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Trystan and Albertine at home in Bangalow. Photo Eve Jeffery. 

Pictured right is Albie’s portrait which was selected for the Young 

Archie competition. Photo NSW Art Gallery

Paul Bibby

I t was a slightly melancholy 

selfie sent from the other side 

of the world that inspired Albie 

Eeles to paint a picture of her dad.

With her ‘papa’ sharing a picture 

while in London for work, the 

seven-year-old from Bangalow 

decided to paint his picture for a 

class project on portraiture. 

‘He was in London and I missed 

him,’ the Bangalow Primary School 

student says.

Emotions of the moment 
Not only did the painting cap-

ture the emotions of the moment, 

but it would also later capture the 

attention of the judges in the Young 

Archie competition – the junior 

version of the Archibald Prize.

The striking artwork was selected 

as a finalist for the 5–8-year-old 

category and is now proudly hanging 

in the NSW Art Gallery.

The youngster went down to 

Sydney two weeks ago to see her 

painting and was more than a little 

chuffed.

‘Excited!’ was Albie’s brief but 

energetic description of her feelings 

upon seeing her painting in the 

exhibition.

The gallery made the young 

artist and her family feel special, 

giving them free tickets to the full 

Archibald Prize exhibition and 

showing them around.

‘We’re very proud of Albie and 

very impressed by the gallery,’ 

Albie’s mum Leila says.

‘They made such a fuss of 

us – people were even asking for 

autographs.’

‘I remember when she did 

the painting I thought, “there’s 

something about this one, but 

maybe I’m just biased because I’m 

her mum”. I’m glad the judges saw 

something special too.’

Held every year in conjunction 

with the Archibald Prize, the Young 

Archie competition is judged by the 

NSW Art Gallery’s family programs 

manager, and a guest judge, based 

on merit and originality.

Save Wallum 
court battle 

T he community-led effort to 

protect a rare and endan-

gered habitat in Brunswick 

Heads from urban development is 

now in the final stages, with final 

submissions now delivered by 

both sides in the Federal Court of 

Australia.

The significant coastal wallum 

ecosystem was earmarked for devel-

opment by Clarence Property, but 

faced stiff community opposition. 

The issue divided the previous 

Council, led by former mayor, 

Michael Lyon. His casting vote in 

early 2024 enabled works to begin 

for 123 residential lots and three 

small-medium density sites.

But with community-led fundrais-

ing the Save Wallum organisation 

was able to get an interlocutory 

injunction to stop development 

works, which has been in place over 

the site since July 2024. 

Grassroots campaign 
It follows the grassroots cam-

paign, which commenced in August 

2023. 

Save Wallum spokesperson, 

Svea Pitman said, ‘After months of 

protest activity on the controversial 

site, a legal case was established by 

a pro-bono legal team consisting 

of barristers Jonathan Korman 

and Richard Reynolds, and lawyer 

Natalija Nikolić, who came together 

to champion this cause’.

A three-week trial began in 

February 2025 in the Federal Court, 

with final submissions being 

delivered on Monday, May 26 and 

Tuesday, May 27. 

‘The entire trial has been 

parent company 
endures losses 
Hans Lovejoy

With the parent company of the 

Bangalow Bowling Club, Norths, 

Collective posting a $2,585,559 loss 

last financial year, The Echo sought 

comment around the company’s 

commitment to major upgrades 

as promised, and to reassure the 

Bangalow community that their 

club is not in danger of becoming 

insolvent or being sold off.

In January 2022, the bowling 

club stopped trading briefly and 

went into voluntary administration 

owing creditors around $80,000. 

By 2023, the Bangalow commu-

nity was divided on whether Norths 

should amalgamate with the club 

after then-president, Rowan Keast, 

warned of the bowlo’s shaky finan-

cial position. 

Material uncertainty 
Apart from the $2.5m loss last 

financial year, North’s ‘current 

liabilities exceeded its current 

assets by $13,526,964’, according to 

its recent annual report. 

This in part prompted North’s 

independent auditor to conclude 

in their report (page 39) that, ‘these 

events or conditions indicate that 

a material uncertainty exists that 

may cast significant doubt on the 

company’s ability to continue as a 

going concern’.

Additionally, a recent newsletter 

from the club says they aren’t, 

‘currently in a position financially 

to commence a multi-million-dollar 

major upgrade’.

Norths CEO, Luke Simmons told 

The Echo, ‘Norths Collective held 

▶ Continued on page 3▶ Continued on page 3
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Byron Bay foreshore plans get green-light
Paul Bibby

P lans to revamp and 

restore the Byron Bay 

foreshore from Fish-

heads to the Beach Cafe are 

a step closer to reality, after 

Byron Shire Council passed 

its concept plan for the 

famous stretch last week.

After years of planning, 

debate and consultation, 

councillors unanimously 

approved the Byron Bay 
Foreshore Concept Plan at 

last week’s meeting.

Main Beach carpark 
decision deferred

While the plan remains 

silent on the future of the 

oceanfront carpark, it sets 

out several priority actions 

including badly-needed new 

amenities and a redeveloped 

playground in Apex Park, and 

a new network of accessible 

footpaths stretching the 

length of the foreshore.

‘There’s so many things 

to love about that area, but 

the consensus from many 

was that it had been loved 

to death and that we should 

enhance it,’ Byron Mayor, 

Sarah Ndiaye, said during 

last week’s meeting.

‘This is about making the 

stretch more beautiful…

better access for people with 

disabilities and for families 

… and making it more user-

friendly, open it up a bit.’

Club access raised
Unsurprisingly, the plans 

had some contentious 

elements.

The meeting heard that the 

Byron Bay Surf Lifesaving Club 

had expressed concern about 

how the redeveloped ameni-

ties block would affect their 

ability to access the beach 

in an emergency and to get 

boats to, and from, the water. 

In an effort to address this, 

councillors agreed to conduct 

a separate public exhibition 

process for the new toilet 

block once the specific design 

had been finalised.

Mayor Ndiaye also added 

a clause in a bid to minimise 

the amount of concrete 

being used for the network 

of footpaths and to limit 

the use of e-bikes in key 

pedestrian areas.

E-bike issues
‘I do have concerns just 

about the breadth of con-

crete in some areas for the 

pathways,’ Cr Ndiaye said.

‘I think what we’ve seen 

with the Lighthouse Road 

and discussions about 

that – there’s a big issue with 

people using e-bikes. 

‘My preference would be to 

push those [e-bikes] closer to 

the road area rather than the 

foreshore and perhaps have 

a look at how people use that 

space at the moment.’

While the future of the 

beachfront carpark was 

not included in the concept 

plans, it evidently remains a 

key (if not the key) compo-

nent of the foreshore from 

the public’s perspective.

Council is considering 

two main options in relation 

to the site: 1) Retaining the 

oceanfront parking while 

providing open space and 

access improvements, or 

2) Removing 80-plus car 

spaces from the beachfront 

and relocating them to a 

new multi-storey carpark 

behind the pool. In the latter 

option, the current carpark 

would become an extensive 

oceanfront green space.

Council’s consultation 

process, which included a 

survey of around 800 resi-

dents, found that each of the 

two options received around 

45 per cent support, while 

the remaining 10 per cent 

said they were ‘unsure’.

A decision on the carpark 

has been deferred until 

a decision on foreshore 

protection infrastructure 

has been made and 

further public consultation 

conducted.

At last week’s meeting 

local surf legend Rusty Miller 

added his voice to the calls for 

the carpark to remain as it is.

Surf check spot
‘My little surf check, which 

I’ve done for many years, is 

driving to the Main Beach 

parking lot, turning across in 

front of Fishheads, driving to 

the end and slowly doing a 

loop,’ Mr Miller said

‘I can tell in one slow loop 

how the surf is going. I can 

tell where the swell’s coming 

from, I can see the texture of 

the water and all the surfing 

information I need. Once I 

see that I can set my day’. 

‘I would propose that it 

all be left as-is, because I 

think it’s a very good system. 

People drive along and do a 

little circle. They don’t hang 

out, they just do a little surf 

check and move on.’ 

‘I think Byron is a happier 

place when people get to 

have their morning surf.’

Image from Byron Shire Council’s Byron Bay Foreshore Concept Plan. 

Rural residential park zoning proposed
A new zoning for low-cost 

rental housing is being 

proposed by independent 

councillor, David Warth.

Any new zoning proposal 

would need to be led at the 

state government level, and 

if adopted, would sit inside 

council’s local environment 

plans (LEP).

Cr Warth told The Echo, 

‘I have discussed this with 

other councillors and staff, 

and I will be speaking about 

it at the National General 

Assembly of Local Govern-

ment Canberra in June’.

‘Affordable, social and 

transitional housing is des-

perately needed in our Shire. 

It has proven to be extremely 

difficult to provide owing to 

the very high cost of land 

and real estate here’. 

‘Our Mayor, Sarah Ndiaye, 

is acutely aware of this, and 

with other councillors is 

looking at all options.

Outside of the box 
‘In response to the housing 

crisis, I feel there is a need to 

think well outside of the box. 

‘I am proposing a new 

land zoning: Rural Residen-

tial Park (RRP). 

‘This would be to rezone 

flood-free rural land 

outside of main centres of 

population to be turned 

into low-cost rental housing 

pegged to a viable percent-

age of weekly income. 

