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A dive into youth crime intervention funding
Hans Lovejoy

More police resources to address 

youth crime in regional NSW were 

announced last week, after another 

program aimed at educating young 

Indigenous people on the North 

Coast was quietly axed by the fed-

eral Labor government late last year. 

As reported in early February, a 

crime prevention program – which 

was supported by community and 

local police – was axed without 

explanation. 

The Echo sought an explana-

tion from NSW Labor Education 

Minister, Pru Carr, as to why that 

crime prevention program – the 

Aboriginal Alternative Learning 

Program (AALP) – was scrapped.

Handballed questions
Minister Carr’s office instead 

handballed it to the department 

she is responsible for. 

While an education department 

spokesperson told The Echo, ‘The 

department is not aware of any 

Indigenous crime prevention 

program axed last year on the 

Northern Rivers’, they said another 

program, The Aboriginal Alternate 

Learning Faculty at the Southern 

Cross School of Distance Education, 

closed after ‘federal funding for the 

faculty ceased in Semester 2, 2024’.

They said it managed ten learn-

ing hubs for distance education 

students. Since the funding cut, 

they said, ‘The NSW Department of 

Education has supported students 

to return to their local public school, 

engage in post-school pathways, or 

remain as full-time online learners.’

The spokesperson added, ‘It 

follows an audit which uncovered 

irregularities in enrolment numbers. 

The faculty was federally funded 

through Ngulingah Lands Council’.

Local NSW MP, Tamara Smith 

Paul Bibby

Byron Shire Council is set to begin 

the next round of major drainage 

reconstruction works in the Byron 

Bay CBD in June, acknowledging 

that the project will have a ‘signifi-

cant impact’ on business and the 

community.

However, unlike the much-

maligned Lawson Street drainage 

project undertaken last year, the 

next round of works will reportedly 

be timed to limit the financial reper-

cussions for local shop owners.

And it appears that this time 

affected businesses owners have 

been given more than a few weeks’ 

notice about the imminent closure 

of the streets where their shops 

are located. 

An agenda item coming up 

at this week’s Council meeting 

proposes that councillors endorse 

the final plans for the town centre 

component of the Byron Bay drain-

age upgrade.

14–18 months of work
The plans involve a major rede-

sign of the town’s centre surface 

and subsurface stormwater man-

agement system and it is estimated 

that the entire project will take 

14–18 months to complete.

The works are designed to miti-

gate flooding in the centre of town 

during major weather events such 

as the floods experienced in 2022.

‘Construction of this scope of 

works is complex and multifaceted, 

involving significant excavation, 

sheet piling, dewatering, drainage 

installation, service relocation and 

road reconstruction works in some 

of the town’s main streets,’ Council 

staff state in their report.

‘Impacts on community and 

businesses will be significant, and 

consultation with the community 

has been undertaken during the 

design process to raise awareness 

and understanding of the disrup-

tion that will occur.’

‘Impact mitigation measures 

have been stipulated in the Expres-

sion of Interest (EOI) and Request 

for Tender (RFT) documents to 

ensure that disruption to residents 

and businesses is minimised as 

much as possible.’

Mitigation measures 
One of these impact mitigation 

measures, staff say, is the require-

ment that construction on Byron’s 

CBD roads must not take place in 

December or January.

The reconstruction works which 

were sprung on Lawson Street busi-

nesses during the September school 

holiday period last year nearly sent 

several of the shops to the wall.   

The stipulation that this mis-

take not be repeated, in concert 

with the deadlines imposed by 

the government grants which are 

funding the project, means that 

the works must commence no 

later than June.

To expedite the process, staff are 

asking that authority to undertake 

several activities associated with the 

project be delegated to them and 

the general manager rather than 

requiring sign-off from councillors.

But it appears meeting these 

tight timeframes and limiting the 

impact on businesses is not the 

only challenge facing Council in 

relation to the project. 

▶ Continued on page 2 ▶ Continued on page 3

A nationwide march to end native forest logging was held on Sunday, with a large contingent of Byron 

residents adding their voice to the campaign. NSW native forests are managed mainly by the state 

government via the Forestry Corporation of NSW. Over many years, they have been fined  – by the 

government that owns it – for breaches of environmental laws and illegal logging. Those marching took over 

the road from Railway Park up to the Lawson Street roundabout, and marched to the Main Beach Peace Pole 

to hear from speakers and performers. Photo Jeff ‘Old Growth’ Dawson

Speaking up for forests
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NSW Reconstruction AuthorityHave you been affected by 
Tropical Cyclone Alfred?
The New South Wales Reconstruction Authority is 
here to help you recover.

Assistance is available in the Northern Rivers and 
Mid North Coast.

You can visit a local recovery assistance point or 
mobile outreach location for practical advice and 
support, including:

For more information, scan the QR code, 
visit nsw.gov.au/CycloneAlfredRecovery, 
or call 13 77 88

• Replacing lost documents

• Accessing mental health services

• Applying for Hardship Assistance Grants

Cost blow out?
The staff report suggests 

that the final cost of the 

works has blown out.

‘Council needs to be satis-

fied that there are sufficient 

funds available prior to 

moving to tender the works,’ 

the report states.

‘Council sought clarifica-

tion on pricing from the con-

tractors for certain elements 

of their submissions.  

‘This has resulted in 

revised pricing. 

‘These revised prices vary 

from the Evaluation Panel 

Recommendation Report.

‘A resolution is also sought 

to grant the mayor and 

general manager delegation 

to lobby state and federal 

governments for additional 

funding to enable Council 

to complete the full scope 

of the Byron drainage works 

inclusive of additional drain-

age work in the Recreation 

Grounds catchment, which 

would require an additional 

$10 million investment.’

The Parade of Nations kicked off the Pro Adaptive Surfing Championships in 

Byron on Sunday, with surfers from Australia and around the planet all competing 

over six days. On Saturday, the semi-finals will be held, followed by the finals on 

Sunday and presentations later at the  Byron Bay Services Club. For more visit 

www.adaptivesurfproaustralia.com. Photo Jeff Dawson

Improvements slated for Shire’s north
Paul Bibby

Byron Shire Council has 

released its future vision 

for the Shire’s north, which 

proposes improvements for 

what has been known to be a 

neglected part of the Shire.

For the month of April, 

the Draft Place Plan for New 

Brighton, South Golden 

Beach, and Ocean Shores 

will be on public exhibition 

so that locals can have their 

say on what’s planned and 

suggest their own ideas.

The vision
Among the suggested 

projects are turning the Tom 

Kendall Sports Field into a 

multi-use village green, and 

building a second oval at 

Bob Bellear Sports Field.

There are also extensive 

plans to improve pedestrian, 

cyclist, and driver safety 

across the northern Shire 

with a specific focus on 

beach and village centre 

carparks, key intersections 

and introducing traffic 

calming measures to reduce 

vehicle speeds in residential 

streets.

Closely connected to 

this is the Council’s plan to 

introduce an extensive and 

strategic network of paths 

and cycleways across the 

three towns as a way of 

increasing opportunities 

for connection and active 

transport.

It is hoped this will 

complement improvements 

in public transport, though 

the Council appears to be 

relying on the state govern-

ment to take the lead on this 

idea – something that has 

been tried in the past with 

little success.

Funding sources
It appears that state 

government funding will also 

be relied upon to make many 

of Council’s ideas a reality.

‘The speed and success of 

the Place Plan implementa-

tion will heavily depend on 

finding appropriate funding 

sources for each project,’ 

Council’s Place Liaison 

Officer, Stephanie McMurray 

said in her report to this 

week’s Council meeting 

where the plan will be up for 

debate.

‘Funding source options 

can include: federal, state 

and local grants, Byron Shire 

developer contributions, 

Byron Shire Council annual 

budget as informed by 

Council’s Operational Plan, 

and community funds.’

One idea that may not 

require government funds, 

however, is Council’s vision 

for the Ocean Shores shop-

ping centre.

Among its top 20 priority 

projects is to ‘encourage 

the Ocean Shores Shopping 

Centre area to evolve into 

a town centre’, something 

which locals have been 

requesting for more than 20 

years.

This Draft Place Plan was 

developed with contributions 

from the New Brighton, South 

Golden Beach and Ocean 

Shores communities, includ-

ing local Minjungbal and 

Bundjalung representatives, 

community groups and asso-

ciations, local school students 

and business owners.

Council also established 

a Stakeholder Reference 

Group, made up of com-

munity representatives and 

other stakeholders (such 

as technical experts and 

government agencies). It 

is proposed that feedback 

from the public exhibition 

period will lead to a final 

Place Plan, which will be 

reported to councillors for 

adoption in June.

Byron CBD drainage works announced

Pro-adaptive comp comes to Byron Bay

 ▶ Continued from page 1
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Byron Bay FC welcomes new clubhouse

(Greens) told The Echo it is 

possible that the NSW Educa-

tion Department were not 

aware of the Aboriginal Alter-

native Learning Program, as 

it may have been delivered 

through Commonwealth 

Department of Indigenous 

Affairs.

She told The Echo the 

axing of both programs was 

‘an awful coincidence, but 

tells a story of chronic under-

funding, and zero circling 

back to review what works 

and what doesn’t’.

‘The Indigenous crime 

prevention program was an 

outstanding course being 

delivered through Southern 

Cross Distance Education 

(SXDE). I worked for a decade 

at SXDE, and was part of the 

founding teams who piloted 

outreach programs like this 

across our region that directly 

supported improvements in 

both learning and social out-

comes for Aboriginal children 

and young people.’

She said the department 

axed most of SXDE’s outreach 

programs after an audit last 

year, ‘because of allegations 

of corruption and fraudulent 

conduct’. 

‘While obviously those 

matters needed to be 

investigated, there were 

many ways that outreach 

student programs could have 

continued. Students and 

their families did nothing 

wrong, but they are the ones 

who lost out, as well as the 

broader community.’ 

‘As a member of the stand-

ing committee on Law and 

Safety that has been holding 

an inquiry with hearings 

across the state into regional 

youth crime, diversionary 

programs that are effective 

are being comprehensively 

explored. We are presenting 

our interim report in May’.

Bundjalung success
‘The Balunda diversionary 

program in Tabulam designed 

for Bundjalung offenders 

convicted of non-violent 

offences is very successful. I 

helped set up teaching and 

learning at Balunda 15 years 

ago, and the model that 

puts Bundjalung Elders and 

community at the centre of 

program design and delivery 

has consistently lowered 

recidivism and helped offend-

ers turn their lives around. 

‘One Vision is another 

highly successful organisa-

tion in our region that has 

directly diverted young 

offenders from the criminal 

justice system, and they are 

an organisation I have sup-

ported for over ten years’. 

Ms Smith added, ‘I am 

hopeful that our inquiry 

will lead to the funding of 

evidence-based diversion-

ary models that will make 

a difference. We have the 

highest rate of incarceration 

of Aboriginal people in our 

history right now. The current 

piecemeal approach is not 

working, and Aboriginal 

people must be at the heart 

as co-designers of any pro-

grams that affect their lives.’

Meanwhile, the federal 

and state Labor governments 

say they are investing $5 

million each into the ‘Get 

Back in the Game’ program 

which aims to help local 

organisations deliver special-

ist support to young people 

aged 15 to 21.

▶ Continued from page 1

A dive into youth crime intervention funding

BBFC President and goalie Kerry Northcott, and behind her, left to right: John McKay, 

Clinton Bown and Todd Knaus. Photo Jeff ‘Playing The Ball Not The Player’ Dawson

A fter around ten 

years of community 

fundraising and hard 

work, the Byron Bay FC held 

an official opening celebra-

tion last Friday for its new 

community clubhouse.

Located in the Byron Rec-

reational Grounds, facilities 

include a canteen, change 

rooms, disabled access, a 

serving kitchen, office and 

store room. 

John McKay from the club 

told The Echo there is also an 

auditorium for the club’s use, 

which will also be available for 

rent for community groups.

Mr McKay added the club 

had a ‘good relationship 

with Council with getting the 

clubhouse built’. 

For more information visit 

www.byronbayfc.com.au.



4 The Byron Shire Echo www.echo.net.au

Local News North Coast news online

With a federal election 

expected to be called at any 

moment, Richmond Greens 

candidate Mandy Nolan 

launched her campaign on 

Friday night at the Bangalow 

A&I Hall. 

The event featured MC 

Madeleine West, party 

leader Adam Bandt, human 

rights advocate Brett Solo-

mon and Aboriginal All Stars 

comedian and Block TV star, 

Andy Saunders.

During the week, her office 

released a number of policies.

Greens MP Sarah Hanson-

Young was at the Byron Bay 

Wildlife Hospital last week 

to launch a Wildlife Rescue 

Strategy for Byron Bay, 

which is part of a $20 million 

a year National Wildlife 

Rescue Strategy. 

Wildlife Recovery Aus-

tralia CEO Dr Stephen Van Mil 

said, ‘This announcement 

recognises the critical need 

for a proper framework 

and recurrent operational 

funding for Australian wildlife 

rescue, medical treatment 

and rehabilitation. These 

services are almost entirely 

reliant on charities like ours, 

volunteers, philanthropy, 

donations and veterinarians 

and nurses giving their pro-

fessional services away.’

Meanwhile, a Greens 

plan to protect Australian 

communities from disasters 

‘supercharged by coal and 

gas’ was released. 

The Climate Response 

Service would put ‘thou-

sands of people on the 

ground and help prepare for 

fires, floods, and cyclones; 

and assist with the extensive 

cleanup after they strike’.

The media release says 

the ‘climate army’ would be 

funded ‘by making big coal 

and gas corporations pay 

more tax’.

The Greens say, ‘The 

proposal to commit $1B 

a year over three years 

would create a service to be 

managed by the National 

Emergency Management 

Authority (NEMA), working 

with local communities to 

provide skilled, scalable 

support in a crisis. Specifics 

would be devised through 

the NEMA’s consultation with 

communities, the ADF, and 

local service providers and 

volunteer groups’.

‘Evidence provided to the 

recent Select Committee on 

Australia’s Disaster Resilience 

found that the ADF is being 

increasingly stretched by 

the increasing frequency of 

callouts to global warming 

charged natural disasters, and 

lacks the resources to handle 

incidents like bushfires. 

‘Nearly one in two coal 

and gas corporations pays no 

tax,’ say the Greens.   
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From left Greens leader Adam Bandt, local NSW MP Tamara 

Smith, NSW MLC Sue Higginson, Mandy, MLC Abigail Boyd, 

MP Mehreen Faruqi and MP Cate Faehrmann. 

Photo Jeff ‘In The Green Room Feeling Greened Out’ Dawson

Tourism symposium, awards to be held in Byron  
The 2025 North Coast Tourism 

Symposium and North Coast 

Regional Tourism Awards 

will be co-hosted by Byron 

Council and Destination North 

Coast NSW on July 31. 

Council staff encouraged 

local tourism businesses 

to apply for the prestigious 

awards, which are open 

until May 9.

‘The North Coast Tourism 

Symposium is an annual 

one-day tourism industry 

event that brings together 14 

North Coast local government 

areas (LGAs) from the Mid 

North Coast, Port Macquarie-

Hastings area all the way up 

to Byron and Tweed Shires, 

including Lord Howe Island’.

Mayor, Sarah Ndiaye, said, 

‘It’s a wonderful opportunity 

to highlight the rich creativ-

ity, spectacular nature and 

resilience that has always 

been a part of our commu-

nity here in Byron Shire’.

Valuable resources 
She said the awards 

process offers ‘valuable 

resources, including webinars 

and expert guidance, as a way 

to recognise the dedication 

and innovation that contrib-

ute to our shared success’.

Byron Shire Council’s 

Business and Industry Project 

Lead, Nicole Silburn, said it 

would be great to have more 

Byron-based businesses 

participating in the awards.

‘We’d love these awards 

to reflect the true diversity of 

our tourism businesses, and 

particularly this year, we’d 

love to see applications from 

our ecotourism, cultural 

tourism and Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Island tourism 

experiences coming through,’ 

Mrs Silburn said.

To get involved, visit 

www.dncnsw.com/2025-

north-coast-regional-

tourism-awards.

Lennox restaurant rises from the ashes
Paul Bibby

The owners of a much-loved 

Lennox Head eatery that was 

badly damaged in a kitchen 

fire say they have been blown 

away by the outpouring of 

community support which 

will allow them to reopen 

within weeks.

The team from Rustic Char 

were devastated when the 

January 16 fire forced them 

to close the doors of their 

Ballina Street shop less than 

nine months after opening.

Co-owners Ludo and 

Byron feared their dream 

was over after the fire, with 

repairs likely to run into the 

thousands of dollars and 

take months to complete.

But the local community 

sprang to their aid, with 

donations pouring in via a 

GoFundMe page set up by a 

couple of friends.

In the ensuing weeks, 

nearly $20,000 was donated 

to fund the repairs and sup-

port the owners while they 

were being undertaken.

Incredibly, nearly half of 

this amount poured in within 

the first 24 hours. Ludo and 

Byron now say they’re going 

to reopen the business.

‘This has been a labour of 

love and commitment that 

has turned into a nightmare 

beyond our control,’ the pair 

said in a statement on behalf 

of the Rustic Char team.

‘We didn’t think we would 

be able to go on but none of 

you would have it. Because of 

the love and support of each 

and every one of you we hope 

to continue our journey.

‘We are especially thank-

ful to be a part of this amaz-

ingly beautiful community. 

‘Thank you for being 

awesome and for giving us 

the support to continue our 

dream of feeding you beauti-

ful food.’

Gags and policy: Greens launch campaign Fire ant eradication poisons spark 
public meeting, March 30
A public meeting to discuss 

the possible implications 

of the Fire Ant Eradication 

Program being implemented 

in the Byron Shire will be 

held at the Mullumbimby 

Ex-Services Club on Sunday, 

March 30, from 6pm.

Co-organiser, councillor 

David Warth, told The Echo  

that impacted residents from 

SE Qld and Murwillumbah 

will provide their experiences, 

and councillors from Byron 

and Tweed shires are invited.

‘The discussion will aim 

to create protocols that will 

avoid the broad scale use of 

poisons in our environment’, 

he says. ‘According to the 

information released by the 

eradication program, the con-

sequences of not dealing with 

this threat are catastrophic, 

involving billions of dollars of 

damage across many environ-

ments and industries’.

He says the eradication 

procedures includes poison 

bait distribution by aircraft, 

helicopters, drones and also 

teams of operators treating 

properties on the ground.

Endocrine disruptors 
He says the poisons used 

in the program – pyriproxyfen 

and S-methoprene – are endo-

crine disruptors which impact 

insect growth hormones.

‘These poisons are not 

able to specifically target fire 

ants, and as such, will poison 

all insects that take the bait. 

‘Going up the food chain 

the effects are both immedi-

ate and cumulative, and are 

cause for concern. We are 

told that these chemicals 

are safe and effective, and 

that the Australian TGA has 

cleared them for use.’ Cr 

Warth added that despite 

the assurance that native 

ant species find it easier to 

recolonise after fire ants are 

eradicated, this is contrary to 

findings from overseas.
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Vale Eddie Phillips
Adam van Kempen

The sky seemed a little 

darker this week after the 

passing of long-time local 

luminary, Edwin (Eddie) John 

Phillips. 

Eddie passed away on 

March 15, after a short illness, 

surrounded by his loving 

family. 

He was born and raised 

by his mother Gabrielle 

with his sister Gail, in the 

small coastal town of The 

Entrance on the NSW Central 

Coast. It was there that he 

developed his lifelong pas-

sion for surfing. As a result, 

he built the largest historical 

and vintage collection of 

surfboards in the country.

Eddie was an entrepre-

neur from a young age. After 

a small stint at a fitness 

centre in Sydney, he left 

Australia for Asia in the 1970s 

with modest savings to find 

his fortune in Hong Kong. 

Spa King 
With his business partner, 

Barry Wain, they set up 

Phillip Wain; a chain of suc-

cessful, luxury, health and 

beauty fitness centres across 

Southeast Asia. From there, 

Eddie became known as the 

Fitness King of Hong Kong, 

and then later, the Spa King 

in Australia.  

Eddie returned to Aus-

tralia and continued with 

Camp Eden Health Retreat, 

the first of its kind nationally.  

He then created a successful 

portfolio of business invest-

ments such as The Middle 

Pub and Chincogan Hotel in 

Mullumbimby, Kirra Beach 

Hotel, and the Pearl South 

Pacific in Fiji, to name a few. 

Eddie eventually resided 

in his spiritual home of Byron 

Bay, where he lived for the 

next 20 or so years. 

He was a proud and loving 

father, and an incredibly 

astute businessman who 

pulled himself up from 

humble beginnings. Rich in 

generosity and spirit, he was 

a passionate and strong-

willed man, a dreamer as 

well as an inspiring leader. 

You always knew when Eddie 

was in the room, his presence 

and vivacity was always felt.

He was larger than life, 

loved a party and will be 

sorely missed by his children; 

Natasha, Bogart and Jesse, 

their mothers Deborah and 

Kellie, and all of us who loved 

his boundless energy and his 

unique personality. 

Vale Eddie Phillips. For 

funeral details, contact 

Paperbark Deathcare and 

Funerals on 0466 526 156.

Entrepreneur Edwin (Eddie) John Phillips. Photo supplied
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Banner at Protesters 
Falls near Nimbin 
calls for forest 
protection

Climbers deployed a banner 

reading ‘Protecting Forests is 

Climate Action’ at Protestor 

Falls near Nimbin in the lead 

up to last Sunday’s march for 

native forest protection.

Have you seen this 
plant?

A recent discovery of six 

Miconia calvescens (Miconia) 

plants near Burringbar have 

led to a call for Tweed, Ballina 

and Byron Shire residents to 

keep an eye out for the plant. 

Lismore community 
donations help kids 
get back to school

There were 123 children 

across Lismore who started 

the school year with an 

extra helping hand thanks to 

Lismore’s Operation Backpack.

Justine Elliot 
announces free 
mental health clinic 
for Tweed

Federal Labor Member for 

Richmond has been busy 

announcing funding promises 

and projects in the lead up 

to the imminent but yet-to-

be-scheduled 2025 federal 

election.

No club grants for 
Tweed, Ballina or 
Lismore in March list

The state government says 

more than $6.15 million is to 

be distributed among dozens 

of community groups, but the 

Tweed, Ballina and Lismore 

state electorates have failed to 

receive any of the money. 

ACOSS says bold 
action needed to 
lift national living 
standards

The Australian Council of 

Social Service has called 

on all political parties and 

candidates to commit to a 

bold, people-centred policy 

agenda ahead of yesterday’s 

federal budget, with urgent 

investment in social security, 

housing, employment, climate 

action and disaster resilience.

Call to change NSW 
medicinal cannabis 
driving laws 

A call has gone out to NSW 

Premier Chris Minns to take 

action on outdated NSW 

road laws that effectively 

ban medicinal cannabis 

patients from driving even if 

they haven’t used cannabis 

for days. 

North Coast News

10 meters above height limit: 
concerns raised about Tweed DA
Aslan Shand 

Not all Tweed councillors 

supported the $51 million, 

13-storey affordable housing 

development for Tweed 

Heads with Deputy Mayor, 

and independent councillor, 

Meridith Dennis, telling The 
Echo that, ‘there are so many 

things wrong with it’.

The development 

application (DA) for 25 to 

27 Boyd Street has been 

submitted by the NSW 

government’s Homes NSW 

and will be decided by the 

state government as a state 

significant development. 

However, the Tweed Shire 

Council (TSC) has been 

asked to comment on the 

submission and they have 

raised a significant number 

of concerns. 

‘They are not meeting 

their own planning laws,’ 

explained Cr Dennis, who 

voted against supporting the 

TSC submission to the state 

government.

‘We desperately need 

affordable housing, but 

there are so many things 

wrong with it if you look 

at the number of changes 

needed to be made to this 

DA. There are issues around 

traffic, noise management, 

exceeding height limits, 

flooding, parking, that it 

is only affordable housing 

for 15 years – then it won’t 

be affordable housing any 

more,’ she told The Echo. 

This sentiment was 

echoed by both the Tweed 

Mayor, independent Chris 

Cherry, and Greens council-

lor Dr Nola Firth. 

‘The staff have identified 

many, many things that need 

to be addressed,’ said Cr 

Firth at the meeting. 

‘There’s things like some 

of the ground floor units 

being below probable maxi-

mum flood level, that there’s 

problems with ventilation, 

solar access, the communal 

space, the outdoor commu-

nal space, noise monitoring, 

what’s going to happen 

about the hotline, the need 

for bicycle places, there 

needs to be input by a local 

housing provider, balcony 

design needs to have privacy 

and weather protection, 

there’s insufficient storage . 

And there’s a lot more than 

that. It must have been done 

in a hurry.’

Tweed Council staff have 

set out around 25 conditions 

including contributions 

for sewer and water, green 

space and roads contribu-

tions, as if this were a 

normal development. These 

contributions will have to be 

‘negotiated’ with the state 

government. 

Not in perpetuity
Mayor Cherry highlighted 

the fact that as the current 

application stands the state 

government is seeking signifi-

cant exemptions on height, 

with the 44.4m height almost 

10m over the allowed height 

limit, and parking, but the 

housing is not guaranteed to 

remain as affordable housing 

after 15 years. 

‘If you’re getting a 30 

per cent increase in yield 

because of it being afford-

able housing development, 

then you should be made to 

keep it being an affordable 

housing development,’ she 

told the meeting.

The Department of Plan-

ning, not Council, will be 

deciding the DA. 

The majority of council-

lors supported the motion to 

endorse the staff submission 

with Crs Dennis and Hone 

voting against. 

 Read full story in The Echo 
Online at: www.echo.net.au. 

Mia Armitage & Aslan Shand

Saturday afternoon at 

approximately 5.30pm a 

member of the public called 

000 about the building fire 

on Morton Street, Chinderah. 

Fire crews arrived to black 

smoke billowing out of the 

large factory building.

‘By the time the crews 

got here from Kingscliff and 

Banora Point the fire was 

already well advanced, and it 

was emitting large amounts 

of black smoke,’ NSW Fire 

and Rescue Inspector Price 

Conlon who is based at Bal-

lina, told The Echo. 

‘When they got here 

they were confronted by a 

well-developed fire. They 

set about their work in 

extinguishing it and called 

in further resources to help 

with the fire fight.’

The building was approxi-

mately 60 metres by 20 

metres. It is a steel construc-

tion and has three separate 

occupants: landscape 

supply, production parts 

storage, and some offices.

The fire was finally extin-

guished at 12.15pm Monday 

and the process saw over 100 

firefighters attend the scene. 

‘The main object that was 

on fire was actually mulch. So 

it’s a natural product without 

any hazardous runoff,’ said 

Inspector Conlon. 

The mulch was to the rear 

of the building, but due to 

the fact the structure was 

unstable the firefighters were 

unable to enter the building. 

NSW Rural Fire Service 

(RFS) provided assistance 

on Saturday afternoon. A 

hydraulic platform brought 

in by the Queensland fire 

department for aerial fire 

fighting could not be used 

correctly because the roof 

was intact. 

‘So we’ve managed to 

extinguish the fire with our 

usual fire engine using large 

diameter hoses with a large 

volume of water to penetrate 

into these mulch piles,’ said 

Inspector Conlon.

‘We used the pressure of 

the volume of water to knock 

the products around, and 

that actually allowed us to 

penetrate into the mulch pile.’

Several caravans and a 

vintage car and truck were 

also lost in the fire. 

 Read full story in The Echo 
Online at: www.echo.net.au. 

Fire and Rescue NSW at the fire in Morton Street, Chinderah 

that started on Saturday afternoon. Photo NSW Fire and 

Rescue, Banora Point station 514

Motorists are advised of 

changed overnight traffic 

conditions on the Pacific 

Highway from next week to 

carry out bridge resurfacing 

work at Cudgera Creek.

Work will start on 

Thursday, March 27 and will 

be carried out from 8pm to 

5am to minimise impact to 

motorists. The work will take 

up to six nights, weather 

permitting.

On Thursday, March 27 

the northbound off-ramp 

at the Cudgera Creek Road 

interchange will be closed 

during work hours.

On Sunday, March 30 the 

northbound on-ramp at the 

Cudgera Creek Road inter-

change will be closed during 

work hours.

On Monday, March 31 the 

southbound on-ramp at the 

Cudgera Creek Road inter-

change will be closed during 

work hours.

On Tuesday, April 1 the 

southbound off-ramp at the 

Cudgera Creek Road inter-

change will be closed during 

work hours.

 Read full story in The Echo 
Online at: www.echo.net.au. 

The flooding and subse-

quent low oxygen levels in 

waterways that resulted from 

Tropical Cyclone Alfred led 

to fish kills in the Richmond 

River and nearby waterways 

including West Ballina canals, 

Ballina riverbanks, Gawandii 

Beach and Shaws Bay. 

