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New ‘village’ proposed 
for the Shire’s north

Paul Bibby

A new medium-density village for 

up to 1,400 people could be built 

on land between Brunswick Heads 

and Mullumbimby after the owners 

of a large greenfield site adjacent 

to Gulgan Road submitted prelimi-

nary development plans to Byron 

Shire Council.

In a move with potential flow-on 

effects for thousands of people 

living in the Shire’s north, Gulgan 

Road Property Pty Ltd has submit-

ted a draft planning proposal in 

relation to a 37.9-hectare parcel 

of land fronting onto Gulgan Road 

and Bashforths Lane.

The planning proposal is due to 

come before this week’s Council 

meeting, where councillors will 

decide whether to give it a prelimi-

nary tick of approval. 

Should the green light be given, 

and the state government then fol-

lows suit by providing a favourable 

Gateway determination, it would 

pave the way for sloping paddocks 

beside Gulgan Road to be rezoned 

from rural to residential.

A detailed development applica-

tion process would then occur and 

then, finally, the commencement of 

a staged construction process.

The developer says that, unlike 

‘conventional suburbia’, the new 

‘Gulgan Village’ would feature 

diverse housing types, including 

lower-cost dwellings, units, larger 

lots for co-housing and intentional 

communities, secondary dwellings, 

semi- and fully-detached dwellings.

‘This is a new exemplar living 

environment responsive to the 

needs of modern society’.

However, the village will also 

be of a higher density than Byron’s 

other suburbs, featuring a floor 

space ratio of 0.9:1 and a maximum 

height limit of 11.5 metres – 2.5 

metres higher than the limit for the 

vast majority of the Shire.

Arranged in precincts, Gulgan 

Village will also be integrated with 

a light industrial area, which is 

already the subject of a planning 

proposal by the same developer.

The entire development is 

predicted to generate between 1,900 

and 2,600 additional car movements 

per day on the surrounding streets. 

The nature of the new road 

arrangements proposed as part 

of the development means that 

a significant proportion of this 

traffic will be funnelled towards 

Brunswick Heads.

While plans for the new village 

may come as a surprise to many, 

they in fact date back to the 2022 

floods.

The Gulgan Road site was 

earmarked for housing by the 

NSW Reconstruction Authority 

(RA) following this disaster and 

was subsequently included in the 

Resilient Lands strategy.

The upcoming Mullum Plant Fair will be at the Mullum Showgrounds on March 16 from 9am till 2pm. Mullum 

SEED’s Emma-Lee Luther says, ‘Moving to a bigger space allows us to grow and cultivate a community of 

plant lovers! The Mullum Plant Fair is a haven for plant-passionate people, gardeners, and eco-conscious 

communities seeking a day of inspiration, education, and sustainable living’. There will be plant stalls, expert 

talks and workshops, and family-friendly activities. For more information visit www.mullumseed.org.au. 

Pictured is Emma-Lee Luther. Photo Jeff ‘Planted And Cropped Since Time Began’ Dawson
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Greens mayor backs compliance over hippy raids

Hans Lovejoy

Mayor Sarah Ndiaye (Greens) has 

defended Council staff’s threat of 

demolishing the homes of a small 

community after an inspection alleg-

edly found unauthorised activities 

and dwellings in Upper Main Arm.

As reported last week, Koohinur 

Pty Ltd is a multiple occupancy 

(MO), and operates as a company, 

where the directors of the company 

are also residents. This MO has been 

in existence since 1971.

Former magistrate, Professor 

David Heilpern, told The Echo the 

actions of compliance staff were 

‘cruel’, and that, ‘this is a matter 

for councillors to urgently change 

policies and guidelines to make 

priorities clear’. 

While Cr Ndiaye acknowledged 

‘the deep stress this situation is 

causing’, and wanted to improve 

‘channels of communication’, she 

stopped short of suggesting any 

reform around how Council compli-

ance operates.

Instead, she repeated the talking 

points of Director of Sustainable 

Environment and Economy, Shan-

non Burt, and said the residents 

will be provided, ‘time to either 

bring properties into compliance 

or, as a last resort, find alternative 

accommodation’. 

She also said, ‘I think the charac-

terisation of the director and staff 

in this matter is also inappropriate 

and oversimplifies the situation’.

A ‘history of non-compliance’ by 

the MO was outlined by Cr Ndiaye, 

and she suggested there had been 

a ‘breakdown of relationships and 

communication’ on the property. 

Yet one shareholder, Charles 

Boyle, says the mayor’s ‘history of 

non-compliance’ is inaccurate, and 

provided The Echo with evidence 

contrary to her claims. 

▶ Continued on page 3 ▶ Continued on page 2
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Penelope Greenshields. Photo Jeff ‘Strings Detached’ Dawson

S ixteen-year-old 

local, Penelope 

Greenshields, is pursu-

ing her dream job – violinist 

– and has been invited to 

travel with the NSW Regional 

Youth Orchestra in July to 

perform where some of the 

greatest classical music was 

composed – Germany and 

Austria.

She says the ‘once-in-a-

lifetime trip’ will see her play 

with youth orchestras from 

all around the world, ‘and 

see the most historically 

significant classical music 

sites in the world, and be in 

the heart of musical culture!’

After plucking up the cour-

age to participate in her first 

youth orchestra at the end of 

2022, she says it was the first 

time she had played with 

other musicians. 

Comfort zone 
‘I met so many amazing 

people through extending 

myself out of my comfort 

zone, and discovering I do 

actually have a talent worth 

sharing and exploring’.

‘To achieve this 

life-changing experience, 

I need to raise $5,000 

towards my travel and 

accommodation. In total, 

I need $11,000 for this 

once-in-a-lifetime trip.

‘I would so astronomically 

appreciate any donation to 

what is most definitely going 

to be the most amazing trip 

of my young life and the 

furtherment of my musical 

education’.

To help Penelope, 

visit https://tinyurl.

com/2m8mpca7.

Wategos mega-mansion 

Paul Bibby

The battle over the future of 

a stunning, tree-filled mega 

block at Wategos has ended 

up in court, with its multi-

millionaire owner appealing 

Byron Council’s rejection of 

his plans for the site.

Court documents confirm 

that Antony Catalano, a 

media mogul who also owns 

Raes on Wategos, has lodged 

an appeal against the Coun-

cil’s refusal of his plans for 2 

Brownell Drive.

The matter has already 

had two preliminary direc-

tions hearings in the NSW 

Land & Environment Court, 

and looks set to head to 

compulsory mediation and, 

if agreement cannot be 

reached, a costly and time-

consuming trial.

Mr Catalano made waves 

last year when he submitted 

his plans for the extraordi-

nary 4,087 square metre site.

The proposal that came 

before Council was for 

the construction of two 

neighbouring mansions: one 

a multi-level, six-bedroom 

dwelling with ‘swimming 

pools’, and the other a multi-

level, four-bedroom house 

with a single pool.

Littoral rainforest
The overall develop-

ment, described as a family 

home, would have involved 

substantial clearing of 

protected littoral rainforest, 

and the excavation of up to 

eight metres into the steep 

hillside. 

This excavation and asso-

ciated work would require 

4,078 cubic metres to be 

exported off site, requiring 

30 trucks movements per 

day for four weeks.

Mr Catalano’s planning 

team submitted a revised 

development application for 

the site after being told that 

the first was unsatisfactory. 

This proposal involved a 

significant reduction in the 

number of rainforest trees to 

be removed, and the replant-

ing of native trees around 

the border of the home.

They argued that their 

proposed rehabilitation 

strategy for the property will, 

in fact, improve the quality 

of the rainforest because 

it will increase the number 

and quality of the native 

trees there.

But Council staff say the 

revised plan is also inap-

propriate, pointing out that, 

under state planning laws, 

a development cannot be 

approved if it involves the 

destruction of coastal wet-

land or littoral rainforest.

‘It is considered the 

proposed development 

is not sympathetic to the 

environmental constraints 

of the land, does not comply 

with the relevant state and 

local planning controls, is 

unsuitable for this site in 

Byron Bay owing to bulk 

scale and land changes 

required to accommodate 

it, and is not in the public 

interest,’ Council staff said in 

a succinct summary of their 

objections to the plan.

The matter is due to 

return to court on March 3.

Mr Boyle said, ‘Enforce-

ment is such an archaic 

and unnecessary attitude 

– especially in a Greens 

council. There is a significant 

difference between “legal 

responsibility” and “safety 

concerns”.’ 

‘Many of the older unap-

proved buildings in Main Arm 

have survived 50 years of 

flood and cyclones’, he said. 

‘This issue is about 

enforcing legal compliance 

and to punish those who do 

not submit to the building 

codes – usually because 

they simply can’t afford the 

exorbitant costs involved. 

Some issues are obvious – 

smoke alarms, grey water 

and sewage disposal – others 

less so. 

‘But the attitude of 

enforcement through punish-

ment creates resentment, 

anxiety and ultimately – hos-

tility, which is inevitable’. 

So far, Cr Ndiaye has only 

spoken to Mr Boyle and 

Council staff. 

She said, ‘I want to hear 

directly from them about 

what’s happening on the 

ground and explore practical 

ways I can assist within the 

legal scope of my role as 

mayor. I’m not sure what 

that might entail at this stage 

but improving channels of 

communication would be a 

priority’. 

Cr Ndiaye said, ‘It is 

important that the public 

understand that the mayor 

and councillors can’t direct 

staff except by resolution 

of Council. This is a very 

important feature of local 

government and helps avoid 

corruption’. 

‘That said, I believe in find-

ing solutions through dialogue 

and mutual understanding 

and face-to-face always 

seems to work better as does 

ground-truthing the site’.

‘I want to emphasise that 

our goal is to find pathways 

to compliance rather than 

displacement. That has 

always been my position, 

and why I sought to intro-

duce an amnesty in the past’. 

A resident contacted 

The Echo last week to say 

they regretted contacting 

compliance staff during the 

2021 unapproved dwelling 

amnesty, and would never 

contact Council again. 

They said, ‘Two compli-

ance officers and a security 

guard turned up at my house 

– it was pretty intimidating, 

and I felt I had to do what 

they said. There is virtually 

no viable pathway for people 

to become legal in these old 

communities. It’s a historical 

issue in the Shire, that previ-

ous councils let happen, so 

they can’t expect it to all to 

magically fix itself.

‘Council needs to take 

some responsibility and genu-

inely help people, while being 

transparent about what they 

are legally required to do’.

Legal obligations 
The law that governs 

council compliance is the 

Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979, which 

contains provisions for flex-

ibility around investigations 

and actions. 

When asked about Council 

staff’s legal obligation 

around investigating com-

plaints, Director Sustainable 

Environment and Economy, 

Shannon Burt, referred The 
Echo to Council’s Enforce-
ment Policy, which expired on 

October 21, 2024.

Ms Burt also made con-

flicting statements around 

Council’s obligations. Last 

week, she said, ‘Once a com-

plaint is lodged and Council 

is aware of an unauthorised 

development or activity we 

have legal obligations as a 

regulatory authority to act’.

This week, she said, 

‘Council has discretion in 

deciding whether to take 

enforcement action on the 

basis of the available evi-

dence and the circumstances 

of the individual case’.  

Professor Heilpern, who 

is Dean of Law at SCU, said, 

‘There are no legal obliga-

tions in any legislation or 

case law that require Council 

to act against unauthorised 

development’. 

He added, ‘No other 

council on the North Coast 

is threatening to demolish 

houses on multiple occupan-

cies that have existed on the 

fringes of legality for decades’. 

‘Why? Because they take 

the eminently sensible view 

that hippies in shacks do no 

harm, and there are plenty 

of more pressing issues than 

disturbing peoples lives. 

‘Lismore Council is the 

most conservative on the 

North Coast, and you don’t 

see investigative teams and 

proposed demolition orders 

on any of the 100-plus multi-

ple occupancies in that area’.

▶ Continued from page 1
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It was then nominated as a future 

residential area in Byron Council’s 

revamped 2024 Residential Lands 
Strategy.

This means that while the proposal 

may be amended as part of the plan-

ning process, it is likely to receive 

approval from both Council and the 

state government because it is already 

part of their housing plans.

Gulgan Road Property Pty Ltd has 

gradually acquired the lots which make 

up the site of the proposed suburb since 

July 2021.

The director of the company is 

Brandon Saul, the developer behind the 

Habitat precinct in the Byron Industrial 

estate, and the revamped Fletcher Street 

Cottage homeless drop-in centre.

He was also instrumental in plans to 

build a cluster of group homes for at-

risk single-parent families, which is also 

located on the Gulgan Road site.

What’s proposed?
The Gulgan Village would feature 

several interconnected precincts, 

including the light industrial area and 

residential precincts featuring different 

housing types.

The dwellings will typically be two 

to two-and-a-half storeys, featuring 

structures which step down the steeply 

sloped land.

There will be a high proportion of one 

and two-bedroom dwellings in a variety 

of forms, including work-live units, 

micro lots, secondary dwellings above 

garages, compact houses, apartments, 

and town houses.

The village will be interspersed with 

open space areas, community facilities 

and shops. Parks, walking tracks and 

community facilities would be owned 

and managed through an overarching 

‘community scheme’.

The whole development, including 

the industrial land, would be managed 

through a set of nested community plans.

This would allow the community 

to potentially run its own power 

generation and backup storage service, 

and its own composting and garbage 

collection.

In addition to building a gravity 

networks water supply and sewer 

infrastructure, the developer would be 

responsible for building a new intersec-

tion at Bashforths Lane in the north of 

the site, and a collector road intersec-

tion with Gulgan Road including a dual 

lane roundabout.

 The Saddle Road would be closed to 

cars and used as a key pedestrian and 

cycle link through the site.

While Byron Council staff’s assess-

ment of the proposal is broadly sup-

portive, a potential sticking point has 

emerged in the form of affordable hous-

ing and other developer contributions.

Council recently introduced an afford-

able housing contributions scheme, 

under which developers are required 

to make significant contributions to the 

stock of affordable housing in the Shire.

Staff originally called for 10 per cent 

of the total housing stock in Gulgan 

Village to become affordable housing, 

but late last year, a majority of Byron 

councillors acceded to the developer’s 

request for a more flexible approach in 

the form of a private planning agree-

ment between it and the Council.

The planning proposal that is now 

before Council does not specify how 

much affordable housing there will be. 

Rather, this would be determined by an 

‘affordable housing expert’ chosen by 

Council, and paid for by the developer.

‘A potential outcome of this decision, 

and of the “affordable housing expert” 

report under the draft planning agree-

ment is that the assessed contribution 

amount falls below 10 per cent, with five 

per cent already committed to the Arak-

wal,’ Council staff said in their assess-

ment of the Gulgan Village proposal.

‘This presents a risk for Council, as if 

the final amount is five per cent or less, 

no additional affordable housing contri-

butions will be required under the draft 

planning agreement to Council from the 

development of the site.’

The draft planning agreement also 

proposes that a management com-

mittee be set up to ‘consider, manage, 

and determine the type, timing, and 

recipients’ of all development contribu-

tions in relation to the project, including 

affordable housing. 

‘Council should firmly reject the 

inclusion of this provision in the final 

planning agreement,’ staff said. 

‘It is a construct by the proponents, 

not at the request or direction of the 

Council. Including this provision would 

severely undermine the Council’s current 

authority to receive, manage and allo-

cate affordable housing contributions. 

Furthermore, it does not reflect 

Council’s currently adopted imple-

mentation procedures for affordable 

housing contributions…’

The issue of how much affordable 

housing will be included in the new 

suburb, and how this and the other 

development contributions will be 

allocated, promises to be a significant 

point of contention that is likely to 

be debated at length at this week’s 

meeting.

Should Byron Council provide 

preliminary approval of the planning 

proposal, the matter would then go to 

the state government for a so-called 

‘Gateway determination’. 

Only once these steps have been 

completed will the developer be able 

to submit a Development Application 

(DA) for the village which would provide 

specific detail about the type and 

number of dwellings.

Only once this detail has been 

worked out would construction be 

allowed to commence.

HANDCRAFTED 925 SILVER, FOR THE PEOPLE

LOX AND CHAIN

DESIGNED AND CRAFTED IN BYRON BAY, SHIPPING WORLDWIDE
WWW.LOXANDCHAIN.COM.AU
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Coorabell’s famous flower farmer, Stephen Wedd, floated on a sea of dahlias at a previous 

Coorabell Hall Flower Show. This year’s show is on Saturday March 8 from midday till 5pm, 

and Sunday March 9 from 10am till 4pm. There will be many activities and workshops, and 

performances by Mana Aloha. See page 15. Photo Jeff ‘Are These Edibles?’ Dawson

‘Criticism may not be agreeable, but it is 

– Winston Churchill (

With the third anniversary 

of the devastating 2022 

floods this week, The NSW 

Reconstruction Authority, a 

government-run corporation 

which is tasked to ‘build 

more resilient and prepared 

communities’, has tabled its 

2023-24 annual report.

As it was released on print 

deadline, The Echo will com-

pile a report for next week, 

including comment from 

Lismore NSW MP, Janelle 

Saffin (Labor) and local MP, 

Tamara Smith (Greens).

Federal Greens candidate 

Mandy Noldan has raised 

concerns around the lack of 

progress around its house-

raising and retrofit programs, 

and says the ‘number of 

senior executives has dou-

bled to 50’.
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Vale Feros activist, Kate Smorty 
Photo & story Eve Jeffery

The spearhead in the fight to 

save Byron Bay’s Feros Vil-

lage, Kate Smorty, died last 

week at George’s Cottages, 

five days shy of her 97th 

birthday.

Kate was born in Pad-

dington, raised in the Sydney 

suburb of Auburn, and was 

an army wife in Ingleburn, 

Sydney and Ipoh, in the 

Malaysian state of Perak. 

Kate was a single mother 

of four and lived in the 

Eastern Suburbs of Sydney 

through the 1960s, right up 

to 2017. 

At that time, she moved 

north and began living 

at Feros Village, near her 

daughter Dianne who lives in 

Byron Bay.

Kate was determined that 

she and her fellow residents 

would not be moved from 

Feros Village when service 

provider, Feros Care, gave 

them all an eviction notice in 

early 2023.

Kate and seven other 

residents held on, literally 

for their dear lives, and were 

determined not to budge 

even after eviction notices 

to Feros residents had long 

passed their final date.

Stood strong 
Kate stood strong and 

lived at the facility under 

very trying conditions 

when they were all but 

abandoned, and was there 

to celebrate the victory when 

the facility was taken over by 

St Andrews. 

Kate was able to live in 

peace at George’s Cottages 

for more than a year at the 

end of her life.

Kate’s daughter Dianne, a 

stalwart support to Kate and 

the other residents during 

the fight, said that Kate 

passed peacefully into a new 

chapter on her soul’s journey 

last Thursday. 

‘She was surrounded by 

love at George’s Cottages, 

the place she loved and 

where she was determined 

to stay.’

A community celebration 

of Kate’s life will be held on 

Sunday, March 16, at Marvell 

Hall in Byron Bay at 10am. 

Byron Bay resident Kate Smorty was instrumental in a 

campaign by residents to remain at Feros Village after 

management announced redevelopment plans. 

Fast Buck$ APVO case 
against mayor deferred 
David Lowe

The case around an Appre-

hended Personal Violence 

Order (APVO) against John 

Anderson, aka Fast Buck$, 

will be held at the Mullum-

bimby Courthouse in April 

after Magistrate Kathy Crit-

tenden held over the matter 

at the Byron Bay Courthouse 

last Thursday.

NSW Police, on behalf 

of Byron Shire Mayor Sarah 

Ndiaye, made the APVO 

application. Anderson 

strongly denies any threats 

or violence against Cr Ndiaye 

and instead claims he is the 

victim.

The APVO has been 

in place since May 2021, 

and was due to expire in 

April 2024, but Cr Ndiaye 

requested then that it be 

extended for two years, 

owing to ‘grave fear that 

harassment and intimidation 

would recommence’, specifi-

cally affecting her role as a 

Byron Shire councillor.

In June 2024 Mr Anderson 

sought to have the APVO 

repealed, alleging he had ‘no 

case to answer’, but at that 

time Magistrate Stafford set 

her decision back to today, 

February 20, 2025. Anderson 

grudgingly agreed to the 

delay, saying ‘if I’m still alive, 

yes your Honour.’ 

Anderson has cancer.

Despite the risk of two 

years in prison or a $5,500 

fine, it was alleged in court 

that Mr Anderson has since 

breached the APVO, making 

this a criminal matter. 

That case was already set 

for Mullumbimby Courthouse 

in April.

Representing himself, Mr 

Anderson appeared casually 

dressed, carrying his belong-

ings in an Aldi bag.

When asked by Magistrate 

Crittenden if he had filed 

his evidence, he said, ‘What 

evidence?’ A short time later, 

when the PINOP (Person 

In Need of Protection) was 

referred to as a ‘victim’, he 

said, ‘She’s not a victim – I’m 

the victim here’.

Magistrate Crittenden 

admitted she was not across 

the details of the case, but 

found it very heavy going as 

she sought to establish the 

basic facts of the situation.

Cr Ndiaye was present 

and available to speak as a 

witness, but was not called 

upon.

When the prosecuting 

sergeant mentioned the 

criminal charge (Anderson 

allegedly breaking the APVO), 

she asked the defendant if he 

was prepared to defend that 

today. He said no, he was not 

aware that he would need 

to do that, as the other side 

had not filed the relevant 

documents.

Magistrate Crittenden 

then said Anderson was 

potentially putting himself 

in greater jeopardy by 

representing himself in the 

civil case and potentially 

negatively affecting his forth-

coming criminal case. 

She strongly urged him 

to seek legal advice, before 

adjourning the matter and 

moving on to other urgent 

cases, for which the court 

was closed to the media.

Mayor Ndiaye said she did 

not wish to make any public 

comment at this stage.

Mullumbimby railway station still a hangout for teens
With concerns young teens are still 

accessing the derelict Mullumbimby 

Railway Station, The Echo asked Trans-

port for NSW if they ‘will ensure that the 

site is secured and not accessible given 

the asbestos dangers’. 

The historic building burnt down 

in April last year, and there is yet to be 

any movement on its future. The Echo
reported on the matter again in August 

last year, which raised concerns that 

teenagers were accessing the site.

The Echo also asked Transport for 

NSW: ‘Does this site pose a significant 

health risk to not only these teens, but 

the surrounding community? Has an 

asbestos specialist confirmed the toxin 

is contained?’

A Transport for NSW spokesperson 

replied: ‘An independent assessment 

on Mullumbimby Railway Station was 

carried out in November 2024. At the 

time of the inspection, the fencing was 

secure and the site was not accessible to 

the public. 

‘UGL Regional Link (UGLRL), 

Transport for NSW’s asset manager, has 

advised they are arranging for a con-

tractor to re-secure the Mullumbimby 

Railway Station to prevent access.  

‘A monthly inspection will be carried 

out to confirm the site remains secure 

moving forward until a long-term strat-

egy for the station has been determined. 

‘As asbestos has been identified 

within the site, it may pose a risk to 

health for anyone accessing the building 

without following Safe Work NSW and 

the NSW Environmental Protection 

Authority requirements.  

‘Living or working with asbestos, or 

just being around it, is a low risk to health 

if the asbestos is in good condition and 

not damaged. If asbestos is damaged 

and the fibres inhaled, it may be a risk to 

health. Breathing in a small amount of 

fibres is unlikely to make a person sick.  

‘UGLRL has completed its initial 

assessment of the Mullumbimby 

Railway Station and has submitted a 

recommendation to Transport for NSW 

for consideration. Transport for NSW will 

keep the local Council and community 

informed of its next steps’.

The Mullum Railway Station burnt down 

in April last year. Photo Aslan Shand
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Life Changing
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ABN 34 605 438 AFSL 476223

Alana Pincombe

0491 204 142
Senior Financial Planner

Representative of Viridian Advisory Pty Ltd
ABN 34 605 438 AFSL 476223

Calls for urgent support 
Byron Bay Men’s Shed needs dedicated space
Byron Bay Men’s Shed 

Incorporated are highlighting 

their urgent call for support 

in securing land for a Men’s 

Shed in Byron Bay. 

Secretary Bryan Frew 

says, ‘With 4,651 men aged 

between 50 and 80 in the 

2481 postcode (2021 census), 

the need for a dedicated 

space to address social isola-

tion and mental health risks 

has never been greater’.

Waiting for audit
‘Despite ongoing discus-

sions with Byron Shire 

Council and a review of 

several possible sites, we 

remain in a holding pattern 

awaiting the results of the 

Council audit into potential 

community sites. 

‘Given the delays, we have 

now formally approached 

the Minister for Lands and 

Property, Hon. Stephen 

Kamper MP, seeking state-

level intervention.

‘This issue is not just 

about securing land – it’s 

about supporting the well-

being of local men, reducing 

social isolation, and creating 

a lasting community asset 

that benefits Byron Bay as a 

whole’. 

Garry Eastburn, President 

of Byron Bay Men’s Shed, 

says, ‘We understand that 

Crown Land allocations 

involve complex processes, 

but this is a health emer-

gency for the men in our 

community’. 

‘We need leadership and 

action – not endless delays’.

