastructure that is still 

being utilised when it has a 

heritage order on it. We need 

to be able to have these con-

versations well in advance, 

because water is not some-

thing we can do without. 

‘There is the opportu-

nity for some improved 

environmental outcomes 

if environmental flows are 

restored to the lower part of 

the catchment. 

‘What’s missing from the 

discussion is detailed infor-

mation about the potential 

for off-stream storage. I would 

like some more information, 

particularly around cost and 

what alternatives are possi-

ble, so that people can make 

an informed choice’. 

‘Regarding claims by 

WSAC members there is 

a perceived conflict of 

interest with the consultant 

providing reports to both 

Rous and Council, Cr Ndiaye 

said, ‘I’m not concerned it 

would impact the outcome. 

There are processes in place 

to evaluate whether there 

is a conflict of interest, and 

Council does not set that 

framework’. 

NAIDOC week features local 

 Nine unique short films 

from talented First Nations 

filmmakers will be screened 

July 9 at the Byron Theatre 

as part of this year’s NAIDOC 

theme, ‘Keep The Fire Burn-

ing! Blak, Loud And Proud’.

Organisers say three of 

the films from the Flickerfest 

Indigenous Spotlight 

program are from Northern 

Rivers creative teams. 

Djalubuyan Nahra, shot in 

New Brighton and across the 

Northern Rivers, is described 

as a moving personal family 

drama by award-winning 

local First Nations filmmaker 

Jahvis Loveday and a talented 

young crew. 

It tells the poignant true 

story of his little sister, Nahra, 

returning to country. 

Also on the bill is anima-

tion Duwarra Wujarra, winner 

of Best Australian animation 

at Flickerfest 2024, and 

created by Eltham animation 

director, Brent McKee and 

animator Craig Martin. 

The third locally-pro-

duced film is Coming Home 

Cabbage Tree Island, which 

is a contemporary post-flood 

story from One Vision Pro-

ductions and the Cabbage 

Tree Island community.

Doors open at 5.30pm. 

For more info visit https://

tinyurl.com/mr258j99.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

MULLUMBIMBY SHOWGROUND

FESTIVAL WEEKEND  4 - 6 October

EARLY BIRD TICKETS NOW ON SALE!

NATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAM   29 September - 3 October

NATIONALCIRCUSFESTIVAL.COM
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Byron Bay, there’s a new way to skill up
With purpose-built facilities supported by mobile 
training units, the Byron Bay Connected Learning 
Centre offers a range of certificates, diplomas and 
short courses to give you real skills for real jobs.

Enrol now for Semester 2, 2024

 + Entrepreneurship & New Small Business
 + Leadership & Management
 + Work Health & Safety
 + Horticulture
 + Mental Health
 + Food Safety Supervision Skill Set

RTO 90003 | CRICOS 00591E | HEP PRV12049

131 601tafensw.edu.au

North Coast News

877 sea turtles 
hatchlings in the 
2023-24 season

From New Brighton in the 

north to Diamond Beach 

on the Mid Coast, it’s 

been a bumper 2023-24 

sea turtle nesting season 

which saw an incredible 

877 sea turtles hatched 

successfully on NSW 

beaches.

Appeal for assistance 
after teenage girl 
approached – Evans 
Head

Police are appealing for 

information and footage 

after a teenage girl was 

approached at Evans 

Head.

Creating a haven for 
Lismore’s youth

Lismore has limited 

opportunities for young 

people and winners of 

ABC Takeover Lismore 

from the May leadership 

summit are collaborating 

with Lismore City Council 

to launch a transformative 

new initiative for local 

youth: High Schoolers 

Haven. 

Social and affordable 
housing – how can 
Tweed Council meet 
the need?

Without action by 2041 it 

is estimated up to 4,885 

dwellings will be required 

to meet the increasing 

need for social and 

affordable housing in 

Tweed Shire. 

News from across the 
North Coast online 

www.echo.net.au

www.echo.net.au

Aslan Shand

Visitors to the Ballina Shire 

and the Northern Rivers con-

tacted The Echo questioning 

the reason they have been 

excluded from the Flat Rock 

Tent Park between Lennox 

Head and Ballina. 

Lyndell and Bruce Redpath 

said they had been visiting 

Flat Rock for six years, book-

ing a year ahead, when 

they were contacted by the 

managers and told they could 

no longer access the facility 

with their camper trailer.

‘We find it difficult to 

understand that large buses, 

expedition trucks and motor 

homes such as Winnebagos 

continue to be allowed 

which do not reflect tent 

type accommodation, yet we 

aren’t allowed in,’ said Bruce.

‘There appears to be dis-

crimination against one type 

of accommodation (our vehi-

cle which is self-contained 

and smaller than large buses, 

expedition trucks and motor 

homes such as Winnebagos).’

Not a ‘tent only’ site
Flat Rock Tent Park is 

owned by Ballina Shire Coun-

cil (BSC) and managed on its 

behalf by on-site managers. It 

is totally unpowered and pro-

vides back-to-basics camping. 

‘Flat Rock Tent Park is, by 

its name and nature a “tent 

park” and has an “Approval 

to Operate” under Section 68 

of the Local Government Act 

1993,’ explained a spokesper-

son for Ballina Shire Council. 

‘The Flat Rock Tent Park 

approval does not permit 

caravans, pop top caravans 

or hybrid versions of this 

form of accommodation.’

Another former visitor to 

Flat Rock Tent Park, Ian Ban-

nister, has also written to BSC 

asking them to reconsider 

their policy as it is currently 

‘confusing’. 

‘A suggestion: rather than 

decide one camper can stay 

and another can’t, set a 

maximum vehicle size of eight 

metres length. The park use 

will be increased as will the 

income.’

 Read full story in The Echo 
online at: www.echo.net.au.

Aslan Shand

Concerns have been raised 

over the impact of the trucks 

brought onto the beach at 

Gawandii Beach at Shaws 

Bay by fisher people during 

the mullet run.

Responding to concerns 

local fisherman told The 
Echo that they, along with 

other users like NSW Marine 

Rescue, take care with the 

way they access the beach, 

and that safety and manag-

ing the environment are key 

parts of this process. 

The mullet run is an 

annual two-month event 

and the zone the local fisher 

people work across runs from 

Evans Head to the south wall 

at Tweed Heads, and Shaws 

Bay is part of this recognised 

hauling ground under NSW 

state government legislation. 

‘The run begins in Eden 

and runs up the coast to 

Bundaberg with about 

two months in each zone,’ 

explained Skipper Tony 

Bobeldyk. ‘This year we have 

caught around 50-60 tonnes 

of mullet.’ 

The mullet fishing has 

been taking place in its 

current format since around 

1930, explained Mr Mario 

Puglisi, Chairman – Ballina 

Fishermens Co-operative 

(BFC) Ltd and mullet crew 

fisherman. 

‘This track from the 

carpark to the beach is the 

one we have used for the 

last three to four years. 

Previously we have used the 

access track at the other end 

of the beach where the old 

Missingham Bridge is. That 

was before 2017 when the 

access track at the carpark 

end had an almost 10ft drop 

because of the way the sand 

had moved on the beach.’

Cameron Bobeldyk, who 

works with his father Tony 

during the mullet run season, 

said, ‘Yes there are tracks on 

the beach when we bring the 

trucks down to collect the 

catch but they are washed 

away at the next high tide.’

Dunes damaged
One of the key concerns 

of the Tuckombil Landcare 

Group who have been working 

on the area for the past three 

years was the damage done 

at the old Missingham Bridge 

end of the beach. The mullet 

crew have agreed with Ballina 

Council that they will not use 

that access again this year. 

‘We are not “hoons” or 

“lazy”,’ they told The Echo. 

‘The environment is some-

thing we are very aware of 

and we depend on. We have 

assisted with financial con-

tributions to the fish ladder 

at Casino, we’ve helped fix 

up the weir, and provided 

money to OzFish for a water 

quality monitor device. We 

prefer it when people come 

and talk to us directly.’

Mario said that they have 

always had a good relation-

ship with people who use the 

beach in the past. 

‘We have good public 

relations, people are always 

coming over to talk to us 

about what we are doing,’ he 

explained. 

 Read full story in The Echo 
online at: www.echo.net.au.

Kingscliff’s Fay Gleave, 

known as ‘Mother Fay’, was 

recognised recently when a 

footway that connects Viking 

Street with Gibson Street 

was named in her honour.

The Kingscliff resident 

was a true champion of the 

community and loved by all 

she encountered in her posi-

tion at St John Ambulance 

NSW, where she co-founded 

the Kingscliff Brigade in 1985 

and served the community 

for many years. She was 

passionate about educating 

both young and old in the 

basics of first aid.

Mayor Cherry said Fay 

was an icon not only for the 

Kingscliff community but 

across the Tweed.

‘Fay’s devotion to 

promoting such important 

knowledge as first aid and 

her passion for encouraging 

all age groups to learn the 

skills was admirable,’ Cr 

Cherry said.

 Read full story in The Echo 
online at: www.echo.net.au.

Cameron Bobeldyk, Mario Puglisi, and Skipper Tony 

Bobeldyk at Sahws Bay. Photo Aslan Shand

Bruce and Lyndell Redpath at Flat Rock Tent Park. Photo supplied

Mayor Chris Cherry and Deputy Mayor Meredith Dennis 

joined friends, family and members of the Kingscliff 

community who came out in force to celebrate the opening 

of Fay Walk in Kingscliff. Photo supplied
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In one of the biggest 

and experts across 
four botanical-themed 

one new stage called 

Showground from 
– August.

Gala event
At the festival gala hosted by ABC 
The Book Club high 

deliver powerful and entertaining 

‘From the ground up’. Featuring 

new ABC Radio Late Night Live host 
Four Corners investiga-

-

South Sea Islander journalist Amy 
See some of the brightest 

minds of the festival in one night.

-

and Georgian author Leo Vardi-

‘living eulogies’ produced by fel-
low ABC Book Club

-

Literary luminaries

writers longlisted for this year’s 

Charlotte Wood (Stone Yard Devo-
tional

(Edenglassie The Age
of the Year Award-winner Tony 

-
ary Award-winning Irish novelist 

The Alternatives
and Dark Emu and Black Duck

Imperial Harvest.

Environment in focus
Deep Water
will deliver the annual Thea Astley 
Address on the wonder and plight 

presenter Jan Fran for an intimate 
evening conversation. In a festival 

-
melovs investigates how the Aus-
tralian fossil fuel industry learned 

into all facets of public life in his 
Slick -

entist Joëlle Gergis addresses the 
urgency for government action in 

.

Politics and media
Global politics will be comprehen-
sively covered with Balcony Over 
Jerusalem 

(The Forever War

(Tomorrow Someone Will Arrest You

will be explored by Young Rupert
Crikey

Moving memoirs
-

grief in a new memoir My Brother 
Jaz
Kate Ceberano reveals her life in 
music in Unsung

journey to heal her trauma using 
Sassafras. Footy fans are 

opportunity to see AFL legend 

My Story.
Food lovers will be welcomed 

Philox-
enia
recipes for connecting to Country 

Karkalla at Home.

Nourish your mind and fill 
your creative cup at this year’s big 

www.byronwritersfestival.com.

Byron Writers Festival ticket guide

 byronwritersfestival.com.

3-Day Pass

perfect choice to fully immerse yourself in a 
stellar program and experience all that the 

1-Day Pass
A 1-Day Pass gives you access to all the 
sessions in the main festival program on 

That’s more than 33 different sessions 
depending on which day you choose. It’s the 
best choice if you have limited time but still 

experience.

Youth Pass
A new Youth Pass is now available every day 

There is so much to discover and enjoy 

you access to everything that’s on in all six 
venues on your chosen day as well as food 

Kids Big Day Out Pass Feature Events, Workshops 
and Satellite Events

Parking

along with your festival pass. We encourage 

free shuttle bus service. 

The festival keynote gala ‘From the ground up’ will feature (pictured) Yumna Kassab, David Marr, 

Louise Milligan, Amy McQuire, Chigozie Obioma, Jennifer Byrne.

2024 Writers Festival brings big names 
to the Bangalow Showground

Photo: Kate Holmes
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Meditations, as penned by 

Roman Emperor, Marcus 

Aurelius, is the perfect antidote 

for those overwhelmed by 

life’s constant distractions and 

instant gratifications.

Aurelius apparently wrote his 

personal diary in Koine Greek 

between 170-180 AD, and never 

intended them to be published. 

For around 700 years after his 

death, the work went unmen-

tioned until around 900AD.

The Dark Ages were so called, 

not because of the lack of elec-

tricity, but because Europeans 

became a fairly unenlightened 

lot after the fall of Rome.  

Similar to the Bible, Medita-

tions was translated throughout 

the centuries.

Thankfully, Byzantine 

scholars preserved Meditations

through the Middle Ages, 

before the first edition (editio 

princeps) was published in Latin 

by German scholar Wilhelm 

Xylander in around 1558. 

It was then translated into 

English by another scholar, 

Meric Casaubon, in 1634.

The wisdom of Aurelius is 

drawn from Stoicism, a school 

of Hellenistic philosophy that 

originated in Ancient Greece 

and Rome around 300 BC. 

Zeno of Citium (born 334 BC) 

was its founder, and his inspira-

tion is believed to have origi-

nated from the Cynics, whose 

founding father, Antisthenes, 

had been a disciple of Socrates. 

Socrates was also Plato’s teacher.

Some of the Stoic doctrines 

include virtue being the high-

est good, and sufficient for 

happiness. 

The Stoics also believed that 

practising wisdom, justice, cour-

age, and self-control leads to a 

well-lived life, and that we should 

focus on what is within our con-

trol, and accept what is not. 

And there was a hint of 

hippy love and mung beans in 

the ancient Stoics, given they 

thought all humans deserved 

respect as fellow citizens of the 

cosmos. Stoics promoted ideas 

of universal brotherhood and 

cosmopolitanism.

Given Meditations precedes 

the mountain of terrible self-

help books that now pollute the 

planet, it remains refreshingly 

direct: 

‘You always own the option of 

having no opinion. There is never 

any need to get worked up or to 

trouble your soul about things 

you can’t control.’

‘The happiness of your life 

depends upon the quality of 

your thoughts.’

Hans Lovejoy, editor

News tips are welcome: 

editor@echo.net.au

C ouncil passed a rather messy 

but nevertheless important 

motion last week on Gaza 

and Israel. 

The motion captures the key 

points – end the siege, return the 

hostages, respect international 

law, sanction those who breach it, 

support the UN, condemn all civilian 

deaths and ceasefire now.  

You can see why the Zionists 

were horrified. Predictably, the word 

‘antisemitism’ was utilised by public 

speakers against. Those expressing 

support for Council’s motion (like me) 

copped a barrage of such claims. To 

suggest that any councillors, speak-

ing with such heart, were supporting 

antisemitism is way beyond the pale. 

Let’s get back to basics. There is a 

war between Israel and Hamas. Israel 

specifically identifies as a Jewish 

state. Israel has non-Jewish citizens, 

and a token few serve in the armed 

forces, but that’s what it calls itself. 

All members of the war cabinet are 

Jewish, the flag is a Star of David, and 

citizenship is open to every Jew in the 

world. Not my cup of tea, but lovely to 

feel eternally welcomed. 

Antisemitism is prejudice against, 

or hatred of, Jews. So, is it possible 

to criticise Israel, the Jewish state, 

without being antisemitic? Of course. 

To chant ‘from the river to the sea’, 

even if it means that the Jewish state 

be dismantled, is not antisemitic. 

It is absurd to cloak yourself as 

a nation in a religion, and then say 

if you take issue with our actions or 

policies you are bigots. 

The overwhelming evidence now 

is that Israel is guilty of genocide. 

I have hesitated to come to this 

terminology, but the facts don’t lie. 

Israel of course denies this, but claims 

that although they are killing citizens, 

because their intent is only to hunt 

Hamas operatives, it is not genocide. 

Israel says that they are not blocking 

food from entering Gaza, but instead 

doing their best to feed civilians with-

out supporting terrorists. 

Both these arguments are false. 

Israel can defend itself without carpet 

bombing the entire place, and civilian 

deaths be damned. Excessive self-

defence is not self-defence. Reckless 

killing is just as illegal as deliberate 

killing. Famine is, and always was, 

avoidable. Never in my lifetime have 

people on such a scale been hemmed 

in, starved, and then massacred 

in such a way. I was born after the 

Warsaw Ghetto, but only by 20 years. 

The international legal bodies 

Amnesty and Doctors Without 

Borders making declarations against 

Israeli actions are independent, and 

are not antisemitic. 

Further, muddying the waters is 

the moving definitional feast of anti-

semitism from the Zionist lobby. 

One minute it was antisemitic to 

be calling for a ceasefire, but when 

our leaders did, then suddenly it was 

not. Then it was antisemitic to call 

for a cessation of the attack in Raffa, 

but now that government ministers 

have done that the claim falls away. 

And then the ICC and the ICJ are anti-

semitic, until the government states 

that they respect these courts and all 

nations must follow their rulings. 

It is just so discombobulating to be 

an antisemite one moment, and then 

just a self-hating Jew the next. 

When otherwise intelligent and 

reasonable people engage in irra-

tionality, the source is almost always 

trauma. The shadow of the Holocaust, 

triggered by October 7, is understand-

ably deep, raw and multigenerational. 

However, reasons are not excuses. 

Israel claims that it is being held to 

standards that no other country is, and 

that this is because of antisemitism. 

Really – if there is inconsistency in 

reactions to international misdeeds 

then that is a point well made, but to 

jump to the worst possible motive is 

glaringly disingenuous.  

So, has there been a rise in anti-

semitism in Australia? 

First, we have to discount all the 

anti-Israel commentary which only 

very rarely strays into antisemitism. 

Secondly, we have to markdown the 

moving feast discussed above. 

Third, it is understandable that 

some commentary inadvertently 

crosses the Israel/Jewish divide. But 

all that aside, I have no doubt that 

there has been an increase. Nazis, 

some religious extremists and other 

odds and sods will no doubt capitalise 

on the current blurred lines to spread 

their poison. Criminal attacks on indi-

viduals or local businesses have been 

reported and are deplored. 

For myself, the only angst I have 

received has been from Zionist groups 

and supporters. I have spoken at 

pro-Palestinian and peace rallies and 

forums and fundraisers as openly 

of Jewish heritage, and have been 

warmly welcomed and respected by all 

– even those who disagreed with my 

learning curve and blinkered stance on 

some issues. I have learned so much. 

For me, I am heartened by Council’s 

motion and grateful there are so many 

Jews speaking out against Israel’s 

actions in Gaza, including at the Coun-

cil meeting itself. For example, two of 

the advisory panel members for the 

ICC warrant application are leading 

Jewish lawyers and are brilliant. 

I take solace from Australian 

organisations like New Israel Fund 

and Jewish Voices for Peace in the US. 

Many leaders of, and participants 

in, the university protests are openly 

Jewish young people. They are brave. 

Friday nights with the family must 

be tense. 

The Zionist community would be 

well served by using the term ‘antise-

mitic’ sparingly, if at all. 

It is an insult to all those whose 

family died as a result of real antisem-

itism, and it does not aid their cause.

All this reminds me of man of 

Asian descent when I refused bail 

after he was caught red-handed kill-

ing his partner. ‘You racist’ he called 

as he was led away. 

David Heilpern is Dean of Law at 

SCU and a former magistrate.
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Light up 
Through you, I (and no doubt 

many others) thank Jeff 

Dawson for the beautiful 

picture, ‘Nina and her pocket 

sand dragon’ (Echo, 19 June).

The joy on the littlie’s 

face lights up the world. Her 

parents must be thrilled by 

the immortalisation. 

J Rose 

Mullumbimby

Housing revolution
Why are we seeing houses 

for over $1,000 a week in 

rent when, according to the 

Census, the median house-

hold income for locals is 

$1,345? What local can afford 

this? The rentals in the area 

could be capped to suit the 

income of the area.

All entire-home Airbnbs 

could be returned to the 

long-term rental market. 

Airbnb houses in residential 

areas would then be homes 

for families to live in, like 

they were built for. We are in 

a housing crisis and we need 

shelter for local families. 

We need homes to be full of 

locals, not tourists, so that 

we have the workers to run 

the town. Locals run the ser-

vices, cafes and restaurants 

that serve the locals and 

visitors. Visitors could stay 

in licensed accommodation 

where there are teams of 

local staff benefitting from 

those jobs.

One third of Mullumbimby 

homes sat empty on Census 

night. People can’t afford the 

basic need of shelter and yet 

a few rich people own many 

homes in the area and leave 

them empty to benefit from 

negative gearing. They don’t 

care about the locals. With 

caps on home ownership we 

could drive down demand for 

investment properties, and 

bring down house prices. 

Why are we allowing 

investors to buy up all the 

properties and rent them 

out for extortionate prices 

that locals can’t afford? It is 

ruining the town. 

 Did we not learn to share 

in preschool? 

Sheri Buob

Mullumbimby

Julian Assange
My concern is Credlin’s take 

on Sky News regarding 

Julian Assange. Our ‘good 

son’ has come home.

My concern is our MPs, 

where do they stand? So I 

called them. No comments.

We are Julian’s local 

community, there are 

thousands of us. We welcome 

our brother home. At the 

moment he’s still not safe. 

There is a Crowdfunder to 

help him pay for the plane 

that cost $780,000. Please let 

us ask our local communities 

to welcome Julian home here 

in the future and to celebrate 

his courageous life for truth.

Lynne Edmondson

Tasmania

Tweed community 
not mugs
The Coalition councillors 

kicked off their Tweed Coun-

cil election campaign eight 

months ago with Council 

meetings as the stage for 

their theatrics, particularly 

attacking our mayor (along 

with their media and 

socials). A key platform used 

again is legal costs, blaming 

our mayor.

The councillors  staging 

this show are treating our 

Tweed community as mugs 

when the formal records 

speak the facts and truth.

The Legal Services 

Register Report presented 

to councillors at last week’s 

Council meeting shows for 

the 13 items when Council 

‘initiated legal services’ ten 

were a unanimous vote (one 

item three councillors were 

absent), and three were a 

6:1 vote.

These councillors fail to 

acknowledge the legal costs 

also include general legal 

services required for manag-

ing the multi-million-dollar 

Council operations – or 

maybe they don’t under-

stand the lawful regulations/

requirements of such exten-

sive operations?

Of note, at the meeting 

last month, a review of a 

refusal of a development 

was further recommended 

for refusal due to a long list 

of failures to comply with 

regulations. However, two 

of these same councillors 

moved that legal advice be 

sought, with that legal advice 

reaffirming the recom-

mended refusal. Also of note 

is Cr Polglase defended the 

legal costs under his helm in 

2010 when legal costs passed 

the $1m mark.

So, councillors please 

explain to the good people 

of our shire how are the legal 

costs the fault of our mayor?

Further, these same 

councillors preach that staff 

recommendations should be 

supported – but then when it 

suits they vote against staff 

recommendations!

Having attended Council 
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meetings for more than 25 

years I have witnessed some 

poor behaviour, including 

the period prior to the sack-

ing of councillors.

However, the perfor-

mances over recent months 

have been some of the worst, 

and our shire deserves so 

much more than simple polit-

ical point-scoring – taking the 

theatrics to a whole new level 

of a horror show.

Lindy Smith

Tweed Heads

Wallum
When will so-called ‘Greens’ 

learn how to think for 

themselves and stop having 

their chains yanked by 

alarmist campaigns? Wallum 

is a piffle, a distraction and 

a waste of time. That a few 

miles of coastal scrub mostly 

surrounded by develop-

ment should ever be more 

important than vast tracts 

of pristine wilderness is not 

only a complete inversion of 

priority but a classic example 

of failing to see the forest for 

the trees. 