‘Until conditions improve, 

swimming or taking part 

in water activities at our 

beaches or in the river is not 

recommended,’ says Ballina 

Shire Council.

If residents find dead fish 

in their area, they can help 

by disposing of them in one 

of two ways:

1. Kerbside collection 

Place dead fish in a tied plas-

tic bag and leave it on the 

kerb. Then contact Council 

by phone or email to let us 

know the location on 1300 

864 444 or council@ballina.

nsw.gov.au during office 

hours (8.15am to 4.30pm 

Monday to Friday). 

2. Free drop-off at Ballina 

Resource Recovery Centre. 

Bagged dead fish can be 

taken to the Ballina Resource 

Recovery Centre at no cost.

 Read full story in The Echo 
Online at: www.echo.net.au. 

First Nations Music Program launched
The Northern Rivers Conservatorium 

is excited to announce the launch of 

its new First Nations Music Program, a 

groundbreaking initiative led by the highly 

acclaimed Bundjalung artist, Blake Rhodes.

This program is designed to provide First 

Nations artists with a dedicated platform to 

share their rich cultural heritage, stories, and 

music with the broader community.

‘We are absolutely thrilled to have Blake 

Rhodes leading this important project,’ said 

Anita Bellman, Executive Director of the 

Northern Rivers Conservatorium.

‘Blake’s deep connection to both music 

and his community, combined with his 

experience as a respected artist and mentor, 

will ensure that this program is culturally 

authentic, impactful, and inspiring for all 

involved.’

 Read full story in The Echo Online at: 

www.echo.net.au. 

Anita Bellman and Blake Rhodes. 

Photo supplied
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Life Changing
Financial Advice
Alana Pincombe
Senior Financial Planner

Representative of Viridian Advisory Pty Ltd
ABN 34 605 438 AFSL 476223

Alana Pincombe

0491 204 142
Senior Financial Planner

Representative of Viridian Advisory Pty Ltd
ABN 34 605 438 AFSL 476223

Ballina to Tweed
Lismore and Richmond Valley

SACRED EARTH FUNERALS

Beautiful funerals, burials, cremations
Pre-paid funerals and guided pre-planning

Complete funeral services beginning at $2490
Any location, including our beautiful Sanctuary chapel.

www.sacredearthfunerals.com.au

Zebris Gait Analysis 
Plantar Fascia Pain 
Custom Orthotics 
Toenail & Skin Care 
Ingrown Toenails 
Diabetes
NDIS

10/6 Marvell St, Byron Bay
02 6619 2939
northernriverspodiatry.com.au

Personal tech support for bamboozled bipeds

0431 122 057
�

1/53 Tamar St, Ballina
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Wildlife impacts considered under new bill
Amendments to the Roads 
Transport Act 2013 that would 

require the consideration 

of wildlife impacts when 

designing new roads, taking 

into account wildlife strikes 

in speed zone reviews, has 

been tabled by local state MP, 

Tamara Smith (Greens).

She said in a statement 

the amended Act will also 

require Transport for NSW 

to collect accurate data on 

wildlife deaths and injuries 

on our state roads. 

She said, ‘These amend-

ments are critical, an 

estimated 10 million animals 

die on Australian roads each 

year, it is chilling to think that 

this staggering figure likely 

does not capture the full 

extent of the problem’. 

‘Many collisions between 

vehicles and wildlife aren’t 

even reported. It’s a silent 

crisis that demands our 

urgent attention’.

Crocodile Dundee returns, as a doco, March 28
A new doco that profiles the 

extraordinary partnership 

between Paul Hogan and 

John Cornell, along with 

behind-the-scenes of Croco-
dile Dundee, will premiere 

March 28 at Palace Cinema.

Released nearly 40 years 

ago, it is still Australia’s most 

successful film of all time. 

The doco came about after 

Delvene Delaney, the wife 

of the late co-creator, John 

Cornell, was restoring the 

movie for re-release in 4K (in 

cinemas on May 8). 

Unseen archives 
She says a treasure trove 

of unseen archival material 

was uncovered from John’s 

collection. Inspired by this 

discovery, Delvene, with the 

help of her friend and media 

executive, Victoria Baldock, 

created Love Of An Icon: The 

Legend Of Crocodile Dundee. 
They describe it as ‘a 

revealing and heartfelt docu-

mentary that invites audiences 

behind the scenes to witness 

the battles, breakthroughs, 

and unbelievable twists that 

made the film a reality’. 

The pair say it is more 

than just a ‘making-of’– it is 

a ‘testament to conviction, 

mateship, and sheer deter-

mination: a film that almost 

never happened, but went on 

to define a generation’.

 The doco features never-

before-seen footage and 

candid interviews with many 

who were an integral part of 

the origin story.

The March 28 screening at 

Palace will include a special 

Q&A with Delvene Delaney 

and Victoria Baldock.

The doco opens in cinemas 

across Australia on March 27.

Rainforest 4 Foundation’s Kelvin Davies and some happy 

planters contributed to the rewilding of Byron Shire 

at last Friday’s inaugural Gondwana Green Day Out, 

located on Myocum Road, Mullumbimby. 

Photo Jeff Slowly Composting Since 1986’ Dawson

Delvene Delaney and Victoria Baldock. Photo Jeff Dawson

Mental Health Centre slated for Tweed
A $1.3 million Tweed Medi-

care Mental Health Centre 

has been announced by 

federal Labor.

Local MP Justine Elliot 

said in a statement ‘North 

Coast locals will soon have 

access to free, walk-in mental 

health care with a Medicare 

Mental Health Centre to open 

in Tweed’.

‘The centre will be open 

for extended hours, with 

no appointment or referral 

needed to access services.

‘The North Coast Primary 

Health Network will com-

mission the Tweed Medicare 

Mental Health Centre. It is 

expected to open in 2026–27. 

‘To boost access 

to specialist care, the 

government is investing 

an additional $29.9 

million to provide access 

to psychologists and 

psychiatrists through every 

centre,’ Justine said.

‘People can also make a 

free call to 1800 595 212 and 

be connected to a trained 

professional for advice, 

information or referral into 

the most appropriate local 

mental health service to 

meet their individual needs’.

St John’s looks to again excel in NAPLAN 
As the 2025 NAPLAN assess-

ments approach, the Prin-

cipal of St. John’s Primary 

School in Mullumbimby, says 

the school is committed to 

building on its achievements 

from previous years. 

Principal Dave Ber-

mingham told The Echo ‘In 

the 2024 assessments, St. 

John’s students excelled in 

reading, writing, language 

conventions, and numeracy, 

achieving results above both 

regional and state averages’. 

He said, ‘The school has 

been acknowledged as 

one of the top-performing 

schools in the Northern 

Rivers region based on the 

2024 NAPLAN results. 

‘According to a 

recent report, alongside 

Summerland Christian 

College, St. John’s led 

the region in NAPLAN 

performance, underscoring 

its commitment to academic 

excellence’, Principal 

Bermingham added.

Reforestation, one sapling at a time 

Former Cape Byron Rudolf 

Steiner School student, Lenny 

Dowling, is fulfilling his dream 

by studying in Tokyo. 

Co-guardian of class of 

2022, Alix Johnson, says Lenny 

has been awarded a prestig-

ious and competitive Westpac 

Asian Exchange Scholarship, 

and will attend a leadership 

development program in Sin-

gapore in July 2026. Lenny is 

currently studying a Bachelor 

of Laws (Honours)/Bachelor 

of International Relations at 

ANU. 

Lenny said he hopes to 

eventually work in foreign 

affairs. ‘I’ll be attending Keio 

University in Tokyo, taking on 

mostly international relations 

courses like Japanese foreign 

policy and Japanese history’.

Alix added, ‘We wish Lenny 

all the best!’
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Is Mandy a threat to The Echo’s independence?
Chaiy Donati

I n the vibrant tapestry of 

Byron Shire, where the 

waves crash with as much 

fervour as local opinions, one 

figure has loomed larger than life: 

Mandy Nolan. 

Lovable, iconic, and oh-so-

familiar, she’s the unofficial 

mascot of our coastal paradise. 

As a child growing up here, I 

may not have been schooled in 

the intricacies of local politics, 

but I certainly knew who Mandy 

was – and I liked her. Who 

wouldn’t? 

Yet, as the political tide ebbs 

and flows, our community’s affec-

tion for Mandy has faced its own 

trials, revealing the delicate bal-

ance between personal adoration 

and political disillusionment. 

Her metamorphosis from 

beloved local personality to the 

helm of the Greens’ political 

machine raises an eyebrow 

– or two. 

Cynics might argue that she’s 

now using her soapbox for a per-

sonal political advantage… and 

just like that I’ve become a cynic. 

The concept of the Fourth 

Estate has long embodied jour-

nalism’s noble duty to hold power 

accountable, demanding clear 

separation. 

But can we trust The Echo
to uphold this lofty ideal while 

simultaneously propping up the 

soapbox queen? 

Can they truly assert their role 

as the unbiased watchdog of local 

politics while they’re ‘soapboxing’ 

a figure who has long since traded 

her independence in pursuit of 

her quest for political power? 

Is it fair to direct this critique 

solely at The Echo? That the 

editorial team is willing to print 

this speaks to its courage and its 

capacity for self-reflection within 

our community newspaper – a 

commendable virtue. 

So what of the Greens 

themselves? 

After all, they champion the 

virtues of free and equal access 

to political advertising  – noble 

aspirations indeed! 

Yet do they remain steadfast to 

their principles, or do they trade 

their ideals for influence? 

Enter Mandy’s Soapbox, where 

that question has been answered. 

It is no ordinary opinion 

piece anymore; it’s candidacy 

in unconvincing disguise, 

free political advertisement 

without the pesky obligation of 

declaration. 

With the election looming, her 

latest column bears the title ‘Vol-

unteering: Just Do It’  – a noble, 

yet suspiciously timely sentiment, 

as though preparing us for her 

inevitable calls to action. 

After all, no political candidate 

can hope to prevail without an 

army of volunteers. 

Major players 
Here in Byron Shire, where 

the Greens are not just a minor 

party but the major players, it 

seems Mandy has no intention of 

stepping back from this potent 

podium. 

For she knows, as we all 

do, that the line between self-

promotion and the promotion of 

a political candidacy is, in truth, 

nonexistent. 

In an age where corporate 

forces hold sway over both print 

and digital media, The Echo
remains a rare oasis  – untouched 

by outside money, free from the 

invisible hands of distant owners, 

and rooted in the community it 

serves. 

It stands as a testament to 

what journalism can be when 

it resists the pressures of profit-

driven, homogenised content.

In the endless churn of online 

algorithms that push us into 

neatly-wrapped ideological 

bubbles, The Echo remains a 

quiet defiance, offering a range of 

voices without forcing its readers 

into predetermined conclusions. 

However, when it allows a 

political candidate to use its 

pages for free campaigning 

during an election cycle, it risks 

compromising that integrity. 

The line between journalism 

and political advertising becomes 

blurred, with the potential to 

sway the course of local elections. 

Ultimately, politicians should 

stand on principles, not soap-

boxes. It’s time for Mandy to step 

down. 

After all, the waves of Byron 

will keep crashing, but the 

integrity of our local democracy 

deserves a little more scrutiny. 

If she won’t bid adieu on 

principle, perhaps The Echo
should step up and reclaim its 

Fourth Estate crown, even if some 

interpret it as regicide. 

And if they do, all the better. 

Queens must tumble 
Sometimes, queens must 

tumble for democracy to flourish. 

It is perfectly acceptable for us 

to adore the queen, and yet revel 

in her downfall; true democrats 

and republicans alike will grasp 

the paradox of this love. 

And if this does transpire, after 

23 years, I trust she will finally say 

goodbye – and we will thank her 

for her services and her wicked 

sense of humour. 

Though – I wouldn’t be 

surprised if she pops back in, after 

all, as she came to see in 2022, 

the soapbox sometimes offers a 

gentler embrace than the ballot 

box. 

Chaiy Donati is the President 

of the Mullumbimby Brunswick 

Valley Branch of the ALP. His views 

are exclusively his own.

Humans needed at MDNC
The Mullumbimby and District Neigh-

bourhood Centre (MDNC) supports 

people with services such as specialist 

DV assistance and disaster recovery.  

Disaster responses to events such 

as Cyclone Alfred are not funded, like 

the myriad of other unfunded services 

– affordable food, free counselling, 

and more. 

They say they are really, really 

struggling without enough human 

resources. With no regular government 

support to even open the doors, they 

need to raise at least $150,000 before 

the end of the year to keep up with the 

community’s needs. 

MDNC has tax-deductible status 

and is endorsed by the ATO as a char-

ity.  Visit their website at www.mdnc.

org.au to find out how you can donate 

or other ways you can support this 

vital service.

Techbros bully Australia
Ten years ago this week, Rupert Mur-

doch’s News Limited acquired a 14.99 

per cent stake in Australian publisher 

APN News and Media. 

Back in 2015, APN published The 
Byron News, The Northern Star and The 
Ballina Advocate, among other titles 

across the nation. 

By 2017, The Liberals, under PM 

Malcolm Turnbull, abolished the 

cross-media ownership restrictions, 

which paved the way for Murdoch to 

purchase a huge stable of news publi-

cations across Australia. 

By 2020, The BBC reported that 

News Corp Australia had closed 112 

newspapers. Of these, 76 regional and 

local papers become online-only.

Ten years is a good time to reflect 

upon whether the Liberal Party’s 

capitulation to corporate media was 

beneficial.

In the 1987 classic movie, Wall 
Street, corporate raider Gordon Gekko 

delights in acquiring smaller compa-

nies that he strips for spare parts. 

Last week, the Computer and 

Communications Industry Association 

(CCIA), representing tech giants like 

Meta, Google, Amazon, Apple, and X, 

formally urged the White House to take 

action against Australia’s digital media 

and streaming regulations 

So far, federal Labor is holding its 

ground. 

Greek economist Yanis Varoufakis 

makes the point that the US has total 

control of the new world – he calls it 

‘techno feudalism’. 

No other country or the EU, for 

example, is able to compete now that 

the US has such an technological 

advantage.

There are still small independents 

– such as The Echo – which provide a 

different perspective to that offered by 

mainstream media. 

Crocodile Dundee returns
Ah, the 1980s. It’s easy to look at 

nostalgia as being a better time, but in 

those days, Australia had a pumping 

music scene. We made films, really 

good ones. Art was encouraged and 

not looked down on as some type of 

disability. We even built cars, clothes, 

fridges and washing machines. 

So okay, interest rates were, like 17 

per cent, but they were still good times. 

Best of all, there was a larrikin atti-

tude, and Australia had yet to succumb 

to mindless corporatism. 

In 1986, around the time The Echo
printed its first edition, Crocodile 
Dundee hit the screens. 

It remains Australia’s most success-

ful film of all time, and the reason is of 

course is that was well scripted, acted, 

and filmed. And it was funny. 

A behind-the-scenes doco called 

Love Of An Icon: The Legend Of 
Crocodile Dundee launches March 28 

at Palace Byron Bay Cinema, and is a 

labour of love by Delvene Delaney and 

Victoria Baldock. It’s a wonderful and 

important piece of Australian history 

– may it inspire other generations in 

rediscovering our larrikinism, humour 

and love of art and culture.

Hans Lovejoy, editor

byronhealing.com.au

Your free guide to the 
flourishing health and 

wellbeing industry 
of Byron and the 

aubyronh
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Our sad sick 
Richmond River
Surely enough is enough! 

Anyone who recently has 

walked along our beaches 

after Cyclone Alfred would 

have seen the catastrophic 

and widespread amount 

of smelly toxic foam 

accompanying all the other 

usual organic and inorganic 

flotsam and jetsam, choco-

late ocean and sand erosion. 

These problems have been 

exacerbated by recent 

southerly winds and swell 

drawing the toxic brown 

mushroom belching out of 

the Richmond River further 

south along the Ballina and 

Lennox Head coastline.

When will we demand 

that our sick river systems 

be rehabilitated? Too many 

decades of uncontrolled, 

agricultural extraction 

upstream have almost totally 

killed off the Richmond River. 

Just ask our oyster farmers 

who have all but gone out of 

business.

The University of New 

England Ecohealth report in 

2014 graded the Richmond 

River catchment system’s 

overall health as D – or poor. 

One of the lowest reported in 

eastern Australia.

There have been many 

broken promises in the past 

to rehabilitate the river. 

When will we see action?

Richard Lucas

Lennox Head

Byron’s Norfolk pines
Emotive sentiments have 

been expressed in Che 

Hamill-Diehl’s letter in sup-

port of the Norfolk Island 

pines in Byron Bay, and in 

protest at the removal of 

trees due to concerns for 

public safety during the 

recent cyclone.

Evidence has shown, 

however, that these iconic 

trees, rather than being 

impervious to strong winds 

as suggested, can indeed 

be very vulnerable in wild 

weather. Anyone old enough 

to remember the super-cell 

thunderstorm that ravaged 

Byron Bay in December 

1979 will recall how several 

mature Norfolk Island pines 

fell across Shirley Street. One 

crushed the roof of a house 

where an elderly woman 

lived alone. Miraculously, she 

was unharmed. I remember 

the next day being shocked 

to see the shallowness of 

the root system that had 

anchored the mighty tree to 

the ground.

These trees are certainly 

beautiful and iconic, but not 

invincible. Byron Council 

was wise to err on the side 

of caution as Cyclone Alfred 

approached.

Pam Timms

Suffolk Park

Presidential
etiquette
The president always walks 

in front so he can sweep the 

DOGE POO out of the way of 

the billionaires.

Sapoty Brook

Main Arm

Don’t demolish 
Mullum’s heritage
I’m writing to raise aware-

ness and voice my strong 

opposition to the proposed 

demolition of the public 

lavatory at 57 Station Street, 

Mullumbimby – a designated 

local heritage item (Item 1152) 

under the Byron Local Envi-

ronmental Plan 2014. This 

small but significant piece 

of our town’s local heritage 

deserves to be preserved.

Natural, drug-free headache and migraine approach

72 Byron Street, Bangalow – opposite the Public School

www.bangalowheadacheclinic.com.au

Ph: 0475 75 75 10
+ Advanced head, neck and jaw assessment, 

treatment and management.

Phone for an immediate, obligation-free 
phone consultation.

Let us help 
you gain a 

better quality 
of life...Headache and Migraine 

Jaw pain – locking – clicking – grinding
 Vestibular – dizziness – vertigo

Wed 26 mar Damien Cooper
Thu 27 mar Lillian Fairfax
Fri 28 mar whiskeys
Sat 29 mar Harry Nichols Band
Sun 30 mar Fat Albert 7.30-10.30pm

Mon 31 mar Isaak Frankham
Tues 1 APR Jamie ashforth
Wed 2 APR Elliot Cox

AND THE FAMOUS 

RAILS kitchen

86 JONSON St, BYRON BAY  |  6685 7662  |  therailsbyronbay.com

LocaTions:LocaTions:LocaTions:
AlsTonville,AlsTonville, Casino WesT,Casino WesT,
Dunoon,Dunoon, Kyogle,oKyogle, Lismore,Lismore,
MullumbimbMullumbimbyMullumbimbbMullumbimby andandandand WollongbarnWollongbar

AlsTonville, Casino WesT,
Dunoon, Kyogle, Lismore,
Mullumbimby and Wollongbar

(9am-3pm Mon - Fri)BOOK
NOW

RRK-CAN-20250313

BALLINA CINEMA!

Rainbow region Kids
l call children aor all children aged n aged 5-12 d ec rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrsssd 5-12For all children aged 5-12 years

old enrolled in primary sc on li lold enrolled odrolled in primary sc lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllid in primarimary s oooohhhhhhhhhhooooscc ooooold enrolled in primary schoolFor all children aged 5-12 years

old enrolled in primary school

April VacaTion Care aT
Kids

VV eee aTaaTprpprrAprilrilAprilApril VacaTionVacaTionVV TTVVaaccaaVacaTionVacaTionVacaTionVacaTion CareCarerrreararCareCareCareCare TTaaTaTTTTaTaTaTaT

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr11 yyed 5 12 yearssed 5 12 yearsed 5 12 years
region K

2112 yearss5 12 years5 12 years

TiaTion CarCar TTTTiooaaaa nncaTion caTion CCCarrrraaCarCar

r a ll c renn acchilldFF drendhiihh rFor all children ageFor all children ag
Rainbow

VVacVacApprAprApppprrrriiApril April VVVVacVVaaaaaaVacVac

ageag
w

acaacaca

aMullumbimbyllllMullumbimbyMullumbimby andanan

(9am-3pm Mon - Fri)

NOWNOW
OOKOOBOBOOOBOOKBOOK

NOWNOWNOWNOWNOWNOW
RRK-CAN-20250313

▶ Continued on page 12
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Letters to the Editor
Send to Letters Editor Aslan Shand, fax: 6684 1719 

email: editor@echo.net.au Deadline: Noon, Friday. 

Letters longer than 200 words may be cut. Letters 

already published in other papers will not be 

considered. Please include your full name, address 

and phone number for verification purposes.

The Echo is committed to providing a voice for 

our whole community. The views of letter writers are 

their own and don’t represent the owners or staff of 

this publication.

ATTENTION ALL 
LETTER WRITERS
In order to run more letters 

on different topics we are 

only going to publish the 

first 200 words of your 

letters in print. Readers 

will be able to read them 

in full (if a reasonable 

length) in The Echo online: 

www.echo.net.au/letters. 

Wise words found on the ladies dunny door at Bangalow Pub!
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Belle Budden

C yclone Alfred’s impact 

on our community 

was immense. Sure, 

the impact wasn’t as violent 

as other recent disasters, but 

the pressure of the cyclone 

was experienced beyond 

barometric readings. 

Across the region commu-

nities, neighbourhoods, and 

families were tested – our 

preparedness was tested, 

our resilience was tested. We 

made it, whether isolated, or 

overwhelmed in an evacu-

ation centre, we made it 

through together due to our 

learnings and our survival 

through previous disasters. 

But we were not unscathed. 

Since the disastrous 2022 

flood we have implemented 

learnings and created new 

response systems. Some are 

on an individual or family 

level – such as a 12v solar 

system, generator, or a solid 

plan for caring for each other 

and our pets. Some are 

on a neighbourhood level 

such as communication at a 

street level around weather 

warnings, road closures or 

evacuation locations; and 

communications with local 

SES and community were 

dramatically improved. 

There were increased 

evacuation centres that were 

resourced to service needs 

at a community level. Others 

are at a systems level includ-

ing: increased emergency 

alerts; Service NSW payment 

processes were announced 

quickly; online donation 

platforms; businesses 

coordinated donation items 

and took the pressure off 

community centres handling 

all the donations.

There were undeniable 

improvements in system 

responses. However, we 

are learning about frequent 

and diverse emergency 

response processes due to 

climate change and we must 

continue to adapt respon-

siveness based on these 

experiences. 

Local community-run cen-

tres are at the front line of 

response and recovery. They 

are here through all phases 

or preparation, evacuation, 

response, and recovery 

because they are part of our 

community. They know all 

levels of community from 

the mayor, to the workers of 

government departments, 

to the emergency workers, 

to the rough sleepers. They 

have knowledge, relation-

ships, and commitment to 

caring for our community 

and a holistic response 

to disaster management. 

Unfortunately, they are 

not receiving the resources 

needed and are forced to 

consider crowdfunding to 

provide food relief – which 

is really just the top layer of 

the issue.

Core government 
funding needed

‘Community centres and 

community-led organisa-

tions are at the front line,’ 

said Fiona Hunt, manager of 

the Murwillumbah Commu-

nity Centre that continues to 

work with the community of 

Murwillumbah and its sur-

rounds who were impacted 

by the cyclone flooding.  

‘We are here for the 

celebrations, the everyday, 

and the hard times. We are 

known and trusted. During 

recent weeks we worked 

closely with our community 

and the evacuation centre 

to keep people safe, meet 

needs, and recover.   

‘We don’t get funding to 

do this, we just do it. The 

core role of community 

centres in disaster and 

crisis response should be 

acknowledged and funded. 

Community centre funding 

in NSW is appalling and less 

than other states whilst we 

face some of the toughest 

challenges.’

Neighbourhood and com-

munity centres need ongoing 

core funding to keep their 

doors open and so they can 

be available to respond to 

regular climate emergencies. 

Over the last ten years our 

neighbourhood and com-

munity centres have been 

with us through bushfire, 

Covid, many floods and now 

the cyclone (not to mention 

housing and domestic vio-

lence crises) and the ongoing 

pressure to continue without 

core funding is putting our 

workforces and communi-

ties at risk. These are our 

community-controlled 

organisations with roots in 

local communities and they 

deserve resourcing.

‘Since 2017 we have 

responded to successive 

disaster events. We do it 

without funding because we 

are part of our community,’ 

explained Julie Williams, 

manager of the Mullum-

bimby Neighbourhood 

Centre.  

‘The impacts are com-

pounding for community 

members but also for those 

of us at the coal face. With-

out an injection of resources 

ongoing, or at least between 

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS OF THE BYRON SHIRE

Tanner Lane, Tyagarah. We wish to inform you that the following changes will take place from Wednesday, 
16th April to Monday 21st April 2025.

FESTIVAL TIMES
TH

TH TH

TRAFFIC

•  Grays Lane access to the motorway will remain shut. Patrons/Grays Lane residents wishing to depart 

station. During peak festival departure times, from 9pm nightly, Grays Lane intersection will be 
open for southbound departures from the festival/Grays Lane, to join the highway at the Grays Lane 

PARKING
•  The festival car parks, in the north and south of the site are accessible from Tanner Lane and Yarun 

Road, this will be open for day patrons. Temporary “No Stopping” signs will be installed in Tanner 

•  Please note, pre-paid parking will cost $25 per single day. 
•  3-day parking is $60 plus fees. 4-day parking is $80 plus fees. 
•  Tickets are available to purchase via www.bluesfest.com.au/tickets.
•  To avoid lengthy delays pre-book your parking NOW online as there will be LIMITED facility to 

purchase on site.
•  Please DO NOT park on the local road network around the Tyagarah Tea Tree Farm, which is the 

Bluesfest site.
•  Council parking rangers will be on patrol throughout the weekend.

PICK UP AND DROP OFF AREA
•  There will be a pick-up and drop-off area for guests at the south gate entrance. Please call the 

it is free to use this area. 

DISABLED PARKING
•  There is an area set aside for disabled parking. 

SHUTTLE BUSES

There will also be shuttle bus services from surrounding towns. The bus timetable is now available on 
the Bluesfest website. 

CAMPING
•  Camping is in the festival day parking area or on local beaches, parks, or roadsides. 

BLUESFEST HOTLINE: (02) 6639 9800 EMERGENCY HOTLINE: 0402 495 806 
We apologise for any inconvenience and thank you for your patience and co-operation.

Supplying quality & eco friendly yarn, 
tools and notions.

Yarn & Thread, Tools & Notions, Books & Magazines, 
Classes & Workshops, Private Lessons

Shop 3/132 Murwillumbah Street, Murwillumbah.
Call Karen on 0408 321 209

www.knithappens.com.au

At Knit Happens, we’re not just 
about knitting & crocheting; 

we’re about bringing the world of 
yarn right to your doorstep, 

from the locally sourced, 
sustainable materials of Australia 

to the globally celebrated yarns 
that have inspired crafters 

around the world. Our collection 
features the best of both worlds. 

Australian-made wonders and 
international favourites.

▶ Continued on next page

Articles

Core funding for community centres vital for disaster response

Tallow Beach at Byron Bay during Tropical Cyclone Alfred. 

Photo Sonia Friedrich

A tree came down on a car in Ocean Shores during Tropical 

Cyclone Alfred. Photo Jeff Dawson
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Tricia Shantz 

J ay Foley was one of the 

early American surfers 

to come to Byron Bay 

in the early 1970s. He was 

originally from Texas. His 

first Australian connection 

was when Australian actress 

Dame Judith Anderson gave 

him a scholarship to Brooks 

Institute, Santa Barbara. His 

professors put her onto Jay 

and she funded him to study 

art at Brooks.

While studying in Santa 

Barbara in the late ’60s he 

met other Oz emigrés in the 

surf there as well as a group 

of Melbournian theatre 

artists. He saw George Gree-

nough’s film of the Australian 

coast from Fraser Island to 

Yamba on his then-shaper’s 

barn wall. It was included in 

George’s film, The Innermost 
Limits of Pure Fun (1970). 

Then he realised why Richie 

West, Bob Cooper, George, 

Michael Cundith, Garth 

Murphy, Danny and Kathy 

Carleton had all gone to 

Australia. Plus he had fallen 

in love with Margot Lindsay, 

an Australian woman he met 

in Santa Barbara. 