The Byron Bay Men’s Shed 

is calling on local residents, 

businesses, and community 

leaders to voice their sup-

port by writing to Minister 

Kamper (office@kamper.

minister.nsw.gov.au) urging 

immediate action; contacting 

local Byron Shire Councillors 

to reinforce the importance 

of securing land; spreading 

the word to ensure this issue 

stays in the public spotlight

‘This is about saving lives,’ 

said Frew. ‘If we want our 

older men to stay engaged, 

active, and mentally healthy, 

we need to give them a place 

to connect and contribute. 

‘We’re asking the com-

munity to stand with us and 

make sure we don’t lose this 

opportunity.’

To get involved visit 

https://byronbaymensshed.

org.au.

Over 400 people packed out the Murwillumbah Civic Centre last Friday, to hear environmental 

legend Bob Brown give his backing to Greens candidate Mandy Nolan. Photo Kurt Petersen

Byron Bay Men’s Shed President, Garry Eastburn and 

Secretary, Bryan Frew. Photo Jeff ‘Sheds’ DawsonPaul Bibby

Will Byron Council reconsider 

its decision to install traffic 

lights at a notorious intersec-

tion in Suffolk Park?

This is the call coming 

from nearly 1,100 signatories 

to a petition that arrived on 

Council’s doorstep last week.

The question of what to do 

to address the longstanding 

safety and traffic manage-

ment issues at the intersec-

tion of Clifford Street and 

Broken Head Road remains a 

matter of great contention in 

and around Suffo.

Council’s decision in 

November last year to use a 

big bag of government grant 

funding to install traffic lights 

rather than a roundabout at 

the troubled spot appears to 

have divided the locals in the 

Shire’s south.

The petition reads, ‘We 

the undersigned petition 

the Mayor and councillors 

of Byron Shire Council to 

rescind their vote in favour 

of traffic lights at the Clifford 

Street-Broken Head Road 

intersection in Suffolk Park, 

and urgently investigate a 

roundabout as an alternative 

before any work begins on 

traffic lights,’

For such a move to even 

be on the table, one of 

Byron’s new crop of council-

lors would have to move a 

rescission motion so that 

it can be debated and then 

voted upon by councillors.

So far, no councillor has 

put their hand up to make 

this happen, something 

which is unlikely to earn 

them too many friends 

among those fighting to 

‘Keep the Flow in Suffo’.

This group argues that a 

roundabout is the only viable 

long-term solution, and that 

traffic lights will ultimately 

make things worse.

They say that, in the 

meantime, Council should 

consider an interim solution 

such as a mini-roundabout 

or a so-called ‘Seagull’ traffic 

management measure, until 

plans for a roundabout can 

be brought to fruition.

However, in an extended 

response to the petition 

published in the agenda to 

this week’s Council meeting, 

Council’s Director of Infra-

structure Services, Phil Hol-

loway argues that installing 

traffic lights remains the 

‘best possible outcome for 

the community’.

Mr Holloway said that 

Council staff explored vari-

ous options in response to 

demands for an alternative 

to the traffic lights but found 

each of them wanting.

In particular, the option 

of a mini-roundabout was 

found not to meet the ‘core 

objective of improving safety 

for all road users, including 

pedestrians and cyclists..’.

Key issues with this option 

reportedly included the fact it 

would not be sufficiently wide 

or high to force motorists 

on Broken Head Rd to slow 

down, meaning that they 

would approach the intersec-

tion at unsafe speeds.

A further issue, Mr Hol-

loway said, was that it would 

not improve pedestrian 

safety, unlike traffic lights, 

which would include a 

pedestrian crossing.

Mr Holloway then 

reiterated Council’s argu-

ments against a full-sized 

roundabout as a long-term 

solution to the Clifford St 

problem – most notably land 

acquisition.
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Police seek owners of 
seized bikes, boards  
and tools

Police have been trying to find 
the rightful owners of some 
allegedly stolen items found 
and seized at a property in 
Kingscliff last week.

Kyogle Council looking  
to community to help 
direct future

How your local council engages 
with its community through 
its strategies and engagement 
policies is a key element in how 
you as a ratepayer, resident, 
and member of the community 
can get your voice heard. 

Tip-off from public 
leads to arrest in 
Murwillumbah

Police say information from the 
public led them to two arrests 
in Murwillumbah last week.

Lismore squatters 
negotiate with NSW RA 
over buyback houses

The people occupying buyback 
houses in Lismore were able to 
come together with the NSW 
Reconstruction Authority (RA) 
on Friday to talk about poten-
tial ways to move forward 
following the RAs attempt to 
disconnect water to some of 
the premises.  

Will bulk billing increase 
in Murwillumbah after 
Labor action?

How much financial support 
your local doctor and local GP 
clinic gets from the government 
directly affect how much you 
pay for your visit to the doctor, 
and whether doctors are able to 
bulk bill pensioners etc.

Ballina Croquet Club’s 
Mike Gidding selected for 
NSW state team

Competing in Canberra in the 
state event at the end of Janu-
ary, Ballina Croquet Club’s Mike 
Gidding not only made it to the 
finals but has been selected for 
the NSW state team. 

130 new parking spaces 
for Tweed Valley Hospital 
sorely needed

For anyone who has to go to 
the new Tweed Valley Hos-
pital, parking is a significant 
problem. It is such a problem 
that when you speak to staff 
to arrange your appointments 
they highlight the issue and 
remind you to come early to 
see if you can get a park so you 
are not late. 

Bail-refused inmates 
‘locked up for days’ in 
police stations

NSW Police Commissioner 
Karen Webb has called an 
emergency meeting with the 
Commissioner of Corrective 
Services over inmates she says 
are languishing in police cells.

North Coast News

Tweed residents  ‘disappointed’ option 5 not 
adopted for Hastings Point Wastewater Plant
Aslan Shand

Thursday’s Tweed Shire 

Council (TSC) meeting 

saw the decision on the 

contentious Hastings Point 

Wastewater Treatment Plant 

proposal deferred.

Tweed Council staff had 

recommended option 4 for 

adoption while a strong com-

munity opposition had been 

pushing for option 5 which 

they stated would have 

better environmental, noise, 

and odour outcomes. 

Nationals candidate for 

Richmond in the upcoming 

federal election, and Tweed 

Shire councillor, Kimberly 

Hone, was quick to propose 

the community supported 

option 5.

‘I am confident, based on 

the numerous correspond-

ence that I have received 

personally from locally-

affected residents, that they 

are happy to have their rates 

increased if it means protect-

ing their beach and their 

waterways,’ said Cr Hone. 

At this point Cr Hone did 

not have a seconder for her 

motion. 

Independent Mayor Chris 

Cherry followed this saying, 

‘At the risk of upsetting eve-

rybody, I’d like to move an 

amendment. Which, unfortu-

nately, isn’t going straight to 

option 5, but is doing some 

of the things that the peer 

review has asked us to do.’

Cr Cherry then acknowl-

edged the community 

petition that had around 

3,000 signatures, before 

telling the meeting that, ‘as 

we heard from the public 

speaker today on this, the 

peer review clearly highlights 

that insufficient work has 

been done to date to justify 

the selection of option 4, I 

believe the same is true of 

option 5.’

Increased rates? 
‘At the moment, I don’t 

feel like we, as a council, 

have got enough information 

to be able to just go straight 

to option 5, as much as I’d 

like to, I’d like to be popular. 

I’d like to be just saying, 

“yes”. But at the end of the 

day, we are talking about 

maybe $20 million.’

Cr Dr Nola Firth empha-

sised the need to talk to the 

‘whole community’ about the 

potential increase of rates. 

The question of the rate 

increase being across the 

whole community, or just the 

rate base benefiting from the 

upgrade, was also raised. 

Cr Cherry said that she 

believed further investigation 

of option 4 and 5 was the 

best way forward so that 

more information was avail-

able for councillors to make a 

decision. 

Staff made clear that to 

achieve increased clarity 

on cost estimates, and on 

the two options, would 

cost between $400,000 

to $500,000. Councillors 

voted to investigate the two 

options, 4 and 5, with Cr 

Hone voting against. 

Community 
‘disappointed’

Community campaigners 

made it clear they were 

‘disappointed’ with the TSC 

decision to commission 

a further report and seek 

more information about the 

options available.

‘This decision will cause 

a delay of at least three 

months before the upgrade 

can proceed.’

‘Almost 3,000 petition 

signatures were tabled from 

the communities of Potts-

ville, Cabarita/Bogangar, 

Round Mountain and Hast-

ings Point, urging the council 

to choose the best available 

option for the environment,’ 

they stated.

‘Option 5 is the preferred 

community option.’

Campaign leader David 

Buick says the cheaper 

option 4, pushed by TSC 

officers, will never deliver the 

environmental performance 

the community is happy with.

Round Mountain cam-

paigner Michael DeGood 

believes that community 

representation and col-

laboration with TSC in the 

next round of consultancy is 

crucial. 

‘Every Tweed Coast resi-

dents’ association and rel-

evant environmental group, 

and thousands of residents, 

have provided Council with 

a resounding message. 

Not only is this issue of 

paramount importance but 

fierce support backs the best-

performing option 5,’ he said. 

Local and NSW art students exhibit 
in Lismore for ARTEXPRESS

Lismore Regional Gal-

lery is hosting one of the 

ARTEXPRESS shows that is 

showcasing year 12 art from 

local students and students 

from across NSW. 

‘From the late 1950s 

ARTEXPRESS has showcased 

the artistic orientation of 

young people and presents 

a selection of outstanding 

bodies of work submitted for 

the 2024 HSC examination for 

Visual Arts by NSW students,’ 

said the press release.

The Lismore show will 

feature ‘local student art-

ists from the region – from 

Ballina Coast, Banora Point, 

Byron Bay, and Cape Byron 

Rudolf Steiner schools – in 

addition to those from far 

and wide NSW’.

The exhibition opened on 

Friday, February 21 and runs 

through to Sunday, April 20 

and can be viewed Wednes-

day to Sunday 10am to 4pm 

and Thursdays until 6pm at 

11 Rural St, Lismore.

New measles alert 
for Lismore
Northern NSW Local Health 

District is advising people 

to be alert for signs and 

symptoms of measles after 

being notified of a second 

person with measles who 

was infectious while visiting 

Lismore Square Shopping 

Centre last week.

The new case is a family 

member of a person who 

had recently returned from 

overseas and was confirmed 

on February 9, 2025 to 

have measles.

Northern NSW Local 

Health District Director 

of Population and Public 

Health, Dr Valerie Delpech, 

said the locations pose no 

ongoing risk to the public.

Dr Delpech said if you or 

someone you know, visited 

the following locations at 

during the specified times 

they should monitor for the 

development of symptoms:

Wednesday, February 

12, 2025 – Lismore Square 

Shopping Centre, from 

8.40am to 2.45pm, in 

particular, time spent in 

Woolworths, Coles, Cotton 

On Body, and Pet Barn.

Thursday, February 13, 

2025 – Lismore Square Shop-

ping Centre, from 8.45am to 

5.25pm, in particular, time 

spent in Cotton On, Cotton 

On Body, and Coles.

‘Symptoms to watch out 

for include fever, runny nose, 

sore eyes and a cough, usu-

ally followed three or four 

days later by a red, blotchy 

rash that spreads from the 

head and face to the rest of 

the body,’ Dr Delpech said.

‘It can take up to 18 days 

for symptoms to appear 

after an exposure, so it’s 

important for people who 

visited these locations to 

look out for symptoms up 

until March 3, 2025.

‘We want to remind the 

community to make sure 

they are up to date with their 

vaccinations. The measles 

vaccine can prevent the 

disease even after exposure, 

if given early enough.

‘Anyone born after 1965 

needs to ensure they have 

had two doses of measles 

vaccine.’

The measles-mumps-

rubella (MMR) vaccine is safe 

and effective, and is given 

free for children at 12 and 18 

months of age. It is also free 

in NSW for anyone born after 

1965 who hasn’t already had 

two doses.

People who are unsure 

of whether they have had 

two doses should get a 

vaccine, as additional doses 

are safe. This is particularly 

important prior to travel. 

MMR vaccine is available 

from GPs (all ages) and 

pharmacies (people over 

five years of age).

For more information on 

measles, view the measles 

factsheet : https://www.

health.nsw.gov.au/Infec-

tious/factsheets/Pages/

Measles_Factsheet.aspx.

Man charged after fatal 
crash – Ballina
A man has been charged 

following the death of 

another man in a two-vehicle 

crash last year.

About 5.45pm on 

Wednesday 18 September 

2024, emergency services 

were called to Tamarind 

Drive, Ballina, following 

reports of a crash.

Officers attached to 

Richmond Police District 

attended the scene and 

found two vehicles – a 

Honda Accord and a Hyundai 

i30 – had collided.

Police removed the 

62-year-old driver of the 

Hyundai from the vehicle 

before he was treated at the 

scene by NSW Ambulance 

paramedics; but he was 

unable to be revived.

The 18-year-old driver of 

the Honda was also treated 

at the scene before being 

transported to Lismore Base 

Hospital for treatment.

A crime scene was 

established as specialist 

officers attached to the 

Crash Investigation Unit 

commenced an investigation 

into the circumstances 

surrounding the crash.

Following inquiries, the 

now 19-year-old driver was 

charged with dangerous 

driving occasioning death 

– drive manner dangerous, 

negligent driving – 

occasioning death, negligent 

driving and drive on /over 

continuous line near painted 

island.

He was given a Court 

Attendance Notice on 

Tuesday 18 February 2025, to 

appear before Ballina Local 

Court on Thursday 1 May 

2025. The man’s licence has 

been suspended.

The Lismore ARTEXPRESS exhibition opened on Friday, February 21 and runs through to 

Sunday, April 20. Photo supplied
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SCAN FOR MORE
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Women’s Emergency Relief Program launched 
Byron homeless hub, Fletcher 

Street Cottage, will launch its 

Women’s Emergency Relief 

Program on International 

Women’s Day, March 8.

‘With the number of 

women seeking help increas-

ing dramatically, it is clear 

that more must be done,’ 

said Maddi Powell, Assistant 

Manager and Community 

Support Worker. 

‘Many of these women are 

fleeing abusive situations. In 

those moments, they need 

urgent assistance, and that’s 

exactly what the Women’s 

Emergency Relief Program 

allows us to provide – critical 

support, immediately.’

‘Women now account 

for a significant proportion 

of service users at Fletcher 

Street Cottage. Community 

Support Workers and visiting 

specialist services offer per-

sonalised support, advocacy 

and referrals, but there is a 

rising demand for emergency 

relief for vulnerable women.

‘The Women’s Emergency 

Relief Program is designed 

to respond swiftly and 

effectively, ensuring safety 

and stability during times of 

crisis’.

Practical support
Ms Powell says, ‘The pro-

gram provides discreet and 

rapid assistance, including 

immediate transport to safer 

locations for women escap-

ing dangerous situations; 

food vouchers for women 

and children facing hunger; 

emergency financial assis-

tance for urgent expenses, 

such as overdue bills; and 

support provided discreetly 

and rapidly, ensuring safety 

and dignity’.

The program is entirely 

funded by community dona-

tions, she says. 

‘One of the first major 

contributors is the Bangalow 

Country Women’s Associa-

tion (CWA), which has com-

mitted a $10,000 donation’.

Contributions can be 

made directly at www.fletch-

erstreetcottage.com.au.

Festival Director Christian Pazzaglia with screenwriter and story producer Deb Cox 

were at last Thursday’s launch of next month’s Bangalow Film Festival, which runs 

March 6 to 15. This year, the festival will premier 20 international and Australian 

feature films and award-winning documentaries. There will be panels, discussions and 

workshops featuring filmmakers and actors, including Rolf de Heer, Warwick Thornton, 

Molly Reynolds, Gary Sweet, Aaron Pedersen and Mark Leonard Winter. Full details at 

www.bangalowfilmfestival.com.au. Photo Jeff ‘Waxed Up Decks’ Dawson

Byron’s Badass Women of Business, March 4
In honour of International 

Women’s Day (IWD), The 

Byron Chamber of Commerce 

and  Byron Bay Spirit Com-

pany are presenting Byron’s 

Badass Women of Business, 

‘an event celebrating the 

incredible local women lead-

ing the way in business’. 

A roundtable discus-

sion will include Mindy 

Woods (Karkalla on 

Country), J’aimee Skippon-

Volke (Byron Bay Interna-

tional Film Festival), Ashlea 

Griffin (The Happy Therapist) 

and Kylie Mowbray-

Allen (Hello Media).

 The event will be held 

at the Byron Bay Spirit 

Company (88 Centennial 

Cct, Byron Bay) on Tuesday, 

March 4 from 4.45pm to 

6.45pm. For tickets, visit 

https://events.humanitix.

com/byrons-badass-women-

of-business.

Foreign home investors banned
The Albanese Labor Govern-

ment will ban foreign inves-

tors from buying established 

homes for at least two years 

and crack down on foreign 

land banking, says local fed-

eral Labor MP, Justine Elliot.

The policy originated 

within the Liberal party.

Mrs Elliot said, ‘The 

Albanese Labor Government 

is banning foreign purchases 

of established dwellings 

from April 1 until March 31, 

2027. A review will be under-

taken to determine whether 

it should be extended 

beyond this point.

The ban will mean 

Australians will be able to 

buy homes that would have 

otherwise been bought by 

foreign investors.

‘Alongside the ban 

on foreign purchases of 

established dwellings, Labor 

will tackle land banking by 

foreign investors’.

‘The ban on foreign 

purchases of established 

dwellings, strengthened 

compliance activity by the 

ATO to enforce the ban, and 

an enhanced compliance 

approach by both the ATO 

and Treasury to discourage 

land banking by foreign 

investors will help ensure 

that foreign investment in 

housing is in our national 

interest’.

Other countries, notably 

third-world countries, do 

not allow complete foreign 

ownership of their land, but 

offer 100 year leases. 

The Echo asked Mrs Elliot’s 

office why this policy took 

so long to be implemented 

– a reply will be published if 

received.    
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Media negatively frames Labor’s achievements  

W e have become accus-

tomed, not too happily, 

to a form of political 

journalism in which opinion and 

news have increasingly merged, 

blunting the essential distinction 

between political commentary and 

detached objectivity. 

With journalists now routinely 

writing both news and opinion this 

distinction has become impossibly 

blurred, undermining the impartial-

ity and accuracy on which political 

journalism depends.

Nowhere is this decline more 

apparent than in the response 

to two very different, yet equally 

significant, events in our election-

tuned political landscape this week. 

Firstly, the much-anticipated 

interest rate cut of 0.25 per cent, 

the first in four years, and second, 

the Albanese Labor government’s 

announcement of its signature 

health policy with the largest 

investment in Medicare and 

bulk-billing since the Hawke Labor 

government created Medicare 40 

years ago. 

Both these announcements, you 

might think, would be considered 

unalloyed good news for the 

Albanese government and covered 

extensively given their importance. 

Well, think again. 

Interest rate cut
The interest rate cut had 

barely been announced, let alone 

acknowledged as a welcome relief 

for mortgage holders, before it was 

promptly swept away in a tide of 

confected media negativity. 

This ‘line-ball decision’ as the 

Australian Financial Review (Nine) 

incorrectly termed it, was a unani-

mous Reserve Bank board decision. 

It was quickly depicted as a 

‘one off’ or, as the ABC proclaimed 

‘miserly, as good as it gets’. 

The long-awaited rate cut soon 

became lost in reports of the Reserve 

Bank Governor, Michele Bullock, 

having ‘ruled out another pre-

election interest rate cut’ – which she 

had not actually said. 

Bullock, quite properly, refused 

to be drawn on when the next 

interest rate cut might be. To do 

otherwise would have risked the 

markets acting in advance. If any-

thing, Bullock’s speech left open 

the prospect of further interest rate 

cuts this year, which the markets 

are already pricing in. Not so for 

our troubled media, whose peren-

nial fear of appearing ‘biased’ by 

reporting good news objectively as 

just that, good news, had created a 

negative out of a positive. 

Medicare expansion
And, as if that wasn’t bad 

enough, the media’s response to the 

government’s Medicare expansion 

announcement was even worse – 

perverse to the point of surreal. 

The prime minister announced 

a centrepiece of the government’s 

re-election campaign, a $8.5 billion 

commitment to extend bulk-billing 

from 11 million to 26 million people, 

with nine out of 10 GP visits to be 

bulk-billed by 2030. 

This is the largest investment in 

Medicare in its 40-year history. 

The government’s policy not only 

expands bulk-billing rates and avail-

ability but also increases GP train-

ing and nursing scholarships. It was 

fully costed and articulated over the 

next five years. The Coalition, on the 

other hand, is a policy void and in 

health policy it had done nothing 

– there has been no policy develop-

ment, no consultation with medical 

providers about best practice, and 

no budget details.

Nevertheless, despite the 

absence of policy work, the Coali-

tion immediately claimed that it 

would match the government’s 

Medicare expansion ‘dollar for 

dollar’ – note the careful wording. 

This reflex political response, 

designed only to head off the 

obvious electoral positive for the 

government in prioritising universal 

health care, was scarcely worth a 

journalistic footnote. Yet it was this, 

not the government’s announce-

ment, but the Coalition’s five-word 

response to it, that became the 

story – not just in one or two media 

reports, but in them all. 

The same framing, the same 

wording, and – hey presto! – the 

Albanese government’s Medicare 

announcement had been ‘neu-

tralised’, ‘the wind taken out of 

its sails’, and the government’s 

policy on Medicare was gifted to 

the Coalition by a media struggling 

to maintain any semblance of 

independent thought. Peter Dutton 

has since promised to fund the 

Coalition’s Medicare expansion by 

sacking 36,000 public servants.

False equivalence
What should have been a day 

of focused media coverage and 

analysis of the largest financial 

commitment to Medicare since 

it was created, became instead a 

false equivalence between Labor’s 

detailed and costed policy, and the 

Coalition’s cheap knock-off. Little 

wonder that a recent opinion poll 

showed most people are unaware 

of the Albanese government’s 

policy achievements in office.

It was a breath of fresh air to 

hear an informed and engaged 

conversation with Anthony Alba-

nese from an entirely unexpected 

quarter, radio presenter and 

podcaster Abbie Chatfield. Her 

podcast ‘It’s a lot’ is one of the most 

popular in Australia,  and Chatfield 

puts every jaded, cynical, tired old 

legacy journalist to shame. She’s 

interested, she wants to hear more, 

she doesn’t interrupt, she’s not 

trying to get a gotcha moment.

At last, media worth listening to.

Emeritus Professor Jenny Hock-

ing is an historian, political scientist 

and award-winning biographer. 

The biggest little carpark in Australia
A packed house of residents turned 

up Monday night at the Mullumbimby 

Services Club to hear Byron Shire 

Council’s plans to plonk 32 units 

and shops over a busy Station Street 

carpark at the town’s entrance.

It was an opportunity for a 

mature, informed discussion around 

the town’s future with Council’s best 

and brightest, given the proposal 

comes with a myriad of issues.

Instead, the assembled crowd 

of long-term locals were forced to 

endure lecturing, and at times angry 

gibberish from a four-pack of tone 

deaf, entitled, develop-anything 

bozo councillors.

Pack of four councillors
They were ‘Greens’ Mayor Sarah 

Ndiaye, Cr Michael Lyon (who apart 

from facing DV charges, is the former 

mayor who created this mess), 

wealthy developer-connected Cr 

Jack Dods and the shrill and angry 

Cr Asren Pugh, representing the 

shambles of local Labor. 

Okay, so you see where this is 

going. 

Yet anyone with an impartial 

view – and there were many there – 

appeared shocked at not only how 

rude they were to the assembled 

residents, but also how they were 

unable to answer the reasonable 

questions asked of them.

For example, there is no solution 

on the table for the considerable 

impact it would have on surrounding 

businesses. 

It’s no pleasure at all to be report-

ing on the real-time collapse of local 

political integrity. 

And these clowns are in power for 

another three-and-half years. Ugh.

At least the Mullum Residents 

Association did a commendable job 

of holding it all together!

A theme from the ‘councillor pack 

of four’ was an emotional appeal to 

everyone’s guilt around homeless-

ness, and that residents should accept 

poor planning on flood-prone land to 

house them, no matter how ridiculous 

and unviable the project appears.

Councillors also said that car 

parking (and the public toilet) will be 

relocated further away, somewhere 

unspecified in the rail corridor. 

The space opposite Carsburg 

would also accommodate 40 cars, 

making it an inspiring landmark 

entrance to the town.

Alternative locations, such as 

Council’s own carpark, were not 

suitable, we were told, but there 

appeared little effort by councillors 

to make sure. 

Other highlights from the 

gruelling two-hour combative ‘us vs 

them’ event included ‘Greens’ Mayor 

Sarah Ndiaye berating locals with 

such gems as ‘raise your hand if you 

own your own home’. Most did of 

course, and she was booed. 

At another low point, Cr Asren 

Pugh angrily yelled at the crowd: ‘I 

dare you to go and talk to people 

who live in their cars!’.  

Throughout the night, the 

councillor pack of four repeated that 

the public should wait until the DA 

is submitted by government agency 

Landcom, and ignore the monstrous 

designs presented so far. 

Yet a Landcom spokesperson told 

The Echo the bulk and scale needs 

to remain for it to be economically 

viable, so there goes that talking point.

Meanwhile, the former Mullum 

hospital site is earmarked for ‘afford-

able housing’, and similarly low-cost 

homes could be built for up to 

1,400 people in a new Saddle Road 

precinct, located between Mullum 

and Bruns (see page 1).

Given all that, why these council-

lors are prepared to die on this 

(raised) hill is a mystery. 