If looks could kill they 

probably will in what is set 

to be an unfolding environ-

mental tragedy; the clearing, 

levelling, bulldozing and 

dynamiting of wilderness to 

make way for what will ulti-

mately be giant wind farm 

graveyards and solar array 

deserts once full of vibrant 

wildlife and beauty. Decades 

of fighting to preserve such 

treasures are set to be for-

saken for renewable energy 

wastelands pursued in a fit 

of madness and corruption 

known as ‘net zero’.

Steven Nowakowski is a 

former passionate advocate 

of so-called ‘renewables’ 

who, has finally come to 

understand the horrific 

large-scale destruction 

of wilderness the ‘green’ 

energy sources necessitate. 

His latest YouTube video 

offers a 3-D tour of various 

pristine wilderness areas 

set to be lost throughout 

Queensland with numerous 

projects being rushed to the 

‘green-light’ phase. Investors 

backed by government 

bonds will trade rhetoric and 

meaningless carbon credits. 

All for zero sum gain but the 

pocket lining.

Edward Kent

Suffolk Park

Wallum smear
It’s upsetting to read your 

article ‘Wallum developer 

welcomes arrest’ (June 19).

The majority of protectors 

in this lawful, non-violent 

protest to save the wallum 

heathland and wetland are 

over 55 years old.

I will be 70 myself next 

year and accusing us of 

‘engaging in illegal and crimi-

nal activities’ is outrageous.

I have been part of the 

Save Wallum activities since 

February 2024 and partici-

pated in half-day trainings to 

learn the skills of non-violent 

direct action. They were 

run very professionally and 

comprehensively including 

legal advisers to prepare us 

in acting at all times respect-

fully within NSW legislation.

Aren’t we living in a 

democracy and non-violent 

protest is at the heart of it?

There are 24 threatened 

and endangered species of 

fauna and flora listed on the 

Brunswick Heads Wallum 

site, which we’re protecting 

from bulldozers. Australia is 

the country with the highest 

rate of extinction in the 

world!

Fact is that Clarence 

Properties is a $500m behe-

moth trying to destroy a last 

pocket of precious habitat 

in the Byron Shire adjoining 

Simpsons Creek and the 

Tyagarah nature reserve.

Companies of that size 

employ PR teams. It seems 

they have come up with a 

media strategy, that the best 

way to steamroll their way 

across our community is 

divide and conquer, that is, 

by demonising us protectors 

as criminals and shooting 

the messenger?

We had successful 

protests in the ’90s against 

Club Med and more recently 

the Byron Paterson Hill 

campaign and finally the 

Bentley blockade against 

coal seam gas.

I think it’s time to call out 

Clarence Properties’ media 

strategy for what it is: a 

smear campaign to discredit 

perfectly legal activities of 

mainly senior citizens.

This is not the way to 

win over the elders in our 

community. Mr Kennedy, if 

ever you thought to having a 

social licence. 

Horst Tietze

Mullumbimby

Wards for Tweed?
I am highlighting the subject 

of Council wards for Tweed 

Shire and encouraging 

residents to lobby current 

councillors prior to the forth-

coming Tweed Shire Council 

elections to seek their sup-

port for the introduction of 

Council wards.

Tweed Shire LGA has 

around 99,000 residents 

and is anticipated to grow 

by 34,338 (35.34 per cent 

growth) to around 132,000 

by 2041 at an average annual 

change of 1.52 per cent.

In a recent discussion 

with Tweed Mayor, Cr Chris 

BOOK A TOUR NOW 02 6684 1559

Collaboration and Citizenship
Students at Hinterland seek out 
issues of global importance 
and have the belief that 
people can make a 
difference in the world 
and they actively engage 
in making this happen. 
They demonstrate a highly 
effective approach to work 
in a way that leverages each 
member’s strengths and perspectives. 

Furniture & Homewares

HUGE SHOWROOM 
ENSPIRE FURNITURE IS A LOCALLY OWNED 

AND OPERATED BUSINESS

15 Sheather St Ballina NSW 2478 
02 6686 8802
@enspirefurniture

www.enspirefurniture.com.au 

▶ Continued from page 13

Letters

▶ Continued opposite



www.echo.net.au The Byron Shire Echo 15

Christobel Munson

‘W e need more 

public spaces 

like libraries 

where the expectation is that 

you can be there without 

having to spend money.’

Recently, this social media 

post was doing the rounds, 

which had me reflecting on 

what spaces exist in our local 

towns, where just being there, 

doesn’t cost you money.

Perhaps when Byron Shire 

towns were being estab-

lished – in the late 1800s 

and early 1900s, open space 

was readily designated as 

public spaces: for parks and 

cemeteries, sports fields and 

libraries, showgrounds and 

scout halls – all that sort of 

thing. Today, some of these 

free public spaces are at risk 

of being elbowed out, or 

overwhelmed, by stealth. 

A developer will use a 

public access road to the 

private function centre in 

one of Bangalow’s earliest 

stately houses by having 

guests drive through the 

town’s fragile old cemetery. 

Twenty events, such as 

weddings, will take place 

there each year – regardless 

of the effect that might have 

on the neighbourhood’s 

fragile koala population, or 

any conflict with the farming 

practices at the next door 

macadamia farm. 

Can you imagine what 

happens when eager 

busloads of happy wedding 

guests, encounter a funeral 

along the way? Or even pass 

those people quietly remem-

bering their dear departed, 

on a special day? Something 

of a clash of cultures. 

Was that the intention of a 

very successful early Banga-

low settler, Robert Campbell, 

when, in 1894, he donated 

that acre of land specifically 

for a cemetery for the com-

munity. Are Campbell’s civic-

minded and philanthropic 

intentions being respected? 

That doesn’t seem to 

matter any more, either to 

Council or the developer. 

Some of our councillors are 

already rubbing their hands 

with glee at the thought of 

this old building, transformed 

into a wedding venue, 

‘enhancing the Byron brand’. 

Value of public 
spaces?

What is the intrinsic value 

of our sports fields, skate 

parks, public parks and the 

walkways along our beaches, 

creeks and rivers? What value 

do those spaces have for the 

civic amenity of both local 

residents, and visitors? How 

can you put a price on that?

Another cafe for 
Bangalow? 

Various volunteer groups 

around our shire have found 

ways to establish museums, 

for instance, making use of 

old buildings for the benefit 

of their communities. 

The future function of 

Bangalow Historical Society’s 

museum, located in Heritage 

House, is also under question. 

Though it’s covering its costs 

and its modest annual rent 

to Byron Shire Council, which 

owns the building, there’s an 

option being considered in 

which an external operator 

might like to come in, rebuild 

sections of the building (a 

former brothel – fortuitously 

recycled as a museum) for 

several hundred thousand 

dollars, then make money 

from a commercial restau-

rant or café, the museum 

using the remaining space. 

This would radically change 

the inherent purpose of the 

building. It seems having 

11 cafes and restaurants on 

the main street is still not 

enough and this public space 

may be invaded by commer-

cial interests.

What about our libraries? 

There are few comparable 

buildings in our shire where 

you can hang out for as long 

as you need, without paying 

money for a drink or food, 

and where you can quietly 

make use of these valuable 

‘public facilities’.  Might they, 

too, be in danger?

Not everything in this life 

needs to have a monetary 

value. The intrinsic value of 

so many of our public spaces 

is how those places serve 

everyone in the community, 

regardless of their status or 

financial position. They are 

places to spend time, not 

money.

ballinarsl

SCAN FOR MORE
ENTERTAINMENT

FAMILY DINOSAUR SHOW
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Banglaow’s Heritage House. Photo supplied

Cherry, I raised the prospect 

of Tweed Council wards 

being better able to service 

Tweed ratepayers.

Cr Cherry reiterated that 

each of the councillors are 

responsible to all Tweed 

residents. Considering 

the very large area of the 

Tweed Shire I feel Mayor 

Cherry needs to reconsider 

as it is just not possible for 

councillors to efficiently and 

adequately cover the varying 

needs of the residents and 

businesses throughout the 

Tweed Shire area.

The needs of ratepayers 

near Tweed CBD area are dif-

ferent to those in Kingscliff 

or those in remote areas.

I believe it is now time for 

Tweed Council to introduce 

a ward system to better 

represent its ratepayers.

When elected representa-

tives live within or nearby 

their ward locations, they 

better understand the local 

needs and are more effective 

in representing and acting 

for their local residents.

Now is the time to look 

closely at candidates seek-

ing election and to see if new 

candidates are better able to 

manage the future growth of 

the Tweed.

Robert Dwyer

Tweed Heads

E-bikes
Speed kills, acceleration 

doesn’t. The speed limit for 

e-bikes is 25km/h, that’s 

good. The power of e-bikes 

is 250 watts, that’s stupid, 

and it makes some hills 

impossible.

The power should 

be at least 1kW. Then 

you can climb hills and 

tow loads up to 25km/h. 

Australia doesn’t make 

cars anymore so unlimited 

power on an e-bike does 

not threaten the car 

industry. Just make serious 

fines and confiscation for 

wheels that allow more 

than 25km/h.

Wish: rebellious Byron 

Council overrules state and 

federal laws about e-bikes!

Sapoty Brook

Main Arm 

▶ From previous page 

▶ More letters on page 16
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David Lowe

F or a guy who looks 

like a Bond villain and 

has only one, deeply 

divisive policy, Peter Dutton 

has been riding high in 

certain opinion polls lately. 

Does the collective wisdom 

that he is unelectable need to 

be revisited?

With the Liberals appar-

ently abandoning most of the 

leafy, now teal electorates 

in their slide to the nuclear 

right, the new strategy is to 

target Labor seats on slim 

margins in places like Gil-

more and Robertson in NSW, 

and Lyons in Tasmania; outer 

suburbs and regional areas 

hit hard by the cost-of-living 

crisis.

Can the battlers who 

bucked Albo over the Voice 

be persuaded to chuck the 

ALP altogether? Similar strat-

egies have succeeded in the 

UK and the US, with working 

people voting against their 

own interests for various 

strange reasons, although 

normally a charismatic show-

man is required to pull this 

trick off, and that’s not the 

current Australian opposition 

leader by a long shot.

The thing about Peter 

Dutton is that he always 

wanted to be a politician, 

but he’s an oddity in his 

own party, which is mostly 

composed of lawyers and 

bankers. He joined the Young 

Liberals as a teenager, and 

only became a police officer 

after his bid for the Queens-

land state seat of Lytton was 

unsuccessful.

For a time he was a detec-

tive in the Brisbane drug and 

sex offenders squad (which 

appears to have contributed 

to his jaundiced view of 

human nature), before a 

lucrative period spent flip-

ping rundown properties into 

childcare centres, amongst 

other successful real estate 

investments.

Going large
Dutton found his way into 

federal politics in 2001, snap-

ping up Cheryl Kernot’s seat 

of Dickson in outer Brisbane 

after she dallied with Labor 

and paid the price.

He’s learned from the 

successes and failures of his 

mentors, particularly John 

Howard and Tony Abbott, 

and survived the fallout from 

the ScoMo meteor.

Reportedly a lovely guy 

in person, politically Peter 

Dutton has proven himself to 

be a brutal operator. He has 

repeatedly sought to elevate 

his own political position 

by attacks on minorities, 

including African immigrants, 

Lebanese refugees and 

Aboriginal people. He walked 

out of Kevin Rudd’s apology 

to the Stolen Generations 

and pushed the boundaries 

of international law in his 

treatment of asylum seekers 

as Home Affairs Minister.

Dutton is also capable of 

surprises, such as his support 

for gay marriage a few years 

ago, and more recently for 

Julian Assange.

Although he holds his 

own seat by a fairly narrow 

margin, for an opposition 

leader, GetUp’s previous 

attempts to unseat him 

have backfired, and he’s not 

as vulnerable to changing 

demographics as John 

Howard was in Bennelong, 

for example. Queenslanders 

are different, after all.

Rumours of incompetence 

as best, and corruption at 

worst, such as the mysterious 

circumstances of his leaving 

the police, and Dutton’s role 

in the $532 million contract 

awarded to the contractor 

Paladin while he was a 

minister (an organisation at 

the time headquartered in a 

shack on Kangaroo Island), 

have failed to amount to 

anything substantial, so far.

Dodgy visas for au pairs 

and jokes about rising sea 

levels engulfing Pacific 

nations have already been 

forgotten.

Give Dutts a chance
With the predictable aid of 

the Murdoch and Nine media, 

the public appear willing to 

give Peter Dutton the benefit 

of the doubt.

As a result, Labor are 

going to have to deal with 

him, either by sinking to his 

level, or offering a shining 

alternative.

Dutton has proven his 

ability to outflank Anthony 

Albanese on several occa-

sions, particularly via his 

cynical use of culture war 

techniques imported from 

the US.

Not being Scott Morrison 

isn’t an election strategy 

that’s going to work for Albo 

again, and while there’s 

much to worry about in 

Dutton’s public and private 

statements over the years, 

the voters he’s targeting now 

have had bigger things to 

worry about recently, such as 

spiralling interest rates and 

the rising cost of everything. 

If Labor can be blamed for all 

this, the other mob may get a 

go sooner rather than later.

As a result, while it 

remains mercifully unlikely, 

the extraordinary answer 

appears to be that yes, Peter 

Dutton can win the next 

election.

Read David Lowe every 

Monday in The Echo online 

at: www.echo.net.au.
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Can Peter Dutton win the next election?

A long term fixture on the Canberra landscape? 
Photo Cloudcatcher Media

Greens gun and 

It would be such a shame 

to see The Echo, a news-

paper formed to offer an 

alternative view to an 

agenda-driven conservative 

press, turning itself into a 

machine for unapologetic 

propaganda of its own. 

I refer specifically here to 

‘Greens candidate defends 

gun/taser policy against 

Labor’ (Echo, 26 June). It 

could however relate to any 

number of almost weekly 

such ‘news’ items where the 

Greens candidate is given 

free, unquestioned reign 

while any scant voice offered 

to others will be selectively 

paraphrased and rebutted. 

The report might have 

included the perspective 

that headline events, like the 

death of aged-care resident, 

Clare Nowland, might be 

viewed in the context of the 

number of more numerous, 

but less-publicised events, 

where lethal force and/or 

dangerous situations may 

have been avoided by tasers.  

It might have pointed out 

that a policy confining the 

distribution of weapons to 

specialised units and ‘situ-

ations where life is threat-

ened’ poses difficulties. All 

wonderful Greens idealism 

but how often do violent 

offenders (psychologically 

disturbed or otherwise) give 

notice that they will pose 

a lethal threat so that the 

crack unit might be rapidly 

assembled? Or so the patrol 

officer can assess the danger 

before hightailing back to 

the station for a taser? 

It might also be less insult-

ing to the Greens candidate 

not to assume that her merits 

cannot hold their own on an 

even playing field. Certainly 

less insulting to your read-

ers – is this the standard of 

journalism we deserve? 

Elizabeth Levy 
Suffolk Park
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Eateries GuideGood Taste
BANGALOW

Stone baked sourdough, hand-rolled pastries, 
small batch pies, house made cakes.

Your local artisan bakery, specialising in all things 
sourdough. Serving Old Quarter coffee along with 

freshly made sandwiches using our own sourdough 
bread, hand-rolled pastries, award-winning pies 

and a variety of housemade cakes.

Bangalow Bread Co.
12 Byron St, 
Bangalow

6am–3pm weekdays.
7am–2pm weekends.

6687 1209
www.bangalowbread.co
info@bangalowbread.co

BANGALOW BREAD CO.

LENNOX HEAD

Views, Brews, Cocktails, Beats, and Eats!

Live Music Friday, Saturday, Sunday.

Bookings essential.

Head to lennoxpizza.com

Follow on Insta: @lennoxpizza

Lennox Head
Pizza & Pasta
4/74 Ballina St, Lennox Head

Open 7 days
Lunch: 12–2pm
Pizza & drinks only: 2–5pm
Dinner from 5pm

CATERING

lizzijjackson@gmail.com

0414 895 441

GLUTEN FREE AND SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS CATERED FOR.

Celebrations 
Cakes by 
Liz JacksonCELEBRATIONSCELEBRATIONS  

BY LIZ JACKSONBY LIZ JACKSON

The seasonal menu features classic and 
modern dishes with innovative twists. 

Find something for all tastes, from epic burgers 
to vegan delights. Enjoy delectable treats and 

good vibes at this Mullum icon. 

The Empire
20 Burringbar St, Mullum
6684 2306
Open for brunch and lunch,
seven days 8am–3pm

FB/Insta: EmpireMullum
empiremullum.com.au

Weekend dinners, lovely long lunches or wander 
the fields of the 80-acre picturesque farm with a 

house-made picnic hamper in hand.

Enjoy the best local & seasonal produce NSW has 
to offer, we can’t wait to welcome you all.

Three Blue Ducks
The Farm, 11 Ewingsdale Rd.
6190 8966
enquiries@threeblueducks.com
threeblueducks.com/byron

Open 7 days from 7am.
Mon-Thurs: breakfast & lunch
Fri-Sun: breakfast,
lunch & dinner

MULLUMBIMBY

North Byron 
Liquor Merchants
61 Bayshore Drive, 
Byron Bay

6685 6500
liquor@northbyronhotel.com.au
Open 10am–8pm daily and
10am-9pm through Summer

‘Byron’s boutique bottle shop’

Local service

Old and rare wines

Natural wines

Craft beers

Specialty tequilas

BYRON BAY

All your favourites, every lunch and dinner. 
Experienced Thai chefs cooking fresh, delicious 

Thai food for you. 

BYO only.

Welcome for lunch, dinner and takeaway.

Menus available on Facebook.

Success Thai
Open Lunch Wed–Fri 
12–2.30pm.
Dinner Mon–Sat 5–8pm. 
Closed Sunday
3/31 Lawson St, Byron Bay 
www.facebook.com/
pages/Success-Thai-
Food/237359826303469

Open for takeaway daily, 12 midday until dinner. 

Menu and more details

@mainstreet_burgerbar

‘Make a meal of it’
Add chips and a drink, just $5.

Main Street
Open for takeaway daily, 
12 midday until dinner.

Menu, more details –
@mainstreet_burgerbar

18 Jonson Street

6680 8832

Mediterranean daytime eatery.

Healthy colourful salads, bone broths,
hot slow-cooked meals,

and in-house baked breads.
Tucked away community courtyard.

Eat / Play / Work

Commune Canteen
1 Porter St, Byron Bay

Open Monday to Saturday, 
7:30am to 3:00pm

@commune.byron
www.nourishinghabitat.com

Happy Hour 6pm–8pm
$6 Beers & $7 Wines

$12 selected cocktails

Live Music Thursdays & Latin Night Sundays
Open for dinner Wed–Sun

The Rocks
Brunch 6.30am–1pm

Dinner 5pm–10pm 

14–16 Lawson St, 
5642 0149 

therocksbyronbay.com.au
@therocksbyronbay

Enjoy breakfast, coffee or light lunch
in our casual dog-friendly laneway or 

treat yourself to a comfortable elegant 
seafood dinner experience.

Bonito Byron Bay
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Ground Floor, Hotel Marvell
4 Marvell Street, Byron Bay
Breakfast Daily 8am – 12pm
Laneway light lunch Daily 12pm – 5pm
Dinner Tuesday – Saturday From 5pm

Book hotelmarvell.com.au/restaurant
Call 6685 7385 | @bonitobyronbay

Welcome to Horizon,
Byron’s newest rooftop bar.

Enjoy hinterland views, stunning sunsets
and signature cocktails showcasing local 

distilleries and breweries.

Horizon Rooftop
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 7 DAYS
Horizon Rooftop, Hotel Marvell
4 Marvell Street, Byron Bay

Open Daily | 3pm – 9pm

NO BOOKINGS REQUIRED

Call: 6685 7385
@horizonbyronbay

Local food, for locals, carved out by the ocean-shore
It’s a must!

Come in and try the new taste experience 

Local seasonal produce......fermented and pickled 
food....house cured and smoked fish.

10% off for all locals!
Fully licensed 

10/8 Fletcher Street, Byron Bay

@kahakai_byronbay

www.Kahakai.com.au

Hours:

Wednesday – Sunday

Brunch 7:30am-1:30pm

Signature cocktails, and casual dining 
with ocean views. 

Happy Hour | Every day from 4–6pm.
$8 loft wine or lager, $10 spritzer,

$14 margaritas & $30 house wine bottle
Half price deli board & $2.50 fresh oysters

Espresso Martini Nights | Every day 9pm–close,
2 for $25 Classic Espresso Martini.

Open 7 days from 4pm. Sat lunches from Noon.

Loft Byron Bay
4 Jonson Street, 
Byron Bay

6680 9183

Book online: 
www.loftbyronbay.com.au

BBQ launch party at Commune Canteen
Get ready for a day of delicious food, lively 

tunes, and community fun at the official 

opening party of Commune Canteen at Habitat 

Byron Bay.

On Friday, 5 July, from 11.30am till 2pm, the 

Habitat courtyard will buzz with excitement as 

the grill fires up, filling the air with the irresist-

ible aroma of BBQ delights. For just $25, indulge 

in a generous bowl packed with BBQ meat by 

award-winning family-owned-and-operated 

Brad’s Butchery, known for its organic products 

in Byron Bay; wood-fired Suncoast veggies or 

colourful salads; and warm flatbread – a deli-

cious deal that’s hard to beat.

Adding to the festive atmosphere, Salty 

Swing will perform a vibrant mix of jazz, bossa 

nova, soul, and Latin tunes. Plus, ‘happy hour’ 

drinks will be flowing all day!

Inspired by the home-cooked meals found 

in Mediterranean townships, the newly-opened 

Commune Canteen offers an ever-changing 

menu based on fresh, seasonal, and local 

ingredients. Operating from Monday to Satur-

day, 7:30am to 3pm, this new venue promises 

a blend of Mediterranean-inspired cuisine 

and community-focused dining. Embracing a 

canteen-style dining experience, Commune 

Canteen allows guests to customise their meals 

using a fill-up tray system with three or five 

compartments, perfect for mixing and match-

ing. They will also host communal lunches, 

featuring a long table in the Habitat courtyard 

laden with shared plates, fostering a sense of 

community and new friendships.

Don’t miss out on this epic BBQ launch 

party! Join us at Commune Canteen for a day 

filled with mouth-watering food, fantastic 

music, and the best community spirit Byron 

Bay has to offer. Bring your friends, family, kids, 

and your furry friends are invited too!

@commune.canteen

www.nourishinghabitat.com

1 Porter St, Byron Bay
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Not quite medicine, not quite food:
how a product like mushroom gummies can fall through the regulatory cracks
Several people across the 

country have recently been 

hospitalised after consum-

ing mushroom gummies 

distributed by Australian brand 

Uncle Frog and made in the 

United States. Their reported 

symptoms included elevated 

heart rate, nausea, anxiety and 

hallucinations.

This has prompted a prod-

uct recall and warnings from 

local health authorities not to 

consume the gummies.

Two varieties are affected: 

Cordyceps and Lion’s Mane. 

The Cordyceps product pur-

ports to offer ‘natural energy 

and power’, while the Lion’s 

Mane variety ‘supports memory 

and focus’. Both fungal varieties 

are infused with hemp.

So what in these products 

could have made people sick? 

And how are they regulated in 

Australia?

Cordyceps and 
Lion’s Mane

The Cordyceps product 

claims to contain extracts of the 

fungus Cordyceps militaris. The 

Lion’s Mane product is based 

on the Hericium erinaceus 

species.

Both Cordyceps and Lion’s 

Mane have a long history of 

use in traditional medicine for 

improving mental function – in 

particular traditional Chinese 

medicine.

There’s increasing 

research interest and a 

very early but 

emerging 

body of 

evidence 

suggesting 

these mush-

rooms may 

have some 

positive effects 

on mood and 

cognition. My team 

at Southern Cross 

University are also researching 

the therapeutic potential of 

these ingredients, though our 

work is not published yet.