Jay sailed for two years 

through the South Pacific 

(at times with Wardie Ward), 

living and working in New 

Zealand for a year, before 

arriving in Melbourne. He 

reunited with Margot and 

they lived in Melbourne, 

sharing a house for a short 

time with Helen Garner, 

while she wrote her novel, 

Monkey Grip.  

A place of friendship
He arrived in Mullum-

bimby by train from Mel-

bourne in September 1974 

with Margot. On that first day 

he met Dr Karel Hromek and 

his family while trying to find 

his friends Danny and Kathy 

Carleton, who lived out the 

back of Mullumbimby. They 

were to meet him off the 

train, but they didn’t show, 

so they walked five kilome-

tres, stopping at a house. He 

asked a man named Karel  

Hromek if he knew Danny 

Carleton. Yes, Danny was his 

neighbour. Danny thought 

Jay was coming the next 

day. They had other people 

staying, so Karel and his wife 

Robin took Jay and Margot 

in. Jay and the Hromek 

family became life-long 

friends. Margot eventually 

went back to Melbourne.

Jay lived in a few different 

places in Byron Bay. Includ-

ing a corner room on the top 

floor of the Byron Commu-

nity Centre for a while. Tony 

Kibblewhite managed the 

building. Sergeant Tutt came 

up one evening when he saw 

a light on. Tutt said It was 

okay to be there if Tony had 

given Jay a key. Shortly after, 

Jay moved to Paterson Lane 

with Michael Cundith.  

He did a variety of jobs. 

He had contacted Cundith 

when he first arrived and 

started making skateboard 

and fin panels as well as 

custom made surfboard fins. 

He would ride his bicycle into 

Byron Bay and take the train 

back to Mullumbimby. That’s 

how he found his farm at 

Myocum. He bought it in 1981 

after working labouring jobs, 

surfboards by day and cook-

ing at night at The Rocks 

Restaurant in what was then 

the Julian Rocks Motel, now 

Aquarius backpackers on 

Lawson Street, Byron Bay.

Jay was an art teacher 

at Trinity High School in Lis-

more for 20 years from 1992. 

Paddle out
He died earlier this month 

after a short illness. His 

paddle out and scattering of 

ashes will take place on Sat-

urday, March 29 at 5.30pm 

at Clarkes Beach, Byron Bay. 

Meet at the picnic tables 

near the beach entrance. 

Those who knew him are 

welcome, and to go to the 

bowling club after for food 

and refreshments. 

ballinarsl

SCAN FOR MORE
ENTERTAINMENT

Articles

events, how can we possibly 

continue to be the communi-

ties back-up power supply. 

Sooner or later we are just 

out of juice.’

Out of touch
Current government 

approaches favour fund-

ing large consortiums or 

faith-based organisations. 

This leads to a lack of 

understanding of the local 

landscape, and a need 

to lean in on place-based 

organisations. This can result 

in safety being compromised 

at the very time the goal is 

to keep people safe. There 

are reports across multiple 

locations that the provision 

of safe spaces and food was 

an issue with local organisa-

tions then having to fill the 

gaps without funding.  

‘Running on the smell 

of an oily rag is giving us a 

headache. We have some 

target funded programs, 

mostly domestic violence 

specific, but everything 

we do outside of those 

programs is unfunded,’ Julie 

continued.

‘We are not saying we 

won’t continue to support 

community in disaster 

but with every event, it 

is increasingly difficult. 

We’re creative and flexible, 

enormously grateful for our 

volunteers, and will continue 

to do what we can, it’s just 

getting really hard.’

Increasing disasters
The unmeasured and 

unmet need is in the collec-

tive and complex trauma 

from all these emergencies, 

that are occurring closer 

together and more regularly, 

and the toll on mental 

health. I know my nervous 

system was fried to the point 

of manifesting back pain 

that was so bad I couldn’t 

walk. I could barely resource 

the work required to treat 

the symptoms, our wellness 

system is yet to develop the 

programs to address the 

cause. More conversations 

are needed on how we 

de-escalate from these emer-

gencies as individuals and as 

communities. 

▶ From previous page

Jay Foley, American surfer

Jay Foley’s paddle out will take place on Saturday, March 29 

at 5.30pm at Clark’s Beach, Byron Bay. Photo supplied
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For those who don’t 

know, this isn’t just any old 

toilet block. It was designed 

by award-winning local 

architect Christine Vadasz, 

whose work has been widely 

recognised for its thoughtful 

design and sustainability. In 

fact, she’s won multiple pres-

tigious awards, including the 

NSW RAIA President’s Award 

and has been awarded a Life 

Fellowship by the Australian 

Institute of Architects (AIA), 

among many others. This 

structure isn’t just about 

function – it’s a piece of 

architectural history that 

deserves to be protected.

Under the Byron Local 

Environmental Plan 2014, our 

town’s heritage is supposed 

to be protected. The plan 

specifically states that the 

aim is to ‘protect the cultural 

heritage of Byron, including 

the conservation of built 

heritage’ and that heritage 

items should be ‘conserved, 

including associated fabric, 

settings, and views.’

 ▶ Please read full letter 

in The Echo online: 

www.echo.net.au/letters.

Luis Cristia

Mullumbimby 

Local ABC MIA
Around 7pm on the Friday 

night of the cyclone event we 

had no power, no internet, 

no phone internet coverage, 

so no access to the Hazards 

NSW App and we were 

desperate for a cyclone 

emergency updates.

The night before at 

1.30am we had a huge 30m 

eucalypt come crashing 

down missing our bedroom 

by 2m so we were under-

standably on edge with 

the wind gusts increasing 

beyond 100km/h.

I resorted to sitting in 

my car listening to ‘local’ 

ABC to try to hear what 

local emergency alerts were 

occurring. I was extremely 

disappointed with the 

Brisbane ABC and there was 

next to ZERO references 

to our region. At one stage 

whilst they covered all the 

extensive Brisbane and SE 

QLD news, I heard them say 

we will cover Lismore in the 

next hour. 

Our wider region had 

more issues than just 

Lismore. We were unable to 

get updates and our ‘local’ 

ABC was missing in action 

and it wasn’t good enough 

for the locals desperate for 

information.

We were high and dry 

except for the strong wind 

gusts but others suffer-

ing similar outages and 

impacted by the threat of 

flooding like South Golden 

Beach and Billinudgel would 

have been desperate for 

updates.

Surely, we deserve our 

own coverage in those test-

ing times. ABC you can do 

better.

Anthony Stante

Coorabell

Federal heritage
It was disappointing to read 

your article about the Fed-

eral Heritage Study and its 

significance for the Federal 

Village Masterplan.

The aim of the masterplan 

was to give all members of 

the community input into 

the direction their village 

would take over the next few 

years. 

To this end there were two 

widely-publicised rounds of 

well-attended public meet-

ings, one round to develop 

the vision and the second to 

select from two alternatives 

that had been developed. 

The final document was then 

placed on public exhibition 

for comment. The master-

plan process took three years 

to complete, involved thou-

sands of hours of volunteer 

labour, and was overseen by 

Byron Shire Council staff. It 

was accepted by the entire 

elected council in December 

2022.

Of the 15 ‘actions’ in 

the final plan, one, sec-

tion 5, concerned future 

development in the 

village, and a subsection, 

5b related to heritage, as 

follows: Conduct a heritage 

assessment of the main 

street and into Federal Drive 

(towards Eureka), leading to 

consideration of a Heritage 

Conservation Area listing.

The subsequent heritage 

assessment, conducted 

by a skilled volunteer, has 

been considered by Council 

and the proposed Heritage 

Conservation Area has not 

been accepted for listing. 

That was the completion of 

subsection 5b.

Inclusive as it tried to be, 

no community-based consul-

tative process could achieve 

unanimity of views and there 

will always be those who 

disagree with the vision of 

the majority. To highlight 

the view of one disgruntled 

property owner on one 

minor aspect of the plan and, 

without approaching anyone 

with a more positive opinion, 

to imply that this calls into 

question the entire master-

plan process, is journalism 

worthy of the Murdoch press 

and an insult to the Federal 

community.

As in the rest of the 

shire, rural areas are under 

pressure from those who 

are more interested in their 

property as a vehicle for 

personal advancement 

than in participating in and 

enriching the life of their 

community. It’s sad to see 

The Echo unwittingly aid this 

process.

Peter Garrard 

Federal

 Ed: Very few, if any, of 

the landowners whose 

properties would have been 

included in the proposed 

Federal Heritage Conserva-

tion Area supported its 

introduction. Given that 

this idea came from the 

Federal Village Masterplan 

it is reasonable to question 

whether the Masterplan truly 

represents the wishes of the 

community when it comes to 

heritage conservation. 

Spiral of foreboding
A sense of despair arises 

as on any metric today we 

experience (directly or indi-

rectly) and feel the neverend-

ing spiral of uncertainty and 

foreboding in this world.

Richard Jones to his credit 

writes, ‘The public good 

in times of private bad’ – a 

worthy analysis – but abys-

mally fails in identifying the 

political agency to change 

course.

It is fine to remain self-

content should you be secure 

and materially well-off, but 

the reality is increasingly not 

the case for many, especially 

younger people.

In 1983 the Australian 

election of the Hawke/

Keating Labor govern-

ment ushered in the then 

titled economic policy of 

‘economic rationalism’ – 

financial deregulation of the 

monetary system, the shift of 

publicly-owned assets and 

services privatised for private 

wealth and profit making.

 ▶ Please read full letter 

in The Echo online: 

www.echo.net.au/letters.

Boyd Kellner

Newrybar

One-state solution?
In reference to the letter from 

John Scrivener from Febru-

ary 19, you are wrong in your 

assumption. l do believe 

that a one-state solution is 

possible after a massive DE 

radicalisation program of 

the Palestinian population 

areas, and the teaching 

of real history stating that 

Jews were indigenous to the 

land before the 7th century 

Muslim colonisation, and 

that Jews deserve to be 

there. This is achievable, and 

would take decades to show 

results but would be by far 

the best long-term plan for 

the entire region. The current 

form of ‘education’ in Gaza, 

the West Bank etc. includes 

in some cases that the killing 

World 
class 
films 
Small 
town 
charm

Support the local arts community 
and buy your tickets now

New Dates 
APRIL 30TH - MAY 4TH

 ▶ Continued from page 9

Letters

 ▶ Continued on page 14
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Richard Staples

A nother federal 

election rapidly 

approaches. Unlike 

at the last two, AUKUS has 

become a hot issue. Recent 

polling has shown that the 

percentage of voters that 

think AUKUS would enhance 

our national security has 

dropped from 45 per cent 

two years ago to 37 per cent.

This is despite an 

avalanche of material from 

the AUKUS cheersquad. Mas-

querading as defence analy-

sis, most of this is shameless 

promotional material 

aimed at an audience that is 

mostly unburdened by any 

technical knowledge about 

submarines, or to provide 

talking points for those with 

a vested interest. 

It is repeated ad nauseam 

that nuclear subs are more 

modern, faster, more lethal, 

potent, formidable, and a 

dozen other things. Above 

all, we see repeated the 

claim that they are more 

stealthy. I will come back 

to that shortly. Meanwhile 

elements of the media – 

especially the West Australian 
and the Adelaide Advertiser
– churn out laughable 

predictions of economic 

booms, turbocharged by 

shipbuilding and related 

defence activity. 

The government has 

weighed in, paying three 

retired US naval brass $1 mil-

lion apiece to furnish reports 

concluding (predictably) that 

nuclear submarine acquisi-

tion is a splendid idea. 

Defence Minister Marles 

has grimly stuck to the 

songsheet, and apart from 

a failed attempt to debate 

AUKUS at last year’s ALP 

Conference, and the Labor 

Against War social media 

group being active, most 

Labor MPs (including the 

incumbent Member for 

Richmond, Justine Elliot) are 

silent on the issue.

Defence tactics 
So, let’s take a few steps 

back. Two years before the 

AUKUS announcement, Hugh 

White laid out a cool-headed 

approach in his 2019 book 

How to Defend Australia. In it 

he stressed the importance 

of deciding what we want 

our defence forces to do 

prior to making procurement 

decisions. 

He systematically looks at 

our strengths, weaknesses 

and natural geographic 

advantage and comes to the 

conclusion that a strategy of 

maritime denial – convincing 

any would-be aggressor that 

armed invasion would result 

in unacceptable losses – is a 

vital component of national 

security. 

This is a welcome change, 

since a number of major 

weapons platforms have 

been bought without clear 

rationale as to how they fit 

into a broader strategy. The 

F35 Joint Strike Fighter and 

the two ‘helicopter dock 

vessels’ are cases in point. 

Above all a drift towards ever 

more close ‘interoperability’ 

with US forces has been 

going on at least since the 

Howard years. 

Noisy nuclear subs
However, recently a 

powerful conversation has 

emerged that, perhaps for 

the first time in a generation, 

looks at our overall 

defence strategy and the 

assumptions underlying it. 

This has coalesced into a 

consensus that independent 

national security is 

achievable. 

To understand why 

nuclear submarines are 

unsuitable as a key strategic 

element we need to look 

more closely at their 

strengths and weaknesses. 

Any submarine’s principal 

quality is stealth. Sound trav-

els better in water than in air, 

and tracking subs depends 

heavily on listening either for 

sounds generated (passive 

sonar) or signals reflected off 

them (active sonar).  

Nuclear and conventional 

subs are similarly vulnerable 

to active sonar, but both 

types have strategies to mini-

mise detection. The external 

hull can be covered with 

‘anechoic’ tiles. Some newer 

designs have a slab-sided 

rather than a rounded exter-

nal hull, after the fashion of a 

stealth warplane. 

But the big problem 

with nuclear submarines is 

they are inherently noisy. 

The nuclear reactor can’t 

just be switched off – the 

reactor itself is silent, but the 

associated pumps, turbines 

and plumbing emit constant 

noise. 

On the other hand, a 

diesel-electric sub can turn 

everything off and even lie 

on the bottom if required. It 

may enjoy further advantage 

due to the nature of its 

deployment. It can operate 

in shallower waters, like the 

littoral seas on a continental 

shelf. In these environments, 

sonar is impeded due to its 

signal bouncing off the sea 

bottom, or being refracted 

by different temperatures 

at different depths 

(thermoclines) or salinity 

(haloclines).

Superior stealth
Despite all the hubris 

attached to nuclear subs, 

conventional boats have 

demonstrated their superior 

stealth several times in war 

games by ‘sinking’ aircraft 

carriers. In 1999, during naval 

exercises off Hawaii, the 

veteran Oberon class sub 

HMAS Onslow ‘sank’ the USS 
Carl Vinson. In 2004 a Swed-

ish sub under lease to the US 

Navy bagged the USS Ronald 
Reagan, and more recently 

one of our Collins class boats 

scored the USS Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Former senator and 

submariner Rex Patrick has 

been active in criticism of 

the AUKUS plan. He points 

out that for a ‘mere’ $30 

billion, we could acquire 20 

state-of-the-art conventional 

subs. There are some 

impressive designs on offer 

from Germany, Sweden, 

France Japan and South 

Korea. Then there are UUVs 

(Uncrewed Underwater 

Vessels).

The next Australian 

government should cancel 

AUKUS. Not in retaliation for 

trade sanctions. Not because 

the US president is a danger-

ous psychopath. But simply 

because there are much 

cheaper and more effective 

ways to ensure our national 

security. 

Richard Staples was a 

Greens councillor on Byron 

Shire Council between 1995 

and 2012. He now researches 

and writes on energy and 

defence issues.

Come join us on the 5th of April with our friends from Willow 

Tree Sanctuary for our Dog Adoption Day from 11am-2pm.

Cold beers, puppies.. what more could you ask for?

STONE & WOOD BREWERY
5th of April | 11am-2pm

DOG
ADOPTION 

DAY

Articles / Letters

AUKUS – is it the right choice or is there a better plan B?

of Jews is their highest call-

ing – some are brainwashed 

into believing this from 

childhood, the ultimate goal 

of some groups being the 

murder or expulsion of all 

Jews.

Enough is enough. Israelis 

and Palestinians deserve to 

finally live in peace. Neither 

peoples are going anywhere. 

All energy should be put into 

making peace a reality, and 

teaching similarities, rather 

than differences. Peace now.   

Danny Wakil

Billinudgel

Why not think outside the 

box, extend Alcorn Street 

beyond Macgregor Street to 

open spaces behind houses 

on Macgregor and have a 

wide road reaching Broken 

Head Road?

Make that the only exit for 

all Suffolk traffic and entry 

from Lennox side.

Make Clifford Street the 

only entry for traffic from 

Byron side and no exits.

This will be convenient for 

larger vehicles like bus and 

trucks.

In reality vehicular traffic 

is not decreasing it’s the 

other way.

A little extra travel to exit 

Suffolk to Byron is a good 

price to pay.

I hope Byron Shire Council 

owns the land in question or 

may have to pay for it.

V Subramanya

Suffolk Park 

Re Paul Bibby’s report 

last week on the death of 

the $2.3m grant for ‘the 

notorious’ Clifford Street 

intersection. 

Amidst all the blame-

shifting, and flak copped by 

Council staff for doing their 

job and seeking an achiev-

able fix for a black spot, it 

was interesting to finally 

read the mayor defending 

their knowledge of what is 

and isn’t deliverable. It might 

have been good to note 

such advice before throwing 

away such a long-awaited 

solution.

What would also have 

been admirable from the 

mayor would have been an 

explanation of the follow-

ing information that was 

thought best buried in the 

shouting: 

‘… Council reported 

the available informa-

tion approved for public 

release… during the 23 May, 

2024 Council meeting and 

through follow up monthly 

grant reports: Staff are 

typically not required to seek 

community engagement 

for proposed road safety 

improvement decisions or 

grant funding applications. 

These matters relate to the 

safety of the community 

and as Council is the road 

authority, we are required 

to consider the needs of 

all road users, particularly 

vulnerable road users.’

Source: Public Access: 

Questions on notice.

Even better would have 

been for councillors to have 

taken account, in their 

decision-making,  of this 

sobering responsibility.

Liz Levy

Suffolk Park 

▶ Continued from page 12

The Virginia-class attack submarine Minnesota (SSN 783) 

is under construction at Huntington Ingalls Newport News 

Shipbuilding. Photo US Navy / Newport News Shipbuilding
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THREE GREAT PACKAGES  THREE GREAT PACKAGES 
IF YOU MENTION THIS AD!IF YOU MENTION THIS AD!

Advertisement

LET’S BREAK IT DOWN

This can be an attractive way to reduce your bill and put the money 
you would normally pay your power company into your very own 
power system on your rooftop.
ProSolar provides advice and guidance in a simple and easy way, 
to ensure you select the optimal solution for your home and budget. 
This is the best opportunity Northern Rivers families and business 
owners have ever had to generate our own power. For more 
information, call ProSolar on 02 7912 0760 or 0482 082 304.

6.6KW SOLAR SYSTEM

8.8KW SOLAR SYSTEM

The above prices include supply, installation (standard

discount is subject to change at anytime.

ProSolar has designed three great packages to help you take advantage of the federal government discount.

The federal government provides a solar discount to home 
owners and businesses in Australia that install a small 
scale renewable energy system (solar, wind or hydro) 

created is based on:

the amount of electricity consumption it reduces.

Under the package, the federal government will pay around $350 
per kilowatt towards cost of a solar system.

WHAT DOES THE CURRENT 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

SOLAR DISCOUNT MEAN FOR YOU?
e 

ABOUT THE 
W BATTERY 

AV

THREE GREAT PACKAGES 
IF YOU MENTION THIS AD!

ASK

NS
REBATE

AILABLE
NOW!
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North Coast news online

David Lowe

A s the US slides into 

ultra-right-wing 

despotism, with the 

rule of law being abandoned 

and billionaires allowed free 

rein, surprising beneficiaries 

have been centrist and more 

progressive political parties 

elsewhere in the world.

Since Donald Trump was 

elected and started talking 

about annexing the country 

to his north, the leftish 

Liberal Party of Canada 

has gone from prospective 

wipeout territory to an 

election-winning position, 

with 178 seats now projected 

according to 338Canada. This 

is a statistical model based 

on a combination of opinion 

polls, electoral history and 

demographic data. 172 seats 

are needed to win. Other 

polls also favour the Liberals.

The Canadian governing 

party switched leaders 

recently, from the char-

ismatic but widely hated 

Justin Trudeau, to former 

banker Mark Carney, but 

this trend appears to be 

independent of that. An 

election has just been called 

in Canada.

Meanwhile, the pro-

gressive government of 

Mexican President Claudia 

Sheinbaum shows no signs 

of losing its honeymoon 

bounce since last year’s elec-

tion as her country stands 

up to tariff threats from the 

big bully to the north. Shein-

baum’s approval is over 

75 per cent in most recent 

polls – the kind of figure US 

political leaders can only 

dream of. 

Europe and beyond
Massive political protests 

are challenging the rule of 

autocrat President Recep 

Tayyip Erdoğan in Turkey, 

President Aleksandar Vucic 

in Serbia and Prime Minister 

Viktor Orban in Hungary, 

all men who share Donald 

Trump’s disdain for democ-

racy and human rights.

In the UK, the ultra-

right-wing Reform Party 

continues to surge against 

the ruling Labour Party as 

traditional conservatives 

fade, but Prime Minister Keir 

Starmer’s public support for 

Ukraine and Europe in the 

face of American aggression 

appears to have stabilised 

his fall.

France, Italy and Nether-

lands continue to lean right, 

but there have been big 

protests against the rise of 

racism, fascism and far-right 

policies, with more than 

10,000 people gathering in 

Amsterdam on the weekend 

in recognition of the Interna-

tional Day for the Elimination 

of Racial Discrimination.

In Israel, the far-right 

government of Benjamin 

Netanyahu is under siege 

from its own people, with 

thousands gathering around 

the prime minister’s house 

and outside the Ministry of 

Defence in recent days fol-

lowing the return of attacks 

on Gaza and the dismissal 

of the head of the domestic 

intelligence service, who was 

about to resume corruption 

investigations into the prime 

minister.

Protester Moshe Haaha-

rony told Reuters, ‘The most 

dangerous enemy of Israel is 

Benjamin Netanyahu.’

Despite the best efforts 

of Elon Musk, Germany has 

held off the threat of the 

neo-Nazi AfD, for now, and 

former Filipino strongman, 

president and alleged mass-

killer Rodrigo ‘The Punisher’ 

Duterte has been arrested by 

the ICC in Manila, for crimes 

against humanity.

What about 
Australia?

At home, as Austral-

ians have seen the chaos, 

dysfunction and cruelty 

unfolding across the Pacific, 

Peter Dutton has been 

forced to back pedal from 

his earlier all-in support for 

Donald Trump and Trump-

like policies, which have 

included racist dog whistling 

and attacks on the public 

service.

Unfortunately for him, 

supporting things like the 

Pharmaceutical Benefits 

Scheme (PBS) hasn’t been 

enough to save him in the 

popularity stakes.

In recent weeks, in an 

echo of what’s happened in 

Canada, Anthony Albanese’s 

downward slide and Peter 

Dutton’s rise in the polls have 

reversed. Respected pollster 

Roy Morgan Research says 

that if an election were 

held now, the ALP would be 

returned with an increased 

majority. The government 

is enjoying its largest lead 

in over 18 months. Even 

the most partisan polls are 

showing no election-winning 

lead for the Coalition at this 

stage.

Unlike the situation in the 

US, Dutton can’t rely on call-

ing out a last minute cohort 

of sexists and racists who 

don’t normally vote – that 

demographic is known and 

measured here.

Anthony Albanese is due 

to call an election very soon.

Back in the not-so-United 

States of America, the Demo-

crats appear to be in disar-

ray, even as the democratic 

world beyond its borders 

reconsiders its relationships 

with what was once an ally. 

The only glimmer of hope 

appears to be the consumer 

boycotts of the billionaires 

driving the takeover of the 

federal government, and 

the massive rallies being 

held across the country by 

progressive champions and 

outsiders Bernie Sanders and 

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez.

How long until these two 

find themselves on a plane 

to El Salvador though, is 

anyone’s guess.

David Lowe writes a 

weekly political column in 

The Echo Online. Sign up for 

the daily Echo at: https://

tinyurl.com/3n5a82d3 and 

ensure that it arrives in your 

inbox every Monday.

Articles
COUPLES & RELATIONSHIP
COUNSELLING

COUPLES & RELATIONSHIP

COUNSELLING

Byron Shire’s go-to Mac Support Service!

* System Tune / Updates
* Battery Replacements
* Expert Mac Advice
* Screen Repairs

Call Dave: 0418 408 569

es
s

9

www.mrmacintosh.com.au

byrondogrescue.org  •  Ph 0492 862 905

Op Shop
Cnr Tweed St & Booyun St 

Brunswick Heads 
Next to IGA Supermarket

Mon to Fri 10am–4pm
Sat 10am–1pm

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

Presenting a once in a lifetime opportunity for locals of Murwillumbah 

and surrounds to view and acquire quality framed lithographs and other 

works by the Modern Masters, including:

Pablo Picasso, Salvador Dali, Henri Matisse, Claude Renoir, Andy Warhol, 

Maurice Utrillo, Toulouse Lautrec, Marc Chagall, Banksy and more.

Venue: Upstairs at The Courthouse Hotel

Main Street, Murwillumbah, NSW

Opening: Fri 28 March, 5 – 7.30pm

Free entry. Refreshments.

Showing: Sat 29 Mar – Wed 02 Apr 25

9am – 2pm daily

AN EXHIBITION OF MODERN ART

     

Head to the Echo’s Service Directory for 
all your professional trade services

•  Mowing/Landscaping
•  Electricians
•  Painting
•  Building
•  Air Conditioning
•  Concreting
•  Cleaning
•  Fencing

& much much more!
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rv

ic
e 
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In the paper each week and online at
www.echo.net.au

Trump heads hard right, world wonders what’s left?

Immediate action needed on Northern Rivers wetlands
Aslan Shand  

Tropical Cyclone Alfred 

has highlighted the need 

for action on protecting 

wetlands in the Northern 

Rivers as multiple fish kills 

have occurred following the 

cyclone. 

OzFish and the Nature 

Conservation Council of New 

South Wales (NCC) have said 

that blackwater and acid 

runoff following flooding 

are the likely cause of the 

fish kills that once again left 

thousand of fish gasping on 

the banks of the Richmond 

River and its tributaries. 

‘The unnatural frequency 

of fish kill events in North 

Coast rivers is caused by the 

loss of floodplain wetlands, 

but government regula-

tions are directing wetland 

restoration investment 

away from our state,’ said a 

spokesperson for the NCC. 

The degradation of the 

wetlands led to an increase 

in blackwater and acid sul-

phate soils. Blackwater strips 

oxygen from the water and 

the fish try to escape the low 

oxygen and acidic environ-

ment by launching onto the 

river banks. 

‘Healthy water should 

have at least 5mg of dis-

solved oxygen per litre. Fish 

experience distress when it 

falls below 4mg per litre, and 

start to die at 2mg a litre. 

In Richmond River (March 

16), the oxygen levels were 

almost nil at 0.4 mg a litre,’ 

OzFish CEO Cassie Price said.

Minister can act
NCC’s Coastal Wetlands 

Campaigner, Sam Johnson 

explained that, ‘We know 

restoring wetlands like the 

Tuckean, where water has 

become as acidic as lemon 

juice, would reduce these 

mass mortality events after 

high rainfall. 

‘For the second time in 

three years, North Coast 

communities are witnessing 

thousands of dead or dying 

fish lining their riverbanks. 

‘This is terrible news not 

only for the environment, 

but also primary industries 

who will once again be 

forced to confront the viabil-

ity of their businesses. 

‘High rainfall events and 

toxic runoff will increase 

with climate change, so we 

must act now to restore our 

wetlands.’

Johnson says that Minis-

ter for Water, Rose Jackson, 

has the power to act ‘right 

now by amending the Water 

Management Regulation to 

reduce red tape for wetland 

restoration’. 

‘The NSW government 

can make simple, targeted 

amendments to regulations, 

to reduce the frequency of 

these events.’

Ms Price agrees having 

previously said that ‘urgent 

action must be taken to 

build resilience into our 

waterways.’

‘Healthy swamp border-

ing rivers acts as a sieve, 

or a filter, that reduces the 

blackwater entering the 

waterway.’

Johnson has called on 

the state government to 

prioritise the creation of 

a nature restoration SEPP 

(State Environment Plan-

ning Policy) that facilitates 

restoring natural wetlands 

and protecting river systems, 

industry and fish from the 

future impacts from flooding 

and cyclones that are likely 

to occur if no action is taken.