Maybe it’s because these 32 units 

will also house a few precious Council 

staff members, and councillors do 

whatever they are told by staff. 

Hans Lovejoy, editor

byronhealing.com.au

Your free guide to the 
flourishing health and 

wellbeing industry 
of Byron and the 
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Kindness and 
awareness
A special thanks to a lovely 

lady, man, and dog who were 

strolling down the Spit Beach 

at Ballina on a sunny Tues-

day morning. You warned us 

in quick timing as our clothes 

and phones, etc: were taken 

by a rogue wave transporting 

them out to sea while we 

were swimming blissfully, 

completely unaware.

You are all treasures and 

you make the world astonish-

ing and beautiful.

Greg & Deb McLeod

Ballina

Fakes and liars
So, everyone‘s happy with 

Australia propping up a two 

trillion dollar deficit economy 

(according to Elon Musk) and 

pouring billions into the US 

war machine, while its leader, 

convicted on 34 felony counts, 

consults with a convicted 

war criminal wanted by the 

International Criminal Court, 

as they conspire to end a war 

the Russians began but are 

trying to blame Ukraine?

When people are finished 

voting for fakes and liars, 

the Greens are honest and 

sincere and are not corporate 

puppets of the super wealthy.

Only corporate puppets 

would maintain negative 

gearing and capital gains tax 

concessions while claiming 

to improve housing supply.

Only corporate puppets 

would claim they are helping 

the struggling workers and 

fighting inflation while banks 

make record profits.

Rod Murray

Ocean Shores

Imminent damage
In The Echo June 26, 2024 

Detective Chief Inspector 

Matt Kehoe stated that police 

were ‘implementing a pro-

gram in the coming months’, 

regarding illegal ‘pushbikes.’ 

Cr Michael Lyon proposed a 

motion that Council write to 

state and federal MPs. Noth-

ing happened.

In The Echo February 19, 

Richard Hughes of East Bal-

lina loves that more people 

are cycling. The distinction 

he lacks is that some of the 

bikes he is seeing are not 

e-bikes. They are illegal 

electric motorbikes, with 

accelerators, over-powered 

motors and the ability to 

travel over 25kph. Mandy 

Nolan is concerned about 

helmetless riders suffering 

brain damage and suggests 

– albeit whimsically – that 

mothers confiscate the bikes 

in question. She can help 

politically.

I just wrote to MP Tamara 

Smith requesting:

Licence the riders or have 

some kind of test for road 

law knowledge.

Register the motorbikes 

and enforce third party 

insurance.

Enable police to blitz 

these illegal riders for 

legality and helmets.

Enable police to seize 

illegal motorbikes.

Put signs on foot and bike 

paths with speed signage.

Put signs on foot 

and bike paths banning 

electric motorbikes.

It’s a matter of time 

before children/people will 

be killed, maimed or suffer 

brain damage.

Raphael Lee Cass

Byron Bay

People not donors
Australia needs a large 

crossbench of people in 

government committed to 

representing us. That would 

help to persuade the major 

parties to serve us and not 

their donors that are large 

corporations and oligarchs.

Both major parties 

betray us by providing tax 

concessions and subsidies 

to their donors, the banks, 

supermarkets, mining com-

panies, insurance providers, 

property developers, and 

more, at our expense.

The Greens and most 

independents are against 

those concessions and 

subsidies.

A third of large corpora-

tions pay no tax. Imagine 

the great work that could be 

achieved if that money was 

collected. We wouldn’t see 

tents in our parks or people 

without teeth.

Our people are getting 

poorer while the corporate 

bludgers’ wealth increases. 

Our votes can make a 

difference if we use our 

preferences to put people 

who want to serve us and not 

donors first.

Our vote is powerful 

and I believe we can save 

our democracy with a large 

crossbench.

Sue Kelly

Lennox Head 

Dangerous 
profession
In Australia we have some 

of the best journalism in 

the world. For citizens of 

this country it is easy to be 

informed.

In this rainbow region we 

are blessed to have two free 

newspapers, one weekly the 

other monthly, both with a 

range of local and national 

highly relevant news.

We also have access to the 

online free Australian edition 

of independent The Guard-
ian. And then there is the 

weekly Saturday Paper and 

The Monthly, again independ-

ent, though not free.

No journalists have been 

killed in Australia. Several 

have faced court for doing 

their jobs, recently, James 

Waugh, Cheng Lei and Antoi-

nette Lattouf.

In the last year 32 journal-

ists have been killed in 

regions without an active 

conflict, 47 journalists have 

been killed in regions where 

there is an active conflict.

Three very good websites 

document and discuss these 

deaths. cpj.org 

Wed 26 FEB Damien Cooper
Thu 27 Feb Animal Ventura
Fri 28 Feb Among the restless
Sat 1 MAR The Whiskeys

Rails Recovery Session 1pm-5pm live Dj

Sun 2 MAR Majestic Nights
Mon 3 MAR Stephen Lovelight
Tues 4 MAR Ella Jones
Wed 5 MAR Sunstone Duo

AND THE FAMOUS 

RAILS kitchen

86 JONSON St, BYRON BAY  |  6685 7662  |  therailsbyronbay.com

▶ Continued on next page

PRECIOUS WALL FINISHES

0431 791 118  www.precious-wall-finishes.com  

Specialising in interior and 
exterior house painting. 
Delivering top-quality results 
to enhance your space.

Eco-friendly, biodegradable, 
and non-allergenic or
standard paints.

No job too big or too small.

Servicing Byron Shire and the Northern Rivers. 
Contact us today to book your FREE quote. Licence: 473158C

Transform Your Home with 
Expert Painting Services!

Let Krissie Bring 
Your Vision to Life!

Personal tech support for bamboozled bipeds

0431 122 057
�

1/53 Tamar St, Ballina
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byrondogrescue.org  •  Ph 0492 862 905

Op Shop
Cnr Tweed St & Booyun St

Brunswick Heads 
Next to IGA Supermarket

Mon to Fri 10am–4pm
Sat 10am–1pm

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

– Upton Sinclair

Letters to the Editor  www.echo.net.au/letters

Letters to the Editor
Send to Letters Editor Aslan Shand, fax: 6684 1719 

email: editor@echo.net.au Deadline: Noon, Friday. 

Letters longer than 200 words may be cut. Letters 

already published in other papers will not be 

considered. Please include your full name, address 

and phone number for verification purposes.

The Echo is committed to providing a voice for 

our whole community. The views of letter writers are 

their own and don’t represent the owners or staff of 

this publication.

ATTENTION ALL 
LETTER WRITERS
In order to run more letters 

on different topics, from this 

week we are only going to 

publish the first 200 words 

of your letters in print. 

Readers will be able to read 

them in full (if a reasonable 

length) in The Echo online: 

www.echo.net.au/letters. 

Cartoon by Jamie Hoile
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North Coast news online

(the Committee to Protect 

Journalists), unesco.org 

(Observatory of Killed Jour-

nalists) and rsf.org (Journal-

ists Without Borders).

In discussing a slight drop 

in the numbers of journalists 

killed in non-conflict zones 

in 2024 UNESCO comments: 

‘It suggests that progress 

may have been made in 

some non-conflict countries 

in fighting attacks against 

journalists for their reporting 

in peacetime, which peaked 

in 2022 with 60 killings.’

▶ Please read full letter 

in The Echo online: 

www.echo.net.au/letters.

Robert Durand

Goonellabah

Indicate, mate!
A friendly reminder to my 

fellow motorists: those 

little orange flashing things 

on your car aren’t just for 

decoration! 

All too often, I dutifully 

stop and give way to a car 

on a roundabout because 

they’re indicating right, only 

to watch them veer off at the 

exit to the right of me. Con-

versely, I often think it’s safe 

to enter because a motorist 

on the roundabout isn’t 

indicating only to be nearly 

T-boned, usually by some 

monstrous LandCruiser 

or Jackaroo-type ute. One 

might have presumed they 

were going straight; by not 

indicating, even though we 

should always indicate left 

when leaving a roundabout. 

I can’t be the only one 

that’s noticed this, it happens 

all the time in Byron! But hey, 

at least it keeps the panel 

beaters in business. Indicators 

aren’t just for common cour-

tesy, it’s the bloody law! That’s 

my two cents done – now 

have a nice day and drive safe.

Englebert Bumperdink 

(Alasdair Purves)

Byron Bay

Where were you 
Noelle Maxwell?
Immediately after the floods, 

Justine Elliott hit the ground 

running, touring the area 

with then opposition leader 

Anthony Albanese. 

Justine immediately 

challenged former PM Scott 

Morrison when he excluded 

flood-ravaged residents in 

the Tweed, Byron, Mullum-

bimby and Ballina regions 

from federal disaster relief 

payments, and was success-

ful in procuring them. 

Justine has helped 

procure $800 million for the 

Resilient Homes program 

with a further $90 million 

recently added. Another 

recent federal government 

funding boost has been $100 

million for over 50 local infra-

structure projects including: 

Mullumbimby Ambulance 

Station, the Heritage Park 

upgrade, Mullumbimby 

Recreation Ground car park 

restoration, and the Petria 

Thomas Memorial Swimming 

Pool upgrades. 

The Albanese govern-

ment has also committed 

$618,869 under Round 1 

of the Growing Regions 

Program to construct a 

Men’s Shed, environmental 

centre, performance stage 

and commercial kitchen, as 

well as provide upgrades 

to existing infrastructure at 

the Mullum SEED Eco Hub 

in Mullumbimby. The Roads 

to Recovery program is pro-

gressively increasing from 

$500 million to $1 billion per 

year; the Road Black Spot 

Program is increasing from 

$110 million to $150 million 

per year, and $200 million 

per year is available under 

our Safer Local Roads and 

Infrastructure Program...

▶ Please read full letter 

in The Echo online: 

www.echo.net.au/letters.

Keith Duncan

Ballina Labor

Disaster insurance. 
We all deserve it.
Our region is one of the 

worst to be hit by climate 

disasters. The 2022 floods 

were the costliest in 

Australian history at an 

estimated $3.5 billion. But 

underneath these figures 

are the people who bear 

the brunt. I recently had the 

chance to speak to people 

in a Murwillumbah street 

that had been severely inun-

dated. I heard how very few 

houses had been eligible for 

the buyback scheme. The 

rest had suffered massive 

damage – many unable to 

afford the repairs. People 

were uninsured due to unaf-

fordable premiums after the 

2017 floods. They now face 

premiums over $18,000 per 

annum! I felt their pain but 

couldn’t suggest anything to 

ease it. 

So, I was elated to hear 

The Greens’ announce-

ment this week that they 

have a plan to bring down 

premiums and make hous-

ing insurance accessible to 

all. Abolishing government 

stamp duty on premiums 

will return $4 billion to 

householders. Expanding 

the cyclone pool for rein-

surance to include all disas-

ters will return $10 billion. 

Their Senate inquiry found 

insurance calculations to be 

too opaque. Premiums are 

rising without clear expla-

nation whilst insurance 

companies’ profit margins 

are still growing. 

The Greens want a freely 

accessible National Disaster 

Risk Map. 

▶ Please read full letter 

in The Echo online: 

www.echo.net.au/letters.

Marion Riordan

Nunderi

Natural, drug-free headache and migraine approach

72 Byron Street, Bangalow – opposite the Public School

www.bangalowheadacheclinic.com.au

Ph: 0475 75 75 10
+ Advanced head, neck and jaw assessment, 

treatment and management.

Phone for an immediate, obligation-free 
phone consultation.

Let us help 
you gain a 

better quality 
of life...Headache and Migraine 

Jaw pain – locking – clicking – grinding
 Vestibular – dizziness – vertigo

Byron Shire’s go-to Mac Support Service!

* System Tune / Updates
* Battery Replacements
* Expert Mac Advice
* Screen Repairs

Call Dave: 0418 408 569

es
s
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www.mrmacintosh.com.au

▶ Continued from page 9

Comment / Letters

Graeme Gibson & 

Meg Bishop

T he Echo’s report 

(February 18, 2025) of 

the state government 

decision to close its dispute 

resolution service from June 

30 is disturbing news indeed. 

Community Justice Centres 

(CJC) were established in 

1980 and have an enviable 

record in resolving disputes.

Professor David Heilpern, 

Dean of Law at Southern 

Cross University and 

formerly the Senior Civil 

Magistrate for NSW, says the 

CJC is ‘an integral part of the 

justice system in this state, 

particularly in civil law... the 

ability of CJC mediators to 

settle small claims matters 

was legendary and essential. 

Similarly, they are an invalu-

able method of alternate 

dispute resolution in neigh-

bourhood and low-level 

AVO (apprehended violence 

order) matters.’

The government pro-

poses an in-house media-

tion service, but this will 

only accept court-referred 

mediations. This means that 

people will no longer be 

able to self-refer, including 

small commercial claims 

matters and neighbourhood 

issues like noise, abuse, 

fences and overhanging 

vegetation. Many people 

do not have the resources 

to pay for mediation, or 

the capacity to resolve 

their conflicts. This will put 

increased pressure on both 

the police and the courts.

No consultation
President of Local 

Government NSW, Mayor 

Phyllis Miller OAM, says the 

decision to close was made 

without consultation with 

councils, who are regular 

users of CJC mediation. 

‘We have both worked as 

CJC mediators for CJC for 

many years and can report 

the decision to close was 

made without any inquiry 

or evaluation of its service, 

and with absolutely no 

consultation with anyone – 

including senior CJC staff,’ 

said Mayor Miller.

The Echo’s report 

quoted a government 

spokesperson claiming 

‘many state agencies now 

offer mediation as an 

alternative’. We have heard 

versions of this several times, 

and on two occasions have 

asked the minister, Attorney-

General Michael Daley, to 

explain these alternatives. 

On both occasions the 

minister has avoided the 

question. This is clearly 

because there is no other 

freely available mediation 

service in NSW.

The government 

spokesperson also said 

‘less than nine per cent of 

inquiries [to CJC] proceed to 

mediation’. This conveniently 

overlooks what is well 

known within CJC. Many 

initial inquiries are dealt with 

over the phone, providing 

conflict coaching so people 

are able to approach the 

issue in a better informed 

manner, resolving the issue 

without mediation. Some 

issues are not suitable for 

mediation, for example 

where serious mental health 

issues are present or one 

of the parties is not able 

to represent themselves. 

Obfuscation appears to be 

the minister’s strategy.

CJC mediations take place 

in person where possible, 

though sometimes by video 

or phone, at a time conveni-

ent to the parties. 

There is no wait list and 

no cost to the parties. This is 

a free, fair, and flexible ser-

vice. It helps keep people out 

of court, can alleviate per-

sonal stress and reduces the 

burden on police. Mediation 

can preserve relationships 

and the importance of this 

cannot be overstated where 

the parties have ongoing 

interactions, such as families 

and neighbours.

CJC mediators spend a lot 

of time on conflict coaching, 

helping people to present 

their case and to listen to 

the other’s case. ‘Do your 

best listening,’ is one of the 

guidelines for mediation. 

Exploring options and reality 

testing are at the heart of a 

successful resolution. 

When people reach agree-

ment over their disputes in 

person it’s likely to last. When 

a court makes a determination 

there is a winner and a loser 

and the relationship is likely 

to deteriorate further. CJC 

mediators are well qualified, 

and do this work for $45 an 

hour. The satisfaction that 

comes from helping people, 

sometimes changing their 

approach to personal relation-

ships, cannot be measured.

Over the last decade 

there has been a declining 

level of support and steady 

withdrawal of CJC services, 

including closure of regional 

offices and staff reduction. 

The mediator panel has 

shrunk from around 200 

in 2017 to 65 at present. 

Information sessions and 

outreach with local councils, 

Housing NSW, Community 

Legal Centres, the police and 

others was once common-

place, but no more.

That this contraction 

of resourcing for a vital 

community service com-

menced under a Coalition 

government should surprise 

no-one. That it has contin-

ued under a Labor govern-

ment is unexpected.

Graeme Gibson has been 

a mediator with Community 

Justice Centres since 2011, 

and Meg Bishop since 2013.

There is no wait list and no cost to the parties through the 

Community Justice Centre. This is a free, fair, and flexible 

service. Photo Cytonn Photography / unsplash.com
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Advertisement

LET’S BREAK IT DOWN

This can be an attractive way to reduce your bill and put the money 
you would normally pay your power company into your very own 
power system on your rooftop.
ProSolar provides advice and guidance in a simple and easy way, 
to ensure you select the optimal solution for your home and budget. 
This is the best opportunity Northern Rivers families and business 
owners have ever had to generate our own power. For more 
information, call ProSolar on 02 7912 0760 or 0482 082 304.

6.6KW SOLAR SYSTEM

8.8KW SOLAR SYSTEM

The above prices include supply, installation (standard

discount is subject to change at anytime.

ProSolar has designed three great packages to help you take advantage of the federal government discount.

The federal government provides a solar discount to home 
owners and businesses in Australia that install a small 
scale renewable energy system (solar, wind or hydro) 

created is based on:

the amount of electricity consumption it reduces.

Under the package, the federal government will pay around $350 
per kilowatt towards cost of a solar system.

WHAT DOES THE CURRENT 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

SOLAR DISCOUNT MEAN FOR YOU?
e 
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North Coast news online

Trumposia
If Americans could play 

cricket, there may be some-

one who could stump Trump 

before he, via his mouth, 

does any further damage to 

his team and country.   

Before common sense 

evolves, this rhetoric is 

becoming dangerous to eve-

ryone in whatever country. 

He’s got to go.   

Peter Walters 

Ballina

A big small kindness
Thank you to the person who 

put my brand new expensive 

rubber (not plastic) thongs 

next to the parking area near 

Yum Yum Tree Cafe, New 

Brighton.

Searching for them and 

finding them the next day, 

surprised and moved me.

Honesty and kindness are 

heart warming. 

Nicolette Boaz

Bondi

Soul of rural Byron
What’s the difference 

between approving a 

restaurant in a rural area, 

and a ten-storey block of 

shops and apartments 

in downtown Byron Bay? 

Sure, the site was once a 

piggery, but it would have 

had limited traffic or human 

comings-and-goings, and 

blended into the rural 

landscape of the local 

community of the day.

Council’s responsibility is 

to balance development with 

maintaining the character 

of a place. Large develop-

ments are more suited to 

land adjoining the outskirts 

of Byron Bay (and any small 

town) where development 

is to be expected, not in a 

rural area, where preserving 

the rural charm and lifestyle 

is so deeply valued by 

the community.

Approving a luxury restau-

rant on the old piggery site 

sets a dangerous precedent. 

Byron Shire’s identity isn’t 

just an opportunity for devel-

opers – it’s a way of life for its 

residents. Council must ask 

itself: are we protecting the 

heart of our community, or 

selling it off bit by bit?

Sandy Loyall

Bangalow

Inner sanctum
The inner sanctums of the 

Labor party are sweating 

their time in executive 

government, power is very 

much in the balance. Labor’s 

primary vote has not just 

dropped to 30 per cent; it’s 

steadily heading towards 26 

per cent or less on a national 

basis and probably even 

lower in Richmond.

In our electorate of 

Richmond, regardless of 

what occurs nationally, 

the Greens’ 2025 primary 

vote will finally eclipse 

Labor and the conservative 

primary vote, which means 

Justine is ‘toast’ and the only 

interesting electoral issue is 

how Labor voters cast their 

preferences between the 

Greens and Nationals.

Justine has a saying 

‘every election is different’ 

and that’s right.

Labor will go into minority 

government with Greens’ 

support and my prediction 

is that Mandy Nolan will 

become the first minister in 

that new government in the 

seat of Richmond since the 

55-year hold of the seat by 

the (Country/National party) 

clan of Hugo, Dough and 

Larry Anthony.

Richmond needs change. 

The country needs change. 

Voters will vote for change.

Terry Sharples

Tweed Heads

Human rights
As the election time nears, 

it is disturbing to research 

the horrors and dismissal 

of human rights for First 

Nations people in Australia.

Recent reports (e.g. the 

Saturday Paper February 

15, 2025) notes, ‘In the past 

year, governments jailed 

more of our people, they 

forcibly removed more of 

our children, more of our 

children fell behind in their 

growth and learning, and 

more of our people died by 

suicide.’ The NT government 

shredded the ratified Charter 

on Human Rights enabling 

the incarceration of ten-year-

old children.

As cruel colonisation 

continues it is not surprising 

to note that the NT Close 

the Gap funding package 

upholds the law-and-order 

draconian structures to aid 

policing. Of the $842 million 

announced to Close the Gap, 

$205 million is allocated to 

policing! Thus the prison 

population grows and 

incarcerating ten-year-old 

children, usually removed 

from their parents, is toler-

ated by Australian politicians 

and the Australian public.

Name me one outraged 

morally consistent Australian 

politician who upholds chil-

dren’s ratified human rights? 

Peter Dutton, an eager 

student of fact shredding 

think tank ‘Advance’ is keen 

to sanitise the history, well 

documented, of the Austral-

ian frontier wars. 

▶ Please read full letter 

in The Echo online: 

www.echo.net.au/letters.

Jo Faith 

Byron Bay

Herbicide spraying
Byron Shire Council has 

been spraying us for years, 

for example in an attempt 

to eradicate the bitou bush 

that was planted by the sand 

miners after mining ceased 

in early 1970s. The aerial 

spraying over the lighthouse 

and Tallow Beach was exten-

sive, there was no escape. All 

small animals were affected, 

including two nesting pheas-

ants who lived in the dunes. 

All gone.

In March 2009 a cyclone 

was approaching, my hus-

band went to check on the 

beach. He was confronted 

by a man in protective 

clothing who was spraying 

the bitou bush on the dunes. 

My husband said it was the 

wrong time to be doing this 

with such a strong wind 

happening as the spray was 

going over all vegetation. He 

continued to spray, the spray 

went over my husband’s bare 

right leg. Of course I rang the 
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▶ Continued on next page

News / Letters

Aslan Shand

Australian rocket company 

Gilmour Space Technologies 

has had the first Australian 

sovereign orbital rocket 

approved to launch.

Based on the Gold Coast 

and Bowen, Gilmour Space 

announced that they have ‘a 

launch window starting “no 

earlier than” March 15 for the 

maiden flight of Eris, the first 

Australian-designed and built 

rocket aiming for orbit’.

Adam Gilmour, co-founder 

and CEO of Gilmour Space 

said, ‘This will be the first 

attempt of an Australian 

rocket to reach orbit from 

Australian soil’.

The news follows final 

airspace approvals from the 

Civil Aviation Safety Author-

ity (CASA) and Airservices 

Australia, clearing the last 

regulatory hurdle before 

launch. It also marks the 

culmination of years of inno-

vative R&D and manufactur-

ing by the Gold Coast-based 

company, which developed 

the Eris launch vehicle and 

Bowen Orbital Spaceport in 

North Queensland.

Gilmour Space made 

history in March last year 

when its Bowen spaceport 

was granted the first orbital 

launch facility licence in Aus-

tralia, and when it secured 

the country’s first Australian 

launch permit for Eris Test-

Flight 1 in November. Now, 

with airspace arrangements 

finalised and mandatory 

notice given to the Australian 

Space Agency, the company 

is preparing for liftoff.

First time the 
hardest

With the March 15 window 

fast approaching, Mr Gilmour 

said that, ‘it’s important to 

understand that delays or 

“scrubs” are a normal part of 

rocket launches. These can 

last anywhere from hours 

to days, or even weeks, and 

are often caused by weather 

conditions, technical issues, 

or other factors. Safety is 

always the top priority. We’ll 

only launch when we’re 

ready, and when conditions 

are appropriate.

‘Secondly, the first launch 

is always the hardest. 

Reaching orbit is a highly 

complex engineering chal-

lenge, and every successful 

rocket company has faced 

setbacks in their early 

attempts – SpaceX, for one, 

did it on their fourth attempt. 

It’s almost unheard of for a 

private rocket company to 

launch successfully to orbit 

the first time. Whether we 

make it off the pad, reach 

max Q, or get all the way to 

space, what’s important is 

that every second of flight 

will deliver valuable data 

that will improve our rocket’s 

reliability and performance 

for future launches,’ he said. 
‘Thirdly, this is the road we 

must take to build sovereign 
space capability that will be 
critical for Australia’s future. 
Launching Australian-owned 
and controlled rockets from 
home soil means more high-
tech jobs, greater security, 
economic growth, and 
technological independence. 
Only six countries in the 
world are launching regularly 
to space using their own 
technology, and Australia 
could soon be one of them.

‘I want to thank our 
incredible team at GIlmour 
Space for all their hard work 
and dedication in getting 
to this critical first flight. 
Whatever happens next, 
know that you’ve already 
made history – we now build 
rockets in Australia. And this 
is only the beginning.’

For more information 

about Eris TestFlight 1, visit 

www.gspace.com/missions.

Left: Gilmour Space’s Eris rocket at the Bowen Orbital Spaceport in Queensland. Right: Adam Glimour, CEO of Gilmour 

Space Technologies, The Echo’s own Electron Wrangler Ewan Willis, and the Gilmore team read The Echo as they assemble 

Eris, the first Australian-made rocket. Photos supplied
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PROPOSAL TO 5G UPGRADE MOBILE 
PHONE BASE STATION AT THE EXISTING 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SITE ON THE ROOFTOP 
AT 4 JONSON STREET BYRON BAY NSW 2481

1.  The site at which this works is being undertaken is located at the 
address above.

2. The proposed works include:

•Replacement of two (2) outdoor equipment cabinets with one (1) new 
outdoor equipment cabinet (not more than 2.5 metres high; and with a 

www.rfnsa.com.au

5.00pm on Wednesday 12 March 2025.