‘Accommodation would 

be provided with easily trans-

ported, highly cost-effective 

flat-packed modular homes 

that can be configured from 

two, up to six, bedrooms.

‘These are very attractive, 

extremely durable and func-

tional fully self-contained 

homes. They are available 

now through a local manu-

facturer, and can be erected 

in a matter of days. 

‘I would very happily 

live in one of these homes 

myself. The park would be 

landscaped and planted 

with local native trees. It 

would have its own hall for 

activities and meetings, a 

community garden and quiet 

places to just sit and relax. 

‘Regular transport to 

towns would be arranged. 

‘The houses would be 

rental only with no holiday 

letting or high season rent 

increases. The park would 

be primarily for residents 

who are working in the area 

and single mums with kids’, 

he added.

Cr Warth has provided The 
Echo with his perspective 

of his time so far on Council 

– see www.echo.net.au for 

more.

$3.5m borrowed for Bayshore 
Drive roundabout
Councillors and staff went 

into confidential session at 

last week’s meeting around 

borrowing $3,500,000 for the 

2024/25 financial year ‘for 

the purposes of roundabout 

construction at Lot 12 Bay-

shore Drive Byron Bay.’

Lot 12 Bayshore Drive is 

located at Council’s works 

depot, opposite Santos and 

Afends.

In the agenda, the min-

utes state that councillors 

have delegated authority 

to General Manager Mark 

Arnold ‘to accept a loan 

finance offer based on terms 

most favourable to Council 

on the basis of a three-year 

interest-only loan maturing 

no later than June 30, 2028’.

Staff said in their report 

that, ‘Since construction has 

commenced, the works have 

been impacted by unforeseen 

construction issues such as 

drainage and service reloca-

tions that will require a further 

$1m to complete the works. 

The works are a condition 

of the current Development 

Application (DA)’. 

‘This means Council needs 

to borrow $3.5m to complete 

the Lot 12 Bayshore Drive 

roundabout construction 

works’, they said.
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its 70th AGM last Thursday, 

where several matters were 

addressed and the Norths 

Collective’s future reassured, 

including any necessary sup-

port from banking partners’. 

‘The year-end December 

2024 financials were tabled 

and while the result was 

an improvement on 2023, 

it is not reflective of the 

performance required to 

aggressively invest in all 

properties on a group-wide 

basis immediately’. 

Mr Simmons said, ‘Post-

Covid impacts, rising costs 

in all expense areas with 

inflationary pressure have 

been a challenge added by 

the poor performance of 

diversification with several 

non-gaming ventures’.

‘The 2025 budget will see 

a return to strong profitabil-

ity, and the year-to-date May 

2025 figures have the group 

trading well ahead of its 

forecast. 2024 saw the group 

retire its involvement with 

two leased operations at 

Cheltenham and Artarmon 

in Sydney. 

Reverse equity 
‘This also saw the joint 

venture of its brewery be 

established as a reverse 

equity consideration.

‘We are thankful Mr Greg 

Nash attended the AGM 

in Sydney and put several 

questions to the meeting 

with respect to ongoing 

commitments and plans 

for major renovations as 

outlined in the MOU. 

‘The club has been upfront 

in its communication that no 

plans have been developed 

materially beyond the earlier 

concept drawings to be 

ready for further member or 

community engagement. 

‘Norths Collective has, 

however, remained com-

mitted to its support for all 

sporting organisations and 

all other aspects of the MOU 

to date. 

Taken on club debt
‘At the time of the amal-

gamation, Norths Collective 

took on over $450,000 of 

ANZ bank debt and an ATO 

debt of $220,000 the club 

held before investing over 

$250,000 in other capital 

items since that date. 

‘Norths Collective respects 

the Bangalow community 

and its love of its local club, 

and will continue to work 

with the advisory committee 

and membership on ensuring 

the sustainability and success 

of the bowlo.

‘With the replacement of 

the windows with new bifold 

doors near complete, the 

next step in maintenance 

works will see eaves and gut-

ters repaired and replaced 

and painting to continue in 

tandem’, Mr Simmons added.

Comment was sought from 

the Bangalow Bowling Club, 

but Mr Simmons told The 
Echo as CEO, he is the only 

one authorised to speak on 

behalf of the club.

live-streamed on YouTube via 

the Federal Court channel, as 

a public interest matter.

Svea said, ‘Tireless com-

munity advocacy, emotional 

and exhausting frontline 

protests, an enormous 

amount of scientific and 

planning research, and ongo-

ing fundraising, has led to 

Save Wallum’s case’. 

Ms Pitman says the case 

‘has become a symbol of 

resistance, unity, and hope 

for our future’.

Threatened species
‘The development at 15 

Torakina Road would destroy 

one of the last remaining 

wallum ecosystems in the 

Byron Shire – rare and 

precious coastal land home 

to dozens of threatened 

species, such as critically 

endangered wildlife, includ-

ing the wallum sedge frog, 

koalas, long-nosed potoroo, 

Mitchell’s rainforest snail 

and the south-eastern glossy 

black cockatoo. 

‘We have such a small 

amount of this type of 

ecology in our area left, it is 

vital we conserve it for all 

the endangered species that 

depended on the wallum for 

their survival’.

‘This Federal Court case 

challenges the legality of 

the development under the 

Environmental Protection 

Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 (EPBC Act), as there 

are numerous “Matters of 

National Environmental 

Significance” (MNES) on site. 

In this case they are the five 

federally listed threatened 

species [listed above]’. 

The court’s decision will 

be a defining moment – not 

only for Brunswick Heads, 

but for environmental 

protection across Australia. 

The outcome will showcase 

whether laws like the EPBC 

Act can truly safeguard 

biodiversity, or whether 

developers can sidestep 

them using outdated approv-

als and bureaucratic loop-

holes like being a zombie DA.

Local Bayside resident, 

Holly Galbraith, said, ‘We’ve 

heard scientists speak 

out against the ecological 

destruction, we’ve listened 

to Elders share their 

heartbreak, and we’ve seen 

children draw and paint their 

hope for the future of the 

land. We’ve witnessed grief, 

yes – but also joy, strength, 

and love. This case is just 

one chapter in a much bigger 

story: a community coming 

together to defend Country’. 

‘This community-led cam-

paign has already changed 

the landscape – socially, 

emotionally, and politically,’ 

Ms Pitman added. 

Social licence 
‘There is no social licence 

for Clarence Property to 

proceed with this needless 

destruction – on a wetland, 

no less. In a time of climate 

chaos and ecological decline, 

we’ve seen our community 

rise: gathering beneath 

300-year-old Scribbly Gums, 

standing with Elders, and 

forming powerful new alli-

ances’, Ms Pitman added. Start Your Journey To A Confident Smile Today!

02 6685 8744
www.byronbaydentureclinic.com.au

Available
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Heel pain
Custom Orthotics 
Toenail & Skin Care 
Ingrown Toenails 
Diabetes
NDIS

10/6 Marvell St, Byron Bay
02 6619 2939
northernriverspodiatry.com.au

AU 37088 Lic 246545C

PLEASE CALL 6680 9394
AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

www.artisanair.com.au

DR BARBARA 
JAMESON

Call 6685 6899
myvetbyronbay.com.au
1/70 Centennial Circuit

Brunswick Valley 
FUNERALS

Phone 6684 6232 
MULLUMBIMBY
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Wallum supporters from across the Northern Rivers made their way down to Sydney, 

including notable Indigenous knowledge-holders from across Bundjalung country. 

Photo supplied
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Byron Bay, help shape the future  
of Australian manufacturing
The TAFE NSW Manufacturing Centres of Excellence has  
a range of fully subsidised microskills courses. Learn online and 
on-demand to upskill in as little as 2 hours. Ready to be part  
of a smarter, stronger, greener future in manufacturing?

Enrol for free today

TAFE NSW Centres of Excellence 131 601

Specialising in:

 + Heavy Industry Manufacturing

 + Advanced Manufacturing

 + Net Zero Manufacturing

Top musicians return for Mullum Roots Festival
A new iteration of Mul-

lumbimby’s beloved 

music festival is set 

to debut on July 12 and 13 

as a vibrant celebration of 

live music, community, and 

creativity. 

Like the previous Mul-

lumbimby Music Festival, the 

Mullum Roots Festival will 

be held throughout various 

venues throughout the town, 

including the Civic Hall, 

Bowlo, Ex-Services Club, and 

Courthouse Hotel.

Festival Director, Lou 

Bradley, says the aim is to 

celebrate original songwrit-

ing and performance, 

featuring a diverse lineup of 

acclaimed Australian artists.

She says, ‘The festival 

aims to foster creativity and 

diversity, drawing on the 

successful model of its sister 

event, the Nimbin Roots 

Festival’.

The 2025 festival boasts a 

stellar lineup, headlined by 

The Waifs, Jeff Lang, Shane 

Howard, Emily Lubitz, JB’s 

Blues Breakers, The Versace 

Boys, The Soul Movers, 

Robert Forster, Dog Trumpet, 

Tamam Shud, Claire Anne 

Taylor, Clelia Adams, Rod 

McCormack, Felicity & Josh 

and David Bridie.

Psychedelic Sat
On Saturday, the Civic Hall 

will host a special event with 

Ellis D Fogg’s legendary light 

show, featuring performances 

from Robert Forster, Dog 

Trumpet, and Tamam Shud. 