Back to the freezer? 
Image Cloudcatcher Media



www.echo.net.au The Byron Shire Echo 17

Sport Supported by Newy Store

Art by Chrissie
chrissieartwork@gmail.com
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Malibu Classic returns for its 44th year
The longest-running single-

fin longboard event in Aus-

tralia, now in its 44th year, 

will return to Wategos Beach 

on April 25 and 26 – and 

entries are now open.

The Byron Bay Malibu 

Classic is aiming to be bigger 

and better than ever, says 

co-organiser, Jy Pendergast.

‘It attracts over 150 

competitors from all over the 

globe, together with their 

families and a large number 

of spectators’, he says.

Raises funds
‘Run by volunteers from 

Byron Bay Malibu Club, the 

Classic was set up to help 

raise funds for a range of 

local charities and causes, 

featuring barbecues and an 

evening closing event at the 

Byron Bay Bowling Club with 

heaps of giveaways.

‘All club profits go directly 

to these organisations and 

we have donated well in 

excess of $300,000 to local 

organisations and charities 

in the last 40 years.

‘2024 alone saw $18,000 

being divided amongst some 

incredible causes and pro-

jects’, says Jy. To enter, visit 

www.byronbaymalibuclub.

org/the-classic.

Bangalow third grade cricket win semis 
Deano ‘The Rig’ Bohn had a sensational 

innings in the heat on Saturday, helping 

Bangalow third grade to a semi-final win 

over Tintenbar Fire. 

Bangalow will now play Byron Bay in a 

rematch of last year’s grand final.

Bangalow fourth grade also progressed 

to the final, with a hard fought win against 

Tintenbar Weeds. 

They will take on Alstonville fourth grade 

in the grand final.

Hapkiyusul comes to Northern Rivers 
An ancient practice that 

combines physical move-

ment with mental discipline 

is now available in Byron 

Shire, with classes being 

taught by the highest-ranked 

Hapkiyusul practitioner in 

the world, Jarrod Taylor.

He says classes at the 

Bangalow RSL Hall, as well 

as in Lismore, Bexhill, and 

Murwillumbah, are open to 

people of all ages and fitness 

levels, with sessions available 

every day, except Sundays. 

Jarrod says, ‘The unique 

approach to fitness and 

mental clarity through 

Hapkiyusul traces its origins 

back to India, and passed 

through China, Korea, Japan, 

and South Korea’. 

‘It is a holistic practice 

that focuses on building 

strength, enhancing cardio-

vascular health, and teach-

ing practical self-defence 

techniques. 

‘What sets it apart is its 

methodical, low-impact 

approach that is ideal for 

improving both physical 

fitness and mental wellbeing. 

‘The discipline was 

passed down through 

generations of masters, with 

the final custodian, Kim Yun 

Sang, entrusting his teach-

ings to me’. 

Journey from 1999 
He says his Hapkiyusul 

journey began in 1999, when 

he moved to South Korea to 

study Hapkido and Korean 

culture. 

‘I trained under Kim Yun 

Sang for nearly two decades. 

‘In 2023, I returned to the 

Northern Rivers with my 

family, ready to share this 

ancient practice with local 

communities and provide 

high- quality instruction to 

help individuals enhance their 

physical and mental health. 

‘Classes are 90 minutes 

long, beginning with 45 

minutes of stretching and 

cardiovascular exercises that 

increase flexibility and joint 

mobility. 

‘The second half of the 

class involves paired exer-

cises designed to enhance 

strength and teach practical 

self-defence techniques’, 

Jarrod adds.

For more info visit 

www.hapkiyusulglobal.com.

Jy Pendergast from the Byron Bay Malibu Club. 

Photo Jeff Dawson

The highest-ranked Hapkiyusul practitioner in the world, 

Jarrod Taylor. Photo supplied

Pictured from left: Chaz, Trystan, Ruben, Curtis, Freeman, Remo, coach Neehal, and Tyler. 

Photo supplied

In Ballina last week, the best of all the play-

ers from the U14 Byron Bay Futsal League 

combined and won the 2025 Futsal All Stars 

Championship in a thrilling grand final 

against Goonellabah. 

The drawn game was finally decided by 

a penalty shootout, and then with still no 

winner, a sudden death shootout with the 

All Stars Byron Bay reigning supreme. Well 

done Byron!

Deano ‘The Rig’ Bohn. Photo supplied

Byron shines at national karate comp
Richard Light

On Sunday, the Byron Bay 

JWK Karate Club tasted 

success in round one of the 

Queensland AMAC (Austral-

ian Martial Arts Competition) 

at Nerang. 

Competing in his first 

karate tournament, Robert 

Boyle took second  place in 

the beginners Kata. 

Overcoming the nerves 

associated with his first 

comp, he performed Chi No 

Kata well enough to come 

home with silver. This was 

followed by Anthony Dihn, 

winning two sliver medals. 

He won the Advanced 

Freestyle Sparring and 

Contact Points Sparring. 

Robert and Anthony train in 

the Ewingsdale Dojo, and 

will compete in round two 

in July. 

They are both well set up 

to qualify for the Queensland 

Championships.

Send us your 
sport stories!
We would love to run all 

kinds of local sport on 

these pages so please send 

your photos and stories to 

sport@echo.net.au.
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Eateries Guide
Good Taste

LENNOX HEAD

Views, Brews, Cocktails, Beats, and Eats!

Live Music Friday, Sunday.

Bookings essential.

Head to lennoxpizza.com

Follow on Insta: @lennoxpizza

Lennox Pizza
4/74 Ballina St, Lennox Head

Open Mon–Thurs from 3pm 
Fri–Sun from 12pm
Online pick up orders 
available daily 12pm

HAPPY HOUR: 3pm–5pm daily

The Empire
20 Burringbar St, Mullum
6684 2306

Mon–Fri 8am–3.30pm
Sat & Sun 8am–2pm
Thur & Fri nights from 3pm

FB/Insta: EmpireMullum
www.empiremullum.com.au

Now open Thursday and Friday nights 
for tacos and cocktails from 3pm!

New Mexican-themed all-day menu just dropped 
featuring a mix of Mex and Empire classics.

HAPPY HOUR: Thursday and Friday 3–5pm with 
$15 margaritas and $7 cerveza.

¡Está estupendo!

MULLUMBIMBY

Rainforest views, farm to table dining and 
a menu showcasing the best of Northern 

Rivers produce. Forest Byron Bay offers fresh, 
seasonal dishes and crafted cocktails.

Unwind with Golden Hour, 4 to 6pm Tuesday 
to Saturday, or enjoy house-made pasta with 

wine for Pasta Thursday.

Forest Byron Bay
Open 7 days

Breakfast: 7.30 to 10.30am

Lunch on Verandah from 12 to 3pm

Dinner: 5.30 to 9pm

crystalbrookcollection.com/
byron/forest

Bonito Peruvian
@bonitoperuvian

www.bonitoperuvian.com.au

10/54 Simpson Ave, 
Wollongbar

02 6628 3111
Open Wed / Thurs: 3pm to late

Fri / Sat: 12pm to late

Experience the bold and vibrant flavors of 
Peru at Bonito Peruvian in Wollongbar, where 

traditional recipes meet modern creativity. From 
fresh ceviche and anticucho skewers to savory 

ají de gallina, every dish is crafted with authentic 
ingredients and passion. 

Pair your meal with a classic pisco sour and enjoy a 
true taste of Peru in a warm, inviting atmosphere.

WOLLONGBAR

BANGALOW

Tuckshop serves up elevated comfort 
food and familiar favourites featuring 

locally sourced produce with super 
salads and seafood, wagyu steak, 

vegetables cooked on charcoal, and 
refreshing wines and cocktails that 

cater to today’s foodie culture.

Bangalow Tuckshop
Open: Wed to Sat, noon till late.

43 Byron Street, Bangalow

bangalowtuckshop.com

hello@bangalowtuckshop.com.au

@ Bangalowtuckshop

BILLINUDGEL

M E X I C A NM E X I C A N

Rosefina went retro and bought 
a Club Lounge to eat tacos

and drink tequila.

Rosefina’s Mexican
Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Lunch 12pm–2:30pm
Dinner 5pm–8:30pm

Sunday 12pm–8pm

8/10 Wilfred St, Billinudgel
www.rosefinas.place

North Byron 
Liquor Merchants
61 Bayshore Drive, 
Byron Bay

6685 6500
liquor@northbyronhotel.com.au
Open 10am–8pm daily and
10am-9pm through Summer

‘Byron’s boutique bottle shop’

Local service

Old and rare wines

Natural wines

Craft beers

Specialty tequilas

BYRON BAY (continued)

Welcome to Horizon,
Byron’s newest rooftop bar.

Enjoy hinterland views, stunning sunsets
and signature cocktails showcasing local 

distilleries and breweries.

Horizon Rooftop
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 7 DAYS

Horizon Rooftop, Hotel Marvell
4 Marvell Street, Byron Bay

Open Daily | 12pm – late

NO BOOKINGS REQUIRED

Call: 6685 7385
@horizonbyronbay

Hotel Marvell’s newest seafood destination

OYSTER HOUR
Tuesday to Saturday 5–6pm 

Serving $3 oysters

Oyster Bar
4 Marvell St, Byron Bay 
OPEN 7 DAYS
Breakfast 7–11:30am
Lunch 12–4pm 
Dinner 5–10pm
Book
byronbayoysterbar.com.au

BYRON BAY

Open for takeaway daily, 12 midday until dinner. 

Menu and more details

@mainstreet_burgerbar

‘Make a meal of it’
Add chips and a drink, just $5.

Main Street
Open for takeaway daily, 
12 midday until dinner.

Menu, more details –
@mainstreet_burgerbar

18 Jonson Street

6680 8832

CATERING

lizzijjackson@gmail.com

0414 895 441

Gluten free and special dietary needs catered for.

Celebrations 
Cakes by 
Liz JacksonCELEBRATIONSCELEBRATIONS  

BY LIZ JACKSONBY LIZ JACKSON

Roca 
Byron Bay
Sun to Thur–6:30am–10pm
Fri & Sat–6:30am–midnight
14 Lawson St, Byron Bay
(02) 5642 0149 
@rocabyronbay
www.rocabyronbay.com.au

Latin Fusion all-day dining
Enjoy delicious casual dining with flavors straight from 

the grill! Savor our chargrilled anticuchos, indulge in 
fresh ceviche & oysters, or elevate your night with the 
Roca dining experience. Pair it all with a classic Pisco 

Sour or our best-selling Hot Like Papi cocktail.

Available daily from 2:30pm to 5pm.

Delicious new winter dinner menu, live jazz 
every Sunday arvo, happy hour 3–5pm Friday 

to Sunday & our famous Sunday roast.

Enjoy a wander in the fields, meet the pigs, 
and picnic in the sun… there really is 

something for everyone.

Three Blue Ducks
The Farm, 11 Ewingsdale Rd.
6190 8966
enquiries@threeblueducks.com
threeblueducks.com/byron

Open 7 days from 7am.
Mon-Thurs: breakfast & lunch
Fri-Sun: breakfast,
lunch & dinner

Join the 2025 Northern Rivers Food Harvest Festival
The Northern Rivers Food Harvest Festival is 

back, bigger and better than ever! This year, 

the festival will run for a whole month, from 

1-31 May, showcasing the region’s unique food 

culture, stunning landscapes, and vibrant com-

munity spirit.

Now in its ninth year, the Harvest Festival 

promises to be an unforgettable journey 

through the region’s four unique sub-regions: 

Ballina and Byron Shires; Lismore, Kyogle and 

Richmond Valley; The Tweed; and The Clarence.

Each weekend will feature a two-day 

Harvest Trail, an undercover producers’ hub, 

and a long table community lunch or dinner. 

This year, festival participation is open to 

ALL Northern Rivers food and beverage 

producers, not just members of Northern 

Rivers Food.

Already, some of the region’s best known 

and emerging brands have signed up, includ-

ing Stone & Wood, Potager at Carool, Sunshine 

Sugar, Zentveld’s Coffee, Caldera Brewing, 

Bunker Distillery, Playing with Fire, and 

Grumpy Grandma’s, to name just a few!

Expressions of Interest (EOIs) are now open 

for local farmers, artisan food producers, food 

and drink retailers, and restaurateurs. To take 

part, simply visit the Harvest Festival website 

and follow the easy instructions to enter your 

information, upload your relevant documents, 

and pay your participation fee.

The festival promises to be a celebration 

of the region’s resilience and determination, 

particularly after the devastating floods of 

2022 and more recently, Ex-Tropical Cyclone 

Alfred. By taking part, local businesses can help 

rebuild and revitalise the community.

Don’t miss this opportunity to showcase 

your business and be part of this iconic annual 

event. EOIs close on 31 March, so be sure to 

submit your application today.

Harvest Festival tickets are on sale now, visit 

www.harvestfestival.org.au.
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The Good Life
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Open 6am – 12pm
Monday – Saturday

Shop 6/108 Stuart Street
Mullumbimby.

ALLPRESS ESPRESSSO

C O F F E E  S H O P lismore
produce market FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE 

EVERY THURSDAY 
3:00 - 6:00pm

In the heart of the city, 
on the steps of the Con.

Keen St. Lismore

While many people in the 

Northern Rivers can now 

breathe a sigh of relief after 

escaping a worse fate at the 

hands of Cyclone Alfred, its 

impacts are still being felt by 

many of our region’s farmers.

Byron Farmers Market 

manager Tom Carey says that 

a number of local farms have 

been badly affected, with some 

having lost entire paddocks 

and crops.

‘Pretty much all our farmers 

have copped some sort of 

damage and quite a few have 

lost over 50 per cent of their 

crops,’ he says. ‘Banana farmers 

have all had big hits and those 

farmers will take about 12-18 

months to recover back to full 

production, depending on the 

banana variety. 

‘One of the most heart-

breaking stories, though, is two 

of our youngest farmers, Julia 

Bolam and Taylor Jamieson of 

Rosebery Growers, who trade 

at Bangalow. They have not 

only lost virtually all their crops 

but most of their infrastructure, 

(irrigation, weed mat, poly 

tunnels, etc.) as well.’

Julia Bolam and husband 

Taylor Jamieson grow organic 

vegetables and flowers on their 

farm, which is located near 

a creek in Upper Richmond 

catchment, and was completely 

inundated.

‘The creek broke the banks 

and caused a flash flood/flash 

river to travel through about 

60 per cent of our market 

garden (the 60 per cent that 

we had most of our crops in),’ 

Julia explains. ‘The water was 

superpowerful and crushed two 

caterpillar tunnels. It also took 

a lot of top soil and all the crops 

that were in that area. The top 

soil loss is the worst part as 

we had been working on the 

soil for years and it had started 

growing some really amazing 

vegetables.’

Julia says the flooding has 

set the couple back months, 

but they are already working 

hard to get the farm back on 

its feet. ‘Basically, we have to 

start again crop-wise, so we will 

likely miss five to seven weeks’ 

worth of farmers’ markets but 

then we will be back, initially 

with fast-growing crops only,’ 

she says.

So now more than ever 

is the time to get behind our 

farmers and support those 

who do have produce to sell. 

‘We are incredibly grateful for 

the support of our community 

throughout the year, but 

particularly in times like this,’ 

Tom says.

Byron Farmers Market is on 

Thursdays from 7am to 11am at 

Butler St Reserve

Bangalow Farmers Market is 

on Saturdays from 7am to 11am 

in Piccabeen Park.

As the leaves turn, backyard 

gardeners can usher in a 

productive autumn season 

with strategic planning and 

planting. Luke from Seedlings 

Organic has this expert advice 

for maximising yields in smaller 

spaces.

Bed preparation is key:

Prepare your beds for autumn, 

aerate the soil thoroughly and 

enrich it with compost or worm 

castings to boost fertility. 

Skip mulch in autumn 

vegetable gardens due to 

wet conditions and potential 

pest/disease issues. Instead, 

encourage low-growing, 

non-competitive ‘weeds’ like 

false dandelion, dandelion, 

bitterness, slender celery, 

winter grass, and shivery grass. 

These improve soil health. For 

flowering companions, consider 

heartsease or alyssum, which 

are also edible.

Focus on quick returns: In 

limited spaces, prioritise 

vegetables that offer 

a fast turnaround. 

Instead of long-growing 

varieties, opt for 

quick-maturing crops. 

Consider mini-sugarloaf 

cabbage, small green 

cabbages or wonbok 

over traditional cabbages. 

Other excellent choices include 

silverbeet, pak choi, Asian 

greens, lettuce, kale, chard, and 

spinach.

Root vegetables and alliums:

Radishes and beetroot are 

ideal for autumn planting, with 

radishes offering harvests in just 

4-6 weeks and beetroot turning 

around fairly quickly. Alliums like 

spring onions, onions, and leeks 

thrive in cooler weather. Direct 

seeding is beneficial for some 

vegetables, consider carrots, 

radishes, peas, and broad beans. 

Due to differing watering needs, 

Luke suggests pairing carrots 

with leeks rather than onions. 

While carrots require consistent 

moisture, leeks can tolerate it 

better than other alliums.

Herbs and longer-term crops: 

Continue growing herbs like 

rosemary, parsley, coriander, 

and basil for a few more 

months. If you have extra 

space, now is the time to plant 

longer-term crops such as garlic, 

potatoes, cauliflower, broccoli, 

and cabbage.

Pest control for brassicas:

Brassicas are susceptible to 

pests, so regular spraying is 

essential. Luke recommends 

using Dipel, an organic solution 

available at his shop. Mix ¼ 

teaspoon of Dipel with 20ml 

of eco or neem oil in 5 litres of 

water and spray your brassicas 

weekly until the end of May.

Seed and seedling expertise: 

Luke is your go-to source for 

expert advice on seedlings and 

seeds. Many local organic farm-

ers rely on Luke from Seedlings 

Organic for their planting needs.

Happy gardening this autumn!

You will find Seedlings 

Organic every Friday at Mullum 

Farmers Market from 7am to 

11am at Mullum Showgrounds, 

Main Arm Road.

Autumn abundance: backyard gardening tips from Luke at Seedlings Organic
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Before and after images of Roseberry Growers’ farm.

Byron Bay Cacao’s handcrafted collection 
Easter is the perfect time to 

indulge, and this year, Byron 

Bay Cacao is offering a limited-

edition collection of luxurious 

handcrafted chocolates, 

designed to elevate your 

celebrations.

Richard Tuohy is both the 

owner and master chocolatier, 

dedicated to ensuring that each 

creation is crafted with care 

from the finest ingredients, to 

ensure a rich and unforgettable 

taste experience. In addition 

to the normal enticing range, 

the limited-time Easter range 

features stunning chocolate 

Easter eggs, elegant bunnies, 

and loads of other chocolate 

treats. Whether you’re gifting, or 

enjoying these treats yourself, 

Byron Bay Cacao’s Easter range 

brings a touch of indulgence and 

sophistication to the holiday 

season. The range also includes 

options for various dietary 

preferences, such as vegan and 

refined-sugar-free choices, so 

everyone can enjoy.

Why choose Byron Bay 

Cacao? While being a choco-

latier may seem like a dreamy, 

creative job, it’s also important 

that the quality is consistently 

high, so that customers are 

never disappointed. Byron Bay 

Cacao is dedicated to delivering 

exceptional quality in every 

product; as Richard says, ‘Our 

chocolates are crafted from the 

highest quality, 100% Australian-

made chocolate, offering a rich 

flavour everyone will love. With 

their striking packaging, they’re 

the perfect choice for anyone 

seeking a delicious treat that 

looks as good as it tastes’.

Sustainability
‘We’re proud of our com-

mitment to sustainability. Our 

factory is powered by solar 

energy, and all of our packaging 

is made from recycled materials. 

When you choose Byron Bay 

Cacao, you’re not just choosing 

delicious chocolates – you’re 

choosing products that prioritise 

quality and the environment.’

Buying from independent, 

locally-owned companies like 

Byron Bay Cacao has lasting ben-

efits for our region; buying a local 

product is not just about getting 

something more meaningful, and 

often unique, it also has a ripple 

effect that makes it better to live 

here. If you get a chance to speak 

to Richard, you’ll hear that Byron 

Bay Cacao values craftsmanship 

and sustainability, and takes 

pride in creating each and every 

product for you. Your support 

helps them to continue to deliver 

high-quality treats while staying 

true to their values.

So, with Easter fast 

approaching, as their collection 

is available for a limited time 

only, stock up now to ensure you 

have the finest chocolates on 

hand for the season. For busi-

nesses, Byron Bay Cacao offers 

wholesale partnerships, provid-

ing a unique opportunity to offer 

your customers something truly 

special this Easter. Pre-ordering 

is available now in their local 

boutique, or contact them for 

wholesale enquiries, but stock 

is limited. While you’re visiting, 

be sure to try their delicious hot 

chocolate, coffee and pastries.

Email info@byronbaycacao.

com or visit Unit 4, 20-22 

DeHavilland Cres, Ballina.

Make this Easter unforgettable with Byron Bay Cacao.

Cyclone Alfred aftermath: 
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Cryptic Clues 
ACROSS
6. Overused anagram reveals litter (5)

7. Greek warrior takes pains to 
suppress evil (8)

10. Essentially free spirit Romeo’s 
ditched at interval (7)

11. Try to hold onto Echo security head 
in wild weather (7)

12.  Flower faeries cultivated (7)

13. Parties organised to provide 
money (7)

14. Flag on stern of warship is not 
good enough (11)

19. Boxer not quite in – directly 
opposed, or much admired? (7)

21. Ionian leader laying waste to 
Athens impulsively (2,5)

23. Play presented outside church 
gains currency (7)

25. Rider, with long period nearly 
finished, is at an intersection (7)

26. Greek warrior depicted in intricate 
enamel uniform by Praxiteles – at 
last! (8)

27. Hard worker taking time off. Well? (5)

DOWN
1. Greek warrior whose headless 

corpse is found on ship by Sue 
when returning (8)

2. Releases elders, but not Arrernte 
leader (6)

3. Crook – it’s a guy thing! (10)

4. Excite wuss who’s swallowed 
heroin (4)

5. Leave waste (6)

6. Trouble gets serious in the end, 
with some piffling thing left out (6)

8. Follower of Mary starts to attend 
drama and dance (7)

9. Veteran American actor won’t 
entertain king – could be costly (5)

13. License cap unfairly placed on 
carrier of stationery (6,4)

15. Left-wing slob turns up at hotel 
every second time (7)

16. Devotee lied dreadfully about 
flipping photos (8)

17. Potatoes, then dessert, eaten by 
Hitler’s men (5)

18. Greek warrior who was at Troy, and 
not overseeing estate (6)

20. Revolver may be found in Penny 
Lane tomorrow! (6)

22. Warrior at Troy, The Rock, beaten 
up and shedding kilos (6)

24. Mighty Greek warrior starts to 
attack Jericho with American 
chopper (4)

Quick Clues 
ACROSS
6. Family car with four doors (5)

7. Legendary Greek warrior with a 
vulnerable heel (8)

10. Brief period of relief (7)

11. Violent storm or commotion (7)

12. Fragrant flower with funnel-shaped 
blooms (7)

13. Former monetary unit of several 
Middle Eastern countries (7)

14. Below acceptable quality (11)

19. Widely liked or appreciated (7)

21. Quickly and with little thought (2,5)

23. Former currency of Greece (7)

25. Person who rides a bike (7)

26. Mythical Greek king of Sparta (8)

27. A ship driven by oil; an oil well (5)

DOWN
1. Legendary Greek hero known for 

his cunning (8)

2. Loosens or undoes knots (6)

3. Wrongdoer or criminal (10)

4. Sharpen or stimulate (4)

5. Arid, sandy landscape (6)

6. Conflict or bitter disagreement (6)

8. Brazilian dance with sensual 
movements (7)

9. Having a sharp slope or incline (5)

13. Container for writing implements 
(6,4)

15. Uncooperative or rebellious (7)

16. Devoted follower or student (8)

17. Informal term for potatoes (5)

18. Wise elderly counsellor in Greek 
mythology (6)

20. Celestial body orbiting a star (6)

22. Bully or intimidate (6)

24. Mythical Greek hero in the Trojan 
War (4)

Crossword by Stephen Clarke #48

Last week’s solution #47
S C U T T L E N O T R U M P
E W I B R O I

D A M E Q U E E N S L A N D
S E U R A E S

D E A D W E I G H T M A K O
F U E O

T I T L E R O L E A D A G E
R O E E R

P E C A N O U R S E L V E S
N L U Y

I B I S E X O R B I T A N T
U H A V T A U

G R E A T N I E C E P O R T
K R T N X I S

J A C K S O N S T O R I E D

ARIES THE RAM

ARIES: Is Venus and Mercury backtracking 

out of Aries this week’s best news? No, it’s 

the sun and new moon in your fiery sign on 

29 March setting off  celestial firecrackers to 

celebrate your astro-birthday. Take time, 

Rams, to tune into the magical download of 

celestial information heading your way.

TAURUS: Your ruling planet Venus 

retrogrades in the same zodiac sector 

around every seven years or so, hence the 

proverbial seven-year itch. This is when 

recurring themes or patterns emerge which 

activate changes of heart, and shift s in 

priorities as you decide what matters most 

in these changing times.

GEMINI: Geminis are used to dealing with 

dualities, but your mentor planet Mercury 

shift ing back and forth between intuitive, 

dreamy, emotional; and blunt, rapid-fire, 

direct, can be confusing and unsettling. 

This week’s horoscope suggests your 

naturally chatty selves will do best by 

holding back and listening.

CANCER: Assertive Mars in Cancer can make 

you extra protective of what’s precious, and 

why not? But this week advises treading 

gently, especially around the potentially-

flammable and emotionally-explosive new 

moon solar eclipse on 29 March – which 

on the upside enhances confidence and 

supports new beginnings.

LEO: As this passionate, radical week 

dials up excitement in the life of Leo, your 

majesty might feel inclined to push the 

envelope a little. But easy does it, and also 

don’t neglect, when you’re stepping onto 

centre-stage, to credit the loyal support 

team who helped you there.

VIRGO: Virgos like to be polished and 

prepared, but your mentor planet 

Mercury’s retrograde this week could 

bring vagueness, misunderstandings and 

mistakes. In which case, go easy on the 

self-scolding; step back from the general 

noise and tumult for some quintessentially 

Virgoan reflection and rejigging.

LIBRA: You Venusians will be happy to hear 

that the new moon eclipse on 29 March 

brings closure to a planetary theme at 

work for Librans since 2023 around self vs 

relationships, opening a new chapter of 

discovery, independence and honouring 

your own needs in ongoing collaborations. 

Bravo!

SCORPIO: Black Moon Lilith is a celestial 

point between the moon and earth that 

astrologers associate with representing 

our wild side. This week Black Moon Lilith 

moves into Scorpio for a nine-month transit 

destined to take you for a rollercoaster ride 

on the drama express. Strap in and enjoy!

SAGITTARIUS: This week’s energy and 

momentum bring a renewed sense of 

optimism, initiative and fresh starts as it 

presses the reset button on a brand-new 

astrological cycle. Bold possibilities 

beckon, but curb your impatience, hold 

those Sagittarian horses, don’t burn out on 

the first furlong. Pace yourself.

CAPRICORN: Venus and Mercury 

concurrently retrograde in your sector of 

communications and social contacts is 

one of the year’s best cycles for revisiting 

partnership and friend narratives. For 

thinking about what past grievances can 

be released, and deciding who should stay 

and what needs to go.

AQUARIUS: You’re probably in the mood 

to blaze your own unique trail this week, 

but two retrograde planets in your financial 

sector are saying, ‘hey, wait a second …’ 

There’s something you may not be aware 

of yet which, when it’s revealed, which will 

change the game play.

PISCES: When there’s not just one, but two 

planets, in this week’s case Mercury and 

Venus, retrograde in your sign, the message 

is loud and clear: something important 

requires your attention, consideration 

and reflection. This week’s not without 

challenges, but addressing them will be a 

huge relief.

STARS 
BY LILITH
This week’s sun and 
new moon sing Happy 
Birthday Aries and a 
brave new astrological 
year to everyone 
else, as our western 
zodiac calendar begins 
another cycle of 
worldwide change …

Happy Birthday
Mandy Nolan

W hy do we sing ‘Happy 

Birthday’?

It’s an awful little song. 

It’s weird and depressing. It’s age 

inappropriate for anyone over ten 

years old. It feels daggy and inauthen-

tic. Sad. Lost. It makes me feel funny 

inside. But if it’s someone’s birthday 

it’s my go to, because it’s all we have.

As the birthday boy, or girl or 

person, sits in the agonising discom-

fort of enjoying the full focus of not 

just their friends and family, drunk 

Uncle Archie, and sometimes an 

entire restaurant of strangers singing 

the slow, melodic dirge it doesn’t feel 

like happy birthday. It feels like creepy 

birthday. ‘Creepy birthday to you. 