Both fungi are available 

as therapeutic products in 

Australia, either via the Austral-

ian Register of Therapeutic 

Goods, which allows the sale 

of a variety of Cordyceps and 

Lion’s Mane products as com-

plementary medicines, or via 

practitioner-only dispensing of 

dried products.

Neither of these fungi 

appear to be associated with 

the side effects reported among 

people who took the Uncle 

Frog’s mushroom gummies.

So why did people 
get sick?

The product also claimed to 

be infused with ‘Earth’s finest 

hemp’. Hemp is the term often 

used for a cannabis plant that 

contains a smaller amount of 

THC (the principal psychoac-

tive component in cannabis) 

than recreational or medicinal 

marijuana.

While the distributor said 

the product had been tested 

to confirm there was no active 

THC present, many of those 

affected described symptoms 

consistent with excessive can-

nabis use.

One user even claimed THC 

had shown up on a drug test 

after they used the product.

This suggests to 

me the adverse 

reactions may 

have been due to 

the cannabis com-

ponent, rather 

than the fungus 

component of the 

gummies – and 

that the cannabis 

component was 

stronger than use 

of the term ‘hemp’ 

suggests.

But investigations are 

ongoing and more information 

will likely come to light in due 

course.

What are functional 
foods?

Cordyceps and Lion’s Mane 

are what we’ve come to call 

‘functional foods’. These are 

essentially foods that are 

claimed to contain specific 

ingredients that may have 

certain health or disease pre-

vention benefits.

This can be both in the 

form of unprocessed foods (for 

example, purple sweet pota-

toes have recently been in the 

spotlight for their antioxidant 

potential), or processed foods 

and beverages (for example, 

kombucha drinks).

The mushroom gummies 

would be an example of a highly 

processed functional food.

Functional foods 
are growing in 
popularity

As lines between medicines 

and foods increasingly blur, and 

consumers often prefer prod-

ucts that once came in tablets 

to come in edible forms such 

as gummies and powders, the 

regulatory situation becomes 

complicated.

The Therapeutic Goods 

Administration (TGA) regulates 

therapeutic goods – including 

natural products such as herbal 

medicines and nutritional 

supplements – for safety and 

quality. This means you can 

be confident what it says on 

the bottle is in the bottle, and 

it’s safe to consume. For most 

complementary medicines, the 

TGA doesn’t assess efficacy.

Meanwhile, Food Standards 

Australia and New Zealand 

(FSANZ) regulates foods. The 

rise of functional foods has 

brought a number of interest-

ing new ingredients, often 

in new forms, to Australia. 

To ensure such products are 

appropriate to be sold as foods, 

FSANZ must approve these 

novel ingredients.

FSANZ officially removed 

the gummies from legal sale 

because Cordyceps and Lion’s 

Mane are unapproved novel 

foods.

Food or medicine?
All this highlights the issue 

of quality control of products 

for sale in Australia, particularly 

imported products.

To help manufacturers (and 

the public) determine whether 

products should be marketed 

as foods or therapeutic goods, 

and therefore which regulatory 

body they should fall under, 

the Australian government has 

developed a Food-Medicine 

Interface Guidance Tool.

However, public health 

experts have previously noted 

this tool can be confusing – 

particularly for products such 

as gummies – and can result in 

disagreement between regula-

tors and public health experts.

Australia is seen as a world 

leader in the regulation of 

natural medicines – including 

assessment of overseas manu-

facturing facilities producing 

goods for the Australian market.

But perhaps it’s time to 

narrow the gap between 

foods – at least those making 

or implying broad therapeutic 

claims – and medicines. FSANZ 

is doing a lot of work to narrow 

this gap, but more is probably 

needed.

One part of this may be 

beefing up the regulation of 

functional foods as a category 

in its own right. Japan was 

the first country to use the 

term functional foods, and its 

Ministry of Health provides a 

regulatory pathway for that 

tricky middle ground between 

food and medicine.

What should you do?
If you happen to have any of 

the gummies in question, throw 

them away.

In terms of functional foods 

more broadly, I would refer 

to the following advice from 

Michael Pollan, an American 

author who has written 

extensively on the topic: don’t 

eat anything your great grand-

mother wouldn’t recognise as 

food.

If you want to explore the 

potential power of fungi or 

plants in the form of natural 

medicines, seek out products 

regulated by the TGA (look for 

a number beginning with AUST 

L, AUST L(A) or AUST R on the 

package) or speak to a qualified 

health practitioner.

Jon Wardle, Professor of 

Public Health, Southern Cross 

University

This article republished 

from The Conversation under a 

Creative Commons licence.

Taking an empty stomach to the farmers’ market
Victoria Cosford

Whoever said you should never 

shop for food on an empty 

stomach has clearly never 

been to a farmers’ market – 

moreover, a farmers’ market in 

winter. Ah the joy of arriving to 

the fragrance of freshly-brewed 

coffee – Bangalow’s hand-

picked beans, or Letterbox 

Roasters’ locally roasted coffee, 

are well worth the queues – or 

Pure Melt’s Classic or Chocolate 

Chai, dispensed steaming hot 

from their outsized thermoses. 

This will set you up, and from 

there it’s a question of choice. 

Will it be a generous plate of 

Francisco’s Table braised beans 

with salsa verde and fried 

egg, if at Mullum; or Nomadic 

Kitchen’s nurturing – and 

equally hearty – omelette 

at New Brighton, both stalls 

offering gorgeous cakes as 

well? Or that winter stalwart, 

comforting porridge from Other 

World where Bronwyn tops her 

organic oat, chia and quinoa 

blend with cinnamon-poached 

pear or tahini and maple? 

At Japanese Kitchen they’re 

currently serving piping hot 

congee for an Asian twang, 

with chicken, mushrooms 

and sesame oil, as well as 

their wildly popular savoury 

pancake, okonomiyaki. Bay 

Smokehouse, equally attuned 

to the season, is doing a divine 

creamy hot smoked fish chow-

der – grab it while you can!

At Peace, Love & Crepes, 

there are savoury and sweet 

buckwheat pancakes whipped 

up while you wait – try the 

salted butter caramel or 

the classic ham and cheese. 

Meanwhile, at Radiance 

Kitchen there are sticky rice 

cones stuffed with tofu or 

chicken, gluten-free dumplings 

or steaming hot potstickers. 

Go the whole Indo breaky 

at Indonesian Kitchen if you 

haven’t succumbed to their 

Nasi Goreng or corn fritters.

There’s hot matcha latte at 

Matcha Byron Bay alongside 

those wonderful green bush 

matcha muffins. Yummify’s 

vegan delights include lentil 

moussaka and pies, while 

Scratch Patisserie’s glazed 

jammy pastries and oozy 

almond croissants are calling 

out to you…

The lesson here? Take an 

empty stomach to the markets!

Nomadic Kitchen is at New 

Brighton Farmers Market every 

Tuesday from 8am to 11am.

Bangalow Coffee, Letterbox 

Roasters, Other World, Bay 

Smokehouse, Peace, Love & 

Crepes and Scratch Patisserie are 

at New Brighton Farmers Market 

every Tuesday from 8am to 11am 

and Mullumbimby Farmers Market 

every Friday from 7am to 11am.

Pure Melt, Francisco’s Table, 

Japanese Kitchen, Radiance 

Kitchen, Indonesian Kitchen, 

Matcha Byron Bay and Yummify 

are at Mullumbimby Farmers 

Market every Friday from 7am 

to 11am.

The 

Good Life

Open 6am – 12pm
Monday – Saturday

Shop 6/108 Stuart Street
Mullumbimby.

ALLPRESS ESPRESSSO
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Congratulations to 
Stewart’s Menswear on 
95 fine years of service 
to the local community.

106 STUART ST, MULLUMBIMBY  •  6684 2571

BRIDGLANDS

The Bridglands family are 
proud to have been customers 

for all of your 95 years!

MULLUMBIMBY
Suite 5/97 Stuart Street. 6684 3677

CASINO
125 Barker Street. 6662 1137

  pearldenturestudio

David Stanford Smith 
Adv Dip. DP (Syd), Dip. DT (Syd)

Congratulates Stewarts Menswear!

Can you
laugh and 
smile with
confidence?

Unique  •  Individual  •  Beautiful
PEARL DENTURE STUDIO

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
STEWART’S MENSWEAR,

GERARD AND SUE.
FROM MULLUMBIMBY NEWSAGENCY.

Love the value you bring to our community and 
businesses in Mullumbimby, keep up the good work!

Come in and check out the great variety
of trading cards available in store.

“Shop local and keep the businesses
of Mullumbimby here.”

02 6684 2148
52-54 Burringbar St, Mullumbimby 
www.stewartsmenswear.com.au

Gerard & Sue, 
Celebrating 20 years 
owning the business.

20 years/20 days/20 deals
One deal a day for each weekday in July.

CONGRATULATIONS
STEWART’S MENSWEAR

ON 95 YEARS SERVING
THE MULLUM COMMUNITY.

58 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby
02 6684 2533

www.mullumexservices.com.au

Have you ever thought of swapping 
a farm for shops in Mullumbimby?
That is part of the story of how Mullumbimby’s 
Stewart’s Menswear came into being. Alf Barrett 
bought the land that it sits on between what is now 
the Middle Pub (then called the Commercial Hotel) 
and the Wards store (now Southern Cross Credit 
Union) and built two shops on the site between 
1923-24 before swapping them for a farm in Nimbin.
In 1924 the first menswear shop was opened on the site by 
Norman Stewart as Stewart and Northeast.

Norman married Alf and Queenie Barrett’s daughter Audrey 
and it seems that Queenie and her daughter Audrey were 
still keen for life in Mullumbimby and they bought back 
the stores in 1929. This then led to the first incarnation 
of Stewart’s Menswear, Stewart’s Mercery, that had the 
additional attraction of a billiards parlour in the back run 
by local Stan Clark. Billiards were obviously popular as 
Stan was able to buy the business in 1937, however, with 
World War II in full swing Norman Stewart re-purchased the 
business when Stan joined the services in 1942. 

Norman and Audrey’s only son Tom took over the business 
with his wife Jean in 1955 and the freehold was given to Tom 
in 1968. It was at this point the two shops were turned into 
one and then in 1980 they decided to modernise the name 
to become Stewarts’ Menswear and their son Bill Stewart 
took over the business. 

Current owners Gerard and Sue Walker bought the business 
from Bill in 2004 but Gerard had worked for the Stewarts 
for 25 years by this point and knew the business and locals 
well. Gerard has seen the shop move from the days of 
purchases being wrapped in brown paper with string to the 
modern times of using environmentally friendly paper bags.

Following Bill’s passing earlier this year, Gerard and Sue 
are reminded of the rich legacy upon which Stewart’s 
Menswear was built and the legacy that he and the Stewart 
family leave behind. ‘Our commitment now is to honour 
his memory and carry on the family business, steering it 
towards its centenary of service in
2029,’ said Gerard
and Sue.

95 years of Mullum Madness
This year it is the double celebration of 95 years that Stewart’s 
Menswear has been part of the fabric of Mullumbimby and 20 
years that Gerard and Sue Walker have been at the helm of this 
renowned Mullumbimby business. 

This July they are celebrating their 20 years of ownership with 
20 deals over 20 days. ‘There will also be two lucky shoppers 
during the month of July who will win a $100 Stewart’s Menswear 
shopping voucher,’ said Gerard.

‘Don’t forget that it is our 95-year anniversary as well,’ reminded 
Sue. ‘For the month of July we are offering free shipping on all 
online orders over $95.’

Many locals of all ages remember their first purchases at the 
store from the dress shirts and suits of the 1930’s to the rock wash 
denim of the ‘80’s and the growing range of bamboo and hemp 
clothing that they have today. Not to mention the classic ‘Mullum 
Madness’ T-shirts that for many are their lasting memory of the 
town.

‘Living in the diverse and eclectic community of Mullumbimby, 
my days in the shop are never boring,’ said Gerard with his warm 
laugh.

‘Sure, there are quiet times but they never last too long. There 
is always someone to talk to and it seems like there is always 
something new and interesting happening in or around town that 
brings the people; locals and tourists alike to our streets and to 
the store. It is true, Mullumbimby seems to be the place to be! An 
amazing place to grow up and to live in.’

Recognising how much they are a part of the history of the 
town Gerard and Sue have dedicated one of their windows to a 
regularly changing display from the Mullumbimby Museum. 

‘Since 2004, we have given one of our windows to the 
Mullumbimby Museum,’ said Sue. ‘It creates a lot of interest and 
also gives them a presence in the street reminding locals and 
visitors of what a great place the museum is to visit. 

#StewartsMenswear95
For anyone wanting to be part of the Stewart’s Menswear birthday 
fun you can also pop into the store and take a snap in the 
photobooth they have set up in the store. Then just share it to 

your socials using #StewartsMenswear95.

STEWART’S MENSWEAR 2024 – 95 YEARS

PHOTO SUPPLIED BY  MULLUMBIMBY MUSEUM

Happy Birthday from the Mullum Chamber 

Always supporting local business
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Discover the

NORTHERN RIVERS RAIL TRAIL
ON OUR AWESOME E-BIKES!  02 6677 0057 

5887 Tweed Valley Way, Mooball
Mon – Fri: 6am–5:30pm Sat & Sun 7am–5pm

Awesome coffee, delicious snacks & 
meals, fuel and free WiFi

ff d li i

WOLLUMBIN STREET BAKERY

Elevate your taste buds! 
Freshly baked bread

Exquisite pastries, pies & rolls

Located just across the bridge from the 
Northern Rivers Rail Trail.

The Northern Rivers Rail Trail is the Tweeds 
newest ‘must do’ visitor experience. It is a shared 
recreation and nature trail created along a 
disused railway line. It is free to use and provides 
a safe environment for walkers, cyclists, and 
people of all abilities to explore the beautiful 
Northern Rivers region.

The start of the rail trail is located at the 
heritage-listed Murwillumbah Railway Station 
just 36km south of Gold Coast Airport. Here 

where they can grab a Rail Trail map, purchase 

current rail trail updates.

There is parking available at the station for 60 

There are also four retail stores including bike 
hire and shuttle services. Bathroom facilities are 
available, along with a picnic table and chairs, an 

and a water bubbler.

connects the villages of Murwillumbah to 

two tunnels. Users will cross 16 of these bridges, 
many of which have been restored, and bypass 
ten which have been left as a feature along the 
trail. The Burringbar Range Tunnel is a highlight 

due to the preservation of microbats and glow 
worms who inhabit the tunnel. Users must 

the tunnel will guide them through. The other 
tunnel is the Hulls Road Tunnel which is 50 
metres long.

the opportunity to rest at one of seven stops 
along the way, and explore the local villages 
of Murwillumbah, Stokers Siding, Burringbar, 
Mooball and Crabbes Creek. The Rail Trail 
also connects to the Tweed Regional Gallery 
& Margaret Olley Arts Centre which is just a 
short trip from Murwillumbah Railway Station.

allowed on the trail at Upper Burringbar, and 
dogs are allowed on a short leash.

northernriversrailtrail.com.au

Special lift out feature - Make the most of your experience on the trail!
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Panoramic riverside dining
Savour lunch or dinner in the restaurant, or 

enjoy a lighter bite at the riverside Lawn Bar, 
or afternoon tea in the Palm Lounge

Open Thursday to Sunday

131 River St, South Murwillumbah     tweedriverhouse.com.au

Open Wed – Sun, 10 am – 4 pm  |  gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au
The Tweed Regional Gallery & Margaret Olley Art Centre is a Tweed Shire Council Community Facility

Photo: Tweed Tourism Co/Kiff & Culture

The best view on the Trail
Reward Yourself.

T W E E D  R E G I O N A L  G A L L E R Y

APEX
DINING

www.apexdining.com.au  BOOK 
NOW

 Better by Bike
Enjoy an eco-adventure with your family, riding 
advanced e-bikes through the rain forests, historic 
bridges, and abandoned rail tunnels of the Northern 
Rivers Rail Trail!
Conveniently located at the start of the trail, Better 
By Bike has everything you need for the whole family 
to enjoy the day. Their e-bikes are super comfy, they 
have tow-behind bikes and chariots for kids and 
pets, baby seats, double-seater e-bikes, and an adult 
e-trike for extra assistance. Helmets, lights, spacious 
pannier bags and locks are provided, and they can 
pick you up from your accommodation too!
Their friendly local staff will ensure you’re all set 
with bike operation tips and personalised trail 
suggestions, ensuring your family has the ‘Best Day 
Ever’! Book your family adventure today! 
Murwillumbah Railway Station
284 Tweed Valley Way, Murwillumbah
0408 444 858
Betterbybike.com.au
@betterbybikeoz 

Tweed Regional Gallery 

Margaret Olley Art Centre
Tweed Regional Gallery & Margaret Olley Art Centre is 
housed in a modern, architecturally–award-winning 
building with views to Wollumbin / Mount Warning. 
The Gallery’s seven exhibition spaces present a 
dynamic program of touring exhibitions, alongside 
exhibitions showcasing the work of regional and 
national artists presented exclusively at the Tweed 
Regional Gallery. The Margaret Olley Art Centre 
(MOAC) celebrates the career, life and legacy of 
Margaret Olley, Australia’s most celebrated painter 
of still life and interiors. MOAC combines exhibitions, 
interactives and the permanent re-creation of areas 
of Olley’s famous home studio.
2 Mistral Road (Cnr Tweed Valley Way)
Murwillumbah
02 6670 2790
gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au

 Tweed River House
Just a few minutes from the rail trail in 
Murwillumbah, is the Tweed River House, an 
exquisite bistro and bar nestled on the picturesque 
banks of the Tweed River, offering panoramic 
hinterland views of Wollumbin / Mount Warning.
Whether you choose to enjoy a meal in the elegant 
dining room or on the river verandah; a lighter bite 
with shared plates at the casual riverside Lawn Bar, 
or a relaxing afternoon tea in the Palm Lounge, the 
ambiance evokes the gentler pace and charming 
style of the Northern Rivers.
The century-old, restored Plantation River House is 
a haven for those seeking an escape to a serene and 
captivating dining experience, making Tweed River 
House a true gem in the heart of the Tweed Valley 
and a perfect complement to riding or walking the 
rail trail. 
131 River Street, South Murwillumbah
tweedriverhouse.com.au

 Tweed Regional Museum
There is so much to explore at Tweed Regional 
Museum! Current exhibition Omnia invites you to 
reimagine the Museum’s collection, taking you on 
a playful journey through our shared history. Visit 
the stunning new immersive spaces, including a 
rainbow-themed wonderland that invites curiosity 
and new discoveries.
Make sure you book in your school holiday 
workshops for July via the Museum website. 
Get inspired by Tik Tok, their wall of beautiful clocks 
in the Omnia exhibition, and create your own unique 
working wall clock in their Time Travellers workshop. 
Or join them in Lantern Land where, using cane and 
paper, you will build a paper lantern of colours and 
patterns, creating a special way to light up these mid-
winter nights.
2 Queensland Road, Murwillumbah
museum.tweed.nsw.gov.au
@TweedRegionalMuseum

northernriversrailtrail.com.au

Special lift out feature - Make the most of your experience on the trail!



Stokers Siding

Murwillumbah

Mooball
Burringbar

Crabbes Creek

www.echo.net.au The Byron Shire Echo 23

 Apex Dining
The magic of the Northern Rivers Rail Trail is 
discovering the hidden beauty and abundance of the 
hinterland.
Apex Dining at the Tweed Regional Gallery is a 
standout with spectacular 360 degree views of the 
sparkling river, rolling green hills and ranges beyond.
Open for brunch and lunch with a fresh and modern 
menu, Apex Dining is fully licensed, making it the 
perfect reward for a vigorous day on the Rail Trail.
With cool drinks, snacks and coffee too, all available 
to take away, it’s the perfect pit-stop on your trail 
adventure.
2 Mistral Road (Cnr Tweed Valley Way)
Murwillumbah
02 6672 5088
www.apexdining.com.au

 Kat Harvey Cheese
Kat Harvey Cheese is a specialty cheese retail store 

the very best Australian and imported cheeses.
The toasties made by Kat are the perfect treat 
after a day on the rail trail. They are made-to-order 
using superior produce available in store. There is a 
choice from two different toasties each week with 
vegetarian options available.
Kat also runs regular cheese-tasting workshops. 
Contact Kat for bookings or to organise a unique 
experience for your group.
Outside M-Arts Precinct, opposite the car park at 
Knox Park.
www.katharveycheese.com
@katharveycheese

 Moo Moo Roadhouse
Located on the Tweed Valley Way in the quaint 
village of Mooball, the Moo Moo Roadhouse has been 
a popular pit stop for locals and tourists for many 
years, and has now added the abundance of rail trail 
cyclists and walkers to its fan club. 
Whether you’re walking, riding or driving, the Moo 
Moo Cafe is the perfect spot to fuel up, grab a bite 
to eat, drink some awesome coffee and check out 
the great range of motorcycles, memorabilia and 
antiques they have on display. And they have free 
WiFi!
Open Monday to Friday 6am–5.30pm
Saurday and Sunday 7am–5pm
5887 Tweed Valley Way, Mooball
(02) 6677 0057

 Wollumbin Street Baker
Discover a delectable escape just across the bridge 
from the Northern Rivers Rail Trail.

bread and exquisite pastry to coffee and cake.
Indulge in Wollumbin Street Baker’s signature pies 

-

have you covered. Wollumbin Street Bakery is con-
veniently located with ample seating and parking. 
Elevate your adventure on the Northern Rivers Rail 

perfect pie. They look forward to seeing you soon.
5-7 Wollumbin St, Murwillumbah
02 6672 5757

 Beyond Byron E Bikes
Come and immerse yourself in nature on the 
Northern Rivers Rail Trail with an e-bike from Beyond 
Byron E Bikes! Based at the southern end of the trail 
in Mooball, their location offers the easiest access from 
the highway in either direction. They have e-bikes for 
all ages and sizes – including baby seats, trailers, tag-a-
longs, and kids’ e-bikes.
Why Beyond Byron E Bikes are the best? They have 

hours), and have the latest Bosch-powered German-
made e-bikes. Plus, they’re the only company with 
puncture-proof tyres on every bike. Everyone returns 

For the more adventurous, they offer two self-
guided e-bike tours. Start on the rail trail and journey 
through the rainforest to the award-winning Husk 
Distillery in Tumbulgum or venture into the Tweed 
hinterland and majestic Mount Jerusalem National 
Park to visit Unicorn Falls.

beyondbyronebikes.com.au. Starting at just $99 
for adult e-bikes!
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Painting with wool 
Thursday July 18, 10am–12pm
Age: 12–17 years

Lino printing on t-shirts  
and tote bags
Thursday July 18, 10am–1pm
Age: 16–24 years

Venue: Koori Mail  
11 Molesworth St, Lismore

Free School Holidays  
Youth Workshops

Bookings essential via  
www.lismoregallery.org

BYRON BAY

Get your tickets at:
otherworld.live

School Holiday Fun 
at the GalleRy!

Open Wed – Sun, 10 am – 4 pm  |  gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au
The Tweed Regional Gallery & Margaret Olley Art Centre is a Tweed Shire Council Community Facility

Free entry. See website for details
Photo: Tweed Tourism Co/Kiff & Culture

Lismore Regional Gallery  
painting with wool,  
school holiday workshop

Date: Thursday, 18 July, 10am–12pm
Age: 12–17 years
Venue: Koori Mail, 11 Molesworth St, Lismore
Tickets: Free, bookings essential, limited places 
available. 
In this hands-on workshop, participants will explore 
the fascinating art of wet felting, a traditional 
technique that transforms wool fibres into beautiful 
works of art. By the end of the session, each 
participant will have created their own unique wool 
painting to take home and proudly display. 

