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A tasty scoop 
of local biz 

▶ p17

Waiting for the 
great leap forward 

▶ p16

A short history of successive 
lacklustre attempts at 
coastal protection ▶ p6

Can Bruns hold the 
weight of new gym’s 

expansion? ▶ p4

South Wall at Bruns was heaving with the swell and plenty of onlookers as Tropical Cyclone Alfred approached. Photo Ziggi Browning

▶ See more photos of the local Tropical Cyclone Alfred experience in The Echo online: www.echo.net.au/tropical-cyclone-alfred-in-pictures

W ith the threat of further 

flooding now dissipated, 

an enormous cleanup 

job lies ahead in the aftermath of 

Topical Cyclone Alfred (TCA). 

Beaches in Northern NSW and 

South East Qld have been severely 

eroded, and the extensive damage 

to roads and other infrastructure 

will again test local government 

finances. 

Power outages affected more 

than 300,000 homes and businesses 

across both states. Essential Energy 

said on Tuesday morning that there 

were ‘just over 7,600 homes and 

businesses without power, mainly 

in the Northern Rivers region’.

Houses and cars have also been 

damaged, primarily by falling trees 

and floodwaters. 

Byron’s 120km/h gust
Byron Bay recorded the highest 

wind gust at 120km/h. 

On Wednesday last week, the 

warning of a category 2 cyclone 

hitting the region was made well 

in advance, including fears that it 

would coincide with abnormally 

high tides on Friday. 

Three evacuation centres 

were established in the Byron 

Shire by the NSW Department of 

Communities and Justice (DCJ): 

Mullumbimby Ex-Services Club; 

Ocean Shores Country Club and 

the Cavanbah Centre (Ewingsdale 

Road, Byron Bay). 

On Wednesday, SES advised 

Belongil residents to prepare for 

evacuation. On Thursday, Billinudgel 

and The Pocket residents were 

advised to evacuate before 9pm. 

On Friday, as the storm’s impact 

grew close, power lines went down, 

impacting 43,000 north coast homes 

and businesses. SES directed Mul-

lumbimby, South Golden Beach 

and Ocean Shores residents to 

evacuate before 8am Saturday. The 

M1 was closed from Ewingsdale to 

Chinderah, and schools also closed.

Council staff said power outages 

affected the majority of their sewer 

pump stations and some sewage 

treatment plants were running 

on generators. Mullumbimby 

residents were asked to be mindful 

of their water use, as the town’s 

water treatment plant was unable 

to process water ‘because of high 

turbidity in the water in Lavertys 

Gap weir’. 

On Saturday, three Norfolk pines 

in Byron Bay were removed under 

Council staff instruction, owing to 

▶ Continued on page 3

DV charges against 
Cr Lyon withdrawn
Photo & story David Lowe

Criminal charges against former 

Byron Shire mayor and current 

councillor, Michael Lyon, were 

withdrawn in Tweed Heads Court 

House on Tuesday.

Appearing via video link before 

Magistrate Lisa Stapleton, Shaun 

Croner of the DPP said that the 

charges of contravention of an 

Apprehended Violence Order (AVO), 

and stalk/intimidation (both dating 

from October 21, 2024) were being 

withdrawn.

Police prosecutors in court 

appeared unprepared for this 

decision.

‘It was on the order of Magistrate 

Stapleton that all four charges were 

dismissed,’ Mr Lyon’s lawyer John 

Weller told The Echo.

‘An Interim AVO is still in place 

with condition 1 only.’

As for the AVO matter itself, 

Magistrate Stapleton deferred that 

matter until March 17. She noted 

that the AVO remains in legal effect 

at this stage.

Michael Lyon chose to say noth-

ing to the media.

The Echo has sought comment 

from the DPP about why all charges 

were dropped.

Could have been 
much worse?

Cr Michael Lyon, pictured right, 

outside Tweed Heads Court House 

with his lawyer, John Weller.

The public good 
in times of private 

bad ▶ p10
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Chinese visitors, Zhixidia 

and Chaoping Li, arrived into 

Sydney on March 4 to pick up 

their camper van, and were 

on their way to Cairns when 

Cyclone Alfred hit. 

While they have limited 

English, they had GPS 

navigation. 

When they were diverted 

from the M1 at Ewingsdale 

on Friday, the GPS took them 

through Mullumbimby, and 

told them the nearest fuel 

was at Crabbes Creek. 

Their story was translated 

by Ocean Shores resident, 

Crystal Croft, who was a 

Chinese speaker sheltering 

at the Ocean Shores Country 

Club evacuation centre.

A woman at the Crabbes 

Creek Store guided them to 

the Yelgun rest area. 

Chaoping Li, a retired geog-

raphy teacher said, ‘Another 

woman, who had lived in 

Shanghai, asked us how we 

were. We told them we were 

okay, but had no water’. 

‘She took us to the 

Ocean Shores Country Club 

evacuation centre, where we 

were offered hot showers 

and breakfast. We are so 

humbled by the generosity 

and friendliness of everyone 

we have met here. 

‘We have heard a lot 

about Byron Bay, and are 

keen to go and see what it’s 

all about.’  

Life Changing
Financial Advice
Alana Pincombe
Senior Financial Planner

Representative of Viridian Advisory Pty Ltd
ABN 34 605 438 AFSL 476223

Alana Pincombe

0491 204 142
Senior Financial Planner

Representative of Viridian Advisory Pty Ltd
ABN 34 605 438 AFSL 476223

Say Goodbye to Septic Woes

Born & Bred Locals | Qualified Plumbers | Fully Insured
FREE septic evaluation with EVERY pump-out

Contact Daniel and the Team 24/7 for ALL your Septic 
System needs 02 6672 1644 or 0418 751 765

Chinese visitors, Zhixidia and Chaoping Li.

Paul Bibby

Byron Council’s attempt 

to protect the character of 

Federal Village by introduc-

ing formally zoned heritage 

protections have received 

a negative response from 

landowners in the town and 

may now be abandoned.

In June last year council-

lors voted to begin the 

process of creating a Heritage 

Conservation Area in Federal, 

as a way of ensuring that 

buildings of particular signifi-

cance did not lose their char-

acter through renovations, 

additions or other changes 

that break from tradition.

The 22 sites in the 

conservation area, along 

with an additional 24 sites 

sprinkled around the town, 

would have been subject to 

a particular heritage zoning 

that would have made such 

works unlawful.

However, when Council 

released its draft plans to the 

community for feedback, the 

response from Federal resi-

dents was a resounding ‘no’.

Forty-five public submis-

sions were received during 

the 28-day exhibition period 

and the vast majority did not 

support the proposed herit-

age conservation area, nor 

the additional listings.

The draft plan will come 

back before Council this 

week, with staff recommend-

ing that it be abandoned.

‘The main reasons for 

objection included, but are 

not limited to; concern the 

property was not worthy 

of heritage listing; cost of 

maintenance; complexity 

of seeking approval for 

minor work such as paint-

ing; concern about impact 

on property values; and 

concerns regarding the com-

munity consultation process,’ 

Council’s land use planner, 

Cameron Theissen, said in 

his report on the issue.

‘Thirteen landowners 

specifically objected to the 

establishment of a Heritage 

Conservation Area, and three 

were in support.’

Council has a policy of 

not including properties in 

heritage conservation areas 

if the owner is not in favour 

of the move.

This is done to, in the 

words of staff, ‘remove any 

perception that Council is 

imposing a heritage listing on 

a property without the sup-

port of affected landowners.’

Not only are most of the 

private landowners not in 

favour of having their proper-

ties heritage listed, but those 

responsible for the public 

sites included in the proposal 

have objected as well.

‘It is recommended that 

the listing of the proposed 

Crown Land sites be 

removed from the planning 

proposal owing to land 

zoning conflicts and the 

existence of an Aboriginal 

Land Claim on one of the 

sites,’ Mr Theissen said.

‘Council-owned Federal 

Park and tennis court are 

also removed from the plan-

ning proposal at the request 

of Council’s Manager Open 

Spaces and Facilities.’

Given the objections 

of the various owners and 

agencies involved, staff have 

recommended that council-

lors abandon the planning 

proposal. 

Should this happen, 

formal, legal protection of 

Federal’s heritage would 

rely on the current Byron 

DCP, which sets out a ‘Herit-

age Character Area’ that 

includes many of the town’s 

oldest houses.

This imposes some plan-

ning controls on these areas 

but they are significantly 

less stringent that those that 

would apply if a formally 

zoned heritage conservation 

area were to be introduced.

From page 20 of the upcoming March 13 meeting agenda. 

Aslan Shand

Five years ago, young people 

were marching in the streets 

demanding change – across 

the globe, they were coming 

together in climate marches 

that were impacting politics 

around the world. 

Greens councillor Elia 

Hauge, the youngest Byron 

Shire Councillor to be 

elected, told The Echo, ‘It 

is your way to have direct 

power over not only our 

political system, but espe-

cially the laws that impact 

you. This is particularly the 

case in a marginal seat like 

Richmond in the upcoming 

federal election. Your vote 

will make a difference’.

‘Key issues that keep 

coming up are housing and 

climate change when I speak 

to young people. Registering 

to vote is one clear way that 

people can make change 

and let politicians know 

what they want.

‘It is important to remind 

anyone who has moved here 

that they need to change 

their address to vote in this 

marginal seat’.

Avery, who says they 

would vote Labor if they 

could, says that voting 

should be opened up to 

anyone from 16-years. 

‘I don’t see any significant 

changes from 16 to 18 in 

young people’s understand-

ing,’ they told The Echo. 

‘I think voting should be 

open to 16-year-olds who 

want to vote, it shouldn’t be 

compulsory, but there are 

many young people who are 

very aware of the issues that 

will impact their future’.

‘We are the ones who are 

going to be most affected by 

the choices that politicians 

are making today and we 

should have the right to voice 

our opinions,’ added Avery.

Once the election is 

called, there will only be a 

short time to enrol – so get 

onto it today. If you are 18, 

or will be 18 at the next elec-

tion, you can enrol to vote at 

www.aec.gov.au/enrol.
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RELAX, 
RELEASE,

RECONNECT
At the Apotheca - This Sunday

Special price for the community!
Take a moment for yourself after the cyclone stress

$90 for a 1-hour one-on-one session
$180 for a 1-hour couple or friends session

Reserve your spot with Alex!
Call 0421 921 538 or email alexandra.birot@gmail.com

The Apotheca, 110 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby

them being unstable. One tree 

was in Jonson Street and 

two were in Apex Park, near 

the Byron Bay Surf Club. 

Byron Shire Mayor Sarah 

Ndiaye told The Echo on 

Tuesday, ‘What was clear to 

me through this is that it’s 

our local services and service 

providers that were able to 

respond best and who know 

our community best, our 

local businesses that were 

open throughout, or quick to 

open, and there’s definitely 

some lessons to be learnt 

about that in emergency dis-

aster response going forward’. 

Dodged a bullet 
‘We dodged a bullet in 

many ways, and when you 

see some of the surrounding 

rainfall levels and wind 

speeds, if they had hit us, and 

they could have, we would’ve 

seen a lot more damage 

and the flooding of course 

would’ve been a lot worse. 

‘We still have people 

without power and there is 

likely to be some damage to 

infrastructure, but having 

those early warnings meant 

that people were more 

prepared both physically and 

mentally for the event.  

Preparation
‘Council were also able to 

prepare by clearing drains, 

filling up the reservoir and 

ensuring our works sites were 

as prepared as possible. 

‘The improved com-

munications through levels 

of government, agencies, the 

Bureau of Meteorology, and 

between the states has been 

welcomed, as has the swift 

response.

‘One of the shining lights 

in this has been our com-

munity resilience networks 

(CRNs), CHUBs and THUBS. 

These are models that need 

to be expanded and better 

resourced going forward,’ 

Cr Ndiaye added. 

On Tuesday morning, two musos met at Byron’s Railway 

Friendly Bar to bid farewell to the iconic fig tree, which 

toppled during Cyclone Alfred. Surfing legend Rusty Miller 

(percussion and harmonica) and award-winning filmmaker, 

Barry Ferrier, played their very first gig at The Rails in 1982.

Rusty said, ‘[Publicans] Tom and Cath Mooney should be 

commended for providing local musos with a unique venue 

for great local music, seven days a week,  from the early ’80s’. 

‘Tom and Cath planted the tree in 1990’, said Dee Tipping, 

who was part of the Byron Bay town centre committee in 

the ’90s. The Rails’ licencee, Bradley Hill, added that after 

advice from several arborists, the regretful decision was 

made to remove the tree for safety reasons. But he assured 

concerned locals that efforts will be made to replace the 

Weeping Fig (Ficus Benjamina) with a mature tree. 

Photo Jeff ‘Holding My Beer Since 1986’ Dawson

Senate report highlights 
underfunded councils
A new federal government 

Senate report has high-

lighted the worsening skills 

and funding crisis facing 

local governments right 

across Australia.

Australian Services Union 

(ASU) National Secretary, 

Emeline Gaske, said of the 

Senate’s Interim Report into 
Local Government Sustain-
ability, ‘The roads we rely on, 

the community halls where 

people gather, the libraries 

and childcare centres that 

families depend on are all 

under threat’.

‘Despite local govern-

ments being the backbone of 

Australian communities, they 

were being set up to fail’.

‘As the nation surveys the 

damage from Cyclone Alfred 

and its impact on local infra-

structure, the funding crisis 

affecting local government 

has been brought into sharp 

focus’.

‘Particularly in emergen-

cies, local governments 

are the lifeblood of our 

communities. They provide 

diverse essential services 

such as environmental 

management, childcare, 

libraries, waste collection, 

road maintenance, and 

emergency response’.

She said the ASU and 

local government members 

have known these issues for 

a long time. 

The report is available at 

www.aph.gov.au.

Clean up underway after Tropical Cyclone Alfred
▶ Continued from page 1

Greens outline disaster insurance plans
The cost of insurance and the 

behaviour of insurance com-

panies looks set to become 

a major political issue in the 

wake of Tropical Cyclone 

Alfred.   

Insurers have declared 

Alfred an ‘insurance catas-

trophe’, which means prior-

ity should be given to those 

making a cyclone-related 

claim.

When asked by a reporter 

in Lismore this week, Labor 

Prime Minister Anthony 

Albanese said, ‘We’ll hold 

insurance companies to 

account’ while urging them 

to do ‘the right thing’ by 

making eligible payments 

immediately.

Earlier this year, Liberal 

opposition leader Peter 

Dutton was threatening the 

industry with state interven-

tion if they didn’t lift their 

game, a position quickly 

undermined by his own 

shadow ministry.

Last month, Greens 

candidate for Richmond, 

Mandy Nolan, helped launch 

the Greens new national 

policy on insurance, which 

would require coal, gas, and 

oil companies to contribute 

more to the reinsurance 

pool, to help cover the cost 

of increasingly frequent 

climate-fuelled disasters.  

She said, ‘The Northern 

Rivers has among the most 

costly and least affordable 

insurance premiums in the 

country, with widespread 

local outrage about the 

behaviour of companies 

since the catastrophic 2022 

floods’.

‘The Greens have a clear 

and costed policy to make 

polluters pay, and reduce the 

cost of insurance for every-

one else,’ says Nolan.

‘While people are strug-

gling to pay massively 

increased bills, insurance 

companies made mammoth 

profits last year, and CEOs 

are walking away with major 

increases to their pay pack-

ets,’ says Ms Nolan.

‘The Greens say they plan 

a raft of insurance reforms, 

including removing stamp 

duty from house and car 

insurance, tougher rules 

forcing insurance companies 

to explain premium costs, 

one-off grants of up to 

$20,000 to all single-dwelling 

households in high-risk flood 

or cyclone zones to subsidise 

the costs of flood-proofing 

the house, and forcing pol-

luters to pay’, she added. 
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Paradise for plant lovers
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Can Bruns hold the weight of 
new gym’s expansion?
Paul Bibby

Should the new gym in Brun-

swick Heads be allowed to 

increase its capacity, despite 

not having completed park-

ing arrangements at its busy 

Tweed Street location?

This is the question facing 

councillors at this week’s 

planning meeting.

Last year, councillors 

granted approval to Voglet 

Pty Ltd for a boutique gym 

and cafe at a 38 Tweed 

Street – a central spot where 

parking is in high demand. 

In granting this approval, 

councillors took the some-

what unusual step of giving 

the owners of the business 

permission to begin operat-

ing the gym and cafe prior to 

implementing the new park-

ing arrangements that had 

been agreed upon as part of 

the development. 

The parking arrange-

ments included the creation 

of 29 parking spaces on 

nearby Fingal Street.

Permission to operate prior 

to the introduction of the 

parking arrangements was 

conditional upon the gym’s 

operation being limited to 20 

patrons at any given time.

The owners are now 

requesting the removal of 

this 20-patron limit so that 

the business can operate at 

full capacity.

In documents accom-

panying the application, 

they state that the current 

restriction on patronage 

significantly impacts the 

gym’s financial viability.

‘Operating at 50 per cent 

capacity reduces the poten-

tial earnings by half, render-

ing the business unable to 

cover essential expenses, 

including staff wages, rent, 

and loan repayments,’ plan-

ners hired by the owners 

state in the documents.

‘Unfortunately, this would 

result in the gym being finan-

cially unsustainable until the 

completion of the carpark’. 

‘The owner of the building 

is committed to completing 

the required roadworks. 

‘We trust that Council 

understands the importance 

of this adjustment to ensure 

the survival of a community-

oriented facility, particularly 

given the substantial 

investments already made 

to comply with Council 

requirements.’ 

However, Council staff 

and a number of those living 

near the gym do not feel that 

removing the 20-patron cap 

is the best thing for the local 

community.

In their report on the 

matter, staff said that the 

owner was yet to submit the 

relevant paperwork in rela-

tion to the parking works it 

has promised to undertake.

The Council planner who 

completed the report in 

relation to the development, 

Jordan Vickers, said,‘…the 

applicant has not in shown in 

good faith their commitment 

to meet the consent require-

ments, given the peculiarity 

of the soft opening arrange-

ments granted by Council in 

the first place.’ 

A community objection 

letter submitted in relation 

to the modification applica-

tion further states that 

surrounding residents have 

experienced adverse noise, 

parking, and traffic impacts 

since approval of this consent, 

despite the limited operation.

‘We object to the modifi-

cation regarding the opera-

tion of the gym, because we 

are already experiencing 

noise and parking and traffic 

issues,’ said the objector, 

whose name has been 

withheld in accordance with 

Council policy.

‘Cars are constantly 

parked illegally in Slessor 

Lane, deliveries are blocking 

the lane, cars are blocking 

the footpath, the increased 

traffic in Slessor Lane is 

causing issues with drivers 

going in both directions with 

no way of passing, residents 

cannot access the lane 

safely on foot or by car with 

increased traffic (and it is not 

local residents speeding up 

and down the lane looking 

for a parking spot)’. 

Staff say that there have 

also been other complaints 

made to Council in relation 

to the traffic and parking 

situation in and around 

the development since its 

opening.

refusal 
They have recommended 

that the application be 

refused, arguing that 

allowing the development 

to operate without proper 

parking will have adverse 

impacts on the amenity of 

the neighbourhood and the 

built environment.

They further argue that 

the full-scale operation of the 

business without sufficient 

parking is not in the public 

interest, and will create an 

undesirable precedent.

‘The lack of compliant 

parking provided for the 

development does not 

provide a good planning 

outcome … and, in 

particular, the orderly and 

economic development of 

land and promoting good 

design and amenity of 

the built environment,’ Mr 

Vickers said.

‘It should be noted that 

conditions of consent are 

imposed to control and 

regulate the operation of an 

approved development.’ 

Local Murwillumbah midwife, 

Carolyn Hastie, is one of 

seven Australians volunteer-

ing their expertise in Papua 

New Guinea (PNG) from April 

7 till April 11.

Organised by Rotary 

International, Carolyn will 

work with local midwives to 

help improve maternal and 

neonatal outcomes.

Angela Stavrogiannopou-

los from Rotary International, 

says, ‘PNG has one of the 

highest [rates of] prevent-

able maternal and neonatal 

deaths in the world, and 

The Rotary Club of Morialta 

(South Australia) and Port 

Moresby (PNG) in partnership 

with PNG Midwifery Society 

and the Australian College of 

Midwives have developed a 

Buddy Leadership program 

between PNG and Australian 

midwives to improve mater-

nal and neonatal outcomes’.

The focus of the Port 

Moresby General Hospital will 

be on leadership and advo-

cacy, says Angela. ‘During 

this time, Carolyn and the 

midwives are allocated 

a buddy, who they work 

with through varied means 

of communication over a 

12-month period’.

‘Carolyn is PhD qualified 

and has a national and 

international reputation as 

a role model and leader in 

midwifery education and 

practice. She had the pleas-

ure and privilege of being one 

of the first AusAID midwifery 

education facilitators in PNG 

in 2011, and still has connec-

tions with midwives in Port 

Moresby’.

To find out more about 

what Rotary do, visit 

www.rotary.org/en.

Ousama is ready for work
Russell Eldridge

After their home and liveli-

hood were destroyed by 

civil war, Ousama Bloudani’s 

family have settled in Brun-

swick Heads. 

Now he needs a job.

The Bloudani family were 

recently featured in a story 

in The Echo, which triggered 

offers of land for Ousama to 

grow vegetables and fruit. 

But he needs permanent 

employment. Ousama is a 

highly-skilled cement plas-

terer and also has a wealth of 

knowledge and experience of 

growing fruit trees and herbs 

on his farm back in Syria.

The Bloudanis were 

granted refugee status by the 

United Nations and accepted 

into Australia under a govern-

ment program known as 

Community Refugee Integra-

tion and Settlement Pilot. 

Ousama, his wife, Walaa, 

and their daughters Sana, 

12,  and Ghina, 11, are being 

hosted for a year by the Mul-

lumbimby Refugee Support 

Group. They are being finan-

cially assisted by Northern 

Rivers For Refugees.

‘I just passed my driving 

test, and I have a car, so I’m 

ready to work,’ said a beam-

ing Ousama at his Brunswick 

Heads home.

The drivers licence was 

crucial to the family because of 

the poor, and expensive, public 

transport system in the region. 

A return bus trip to the super-

market costs the family $40.

The family has settled 

well into the area, with both 

girls thriving at Mullumbimby 

schools. Ousama has been 

improving his English skills 

rapidly since taking lessons 

at TAFE.

His dream is one day to 

start his own landscaping 

business. ‘I can combine 

my gardening and building 

skills,’ Ousama said.

If anyone can help, please 

contact Ousama on 0484 578 

864, or the Mullumbimby 

support group convenor 

Delhove Blennerhassett 0434 

007 276.

For more information on 

refugee settlement in the 

Northern Rivers visit www.

nrfr.org.au or email commu-

nications@nrfr.org.au.

Russell Eldridge is from 

Northern Rivers For Refugees.

Ousama Bloudani. Photo supplied

Midwife Carolyn Hastie. 

Photo supplied
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From me to you...
Thank you to everyone
who helped out during 
Tropical Cyclone Alfred.
Emergency services, ADF, SES, RFS, Essential Energy, telecommunications,
NBN, public servants and everyday volunteers have made such a difference. 
The Federal and State Governments are on the ground and here to help.

You can count on Justine

Justine Elliot MP
Your Federal Member for Richmond

SUPPORT IS AVAILABLE
Visit www.justineelliot.com.au/alfred or call me on 
(07) 5523 4371 for information on recovery support
and financial assistance that may be available to you.

Free health advice is available via Healthdirect on 
1800 022 222 and free mental health support can be 
accessed via the NSW Mental Health Line on 1800 011 511.

My Community Care Team and 
Community Care Van are out across the 
area providing support and assistance.
Please check my Facebook page 
for the latest updates.

(07) 5523 4371
justineelliot.com.au
justine.elliot.mp@aph.gov.au
facebook.com/JustineElliotMP

Authorised J Elliot, ALP, 107 Minjungbal Dr Tweed Heads South
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Application for Appointment 
of Board Members

Eureka Public Recreation Reserve Land Manager

Ever wondered who is responsible for keeping Crown 
reserves operating?

Countless facilities like showgrounds, local halls and 
parks are run by Statutory Land Manager Boards, made 
up of people just like you. People who understand the 
need and have a desire to manage public land and assets 

Your role as a Board Member is voluntary, but the rewards 
of giving something back to the community are priceless.