News / Letters

Brutal council
As a former resident of the 

Byron hinterland for some 

30 years, I am appalled by 

Byron Shire Council’s treat-

ment of the Kohinur com-

munity as reported in last 

week’s Echo. It smacks of the 

brutal police marijuana raids 

which led to The Echo being 

set up in 1986 as a voice for 

civil liberties.

Are the surfers, hippies, 

musicians, artists and regen-

erators who made Byron 

Shire an interesting place to 

visit and settle, now to be 

regarded as second-class 

citizens? Has Byron Council 

become a nest of little 

sociopaths and wannabe 

oligarchs?

Michael McDonald

Bairnsdale VIC

Upper Main Arm 
compliance stress
No, not again. Staff taking 

action without councillors’ 

knowledge is against prin-

ciples of good governance. 

With a housing crisis, natural 

disasters, and cost-of-living 

pressures it’s time for com-

passion and support.

When Upper Main Arm 

compliance action occurred 

in 2009, without councillors 

being informed, processes 

changed to ensure that 

no such action take place 

without a report to Council. 

Councillors responded with 

a meeting with residents 

at Kohinur Hall, a leaflet to 

inform about rural housing 

options and staff assistance 

to comply.

In 1997 the Local Govern-
ment Act included section 

131 orders that make or are 

likely to make residents 

homeless, and clarifies 

‘the council must consider 

whether the resident is 

able to arrange satisfactory 

alternative accommodation 

in the locality’ and ‘if the 

person is not able to arrange 

satisfactory alternative 

accommodation in the local-

ity, the council must provide 

the person with, (a) informa-

tion as to the availability 

of satisfactory alternative 

accommodation in the 

locality, and (b) any other 

assistance that the council 

considers appropriate.’

So why wasn’t there 

a report to councillors 

to consider ‘appropriate 

action’? When I was mayor, 

we received reports prior 

to taking action and 

then provided support 

to residents, not action 

causing them further stress 

and homelessness.

Jan Barham

Broken Head 

Compliance by 
Council
When it comes to Byron 

Shire Council making 

sure that buildings meet 

compliance I have to ask 

why our infrastructure 

doesn’t meet compliance?

Council needs to fix up 

the stuff-ups of so much 

of their own infrastructure 

but of course the funds are 

not there. I ask how Byron 

Council can ignore the fact 

that stormwater drains 

constructed under their own 

compliance team do not 

meet the standards needed 

to function properly without 

causing sink holes in roads 

and on private property?

How then is it okay to 

harass people for non-

compliance when BSC is 

non-compliant? Oh those 

houses are hazardous, the 

compliance team say; but 

hey sink holes are hazardous 

too. So is overflowing 

sewage. 

Annie Radermacher

Brunswick Heads

works department who told 

me what the spray was. It 

was a mixture of Metsulfuron-

methyl and Roundup, a 

herbicide containing 24D.

Today we are still being 

sprayed here in Suffolk Park, 

every year. In all these years 

of spraying I have never 

seen a sign to warn us. My 

husband died in June 2012 at 

the age of 69.

Virginia Black

Suffolk Park

Native forest 
destruction
After waiting for my blood 

pressure to lower, I felt 

compelled to make a plea to 

all those caring Echo readers to 

reject the latest galling request 

from the NSW timber industry. 

The shameless timber industry 

is seeking compensation, if 

our long-overdue Great Koala 

National Park (GKNP) actually 

goes ahead. 

Remember Labor prom-

ised this almost three years 

ago? This brutal and unsus-

tainable timber industry is 

attempting to further bleed 

‘us’ dry and soon we will all 

need a blood transfusion 

(figuratively speaking). 

Since 2021 the timber 

industry has cost NSW taxpay-

ers over $200 million in direct 

grants and received decades 

of public subsidies. Last year 

alone approximately $29 

million of taxpayers’ money 

was foolishly granted to 

forestry industries yet again! 

As Ms Eaglesham (President 

Bellingen Environment 

Centre) so accurately stated, 

our Treasurer Mr Mookhey 

must not cave in to further 

demands of the forestry 

industry as there is ‘no basis 

in law’ for this claim. 

Most NSW citizens have no 

idea what the cost is to them, 

in relation to this destructive 

and secretive industry that has 

demonstrated its brutality not 

only to wildlife in their way, but 

to those trying to protect it.

▶ Please read full letter 

in The Echo online: 

www.echo.net.au/letters.

Lindy Stacker

Binna Burra

▶ Continued from page 12

Join Positive Change for 

Marine Life (PCFML) and 

Byron Shire Council (BSC) in 

Brunswick Heads for Clean 

Up Australia Day (CUAD) on 

Sunday, March 2. 

‘Last year 80 kilograms 

of waste was removed near 

Torakina and Brunswick 

Heads beaches. I hope we 

can pick up even more waste 

with the help of our com-

munity this year,’ said Lucy 

Jepson from PCFML.

Join the event at Terrace 

Park, Brunswick Heads on 

Sunday, March 2 from 9am 

to 12pm. 

‘Some of the key items 

we’ll be looking out for at 

the event include cigarette 

butts, takeaway food and 

beverage containers, bottle 

caps, plastic sushi fish (soy 

sauce containers), and micro-

plastics,’ said BSC’s Jordyn 

de Boer.

‘The Brunswick River 

flows directly into the Cape 

Byron Marine Park, so it’s 

important that we stop these 

waste items entering our big 

blue backyard. Attending a 

clean-up event is always a 

great way to spend time with 

family and friends outdoors, 

while doing something posi-

tive for the environment. You 

can also get a free coffee!’

For more information 

and to register for the event, 

please visit Council’s What’s 

On page. To register your 

own event or join another 

CUAD event go to the Clean 

Up Australia Day website.
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North Coast news onlineSport Supported by Newy Store

Art by Chrissie 
chrissieartwork@gmail.com

Newy Store
OPEN 7:30am – 6:00pm 
7 DAYS A WEEK
• Licensed post office 
• General convenience store
• Fresh produce & groceries
• Soft drinks, lollies, ice cream
• Newspapers & magazines
• Wine, beer, spirits & tobacco

50 RIVER STREET, NEW BRIGHTON
02 6680 1102   •   @newystore

The Mullum Meerkats have 

just topped off their season-

long winning streak in the 

Byron Bay League Futsal 

Championship under 15s, 

by beating The Phoenix 3-0 

in the grand final, played on 

Monday night, February 24.

Top of the ladder 
Top of the ladder all 

season, and after now winning 

the Byron Bay League, and 

the State of Origin, they are 

looking to finish the season 

with a championship hat trick 

this Sunday in Ballina at the 

Champions League.

Yari McGauley

The Mullumbimby Brunswick 

Valley Football Club (MBVFC) 

open day on February 15 was 

a huge success, with a great 

mix of new and returning 

players, and perfect weather.

With teams likely across 

men’s premiers, champs, 

and fifth divisions, women’s 

fourths and fifths, plus junior 

teams in all ages, there’s 

plenty of football happening 

this season. 

As an inclusive, 

development-focused club, 

MBVFC welcomes players of 

all levels, from five-year-olds 

to first-time seniors. Some 

teams have started training, 

and the season officially 

kicks off at the end of March. 

But we need registrations 

ASAP (by late Feburary) to 

nominate teams. So if you 

haven’t signed up yet, now’s 

the time! Early bird discounts 

are available until March 1 at 

mbvfc.com.au/registration.

The club will also take 

part in the Anzac Cup and 

McMillan Shield short pre-

season comps starting in 

early March.

A big thank you to every-

one who donated old football 

boots for our Boots for Kenya 

collection drive – those boots 

will be heading to youth girls’ 

teams in Kenya, where they’ll 

be put to good use. The 2025 

season is shaping up to be a 

big one for MBVFC.

Yari McGauley is MBVFC 

secretary.

Rhys Dykes

We are excited to share 

that our team, Point Break 

Brazilian Jiu Jitsu, won ‘Best 

Team,’ out of 50 plus teams 

from QLD and NSW, at the 

2024 Regional Byron compe-

tition, held at the Cavanbah 

Centre in Ewingsdale.

Here are some of the 

ways we are helping the 

local community thrive: we 

run women’s self-defence 

classes every third Sunday 

of the month; kid’s classes 

for ages 4 to 18, focusing on 

anti-bullying, self-defence, 

and confidence building; We 

also offer a recovery program 

with sauna and ice bath 

therapies to support overall 

wellbeing and performance.

The club is located at 62 

Stuart St, Mullumbimby. 

For more, visit www.

pointbreakbjj.com.

Rhys Dykes is from Point 

Break BJJ.

Cricket: Bangalow’s tight win against Byron 
Jameson Hinds

The local third-grade cricket 

derby between Bangalow 

and Byron went down to the 

wire on Saturday.

Batting first, Byron were 

bowled out for 170, with 

Scott Kilpatrick continuing 

his impressive season with a 

solid 48. 

He was supported by Chief 

Wiggem, with some massive 

hitting on 35, but tight bowl-

ing by the Bangalow cartel 

kept the total in check.

Connor Redden and Nigel 

Dornan scored three wickets 

each. 

The chase started briskly, 

with Brett Macphail hitting 

40, and Dan Bensley 28, 

but Byron cut through the 

Banga’s middle order, before 

the tail wagged with Connor 

Redden 41, Hamish Redden 

12 and Old Man Redden 

hitting the winning runs with 

five balls to spare. 

This keeps Bangalow in 

first place, with the finals 

approaching.

Jameson Hinds is a Ban-

galow second-grade player. 

He took 5 for 35 in their 

match against Marist Lis-

more, taking his season tally 

to 25 wickets at 11.16.

Ballina Netball Association 

is gearing up for another 

exciting season with the LJ 

Hooker Saturday competi-

tion, and registrations are 

now open for players of all 

ages and skill levels. 

Organisers say, ‘Whether 

you’re new to the game or 

a seasoned player, there’s 

a place for everyone to get 

involved, stay active, and 

enjoy the sport’.

There are three clubs to 

register with: Lennox Head, 

Headlands and All Saints. 

For young netballers, the 

‘Net Program’ is available for 

ages 5 to 6. 

Key dates for the season 

include grading and gala day 

– April 5, and Round 1 – May 3. 

The under 8s to seniors 

competitions cater for a wide 

range of players, ensuring 

everyone has the chance to 

participate, improve, and 

enjoy the game. For more 

information visit www.

ballinanetball.com.au.

The victorious Mullum Meerkats. Pictured from left to right: Jimi, Jaali, Ruben, Remo 

(holding trophy), Freeman, Jake and Curtis. Photo supplied

Players of all levels are welcome to join the Mullumbimby 

Brunswick Valley Football Club. Photo supplied

Point Break Brazilian Jiu Jitsu members. Photo supplied

We would love to 

run all kinds of local 

sport on these pages 

so please send your 

photos and stories to 

sport@echo.net.au.

Point Break BJJ tops regional comp
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Ma�ng 
SPACES

W��ng Windows  
by Jake

Do you love flowers? Be immersed in 

flowers at the Coorabell Hall Flower Show. 

Grand champion dahlia growers, Bruce and 

Stephen Wedd, will be displaying a huge 

range of their award winning dahlias, and 

there will be flower displays by local flower 

growers, including Lilli Forrest, Holly Shiach, 

Hannah Robertson, Carolene from 

Pikt Flowers, and Liz Grey.

Lilith Rochas and her Mana Aloha 

Hula troupe will be doing a hula 

display at 3pm on the Sunday, and 

at 4pm all the flowers will be sold.

There will be pizzas, Pocket Curries, 

a sausage sizzle, coffee, chai, cakes 

and a licensed bar, and a team of 

volunteers will be making flower 

crowns. A great weekend for  

flower lovers! 

Co�a�ll Hall Flo�r Show 
Saturday 8 March, 12 – 4pm  

Sunday 9 March, 10am – 4pm  

Coorabell Hall,  

565 Coolamon Scenic Drive 

0407 848 054

Enquiries: coorabellhall@gmail.com. 

workingwindows.com.au 

Jake 0435 506 465 

Toby 0405 793 994

workingwindows1@gmail.com

Are your windows and doors working?  

Are you prepared for the imminent arrival of 

winged friends carried by the summer sea 

breeze? Well, fret no more! Don’t replace… 

REPAIR and SAVE with Working Windows. 

Jake and Toby are local experts specialising 

in the repair and, if necessary, replacement 

of windows, doors, fly screens and security 

screens. With 10+ years experience in timber, 

aluminium and uPVC products, they pride 

themselves on always delivering top-quality, 

eco-friendly results that best benefit you 

and your environment.

Contact them today via phone or email, 

or check out their website for more 

information.

Eden at Byr�
Planting a tree is the easiest way to 

create a shady garden haven.

You don’t need a huge space – plenty 

of trees will grow in smaller gardens or 

even in pots.

Crepe Myrtles (Lagerstroemias) are 

gorgeous, with masses of flowers 

throughout summer. They are 

deciduous, so you can still enjoy the 

winter sun.

Ivory Curl trees (Buckinghamia 
celsissima) are local native trees, 

looking magnificent in full bloom right 

now. Silk Handkerchief trees (Maniltoa 
lenticellata) are spectacular small to 

medium trees with cascades of soft 

pink new growth. They are native to 

north Queensland but grow well here. 

Fruit trees such as mangoes and lychees create 

productive shady garden hideaways. 

Let the friendly Eden at Byron team help you 

choose the perfect tree for your garden.

140 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay 

02 66856874

www.edenatbyron.com.au

Preci�s Wall Finishes 

Swap a Bo�le

Unprecedented Dem	d f� Ba�ery Installati�s

Tr	sf�m Y�r Space w
h JC P�nting
With years of experience in the painting 

industry, JC Painting is dedicated to delivering 

high-quality finishes for both residential and 

commercial projects. Their attention to detail and 

commitment to excellence ensure a smooth and 

professional result every time.

Whether you’re looking to refresh your home or 

you’re a builder in need of skilled painters for 

your projects, JC Painting is ready to help. From 

small touch-ups to large-scale transformations, 

they take on jobs of all sizes with precision and 

care. Fully insured and equipped with industry 

expertise.

If you’re looking for professional, reliable painters 

who take pride in their craft, get in touch today.

jc.painting@outlook.com.au 

0433 526 530

Precious Wall Finishes is your go-to for interior, 

exterior and specialty painting. Krissie brings 

expert knowledge and artistry to every project 

– ensuring beauty, quality, and authenticity in 

every finish. She specialises in interior and exterior 

house painting, using eco-friendly, biodegradable, 

ProSolar is installing home battery 

systems across the Northern Rivers at a 

record pace as demand surges. Locals 

increasingly recognise the importance 

of storing solar energy for use at 

night, ensuring energy independence 

and lower electricity bills. With the 

NSW battery rebate making storage 

solutions more affordable than ever, 

households are seizing the opportunity 

to maximise their solar investment. 

ProSolar’s expert team is leading 

the charge, equipping homes with 

cutting-edge battery technology 

that enhances energy resilience 

and sustainability. As power prices 

fluctuate and grid reliability concerns 

grow, more residents are turning to 

solar storage as a smart, long-term 

and non-allergenic or standard paints.  

No job is too big or small!

What clients say:

 “Their work exudes finesse and 

professionalism.”

 “Krissie and her team continually 

found creative solutions to get the job 

done professionally and efficiently.”

 “Krissie’s attention to detail and 

commitment to the work is amazing.”

 “Krissie is a very talented painter who 

truly exceeded our expectations with 

her work ethic and exceptional painting 

skills. From start to finish, the work was 

of the highest quality.”

Call 0431 791 118  

www.precious-wall-finishes.com  

krissie@precious-wall-finishes.com

solution. The Northern Rivers community is embracing the 

future of renewable energy, and ProSolar is proud to be at 

the forefront of this transition.

ProSolar Australia, 6/71 Molesworth St, Lismore 

02 7912 0760  •  prosolaraustralia.com.au

Change to a local! Swap a Bottle is 100% local, 

100% family-owed-and-run, and a 100% fully 

independent LP gas company.

They want to be your gas supplier! They want to 

remind all the householders out there that you  

are not obligated or ‘signed up’ to a gas supplier. 

You can change at any time! And it’s so easy! 

You’re only a phone call or online order away  

from changing!

So change to a small business that you can rely 

on for great service and reliability! Locals who 

live in your area, and support your other local 

businesses, right here in your home town.

Call or email Amy and Jason today!

Free call: 1300 727 013 

swapabottle@bigpond.com 

swapabottlegas.com
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Eateries Guide
Good Taste

LENNOX HEAD

Views, Brews, Cocktails, Beats, and Eats!

Live Music Friday, Sunday.

Bookings essential.

Head to lennoxpizza.com

Follow on Insta: @lennoxpizza

Lennox Pizza
4/74 Ballina St, Lennox Head

Open Mon–Thurs from 3pm 
Fri–Sun from 12pm
Online pick up orders avail-
able daily 12pm

HAPPY HOUR: 3pm–5 pm daily

The seasonal menu features classic and 
modern dishes with innovative twists. 

Find something for all tastes, from epic burgers 
to vegan delights. Enjoy delectable treats and 

good vibes at this Mullum icon. 

The Empire
20 Burringbar St, Mullum
6684 2306

Open for brunch and lunch,
Mon–Fri 8am–3.30pm
Sat & Sun 8am–2pm

FB/Insta: EmpireMullum
empiremullum.com.au

MULLUMBIMBY

BANGALOW

Tuckshop serves up elevated comfort 
food and familiar favourites featuring 
locally sourced produce with super 
salads and seafood, wagyu steak, 

vegetables cooked on charcoal, and 
refreshing wines and cocktails that cater 

to today’s foodie culture.

Bangalow Tuckshop
Open: Wed to Sat, noon till late.

43 Byron Street, Bangalow

bangalowtuckshop.com

hello@bangalowtuckshop.com.au

@ Bangalowtuckshop

BILLINUDGEL

M E X I C A NM E X I C A N

Rosefina went retro and bought 
a Club Lounge to eat tacos

and drink tequila.

Rosefina’s Mexican
Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Lunch 12pm–2:30pm
Dinner 5pm–8:30pm

Sunday 12pm–8pm

8/10 Wilfred St, Billinudgel
www.rosefinas.place

All your favourites, every lunch and dinner. 
Experienced Thai chefs cooking fresh, delicious 

Thai food for you. 

BYO only.

Welcome for lunch, dinner and takeaway.

Menus available on Facebook.

Success Thai
Open Lunch Wed–Fri 
12–2.30pm.
Dinner Mon–Sat 5–8pm. 
Closed Sunday
3/31 Lawson St, Byron Bay 
www.facebook.com/
pages/Success-Thai-
Food/237359826303469

Hotel Marvell’s Newest Seafood Destination

OYSTER HOUR
Tuesday to Saturday 5–6pm 

Serving $3 oysters

Oyster Bar
4 Marvell St, Byron Bay 
OPEN 7 DAYS
Breakfast 7–11:30am
Lunch 12–4pm 
Dinner 5–10pm
Book
byronbayoysterbar.com.au

North Byron 
Liquor Merchants
61 Bayshore Drive, 
Byron Bay

6685 6500
liquor@northbyronhotel.com.au
Open 10am–8pm daily and
10am-9pm through Summer

‘Byron’s boutique bottle shop’

Local service

Old and rare wines

Natural wines

Craft beers

Specialty tequilas

BYRON BAY (continued)

Delicious new winter dinner menu, live jazz 
every Sunday arvo, happy hour 3–5pm Friday 

to Sunday & our famous Sunday roast.

Enjoy a wander in the fields, meet the pigs, 
and picnic in the sun… there really is 

something for everyone.

Three Blue Ducks
The Farm, 11 Ewingsdale Rd.
6190 8966
enquiries@threeblueducks.com
threeblueducks.com/byron

Open 7 days from 7am.
Mon-Thurs: breakfast & lunch
Fri-Sun: breakfast,
lunch & dinner

Welcome to Horizon,
Byron’s newest rooftop bar.

Enjoy hinterland views, stunning sunsets
and signature cocktails showcasing local 

distilleries and breweries.

Horizon Rooftop
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 7 DAYS

Horizon Rooftop, Hotel Marvell
4 Marvell Street, Byron Bay

Open Daily | 12pm – late

NO BOOKINGS REQUIRED

Call: 6685 7385
@horizonbyronbay

BYRON BAY

Open for takeaway daily, 12 midday until dinner. 

Menu and more details

@mainstreet_burgerbar

‘Make a meal of it’
Add chips and a drink, just $5.

Main Street
Open for takeaway daily, 
12 midday until dinner.

Menu, more details –
@mainstreet_burgerbar

18 Jonson Street

6680 8832

Roca 
Byron Bay
Open: 6.30am – midnight

14 Lawson St, Byron Bay

(02) 5642 0149
www.rocabyronbay.com.au

Latin Fusion All-Day Dining
Join us in celebrating our opening, with free 
prosecco or tap beer with the purchase of any 
ceviche.

Available daily from 2:30pm to 5pm.

Harvest Festival will be bigger than ever
It’s going to be the biggest Harvest Festival yet, and it’s about to launch for 2025.

Sporting a new month-long format across the month of May 2025, over four weekends 

Northern Rivers Food, the organisers of the festival, will shine the spotlight on a differ-

ent sub-region of the Northern Rivers – giving its farmers, producers and restaurants a 

chance to shine:

• 3-4 May: Byron and Ballina

• 10-11 May: Lismore, Kyogle and Richmond Valley

• 17-18 May: The Tweed

• 24-25 May: The Clarence

Each weekend will feature a two-day Harvest Trail, an under-cover producers’ hub 

(based on the rip-roaring success of last year’s Bangalow-based hub) and a long table 

community lunch or dinner.

The dedicated website (harvestfestival.org.au) will launch soon, offering loads of 

information for festival goers, plus competitions and online ticketing. Stay tuned for 

more information.

CATERING

lizzijjackson@gmail.com

0414 895 441

GLUTEN FREE AND SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS CATERED FOR.

Celebrations 
Cakes by 
Liz JacksonCELEBRATIONSCELEBRATIONS  

BY LIZ JACKSONBY LIZ JACKSON
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The 
Good Life

Open 6am – 12pm
Monday – Saturday

Shop 6/108 Stuart Street
Mullumbimby.

ALLPRESS ESPRESSSO

C O F F E E  S H O P

FINE FOODS
MEATS  CHEESES

Truly the Bay’s best selection of award-winning 
local & international specialty foods.

10am – 4:30pm Mon – Sat
10am – 1pm Sun

Ground Floor, 110 –114 Jonson Street, Byron Bay

B Y R O N B A Y

@byronbayprovidore
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Peppers, chillies and 
capsicums are in season
Victoria Cosford

Out on our balcony the Bishops Crowns 

are flourishing, yellow flowers opening 

from buds promising an endless supply. 

So-called because of their resemblance 

to – well, bishops’ 

crowns (other 

names are Jokers 

Hats and Christmas 

Bells), they are 

a type of chilli 

which, once red, 

can be extremely 

spicy. So far, mine 

remain obstinately 

green so shall 

stay on their vine 

until the colour 

changes. They 

were a gift from 

Mad Mountain, 

whose stall bears 

an assortment of 

chilli seedlings in 

an assortment of 

heat levels.

It’s very much 

the season for 

chillies, capsicums 

and peppers. 

Botanically berries, 

they’re members 

of the nightshade 

family, native to 

South and Central 

America. At Jump-

ing Red Ant you’ll 

find bulbous glossy 

capsicums in red, 

yellow, green, 

orange, sometimes 

black, along with bullhorn peppers in red 

and yellow and green-black, elongated 

and perfect for stuffing and serving as 

antipasti.

But I love stuffing capsicums and serv-

ing them as a main, especially this vegetar-

ian, vegan and gluten-free dish; Stuffed 

Baked Capsicums. Start by soaking 250g 

of Arborio rice in cold water for two hours, 

then drain. Toast 50g of pinenuts and place 

in a large bowl with 40g currants, one cup 

chopped parsley, mint and dill and 1tbs 

dried mint. In a frypan cook one finely-

diced onion in olive oil till translucent, 

add 2tbs tomato 

paste, cook for 

a minute then 

add a 440g tin of 

crushed tomatoes 

and simmer for 

five minutes. 

Season and add 

to the other ingre-

dients along with 

the drained rice. 

Cut the tops off 

five red capsicum 

and hollow out, 

reserving the ‘lids’. 

Arrange in a high-

sided oven tray 

and spoon in the 

rice mixture three-

quarters full. Heat 

400ml vegetable 

stock, add the 

juice of two 

lemons and 6tbs 

EV olive oil and 

pour into each 

capsicum. Cover 

with baking paper 

then alfoil, wrap   

tightly, and bake 

at 180C for 30 

minutes. Remove 

paper and foil and 

bake another 20 

minutes. Serve 

with a dollop of 

garlicky Greek yoghurt alongside.

Jumping Red Ant are at New Brighton 

Farmers Market every Tuesday from 8am to 

11am and at Mullumbimby Farmers Market 

every Friday from 7am to 11am.

Mad Mountain are at New Brighton 

Farmers Market every Tuesday from 8am 

to 11am.