Booking: www.lismoregallery.org/painting-with-
wool-school-holiday-workshop  
or call 02 6627 4600

OTHERWORLD
OTHERWORLD is an immersive playground for 
the senses where technology and art collide. 
Experience over 20 interactive exhibits from local 
and international artists, including the only 360 
VR cinema dome in NSW, featuring special school 
holiday films seen for the first time in Australia. 
Check out their brand new exhibits incorporating 
the latest in AI technology and light. Fun for all the 
family. Don’t miss out on this extraordinary journey 
into the world of immersive art. Kids under 3 are free. 
Annual family passes also available.  

Booking: www.otherworld.live
102 Jonson Street, Byron Bay

BANG! Winter holiday 
workshop! 
Date: 17, 18 and 19 July  
What better way to spend the school break than in 
a fun, creative and skill building space! At BANG! 
Academy they are passionate about giving young 
people the opportunity to experience the very best 
this area can offer in performing arts. Their three 
workshop facilitators are world class - Tim Franklin 
(The Fall Guy, Before Dawn, Home & Away), Elodie 
Crowe (Tiger Town, New Blood) and Lulu Miskin 
(Hair, High School Musical and Mary Poppins).  
Each day will involve acting, singing and voice work, 
movement and dance, improvisation, storytelling 
and more! No prior experience necessary. 1, 2 and/or 
3 days. Special early bird rates available - spaces are 
limited! Register now! 

www.bangacademyofperformingarts.com

Holiday fun at Tweed Regional Gallery! 
Art Play: School holiday fun Wednesdays and Fridays, 
11am–1pm during the NSW and Qld school holidays.
Create a miniature architectural model with artist Anna 
Carey and decorate with your dream shops. Free drop-
in activity for all ages. Parental supervision required.
 
Art Maker: with Victoria Reichelt 
bookings essential, Wednesday 3 and 17 July,  
10:30 am–12:30 pm.

Join talented artist Victoria Reichelt for an artmaking 
workshop inspired by her paintings in the exhibition,  

‘A Delicate Terrain’. All materials included. Suitable for 
young people 9-15 years. 
Price: $25
Bookings: www.events.humanitix.com/am-winter-vrd 

Tweed Regional Gallery & Margaret Olley Art Centre 
Open Wed–Sun, 10am–4pm
Free admission, 2 Mistral Road, Murwillumbah 
gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au

Spaghetti Circus
Dive into holiday fun with Spaghetti Circus 
workshops.
Over three days of the July holidays, Spaghetti is 
running circus workshops.
Kids can enrol in one, two or three days of circus fun 
on Tuesday 9, Wednesday 10, or Thursday 11 July. 
The workshops offer kids a great range of skills and 
apparatus to choose from, including tight rope, big 
tramp and mini tramp, German wheel, tissu and 
trapeze, acro balance, circus games, hula hoops, 
juggling and so much more! 
A half-day program will run each day for 4-6-year-
old kids, while kids aged 6-14 years will enjoy a 
full-day program. 
For more information or to book tickets, go to 
spaghetticircus.com. Places are limited.

Early bird enrolments are now open for 
Spaghetti Circus term classes
www.spaghetticircus.com
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ACTING, SINGING, DANCING, MUSICAL THEATRE!..

3 Incredible Performing Arts Industry Facilitators
3 Different Age Groups - (5-7yrs, 8-10yrs, 11-13yrs)
3 Days, Bangalow A&I Hall (1, 2 or all 3 days)

For all info & registrations visit 
bangacademyofperformingarts.com

ALL EXPERIENCE WELCOME!

Holiday Workshop!
17TH, 18TH & 19TH JULY

ELODIE CROWE TIM FRANKLIN LULU MISKIN

H    LIDAY
WORKSHOPS
TUE 9  WED 10 THU 11 JULY

www.spaghetticircus.com
BOOK NOW - PLACES ARE LIMITED

MULLUMBIMBY SHOWGROUND

Come and enjoy one, two or three days 
of holiday circus fun!

Byron Photo Magic
Visit Byron Photo Magic for all your photography 

needs, including instore or online printing, large-

format, canvas printing, photo books and a range of 

gifting lines.

They have full onsite 35mm/120mm film Colour - BW 

processing and printing services, batteries, memory 

cards, camera bags, Fujifilm Instax & Polaroid 

cameras, along with the full range of GoPro and 

accessories.

They handle old video tapes, Super 8mm film to USB. 

They stock frames, photo albums and an extensive 

range of Rode audio products, photographic 

accessories, tripods, filters, binoculars and the largest 

range of 35mm film on the north coast, as well as 

pre-owned 35mm film cameras. Passport photos are 

covered professionally instore.

Open Mon-Fri 10am–5pm,  Sat (NSW school holidays) 

10am–2pm Sunday. Public holidays closed.

www.photomagic.com.au
Shop 20, Mercato on Byron,
108-114 Jonson St, Byron Bay
02 6685 5877

Join Let’s Go Surfing for an awesome time surfing or 

stand up paddle boarding these holidays. They offer 

private and group lessons and tours for all ages, as 

well as a kids only lesson.

Lessons include all equipment and expert 

instruction in small groups, and provide education, 

maximum fun and safety for your kids. They cover 

the basics from warm-up to paddling, catching 

waves and standing, while also catering to 

intermediate and advanced students. Kids also 

learn important surf and safety rules including info 

on rips, tides, sandbanks and waves.

Open 7 days 8:30am–4:30pm
Shop 5, 11 Fletcher St, Byron Bay
@letsgosurfingaustralia  
02 6680 9443
www.letsgosurfing.com.au

Balloon Aloft
Get the kids off the couch and into the basket with 

Balloon Aloft these cool winter holidays. Hot air 

ballooning is a great family activity, not only for the 

amazing sunrise views, but also for an adventure 

into the hinterland, getting out into nature and 

feeling the thrill of drifting through the sky. Every 

flight is followed by a delicious breakfast back at the 

three blue ducks restaurant, and a fantastic file of 

photos to take home for your friends and memories.

Book your flight today at www.balloonaloft.com
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ART KIND

Contemporary art gallery and studio providing
engaging exhibitions, art classes and workshops

3/18 Centennial Circuit, Arts & Industry Estate, Byron Bay
Open Wed – Sat 10am – 2pm

0404 946 553
@artkindbyronbay

www.artkind.com.au

ARTIST STUDIO GALLERY
Belongil Beach

Open by appointment
0409 604 405

www.janrae.com.au

ARTIST’S HOME GALLERY
Byron Bay

Landscape inspired works imparting a ‘spirit of place’
Open by appointment

02 6685 5317
jaypearse.com

GALLERY COSMOSIS

Arts & Industry Estate
Byron Bay

0431 331 205
gallerycosmosis.com

linktr.ee/gallerycosmosisbyronbay

H’ART GALLERY
Local art in the heart of Mullumbimby

Mullumbimby Comprehensive Health Centre,
60 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby

0401 647 325

KARENA WYNN-MOYLAN, FINE ART
World award-winning contemporary realism

art direct from the artist at her Bangalow studio
Phone or text 0414 822 196 

LENNOX ARTS COLLECTIVE GALLERY
painting | photography | woodwork | ceramics

jewellery | classes | workshops
2/72 Ballina Street, Lennox Head

Open 7 days 10am – 3pm
lennoxartscollective@gmail.com
FB & Insta: @lennoxartscollective

LONE GOAT GALLERY
28 Lawson St, Byron Bay

(located in the Byron Library building)
Open Wed – Sat 10am – 4pm 

lonegoatgallery.com.au 

MIST GALLERY
Shop 1B-51 Tweed Coast Rd, Cabarita Beach

0419 870 305
mist.gallery.cabarita@gmail.com

FB & Insta: @mistgallery

MULLUMBIMBY CLAYWORKERS GALLERY
Drill Hall Complex,

2 Jubilee Ave, Mullumbimby
Open Thurs – Sat 12 – 4pm
mullumclayworkers.com

MZ GALLERY
Byron Bay Contemporary Artspace

57 Tennyson Street, Byron Bay
0468 718 045

www.byronartspace.com.au

NIMBIN ARTISTS GALLERY
47 Cullen Street, Nimbin

Opening hours 10am – 4pm daily
02 6689 1444

www.nimbinartistsgallery.org

NORTHERN RIVERS COMMUNITY GALLERY
Cnr Cherry & Crane Sts, Ballina

Open Wed – Fri 9am – 3pm, Sat – Sun 9.30am – 1pm
02 6681 0530 

nrcgballina.com.au

TWEED REGIONAL GALLERY & MARGARET 
OLLEY ART CENTRE

Gallery hours: Wed–Sun 10am – 4pm 
Cafe open 10am – 4pm

2 Mistral Rd, Murwillumbah
02 6670 2790

gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au

GALLERIES

Introducing the ultimate painting 
experience - the Playful Painting 
Weekend Workshop!

Do you ever feel like there’s an artist 
within you just waiting to come out, 
but you’ve always been too afraid to 
even try? Or maybe you’ve dabbled in 
painting before, but lack the 
confidence to really express yourself 
on the canvas.

Melanie Dilday, artist and author, 
understands how daunting it can be to 
approach a large blank canvas, which 
is why the Playful Painting Weekend 
Workshop was created  - a safe, 
encouraging, and super supportive 
environment for people just like you.

Join her in Mullum for a weekend of 
dancing, splashing, spraying, scraping, 
stencilling, printing and laughing as 
you unlock your creative flow and 
ignite your passion for painting.

Come to this super affordable 
weekend workshop for some nurturing 
‘you-time’ and rediscover your 
child-like enthusiasm for art.

For examples of participants work, 
scroll her facebook page:
www.facebook.com/playfulpainting

Booking and details:
https://events.humanitix.com/
playful-painting-weekend-
mullumbimby
(or scan the QR code in the ad below)

$140 PLUS MATERIALS

https://events.humanitix.com/playful-painting-weekend-mullumbimby

27th and 28th July
Questions? 
Melanie Dilday 0418 463 981

Come splash, spray, stencil, print, 

dab, and layer to create your 

masterpiece on a large canvas.

A dream experience for beginners

and those seeking free and 

flowing techniques.

See editorial on this page for

more info.

$

See 

Scan to Book

PLAYFUL PAINTING 
WITH MELANIE DILDAY
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The growing urgency & The growing urgency & 
consciousness to meetconsciousness to meet
climate challenges.climate challenges.

A $5,000 CREATIVE COMMISSIONA $5,000 CREATIVE COMMISSION
APPLICATIONS CLOSE 1 NOV 2024APPLICATIONS CLOSE 1 NOV 2024

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO APPLY: FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO APPLY: 

LONEGOATGALLERY.COMLONEGOATGALLERY.COM

#CLIMATECONVERSATIONS#CLIMATECONVERSATIONS

Image: Image: Stu MurphyStu Murphy    PausePause (detail) 2019, Giclée print on archival cotton rag paper, image courtesy the artist. (detail) 2019, Giclée print on archival cotton rag paper, image courtesy the artist.

Climate ConversationsClimate Conversations is a biennial creative project partnership of Lone Goat Gallery and Byron Shire Council. is a biennial creative project partnership of Lone Goat Gallery and Byron Shire Council.

RISINGRISING

LONGSTANDING
An exhibition featuring 13 Bundjalung artists is opening on the 6 July and runs to 17 August.

Longstanding is part of Bulaan, Dalang Galii Naa, a 12-month residency program for First 
Nation creatives living and working on Bundjalung Country. Developed by The Returning 
Indigenous Corporation and in collaboration with Arts Northern Rivers, Bulaan Dalang Galii 
Naa is focused on supporting emerging creative practitioners, providing opportunities to 
connect, explore different art forms and upskill their knowledge in arts business.

Longstanding represents the nine month milestone for the artists in residency and is 
curated by Dr Bronwyn Bancroft, with Kylie Caldwell. 

To learn more about the artists visit lonegoatgallery.com/exhibitions/longstanding

For information about Bulaan, Dalang Galii Naa residency program  
visit thereturning.com.au/bulaandalanggalinaa

When:  6 July until 17 August
Where: Lone Goat Gallery, Byron Bay
Opening hours: Wednesday-Sunday 10am-4pm

BINX DESIGNS
Coming up in July, two local artists, Sharni 
Montgomery (Art by Sharni) and Bec Denholm 
(Binx Designs), are hosting an exhibition 
exploring the vibrant nostalgic connections of 
life conveyed through their eyes. 

Through Montgomery’s memory invoking 
coastal renditions and Binx’s colour rich 
emotive retro musings, the complimenting 
contrast between their two styles is a sensory 
journey full of soul and tranquil reminiscence.

When: 12–18 July
Where: Small Works Gallery, 
10-12 Commercial Road, Murwillumbah

Opening Night: Friday 12 July, 4-7. 30pm
Drinks, nibbles, lives music and good people.
0419 581 918
binxxdesigns@gmail.com

LONE GOAT GALLERY
‘Climate Conversations’ is a creative initiative of Lone 
Goat Gallery and Byron Shire Council, inviting 
Northern Rivers artists to collaborate with the 
community and explore ways we can adapt, 
reorganise, and evolve in the face of climate change 
through the arts.

Artists are asked to submit innovative project ideas, 
that engage the community, for ‘Climate 
Conversations’ 2025 around the theme of ‘Rising’: 
The growing urgency and consciousness to meet 
climate challenges. 

The successful artist or artists will receive a fee of 
$5,000 to develop new work (additional funds up to 
$2,000 for public programs) and a one-month 
exhibition at Lone Goat Gallery, Byron Bay in 2025.

Applications close at 5pm on 1 November 2024. 
More information at www.lonegoatgallery.com or 
for queries email lonegoatgallery@byron.nsw.gov.au

Installation view of 
Mending & Tending: Art that 
works for Nature, 2023. 
Photo by Jaka Adamic.

LEFT: Janelle Duncan_When I weave, 2024, acylic on canvas. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Kim Healey_Grandmothers Tree, 2024, mixed media on canvas. 
BELOW RIGHT: Sonya Breckenridge_Islands in The Stream, 2024, acrylic on canvas.
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B O O K  N O W
B Y R O N W R I T E R S F E S T I V A L . C O M / F E A T U R E - E V E N T S

F r i  0 9  A u g u s t ,  8 . 0 0 p m  -  9 . 1 5 p m
B y r o n  T h e a t r e  $ 4 0  /  $ 3 5  m e m b e r s

F E A T U R E  E V E N T

G A L A  E V E N I N G

GALLERY

Art in the heart
INSPIRED LOCAL ART

COMMUNITY
ARTS HUB

We’ve taken over the iconic
Chincogan Mower Shop

soon

E X H I B I T I O N ,  E V E N T
 C O W O R K I N G

S P A C E  B O O K I N G S

byroncollege.org.au

BYRON WRITERS FESTIVAL GALA
Hear ideas to change our world at the Byron Writers 
Festival evening gala event. Hosted by ABC The Book Club’s  
, high profile guests of the festival will grace the Byron 
Theatre stage to deliver powerful and entertaining talks 
inspired by the 2024 theme ‘From the Ground Up’. Featuring 
Nigerian novelist Chigozie Obioma, Four Corners
journalist Louise Milligan, new Late Night Live host David 
Marr, Parramatta literature laureate Yumna Kassab and 
Indigenous journalist Amy McQuire, see some of the 
brightest minds of the festival in one night.

Nourish your mind and fill your creative cup at the 2024 
Byron Writers Festival. 

Friday, 9 August, 8pm 
$40/$35 
Tickets available from Byron Theatre

TWEED REGIONAL GALLERY & 
MARGARET OLLEY ART CENTRE
Saltwater Currents: First Nations Seascapes and 
Contemporary Artefacts from Saltwater Country is an 
exhibition of new landscape paintings and contemporary 
artefacts by Yiman, Ghungalu, Gooreng Gooreng artist, 
long-time Northern Rivers resident, and former Indigenous 
Park Ranger, Anthony J. Walker. Centred around the concept 
of ‘caring for Country’, the artworks celebrate the profound 
beauty, spirit, and ecological significance of the Northern 
Rivers region. Through reconnecting with the natural world, 
viewers are encouraged to embrace their roles as 
environmental stewards - following in the footsteps of the First 
Nations custodians who have cared for this Country for over 
60,000 years.

Open Wed – Sun, 10am – 4pm. Free admission
2 Mistral Road, Murwillumbah
gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au

COMMUNITY ARTS HUB
Byron Community College has taken over the iconic 
Chincogan Mower Shop and created a vibrant new 
Community Arts Hub for local artists and curious 
creatives. A space designed to be a cornerstone of 
creativity and community engagement, with a 
mission of making art accessible to everyone.

The space consistst of:

GARAGE GALLERY: available for hire, offering a 
dedicated place for artists to showcase their work. 
Also available as a brilliant venue or room hire for 
your next event.

LANEWAY STUDIO: an immersive learning space, 
now offering Certificate III in Visual Arts, plus a 
variety of short art courses and workshops.

SHARED WORKING SPACE: a collaborative 
co-working creative space that local artists can hire. 

Gallery and event bookings, and course enrolments:
02 6684 3374 
customercare@byroncollege.org.au 
www.byroncollege.org.au

Open Wed – Sun, 10am – 4pm | 2 Mistral Rd, Murwillumbah | gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au

The Tweed Regional Gallery & Margaret Olley Art Centre is a Tweed Shire Council Community Facility 
and is supported by the NSW Government through Create NSW.

Saltwater Currents:
First Nations Seascapes and
Contemporary Artefacts from Saltwater Country
Anthony J. Walker
until 1 September

Anthony J. Walker  Untitled (21) 2024
acrylic on canvas, 46 x 61 cm, Image courtesy the artist © The artist

ART IN THE HEART OF 
MULLUMBIMBY
Art lovers need look no further than the 
Mullumbimby Comprehensive Health 
Centre, home to the H’Art Gallery. 
Featuring more than 30 artworks by ten 
local artists, the gallery is an absolute 
must-see. 

Graphic impressionist Solveig curates 
the two-floor gallery and rotates the 
exhibition every six months. The space 
provides local artists a platform to 
display for an extended period and sell 
their work. 

Visitors to the health centre are greeted 
by the art, which provides a distracting 
escape from stress and concern while 
creating a vibrant, healing atmosphere. 

Conveniently located on Stuart Street, 
the H’Art Gallery is art in the heart of 
Mullumbimby. 

Enquire at info@solveig.com.au

Photo of Anthony J. Walker in his studio by Natalie McComas
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BURLESQUE IS BACK!
Burlesque is back in Bruns this July –  it’s been a busy 

year, it’s totally understandable if you haven’t made 

it to the Brunswick Picture House recently, but 

this July, they’re bringing one of the most 

in-demand shows, so this one’s for you –

hurly burly, what a girlie!

Bruns does Burlesque returns 

dripping with pure glamour for a 

bumper three-week winter season, 

featuring some of the hottest artists 

in the biz. Like its sister show, the 

Cheeky, the previous burlesque 

seasons have had people talking 

all over the shire, attracting 

international artists who would 

ordinarily play much bigger stages 

and have scooped up awards 

worldwide.

This one is no different as they 

welcome for the first time, Miss 

Burlesque Australia and Burlesque 

Hall of Fame member Diesel 
Darling who is sure to get 

your motor running and 

your engine purring, the 

Danger Barbie herself will be 

gracing our stage with her unparalleled 

brand of bubbly and unimaginably 

dangerous showgirl, while adorned in the 

most intricately fabulous costumes. And that’s 

not all… this season the Picture House will host 

none other than comedy legend – the Prince of 

Polyester himself, Bob Downe – Bob gasps, ‘I’m 

so excited, and I just can’t hide it… see you at the 

Winter Burlesque! As host, I know how to keep my 

balls in the air. Look out for heaps of naughty fun!’

But it doesn’t stop there! Lil’ Cheeky, the family-friendly 

circus bonanza is back in an all new, all ages circus show 

that no one – young or old – should miss. It’s got the 

sass and attitude of the late-night shows but without 

the guilt of leaving any of the family behind – 13 and 
20 July at 2pm with family discounts available.

Want front row seats to any of the events? Fancy 

a discount on your Burlesque tickets? Or any of 

the Picture House gigs? Then join the Housemate 

program with benefits including priority entry to 

all shows, a 20 per cent discount on tickets for you 

and three friends, exclusive membership events and 

access to tickets throughout the year. You’ll also 

be supporting a local community not-for-profit 

entertainment venue. Consider yourself a friend 

with benefits.

The Garden Bar is open an hour before showtime, 

during the show, and at interval so you can grab a 

bite and a fancy cocktail.

And be sure to check out their brand new July to 

September program.

Bruns does Burlesque season runs 11 to 28 
July. Tickets at brunswickpicturehouse.com.
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Gaynor Morgan and Abby Parkes, sopranos 
Hamsa Arnold, keyboard 
Belinda Manwaring, cello 

Directed by Nicholas Routley 
Sunday 7th July 2024 3pm 

Mullumbimby Civic Memorial Hall 
55 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby 

voxcaldera@gmail.com 

SWEETEST NIGHTINGALE: 
THE ART OF CLAUDIO MONTEVERDI

VOX CALDERA CHAMBER CHOIR

BayFM sponsorship is the trusted way
to reach buyers in Byron and beyond.

Connect your
business to 10,000

loyal locals

SCAN QR CODE FOR DETAILS AND TIX 

THE SWEETEST NIGHTINGALE
Sweetest Nightingale, the Art of Claudio Monteverdi is the 

latest offering from the Northern Rivers’ renowned Vox 
Caldera Chamber Choir.

They will perform a concert, on Sunday in Mullumbimby, 

devoted to the music of the most famous composer of the 

Italian Renaissance.

This was a period of cultural vitality inspired by ancient 

Greece and Rome, when artists like Michelangelo flourished. 

In music too, there was a brilliant flowering – Monteverdi 

was a master of the madrigal, in which the voices have 

separate lines that interweave ingeniously.

The lyrics of these songs are witty poems all about the 

delights and torments of love, often with erotic allusions. 

The choir’s 20 voices are divided into mostly five, but 

as many as eight parts, as they soar and ring, magically 

intertwining. The pure sound of golden voices is 

unaccompanied except for chamber organ and cello 

reinforcing the bass line.

International solo soprano Gaynor Morgan joins the 

choir to sing some delightful duets with Vox’s own Abby 
Parkes, and to perform the famous ‘Lament of Ariadne’, who 

is abandoned by Theseus on a desert island in the mythical 

tale. Her distraught despair, jealous pleading and indignant 

rage make for a virtuosic drama of operatic intensity.

Gaynor was a soloist with Glyndebourne Opera in the 

UK before settling in Queensland, and she is a frequent 

collaborator with distinguished maestro Nicholas Routley, 

conductor of the choir, and formerly of the Sydney Chamber 

Choir and Sydney University.

The concert is at 3pm on Sunday at Mullumbimby 
Civic Memorial Hall. Admission $25 / $20 at door 
(cash preferred)

ABOUT RHODA’S COUSIN
Rhoda Roberts in My Cousin Frank is powerful, 

enlightening and entertaining. My Cousin 
Frank is an unmissable experience with one 

of Australia’s greatest artistic and cultural 

leaders, Rhoda Roberts AO. Join Rhoda in a 

special evening of personal storytelling as she 

shares tales of her first cousin Frank, a boxing 

champion – who was the first Aboriginal 

Olympian – and the irrepressible Roberts family 

of Lismore.

‘These are important stories about the places 

we call home, our shared past, and aspirations 

for a better tomorrow,’ says Roberts. ‘The 

Roberts fighting family of Lismore story is set in 

a time where poverty and authoritarian control 

ruled, enforced by the government’s Aborigines 

Protection Board policies. Through the richness 

of love and the Roberts work ethic, Frank rose 

above this and was the pinnacle of athletic 

achievement entering the new world of the 

Olympic Games. 