We are looking for a good mix of people with a variety of 

skills and objective decision-making expertise would be 
a distinct advantage.

Don’t let this opportunity to do something for yourself and 
your community pass you by – contact us today. 

The Eureka Public Recreation Reserve Land Manager 

on 8-Nov-1968 for Public Recreation. The term of 
appointment will be for a period not exceeding 5 years.

Application for membership can be made via 
portal.crownland.nsw.gov.au

All applications are required to be lodged by 
9 April 2025.

For further information contact 
Chrissy Haslem on (02) 6642 9213 or go to 
reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au LT

02
69

Colin Davison
14.9.46 - 27.2.25

Colin passed peacefully in Byron Hospital. Loving 
husband to Dianne. Beloved father to Christiaan. 
Much Loved brother of Ian (dec) and Robert (dec). 
Brother-in-law to Warren Vout, Yvonne Clark (dec),  
Sarah Davison, Barbra Davison (dec). Uncle to Liane 
& Quita Davison, Craig Davison, Guy Robert Davison 
(dec), Bryan Davison, Lynn Blair, Lara & David Clark 
and families. 

Colin was an Early Childhood Teacher at Mullumbimby Community Preschool for 
40 years, where he loved sharing his knowledge of science, astronomy, history 
and art with the children and parents. A friend, mentor and scholar. Never an 
unkind word to anyone and a true gentleman to the end. 

He will be so missed by us all. 

We would like to thank our families, the many friends, neighbours and 
Mullumbimby Preschool staff and parents, who found the time for regular visits 
or offers of help and support over the past seven years. Thank you to Warren 
Vout, Trish Muir, Peter & Paula Bowles, Paul Guthrie, Cindy Soric, Elaine Stenner, 
Crangles & Reynolds families, Jenny Batson & Jeferson Franke for helping us 

Thank you to Feros Care team: Eloise, Tess, Kyla, Kerry, Dale, Eve, Jethro - Physio, 
Paul & Gayle - O/T team. Your support and care of Colin and the family over the 
past year has been amazing. Anna Jones from Guide Dogs who worked with 
Colin for over seven years helping him adapt to living with sight impairment. 
What a difference you made to our lives with your expertise and advice. 

THANK YOU to Dr Peter Bowles, Dr Rob Lodge & staff. Dr Bronwyn Hudson & staff 
for the wonderful care of many years. Dr Filipe Soares Rocha & nurses and staff 
at Meadows Medical Centre, doctors & nursing staff at Byron Hospital, Tweed 
Hospital & Murwillumbah Rehab Hospital. Craig, Dan & staff at Soul Pattinson 
Chemist and staff at Sullivan Nicolaides Pathology Mullumbimby. 

“It takes a village to raise a child”, but this village also helped Colin keep up his 
spirits, gave him quality of life and showed love and support to the family over 
the past seven years. 

THANK YOU

Private cremation. Ashes will be taken to sea when humpback whales are 
migrating. 

As part of their ‘Year of Service’ at Cape Byron Rudolf Steiner 
School our Class 9 students embark on a meaningful journey 
of volunteering, personal growth and hands-on learning.

Byron Bay RSL Lifecare, where students build heartfelt 
connections with residents.

Byron Bay Herb Nursery, gaining valuable experience 
supporting people with disabilities.

Beach clean-up gaining knowledge of the need to look after 

living rough in our Shire.

alongside carers and students with diverse needs giving help 
with hands-on projects to enhance the school.

Hans Lovejoy

A government-funded 

study by coastal engineers 

into beach erosion from 

Byron Bay to Hastings Point 

warned of ongoing erosion 

47 years ago, and urged gov-

ernments to act to prevent 

further loss of property. 

Strap yourself in people, 

and let’s dive into what 

coastal engineers suggest 

governments should do to 

protect coasts, and whether 

they are taking the advice.

The 1978 study, entitled, 

The Byron Bay – Hastings 

Point Erosion Study, was sup-

ported with a foreword by 

then-NSW Deputy Premier, 

Jack Ferguson. 

Erosion causes
Ferguson wrote, ‘The 

study represents two years of 

intensive work by a team of 

coastal engineering experts 

who have succeeded in 

identifying the causes of 

the erosion. They have also 

outlined a range of options 

for combating the problem’.

The study warns that 

the ‘erosion threat will 

ultimately cause serious 

economic and social prob-

lems for the entire Byron 

Bay-Hastings Point region’.

It reads, ‘The investigation 

has clearly established the 

existence of a serious long-

term erosion trend in the 

area which is shown to be 

the result of a natural sedi-

ment imbalance, evidenced 

by more sand leaving than 

entering the region’.

‘There is a growing body 

of evidence that a situation 

of long-term beach erosion 

exists not only in the Byron 

Bay area, but along much of 

the NSW coastline. The sand 

is not returning to the beach 

system after storms, and 

the loss of sand is not being 

compensated for by new 

sources of beach-forming 

material’.

Recommendations
The study recommends 

measures such as the ‘re-

zoning of affected areas’, 

as well as ‘an assistance 

scheme aimed at re-estab-

lishing families, industries 

and public assets well 

behind the hazard zones’.

‘An insurance scheme to 

cover landowners against 

erosion is another possible 

solution’.

As for engineering solu-

tions, the authors writ0e, 

‘Another method of dealing 

with the erosion problem 

is the construction of 

engineering works such as 

seawalls, groynes, offshore 

breakwaters and sand nour-

ishment programs’.

‘A well-constructed sea-

wall can protect properties 

against the sea for many 

years, but will eventually 

cause a reduction in the 

beach width, ultimately 

causing protected areas to 

become a boulder coast, 

as has already happened in 

front of the surf club area at 

Byron Bay. Loss of the beach 

would seriously reduce the 

tourist potential of the area.

‘Groynes are structures 

built perpendicular to 

the coastline. 

‘Groynes do not prevent 

erosion, but they can be used 

to transfer to elsewhere. 

‘They can stabilise a section 

of the coast, while maintain-

ing a sandy beachfront. 

‘A long-term maintenance 

program would ensure 

continuing protection.

‘Offshore breakwaters are 

structures built parallel to the 

shore outside the surf zone. 

They form an artificial reef 

on which waves break and 

reduce wave energy attack-

ing the beach. 

‘They may change the 

surfing amenity of the beach 

and cause major changes to 

the current systems result-

ing in increased erosion to 

the north.

‘Sand nourishment 

is the mechanical place-

ment of sand on a beach. 

Nourishment sand provides 

a reservoir to feed the 

demand for sand by waves, 

thus minimising the erosion 

of the foreshores. However, 

sand nourishment depends 

upon the availability of sand 

resources for continuous 

maintenance which can 

be moved without causing 

problems in another area’.

The 1978 Byron Bay-Hastings 
Point Erosion Study.

A short history on successive governments’ 

▶ Continued opposite
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FREE INITIAL 
CONSULTATIONS

Jordyn Jones
Senior Associate

Jordyn@byronfamilylaw.com.au

Yasmin Dulley
Principal Solicitor

yasmin@byronfamilylaw.com.au

divorce, separation, parenting and children, 

We support you and your family to not only 
survive but thrive following separation.

18 Parkes Ave, Byron Bay  •  02 6687 2774  •  byronfamilylaw.com.au

Ballina to Tweed
Lismore and Richmond Valley

SACRED EARTH FUNERALS

Beautiful funerals, burials, cremations
Pre-paid funerals and guided pre-planning

Complete funeral services beginning at $2490
Any location, including our beautiful Sanctuary chapel.

www.sacredearthfunerals.com.au

Zebris Gait Analysis 
Plantar Fascia Pain 
Custom Orthotics 
Toenail & Skin Care 
Ingrown Toenails 
Diabetes
NDIS

10/6 Marvell St, Byron Bay
02 6619 2939
northernriverspodiatry.com.au

From protection to 
management

Coastal engineer and 

former Pittwater Council 

general manager, Angus 

Gordon OAM, was one of the 

authors of the study.

As a result of that study, 

Mr Gordon became involved 

in the drafting and imple-

mentation of the NSW Coastal 

Protection Act 1979, which was 

later replaced in 2016 by the 

Coastal Management Act. Mr 

Gordon was also involved 

with the formation of that law.

At 78 years young, he has 

more than 40 years of experi-

ence with coastal engineering, 

coastal management and 

planning projects.

Mr Gordon told The Echo

the only workable solution 

to erosion is not developing 

on coastlines or using sand 

nourishment programs, 

which are expensive. Such 

programs exist on the Gold 

Coast, for example. 

He says The Coastal 

Protection Act 1979, for all its 

flaws, did place coastal and 

development protection at 

the forefront. 

‘Under that Act, there were 

also coastal panels, chaired 

by experts, which guided 

development and manage-

ment. I was on this panel.

‘In the late ’80s, Byron 

Council adopted a policy of 

planned retreat. 

‘It was applied through-

out different times, and 

included the requirement 

that coastal  buildings be 

removable. 

‘But political changes 

within Byron Council made it 

unreliable as a policy, and it 

wasn’t helped by the Land & 

Environment Court. 

‘The court championed 

some pretty dumb solutions 

with coastal management – 

they don’t have expertise in 

the field or local knowledge. 

‘Another issue is the 

Environmental Planning and 

Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A 

Act), which doesn’t properly 

define natural hazards, and 

instead they are just taken 

note of. It treats everything 

as discretionary, or as a 

consideration, i.e. distance of 

setbacks for example’.  

The EP&A needs a major 

review, Mr Gordon says, to 

define natural hazards.   

Plans v programs
‘When the Coastal Man-

agement Act was introduced 

in 2016, NSW governments 

moved away from being 

responsible for coastal 

management, leaving it to 

councils.

‘Under the 1979 law, there 

were Coastal Management 

Plans (CMPs) which councils 

could develop.

‘In the watered down 

2016 Act, they are called 

Coastal Management 

Programs (CMPs). It was a 

long drawn-out fight with 

the department of planning, 

who wanted to get their way.

‘To make the 2016 Act 

work, councils need a 

coastal State Environmental 

Planning Policy (SEPP), and 

it took two years before that 

was put in place.

‘While Coastal Manage-

ment Programs focus on 

whole of embayment plan-

ning, the SEPP focuses on 

individual DAs, for example.  

‘In 2025, I am not aware 

of a NSW council that has an 

entire CMP in place. Newcas-

tle has a partial one.

‘Under the Act, the envi-

ronment minister can over-

ride councils if they haven’t 

completed their CMP’.

Additionally, Mr Gordon 

says state planning panels 

and local governments now 

decide coastal DAs, and 

often expert advice is miss-

ing from decision making.

‘The only solution I see is 

the Californian model – they 

have a coastal commission 

which administers their Act. 

One here could help coun-

cils develop and implement 

council’s CMPs’.

‘By way of example, the 

recent introduction of a build-

ing commissioner in NSW has 

cleaned up the industry and 

made a positive difference.

‘Is there a strategy for the 

coast of NSW? No, it’s the 

SES’, he added.

Asked whether dredging 

of rivers could alleviate 

flooding, Mr Gordon says it 

can, ‘though sand builds up 

quickly at the river’s ocean 

entrance’.

Angus Gordon OAM.

Photo supplied

lacklustre attempts at coastal protection
▶ From previous page 
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Parts of Lismore 
return home with 

caution 

As parts of Lismore return 

home with caution, the NSW 

SES is advising Northern 

NSW communities to remain 

vigilant and continue to 

listen to advice from emer-

gency services.

Man charged aft er 
trying to steal SES 

boat

A man faced court on March 

4 aft er being charged for 

allegedly attempting to 

steal a NSW SES boat near 

Lismore.

Injured ADF members 
on Ex-Tropical 
Cyclone Alfred duty 

recovering

All 13 Australian Defence 

Force personnel injured in 

a truck crash near Lismore 

on an Ex-Tropical Cyclone 

Alfred mission are report-

edly recovering well.

Burns Point Ferry 

closes due to cyclone

Due to the severe weather 

impacts of Ex-Tropical 

Cyclone Alfred, the Burns 

Point Ferry ceased opera-

tions until the danger had 

passed.

Disaster recovery 
agency doubles its 

executives 

In the week of the third 

anniversary of the dev-

astating 2022 floods this 

week, the government-run 

corporation, The NSW 

Reconstruction Authority 

(RA), tabled its 2023-24 

annual report.

Ballina Shire Council 

emergency update

Ballina Shire Council 

continues to monitor 

conditions across the 

Ballina Shire, identifying 

any emerging issues and 

prioritising repairs to ensure 

public safety and service 

restoration as they shift  

focus to recovery eff orts. 

Public Information 
and Inquiry Centre 

closes

They are reminding 
members of the public in 
flood-aff ected areas are 
reminded to avoid dangers 
such as damaged power 
lines and floodwater on 
roads as they return to their 
communities.

North Coast News

Free CPR training empowering 
Cabarita and Pottsville

Aslan Shand 

Saving lives is the driving 

force behind the Cabarita 

Beach Pottsville Beach Lions 

Club’s free CPR training 

that was first delivered on 

Monday, February 24. 

Their pilot program was 

rolled out with 18 attendees 

and was inspired by an 

initiative of the Mildura Lions 

Club in Victoria.

‘We first came across 

an article in the Lions 

International Magazine in 

August 2024 when Hands 

On Heart Australia was 

launched through the 

Mildura Lions Club and thus 

began our journey,’ said 

Bill Brodie, President of 

Cabarita Beach Pottsville 

Beach Lions Club. 

The Hands on Heart 

Australia was started 

by Graeme Tulloch who 

suffered a sudden cardiac 

arrest in 2014, and his friend 

Phil Kettle, one of Australia’s 

most successful children’s 

authors, whose brother had 

lost his life to cardiac arrest.

Graeme’s life was saved 

by the first person that 

stopped when he had 

his cardiac arrest who 

fortunately knew how to 

administer CPR. Together 

Graeme and Phil decided 

they would like to put back 

into the community and 

approached Mildura Lions 

Club who agreed to become 

involved in this community 

initiative.

Working closely with 

Angela Izard First Aid 

Services Mildura the first free 

CPR course was offered to 

people in the Mildura and 

surrounding areas in May 

2023. They are looking to 

have 1,800 people in basic 

CPR over three years. 

Pottsville and 
Cabarita inspired

Inspired by this model 

the Cabarita Beach Pottsville 

Beach Lions are aiming 

to train an additional 300 

individuals locally in basic 

CPR over the next two years.

‘Our goal is to empower 

our community with the 

skills and confidence to save 

lives,’ said Mr Brodie.

‘We will be focusing  on 

year six children and youth 

as this is the generation that 

can make a difference.’

The training provider, 

Pacific Coast First Aid, will 

conduct face-to-face basic 

CPR and defibrillator training 

with no pre-course work 

required. This course is a 

non-accredited course.

‘CPR awareness 

(including the performance 

of CPR) and the use of the 

Defibrillator have been 

identified as having a 

relatively low awareness in 

our community,’ explained 

Mr Brodie. 

A person suffering cardiac 

arrest or heart attack in 

public (or at home) is heavily 

reliant on bystanders 

providing potentially 

lifesaving CPR.’

Find out more here: 

https://lionscbpb.org.au.

charged with drink driving – Loftville
A man has been charged 

with middle-range PCA after 

being stuck in floodwaters 

south of Lismore.

About 9.15am on 

Monday, 10 March, police 

patrolling South Lismore 

in response to ex-Tropical 

Cyclone Alfred were called 

to assist a driver at Caniaba 

Road, Loftville.

Officers attached to 

Traffic and Highway Patrol 

Command attended and 

found a 55-year-old man had 

attempted to cross a flooded 

section of the road in a 4WD 

when the vehicle became 

stuck.

Breath tested
The man was assisted 

out of the water by Police 

Rescue and SES crews.

The man was subjected 

to a breath test at the scene 

which returned a positive 

result.

He was taken to Casino 

Police Station where he was 

subject to a breath analysis 

which returned an alleged 

reading of 0.086.

The 55-year-old man 

was issued a Field Court 

Attendance Notice for 

driving with middle-range 

PCA to appear before 

Lismore Local Court on 

Wednesday, 19 March.

His licence was also 

suspended.

Free legal help available for 

Legal Aid NSW lawyers say 

they are on standby to 

provide free legal help to 

people impacted by Tropical 

Cyclone Alfred in NSW.

Legal Aid’s Disaster 

Response Legal Service 

(DRLS) can advise people 

about issues relating to 

insurance claims, tenancy 

problems, accessing disaster 

grants and payments, finan-

cial hardship, family violence 

and employment.

Disaster solicitor Ma’ata 

Solofoni said people 

impacted by severe weather 

events can get free legal 

advice about making 

an insurance claim. This 

includes situations where an 

insurer has declined a claim 

or where people are unsure 

if damage is covered by their 

policy.

‘The earlier someone 

seeks legal advice, the better 

the outcome. We can assist 

by negotiating with insurers 

to resolve any issues with the 

claims process if your home 

has been damaged by recent 

weather events. We can 

also provide advice on what 

people should do straight 

away and whether damage 

is likely to be covered,’ she 

said.

‘We often assist people 

who need immediate help 

accessing support such as 

temporary accommodation 

provided through their 

insurer, or help negotiating 

urgent repairs for their 

damaged rental property 

or challenging an eviction. 

We also help with advice 

about eligibility for disaster 

grants or payments, and we 

support people negotiating 

with employers if their work 

is affected.’

How to get help
Anyone needing legal help 

can call the DRLS Helpline 

on 1800 801 529 or visit the 

website. Legal Aid also has a 

specialist, mobile team avail-

able and ready to respond 

including lawyers based 

in the Northern Rivers and 

Coffs Harbour regions.

Are Ballina’s pools too expensive?
David Lowe

Ballina’s Council’s last 

meeting saw a motion from 

Cr Simon Chate to review 

swimming pool admission 

prices, particularly for fami-

lies, because of the ongoing 

cost-of-living crisis.

Margaret van Dommele 

made a deputation in sup-

port of the motion, saying 

that she learned to swim in 

a public pool as a child, and 

later became a champion 

junior diver as a result. She 

said that the ‘much higher’ 

price of pool entry today 

made regular visits impos-

sible for many families, espe-

cially those with multiple 

children.

She noted that cheaper 

family passes were available 

at pools beyond Ballina 

Shire, such as in Goonel-

labah and Lismore.

Cr Chate described the 

current pricing regime as 

‘a weak spot’ in Ballina’s 

charging situation. ‘We’ve 

currently got a family pass 

available for the annual and 

three-monthly pass, but 

our family pass is designed 

only for two adults and two 

children, or one adult and 

three children.

‘But what about our larger 

families? What about families 

with one or two adults and 

five or six children? The cost 

can be quite prohibitive.’

Cr Chate said he wasn’t 

asking for reduced general 

costs, but for Council staff to 

review entry fees with a view 

to finding a cheaper alterna-

tive for larger families, all on 

the same Medicare card.

Amendment fails
Cr Therese Crollick 

supported this motion, but 

added an amendment to 

look at adding a monthly 

pool ticket option, saying 

that pool managers 

frequently reported public 

requests for this option. 

This amendment didn’t find 

enough support to proceed.

Cr Eva Ramsey wanted 

to put on the record that 

Ballina’s pools were already 

running at ‘a huge deficit’ 

and that fees needed to be 

structured to cover that, as 

well as maintenance costs. 

Cr Damian Loone made the 

same point.

Cr Simon Chate said it 

was not the responsibility of 

people with larger families to 

keep Ballina Council’s deficit 

down. ‘This is not on them… 

all of our ratepayers are 

paying rates.’

After further debate, Cr 

Chate’s motion succeeded, 

despite the opposition 

of Mayor Cadwallader, Cr 

Simon Kinny and Cr Damian 

Loone.

Cr Phil Meehan did not 

attend the meeting.

The first free CPR training was provided by the Cabarita Beach Pottsville Beach Lions Club 

on Monday, February 24. Photo supplied
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Byron Bay: 19/5 Easy St  Mullumbimby: 60 Stuart St
02 6694 3083  omearadental.com.au

Implants (full arch options)
Invisalign Go

Cosmetic dentistry
Same day crowns, veneers and bridges  
Smile make overs (same day available)    

Snoring and sleep apnea devices  
General and family dentistry 

Safe amalgam removal
Root canal therapy

Tooth whitening

3D x-rays and treatment planning

Servicing your area
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swapabottle@bigpond.com
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Now personally delivering 
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Murwillumbah depot.
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Farmers donate organic 
produce outside supermarket

Adam said he drove up from Sydney with a boat in tow ready 

to help out in Lismore after Tropical Cyclone Alfred hit. He 

started by giving out fresh produce in Goonellabah. 

Story & photo Mia Armitage

More essential supplies are 

expected to return to the 

Northern Rivers today after 

chronic shortages across the 

region ever since Cyclone 

Alfred’s risks first became 

urgent late last week.

Supermarket shelves on 

high ground near Lismore in 

Goonellabah’s three major 

supermarkets were again 

empty of most fresh produce 

including fruit, veggies, meat, 

dairy, eggs and bread on 

Sunday afternoon.

Help came in the form of 

free fresh produce given away 

outside Goonellabah’s Coles 

supermarket late Sunday 

afternoon as the severely 

low-stocked store was due to 

close.

Sydneysider returns 
to Lismore to help

Adam, who declined to 

share his last name, said he 

drove up from Sydney with 

a boat in tow ready to help if 

needed.

He said he stopped at the 

organic Five Sixty Farms in 

South Gundurimba, halfway 

between Coraki and Lismore, 

along the way, having met 

the farmers at the last floods 

in 2022 when he and others 

were helping them.

‘This time I’ve been up 

here nice and early before the 

flood, hopefully,’ the Good 

Samaritan told The Echo and 

Bay FM, ‘we got up here to 

help here as many people as 

we could’.

Adam said he was thankful 

the weather event hadn’t 

been as bad as in 2022.

The Five Sixty Farms usu-

ally sold produce at all the 

farmers’ markets, he said, but 

they were cancelled over the 

weekend owing to the severe 

weather and associated 

alerts.

 ‘We thought we’d better 

bring it here and offer it to the 

people for free,’ Adam said, 

‘we don’t want any money for 

it, we’re just here to help the 

people’.

The Sydneysider gestured 

to the supermarket as he 

spoke.

‘The people are in need 

there, you know,’ he said, 

‘they’ve got nothing on the 

shelves, so what better place 

to do it?’

Boil water alerts lifted
After consulting with NSW 

Health, Tweed Shire Council 

advises that tap water is 

now safe to drink for all 

residents in Bilambil Heights, 

Terranora and Banora Point, 

effective immediately.

Testing confirms the water 

supply system is safe.

There is no longer a public 

health concern over the 

quality of drinking water, 

and it is now considered safe 

for all typical uses including 

drinking, preparing food and 

beverages, personal washing, 

dishwashing, laundry 

purposes and flushing toilets.

Tweed Shire Council has 

worked closely with NSW 

Health over the past several 

days to resolve the situation 

as quickly as possible.

To protect the health of 

the community, all broken 

water mains have been 

repaired and water quality 

tested.

Tweed Shire Council and 

NSW Health will continue to 

closely monitor the situation.

Flush system
Before drinking water, 

residents should flush-out 

affected water from their 

pipes with running water for 

2 to 3 minutes, including the 

tap most distant from their 

water meter, which is usually 

in backyards.

Residents are asked 

to share this notice with 

neighbours and friends.

Tweed Shire Council 

would like to thank residents 

and businesses for their 

patience and understanding 

while we worked to resolve 

this issue.

Globally-respected climate scientist Dr 

Joelle Gergis told ABC RN Breakfast that 

the science has been predicting tropical 

cyclones would move further south, due 

to warming water temperatures.

‘It’s understood that we’re going 

to see the drift of tropical cyclones 

further south as the planet continues to 

warm,’ Gergis told ABC Breakfast. ‘As a 

person that lives in Northern NSW, I was 

really concerned about that because 

obviously those areas aren’t built to 

withstand those cyclonic conditions.’

‘Seeing this unfold has been a bit of a 

living nightmare for me,’ she said.