A country-themed 

Sunday lineup includes 

Claire Anne Taylor, Clelia 

Adams, Rod McCormack, 

and Felicity & Josh.  

The Love Bus shuttle 

service will transport festival-

goers between venues.

For more info visit www.

mullumrootsfest.com.

Locally-based 10-piece band, SOUL’D, is one of the acts to perform at the upcoming 

Mullum Roots Festival. The group has been a dynamic presence in the Northern NSW 

music scene for over 19 years, and is renowned for authentically recreating the retro 

sounds of the golden era of soul and R&B music. Here, the band are pictured at the 

Rocking Horse Studios, where they spent time last week recording new promotional 

material and capturing the legacy sound of founder Steve Sax. From left: Derek Siddon, 

Joshua Booyens, Rex Carter, Jake Bryant, Maddy Monacelli, John Conley, Eddie Bray, 

Dan Brown, and Steve McLeod. Photo Eve Jeffery

Mullumbimby’s water supply revisited by councillors
Paul Bibby

Byron Shire Council is once 

again turning its attention to 

the highly contentious issue 

of how to provide Mullum-

bimby with a sustainable, 

long-term water supply.

Seven months ago, the 

newly-elected Council 

reversed an earlier decision 

by the previous Council to 

abandon the town’s reliance 

on its local weir at Lavertys 

Gap (Wilsons Creek) in favour 

of connection to the Rous 

supply which serves the rest 

of the Shire.

A majority of the new 

councillors argued that 

the process underpinning 

the decision to connect to 

Rous was methodologically 

flawed, and failed to 

properly consider the 

wishes of the community.

They voted to defer the 

decision for two years to allow 

for further investigations and 

community consultation, 

while addressing the ongoing 

risks to the Lavertys Gap weir. 

The issue of how to pro-

vide the town with reliable, 

high-quality drinking water 

certainly hasn’t gone away, 

and Council staff have now 

begun the unenviable task 

of putting together a new 

decision-making process 

that they hope will tick all 

the boxes.

Evidence-based 
recommendations 

The key goal, according 

to a report that came before 

Council last week via the 

Water and Sewer Advisory 

Committee, is to, ‘provide 

Council with evidence-based 

recommendations for 

deciding on a long-term 

water supply strategy for 

Mullumbimby’.

This process will involve 

a, ‘revised and updated 

options investigation’ 

including, ‘off-stream stor-

age and a hybrid solution 

with Lavertys Gap and Rous’.

The new decision-making 

framework will also report-

edly be informed by, ‘direct 

community input’ and, 

‘robust financial modelling’ 

– something which critics 

of the Rous decision argued 

was seriously lacking.

Actions to achieve these 

goals include community 

surveys and workshops, 

net-present-value financial 

modelling to measure 

impact of shortlisted options 

on Council and ratepayers, 

and ongoing community 

engagement to support 

transparency and shared 

understanding.

Another key difference 

between the new process 

and the previous one is the 

inclusion of a new ‘hybrid’ 

water supply option.

This new option involves 

the combined operation of 

an upgraded Lavertys Gap 

supply and Rous regional 

water supply. 

This option, which is said 

to offer, ‘enhanced water 

security and operational flex-

ibility’, may involve the down-

sizing and/or relocation of 

the Mullum water treatment 

plant to reduce risks associ-

ated with extreme weather, 

treatment performance and 

regulatory compliance.

However, staff noted that 

this option and others being 

considered, ‘may exceed 

Council’s and the commu-

nity’s capacity to fund it (via 

rate increases)’. 

This, ‘risks the long-term 

condition of water provision 

assets and levels of service to 

the community’.

Bank erosion issues 
The report noted that 

Council’s Utilities Department, 

with the support of NSW 

Public Works, was undertak-

ing actions to address bank 

erosion issues that put at risk 

the weir’s structural integrity, 

and consequently, its storage 

capacity.  

The key focus was on 

condition monitoring until 

final remediation works 

can be done.

It further noted that, 

following advice from NSW 

Health, Council staff were 

investigating, ‘operational 

controls and treatment 

process upgrades to manage 

non-compliance risks at the 

Mullumbimby water treat-

ment plant (WTP)’.  

‘These risks relate to 

the high-risk nature of the 

Wilsons Creek catchment and 

the design and end-of-life 

condition of the WTP, and 

might trigger boil water alerts 

if advised by the regulator.’ 

More information about 

the decision-making process 

for a new permanent water 

supply for Mullumbimby 

can be viewed in the agenda 

to the April 17 Water and 

Sewer Advisory Committee 

meeting. 

Conversations 
on death 
returns May 31
A free community event with a 

focus on death literacy will be 

held at The Paddock Project 

in Mullumbimby on Saturday, 

May 31, from 10am to 12pm.

Organisers of Death Con-

versations say it is part of an 

ongoing community initiative 

that fosters open, inclusive 

dialogue around death and 

dying. The upcoming session 

explores the theme ‘What Can 

We Do Ourselves?’, inviting 

participants to consider how 

they can care for loved ones 

after death at home, with 

greater agency, connection, 

and compassion.

Led by local deathwalker, 

Chi Chi Menendez, the ses-

sion aims to demystify end-

of-life care practices while 

building community knowl-

edge and confidence. RSVP to 

info@thedyingwell.com.au or 

visit www.thedyingwell.com.au 

for more information. 
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Health Care and Social Assistance

Their home. 
Your work. 
Everyone’s 
safety.

Find valuable resources at SafeWork NSW and stay  
safe in your workplace. Visit safework.nsw.gov.au.

When you deliver care and service 
in a home, that home becomes a 
workplace. Knowing work health 
and safety responsibilities protects  
you and helps deliver safer care  
to your client. 

Health Care and Social Assistance
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safety.

Find valuable resources at SafeWork NSW and stay  
safe in your workplace. Visit safework.nsw.gov.au.

When you deliver care and service 
in a home, that home becomes a 
workplace. Knowing work health 
and safety responsibilities protects  
you and helps deliver safer care  
to your client. 

No joke – Mandy quits stand-up comedy
Hans Lovejoy

T he north coast 

comedic baton, or 

more appropriately, 

a microphone, has been 

passed over, with Mandy 

Nolan saying she will retire 

from stand-up comedy.

Yet Mandy fans need not 

fret, she says she will con-

tinue to MC fundraisers, facil-

itate and chair corporate/

community events, deliver 

keynotes and continue her 

speaker training. 

She told The Echo, ‘I have 

performed as a stand-up 

comedian for 40 years, but 

feel like it’s time to reinvent 

myself. There’s only so long 

you can expose your failings 

to a group of people in a pub. 

I was literally running out of 

failings. And I have a lot!’

She added, ‘Part of 

teaching and mentoring is 

about legacy, and it’s about 

handing on to other people to 

continue to build. It feels right 

to hand the baton on to Ellen 

Briggs’.

It’s a big change for 

Mandy, who recently ran 

unsuccessfully for the 

Richmond federal seat as a 

Greens candidate. 

She came a close second 

to Labor incumbent Justine 

Elliot by 3,517 votes. 

Mandy has vowed to run 

again in 2028. 

Ellen takes on 
comedy course, all 
comedy gigs

Comedian Ellen Briggs 

will not only take on Man-

dy’s comedy course, but all 

her comedy gigs from Tweed 

to Ballina, and everywhere 

in between.

Ellen is no stranger to the 

stage, having performed with 

Mandy, as well as her own 

shows, for over a decade.  

She told The Echo, ‘Sadly, 

our comedy duo, ‘Women 

Like Us’, is over.

As for Mandy’s legendary 

comedy course, Ellen quips 

that they are tall shoes to fill. 

She says, ‘It’s such a 

popular course, mainly 

because many people were 

prepared to pay money to 

hang out with Mandy!’

‘Not everyone does it for 

comedy or to be a stand-up. 

Sometimes it’s on a bucket 

list, or a way to improve 

public speaking and gain 

confidence’, says Ellen.

Spaces available
There’s still a few spaces 

available for the course, 

which will be held at the 

Byron College on Monday 

nights, from 6pm to 9pm, 

running from June 3 to 24, 

then the show on July 1.

Mandy Nolan and Ellen Briggs. Photo Eve Jeffery

Millions at ‘economic development’ 

Hans Lovejoy 

Fifteen small-to-medium 

businesses and three local 

councils in flood-impacted 

towns and villages across 

the Northern Rivers are set 

to share in more than $9.2 

million worth of grants, says 

the NSW Reconstruction 

Authority (RA).

As a government-run 

corporation, they are tasked 

with rebuilding flood-

affected areas of the state. 

In a recent media release, 

the RA said the Towns and 

Villages Resilient Business 

Activation Program assisted 

with the refurbishment of 

the Lismore REDinc Hub, 

revitalising Ballina’s CBD 

on the corner of River and 

Martin Streets, and street tree 

replacement and beautifica-

tion of Murwillumbah CBD’s 

streetscape.

ReForest Now to get 
new home

Only one Byron Shire 

project was awarded funds – 

not-for-profit regen company 

ReForest Now will get a new 

home with the funds.

According to www.

reforestnow.org.au, the team 

undertakes logistics around 

rainforest regeneration with 

public and private landown-

ers. Work includes camphor 

drilling, tree planting, main-

tenance, administration, and 

maintaining a nursery and 

seed collections.