‘I am so proud to be telling an element of our 

family story.’

Directed by Kirk Page, Rhoda brings the 

fighting spirit of Frank and her mob to life on 

stage with My Cousin Frank as she recalls a 

family’s journey from the tumultuous era of 

dispersal and silence to navigating a world 

controlled by government policy.

Rhoda Roberts AO is a Widjabul Wia-bal woman 

of the Bundjalung nation. She is an award-

winning producer, artistic director, journalist, 

broadcaster, actor and arts advisor. Amongst 

her many achievements Rhoda co-founded 

Australia’s first national Aboriginal theatre 

company, was the first Aboriginal presenter 

on prime-time TV, founded and directed the 

Festival of Dreaming and was Head of First 

Nations Programming for the Sydney Opera 

House. Roberts was awarded an Order of 

Australia in 2016 for distinguished service to 

the performing arts.

Rhoda is NORPA’s Creative Director of First 

Nations.

My Cousin Frank with Rhoda Roberts 
– Saturday, 24 August at Star Court 
Theatre Lismore. Friday 30 and Saturday 
31 August at Byron Theatre. Tickets at 
www.norpa.org.au.

enTErTaInMenT
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Session Times Ballina Fair Cinema

Ballina Fair Shopping Centre FREE parking Book Online at palacecinemas.com.au

Thurs, July 4 - Wed, July 10

A QUIET PLACE: DAY ONE 
(M) NFT

Thurs: 5:00PM, 7:30PM.
Fri, Sat, Sun: 5:00PM, 7:40PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 3:20PM,
5:00PM, 7:40PM

DESPICABLE ME 4 (PG)

Thurs: 9:45AM, 12:00PM, 
3:00PM, 4:40PM.
Fri, Sat, Sun: 9:45AM, 12:00PM, 
3:20PM, 5:30PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 9:45AM,
12:00PM, 2:30PM, 5:30PM

FLY ME TO THE MOON (M)

Wed: 7:15PM

INSIDE OUT 2 (PG)

Daily except Thurs, Wed: 
10:15AM, 12:30PM, 2:45PM,
5:15PM, 7:30PM.
Thurs: 10:00AM, 12:15PM,
2:30PM, 5:15PM, 7:15PM.
Wed: 10:15AM, 12:30PM, 
2:45PM, 5:15PM

MIDNIGHT OIL: THE
HARDEST LINE (M)

Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun: 2:30PM

THE BIKERIDERS (M) NFT

Daily except Thurs: 10:30AM, 
7:15PM (Fine Wine Screening).
Thurs: 10:30AM, 6:45PM

SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL
MAMACRUZ (MA15+)

Thurs, Mon: 1:00PM

SATURN RETURN (CTC)

Wed: 1:00PM

SOMETHING IS ABOUT
TO HAPPEN (CTC)

Sat: 1:00PM

THE MOVIE TELLER (M)

Sun: 1:00PM

THE PRACTICE (CTC)

Tues: 1:00PM

THE SLEEPING WOMAN (M)

Fri: 1:00PM

Palace Cinemas is proud to be preserving Ballina’s cherished 
community cinema, where we’ll continue bringing exceptional 

movie experiences to the vibrant Ballina audience!

47/84 Kerr St, Ballina

SCAN TO
 JOIN FOR FREE

To receive the

 absolute lowest 

ticket price and

special offers, be 

sure to join our

 Free Movie Club! 

*NFT = No Free Tickets

HAVE YOU SENT 
US YOUR GIG?

Submit your event to the Echo’s free Gig Guide. 

Running in The Echo and online at echo.net.au.

gigs@echo.net.au

108 Jonson St, Byron Bay

Session Times

For all session times to the Spanish Film Festival, please check online. Please check online for ALL films screening.

Mercato Complex 3hrs FREE parking Validation for all Palace Cinemas customers.

Session times subject to change - check web for most up to date sessions.

*NFT = No Free Tickets.

Book Online at palacecinemas.com.au

Thurs, July 4 – Wed, July 10

SPECIAL SCREENINGS
FLY ME TO THE MOON
(M) DISARONNO SCREENING

Wed: 7:00PM

MIDNIGHT OIL: THE 
HARDEST LINE
(M) ONE WEEK ONLY

Daily: 3:45PM

FAMILY FILMS
DESPICABLE ME 4 (PG)

Daily: 10:30AM, 11:15AM, 
12:40PM, 1:30PM, 3:00PM, 
5:15PM, 6:10PM

INSIDE OUT 2 (PG)

Daily: 10:40AM, 11:30AM, 
12:50PM, 1:45PM, 2:45PM, 
4:00PM, 5:00PM, 6:15PM, 
7:30PM

THE MOUNTAIN (PG) NFT

Daily: 11:15AM

ALL FILMS
A QUIET PLACE: DAY ONE
(M) NFT

Daily: 1:20PM, 4:00PM, 6:15PM, 
8:30PM

A SILENCE (MA15+) NFT

Daily except Wed: 10:45AM, 
1:00PM, 3:15PM, 6:10PM.
Wed: 10:45AM, 1:40PM, 3:15PM, 
6:10PM

BAD BOYS: RIDE OR DIE
(MA15+)

Daily: 8:20PM

FURIOSA:
A MAD MAX SAGA (MA15+)

Daily: 5:30PM

HORIZON: AN AMERICAN 
SAGA - CHAPTER 1 (M) NFT

Daily: 3:40PM, 7:15PM

THE BIKERIDERS (M) NFT

Daily except Thurs, Wed: 
10:50AM, 1:20PM, 3:50PM, 
7:15PM.
Thurs: 10:50AM, 1:20PM, 
3:50PM, 7:00PM.
Wed: 10:50AM, 1:20PM, 
3:50PM, 8:20PM

THE CONVERT (MA15+)

Daily except Wed: 11:00AM, 
1:30PM, 8:30PM.
Wed: 11:00AM, 8:30PM

THE FALL GUY (M)

Daily except Wed: 8:20PM

THE PROMISED LAND (MA15+)

Daily: 8:30PM

WEDNESDAY 1
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
JASON DELPHIN
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM
JORDAN MAC
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON BAY, 
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM MATT BUGGY
BANGALOW BOWLO 7.30PM 
BANGALOW BRACKETS OPEN 
MIC
BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS 
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL
ELTHAM HOTEL 6.30PM NOT 
QUITE FOLK JAM

THURSDAY 4
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
TRILLAH
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
5.30PM JOCK BARNES + SKEGS 
+ CARLA GENEVE
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON BAY, 
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM ALEX BOWEN + DJS
COURTHOUSE HOTEL, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 8PM THE 
TENANTS + REAL JARRAH
BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS 
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 5PM ROO 
MACKERRAS
LISMORE CITY BOWLO 7PM THE 
SUPPER CLUB
M-ARTS, MURWILLUMBAH, 8PM 
BUSTED CHOPS
THE BURROW, CABARITA, 6PM 
OPEN MIC NIGHT

FRIDAY 5
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
JBS BLUESBREAKERS
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
DÉVU + JEROME WILLIAMS 
BAND
BYRON THEATRE 7.30PM NICKI 
PARROTT – FEELIN’ GROOVY
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON BAY, 
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL
COMMUNE CANTEEN @ 
HABITAT, BYRON BAY, 11.30AM 
SALTY SWING
PLAYGROUND, BYRON BAY, 3PM 
EARTH, JAM & FIRE
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 4PM 
ZAC OF ZAC & JOE, 7PM DJ 
JR.DYNAMITE

THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM DAN HANNAFORD
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM 
MATTY ROGERS
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
8PM KRAPPYOKEE WITH JESS
CLUB LENNOX 7PM TWO TEARS 
IN A BUCKET
BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS 
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL
CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 7PM MILO GREEN 
DUO
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 7.30PM DJ 
OVALS
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 8PM 
BUSTED CHOPS
THE CHANNON TAVERN 7PM 
THREE STRING THEORY
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6PM MARK AITKEN,
6.30PM PHIL GUEST
THE BURROW, CABARITA, 5PM 
GREGG PETERSON
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 5PM 
TAHLIA MATHERSON
SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 6PM 
DONNY SHADES

SATURDAY 6
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
PAPER LANE
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 9PM 
IZAEAH MARSH BAND + DJ 
ZAC EWING
BYRON THEATRE 7.30PM THE 
BUDDY KNOX PROJECT
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON BAY, 
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL
HOWL & MOAN, BYRON BAY, 
10AM BUNNY RACKET ‘POWER’ 
ALBUM LAUNCH
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 5PM DJ 
KAI NOON
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM ISAAC FRANKHAM TRIO
OTHERWORLD, BYRON BAY, 8PM
LIQUIDELIC + DJ PEACH
BANGALOW HOTEL 4PM THE 
LONESOME BOATMAN
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4.30PM 
SAM BUCKLEY BAND
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM STEVE BANKS 
AND THE SIDEMEN
MULLUMBIMBY CIVIC HALL 
7PM LITTLE BIG BANG FEAT. 
MOHAMED BANGOURA (BK)
CLUB LENNOX 7PM 3 PLAY
BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS 
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL

BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 6PM 
TURTLE BOY DUO
CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 8PM HARRY NICHOLS 
BAND
THE CHANNON TAVERN 6.30PM 
KARAOKE
NIMBIN BOWLO 6PM THE 
HOOCHERS
THE BURROW, CABARITA, 5PM 
NEIGHBOURS FROM HELL
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 5PM 
BLAKE EVANS
SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 6PM 
MARSHALL OKELL
SHEOAK SHACK, FINGAL HEAD, 
2PM BILL JACOBI

SUNDAY 7
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
MARSHALL OKELL DUO
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
4.30PM GOODRICH + SO YOU 
THINK YOU CAN DJ
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON BAY, 
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 2PM DJ 
DAVID BANGMA
YULLI’S, BYRON BAY, 3PM 
YULLI’S OPEN MIC
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
7PM HARRY NICHOLS
THREE BLUE DUCKS, 
EWINGSDALE, 1.30PM VERSACE 
BOYS + JOSH HAMILTON
BANGALOW HOTEL 2PM JASON 
AYALA-SPARE
BANGALOW BOWLO 7.30PM 
BANGALOW BRACKETS OPEN 
MIC
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4PM 
HAYLEY GRACE & THE BAY 
COLLECTIVE
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 4PM BABILALI 
DANCERS PRESENT FIRE IN 
THE BELLY
MULLUMBIMBY CIVIC 
HALL 3PM VOX CALDERA 
CHAMBER CHOIR – SWEETEST 
NIGHTINGALE
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
3PM OPEN MIC WITH THE 
SWAMP CATS
BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS 
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL
BALLINA RSL LEVEL ONE 
10.45AM BALLINA COUNTRY 
MUSIC CLUB, BOARDWALK 
2.30PM SUNDAY BLUES CLUB 
SESSIONS FEAT THE HOW 
DARE YOUZ

SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA, 
3PM SHAWS BAY SUNDAY 
SESSIONS FT POLY & CO

LISMORE CITY BOWLO 2PM 
THE BOBBIE GODDARD TRIO 
+ TILLY JONES AND FINN 
CRETHAR

THE CHANNON TAVERN 2PM 
RENEE & ROO

SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 1PM INO 
PIO

MONDAY 8
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
CHRIS FISHER

BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
HAYLEY GRACE

PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON BAY, 
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL

THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
7PM MARK USHER

BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS 
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL

COOLANGATTA HOTEL 7PM 
KINGSWOOD MICROSCOPIC 
WARS + THE DELTA RIGGS + 
JACOB FITZGERALD & THE 
ELECTRIC CITY

TUESDAY 9
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
JON J BRADLEY

BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
JORDAN MAC

BYRON THEATRE 6.30PM 17TH 
ANNUAL ARAKWAL NAIDOC 
WEEK FILM SCREENING

PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON BAY, 
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL

THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
7PM MARSHALL OKELL

BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS 
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL

WEDNESDAY 10
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
FELICITY LAWLESS

BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM
HARRY NICHOLS

PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON BAY, 
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL

THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM INO PIO

BANGALOW BOWLO 7.30PM 
BANGALOW BRACKETS OPEN 
MIC

BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS 
SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL

A LITTLE BIG BANG!
What would you call a night devoted to the drum? Talkin’ 

The Drum calls it the Little Big Bang!

In the Northern Rivers, a veritable ‘drummers paradise’, 

many a djembe may be heard through the trees. The 

power of this ancient sound of hands slapping skin, 

draws you in, a primal feeling rising up inside until your 

hips are swaying and your monkey-mind abating.

The July edition of the Little Big Bang at the

Mullumbimby Civic Hall plays host to Australia’s 

absolute master of the djembe, Mohamed Bangoura 
(BK). BK, formerly of the internationally acclaimed 

Percussion de Guinea and National Ballet Ensembles of 

Conakry, and known in Guinea (West Africa) as the ‘Lion 

of Matam’, will blow your mind.

Backing him up is Spankinhide, whose very existence 

is to fuel the fire of dance. Rich rhythms, driving 

doundoun melodies, crack and boom to fill the room 

and DJ Salve Jorge will be effortlessly weaving diverse 

offerings through the night into a cohesive world 

music experience.

Opening up is Zormiwasa; 30 people playing African 

drums in unison, with dynamic arrangements led by 

Elliott Orr. Totally engaging from the first beat, the very 

essence of community.

There will also be workshops with BK – contact 
Elliott for information on 0407 372 554 or 
elliott@talkinthedrum.com.au. See BK on Saturday, 
from 7pm at the Mullumbimby Civic Hall.

GIG 
GUIDE

It’s free to list your gigs in the gig guide.
gigs@echo.net.au w: echo.net.au/gig-guid3
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Cryptic Clues 
ACROSS
1. Work’s starting on cures for marks on 

body (6)

4. Spooner’s come to Pooh, perhaps for 
oven pans and dishes (8)

10. Con finds energy in potato (5)

11. Names doctor with underpants that 
have no front (9)

12. Leads to LGBTQIA+ follow intros to 
evening news (9)

13. Tree-hugging primate depicted in 
terrible mural (5)

14. Old queen buried among remains of 
racehorses (7)

16. In swinging Bondi, catnaps offer relief 
from digestion problems (7)

18. Swimmer trapped by gang is in shock 
(7)

20. Suspended club monitor dropped off 
ring on time (7)

22. Damage seen after cold spell (5)

24. Fifty expletives close to Homer’s heart 
are disgusting (9)

26. Management matter Ten handled 
badly (9)

27. Side dish for poet, perhaps in recital (5)

28. Fifty past heroes appear in wordlists 
(8)

29. Rice really comprises breakfast food (6)

DOWN
1. Pitches stick we tossed around (7)

2. First lady and Romeo delighted by 
erotica, initially seen in a swamp (9)

3. Reveal litigant’s first letter to posh 
school (3,2)

5. Disturbed men (they’re incontinent!) 
recall problem (7)

6. Brew of lactose with almond and 
raspberry starters that can get you up 
– and down! (9)

7. The best players get a free and easy 
mate (1-4)

8. Guaranteed to follow republican 
embraced by democrat (7)

9. Echo men on radio apprehend 
comperes (6)

15. Mysterious energy I’m acting out (9)

17. Plant from NY art gallery raised in 
South American republic (9)

18. Performance of team from Madrid: all 
over City, but finally lost! (7)

19. Informal young lady left on time by 
ship (7)

20. Famine finally did the planet (6)

21. Spooner’s negative account of part of 
foot (7)

23. Farewell to the French – I left at ten 
for two (1,4)

25. Vast number trapped – in bush or 
desert (5)

Quick Clues 
ACROSS
1. Raised marks on the body often 

caused by a whipping (6)

4. Muffin tins, ramekins etc (8)

10. Defraud (5)

11. Appellations (9)

12. Begets (9)

13. Long tailed mammal related to 
monkeys (5)

14. They can go the distance (7)

16. Mylanta and Quick-Eze, for example (7)

18. Staggering (7)

20. In abeyance (7)

22. The quality of pleasing or attracting 
people (5)

24. Horrid; hateful (9)

26. Draft of a screenplay, including 
camera angles, sets etc (9)

27. Indian dish of chopped vegetables, 
commonly cucumber, in yoghurt (5)

28. Vocabularies used in connection with 
particular subjects (8)

29. Oats, sorghum etc (6)

DOWN
1. What bowlers strive for (7)

2. Shallow lake or marsh (9)

3. Tip the wink (3,2)

5. Memory loss (7)

6. Moving staircase (9)

7. Coach’s number one squad (1-4)

8. Made certain (7)

9. Vocalists who sing or rhyme over 
sampling, scratching and mixing in 
hip hop venues (6)

15. Puzzling; ambiguous (9)

17. Tea that induces relaxation (9)

18. Narration; a performance of music (7)

19. Sailing ship with high bow and stern (7)

20. Shortage (6)

21. Protective plate over the extremities 
of the lower digits (7)

23. Together; as a pair, for example, in 
sharing a meal (Fr) (1,4)

25. Crowd; throng (5)

Crossword by Stephen Clarke #10

Last week’s solution #9
L A M A H E F T P O I N T
E E E O A R A

C R I S I S C A S H B O O K
A O S U T I E

S T A P L E R S R A T T U S
O U E A A H

F R E N C H P O L Y N E S I A
A M R R A E E P
B A C H E L O R S D E G R E E
R E E E D N
I C E M A N C R A Y F I S H
C O T O I A U
A C T I V I S M S U T U R E
T S L M L W E
E L A T E G A M E A P S E

CANCER THE CRAB

ARIES: The Ram’s style is 
straightforward, but in the zodiac’s 
month of the lateral crab, which skitters 
from side-to-side towards its destination, 
people are likely to behave in the 
same way, so think indirect strategies, 
alternative tactics, diff erent entry points: 
back stairs, side door, service 
lift , window.

TAURUS: With insistent Mars in Taurus 
you’re primed to be highly motivated, 
persistent and determined. But you’ll 
also need to be sensitive this week to 
when that forward drive might veer 
towards pushy, because any feeling of 
being pressured is likely to meet with 
resistance from this week’s citizens.

GEMINI: The empathetic connection of 
Mercury and Neptune in caring water 
signs for the first days of July sensitises 
your extra-sensory listening skills. So 
tap into this open-hearted transit, and 
rather than off ering advice or solutions, 
just let people share how they’re feeling 
this week.

CANCER: Celebrated as the moon of the 
divine feminine, new moon in Cancer on 
6 July is your personal annual reset date. 
Spending this beneficial astrological 
portal in or near water can be especially 
healing, so head for the river or ocean, 
pool party or beach weekend, home bath 
or spa.

LEO: The current sun/Saturn alignment 
calls for your best heart-centred 
leadership, as in calm direction, 
downplaying drama and ensuring 
everyone’s contributions are 
acknowledged. And let’s not pretend 
that the whole of July won’t be taken 
up event-planning celebrations for this 
year’s celestial ‘festival of you’.

VIRGO: Virgo’s planet mentor Mercury 
moving into socialising mode packs your 
calendar and brightens your creative 
ideas with extra eloquence this week. If 
you’re making a pitch or presentation, go 
for maximum flair and vivacity, because 
in this lavish transit too much is likely to 
be just enough.

LIBRA: This week’s harmonising 
alignment of agreeable Venus and stable 
Saturn supports having a heart-to-
heart with friends, family, partners or 
colleagues to discuss future plans. 
Bonus news: angels are likely to arrive 
in the most ordinary of outfits, close to 
home, seemingly by accident, right on 
your doorstep. 

SCORPIO: July’s polarities combine 
tender and tough, a not unfamiliar 
scenario for Scorpios. Security-conscious 
and protective, this week suggests 
strengthening your screening processes 
and filters so you can relax your guard 
and focus on the genuine connections 
and deeper bonding available during this 
compassionate transit.

SAGITTARIUS: Early July’s sentimental 
sun, Venus and new moon ensure 
nostalgia’s strong and emotions close 
to the surface, but be choosy about who 
you unburden to. Archers are the zodiac’s 
travellers, and the land of your ancestors 
could be calling you to revisit relatives or 
places that hold family memories.

CAPRICORN: Your guiding planet 
Saturn, retrograde for the rest of this 
year in the sign of mystery, suggests that 
discerning between fact, fiction, fantasy 
and fabrication is going to be your main 
task in the coming months. The good 
news? This is something sensible Saturn’s 
reversal will definitely assist with.

AQUARIUS: July’s celestial energetics 
in your sector of eff icient organisation 
suggest a declutter of home, mind and 
habits. This is a helpful transit to review 
finances if your lifestyle’s over budget, 
to cut superfluous stuff , trim waste, 
repurpose and recycle. No need to be 
overly austere; just keep luxuries to 
aff ordable doses.

PISCES: Venus in her cosiest mode 
promises plenty of seasonal bonding, 
and may have you thinking about taking 
steps to protect what’s precious, whether 
that’s your inner sanctum, intellectual 
property or the planet’s precarious 
future – about which more next week as 
Saturn and Neptune reverse in your sign.

STARS 
BY LILITH
WITH THIS WEEK’S SUN, 
VENUS AND NEW MOON 
IN DOMESTICALLY-
ORIENTED CANCER, 
HOME IS WHERE THE 
HEAT IS, IN WAYS 
BOTH CHARMING AND 
CHALLENGING...

www.echo.net.au/soap-box

Never Give Up
A snowball’s chance in hell. That was 

what I had thought Julian Assange’s 

chances of freedom. A war in Gaza. 

A war in Ukraine. The real threat of 

Trump’s orange haze back in the 

White House. A dystopian swing 

to the far-right in France. Advance 

Australia, the scary right-wing group 

who funded the ‘No’ vote here in 

Australia declaring they’ll drop 

millions to stop Greens winning the 

balance of power in the next election 

by targeting our seat of Richmond. 

It’s hard to feel hope some days. False 

narratives reign supreme making it 

a dangerous place for peace-loving, 

tree-hugging truth tellers.

On 26 June I was flying to Canberra 

to see a friend give her inaugural 

speech as a new senator. I got an alert 

at 6am that police and security had 

made a 5am move to disassemble the 

protest camp at Wallum. So first stop 

was Wallum. I was shown photos that 

could have come from a war zone. 

Security in all black, with balaclavas 

and faces covered. They looked like 

militia. Flares being set off at the end 

of a suburban neighbourhood before 

dawn. When I arrived, I realised why 

they needed such a show of force. 

Standing for Wallum were old women, 

mums with babies, small kids, old 

men, a woman in a wheelchair. Real 

threats to public safety.

In a world of sociopaths vs empaths, 

with the former in power and the 

latter in despair, hope is something 

both fraught and precious. So hearing 

Assange was on a plane on the way 

to Canberra (on the same day as me) 

seemed too good to be true. Canberra 

was buzzing with excitement. It’s a 

city in a suit, so it rarely buzzes. I was 

with a small, very excited crew of 

people from the Northern Rivers who 

decided that we would find a way to 

get amongst the Assange action. After 

all, we are ‘Free Assange’ people. I’ve 

shared the stage with John Shipton 

many times, I’ve interviewed pro-

Assange filmmakers, I’ve attended 

rallies, gatherings, and followed 

the case since he walked into the 

Ecuadorian Embassy in 2012 and 

asked for political asylum.

So finding myself at the East Hotel 

in Kingston in the middle of the first 

press conference was overwhelming. 

The place was bursting at the 

seams. There were cameras from 

the BBC, national broadcasters, the 

independent journalists, filmmakers, 

community radio stations, politicians, 

advocates, true believers, non-

believers and me (it helps to have 

a friend who worked for Wikileaks.) 

Listening to Julian’s long-term legal 

counsel Jenny Robinson and his US 

lawyer Barry Pollack seemed surreal. 