New gourmet grocery store 
opens its doors in Byron

It was a love of good 

food and speciality retail 

that inspired Monica and 

Mathew Cassidy to open 

their new gourmet grocery, 

stocked with the best in 

locally-sourced goods, 

and award-winning and 

distinctive regional and 

internationals finds in one 

curated space.

Mathew is a third-

generation local who grew 

up in hospitality, while 

Monica says her love of 

food stems from her Italian 

and Peruvian heritage and 

its foods which she loves to 

share. The store’s main goal 

is creating a space where a 

passion for cooking, enter-

taining, and a love of the 

small shopping experience 

can come together, making 

it the perfect spot for locals 

and visitors alike.

A charming little store, 

located on the ground floor 

of the Mercato complex, 

Byron Bay Providore is 

both a supporter of the 

region’s exceptional local 

merchants and dedicated 

to bringing the best-of-the-

best from elsewhere – with 

a continuing expansion of 

products. They stock qual-

ity ingredients, ready-made 

meals, award-winning 

cheeses, sauces, salumi 

and sweet treats and 

pastas from Australia and 

Italy. 

With exclusives such as 

award-winning brownies, 

sauces, olives and oils, 

shelf items are designed 

to complement each other 

to make an easy shopping 

experience with options 

for gluten-free, dairy-free, 

organic, and non-seed oil 

products as well.

And coming mid-March, 

you’ll be able to dine in, 

get take-away coffee, along 

with sweet treats and some 

light savoury fare. Outside 

will be a dog-friendly 

space with free pup cups 

while indoors offers an 

air-conditioned, or heated, 

space for a relaxing cosy 

meeting spot. The addition 

of coffee will bring about 

a space where people can 

rest and recharge.

‘Our store’s essence 

is based on attention to 

detail, and a love of the 

small shopping experi-

ence, with our space and 

products reflecting this. 

It is a combination of our 

favourite gourmet grocery 

items, merchandised with 

beautiful care. We hope 

to make everyone feel 

welcome and excited about 

food and help them find 

that special something,’ say 

Mathew and Monica.

Byron Bay Providore is 

open 10am till 5pm Monday 

to Friday, till 4:30pm Satur-

day and 1pm Sunday.

Peppers: enticing, delicious and in season.

Monica and Mathew Cassidy sharing the food they love.
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Creative, small-batch, hand-made, state-
of-the-art, artisan, innovative, ethical, 
imaginative, hyper-local, leading-edge, 
quality, EXPLORE premium, master, 
handcrafted, accomplished, cutting edge, 
organic, designer, eclectic DISCOVER 
ingenious, beautiful, unique, sensational, 
avant-garde, original, visionary, 
inspirational, expert, brilliant, gifted, 
ahead of the curve. YOU wonderful, 
compelling, THERE experiencing, 
witnessing, engaging. NOW. 61

3
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1. HIVE BYRON BAY
Discover the buzz at Hive Byron Bay! This vibrant precinct 

is your go-to for delicious food, unique drinks, and exciting 

activities. Whether you’re grabbing a coffee before work, 

meeting colleagues for lunch, or unwinding after hours, Hive 

has it all. With trendy spots and new eateries opening soon, 

there’s always something fresh to explore. Experience Hive 

Byron Bay today!

92 Centennial Circuit
hivebyronbay.com.au

2. McTAVISH SURFBOARDS
McTavish is the ultimate destination for all things surf. Grab a 

pre- or post-surf coffee and browse the range of handcrafted 

surfboards (all made on-site in the factory behind the 

showroom), surf accessories and apparel, or borrow a demo 

board for the weekend.

Surfboard Factory, Surf Shop & Cafe
91 Centennial Circuit
www.mctavish.com.au 
@mctavishsurf

3. NORTH BYRON HOTEL
North Byron Hotel is a meeting place for friends and families 

to get together and indulge in sustainable Northern Rivers 

produce, and local musical talents. Showcasing the best of the 

rainbow region, the sun-drenched garden welcomes locals and 

holidaymakers for restaurant quality food at pub prices. Check 

out the website for a jam-packed events calendar, fit for the 

whole family.

61 Bayshore Drive
02 6685 6500
www.northbyronhotel.com.au

4. MR VINTAGE
How you dress is representative of your personality. You are 

unique, one in 7 billion, born out of the death of a star.

Life’s too short to wear boring clothes. Recycled and vintage 

clothing sourced from around the world.

3/6 Centennial Circuit
02 6680 8640
@mrvintageaustralia

5. BYRON BAY CAMPING 
AND DISPOSALS 
Make the most of these beautiful summer days for all those 

fun outdoor activities. Byron Bay Camping and Disposals have 

most of your bait and tackle needs, with brands in store like 

Okuma, Zman, Halco, Platypus and Jaz lures. They also have a 

huge range of snorkelling and spearfishing gear for those who 

prefer spending their time in the water. 

1/1 Tasman Way Byron bay.
www.byron-camping.com.au
0439 212 153



HABITAT PRECINCT 

A cleverly-designed village where people 
live, work and play, all in one place, 

combining old-school Byron (community, 
creativity) with new thinking (live+work 

spaces, car sharing) and good times (food, 
shops) to create a little oasis for locals and 

visitors alike.
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8. BYRON FAMILY LAW
Byron Family Law is a boutique family law firm established 

in Byron Bay. Through collaborative and resolution-focused 

practices, they support clients to separate more kindly 

and to rebuild following divorce or separation. They work 

in collaboration with local counsellors, conveyancers, 

accountants, mediators, and health and wellness 

professionals to support you and your family to not only 

survive but thrive following a separation.

18 Parkes Avenue
02 6687 2774 
www.byronfamilylaw.com.au

9. RICHARDSON MURRAY 
LAW
Practicing exclusively in family law, Richardson Murray 

offers legal advice and guidance in matters of separation, 

divorce, parenting arrangements and property settlements. 

With considerable experience in all matters of relationship 

breakdown, including domestic and family violence, 

Richardson Murray are known for their compassionate 

approach and commitment. Their dedicated team aims to 

deliver the best possible outcomes for clients.

42 Parkes Avenue
www.richardson-murray.law

10. ARCAA 
Visit Arcaa to discover the latest collection of timeless and 

versatile pieces, made from sustainable, lightweight fibres of 

organic cotton and natural linen. The boutique also offers a 

curated selection of accessories, jewellery, gifts and lifestyle 

products.

Open Mon–Fri, 9.30am–4pm and Sat, 9am–3pm, or shop 

anytime by visiting the online store.

@arcaa_movement
Shop 10, 1 Porter Street, Byron Bay NSW 2481 Habitat 
Retail & Lifestyle Precinct
arcaamovement.co

11. SOTHEBY’S 
INTERNATIONAL REALTY 
BYRON BAY

Driven by quality buyers, extensive reach, and a fresh 

approach, Sotheby’s International Realty Byron Bay team 

of experienced agents stand as the market leader. Whether 

maximising the value of your property or helping you find 

your next home, the Sotheby’s team offer personalised service 

and expert guidance, delivering a seamless experience and 

exceptional results throughout your real estate journey.

37-38/1 Porter Street
02 6610 9892
byronbaysir.com.au

HABITAT
Get out of town! Visit Habitat where you can shop, eat, drink 

and recharge, all in one place. They’ve carefully curated every 

flagship store, independent boutique and fashion label, 

so you can find the iconic style you’d expect from Byron, 

hassle-free. 

Plus, they’ve got all your favourite health and wellness studios 

and good food galore.

6.  PARADISE GOLF
Paradise Golf is Byron Bay’s ultimate indoor virtual 

golf bar, where fun meets the fairway! Experience 

top-tier simulators, play world-class courses, and 

perfect your swing – rain or shine. With a laid-back 

vibe, curated cocktails and delicious locally-made 

pizza, it’s the perfect spot for golfers and non-

golfers alike. Swing into Paradise Golf and make 

every shot a hole-in-one!

88-94 Centennial Circuit
www.paradisegolf.com.au

7. BODHI LIVING 
Bodhi Living showcases a carefully curated 

collection of furniture, homewares, rugs and 

lighting, sourced both locally and globally. 

They have introduced a range of collections 

designed in-house, including sofas, dining tables 

and seating using natural and sustainable materials 

such as rattan and wood. The brand encapsulates 

the freedom of spirit and the soul of the individual 

as represented through their home. 

www.bodhiliving.com.au 
IG @bodhi.living 
Shop 1/18 Centennial Circuit

HABITAT PRECINCT
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Cryptic Clues 
ACROSS
8. Don’t fall for revealing style of 

clothing (3-7)

9. Socially acceptable callback from 
Balinese tourist town (4)

10. Projected to have caught the eye (5,3)

11. Italian men seconds away – pay no 
heed (6)

12. Clue man sorted out about end of 
Democrats is America personified 
(5,3)

15. Cup holder of brass beginning to 
rust (6)

16. Good shots spring into movement 
(6,5)

22. Scots guide has a breather every 
other time (6)

23. PM, an idiot, hugs swinging 
gentleman (8)

26. Tag line a big hit in cricket article (6)

27. Japanese dictators store mid-
Eastern firearms (8)

28. Legendary ship with freight Charlie 
dumped (4)

29. Belonging to a group of – for 
example – arms, legs and a joint (10)

DOWN
1. Charles is one who imbibes exotic 

tea with PM (7)

2.  Merchants finally put on fish at 
promenade (6)

3. Othello perhaps, spinning, involved 
in falsehoods – sweeping ones! (6)

4. Wager on boat (4)

5. String was twisted to make a tool (8)

6. Spin lies to PM (8)

7. Fourth part of house (7)

13. Roger, deprived of rights, turned to 
one of Freud’s ideas (3)

14. She runs a very old business, 
whichever way you look at it (5)

17. Belief system, in part mostly 
deception (8)

18. Entry code to ensure changes, 
including Abbott’s earliest 
introduction to ministry (8)

19. Listener sacks her, but it’s still the 
Listener (3)

20. Government leader at forty-nine, 
then fat PM (7)

21. Foolishly, Eliot accepts novice’s first 
article about part of foot (7)

24. Top tradesperson has a jumper to 
iron before Rudd’s initiation (6)

25. Just joking at pronunciation of 
swallow (6)

27. Mouse battered and drained of 
energy by wrestling (4)

Quick Clues 
ACROSS
8. Transparent; easily understood (3-7)

9. Balinese town popular with tourists 
(4)

10. Was noticeably different (5,3)

11. Pay no attention to (6)

12. Personification of the US 
government (5,3)

15. Small dish for a teacup (6)

16. Gradual build-up of public opinion 
(6,5)

22. Scottish hunting or fishing 
attendant (6)

23. Former Australian prime minister (8)

26. Catchy phrase used in advertising (6)

27. Firearms with short barrels (8)

28. Ancient Greek mythological ship (4)

29. Status of belonging to an 
organisation (10)

DOWN
1. Australia’s 24th prime minister (7)

2. Leisurely walk (6)

3. Cleaning tools with long handles (6)

4. Flat-bottomed boat propelled by a 
pole (4)

5. Power tool for cutting trees (8)

6. Australia’s 29th prime minister (8)

7. One-fourth of something (7)

13. Sense of self-importance (3)

14. Polite form of address for a woman 
(5)

17. System of spiritual beliefs and 
practices (8)

18. Online identity for accessing 
accounts (8)

19. Organ for hearing (3)

20. Australia’s 27th prime minister (7)

21. Protective covering on end of toe (7)

24. Worker who repairs and installs 
roofs (6)

25. Take in food or drink (6)

27. Japanese form of wrestling (4)

Crossword by Stephen Clarke #44

Last week’s solution #43

R E C A P T U R E T S A R
E H R S X O U U
S O A P O P E R A R A B I D
T B S G C P D
H O L S T E R G R A B L E
O I R I E O
M U S T A N G R O T A T E D
E T H A R A
S A P I E N T T H E O R E M

L W E A E A
M U E S L I D I S B A R S

A M U N U L C
G A B L E G A B E R D I N E
O E Z E O E G N
G A R B R I O G R A N D E

PISCES THE FISH

ARIES: Venus in your sign asks if you 

know how lovable you are, because 

the galactic glamazon wants to make 

sure you do. As this week’s planetary 

energies pull you inward for reflection 

and correction of unkind self-talk, look for 

positive ways of morphing frustration and 

irritation into user-friendly responses.

TAURUS: This is a peak week for forming 

supportive alliances, so stay open to 

exploring diff erent perspectives. Keep 

your eyes open for people’s hidden 

potential. Go ahead and ask the not-so-

obvious questions which might reveal 

synergies, compatibilities and skills you’d 

never have suspected.

GEMINI: This week could be the year’s 

most valuable for tapping into your own 

intuitive wisdom.  So try to find at least a 

few moments each day to go somewhere 

quiet, ditch the devices, tune out the 3D 

world, be still and listen. Whatever drops 

into your mind will be worth taking note of.

CANCER: With ardent, assertive Mars 

rocketing out of retrograde to energise 

your sign, motivation and drive are likely 

to be high this week. The only caution for 

Cancerians is to check a tendency to dwell 

too long on the past, especially around 28 

February’s super-sensitive new moon.

LEO: There’s no ‘I’ in team. If you’ve been 

caught in a tangled web with a friend or 

colleague, this week’s compassionate 

vibes support mending fences. Staying 

open to various viewpoints and exploring 

a broader approach can help resolve 

conflicts, and bring about the peace of 

mind you need.

VIRGO: As your celestial GPS, the 

messenger planet Mercury, cranks up the 

volume on everyone’s intuition. Yours 

will be buzzing, especially aft er dark 

and around water, so make some quiet 

time to relax the mind and tune into 

receiving insights. Before sleep, try inviting 

messages from your dreams.

LIBRA: This week’s balancing act is a 

particularly intricate one for Librans: it’s to 

align the passionate push and creative fire 

of Venus, with the zodiac’s season of feeling 

and healing. Best approach? Try sitting with 

uncomfortable emotions, identifying your 

triggers and finding the most graceful way of 

expressing them.

SCORPIO: Group dynamics may have more 

stop/start flux than you expected this week. 

But as windows of opportunity open, close 

and reopen, seesawing between forward 

thrust and aggravating gridlock, your mission 

is to move through mischief, mishaps and 

uncomfortable synchronicities to find 

whatever gold’s sparkling in the garbage.

SAGITTARIUS: There couldn’t be more 

planetary support available right now than 

Jupiter making current choices less about 

expectations, and more about enjoying 

partnerships.  This week brings your chance 

to be the calm in the storm: to shine as 

truce-maker and conflict-breaker as well as 

the zodiac’s cocktail shaker.

CAPRICORN: The current planetary power 

charge in your sector of communication 

and community could see you networking 

and trading ideas about giving back. But 

with Venus and Mercury approaching 

retrograde in your foundational zone, don’t 

neglect home, family and personal life. Is it 

necessary to start setting some boundaries?

AQUARIUS: This week’s concentration of 

celestial energetics highlight Aquarians’ 

sector of values and financial security, but 

don’t get too over-focused on the material 

world, because there’s plenty of astral 

magic at work. Take notice of your own soul 

wisdom even if doesn’t quite make sense – 

because it will.

PISCES: This year’s new moon, in Pisces, 

on February 28, forms a fabulous planetary 

quintet in your sign which off ers a marvelous 

start to your new solar cycle. Its invitation? 

To let go of people-pleasing patterns 

and step into your own unique style of 

leadership, so tune in for illuminating clues 

about how to proceed.

STARS 
BY LILITH
The celestial quintet 
of the sun, Mercury, 
Saturn, Neptune and 
Friday’s new moon in 
sensitive, empathetic 
Pisces opens a portal to 
extrasensory perception, 
intuitive flashes and 
psychic downloads, 
so stay tuned...

It’s All About Connection
Mandy Nolan

I sometimes wonder how to make 

life simpler.

I look at the devices, meant to 

make our lives more convenient, but 

realise what a slave I’ve become to 

them. They’re great for efficiency but 

they are also time wasters. I spend a 

lot of time looking for my phone.

It’s a good part of most people’s 

day. The moment of panic when 

you suddenly go, ‘I can’t find my 

phone.’ It’s like leaving your baby in 

a supermarket. There’s a sense of 

white-knuckle terror. And then you 

realise. It’s in your bag. The phone. 

Not the baby.

That never happened with the 

rotary phone (or the rotary baby).

You never lost it. It was attached 

to a cord and plugged to the wall. In 

some cases it was fixed to the wall. 

It was inconceivable that you’d take 

your phone out. People popped in 

unannounced when they visited and 

directions were something committed 

to memory, not Google Maps. It made 

life a lot less convenient but a hell of a 

lot less stressful.

I tell my kids about the dark ages, 

when dogs and phones were kept 

at home. God forbid you ever had a 

personal call in your family home. 

Everyone was witness to the drawn 

out, ‘you hang up’, ‘no you hang up’, 

‘you hang up’ phone-play of young 

lovers. Generally my mum would hit 

the disconnect. ‘I hung up’.

We didn’t have a phone in our 

home until I was about 12. We couldn’t 

afford it. If we wanted to make a 

call we had to go next door and ask 

the neighbours if we could use their 

phone. How did we even survive? It’s 

like an episode of Alone, except even 

they get to use their phone to tap out.

Phones in country Queensland 

went through an operator. My 

friend’s mum Maureen was on the 

switchboard. You’d turn a dial; it rang 

the switch, and you’d ask Maureen to 

put you through to ‘29’. That was my 

grandmother’s number. In my town, 

people had two numerals, sometimes 

three. It was a lot like using two cans 

and a string. (We couldn’t afford that 

tech either).

When we got a phone I thought it 

was the most exciting day of my life. I 

loved putting my fingers in the round 

holes of the dial and just letting them 

slip all the way around. I loved the 

recall of the dial. I realised when we 

got a phone I didn’t know anyone 

to call. Our phone rang about once 

a week. It was a metallic throb. The 

excitement was unbelievable. I’d say, 

‘Hello, Mandy Nolan speaking, can I 

help you?’ It was never for me.

Mobile phones were phone booths. 

And they were everywhere. Now only 

drug dealers use them. After I left 

home – I’d grab a bunch of 20 cent 

coins and once a week I’d call my 

mum for proof of life. I text my kids 

daily. If they don’t answer I start to 

fret. I don’t know how our parents 

coped with the anxiety of waiting for 

the Sunday call.

The idea of phones being more than 

speaking devices was not even on the 

radar. They weren’t cameras. Cameras 

took 24 or 36 photos and you took 

the film to a chemist, and if you were 

lucky, at least three would be in focus 

and it would cost you $14.99 or some 

ridiculous price. And you certainly 

didn’t send dick pics. Occasionally 

you’d get a heavy breather. We had a 

heavy breather who used to call one 

of my first all-girl sharehouses. Turns 

out it wasn’t a sex pest. It was an asth-

matic with the wrong number. Or as he 

liked to call himself, the landlord.

Apparently we spend an average of 

four hours and 37 minutes every day 

on the phone. Which is approximately 

one day per week. Six days per month. 

In one year, that’s 70 days on, or look-

ing at, the phone.

Here’s an idea for mental health. 

Maybe for every hour we spend on the 

phone we spend an hour in nature. 

Now that’s a good connection.

Here’s an idea 
for mental 

health. Maybe 
for every hour 

we spend on the 
phone we spend 

an hour in nature. 
Now that’s a good 

connection.

Soapbox www.echo.net.au/soap-box

MANDY NOLAN’S

Mandy Nolan’s Soapbox column 

has appeared in The Echo for almost 23 

years. The personal and the political 

often meet here; she’s also been the 

Greens federal candidate since before 

the last federal election. The Echo’s 

coverage of political issues will remain 

as comprehensive and fair as it has 

ever been, outside this opinion column 

which, as always, contains Mandy’s 

personal opinions only.
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Shmoné is a multi-

instrumentalist and 

singer-songwriter – his 

musical inspiration is 

drawn from the people 

and places on his 

journey, and is largely 

reflected in his always-

evolving and captivating 

performances. 

Conveniently kosher and 

generously groovy, it is a 

show not to be missed!

Wednesday from 
7.30pm at the Beach 
Hotel, Byron Bay. 
Free show.

BoomChild is a core 

collective composed of 

lead vocalists Charbel 

and Rico, with producers 

Sumatra. Together 

they’ve joined forces to 

captivate Australian ears 

with the release of  ‘Every 

Little Thing’. This single is 

the official introduction 

of BoomChild to the 

music industry.

Thursday from 8pm at 
the Beach Hotel, Byron 
Bay. Free show.

Estampa is a 

Brisbane-based 

quartet that blends 

elements of world, folk, 

and jazz music. Their 

performances evoke the 

charm of Parisian streets, 

the passion of South 

American culture, and 

the haunting beauty of 

Swedish folk music.

Sunday from 2pm at 
Lismore City Bowlo. 
Tickets from $15 at 
the door.

Hashimoto’s Cactus: 
their music is said to be 

hatched from a core of 

simple, yet complex, 

melody and rhythm. 

Band member, Stephen 
Lovelight, we’re told, 

was the mushroom that 

ate a misty night and 

spewed out the stars 

and dark matter that 

begat Michael DiCecco, 

the finger-licking man 

on drums, and Hans 
Lovejoy, the super-hands 

behind the bottom end 

of this weird foetus.

Friday from 10pm at 
The Northern, Byron 
Bay. Free show.
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What’s on this week

Volume 39 #38

26 February – 4 March, 2025

Editor: Eve Jeffery  

Editorial/gigs: gigs@echo.net.au

Copy deadline: 5pm each Thursday

Gig Guide deadline: 5pm each Friday

Advertising: adcopy@echo.net.au

P: 02 6684 1777 

W: echo.net.au/entertainment

We are stronger 
together
Resilient Lismore is hosting a community gathering on 

Saturday from 3.30pm to 7pm, and are inviting the whole 

community to spend a few hours listening to good music, 

letting the kids play, and enjoying some food together.

Music includes the All in a Chord Choir led by Imogen 
Wolf, soulful harmonies by Tapestry Road and grooves by 

the popular Lismore Supper Club Soul Band. 

People can: colour the paths with ‘The Chalkies’; decorate 

flags which will be joined together in community bunting; 

play with Roundabout Street Theatre and other games; and 

partake in some free food.

Executive Director of Resilient Lismore, Elly Bird, says it’s 

been three years since the floods and landslides that 

changed our community. ‘We know for some folks it’s 

helpful to spend time with others as we move past that 

milestone. We are very grateful to our major event sponsors 

Southern Cross University and NORCO, and to sponsors 

Social Futures and Simply Clean. Several local organisations 

are contributing to the event; it’s another way they each 

continue to support the community more broadly.’

Stronger Together – A Community Gathering from 
3.30pm on Saturday at the Lismore Quad.
For more info and to RSVP, please go to: 
resilientlismore.org.au/event/stronger-together.

 Created by the 

Bowerbird Collective, 

and inspired by leading 

ornithologist Tim Low’s 

award-winning book, 

Where Song Began is a 

musical celebration of 

Australia’s birds and how 

they shaped the world. The 

concert encourages the 

audience to contemplate 

the origin of birdsong 

and the importance of 

Australia’s rich and colourful 

bird history. 

Saturday at 3pm at 
the Byron Theatre. 
Tickets from $20 at 
byroncentre.com.au.

 Hosted by Mandy 
Nolan, RAW Comedy 
gives beginner comics 

the spotlight – it’s where 

comedy stars are born. 

The night is hysterical, 

exciting, unexpected. 

National winners have 

come through RAW’s heat 

doors a few times – could 

this be the heat where our 

next comedy luminary 

is revealed?

Monday from 7pm at 
Mullum Ex Services 
Club. Tickets $20 from 
mandynolan.com.au.

Steve Banks and the 

fabulous Sidemen return 

to the Brunswick Picture 

House spotlighting Rick 
Fenn – regulars Jeff 
Burstin and Mike Mills 
are back, with Sidemen 

Brendan St Ledger and 

Pete Wilkins. Steve’s out 

front for a rockin’ program 

of historic hits, some deep, 

and a few favourites – bring 

your dancing shoes!

Friday from 7pm at the 
Brunswick Picture House. 
Tickets from $46 at 
brunswickpicturehouse.
com.
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World 
class 
films 
Small 
town 
charm Tickets on sale now!

MARCH 6-16TH

Music with meaning
Cunning Stunts invites you to an exciting 

March edition of Nudge Nudge Wink Wink, 

showcasing an electrifying mix of local 

talent. This stellar DJ line-up will set the 

dance floor on fire!

DJ Pob is a Northern Rivers icon and 

internationally-recognised DJ, bringing his 

signature blend of house and tech-infused 

beats back to the Shed. Known for his 

inventive mixing style and deep passion for 

the craft, he creates immersive soundscapes 

that captivate.

DJ Sahaja is known for her deep, soulful, and 

genre-blending sets. Her musical foundation 

is rooted in nu-global, organic house, tribal 

rhythms, and afro beats – all the while 

staying true to her original love of disco, 

house, and funk.

Esteemed resident DJs, Lord Sut and Dale 
Stephen will also be on board. As always, 

this event is more than just a party – it’s 

a celebration of music, community, and 

philanthropy, with every beat making a 

meaningful impact.

This March and April, Nudge Nudge Wink 

Wink is raising funds for Queer Family, 

a Northern Rivers-based not-for-profit 

dedicated to reducing social isolation and 

improving mental wellbeing for LGBTQ+ 

individuals and allies.

Nudge Nudge Wink Wink is on Saturday 

from 4pm – this is a ticketed18+ event at The 

Billinudgel Hotel.