ReForest Now’s website 

says, ‘We grow over 130,000 

rainforest trees and plants per 

year, of 233 varieties. Our pro-

fessional seed collectors have 

a strong focus on species and 

genetic diversity, with priority 

for those that are threatened 

with extinction’. 

Given Byron Council did 

not receive any funding under 

the grant, The Echo asked why. 

Council staff told The Echo 

they submitted an expres-

sions of interest (EOI) under 

the Authority’s Northern 

Rivers Towns and Villages 

Business Activation Program 

back in 2024.

‘We applied for funding 

for improvements to the 

Federal village main street 

intersection and footpath. 

Unfortunately, the impacts 

from the Federal Drive land-

slip were not considered a 

direct impact on the village.

‘We reported to Council 

in Dec 2024 that we were 

unsuccessful’.
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Did you know bowel 
cancer is the second 
biggest cancer killer 
in Byron and Ballina?

Aged 45–74?
DoTheTest.com.au

Cr Jack Dods responds to 
large Myocum DA debacle 
Hans Lovejoy

T here appears a never-

ending cascade of 

bungling and improper 

process around a significant 

Development Application 

(DA) that, if approved, will 

considerably impact around 

13,000 daily traffic move-

ments on Mullumbimby 

Road, which runs from the 

town to Uncle Tom’s. 

As previously reported, DA 

10.2023.454.1 – a 38 large-lot 

exclusive estate, located at 

53 McAuleys Lane – has faced 

numerous issues and gaffes 

in process. Submissions 

closed last week. 

Council staff admit they 

intervened on behalf of the 

developers around land 

acquisition on the busy and 

dangerous intersection, yet 

deny the favourable treat-

ment was improper. 

Representing 
developers

A new aspect that has 

come to light is the way in 

which now deputy mayor, 

Jack Dods, handled his role 

representing the developers 

at the time.

While he was not a coun-

cillor at that time, he appears 

to have had a pecuniary 

interest now as a councillor, 

given he submitted the DA on 

behalf of one of the develop-

ers, John Callahan, who was 

his mother’s partner.

And while Cr Dods vigor-

ously denies any allegation 

of improper conduct and 

says all requirements are 

being met around transpar-

ency, the issue of whether he 

followed correct procedure 

when it came to community 

consultation around such a 

large DA remains in question.  

Large DAs almost always 

include comprehensive com-

munity consultation reports, 

where all neighbours are 

afforded to be involved with 

the process. As such, it can 

lead to better outcomes with 

developers adopting the 

feedback.   

Consultation? 
The Echo asked Cr Dods, 

‘You previously told The Echo 
in December 2024 that as 

lead designer for this DA you 

gave neighbours a “courtesy 

call on 07/12/23”.’ 

‘How does a “courtesy 

call” fall into the definition of 

consultation? The residents 

say the call was to only 

advise the DA had been 

lodged (and that they had 

not been consulted)’. 

In reply, Cr Dods criticised 

the objectors.

It was put to Cr Dods 

that he did not contact the 

neighbours at all prior to 

the DA being lodged, apart 

from the neighbour initially 

requesting that they be part 

of the process. No reply was 

provided by Cr Dods when 

that was put to him.

He did say however, ‘I’m 

not opposed to community 

consultation in any way. In 

fact, I had a pleasant meet-

ing with representatives from 

Mevlana, the southern neigh-

bour, to discuss how the 

ecological restoration plans 

might connect with theirs, 

and how recreational paths 

between the two properties 

might be connected’. 

The Echo also asked, 

‘There was no community 

consultation report with 

the original DA, which is 

standard practice with large 

DAs. As lead consultant 

representing the applicants 

for the original DA, did you 

fulfil Council’s requirements 

around consultation?’

He replied, ‘It is my under-

standing this DA did not 

meet the prescribed require-

ments for a pre-lodgement 

consultation report’. 

‘Only subdivisions 

over 50 lots are required 

to lodge a consultation 

report, as is clearly stated 

on Council’s website: 

(www.byron.nsw.gov.au/

Development-Business/

Development-Applications/

Development-Guidelines-

Tools/Property-Develop-

ment-Guidelines). There was 

no requirement to consult 

with the neighbour you 

reference’. 

Development 
Despite his claim, it 

appears the dot point above 

the ‘50 lots’ on the website 

refers to an automatic 

referral to the Northern 

Regional Planning Panel 

(NRPP), who are the consent 

authority. 

This DA, while proposing 

less than 50 lots, was a Com-

munity Significant Develop-

ment and therefore requires 

pre-lodgement community 

consultation. 

At the time of lodgement, 

it wasn’t recognised that the 

DA had to go to NRPP, which 

appears one of the many 

mistakes made by Council 

staff and the applicants.

Deputy Mayor, Jack Dods

Former mayor attacks current 
mayor over performance
Hans Lovejoy

Last week’s Council debate – 

around whether the deputy 

mayor should be provided 

with an income sourced from 

the mayor’s own pay-packet 

– descended into attacks on 

the performance of the cur-

rent mayor, Sarah Ndiaye, by 

former mayor, Michael Lyon.

Both were mentored by 

the mayor before them, 

Simon Richardson.

At the last Council elec-

tion, Cr Lyon ran again for 

mayor while facing domestic 

violence charges, which were 

later dismissed. He came last 

on the mayoral ballot, yet 

retained a seat on Council.

Cr Lyon began his speech 

by acknowledging that Cr 

Ndiaye was utilising her 

resources well with deputy 

mayor, Jack Dods. 

‘But I think he needs to be 

recognised for that’. 

Acknowledging that, ‘Jack 

has no idea I am doing this’, 

Cr Lyon listed, ‘some of the 

things I have noticed that 

Jack has done’.

 ‘If I was asking that of my 

deputy, as mayor, I would 

reward that’.  

Cr Lyon then heaped 

praised on Cr Dods as a, ‘new 

councillor’, saying he has 

been, ‘outstanding’ in his role.

He said, ‘I feel partly 

responsible, because [Jack] 

didn’t even want to run [for 

Council] until I imploded 

[during the campaign]’. 

Mayor Ndiaye spoke 

against Cr Lyon’s motion, and 

said the original proposal to 

pay the deputy mayor came 

from Cr Lyon himself, and 

that when she was deputy 

mayor, Cr Lyon promised 

her an extra $5,000 from his 

salary, but then reneged.

She said, ‘I said at the 

time make it $3,000. I was 

doing a lot around that time 

[as deputy mayor],’ she 

said, ‘and then you stopped 

including me in [Council busi-

ness] when you knew I was 

going to run for mayor’.

‘I agree with what you say 

about Jack. One of my first 

conversations with him was 

around whether he needed, 

or wanted to be, remuner-

ated for the deputy mayor 

role, and he said he didn’t. 

I am willing to consider it.  I 

can’t afford to renumerate 

him $10,000 out of my wage’. 

She then read a letter she 

sent to the Office of Local 

Government (OLG) outlining 

the financial pressures that 

councillors are under. 

Cr Ndiaye moved the 

staff recommendation as a 

foreshadowed motion which 

adopts new wages for coun-

cillors at $27,860 pa. 

The mayor will receive 

$68,800. Additionally, 

Council ‘continues to lobby 

for a separate category for 

payment to the deputy 

mayor role’. 

Greens Cr Michelle Lowe 

then told the chamber that 

as a high school teacher, ‘I 

am sorry to say, Sarah, but I 

get paid more than you’. 

‘I agree none of us get 

paid enough, and absolutely 

the deputy mayor should get 

a wage’.

She then said ‘Jack is 

doing a wonderful job’, 

adding she was incredibly 

grateful to not just him for 

the guidance, but to Cr Lyon 

and Labor’s Cr Asren Pugh, as 

well as the mayor.   

‘But I must say, it is a little 

distressing to be working in 

a workplace where there is 

politicking in the meeting. I 

just wish it wasn’t a thing’.

Past glossed over
In his right of reply, Cr 

Lyon sought to gloss over 

past agreements with Cr 

Ndiaye, and after he was 

corrected around timelines 

of the previous Council by 

Cr Ndiaye, Cr Lyon said, ‘My 

main point is that I didn’t 

delegate anything to you [as 

deputy mayor]’. 

‘There was maybe one 

time. You are delegating 

a significant workload to 

someone who has had to 

take a paycut’.

Cr Lyon was the only 

one who voted for his own 

motion.

Cr Ndiaye told the cham-

ber: ‘This was humiliating, it 

was rude, unprofessional and 

disgraceful. He can’t even be 

bothered listening’. 

‘To put me into that posi-

tion, especially with so many 

facts wrong about the past… 

Shame on you, shame on you 

Cr Lyon’.

He then interrupted with, 

‘I thought this item was 

passed?’, which it wasn’t. 

Cr Dods finally chipped 

in, and said Cr Lyon’s motion 

was ‘somewhat of a stunt’. 

Current mayor Sarah Ndiaye Former mayor, Michael Lyon
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The Echo isn’t a multinational, or even interstate-based, media group that 

employs a couple of locals for each publication and does the minimum 

necessary to send maximum profits out of our area. Why? Because we’re not 

smart enough. We haven’t even set up as a NFP to reduce the tax we pay. 

The fact that last year we gave more money back to this community than we 

gained from advertising is due solely to financial mismanagement – basically 

we employ far too many local people.

Supporting local 
businesses keeps 
the local economy 
circular and strong.

We pay 25 employees every week, more than double that if you include 

all the contract columnists, IT people, the 20-odd distributors and so on. 