Joelle Gergis is a lead author on an 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPPC) 2022 Report, an aca-

demic with the University of Melbourne, 

and she lives in Pottsville. Gergis warned 

five years ago that tropical cyclones may 

move as far south as Northern NSW. 

Her comments come on top of the 

prime minister telling a briefing on 

Cyclone Alfred on Friday that ‘climate 

change is having an impact on our 

weather patterns’ and ‘the science 

tells us there will be more extreme and 

intense weather events’. 

‘The elephant in the room here is we 

are still not doing enough to genuinely 

reduce industrial emissions, here in 

Australia but also globally,’ Gergis 

told the ABC. ‘Right now the planet is 

warming because we are burning coal, 

oil, and gas. And until we turn off the 

tap – these problems are only going to 

get worse.’

‘We need to really open our eyes and 

see we’re in a situation now that we are 

facing really fundamental disruption to 

our society, as the climate continues to 

warm.’

‘So we have to be really serious and 

start talking about the actual issue here. 

And that is the continuation of the burn-

ing of fossil fuels,’ said gergis.

with the Prime Minister visiting the 

Northern Rivers, Mandy Nolan, Greens 

candidate for Richmond, which runs 

from Ballina to Tweed Heads, has asked 

via social media whether, given the 

science, Labor will now stop approving 

new fossil fuel projects. 

Read full story in The Echo Online at: 

www.echo.net.au.

Local leading global climate scientist: we need to stop burning fossil fuels

The boil water alert for 

Bilambil Heights, Terranora 

and Banora Point has been 

lifted. Photo supplied

Do not approach 
fallen power lines
Essential Energy have 

received a number of 

reports of the community 

approaching fallen 

powerlines and is reminding 

everyone in Northern NSW 

to stay at least eight metres 

away from fallen powerlines. 

Assume that these power 

lines are live and very 

dangerous as the impacts of 

Ex-Tropical Cyclone Alfred 

continues to cause damage 

to the electricity network.

If you see fallen 

powerlines or any trees on 

the network, please call 13 20 

80 to report the location.

Approximately 42,600 

homes and businesses 

were without power across 

various communities from 

Tweed Heads south to 

Grafton at various points 

throughout the cyclone. 

Crews are continuing to 

work to cleanup, repair and 

restore wherever it is safe to 

do so.

The biggest challenges to 

getting power back on will 

be rising floodwaters and 

swollen creek beds, fallen 

vegetation and mud slides 

impacting access roads.

Community 
internet hubs

Additional crews from 

across the Essential Energy 

network have  travelled 

into the area to assist. 

Community hubs will be 

set up in the coming days 

to provide support to 

customers including access 

to charging for mobile 

devices and access to the 

internet.

For information about 

evacuation centres in your 

area, please visit the NSW 

SES website. 
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The public good in times of private bad
Richard Jones

C yclone Alfred would have 

been called Anthony until the 

Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) 

wisely changed the name.

It’s unlikely Albo would have been 

happy to have his name associated 

with so much destruction.

It’s easy to imagine how much 

mischief his opponents would have 

got up to.

No one really expected we would 

be battered like this so soon after 

the previous disastrous floods.

Communities now barely recover 

from one only to be hit by another 

catastrophe. Will this become the 

norm?

One-in-a-hundred-year disasters 

are no longer that. The old rules 

have gone out the window.

Climate crisis denialists, includ-

ing Peter Dutton, his team and the 

Murdoch media, will completely 

deny this latest tragedy has anything 

to do with global heating. He can’t 

deny insurance premiums are rising 

though. 

He says ‘consumers are being 

ripped off’ and his populist answer is 

to break up insurance companies.

It is clear that global heating 

has contributed. Hotter seas have 

brought cyclones further south and 

further north as the tropics expand 

to include us. 

Scientists say there will be fewer 

cyclones as a result of global heat-

ing, but they’re getting very intense.

The last one of any significance 

around these parts was 1974, 

and the damage from that was 

heartbreaking.

Cyclone-prone 
Until now, we weren’t considered 

to be in a cyclone-prone zone, so 

dwellings have not been constructed 

to withstand such powerful storms, 

and the consequential damage is 

much greater than it was previously.

The cost of reconstruction is 

phenomenal and will undoubt-

edly cause insurance companies 

to reconsider whether they will 

even insure properties subject to 

repeated climate-caused disasters.

If they do, premiums may 

be beyond the reach of most 

householders. 

Many properties will be 

completely uninsurable by private 

insurers, whose duty to their share-

holders is to make a profit not look 

after the interests of private citizens.

This in turn means banks won’t 

lend money to prospective buyers 

of such properties. Unless you have 

cash, you can forget it.

Anyway, who could afford to own 

a property they can’t insure?

The answer!
There is an answer to this. 

Not so long ago, we had a Gov-

ernment Insurance Office in NSW. 

We had the publicly-owned Bank 

of NSW. Australia had the publicly-

owned QANTAS and Commonwealth 

Bank too.

So, what happened? ‘Economic 

rationalists’ moved in. Ronald 

Reagan and Margaret Thatcher were 

the arch proponents. 

Suddenly, ‘private good, public 

bad’ became the mantra, and vast 

swathes of public properties and 

assets were privatised under the 

guise that private interests were 

more efficient than ‘government 

bureaucracy’. 

Sadly, Australian governments 

of both political persuasions also 

adopted this neoliberalism and sold 

off public assets for no good reason. 

The public good was set aside to 

further enrich the already wealthy. 

This attitude still prevails today both 

in Australia and overseas.

The absolute extreme example 

of this dogma is now being played 

out in America in the most brutal 

heartless way.

Elon Musk, who bought the 

election for Donald Trump, is now 

illegally slashing the jobs of hun-

dreds of thousands of government 

employees in the name of reducing 

the American deficit, which currently 

stands at around $36 trillion.

Any savings will be more than 

offset by tax cuts for billionaires. It’s 

the same old story.

Peter Dutton is set to emulate 

harsh Trumponomics if he is given 

the chance. Right now, the polls 

indicate he has an even chance of 

taking the reins, albeit with the sup-

port of crossbenchers.

We’re due for an election within 

weeks, but Cyclone Alfred has 

wrecked Albo’s reported plans to call 

an election last weekend, and now 

he is in a real dilemma. 

He could hardly announce an 

election when so many people are 

reeling in a state of shock.

Because of the new timing, he 

may be obliged to bring down a 

budget after all, which he seemed 

intent on avoiding. He would then 

have an opportunity to present a 

true Labor budget, with some signifi-

cant reforms to be introduced in his 

next term, if he can get over the line 

with the help of Greens preferences.

Labor’s primary support is in the 

doldrums at between 24.1 per cent 

and 28.2 per cent. compared to the 

Coalition between 36.3 per cent and 

40 per cent. 

That’s a big gap, and it can 

only be closed with the help of the 

Greens, who are currently polling 

between 12.5 per cent and 14.2 per 

cent. ‘Others’, including teals, are 

between 20.3 per cent and 24.4 

per cent.

It’s virtually guaranteed there will 

be a minority government.

Albo needs to pull the proverbial 

rabbit out of the hat to get over the 

line. He and his government would 

receive enormous public support if 

they were to announce in the budget 

the establishment of a federal Gov-

ernment Insurance Office, paid for 

by a wealth tax on billionaires. 

Now that really would be a winner.

Richard Jones is a former NSW 

MLC and is now a ceramist. 

Leadership in a crisis
David Lowe

W hile the national 

media was focused on 

the federal election 

announcement being delayed by 

Tropical Cyclone Alfred, for those of 

us who were close to the storm, it 

was striking to see how differently 

state and federal leaders handled 

this situation compared to their 

predecessors.

Arriving before the disaster, 

accompanied by proper resources, 

including the ADF? 

This is pretty much unheard 

of, as far as the Northern Rivers 

and South East Queensland is 

concerned. 

Labor NSW Premier Chris Minns, 

Minister for Emergency Services 

Jihad Dib, PM Anthony Albanese, 

Treasurer Jim Chalmers and local 

members are to be congratulated 

for the way they stepped up on this 

occasion.

The prime minister made an 

excellent speech as the cyclone 

approached, thanking the public 

servants and media for playing 

crucial roles in preserving public 

safety, along with the communities 

coming together to help one 

another across political and 

geographic borders.

‘On behalf of the Australian 

government, we have your back, 

and Australians have each other’s 

back at this important time as well.’

Liberal v Labor
It’s a far cry from Malcolm 

Turnbull showing up after the 2017 

flood and pretending to scrub floors 

in Lismore, or Scott Morrison flying 

to Hawaii while the Black Summer 

fires were raging.

Opposition Leader Peter 

Dutton’s own electorate of Dickson 

was directly in the firing line of 

Cyclone Alfred, but he decided 

to abandon the region shortly 

after attending an emergency 

briefing so he could fly to a Liberal 

fundraising event with hospitality 

billionaire Justin Hemmes in 

Vaucluse.

Yes, this is the same billionaire 

who was caught and penalised for 

underpaying 14,000 employees 

last year.

While people like Jim 

Chalmers and the Greens’ Max 

Chandler-Mather were literally 

filling sandbags, the closest Peter 

Dutton got to the action was a 

Queensland radio interview in 

which he said he hadn’t taped up 

his windows yet.

Of course the traditional role 

of politicians at these times is 

to provide useful words and 

reassurance, not hold shovels or 

hoses. Unfortunately, Albo’s fine 

words ran out when a journalist 

had the temerity to ask the PM to 

connect the dots between Tropical 

Cyclone Alfred, a heating ocean and 

the worsening climate crisis.

Pressed on whether new 

emission targets would be released 

before the election, Albanese 

obfuscated and said, ‘I take 

climate change seriously, and my 

government takes climate change 

seriously.’

Unfortunately though, not 

seriously enough to stop approving 

coal and gas projects, which may 

have contributed to the Greens 

getting their best-ever result in the 

Western Australian election on the 

weekend.

The next federal election is due 

to be held on or before May 17.

David Lowe is an award-

winning filmmaker, writer and 

photographer, and is part of 

Cloudcatcher Media.
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Remembering 

I was living at the end of 

Middle Pocket when Zoe 

hovered off Gladstone, with a 

big wet tail blowing easterly 

gales off the ocean for over a 

week. More than 1,500mm of 

rain fell in Byron Shire in just 

three days!

We had to scream to be 

heard above the sound of 

rain drumming on our cor-

rugated iron roof. The creek 

outside became a raging 

torrent and washed three 

metres of riverbank away, 

taking our road bridge made 

from tallowwood trees and 

ironbark sleepers with it. 

A week after the worst of 

it, we hitched a ride to town 

on the back of Lenny Philip’s 

Bedford truck.

The entire Billinudgel 

valley was a vast orange 

lake, with only the top of 

white posts marking where 

the road was. Standing on 

the back of the truck was 

like being on the bridge of a 

ship, with a long V-shaped 

wake stretching for hundreds 

of metres into the flooded 

properties on both sides.

These lucid impressions 

remain with me as clearly as 

the days they happened.

Michael Balson 

Upper Wilsons Creek

Attacks lack nuance
I really value The Echo. A big 

thank you to all the drudges. 

I’ve even chipped in lousy $5 

a month through PressPa-

tron for years.

Part of your role is to hold 

power to account. It appears 

that you generally do so 

by presenting a glass-half-

empty view of Byron Shire 

Council. This might be less 

effective than balance, but 

not sweating nuance must 

make it easier to get the 

paper out each week.

I’m not here to change 

your general tone towards 

Council, nor defend Council 

or any particular project, 

but calling councillors 

‘clowns’ and ‘bozos’ only 

undermines your paper’s 

authority and reach.

If you think you see 

a ‘real time collapse of 

political integrity’ (such 

melodrama!) then ad 

hominem attacks only add 

to it. We should all beware 

of our tendencies towards 

cheap mockery, ideology, 

and tribalism.

Our world is complex and 

challenging, so it’s inevitable 

we’ll disagree. But let’s 

try to do so with respect, 

reasonable compromise, 

and cooperation. May cool 

heads, kind thoughts and 

wise words prevail – and if 

you think they’re missing, 

then lead by example and 

produce a paper that we can 

all continue to value.

Charlie Hewitt

Lennox Head

Mullum hospital site
My wife and I have lived in 

Mullumbimby for 20 years. 

Many like us have come from 

somewhere else but in the 

process have left our families 

and old friends behind. 

Some of us have reached an 

age when we wish to down-

size to a retirement village 

but, because there are none 

in Mullumbimby, have had 

to move elsewhere. This is 

surely regrettable.

Part of the hospital site 

could be set aside for a 

retirement village and this 

would tie in with the existing 

Catholic nursing home on 

the site. Retirement village 

developers could be invited 

to submit expressions of 

interest to test the market. 

If there was an interest in 

establishing one in Mullum-

bimby, the sale of this part 

of the site could be offset 

against the cost incurred by 

Council in dealing with the 

asbestos contamination at 

the site. 

Wed 12 mar Jon J Bradley
Thu 13 mar Donny Shade duo
Fri 14 mar Paperlane
Sat 15 mar Hillbilly skank
Sun 16 mar Ally Palmer Duo
Mon 17 mar Guy Kachel
Tues 18 mar leigh James
Wed 19 mar Dan Hannaford

AND THE FAMOUS 

RAILS kitchen
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cash will work just as well. Photo Jeff ‘Money Bags’ Dawson
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This will reduce or 

eliminate the need to recover 

costs from the balance of the 

site. This in turn will reduce 

the cost of low-cost housing 

by reducing or eliminating 

the land component from 

the overall cost. This will 

enable rents to be lower thus 

satisfying the requirement of 

low-cost housing.

The retirement develop-

ment should Include a level 

of nursing which could be 

integrated with the higher 

level of care at the Catholic 

nursing home which, I under-

stand, was suggested by 

them. Linking these facilities 

is surely good planning.

I welcome feedback to 

this scheme.

Chris Abraham

Mullumbimby

Vote for our 

Our children are looking to 

us. They see the fires, floods, 

and rising heat and ask: will 

our adults act in time?

Right now, the answer 

isn’t good enough. Since 

coming to power, Labor has 

approved 32 new coal and 

gas projects (!) and our local 

MP Justine Elliot has failed 

to stand up for real climate 

action. The only party taking 

a firm stand against new 

fossil fuels is the Greens.

This election, we have a 

simple but powerful choice: 

vote for a liveable future. 

Voting for urgent climate 

action protects the places 

we love, the water we drink, 

and the future our kids 

deserve. It’s one of the most 

meaningful ways to create 

real change.

Let’s also talk to our 

friends, neighbours, and 

community about why this 

matters. The wellbeing that 

comes from knowing we’re 

doing everything we can for 

our children is priceless.

Our kids are counting 

on us. Let’s show them that 

when they asked us to act, 

we listened.

Shamila Millard

Goonengerry

Another Wategos 
mega-mansion?
Why? Why seek to clear 

protected littoral rainforest, 

excavate up to eight metres 

into the hillside to build 

two dwellings with multiple 

rooms and swimming pools 

which will probably only be 

used for a few weeks a year?

Why pools when you have 

a perfectly good beach close 

by? Isn’t that the whole point 

of living near the ocean?

And why Wategos? Why 

not buy multimillion-dollar 

mansions that have already 

been constructed some-

where else?

And last but not least, 

why add financial burden to 

the Byron Council in the form 

of exorbitant legal fees, when 

that money could be used 

for much-needed essential 

services?

Mary Flaskas

Goonellabah

Answers
I have asked numerous 

questions of the Byron Shire 

Council’s (BSC’s) executive 

staff and engineering with-

out getting any real answers, 

let’s try again.

What is the annual cost 

of exporting BSC’s landfill to 

elsewhere and the total cost 

of this to date?

Myocum quarry, just 

metres away, is no longer 

being used as a quarry and 

would be ideal for a landfill 

site. Has this site been con-

sidered for landfill?

Also, regarding the inflow 

infiltration occurring in the 

sewer gravity mains on the 

eastern side of Mullumbimby 

and throughout the CBD. 

How long will it be before 

action is taken to fix this 

problem? The current plant 

at Brunswick Valley has over-

flowed the treatment plant’s 

confines during rain events 

on numerous occasions. 

These plants do not like being 

hydraulically overloaded. 

The infiltration problem is 

not going to improve, it will 

continue to worsen. What is 

being considered to alleviate 

this problem?

Water and Sewer had a 

contractor in Mullumbimby 

for the last five years who 

was supposedly meant to 

reline the problem mains. To 

date has there been evidence 

shown to confirm any of the 

real problem areas were 

relined successfully?

Alan Dickens

Byron Bay

A cautionary tale
I used a local electrician to 

install a new stove recently 

and he provided me with a 

handwritten invoice for $310 

which I paid by bank transfer. 

However, I misread the 6 

for an 8 on his account so my 

funds went to an unknown 

recipient. My bank tells me 

it is unable to recover my 

money. I have to wear the 

loss. Both banks – mine and 

the recipient’s – are aware of 

the recipient’s BSB / account 

details. Why is it beyond their 

capacity to alert the account 

holder to my mistake and 

seek to reverse the deposit? 

As for my eyesight, I’ve gone 

ahead and had the cataracts 

removed. Still, I’m 77 and 

$310 is not nothing.

Paul Rea

Coorabell

Cyclones, elections 
and climate change
With Cyclone Alfred bearing 

down on South East Queens-

land and Northern NSW it’s 

opportune as we enter the 

leadup to the 2025 federal 

election, to raise yet again 

the issue of climate change.

Sadly, the world is far 

off track from achieving the 

much-heralded target of 

zero net emissions by 2050, 

despite the fact that global 

production of wind and solar 

energy in 2024 produced 

15 per cent of the world’s 

electric power.

The International Energy 

Agency calculated in 2021 

that greenhouse gas emis-

sions would need to decline 

40 per cent from 34 to 21 

gigatons by the end of 2023 

for the world to have any 

chance of reaching the 2050 

zero target. However, the 

scoreboard for those three 

years shows emissions went 

up ten per cent, (not down) 

reaching 37.4 gigatons. 

A gigaton is one billion 

tons of CO2, so 37.4 gigatons 

equals 37,400,000,000 tons 

of carbon dioxide pumped 

into our atmosphere, trap-

ping heat and causing planet 

warming.

The scientifically-meas-

ured planetary temperature 

increase from 1900 to 2024 is 

between 1.1 and 1.3C, which 

is enough to melt polar and 

mountain ice sheets, causing 

the release of gigatons of fresh 

water into the world’s oceans. 

Scary stuff! That changes the 

temperature and chemistry 

of ocean currents and the 

ripple effect: bush fires, loss 

of marine life, cyclones, etc. 

▶ Please read full letter 

in The Echo online: 

www.echo.net.au/letters.

Terry Sharples

Tweed Heads

Personal tech support for bamboozled bipeds

0431 122 057
�

1/53 Tamar St, Ballina
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byrondogrescue.org  •  Ph 0492 862 905

Op Shop
Cnr Tweed St & Booyun St 

Brunswick Heads 
Next to IGA Supermarket

Mon to Fri 10am–4pm
Sat 10am–1pm

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

Uki Buttery 
Bazaar Market

Lasstt oof the 70s ssttyyle markets
Third Sunday of every month

NEXT MARKET Sunday 
16th March, 8am–2pm

The Old Butteryy FaFactory at historic c UkUki Village
PARKING G AVAVAILABLE AT SWEWEETETNAM PARK 
JJuusstt a countryy ddrive away!

Info/stallholders phone 04887 37 329 150     UkiButteryBazaarMarket

Food, music, coffee, clothing, books, plants, art & 
craft, vinyl records, second hand & much more...

Main act:

LEOPARD 
ZEBRA 
TIGER

LIVE 
MUSIC

Supported by:
ZAC CRACKALAKA, 
EMPRESS KATIA, 

ANYA + SHEY

newspower.com.au

SAVE
BIG

Follow us on Insta
@byronshireecho

▶ Continued from page 11
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‘If they don’t give you a seat at 
the table, bring a folding chair.

– Shirley Chisholm
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Station Street DA
I attended last week’s 

meeting about the 

proposed 57 Station Street 

development, which Council 

says will (might?) include 

32 units for social and 

affordable housing, plus 

some shops but no parking 

or public toilets. Council says 

it is working on alternative 

spaces for car parks and 

other community uses, and 

apparently has made good 

progress in getting access to 

sections of the rail corridor, 

which is great news.

The meeting was 

informative about the 

development, especially 

in regard to how little is 

known about it. It was 

also informative that all 

councillors I heard speak 

were not open to listening to 

the concerns of all residents.

Councillors portrayed 

the current position as 

having been arrived at after 

community consultation, 

seemingly considering 

Council meetings as 

community consultation. 

If there was community 

consultation, the current 

community concerns 

show the consultation was 

ineffective.

Councillors said it had 

taken five years to get the 

Station Street proposal 

to its current stage and 

sought to use that as a 

reason now to not properly 

consider other sites. There 

is broad community support 

for social and affordable 

housing on other sites. It 

seems everyone expects and 

supports the old hospital site 

to be developed as social 

housing. There seems to be 

broad community support 

to consider redevelopment 

of Council’s car park – a 

bigger site with better 

access – but which Council 

says is unacceptable, mostly 

so Council has flexibility for 

its own future development 

needs.

Rather than forcing the 

Station Street proposal on 

the community, Council 

could readily generate great 

community support and 

goodwill, and deliver a better 

outcome with more housing, 

by reviewing the use of the 

Council car park site.

I did not hear anyone in 

the meeting speak against 

the need for social and 

affordable housing, or 

indeed housing in general. 

I did hear many people 

talking against opaque 

decision-making processes 

and against poor urban 

design.

With proper community 

consultation and 

considered urban planning, 

development of social 

and affordable housing 

in our community can be 

a model for success. We 

want and need social and 

affordable housing, as part 

of a welcoming and vibrant 

community. Forcing a 

poorly-designed outcome 

on the community is akin to 

snatching defeat from the 

jaws of victory.

Paul Cholakos

Montecollum

Councillors 

Two weeks ago I attended 

the residents’ meeting 

regarding the proposed 

Mullumbimby affordable 

housing development (on 

public land) bordering 

several local businesses. 

I was saddened to 

witness some of the 

councillors berating the 

residents for expressing 

their views on this proposal. 

The current proposal will 

see its ONLY access onto 

a laneway frequented by 

commercial vehicles, the 

proposed residents living 

with poor ventilation and 

light, inadequate parking 

lots allocated for future 

residents, the loss of 

our public car park, the 

concerning loss of access for 

the businesses bordering this 

car park, the need for one 

metre of fill, and the obvious 

loss of local amenity. I could 

go on.

Frankly a clear alternative 

is the parking lot beside 

the Council chambers. 

This proposal can either 

be built above the retained 

car park on land which is 

well ventilated and has a 

lot of natural light, or built 

on this site and car parking 

can be provided for Byron 

Shire Council staff on the 

proposed parking areas near 

the rail line. When this was 

raised at the meeting as an 

alternative to the current 

proposal, Mayor Ndiaye 

said that this would require 

solar panels being moved 

(!) and that Byron Council 

may also wish to expand 

the Council building in the 

future – and so this option 

was not considered. This 

astounded me as there 

is clearly sufficient space 

for both this proposed 

residential development and 

for Council’s possible future 

expansion.

Bronwyn Morris

Montecollum

Up in the air!
Letters in The Echo (March 

5) criticising the conduct of 

councillors at the February 

24 meeting concerning the 

proposed development at 

57 Station Street were on 

the money. I witnessed the 

disgraceful behaviour of 

three particular councillors 

and suggest an apology 

to the residents would be 

appropriate.

Particularly galling 

was the way in which the 

residents were berated and 

demeaned by councillors 

for ‘not understanding 

the housing crisis’ and 

being ‘privileged house 

owners’. Neither claim was 

a useful contribution to 

the discussion and instead 

served to inflame an already 

fractious atmosphere.

I suggest most residents 

are well aware of the 

housing problem and fail 

to understand why the 

significantly larger Byron 

Shire Council car park has 

been dismissed as an option 

to address it. Especially 

as its larger area could 

allow a greater impact 

than 57 Station Street, with 

fewer planning and traffic 

difficulties and adverse 

effects on businesses.

It’s now up to the 

Northern Rivers Local 

Planning Panel to assess the 

development application 

(DA). Once the DA is on public 

exhibition (probably this 

month or next) submissions 

can be made. I would ask 

people to use this as a means 

of airing their feelings. 