Seeing the joy, and the relief, on the 

face of Stella Assange so close up was 

transformational. It was a moment of 

pure joy for the hopeful. For all those 

who have rallied against the powerful, 

against injustice.

In the second Assange press 

conference (yes! we made it to two!), 

Stella was asked what Assange 

would do next. ‘He will swim in the 

ocean every day. He will sleep in 

his own bed.’ That’s freedom. Of 

course none of us saw or heard from 

Assange directly. Just knowing he 

was somewhere close, a free man was 

enough. We heard there are no gag 

orders as conditions of release. I was 

in the room and heard that with my 

own ears. So in time we’ll hear from 

Assange himself. I can’t wait.

It’s an intoxicating feeling to be in the 

middle of a historic moment. To hug 

Julian’s dad. To stand with all those 

who have kept his story going. It was 

a celebration. Outside the hotel were 

three scraggy old dudes holding ‘Free 

Assange’ signage. I went outside and 

said, ‘you know you can come in. He’s 

free.’ But they chose to stay outside for 

one last protest. They’re not on-the- 

inside people. They’re voices from the 

outside. I got it.

While there were legal and political 

machinations in play, Assange being 

free is a credit to the work of those 

people on the outside. Grassroots 

activists. The people who kept the 

pressure on. The relentless energy of 

activism. Sometimes the impossible 

becomes possible.

Here’s something they don’t want 

you to know. People really do have 

the power. Assange’s freedom has lit 

a candle of hope in the darkness of 

dystopia.

Stay loud. Speak up. Don’t bend to 

bad laws.

And most importantly. Never give up.

Free Assange!? Job done.

Here’s 
something they 
don’t want you to 
know. People 

really do have the 
power. Assange’s 
freedom has lit a 
candle of hope in the 
darkness of dystopia.

MANDY NOLAN’S
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Have your property seen 
in the Echo and online!

Reach an engaged and affluent audience. 

Research shows that advertising is more 

effective placed within news content.

Contact us today for great advertising options in the 

Echo newspaper and on the website.

adcopy@echo.net.au   •   02 6684 1777   •   www.echo.net.au

UNBEATABLE ADVERTISING PACKAGES AVAILABLE 
NOW!

22,000 weekly Echo newspapers are distributed directly to homes and 

businesses across the Northern Rivers. Plus we have over 125,000 weekly 

readers online at www.echo.net.au.

View over 50 homes at www.mrpropertyservices.com.au
Email: enquiries@mrpropertyservices.com.au

139 Minjungbal Drive, Tweed Heads South
Phone: 07 5523 3431   Mobile: 0403 713 658

Mr Property Services

Tweed Broadwater - Tweed Heads South

Call us on 0403 713 658  $455,000

Tweed Broadwater - Tweed Heads South

Call us on 0403 713 658  $549,000

2 1 2

Call us on 0403 713 658  $349,000

12 1

Banksia Waters - Tweed Heads West

Call us on 0403 713 658  $249,000

2 1 1

Tweed Shores - Chinderah

2 2 2

www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

13 CORAL COURT, BYRON BAY

69 TOOHEYS MILL ROAD, NASHUA

PRICE  |  $1.275M - $1.4M

OPEN  |  Sat 6th July 11 - 11:30am

Spacious Home with Pool,
Spring Fed Dam and Acreage
in Nashua

• Spacious home surrounded by established gardens
• Expansive covered patio and sparkling pool
• Spring-fed dam
• Peaceful and private location, 10mins to Bangalow

3 11 4

3.6HA
Paul Banister
0438 856 552

Sharon McInnes
0408 659 649

Stunning Family Home - 
Adjoining Beach Reserve

PRICE  |  Contact Agent
OPEN  |  Sat 6th July 11 - 11:30am

•
sliding doors showcasing the bush outlook

• Expansive outdoor entertaining area overlooking the
heated, natural pool and pool house

• Built as a “healthy house” with low to no VOC

• Located in a quiet cul-de-sac, with direct access to
the beach track to Tallow Beach

612M2

4 42 3

Su Reynolds  
0428 888 660

0400 028 594
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www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

400 COORABELL ROAD, COORABELL ‘Hinterland’ 
Premium Vacant Land Lots – 
Secure Now, Pay in 2025!

PRICE  |  $1.1M - $1.6M

OPEN  |  Sat 6th July 10 - 10:30am

• Exclusive boutique subdivision of cleared level and
undulating vacant land lots

• All lots have power available and the potential to
build two homes as a dual occupancy (STCA)

• Breath-taking views, lush surroundings, and close
proximity to key destinations

•  7 mins to Federal, 15 mins to Bangalow, 20 mins to the
beaches of Byron Bay

2.5ACRES - 15.2ACRES

Denzil Lloyd  
0481 864 049

Tara Torkkola 
0423 519 698

22/183-205 BROKEN HEAD ROAD, SUFFOLK PARK Coastal Retreat: Modern 
Apartment near Tallow Beach

PRICE  |  $950,000 - $990,000

OPEN  |  Thurs 4th July 12 - 12:30pm

Sat 6th July 11 - 11:30am 

• Located at the rear of a secure, gated complex

• Spacious, open-plan living adjoins a large, covered
deck

• Air-conditioning and ceiling fans

• Close proximity to Tallow Beach, Suffolk Park and Byron

174M2

2 21 1

Maggie Kelly  
0416 013 788

39 BILIN ROAD, MYOCUM ‘Flindersia’
A Stunning, Serene Retreat 
Immersed in Nature and 
Complete Privacy

PRICE  |  $2.25M - $2.45M

OPEN  |  Sat 6th July 11 - 11:30am

• Main house thoughtfully renovated plus multiple
outbuildings creating endless opportunities

• Expansive, park like grounds providing versatility to suit
your lifestyle

• Private, yet centrally located within minutes of Brunswick
Heads, Mullumbimby and Byron

• Northerly aspect

7.7ACRES

3 23 4

Denzil Lloyd  
0481 864 049

Tara Torkkola 
0423 519 698

3/7 KEATS STREET, BYRON BAY Modern Oasis in the Heart 
of Byron Bay!

PRICE  |  $1.8M - $2M

OPEN  |  Sat 6th July 9 - 9:30am

• Meticulously designed for ease of living

• Generously sized bedrooms, the main featuring an
ensuite, walk-in wardrobe and a private deck

• Private courtyard, with covered BBQ area

• Prime location, walking distance to the center of Byron

419M2

4 21 2

Su Reynolds  
0428 888 660

Denzil Lloyd  
0481 864 049
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Property

Open for inspection

www.echo.net.au/ofi

Property Business Directory

NP CONVEYANCING
PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE

NPC

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE?
We are here to help

PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS 
IN BYRON BAY NOW

NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE 
IN POTTSVILLE                  Lic No 06000098

Our services are:

• Conveyancing NSW and 

QLD – competitive fixed 

prices!  • Complex Property 

Matters  • Sale & Purchase 

of Business  • Retirement 

Village Contracts  

• Leasing  • Options

P: 02 6687 0548   |   F: 02 6678 0352   |   Suite 2/5 Lismore Rd, Bangalow NSW 2479

hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au   |   www.bangalowconveyancing.com.au

CONVEYANCING

Buying & Developing 
Property?

caconstructionmanagement.com.au

Craig Adams 
Project Manager / Director

0411 575 991
craig@cacm.net.au

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

VIGILANT SINCE 1986

First National Byron Bay 
• 160 Reardons Lane, Swan Bay. Thurs 11–11.30am

• 22/183-205 Broken Head Road, Suffolk Park. Thurs 12-12.30pm

• 62A Shelley Drive, Byron Bay. Thurs 12-12.30pm

• 13 Cavvanbah Lane, Byron Bay. Thurs 12–12.30pm

• 7/18-20 Jacaranda Drive, Byron Bay. Thurs 1–1.30pm

• 1 Settlement Road, Main Arm. Fri 10–10.30am

• 1363 Main Arm Road, Upper Main Arm. Fri 11–11.30am

• 1/1-2 Cape Court, Byron Bay. Fri 12–12.30pm

• 6 Victor Place, Lennox Head. Sat 9–9.30am

• 7/11-19 Cooper Street, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am

• 3/7 Keats Street, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am

• 26K Coomburra Crescent, Ocean Shores. Sat 9.30–10am

• 1 Settlement Road, Main Arm. Sat 10–10.30am

• 10 Oakland Court, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 146 Alcorn Street, Suffolk Park. Sat 10–10.30am

• 1 Settlement Road, Main Arm. Sat 10–10.30am

• 400 Coorabell Road, Coorabell. Sat 10–10.30am

• 36 Robin Street, South Golden Beach. Sat 10.30–11am

• 39 Bilin Road, Myocum. Sat 11–11.30am

• 1/118 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am

• 1363 Main Arm Road, Upper Main Arm. Sat 11–11.30am

• 13 Coral Court, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am

• 69 Tooheys Mill Road, Nashua. Sat 11–11.30am

• 22/183-205 Broken Head Road, Suffolk Park. Sat 11–11.30am

• 12 Brandon Street, Suffolk Park. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 35 Bencluna Lane, Eureka. Sat 12.15–12.45pm

• 8 Pecan Court, Suffolk Park. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 50 Rocky Creek Dam Road, Dunoon. Sat 1–1.30pm

• 28 Coolamon Scenic Drive, Mullumbimby. Sat 1.30–2pm

• 6/51 Belongil Crescent, Byron Bay. Sat 1.30–2pm

• 371 Whian Whian Road, Whian Whian. Sat 2–2.30pm

Mana Re
• 28 Philip Street, South Golden Beach. Wed 1–1.30pm

• 119 Commercial Road, Murwillumbah. Sat 9–9.30am

• 16 Eloura Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 9–9.30am

• 46 Orana Road, Ocean Shores. Sat 9–9.30am

• 10 Palmer Avenue, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am

• 4 Brunswick Street, New Brighton. Sat 10–10.30am

• 142 Bakers Road, Dunbible. Sat 10–11am

• 28 Philip Street, South Golden Beach. Sat 11–11.30am

• 39A Granuaille Road, Bangalow. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 6 Central Park Lane, Casuarina. Sat 12–12.30pm

McGrath Byron Bay
• 28 Carlyle Street, Byron Bay. Thur 5–5.30pm

• 299 Friday Hut Road, Brooklet. Sat 9–9.30am

• 3 Midgenberry Place, Suffolk Park. Sat 9.15–9.45am

• 69 Argyle Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 10–10.30am

• 71 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 788 Friday Hut Road, Binna Burra. Sat 10–10.30am

• 774 Friday Hut Road, Binna Burra. Sat 10.15–10.45am

• 16 Rosewood Avenue, Bangalow. Sat 11–11.30am

• 39 Ruskin Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am

• 195 Old Byron Bay Road, Newrybar. Sat 11.15–11.45am

• 6/31 Hayters Drive, Suffolk Park. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 9 Blueberry Court, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 21 Old Pacific Highway, Newrybar. Sat 12.15–12.45pm

• 1/25 Orara Court, Byron Bay. Sat 1–1.30pm

Ray White Byron Bay
• 13/183-205 Broken Head Road, Suffolk Park. Thurs 1–1.30pm

• 20/11 Constellation Close, Byron Bay. Thurs 2–2.30pm

• 346 Coorabell Road, Coorabell. Sat 10–10.30am

• 20/11 Constellation Close, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 13/183-205 Broken Head Road, Suffolk Park. Sat 10–10.30am

• 11 Greenview Place, Skennars Head. Sat 10.30–11am

• 154 Old Bangalow Road, Byron Bay. Sat. 11–11.30am

• 4 Old Byron Bay Road, Newrybar. Sat 11–11.30am

• 1 Hayters Drive, Suffolk Park. Sat 11–11.30am

• 23&23A Parrot Tree Place, Bangalow. Sat 12–12.30 pm

• 109-111 Broken Head Road, Suffolk Park. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 11 Browning Street, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

Real Estate of Distinction
• 79 Bayview Drive, East Ballina. Sat 10–10.30am

• House 1 No. 1 Canowindra Court, South Golden Beach.

Sat 12–12.30pm

• 81 Harwood Road, Burringbar. Sat 1.30–2pm

Tim Miller Real Estate
• 14 Browning Street, Byron Bay. Sat 9.45–10.15am

• 15 Ivory Curl Place, Bangalow. Sat 10.45–11.15am

• 1271 Lismore Road, Clunes. Sat 11.45am–12.15pm

• 5 Ewandale Close, Clunes. Sat 12.45–1.15pm

• 20 Federation Drive, Eltham. Sat 1.45–2.15pm

New listings
First National Byron Bay
• 22/183-205 Broken Head Road, Suffolk Park

• 1363 Main Arm Road, Upper Main Arm

Mana Re
• 46 Orana Road, Ocean Shores

• 10 Palmer Avenue, Ocean Shores

McGrath Byron Bay
• 788 Friday Hut Road, Binna Burra. Sat 10–10.30am

• 774 Friday Hut Road, Binna Burra. Sat 10.15–10.45am
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Powerful, Driven and Successful
Amanda Hasson 

0406 776 483
Rez Tal

0405 350 682
Jiah Blair 

0401 374 665

byronproperty.com.au
info@ byronproperty.com.au

PREMIUM SALES RESULTS IN A CHANGING MARKET

BRYCE & RACHEL CAMERON - 0412 057 672

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au

millerrealestate.com.au
@timmiller_realestate

AGENTS

Professional and results driven with 
extensive knowledge. Servicing the 
Byron Shire and beyond.

Call Paul for an appointment today.

PAUL PRIOR
SALES

0418 324 297
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

SHARON McINNES
SALES

0408 659 649
sharon@byronbayfn.com

TARA TORKKOLA
SALES

0423 519 698
tara@byronbayfn.com

@taratorkkolafirstnational

@taratorkkola_realestate

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

VICKI COOPER
0418 231 955
vickicooper@atrealty.com.au
www.vickicooper.com

VICKI  COOPER

“Vicki was efficient and organised, always 
helpful, always available.”

Verified Review

“Vicki gave useful info on preparing property for sale with 
attention to detail and design. She dealt well with inquiries and 
showing people over the house and walking with them on tracks
through our rainforest. She communicated well with clients and
solicitors during sale process, problem-solving a couple of issues 
with creativity and good communication skills. It was a delight to
work with such a a friendly and skilled agent.”

0412 833 280

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

Finance Broker

Acceptance Finance Pty Ltd ABN 62 953 405 689 Australian Credit Licence Number 391715
Credit Representative Number 395628

Home Loans
Investment Loans
First Home Buyers
Car Loans

Debt Consolidation
SMSF Lending
Commercial Loans
Development Funding

FINANCE

PROPERTY STYLING

PROPERTY VALUATION

STEVE TANCRED
Property Valuer 
and Consultant
Prompt advice directly 
from valuer principal

FROGLEY TANCRED AND ASSOCIATES PTY LTD
Lennox Head, NSW • 0428 875 396  •  steve@frogleyvaluers.com.au

cactushillproject.com.au 
home@cactushillproject.com.au

PROPERTY STAGING
styling for sale

call us for a free quote on 
0432 574 321
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Service Directory

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE
DEADLINE: For additions and changes to the Service Directory is 12pm Friday.

LINE ADS: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid.

For line Service Directory ads email classifieds@echo.net.au.

DISPLAY ADS: $70 per week for colour display ad. Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid. 

Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high. New display ads will be placed at end of section.

For display Service Directory ads email adcopy@echo.net.au.

The Echo Service Directory is online – www.echo.net.au/service-directory

ACCOUNTS & BOOKINGS: 6684 1777

INDEX 

Accountants & Bookkeepers ..........37

Acupuncture .................................37

Air Conditioning & Refrigeration....37

Architects .....................................37

Automotive...................................37

Blinds, Awnings, Curtains, Shutters .37

Bricklaying....................................37

Building Trades .............................37

Carpentry & Joinery ......................37

Chimney Sweeps ...........................37

Cleaning .......................................37

Computer Services ........................37

Concreting & Paving ......................37

Decks, Patios & Extensions.............38

Design & Drafting..........................38 

Driveway Maintenance..................38

Earthmoving & Excavation.............38

Electricians ...................................38

Fencing.........................................38

Floor Sanding & Polishing..............38

Furniture Maker ............................38

Garden & Property Maintenance....38

Gas Fitters & Suppliers...................38

Guttering......................................38

Handypersons ...............................38

Health ..........................................38

Hire ..............................................40

Landscaping .................................40

Locksmith .....................................40

Painting........................................40

Pest Control ..................................40

Photography.................................40

Physiotherapy...............................40

Picture Framing ............................40

Plastering .....................................40

Plumbers ......................................40

Pool Services.................................40

Removalists ..................................40

Roofing.........................................40

Rubbish Removal ..........................40

Self Storage ..................................40

Septic Systems ..............................40

Smart Farming..............................40

Solar Installation ..........................40

Television Services ........................41

Tiling ............................................41

Transport ......................................41

Tree Services .................................41

Truck Hire & Haulage.....................41

Upholstery....................................41

Valuers .........................................41

Veterinary Surgeons......................41

Water Filters .................................41

Welding........................................41

Window Cleaning and Repairs .......41

Window Tinting ............................41

ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS 

BOOKKEEPER Reg BAS provider, payroll, A/P, A/R. Xero & MYOB. Local, reliable. ........0410 206627

BYRON BOOKKEEPING BAS, Payroll, AR/AP, Xero, QB, MYOB......................................0415 639548

ACUPUNCTURE 

ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis.............................................0490 022183

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

Mullumbimby 
Refrigeration & 
Airconditioning 
Services

– Sales – Installation – Repairs 
– All Commercial Refrigeration 
– Residential & Commercial

Airconditioning 
– Coolroom Design & Construction 
– Freezer Rooms

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby  
Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492 6684 2783

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 23 yrs exp. Lic. 178464C AU30147 ............................0422 291433

ARTISAN AIR Airconditioning and refrigeration. .............................................................. 66809394

ARCHITECTS

OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au.............................................. 66855001

AUTOMOTIVE

6684 5296

CASH PAID FOR
UNWANTED CARS

Free metal drop off
Locally owned 6684aally owownedd

$50–$1500

CAR BODY REMOVAL
ABSOLUTELY FREE

BODY REMOVAL
CASH ON THE SPOT GUARANTEE
$50 - $1000
WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES & VANS
PHONE 0466 113 333 24/7
EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au

BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION

666800 8862
FREEE MEASUREE QUOTEE 

     
    

  

CURTAINS 

SUNSCREENS 

AWNINGS  
ROLL BLINDS 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

LOCAL    

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

B L I N D S    S H U T T E R S    A W N I N G S    C U R T A I N S

BRICKLAYING

BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors. Lic 291958C. Phone Mark ........................................0409 444268 

BUILDING TRADES

• DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable 

market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

Structural – Landscaping
Fencing – Composite Decking
Hardwood – Pine – Hardware

B&B Timbers
66867911

110 Teven Road, Ballina
New logo - Same quality & service

sales@bbtimbers.com.au            www.bbtimbers.com.au

www.stoneysbuildingcreations.com

Licensed builder, 
specialising in 
Bathroom renovations.Quality workmanship, and reliable and personalised service.0417 654 888

Lic: 317362C

CUSTOM BUILD

FINE DESIGN •New Builds •Decks & Entertaining Areas 
•Renovations 

Enquiries@superiorprojects.com.au
SAM 0451 161 131

SUPERIORPROJECTS.COM.AU

NSW LICENCE: 399692C

•All Aspects of Carpentry & Building

BUILDER – JOHN McGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C.............0415 793242

HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C...............................................0432 565060

FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C ......................... 66808162 

BUILDER Extensions, reno, new homes, insurance, landscaping, all jobs Lic 19953Q ...0403 458177

CARPENTER / JOINER 30 years experience. Prompt efficient service. Other licence trades available.

 Lic 43794C. 24/7 Emergency call-out available inc 4x4WD access.................................0423 500693

ALL CARPENTRY & BUILDING WORK Owner builder friendly Lic 203206c .................0424 158585

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
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CHIMNEY SWEEPS

BLACKS chimney sweeping & repairs AHHA member, insured. 3rd generation......................... 66771905

CLEANING

Services List

(Low Pressure Softwashing)
Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings,
Solar panels, Retaining walls
Driveways, Paths, Pavers, 
Fences, Decks, Patios, 
Pool areas.

Locally owned and Operated

Residential and Commercial

No job too big or small

Obligation free quote

Fully insured

0426 119 550      info@nraquapressurecleaning.com.au      ABN: 47576013867

AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING

Byron Bay 5 Stars
CLEANING SERVICE

CLEANS: Holiday, Residential, Bond, Commercial, Spring.

Phone Mick 0409 009 024
Email: mickbhl@gmail.com

PROFESSIONAL LOCAL CLEANER exc references, good rates. Shire wide. Ph Krissy ....0410 860330

BETTY’S CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES...................................... Text 0476 984649

COMPUTER SERVICES

One-on-one, patient, experienced 

Phone or email: 0420 235 624 
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

FLASH COMPUTERS Mac & PC. Affordable & helpful. 77 Stuart Street, Mul lumbimby 02 66844124

CONCRETING & PAVING

SALISBURY 
CONCRETING  

Li
c.

13
67

17
c

Over 30 yrs’ local experience.
All forms of concreting. 
Residential • Civil • Industrial 

DARYL 0418 234 302

Lic No. 337066C

ALL AROUND 

CONCRETING
Free 

Quotes
Call
Daniel 0424 876 155

Tipper Truck with Driver Hire

SHAKA CONCRETING Licensed and insured Lic 391742C. .............................................0402 728207

EXCAVATOR & TIPPER HIRE Concreting & landscaping................................................0484 861966
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DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS

DECKS
FREE QUOTES

Call Mark 0498 115 182

Li
c 

N
o 

14
23

83
C

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY DECK RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

easily sand over nail/screw heads!