And annoyingly, even though no-one at The Echo gets paid a lot, we can’t get 

them to resign and find a job elsewhere.

So, if you’re a local business that would like to make a direct contribution to 

your local economy, and loves being part of a lively and engaged community 

with access to accurate news and information, advertise with The Echo!

Losers supporting locals

KEEPING THE HYPE OUT OF HYPERLOCAL SINCE 1986
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Specialising In:
Workers Compensation Claims
Motor Vehicle Accident Claims

Public Liability Claims
Superannuation Claims

Contact our experienced
Personal Injury Lawyers

for a FREE initial consultation

NO WIN, NO FEEJOSH MCKAY
Special Counsel

INJURED IN BYRON BAY, BALLINA
& THE NORTHERN RIVERS?

1/19-21 Centennial Circuit
Byron Bay NSW 2481

02 5643 9240

You may be entitled to compensation

Art collective exhibits at Coorabell Hall June 13
A small art collective that has 

been painting together for 

the last year is preparing to 

exhibit.

Artist Karina Mereki 

told The Echo, ‘We have 

our very first art exhibition 

coming up at Coorabell Hall, 

showcasing the work of the 

collective, over the past 12 

months’. 

She says the three-day 

exhibition at Coorabell Hall 

starts with a big opening 

night on Friday, June 13 

from 5pm, and will continue 

until June 15. Weekend open 

times are from 12pm.

Pre-sales can be seen on 

the Coorabell Hall Facebook 

page. 

Lennox Head tree planting day, June 6

T he Lennox community 

is invited to roll up 

their sleeves and help 

restore the iconic Lennox 

Headland at the 20th annual 

Lennox Head Community 

Tree Planting Day on Friday, 

June 6 from 9am to 12pm.

It’s organised by Ballina 

Shire Council and GeoLINK. 

They say, ‘This year marks 

a major milestone, two 

decades since the partnership 

between Council and GeoLINK 

began, with a shared vision to 

return native littoral rainforest 

to the iconic headland’.

‘Since the inaugural 

planting in 2003, when just 

20 volunteers came together 

to plant 140 seedlings, the 

event has flourished into a 

well-loved community tradi-

tion. To date, more than 1,650 

volunteers have planted over 

13,000 native seedlings’.

Ballina Shire Council’s 

Natural Resource Officer, 

James Brideson, said the 

event is a testament to what 

long-term community action 

can achieve.

‘Each year, the local 

community come together 

to regenerate this precious 

coastal environment, helping 

to restore what was once pre-

sent pre-1800s. What started 

as a small-scale project has 

grown. We’ve now planted 

over 13,000 trees and covered 

over seven hectares,’ said Mr 

Brideson.

‘We could not have done 

this without the schools, busi-

nesses and local volunteers 

who show up year after year 

to contribute their time and 

energy to restoring this spe-

cial place,’ added Mr Brideson.

Ballina Council say, ‘The 

annual event also marks 

World Environment Day, 

making it a fitting opportunity 

for locals to take direct action 

for the planet, close to home.

Participants are asked to 

park at Pat Morton Lookout 

and walk up the headland 

and follow the signs. Sun 

protection and closed-in 

shoes are a must, and 

participants are encouraged 

to bring digging tools if they 

have them.

Council will provide native 

seedlings, mulch, water, and 

some planting tools. 

Free barbecue 
A free barbecue and 

refreshments will also be 

available, thanks to the gen-

erous support of the Lennox 

Head business community 

and local volunteer groups.

Lack of progress on Stolen Generations 
highlighted during Reconciliation Week
It’s National Reconciliation 

Week, which commemorates 

two significant milestones 

in the reconciliation journey 

with First Nations’ mob – the 

successful 1967 referendum, 

and the High Court Mabo 

decision respectively.

According to www.

reconciliation.org.au, ‘The 

National Reconciliation Week 

(NRW) 2025 theme, ‘Bridging 

Now to Next’, reflects the 

ongoing connection between 

past, present and future’.

‘Bridging Now to Next calls 

on all Australians to step for-

ward together, to look ahead 

and continue the push forward 

as past lessons guide us’.

With National Sorry Day 

on May 26, The Healing 

Foundation said in a media 

statement that the day 

is about honouring 

survivors and marks the 

tabling of the Bringing 
Them Home report. 

‘In 1997, the report 

first shared Australia’s 

Stolen Generations 

history with the nation, 

and made a series of recom-

mendations to address 

the damaging impacts. 

Twenty-eight years on, only 

six per cent of these recom-

mendations have been fully 

implemented’.

Removal of children
The Stolen Generations 

refers to the Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander children 

who were forcibly removed 

from their families and com-

munities by government agen-

cies, churches, and welfare 

bodies under official policies. 

The practice occurred from 

the mid-1800s through to the 

1970s, with the most wide-

spread removals happening 

between 1910 and 1970.

The Healing Foundation 

are a national body call-

ing for an ‘urgent healing 

package for ageing Stolen 

Generations survivors, saying 

“we cannot wait another 

generation”.’

The Healing Foundation’s 

Chairperson, Professor Steve 

Larkin, highlighted the impor-

tance of Sorry Day commemo-

rations and education, but 

said more action was sorely 

needed for ageing survivors.

‘Many survivors have 

already passed away, without 

seeing justice for themselves 

or their families’, Professor 

Larkin said.

‘Even the youngest 

survivors are ageing now, 

with most eligible for aged 

care. Yet they are facing a 

system that can re-trigger the 

trauma of being placed in an 

institution as a child.

Underfunded 
‘The organisations which 

tirelessly support survivors 

are severely under-

funded and struggle 

to retain talented and 

dedicated staff due 

to insufficient and 

uncertain funding.

‘We are calling 

for minimum five-

year operational funding 

for Stolen Generations 

organisations to provide 

urgently needed healing, 

reunions, records support, 

social and emotional 

wellbeing assistance and 

to fund new models of 

workforce development,’ 

Professor Larkin said. 

The Healing Foundation’s 

CEO Shannan Dodson urged 

all those with a responsibility 

to support Stolen Genera-

tions survivors to act without 

delay.

Dodson added, ‘Stolen 

Generations survivors have 

been through so much. 

Many suffered abuse in care, 

on top of the trauma of 

being separated from their 

families. They have seen how 

their trauma has affected 

their families. They deserve 

justice’.

Locally, Reconciliation Week 2025 is being celebrated by the 

Sisters for Reconciliation (Northern Rivers) by giving $1,000 

to an organisation called Country as Teacher. Co-organiser 

Bronwyn Sindel said the not-for-profit cultural program 

has a curriculum designed by Bundjalung educators, 

where Aboriginal youth leaders learn directly from Country 

through the wisdom of their Elders. For more info visit 

countryasteacher.org. Pictured is Savannah Campbell 

receiving the cheque from Bronwyn. Photo supplied

A tree planter from the 2024 tree planting day. Photo GeoLINK

‘Many survivors have already 
passed away, without seeing 

justice for themselves or 

– The Healing Foundation

Maggie, Rose holding Harvey, Karina, Cass holding Henry, 

Elaine, and Farah. Photo supplied
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NORPA (Northern Rivers 

Performing Arts) will soon 

have a new creative hub in 

Lismore’s CBD. 

Called The Joinery, it is 

located at the old Hampton 

and Larsson factory, and 

according to NORPA, ‘will 

provide the region’s premier 

performing arts company 

with a permanent home and 

a vibrant cultural space for 

the Northern Rivers.’ 

A significant contribution 

to the first phase of The 

Joinery’s development has 

been secured through the 

Northern Rivers Towns and 

Villages Resilient Business 

Activation Program (see page 

5), enabling initial repairs 

and restoration of major ser-

vices to the historic factory.  

NORPA says, ‘This phase 

gives NORPA office and tem-

porary rehearsal spaces; and 

an important step towards 

the building’s transforma-

tion into the flood-resilient 

cultural facility NORPA is 

envisioning for its future’.  

NORPA Chair, Damian 

Kassabgi says, ‘Repairing 

and utilising this building is a 

vital step in NORPA’s return to 

Lismore and a powerful act 

of cultural renewal’. 

‘Most importantly it gives 

NORPA and our artistic com-

munity a home’.

Libby Lincoln, NORPA’s 

Executive Director says, ‘The 

development of The Joinery 

will be ongoing for several 

years, and this is just the 

beginning’.  

‘We are so grateful to 

our old and new friends, 

partners, community, and 

collaborators who are on the 

journey with us. 

‘There is still so much 

to achieve, so we hope the 

vision continues to inspire’.

Creative spaces in the 

Northern Rivers region are 

ranked as the cultural sector’s 

most urgent need in a newly-

released report, Who Are We, 

by Arts Northern Rivers. It 

calls for investment in afford-

able and accessible venues for 

making and presenting work. 

With funding support 

from the NSW government 

and philanthropic partners, 

NORPA says it is now within 

reach of its goal to secure 

a home. NORPA invites the 

community to be part of the 

region’s future and help bring 

The Joinery to life. 

Donate at www.norpa.org.

au/a-new-home.

LOVE DOGS? 
LOVE CUDDLES?
There’s been a bit of a shuffle behind the scenes, with new 
committee members bringing fresh energy and exciting 
plans to the rescue! We’re gearing up for some pawsome 
fundraisers, heartwarming events, and new ways to connect 
with our incredible community.