Lucky last bird tickets are available here: 
https://bit.ly/Tickets_Nudge_March1.

seven
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WEDNESDAY 26
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
DAMIEN COOPER
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
4.30PM INO PIO + SHMONÉ
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 1.30PM 
DJ NAT WHITE
TREEHOUSE, BYRON BAY, 5PM 
ANIMAL VENTURA
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM JOCK BARNES DUO + DAN 
HANNAFORD
CLUB PARADISO, BYRON BAY, 
7PM HENRY WEST
BANGALOW BOWLO 7.30PM 
BANGALOW BRACKETS’ OPEN 
MIC SESSION
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM MATT 
BUGGY
THE PADDOCK PROJECT, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM CURRY 
AND JAM

THURSDAY 27
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
ANIMAL VENTURA
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 8PM 
BOOMCHILD
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 2PM DJ 
GYOM DIOP
CLUB PARADISO, BYRON 
BAY, 7PM GARIUS, ZAC & 
JOE, DINGO BALEARICO & 
FRUMOSUL
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
8PM BEAST MACHINE, VOLA 
INERTIA & NU EXIT
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM 
HERMANOS GUTIÉRREZ
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM NURSE GEORGIE 
CARROLL
MULLUMBIMBY CIVIC HALL 7PM 
FLICKERFEST OPENING NIGHT 
PARTY + SCREENING: BEST 
OF INTERNATIONAL SHORTS 
PROGRAMME.
LENNOX HOTEL 8PM JAM 
NIGHT
BALLINA RSL LEVEL ONE, 7PM 
THE BIG GIG COMEDY NIGHT 
– FEAT. LEWIS GARNHAM 
+ PAUL MCMAHON – MC 
MANDY NOLAN,
ELTHAM HOTEL 6PM 
BLUEGRASS JAM, 7PM BONNY 
LIGHT HORSEMAN

LISMORE CITY BOWLO 7PM THE 
SUPPER CLUB SOUL BAND
THE CITADEL, MURWILLUMBAH, 
7PM THE BROTHER BROTHERS 
TOUR

FRIDAY 28
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
AMONG THE RESTLESS
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
GUY J, PATRICE BÄUMEL & 
KHEN
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6.30PM MATTY ROGERS + 
HASHIMOTOS CACTUS
CLUB PARADISO, BYRON BAY, 
7PM PUMAH, AFRODISEA & 
TABS BROTHERS, 7PM LEON 
DREAM, HOUSE PLANT & YETI
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM 
HERMANOS GUTIÉRREZ
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM STEVE BANKS 
AND THE SIDEMEN
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ 
AFRODESIA
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
8PM KRAPEOKEEE WITH JESS
MULLUMBIMBY CIVIC HALL 
8PM FLICKERFEST – BEST OF 
AUSTRALIAN SHORTS
CLUB LENNOX 7PM SARAH 
GRANT
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 6PM 
CARLY & ROO
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6.30PM PHIL & TILLEY
POTTSVILLE BEACH SPORTS 
CLUB 6PM THE COMPLAINERS
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 6PM 
ADAM BROWN
SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 6PM 
LEIGH JAMES

SATURDAY 1
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
THE WHISKEYS
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
10PM DAFT PUNK TRIBUTE 
SHOW
BYRON THEATRE 3PM 
BOWERBIRD COLLECTIVE
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
8PM PANDAMIC
BANGALOW HOTEL 4PM ELLA 
JONES

HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4PM 
CARNAVALE
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM TUFFTONE 
SOUNDSYSTEM
MULLUMBIMBY CIVIC HALL 
4PM BYRON ALL SHORTS, 
8PM FLICKERFEST – SHORT 
LAUGHS COMEDY
BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 4PM 
NUDGE NUDGE WINK WINK 
– DJS POB, SAHAJA, DALE 
STEPHEN & LORD SUT
AUSTRALIAN HOTEL, BALLINA, 
9PM DJ DAVI
THE QUAD, LISMORE, 3.30PM 
TAPESTRY ROAD, LISMORE
SUPPER CLUB SOUL BAND 
AND THE ALL IN A CHORD 
CHOIR.

LISMORE WORKERS CLUB 5PM 
JON J BRADLEY
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6PM STOCKADE
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 6PM 
GREER SULLIVAN
SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 6PM KYLE 
LIONHART

SUNDAY 2
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
THE MAJESTIC NIGHTS
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
4.30PM THE FILTHY ANIMALS
TREEHOUSE, BYRON BAY, 2PM 
LUKE BENNETT
YULLI’S, BYRON BAY, 3PM 
YULLI’S OPEN MIC
BANGALOW HOTEL 4PM LOKI 
HOUGH
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4PM SUB-
TRIBE
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
3PM OPEN MIC
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 3PM DJ DIOP
BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 1PM RUBY 
PHILLIPS
LENNOX PIZZA LUKE YEAMAN
LENNOX HOTEL 3PM GUY 
KACHEL TRIO
BALLINA RSL LEVEL ONE 
10.30AM THE BALLINA 
COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB, 
BOARDWALK 2.30PM SUNDAY 
BLUES CLUB SESSIONS FEAT. 
SOREN CARLBERGG QUARTET 
+ DENNIS WILSON

WHARF BAR, BALLINA, 3PM JB’S 
BLUES BREAKERS

AUSTRALIAN HOTEL, BALLINA, 
3PM THE DUSTIES

ELTHAM HOTEL 2.30PM AZO 
BELL & THE NEIGHBOURS 
FROM HELL

LISMORE CITY BOWLO 2PM 
ESTAMPA

TYALGUM HOTEL 1PM 
PHANTOM LIMBZ + LIZ 
NEWMAN

CUDGEN SURF CLUB, 
KINGSCLIFF, 3.30PM PRESTON

SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 6PM 
ALISHA TODD

KIRRA BEACH HOTEL 3PM JON J 
BRADLEY

MONDAY 3
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
STEPHEN LOVELIGHT

BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
INO PIO

BYRON THEATRE 7PM GANAVYA

MULLUMBIMBY EX-SERVICES 
CLUB 7PM RAW COMEDY 
HEAT 2

ELTHAM HOTEL 6.30PM BUCK 
MEEK + GERMAINE DUNES

TUESDAY 4
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
ELLA STONE

BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
ALEX TILLEY

TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
THE SHOWROOM 11AM THE 
SWELL SISTERS

WEDNESDAY 5
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
SUNSTONE

BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
JASON DELPHIN

TREEHOUSE, BYRON BAY, 5PM 
JOSH LEE HAMILTON

BANGALOW BOWLO 7.30PM 
BANGALOW BRACKETS OPEN 
MIC

THE PADDOCK PROJECT, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM CURRY 
AND JAM

ELTHAM HOTEL NOT QUITE 
FOLK JAM

GIG GUIDE
It’s FREE to list your gigs in the gig guide.
gigs@echo.net.au w: echo.net.au/gig-guide

FOR BOOKINGS AND SESSION TIMES PALACECINEMAS.COM.AU 6686 9600 BALLINA FAIR • 6680 8555 BYRON BAYSCAN TO BOOK ONLINE

SPECIAL SCREENINGS
ACO: THE FOUR SEASONS –
A MUSIC FILM (CTC)

Sun: 1:00PM. Wed: 11:00AM
THE FALL –
4K RESTORATION (M)
CULTVAULT

Mon: 6:00PM
HARD TRUTHS (M)
PREVIEW SCREENINGS

Fri, Sat, Sun: 3:50PM
SPIT (M)
PREVIEW SCREENINGS

Fri, Sat, Sun: 3:10PM

FAMILY FILMS
10 LIVES (G)

Daily: 10:50AM
THE LOST TIGER (G) NFT

Thurs, Mon, Tues, Wed: 10:45AM.
Fri, Sat, Sun: 10:45AM, 12:40PM

ALL FILMS
A COMPLETE UNKNOWN (M)

Daily: 11:00AM, 3:20PM, 7:00PM
BABYGIRL (MA15+)

Daily: 8:10PM
BECOMING LED ZEPPELIN (PG)

Thurs, Mon, Tues, Wed: 10:50AM.
Fri, Sat, Sun: 5:20PM
BRIDGET JONES: MAD
ABOUT THE BOY (M)

Daily except Mon: 11:15AM,
1:50PM, 3:20PM, 6:00PM,
8:15PM. Mon: 11:15AM, 1:50PM,
3:20PM, 8:15PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
BRAVE NEW WORLD (M)

Daily: 12:50PM, 4:30PM, 8:30PM
CONCLAVE (PG)

Daily except Sun: 12:45PM,
8:30PM. Sun: 8:30PM
I'M STILL HERE (M) NFT

Daily except Sat: 10:45AM,
1:30PM, 4:15PM, 5:45PM, 7:00PM

IN THE LOST LANDS (M) NFT

Daily: 2:00PM, 6:20PM
INSIDE (MA15+) NFT

Daily: 4:10PM, 6:00PM
THE BRUTALIST (MA15+)

Thurs, Mon, Tues, Wed: 11:15AM,
3:15PM. Fri, Sat, Sun: 11:15AM
THE LAST JOURNEY (PG) NFT

Thurs, Mon, Tues, Wed: 12:30PM,
3:50PM, 6:15PM. Fri, Sat, Sun:
11:10AM, 3:50PM, 6:15PM
THE LAST SHOWGIRL (M)

Daily except Wed: 10:50AM, 1:50PM, 
8:30PM. Wed: 1:50PM, 8:30PM
THE MONKEY (MA15+)

Thurs, Mon, Tues, Wed: 3:50PM,
8:30PM. Fri, Sat, Sun: 8:30PM
THE SEED OF THE 
SACRED FIG (M) NFT

Thurs, Mon, Tues, Wed: 10:45AM,
2:30PM, 7:15PM. Fri, Sat, Sun:
10:45AM, 2:30PM, 7:45PM
WHITE BIRD (PG) NFT

Daily: 1:20PM, 6:00PM

PALACE BYRON BAY 

A COMPLETE UNKNOWN (M)

Thurs, Mon, Tues, Wed: 1:20PM, 
7:00PM. Fri, Sat, Sun: 12:00PM, 7:00PM
BRIDGET JONES: MAD ABOUT 
THE BOY (M)

Thurs, Mon, Tues, Wed: 10:45AM,
2:10PM, 4:20PM, 7:00PM. Fri, Sat, Sun:
10:00AM, 2:10PM, 7:00PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: BRAVE 
NEW WORLD (M)

Daily: 2:30PM, 4:45PM, 7:10PM
HARD TRUTHS (M) PREVIEW SCREENINGS

Fri, Sat, Sun: 2:45PM
PADDINGTON IN PERU (PG)

Thurs, Mon, Tues, Wed: 10:15AM. Fri,
Sat, Sun: 10:00AM
SPIT (M) PREVIEW SCREENINGS

Fri, Sat, Sun: 4:50PM
THE LAST JOURNEY (PG) NFT

Daily: 12:30PM, 5:00PM
THE LOST TIGER (G) NFT

Thurs, Mon, Tues, Wed: 10:30AM,
12:20PM. Fri, Sat, Sun: 10:10AM,
12:20PM

BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS

SESSION TIMES
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 27
TO WEDNESDAY MARCH 5

COMING SOON

NOW SHOWING

The magic of 
cinema in Mullum
Bringing the magic of cinema from Australia and the world to 

Mullumbimby, Flickerfest and iQ Inc are back for their 28th 

year, kicking off their three-day festival of short films at the 

Mullumbimby Civic Hall.

With just over 40 incredible short films to share, handpicked 

from a record 3,500 entries received for Flickerfest’s Oscar 

and BAFTA-qualifying short film festival, the festival promises 

to delight audiences with the most creative, inspiring and 

entertaining shorts on offer, including Oscar nominees and 

award-winners, screening alongside exciting, fresh local talent.

On Thursday raise a glass to 28 years of Flickerfest in the 

Northern Rivers at the festival’s opening night party
with delicious craft beer, organic wine and organic juices, 

sumptuous snacks from Yaman and tunes from Diego 
Zaragoza and friends.

Following at 8pm, Flickerfest will take you on a trip across the 

world from Sweden to Ireland, China, Belgium and beyond, 

including the delightful Belgian film Beautiful Men, hot off its 

nomination for the upcoming Oscars.

On Friday at 8pm, Australian films shine, honoring our unique 

identity and culture.

Catch: the stunning Marcia And The Shark , winner of Best 
Australian Film at Flickerfest 2025; heartwarming and 

delightful The Fix-It-Man And Fix-It-Wooman , set in the bright 

lights of Alice Springs, from a talented group of Yarrenyty 

Arltere Town Camp artists, winner of Best Australian 
Animation at Flickerfest 2025; and meet Lismore-born-and-

raised director Naomi Fryer, whose moving film The Sax will 

also feature, fresh from its Flickerfest world premiere.

On Saturday at 2pm join Flickerfest for a free workshop 
on the journey from shorts to features and go behind-the-

scenes with award-winning Flickerfest alumni, director Nick 
Waterman, whose recent first feature How To Make Gravy, 

honours the famous Paul Kelly song.

At 4pm, Flickerfest and IQ Inc will shine the spotlight on 

a host of local talent at the 20th year of Byron All Shorts 
Competition, as 11 incredible Northern Rivers short films 

roll out on the big screen, celebrating our local stories. Don’t 

miss fun surf film Vibrations, moving drama Hold Steady, 

heartwarming short doco Old Man And His Dogs, and the 

colourful The Yesmads, about the subculture of van-living 

– and meet the filmmakers.

On Saturday at 8pm, don’t miss the Short Laughs comedy 

program – laugh out loud at the delicious Australian black-

comedy Candy Bar from director Nash Edgerton (Mr Inbetween), 

written by, and starring, award-winning actor Damon 
Herriman; and the highly humorous Dutch film Nelson the 
Piglet , about a family whose miniature pig becomes the talk of 

the town, winner of the Jury Prize for Best Short Documentary 
at Flickerfest 2025.

Flickerfest runs from Thursday to Saturday. For the full 
Flickerfest Mullumbimby and Byron All Shorts program and 
tickets go to: www.iQ.org.au.

     seven days of entertainment
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Classifieds North Coast news online

WHERE TO GET THE ECHO 
If you live in Lennox Head or Ballina, 
but outside our current home delivery 
area, you can pick up an Echo 
from many locations, including:
Richies IGA Ballina, Ballina RSL, One 
Stop Shop Ballina, Ballina Golf Club East 
Ballina, Brighton St Takeaway 
near the Shawsy, 
Seagrass Lennox, 
Lennox pub drive-
through, Station St 
Grocer Lennox

AGMs
PERIWINKLE COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL AGM

26th February      6:30pm –7:30pm
5 Sunrise Blvd, Byron Bay

HEALTH
COUPLES

counselling. Restore emotional 
connection; shift reactivity. 

Lovely space - Bangalow. www.
samadeeplistening.com

KINESIOLOGY
Clear subconscious sabotages.
Reprogram patterns and beliefs.

Restore vibrancy and 
physical health. De-stress.

0403125506
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

HYPNOSIS & NLP
Over 30 years of experience

WendyPurdey.com. Ph 0497 090 233

HYPNOSIS & EFT
Simple and effective solutions.

Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma.
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

PROF. SERVICES

DENTURES
LOOK GOOD
FEEL GOOD

Free consultation. SANDRO 66805002

TRADEWORK

TREE SERVICES
Leaf it to us 4x4 truck/chipper, crane 
truck, stump grinding. Local, qualified, 
insured, free quotes.  0402487213

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
MOWING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
Mullum, Myocum, Bruns, Byron.

Local, honest, reliable. Mat  
0408546037

FOR SALE

MIELE WASHERS 
Dryers and dishwashers available at 
Bridglands Mullumbimby. 66842511

ARCHIBALD’S CHEAP 
QUARRY PRODUCTS

Road base, gravel, blue metal and metal 
dust. ALL SIZE DELIVERIES. 

Phone 66845517, 0418481617

GARAGE SALES

ITEMS UNDER $100
EARBUDS Apple powerbeat pro. Ready 
to rock $99. Ph 0435944152

WANTED
LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop 
crap! Matt 0401955052

TREE FERNS
Any shape, size. Royalties paid. 

Ongoing supply needed. 0414904396

CARAVANS
CARAVANS 

We buy, sell & consign. 
All makes & models.

0408 758 688

TO LET

LOCAL REMOVAL
& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly, 

with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

BALLINA SELF-STORAGE UNITS
Secure. From $22p/w. Ranging 

from 10–44 m3. Across 3 locations. 
66867011

WANTED TO RENT
WITHIN 5KM BYRON. Unfurnished
with ensuite & kitchenette. Long 
term. Punctual, respectful, reliable. 
0479122470  

S E C U R E  S I N G L E  G A R A G E 
to rent in central Byron Bay. 
Please call Ed on 0418660063 if you have 
something available.

TO LEASE
IN A CREATIVE SPACE, STUDIO / 

OFFICE / CLINIC Centre of Mullumbimby. 
$310p/w. Private toilet and sink. 

Text 0403663284. 
NOT FOR RESIDENTIAL TENANCY.

WANTED TO LEASE
APPROX 30-50sqm work space in unit 
or similar for creative light industrial 
business in Byron Shire. Please text 
0408703494

POSITIONS VACANT
LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Work 
available in busy adult parlour. Travellers 
welcome. 66816038 for details.

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED
Flexible work hours – perfect 2nd income
Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

SALES/FACTORY DUTIES
For busy organic skincare & makeup co.

1 day plus 2 x monthly markets. 
Bring resume in person to Wild Nature, 

86 Centennial Circuit, Byron Art & 
Ind. Est.

DRIVERS AUTHORITY & ABN?
Byron Bus Company is looking for 
drivers, please call 0490 183 424

for ongoing casual work.

WORK WANTED
WORDPRESS WEBSITE CREATION
Fair rates info@wordpressit.com.au

HANDYMAN SERVICES No job too big or 
too small. Call for quote. $60ph. Insured. 
0439735817.

TUITION
BRIDGE LESSONS

Commencing 14th March
Bangalow

Contact Leo 0429 672 262

DISCLAIMER
Advertisements placed in The Byron 

Shire Echo do not reflect the views or 
opinions of the editorial staff.

The Byron Shire Echo does not 
make any representations as to the 

accuracy or suitability of any content 
or information contained in advertising 
material nor does publication constitute 

in any way an endorsement by The 
Byron Shire Echo of the content or 
representations contained therein.

The Byron Shire Echo does not accept 
any liability for the representations or 
promises made in paid advertisements 

or for any loss or damage arising 
from reliance on such content, 
representations or promises.

Body BasedPsychotherapy
Somatic Practice

Julie Wells
Anne Goslett
 (nee Mannix)

Dip.Som.Psych, Clinical PACFA Reg.
Individual and Couple Therapy

Supervision and Coaching
(02) 6685 5185

9 Fletcher St, Byron Bay

Mindfulness @ Work

Bring greater focus, 
clarity and calm into your 

workplace.

Certified Mindfulness 
Educator Paul Bibby

0401 926 090 0427 347 380
Fully insured • Free quotes

20 years local experience
• 19 inch chipper • Stump grinding 

• Cherry picker • Crane truck • Bob Cat 

Tip Runs &
Rubbish 
Removal

0408 210 772

contact@thinkblinkdesign.com
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Adobe 
Tutoring

Experienced 
Professional 

Tutor
• Photoshop 
• Indesign  
• IllustratorByron Bay & Surrounding AreasByron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 31406681 3140
Mobile 0417 698 227Mobile 0417 698 227

• Arborist • 15” Wood • Arborist • 15” Wood 
Chipper • Stump Grinder  Chipper • Stump Grinder 

• Fully Insured• Fully Insured

crystalsanddreaming.com.au

KINESIOLOGY 
& ENERGY 

PSYCHOLOGY
Mullumbimby

Kate Messenger 
0413 003 301

- Physical & emotional 
issues

- Stress & pain relief
- Posture & flexibility

- Fears & phobias
- Sabotage programs

- Enhanced performance
- Concentration & focus

+ much more!

Call Shahido 6688 2494Call Shahido 6688 2494

Osho Osho 
Meditation Day Meditation Day

Saturday 1st MarchSaturday 1st March
8am Osho Dynamic 8am Osho Dynamic 

meditationmeditation
10am Osho Discourse10am Osho Discourse

12md Osho Dance 12md Osho Dance 
meditationmeditation

2pm Osho Humming 2pm Osho Humming 
meditationmeditation

4pm Osho shaking 4pm Osho shaking 
meditationmeditation

6pm Osho Evening 6pm Osho Evening 
meditationmeditation

Mullumbimby & District
Neighbourhood Centre
Connecting the Byron Shire Community

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED

- Kitchen Hands -
- Retail Assistants -

- Drivers and Co-driver - 
- Community Support 

Assistants -
MDNC is in needs of 

dedicated volunteers to be 
part of a big loving family. 

All skill sets welcome.

Contact Sylvia - 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Mon-Fri

6684 1286

ECHO CLASSIFIEDS – 6684 1777
CLASSIFIEDS THAT 
WORK ALL WEEK!

Echo Classies also appear online:
www.echo.net.au/classifi ed-ads

CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS
PHONE ADS
Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777
AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE
Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo offi  ce:

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby
EMAIL ADS
Display (box ads) and line classifi eds, email: 

classifi eds@echo.net.au 
Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to 
Friday, 9am–5pm. Ads can’t be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

DEADLINE TUES 12PM
Publication day is Wednesday, booking deadlines 

are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT
LINE ADS:
$17.00 for the fi rst two lines 
$5.00 for each extra line 
$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

DISPLAY ADS (with a border): $14 
per column centimetre
These prices include GST.

Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.

Contact:  07 5536 1763

NOTICE OF TWEED BYRON LOCAL ABORIGINAL LAND COUNCIL

EXTRA-ORDINARY MEETING

LAND DEALING APPROVAL

DATE: Friday 7th March 2025
TIME: 12.30pm
VENUE: Minjungbal Museum & Cultural Centre, Tweed Heads South

Agenda:

1. Open Meeting & Acknowledgement
2. Apologies
3.  Consideration to approve the creation of a Biodiversity 

Stewardship Site over for Lot 1 DP1218057, being Boyd 
Street, Cobaki Lakes NSW 2486, by entering into a 
Biodiversity Stewardship Agreement under the Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 2016 (NSW)

4. Close Meeting

At this meeting, it is proposed the members will decide whether or 
not to approve of the land dealing, after being asked to consider 
the impact of the proposed land dealing on the cultural and 
heritage significance of the land to Aboriginal persons.

All enquiries should be directed to Tweed Byron LALC’s office 
during business hours.

Authorised: Tweed Byron LALC Chairperson

COMMUNITY 
HOT BRUNCH

FREE

FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH
• Sausage sizzle • Hot dogs • Sandwiches 

• Coffee & tea • Fruit Salad

EVERYONE WELCOME
Come one come all and join us in a meal or just a chat.

Takeaway most welcome: COVID safe rules apply.

Frozen takeaway meals now available.

10am to 12pm
In the Ballina 
Presbyterian Hall
Corner of Cherry & Crane. Just behind the Presbyterian Church.

PUBLIC NOTICES
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DEATH NOTICES

LIFE CELEBRATIONS

MUSICAL NOTES
GUITARS, RECORDS, HI-FI

WE BUY AND SELL 66851005

LOST & FOUND
FOUND: Tradies’ tools. Byron Bay Uniting 
Church Op Shop Ph 66855591 9am-1pm

FOUND: Hidden Valley - Just before Tugun 
if you’re going north on the Pacific Highway

LOST: A filling

ONLY ADULTS
BALLINA EXCLUSIVE

34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late.
In & Out Calls. 66816038. Ladies wanted

Find us on Facebook and Twitter! 

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP
Large variety of toys and lingerie

6/6 Tasman Way, A&I Est, Byron Bay 
66856330

SOCIAL ESCORTS
LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available for 
your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself. In-
house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

PETS

Edith Busch
always known as Johnnie

Died 19.2.2025 aged 82 years

An engaged member of the 
Ocean Shores community for the 
past 39 years, Johnnie died very 
peacefully at home with family 

at her side.
Very much loved partner of 

Peter and wonderful mother to 
Priscilla, Jennifer and Phillip and 
mother-in-law to Gabriel, Greg 

and Shannon. Adored Granny to 
Gabriel, Isabella, Frances, Oliver, 

Archie and Mendel.
Johnnie has been privately 

cremated and a celebration of 
her life will be held on 16 May 
at St Martins Anglican Church, 

Mullumbimby, followed by 
refreshments at the Ocean 

Shores Country Club. Further 
details will be advised through 

The Echo closer to the date.

In celebration of Tish’s fun-
loving nature ... and whose 

warmth and light touched so 
many hearts ... a gathering is 
being held at the Brunswick 

Hotel on Saturday 8th March at 
11am for friends and family to 
meet and share in her memory.

TISH

Please make an appointment 
0403 533 589 • Billinudgel

petsforlifeanimalshelter.net

Meet Magnus, a 15 week old furry 

ball of fun, with great black and 

white markings. He loves to play 

and thrives on lots of love and 

attention! He will never cease to 

amuse you, making a great cat for 

kids to play with!

Desexed and vaccinated.