Creepy birthday to you. Creepy birth-

day creepy birthday. Creepy birthday 

to youuuuu. Hip hip?’ 

It’s not just the tune, even the 

words suck. Why must we force 

people to be happy?

Can’t the person with the birthday 

decide their own emotional tone? 

Sulky birthday? Angry birthday? Sexy 

birthday? We’ve got to stop telling 

people to be happy. Give them a 

house, a secure fulfilling job, a com-

munity filled with love and support, 

and then sing ‘Happy Birthday’.

We’ve all had to endure the birth-

day chorus. It’s awkward. There’s no 

other word to describe what it feels 

like to be on the receiving end of 

the annual happy birthday choir. No 

one loves it. Yet we persist. Because 

frankly we don’t really know what 

else to do. Someone gives a speech, 

whacks out a cake and goes, shit, we 

need an emotional high that brings us 

all together before you blow out the 

candles and make your wish. My wish 

for the last ten years has been for a 

better song.

Sometimes people decide to go for 

the Stevie Wonder version because, 

clearly, he couldn’t stand it either. But 

that’s a bit cheesy as well. I think I’d 

prefer a Nick Cave version. A happy 

birthday murder ballad. Because if 

you’ve ever given birth you’ll under-

stand the need for a gothic twist. 

Women throughout history have not 

broken their vaginas, pushing a giant 

head through a 10cm cervical dilation 

for such a boring song.

I had a google, and apparently the 

song, ‘Happy Birthday to You’ was 

written by two sisters Mildred and 

Patty Hill. An organist and a kinder-

garten teacher. In 1893. And it’s pretty 

well remained unchanged since then. 

I didn’t realise until I googled that 

Warner somehow had the copyright 

and until a few years ago, singing 

happy birthday without paying royal-

ties was technically against the law.

I’m imagining a maximum-security 

prison. One giant bloke turns to 

another less giant bloke and says 

‘what are you in for?’ (I know you 

aren’t supposed to ask that in the 

clink, but go with me). ‘Armed rob-

bery. You?’ ‘Happy birthday’. Someone 

overhears the conversation. There’s 

a silence. And then the whole prison 

yard starts singing ‘happy birthday to 

you, happy birthday to you …’ And the 

guards have to shut it down and put 

everyone in solitary.

That song really is a crime.

So here’s the challenge. Maybe this 

year, instead of the scary drunken 

chorus singing an outdated song 

meant for kindergarten kids in 

Kentucky, Louisiana, in the late 1800s, 

maybe write your birthday target a 

special song. Who knows, it might 

take off and then you can take a clip.

Until then. If it’s your birthday … 

Happy birthday to you. Happy birth-

day to you. Happy …

Mandy Nolan’s Soapbox column 

has appeared in The Echo for almost 23 

years. The personal and the political 

often meet here; she’s also been the 

Greens federal candidate since before 

the last federal election. The Echo’s 

coverage of political issues will remain 

as comprehensive and fair as it has 

ever been, outside this opinion column 

which, as always, contains Mandy’s 

personal opinions only.

I’m imagining 
a maximum-

security prison. 
One giant bloke 

turns to another less 
giant bloke and says 

‘what are you in for?’ 
(I know you aren’t 

supposed to ask that in 
the clink, but go with 
me). ‘Armed robbery. 

You?’ ‘Happy birthday’. 

Soapbox www.echo.net.au/soap-box

MANDY NOLAN’S
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Daffodils, freesias, jonquils, irises, ranunculus, 

and anemones are all easy to grow. They flower 

in late winter or early spring, and you need to 

plant them any time from now until 

the end of May. It’s a good idea to 

buy the bulbs a few weeks before you 

intend to plant and give them a week 

or two in the fridge to simulate

a longer, colder winter. 

Plant them in garden beds or cram 

them into pots for an irresistible 

spring display.

Now’s also the time to plant garlic 

bulbs and sweet peas.
W��ng Windows 
by Jake

workingwindows.com.au

Jake 0435 506 465 

Toby 0405 793 994

workingwindows1@gmail.com

Are your windows and doors working? 

Are you prepared for the imminent arrival of 

winged friends carried by the summer sea 

breeze? Well, fret no more! Don’t replace… 

REPAIR and SAVE with Working Windows. 

Jake and Toby are local experts specialising 

in the repair and, if necessary, replacement 

of windows, doors, fly screens and security 

screens. With 10+ years experience in timber, 

aluminium and uPVC products, they pride 

themselves on always delivering top-quality, 

eco-friendly results that best benefit you 

and your environment.

Contact them today via phone or email, 

or check out their website for more 

information.

Enspire Furn�ure & H�ew�es

Wright Ma�i�ry
in Murw	l
bah

Wright Machinery Services is a longstanding family-

owned business. Established in 2007, they are a 

dealer for New Holland Agriculture, New Holland 

Construction, Kuhn, and BA Pumps and Sprayers.

This mix of agricultural, construction, and specialised 

equipment services suggests that they cater to both 

large-scale farming and construction needs.

A modern fully-equipped workshop with JDN 4-Tonne 

overhead crane shows a high level of capability to 

manage heavy-duty machinery servicing and repairs. 

Two fully-equipped serviced vehicles for on-site 

repairs and servicing.

Located at Murwillumbah, drop in or give them a call 

if you’re in the market for new machinery or looking 

for repairs or service work. Follow Wright Machinery 

Services on Facebook and Instagram for regular 

updates.

25 Honeyeater Circuit, Murwillumbah

(02) 6672 2902

Unprecedented dem�d f� ba�ery installati
s
ProSolar is installing home battery 

systems across the Northern Rivers at a 

record pace as demand surges. Locals 

increasingly recognise the importance 

of storing solar energy for use at 

night, ensuring energy independence 

and lower electricity bills. With the 

NSW battery rebate making storage 

solutions more affordable than ever, 

households are seizing the opportunity 

to maximise their solar investment. 

ProSolar’s expert team is leading 

the charge, equipping homes with 

cutting-edge battery technology 

that enhances energy resilience 

and sustainability. As power prices 

fluctuate and grid reliability concerns 

grow, more residents are turning to 

solar storage as a smart, long-term 

solution. The Northern Rivers community is embracing the 

future of renewable energy, and ProSolar is proud to be at 

the forefront of this transition.

ProSolar Australia, 6/71 Molesworth St, Lismore

(02) 7912 0760  •  prosolaraustralia.com.au

Swap a Bo�le
Swap a Bottle is a 100% locally-owned and 

family-run independent LP Gas supply business, 

conveniently located in South Murwillumbah. 

Since their distributor Noel from Brunswick 

Valley Gas has sold to Elgas, they are thrilled 

to be providing a local gas supply option, and 

delivering personally in the area!

Their friendly, dedicated team would love the 

opportunity to organise your 45kg gas delivery 

with the service and reliability their wonderful 

existing customers already enjoy! Head to the 

website for online ordering.

www.swapabottlegas.com 

Free Call: 1300 727 013    

10 Kite Crescent South Murwillumbah

Ma�ng
SPACES

Unlock ��er sl�p at Beds R Us, Byr
 Bay
Discover the transformative power of the right pillow. Your pillow isn’t just a place to rest 

your head; it’s a crucial element in ensuring quality sleep and overall well-being.

The right pillow provides optimal support, aligning your spine and reducing pressure 

points, which helps prevent neck and back pain. It enhances comfort, allowing you to fall 

asleep faster and stay asleep longer.

Investing in a high-quality pillow tailored to your sleep position and preferences can 

improve your sleep quality, boost your mood, and 

increase your daytime productivity. Drop 

into our Beds R Us showroom at 

16 Brigantine St, Byron Arts 

and Industry Estate for a 

free consultation with our 

sleep experts! 

Ph: (02) 6685 5212

16 Brigantine Street,

Byron Bay 

Murwillumbah is home to many artists and 

galleries.  This week, it will be home to a rich 

collection of lithographs, screen prints, oils

and other works from the modern masters.

For many, the exhibition will be a once-

in-a-lifetime opportunity to view and 

acquire quality framed prints by artists 

such as Pablo Picasso, Salvador Dali, 

Henri Matisse, Claude Renoir, Andy 

Warhol, Maurice Utrillo, Toulouse 

Lautrec, Marc Chagall, Banksy and more.

The exhibition will open on Friday, 28 

March in the gallery space above the 

Courthouse Hotel, from 5 to 7.30pm.  

Entry is free, and refreshments will be 

served. The gallery will be open from 

9am to 2pm daily from Saturday, 29 

March to Wednesday, 2 April.

Upstairs at The Courthouse Hotel,

Main Street, Murwillumbah.

Opening: Friday, 28 March, 5 to 7.30pm.

Free entry.

Whether you’re furnishing a cosy apartment or 

preparing for a big family gathering,we’ve got 

something for every space and taste.

If you’re after a piece that combines comfort 

and strength with sophisticated design, the 

Aruba 3-seater sofa with fully removable slip 

covers in hemp blend is a must-have. Hemp 

blend upholstery is trending now for its 

breathable, natural look and soft texture. 

The Aruba sofa takes it to the next 

level with a sleek, minimalist design 

that adds elegance to any room. 

It’s the perfect touch of luxury while 

still being practical for everyday use. 

This investment piece is a great way 

to incorporate modern trends with timeless 

appeal.

Terrena R 

Enspire Interior Design

15 Sheather Street, Ballina 

(02) 6686 8802

www.enspirefurniture.com.au. Hemp

its 

ture.

www.enspirefurniture.com.au

140 Bangalow Rd, Byron Bay

(02) 6685 6874

www.edenatbyron.com.au

Modern masters 
 show in Murw	l
bah

It's bulb ti� at Eden at Byr
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BYRON ARTS  
& INDUSTRY ESTATE

1. BODHI LIVING 
Bodhi Living showcases a carefully curated collection 

of furniture, homewares, rugs and lighting, sourced 

both locally and globally. They have introduced a range 

of collections designed in-house, including sofas, 

dining tables and seating using natural and sustainable 

materials such as rattan and wood. The brand 

encapsulates the freedom of spirit and the soul of the 

individual as represented through their home.

Shop 1/18 Centennial Circuit

www.bodhiliving.com.au

IG @bodhi.living

2. NORTH BYRON HOTEL
North Byron Hotel is a meeting place for friends and 

families to get together and indulge in sustainable 

Northern Rivers produce, and local musical talents. 

Showcasing the best of the rainbow region, the sun-

drenched garden welcomes locals and holidaymakers 

for restaurant quality food at pub prices. Check out the 

website for a jam-packed events calendar, fit for the 

whole family.

61 Bayshore Drive

02 6685 6500

www.northbyronhotel.com.au

5. HIVE BYRON BAY
Discover the buzz at Hive Byron Bay! This vibrant 

precinct is your go-to for delicious food, unique drinks, 

and exciting activities. Whether you’re grabbing a 

coffee before work, meeting colleagues for lunch, 

or unwinding after hours, Hive has it all. With trendy 

spots and new eateries opening soon, there’s always 

something fresh to explore. Experience Hive Byron Bay 

today!

92 Centennial Circuit

hivebyronbay.com.au

6. MR VINTAGE
How you dress is representative of your personality. 

You are unique, one in 7 billion, born out of the death of 

a star.

Life’s too short to wear boring clothes. Recycled and 

vintage clothing sourced from around the world.

3/6 Centennial Circuit

02 6680 8640

@mrvintageaustralia

3. BYRON BAY CAMPING  
AND DISPOSALS

Make the most of these beautiful days for all those fun 

outdoor activities. Byron Bay Camping and Disposals 

have most of your bait and tackle needs, with brands 

in store like Okuma, Zman, Halco, Platypus and Jaz 

lures. They also have a huge range of snorkelling and 

spearfishing gear for those who prefer spending their 

time in the water.

1/1 Tasman Way

www.byron-camping.com.au

0439 212 153

4. McTAVISH SURFBOARDS
McTavish is the ultimate destination for all things surf. 

Grab a pre- or post-surf coffee and browse the range of 

handcrafted surfboards (all made on-site in the factory 

behind the showroom), surf accessories and apparel, or 

borrow a demo board for the weekend.

Surfboard Factory, Surf Shop & Cafe

91 Centennial Circuit

www.mctavish.com.au 

@mctavishsurf

Byron Arts & 
Industry Estate
Creative, small-batch, hand-made, 
state-of-the-art, artisan, innovative, 
ethical, imaginative, hyper-local, 
leading-edge, quality, EXPLORE 
premium, master, handcrafted, 
accomplished, cutting edge, organic, 
designer, eclectic DISCOVER ingenious, 
beautiful, unique, sensational, avant-
garde, original, visionary, inspirational, 
expert, brilliant, gifted, ahead of the 
curve. YOU wonderful, compelling, 
THERE experiencing, witnessing, 
engaging. NOW.
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10. ARCAA 
Visit Arcaa to discover the latest collection of 

timeless and versatile pieces, made from sustainable, 

lightweight fibres of organic cotton and natural 

linen. The boutique also offers a curated selection of 

accessories, jewellery, gifts and lifestyle products.

Open Mon–Fri, 9.30am–4pm and Sat, 9am–3pm, or shop 

anytime by visiting the online store.

Shop 10, 1 Porter Street 

 @arcaa_movement

arcaamovement.co

11. HABITAT WORKSPACE
A modern co-working space for freelancers, start-ups 

and small businesses. Choose from 34 lockable 'pocket 

offices' or 12 open plan desks, with shared meeting 

spaces, conference room, kitchen, welcome area 

and mailboxes. Plus, enjoy easy access to Habitat’s 

on-site gyms, cafés and 25m pool. A smarter, more 

affordable way to work in an upscale setting that’s still 

relaxed.

Building B1, 1 Porter Street

habitatbyronbay.com

(02) 6694 3244

HABITAT
Get out of town! Visit Habitat where you can shop, eat, 

drink and recharge, all in one place. They’ve carefully 

curated every flagship store, independent boutique 

and fashion label, so you can find the iconic style you’d 

expect from Byron, hassle-free. 

Plus, they’ve got all your favourite health and wellness 

studios and good food galore.

8. BYRON FAMILY LAW
Byron Family Law is a boutique family law firm 

established in Byron Bay. Through collaborative and 

resolution-focused practices, they support clients to 

separate more kindly and to rebuild following divorce 

or separation. They work in collaboration with local 

counsellors, conveyancers, accountants, mediators, 

and health and wellness professionals to support you 

and your family to not only survive but thrive following a 

separation.

18 Parkes Avenue

02 6687 2774 

www.byronfamilylaw.com.au

9. HABITAT BARBERSHOP  
HAS NOW REOPENED !

Same location, next door to Mr Simple.

The shop has been refurbished into a gallery style 

space, also being used as a collaborative art space for 

local artists to show their work.

41/1 Porter Street 

Taking online bookings or walk in appointments.  

@habitatbarber_shop

9am-5pm Tuesday to Friday & Saturday 9am-3pm

12. RICHARDSON  
MURRAY LAW

Practicing exclusively in family law, Richardson 

Murray offers legal advice and guidance in matters 

of separation, divorce, parenting arrangements and 

property settlements. With considerable experience 

in all matters of relationship breakdown, including 

domestic and family violence, Richardson Murray 

are known for their compassionate approach and 

commitment. Their dedicated team aims to deliver the 

best possible outcomes for clients.

42 Parkes Avenue

www.richardson-murray.law

13. SOTHEBY’S  
INTERNATIONAL  
REALTY BYRON BAY

Driven by quality buyers, extensive reach, and a fresh 

approach, Sotheby’s International Realty Byron Bay 

team of experienced agents stand as the market 

leader. Whether maximising the value of your property 

or helping you find your next home, the Sotheby’s 

team offer personalised service and expert guidance, 

delivering a seamless experience and exceptional 

results throughout your real estate journey.

37-38/1 Porter Street

02 6610 9892

byronbaysir.com.au

HABITAT PRECINCT 
Habitat is a cleverly designed 

village in Byron Bay, where 

you can live, work and play, all 

in one place.

Over 20 years in the making, 

Habitat combines the 

best of old-school Byron 

(community, creativity, 

respect for the environment) 

with the latest in design and 

thinking (renewable energy, 

car sharing, hybrid live + work 

spaces) along with plenty 

of good times (bars, a little 

oasis within one of the most 

beautiful places on Earth.
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Winter warmer and 
more fun
Winter is looking a little warmer this year, as Stone & 

Wood is excited to unveil this year’s lineup for Festival of 
the Stone. Set to heat up Byron Bay on Saturday, June 
14, this year’s edition will bring together a killer lineup of 

homegrown talent, all set to soundtrack the night alongside 

the annual unveiling of Stone & Wood’s latest batch of Stone 

Beer—all while raising funds for Byron’s Fletcher Street 

Cottage. You’ll be getting cosy with …

WA indie-rock duo Old Mervs are set for a huge 2025, 

celebrating the release of their debut album with a 

mammoth tour. Known for catchy hooks and breezy 

guitars, their music encapsulates the highs and lows of 

life’s experiences.

Multi-ARIA Award-winning singer-songwriter Josh Pyke
will bring his beloved storytelling and rich melodies to the 

Festival of the Stone stage. Since his breakthrough debut 

‘Memories & Dust’ in 2007, Pyke has captivated audiences 

with his relatable, heartfelt music, solidifying his place as 

one of Australia’s most beloved songwriters.

The Belair Lip Bombs are also along for the ride, set 

to blend their indie rock style with heartfelt lyrics and 

irresistible hooks. 

Newcastle post-punk quintet Dust are rapidly becoming 

one of Australia’s most singular and essential bands. 

Catch the bold sound and raw energy of Gen Z 

powerhouse Felony, and you’ll see why she’s shaking up 

the Australian music scene! Meanjin’s alternative rock six-

piece, Strayfold, kick off the festival with their dynamic 

blend of shoegaze, striking violin, deep baritone guitar 

and soaring female vocals.

As always, Festival of the Stone 2025 marks the unveiling 

of Stone & Wood’s Stone Beer—a bold, limited-edition 

winter brew crafted using ancient techniques. Brewed with 

select Australian malts and heated stones for a rich, smoky 

caramel depth, this year’s batch is best enjoyed celebrating 

a good cause and a day filled with music and community.

Tickets are on sale now at: stoneandwood.com.au – get 
in quick, as last year’s event sold out well in advance!

Fanning and Dempsey 
Great Southern Nights presents Bernard Fanning and 
Paul Dempsey, two of the most revered and successful 

Australian artists of the last 30 years.

The esteemed pair recently launched their new project 

Fanning Dempsey National Park, releasing their highly-

acclaimed debut album The Deluge and capped off 

2024 with a sold out headline tour and a spectacular 

performance on ABC NYE 2024 broadcast to millions of 

viewers worldwide.

Fanning Dempsey National Park marks new terrain for both 

artists. ‘We agreed straight away, there’s no point doing 

something together if it’s going to be what people think 

it’s going to be’, says Dempsey, ‘It’s not the two of us with 

acoustic guitars singing campfire songs.’

They’ve crafted a bold sound, exemplified by lead single 

‘Disconnect’ combining ethereal synths, robotic pulses, 

thwacking drums, and stabbing sax. The second single and 

title track ‘The Deluge’ emerged from Fanning’s experiment 

with monochromatic rhythm and vocal melody, coloured by 

Dempsey’s wild spasms of treated guitar and synth.

With this sonic-guiding principle where synthesisers 

are edging out guitars, their newly announced ‘The 

Deluge 2025 Regional Tour’ will take these lauded singer-

songwriters into new musical terrain as they perform across 

the country from March to May.

The two singer-songwriters’ solo works and monumental 

respective bands, Powderfinger and Something For Kate, 

account for nine number one albums, millions of sales, 

a staggering 38 songs in Triple J’s Hottest 100, scores of 

awards from ARIA to APRA and beyond, and reputations 

among the most skilled and thoughtful writers of their 

generation.

The Deluge is out now via Dew Process / Universal Music.

Great Southern Nights 2025 takes place from March 21 
to April 6, featuring 300+ gigs across Sydney and New 
South Wales.

More info at fanningdempseynationalpark.com.

See them live on Thursday, April 3 at the Beach Hotel, 
Byron Bay, more info at beachhotel.com.au.

seven days of entertainment
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The not-so-tiny 
things
This year marks ten years of Bangalow Theatre 

Company (BTC) and to celebrate the company 

promises the best year of theatre it has ever 

produced.

They kick off with Tiny Beautiful Things – a 

heartwarming and raw play based on the best-

selling novel by Cheryl Strayed and real events 

that will restore your hope in humanity. Directed 

by Anouska Gammon, starring Kathryn 
Schuback as Sugar (RUNT, Home and Away, Little 
Monsters), it has a stunning local ensemble cast.

The story centres around the character Sugar, an 

anonymous online advice columnist who offers her 

advice to real life strangers that are seeking help 

with real life problems. Sugar listens, relates and 

responds with truth, openness and compassion.

Be prepared for compelling, moving and 

thought-provoking theatre, as BTC bring to life 

the funny and heart-breaking stories of a host 

of fabulously flawed humans! Bangalow Theatre 

Company ended 2024 with a triumph, winning 

Best Director of the Year (Anouska Gammon) and 

Play Of The Year (Speaking In Tongues) at the Gold 

Palm Theatre Awards. 

Tiny Beautiful Things will be staged at The Drill 
Hall Theatre in Mullumbimby from April 4 to 12. 

Tickets are selling very fast. Book at 
www.bangalowtheatre.com.au.

A Rainbow of Babes
April 4 is the release date for the new album by much-loved local band Babe 
Rainbow and they are marking the release of album number 6 with a supersized 

launch party at Hotel Brunswick.

Joining the celebration is Parisian singer/songwriter Camille Jansen, who sings 

throughout much of the new album Slipper imp and shakaerator. And from a Gold 

Coast garage comes the human/fruit hybrid Love Banana.

The new album Slipper imp and shakaerator is a suite of maverick, zephyr-light 

acid-pop following its own North Star and chasing subtle, slippery, subterranean 

grooves to delirious destinations. It rambles gleefully wild, the jams running 

long but with purpose, lysergic harmonies loosely tethered to deftly funky 

rhythm loops and fragments of guitar that channel the lyricism of high-life 

(‘What Is Ashwagandha’), the flash of 80s funk (‘Like Cleopatra’), a glorious, 

sun-soaked pop banger in disguise), and the white-heat of acid-rock (‘When The 

Milk Flows’). There are haunting instrumental vignettes (‘Apollonia’), nuggets of 

lo-fi introspection (‘Now And Zen’), even a massive, ground-quaking, reggae-

informed excursion starring old friend Stu Mackenzie of King Gizzard (the woozy, 

wonderful Mt Dub), who also mixed the album.

Slipper imp and shakearator is a celebration of all the colours of the Babe 

Rainbow. Angus from the band says, ‘I love the fact that, with all the touring and 

the changing tides, and hair, the creative relationship within the band still feels 

so strong. I feel so lucky to have this psychedelic family, which is the essence of 

the band. We’re just a bunch of laid-back surfers, cattlemen’s sons.’

As Slipper imp and shakearator proves, these Babes have access to a powerful, 

home-baked psychedelic magic, and they aren’t reluctant to share it. 

Grab some on Friday, April 4, at the Hotel Brunswick. 
Tickets at moshtix.com.au.

They are still wild
Wild Marmalade return to the Beach Hotel, 

Byron Bay for a free Sunday Session on April 6.

If you don’t know Wild Marmalade then you are 

in for a treat. The world’s original didgeridoo 

and drum band certainly know how to spin the 

dial to 11 and get the high vibes rolling. Joined 

by Tijuana Cartel front man and guitar virtuoso, 

Paul A George, this is sure to be an epic 

afternoon of groove. Come ready to kick it – this 

is definitely a dance event.

A little history from Si Mullumby, Wild 

Marmalade’s didgeridoo player. If you were 

around in the early 2000s you will remember 

Wild Marmalade played on the streets of Byron 

Bay most nights over summer. ‘We would block 

the street with throngs of dancing people from 

all over the world,’ says Mullumby. ‘Then, in the 

Aussie winter, we’d head to Europe. Play street 

shows and sell CDs. We didn’t need gigs. We 

renegaded festivals and set up our own stages.’

Mullumby says as time moved on and CDs lost 

their value, ‘We moved into playing festivals at 

home and abroad. Woodford, Earth Frequency, 

Rainbow – we toured Japan and Europe 

every year.’

‘Japan was massive for us. Somehow Japanese 

people understand the dynamic, primal, and 

sacred fusion that the band holds.

‘Twenty years in, it’s amazing to kick back and 

see the wave of didgeridoo and drum bands that 

we have inspired all over the world.

‘Our music creates unity. It brings people 

together. It’s an activation of our inherent 

intelligent wildness. After more than 20 years 

of touring we can be sure of one thing – people 

always want to dance. They just need the right 

music to take them there.’

This show is a free event on Sunday, April 6 at 
the Beach Hotel, Byron Bay.

seven days of entertainment
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 A fusion of the funky 

rhythms of his native 

South America and the 

coastal-indie-folk of 

Australian shores, Animal 
Ventura transports 

listeners around the 

globe. He’s known for his 

rich tone and timeless 

vocals, served with a 

tasty side of new-wave 

live-looping and strong 

songwriting skills.

Wednesday 5pm at the 
Treehouse, Byron Bay. 
Free show.

Lilli Fairfax is an 

upcoming artist in the 

world of country/folk/pop 

music. Hailing from the 

small town of Maitland, 

and now calling the 

Sunshine Coast home, 

Lilli is a singer-songwriter 

whose music radiates with 

the warmth of her coastal 

lifestyle and her country 

town roots.

Thursday at The Rails, 
Byron Bay. Free show.

 This month’s Big Gig 
Comedy Night features 

Jackie Loeb. A comic, 

actor, singer, writer and 

world-renowned sugar 

and carb addict – a writer 

and cast member on the 

iconic sketch-comedy 

series Full Frontal, Jackie 

has worked as a stand-up 

comic her entire adult 

life and has headlined 

at comedy clubs across 

Australia and beyond.

Thursday 7pm at the 
Ballina RSL. Free show.

 The Re-Mains were 

renowned as the hardest 

driving independent band 

in the country when they 

first started their country 

rock and roll crusade in 

2002. They boasted that 

they’d played more rodeos, 

outback dives and inner 

city hellholes than any 

other band in Australia.

Friday 8pm at 
the Metropole, 
Lismore. Free show.

 It couldn’t get more 

ridiculous than Bob 
Downe celebrating 

40 years in his new 

show Choose Bob, 

featuring classics with an 

unnaturally big-haired, 

shoulder-padded feel!

Saturday and Sunday at 
the Brunswick Picture 
House, Brunswick Heads. 
Tickets from $36 at 
brunswickpicturehouse.com.

 The Ballina Blues 
Club’s special guest this 

week is a band of very 

talented professional 

musicians who have been 

playing original blues, 

blues rock and covers 

music around Australia, 

and overseas, for many, 

many years in various line 

ups. They have now come 

together to form Billy K 
Blues Band to continue 

their love of blues-based 

music. 

Sunday from 2.30pm 
at the Ballina RSL 
Boardwalk. Free show.

Nai Palm is the kind 

of artist that arrives 

once in a generation. 

A three-time Grammy-

nominated songwriter, 

she is a composer, 

instrumentalist, producer, 

vocalist and poet who 

approaches these self-

taught disciplines with an 

intuitive, infectious grace, 

which has sent her on a 

journey to sculpt songs 

that have been received 

and treasured across the 

world.

Sunday 4pm at the Beach 
Hotel, Byron Bay. Free 
show.

Perfectly Imperfect stars 

The Voice Australia’s, 2021 

entrant Julee-Anne Bell
who wowed the country 

with her stunning vocals 

and warm personality. 

Julee-Anne, who has 

been blind since birth, is 

joined by pianist Melissa 
Buchholz in a show 

filled with great music, 

humour, and an all-round 

entertaining time.

Tuesday 11am in the 
Showroom at Twin 
Towns, Tweed Heads. 
Tickets $10 from 
twintowns.com.au.

Eclectic Selection
What’s on this week

Two Irish artists 
for the Times
When two artists are both called ‘a force’ by The Irish Times, 

you know you’re in for something special. For one night 

only, experience the raw power and fiery passion of Áine 
Tyrrell and Clare Sands, two unstoppable Irish voices 

joining together on stage in Australia for the first time.

‘Áine Tyrrell is a force’ – The Irish Times.

A songwriter and storyteller like no other, Áine Tyrrell 

weaves traditional folk roots with modern grit, delivering 

performances that are both intimate and electrifying. 

With her powerful voice and fierce spirit, she captivates 

audiences worldwide, leaving them spellbound and 

deeply moved. Her music speaks of resilience, justice, 

and the human experience, carrying the weight of 

history while igniting the spark of revolution.