My hope is that the panel 

will take account of the 

many flaws and difficulties 

associated with the 57 

Station Street site and reject 

the DA. The mystery is why 

Byron Shire councillors did 

not, and have supported this 

site to bring us to where we 

are now! 

I urge councillors to 

swallow their pride; retain 57 

Station Street as a car park 

and instead consider their 

own car park to address the 

housing crisis to a much 

greater extent than their 

chosen site would allow, 

without all the incumbent 

problems.

Steve Bellerby

Mullumbimby
ballinarsl

SCAN FOR MORE
ENTERTAINMENT
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Mullum car park development 
continues to raise ire of locals
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Richard Hil

U pheaval, chaos, disruption. 

These are just a few of 

the words being applied 

to the Trump administration's 

barrage of policy changes. For a lot 

of observers, the pace and scale of 

these changes feel like a category 

5 cyclone, packing immense 

destructive power and sending 

people running for cover – or to the 

streets and courtrooms. 

Radical right-wing 
ideology

What’s clear is that many of 

Trump’s policies are being driven 

by a radical, almost revolutionary 

ideology courtesy of the right-wing 

think tank, the Heritage Foundation. 

It’s a ragbag of incoherent 

thought-mush and naked 

prejudices aimed at upending every 

aspect of American life, as well as 

the international order. 

It’s being egged on by Steve 

Bannon’s mantra of ‘muzzle 

velocity’, a strategy designed 

to overwhelm, confuse and 

quash all political opposition. 

The general idea is to enact as 

many changes in the shortest 

timeframe as possible, thereby 

keeping opponents on the back 

foot. And it works. At least in the 

short term. 

In Australia, with the federal 

election nearly upon us, many 

are wondering whether a Dutton 

government will mimic Trump’s 

shock and awe strategy.  

We’d like to think that 

government policies are 

formulated in the best interests 

of citizens, and that such policies 

are based on rational, carefully 

thought-out decisions – and that 

they will cause minimal harm.  

Robodebt
If only. We know that many 

government measures are about 

wanting to appear strong and 

tough, and/or simply to appease an 

angry electorate. 

It’s no surprise that resulting 

decisions can inflict great harm 

on those impacted. Think about 

Robodebt, refugees. Consider too 

the plight of the Palestinians and 

the federal government’s refusal to 

name the Gaza horror as genocide. 

Think of the continuing support for 

the fossil fuel industry and the fact 

that wealth inequality is widening 

in Australia, with around three 

million people under the poverty 

line.

Not all this can be sheeted home 

directly to the government, but the 

failure to act is as bad as deliberate 

legislative cruelty. 

Kindness and compassion
On 20 March, Emeritus Professor 

Stuart Rees, founder of the 

Sydney Peace Foundation and 

one of Australia’s most prominent 

peace campaigners, and Dr Sue 

Wareham, President of the Medical 

Association for Prevention of War 

will discuss how kindness and 

compassion rather than cruelty can 

inform policy making. 

They outline why this is 

important, and how moral 

principle might take precedence 

over pragmatism and self-interest. 

There’s a case here for political 

courage: arguing your case based 

on what you actually believe and 

the values you espouse. 

If kindness and compassion, 

based upon human rights and 

international humanitarian law, 

guided policy making would 

we have refugees languishing 

on prison islands or Indigenous 

people continuing to suffer terrible 

privations? I doubt it. 

Stuart and Sue will speak to 

Beyond Cruel: Ensuring Kindness 

and Compassion in Public Policy

at the M-Arts, Murwillumbah, 20 

March. Doors open at 5.30pm, main 

event starts at 6.45pm. Food and 

drinks are available.  

For tickets visit: www.trybooking.

com/events/landing/1355007.

The Echo isn’t a multinational, or even interstate-based, media group that 

employs a couple of locals for each publication and does the minimum 

necessary to send maximum profits out of our area. Why? Because we’re not 

smart enough. We haven’t even set up as a NFP to reduce the tax we pay. 

The fact that last year we gave more money back to this community than we 

gained from advertising is due solely to financial mismanagement – basically 

we employ far too many local people.

Supporting local 
businesses keeps 
the local economy 
circular and strong.

We pay 25 employees every week, more than double that if you include 

all the contract columnists, IT people, the 20-odd distributors and so on. 

And annoyingly, even though no-one at The Echo gets paid a lot, we can’t get 

them to resign and find a job elsewhere.

So, if you’re a local business that would like to make a direct contribution to 

your local economy, and loves being part of a lively and engaged community 

with access to accurate news and information, advertise with The Echo!

Losers supporting locals

KEEPING THE HYPE OUT OF HYPERLOCAL SINCE 1986

Articles

Beyond cruelty in public policy – how kindness and compassion can create impact

Sue Wareham, President of the Medical Association 

for Prevention of War. Photo supplied

Emeritus Professor Stuart Rees, founder of the 

Sydney Peace Foundation. Photo supplied

Former mayor battled to ‘Save the Tweed’

T he former long-serving 

mayor of Tweed Shire, 

Max Boyd AM, has 

laid bare the decades-long 

struggle he, other councillors, 

and the community fought 

to stop corruption and over-

development of their shire.

The 91-year-old Mr Boyd 

retired in 2008 after serving 

as one of three administrators 

of the shire appointed by the 

state government in 2005, 

following an inquiry. The 

inquiry led to the council’s 

sacking after it found the 

ruling majority were ‘puppets 

of developers’.

Mr Boyd has just published 

his autobiography, Saving 

Paradise – The Tweed Under 

Siege, in which he details 

the turbulence that flowed 

from the numerous probes 

and inquiries the NSW 

government conducted 

because of council 

controversies and community 

unrest over unpopular, 

rampant development.

Developers from the 

so-called ‘glitzy’ high-rise 

Gold Coast and elsewhere 

were drawn to the 

picturesque Tweed ‘honey 

pot’ with its unspoiled 

30-kilometre coastline just 

down from Surfers Paradise.

But with mega profits over 

land deals came corruption 

and political shenanigans, 

which Mr Boyd, other council-

lors, and community groups 

tussled with all the way.

In his 145-page book, 

Mr Boyd also details his life 

growing up in the Tweed 

Valley on his family farm at 

Dulguigan, where he still 

lives with his wife Marguerite, 

as well as the legacy he left 

for the Tweed Shire after his 

44-year-long stint as a leader.

He was first elected to 

council at the age of 30 in 

1964 but sadly just three 

years later succumbed to 

a rare ailment he was born 

with, Buerger’s Disease, 

which led to the amputation 

of his lower right leg.

But he bravely faced that 

challenge with determination 

and, despite the disability, 

continued his farming 

activities, and worked as 

a tourism officer / Tweed 

travel centre manager for two 

decades, while continuously 

serving as a councillor.

In his book, Mr Boyd 

looks extensively into the 

background of council 

politics and what led to the 

several corruption inquiries 

which preceded the sacking 

of council.

The cover of the book 

features two controversial 

high-rise tower projects 

which Mr Boyd said ‘stood 

out like sore thumbs among 

the low-rise structures 

dominating the Tweed 

landscape’.

The 25-storey Seascape 

tower and 27-storey 

Pinehurst were approved by 

Tweed Shire Council in 1981, 

‘sparking community unrest 

as they were seen as the tip of 

the iceberg for looming Gold 

Coast glitter-strip style of 

high-rise canyons’.

‘The approval process 

was cloaked in secrecy and 

several years later it would 

emerge how widespread the 

skullduggery was, involving 

members of parliament, 

some councillors and 

questionable developer 

consultants,’ Mr Boyd says in 

his book.

In late 2004, the state 

government set up an inquiry 

led by Emeritus Professor 

Maurice Daly, after it received 

a growing number of 

complaints about councillor 

dealings with developers.

The inquiry, Mr Boyd 

said, ‘unmasked’ the seven 

members of the ruling 

conservative council faction 

‘as imposters who acted as 

puppets of developers’.
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Emma Briggs

A s I anticipate my 

first encounter with 

a tropical cyclone, 

I find it hard to sit still and 

thoughts swirl through my 

mind like the winds in the 

storm. Waiting for the gale to 

start and the rain to bucket 

down, I keep thinking about 

the cognitive dissonance of 

these times and the insane 

‘realities’ we are asked to 

accept every day.

We seem to have tran-

sitioned from denying the 

weather is changing, through 

denying that humans are 

to blame for it, to resigning 

ourselves that it is inevitable. 

What happened to trying 

to prevent the vast amount 

of suffering that we are 

unleashing on ourselves 

and all other living beings? 

Why aren’t we doing every 

possible thing in our power 

to protect our home and 

survive?

Consequences of 
burning fossil fuels

As I write, the water tem-

perature is 26.6°C in Byron 

Bay and 26.9°C in Brisbane, 

and it is these elevated 

temperatures, plus the lack 

of an upper trough of cold 

air, that are causing Cyclone 

Alfred to intensify instead of 

abate as it approaches land. 

The world is laying out the 

consequences of burning 

fossil fuels before us in a way 

that could not be clearer.

It might seem on the sur-

face as if our beloved leaders 

are finally considering 

planning to take some sort 

of action to mitigate global 

heating, but it doesn’t take 

much digging to discover 

their words are meaningless 

and their deeds are hollow.

Global climate science 

institute Climate Analytics 

released a report last year 

showing that current Austral-

ian government policies 

will lead to CO2 emissions 

increasing by 50 per cent 

over the next decade. The 

report predicts that by 2035 

Australia’s fossil fuel exports, 

along with domestic CO2

emissions, would consume 

nine per cent of the remain-

ing global carbon budget to 

limit warming to 1.5°C.

Australia is a high 
emitter of CO

While governments 

pretend that, like taking food 

from someone else’s plate, 

exports somehow don’t 

count, Australia remains one 

of the highest per capita emit-

ters in the world. Last year 

The Australia Institute found 

that subsidies to fossil fuel 

industries had increased by 31 

per cent to reach $14.5 billion.

According to the report, 

‘Australia is not taking 

serious action on climate 

change. Instead, the majority 

of its governments continue 

to subsidise the fossil fuel 

industry and greenwash 

their poor climate policies.’ 

All of these distressing 

statistics are presented to 

us as practicalities of the 

modern world and simple 

facts of life.

Sometimes I feel crazy 

and extreme in this society, 

but deep down I know it is 

an entirely reasonable desire 

to live in a world without 

food and water shortages, 

ever-increasing heat and 

devastating natural disasters 

occurring nearly every week.

In the upcoming election, 

the mainstream narrative 

tells us that we have to 

choose between a party that 

has just approved four new 

coal mines, with many more 

in the pipeline, or one that 

is trying to distract us with a 

nuclear fantasy that won’t be 

operative for 20 years, while 

they increase coal production 

and cap renewable energy.

Time to change the 
vision

I can’t accept this version 

of reality. We don’t have to 

go along with a story so full 

of plot holes and logical fal-

lacies. It is both possible and 

urgently necessary to change 

the narrative and create a 

future worth living for. We 

need to vote as though our 

existence depends on it, and 

we need to take immediate 

action to protect this world, 

our home.

Emma Briggs is 

the Convenor, Byron 

Environment Centre.

marchforforests.org

RAILWAYY PARK
BYRONN BAYY  

10AM

m

Waiting for the great leap forward Urgent changes needed to 
Early Drug Diversion program

I t has been a year since 

the Early Drug Diversion 

Initiative (EDDI) came 

into effect in NSW and 

advocates have highlighted a 

number of ways the program 

can be improved. 

The EDDI came into effect 

on 29 February last year with 

the aim to address some of 

the harms caused by our 

unfair drug laws.

‘Unfortunately, the 

implementation of EDDI 

has been a disappointing 

missed opportunity, many 

people had hoped for better 

for those they love who are 

living with drug dependency,’ 

Alice Salomon, Uniting NSW.

ACT’s Head of Advocacy said. 

‘Any positive change to 

the way we approach drug 

use and dependency in NSW 

is always welcome – but we 

know that the chance for 

diversion through EDDI is 

being delivered unevenly 

across the state. 

Equitable program 
needed

‘Preliminary data shows 

that EDDI is more available 

for those who use cocaine or 

MDMA and those who aren’t 

First Nations, making EDDI 

a system that favours those 

with privilege. People who 

would be more likely to be 

able to afford a lawyer are 

also more likely to receive 

diversion rather than a court 

date. 

‘So instead of creating 

pathways to treatment for 

people who are experiencing 

drug dependency, EDDI has 

continued to treat the people 

who could benefit most from 

that approach as criminals, 

with all the harm, shame and 

stigma that goes with that.  

‘It’s clear that NSW needs 

evidence-based, equitable 

and inclusive diversion 

programs which will result in 

better outcomes for people. 

This means all people should 

be eligible to access them, 

including First Nations 

people, those without 

means, younger people and 

people with prior convic-

tions,’ Alice said. 

From 29 February to 11 

August 2024 the diversion 

rate for the state was 6.4 per 

cent according to an assess-

ment of the program by the 

Drug Police Monitoring Pro-

gram, How is the Early Drug 
Diversion Initiative going? via 

University of Sydney. That 

saw a 8.2 per cent diversion 

rate in the Tweed/Byron 

Police District and a 2.7 per 

cent diversion rate in the 

Richmond Police District that 

covers Ballina and Lismore 

regions.

Race, age or privilege 
shouldn’t determine 
diversion options

‘A fairer diversion model 

should also have no or low 

fines and no limit to the 

number of times a person 

can be diverted. A limited 

number of ‘strikes’ could 

exclude a person experienc-

ing drug dependency – 

someone who is more likely 

to benefit from a health and 

welfare response. 

‘Let’s be clear, everyone, 

no matter where you live, 

your race, which drug is 

in your pocket or your life 

circumstances, should 

have access to a health and 

welfare response. They 

should be able to be diverted 

away from the criminal 

justice system through the 

EDDI scheme for possessing 

a small amount of drugs for 

personal use. 

‘The vast majority of the 

community, as revealed in 

survey after survey, supports 

this approach,’ Alice said. 

‘We are hopeful that the 

NSW Drug Summit report 

will, amongst other impor-

tant measures, recommend 

that the government address 

the inequity of access to 

EDDI. 

‘It will also look at 

whether the penalty for 

drug possession should be 

changed to either a caution 

or diversion to an escalating 

health and welfare response 

should the circumstances 

indicate that this could be 

helpful,’ Alice said. 

Samantha Lee, Supervis-

ing Solicitor at Redfern Legal 

Centre said: ‘Just a week 

after the NSW Drug Summit, 

I had two clients charged 

with minor drug possession. 

They were issued with Court 

Attendance Notices, even 

though they had no criminal 

record and the amount of 

drugs involved was so low 

that a diversion should 

have been the first course of 

action.  

‘Instead, my clients face 

a lengthy and stressful court 

process.  

‘I hope that, in the end, 

they can avoid a conviction 

and a criminal record, which 

could have detrimental 

consequences for their work 

and travel opportunities, ‘ 

Samantha said. 

Illustrations of global warming: the colourful weather maps of Tropical Cyclone Alfred.
People caught with small 

amounts of drugs can be 

diverted to a health-based 

program. 
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BYRON COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
The most sought-after Visual Arts course 

in town!

Don’t miss out! Byron Community College 

has just opened applications for their wildly 

popular (so popular they filled a second 

group last term!) CUA31120 Certificate III in 

Visual Arts course.

Subsidised* and nationally-recognised, this 

arts certification is for creatives looking to 

develop a diverse range of visual art skills. 

You’ll be producing stunning paintings, 

sculptures, prints, and digital images while 

honing your creativity and expression. Their 

hands-on approach ensures that you not 

only learn the fundamentals of artistry but 

also cultivate your unique style and vision.

Held in their famous Laneway Studio, part 

of the vibrant ‘Community Arts Hub’.

Be quick! https://byroncollege.org.

au/course-category/nationally-rec-

ognised-training or call 6684 3374

*for eligible students. This training is subsidised by the 

NSW Government. RTO: 90013

TURN YOUR LAND 
INTO PASSIVE 
INCOME!

If you own 5+ acres of scenic property, 

partner with Into The Wild Escapes to place 

an off-grid tiny home and enjoy a truly 

passive income. Their off-grid getaways 

reconnect guests with nature, offering 

them an authentic taste of Australia’s wild 

beauty. Meanwhile, you benefit from having 

them on your land, leaving you free to enjoy 

the rewards. At Into The Wild Escapes, they 

handle everything, from marketing, booking 

and customer service to property mainte-

nance, ensuring a seamless experience for 

you and your guests. By joining their mis-

sion to rewild, you’ll help create meaningful 

connections with nature, support regional 

tourism, and promote sustainable travel. 

Get in touch to find out how your land can 

become an eco-friendly retreat.

host@intothewildescapes.comwww.

intothewildescapes.com

MULLUM PLANT FAIR 
The Mullum Plant Fair is postponing to late April due to the impacts of Cyclone Alfred. Many 

of the nurseries are still cut off, so to plan for the best event possible, it’s best to move to a 

time when we’ve all recovered from its impacts. 

The Mullum Plant Fair is a haven for plant-passionate people, gardeners, and eco-

conscious communities seeking a day of inspiration, education, and sustainable living. 

Keep an eye out for updates! Come support 

recovering local businesses and enjoy 

delicious food, drinks, talks, and something 

for the kids too. A chance to revive your 

garden with beautiful natives, fruit trees, and 

ornamentals while learning about what is 

great for growing in our region!

Date: Likely last Saturday in April

Location: Mullumbimby Showgrounds

Time: 9am–2pm

Gold Coin Donation

https://mullumseed.org.au

EARNING YOUR INTEREST
While declining interest rates are great for mortgages, 

they have the opposite effect on your savings accounts 

and term deposits. Partner with Ord Minnett’s trusted 

financial advisers to maximise your and your family’s 

investments with smarter strategies to secure your 

financial future. Ord Minnett has more than $67 billion 

of Funds Under Advice, working with clients around 

Australia and right here in Byron Bay. 

Their local advisers Jake Blumberg and Sam La Cava 

specialise in fixed-income investments that grow and protect your wealth, while delivering 

consistent returns. Join the 2.6 million Australians seeking financial advice each year. 

Start a conversation with Ord Minnett today. 

Private Wealth Advisers 

Jake Blumberg, phone 02 8216 6359, email jblumberg@ords.com.au or Sam La Cava, 

phone 02 8216 6301, email slacava@ords.com.au or visit ords.com.au 

Legal disclaimer: Ord Minnett is the trading brand of Ord Minnett Limited ABN 86 002 733 048, holder of AFS 

Licence Number 237121, a Market Participant of ASX Limited and Cboe Australia Pty Limited and a Member of the 

Stockbrokers and Investment Advisers Association.

RICHARDSON MURRAY FAMILY LAWYERS 
Richardson Murray Family Lawyers is a 

leading family law firm based in Byron 

Bay, renowned for its exceptional legal 

services and commitment to supporting 

clients through challenging family matters. 

With extensive experience in divorce, 

child custody, property settlements, and 

domestic violence cases, the firm’s team 

of dedicated professionals ensures clients 

receive personalised and empathetic 

legal advice. Known for their expertise, 

integrity, and results-driven approach, 

Richardson Murray offers tailored solutions 

to resolve disputes efficiently, whether 

through negotiation or litigation. Their 

deep understanding of the complexities of 

family law, combined with a compassionate 

approach, has earned them a stellar 

reputation in the region. 

Richardson Murray Family Lawyers is the 

go-to choice for those seeking trusted legal 

counsel in Northern NSW.

42 Parkes Avenue, Byron Bay

info@richardson-murray.law

www.richardson-murray.law

BUILDING WEALTH, EMPOWERING LIVES
Meet Alana Pincombe from Viridian Advisory, located in the scenic Northern Rivers region 

of NSW. Growing up in country Victoria, Alana cherishes the warmth of small communities 

something she’s found again by the coast and the hinterlands. 

With over 15 years of experience in financial services, she uses her expertise in financial 

planning, combined with a genuine, caring approach, to create tailored strategies for 

young families and retirees. 

Collaboration is essential to success: Alana partners 

with accountants, lawyers, brokers and other spe-

cialists across Viridian’s network to deliver holistic 

advice, covering all her clients’ needs. 

Beyond the everyday, Alana works with the Cancer 

Council Pro Bono Program, reflecting her dedication 

to giving back. Her mission? Providing life changing 

financial advice, one guided step at a time.

apincombe@viridianadvisory.com.au

0491 204 142

www.viridianadvisory.com.au

GLOBAL RIPPLE CHARITY
Thrift your heart out at the newly 
expanded Global Ripple Charity! With 
eclectic treasures for everyone, a great 
atmosphere, and now even more space 
full of treasures galore, it’s the perfect 
place to spend a few hours and find some 
amazing bargains while supporting a local 
charity. You can shop knowing that every 
penny spent is directly supporting people 
in need.

If you would like to support Global Ripple, 

drop off your preloved items, donate furni-

ture and spread the word.

Open Monday-Saturday 9am–4:30pm

Located 2 Grevillea St, Byron 

(behind Bunnings)
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Eateries Guide
Good Taste

LENNOX HEAD

Views, Brews, Cocktails, Beats, and Eats!

Live Music Friday, Sunday.

Bookings essential.

Head to lennoxpizza.com

Follow on Insta: @lennoxpizza

Lennox Pizza
4/74 Ballina St, Lennox Head

Open Mon–Thurs from 3pm 
Fri–Sun from 12pm
Online pick up orders avail-
able daily 12pm

HAPPY HOUR: 3pm–5 pm daily

The Empire
20 Burringbar St, Mullum
6684 2306

Open for brunch and lunch,
Mon–Fri 8am–3.30pm
Sat & Sun 8am–2pm

FB/Insta: EmpireMullum
empiremullum.com.au

The seasonal menu features classic and 
modern dishes with innovative twists. 

Find something for all tastes, from epic burgers 
to vegan delights. Enjoy delectable treats and 

good vibes at this Mullum icon. 

MULLUMBIMBY

Rainforest views, farm to table dining and 
a menu showcasing the best of Northern 

Rivers produce. Forest Byron Bay offers fresh, 
seasonal dishes and crafted cocktails.

Unwind with Golden Hour, 4 to 6pm Tuesday 
to Saturday, or enjoy house-made pasta with 

wine for Pasta Thursday.

Forest Byron Bay
Open 7 days

Breakfast: 7.30 to 10.30am

Lunch on Verandah from 12 to 3pm

Dinner: 5.30 to 9pm

crystalbrookcollection.com/
byron/forest

Bonito Peruvian
@bonitoperuvian

www.bonitoperuvian.com.au

10/54 Simpson Ave, 
Wollongbar

02 6628 3111
Open Wed / Thurs: 3pm to late

Fri / Sat: 12pm to late

Experience the bold and vibrant flavors of 
Peru at Bonito Peruvian in Wollongbar, where 

traditional recipes meet modern creativity. From 
fresh ceviche and anticucho skewers to savory 

ají de gallina, every dish is crafted with authentic 
ingredients and passion. 

Pair your meal with a classic pisco sour and enjoy a 
true taste of Peru in a warm, inviting atmosphere.

WOLLONGBAR

BANGALOW

Tuckshop serves up elevated comfort 
food and familiar favourites featuring 
locally sourced produce with super 
salads and seafood, wagyu steak, 

vegetables cooked on charcoal, and 
refreshing wines and cocktails that cater 

to today’s foodie culture.

Bangalow Tuckshop
Open: Wed to Sat, noon till late.

43 Byron Street, Bangalow

bangalowtuckshop.com

hello@bangalowtuckshop.com.au

@ Bangalowtuckshop

BILLINUDGEL

M E X I C A NM E X I C A N

Rosefina went retro and bought 
a Club Lounge to eat tacos

and drink tequila.

Rosefina’s Mexican
Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Lunch 12pm–2:30pm
Dinner 5pm–8:30pm

Sunday 12pm–8pm

8/10 Wilfred St, Billinudgel
www.rosefinas.place

Hotel Marvell’s Newest Seafood Destination

OYSTER HOUR
Tuesday to Saturday 5–6pm 

Serving $3 oysters

Oyster Bar
4 Marvell St, Byron Bay 
OPEN 7 DAYS
Breakfast 7–11:30am
Lunch 12–4pm 
Dinner 5–10pm
Book
byronbayoysterbar.com.au

North Byron 
Liquor Merchants
61 Bayshore Drive, 
Byron Bay

6685 6500
liquor@northbyronhotel.com.au
Open 10am–8pm daily and
10am-9pm through Summer

‘Byron’s boutique bottle shop’

Local service

Old and rare wines

Natural wines

Craft beers

Specialty tequilas

BYRON BAY (continued)

Welcome to Horizon,
Byron’s newest rooftop bar.