WE NEED YOU!
Byron Dog Rescue is 
calling all dog lovers!
If you’re passionate about pups and want to make a real 
difference, we’d love your help. Whether it’s offering 
a temporary home or lending a hand in our Op Shop, 
you can change a dog’s life!

FOSTER CARE HEROES WANTED
Can’t commit to owning a dog? Fostering is the perfect win-win! 
Maxi, and most of our dogs are currently searching for their 
loving foster (or forever!) home. Help him and others feel safe, 
loved, and ready for their next chapter…

OP SHOP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Not able to foster? No problem! Join our incredible team at the CAWI Op Shop in Brunswick 
Heads. Every shift volunteered and every item sold helps fund our vital rescue work.

STAY IN THE LOOP
Subscribe to our newsletter to hear all about 
our upcoming adventures, success stories, 
and how you can get involved. 

Every dog deserves a fresh start – 
help us make it happen in Byron Shire.

GET INVOLVED TODAY:
Op Shop: 0492 861 905
Rescue Officer: 0458 461 935
Email:  cawidogs2483@gmail.com
Janine, Committee: 0413 274 437

Ziggy

Maxi

Hermut

byrondogrescue.org

A local alcoholic addict 

in recovery is making 

waves in the men’s 

mental health space. 

RJ Menzies told The Echo
he spent over ten years in 

the grips of alcohol and drug 

addiction. 

‘First it was fun, then it 

was fun with consequences, 

then it was only conse-

quences’, recalls RJ. 

‘Addiction can be 

described as the gradual 

narrowing of things that 

bring you joy. As a 

young man growing 

up in Australia, binge 

drinking was very 

normalised. 

‘Over time, recreational 

party drugs like methylen-

edioxymethamphetamine 

(MDMA) entered my life. 

‘While the argument 

whether addiction is genetic 

or a circumstance of one’s 

environment rages on, the 

real issue for me was simply 

wanting to stop while being 

unable to.

‘All of the typical things 

that happen to a young man 

in addiction happened to 

me. Run-ins with the law, 

relationship breakdowns, 

financial instability, lack of 

purpose and physical injury. 

‘One day I was snow-

boarding while on a bender, 

I tore the ACL ligament in my 

knee and headed straight to 

the operating table. 

‘Six months later, I was 

arrested for high-range drink 

driving’.

RJ says he then went to 

rehab. ‘Although in my mind, 

I wasn’t an alcoholic’. 

‘Denial is a key ingredient 

of addiction’. 

At 28 years old, he said a 

life of complete abstinence 

from all mind-altering 

substances (including weed) 

seemed completely unat-

tainable for him

‘Without a proper 

commitment to recovery, 

a relapse was inevitable’, 

he said. 

He said, ‘Finally I got sick 

and tired of being sick and 

tired. So with the help of 

various recovery support 

groups, I managed to put 

it all behind me at age 

29, which is now over five 

years ago’.

‘All the typical things 

that happen to a young 

man in recovery happened 

to me. At first it was tough. 

Eventually, I got my life back, 

my ambition, my will 

to live and my self 

respect. I forged a new 

career in the mental 

health industry. I 

have run a marathon. 

I got my licence back, and 

I bought a big shiny 4x4. 

These days I don’t even 

flinch when I see cops!

‘I have found my purpose 

in spreading the message of 

addiction to the addict who 

still suffers’. 

RJ says he has presented 

recovery talks at hospitals, 

detox centres and even 

prisons. 

He is offering a free addic-

tion counselling session to 

anyone who thinks they may 

have this problem. Please 

reach out to him at back-

ofbyron99@gmail.com.

‘I am currently making 

steps to open my own sober-

living facility. 

‘I’m determined to change 

the drinking culture for men 

in this country, including the 

stigma around addiction and 

recovery’, says RJ.

RJ Menzies. Photo supplied

The old Hampton and Larsson factory in central Lismore. 

Photo supplied

‘I have found my purpose in 
spreading the message of addiction 

– RJ Menzies
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Torres Strait 8’s 
open letter to 
the PM

The ‘Torres Strait 8’ made 

legal history in 2022 

after the United Nations 

Human Rights Committee 

found that the Australian 

Government is violating its 

human rights obligations 

to them through climate 

change inaction. They, along 

with Queensland’s Anglican 

archbishop Jeremy Greaves, 

sent an open letter calling 

upon the prime minister 

to witness the devastating 

impacts of climate change 

on Masig Island.

Man dies after 
car found in 
floodwaters north 
of Coffs Harbour

A man’s body has been 

found in a car in floodwaters 

north-west of Coffs Harbour, 

after a passing motorist saw 

his vehicle about 4.30am on 

Friday.

Lismore Council 
draft budget with 
rate rise up for 
feedback

The Lismore City Council 

says it will invest nearly $245 

million in improvements to 

capital infrastructure next 

financial year, if a current 

draft budget is approved.

80 charges against 
a man in Coffs 
Harbour

A man will face court 

charged with more than 80 

offences relating to break, 

enter and steal offences 

alleged to have occurred in 

the Coffs Harbour area.

Cops clamping 
down on PMDs

Gold Coast Highway Patrol 

continue to conduct 

targeted policing operations 

aimed at addressing 

dangerous behaviour and 

non-compliance amongst 

personal mobility devices 

(PMDs), e-scooters and 

e-bike users across the city.

GPs to be offered 
extra ADHD training

People seeking diagnosis of 

and treatment for attention-

deficit hyperactivity disorder 

(ADHD) will soon be able 

to access support from 

their general practitioners 

(GPs) in NSW, the state 

government says.

The M-Arts Precinct in Murwil-

lumbah will be the venue for 

a powerful and heart-opening 

evening of true stories told 

live on stage. ‘Birth Stories 

on Stage’ features 13 local 

women sharing their experi-

ences of giving birth – raw, 

real, and unforgettable.

Birth educator, Sali 

McIntyre, says the topic of 

birth may not resonate with 

everyone, but it is very rel-

evant to everybody’s health 

and wellbeing. 

‘About 1 in 4 women 

report experiencing some 

form of birth trauma from 

their birth experience.

‘Many women may find 

themselves reflecting on 

their own birth stories when 

they read about others’ 

experiences,’ she says.

‘As a birth educator, my 

enduring passion is to edu-

cate and empower women 

and their partners with 

the information they need 

to prepare for their birth 

experience.

‘Each story offers a 

glimpse into the mystery, 

intensity, and transformation 

of birth. With laughter, tears, 

and courage, these women 

bring the power of storytell-

ing to the stage – one that 

honours birth as a rite of 

passage and a deeply human 

experience. One that we 

hope will inspire women to 

trust their bodies and their 

innate ability to give birth 

without unnecessary medi-

cal interventions.

Women involved include 

local mothers, grandmothers 

and birth workers telling 

their story. The hope is that 

Birth Stories on Stage will 

lead to an annual event.

Tickets are $40 and 

include food and drink. All 

proceeds support the upcom-

ing Birth Wellness Festival, a 

community-led event to be 

held in September. 

Birth Stories on Stage is 

on Wednesday, June 18, at 

5pm – tickets are available at 

humanitix.com.

Expanded services for trauma and DV
WORTH (Women’s Outreach 

Trauma Health) funding may 

be concluding at the end 

of June, but the Northern 

Rivers Women and Children’s 

Services Inc. (NORWACS) 

is expanding its essential 

outreach services for women 

across the Northern Rivers.

‘Since 2022, the WORTH 

program has delivered 

trauma-informed support 

to women across the region, 

with strong outcomes in 

trauma recovery, domestic 

and family violence (DFV) 

support, and community 

resilience. Evaluated 

by Gender and Disaster 

Australia, the program 

has been a vital part of 

post-flood recovery,’ said 

NORWACS in a media 

release. 

What are the 
services?

They are looking at 

expanded services through-

out the region that include: 

• Outreach services for 

domestic and family violence 

specialist support, case man-

agement, counselling, and 

women’s wellbeing groups.

• Extended hours at 

NORWACS’ Lismore site (60 

Uralba Street), now open five 

days a week 9am to 4.30pm.

• Trauma counselling 

every Thursday at Mullum-

bimby & District Neighbour-

hood Centre.

• DFV specialist support 

every Monday at the Mullum-

bimby & District Neighbour-

hood Centre

‘WORTH has been a 

lifeline for many women 

since the 2022 floods. We’re 

proud to carry that legacy 

forward through expanded 

outreach and new partner-

ships,’ said Emma Siegel, 

NORWACS representative 

and manager of the Lismore 

Women’s Health and 

Resource Centre.

These services are made 

possible through strong part-

nerships with local organisa-

tions from Murwillumbah to 

Kyogle and Coraki.

Funding is provided 

through NSW Health.

North Coast News

Gallery grounds to come alive for picnic and paint out
Tweed Regional Gallery is 

inviting art lovers to pack a 

picnic, roll out a picnic rug 

and enjoy a creative after-

noon with family and friends 

at the gallery’s annual Com-

munity Picnic & Artist Paint 

Out on Sunday, 29 June, 

from 2pm to 5 pm.

Held in the picturesque 

grounds of the gallery, this 

popular free event offers 

something for everyone – 

from hands-on art activities 

and artist demonstrations to 

live music and scenic inspira-

tion from the surrounding 

landscape.