‘Clare Sands is a bold, boundary-breaking force’ 

– The Irish Times. 

Returning on tour from Ireland, Clare Sands – a sixth-

generation fiddler and bilingual singer, Clare Sands is 

redefining Irish music. Channeling the sound of her 

ancestors while pushing it fearlessly into the future, she 

blends traditional roots with contemporary fire. Her 

electrifying stage presence and genre-defying sound 

have earned her a place among Ireland’s most exciting 

artists today. Her innovative approach and magnetic 

energy continue to captivate audiences, ensuring her 

music remains both timeless and trailblazing.

In times when the world feels overwhelming and division 

seems all too common, there’s a vital need to gather 

together in shared spaces. Music is the medicine for our 

weary souls, and these two artists know exactly how 

to deliver that. Their performance transcends a mere 

show—it’s a call to unite and let the healing power of 

music revive our spirits.

United by their deep mutual admiration, these two 

artists naturally come together on stage to create magic, 

regardless of the audience.

Don’t miss this one-off show at The Drill Hall Theatre, 
Mullumbimby on Saturday, March 29 from 7pm.

Tickets from humanitix.com.
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SUN 6   APRILTH

BEACH HOTEL BYRON BAY 4-7PM

Living in 
a deeply 
fulfilling way
There is a small Tibetan Buddhist com-

munity here in the Byron Shire and they 

are feeling superlucky to have an April 

visit from their teacher, Khentrul Lodrö 
T’hayé Rinpoche, with both a public 

talk and a weekend teaching scheduled. 

Khentrul Rinpoche is a Tibetan monk 

and the director of Katog Choling, a 

non-profit organisation based in the US 

– katog.org.

We are fortunate because Khentrul 

Rinpoche is a top scholar – one of very 

few people in the world to hold three 

khenpo degrees – the equivalent of 

three PhDs – in Buddhist philosophy. 

He’s had the traditional inner life training 

as a monk, with several years in solitary 

retreat. When he arrived in the US in 

2002, Khentrul Rinpoche studied the 

English language and the western 

psyche in order to communicate with his 

students and teach effectively. He’s an 

excellent teacher, expert at extracting 

the meaning of a teaching, conveying it 

concisely, and supporting it with both 

logic and kindhearted humour.

Although Khentrul Rinpoche has a vast 

scope of expertise and can teach on 

any Buddhist subject, he emphasises 

mind training (lojong) which includes 

the development of the virtues of 

equanimity, compassion, loving 

kindness and sympathetic joy. Khentrul 

Rinpoche has always held the approach 

of love, compassion, and the wisdom 

that comes attendant with these 

qualities, to be the foundation of the 

Buddhist path, and furthermore, he has 

found these techniques most practical 

for taming the modern mind. 

It is these practices that can act like a 

lifeline to all of us, Buddhists and non-

Buddhists alike, in these turbulent times.

Rinpoche’s public talk, The Key to Open 
the Secret Doorway to the Mind: Mind 
and Mental States, will be held at the 

Mullumbimby Civic Hall on Thursday, 
April 3 from 6pm to 8pm. All are 
welcome and admission is free.

On the weekend of April 5 and 6, 

Khentrul Rinpoche will teach on a 

precious text by the great Indian master, 

Nagarjuna, called The Heart Essence of 
Interdependent Origination. Central to 

this teaching is an exploration of cause 

and effect, showing us the reality of the 

world of our own making, and moving 

us to live life in a deeply fulfilling way. 

For more information contact 
Australia@katog.org or phone 
0421 022 428.

Khentrul Rinpoche’s marvellous book 
on the subject of mind training, The 
Power of Mind will be on sale at the 
scheduled events.

Outside the lines

Great Southern Nights presents Crooked Colours, the live 

electronic dance act from Fremantle. Forming in 2013 the band 

have gone on to release three critically acclaimed albums Vera in 

2017, Langata in 2019 and Tomorrows in 2022.

These albums include four platinum award singles ‘Flow’, ‘I 

Hope You Get It’, ‘Do It Like You’ and ‘Love Language’, as well as 

six further gold accredited singles in Australia.

Known for their high-energy live performances, the band 

has toured extensively internationally, including numerous 

internationally recognised festivals such as Bonnaroo, Outside 

Lands, Life Is Beautiful, Splendour In The Grass, Spilt Milk and 

Rhythm and Vines to name a few.

The band have amassed over 1 billion combined streams 

across all streaming platforms as well as sold-out headline 

tours around the world.

Great Southern Nights 2025 takes place from March 
21 to April 6, featuring 300+ gigs across Sydney and 
NSW. Tickets are on sale now via Moshtix. Check out 
beachhotel.com.au for ticket link. Crooked  Colours are 
supported by Willo and Ginx from 8pm, Friday April 4, at 
the Beach Hotel, Byron Bay.

A Queen 
of Nights
For show-stopping entertainment 

supporting local artists, don’t miss an 

unforgettable night of theatre, dance, and 

music at A Midsummer Night’s Queen 
fundraiser cabaret.

This spectacular variety show features some 

of the region’s finest performers coming 

together to raise money to develop a new 

original work.

Experience the electrifying Sean Campbell 
& Co., dynamic dance from Move It, 

stunning vocals from Max Foggon and 

Brooke Karabache, and a Shakespearean 

treat from Kate Horsley. 

Veronica Lovejoy and  Michael Sharmon 
bring a golden-era hit, while Chris Benaud
keeps the night rolling as MC. Plus, get an 

exclusive preview of A Midsummer Night’s 

Queen, a bold new Australian musical set in 

the LGBTQ+ world.

All proceeds support this exciting new 

production and will help bring local theatre 

to life.

Friday at 7.30pm at the Drill Hall 
Theatre, Mullumbimby. Tickets: 
www.drillhalltheatre.org.au

seven days of entertainment
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WEDNESDAY 26
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
DAMIEN COOPER
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM TRILLA
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
TREEHOUSE, BYRON BAY, 5PM 
ANIMAL VENTURA
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
7PM KANE MUIR + DJ OREN 
SELECTA
BANGALOW BOWLO 7.30PM 
BANGALOW BRACKETS 
OPEN MIC
THE PADDOCK PROJECT, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM THE 
PADDOCK JAM

THURSDAY 27
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
LILLIAN FAIRFAX
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
9PM DEAR SUNDAY
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
THE NORTHERN, BYRON 
BAY, 8PM FLUKES OF 
SENDINGTON + DJ QUENDO
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM 
MATTY ROGERS
LENNOX HOTEL 8PM JAM 
NIGHT
KELP BAR, BALLINA, 6PM JAY 
& LYNDEY
BALLINA RSL LEVEL ONE 
7PM THE BIG GIG COMEDY 
NIGHT – FEAT JACKIE LOEB + 
ELLEN BRIGGS – MC: MANDY 
NOLAN
ELTHAM HOTEL 6PM 
BLUEGRASS JAM
LISMORE CITY BOWLO 7PM 
THE SUPPER CLUB SOUL 
BAND
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 8PM 
LAST QUOKKA + GUSSET 
RATS

FRIDAY 28
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
THE WHISKEYS
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
5PM KANE MUIR + THE 
VYBEZ BAND
ARTS FACTORY GARDEN BAR, 
BYRON BAY, THE DUSTIES + 
LILA

PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL, 
6.30PM SCREENING – ‘LOVE 
OF AN ICON THE LEGEND OF 
CROCODILE DUNDEE’ + Q&A
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 4PM DJ 
ALICE Q
A&I HALL, BANGALOW, 7.30PM 
MJ LENDERMAN & THE WIND
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4.30PM DJ 
DAN
DRILL HALL THEATRE, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 7.30PM A 
MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S 
QUEEN FUNDRAISER 
CABARET
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
8PM KRAPEOKEEE WITH 
JESS
CLUB LENNOX 7PM LUKE 
YEAMAN
CHERRY STREET SPORTS 
CLUB, BALLINA, 7PM ADAM 
GARDINER
MARY G’S, LISMORE, 5.30PM 
JAMIE SULLIVAN + DJ SOL
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 8PM 
THE RE-MAINS
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6.30PM LEIGH JAMES
SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 6PM 
GABRIELLE LAMBE
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
6PM BRETT HEALY
TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
THE SHOWROOM 7.30PM THE 
BLACK BLUES BROTHERS

SATURDAY 29
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
HARRY NICHOLS BAND
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
3PM PABLO LAVERDE + KLP
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4.30PM 
SURF TRASH + DJ BOZ
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 1PM 
DJ MR NICE + DANI QUAYLE 
MUSIC
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM BOB DOWNE
OCEAN SHORES TAVERN 
5.30PM OPEN MIC
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4.30PM DJ 
JASON DIGBY

DRILL HALL THEATRE, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 7PM ÁINE 
TYRRELL & CLARE SANDS
BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 7PM 
HUBCAP STAN & THE 
SIDEWALK STOMPERS
CLUB LENNOX 7PM OLE 
FALCOR
CHERRY STREET SPORTS 
CLUB, BALLINA, 8PM ISAAC 
FRANKHAM
MARY G’S, LISMORE, 9.30PM 
DIRTY CHANNEL BAND
FEDERAL HOTEL, 
ALSTONVILLE, 4PM DJ KATE 
MONROE, GI JODE, DALE 
STEPHEN AND DJ PEPPIN
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6PM GLENN SHIELDS
SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 6PM 
DONNY SHADES
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
6PM CINNAMON SUN
SHEOAK SHACK, FINGAL 
HEAD, 7PM JEROME 
WILLIAMS
TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
THE SHOWROOM 8PM THE 
EAGLES GREATEST HITS
COOLANGATTA HOTEL 6PM 
PSYCHEDELIC RELIC

SUNDAY 30
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
7.30PM FAT ALBERT
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
4PM NAI PALM + JUMAN & 
KALAKARI
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
TREEHOUSE, BYRON BAY, 2PM 
CINNAMON SUN
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4PM 
BILLY OTTO
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 4PM BOB DOWNE
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 2PM DJ 
WILL CONNELL
YULLI’S, BYRON BAY, 3PM 
YULLI’S OPEN MIC
OCEAN SHORES COUNTRY 
CLUB 3PM OPEN MIC WITH 
DR BAZ
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
3PM OPEN MIC
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 3PM DJ 
PUMAH
BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 1PM 
ELLA JONES

CLUB LENNOX 3PM ADAM 
GARDINER
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 
2.30PM SUNDAY BLUES 
CLUB SESSIONS FEAT. BILLY 
K BLUES BAND, LEVEL ONE 
3.30PM NORMIE ROWE AND 
DIGGER REVELL
WHARF BAR, BALLINA, 3PM 
JOCK BARNES
ELTHAM HOTEL 2.30PM THE 
LONESOME BOATMAN
ST CARTHAGE’S CATHEDRAL, 
LISMORE, 3PM LISMORE 
SYMPHONY CONCERT
RIVERVIEW HOTEL, 
MURWILLUMBAH, 2.30PM 
COASTAL ROAD TRIO
SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 3PM 
POLY & CO
KINGSCLIFF BEACH HOTEL 
7PM ZIGGY ALBERTS
CHINDERAH TAVERN 2PM THE 
JACKS

MONDAY 31
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
ISAAC FRANKHAM
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM TAHLIA MATHESON
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 7PM 
ZIGGY ALBERTS WITH 
JORDY QUINN

TUESDAY 1
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
JAMIE ASHFORTH
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
THE SHOWROOM 11AM 
PERFECTLY IMPERFECT

WEDNESDAY 2
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
ELLIOT COX
PALACE CINEMAS, BYRON 
BAY, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL
BANGALOW BOWLO 7.30PM 
BANGALOW BRACKETS 
OPEN MIC
THE PADDOCK PROJECT, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM CURRY 
AND JAM, OPEN MIC
ELTHAM HOTEL NOT QUITE 
FOLK JAM

GIG GUIDE
It’s FREE to list your gigs in the gig guide.
gigs@echo.net.au w: echo.net.au/gig-guide

FOR ALL FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL SESSION TIMES, PLEASE VISIT AFFRENCHFILMFESTIVAL.ORG 6686 9600 BALLINA FAIR • 6680 8555 BYRON BAYSCAN TO BOOK ONLINE

SPECIAL SCREENINGS
DEATH OF A UNICORN
(CTC) MC PREVIEW

Fri: 7:30PM
IMAGINE DRAGONS: 
LIVE FROM THE 
HOLLYWOOD BOWL(G)L
Sat: 1:15PM
NT LIVE: THE 
IMPORTANCE OF 
BEING EARNEST (CTC)

Thurs, Fri: 6:00PM. Sun:
3:30PM. Tues: 1:30PM
ROYAL BALLET:
SWAN LAKE (CTC)

Sun: 1:00PM. Wed: 11:00AM
SMALL THINGS LIKE THESE
(M) FINE WINE PREVIEW

Sun: 1:30PM
WAKE IN FRIGHT 4K
(M) CULT VAULT

Mon: 6:00PM

FAMILY FILMS
DISNEY'S SNOW WHITE
(PG) NFT

Daily: 11:20AM, 1:45PM,
4:10PM, 6:00PM

DOG MAN (G) SNEAK PREVIEWS

Sat, Sun: 11:15AM, 12:40PM
FLOW (G)

Thurs, Tues, Wed: 12:45PM,
2:40PM, 5:00PM. Fri:
12:45PM, 2:40PM, 4:10PM. 
Sat: 2:50PM, 6:10PM. Sun: 
2:50PM, 5:00PM. Mon:
12:45PM, 2:40PM, 6:00PM
LOONEY TUNES: THE DAY 
THE EARTH BLEW UP(CTC) NFTP
Thurs, Mon: 10:45AM, 12:50PM,
4:00PM. Fri: 10:45AM, 12:00PM, 
4:00PM. Sat: 10:45AM,
1:50PM, 4:00PM. Sun:
10:45AM, 1:20PM. Tues, Wed:
10:45AM, 12:50PM, 5:00PM

ALL FILMS
A WORKING MAN (MA15+) NFT

Thurs, Fri, Mon, Tues: 1:30PM,
4:30PM, 6:00PM, 7:00PM. Sat, 
Sun: 1:30PM, 4:45PM, 6:00PM, 
7:15PM. Wed: 1:30PM, 4:30PM, 
6:00PM, 7:00PM, 8:20PM
ANORA (MA15+)

Thurs, Mon, Tues, Wed:

10:45AM, 1:50PM, 7:30PM. Fri: 
10:45AM, 1:50PM. Sat: 10:45AM, 
8:15PM. Sun: 10:45AM, 6:50PM
BLACK BAG (M)

Thurs, Tues: 1:20PM, 3:45PM,
6:30PM, 8:30PM. Fri: 1:20PM,
3:50PM, 8:30PM. Sat: 1:30PM,
3:45PM, 6:30PM, 8:15PM. Sun:
10:50AM, 1:20PM, 6:30PM.
Mon: 1:20PM, 3:45PM,
6:30PM. Wed: 1:20PM,
3:40PM, 6:30PM, 8:30PM
BRIDGET JONES: MAD
ABOUT THE BOY (M)

Thurs, Fri, Sat, Tues: 1:15PM,
5:45PM. Sun: 11:45AM,
7:10PM. Mon: 1:15PM, 8:00PM.
Wed: 1:50PM, 5:45PM
LOVE OF AN ICON: THE
LEGEND OF CROCODILE
DUNDEE (PG) NFT

Daily except Fri: 4:00PM, 
8:30PM.
Fri: 4:00PM,
6:30PM Q&A SCREENING

MICKEY 17 (M)

Thurs, Fri, Mon: 11:00AM,

1:00PM, 4:40PM, 8:20PM. Sat:
11:00AM, 1:00PM, 4:20PM,
7:10PM. Sun: 4:20PM, 7:10PM.
Tues: 11:00AM, 4:40PM,
7:20PM. Wed: 11:00AM,
4:40PM, 7:00PM
OH, CANADA (M) NFT

Thurs, Mon: 10:50AM, 2:50PM. 
Fri: 10:50AM, 2:00PM. Sat: 
10:50AM, 4:00PM. Sun:
11:00AM, 7:15PM. Tues:
11:20AM, 2:50PM. Wed:
10:45AM, 2:50PM
SPIT (M)

Thurs, Mon, Tues: 10:45AM, 
8:30PM. Fri, Sun, Wed: 8:30PM. 
Sat: 11:00AM, 8:30PM
THE ALTO KNIGHTS
(MA15+) NFT

Daily except Tues: 
8:30PM. Tues: 8:15PM
THE CATS OF 
GOKOGU SHRINE (G) NFT

Daily: 10:45AM, 3:30PM
THE RETURN (M)

Daily except Sat, Sun:
10:45AM

PALACE BYRON BAY 

A WORKING MAN (MA15+) NFT

Daily except Sun: 11:50AM, 5:00PM, 
7:30PM. Sun: 12:00PM, 5:00PM, 7:30PM
BLACK BAG (M)

Thurs, Sat, Sun, Mon: 5:10PM. Tues:
5:30PM
BRIDGET JONES: MAD ABOUT 
THE BOY (M)

Daily: 7:30PM
BRIEF ENCOUNTER (PG) MATINEE MEMORIES

Sun: 2:30PM
DISNEY'S SNOW WHITE (PG) NFT

Daily: 10:10AM, 12:30PM, 2:50PM, 5:10PM
DOG MAN (G) SNEAK PREVIEWS

Sat, Sun: 10:20AM
FLOW (G)

Daily except Sat, Sun: 10:00AM
LOONEY TUNES: THE DAY THE 
EARTH BLEW UP (CTC) NFT

Daily except Sat, Sun: 10:20AM.
Sat: 9:50AM. Sun: 10:00AM
MICKEY 17 (M)

Thurs, Fri, Sat, Mon: 2:15PM,
7:10PM. Sun: 7:10PM. Tues: 2:15PM,
7:30PM. Wed: 2:15PM, 6:00PM

BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS

SESSION TIMES
THURSDAY MARCH 27

TO WEDNESDAY APRIL 2

COMING SOON

NOW SHOWING

It will appear in the paper, the online gig guide and on Bay FM

emememaiaiaia dededetataailsiiiiil l l gigigigig gsgsg @e@@echcho.o..neneet.t.t.auauau wwwititith h h thththe e e dddiiilll gigiggigsgs@e@e@echchoo nenenettt auauau wwwititi hhh thththee ddd

to post your gig in 
the Echo Gig Guide

Something old is 
awesome again
Byron Bay’s beloved Arts Factory space is reopening with a 

fresh vision, bringing new life to the iconic venue, formerly 

known as the Buddha Bar and most recently The Brewery.

The revamped space is being brought back to life by three 

locally-born-and-bred Byron boys – Jake, Jack, and Banda – 

who share a deep connection to the town and its artistic soul.

For decades, the venue has been a cornerstone of the local 

creative scene. From its early days as the Buddha Bar, a hub for 

music lovers, to its transformation into The Brewery, the venue 

has held a special place in the hearts of the Byron community.

Now, under the stewardship of Jake, Jack, and Banda, the 

Arts Factory Garden Bar is set to embrace a new and 

exciting chapter. The trio is committed to preserving the 

venue’s legacy while adding their own energy and vision.

‘The three of us grew up here and I actually had my first legal 

beer here as a grom, so the space holds a very special place 

in my heart,’ says Jake. ‘It’s a space where music, art, and 

community come together, and we want to keep that spirit 

alive while also making it our own.’

Jack says Byron Bay has always been a place of creativity. 

‘This venue has always been a reflection of that, we’re 

excited to honour this history whilst moving toward an 

evolution and growing the space.’

The revamped venue will feature a mix of live music, local 

performances, art shows, and community events. The 

focus will remain on bringing people together to celebrate 

creativity, with a new emphasis on sustainable, locally-

sourced food and casual dining.

The name change from The Brewery to the Arts Factory 

Garden Bar reflects a return to the venue’s original ethos. 

Banda, who has been involved in the redesign, says they’ve 

worked hard to update the space. ‘We wanted to keep the 

heart and soul of what this place has always been, a lick of 

paint goes a long way.’

The venue has a grand opening on Friday highlighting 

a number of local acts including The Dusties and

the angel Lila. 

Come and experience the revitalised Arts Factory Garden 

Bar, a place where the community can once again gather, 

celebrate, and create lasting memories.

Arts Factory Garden Bar grand opening on Friday, 
28 March at 1 Skinners Shoot Rd, Byron Bay.

seven days of entertainment

THE DUSTIES
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Classifieds

 PUBLIC NOTICES
WHERE TO GET THE ECHO 
If you live in Newrybar, Lennox Head or 
Ballina, but outside our current home 
delivery area, you can pick up an 
Echo from many locations, including:
Newrybar Providore Newrybar; Richies 
IGA Ballina, Ballina RSL, One Stop Shop 
Ballina, Ballina Golf Club East Ballina, 
Brighton St Takeaway near the Shawsy, 
Seagrass Lennox, Lennox pub drive-
through, Station St Grocer Lennox

LOOKING FOR CORRINNE CHESWORTH,
last seen in the Ballina area. If she 

could contact her brother Bret  
regarding the Cessnock property. 

Ph 0413033574

AGMs
FEDERAL SCHOOL OF ARTS 

ASSOCIATION INCORPORATION (FSAAI) 
AGM will be held on Saturday 12th 

April at 8.30am in the Federal Halls at 
Federal. All community members are 

welcome to attend.

PROF. SERVICES

DENTURES
LOOK GOOD
FEEL GOOD

Free consultation. SANDRO 66805002

HEALTH

KINESIOLOGY
Clear subconscious sabotages.
Reprogram patterns and beliefs.

Restore vibrancy and 
physical health. De-stress.

0403125506
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

HYPNOSIS & EFT
Simple and effective solutions.

Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma.
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

HYPNOSIS & NLP
Over 30 years of experience

WendyPurdey.com. Ph 0497 090 233

HAWAIIAN MASSAGE  
Ocean Shores, Michaela, 0416332886

TRADEWORK

TREE SERVICES
Leaf it to us 4x4 truck/chipper, crane 

truck, stump grinding. Local, qualified, 

insured, free quotes.  0402487213

FOR SALE

MIELE WASHERS 
Dryers and dishwashers available at 
Bridglands Mullumbimby. 66842511

ARCHIBALD’S CHEAP 
QUARRY PRODUCTS

Road base, gravel, blue metal and metal 
dust. ALL SIZE DELIVERIES. 

Phone 66845517, 0418481617

WANTED
LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop 
crap! Matt 0401955052

TREE FERNS
Any shape, size. Royalties paid. 

Ongoing supply needed. 0414904396

GARAGE SALES
RETRO & VINTAGE CLOTHING SALE and 
more. Memorial Hall, Brunswick Heads. 
SAT & SUN  8:30am – 4:30pm

CARAVANS
CARAVANS 

We buy, sell & consign. 
All makes & models.

0408 758 688

CARAVAN STORAGE. Inside shed $50pw.
Outside $25 pw. Plus container storage 
available. Ph 0434431110

TO LET
LOCAL REMOVAL

& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly, 
with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

BALLINA SELF-STORAGE UNITS
Secure. From $22p/w. Ranging 

from 10–44 m3. Across 3 locations. 
66867011

CARAVAN 8.5 metres. Double bed, 
TV, gas stove, hot water, toilet, fridge, 
aircon, microwave. Rural setting, 5km 
from Alstonville. $250 pw. Ph 0434431110

WANTED TO RENT
I’M LOOKING to rent a secure single 
garage in central Byron Bay to store a 
small vehicle. Please call Ed 0418660063

POSITIONS VACANT

Metso
Ballina Foundry are looking for 

Foundry Operatives to join the team. 
Manual labour – Casual, Full Time hours.

Contact us 02 9984 2201

LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Work 
available in busy adult parlour. Travellers 
welcome. 66816038 for details.

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED
Flexible work hours – perfect 2nd income
Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

WORK WANTED
WORDPRESS WEBSITE CREATION
Fair rates info@wordpressit.com.au

HANDYMAN SERVICES No job too big or 
too small. Call for quote. $60ph. Insured. 
0439735817.

TUITION

BIRTHDAYS

MUSICAL NOTES
GUITARS, RECORDS, HI-FI

WE BUY AND SELL 66851005

LIFE CELEBRATIONS

DISCLAIMER
Advertisements placed in The Byron 

Shire Echo do not reflect the views or 
opinions of the editorial staff.

The Byron Shire Echo does not 
make any representations as to the 

accuracy or suitability of any content 
or information contained in advertising 
material nor does publication constitute 

in any way an endorsement by The 
Byron Shire Echo of the content or 
representations contained therein.

The Byron Shire Echo does not accept 
any liability for the representations or 
promises made in paid advertisements 

or for any loss or damage arising 
from reliance on such content, 
representations or promises.

Mindfulness @ Work

Bring greater focus, 
clarity and calm into your 

workplace.

Certified Mindfulness 
Educator Paul Bibby

0401 926 090

crystalsanddreaming.com.au

KINESIOLOGY 
& ENERGY 

PSYCHOLOGY
Mullumbimby

Kate Messenger 
0413 003 301

• Emotional First Aid
• Trauma healing

• Stress & pain relief
• Posture & flexibility

• Fears & phobias
• Sabotage programs

• Enhanced performance
• Concentration & focus

+ much more!
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contact@thinkblinkdesign.com
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Adobe 
Tutoring

Experienced 
Professional Trainer 

• Photoshop 
• Indesign  
• Illustrator

Graceful as ever,
and another year older

ZENTHAI 
SHIATSU 

RELAX, 
RELEASE,

RECONNECT

Contact Alex 
Zenthai Shiatsu Therapist
Bodywork with intention

One-on-one sessions
0421 921 538

alexandra.birot@gmail.com

Body BasedPsychotherapy
Somatic Practice

Julie Wells
Anne Goslett
 (nee Mannix)

Dip.Som.Psych, Clinical PACFA Reg.
Individual and Couple Therapy

Supervision and Coaching
(02) 6685 5185

9 Fletcher St, Byron Bay

Byron Bay & Surrounding AreasByron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 31406681 3140
Mobile 0417 698 227Mobile 0417 698 227

• Arborist • 15” Wood • Arborist • 15” Wood 
Chipper • Stump Grinder  Chipper • Stump Grinder 

• Fully Insured• Fully Insured

0427 347 380
Fully insured • Free quotes

20 years local experience
• 19 inch chipper • Stump grinding 

• Cherry picker • Crane truck • Bob Cat 

Tip Runs &
Rubbish 
Removal

0408 210 772

Mullumbimby & District
Neighbourhood Centre
Connecting the Byron Shire Community

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED

- Kitchen Hands -
- Retail Assistants -

- Drivers and Co-driver - 
- Community Support 

Assistants -
MDNC is in needs of 

dedicated volunteers to be 
part of a big loving family. 

All skill sets welcome.

Contact Sylvia - 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Mon-Fri

6684 1286

ECHO CLASSIFIEDS – 6684 1777
CLASSIFIEDS THAT 
WORK ALL WEEK!

Echo Classies also appear online:
www.echo.net.au/classifi ed-ads

CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS
PHONE ADS
Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777
AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE
Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo offi  ce:

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby
EMAIL ADS
Display (box ads) and line classifi eds, email: 

classifi eds@echo.net.au 
Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to 
Friday, 9am–5pm. Ads can’t be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

DEADLINE TUES 12PM
Publication day is Wednesday, booking deadlines 

are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT
LINE ADS:
$17.00 for the fi rst two lines 
$5.00 for each extra line 
$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

DISPLAY ADS (with a border): $14 
per column centimetre
These prices include GST.

Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.

COMMUNITY 
HOT BRUNCH

FREE

FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH
• Sausage sizzle • Hot dogs • Sandwiches 

• Coffee & tea • Fruit Salad

EVERYONE WELCOME
Come one come all and join us in a meal or just a chat.

Takeaway most welcome: COVID safe rules apply.

Frozen takeaway meals now available.

10am to 12pm
In the Ballina 
Presbyterian Hall
Corner of Cherry & Crane. Just behind the Presbyterian Church.