Enjoy hinterland views, stunning sunsets
and signature cocktails showcasing local 

distilleries and breweries.

Horizon Rooftop
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 7 DAYS

Horizon Rooftop, Hotel Marvell
4 Marvell Street, Byron Bay

Open Daily | 12pm – late

NO BOOKINGS REQUIRED

Call: 6685 7385
@horizonbyronbay

BYRON BAY

Open for takeaway daily, 12 midday until dinner. 

Menu and more details

@mainstreet_burgerbar

‘Make a meal of it’
Add chips and a drink, just $5.

Main Street
Open for takeaway daily, 
12 midday until dinner.

Menu, more details –
@mainstreet_burgerbar

18 Jonson Street

6680 8832

CATERING

lizzijjackson@gmail.com

0414 895 441

GLUTEN FREE AND SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS CATERED FOR.

Celebrations 
Cakes by 
Liz JacksonCELEBRATIONSCELEBRATIONS  

BY LIZ JACKSONBY LIZ JACKSON

Roca 
Byron Bay
Sun to Thur–6:30am–10pm
Fri & Sat–6:30am–midnight
14 Lawson St, Byron Bay
(02) 5642 0149 
@rocabyronbay
www.rocabyronbay.com.au

Latin Fusion All-Day Dining
Enjoy delicious casual dining with flavors straight from 

the grill! Savor our chargrilled anticuchos, indulge in 
fresh ceviche & oysters, or elevate your night with the 
Roca dining experience. Pair it all with a classic Pisco 

Sour or our best-selling Hot Like Papi cocktail.

Available daily from 2:30pm to 5pm.

Find more tasty morsels at 

Delicious new winter dinner menu, live jazz 
every Sunday arvo, happy hour 3–5pm Friday 

to Sunday & our famous Sunday roast.

Enjoy a wander in the fields, meet the pigs, 
and picnic in the sun… there really is 

something for everyone.

Three Blue Ducks
The Farm, 11 Ewingsdale Rd.
6190 8966
enquiries@threeblueducks.com
threeblueducks.com/byron

Open 7 days from 7am.
Mon-Thurs: breakfast & lunch
Fri-Sun: breakfast,
lunch & dinner
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The 
Good Life
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Open 6am – 12pm
Monday – Saturday

Shop 6/108 Stuart Street
Mullumbimby.

ALLPRESS ESPRESSSO

C O F F E E  SE H O P

If you’re looking for a nourishing 

way to start your day, look no 

further than the humble maca-

damia nut. They are not only 

delicious, but pack a punch when 

it comes to their health benefits.

Macadamias are rich in healthy 

fats, fibre, and protein—three 

essential nutrients that help 

keep you feeling full and satisfied 

throughout the morning. Their 

high mono-unsaturated fat 

content supports heart health, 

while the fibre aids digestion 

and promotes gut health. They 

are an excellent choice for those 

following low-GI, keto, or low-

sugar diets.

But the real magic happens 

when you pair macadamia with 

a low sugar breakfast. Eating a 

breakfast that is high in quality 

fats and protein, and low in 

refined sugars, helps to stabilise 

your blood sugar levels without 

the post-breakfast sugar crash. 

This is especially important for 

starting your day on the right foot.

Introducing 
Brookfarm’s NEW Low 
Sugar Macadamia & 
Raspberry Granola

This premium low sugar 

granola is naturally low in sugar 

and packed with Australian 

macadamias and tangy raspber-

ries delivering flavour as well as 

a wholesome crunch from nuts 

and seeds.

Unlike traditional granolas 

that often rely on added sugars or 

artificial sweeteners, Brookfarm’s 

granola offers a healthier alterna-

tive with no artificial sweeteners. 

With only 1.6g of sugar per serve, 

it delivers a satisfying crunch. It’s 

made with a blend of 18 all-natu-

ral ingredients, all lightly toasted 

in rich, nutty hazelnut butter and 

Australian macadamia oil.

Cyclone Alfred’s relentless deluge has 

once again tested the mettle of our local 

farmers, with floods disrupting local 

supply chains and threatening their hard-

earned harvests. Yet, amidst the chaos, 

their resilience shines. Summit Organics, 

a beacon of proactive adaptation, 

demonstrates how farmers are forging 

ahead. Despite the challenges, their 

autumn stall overflows with the fruits of 

their labour.

Summit Organics offers a vibrant 

array of seasonal produce. Their climate-

controlled greenhouses, a testament to 

their foresight, ensure a steady supply 

of fresh, leafy greens. Expect crisp 

lettuces, robust kale, and an assortment 

of Asian greens, all thriving despite the 

downpour. Root vegetables, like sweet 

carrots, earthy beetroot, and pungent 

radishes, offer grounding flavours. From 

fresh coriander to fragrant mint, aromatic 

herbs add zest to autumn dishes. Add 

a touch of vibrant beauty to your space 

with their exquisite flowers.

This bounty is no accident. Summit 

Organics’ investments in infrastructure, 

including expanded dams, protective 

hail nets, and soil nourishing, all reflect 

their commitment to sustainable farming. 

They understand that adaptation is not 

a choice, but a necessity. Their dedica-

tion ensures the continuity of our local 

food supply, even in the face of extreme 

weather. So, when you visit their stall, 

remember the farmers’ unwavering dedi-

cation and appreciate the fresh, organic 

produce that graces our tables, a testa-

ment to their resilience and hard work.

You will find Summit Organics at the 

New Brighton Farmers Market every 

Tuesday from 8am to 11 am and at the 

Mullum Farmers Market every Friday from 

7 am to 11am.

Check our websites to see updates on 

whether the markets are open during 

extreme weather conditions.

www.mullumfarmersmarket.org.au

www.newbrightonfarmersmarket.org.au

Resilience a necessity for Tania and Rod Bruin from Summit Organics.

Get in touch now to be a part of the 
Eat Drink Easter magazine.

Northern Rivers’ 

FREE  FREE  

EASTER 

EDITION 

BOOK 
NOW!

Resilience amidst havoc: Summit 
Organics’ autumn bounty

The perfect low sugar breakfast, 
featuring Australian macadamias

What’s more, this granola delivers an excellent source 

of fibre packed with 7.2g per serve, which helps support 

digestive gut health. It’s also vegan, with no preservatives 

or additives and Australian made in Byron Bay, making it a 

wholesome Australian breakfast choice.

Shop now online at brookfarm.com.au and in your local 

independent grocers and health food stores.
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An Australian band that needs little 

introduction, Wolfmother is taking 

over ‘Live at the Pines’ in Brunswick 

Heads, bringing their signature rock 

energy – with special guests The 

Colliflowers, and Off Judy.

Friday from 6pm at the Hotel 
Brunswick. Free show

Popular Byron Bay entertainer, 

Jon J Bradley delivers live, engaging 

and energetic party music from pop 

and retro-rock alternative classics. 

Jon’s earthy acoustic tunes, vocals with 

warm harmonica add the final touches 

to his rhythmic guitar.

Wednesday from 7.30pm at The 
Rails, Byron Bay. Free show

Singer, songwriter and both 

acoustic and electric guitarist, Joe 
Dabron, under the influence of Jeff, 

Jimi and Johnny ( Buckley, Hendrix and 

Cash) creates a mix on the alternate 

side of rock, folk, country and blues. 

Dabron is equally at home performing 

his original tunes or cranking out a set 

of covers in his own style.

Thursday from 6pm at the 
Metropole, Lismore. Free show

Leigh James sings and plays guitar 

effortlessly, as if music was as natural 

to him as breathing – he has a keen 

ear for the right sound for any venue, 

he’s a true professional with a sparkling 

talent including four Dolphin Awards 

on his kitchen cupboard.

Saturday 
from 
4pm 
at the 
Bangalow 
Hotel. 
Free show

Karl S. Williams and Sally Wiggins
make music that is steeped in delta 

blues, gospel and old-time folk, with 

poetic sensibilities that call to mind 

the classic singer-songwriters of 

yesteryear. Together they are liberated 

to lean into the music, playing with 

space and silence as much as notes 

– veering effortlessly from acoustic 

intimacy to fuzzed out garage blues.

Sunday from 3pm at Pearces 
Creek Hall. Tickets from $20 at 
humanitix.com/au

Mala is a classical Indian music 

experience featuring visiting 

artists Suchismita and Debopriya 
Chatterjee from Mumbai. Daughters 

of esteemed musician and composer 

parents, they gravitated towards 

learning the Bansuri flute, firstly from 

Pandit Bholanath Prassanna, then from 

the incredible Bansuri Master Pandit 

Hariprasad Chaurasia.

Sunday from 3pm at the 
Mullum Civic Hall. Tickets 
from $40 at humantix.com 
– search ‘Flute Sisters’

Eclectic Selection
What’s on this week

seven days of entertainment

Volume 39 #40

12–18 March, 2025

Editor: Eve Jeffery  

Editorial/gigs: gigs@echo.net.au

Copy deadline: 5pm each Thursday

Gig Guide deadline: 5pm each Friday

Advertising: adcopy@echo.net.au

P: 02 6684 1777 

W: echo.net.au/entertainment

PACO LARA 
(SPAIN) 

PRESENTS: 

DUENDE 
FLAMENCO 

SHOW 
Saturday 22nd March 

7:00pm

www.eventfinda.com.au/
2025/duende-flamenco-
show/brunswick-heads

TICKETS: 

BayFM sponsorship is the trusted way 
to reach buyers in Byron and beyond. 

Connect your
business to 10,000

loyal locals

T I C K E T S  $ 2 0  -  H O S T E D  B Y  M A T T Y  B

FR IDAY MARCH 28  730PM

W I T H  J O H N  P E A C O C K  +  G R A C E  H O G A N

MANDY NOLAN L IVE

T I C K E T S  $ 2 0  -  H O S T E D  B Y  M A T T Y  B

W I T H  J O H N  P E A C O C K  +  G R A C E  H O G A N

MMANDY NOLAN L IVE

FFRIDAY MARCH 28  730PMM

The vaginas 
mean business
After nine years of sold-out performances, this year’s diverse 

collective of some of Byron Shire’s powerful, creative women 

and people with vaginas, will present personal, professional, 

or political stories to inform, educate, entertain, and 

support, from Thursday this week in Brunswick Heads.

Funny, sad, challenging, and celebratory, with creator 

and MC Zenith Virago, the  Vagina Conversations  is a 

more contemporary evolution of the  Vagina Monologues, 

bringing a courageous fresh, local flavour to our community.

Vaginas are the most powerful body part on the planet. 

Giving pleasure, giving life, experiencing pain – desired and 

exploited every day.

This event is part of the One Billion Rising V-Day global 

revolution to end violence against women following the 

Main Beach V-Day protest – the  Vagina  performers use 

spoken word, dance, music, song, and comedy, to share 

their personal, professional, and cultural experiences, to 

inspire and empower themselves and others.

All proceeds from the shows go to the Mullum Women’s 

Resource Service Escape Fund and the Tweed DVIRC Impact 

Fund, supporting local women escaping intimate partner 

and family violence, financing women in crisis to pay for 

emergency needs, keeping women and children safe. The 

shows have already raised over $123,000.

The Vagina Conversations start Thursday and run until 
Sunday at the Brunswick Picture House in Brunswick 
Heads. This show is suitable for patrons 14 years and 
up. Doors open at 6.30pm and the vaginas start at 7pm. 
Tickets are $45/$35 from brunswickpicturehouse.com.

eeeeerrrttaaaaiiiinnnnmmmeeeenn
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WEDNESDAY 14
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
JON J BRADLEY
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
BILL JACOBI
TREEHOUSE, BYRON BAY, 5PM 
INO PIO
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
7PM DAN HANNAFORD, 9PM 
DUELLING PIANOS – JON 
SHORTER & BODHI ACTON
BANGALOW BOWLO 7.30PM 
BANGALOW BRACKETS OPEN 
MIC
THE PADDOCK PROJECT, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM CURRY 
AND JAM
ELTHAM HOTEL 5PM IRISH 
FOLK JAM

THURSDAY 13
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
DONNY SHADES DUO
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
KANE MUIR & THE HOWLERS
THE EAGLE ROOM, BYRON BAY, 
7PM GROOVE SESSIONS FEAT. 
KWASI BRUNI
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
8PM DUELLING PIANOS – JON 
SHORTER & SHANE PARRY + 
SAM WHEAT & BODHI ACTON,
8PM DESTRENDS
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM INO 
PIO
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM THE VAGINA 
CONVERSATIONS #10
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 6PM JOE 
DABRON
LISMORE CITY BOWLO 7PM THE 
SUPPER CLUB SOUL BAND

FRIDAY 14
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
PAPER LANE
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 5PM 
LIFE IS A MYTH + JEROME 
WILLIAMS BAND
BYRON THEATRE 7.30PM THE 
INNERMOST LIMITS OF PURE 
FUN
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 4PM DJ 
DAVID BANGMA
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
8PM SAMRA – DREAMVIBES 
B2B, POTENTIA B2B, 
RAINBIRD – FRAKTAL FAERIE 
– ERGOFLUX, 8PM DUELLING 
PIANOS – JON SHORTER & 
MICK BUCKLEY + SAM WHEAT 
& BODHI ACTON
BANGALOW BOWLO 7PM O.R.B

HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM 
WOLFMOTHER + THE 
COLLIFLOWERS AND OFF 
JUDY

BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM THE VAGINA 
CONVERSATIONS #10
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4.30PM DJ 
PAPA BITCHO
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
8PM KRAPEOKEEE WITH JESS
LENNOX ARTS COLLECTIVE 
5.30PM ‘FLOW’ EXHIBITION 
OPENING
CLUB LENNOX 7PM MATT 
BUGGY
LENNOX HOTEL 9PM NATHAN 
KAYE COLLECTIVE
BALLINA RSL LEVEL ONE 10AM 
MORNING MELODIES WITH 
TOMMY MEMPHIS
CHERRY STREET SPORTS 
CLUB, BALLINA, 7PM ISAAC 
FRANKHAM
ELTHAM HOTEL 6.30PM 
MUIREANN BRADLEY AND 
JON MUQ
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6.30PM WOLFIE
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 6PM 
STEPHEN LOVELIGHT

SATURDAY 15
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
THE HILLBILLY SKANK
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 3PM 
LUKE PAULEY, 154 DUO
BYRON THEATRE 7.30PM 
SCREENING – WILDING
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 1PM DJ 
MR NICE + DJ IAIN YES
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
8PM DUELLING PIANOS – 
MICK BUCKLEY & SAM WHEAT 
+ JOHN HILL & JON SHORTER, 
8PM ANDY V + KANE MUIR
BANGALOW HOTEL 4PM LEIGH 
JAMES
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4.30PM 
THE TYLER DURDENS + DJ 
CRISTINA GUIJARRO
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM THE VAGINA 
CONVERSATIONS #10
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4.30PM DJ JAX 
FAE
MULLUMBIMBY EX-SERVICES 
CLUB 7PM OZ LATIN BROTHERS
BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 1PM 
LUKE PAULEY, 4PM LOTUS 
FUNDRAISER – FEAT. LESHI, 
DANI, RIA LISTIC, ROB 
SYDNEY, GRAEME CHAPPLE, 
JASON LEWIS

CLUB LENNOX 7PM ISAAC 
FRANKHAM
LENNOX HOTEL 8PM 
BEATDUSTA
COOLANGATTA HOTEL 8PM 
VARGAS BLUES BAND
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 6PM 
SIMON BOLT
CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 8PM JB’S BLUES 
BREAKERS
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6PM MR TROY
KINGSCLIFF BEACH HOTEL 5PM 
DIRE STRAIGHTS EXPERIENCE
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 6PM 
MEL SCARLETT
SHEOAK SHACK, FINGAL HEAD, 
7PM CC THE CAT
TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
THE SHOWROOM 2.30PM 
MELBOURNE CELTIC FESTIVAL

SUNDAY 16
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
ALLY PALMER DUO
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
4.30PM GOODRICH
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 2PM DJ 
AFRODESIA
TREEHOUSE, BYRON BAY, 2PM 
YAZMINDI
YULLI’S, BYRON BAY, 3PM 
YULLI’S OPEN MIC
THE NORTHERN, BYRON 
BAY, 6PM OLE FALCOR, 9PM 
DUELLING PIANOS – MICK 
BUCKLEY & BODHI ACTON
BANGALOW HOTEL 6PM DAVE 
POWER
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4PM 
ROUND MOUNTAIN GIRLS + 
ANDY JANS BROWN
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 2PM THE VAGINA 
CONVERSATIONS #10
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 3PM DJ LAINIE 
GODIVA
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
3PM OPEN MIC
MULLUMBIMBY CIVIC HALL 3PM 
DEBOPRIYA & SUCHISMITA 
CHATTERJEE & SHEN 
FLINDELL
CLUB LENNOX 3PM EPIC
LENNOX HOTEL 3PM THE 
MUMBLERS
PEARCES CREEK HALL, PIERCES 
CREEK, 3PM KARL S WILLIAMS, 
SALLY WIGGINS & ASHLEIGH 
BO

LENNOX PIZZA 5PM KIERAN 
LARKEY
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 
2.30PM SUNDAY BLUES CLUB 
SESSIONS FEAT. HUBCAP STAN 
& THE SIDEWALK STOMPERS
WHARF BAR, BALLINA, 3PM 
HARRY NICHOLS
ELTHAM HOTEL 2.30PM MANDY 
HAWKS BAND
UKI MARKET 8AM LEOPARD 
ZEBRA TIGER WITH SUPPORT 
ZAC CRACKALAKA, EMPRESS 
KATIA, ANYA + SHEY
TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
THE SHOWROOM 2.30PM 
TAYLOR – A TRIBUTE TO ERA

MONDAY 17
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
GUY KACHEL
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
INO PIO
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
7PM MARK USHER, 9PM 
DUELLING PIANOS – BODHI 
ACTON & DIZZY J

TUESDAY 18
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
LEIGH JAMES
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
ADAM HARPAZ
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
9PM DUELLING PIANOS – JON 
SHORTER & SHANE PARRY
TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
THE SHOWROOM 11AM ROGER 
DAVY & ADAM BARTLETT

WEDNESDAY 19
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
DAN HANNAFORD
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
MILO GREEN
TREEHOUSE, BYRON BAY, 5PM 
KYLE LIONHART
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
7PM INO PIO + DJ OREN 
SELECTA, 9PM DUELLING 
PIANOS – JOHN HILL & JON 
SHORTER
BANGALOW BOWLO 7.30PM 
BANGALOW BRACKETS OPEN 
MIC
THE PADDOCK PROJECT, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM CURRY 
AND JAM
LENNOX PIZZA 6.30PM OPEN 
MIC

GIG GUIDE
It’s FREE to list your gigs in the gig guide.
gigs@echo.net.au w: echo.net.au/gig-guide

 BYRON BAY: 108 JONSON ST (MERCATO COMPLEX) 6680 8555     •    BALLINA: BALLINA FAIR 6686 9600    

For session times and bookings: palacecinemas.com.au

seven days of entertainment

It’s the Festival of 
the Stone – music, 
community, tradition
Stone & Wood is hopping with excitement to announce the 

much-anticipated return of Festival of the Stone for 2025!

This beloved event, now in its 11th year, will take place on 

Saturday, June 14 at the Stone & Wood brewery in Byron 

Bay, bringing together music, community and the age-old 

tradition of brewing, with the tapping of Stone & Wood’s 

annual batch of Stone Beer.

Following the sold out 2024 event that featured Dan 

Sultan, Beddy Rays, The Beefs, Verge Collection and 

more, Festival of the Stone 2025 is set to deliver another 

unforgettable day of top-notch Australian talent, freshly 

poured brews and delicious bites from local food vendors. 

Best of all, it’s for a great cause, with proceeds supporting 

Fletcher Street Cottage.

The latest statistics on homelessness in NSW reveal that the 

Byron Shire has the highest rate of locals sleeping rough in 

the state, even higher than the City of Sydney. In 2024, 348 

rough sleepers were recorded across the region, marking 

a 16 per cent increase from February 2023. Festival of the 

Stone 2025 is proud to support Fletcher Street Cottage and 

help raise funds for their vital support hub.

Stone & Wood’s Stone Beer is an annual, limited-edition 

winter brew, and a homage to ancient brewing traditions. 

Crafted with precise care and the finest local ingredients, 

this bold and distinctive beer features select Australian 

malts and a unique brewing process. Inspired by traditional 

methods, the brewers add heated stones directly to the 

brew kettle, infusing smoky caramel nuances that add 

depth and complexity to the beer. Resulting in a rich and 

satisfying porter with aromatic notes of brewed coffee, rich 

dark chocolate and subtle hints of smoked barley, creating a 

perfectly balanced and complex flavour profile.

Don’t miss out on the celebration of the year, and all for a 

worthy cause! Mark your calendars and join us in the Bay at 

Festival of the Stone 2025. Keep an eye on the website and 

socials for lineup announcements and access to the first 

ticket releases.

Festival of the Stone – Saturday, June 14, 2025
Centennial Circuit, Byron Bay (Cavanbah)
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Cryptic Clues 
ACROSS
1. Notice given by magazine to drop 

nearly everything and take a break 
(7)

5. Audio series finished covering 
overdose by cult leader (7)

10. Militant group is encircling Southern 
India (4)

11. Transport worker, following Trump’s 
lead, arrived deranged around 
eleven (4,6)

12. Plague finds once prominent 
Republican holding strange-looking 
list (10)

13. Philosopher has Kafka’s original 
article, On Territory (4)

14. Bliss over begonias’ opening in 
flower (9)

17.  Money gets Yankee excited (5)

19. Dug around for stuff (5)

20. Angry about journalists getting small 
quarters (9)

23. Think aloud about once stable 
housing (4)

25. Work, going on a long time, put up 
at entertainment venue (5,5)

28. Psychotherapist announced 
contemporary dance at film (10)

29. Dramatically divisive king in 
aeroplane (4)

30. One has misrepresented poets 
about oxygen atom (7)

31. Courage displayed by Rex – you little 
ripper! (7)

DOWN
2. Beginning to record Echo in debate 

on shame (9)

3. Start with working group (5)

4. Snake fighter’s bishop taken by rook 
(7)

6. Large numbers of dogs have no 
power (6)

7. Work well on broken bat, one used 
for online inducements (9)

8. Back in monster numbers (5)

9. Conductor on show in taxonomy (4)

15. Spooner’s part in pain in penitent’s 
clobber (4-5)

16. Fierce anger in Ireland when Echo is 
banned (3)

18. Spooner’s costly time in clandestine 
power structure (4,5)

21. Cleaner quit boxing a politician (7)

22. Fictional pirate ready for a casual 
meeting (6)

24. Those changes to beliefs (5)

26. Aristocrat assaulted 29 (4)

27.  Baby bird old women tolerated (5)

Quick Clues 
ACROSS
1. Postpone or suspend a meeting (7)

5. Digital audio series for listening (7)

10. Extremist militant group in the 
Middle East (4)

11. Chauffeur for hire (4,6)

12. Widespread deadly disease (10)

13. German philosopher of the 
Enlightenment (4)

14. Diverse genus of flowering plants (9)

17. Lustful (5)

19. Sturdy cotton twill fabric (5)

20. Single-room dwelling (9)

23. Row of converted stables as 
dwellings (4)

25. Venue for musical theatrical 
performances (5,5)

28. Tightly encase in plastic film (10)

29. Shakespearean king driven to 
madness (4)

30. Variant form of chemical element (7)

31. Intensely disliked or despised (7)

DOWN
2. State of poor reputation or 

dishonour (9)

3. Beginning or early stages (5)

4. Venomous snake with tail segments (7)

6. Large amounts or quantities (6)

7. Sensational online content to attract 
views (9)

8. Rear part of a ship or boat (5)

9. Domesticated cattle used as draft 
animals (4)

15. Self-imposed discomfort or penance 
(4-5)

16. Intense anger or wrath (3)

18. Alleged secret power structure 
within government (4,5)

21. Hair-cleansing liquid or foam (7)

22. Casual romantic encounter (6)

24. Guiding beliefs of a person or group (5)

26. British nobleman above viscount (4)

27. Young or small owl (5)

Crossword by Stephen Clarke #46

Last week’s solution #45
R U B Y H A R T O L D E N
E L M U W P A A
P R O N O U N C E E N N U I
E O V T R R C A
R E M A I N S P R E T E N D
T E A T H
O U C H A L L B U T A B S
R A W L O A L H
Y E N A N Y O N E A L S O

V R E A R
S T A N D U P C A B A R E T
I S R O H Y U T
D I S C O P U I S S A N C E
E E O U N S U R
S C R A M P R A M S P A M

PISCES THE FISH

ARIES: With Venus and Mercury retrograde 

in your sign, it could take your best eff orts to 

stay focused on the positive this week. Try 

not to be overcritical of anyone, especially 

yourself, during this week’s judgy full moon 

eclipse. Take it easy, take time out. Don’t 

rush. Breathe, relax, be kind.