A much-loved 

Gallery Director Ingrid 

Hedgcock said the event 

had become a much-loved 

fixture on the region’s arts 

calendar.

‘The gallery picnic has 

become a hugely popular 

celebration of creativity, 

community and connection,’ 

Ms Hedgcock said. ‘It’s a joy 

to see people of all ages and 

abilities making art together 

in this beautiful setting – 

whether they’re professional 

artists or simply picking up 

the tools for the first time.’

Art in nature
Artists of all levels 

are invited to bring their 

materials and work en plein 
air1 (French for ‘painting 

outdoors’) with spectacular 

views of Wollumbin/Mount 

Warning and the Tweed River 

as their muse.

Guest artist Hobie Porter 

will create new work on site 

in response to the stunning 

landscape that surrounds 

the gallery space, and will 

be available throughout the 

afternoon to chat with visi-

tors and share insights into 

his practice.

For the whole family
Families and children 

can get creative too, with 

free painting and drawing 

activities led by local artist 

Jason King and a weaving 

workshop guided by artist 

Kyra Togo, offering an oppor-

tunity to explore cultural 

connections to place through 

art and storytelling.

The afternoon will be 

soundtracked by a lineup of 

live music, starting with folk 

storyteller CJ Shaw (2pm 

to 3:30pm), followed by the 

soulful sounds of Rachel by 

the Stream (3:30pm to 5pm).

Tweed Regional Gal-

lery says no bookings are 

required – simply bring 

your own picnic, a blanket 

and your creative spirit for 

this inspiring afternoon of 

art, music and community 

connection.

Pack your picnic blanket! Tweed Regional Gallery’s Annual Community Picnic & Artist Paint 

Out is on Sunday, 29 June, from 2pm to 5 pm. Photo Kate Holmes

Celebrating National Reconciliation Week in Tweed
How we recognise the past, 

live the present, and move 

into the future determines 

our opportunities and fail-

ures, and this year’s National 

Reconciliation Week (NRW) 

theme, ‘Bridging Now to 

Next’ reflects those opportu-

nities for all Australians.

Bridging Now to Next, 

invites all Australians to 

reflect on the past, engage 

with the present, and work 

together to shape a recon-

ciled future. It calls us to 

build stronger connections 

and push forward, together. 

Tweed Shire Council (TSC) 

are celebrating Reconciliaton 

Week from Tuesday, 27 May 

to Tuesday, 3 June, with a 

week of exhibitions, cultural 

activities and community 

events.

A timely reminder
‘This year’s theme, Bridg-

ing Now to Next, is a timely 

reminder that reconciliation 

isn’t just about remembering 

the past – it’s about taking 

meaningful steps forward 

together to create stronger 

community bonds,’ said  

Naomi Searle, Director Sus-

tainable Communities and 

Environment at TSC.

‘Council remains commit-

ted to walking alongside our 

First Nations communities, 

listening, learning, and 

embedding reconciliation 

into everything we do. We 

proudly build on the strong 

foundation of trust and open 

communication established 

by our Aboriginal Advisory 

Committee over the past 30 

years, and we thank them for 

their continued generosity in 

sharing cultural knowledge 

for the benefit of our entire 

community.’

More information, visit 

gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au/

exhibitions.

Photo Tree Faerie

‘Birth Stories on Stage’ sharing 
the experiences of birth
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Byron Bay marchers cry ‘Let aid 
into Gaza’ as war continues
Harsha Prabhu

A heartfelt procession 

of people took to the 

streets of Byron Bay 

on Saturday, in solidarity 

with the suffering people of 

Gaza via the state of Israel 

and its backers, the US.

They walked in single file 

from Railway Park to the 

Main Beach, chanting ‘Let aid 

into Gaza right now.’

The walk was an initiative 

of Northern Rivers Friends of 

Palestine.

Irish musician, Áine Tyr-

rell, who led the chants, said, 

‘This is an opportunity for us 

to express all the grief that 

we are witnessing’. 

‘I just don’t think it’s good 

for our hears, our brains, our 

souls, to not be able to pro-

cess all that we are seeing. 

‘When we march, we are 

marching in protest, with 

that kind of fire. This is really 

more to touch in and feel, to 

let other people around us 

feel our grief… so that they 

can feed into that as well. 

‘That’s what the Caio-

neadh, the keening women, 

would do. And everyone 

would walk behind them to 

feel those feelings together.’

Collective sorrow 
Áine was referencing an 

ancient Irish tradition, a cry 

of collective sorrow from the 

heart. The walkers cried: ‘Let 

aid into Gaza, we demand, 

we demand,’ a cry that 

echoed through the streets 

of Byron Bay, providing food 

for thought to the people 

in the cafes, surprising the 

shoppers, and magically 

meshing with the music of 

the odd busking band. 

Many of the participants 

had tears in their eyes.

The evening’s memo-

rial ended with a circle at 

Main Beach and a Māori 

invocation to the spirits by 

Rangimarie Ferguson. 

She sang Māori folk hymn: 

Aio Ke te Aorangi (peace to 

the universe). 

The cry flew like an eagle 

to the top of the Norfolk 

Pines that guarded the park 

at the beach. Like sentinels 

at a sacred ceremony, it 

soared into the night sky. 

Let aid into Gaza right 

now!

PHOTO BOOTHPHOTO BOOTH

Servicing your area

NO RENTAL FEES

100% Independent,
local family owned

Free Call: 1300  727 013
swapabottle@bigpond.com

swapabottlegas.com

Now personally delivering 
in the local area from our 

Murwillumbah depot.

S

lo

High School Counsellor
Commencing June 10, 2025

Monday to Friday 8.30am–3.30pm (Term time only)

Cape Byron Rudolf Steiner School is a vibrant and progressive K-12 school, 370 
Students, dedicated to the educational principles inspired by Rudolf Steiner. 

The High School Counsellor works to holistically support the social and 
emotional development and wellbeing of young people, and adults, within our 
School Community. In your role, you will provide individual counselling services 

to the students and establish a care team as required.

Applications are reviewed as received.  Position description and application 
process available: https://capebyronsteiner.nsw.edu.au/positions-available/

QUALITY FURNITUREQUALITY FURNITURE
DONATIONS NEEDEDDONATIONS NEEDED

Kindn�s is magicKindn�s is magic

ALSO HOMEWARES, ELECTRICAL, MANCHESTER & CLOTHING

0457 192 225
For FURNITURE PICKUPS... please TEXT 

your name, address & photos of  donations. 

Your donations make our charity projects possible.

2 Grevillia St. Byron Industrial (next to Bunnings)
GLOBAL RIPPLE OP SHOP

From Saturday’s walk through Byron. Photo supplied

Concert for hope in an uncertain world, June 1
On Sunday, June 1 from 3pm, 

Byron’s St Paul’s Anglican 

Church will open its doors for 

Hope25: Hope in an Uncer-

tain World. 

Organisers say it will be 

‘A soul-stirring afternoon of 

classical and contemporary 

music performed by talented 

local artists, with all pro-

ceeds supporting Fletcher 

Street Cottage’. 

‘Part of a national move-

ment running between 

Easter and Pentecost, 

Hope25 sees Anglican 

churches across Australia 

sharing messages of com-

passion and resilience. 

‘In Byron Bay the com-

munity is invited to gather, 

reflect and find hope through 

music, connection and 

giving. 

‘This is a concert that 

gives hope’, says Damian 

Farrell, manager of Fletcher 

Street Cottage. ‘It’s an oppor-

tunity to come together and 

reaffirm what matters most 

– kindness, community and 

dignity for all. When people 

show up for events like this, 

it tells our service users they 

are seen, they are valued and 

they are not alone.’ 
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What’s the future for the Nats?
W ill the Libs and Nats 

kiss and make up? 

Yes of course they 

will, because they both need the 

Coalition to have any sort of political 

future, but the fact that it’s purely a 

marriage of convenience is clearer 

than ever.

Neither of them appear to have 

learned the lesson from their recent 

near-death experience (this isn’t 

America yet – drift to the extreme 

right without doing anything about 

real issues at your electoral peril), 

and the Nationals’ four stated 

reasons for the divorce don’t make 

any sense.

1. Nuclear energy? (Aka more 

coal and gas and less renewables, 

while nuclear remains firmly over 

the rainbow, and we all pretend 

to believe in net zero.) No worries 

there. The Liberals’ new deputy Ted 

O’Brien is the chief nuclear apologist 

in Coalition ranks.

2. A Regional Australia Future 

Fund? This thought bubble was 

only concocted by David Littleproud 

last month. It’s a bit soon for the 

Nationals to be getting precious 

about it.

3. Acting on the supermarket 

duopoly profiting from price 

gouging? Labor has already pledged 

to give the ACCC divestiture powers 

in this regard. The power of big 

donors make it unlikely that any of 

the established parties will actually 

do anything.

4. Regional phone service 

obligations? Telstra has been 

responsible for the Universal Service 

Obligation for voice services in 

regional areas for many years, and 

the Coalition had almost as long in 

government to encourage them to 

deliver. The fact that data services 

are lagging behind is largely down 

to them.

Embarrassing dispute
In the absence of any meaningful 

vision for Australia, this embarrass-

ing Coalition dispute actually comes 

down to a petty squabble about 

titles and salaries.

Five days after the election, the 

defection of Senator Jacinta Nampi-

jinpa Price to the Liberals meant 

that the Nationals were officially 

demoted to minor party status.