Microchip no. 95301007017465

m
ag

nu
s

Byron Dog Rescue (CAWI)

Handsome 7-month-old male Kelpie x 
Bull Arab ‘Maxi’ is an exceedingly sweet 
natured boy.  He is very responsive to 
directions and corrections, is quite 
submissive and excellent with other 
dogs. He will no doubt be a mix of 
very active combined with chilled 
affectionate couch potato.
Maxi would suit life on a property/
farm or would be the most charming 
companion for someone with an active 
lifestyle with time to exercise and train.
Please contact Shell on 0458461935.

MC: 941000028968305

MMAAXXII

Majestic 
Mario
is confident, 
affectionate and 
adventurous. At 
two years old, 
he is settled 
and perfectly 
litter trained. 

Mario enjoys meeting new 
people and has shown himself 
to be adaptable and resilient. His 
ideal home is out of the suburbs 
with the ability to live and sleep 
indoors but also play outside 
and bask in the sun. He is ready 
for love and a life of constant 
companionship.
Rehoming # R251000060.

www.nras.org.au
61 Piper Drive, Ballina

Rehoming # R251000060
Like us on Facebook!
AWL NSW Rehoming Organisation
Number: R251000222

Amber is 
in need of a quiet 
& patient home. 
Amber is not a 
huge fan of other 
cats and she takes 
time to warm 
up to people. She’s been making 
good progress at the shelter but 
really needs a home where she 
can be the only one and be able 
to fully relax. She’ll blossom!

To meet Amber & our other cats & 
kittens, please visit the Cat Adop-
tion Centre at 124 Dalley Street, 
Mullumbimby.

OPEN:Tues 2.30-4.30pm Thurs 3-5pm 
Sat 10am-12 noon 
Call AWL 6684 4070

Visit friendsofthepound.com to 
view other dogs and cats looking for a home.

ABN 83 126 970 338

M
O
R
T
Y

M
O
R
T
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Morty is a 1 year old, Bull Arab Mastiff 
Bloodhound X. He’s progressing well 

with his training and will need a family 
willing to continue with his education. 

Morty would do best in a home with 
older children and would love an active 

family to bond with.
#991003002444236

Location: Murwillumbah
For more information contact Yvette on 

0421 831 128
Interested?  Please complete our 

online adoption expression of interest
friendsofthepound.com/adoption-

expression-of-interest/

DATE
(Feb/

Mar)

DAY, 
MOON 
PHASE

SUN 
RISE /

SET

MOON 
RISE /

SET

HIGH 
TIDES, 

height (m)

LOW 
TIDES, 

height (m)

26 W
6:35

19:21
4:11

18:18
0820 1.77; 
2030 1.28

0121 0.34; 
1447 0.35

27 TH
6:36

19:20
5:19

18:56
0902 1.85; 
2114 1.39

0208 0.24;
1523 0.26

28 F
6:37

19:19
6:26

19:31
0943 1.89; 
2158 1.49

0253 0.17;
1559 0.20

1 SA
6:37

19:18
7:33

20:05
1021 1.87; 
2241 1.57

0339 0.15;
1634 0.17

2 SU
6:38

19:17
8:40

20:39
1100 1.78; 
2326 1.62

0427 0.18;
1710 0.17

3 M
6:39

19:16
9:47

21:14
1140 1.64

0516 0.26;
1746 0.21

4 TU
6:39

19:15
10:56
21:53

0013 1.64; 
1221 1.46

0612 0.38; 
1824 0.28

5 W
6:40

19:14
12:06
22:38

0103 1.62; 
1305 1.27

0716 0.51; 
1905 0.38

6 TH
6:41

19:13
13:15
23:28

0204 1.58; 
1402 1.10

0838 0.62; 
1957 0.47

7 F
6:41

19:12
14:21 0319 1.54; 

1527 0.99
1016 0.65; 
2110 0.55

8 SA
6:42

19:11
15:21
0:25

0445 1.54; 
1714 0.99

1150 0.61; 
2240 0.57

9 SU
6:42

19:10
16:12
1:27

0558 1.58; 
1830 1.06

1255 0.54; 
2359 0.52

10 M
6:43

19:08
16:56
2:30

0657 1.63; 
1923 1.16

1340 0.47

11 TU
6:44

19:07
17:34
3:32

0744 1.67; 
2006 1.26

0058 0.45; 
1415 0.42

12 W
6:44

19:06
18:07
4:32

0824 1.69; 
2044 1.34

0145 0.39; 
1446 0.38

F

SUN, MOON & TIDES 
– TIMES FOR NEXT 2 WEEKS

Data sourced from Bureau of 
Meteorology. Times adjusted for 
Daylight Savings when applicable.

Community at WorkClassifieds

1st SAT Brunswick Heads 0418 400 415

1st SUN Byron Bay 02 6685 6807

2nd SUN The Channon 02 6688 6433

2nd SUN Chillingham 0428 793 141

2nd SUN Coolangatta
2nd SUN Tabulam

3rd SAT Mullumbimby 02 6684 3370

3rd SAT Murwillumbah 0415 328 672

3rd SAT Salt Village Market, Casuarina

3rd SUN Federal 0433 002 757

3rd SUN Uki 0487 329 150

3rd SUN Ballina 0422 094 338

4th SAT Evans Head 0432 275 765

4th SAT Kyogle Bazaar kyoglebazaar.com.au

4th SUN Bangalow 02 6687 1911

4th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764

4th SUN Murwillumbah 0415 328 672

4th SUN Coolangatta (in a 5 Sunday month)

5th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764

FARMERS/WEEKLY MARKETS
Each TUE New Brighton 0424 168 672 

Each TUE Organic Lismore

Each WED Murwillumbah 7-11 0415 328 672

Each WED Nimbin 3-6pm 0418 940 653

Each WED Newrybar Hall 4-7pm

Each THU Byron 8-11am 0414 595 169

Each THU Lismore 2.30-6.30pm 0459 309 223

Each FRI Mullum 7-11am 0424 168 672

Each FRI Evans Head 2.30-6.30 0428 291 068

Each SAT Bangalow 8-11am 0414 595 169

Each SAT Duranbah Rd 8-11am (Tropical Fruit World)

Each SAT Uki 8am-1pm 02 6679 5438

Each SAT Lismore 8.30-11am

Each SAT Wadeville 8am-12pm

Each SAT Byron Twilight Market 4pm Oct–Apr

Each SUN Ballina 7-11am

MONTHLY MARKETS

The Echo updates this guide regularly, however sometimes markets change their routine 
without letting us know. Please get in touch if you want to advise us of a change.

Autism and 
neurodiversity
A free workshop on autism and 

neurodiversity is being run at 

the Byron Youth Service (YAC). 

Parents, carers, and people who 

work with youth are invited to to a 

free half-day workshop with Jodi 

Rodgers (counsellor on the TV series 

‘Love on The Spectrum’), being 

held on Monday, March 17, from 

1pm to 4pm, at The YAC, in Byron 

Bay. Workshop topics will include 

the latest insights on autism and 

neurodiversity; practical strategies 

for creating inclusive environments; 

and ways to increase communities 

capacity to understand and support 

neurodivergent young people. 

Bookings are essential. For more 

information or to book call Rosalie on 

0431 524 044 or email

rosalie@bys.org.au.

Byron Book Fair
Friends of Libraries Byron Shire are 

once again holding their annual 

four-day Book Fair from Friday, July 

11 to Monday, July 14. Donations of 

books of all genres are needed and 

always gratefully received, in clean 

and good condition. Highlighting the 

need for children’s books, art and 

limited editions to name a few. For 

more information and to donate call 

Janene 0407 855 022.

BV Probus Club AGM
The Brunswick Valley Probus Club 

meeting is on Tuesday, March 4 at 

10am at the Ocean Shores Country 

Club. Our annual AGM is to be held 

after our normal meeting. There is 

no guest speaker on the day, only 

morning tea. Visitors welcome. For 

inquires and apologies ring Margaret 

on 6680 3316.

Free health event
Are you interested in improving 

your health and reducing your cost 

of living? Come along to the free 

self-sufficiency talk on Thursday, 

March 13 from 11am to 1pm at Fairy 

Hill Hall, 11560 Summerland Way, 

Fairy Hill. Further information contact: 

jenjones660@gmail.com.

AGM Sanctuary 
Northern Rivers
The Annual General Meeting for 

Sanctuary Northern Rivers Inc will 

be held on Tuesday, March 11 at 6pm 

(gathering from 5.30pm) at the Church 

Hall, Cnr Rous Road and Pleasant 

Street, Goonellabah.

Eureka Hall AGM
Eureka Hall AGM is on March 15 at 

10am. Morning tea to follow.

World Day of Prayer 2025

Cook Islands, I Made You Wonderful. 

Psalm 139:14 – The World Day of 

Prayer is a worldwide movement of 

Christian women of many traditions 

who come together to observe a 

common day of prayer each year. 

The Cook Islands have prepared the 

2025 service. The World Day of Prayer 

for the Brunswick Valley will be held 

at 10am on March 7 at the St John’s 

Catholic Church, 15 Murwillumbah 

Rd, Mullumbimby. For more info: 

worlddayofprayeraustralia.org and 

biblesociety.org.au/wdp.

Wilson’s Park walk
Wander through the beautiful young 

forest in the Wilson’s Park Species 

Garden on a guided walk with Tim. 

The plants in this section mirror 

those originally found in the remnant 

forest in the Wilson’s Park Reserve. 

It’s an easy 1 hour walk on unpaved 

paths. Wear sturdy shoes and a hat. 

Bring water. Cost $5 adults, children 

free. Morning tea available after the 

walk in the Visitor’s Centre (gold coin 

donation appreciated). Email booking 

essential as numbers are limited 

publicity@friendslrbg.com.au.

On The Horizon
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Email copy marked ‘On The Horizon’ to editor@echo.net.au. 

Bruns U3A

Lifelong learning for retired seniors 
in your third age. We enjoy a variety 
of interest groups. Tuesday forum, 
garden group, foodies, movie and 
lunch group, men’s shed, French 
revisited, Scottish folk dance, 
mahjong, walkers and talkers, 
shabashi, table tennis, and chess. 
Interested?  check out  bru3a.org or 
contact Denise on 0423 778 573. 

End-of-Life Choices
Voluntary Euthanasia End-of-Life 

Choices are discussed at Exit 

International meetings held 

quarterly. The first meetings of the 

year will be held shortly. Meetings 

are held at Robina, South Tweed 

and Ballina.  Attendees must be Exit 

Members. For further Information 

www.exitinternational.net or phone 

Catherine 0435 228 443 (Robina & 

South Tweed) or Peter 0429 950 352 

(Ballina).

Byron Toastmasters 
Byron Cavanbah Toastmasters Club is 

a group for public speaking. It meets 

on the first and third Monday of the 

month 6.15pm to 8.30pm at Byron 

Services Club, 132 Jonson Street, 

Byron Bay. For more information 

email Tamra @temcmahon15@

outlook.com.

Mullumbimby & District 
Neighbourhood Centre
Mullumbimby & District 

Neighbourhood Centre is open 

Monday–Friday 9am–4pm (closed 

12.30–1.30pm for lunch). We offer 

a variety of services. Everyone is 

welcome. Call reception on 6684 1286. 

Some of our services include:

Flood recovery support service: 

personalised, long-term support 

for those impacted by the floods. 

Community support: food parcels, 

meals, showers, assistance with 

electricity bills. Work Development 

Orders.

Listening Space: free counselling.

More Than A Meal: free community 

lunch Tuesday–Thursday 

12.30–1.30pm.

Financial counselling 

Staying Home, Leaving Violence 

program: Information, referral, and 

advocacy.

Gulganii affordable pantry shop: 

located at 3 Bridgeland Lane.

Orange Sky: free laundry service Mon 

morning & Wed afternoon.

To enquire about accessing any 

of these services call reception 

6684 1286, check our website 

www.mdnc.org.au, or follow us 

on Facebook or Instagram. @

mullumbimbyneighbourhoodcentre.

Byron Community
The Byron Community Centre 

provides community services 

and programs including meals, 

advocacy and counselling for locals 

in need. Fletcher Street Cottage: A 

welcoming, safe and respectful space 

where people who are experiencing 

or at risk of homelessness can come 

to enjoy practical relief opportunities, 

find connections and access broader 

support. Fletcher Street Cottage 

services are open Tuesday–Friday; 

breakfast 7am–9am; showers and 

laundry 7am–12pm; office support 

9am–12pm. Individual support 

appointments with community 

workers and specialist services 

available please book on (02) 6685 

7830. Fletcher Street Cottage, 18 

Fletcher St, Byron Bay. More info: 

www.fletcherstreetcottage.com.

au. Byron Seniors Club: www.

byronseniors.com.au. More info on 

Community Services:

www.byroncentre.com.au 

Phone: (02) 6685 6807.

Low-cost or free food
Food Box Thursdays 9.30–11.30am 

at Uniting Church, Mullumbimby. You 

may purchase cheap food, obtain 

free veges, and enjoy a cuppa. The 

Hub Baptist Church in Ocean Shores 

has food relief available for anyone 

doing it tough, please contact us on 

0434 677747 if you find yourself doing 

it tough. No ID or Concession Card 

required. NILs referral service also 

available. Check Facebook page The 

Hub Baptist Ocean Shores for details. 

Liberation Larder Takeaway lunches 

and groceries Monday and Thursday 

12 till 1pm. Fletcher Street end of the 

Byron Community Centre.

Respite Service
Byron Shire Respite Service delivers 

high-quality respite care to a broad 

range of clients throughout the Byron, 

Ballina and Lismore shires. Donations 

welcome: Ph 6685 1921, email 

fundraiser@byronrespite.com.au, 

website: www.byronrespite.com.au.

Alateen meeting
Alateen meeting every Thursday at 

5–6pm. Do you have a parent, close 

friend or relative with a drinking 

problem? Alateen can help. For 

8–16-year-olds meet St Cuthbert’s 

Anglican Church Hall, 13 Powell Street, 

corner of Florence Street Tweed 

Heads. Al-Anon family groups for older 

members at the same time and place. 

1300 ALANON 1300 252 666 www.

al-anon.org.au.

ACA
Adult Children of Alcoholic Parents 

and/or dysfunctional families (ACA) 

help & recovery group meets in 

Lismore every Friday 10–11.30am, Red 

Dove Centre, 80 Keen Street. Byron 

meetings are on Tuesdays at 7pm 

via Zoom – meeting ID 554 974 582 

password byronbay.

Drug support groups
Call Alcoholics Anonymous 1800 423 

431 or 0401 945 671 – 30 meetings a 

week in the Shire – www.aa.org.au. 

Are you experiencing difficulties and 

challenges because of the alcohol or 

drug use of someone close to you? 

Learn coping skills and gain support 

from others. Narcotics Anonymous

is a fellowship of men and women 

for whom drugs had become a major 

problem. We are recovering addicts 

who meet regularly to help each 

other stay clean. For information and 

meetings call 1300 652 820 or text 

your postcode to 0488 811 247. www.

na.org.au. Are you concerned about 

somebody else’s drinking? Al-Anon 

Family Groups meetings held Fridays 

at 2pm by Zoom. 1300 252666 www.

al-anon.org.au. 

Regular As Clockwork
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Please note that, owing to space restrictions, not all entries may be

included each week. Email copy marked ‘Regular As Clockwork’

to editor@echo.net.au. 
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ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS 

Byron Bookkeeping
Are your books a mess? We can help

BAS - Payroll - Super - AR/AP ...
Xero / QB / MYOB - Setup & Training

Professional | Reliable | Local

0415 639 548
BOOKKEEPER Reg BAS provider, payroll, A/P, A/R. Xero & MYOB. Local, reliable. ........0410 206627

XERO SPECIALIST. Set up and training. Regular bookkeeping. ..........................Ursula 0433991404

ACUPUNCTURE 
ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis.............................................0490 022183

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

AU 37088 Lic 246545C

PLEASE CALL
6680 9394

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

www.artisanair.com.au

Mullumbimby 
Refrigeration & 
Airconditioning 
Services

– Sales – Installation – Repairs 
– All Commercial Refrigeration 
– Residential & Commercial

Airconditioning 
– Coolroom Design & Construction 
– Freezer Rooms

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby  
Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492 6684 2783

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 23 yrs exp. Lic. 178464C AU30147 ............................0422 291433

ARTISAN AIR Airconditioning and refrigeration. .............................................................. 66809394

ARCHITECTS
OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au.........................................0412 251392

AUTOMOTIVE

6684 5296

CASH PAID FOR
UNWANTED CARS

Free metal drop off
Locally owned 6684aally owownedd

$50–$1500

CAR BODY REMOVAL
ABSOLUTELY FREE

BODY REMOVAL
CASH ON THE SPOT GUARANTEE
$50 - $1000
WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES & VANS
PHONE 0466 113 333 24/7
EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au

BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION

666800 8862
FREEE MEASUREE QUOTEE 

     
    

  

CURTAINS 

SUNSCREENS 

AWNINGS  
ROLL BLINDS 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

LOCAL    

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

B L I N D S    S H U T T E R S    A W N I N G S    C U R T A I N S

BRICKLAYING

WALLFIX
REMEDIAL

• 20 years’ experience in lintel replacement
• Crack stitching installation • Repointing
• Retaining walls and all damaged brickwork
Call: 0403 141 760 • Email: wallfixremedial@gmail.com

www.wallfixremedial.com.au
Servicing the Northern Rivers

Lic no. 292267C Master Builder No. 3029326

BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors. Lic 291958C. Phone Mark ........................................0409 444268 

BUILDING TRADES
• DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable 

market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

Structural – Landscaping
Fencing – Composite Decking
Hardwood – Pine – Hardware

B&B Timbers
66867911

110 Teven Road, Ballina
New logo - Same quality & service

sales@bbtimbers.com.au            www.bbtimbers.com.au

BYRON’S BATHROOM 

RENOVATION SPECIALISTS

Call Michael 0413 252 115

byronbayrenovations.com.au
info@byronbayrenovations.com.au

BUILDER – JOHN MCGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C .......... 0415 793242

HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C...............................................0432 565060

FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C ......................... 66808162 

CARPENTER / JOINER 30 yrs experience. Prompt efficient service. Fully insured. Other licensed trades 

avail, incl plastering/painting. 24/7 Emergency 4WD vehicle call-out avail. Lic 43794C. 0423 500693

BUILDER Extensions, maintenance, new homes, insurance, landscaping Lic19953Q....... 0403 458177

ECHO SERVICE DIRECTORY 
RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE 
Deadline: For additions and changes is 12pm Friday
Line ads: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid

Display ads: $70 per week for colour display ad. 
Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid. 

Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high. 
New ads will be placed at end of section.

Contact:  6684 1777  or  adcopy@echo.net.au

www.echo.net.au/service-directory
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BUSH REGENERATION

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
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Byron Shire
Carpentry

Samuel Commerford
0405 479 528

LIC 266052C

•Renovations
•Decks and Pergolas
•Cheap Custom Cabinets

ALL CARPENTRY & BUILDING WORK Owner builder friendly. Lic 203206c........... 0424 158585

LOCAL CARPENTER small, medium or large jobs. Lic 207899c...............................Ph 0431 048856

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Reliable. 20 years exp. .............................0437 202050

CLEANING

Services List
(Low Pressure Softwashing)
Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings,
Solar panels, Retaining walls
Driveways, Paths, Pavers, 
Fences, Decks, Patios, 
Pool areas.

Locally owned and Operated
Residential and Commercial

No job too big or small
Obligation free quote

Fully insured

0426 119 550      info@nraquapressurecleaning.com.au      ABN: 47576013867

AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING

BETTY’S CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES.............................................. Text 0476 984649 

KOCO CLEANING SERVICE, Housekeeping....................................................................0466 991217

COMPUTER SERVICES

One-on-one, patient, experienced 

Phone or email: 0420 235 624 
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

ALSO TECH 
SUPPORT 

FOR APPLE 
PRODUCTS

FLASH COMPUTERS Mac & PC. Affordable & helpful. 77 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby..02 66844124

CONCRETING & PAVING

SALISBURY 
CONCRETING  

Li
c.
13
67

17
c

Over 30 yrs’ local experience.
All forms of concreting. 
Residential • Civil • Industrial 

DARYL 0418 234 302

 Small to medium jobs
 No obligation free quotes

 3m tipper truck
 1.7 tonne excavator

Lic 378040C0429 888 683

CONCRETING

SHAKA CONCRETING Licensed and insured Lic 391742C. .............................................0402 728207

DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY DECK RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

easily sand over nail/screw heads!

BYRON & BEYOND PATIOS Builder of patios roofs, opening roofs, carports & decks ...02 66802393

DESIGN & DRAFTING

DAVID ROBINSON DESIGN DRAFTING All Council & construction requirements ......0419 880048

MARK OAKLEY DESIGN & DRAFTING www.modesign.au...........................................0422 666464

MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com ......................................0402 613638

DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

East Coast Asphalt
ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT 

& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859
SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF 

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

TINY EARTHWOR
Philip Toovey 

0409 799 909
various implements available for limited access projects

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS
• DRAINAGE DESIGN • DRIVEWAYS • PADS • WATERWAYS

• ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344 939      www.360earth.com.au

NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr. 0402 716857

ELECTRICIANS

0439 624 945  AH 02 6680 4173
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

ALL JOBS: SMALL 
OR LARGE

Lic: 154293c

LEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIANLEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIAN
DOMESTIC •• COMMERCIAL •• INDUSTRIAL

SERVICING: •• Tweed •• Byron •• Lismore •• Kyogle

•• Mains installs / alterations •• Switchboard upgrades

•• Meter queries •• Tree maintenance near services

Matthew Rutland  matt.positivelectrical@gmail.com

0439 733 703
NSW Lic# 312117  ASP Lic# 5547 AUTHORISATION# 503808

JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data, TV, TV Antennas. Lic 133082C ....0432 289705

BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small...0422 136408

VALLEY WAY ELECTRICAL, 15 yrs exp. Domestic, commercial, new builds. Lic 253977c 0475 910622

JIM LABELLE ELECTRICAL O.Shores, Mullum, Byron, Bruns. Lic 176417C.......................0415 126028

FENCING

BYRON & BEYOND FENCING. Any fence, any time, prompt quotes ..... 0439 162 069 or 66802393

EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. ..................................................0432 107262

FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable.......0416 424256

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING

THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

0430 297 101
livingearthgardens.com.au

Est. 2010

All aspects gardening & mowing
Enhancive garden makeovers

RESIDENTIAL GARDEN SERVICE
Regular Garden Tidying, Hedging, Pruning, Lawns & Edges,

Plant Care, Landscape Design Professional

Call David for a quote 0413 45 95 45  |  Established 23 years

Our Services
 Acreage mowing
 Property maintenance
 Fencing
 Re-guttering and downpipes
 Metal roof replacement
 Roof leak detection and repairs

Kirk Andris
0411 113 205
kirk@mullum.services

Servicing the Mullumbimby & Byron Bay Area

MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter................0423 756394

GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured .66841778 or 0405 922839

A-Z gardening & maintenance, lawns, acreage, hedges, gutters, rubbish removal, tip runs 0405 625697

LEAF IT TO US Tree care specialists & acreage mowing..................................................0402 487213

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m3 trailer..............................................................0408 210772

Garden & Property Maintenance continued on next page
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GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE (continued)

RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging.........0424 805660

GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael .........................0497 842442

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, Rural & residential, earthworks, lawn & pool care, tip runs.0449 220357

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Rural & residential, earthworks, lawn & pooi care, tip runs 0449 220357

SAMURAI BRUSHCUTTING Heavy duty brushcutting and chainsaw work...................0402 733620

GW MOWING Ride-on mowing, acreage and large lawns. ......................... Ph George 0408 244820

GRASSY KNOLLS ACREAGE MOWING Ring Noel on.....................................................0414 062990

BLADE RUNNER ACREAGE MOWING Local, reliable ....................................................0428 856687 

MOWING ACREAGE LAWNS Local team, free quotes, all your lawn care needs............0411 032902

BRUSH–CUTTING Whipersnip, clearing saw, light chain saw..... ..........................Rob 0455 587425

GAS FITTERS, SUPPLIERS & SERVICING

Free Delivery
No Rental
Reliable

www.brunswickvalleygas.com  •  0408 760 609

Locally Owned
No Rental Fees

Servicing your area
Free Call: 1300  727 013

Email: swapabottle@bigpond.com
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GUTTERING

Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.
www.spotlessgutters.com.au

0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 94 239 089 086

 Gutter guard
 Gutter cleaning
 Locally owned
 Fully insured
 Free quotes

HANDYPERSONS

HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, welding ......................................... 66884324 or 0476 600956

AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne...............................0423 218417

ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN. Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark ........0402 281638

A HANDY GUY Small jobs & renos. All trades. Bruns, OS, SGB & Mullum.......................0411 858201

PFM HANDYWORKS Repairs, pressure cleaning, maintenance. .....................Call Aari 0484 729139

HOME MAINTENANCE Carpentry, painting, repairs, gardens, jet washing. Insured .....0434 705506

HANDYMAN / carpenter: renov, decks, fencing, landscaping etc 20yrs exp. $60ph..... 0433 547162

HANDYMAN 40 years exp in building game. Tiling, renos, project management.. Paul 0422 017072

HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling. ....... Michael 0421 896796

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Reliable. 20 years exp................................0437 202050

HEALTH

ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne ........................................... 66857366

MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations.............. 66843002

AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen – Om Healing..............................0422 387370

MULLUM KINESIOLOGY: Elizabeth. Available weekends and Mondays .......................0478 959007

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE Relax, Revive, Restore... ..............................................Mark 0448 441194

OJAYOGA.COM.AU Classes, workshops, 1:1’s for mental health. ..................................0417 937373 

HIRE
MULLUM HIRE Marquees & all event equipment. Tools & machinery. Pool supplies & service 66843003

LANDSCAPING 

Text or Ph: 0448 401 638

LANDSCAPING & EARTHWORKS

goldleaflandscaping

20 years local experience       

8

KSKSKSK

   

www.goldleaflandscaping.com.au4 ton Kobelco 10 ton Kobelco

LALA

Swim Ponds, Landscaping,
Water Features, Earth Moving

0448 401 638

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic 277154C ..............................................0423 700853

LOCKSMITH
Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair .......0412 764148

MICROCEMENTING

MICROCEMENT
SURFACES
Bathrooms, Benchtops,
Splashbacks, Floors and Walls,
Swimming pools.