TAURUS: This week’s retrograde and 

eclipse energies support downsizing and/

or decluttering, along with getting some 

healthy routines in place, though keep these 

simple and achievable. Take life slow and 

steady, and at full moon, tune in and give 

yourself a dose of nature’s enduring beauty, 

tranquillity and renewal.

GEMINI: Gemini’s astro-boss Mercury 

has a short attention span this week, and 

its signal-scrambling retrograde cycle 

can multiply misunderstandings, skew 

schedules and bring people from the past 

back for another round. The good news? 

Your mission is to find that wherever you 

can. Even better, there’s plenty around.

CANCER: This week’s moon news features a 

full lunar eclipse on March 14, activating your 

sector of health, routines and service. Use 

this clarifying energetic to check how well 

your daily habits are supporting you, and to 

finesse the details of your life from workflow, 

to nutritional input, to overall wellbeing.

LEO: A full moon eclipse rocking your 

money zone for the first time since 2016 

could bring clarity about moving forward – 

or not – with a financial venture. And since 

this is also an astrologically enhanced week 

for an honest life edit, some surprising and 

eye-opening realisations might surface on 

this week’s menu.

VIRGO: Virgo full moon on March 14 

is your annual date to celebrate your 

achievements, whether that’s streamlined 

systems, sensible health regimes and/

or helpful service to others. And, taking 

advantage of the lunar eclipse, to gently 

direct your persistent perfectionista 

towards ever more creative and enjoyable 

ways of managing responsibilities.

LIBRA: This week’s desperately in need of 

Libran diplomacy, so conduct discussions 

with empathy and courtesy so people feel 

heard and understood, and others can see 

how it’s done. Be sure to reward yourself 

by spending some quality time near, or 

preferably in, water, whether ocean, pool, 

bath or spa.

SCORPIO: Venus retrograde always off ers 

a chance to bid love stories, or friendship 

sagas that have run their course, a fond 

farewell. Or alternatively, as this week’s star-

mix suggests, give them a radical revamp. 

Yes arguments might flare, but they’ll clear 

the air. Just try not to burn bridges.

SAGITTARIUS: Both Venus and Mercury 

reversing in your self-expression sector 

constitute one of your premier foot-in-

mouth transits, so edit before uttering this 

week. And use this golden opportunity 

to refine your communication style from 

verbal equivalent of blunt instrument to 

inspirational mouth music, which you can 

do better than anyone.

CAPRICORN: This week’s full moon in a 

compatible fellow earth sign supports 

programs dear to Capricorn hearts: breaking 

projects into actionable steps, installing 

eff icient systems, volunteering, organising 

digital spaces, refining eating routines, 

streamlining work schedules to reduce stress, 

and even more important, enjoying fun times 

with your homies.

AQUARIUS: Venus and Mercury rogue in 

your connection zone suggest revisiting and 

resolving any issues in your friend circle. 

Eclipses tend to activate turning points 

via sudden events, necessitating a change 

of direction, and this week could find you 

considering, maybe even test driving, an 

unexpected new off er.

PISCES: Venus and Mercury in go-slow 

mode in your money zone extend a valuable 

opportunity for Pisceans to reassess, address 

and reset financial aff airs, during which it’s 

advisable to have your discernment filters on 

their most eyes-wide-open settings. Take a 

break from helping others at full moon and 

treat yourself.

STARS 
BY LILITH
As if Venus retrograde 
in fiery Aries wasn’t 
challenging enough, 
she’s joined on Friday by 
Mercury, information and 
communication influencer, 
for the first of three annual 
retrogrades. Add a full moon 
eclipse and don’t expect a 
dull week…

The Party Faithful
Mandy Nolan

W hen you’re the PM, or you’re 

at the very least polishing 

your bald nog, wearing a 

suit and lining up for the top job, here’s 

a tip gleaned from recent history. Don’t 

go to Hawaii in a bushfire. And definitely 

don’t go to a party in a cyclone. Espe-

cially a swanky Vaucluse fundraising 

party for the Liberal Party when your 

electorate (the people WHO ELECTED 

YOU, i.e. technically your employers) are 

facing the prospect of losing everything. 

People don’t like it. It makes them feel 

like you don’t care. I have to admit, it 

does look a lot like you don’t care. Hey, 

isn’t Dickson a super marginal seat? 

Ooh, not a good time to leave, buddy.

Last week we found out, just as our 

former Coalition PM doesn’t hold a 

hose, Dutto doesn’t fill a sandbag. And 

filling sandbags is exhausting work. 

Anyone who’s filled one knows. We’re 

talking sand, Peter not uranium. No 

one wants a bag of uranium at their 

door, because we know nuclear isn’t 

the answer. It shouldn’t even be the 

question. It had me wondering why no 

one has asked party-hard Dutto how his 

fantasy reactors would go in a cyclone. 

I don’t know if you’ve ever sandbagged 

a nuclear power plant, but it’s next 

level. Takes this weather event from 

catastrophic to radioactive.

Sneaky little Peter thought no one 

would notice him at Justin’s party 

house. I mean the guy throws some 

crazy lavish shindigs. Some of them 

go for 40 hours. You need more than 

a cup of tea to party that hard. And 

it’s a glorious sweaty wonderland. 

Beautiful people wearing tiny clothes. 

DJs pumping the tunes. Stuffed toys 

in the plush room. It would have been 

the most wicked Lib fundraiser ever. I 

imagined Pete in his tiny pants sucking 

a Chupa Chup, a fist pumping in the 

air – not Elon-style, doof-style – to the 

heavy-driving bass. The man who would 

be king.

I don’t know how this could have 

happened. Didn’t Scomo pay $200,000 

for his MPs to do empathy training? 

Hasn’t he learnt how to do concerned 

and listening eyebrows? Sad face for the 

poor? Caring hands for his electorate? 

Maybe climate change has also caused 

this terrible compassion drought. The 

desert where good people do nothing.

So what exactly were they raising 

money for at the $100 million water-

front mansion owned by billionaire 

Justine Hemmes?  Wow, when you 

think of all the people trying to save 

their overpriced rentals, their modest 

three-bedroom brick homes, their 

duplexes, their nursing homes, their 

one-bedroom converted garages, it 

makes being at a fricking mansion 

feel downright cruel. Maybe what 

they should have raised money for is 

some new political advisors. Ones that 

say: ‘Don’t go Dutto. Feel the FOMO. 

Fill a sandbag’.

Put on the hi-vis. I mean, isn’t this 

the time when politicians who don’t do 

anything remotely dangerous, or even 

physical, put on the hi-vis? Isn’t this time 

to put on the serious danger hi-vis pollie 

cosplay outfits? The optics darling! The 

optics! Oh dear, maybe that’s how he 

got sprung. Did Dutto wear the hi-vis to 

Hemmesies big Lib donor doof? Is that 

how he was spotted? In the hard hat and 

the fluro going crazy on the dance floor?

Instead of packing sacks with sand, 

was he seen stuffing them full of bil-

lionaire cash? Enough sacks of money 

to sandbag a parliament house, to stop 

ethics and social justice getting in at the 

next Fed election? Keep the billionaires 

safe Pete. Keep them safe. Because 

if Peter Dutton’s decision to go to a 

Liberal party fundraiser told us anything 

it told us this: he doesn’t stand with his 

electorate, the average Joe, the single 

mum on struggle street, he stands with 

billionaires. No amount of money can 

undo that truth.

... just as 
our former 

Coalition 
PM doesn’t 

hold a hose, 
Dutto doesn’t 

fill a sandbag.

Soapbox www.echo.net.au/soap-box

MANDY NOLAN’S

Mandy Nolan’s Soapbox column 

has appeared in The Echo for almost 23 

years. The personal and the political 

often meet here; she’s also been the 

Greens federal candidate since before 

the last federal election. The Echo’s 

coverage of political issues will remain 

as comprehensive and fair as it has 

ever been, outside this opinion column 

which, as always, contains Mandy’s 

personal opinions only.
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Classifieds

 PUBLIC NOTICES
WHERE TO GET THE ECHO 

f you live in Lennox Head or Ballina, but 
outside our current home delivery area, 

you can pick up an Echo from many 
locations, including:

Richies IGA Ballina, Ballina RSL, One 
Stop Shop Ballina, Ballina Golf Club 

East Ballina, Brighton St Takeaway near 
the Shawsy, Seagrass Lennox, Lennox 
pub drive-through, Station St Grocer 

Lennox

PROF. SERVICES

DENTURES
LOOK GOOD
FEEL GOOD

Free consultation. SANDRO 66805002

HEALTH
COUPLES COUNSELLING 

Restore emotional connection; shift 
reactivity. Beautiful space in Bangalow. 

www.samadeeplistening.com

KINESIOLOGY
Clear subconscious sabotages.
Reprogram patterns and beliefs.

Restore vibrancy and 
physical health. De-stress.

0403125506
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

HYPNOSIS & EFT
Simple and effective solutions.

Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma.
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

HYPNOSIS & NLP
Over 30 years of experience

WendyPurdey.com. Ph 0497 090 233

TRADEWORK

TREE SERVICES
Leaf it to us 4x4 truck/chipper, crane 
truck, stump grinding. Local, qualified, 
insured, free quotes.  0402487213

FOR SALE

MIELE WASHERS 
Dryers and dishwashers available at 
Bridglands Mullumbimby. 66842511

ARCHIBALD’S CHEAP 
QUARRY PRODUCTS

Road base, gravel, blue metal and metal 
dust. ALL SIZE DELIVERIES. 

Phone 66845517, 0418481617

GARAGE SALE

WANTED
LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop 
crap! Matt 0401955052

TREE FERNS
Any shape, size. Royalties paid. 

Ongoing supply needed. 0414904396

CARAVANS
CARAVANS 

We buy, sell & consign. 
All makes & models.

0408 758 688

TO LET

LOCAL REMOVAL
& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly, 

with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

BALLINA SELF-STORAGE UNITS
Secure. From $22p/w. Ranging 

from 10–44 m3. Across 3 locations. 
66867011

WANTED TO RENT
I’M LOOKING to rent a secure single 
garage in central Byron Bay to store a 
small vehicle. Please call Ed 0418660063

TRUCK HIRE

POSITIONS VACANT

AGRICULTURAL 
EXTENSION OFFICER

Byron Shire Council is currently 
seeking an Agricultural Extension 
Officer, to encourage and promote 
best practice, sustainable primary 

production in the Byron Shire, with a 
goal of maximising food security and 

environmental resilience. Apply today! 
More information: 

byronshire.applynow.net.au/jobs/
BYR896

LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Work 
available in busy adult parlour. Travellers 
welcome. 66816038 for details.

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED
Flexible work hours – 
perfect 2nd income

Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

LEGAL SECRETARY/ADMIN (p/t) 12-15 
hrs p/w. Byron CBD law migration. Great 
rate. Apply tyndallcolawyers@gmail.com

WORK WANTED
WORDPRESS WEBSITE CREATION
Fair rates info@wordpressit.com.au

HANDYMAN SERVICES No job too big or 
too small. Call for quote. $60ph. Insured. 
0439735817.

MUSICAL NOTES
GUITARS, RECORDS, HI-FI

WE BUY AND SELL 66851005

TUITION

DISCLAIMER
Advertisements placed in The Byron 

Shire Echo do not reflect the views or 
opinions of the editorial staff.

The Byron Shire Echo does not 
make any representations as to the 

accuracy or suitability of any content 
or information contained in advertising 
material nor does publication constitute 

in any way an endorsement by The 
Byron Shire Echo of the content or 
representations contained therein.

The Byron Shire Echo does not accept 
any liability for the representations or 
promises made in paid advertisements 

or for any loss or damage arising 
from reliance on such content, 
representations or promises.

ECHO CLASSIFIEDS – 6684 1777
CLASSIFIEDS THAT 
WORK ALL WEEK!

Echo Classies also appear online:
www.echo.net.au/classifi ed-ads

CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS
PHONE ADS
Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777
AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE
Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo offi  ce:

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby
EMAIL ADS
Display (box ads) and line classifi eds, email: 

classifi eds@echo.net.au 
Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to 
Friday, 9am–5pm. Ads can’t be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

DEADLINE TUES 12PM
Publication day is Wednesday, booking deadlines 

are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT
LINE ADS:
$17.00 for the fi rst two lines 
$5.00 for each extra line 
$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

DISPLAY ADS (with a border): $14 
per column centimetre
These prices include GST.

Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.

Call Shahido  Call Shahido 
0427 845 5330427 845 533

Osho Osho 
Enlightenment Day Enlightenment Day 

CelebrationCelebration

Saturday 15th March 5pmSaturday 15th March 5pm

Live music Nataraj dance Live music Nataraj dance 
Meditation 5pmMeditation 5pm

6pm. Osho Video6pm. Osho Video

7pm. Dinner with friends7pm. Dinner with friends

Mullumbimby & District
Neighbourhood Centre
Connecting the Byron Shire Community

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED

- Kitchen Hands -
- Retail Assistants -

- Drivers and Co-driver - 
- Community Support 

Assistants -
MDNC is in needs of 

dedicated volunteers to be 
part of a big loving family. 

All skill sets welcome.

Contact Sylvia - 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Mon-Fri

6684 1286

PUBLIC NOTICE
Proposed termination of Strata Scheme No. 30624 being 

property situated at 1 & 2, 3 Hastings Road, Bogangar NSW 2488.

Notice is given of an intention to apply to the Registrar General for 
an order terminating the above Strata Scheme and the consequent 

winding up of the Owners Corporation, pursuant to section 142 of 
the Strata Schemes Development Act 2015 (NSW). 

Any person having any claim against the Owners Corporation 
of the above Strata Scheme or any estate or interest in or 

claim against any of the lots compromised in the 
Strata Scheme is required, on or before 2 April 2025, to send 

particulars of the estate, interest or claim to 
SP Garrett Lawyers, Suite 4, 130 Jonson Street, Byron Bay 

NSW 2481 or PO Box 580, Ballina NSW 2478

COMMUNITY 
HOT BRUNCH

FREE

FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH
• Sausage sizzle • Hot dogs • Sandwiches 

• Coffee & tea • Fruit Salad

EVERYONE WELCOME
Come one come all and join us in a meal or just a chat.

Takeaway most welcome: COVID safe rules apply.

Frozen takeaway meals now available.

10am to 12pm
In the Ballina 
Presbyterian Hall
Corner of Cherry & Crane. Just behind the Presbyterian Church.

Family Day Care
Ocean Shores

SPOT AVAILABLE
Wednesdays 9am–3pm 

Over 2YO
Call NRCS: 02 6686 7799

Text Daniela 0432 436 843

Registered with NRCS | Child Care 
Subsidy available for families | 

Limited spots - Get in touch today! 

Mindfulness @ Work

Bring greater focus, 
clarity and calm into your 

workplace.

Certified Mindfulness 
Educator Paul Bibby

0401 926 090

Body BasedPsychotherapy
Somatic Practice

Julie Wells
Anne Goslett
 (nee Mannix)

Dip.Som.Psych, Clinical PACFA Reg.
Individual and Couple Therapy

Supervision and Coaching
(02) 6685 5185

9 Fletcher St, Byron Bay

crystalsanddreaming.com.au

KINESIOLOGY 
& ENERGY 

PSYCHOLOGY
Mullumbimby

Kate Messenger 
0413 003 301

• Emotional First Aid
• Trauma healing

• Stress & pain relief
• Posture & flexibility

• Fears & phobias
• Sabotage programs

• Enhanced performance
• Concentration & focus

+ much more!

0427 347 380
Fully insured • Free quotes

20 years local experience
• 19 inch chipper • Stump grinding 

• Cherry picker • Crane truck • Bob Cat 

Byron Bay & Surrounding AreasByron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 31406681 3140
Mobile 0417 698 227Mobile 0417 698 227

• Arborist • 15” Wood • Arborist • 15” Wood 
Chipper • Stump Grinder  Chipper • Stump Grinder 

• Fully Insured• Fully Insured

Tip Runs &
Rubbish 
Removal

0408 210 772

OLD MATE 
WITH A UTE

FOR ANYTHING
0427 854 011

High School Lab 
Technician

Advertised on Page 10 
in this Issue

Position Description and 
Application Process

www.Capebyronsteiner.
nsw.edu.au

s

contact@thinkblinkdesign.com
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Adobe 
Tutoring

Experienced 
Professional Trainer 

• Photoshop • Indesign  
• Illustrator
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ONLY ADULTS
BALLINA EXCLUSIVE

34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late.
n & Out Calls. 66816038. 

Ladies wanted
Find us on Facebook and Twitter! 

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP
Large variety of toys and lingerie

6/6 Tasman Way, A&I Est, Byron Bay 
66856330

MALE 2 MALE MASSAGE
Sensual, relaxation, stimulation.

Very discreet. In & outcalls 
www.thehealingtouch.com.au

0476069889

SOCIAL ESCORTS
LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available 
for your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself. 
In-house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

Please make an appointment 
0403 533 589 • Billinudgel

petsforlifeanimalshelter.net

Leyla has been in a loving foster 
home, but now needs a loving 
‘furever’ home! With a very gentle 
and sweet personality, she’s a 
little shy at first, but happy to stay 
close to her human. She loves her 
head stroked and responds well to 
verbal communication. Leyla will 
thrive in a peaceful environment.
A perfect age of 4 years, desexed 
and vaccinated, could this sweet 
girl be for you!
Microchip no. 97810108347853

LE
yl

a

Byron Dog Rescue (CAWI)

Handsome 7-month-old male Kelpie x 
Bull Arab ‘Maxi’ is an exceedingly sweet 
natured boy.  He is very responsive to 
directions and corrections, is quite 
submissive and excellent with other 
dogs. He will no doubt be a mix of 
very active combined with chilled 
affectionate couch potato.
Maxi would suit life on a property/
farm or would be the most charming 
companion for someone with an active 
lifestyle with time to exercise and train.
Please contact Shell on 0458461935.
MC: 941000028968305

MMAAXXII

Meet 
Kia!

Striking, sweet and a little 

calm cat with a lush coat 
and full tail. Desexed, vac-
cinated, microchipped and 

parasite treated, she’s ready 
for her forever home.

Call NRAS 66811860 or 

Visit friendsofthepound.com to 
view other dogs and cats looking for a home.

ABN 83 126 970 338

D
Y
L
A
N

D
Y
L
A
N

Dylan, (DOB 01/06/2020, Desexed, Mastiff 
X, M/C # 900113001715319) will be a great 

addition to any adult family seeking a lively 
companion! His enthusiasm for games and 
activity suggests he’d be a perfect fit for a 
household that enjoys staying active and 

engaged with their pet.Potential adopters 
who are seeking a canine companion should 

spare a thought for Dylan. 
Location: Murwillumbah 

Contact Yvette on 0421 831 128. 
www.friendsofthepound.com/adoption-

expression-of-interest/ 

Like us on Facebook!
AWL NSW Rehoming Organisation
Number: R251000222

After that wild 
weather & evacuat-
ing our cats from 
the shelter, we 
now know that 
Daisy, our scaredy 
cat, did amazingly 
well in a home environment. Even 
though it was just a few days, she 
allowed herself to accept chin rubs! 
If anyone has a quiet home without 
other pets or small children, Daisy 
would love to join you!
To meet Daisy, please visit the 
Cat Adoption Centre at 124 Dalley 
Street, Mullumbimby.

OPEN: Tues 2.30-4.30pm
Thurs 3-5pm | Sat 10am-12 noon
Call AWL on 0436 845 542 

PETS

DATE
(March)

DAY, 
MOON 
PHASE

SUN 
RISE /

SET

MOON 
RISE /

SET

HIGH 
TIDES, 

height (m)

LOW 
TIDES, 

height (m)

12 W
6:44

19:06
18:07
4:32

0824 1.69; 
2044 1.34

0145 0.39; 
1446 0.38

13 TH
6:45

19:05
18:36
5:29

0859 1.69; 
2117 1.40

0224 0.35; 
1515 0.35

14 F
6:45

19:04
19:03
6:24

0930 1.66; 
2150 1.45

0300 0.34; 
1541 0.34

15 SA
6:46

19:03
19:29
7:18

1000 1.61; 
2221 1.49

0336 0.35; 
1605 0.33

16 SU
6:47

19:02
19:56
8:10

1028 1.55; 
2252 1.52

0411 0.39; 
1630 0.33

17 M
6:47

19:00
20:24
9:03

1056 1.46; 
2325 1.54

0447 0.44; 
1654 0.35

18 TU
6:48

18:59
20:54
9:58

1124 1.36; 
2359 1.53

0525 0.51; 
1719 0.39

19 W
6:48

18:58
21:29
10:53

1155 1.26
0607 0.58; 
1746 0.44

20 TH
6:49

18:57
22:09
11:50

0037 1.50; 
1230 1.15

0656 0.65; 
1817 0.51

21 F
6:49

18:56
22:55
12:47

0122 1.45; 
1315 1.05

0759 0.71; 
1856 0.58

22 SA
6:50

18:55
23:48
13:44

0222 1.41; 
1421 0.98

0922 0.74; 
1956 0.64

23 SU
6:51

18:54 14:37
0343 1.41; 
1600 0.97

1056 0.71; 
2128 0.66

24 M
6:51

18:52
0:47

15:26
0503 1.46; 
1729 1.04

1203 0.62; 
2257 0.60

25 TU
6:52

18:51
1:50

16:09
0608 1.56; 
1831 1.16

1251 0.52

26 W
6:52

18:50
2:56

16:49
0700 1.67; 
1922 1.29

0005 0.50; 
1330 0.41

A

SUN, MOON & TIDES 
– TIMES FOR NEXT 2 WEEKS

Data sourced from Bureau of 
Meteorology. Times adjusted for 
Daylight Savings when applicable.

Fundraiser – Liberation 

Larder 
Get your ticket for a special event 

screening of the surf film classic ‘The 
Innermost Limits of Pure Fun’ and 

support our community. The film 

is playing on March 14 at 7:30 pm 

at the Byron Theatre. All profits for 

ticket sales for this event go directly 

to help feed those in need via the 

community-run and volunteer-based 

Liberation Larder. Tickets at the 

Byron Theatre or at: https://www.

byroncentre.com.au/theatre-events/

the-innermost-limits-of-pure-fun.

GCAT
The Green and Clean Awareness 

Team’s monthly Dunecare Day is on 

Sunday, March 16 from 9am to 12 

noon, meeting in front of the Beach 

Cafe at Clarkes Beach. We plant in 

the sand dunes from Clarkes Beach 

to Main Beach. From 12 noon to 1pm, 

enjoy a delicious free BBQ and be in 

the draw to win one of four excellent 

prizes. It’s good fun. Inquiries to Veda 

6685 7991 or Peter 0488 715 565.

AIR
The monthly meeting of the Australian 

Independent Retirees was cancelled 

last Friday due to the arrival of 

cyclone Alfred. This meeting will now 

be held on Friday, March 21 at 10am 

at Ballina RSL Club, 1 Grant Street, 

Ballina. This will take the place of the 

committee meeting which is usually 

held on the third Friday of the month. 