THE DECK DOCTOR Sanding & refinishing, cable balustrading. Free quotes. Richard ...0407 821690

BYRON & BEYOND PATIOS Builder of patios roofs, opening roofs, carports & decks ...02 66802393

DESIGN & DRAFTING

DAVID ROBINSON DESIGN DRAFTING All Council & construction requirements ......0419 880048

BYRON ENERGY EFFICIENT DESIGN & DRAFTING www.beedad.com.au ...............0423 531448

FENG SHUI DESIGN CONSULTANT Lizzie Bodenham livingbalancedesigns.com.au.......0431 678608

MARK OAKLEY DESIGN & DRAFTING www.modesign.au...........................................0422 666464

DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

East Coast Asphalt
ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT 

& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859
SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF 

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

TINY EARTHWOR
Philip Toovey 

0409 799 909
various implements available for limited access projects

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS
• DRAINAGE DESIGN • DRIVEWAYS • PADS • WATERWAYS

• ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344 939      www.360earth.com.au

 1.7 Tonne Excavator

 Fully Insured 

 Rockbreaker

 300mm and 450mm Auger

 3M Tipper Truck

 No job too small

Lic 378040C

Phone James  0429 888 683

NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr. 0402 716857

ELECTRICIANS

0439 624 945  AH 02 6680 4173
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

ALL JOBS: SMALL 
OR LARGE

Lic: 154293c

LEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIANLEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIAN
DOMESTIC •• COMMERCIAL •• INDUSTRIAL

SERVICING: •• Tweed •• Byron •• Lismore •• Kyogle
•• Mains installs / alterations •• Switchboard upgrades

•• Meter queries •• Tree maintenance near services

Matthew Rutland  matt.positivelectrical@gmail.com

0439 733 703
NSW Lic# 312117  ASP Lic# 5547 AUTHORISATION# 503808

0458 267 777

Lic. 211410C

matthesparky.com.au

Domestic   Commercial   Industrial   Solar

JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data, TV, TV Antennas. Lic 133082C ....0432 289705

BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small...0422 136408

VALLEY WAY ELECTRICAL, 15 yrs exp. Domestic, commercial, new builds. Lic 253977c 0475 910622

JIM LABELLE ELECTRICAL O.Shores, Mullum, Byron, Bruns. Lic 176417C.......................0415 126028

FENCING

BYRON & BEYOND FENCING Any fence, any time, prompt quotes....... 66804766 or 0439 078549

EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. ..................................................0432 107262

FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable.......0416 424256

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING

THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

FURNITURE MAKER

custom furniture and joinery

@ianmontywooddesign         0414 636 736
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GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

0430 297 101
livingearthgardens.com.au

Est. 2010

All aspects gardening & mowing
Enhancive garden makeovers

• Lawn and Garden Maintenance • Paddock Slashing 
• Slope Mowing • Tree Pruning • Vegetation Control 

• Hedge Reductions • 1–4 Worker Garden Blitzes
Call Paul  0403 316 711   gracewoodlandscapes.com.au

Servicing the Northern Rivers
• Driveway & Land Excavations

• Fire Hazard Reduction

• Pothole Repair

• Slashing & Brush Cutting

• Acreage Mowing

0448 749 464 | valiantpropertymaintenance.au

MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter................0423 756394

GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured .66841778 or 0405 922839

A-Z gardening & maintenance, lawns, acreage, hedges, gutters, rubbish removal, tip runs 0405 625697

LEAF IT TO US Specialists in tree services and acreage mowing ....................................0402 487213

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m3 trailer..............................................................0408 210772

RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging.........0424 805660

GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael .........................0497 842442

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, Rural & residential, earthworks, lawn & pool care, tip runs.0449 220357

GW MAINTENANCE Ride-on mowing, acreage and large lawns. Ph George..................0408 244820

GARDENING, WEEDING, general garden jobs. Min. 4 hours $45 p/h. ................. Jordan 0434 129966

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Rural & residential, earthworks, lawn & pooi care, tip runs 0449 220357

GAS FITTERS & SUPPLIERS

Free Delivery
No Rental
Reliable

Locally Owned 
Est 1996

www.brunswickvalleygas.com  •  0408 760 609

GUTTERING

Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.

www.spotlessgutters.com.au
0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 180 623 364 42

 Gutter guard
 Gutter cleaning
 Locally owned
 Fully insured
 Free quotes

HANDYPERSONS

HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, welding ......................................... 66884324 or 0476 600956

AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne...............................0423 218417

ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN. Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark ........0402 281638

HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling. Michael ........0421 896796

LOCAL, HONEST, RELIABLE, high quality work. Home maintenance, odd jobs. Ray..0407 802281

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, fit-out. Reliable. Lic 192987C .....................................0437 202050

A HANDY GUY Small jobs. All trades. Bruns, Ocean, SGB & Mullum............................0413 721410

REEL HANDYMAN Roofing, carpentry, repairs, all small jobs considered. Cain .............0491 278483

HEALTH

Located in Ocean Shores NSWLocated in Ocean Shores NSWLocated in Ocean Shores NSW
041492198204149219820414921982 FREE 45 Min ConsultFREE 45 Min ConsultFREE 45 Min Consult
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• OTHER HEALTH RELATED SECTIONS IN THIS SERVICE DIRECTORY: Acupuncture, Chiropractic, 

Counselling, Dentists, Osteopathy, Physiotherapy

ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne ........................................... 66857366

MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations.............. 66843002

AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen – Om Healing..............................0422 387370

HIRE
MULLUM HIRE Marquees & all event equipment. Tools & machinery. Pool supplies & service 66843003

LANDSCAPING 

Text or Ph: 0448 401 638

LANDSCAPING & EARTHWORKS

goldleaflandscaping

20 years local experience       

8

KSKSKSK

www.goldleaflandscaping.com.au4 ton Kobelco 10 ton Kobelco

LALA

• General Landscape Creation
• Rural Lifestyle Landscaping
     Specialists
• Outdoor Carpentry (decks/ out
     buildings/ fencing/ garden walls etc)

• Garden overhauls
• Camphor/
     Macadamia Conversions
• Mass Plantings and
     Rainforest Creation

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic 277154C ..............................................0423 700853

LOCKSMITH

| EMERGENCY SERVICE | LOCKS & HARDWARE 
| CCTV SYSTEMS | SAFES | ACCESS CONTROL 
| INTERCOMS

M/L: 000100018

 0422 185 466

Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair .......0412 764148

PAINTING
• DEPARTMENT OF FAIR TRADING INFO: When dealing with home owners, painters are required 

to quote a licence number only for external work valued over $5000.

Professional Painter/Decorator
•30+ Years Experience •Interior & Exterior 

•Reasonable Prices

0451 298 363        splosh painting/decorating  

Call now for a free quote 0466 969 067 www.allanspainting.com.au

Allan’s Painting & Decorating Service
Family business for 40 years
Interior & Exterior
Special Finishes & Wallpaper
Also available Roof Restoration

All work guaranteed Licences: NSW (R53344) & QLD (15091890)

KUT & ROLL PAINTING Local, honest, quality workmanship. Free quotes. ..................0410 707156

PEST CONTROL

Book our Termite Inspection & Pest Control package this winter and 
receive 10% off. Protect your home and save money with this limited-

time offer! Contact us today to schedule your appointment.

Phone 02 6685 4490 • Email: service@sanctuarypest.com.au

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL................................................................................ 66842018 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Tree Faerie Fotos
Professional • Commercial • Personal

www.treefaeriefotos.com • 0417 427 518

30+ years experience in commercial 
photography and photojournalism

PHYSIOTHERAPY

ANTHONY D’ORSOGNA Physiotherapy, acupuncture, hydrotherapy Suffolk Park 1 Bryce St... 66853511

OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics, 

shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman ..................................................... 66803499

PELVIC FLOOR PHYSIOTHERAPY 88 Byron St Bangalow with Lisa Fitzpatrick.............0422 993141

EWINGSDALE PHYSIO Matrix Therapy, all ages, massage. Renata ...............................0437 647137

PICTURE FRAMING

MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in Ocean Shores ..................................0403 734791

PLASTERING

PLASTERER, TRADE QUALIFIED repairs, renovations, cornices, quality assured. Kurt .0431 015414

RENDERING / SOLID PLASTERING 25 years experience. Free quotes. .......... Ph John 0406 673176

PLUMBERS

NEED A PLUMBER?NEED A PLUMBER?
DRAINER? GASFITTER?DRAINER? GASFITTER?

CALL ChayCALL Chay 0429 805 0810429 805 081
20+ YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE20+ YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE

License No. 207479C

Taking on work NOW!
0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com

Ben The Plumber
    Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores,

  Brunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds
30 years’ experience  Lic: 321191C

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t and 3m tipper truck

 Blocked drain specialist

12 month guarantee 
on most jobs

Fully insured

Drain clearing, inspections and repairs.
Reliable family owned and operated 

local business with 30 years plumbing 
experience and the latest technology. 

Phone James  0429 888 683 Lic 378040C

BILL CONNORS All plumbing/draining. Lic #1051 .................................. 66801403 or 0414 801403

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C ....0419 019035

POOL SERVICES

BLUE EDGE POOL SERVICES Cleaning, maintenance, etc. 20 years experience. Joe..........0405 411466

REMOVALISTS

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO
From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth

Just give us a ring
• Freight services to Brisbane weekly

• Carriers of fine art • Furniture removal
• E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646
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• Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne • Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne 
• North Qld • Country • Interstate • North Qld • Country • Interstate • • LOCALLOCAL

02 6684 2198  queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au

SERVICING THE NORTHERN RIVERS
AND BEYOND

Byron Coast Removals

Competitive rates and packing supplies available
0432 552 067 | 6684 5481 | byroncoastremovals@gmail.com

MAN WITH A VAN/TRUCK Reasonable rates. Phone Don ............................................0414 282813

BENNY CAN MOVE IT! .................................................................................................0402 199999

ANDY’S MOVE & MORE Artworks, pianos, small moves, tip runs................................0429 149533

ROOFING

MONTYS METAL
ROOFING

Licence NSW: 30715C
Licence QLD: 1227049 

DOMESTIC • INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL

Metal Roofing Installations
Guttering  •  Downpipes  •  Fascia

Skylights  •  Whirlybird Patios
Repairs  •  Leaf Guard

Craig Montgomery – 0418 870 362
Email: montysmetalroofing@gmail.com

www.montysmetalroofing.com.au

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY roof RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

‘Local team 10 years in business’

RUBBISH REMOVAL

OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip specialists ......................................... 0412 161564 or 66841232

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m3 trailer................................................................0408 210772

SELF STORAGE

BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE............................................................................................... 66858349 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C. 0407 439805

SMART FARMING

BYRONSENSORTECH.com.au Wireless, security, water leak, temp sensors .....................0459 422387 

SOLAR INSTALLATION

Your local, qualified team. 
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs. 

Your local, qualified team.
Specialists in standalone &
grid interact system designs.......

m 0428 320 262
e sunbeamsolar@bigpond.com
w sunbeamsolar.com.au

Call us on
6679 7228

Pioneers of the solar industry Serving Northern
NSW since 1998

Electric Lic 124600c
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TELEVISION SERVICES

DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas .......... 66843575 or 0414 922786

TILING

WALL & FLOOR TILER/WATERPROOFER/STONEMASON Lic 24418C. ...........Ph Karl 0439 232434

AJ’s TILING all aspects. Bathrooms, kitchens, walls, floors, waterproofing. Lic 239988C 0416 345202

TRANSPORT

Airpor t Transfers |  Tours |  Nights Out |  Coastal Walks
Events |  Par t ies |  Weddings |  Corporate |  Fest ivals

Call 0490 183 424

BYRON
BUS Co

arrive@byronbuscompany.com.au

Get a Quick Quote Now

Door to Door Charter Services
-

TREE SERVICES

CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES
The Fully Insured Professionals

Mark Linder Qualified Arborist
0408 202 184  

choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

•  Stump Grinding  •  Bobcat  •  Cherrypicker  
• Crane Truck  •  18" Chipper

• 20 years local knowledge and experience • Fully insured / free quotes 
• 19 inch chipper • Bobcat • Cherry picker • Crane truck

www.harttreeservices.com.au

0427 347 380

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING
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0435 019 524

Martino

TREE SERVICES

Byron Bay & Beyond

TREE CARE SPECIALISTS

leafi ttous.com.au
kascha@leafi ttous.com.au

Local . Reliable . Insured 

0402 487 213

040 0   3 37   75 8

Trees & Palms

Repor ts + Consultation

Habitat Hollows

www.trunkmonkarborist.com For the love of trees

BYRON TREE SERVICES Qualified, insured. Call Alex ....................................................0402 364852

MARTINO TREE SERVICES ............................................................................. Martino 0435 019524

LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes .......0402 487213

OUT ON A LIMB TREE SERVICES Lucas Holland Qualified arborist. ............................Luc 0402 191316

TRUCK HIRE & HAULAGE

UPHOLSTERY

BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists............................. 66805255

VALUERS

BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers ............ 0431 245460 or 66857010

VETERINARY SURGEONS

MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Willis, Mark Sebastian – After hours avail ... 66843818

NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer................................................. 66840735

WATER FILTERS

for home, commercial 
and rural properties

6680 8200 or 
0418 108 181

The Water Filter Experts

WELDING

WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless ..0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS

CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David.............................................0421 906460

WINDOW TINTING

SUNRISE W. T. 3/19-21 Centennial Cct, Byron. Cars, homes, offices, etc. High quality ..0412 158478

SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price.........................0434 875009

Find
The Echo
Service 

Directory 
online anytime at

echo.net.au/
service-directory
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Classifieds

 PUBLIC NOTICES
WHERE TO GET THE ECHO 

If you live in Lennox Head or Ballina, 
but outside our current home delivery 
area, you can pick up an Echo from 

many locations, including:
Richies IGA Ballina, Ballina RSL, One 
Stop Shop Ballina, Ballina Golf Club 

East Ballina, Brighton St Takeaway near 
the Shawsy, Seagrass Lennox, Lennox 

pub drive-through, 
Station St Grocer Lennox

PROF. SERVICES
DENTURES

LOOK GOOD
FEEL GOOD

Free consultation. SANDRO 66805002

HEALTH
HAWAIIAN MASSAGE  

Ocean Shores, Michaela, 0416332886

7 Elements 
BODYWORK with Anna.

Spinal flow.
Massage. 

0438106590

KINESIOLOGY
Clear subconscious sabotages.
Reprogram patterns and beliefs.

Restore vibrancy and 
physical health. De-stress.

0403125506
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

HYPNOSIS & EFT
Simple and effective solutions.

Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma.
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

BEETU FULL BODY MASSAGE
A divine experience. Nurturing & 

healing. 28 yrs experience. 
Lucy 0427917960

TRADEWORK

TREE SERVICES
Leaf it to us 4x4 truck/chipper, crane 
truck, stump grinding. Local, qualified, 
insured, free quotes.  0402487213

FOR SALE

MIELE WASHERS 
Dryers and dishwashers available at 
Bridglands Mullumbimby. 66842511

ARCHIBALD’S CHEAP 
QUARRY PRODUCTS

Road base, gravel, blue metal and metal 
dust. ALL SIZE DELIVERIES. 

Phone 66845517, 0418481617

WANTED
LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop 
crap! Matt 0401955052

TREE FERNS
Any shape, size. Royalties paid. 

Ongoing supply needed. 0414904396

CARAVANS
CARAVANS 

We buy, sell & consign. 
All makes & models.

0408 758 688

LAND FOR SALE
FEDERAL 50 ACRES. Unfinished cabin, 
dam, lots of trees. 0422026941

TO LET
SGB STUDIO Lg free standing private. Suit 
single worker. No pets. $390/wk. Incl.  
WiFi & bills. southgolden24@gmail.com

OCEAN SHORES Spacious, furnished, 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathroms. Ocean views. 
Mow & pool clean inc. 0403361085.

LOCAL REMOVAL
& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly, 

with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

BALLINA SELF-STORAGE UNITS
Secure. From $22p/w. Ranging 

from 10–44 m3. Across 3 locations. 
66867011

TO LEASE
STORAGE/WORKSHOP 6x3 incl elec. 
$95p/w. Billinudgel. Elders RE 66851206

GARAGE SALE

MOTOR VEHICLES

DISCLAIMER
Advertisements placed in The Byron 

Shire Echo do not reflect the views or 
opinions of the editorial staff.

The Byron Shire Echo does not 
make any representations as to the 

accuracy or suitability of any content 
or information contained in advertising 
material nor does publication constitute 

in any way an endorsement by The 
Byron Shire Echo of the content or 
representations contained therein.

The Byron Shire Echo does not accept 
any liability for the representations or 
promises made in paid advertisements 

or for any loss or damage arising 
from reliance on such content, 
representations or promises.

Mullumbimby & District
Neighbourhood Centre
Connecting the Byron Shire Community

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED

- Kitchen Hands -
- Retail Assistants -

- Drivers and Co-driver - 
- Community Support 

Assistants -
MDNC is in needs of 

dedicated volunteers to be 
part of a big loving family. 

All skill sets welcome.

Contact Sylvia - 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Mon-Fri

6684 1286

ECHO CLASSIFIEDS – 6684 1777
CLASSIFIEDS THAT 
WORK ALL WEEK!

Echo Classies also appear online:
www.echo.net.au/classifi ed-ads

CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS
PHONE ADS
Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777
AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE
Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo offi  ce:

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby
EMAIL ADS
Display (box ads) and line classifi eds, email: 
classifi eds@echo.net.au 
Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to 
Friday, 9am–5pm. Ads can’t be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

DEADLINE TUES 12PM
Publication day is Wednesday, booking deadlines 
are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT
LINE ADS:
$17.00 for the fi rst two lines 
$5.00 for each extra line 
$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

DISPLAY ADS (with a border): $14 
per column centimetre
These prices include GST.
Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.

Call Shahido 6688 2494Call Shahido 6688 2494

Osho Meditation Day Osho Meditation Day 
6 July6 July

8am Silent Dynamic 8am Silent Dynamic 
meditationmeditation

10am Osho Discourse10am Osho Discourse

12noon Osho Nataraj 12noon Osho Nataraj 
MeditationMeditation

2pm Osho Nadabrahma2pm Osho Nadabrahma

4pm 4pm Osho Kundalini  Osho Kundalini
meditationmeditation

6pm Osho Evening Meditation6pm Osho Evening Meditation

COMMUNITY 
HOT BRUNCH

FREE

FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH
• Sausage sizzle • Hot dogs • Sandwiches 

• Coffee & tea • Fruit Salad

EVERYONE WELCOME
Come one come all and join us in a meal or just a chat.

Takeaway most welcome: COVID safe rules apply.

Frozen takeaway meals now available.

10am to 12pm
In the Ballina 
Presbyterian Hall
Corner of Cherry & Crane. Just behind the Presbyterian Church.

Mindfulness @ Work

Bring greater focus, 
clarity and calm into your 

workplace.

Certified Mindfulness 
Educator Paul Bibby

0401 926 090

Body BasedPsychotherapy
Somatic Practice

Julie Wells
Anne Goslett
 (nee Mannix)

Dip.Som.Psych, Clinical PACFA Reg.
Individual and Couple Therapy

Supervision and Coaching
(02) 6685 5185

9 Fletcher St, Byron Bay

crystalsanddreaming.com.au

KINESIOL0GY
CRYSTAL HEALINGS 

& READINGS
Mullumbimby

0413 003 301

Assisting you to 
release stuck energy 

& clear issues 
creating pain, stress 

& imbalance on
all levels. 

Contact Kate 
Messenger

Certificate IV in
MASSAGE THERAPY

(HLT42021)

Create
your future.

byroncollege.org.au

0427 347 380
Fully insured • Free quotes

20 years local experience
• 19 inch chipper • Stump grinding 

• Cherry picker • Crane truck • Bob Cat 

Byron Bay & Surrounding AreasByron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 31406681 3140
Mobile 0417 698 227Mobile 0417 698 227

• Arborist • 15” Wood • Arborist • 15” Wood 
Chipper • Stump Grinder  Chipper • Stump Grinder 

• Fully Insured• Fully Insured

Could poetry ever be a 
matter for calculation?
Could chess be inspired by a 
Muse? In this story two very 

White 
Horses 
and Dark 
Knights

David Lovejoy’s 
book is available 
at The Echo

POP UP RETRO FAIR
ONE DAY ONLY

Sat July 6, 8am–4pm.  
Brunswick Memorial 

Hall, Fingal Street.

Vintage, retro, designer 
clothing & collectibles. 

Tip Runs &
Rubbish 
Removal

0408 210 772
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Classifieds North Coast news online

LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+
Work available in busy adult parlour. 

Travellers welcome. 
66816038 for details.

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED
Flexible work hours – 
perfect 2nd income

Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

THE ECHO
LENNOX DELIVERY
The Echo has a contract position 

delivering papers to:

LENNOX HEAD: 1,100 PAPERS: 
possibility to expand run. Folding, 
inserting and if necessary bagging 
papers then driving around in a car 

throwing accurately and delivering on 
foot to businesses

This job would suit a semi-retired or 
underemployed person/couple who 

just wants a reliable job to do at their 
own pace at the same time every week. 

The  successful applicant for this run 
will have an ABN, a reliable vehicle, a 
strong throwing arm, and ideally they 

will live near the distribution area. They 
will collect the papers/inserts from 

Ballina or Mullumbimby or Byron A&I 
Estate early on Wednesday and will 

have delivered all the papers by 6pm 
Wednesday. 

Suit mature or stable person. 
Commencing asap. 

Email simon@echo.net.au 
or phone/text 0409324724

WORK WANTED
PROFESSIONAL BABYSITTER, also cooks 
and cleans $29p/h. 0421821896

WORDPRESS WEBSITE CREATION
Fair rates info@wordpressit.com.au

HANDYMAN SERVICES Servicing the 
Byron Shire $50ph. Insured. 0439735817.

TUITION

MUSICAL NOTES
GUITARS, RECORDS, HI-FI

WE BUY AND SELL 66851005

FUNERAL NOTICES
With great sadness 

we announce the death of 

MAREE ROSE 
DONNELLY

aged 100, on the 27th June 2024.
Beloved wife of Les (dec); mother 
and mother-in-law to Elaine & Tom 

(dec), Leslie, Ray & Glenda, Jim (dec), 
Barbara, Michael & Colleen, and Maree; 

grandmother, great-grandmother and 
great-great-grandmother.

Family and friends are invited to a 
funeral service on Wednesday 3rd 

July at 11am at the Catholic Church 
Mullumbimby.

DEATH NOTICES

WILLIAM ‘DAVID’ PHELPS
1936 - 2024

Relatives & friends are invited to 
a celebration of David’s life at the 

Ewingsdale Hall on 13th July from 11am

PETS

ONLY ADULTS
SASHA’S LISMORE

High-class hot ladies, outcalls available
Ladies and couples welcome

66225533
sashacookstreet.com.au

BALLINA EXCLUSIVE
34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late.

In & Out Calls. 66816038. 
Ladies wanted

Find us on Facebook and Twitter! 

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP
Large variety of toys and lingerie

6/6 Tasman Way, A&I Est, Byron Bay 
66856330

SOCIAL ESCORTS
LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available for 
your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself. In-
house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

AU 37088 Lic 246545C

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
1st Year Apprentice &

A Fully Qualified Service Technician
T: 6680 9394 E: artisan@artisanair.com.au

POSITIONS VACANT

contact@thinkblinkdesign.com
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Adobe 
Tutoring

Experienced 
Professional 

Tutor
• Photoshop 
• Indesign  
• Illustrator

11/11/1949 – 28/06/2024
Died peacefully in Proserpine 

with her much-loved 
daughter, Alia, by her side.

Susie was the adored grand-
mother of Asher and Xavier, 
loving sister of Judith and 
Marcia and, as a long-term 

resident of Byron Shire, 
a friend to many.

She will be greatly missed 
and always remembered.

Rest in peace Susie.

SUSAN JOAN LEVY
’Susie’

CRITTLE,
CHARLES PETER AO

‘Peter’
21.07.1938 – 28.06.2024

Dearly loved father and 
father-in-law to Tiffany, 

Tara and Ben, Shannon and 
Jamie, Ashleigh and Jarrod.

Devoted grandfather to 
Hamish, Sashi, Darcy, 

Alexander, Lucy, Samantha, 
Kaia and William.

Adored brother of Mark, 
John (dec), James, 

Catherine, Francesca, 
Natasha and their families.

A true believer in living life 
to the fullest.

Friends and family are 
warmly invited to attend a 
funeral service for Peter at 
St James Church, 173 King 

St, Sydney at 1.30pm on 
Monday 15th July.

For those unable to attend 
a live link will be available 
from Guardian Funerals, 

North Ryde.

02 9887 2244

Rosie – 6.3-year-old desexed female Jack 
Russell (MC: 900164001290038)
Onslow – 9.6-year-old desexed male 
Miniature Fox Terrier
(MC: 900006000250381)
This little pair of sweet rascals adore 
people and lots of attention, but can be 
reactive to other dogs.
We are looking for one or two homes.
Neither dog is a hunter and once 
they’ve alerted you to visitors or passing 
walkers, dogs or noisy birds, they quieten 
down quickly.
Contact Shell on 0458 461 935.

ROSIE & ONSLOWROSIE & ONSLOW

Byron Dog Rescue (CAWI)

Visit friendsofthepound.com to 
view other dogs and cats looking for a home.

ABN 83 126 970 338
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Elliott is a 5 month old, English Staffy/Bull 
Arab X. He has a lovely nature and is so 

chilled out. With his loving Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier temperament Elliott is sure to 

make wonderful family dog. 
# 991003002444229

Location: Murwillumbah For more information 
contact Yvette on 0421 831 128. 