DATE
(March

/ April)

DAY, 
MOON 
PHASE

SUN 
RISE /

SET

MOON 
RISE /

SET

HIGH 
TIDES, 

height (m)

LOW 
TIDES, 

height (m)

26 W
6:52

18:50
2:56

16:49
0700 1.67; 
1922 1.29

0005 0.50; 
1330 0.41

27 TH
6:53

18:49
4:03

17:25
0745 1.76; 
2008 1.44

0100 0.39; 
1407 0.31

28 F
6:53

18:48
5:10

17:59
0829 1.81; 
2053 1.58

0150 0.29;
1443 0.22

29 SA
6:54

18:47
6:17

18:33
0911 1.80; 
2137 1.70

0239 0.23;
1518 0.17

30 SU
6:54

18:45
7:25

19:08
0952 1.74; 
2221 1.79

0329 0.21;
1555 0.15

31 M
6:55

18:44
8:35

19:47
1034 1.62; 
2307 1.84

0419 0.24;
1631 0.17

1 TU
6:56

18:43
9:47

20:30
1116 1.46; 
2355 1.83

0515 0.32; 
1709 0.24

2 W
6:56

18:42
11:00
21:20

1202 1.29
0615 0.42; 
1749 0.33

3 TH
6:57

18:41
12:10
22:17

0046 1.77; 
1255 1.14

0726 0.52, 
1834 0.44

4 F
6:57

18:40
13:14
23:19

0146 1.69; 
1403 1.03

0845 0.58; 
1933 0.55

5 SA
6:58

18:39
14:09 0300 1.61; 

1541 0.99
1009 0.60; 
2057 0.63

6 SU 5:58
17:38

13:56
0:22

0318 1.56; 
1610 1.05

1024 0.58; 
2130 0.64

7 M
5:59

17:36
14:36
0:26

0429 1.56; 
1714 1.15

1120 0.53; 
2244 0.60

8 TU
6:00

17:35
15:10
1:27

0524 1.57; 
1802 1.27

1200 0.48; 
2341 0.54

9 W
6:00

17:34
15:39
2:24

0609 1.58; 
1843 1.37

1234 0.44

10 TH
6:01

17:33
16:07
3:19

0646 1.58; 
1918 1.45

0026 0.49; 
1302 0.40

11 F
6:01

17:32
16:33
4:13

0721 1.56; 
1951 1.53

0106 0.46; 
1330 0.37

12 SA
6:02

17:31
16:59
5:05

0752 1.53; 
2023 1.59

0145 0.45; 
1354 0.35

13 SU
6:02

17:30
17:27
5:58

0822 1.48; 
2054 1.64

0221 0.45; 
1419 0.34

14 M
6:03

17:29
17:56
6:51

0853 1.41; 
2126 1.67

0258 0.46; 
1444 0.35

15 TU
6:03

17:28
18:29
7:47

0924 1.34; 
2159 1.67

0335 0.49; 
1510 0.37

16 W
6:04

17:27
19:07
8:43

0956 1.26; 
2233 1.65

0415 0.53; 
1537 0.41

SA

SA

SUN, MOON & TIDES 
– TIMES FOR NEXT 3 WEEKS

Data sourced from Bureau of 
Meteorology. Times adjusted for 
Daylight Savings when applicable.
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ONLY ADULTS
MALE 2 MALE MASSAGE

Sensual, relaxation, stimulation.
Very discreet. In & outcalls 

www.thehealingtouch.com.au
0476069889

BALLINA EXCLUSIVE
34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late.

In & Out Calls. 66816038. Ladies 
wanted

Find us on Facebook and Twitter! 

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP
Large variety of toys and lingerie

6/6 Tasman Way, A&I Est, Byron Bay 
66856330

SOCIAL ESCORTS
LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available for 
your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself. In-
house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

1st SAT Brunswick Heads 0418 400 415

1st SUN Byron Bay 02 6685 6807

2nd SUN The Channon 02 6688 6433

2nd SUN Chillingham 0428 793 141

2nd SUN Coolangatta
2nd SUN Tabulam

3rd SAT Mullumbimby 02 6684 3370

3rd SAT Murwillumbah 0415 328 672

3rd SAT Salt Village Market, Casuarina

3rd SUN Federal 0433 002 757

3rd SUN Uki 0487 329 150

3rd SUN Ballina 0422 094 338

4th SAT Evans Head 0432 275 765

4th SAT Kyogle Bazaar kyoglebazaar.com.au

4th SUN Bangalow 02 6687 1911

4th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764

4th SUN Murwillumbah 0415 328 672

4th SUN Coolangatta (in a 5 Sunday month)

5th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764

FARMERS/WEEKLY MARKETS
Each TUE New Brighton 0424 168 672 

Each TUE Organic Lismore

Each WED Murwillumbah 7-11 0415 328 672

Each WED Nimbin 3-6pm 0418 940 653

Each WED Newrybar Hall 4-7pm

Each THU Byron 8-11am 0414 595 169

Each THU Lismore 2.30-6.30pm 0459 309 223

Each FRI Mullum 7-11am 0424 168 672

Each FRI Evans Head 2.30-6.30 0428 291 068

Each SAT Bangalow 8-11am 0414 595 169

Each SAT Duranbah Rd 8-11am (Tropical Fruit World)

Each SAT Uki 8am-1pm 02 6679 5438

Each SAT Lismore 8.30-11am

Each SAT Wadeville 8am-12pm

Each SAT Byron Twilight Market 4pm Oct–Apr

Each SUN Ballina 7-11am

MONTHLY MARKETS

The Echo updates this guide regularly, however sometimes markets change their routine 
without letting us know. Please get in touch if you want to advise us of a change.

Byron Dog Rescue (CAWI)

Handsome 7-month-old male Kelpie x 
Bull Arab ‘Maxi’ is an exceedingly sweet 
natured boy.  He is very responsive to 
directions and corrections, is quite 
submissive and excellent with other 
dogs. He will no doubt be a mix of 
very active combined with chilled 
affectionate couch potato.
Maxi would suit life on a property/
farm or would be the most charming 
companion for someone with an active 
lifestyle with time to exercise and train.
Please contact Shell on 0458461935.
MC: 941000028968305

MMAAXXII

To make an appointment 
0403 533 589 • Billinudgel

petsforlifeanimalshelter.net

Meet Lainie, a 3 month old sweet 
little ginger purrpot. She loves 
attention, is very affectionate, and 
is a lively little soul who loves to 
play. Part ragdoll d.o.b 30/12/24. 
All her siblings have gone now, so 
she hopes her loving new human 
will adopt her soon!
Desexed and vaccinated ready to 
go! Microchip no. 90026303505659.
We have more kittens available! 

La
in

ie

Visit friendsofthepound.com to 
view other dogs and cats looking for a home.

ABN 83 126 970 338

M
a
r
l
e
y

M
a
r
l
e
y

Marley is a 1 year old, Smithfield/
terrier X. She is a smart, affectionate and 
energetic pup who is always on the go. 
She would be an excellent match for an 
active family with older kids who can 

keep up with her lively spirit. 
# 991003002063706

Location: Murwillumbah 
For more information contact Yvette

on 0421 831 128. 
www.friendsofthepound.com/adoption-

expression-of-interest/ 

PETS

AMBULANCE, FIRE, POLICE .............................................000
AMBULANCE Mullumbimby & Byron Bay ................................131 233
POLICE Brunswick Heads .......................................................... 6629 7510

Mullumbimby ................................................................ 6629 7570
Byron Bay......................................................................... 6685 9499
Bangalow ......................................................................... 6629 7500

STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE Storm & tempest damage, flooding...132 500
BRUNSWICK VALLEY RESCUE Primary rescue........................... 6685 1999
BRUNSWICK MARINE RADIO TOWER.................................... 6685 0148
BYRON CENTRAL HOSPITAL...................................................... 6639 9400
BYRON COUNCIL: EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS............. 6622 7022
NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE (Mullumbimby) ........................... 6684 1286
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 24 hour crisis line.................................1800 656 463
LIFELINE ...................................................................................................131 114
MENSLINE....................................................................................1300 789 978
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 24 hours .................................1800 423 431
AL-ANON Help for family and friends of alcoholics .......................1300 252 666
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Meets daily ...................................... 6680 7280
NORTHERN RIVERS GAMBLING SERVICE............................ 6687 2520
HIV/AIDS – ACON Confidential testing & information..................... 6622 1555
ANIMAL RESCUE (DOGS & CATS) ............................................ 6622 1881
NORTHERN RIVERS WILDLIFE CARERS.............................. 6628 1866
KOALA HOTLINE ............................................................................. 6622 1233
WIRES – NSW Wildlife Information & Rescue Service... 6628 1898

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Please stick this by your phoneEMERGENCY NUMBERSEMERGENCY NUMBERS

Community at WorkClassifieds

Mullumbimby District 
Neighbourhood Centre
Mullumbimby & District 

Neighbourhood Centre is open 

Monday–Friday 9am–4pm (closed 

12.30–1.30pm for lunch). We offer 

a variety of services. Everyone is 

welcome. Call reception on 6684 1286. 

Some of our services include:

Flood recovery support service: 

personalised, long-term support 

for those impacted by the floods. 

Community support: food parcels, 

meals, showers, assistance with 

electricity bills. Work Development 

Orders.

Listening Space: free counselling.

More Than A Meal: free community 

lunch Tuesday–Thursday 

12.30–1.30pm.

Financial counselling 

Staying Home, Leaving Violence 

program: Information, referral, and 

advocacy.

Gulganii affordable pantry shop: 

located at 3 Bridgeland Lane.

Orange Sky: free laundry service Mon 

morning & Wed afternoon.

To enquire about accessing any 

of these services call reception 

6684 1286, check our website 

www.mdnc.org.au, or follow us 

on Facebook or Instagram. @

mullumbimbyneighbourhoodcentre.

Byron Community
The Byron Community Centre 

provides community services 

and programs including meals, 

advocacy and counselling for locals 

in need. Fletcher Street Cottage: A 

welcoming, safe and respectful space 

where people who are experiencing 

or at risk of homelessness can come 

to enjoy practical relief opportunities, 

find connections and access broader 

support. Fletcher Street Cottage 

services are open Tuesday–Friday; 

breakfast 7am–9am; showers and 

laundry 7am–12pm; office support 

9am–12pm. Individual support 

appointments with community 

workers and specialist services 

available please book on (02) 6685 

7830. Fletcher Street Cottage, 18 

Fletcher St, Byron Bay. More info: 

www.fletcherstreetcottage.com.

au. Byron Seniors Club: www.

byronseniors.com.au. More info on 

Community Services:

www.byroncentre.com.au

Phone: (02) 6685 6807.

Low-cost or free food
Food Box Thursdays 9.30–11.30am 

at Uniting Church, Mullumbimby. You 

may purchase cheap food, obtain 

free veges, and enjoy a cuppa. The 

Hub Baptist Church in Ocean Shores 

has food relief available for anyone 

doing it tough, please contact us on 

0434 677747 if you find yourself doing 

it tough. No ID or Concession Card 

required. NILs referral service also 

available. Check Facebook page The 

Hub Baptist Ocean Shores for details. 

Liberation Larder Takeaway lunches 

and groceries Monday and Thursday 

12 till 1pm. Fletcher Street end of the 

Byron Community Centre.

Respite Service
Byron Shire Respite Service delivers 

high-quality respite care to a broad 

range of clients throughout the Byron, 

Ballina and Lismore shires. Donations 

welcome: Ph 6685 1921, email 

fundraiser@byronrespite.com.au, 

website: www.byronrespite.com.au.

Alateen meeting
Alateen meeting every Thursday at 

5–6pm. Do you have a parent, close 

friend or relative with a drinking 

problem? Alateen can help. For 

8–16-year-olds meet St Cuthbert’s 

Anglican Church Hall, 13 Powell Street, 

corner of Florence Street Tweed 

Heads. Al-Anon family groups for older 

members at the same time and place. 

1300 ALANON 1300 252 666

www.al-anon.org.au.

ACA
Adult Children of Alcoholic Parents 

and/or Dysfunctional Families (ACA) 

help & recovery group meets in 

Lismore every Friday 10–11.30am, Red 

Dove Centre, 80 Keen Street. Byron 

meetings are on Tuesdays at 7pm 

via Zoom – meeting ID 554 974 582 

password byronbay.

Drug support groups
Call Alcoholics Anonymous 1800 423 

431 or 0401 945 671 – 30 meetings a 

week in the Shire – www.aa.org.au. 

Are you experiencing difficulties and 

challenges because of the alcohol or 

drug use of someone close to you? 

Learn coping skills and gain support 

from others. Narcotics Anonymous

is a fellowship of men and women 

for whom drugs had become a major 

problem. We are recovering addicts 

who meet regularly to help each 

other stay clean. For information and 

meetings call 1300 652 820 or text 

your postcode to 0488 811 247.

www.na.org.au. Are you concerned 

about somebody else’s drinking? 

Al-Anon Family Groups meetings 

held Fridays at 2pm by Zoom.

1300 252666 www.al-anon.org.au. 

Support after suicide
StandBy provides support to people 

who have lost someone to suicide. 

They provide free face-to-face and 

telephone support and are accessible 

24/7. Follow-up contact is available 

for up to one year. Find out more 

at: www.standbysupport.com.au or 

call 13 11 14. If you, or someone you 

are with, are in need of immediate 

support please call an ambulance or 

police on 000.

Volunteer call out
Support for New Mums Inc. a 

Northern NSW community program 

are recruiting volunteers in the Byron 

Shire. We offer a free of charge, home 

visiting program for mothers with 

babies. For more information email 

Deb: newmums8@gmail.com.

End-of-Life Choices

Voluntary Euthanasia End-of-Life 
Choices are discussed at Exit 
International meetings held quarterly. 
Meetings are held at Robina, South 
Tweed and Ballina. Attendees must be 
Exit Members. For further Information 
www.exitinternational.net or phone 
Catherine 0435 228 443 (Robina and 
South Tweed) or Peter
0429 950 352 (Ballina).

Carers’ support
Mullumbimby Mental Health Carers’ 

Support Group for family members 

and friends who have a loved one 

with a mental health issue. Meeting on 

4th Thursday of each month 9.30am 

at the Mullumbimby Neighbourhood 

Centre. Info: Susanne 0428 716 431.

Rainbow Dragons
Rainbow Dragons Abreast (RDA) 

welcomes breast cancer survivors 

for a paddle at Lake Ainsworth, 

Lennox Head (and sometimes at 

Ballina) on Sundays 7.30am for 8am 

start. Contact Marian 6688 4058, 

mazzerati2010@gmail.com.

Older adult exercise
Chair-based older adults exercise 

classes run by a qualified instructor, 

that feel more like fun than exercise, 

are held every Thursday at 10.15am 

in the Brunswick Memorial Hall. 

Cost $10. All welcome. Just show up 

or if you have any questions please 

contact Di on 0427 026 935.

$5 pilates classes
Pilates for the price of a coffee! Come 

and join us for $5 Pilates classes every 

Thursday at 8.45am in the Memorial 

Hall, 22 Fingal Street, Brunswick 

Heads and Monday at 8.45am in 

Mullumbimby. It doesn’t matter what 

level you are, as beginner to advanced 

options are shown. Just bring a mat 

and water. My goal is to keep the Shire 

active and feeling great one person at 

a time. No need to book just show up. 

For more information contact Di on 

0427 026 935.

Pottsville Community 
Association
Pottsville Community Association 

meetings are on the last Tuesday 

of the month at 6.30pm at the 

Anglican Church in Coronation 

Drive, Pottsville. Have your say on 

what is going on in your local area. 

For details contact secretary@

pottsvillecomunityassociation.com or 

via Facebook.

Language exchange
Byron language exchange club runs 

every 2nd last Friday of the month 

from 6pm (alternating Ballina/

Byron). Practise other languages or 

help someone with your English! 

Find us on Facebook. Contact 

byronbaylanguages@gmail.com.

Brunswick Valley 
Historical Society
The Museum is on the corner of 

Myocum and Stuart Sts Mullumbimby, 

open Tuesdays and Fridays 

10am–12pm and market Saturdays 

9am–1pm. Discover your local history, 

join our team – 6684 4367. 

Library fun
Baby Bounce and Storytime for 

toddlers and pre-school children 

are at: Brunswick Heads Library, 

Monday – Story Time 10.30 till 

11.30am; Friday – Baby Time 10.30 till 

11am. Mullumbimby Library, Monday 

– Story Time 10–11am; Tuesday – Baby 

Time 10–10.30 am. 

Lismore Rainforest 
Botanic Garden
A guided walk at the Lismore 

Rainforest Botanic Gardens looking 

at the Uncommon Plants Garden is 

taking place on Sunday, March 30. 

Curator, Peter, will show you the 

plants which are now very difficult to 

see in the wild. Meet at the Visitor’s 

Centre at the Gardens. Enjoy an easy 

one-hour stroll on unpaved paths. 

Wear sturdy shoes and hat. Bookings 

essential by emailing  publicity@

friendslrbg.com.au. Adults $5, 

children free. 

Organic Landcare
Organic Landcare’s next working 

bee will be Saturday, March 29, from 

8.30am until 1pm, at Saltwater Creek. 

Meet at Mullumbimby Community 

Garden (MCG) car park. Bring water 

and some morning tea, for a 11am 

break and a cup of tea with Abby, MCG 

grounds-person.

Indian ancestry in 
Murwillumbah
A talk on settlers with Indian ancestry 

in the Northern Rivers will take place 

at the Murwillumbah Services Club, 

10 Wollumbin Street, Murwillumbah 

on Monday, March 31 at 10am. 

Contact the Murwillumbah Historical 

Society to confirm attendance by 

March 24 on 0458 793 223 or email: 

brianbettyhamilton@gmail.com.

Mullum Magic 
Toastmasters
Learn public speaking in a club that 

has helped people overcome their 

fear and find their voice for 21 years. 

We meet on the second and fourth 

Thursday of each month 6.30 to 

8.30pm at Presbyterian Church, 104 

Stuart Street, Mullumbimby. Visitors 

welcome! For more information 

contact Neil on 0415 271 761.

BV Probus Club
The Brunswick Valley Probus Club 

will meet on Tuesday, April 1 at 10am 

at the Ocean Shores Country Club. 

Visitors welcome. After the meeting we 

are having the Change Over Luncheon 

in the club’s restaurant so don’t forget 

if you have booked and paid to go. 

Inquires ring Margaret 6680 3316.

End-of-Life Choices
Voluntary Euthanasia End-of-Life 

Choices are discussed at Exit 

International meetings held quarterly.  

Meetings are held at Robina, South 

Tweed and Ballina. Attendees must be 

Exit Members. For further Information 

www.exitinternational.net or phone 

Catherine 0435 228 443 (Robina and 

South Tweed) or Peter 0429 950 352 

(Ballina).

CWA Brunswick Heads
CWA Brunswick Heads branch will be 

holding an Easter Market on Saturday, 

April 5, 8am to 12noon on Corner of 

Booyun and Park Streets, Brunswick 

Heads. Home made cakes, jams and 

pickles, craft work, plants and flowers. 

Cash only, come early to avoid 

disappointment.  Contact brunscwa@

gmail.com or 0431 908 063.

Flower and Foliage 
Spectacular
The Kyogle Garden Club Flower and 

Foliage Spectacular is taking place on 

Friday, April 11 from 8am to 4pm and 

Saturday, April 12, from 9am to 2pm 

at St Brigid’s School Hall, Wiangaree 

Street, Kyogle. For more information 

email: flowerandfoliage25@gmail.

com.

Byron Book Fair
Friends of Libraries Byron Shire are 

once again holding their annual 

four-day Book Fair from Friday, July 

11 to Monday, July 14. Donations of 

books of all genres are needed and 

always gratefully received, in clean 

and good condition. Highlighting the 

need for children’s books, art and 

limited editions to name a few. For 

more information and to donate call 

Janene 0407 855 022.

Liberation Larder 
fundraising
Liberation Larder fundraising 

film night at Byron Theater on 

Saturday, April 5. Thanks to Mr 

Simple Byron $250 toward our 

raffle ticket prize. Donations are tax 

deductible, BSB 722 744 Account 

number: 1000 71909 Account name: 

Liberation Larder; donations for 

raffle prize are appreciated, call 

0435 879 778 for more information. 

But a ticket at https://www.

byroncentre.com.au/theatre-events/

the-innermost-limits-of-pure-fun.

Regular As Clockwork
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Please note that, owing to space restrictions, not all entries may be 

included each week. Email copy marked ‘Regular As Clockwork’ to 

editor@echo.net.au.

On The Horizon
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Email copy marked ‘On The Horizon’ to editor@echo.net.au. 

will take place End-of-Life Choices
l E thanasia End-of-Life

Street, Kyogle. For

email: flowerandf

com.

Byron Book

net.au. 
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Service Directory

SERVICE DIRECTORY INDEX 
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ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS 

Byron Bookkeeping
Are your books a mess? We can help

BAS - Payroll - Super - AR/AP ...
Xero / QB / MYOB - Setup & Training

Professional | Reliable | Local

0415 639 548

BOOKKEEPER Reg BAS provider, payroll, A/P, A/R. Xero & MYOB. Local, reliable. ........0410 206627

XERO SPECIALIST. Set up and training. Regular bookkeeping. .........................Ursula 0433 991404

BLOOMING BOOKKEEPING and BAS Agent.................................................. Ph Leah 0434 121077

ACUPUNCTURE 

ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis.............................................0490 022183

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

AU 37088 Lic 246545C

PLEASE CALL
6680 9394

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

www.artisanair.com.au

Mullumbimby 
Refrigeration & 
Airconditioning 
Services

– Sales – Installation – Repairs 
– All Commercial Refrigeration 
– Residential & Commercial

Airconditioning 
– Coolroom Design & Construction 
– Freezer Rooms

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby  
Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492 6684 2783

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 23 yrs exp. Lic. 178464C AU30147 ............................0422 291433

ARTISAN AIR Airconditioning and refrigeration. .............................................................. 66809394

ARCHITECTS

OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au.........................................0412 251392

AUTOMOTIVE

6684 5296

CASH PAID FOR
UNWANTED CARS

Free metal drop off
Locally owned 6684aally owownedd

$50–$1500

CAR BODY REMOVAL
ABSOLUTELY FREE

BODY REMOVAL
CASH ON THE SPOT GUARANTEE
$50 - $1000
WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES & VANS
PHONE 0466 113 333 24/7
EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au

BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION

666800 8862
FREEE MEASUREE QUOTTEE 

     
    

  

CURTAINS 

SUNSCREENS 

AWNINGS  
ROLL BLINDS 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

LOCAL    

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

B L I N D S    S H U T T E R S    A W N I N G S    C U R T A I N S

BRICKLAYING

WALLFIX
REMEDIAL

• 20 years’ experience in lintel replacement
• Crack stitching installation • Repointing
• Retaining walls and all damaged brickwork
Call: 0403 141 760 • Email: wallfixremedial@gmail.com

www.wallfixremedial.com.au
Servicing the Northern Rivers

Lic no. 292267C Master Builder No. 3029326

BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors. Lic 291958C. Phone Mark ........................................0409 444268 

BUILDING TRADES
• DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable 

market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

Structural – Landscaping
Fencing – Composite Decking
Hardwood – Pine – Hardware

B&B Timbers
66867911

110 Teven Road, Ballina
New logo - Same quality & service

sales@bbtimbers.com.au            www.bbtimbers.com.au

BYRON’S BATHROOM 

RENOVATION SPECIALISTS

Call Michael 0413 252 115

byronbayrenovations.com.au
info@byronbayrenovations.com.au

BUILDER – JOHN MCGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C .......... 0415 793242

HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C...............................................0432 565060

FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C ......................... 66808162 

CARPENTER / JOINER 30 yrs experience. Prompt efficient service. Fully insured. Other licensed trades 

avail, incl plastering/painting. 24/7 Emergency 4WD vehicle call-out avail. Lic 43794C. 0423 500693

BUILDER Extensions, maintenance, new homes, insurance, landscaping Lic19953Q....... 0403 458177

ECHO SERVICE DIRECTORY 
RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE 
Deadline: For additions and changes is 12pm Friday
Line ads: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid

Display ads: $70 per week for colour display ad. 
Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid. 

Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high. 
New ads will be placed at end of section.

Contact:  6684 1777  or  adcopy@echo.net.au



32 The Byron Shire Echo www.echo.net.au

Service Directory North Coast news online

BUSH REGENERATION

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
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Byron Shire
Carpentry

Samuel Commerford
0405 479 528

LIC 266052C

•Renovations
•Decks and Pergolas
•Cheap Custom Cabinets

ALL CARPENTRY & BUILDING WORK Owner builder friendly. Lic 203206c........... 0424 158585

LOCAL CARPENTER small, medium or large jobs. Lic 207899c...............................Ph 0431 048856

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Reliable. 20 years exp. .............................0437 202050

CLEANING

Services List
(Low Pressure Softwashing)
Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings,
Solar panels, Retaining walls
Driveways, Paths, Pavers, 
Fences, Decks, Patios, 
Pool areas.

Locally owned and Operated
Residential and Commercial

No job too big or small
Obligation free quote

Fully insured

0426 119 550      info@nraquapressurecleaning.com.au      ABN: 47576013867

AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING

BETTY’S CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES.............................................. Text 0476 984649 

KOCO CLEANING SERVICE, Housekeeping....................................................................0466 991217

COMPUTER SERVICES

One-on-one, patient, experienced 

Phone or email: 0420 235 624 
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

ALSO TECH 
SUPPORT 

FOR APPLE 
PRODUCTS

FLASH COMPUTERS Mac & PC. Affordable & helpful. 77 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby..02 66844124

CONCRETING & PAVING

SALISBURY 
CONCRETING  

Li
c.
13
67

17
c

Over 30 yrs’ local experience.
All forms of concreting. 
Residential • Civil • Industrial 

DARYL 0418 234 302

 Small to medium jobs
 No obligation free quotes

 3m tipper truck
 1.7 tonne excavator

Lic 378040C0429 888 683

CONCRETING

SHAKA CONCRETING Licensed and insured Lic 391742C. .............................................0402 728207

DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY DECK RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

easily sand over nail/screw heads!

BYRON & BEYOND PATIOS Builder of patios roofs, opening roofs, carports & decks ...02 66802393

DESIGN & DRAFTING

DAVID ROBINSON DESIGN DRAFTING All Council & construction requirements ......0419 880048

MARK OAKLEY DESIGN & DRAFTING www.modesign.au...........................................0422 666464

MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com ......................................0402 613638

DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

East Coast Asphalt
ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT 

& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859
SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF 

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

TINY EARTHWOR
Philip Toovey 

0409 799 909
various implements available for limited access projects

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS
• DRAINAGE DESIGN • DRIVEWAYS • PADS • WATERWAYS

• ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344 939      www.360earth.com.au

NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr. 0402 716857

ELECTRICIANS

0439 624 945  AH 02 6680 4173
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

ALL JOBS: SMALL 
OR LARGE

Lic: 154293c

LEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIANLEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIAN
DOMESTIC •• COMMERCIAL •• INDUSTRIAL

SERVICING: •• Tweed •• Byron •• Lismore •• Kyogle
•• Mains installs / alterations •• Switchboard upgrades

•• Meter queries •• Tree maintenance near services

Matthew Rutland  matt.positivelectrical@gmail.com

0439 733 703
NSW Lic# 312117  ASP Lic# 5547 AUTHORISATION# 503808

JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data, TV, TV Antennas. Lic 133082C ....0432 289705

BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small...0422 136408

VALLEY WAY ELECTRICAL, 15 yrs exp. Domestic, commercial, new builds. Lic 253977c 0475 910622

JIM LABELLE ELECTRICAL O.Shores, Mullum, Byron, Bruns. Lic 176417C.......................0415 126028

FENCING

BYRON & BEYOND FENCING. Any fence, any time, prompt quotes ..... 0439 162 069 or 66802393

EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. ..................................................0432 107262

FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable.......0416 424256

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING

THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

0430 297 101
livingearthgardens.com.au

Est. 2010

All aspects gardening & mowing
Enhancive garden makeovers

RESIDENTIAL GARDEN SERVICE
Regular Garden Tidying, Hedging, Pruning, Lawns & Edges,

Plant Care, Landscape Design Professional

Call David for a quote 0413 45 95 45  |  Established 23 years

Our Services
 Acreage mowing
 Property maintenance
 Fencing
 Re-guttering and downpipes
 Metal roof replacement
 Roof leak detection and repairs

Kirk Andris
0411 113 205
kirk@mullum.services

Servicing the Mullumbimby & Byron Bay Area

MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter................0423 756394

GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured .66841778 or 0405 922839

A-Z gardening & maintenance, lawns, acreage, hedges, gutters, rubbish removal, tip runs 0405 625697

LEAF IT TO US Tree care specialists & acreage mowing..................................................0402 487213

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m3 trailer..............................................................0408 210772

RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging.........0424 805660

GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael .........................0497 842442

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, Rural & residential, earthworks, lawn & pool care, tip runs.0449 220357

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Rural & residential, earthworks, lawn & pooi care, tip runs 0449 220357

SAMURAI BRUSHCUTTING Heavy duty brushcutting and chainsaw work...................0402 733620
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GW MOWING Ride-on mowing, acreage and large lawns. ......................... Ph George 0408 244820

BLADE RUNNER ACREAGE MOWING Local, reliable ....................................................0428 856687 

MOWING ACREAGE LAWNS Local team, free quotes, all your lawn care needs............0411 032902

BRUSH–CUTTING Whipersnip, clearing saw, light chain saw..... ..........................Rob 0455 587425

GAS FITTERS, SUPPLIERS & SERVICING

Free Delivery
No Rental
Reliable

www.brunswickvalleygas.com  •  0408 760 609

Locally Owned
No Rental Fees

Servicing your area
Free Call: 1300  727 013

Email: swapabottle@bigpond.com
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GUTTERING

Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.
www.spotlessgutters.com.au

0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 94 239 089 086

 Gutter guard
 Gutter cleaning
 Locally owned
 Fully insured
 Free quotes

HANDYPERSONS

HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, welding ......................................... 66884324 or 0476 600956

AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne...............................0423 218417

ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN. Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark ........0402 281638

A HANDY GUY Small jobs & owner-builder services. Bruns, Ocean, SGB & Mullum ......0411 858201

PFM HANDYWORKS Repairs, pressure cleaning, maintenance ......................Call Aari 0484 729139

HOME MAINTENANCE Carpentry, painting, repairs, gardens, jet washing. Insured .....0434 705506

HANDYMAN 40 years exp in building game. Tiling, renos, project management..Paul 0422 017072

HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling ........ Michael 0421 896796

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Reliable. 20 years exp................................0437 202050

BRICKLAYING, Rendering, Paving, Landscaping & Carpentry ................................ Jim 0417 526026

AW WOODWORK: furniture, kitchens, carpentry, handyman services ............... Adam 0455 813965

HEALTH

ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne ........................................... 66857366

MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations.............. 66843002

AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen – Om Healing..............................0422 387370

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE Relax, Revive, Restore... ..............................................Mark 0448 441194

OJAYOGA.COM.AU Classes, workshops, 1:1’s for mental health. ..................................0417 937373 

HIRE

MULLUM HIRE Marquees & all event equipment. Tools & machinery. Pool supplies & service 66843003

LANDSCAPING 

Text or Ph: 0448 401 638

LANDSCAPING & EARTHWORKS

goldleaflandscaping

20 years local experience       

8
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www.goldleaflandscaping.com.au4 ton Kobelco 10 ton Kobelco

LALA

Swim Ponds, Landscaping,
Water Features, Earth Moving

0448 401 638

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic 277154C ..............................................0423 700853

LOCKSMITH
Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair .......0412 764148

MICROCEMENTING

MICROCEMENT
SURFACES
Bathrooms, Benchtops,
Splashbacks, Floors and Walls,
Swimming pools.