Whether or not there will be a guest

speaker, we yet have to determine, 

but if not, there will be cameos from 

the members present.  Lunch will 

be at Cherry Street Sports Club after 

the meeting is concluded, as this is a 

regular booking there.  A $5 meeting 

fee will be charged to help cover the 

costs of the morning tea. All enquiries 

please ring Mrs Jill Huxley, President 

and Publicity Officer on 6686 8958.

On The Horizon
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Email copy marked ‘On The Horizon’ to editor@echo.net.au. 

Mullumbimby District 

Neighbourhood Centre
Mullumbimby & District 

Neighbourhood Centre is open 

Monday–Friday 9am–4pm (closed 

12.30–1.30pm for lunch). We offer 

a variety of services. Everyone is 

welcome. Call reception on 6684 

1286. 

Some of our services include:

Flood recovery support service: 

personalised, long-term support 

for those impacted by the floods. 

Community support: food parcels, 

meals, showers, assistance with 

electricity bills. Work Development 

Orders.

Listening Space: free counselling.

More Than A Meal: free community 

lunch Tuesday–Thursday 

12.30–1.30pm.

Financial counselling 

Staying Home, Leaving Violence 

program: Information, referral, and 

advocacy.

Gulganii affordable pantry shop: 

located at 3 Bridgeland Lane.

Orange Sky: free laundry service 

Monwon Facebook or Instagram. @

mullumbimbyneighbourhoodcentre.

Byron Community
The Byron Community Centre 

provides community services 

and programs including meals, 

advocacy and counselling for locals 

in need. Fletcher Street Cottage: A 

welcoming, safe and respectful space 

where people who are experiencing 

or at risk of homelessness can come 

to enjoy practical relief opportunities, 

find connections and access broader 

support. Fletcher Street Cottage 

services are open Tuesday–Friday; 

breakfast 7am–9am; showers and 

laundry 7am–12pm; office support 

9am–12pm. Individual support 

appointments with community 

workers and specialist services 

available please book on (02) 6685 

7830. Fletcher Street Cottage, 18 

Fletcher St, Byron Bay. More info: 

www.fletcherstreetcottage.com.

au. Byron Seniors Club: www.

byronseniors.com.au. More info 

on Community Services: www.

byroncentre.com.au Phone: (02) 6685 

6807.

Low-cost or free food
Food Box Thursdays 9.30–11.30am 

at Uniting Church, Mullumbimby. You 

may purchase cheap food, obtain 

free veges, and enjoy a cuppa. The 

Hub Baptist Church in Ocean Shores 

has food relief available for anyone 

doing it tough, please contact us on 

0434 677747 if you find yourself doing 

it tough. No ID or Concession Card 

required. NILs referral service also 

available. Check Facebook page The 

Hub Baptist Ocean Shores for details. 

Liberation Larder Takeaway lunches 

and groceries Monday and Thursday 

12 till 1pm. Fletcher Street end of the 

Byron Community Centre.

Respite Service
Byron Shire Respite Service delivers 

high-quality respite care to a broad 

range of clients throughout the 

Byron, Ballina and Lismore shires. 

Donations welcome: Ph 6685 1921, 

email fundraiser@byronrespite.

com.au, website: www.byronrespite.

com.au.

Alateen meeting
Alateen meeting every Thursday at 

5–6pm. Do you have a parent, close 

friend or relative with a drinking 

problem? Alateen can help. For 

8–16-year-olds meet St Cuthbert’s 

Anglican Church Hall, 13 Powell 

Street, corner of Florence Street 

Tweed Heads. Al-Anon family groups 

for older members at the same time 

and place. 1300 ALANON 1300 252 666 

www.al-anon.org.au.

ACA
Adult Children of Alcoholic Parents 

and/or Dysfunctional Families (ACA) 

help & recovery group meets in 

Lismore every Friday 10–11.30am, Red 

Dove Centre, 80 Keen Street. Byron 

meetings are on Tuesdays at 7pm 

via Zoom – meeting ID 554 974 582 

password byronbay.

Drug support groups
Call Alcoholics Anonymous 1800 423 

431 or 0401 945 671 – 30 meetings a 

week in the Shire – www.aa.org.au. 

Are you experiencing difficulties and 

challenges because of the alcohol or 

drug use of someone close to you? 

Learn coping skills and gain support 

from others. Narcotics Anonymous

is a fellowship of men and women 

for whom drugs had become a major 

problem. We are recovering addicts 

who meet regularly to help each 

other stay clean. For information and 

meetings call 1300 652 820 or text 

your postcode to 0488 811 247. www.

na.org.au. Are you concerned about 

somebody else’s drinking? Al-Anon 

Family Groups meetings held Fridays 

at 2pm by Zoom. 1300 252666 www.

al-anon.org.au. 

Support after suicide
StandBy provides support to people 

who have lost someone to suicide. 

They provide free face-to-face and 

telephone support and are accessible 

24/7. Follow-up contact is available 

for up to one year. Find out more 

at: www.standbysupport.com.au or 

call 13 11 14. If you, or someone you 

are with, are in need of immediate 

support please call an ambulance or 

police on 000.

Regular As Clockwork
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Please note that, owing to space restrictions, not all entries may 

be included each week. Email copy marked ‘Regular As Clockwork’ 

to editor@echo.net.au.

AMBULANCE, FIRE, POLICE .............................................000
AMBULANCE Mullumbimby & Byron Bay ................................131 233
POLICE Brunswick Heads .......................................................... 6629 7510

Mullumbimby ................................................................ 6629 7570
Byron Bay......................................................................... 6685 9499
Bangalow ......................................................................... 6629 7500

STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE Storm & tempest damage, flooding...132 500
BRUNSWICK VALLEY RESCUE Primary rescue........................... 6685 1999
BRUNSWICK MARINE RADIO TOWER.................................... 6685 0148
BYRON CENTRAL HOSPITAL...................................................... 6639 9400
BYRON COUNCIL: EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS............. 6622 7022
NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE (Mullumbimby) ........................... 6684 1286
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 24 hour crisis line.................................1800 656 463
LIFELINE ...................................................................................................131 114
MENSLINE....................................................................................1300 789 978
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 24 hours .................................1800 423 431
AL-ANON Help for family and friends of alcoholics .......................1300 252 666
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Meets daily ...................................... 6680 7280
NORTHERN RIVERS GAMBLING SERVICE............................ 6687 2520
HIV/AIDS – ACON Confidential testing & information..................... 6622 1555
ANIMAL RESCUE (DOGS & CATS) ............................................ 6622 1881
NORTHERN RIVERS WILDLIFE CARERS.............................. 6628 1866
KOALA HOTLINE ............................................................................. 6622 1233
WIRES – NSW Wildlife Information & Rescue Service... 6628 1898

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Please stick this by your phone

1st SAT Brunswick Heads 0418 400 415

1st SUN Byron Bay 02 6685 6807

2nd SUN The Channon 02 6688 6433

2nd SUN Chillingham 0428 793 141

2nd SUN Coolangatta
2nd SUN Tabulam

3rd SAT Mullumbimby 02 6684 3370

3rd SAT Murwillumbah 0415 328 672

3rd SAT Salt Village Market, Casuarina

3rd SUN Federal 0433 002 757

3rd SUN Uki 0487 329 150

3rd SUN Ballina 0422 094 338

4th SAT Evans Head 0432 275 765

4th SAT Kyogle Bazaar kyoglebazaar.com.au

4th SUN Bangalow 02 6687 1911

4th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764

4th SUN Murwillumbah 0415 328 672

4th SUN Coolangatta (in a 5 Sunday month)

5th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764

FARMERS/WEEKLY MARKETS
Each TUE New Brighton 0424 168 672 

Each TUE Organic Lismore

Each WED Murwillumbah 7-11 0415 328 672

Each WED Nimbin 3-6pm 0418 940 653

Each WED Newrybar Hall 4-7pm

Each THU Byron 8-11am 0414 595 169

Each THU Lismore 2.30-6.30pm 0459 309 223

Each FRI Mullum 7-11am 0424 168 672

Each FRI Evans Head 2.30-6.30 0428 291 068

Each SAT Bangalow 8-11am 0414 595 169

Each SAT Duranbah Rd 8-11am (Tropical Fruit World)

Each SAT Uki 8am-1pm 02 6679 5438

Each SAT Lismore 8.30-11am

Each SAT Wadeville 8am-12pm

Each SAT Byron Twilight Market 4pm Oct–Apr

Each SUN Ballina 7-11am

MONTHLY MARKETS

The Echo updates this guide regularly, however sometimes markets change their routine 
without letting us know. Please get in touch if you want to advise us of a change.

VIGILANT SINCE 1986
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ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS 

Byron Bookkeeping
Are your books a mess? We can help

BAS - Payroll - Super - AR/AP ...
Xero / QB / MYOB - Setup & Training

Professional | Reliable | Local

0415 639 548

BOOKKEEPER Reg BAS provider, payroll, A/P, A/R. Xero & MYOB. Local, reliable. ........0410 206627

XERO SPECIALIST. Set up and training. Regular bookkeeping. ..........................Ursula 0433991404

ACUPUNCTURE 
ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis.............................................0490 022183

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

AU 37088 Lic 246545C

PLEASE CALL
6680 9394

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

www.artisanair.com.au

Mullumbimby 
Refrigeration & 
Airconditioning 
Services

– Sales – Installation – Repairs 
– All Commercial Refrigeration 
– Residential & Commercial

Airconditioning 
– Coolroom Design & Construction 
– Freezer Rooms

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby  
Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492 6684 2783

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 23 yrs exp. Lic. 178464C AU30147 ............................0422 291433

ARTISAN AIR Airconditioning and refrigeration. .............................................................. 66809394

ARCHITECTS
OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au.........................................0412 251392

AUTOMOTIVE

6684 5296

CASH PAID FOR
UNWANTED CARS

Free metal drop off
Locally owned 6684aally owownedd

$50–$1500

CAR BODY REMOVAL
ABSOLUTELY FREE

BODY REMOVAL
CASH ON THE SPOT GUARANTEE
$50 - $1000
WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES & VANS
PHONE 0466 113 333 24/7
EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au

BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION

666800 8862
FREEE MEASUREE QUOTTEE 

     
    

  

CURTAINS 

SUNSCREENS 

AWNINGS  
ROLL BLINDS 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

LOCAL    

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

B L I N D S    S H U T T E R S    A W N I N G S    C U R T A I N S

BRICKLAYING

WALLFIX
REMEDIAL

• 20 years’ experience in lintel replacement
• Crack stitching installation • Repointing
• Retaining walls and all damaged brickwork
Call: 0403 141 760 • Email: wallfixremedial@gmail.com

www.wallfixremedial.com.au
Servicing the Northern Rivers

Lic no. 292267C Master Builder No. 3029326

BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors. Lic 291958C. Phone Mark ........................................0409 444268 

BUILDING TRADES
• DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable 
market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

Structural – Landscaping
Fencing – Composite Decking
Hardwood – Pine – Hardware

B&B Timbers
66867911

110 Teven Road, Ballina
New logo - Same quality & service

sales@bbtimbers.com.au            www.bbtimbers.com.au

BYRON’S BATHROOM 

RENOVATION SPECIALISTS

Call Michael 0413 252 115

byronbayrenovations.com.au
info@byronbayrenovations.com.au

BUILDER – JOHN MCGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C .......... 0415 793242
HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C...............................................0432 565060
FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C ......................... 66808162 
CARPENTER / JOINER 30 yrs experience. Prompt efficient service. Fully insured. Other licensed trades 
avail, incl plastering/painting. 24/7 Emergency 4WD vehicle call-out avail. Lic 43794C. 0423 500693
BUILDER Extensions, maintenance, new homes, insurance, landscaping Lic19953Q....... 0403 458177

BUSH REGENERATION

ECHO SERVICE DIRECTORY 
RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE 
Deadline: For additions and changes is 12pm Friday
Line ads: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid

Display ads: $70 per week for colour display ad. 
Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid. 

Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high. 
New ads will be placed at end of section.

Contact:  6684 1777  or  adcopy@echo.net.au
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CARPENTRY & JOINERY
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Byron Shire
Carpentry

Samuel Commerford
0405 479 528

LIC 266052C

•Renovations
•Decks and Pergolas
•Cheap Custom Cabinets

ALL CARPENTRY & BUILDING WORK Owner builder friendly. Lic 203206c........... 0424 158585

LOCAL CARPENTER small, medium or large jobs. Lic 207899c...............................Ph 0431 048856

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Reliable. 20 years exp. .............................0437 202050

CLEANING

Services List
(Low Pressure Softwashing)
Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings,
Solar panels, Retaining walls
Driveways, Paths, Pavers, 
Fences, Decks, Patios, 
Pool areas.

Locally owned and Operated
Residential and Commercial

No job too big or small
Obligation free quote

Fully insured

0426 119 550      info@nraquapressurecleaning.com.au      ABN: 47576013867

AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING

BETTY’S CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES.............................................. Text 0476 984649 

KOCO CLEANING SERVICE, Housekeeping....................................................................0466 991217

COMPUTER SERVICES

One-on-one, patient, experienced 

Phone or email: 0420 235 624 
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

ALSO TECH 
SUPPORT 

FOR APPLE 
PRODUCTS

FLASH COMPUTERS Mac & PC. Affordable & helpful. 77 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby..02 66844124

CONCRETING & PAVING

SALISBURY 
CONCRETING  

Li
c.
13
67

17
c

Over 30 yrs’ local experience.
All forms of concreting. 
Residential • Civil • Industrial 

DARYL 0418 234 302

 Small to medium jobs
 No obligation free quotes

 3m tipper truck
 1.7 tonne excavator

Lic 378040C0429 888 683

CONCRETING

SHAKA CONCRETING Licensed and insured Lic 391742C. .............................................0402 728207

DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY DECK RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

easily sand over nail/screw heads!

BYRON & BEYOND PATIOS Builder of patios roofs, opening roofs, carports & decks ...02 66802393

DESIGN & DRAFTING

DAVID ROBINSON DESIGN DRAFTING All Council & construction requirements ......0419 880048

MARK OAKLEY DESIGN & DRAFTING www.modesign.au...........................................0422 666464

MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com ......................................0402 613638

DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

East Coast Asphalt
ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT 

& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859
SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF 

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

TINY EARTHWOR
Philip Toovey 

0409 799 909
various implements available for limited access projects

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS
• DRAINAGE DESIGN • DRIVEWAYS • PADS • WATERWAYS

• ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344 939      www.360earth.com.au

NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr. 0402 716857

ELECTRICIANS

0439 624 945  AH 02 6680 4173
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

ALL JOBS: SMALL 
OR LARGE

Lic: 154293c

LEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIANLEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIAN
DOMESTIC •• COMMERCIAL •• INDUSTRIAL

SERVICING: •• Tweed •• Byron •• Lismore •• Kyogle

•• Mains installs / alterations •• Switchboard upgrades

•• Meter queries •• Tree maintenance near services

Matthew Rutland  matt.positivelectrical@gmail.com

0439 733 703
NSW Lic# 312117  ASP Lic# 5547 AUTHORISATION# 503808

JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data, TV, TV Antennas. Lic 133082C ....0432 289705

BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small...0422 136408

VALLEY WAY ELECTRICAL, 15 yrs exp. Domestic, commercial, new builds. Lic 253977c 0475 910622

JIM LABELLE ELECTRICAL O.Shores, Mullum, Byron, Bruns. Lic 176417C.......................0415 126028

FENCING
BYRON & BEYOND FENCING. Any fence, any time, prompt quotes ..... 0439 162 069 or 66802393

EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. ..................................................0432 107262

FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable.......0416 424256

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING
THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

0430 297 101
livingearthgardens.com.au

Est. 2010

All aspects gardening & mowing
Enhancive garden makeovers

RESIDENTIAL GARDEN SERVICE
Regular Garden Tidying, Hedging, Pruning, Lawns & Edges,

Plant Care, Landscape Design Professional

Call David for a quote 0413 45 95 45  |  Established 23 years

Our Services
 Acreage mowing
 Property maintenance
 Fencing
 Re-guttering and downpipes
 Metal roof replacement
 Roof leak detection and repairs

Kirk Andris
0411 113 205
kirk@mullum.services

Servicing the Mullumbimby & Byron Bay Area

MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter................0423 756394

GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured .66841778 or 0405 922839

A-Z gardening & maintenance, lawns, acreage, hedges, gutters, rubbish removal, tip runs 0405 625697

LEAF IT TO US Tree care specialists & acreage mowing..................................................0402 487213

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m3 trailer..............................................................0408 210772

RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging.........0424 805660

GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael .........................0497 842442

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, Rural & residential, earthworks, lawn & pool care, tip runs.0449 220357

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Rural & residential, earthworks, lawn & pooi care, tip runs 0449 220357

SAMURAI BRUSHCUTTING Heavy duty brushcutting and chainsaw work...................0402 733620

GW MOWING Ride-on mowing, acreage and large lawns. ......................... Ph George 0408 244820

GRASSY KNOLLS ACREAGE MOWING Ring Noel on.....................................................0414 062990

BLADE RUNNER ACREAGE MOWING Local, reliable ....................................................0428 856687 

MOWING ACREAGE LAWNS Local team, free quotes, all your lawn care needs............0411 032902

BRUSH–CUTTING Whipersnip, clearing saw, light chain saw..... ..........................Rob 0455 587425

GAS FITTERS, SUPPLIERS & SERVICING

Free Delivery
No Rental
Reliable

www.brunswickvalleygas.com  •  0408 760 609
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Locally Owned
No Rental Fees

Servicing your area
Free Call: 1300  727 013

Email: swapabottle@bigpond.com
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GUTTERING

Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.
www.spotlessgutters.com.au

0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 94 239 089 086

 Gutter guard
 Gutter cleaning
 Locally owned
 Fully insured
 Free quotes

HANDYPERSONS

HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, welding ......................................... 66884324 or 0476 600956

AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne...............................0423 218417

ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN. Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark ........0402 281638

A HANDY GUY Small jobs & renos. All trades. Bruns, OS, SGB & Mullum.......................0411 858201

PFM HANDYWORKS Repairs, pressure cleaning, maintenance ......................Call Aari 0484 729139

HOME MAINTENANCE Carpentry, painting, repairs, gardens, jet washing. Insured .....0434 705506

HANDYMAN / carpenter: renov, decks, fencing, landscaping etc 20yrs exp. $60ph.......0433 547162

HANDYMAN 40 years exp in building game. Tiling, renos, project management..Paul 0422 017072

HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling ........ Michael 0421 896796

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Reliable. 20 years exp................................0437 202050

BRICKLAYING, Rendering, Paving, Landscaping & Carpentry ................................ Jim 0417 526026

AW WOODWORK: furniture, kitchens, carpentry, handyman services ............... Adam 0455 813965

HEALTH

ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne ........................................... 66857366

MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations.............. 66843002

AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen – Om Healing..............................0422 387370

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE Relax, Revive, Restore... ..............................................Mark 0448 441194

OJAYOGA.COM.AU Classes, workshops, 1:1’s for mental health. ..................................0417 937373 

HIRE

MULLUM HIRE Marquees & all event equipment. Tools & machinery. Pool supplies & service 66843003

LANDSCAPING 

Text or Ph: 0448 401 638

LANDSCAPING & EARTHWORKS

goldleaflandscaping

20 years local experience       

8
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www.goldleaflandscaping.com.au4 ton Kobelco 10 ton Kobelco

LALA

Swim Ponds, Landscaping,
Water Features, Earth Moving

0448 401 638

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic 277154C ..............................................0423 700853

LOCKSMITH

Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair .......0412 764148

MICROCEMENTING

MICROCEMENT
SURFACES
Bathrooms, Benchtops,
Splashbacks, Floors and Walls,
Swimming pools.

   Daniele: 0451969427
moderncraftsman.com.au | microcement@moderncraftsman.com.au

PAINTING
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Professional Painter/Decorator
•30+ Years Experience •Interior & Exterior 

•Reasonable Prices

0451 298 363        splosh painting/decorating  

KNIGHTSBRIDGE
PAINTING & DECORATING     INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Li
c.

 2
13

03
4C

• Refurbishment

• New Builds

• Clean & Reliable

• Free Quotes

• Fully Licenced

• Fully Insured

LLOYD 
SHERLOCK
0411 784 926

COUNTRY BAY PAINTERS 35 years local pro. Quality work, free quotes. ........ Insured. 0478 671292

PEST CONTROL

Book our Termite Inspection & Pest Control package this winter and 
receive 10% off. Protect your home and save money with this limited-

time offer! Contact us today to schedule your appointment.

Phone 02 6685 4490 • Email: service@sanctuarypest.com.au

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL................................................................................ 66842018 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Tree Faerie Fotos
Professional • Commercial • Personal

www.treefaeriefotos.com • 0417 427 518

30+ years experience in commercial 
photography and photojournalism

PHYSIOTHERAPY
OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics, 

shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman ..................................................... 66803499

EWINGSDALE PHYSIO Matrix Therapy, all ages, massage. Renata ...............................0437 647137

PICTURE FRAMING
MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in Ocean Shores ..................................0403 734791

PLASTERING
PLASTERER, TRADE QUALIFIED repairs, renovations, cornices, quality assured. Kurt 0431 015414

CAPE BYRON PLASTERING. Gyprock/Venetian. 27 yrs exp, free quotes, lic + insured.0402 538155

RENDERING / SOLID PLASTERING 25 years experience. Free quotes. ........... Ph John 0406 673176 

PLUMBERS

NEED A PLUMBER?NEED A PLUMBER?
DRAINER? GASFITTER?DRAINER? GASFITTER?

CALL ChayCALL Chay 0429 805 0810429 805 081
20+ YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE20+ YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE

License No. 207479C

Taking on work NOW!
0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com

Ben The Plumber
    Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores,

  Brunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds
30 years’ experience  Lic: 321191C

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t and 3m tipper truck

 Blocked drain specialist

12 month guarantee 
on most jobs

Fully insured

Drain clearing, inspections and repairs.
Reliable family owned and operated 

local business with 30 years plumbing 
experience and the latest technology. 

Phone James  0429 888 683 Lic 378040C

Pro Plumbing ServiceScotty’s
Reliable and experienced

Working in Byron Shire for over 20 years
Phone Scotty anytime 0419 443 196

scottypro27@gmail.com  –  NSW Licence Number L13549

pppp d
tile and metal

BILL CONNORS All plumbing/draining. Lic #1051 .................................. 66801403 or 0414 801403

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C ....0419 019035

BRAD EVELEIGH PLUMBING based in Ocean Shores, no job too small. Lic 257153C........0438 140075

REMOVALISTS

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO
From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth

Just give us a ring
• Freight services to Brisbane weekly

• Carriers of fine art • Furniture removal
• E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646
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• Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne • Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne 
• North Qld • Country • Interstate • North Qld • Country • Interstate • • LOCALLOCAL

02 6684 2198  queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au

BENNY CAN MOVE IT! .................................................................................................0402 199999

ANDY’S MOVE & MORE Artworks, pianos, small moves, tip runs................................0429 149533

RYAN’S MINI MOVES ...................................................................................................0406 657 755
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ROOFING

MONTYS METAL
ROOFING

Licence NSW: 30715C
Licence QLD: 1227049 

DOMESTIC • INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL

Metal Roofing Installations
Guttering  •  Downpipes  •  Fascia

Skylights  •  Whirlybird Patios
Repairs  •  Leaf Guard

Craig Montgomery – 0418 870 362
Email: montysmetalroofing@gmail.com

www.montysmetalroofing.com.au

Metal Roofing & Guttering Experts
Serving from Ballina to Gold Coast.

- A Lifetime Warranty on Workmanship
- Double Satisfaction Checks
- Spotless Work Sites, Every Time

admin@oceanbluepr.com.au
0429 909 433
www.oceanbluepr.com.au

ering Experts
ast.

ship

License # QBCC: 15327621  NSW: 381929C

FRC ROOF PAINTING – Local, 10 years in biz, 150 x 5-star reviews. Free quotes ..........0419 789600

RUBBISH REMOVAL

OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip specialists ......................................... 0412 161564 or 66841232

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m3 trailer................................................................0408 210772

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 7m3 trailer. Prompt, reliable service........................0413 289443

SELF STORAGE

BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE............................................................................................... 66858349 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Say Goodbye to Septic Woes
Born & Bred Locals
Qualified Plumbers
Fully Insured
FREE septic evaluation

    with EVERY pump-out

Contact Daniel and the Team 24/7 for ALL your Septic 
System needs 02 6672 1644 or 0418 751 765

TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C. 0407 439805

APPROVED COMPOST TOILETS, council reports, septics etc. www.poohsolutions.com..........0427 897496

SOLAR INSTALLATION

Your local, qualified team. 
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs. 