Interested?. Please complete our online adoption 
expression of interest. 

https://friendsofthepound.com/adoption-
expression-of-interest

1st SAT Brunswick Heads 0418 400 415

1st SUN Byron Bay 02 6685 6807

2nd SUN The Channon 02 6688 6433

2nd SUN Lennox Head 02 6685 6807

2nd SUN Chillingham 0428 793 141

2nd SUN Coolangatta
2nd SUN Tabulam

3rd SAT Mullumbimby 02 6684 3370

3rd SAT Murwillumbah 0415 328 672

3rd SAT Salt Village Market, Casuarina

3rd SUN Federal 0433 002 757

3rd SUN Uki 0487 329 150

3rd SUN Ballina 0422 094 338

4th SAT Evans Head 0432 275 765

4th SAT Kyogle Bazaar kyoglebazaar.com.au

4th SUN Bangalow 02 6687 1911

4th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764

4th SUN Murwillumbah 0415 328 672

4th SUN Coolangatta (in a 5 Sunday month)

5th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764

5th SUN Lennox Head 02 6685 6807

FARMERS/WEEKLY MARKETS
Each TUE New Brighton 0424 168 672 

Each TUE Organic Lismore
Each WED Murwillumbah 7-11 0415 328 672

Each WED Nimbin 3-6pm 0418 940 653

Each WED Newrybar Hall 4-7pm

Each THU Byron 8-11am 0414 595 169

Each THU Lismore 2.30-6.30pm 0459 309 223

Each FRI Mullum 7-11am 0424 168 672

Each FRI Evans Head 2.30-6.30 0428 291 068

Each SAT Bangalow 8-11am 0414 595 169

Each SAT Duranbah Rd 8-11am (Tropical Fruit World)

Each SAT Uki 8am-1pm 02 6679 5438

Each SAT Lismore 8.30-11am

Each SAT Wadeville 8am-12pm

Each SAT Byron Twilight Market 4pm Oct–Apr

Each SUN Ballina 7-11am

MONTHLY MARKETS

The Echo updates this guide regularly, however sometimes markets change their routine 
without letting us know. Please get in touch if you want to advise us of a change.

DATE
(July)

DAY, 
MOON 
PHASE

SUN 
RISE /

SET

MOON 
RISE /

SET

HIGH 
TIDES, 

height (m)

LOW 
TIDES, 

height (m)

3 W 6:39
17:01

3:50
14:15

0549 1.20
1845 1.79

0021 0.55
1136 0.32

4 TH 6:39
17:01

4:57
15:07

0646 1.17
1933 1.85

0120 0.48
1225 0.31

5 F 6:39
17:02

5:59
16:05

0738 1.16
2018 1.86

0210 0.43
1311 0.31

6 SA 6:39
17:02

6:55
17:06

0825 1.16
2100 1.85

0254 0.40
1355 0.31

7 SU 6:39
17:02

7:44
18:08

0907 1.16
2140 1.82

0335 0.39
1437 0.33

8 M 6:39
17:03

8:25
19:08

0947 1.17
2215 1.76

0413 0.41
1517 0.37

9 TU 6:38
17:03

9:01
20:05

1027 1.17
2250 1.69

0448 0.43
1557 0.42

10 W 6:38
17:04

9:31
21:00

1106 1.17
2323 1.62

0522 0.45
1638 0.49

11 TH 6:38
17:04

9:59
21:53

1148 1.18
2358 1.53

0556 0.47
1722 0.57

12 F 6:38
17:05

10:25
22:45

1238 1.19
0631 0.48
1813 0.65

13 SA 6:38
17:05

10:51
23:37

0035 1.42
1336 1.22

0711 0.48
1915 0.73

14 SU 6:37
17:06

11:18 0118 1.32
1443 1.27

0754 0.49
2030 0.77

15 M 6:37
17:06

11:47
0:30

0212 1.22
1547 1.35

0841 0.49
2156 0.77

16 TU 6:37
17:07

12:20
1:26

0316 1.14
1645 1.44

0930 0.48
2315 0.71

17 W 6:36
17:07

12:59
2:25

0422 1.10
1737 1.55

1020 0.45

S

SA

SUN, MOON & TIDES 
– TIMES FOR NEXT 2 WEEKS

Data sourced from Bureau of 
Meteorology. Times adjusted for 
Daylight Savings when applicable.

AMBULANCE, FIRE, POLICE 000
AMBULANCE Mullumbimby & Byron Bay
131 233
POLICE Brunswick Heads 6629 7510

Mullumbimby ......... 6629 7570
Byron Bay ................. 6685 9499
Bangalow.................. 6629 7500

STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE
Storm & tempest damage, flooding .............132 500
BRUNSWICK VALLEY RESCUE
Primary rescue .................................... 6685 1999
BRUNSWICK MARINE RADIO TOWER

............................... 6685 0148
BYRON CENTRAL HOSPITAL6639 9400
BYRON COUNCIL: EMERGENCY 
AFTER HOURS .......................... 6622 7022
NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE
(Mullumbimby) ................................... 6684 1286
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
24 hour crisis line ..........................1800 656 463
LIFELINE ............................................131 114
MENSLINE.............................1300 789 978
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 24 hours

.................................1800 423 431
AL-ANON Help for family and friends of alcoholics

.......................... 1300 252 666
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS
Meets daily ....................................... 6680 7280
NORTHERN RIVERS GAMBLING 
SERVICE ....................................... 6687 2520
HIV/AIDS – ACON
Confidential testing & information ........ 6622 1555
ANIMAL RESCUE (DOGS & CATS)

............................... 6622 1881
NORTHERN RIVERS WILDLIFE 
CARERS ....................................... 6628 1866
KOALA HOTLINE ...................... 6622 1233
WIRES – NSW Wildlife Information & 
Rescue Service.......................... 6628 1898

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

Community at Work
On The Horizon
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Email copy marked ‘On The Horizon’ to editor@echo.net.au. 

BV VIEW 
The Brunswick Valley VIEW Club will 

hold a luncheon meeting on July 11 at 

Brunswick Bowling Club, Brunswick 

Heads. Start 10.30am for 11am. The 

guest speaker will be our famous 

tennis player Pat Rafter. Members bring 

along your friends to join us. Cost of 

meal $23 with choice of three menus. 

Apologies call Wenda 0449 563 580 or 

email: wjhunt@yahoo.com.au.

Writers Fest
Friends of Libraries special Writers 

Festival event has author Jodi Rodgers 

discussing her latest book ‘Unique’ 

with Mick O’Regan on Thursday, 

August 8, 1.30pm at Ewingsdale Hall, 

Ewingsdale. Bookings are essential, 

www.byronbayfol.com. $20 FOL 

members, $25 Non-members. With 

a legendary Country Women’s 

Association afternoon tea. Plus a lucky 

door prize.

Byron Book Falr
Friends of Libraries Byron Shire are 

holding their 10th huge second hand 

Book Falr at the Byron Bay Surf Club 

Friday, 12 July to Monday, 15 July 9am 

to 4pm each day. Over the last ten 

years the book fair has raised over 

$100,000, all of which contributes 

towards supporting the Byron, 

Mullumbimby and Brunswick libraries. 

A multitude of books, all genres, 

including a good supply of fiction, 

non fiction, history, art, children’s 

and young adults just to name a few, 

always plenty to browse through in 

four magical days.

Adoption Day
Adoption Day  at the NRAS Rescue 

Shelter on Saturday, July 6 at 61 

Piper Drive, Ballina.n We currently 

have a huge number of animals in 

care, including adorable kittens 

and puppies, lots of lovely cats and 

some beautiful adult dogs. Given 

the variety of animals in care, there 

will be something for everyone. As 

well as our beautiful animals the 

$10 dog washing, nail clipping and 

microchipping services will also be 

available. Everyone is welcome from 

10am to 1pm. All animals in NRAS’ 

care are vet checked, flea and worm 

treated, microchipped, vaccinated and 

desexed prior to adoption. Adoption 

questionnaires can be downloaded 

and completed prior to Adoption Day 

and are available at: www.nras.org.au 

or other enquiries can be directed to 

the Shelter by phoning 6681 1860 or via 

email at:  shelter@nras.org.au.

Free public lecture
Byron Bay Sub-branch will be 

presenting a free public lecture titled 

‘Military Experience to Antarctica’ on 

Thursday, July 4 at 5pm at Byron Bay 

Services Club by former ADF member 

Rob Asquith. All welcome. Enquires: 

Rob 0427 089 056.

Middle East Veterans Memorial Service

An inaugural Middle East Veterans 

Memorial Service will be held at the 

Cenotaph Tennyson Street Byron 

Bay by the Byron Bay RSL sub branch 

in conjunction with the Veterans 

Motorcycle Club at 11am on Thursday, 

July 11. Free morning tea after at 

Services Club. Enquiries Jim: 0412 679 

870 or Rob: 0427 089 056.

Mullumbimby CWA
Mullumbimby CWA will celebrate 

France, the country of study for 2024, 

with a French lunch to follow the 

monthly meeting on July 10. Numbers 

are needed for catering purposes. If 

you would like to join in the French 

lunch, please call Jenny on 6684 7282 

to book. The meeting will start at 10am, 

with the lunch to follow at 11am.

Bric-a-brac Sale
Mullumbimby CWA Rooms are 

the venue for a bric-a-brac sale on 

Saturday, July 13 from 8am until sold 

out. Call in and have a cup of tea or 

coffee and cake after the flea market. 

Delicious home cooking, jams, plants, 

books and white elephant stalls are on 

offer. Mullumbimby CWA ladies would 

love to see you. Info: Jenny 6684 7282.

Prostate cancer support 

The next meeting of the Northern 

Rivers Day Prostate Cancer Support 

Group is to be held on Wednesday, 

July 10, 10am until 12 noon at the 

Alstonville Plateau Sports Club, Deegan 

Drive, Alstonville. Men previously and 

newly diagnosed with prostate cancer 

are urged to join with the group to 

experience the personal cancer stories 

told which give a great opportunity 

for all present to share, learn and 

benefit from each other. Partners and 

carers are also welcome. This will be a 

time of quality sharing on health and 

wellbeing updates. Enquiries phone 

Bob Corney 0493 075 612.

School holiday activities
School holiday activities at Byron 

Bay Library: Soul Stones Art Activity. 

Create beautiful artwork on stones 

using special tools and techniques 

on Wednesday, 10 July at 10.30am. 

Bookings essential: 6685 8540. Wonka 

Film Screening. Join us for a movie 

afternoon. BYO snacks and drinks on 

Thursday, July 18 at 3pm. Bookings 

essential 6685 8540. Popcorn provided. 

Richmond-Tweed Family 

History Society
The next monthly meeting of the 

Richmond-Tweed Family History 

Society is on Saturday July 6, 2–4pm, 

at Players Theatre, 24 Swift Street, 

Ballina. Topic ‘Connecting with Family 

Online’ presented by Rosemary 

Kopittke. For enquiries ring Victoria 

(Vicki) Evans on: 0467 573 282 or email: 

presidentrtfhs1@yahoo.com.

Bangalow Historical 

Society 
If you’re interested in making new 

friends, supporting your local Museum 

and Historical Society through 

volunteering, think about joining 

Heritage House team. We are open 

Wednesday to Saturday so come along 

anytime and meet the volunteers, 

there is lots to do from cataloging, 

exhibits, meet and greet visitors and 

if you have a particular skill that you 

think will be used here then please 

call in or phone Trisha on 0429 882 

525. Find us on Facebook or contact us 

bangalowhistorical2479@gmail.com.

End-of-Life Choices
Voluntary Euthanasia End-of-Life 

Choices are discussed at Exit 

International meetings held quarterly. 

Meetings are held at Robina, South 

Tweed and Ballina.  Attendees must be 

Exit Members. For further Information 

www.exitinternational.net or phone 

Catherine 0435 228 443 (Robina & 

South Tweed) or Peter 0429 950 352 

(Ballina).

Byron seniors program
Connect with your community at Byron 

Community Centre through the Byron 

Community Centre Seniors Program. 

It now offers African dance, drama 

and a computer club. Find out more 

by calling: 6685 6807 or l.ook at: www.

byroncommunitycentre.com.au.

Tough Guys book club
The Tough Guy book club for the 

thinking man. You don’t need to be 

tough. Meets at Ballina Sports Club, 

7pm on the first Wednesday of every 

month. Completely free: https://www.

toughguybookclub.com/.
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High-intensity rugby ends in a draw
Ross Kendall

In Far North Coast first-grade 

rugby union, the anticipated 

clash between two competi-

tion heavyweights, the Byron 

Shire Rebels and Wollongbar 

Alstonville Rugby (WAR), 

ended in an 18-all draw after 

a last-minute try for the home 

side last Saturday afternoon 

at Lyle Park.

The Rebels got the score-

board going in the opening 

minutes of the encounter 

with an unconverted try in 

the left corner.

The arm wrestle, com-

plete with grinding and gritty 

defence, then got underway 

as both teams looked for 

space out wide.

Home side hits lead
By half time the home side 

had hit the lead through two 

penalties off the boot of Sam 

Kerry.

Again the Rebels struck 

early in the second half with 

a converted try, but the hard 

competitive rugby continued 

and WAR soon scored a 

seven-pointer, to once again 

put them a point ahead. 

Byron dominated posses-

sion through the middle of 

the final half and converted 

two penalties to give them a 

five-point buffer. 

Rebels try scorers were 

Reuben Shepherd and Oliver 

Shakeshaft.

But it wasn’t enough as 

the never-say-die attitude 

of WAR came to the fore via 

a try in the corner. As the 

conversion drifted wide, 

the final whistle sounded, 

with the sides even on the 

scoreboard after a tough 80 

minutes.

WAR try scorers were 

Hamish Mould and Joe Blyth.

The game left the sides 

with plenty to ponder as 

other teams made their 

claim on the competition.

The Ballina Seahorses had 

a cracking 13-try win over 

Evans River to leave them 

clear on the top of the first-

grade competition.

The Rebels and WAR 

follow with Casuarina Beach 

in fourth place, following 

their strong 52–20 win over 

Lennox Head playing at 

home.

Joel Taylor chalks up Costa Rica win  
Lennox Head para-surfer, 

Joel Taylor, has just 

returned home with his 

first championship tour win, 

having scored first place in 

the unassisted prone division 

at the 2024 Costa Rica Open 

Pro of Adaptive Surfing.

The 43-year-old told The 
Echo it was his third stop on 

the AASP world championship 

tour, which features 65 ath-

letes from 18 countries around 

the world with US$30,000 

prize money.

‘There were clean two-to-

three-foot waves all week at 

Boca Barranca, Costa Rica, 

which is one of the longest 

waves in the world. It is a 

left hand point break at the 

river mouth of the crocodile-

infested Rio Barranca in Golfo 

de Nicoya,’ he said.

Taylor came second at 

the first event in Byron Bay 

in March, third at the second 

stop. Taylor said he was in 

Hawaii in May, and is currently 

second in the rankings, and in 

the running to win the world 

tour championship in his 

rookie year. 

WAR (red) manage to crack the defence of the Byron Shire Rebels in the dying seconds to 

tie up the top-of-the-table fixture 18–18. Photo Vicky Kerri

A triumph over adversity

Naama Mayor

The Mullumbimby U12 Divi-

sion 1 soccer team had a chal-

lenging start to their season. 

Formed from players who 

joined from three different 

clubs, the team consisted 

of a group of wonderful 

young lads with a mission 

to become a cohesive and 

formidable unit. The initial 

games were tough, with 

losses exceeding 10-0, but 

after months of hard work, 

they secured their first win in 

Lismore three weeks ago.

Last Saturday’s game 

presented a new challenge, 

as the team started with 

only eight players. With 

all other teams playing 

simultaneously, it was a 

struggle to find extra players. 

Fortunately, two courageous 

young players from the 

U9 team, Percy and Louie, 

stepped in to help.

The team faced off against 

Goonellabah, their tough 

bottom-table rivals, with 

only ten players. Despite the 

odds, they stood strong and 

defended well. 

Shortly before the break, 

a pivotal moment occurred. 

Young Louie, playing at right 

back, fearlessly won the 

ball and dribbled through 

the opposition’s defence, 

only to be brought down in 

the box. The crowd was on 

their feet, eagerly awaiting 

the coach’s decision on who 

would take the penalty. 

The coach answered qui-

etly from her box: ‘I trust the 

boys. We’ll let them sort it out’. 

To everyone’s surprise, 

the team quickly stepped 

back, allowing young Louie to 

position the ball. With a deep 

breath and a calm demean-

our, Louie struck the ball into 

the left corner of the goal, 

leaving the keeper with no 

chance. Mullum was up 1-0!

The game continued with 

two goals from their rivals, 

but Jasper responded with 

two goals for Mullum. Jasper 

dedicated his second goal to 

his teammate Zee, who was 

watching from the bench with 

crutches.

This game exemplified the 

transformation of these young 

players into a real team. 

They supported their young 

colleagues, showed solidarity 

with their injured mates, 

and respected their rivals by 

choosing fair play at every 

turn. The coach and the fans 

couldn’t be prouder of their 

progress and sportsmanship.

Sport Supported by Dino’s IGA Mullumbimby

MULLUMBIMBY

62 BURRINGBAR STREET • PH 6684 2207

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL COMMUNITY SPORTS

The Mullum U12 Division 1 soccer team. Photo supplied

Send us your 
sport stories!
We would love to 

run all kinds of local 

sport on these pages 

so please send your 

photos and stories to 

sport@echo.net.au.

Lennox Head para-surfer, Joel Taylor. Photo supplied

Sue Hutcheson 

On Tuesday, June 25, the 

Women’s Singles Bowls 

Championship for Brunswick 

Heads was held, with Sue 

Hutcheson competing 

against Judy Smith. 

The club’s publicity 

officer, Kristine Pryor, told 

The Echo, ‘It was neck to 

neck for the first 14 ends, 

and could have been 

anybody’s game, but the 

expertise and experience 

of Sue won out by the 24th 

end, with the winning score 

being 25 to 14. 

‘Congratulations to all 

on the green, from the other 

members who watched from 

inside the warmer clubhouse’.
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It’s been a big week locally 

for Zionism, Gaza and end-

less wars – see page 1 and 

David Heilpern’s column, 

page 12. Federal Labor 

senator, Fatima Payman, has 

been ‘indefinitely suspended’ 

from her party’s caucus after 

vowing to cross the floor 

again to vote for a motion 

supporting an independent 

Palestinian state. What’s 

Labor trying to say? That they 

are more upset with an inde-

pendent voice than months 

of relentless killing?

Roads update: Upper Main 

Arm works are about to begin, 

and Federal Drive is due to 

open in late July, after it was 

damaged by a major landslip 

in the 2022 flood event. 

Psst: France is turning to 

nationalism and authori-

tarianism: Marine Le Pen’s 

National Rally party won 

the first round of France’s 

legislative elections on the 

weekend, and they could 

potentially become the first 

far-right party to ever take 

government in Paris.

The Australian (Murdoch) 

reports that far-right extrem-

ist group, Advance Australia, 

will attack the Greens at the 

next federal election. They 

were successful in  destroying 

the ‘Yes’ vote for an Indige-

nous Voice to Parliament. So 

strap yourself in for more lies, 

fear and propaganda with 

the ‘Greens Truth’ campaign, 

funded by dodgy RWNJs.

Who won the US presidential 

debate? It was big pharma, 

who supplied enough drugs 

to keep the two old crazy men 

upright. It was described as a 

senior citizen bingo hall argu-

ment, without the excluded 

third candidate, Robert 

Kennedy Jr. Economist 

Alan Kohler’s take was that 

the world will not achieve 

net-zero carbon emissions by 

2050. ‘It’s virtually impossible 

anyway, but with a second 

term of Trump – no chance’.

Congrats Mullum Rotary, who 

recently celebrated 75 years 

of service to the community – 

see page 7.

Julian Assange’s freedom has 

a price after all. His wife Stella 

has launched a UK appeal 

to cover the US$520,000 

debt for the jet that flew 

him home. She tweeted that 

Julian ‘is obligated to pay 

back the Australian govern-

ment for charter Flight VJ199. 

Any contribution big or 

small is much appreciated’. 

As of Tuesday, £485,270 

had been raised towards 

the target. For more visit 

https://tinyurl.com/yv9zwa3j.

With the koala breeding 

season now underway, 

until December, it’s a good 

reminder to watch out for 

them – and all wildlife – on 

the roads. The IFAW Wildlife 

Rescue App is a valuable 

tool – it puts people directly 

in touch with the nearest 

wildlife rescue group to 

report an injured animal.

Door to Door Transport
Airport Transfers | Tours | Nights Out | Coastal Walks

Events | Parties | Weddings | Corporate | Festivals

Book one of our buses today 
Scan or call 0490 183 424
byronbuscompany.com.au

TO YOUR DOOR BYRON
BUS Co-

Specialising in new builds, renovations, 
deck construction and interior design. 

We take pride in delivering an exceptional service, 
process, and result.

 allbuildbyron.com.au
phil@allbuildbyron.com.au  •  0411 692 711

Brought
to you by

With satellite speakers & buried subwoofers 
strategically placed around the perimeter of your 

property, audio covers the area from all angles 
and comfortably immerses the audience. 

For more information or an in home demo please contact

Charles M 0413 615 111 P 1300 911 197 E charles@wcav.com.au

• Discreet audio 
solutions 

• Even volume
• Even, balanced 

coverage. 

’Twas a dirty trick from Dirty Three frontman, Warren Ellis, at their packed Green Room gig 

last Saturday night in Tyagarah. As he lent in for a photo, Warren grabbed the camera from 

Jeff ‘Sucked In’ Dawson and started shooting the crowd from the stage. Photo Lisa Gough

Cnr Brigantine & Wollongbar St, 

Byron Arts & Industry Estate | 6685 5212

www.hotelandhome.com.au | bedsrus.com.au

*Conditions apply. Limited time from participating stores. Dis-

counts off recommended retail price. Accessories not included.

UP TO 60% OFF
Cnr Brigantine & Wollongbar St, 

Byron Arts & Industry Estate | 6685 5212

www.hotelandhome.com.au | bedsrus.com.au

*Conditions apply. Limited time from participating stores. 

Discounts off recommended retail price. Accessories not included.

Where Comfort Meets Value.

Single mattress from $289
Queen mattress from $399

MULLUM’S HOT SPOT MULLUM’S HOT SPOT 

FOR DELICIOUS EATS,FOR DELICIOUS EATS,
SUMPTUOUS  SUMPTUOUS 

DRINKS,DRINKS,
TREATS  TREATS 
GALORE,GALORE,
COCKTAILS, COCKTAILS, 
PLUS MUCH  PLUS MUCH 
MUCH MORE!MUCH MORE!

THE EMPIRE THE EMPIRE ISIS 

THE EMPIRE  •  20 Burringbar St Mullumbimby 
Open seven days 8am–3pm   •   Licensed venue
empiremullum.com.au   •     EmpireMullum 

Gemma was born and raised in the Byron Shire and has 
recently returned after living both interstate and overseas 
for many years. She has worked in mental health for over ten 
years as both a registered psychologist and an art therapist.
Gemma works with adults and young people experiencing 
a broad range of challenges including:

• Anxiety and depression
• Trauma and sexual assault 
• Stress grief and loss 
• Life transition
•
• Relationship issues 
• Depression loss and grief

Local Byron Shire 
Psychologist, 
Gemma 
Mackenzie
No waiting list 
– immediate 
appointments 
available, in person 
and tele-health

P: 1300 244 692 
F: (03) 8678 3880 

www.vcps.com.au

Appointments 
available 

Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and 

Saturdays
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