   Daniele: 0451969427
moderncraftsman.com.au | microcement@moderncraftsman.com.au

PAINTING
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Professional Painter/Decorator
•30+ Years Experience •Interior & Exterior 

•Reasonable Prices

0451 298 363        splosh painting/decorating  

KNIGHTSBRIDGE
PAINTING & DECORATING     INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Li
c.

 2
13

03
4C

• Refurbishment

• New Builds

• Clean & Reliable

• Free Quotes

• Fully Licenced

• Fully Insured

LLOYD 
SHERLOCK
0411 784 926

COUNTRY BAY PAINTERS 35 years local pro. Quality work, free quotes. ........ Insured. 0478 671292

PEST CONTROL

Book our Termite Inspection & Pest Control package this winter and 
receive 10% off. Protect your home and save money with this limited-

time offer! Contact us today to schedule your appointment.

Phone 02 6685 4490 • Email: service@sanctuarypest.com.au

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL................................................................................ 66842018 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Tree Faerie Fotos
Professional • Commercial • Personal

www.treefaeriefotos.com • 0417 427 518

30+ years experience in commercial 
photography and photojournalism

PHYSIOTHERAPY
OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics, 

shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman ..................................................... 66803499

EWINGSDALE PHYSIO Matrix Therapy, all ages, massage. Renata ...............................0437 647137

PICTURE FRAMING
MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in Ocean Shores ..................................0403 734791

PLASTERING
PLASTERER, TRADE QUALIFIED repairs, renovations, cornices, quality assured. Kurt 0431 015414

CAPE BYRON PLASTERING. Gyprock/Venetian. 27 yrs exp, free quotes, lic + insured.0402 538155

RENDERING / SOLID PLASTERING 25 years experience. Free quotes. ........... Ph John 0406 673176 

PLUMBERS

NEED A PLUMBER?NEED A PLUMBER?
DRAINER? GASFITTER?DRAINER? GASFITTER?

CALL ChayCALL Chay 0429 805 0810429 805 081
20+ YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE20+ YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE

License No. 207479C

Taking on work NOW!
0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com

Ben The Plumber
    Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores,

  Brunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds
30 years’ experience  Lic: 321191C

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t and 3m tipper truck

 Blocked drain specialist

12 month guarantee 
on most jobs

Fully insured

Drain clearing, inspections and repairs.
Reliable family owned and operated 

local business with 30 years plumbing 
experience and the latest technology. 

Phone James  0429 888 683 Lic 378040C

Pro Plumbing ServiceScotty’s
Reliable and experienced

Working in Byron Shire for over 20 years
Phone Scotty anytime 0419 443 196

scottypro27@gmail.com  –  NSW Licence Number L13549

ppp d
tile and metal

BILL CONNORS All plumbing/draining. Lic #1051 .................................. 66801403 or 0414 801403

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C ....0419 019035

BRAD EVELEIGH PLUMBING based in Ocean Shores, no job too small. Lic 257153C........0438 140075

REMOVALISTS

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO
From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth

Just give us a ring
• Freight services to Brisbane weekly

• Carriers of fine art • Furniture removal
• E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646
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Removalists continued on next page
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REMOVALISTS (continued)

• Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne • Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne 
• North Qld • Country • Interstate • North Qld • Country • Interstate • • LOCALLOCAL

02 6684 2198  queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au

BENNY CAN MOVE IT! .................................................................................................0402 199999

ANDY’S MOVE & MORE Artworks, pianos, small moves, tip runs................................0429 149533

RYAN’S MINI MOVES ...................................................................................................0406 657 755

ROOFING

MONTYS METAL
ROOFING

Licence NSW: 30715C
Licence QLD: 1227049 

DOMESTIC • INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL

Metal Roofing Installations
Guttering  •  Downpipes  •  Fascia

Skylights  •  Whirlybird Patios
Repairs  •  Leaf Guard

Craig Montgomery – 0418 870 362
Email: montysmetalroofing@gmail.com

www.montysmetalroofing.com.au

FRC ROOF PAINTING – Local, 10 years in biz, 150 x 5-star reviews. Free quotes ..........0419 789600

RUBBISH REMOVAL

OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip specialists ......................................... 0412 161564 or 66841232

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m3 trailer................................................................0408 210772

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 7m3 trailer. Prompt, reliable service........................0413 289443

SELF STORAGE

BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE............................................................................................... 66858349 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Say Goodbye to Septic Woes
Born & Bred Locals
Qualified Plumbers
Fully Insured
FREE septic evaluation

    with EVERY pump-out

Contact Daniel and the Team 24/7 for ALL your Septic 
System needs 02 6672 1644 or 0418 751 765

TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C. 0407 439805

APPROVED COMPOST TOILETS, council reports, septics etc. www.poohsolutions.com..........0427 897496

SOLAR INSTALLATION

Your local, qualified team. 
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs. 

Your local, qualified team. 
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs....... 

m 0428 320 262

e sunbeamsolar@bigpond.com

w sunbeamsolar.com.au

Call us on
6679 7228

Pioneers of the solar industry Serving Northern
NSW since 1998

Electric Lic 124600c

SWIMMING POOLS

BYRON BAY POOLS Get swimming this summer. ....................................................Ph 0415 257476

TELEVISION SERVICES

DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas .......... 66843575 or 0414 922786

TILING

WALL & FLOOR TILER/WATERPROOFER/STONEMASON Lic 24418C. ...........Ph Karl 0439 232434

AJ’s TILING all aspects. Bathrooms, kitchens, walls, floors, waterproofing. Lic 239988C ..0416 345202

TRANSPORT

Airpor t Transfers |  Tours |  Nights Out |  Coastal Walks
Events |  Par t ies |  Weddings |  Corporate |  Fest ivals

Call 0490 183 424

BYRON
BUS Co

arrive@byronbuscompany.com.au

Get a Quick Quote Now

Door to Door Charter Services
-

TREE SERVICES

CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES
The Fully Insured Professionals

Mark Linder Qualified Arborist
0408 202 184  

choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

•  Stump Grinding  •  Bobcat  •  Cherrypicker  
• Crane Truck  •  18" Chipper

• 20 years local knowledge and experience • Fully insured / free quotes 
• 19 inch chipper • Bobcat • Cherry picker • Crane truck

www.harttreeservices.com.au

0427 347 380

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING
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0435 019 524

Martino
TREE SERVICES
Byron Bay & Beyond

TREE CARE SPECIALISTSTREE C

leafittous.com.au

kascha@leafittous.com.au

Local . Reliable . Insured 

0402 487 213

040 0   3 37   75 8

Trees & Palms

Repor ts + Consultation

Habitat Hollows

www.trunkmonkarborist.com For the love of trees

17 Years Experience as an Arborist
Experienced crew ready to go.

Free Quotes | Insured | Amenity Tree Pruning
Removals | Chipping | Block Clearing

Council DA Assistance if required

Call Sam 0456 044602

BYRON TREE SERVICES AQF Level 5 consulting arborist, insured...................... Call Alex 0402 364852

LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes .......0402 487213

OUT ON A LIMB TREE SERVICES Lucas Holland Qualified arborist. ............................Luc 0402 191316

LOCAL TREE GUYS 15m crane truck. 18 inch chipper. Bobcat. ............................ Jason 0488 489159

TRUCK HIRE & HAULAGE

UPHOLSTERY

BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists............................. 66805255

VALUERS

BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers ............ 0431 245460 or 66857010

VETERINARY SURGEONS

MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Wills, Heidi Jenal. After hours avail.............. 66843818

NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer................................................. 66840735

WATER FILTERS

for home, commercial 
and rural properties

6680 8200 or 
0418 108 181

The Water Filter Experts

WELDING

WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless ..0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS

CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David.............................................0421 906460

WINDOW TINTING

SUNRISE W. T. 3/19-21 Centennial Cct, Byron. Cars, homes, offices, etc. High quality ..0412 158478

SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price.........................0434 875009
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Property Insider www.echo.net.au/echo–property

A sanctuary worth claiming:  
‘Our Haven’ awaits its next chapter
Good morning Mt Warning! In an era where chaos often over-

shadows calm, ‘Our Haven’ emerges as a beacon of respite—a 

11.54-hectare sanctuary in the Far North Coast Hinterland of 

New South Wales that promises more than just land, but a way 

of life. On April 13, this private retreat in the heart of the caldera 

will go under the hammer, offering a rare opportunity to inherit 

a harmonious blend of modern luxury and nature. For those 

yearning to escape the grind without abandoning convenience, 

‘Our Haven’ is a compelling proposition.

The homestead, a modern Queenslander built in 2016, stands 

in a commanding position on the property. Perched to capture 

sweeping vistas, its open-plan living spaces, high ceilings, 

and spotted gum timber floors exude warmth and elegance. 

Wrapped in generous verandas, it invites you to linger and 

breathe in the serenity of the Oxley River’s upper reaches, 

which graces the land with 800 meters of frontage. Beyond 

aesthetics, the property champions sustainability with an off-

grid 7.5kw solar system, a diesel generator backup, and ample 

water storage—a testament that comfort need not come at the 

environment’s expense.

Tom and Chris Carroll, the vendors, have nurtured this land 

with a reverence that shines through its fertile soils and pristine 

acreage. Their labor of love has created a haven not just for 

themselves, but for their animals and the ecosystem. Yet, ‘Our 

Haven’ is no isolated outpost—fast NBN wireless and Telstra 

connectivity, while its proximity to Tyalgum, Murwillumbah, 

and the Gold Coast balances seclusion with accessibility.

We now welcome anyone seeking a tranquil and inspiring 

lifestyle to come and see if this special acreage property will 

suit your needs. Please contact the rural agent now to arrange 

your inspection.

 Agent: Brad Franks 0404 051 111 
www.raywhiteruraltweedvalley.com.au
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A U C T I O N
766 Urliup Road, Urliup 

“Mount View” An Ideal Tweed Hinterland Escape. The interstate owner’s plans have changed. 

homestead (STCA) and skip the Tweed Shire Council approval process which can take well 
over a year. Freehold 60.55ha* (149.62ac*) of mixed country with sections of elevated rural 

recommend that you inspect. 

raywhiteruraltweedvalley.com.au
WAIT?

Ray White Rural Murwillumbah | 02 6672 7555 

View 
Contact Agent 

March 2pm AEDT 

0404 051 111 

MUR111_Rural Press_Half_186x260_C1.indd   1

MUR111_Rural Press_Half_186x260_C1.indd   1

‘Our Haven’, Far North Coast Hinterland, NSW

• A picturesque & peaceful 11.54ha* (28* acre) haven for families, animals & nature, a place to de-stress & enjoy
• In a truly commanding position, the homestead provides spectacular views from every window & large verandahs
• A large open plan living & dining area is the heart of the home + ample shedding including space for caravan
• 800m* frontage of upper reaches Oxley River with useable banks for picnics & everyday walks 
• Tranquil clean, caldera acreage overlooking one of Australia’s most recognised peaks, fertile soils & great fencing 
• Zoned R5 Large Lot Residential, 650m* to town, 23km* Murwillumbah & 56km* GC Airport & Tweed Coast beaches

Auction  
Sunday 13 April 11am (AEDT)
On-Site

View By appointment 

Brad Franks 0404 051 111

Ray White Rural Murwillumbah

*approx.raywhiteruraltweedvalley.com.au

Good Morning Mt Warning

MUR111_Rural Press_Half_186x260_C1.indd   1
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lifestylegroup.com.auFind your

Jordan Byrnes
0475 309 530

Zell Bennett
0428 888 171

Clint McCarthy
0423 727 648

Robert Menin
0414 252 190

Jay Williams
0411 156 980

Peter Browning
0411 801 795

Kendall Atkinson
0414 828 900

Mark Ronan
0432 052 315

A new
identity.

Ballina
02 6686 3511 | 9/26-54 River Street
Evans Head
02 6682 6000 | 2/8 Oak Street
Lismore
02 6621 2387 |  85 Keen Street
Casino
02 6662 4888 | 113 Barker Street

Jan Borsje
0414 282 999

Barb Joblin
0438 866 264

Geoff Venn
0405 760 536

Michelle Mitchell
0423 322 873

James Young
0419 856 840

Brian O’Farrell
0428 661 400

Brody Aleckson
0428 661 402

Emma Waterhouse
0481 986 365

Paige Bienke
0402 371 504

David C Gray
CEO & Founder

Trent Savins
0403 624 193

Katrina Ulyatt
0466 717 517
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17.5m

17.25m

505m2
29.55m

29.55m

29.94m

31.37m

461m2

15.07m

15.21m
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www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

Spacious Townhouse in Byron’s 
Coveted ‘Golden Grid’

AUCTION  |  12th April 10:30am

GUIDE  |  $1.475M - $1.575M

OPEN  |  Wed 26th March 2 - 2:30pm

Sat 29th March 9:30 - 10am

• Located in a boutique complex of just 5 townhouses,
walking distance to town, schools and beaches

• Open-plan kitchen and dining area that connects to
the covered deck and garden 

• Spacious bedrooms, the main featuring a walk-in robe
and enusuite 

• The exterior of the complex has just been updated and
freshly painted

5/31 BROWNING STREET, BYRON BAY

Anna Gilham 
0402 128 355

Su Reynolds 
0428 888 660

3 21 2

A Rural Sanctuary with Sweeping 
Views

PRICE  |  Contact Agent

OPEN  |  Sat 29th March 12 - 12.30pm

• North-East aspect with stunning rural views

• Expansive open-plan living area, with high-pitched
ceilings and large windows

• Multiple living spaces providing versatility, including
lounge, media and rumpus room

• Saltwater pool surrounded by extensive decking and
plenty of usable land for livestock or a hobby farm

845 FERNLEIGH ROAD, BROOKLET

 
0400 028 594

Su Reynolds 
0428 888 660

1.406HA

5 43 4

Fully Renovated Rainforest 
Retreat

PRICE  |  $990,000 - $1,089,000

OPEN  |  Wed 26th March 2 - 2:30pm

Sat 29th March 2 - 2:30pm

• Charming character cottage just 950-meters from the
world-renowned Gondwana Rainforest at Nightcap
National Park

• High ceilings, stained-glass windows and a north-facing
aspect

• Multiple living areas providing versatility

• Manicured gardens and room to expand (STCA)

135 ROCKY CREEK DAM ROAD, DUNOON

4047M2

3 23 2

Paul Prior 
0418 324 297

Sharon McInnes 
0408 659 649

1145 FRIDAY HUT ROAD, BINNA BURRA Modern Architectural Barn Style 
home with Stunning Rural Views

PRICE  |  $3.65M

OPEN  |  Sat 29th March 1 - 1:30pm

• Arguably one of the best elevated 360-degree rural
views in the area! 

• Modern barn-style home with high raked ceilings, oak

• Magnesium heated plunge pool

• 110,000L water storage, solar, raised veggie gardens
and a 40ft shipping container for storage  

0400 028 594

Su Reynolds 
0428 888 660

8245M2

4 42 4



42 The Byron Shire Echo www.echo.net.au

Property North Coast news online

Amanda Hasson 
0406 776 483

Rez Tal 
0405 350 682

byronproperty.com.au
info@byronproperty.com.au

Sales & Property Management
Contact the team today on 0412 057 672

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au

millerrealestate.com.au
@timmiller_realestate

AGENTS

Professional and results driven with 
extensive knowledge. Servicing the 
Byron Shire and beyond.

Call Paul for an appointment today.

PAUL PRIOR
SALES

0418 324 297
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

SHARON McINNES
SALES

0408 659 649
sharon@byronbayfn.com

TARA TORKKOLA
SALES

0423 519 698
tara@byronbayfn.com

@taratorkkolafirstnational

@taratorkkola_realestate

www.byronbayfn.com.au

Open for Inspection

Business Directory

View over 50 homes at www.mrpropertyservices.com.au
Email: enquiries@mrpropertyservices.com.au

Phone: 07 5523 3431   Mobile: Heike Wilson 0403 713 658
Kelvin Price 0423 028 468

Mr Property Services

Tweed Broadwater - Tweed Heads 

Call us on 0403 713 658  $555,000

Palms Village - Tweed Heads South

Call us on 0403 713 658  $389,000

2 1 2

Call us on 0403 713 658  $420,000

12 1

North Star - Hastings Point

Call us on 0403 713 658  $599,000

2 1 2

UNDER CONTRACT

Banksia Waters - Tweed Heads West

2 2 2

UNDER O
FFER

First National Byron Bay

• 23A Gordon Street, Byron Bay. Wed 1.30–2pm

• 5/31 Browning Street, Byron Bay. Wed 2–2.30pm

• 135 Rocky Creek Dam Road, Dunoon. Wed 2–2.30pm

• 160 Reardons Lane, Swan Bay. Thurs 11–11.30am

• 23 Prince Street, Mullumbimby. Fri 11–11.30am

• 23 New City Road, Mullumbimby. Fri 11–11.30am

• 73 New City Road, Mullumbimby. Fri 12–12.30pm

• 4/6 Keats Street, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am

• 451 Federal Drive, Federal. Sat 9–9.30am

• 5/31 Browning Street, Byron Bay. Sat 9.30–10am

• 21 Excelsior Circuit, Brunswick Heads. Sat 10–10.30am

• 35 Avocado Crescent, Ewingsdale. Sat 10–10.30am

• 22 Offshore Avenue, Skennars Head. Sat 10–10.30am

• 11/31 Hayters Drive, Suffolk Park. Sat 10.30–11am

• 7 Glendale Crescent, Ocean Shores. Sat 10.30–11am

• 346 Coorabell Road, Coorabell. Sat 11–11.30am

• 23 Prince Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 11–11.30am

• 14A Beachside Drive, Suffolk Park. Sat 11–11.30am

• 7 Azolla Place, Suffolk Park. Sat 11.15–11.45am

• 231 Sneaths Road, Wollongbar. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 845 Fernleigh Road, Brooklet. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 325 Riverbank Road, Pimlico. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 73 New City Road, Mullumbimby. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 1145 Friday Hut Road, Binna Burra. Sat 1–1.30pm

• 135 Rocky Creek Dam Road, Dunoon. Sat 2–2.30pm

Sotheby’s International 

Realty Byron Bay

• 271 Goremans Road, Eureka. Sat 9–9.30am 

• 32 Olivia Circuit, Lennox Head. Sat 9–9.30am

• 45B Seaswell Crescent, Lennox Head. Sat 10–10.30am

• 84 Hinterland Way, Tintenbar. Sat 10–10.30am

• 18 Red Bean Close, Suffolk Park. Sat 11–11.30am

• 41 Hyrama Crescent, Brunswick Heads. Sat 11–11.30am

• 15 Muli Muli Avenue, Ocean Shores. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 5 Koala Close, Ewingsdale. Sat 1–1.30pm

Ray White Byron Bay

•  3 Tahra Crescent, Ewingsdale. Wed 1–1.30pm

• 17 Beachside Drive, Suffolk Park. Wed 4.30–5pm

• 5/112 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay. Thurs 10.30–11am

• 7/68-70 Lawson Street, Byron Bay. Thurs 1–1.30pm

• 4 Tamarind Court, Suffolk Park. Sat 10–10.30am

• 43 Childe Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 16 Coral Court, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 9 Bunjil Place, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am

• 7/68-70 Lawson Street, Byron Bay . Sat 11–11.30am

• 355 Coopers Shoot Road, Coopers Shoot. Sat 11–11.30am

• 15 Little Burns Street, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 7A Little Burns Street, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 70 Foxs Lane, Tyagarah. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 161 Tandys Lane, Brunswick Heads. Sat 1–1.30pm

• 3 Tahra Crescent, Ewingsdale. Sat 1–1.30pm

• 9 George Street, Bangalow. Sat 1.30–2pm

• 70 Charltons Road, Federal. Sat 1.30–2pm

• 17 Beachside Drive, SuffolkPark. Sat 2.30–3pm

Tim Miller Real Estate

• 9 Keith Street, Bangalow. Fri 11.45am–12.15pm

• 35 Riverside Drive, Mullumbimby. Fri 1–1.30pm

• 5 Walker Street, Clunes. Sat 9–9.30am

• 480 Booyong Road, Nashua. Sat 10–10.30am

• 598 Eltham Road, Eltham. Sat 11–11.30am

• 159 Tintenbar Road, Tintenbar. Sat 12–12.30pm

New listings
First National Byron Bay

• 451 Federal Drive, Federal

• 7 Azolla Place, Suffolk Park

For more OFIs go to: 

www.echo.net.au/ofi
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Property

Katrina Ulyatt
Whether you’re buying or selling, 

I’m here to help you through every 
step of the process.

Call Kat for a Chat on 0466 717 517
Lismore, Casino and surrounds

NP CONVEYANCING
PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE

NPC

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE?
We are here to help

PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS 
IN BYRON BAY NOW

NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE 
IN POTTSVILLE                  Lic No 06000098

P: 02 6687 0548  |  hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au 

NSW & QLD Conveyancing, Leases, 
Business Sale & Purchase

CONVEYANCING

FINANCE

We project manage building, 

| Project Manager
0411 575 991

craig@cacm.net.au

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

PROPERTY STYLING

cactushillproject.com.au 
home@cactushillproject.com.au

PROPERTY STAGING
styling for sale

call us for a free quote on 
0432 574 321

12 years local Real Estate experience

Highly competitive fees & introductory offers

Friendly & Approachable agents you can trust

Premium results & peace of mind

Effective, modern technology  

Alyce Field & Kasey Williams
Ph: 04

E: admin@byronpropertyhub.com.au
Property Management & Sales

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

0412 833 280

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

Finance Broker

Home Loans
Investment Loans
First Home Buyers
Car Loans

Debt Consolidation
SMSF Lending
Commercial Loans
Development Funding
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PROPERTY VALUATION

STEVE TANCRED
Property Valuer 
and Consultant
Prompt advice directly 
from valuer principal

FROGLEY TANCRED AND ASSOCIATES PTY LTD
Lennox Head, NSW • 0428 875 396  •  steve@frogleyvaluers.com.au
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AGENTS

Business Directory
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There’s a somewhat coherent 

assessment by local Labor 

about Mandy Nolan’s long-

running Echo column and its 

intersection with her political 

aspirations – see page 8.

Crocodile Dundee returns! 

A remarkable behind the 

scenes doco launches March 

28 at Palace Byron Bay 

Cinema. See page 7 for more.

The ACCC confirmed the obvi-

ous last week: Coles and Woo-

lies are making record profits 

and jacking prices during 

a cost-of-living crisis. Will 

Labor be bold and introduce 

meaningful competition law? 

Or are they too compromised 

by political donations? 

If only the US government 

would protect school children 

the way it protects Teslas.

BaySounds comp entrants, 

young and old, are encour-

aged to submit their original 

songs for the chance to win a 

professional recording session 

and to perform at SAE’s open 

day, broadcast by BayFM. 

Organisers say a new youth 

category has been added. 

Submissions of original com-

positions can be posted on 

the SAE website by midnight 

on June 22. To get involved 

visit sae.edu.au/baysounds.

While the government offers 

$150 energy rebates (using 

taxpayers’ money), former 

Senator Rex Patrick reckons 

the best way to reduce elec-

tricity prices (which are set 

by gas prices) is to have a gas 

reservation scheme like WA 

does. He says, ‘The govern-

ment won’t do that because 

it bows to the gas cartel’.

Unsustainable multinational 

salmon farming in Tassie 

may not only be propped up 

by federal Labor, but could 

lead to the extinction of the 

endangered Maugean Skate 

fish. Known as the ‘thylacine 

of the sea’, it was only 

discovered in 1988.

Shameless promotion: Fes-

tival of the Stone tickets are 

now available for June 14, to 

be held at Stone & Wood HQ 

at Centennial Circuit, Byron 

Bay. The lineup includes Old 

Mervs, and Josh Pyke. The 

event will again raise money 

for Byron Shire’s homeless 

hub, Fletcher Street Cottage.

Mullum’s queer family will 

host a vibrant celebration for 

Trans Day of Visibility (TDOV) 

on Saturday, March 29 at The 

Paddock Project on Argyle 

Street. There are workshops 

too – to get involved email at 

team@queerfamily.com.au.

Don’t get 
lost in the 
doomscroll...

COMMUNITY NEWS FROM BEYOND THE ALGORITHM

Advertise here in The Echo
and support local business! 
We will support you back!

22,000 copies hand delivered to 
homes and businesses every week 
and online anytime at echo.net.au

Is social media really 
working for your 
business as your 
only advertising?

If you are seeing this – just 
think – many others are too!

Create a multichannel campaign 
to reach the most people and 
different demographics 

Arts Factory Garden Bar 
Grand opening 28 March 2025

*
Featuring local acts 

The Dusties, Lila + more!

Open Monday-Saturday 
4pm Late 

Live music 
Cold beers 
Honest food

An Iconic 
Byron venue 
Reimagined

As part of Harmony Week this Saturday, Global Beats Byron Bay will be held in Byron 

Bay’s town centre. It’s a free celebration of multicultural music and dance, starting at the 

beachside Apex Park, followed by a daytime parade to the Twilight Market for the onsite 

lantern-making workshop by the Lismore lantern team. The night parade then follows 

with the lit lanterns. ‘Everyone belongs, just come and join us with your culture,’ said 

organiser Mayu Akiba. Photo Jeff ‘Hit Me With Your Rhythm Sticks’ Dawson

ZENTHAI 
SHIATSU 

RELAX, RELEASE, RECONNECT
at The Apotheca, Mullumbimby

This weekend, experience the magic of Zenthai 
Shiatsu with a session tailored to you (1hr, 1.5hr, 2hr). 

Couples & friends welcome—book together, and 
another therapist will join for a shared experience..

A special offer: 
and embrace this beautiful opportunity.

Contact Alex:

Location: 
Availability may vary—contact me for upcoming weekends.

NOCHES  NOCHES 
DEL DEL 

IMPERIOIMPERIO
...PRONTO!...PRONTO!

Tacos, margaritas, Tacos, margaritas, 
happy hour, fiesta vibes happy hour, fiesta vibes 
T hursday & Friday nights T hursday & Friday nights 

starting 27starting 27thth March March

THE EMPIRE  ~  20 Burringbar St Mullumbimby 

20% – 50% OFF
STORE WIDE

ENSPIRE FURNITURE BALLINA

enspirefurniture.com.au
15 Sheather St, Ballina
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