Your local, qualified team. 
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs....... 

m 0428 320 262

e sunbeamsolar@bigpond.com

w sunbeamsolar.com.au

Call us on
6679 7228

Pioneers of the solar industry Serving Northern
NSW since 1998

Electric Lic 124600c

SWIMMING POOLS

BYRON BAY POOLS Get swimming this summer. ....................................................Ph 0415 257476

TELEVISION SERVICES

DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas .......... 66843575 or 0414 922786

TILING

WALL & FLOOR TILER/WATERPROOFER/STONEMASON Lic 24418C. ...........Ph Karl 0439 232434

AJ’s TILING all aspects. Bathrooms, kitchens, walls, floors, waterproofing. Lic 239988C ..0416 345202

TRANSPORT

Airpor t Transfers |  Tours |  Nights Out |  Coastal Walks
Events |  Par t ies |  Weddings |  Corporate |  Fest ivals

Call 0490 183 424

BYRON
BUS Co

arrive@byronbuscompany.com.au

Get a Quick Quote Now

Door to Door Charter Services
-

TREE SERVICES

CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES
The Fully Insured Professionals

Mark Linder Qualified Arborist
0408 202 184  

choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

•  Stump Grinding  •  Bobcat  •  Cherrypicker  
• Crane Truck  •  18" Chipper

• 20 years local knowledge and experience • Fully insured / free quotes 
• 19 inch chipper • Bobcat • Cherry picker • Crane truck

www.harttreeservices.com.au

0427 347 380

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING
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0435 019 524

Martino
TREE SERVICES
Byron Bay & Beyond

TREE CARE SPECIALISTSTREE C

leafittous.com.au

kascha@leafittous.com.au

Local . Reliable . Insured 

0402 487 213

040 0   3 37   75 8

Trees & Palms

Repor ts + Consultation

Habitat Hollows

www.trunkmonkarborist.com For the love of trees

17 Years Experience as an Arborist
Experienced crew ready to go.

Free Quotes | Insured | Amenity Tree Pruning
Removals | Chipping | Block Clearing

Council DA Assistance if required

Call Sam 0456 044602

BYRON TREE SERVICES AQF Level 5 consulting arborist, insured...................... Call Alex 0402 364852

LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes .......0402 487213

OUT ON A LIMB TREE SERVICES Lucas Holland Qualified arborist. ............................Luc 0402 191316

LOCAL TREE GUYS 15m crane truck. 18 inch chipper. Bobcat. ............................ Jason 0488 489159

TRUCK HIRE & HAULAGE

UPHOLSTERY

BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists............................. 66805255

VALUERS

BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers ............ 0431 245460 or 66857010

VETERINARY SURGEONS

MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Wills, Heidi Jenal. After hours avail.............. 66843818

NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer................................................. 66840735

WATER FILTERS

for home, commercial 
and rural properties

6680 8200 or 
0418 108 181

The Water Filter Experts

WELDING

WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless ..0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS

CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David.............................................0421 906460

WINDOW TINTING

SUNRISE W. T. 3/19-21 Centennial Cct, Byron. Cars, homes, offices, etc. High quality ..0412 158478

SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price.........................0434 875009
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02 6680 8111       |       1/27 Fletcher Street, Byron Bay

HOLIDAY 
PROPERTIES 

WANTED
NOW

byroncoastal.com.aubyronbayaccom.net

BYRON BAY ACCOM
Your Local Holiday Accommodation Specialists

for over 20 years!

View over 50 homes at www.mrpropertyservices.com.au
Email: enquiries@mrpropertyservices.com.au
Phone: 07 5523 3431   Mobile: 0403 713 658

Mr Property Services

Tweed Broadwater - Tweed Heads 

Call us on 0403 713 658  $555,000

Palms Village - Tweed Heads South

Call us on 0403 713 658  $389,000

2 1 2

Call us on 0403 713 658  $420,000

12 1

North Star - Hastings Point

Call us on 0403 713 658  $599,000

2 1 2

UNDER CONTRACT

Banksia Waters - Tweed Heads West

2 2 2

UNDER O
FFER

Elders Lifestyle Group announces rebrand 
of 21 offices across NSW

Elders Lifestyle Group, a 

trusted name in property services, 

is excited to announce the rebran-

ding of its 21 offices, spanning 

from Forster to Brunswick Heads, 

effective March 1, 2025 with the 

business now branded ‘Lifestyle.’

This significant change marks the 

culmination of eight years of excep-

tional growth, reflecting the group’s 

evolving vision and commitment to 

providing unparalleled property servi-

ces to the communities they operate in.

Since its inception, the Lifestyle 

Group has experienced remarkable 

growth, expanding its footprint and 

reinforcing its reputation as a trusted 

real estate partner. With a dedicated 

team of professionals and a focus on 

exceptional client experiences, the 

company has consistently set new 

benchmarks in the industry.

The rebranding initiative represents 

a fresh, dynamic chapter in the 

Lifestyle Group’s journey, reinforcing 

its continued commitment to offering 

outstanding experiences in real estate. 

With a 200+ workforce and 21 office 

locations now unified under a bold 

new identity, the group will continue to 

offer the same high standard of service 

that clients have come to expect over 

the years. With over 8,000 properties 

under management, 500 holiday 

managements and transacting over 

1,100 sales totalling $830m in 2024, the 

exponential growth of the business has 

shaped a new and fresh way forward.

CEO & Founder, David Gray, 

expressed his excitement about the 

rebrand, stating, ‘This is a celebration 

of the growth and transformation that 

the Lifestyle Group has undergone over 

the past eight years. As we enter this 

new chapter, we remain committed to 

our core values of embracing change, 

a growth mindset, a relationship focus, 

and thriving on energy. Our clients have 

always been at the heart of everything 

we do, and we are deeply grateful for 

their ongoing loyalty. We look forward 

to continuing to work with them and to 

making an even greater impact in the 

communities we serve.’

Jonathan Maggs, Lifestyle’s Head 

of Brand & Client Experience, shared 

his enthusiasm about the rebrand’s 

significance, adding, ‘Our refreshed 

brand identity represents more than 

just a new look – it’s a reflection of our 

journey and our unwavering commi-

tment to our clients. The new brand 

direction is designed to better connect 

with the diverse communities across 

our footprint while reinforcing the 

exceptional, personalised service that 

the Lifestyle Group is known for. We’re 

excited to continue building relations-

hips with our clients and strengthening 

our presence as a trusted partner in 

their real estate journey.’

David Gray also remarked about 

the group’s exit from one of Australia’s 

oldest real estate brands, ‘Elders have 

been accommodating and professional 

in our parting of ways, and I wish 

them every success. I think there 

has been somewhat of an unspoken 

understanding for a while now that 

we were rapidly growing to a size that 

no longer fit operating in a franchise 

model. As the Lifestyle Group evolved, 

it became clear that the time had come 

for us to establish our own identity. 

Our growth required something more 

unique – something that was distinctly 

ours.’

The Lifestyle journey began with the 

acquisition of Elders Port Macquarie in 

2017 – now the group’s headquarters 

- with this purchase including Elders 

Wauchope. In 2018, Dave added Elders 

Crescent Head, marking the beginning 

of what would soon be known as 

the ‘Elders Lifestyle Group.’ Over the 

years, the group expanded across the 

Mid North Coast and Northern NSW, 

acquiring additional Elders offices in 

Forster, Evans Head, and Grafton, along 

with three locations each in Camden 

Haven and the Macleay Valley. More 

recent acquisitions included Ballina 

and Lismore. Many other independent 

and franchise offices were rebranded as 

Elders Lifestyle Group, further strengt-

hening their presence in the region.

‘We are incredibly grateful for the 

unwavering support we’ve received 

over the past eight years,’ said Dave. 

‘This rebrand is a testament to the 

growth and success we’ve achieved 

together with our clients, and we look 

forward to continuing our pledge to 

serve these wonderful communities 

with the same passion, dedication and 

expertise that has always defined our 

brand.’

Clients can continue to expect the 

same level of personalised service and 

professionalism that has made the 

Lifestyle Group a trusted leader in real 

estate.

For more information about the 

rebrand and the services offered by 

Lifestyle Group, visit lifestylegroup.

com.au or contact your local Lifestyle 

office.

Website: lifestylegroup.com.au
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A U C T I O N
766 Urliup Road, Urliup 

“Mount View” An Ideal Tweed Hinterland Escape. The interstate owner’s plans have changed. 

homestead (STCA) and skip the Tweed Shire Council approval process which can take well 
over a year. Freehold 60.55ha* (149.62ac*) of mixed country with sections of elevated rural 

recommend that you inspect. 

raywhiteruraltweedvalley.com.au
WAIT?

Ray White Rural Murwillumbah | 02 6672 7555 

View 
Contact Agent 

March 2pm AEDT 

0404 051 111 
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lifestylegroup.com.auFind your

Jordan Byrnes
0475 309 530

Zell Bennett
0428 888 171

Clint McCarthy
0423 727 648

Robert Menin
0414 252 190

Jay Williams
0411 156 980

Peter Browning
0411 801 795

Kendall Atkinson
0414 828 900

Mark Ronan
0432 052 315

A new
identity.

Ballina
02 6686 3511 | 9/26-54 River Street
Evans Head
02 6682 6000 | 2/8 Oak Street
Lismore
02 6621 2387 |  85 Keen Street
Casino
02 6662 4888 | 113 Barker Street

Jan Borsje
0414 282 999

Barb Joblin
0438 866 264

Geoff Venn
0405 760 536

Michelle Mitchell
0423 322 873

James Young
0419 856 840

Brian O’Farrell
0428 661 400

Brody Aleckson
0428 661 402

Emma Waterhouse
0481 986 365

Paige Bienke
0402 371 504

David C Gray
CEO & Founder

Trent Savins
0403 624 193

Katrina Ulyatt
0466 717 517
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www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

23 NEW CITY ROAD, MULLUMBIMBY
Character Home with Dual Street 
Frontage on Two Titles!

PRICE  |  $900,000 - $990,000

OPEN  |  Sat 15th March 10 - 10:30am

•
ornate ceiling

• Quiet location yet within walking distance to town
and local schools

•
income

• Exciting opportunity for investment or development

711M2

3 22 2

Tara Torkkola
0423 519 698

Sally Green
0488 030 116

Reach an engaged and affluent audience! Research shows that 

advertising is more effective placed within news content.

Contact us today for great advertising options in The Echo newspaper, monthly Echo Property Magazine and website.

adcopy@echo.net.au   •   02 6684 1777   •   www.echo.net.au

Are you selling?
Have your property seen in Echo Property Magazine, 

The Echo newspaper and online!

UNBEATABLE ADVERTISING 
PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE 

NOW!

22,000 weekly Echo newspapers are distributed directly to homes 

and businesses across the Northern Rivers. Plus we have over 

125,000 weekly readers online at www.echo.net.au.
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www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

166 MYOCUM ROAD, EWINGSDALE 30 Acres - Minutes from Byron Bay 
- Spacious 4 Bedroom Home

PRICE  |  $2.5M

OPEN  |  By Appointment

• Rare large acreage this close to the centre of Byron
and beaches

• Usable land for agricultural or horticultural pursuits

• Spacious home with open-plan living and dining area
and lots of natural light

• Elevated house site offers views over the entire
property and creek

• Two large sheds & potential for second home (STCA)

30 ACRES

4 22 2

 
0400 028 594

Su Reynolds 
0428 888 660

A Rural Sanctuary with Sweeping 
Views

PRICE  |  Contact Agent

OPEN  |  Sat 15th March 10:30 - 11am

• North-East aspect with stunning rural views

• Expansive open-plan living area, with high-pitched
ceilings and large windows

• Multiple living spaces providing versatility, including
lounge, media and rumpus room

• Saltwater pool surrounded by extensive decking and
plenty of usable land for livestock or a hobby farm

845 FERNLEIGH ROAD, BROOKLET

 
0400 028 594

Su Reynolds 
0428 888 660

1.406HA

5 43 4

Immaculate Architectural 
Sanctuary in the Heart of Byron

PRICE  |  $2.8M - $3M

OPEN  |  Sat 15th March 12 - 12:30pm

• Well-maintained, architecturally designed home

•
between the living, dining, and kitchen areas with plenty
of natural light

• Plunge pool and alfresco area, complete with built-in
BBQ and space for a bar fridge

• Ideally located at the end of a quiet cul-de-sac and
just a short stroll to the heart of Byron Bay

4/6 KEATS STREET, BYRON BAY

Maggie Kelly 
0416 013 788

387M2

4 32 3

15 SUNRISE LANE, EWINGSDALE Captivating Retreat: A Private 
Paradise Awaits

PRICE GUIDE  |  $5.95M

OPEN  |  By Appointment

• Terraced gardens, with a northerly aspect, ocean
glimpses and views of the Cape Byron Lighthouse

• Light and bright interior with Queensland Silky Oak

• Lagoon-like pool complete with a waterslide and
cabana and a full sized tennis court

• Located in a quiet, country lane offering privacy yet
only minutes to the beaches and centre of Byron  

0400 028 594

Su Reynolds 
0428 888 660

10430M2

4 42 4
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Amanda Hasson 
0406 776 483

Rez Tal 
0405 350 682

byronproperty.com.au
info@byronproperty.com.au

Sales & Property Management
Contact the team today on 0412 057 672

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au

millerrealestate.com.au
@timmiller_realestate

AGENTS

Professional and results driven with 
extensive knowledge. Servicing the 
Byron Shire and beyond.

Call Paul for an appointment today.

PAUL PRIOR
SALES

0418 324 297
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

SHARON McINNES
SALES

0408 659 649
sharon@byronbayfn.com

TARA TORKKOLA
SALES

0423 519 698
tara@byronbayfn.com

@taratorkkolafirstnational

@taratorkkola_realestate

www.byronbayfn.com.au

Open for Inspection

First National Byron Bay
• 160 Reardons Lane, Swan Bay. Thurs 11–11.30am

• 54 Carlyle Street, Byron Bay. Thurs 12–12.30pm

• 16 Pine Avenue, Mullumbimby. Fri 10–10.30am

• 73 New City Road, Mullumbimby. Fri 10.45–11.15am

• 23 Prince Street, Mullumbimby. Fri 11.30am–12pm

• 24 Swell Avenue, Skennars Head. Sat 9–9.30am

• 7 Glendale Crescent, Ocean Shores. Sat 9–9.30am

• 55 Ruskin Street, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am

• 16 Pine Avenue, Mullumbimby. Sat 10–10.30am

• 835 Federal Drive, Goonengerry. Sat 10–10.30am

• 21 Excelsior Circuit, Brunswick Heads. Sat 10–10.30am

• 30 Kendall Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 23 New City Road, Mullumbimby. Sat 10–10.30am

• 845 Fernleigh Road, Brooklet. Sat 10.30–11am

• 23 Prince Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 10.45–11.15am

• 14A Beachside Drive, Suffolk Park. Sat 11–11.30am

• 35 Avocado Crescent, Ewingsdale. Sat 11–11.30am

• 325 Riverbank Road, Pimlico. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 4/6 Keats Street, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 49 Carlyle Lane, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 73 New City Road, Mullumbimby. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 135 Rocky Creek Dam Road, Dunoon. Sat 1–1.30pm

MANA Real Estate
• 55 Kyogle Road, Bray Park. Sat 9–9.30am

• 156 Byangum Road, Murwillumbah. Sat 10–10.30am

• 8 Kiyung Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am

• 1/50 Hall Drive, Murwillumbah. Sat 11–11.30am

• 8 Amarillo Drive, Murwillumbah. Sat 12–12.30pm

Ray White Byron Bay
• 5/112 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay. Wed 11–11.30am

• 5/112 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am

• 1/134 Alcorn Street, Suffolk Park. Sat 9–9.30am

• 13/41–43 Shirley Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 43 Childe Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 17 Beachside Drive, Suffolk Park. Sat 10–10.30am

• 9 George Street, Bangalow. Sat 11–11.30am

• 9 Bunjil Place, Byron Bay. 11–11.30am

• 7/68–70 Lawson Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am

• 15 Little Burns Street, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 7A Little Burns Street, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 355 Coopers Shoot Road, Coopers Shoot. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 70 Charltons Road, Federal. Sat 1.30–2pm

Sotheby’s International Realty Byron Bay
• 85 Skennars Head Road, Skennars Head. Sat 9–9.30am 

• 84 Hinterland Way, Tintenbar. Sat 9–9.30am 

• 32 Olivia Circuit, Lennox Head. Sat 10–10.30am 

• 15 Muli Muli Avenue, Ocean Shores. Sat 11–11.30am

North Coast Lifestyle Properties
• 2/11 Miram Place, Ocean Shores. Sat 9–9.30am 

• 1 Ocean Avenue, New Brighton. Sat 10–10.30am 

• 73a Kingscliff Street, Kingscliff. Sat 11–11.30am 

• 7B Hart Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 11–11.30am 

• 3/15 Jarrett Street, Ballina. Sat 12.30–1pm

Ruth Russell Realty
• 73 New City Road, Mullumbimby. Fri 10.45–11.15am

• 11 Garden Ave, Mullumbimby. Sat 11–11.45am 

• 73 New City Road, Mullumbimby. Sat 12.30–1.15pm

• 1/6 Boondoon Crescent, Ocean Shores. Sat 3.45–4.30pm

• 2/6 Boondoon Crescent, Ocean Shores. Sat 3.45–4.30pm

NEW LISTINGS

First National Byron Bay
• 135 Rocky Creek Dam Road, Dunoon

• 845 Fernleigh Road, Brooklet

MANA
• 55 Kyogle Road, Bray Park

• 8 Amarillo Drive, Dunbible

• 156 Byangum Road, Murwillumbah

North Coast Lifestyle Properties
• 31 Peter Street, South Golden Beach 

• 1a Kulgun Court, Ocean Shores

• 3/15 Jarrett Street, Ballina

• 7B Hart Court, Ocean Shores
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Katrina Ulyatt
Whether you’re buying or selling, 

I’m here to help you through every 
step of the process.

Call Kat for a Chat on 0466 717 517
Lismore, Casino and surrounds

Property Business Directory

NP CONVEYANCING
PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE

NPC

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE?
We are here to help

PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS 
IN BYRON BAY NOW

NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE 
IN POTTSVILLE                  Lic No 06000098

P: 02 6687 0548  |  hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au 

NSW & QLD Conveyancing, Leases, 
Business Sale & Purchase

CONVEYANCING

FINANCE

We project manage building, 

| Project Manager
0411 575 991

craig@cacm.net.au

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

PROPERTY STYLING

cactushillproject.com.au 
home@cactushillproject.com.au

PROPERTY STAGING
styling for sale

call us for a free quote on 
0432 574 321

12 years local Real Estate experience

Highly competitive fees & introductory offers

Friendly & Approachable agents you can trust

Premium results & peace of mind

Effective, modern technology  

Alyce Field & Kasey Williams
Ph: 04

E: admin@byronpropertyhub.com.au
Property Management & Sales

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

0412 833 280

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

Finance Broker

Home Loans
Investment Loans
First Home Buyers
Car Loans

Debt Consolidation
SMSF Lending
Commercial Loans
Development Funding
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PROPERTY VALUATION

STEVE TANCRED
Property Valuer 
and Consultant
Prompt advice directly 
from valuer principal

FROGLEY TANCRED AND ASSOCIATES PTY LTD
Lennox Head, NSW • 0428 875 396  •  steve@frogleyvaluers.com.au
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Hands up councillors who 

still believe that building on 

floodplains is good planning? 

Perhaps disaster prepared-

ness should be a focus? It 

should have been since 2022, 

and it’s never too late to start.

The Bangalow Film Festival 

has been postponed – with 

new dates to be announced. 

All tickets are transferable 

of course. For more info visit 

bangalowfilmfestival.com.au.

You’re fired. Wait, you’re 

rehired. Email a list of things 

you’ve done today. Wait, forget 

it, you’re fired again. Come 

back, your job was important. 

You’re fired. Or hired. Come 

into the office. Wait, the office 

has no computers, go home. 

We are the department of US 

government efficiency, DOGE. 

As the cyclone approached, 

Liberal opposition leader 

Peter Dutton abandoned his 

electorate in Brisbane for 

a political fundraiser with 

hospitality billionaire Justin 

Hemmes in Vaucluse. PM 

Scott Morrison holidayed in 

Hawaii while Australia burned 

in 2019. See pages 10 and 21.

Local Michael Abboud 

has launched an off-grid 

capable First Aid Tablet (FAT), 

described as ‘A lifeline for 

communities in crisis’. He 

says ‘the FAT Kit is a rugged, 

all-in-one emergency device 

and kit that provides critical 

communication, navigation, 

and survival resources in the 

worst conditions. To find out 

more visit firstaidtablet.com.

Are you an aspiring mans-

plaining misogynist predator? 

Well, visit artist-exploiting 

app Spotify to get all of 

Andrew Tate’s ‘Pimping Hoes 

Degree’ courses. It’s true! As is 

the petition to get it removed.

Welfare payments have 

increased, reports AAP, with 

single pensioners receiving 

an extra $3,913 each year, 

and couples to receive an 

additional combined $5,902. 

JobSeeker payments will 

increase to $5,038, with single 

parents, mainly women, set 

to be more than $7,500 better 

off annually.

Four Vagina Conversations
shows are planned from 

March 13 to 16 at The Brun-

swick Picture House. Now in 

its 10th year, organisers say 

18 women have rehearsed for 

two months and will deliver 

incredibly diverse shows. 

All funds go to the Mullum 

& Tweed Domestic Violence 

Services’. See page 20.

Those impacted by the 

cyclone can apply for the 

Disaster Recovery Allowance* 

at servicesaustralia.gov.au/

natural-disaster-support. A 

Personal Hardship Assistance 

Grant* for individuals and 

families is also available 

at www.nsw.gov.au/

cyclonealfredrecovery. 

*Conditions apply. 

Congrats to former Labor MP 

and coal and gas defender, 

Joel Fitzgibbon, whose new 

Brickworks job pays him 

$160,000 pa. Brickworks has 

ties to coal, according to 

www.reneweconomy.com.au.

Type store name here  
Type store address here 
T 0000 0000

10YEAR

WARRANTY

10

16 Brigantine St, Byron Bay | 02 6685 5212
www.bedsrus.com.au

How do I stay 
safe online?

Can I get help to 
learn more about 

technology?

ONE-ON-ONE LESSONS FOR SENIORS
Be tech savvy and learn how to use your 

phones, tablets, laptops and computers.

Tech help available for Apple devices

How do you 
send a photo?

Qualified, patient and 
experienced teacher
Phone or email: 0420 235 624 
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

can i get help to 
learn more about 
using my phone?

Alexa snapped her two daughters, Darcy (7) and Bowie (5), while they waited for Alfred. Alexa 

and her family evacuated to Ocean Shores Golf Club from their South Golden Beach home.

Take control of your 

Ord Minnett is the trading brand of Ord Minnett Limited ABN 86 002 733 048, holder of AFS Licence Number 237121, a Market Participant of ASX Limited and Cboe Australia Pty Limited and a Member of 
the Stockbrokers and Investment Advisers Association. 

future for you and your family.

an investment strategy to your goals.

For an obligation free consultation, start a conversation
Advisers Jake Blumberg,  02 8216 6359, email jblumberg@ords.com.au 
or Sam La Cava,  02 8216 6301, email slacava@ords.com.au or visit 
ords.com.au

Are you prepared for the imminent arrival of 
winged friends carried by the summer breeze? 

Working Windows specialise in the repair 
and replacement of windows, doors, 

fly screens and security screens. 

With 10+ years experience in timber, 
aluminium and uPVC products, 

we deliver top-quality, eco-friendly results. 

Are your windows and 
doors working? 

Contact Toby or Jake today! 

Toby: 0405 793 994
Jake: 0435 506 465

workingwindows1@gmail.com
workingwindows.com.au
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