   Daniele: 0451969427
moderncraftsman.com.au | microcement@moderncraftsman.com.au

PAINTING
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Professional Painter/Decorator
•30+ Years Experience •Interior & Exterior 

•Reasonable Prices

0451 298 363        splosh painting/decorating  

KNIGHTSBRIDGE
PAINTING & DECORATING     INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Li
c.

 2
13

03
4C

• Refurbishment

• New Builds

• Clean & Reliable

• Free Quotes

• Fully Licenced

• Fully Insured

LLOYD 
SHERLOCK
0411 784 926

COUNTRY BAY PAINTERS 35 years local pro. Quality work, free quotes. ........ Insured. 0478 671292

PEST CONTROL

Book our Termite Inspection & Pest Control package this winter and 
receive 10% off. Protect your home and save money with this limited-

time offer! Contact us today to schedule your appointment.

Phone 02 6685 4490 • Email: service@sanctuarypest.com.au

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL................................................................................ 66842018 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Tree Faerie Fotos
Professional • Commercial • Personal

www.treefaeriefotos.com • 0417 427 518

30+ years experience in commercial 
photography and photojournalism

PHYSIOTHERAPY
OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics, 

shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman ..................................................... 66803499

EWINGSDALE PHYSIO Matrix Therapy, all ages, massage. Renata ...............................0437 647137

PICTURE FRAMING
MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in Ocean Shores ..................................0403 734791

PLASTERING
PLASTERER, TRADE QUALIFIED repairs, renovations, cornices, quality assured. Kurt 0431 015414

CAPE BYRON PLASTERING. Gyprock/Venetian. 27 yrs exp, free quotes, lic + insured.0402 538155

RENDERING / SOLID PLASTERING 25 years experience. Free quotes. ........... Ph John 0406 673176 

PLUMBERS

NEED A PLUMBER?NEED A PLUMBER?
DRAINER? GASFITTER?DRAINER? GASFITTER?

CALL ChayCALL Chay 0429 805 0810429 805 081
20+ YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE20+ YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE

License No. 207479C

Taking on work NOW!
0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com

Ben The Plumber
    Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores,

  Brunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds
30 years’ experience  Lic: 321191C

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t and 3m tipper truck

 Blocked drain specialist

12 month guarantee 
on most jobs

Fully insured

Drain clearing, inspections and repairs.
Reliable family owned and operated 

local business with 30 years plumbing 
experience and the latest technology. 

Phone James  0429 888 683 Lic 378040C

Pro Plumbing ServiceScotty’s
Reliable and experienced

Working in Byron Shire for over 20 years
Phone Scotty anytime 0419 443 196

scottypro27@gmail.com  –  NSW Licence Number L13549

pppp d
tile and metal

BILL CONNORS All plumbing/draining. Lic #1051 .................................. 66801403 or 0414 801403

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C ....0419 019035

REMOVALISTS

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO
From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth

Just give us a ring
• Freight services to Brisbane weekly

• Carriers of fine art • Furniture removal
• E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646
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• Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne • Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne 
• North Qld • Country • Interstate • North Qld • Country • Interstate • • LOCALLOCAL

02 6684 2198  queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au

BENNY CAN MOVE IT! .................................................................................................0402 199999

ANDY’S MOVE & MORE Artworks, pianos, small moves, tip runs................................0429 149533

RYAN’S MINI MOVES ...................................................................................................0406 657 755

ROOFING

MONTYS METAL
ROOFING

Licence NSW: 30715C
Licence QLD: 1227049 

DOMESTIC • INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL

Metal Roofing Installations
Guttering  •  Downpipes  •  Fascia

Skylights  •  Whirlybird Patios
Repairs  •  Leaf Guard

Craig Montgomery – 0418 870 362
Email: montysmetalroofing@gmail.com

www.montysmetalroofing.com.au

Metal Roofing & Guttering Experts
Serving from Ballina to Gold Coast.

- A Lifetime Warranty on Workmanship
- Double Satisfaction Checks
- Spotless Work Sites, Every Time

admin@oceanbluepr.com.au
0429 909 433
www.oceanbluepr.com.au

ering Experts
ast.

ship

License # QBCC: 15327621  NSW: 381929C

FRC ROOF PAINTING – Local, 10 years in biz, 150 x 5-star reviews. Free quotes ..........0419 789600

RUBBISH REMOVAL
OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip specialists ......................................... 0412 161564 or 66841232

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m3 trailer................................................................0408 210772

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 7m3 trailer. Prompt, reliable service........................0413 289443

SELF STORAGE
BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE............................................................................................... 66858349 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C. 0407 439805

APPROVED COMPOST TOILETS, council reports, septics etc. www.poohsolutions.com..........0427 897496

SOLAR INSTALLATION

Your local, qualified team. 
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs. 

Your local, qualified team. 
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs...... 

m 0428 320 262

e sunbeamsolar@bigpond.com

w sunbeamsolar.com.au

Call us on
6679 7228

Pioneers of the solar industry Serving Northern
NSW since 1998

Electric Lic 124600c

SWIMMING POOLS
BYRON BAY POOLS Get swimming this summer. ....................................................Ph 0415 257476

TELEVISION SERVICES
DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas .......... 66843575 or 0414 922786

TILING
WALL & FLOOR TILER/WATERPROOFER/STONEMASON Lic 24418C. ...........Ph Karl 0439 232434

TRANSPORT

Airpor t Transfers |  Tours |  Nights Out |  Coastal Walks
Events |  Par t ies |  Weddings |  Corporate |  Fest ivals

Call 0490 183 424

BYRON
BUS Co

arrive@byronbuscompany.com.au

Get a Quick Quote Now

Door to Door Charter Services
-

TREE SERVICES

CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES
The Fully Insured Professionals

Mark Linder Qualified Arborist
0408 202 184  

choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

•  Stump Grinding  •  Bobcat  •  Cherrypicker  
• Crane Truck  •  18" Chipper

• 20 years local knowledge and experience • Fully insured / free quotes 
• 19 inch chipper • Bobcat • Cherry picker • Crane truck

www.harttreeservices.com.au

0427 347 380

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING
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0435 019 524

Martino
TREE SERVICES
Byron Bay & Beyond

TREE CARE SPECIALISTSTREE C

leafittous.com.au

kascha@leafittous.com.au

Local . Reliable . Insured 

0402 487 213

040 0   3 37   75 8

Trees & Palms

Repor ts + Consultation

Habitat Hollows

www.trunkmonkarborist.com For the love of trees

17 Years Experience as an Arborist
Experienced crew ready to go.

Free Quotes | Insured | Amenity Tree Pruning
Removals | Chipping | Block Clearing

Council DA Assistance if required

Call Sam 0456 044602

BYRON TREE SERVICES AQF Level 5 consulting arborist, insured...................... Call Alex 0402 364852

LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes .......0402 487213

OUT ON A LIMB TREE SERVICES Lucas Holland Qualified arborist. ............................Luc 0402 191316

LOCAL TREE GUYS 15m crane truck. 18 inch chipper. Bobcat. ............................ Jason 0488 489159

TRUCK HIRE & HAULAGE

UPHOLSTERY

BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists............................. 66805255

VALUERS

BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers ............ 0431 245460 or 66857010

VETERINARY SURGEONS

MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Wills, Heidi Jenal. After hours avail.............. 66843818

NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer................................................. 66840735

WATER FILTERS

for home, commercial 
and rural properties

6680 8200 or 
0418 108 181

The Water Filter Experts

WELDING

WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless ..0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS

CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David.............................................0421 906460

WINDOW TINTING

SUNRISE W. T. 3/19-21 Centennial Cct, Byron. Cars, homes, offices, etc. High quality ..0412 158478

SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price.........................0434 875009
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Largest Vacant Block in EPIQ Estate,  
Lennox Head: $1.15m

Fully Approved Subdivision into 2 Torrens Lots and 4 House Build

• 
again.  

• 

• 
considered.

Deal Direct with Owner. Contact: 0491 266 720

www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   02 6685 8466

23 NEW CITY ROAD, MULLUMBIMBY

Two Titles, Corner Block with Income Potential

PRICE  |  $900,000 - $990,000

OPEN  |  Sat 1st March - 10 - 10:30am

•

• Quiet location yet within walking distance to town and local schools

•

• Exciting opportunity for investment or development

711M23 22 2
Tara Torkkola 
0423 519 698

Sally Green 
0488 030 116

NEW PRICE

www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

35 AVOCADO CRESCENT, EWINGSDALE

PRICE  |  Contact Agent

OPEN   |  By Appointment

A Beautiful, Spacious and Private 
Sanctuary - Moments from Byron

• Resort style living with stunning established
landscaping creating total privacy

•
entertaining area overlooking magnesium pool

•

• Located at the end of a peaceful cul-de-sac,
minutes to the centre of Byron

4013M2

5 31 2

325 RIVERBANK ROAD, PIMLICO 

PRICE  |  $1.39M - $1.529M

OPEN  |  Sat 1st March, 11.30am - 12pm

Exceptional Riverfront Living: Space, 
Privacy & Endless Potential

• Open plan living, dining, and kitchen area

• Large windows frame the stunning water views

• Curved ceilings and circular feature window that
draws in natural light

• Inground pool and covered entertaining area

• shed, and vegetable gardens, offering endless
possibilities

Sharon McInnes 
0408 659 649

5 ACRES

4 22 6

Su Reynolds  
0428 888 660

Maggie Kelly 
0416 013 788
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www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

Spacious, Well-Maintained Home 
with Self-Contained Studio

PRICE  |  Contact Agent

OPEN  |  Sat 1st March, 10 - 10:30am

• Coveted North - East aspect

•

•

•
and beaches

21 EXCELSIOR CIRCUIT, BRUNSWICK HEADS

Sharon McInnes 
0408 659 649

5 33 2

772M2

446 BINNA BURRA ROAD, FEDERAL One-of-a-Kind, Award-Winning 
Pavilion Style Estate

EOI  |  G
OPEN  |  

•

•

•

•

Oliver Aldridge 
0421 171 499

95 ACRES

5 43 6

Stunning 5-Acre Parcel of Land 
with DA Approval for New Home!

PRICE  |  $995,000 - $1,090,000

OPEN  |  

•

•
connect

•

•

LOT 3, 12 DAVIDSON PLACE, MULLUMBIMBY

Jasmin McClymont 
0434 029 668

Tara Torkkola 
0423 519 698

166 MYOCUM ROAD, EWINGSDALE 30 Acres - Minutes from Byron Bay 
- Spacious 4 Bedroom Home

PRICE  |  
OPEN  |  

•
and beaches

•

•

•

•

30 ACRES

4 22 2

 
0400 028 594

Su Reynolds 
0428 888 660

5 ACRES

5 3 2
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146 Lighthouse Road, Byron Bay

Classic Byron Bay beach 

house with panoramic 

ocean and hinterland views. 

Walk to town.

5 Beds • 5 Baths • 4 Cars • 784m2

Contact Ed

0418 660 063  

ed@edsilkbyronbay.com.au

www.edsilkbyronbay.com.au

For Sale

EDS039 3 120225
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FOR SALE
$5,900,000

1 1 1  C O O R A B E L L  R O A D  F E D E R A L

111 Coorabell Road is perfectly positioned on the boundary of Coorabell and Federal,
offering a breathtaking and diverse setting. You can fully immerse yourself in the
expansive surroundings and enjoy everything this stunning location has to offer. Just
1.1km from the charming town of Federal, you’ll have easy access to essential
amenities, including a general store, post office, bottle shop, Moonshine Coffee, and
the renowned Doma Café—an incredible convenience in a truly rural setting. The
spacious, purpose-built Queenslander exudes comfort and openness, making it an
ideal retreat, whether as a family home or a haven for a couple primarily living on the
top floor. Disclaimer *= approx.

7 4 6 50 acres*

CONTACT AGENT

OLIVER HALLOCK 0401 470 499
oliver@amirprestige.com.au
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Amanda Hasson 
0406 776 483

Rez Tal 
0405 350 682

byronproperty.com.au
info@byronproperty.com.au

Sales & Property Management
Contact the team today on 0412 057 672

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au

millerrealestate.com.au
@timmiller_realestate

AGENTS

Professional and results driven with 
extensive knowledge. Servicing the 
Byron Shire and beyond.

Call Paul for an appointment today.

PAUL PRIOR
SALES

0418 324 297
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

SHARON McINNES
SALES

0408 659 649
sharon@byronbayfn.com

TARA TORKKOLA
SALES

0423 519 698
tara@byronbayfn.com

@taratorkkolafirstnational

@taratorkkola_realestate

www.byronbayfn.com.au

Open for Inspection

View over 50 homes at www.mrpropertyservices.com.au
Email: enquiries@mrpropertyservices.com.au
Phone: 07 5523 3431   Mobile: 0403 713 658

Mr Property Services

Tweed Broadwater - Tweed Heads 

Call us on 0403 713 658  $580,000

Palms Village - Tweed Heads South

Call us on 0403 713 658  $389,000

2 1 2

Call us on 0403 713 658  $420,000

12 1

North Star - Hastings Point

Call us on 0403 713 658  $599,000

2 1 2

Banksia Waters - Tweed Heads West

2 1 2

Dodds Real Estate 

• 11 Campbell Street, Bangalow. Sat 11–11.30am

• 4 Wattle Place, Bangalow. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 2/11 Constellation Close, Byron Bay. Sat 1.30–2pm

First National Byron Bay

• 49 Carlyle Lane, Byron Bay. Wed 12–12.30pm

• 5/43 Belongil Crescent, Byron Bay. Thurs 4.30–5pm

• 16 Pine Avenue, Mullumbimby. Fri 10–10.30am

• 73 New City Road, Mullumbimby. Fri 10.45–11.15am

• 23 Prince Street, Mullumbimby. Fri 11.30–12.00pm

• 1 Driftwood Avenue, Byron Bay. Fri 1–1.30pm

• 480 Left Bank Road, Mullumbimby Creek. Fri 

2–2.30pm

• 5 Barby Crescent, Bangalow. Sat 9–9.30am

• 16 Pine Avenue, Mullumbimby. Sat 9–9.30am

• 4/6 Keats Street, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am

• 7 Glendale Crescent, Ocean Shores. Sat 9–9.30am

• 24 Swell Avenue, Skennars Head. Sat 9–9.30am

• 58 Main Arm Road, Mullumbimby. Sat 9.45–10.15am

• 5/43 Belongil Crescent, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 21 Excelsior Circuit, Brunswick Heads. Sat 

10–10.30am

• 23 New City Road, Mullumbimby. Sat 10–10.30am

• 11/31 Hayters Drive, Suffolk Park. Sat 10–10.30am

• 132 Lockton Road, Bexhill. Sat 10.30–11am

• 23 Prince Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 10.30–11am

• Lot 1, Wilsons Creek Road, Wilsons Creek. Sat 

11–11.30am

• 14A Beachside Drive, Suffolk Park. Sat 11–11.30am

• 325 Riverbank Road, Pimlico. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 49 Carlyle Lane, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 35 Avocado Crescent, Ewingsdale. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 231 Sneaths Road, Wollongbar. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 73 New City Road, Mullumbimby. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 23A Gordon Street, Byron Bay. Sat 1–1.30pm

Ray White Byron Bay

• 5/112 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay. Wed 11–11.30am

• 7/68–70 Lawson Street, Byron Bay. Thurs 1–1.30pm

• 7A Little Burns Street, Byron Bay. Thurs 2–2.30pm

• 43 Childe Street, Byron Bay. Thurs 3–3.30pm

• 5/112 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am

• 1/134 Alcorn Street, Suffolk Park. Sat 9–9.30am

• 7A Little Burns Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 43 Childe Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 17 Beachside Drive, Suffolk Park. Sat 10–10.30am

• 11 Browning Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am

• 9 Bunjil Place, Byron Bay. 11–11.30am

• 7/68–70 Lawson Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am

• 161 Tandys Lane, Brunswick Heads. Sat 11–11.30am

• 13/41–43 Shirley Street, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 15 Little Burns Street, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 9 George Street, Bangalow. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 5/10 Sunrise Boulevard, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 70 Foxs Lane, Tyagarah. Sat 12–12.30pm 

• 355 Coopers Shoot Road, Coopers Shoot. Sat 

1–1.30pm

• 70 Charltons Road, Federal. Sat 1.30–2pm

Sotheby’s International Realty

• 6 Greenview Place, Skennars Head. Sat 9–9.30am

• 84 Hinterland Way, Tintenbar. Sat 10–10.30am

• 5 Koala Close, Ewingsdale. Sat 11–11.30am

• 41 Hyrama Crescent, Brunswick Heads. Sat 

12–12.30pm

• 15 Muli Muli Avenue, Ocean Shores. Sat 1–1.30pm

Tim Miller Real Estate

• 5 Walker Street, Clunes. Sat 9–9.30am

• 480 Booyong Road, Nashua. Sat 10–10.30am

• 1 Parrot Tree Place, Bangalow. Sat 11–11.30am

• 159 Tintenbar Road, Tintenbar. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 598 Eltham Road, Eltham. Sat 1–1.30pm
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Katrina Ulyatt
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Whether you’re buying or selling, 
I’m here to help you through 

every step of the process.

0466 717 517

Property Business Directory

NP CONVEYANCING
PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE

NPC

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE?
We are here to help

PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS 
IN BYRON BAY NOW

NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE 
IN POTTSVILLE                  Lic No 06000098

P: 02 6687 0548  |  hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au 

NSW & QLD Conveyancing, Leases, 
Business Sale & Purchase

CONVEYANCING

FINANCE

We project manage building, 

| Project Manager
0411 575 991

craig@cacm.net.au

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

PROPERTY STYLING

cactushillproject.com.au 
home@cactushillproject.com.au

PROPERTY STAGING
styling for sale

call us for a free quote on 
0432 574 321

12 years local Real Estate experience

Highly competitive fees & introductory offers

Friendly & Approachable agents you can trust

Premium results & peace of mind

Effective, modern technology  

Alyce Field & Kasey Williams
Ph: 04

E: admin@byronpropertyhub.com.au
Property Management & Sales

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

0412 833 280

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

Finance Broker

Home Loans
Investment Loans
First Home Buyers
Car Loans

Debt Consolidation
SMSF Lending
Commercial Loans
Development Funding
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PROPERTY VALUATION

STEVE TANCRED
Property Valuer 
and Consultant
Prompt advice directly 
from valuer principal

FROGLEY TANCRED AND ASSOCIATES PTY LTD
Lennox Head, NSW • 0428 875 396  •  steve@frogleyvaluers.com.au
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AGENTS
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A warning for teens hanging 

out at the derelict Mul-

lumbimby Railway Station 

– breathing in asbestos is a 

killer, no matter your age. It’s 

a slow and horrible death. 

Don’t hang out there. What’s 

the NSW government doing 

about it? See page 4.

Remember: A million 

seconds is around 11 days, a 

billion seconds is around 31.5 

years and Trump’s second 

term is an eternity.

Shameless plug: Stone & 

Wood’s inaugural Interna-

tional Women’s Day event, 

Shift The Frame, is on March 6 

from 5pm at their Byron brew-

ery. Organisers say it will be a 

free celebration of the many 

talented women in the Byron 

community, with live music, 

visual arts, and short films. 

A free neurodivergence and 

autism workshop will be held 

at the Byron Youth Activities 

Centre (YAC) on March 17 from 

1 to 4pm. Bookings essential 

– visit www.bys.org.au. See 

page 25.

Did you know that NSW is 

the poker machine capital of 

the entire planet, with 87,454 

machines across the state, 

inflicting a record $8.64 

billion in gambling losses 

in 2024? Just this weekend, 

NSW pokies players will 

throw $47m down the drain 

according to new data from 

Liquor and Gaming NSW.

Last Tuesday morning, a 

motorist showed The Echo
video footage of a man being 

tasered by police on Lavertys 

Gap, Wilsons Creek, beside the 

road. The resident says around 

eight to 12 officers were on 

hand, and social media posts 

claimed up to 12 police cars 

sped through Myocum to 

attend the incident. 

Psst: The St Helena Tunnel 

on the Pacific Motorway is 

getting maintenance work 

done, and will be closed  

from 7pm to 5am this week 

and reopen February 27 at 

5am. Traffic diversions will 

be in place.

With Clean Up Australia Day 

on Sunday March 2, Byron 

Yoga Studio are again organis-

ing a Byron Main Beach clean 

up. To get involved, meet at 

the studio, 6 Byron Street, 

from 9am. It runs until 11am.

What cost-of-living crisis? 

Chemist Warehouse’s Damien 

Gance has bought a $33.5 

million Byron Bay property, 

according to Domain. 

Billionaire bozo, Clive Palmer, 

has launched his Trump-

inspired party, Trumpet of 

Patriots. Expect a big cam-

paign spend with the empty 

promise that dismantling our 

institutions will help the poor.

Fire ants and cattle ticks will 

be top of the agenda for the 

NSW Farmers Biosecurity 

Forum to be hosted in Mur-

willumbah on March 4 this 

year. Farmers can register for 

an event by visiting: https://

form.jotform.com/holleyt/

biosecurity-forum-rsvp-form.

Ten years ago, The Echo
reported meth was a local 

problem, and that ‘If elected, 

NSW Labor will take plans 

for West Byron develop-

ment back to the drawing 

board’. The following week 

we reported that Parkway 

Drive’s Winston McCall led an 

all-ages community rally to 

Protect Byron.

Remember: The fact no-one 

understands you doesn’t 

mean you’re an artist.

A record number of road and 

drainage upgrades are under-

way for 2025-26, say Council. 

To see if your road is getting 

an upgrade, visit www.

byron.nsw.gov.au/Council/

Projects/Current-works-

and-projects/Road-network-

grading-and-resealing.

Psst There’s a Council meet-

ing this Thursday – starting 

at 3pm. On the agenda is the 

future of Mullum’s Lot 22. 

How do I stay 
safe online?

Can I get help to 
learn more about 

technology?

ONE-ON-ONE LESSONS FOR SENIORS
How to use all phones, tablets, 

laptops and computers.
Tech help available for Apple devices

How do you 
send a photo?

Qualified, patient and 
experienced teacher
Phone or email: 0420 235 624 
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

can i get help to 
learn more about 
using my phone?

Get in touch now to be a part of the 
Eat Drink Easter magazine.

Northern Rivers’ 

FREE  FREE  

EASTER 

EDITION 

BOOK 
NOW!

Door to Door Charter Bus Services
Airport Transfers | Tours | Nights Out | Coastal Walks

Events | Parties | Weddings | Corporate | Festivals

Book your Bluesfest transfers
byronbuscompany.com.au
0490 183 424

Now taking bookings for
Byron Bluesfest transfers

BLUES FESTIVAL BYRON
BUS Co-

Byron homeless hub, the Fletcher Street Cottage, is 

launching its Women’s Emergency Relief Program on 

International Women’s Day, March 8. For more see page 7. 

Pictured from left to right: Amanda Peters (Cottage Keeper), 

Mary, Stacy and Hetti (breakfast volunteers) Photo supplied

NO NEED TO VENTURE TO THE ENDS OF 
THE EARTH! JUST SAIL ON OVER TO THE 
EMPIRE FOR MULLUM’S TASTIEST TREATS.

IN AN EPIC BATTLE 
WITH YOUR HUNGER...

AFTER A KRAKEN-
GOOD BURGER?!

SKREEEEEee
e!

‘ave at you, 
ya Beastie!

20 BURRINGBAR ST
MULLUMBIMBY 

OPEN MON–FRI 8AM–3.30PM
SAT & SUN 8AM–2PM
empiremullum.com.au  

  EmpireMullum  

OCEAN SHORES COMMUNITY CENTRE
SINGINGSINGING

FOR KIDSFOR KIDS

RECOMMENDED FOR RECOMMENDED FOR 
7 TO 12 YEAR OLDS7 TO 12 YEAR OLDS

WEDNESDAYS 4:15pm–4:45pmWEDNESDAYS 4:15pm–4:45pm

$80 for ten week term$80 for ten week term

ByronBaySinging@gmail.com

sstarts Februuary 5

Over 30 Presenters | Workshops | Music | Tribal Village
Healing Temple | Sweat Lodge | Market Place and so much more

A three-day gathering dedicated to awakening psychedelic wisdom without the
use of plant medicines. Build your Mycelium connections.

Australia’s network gathering on psychedelic embodiment

E M B O D Y I N G  P S Y C H E D E L I A
WORLD DOCTOR PRESENTS

Exploring the Gamma State:
Psychedelics as a gateway to consciousness

21, 22 & 23 March, 2025

www.worlddoctor.com

OR PRESENTS
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