Nationals Senate leader and 

shooting enthusiast Bridget 

McKenzie faced the loss of travel 

perks, office space, and staff, 

with the Nationals also set to 

lose their shadow ministries and 

$60,000 apiece if the Coalition split 

proceeded.

The Northern Rivers’ own Kevin 

Hogan, now promoted to chief nod-

ding duty at Nationals press confer-

ences after the previous deputy 

Senator Perin Davey lost her seat, 

found himself in the same boat.

Since the threatened Coalition 

break-up, Sussan Ley’s Liberals have 

been furiously back-pedaling, allow-

ing policy agreements to proceed in 

broad terms with the Nationals as 

part of a new Coalition agreement, 

although the party has not yet 

had its own opportunity to review 

what went so disastrously wrong, 

or consider the broader policy 

implications.

With the Nationals’ vote largely 

insulated by cultural factors, it’s true 

they didn’t suffer as badly in this 

election as their Coalition partners, 

but there is no prospect of them 

becoming the actual opposition, 

which is why this is no more than 

grandstanding on their behalf.

Untenable?
As for the Liberals, Australia’s 

hopes that new leader Sussan Ley 

might take her party in a more 

moderate (electable) direction are 

already growing fainter. 

With her back to the glass cliff, 

and having narrowly won the 

leadership ballot, her position is 

dangerously untenable. 

The knives are reportedly also 

out for David Littleproud, with the 

usual suspects jostling for position.

If the gossip emerging from the 

Liberals can be believed, the Coali-

tion’s drift to the crazy right and the 

resulting electoral wipe-out of Peter 

Dutton can largely be laid at the clay 

feet of Tony Abbott, Peta Credlin and 

John Howard, all proven electoral 

failures who inexplicably continue 

to be listened to by the right side of 

politics.

The resulting fragmentation 

of the Coalition is great news for 

Anthony Albanese, but perhaps not 

for Australia, which needs a real 

opposition (ideally anchored to real-

ity) to hold Labor to account.

This week, for example, the 

government is poised to make a 

decision with truly global implica-

tions, whether or not to approve 

Woodside’s massive gas expansion 

on the North West Shelf of WA for 40 

years.

Alone, this project would gener-

ate more carbon emissions than 

everything else in Australia for more 

than a decade, contributing to the 

climate chaos which has already 

touched most of us.

WA’s Labor government has 

already given this crazy scheme 

the green-light, and newly minted 

Environment Minister Murray Watt 

last week brushed aside the remain-

ing objections from NGOs including 

Greenpeace and the Climate 

Council, saying Woodside’s proposal 

would not significantly impact 

threatened species or communities.

The prospect of a scientifically 

sane decision doesn’t look good, 

but we can depend on the ongoing 

Coalition soap opera to provide a 

useful distraction for all the mining 

parties whatever happens.

Federal parliament doesn’t 

return until 22 July. Perhaps there 

will be a functional opposition by 

then?

David Lowe is an award-winning 

filmmaker, writer and photographer. 

He’s known for his campaigning 

work with Cloudcatcher Media.

Resonating voice of the week
In a world of disinformation over-

load, it’s sometimes hard to find 

sane voices that resonate.

Scott Galloway, a wealthy Ameri-

can entrepreneur and academic, is 

one of those voices.  

Galloway has an ability to cut 

through the white noise of not just 

politics, but of the human condition. 

His strongest suit is the advice 

he gives to young people, which 

ranges from financial, to how to be 

a successful adult and a valued part 

of society. 

While what’s needed is more 

leaders, modern society just seems 

to be producing managers – that’s 

why his perspective is so important.

Galloway’s advice has changed 

lives. As a mentor, he is able to help 

young men find their feet and move 

on from internet porn, gaming, and 

low self-esteem. 

He talks candidly around how a 

young man can prepare himself to 

be ready to date a young woman.    

The low self-esteem and the lack 

of direction of young men is perhaps 

one of the reasons Trump won. 

Galloway is a Democrat, yet 

believes young men were ignored 

by the party.  

Trump instead shrewdly flew 

into the ‘manospehere’ by going on 

Joe Rogan’s podcast and appealing 

to a large cohort who are now 

worse off than their parents.

The same could be said for 

Australia’s younger generations.    

Galloway’s career is character-

ised by a willingness to take risks, 

learn from failure, and pivot quickly 

– it’s a mindset he says was shaped 

by his early experiences and modest 

upbringing by his single mum.

After graduating with an eco-

nomic degree, he eventually started 

successful companies that led him 

to be Professor of Marketing at NYU 

Stern School of Business. 

Ever since, he has been all over 

the public discourse, with books, 

podcasts and interviews.

He told comedian Trevor Noah 

on Trevor’s podcast What Now?

that, ‘The greatest invention of 

the 20th century is not the iPhone 

or the semiconductor, it was the 

middle class’. 

‘And fundamental to that was 

seven million men who returned 

from WWII. They had demonstrated 

excellence in uniform. 

‘We gave them enough money so 

they could afford a home, we gave 

them jobs, and they became very 

attractive to women, and we started 

the baby boom.’

And through the prosperity, he 

said women and minorities were 

brought along. 

‘A majority of leaders served in 

the same uniform,’ he said, ‘and 

they saw themselves as Americans 

before Republicans or Democrats’. 

‘Unless we can find a place where 

we can level up young people and 

find them a place where they can 

meet, fall in love, have babies and 

have the economic wherewithal 

to do it, we are just going to keep 

generating the most dangerous 

person in the world – and that is a 

young man without any economic 

or romantic prospects’.

Hans Lovejoy, editor

Your free guide to 
the Northern Rivers’ 
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out now

The Byron Shire Echo 
Volume 39 #51  •  May 28, 2025

‘The resulting fragmentation of the 
Coalition is great news for Anthony 

Albanese, but perhaps not for Australia, 
which needs a real opposition.’

– David Lowe

© 2025 Echo Publications Pty Ltd – ABN 86 004 000 239   Reg. by Aust. Post Pub. No. NBF9237   

The Byron Shire Echo 
Volume 39 #51 May 28, 2025 

Established 1986 •  22,000 copies every week

www.echo.net.au

Phone: 02 6684 1777  

Editorial/news: editor@echo.net.au

Advertising: adcopy@echo.net.au

Office:  64 McGoughans Lane, 

Mullumbimby NSW 2482

General Manager Simon Haslam

Editor Hans Lovejoy

Deputy Editor Aslan Shand 

Photographer Jeff Dawson 

Advertising Manager Anna Coelho

Production Manager Ziggi Browning

The Echo acknowledges the people of the Bundjalung nation as the traditional 
custodians of this land and extends respect to elders past, present and future. 

Disclaimer: The Echo is committed to providing a voice for our whole 
community. The views of advertisers, letter writers, and opinion writers are 

not necessarily those of the owners or staff of this publication.

‘The job of a newspaper is to comfort the afflicted and 
afflict the comfortable.’ – Finley Peter Dunne 1867–1936

Nicholas Shand
1948–1996
Founding Editor

David Lovejoy
1944–2024
Co-founder

Scott Galloway



www.echo.net.au The Byron Shire Echo 13

Laws on e-rideables 
As you may have heard, the 

NSW government is legalising, 

finally, the use of e-scooters, 

e-skateboards, and one-

wheels on shared paths, bike 

lanes, and roads with a speed 

of 50km/h or less. 

The government has 

branded this as bringing it 

into standing with South 

Australia, Queensland, 

Victoria, Western Australia, 

and the ACT. But it isn’t. 

These devices won’t be 

permitted for supervised 

riding by people 13-16 years 

old, as in Queensland, at 

all. These devices won’t be 

able to go 25km/h, as in 

every other state and terri-

tory where they are legal.

For a better example of 

laws that do work and do 

encourage riding of these 

devices, here is Queens-

land’s law:

‘No riding in public 

under 13. Those between 13 

and 16 may ride supervised. 

Helmets must be worn. 

Lights and reflectors must 

be present. Devices may 

not exceed 25km/h at 

all, and must not exceed 

12km/h on footpaths.’ 

These laws, at least for the 

already legal e-bikes in 

NSW, are pretty okay. 

But right now, the NSW 

government’s laws are 

not good enough. E-bikes 

can go 25km/h, why the 

bloody hell can e-scooters 

not? Just continuing with 

the current law and only 

slightly moving on from the 

‘e-scooters are unregistered 

motorcycles’ and ‘fining 

people thousands’ era.

Minns, TfNSW, and the 

NSW government need 

to do better. Legalise 

e-rideables, properly.

A Fry

Lismore

Citations supplied – Ed

‘Digital help hub’
I’ve been helping people 

with technology here in 

my Ballina shop since 2017. 

I don’t sell or repair devices 

– I simply sit down with 

people like you and help 

them understand and use 

their tech with confidence.

I’m not Council-funded 

(though I probably should 

be – studies show that for 

every $1 invested in digital 

literacy, $3 is returned to 

the community). For now, 

I charge a modest fee so I 

can support my family and 

keep my fully-insured, tax-

paying, bricks-and-mortar 

business running.

Michael Balson (Letters 

May 14) mentioned needing 

a service like this – which is 

why I’ve been advertising 

with The Echo for years, 

often at considerable 

personal cost, because I 

believe in supporting local, 

independent media. 

Unfortunately, without 

the budget of real estate 

companies or government-

funded programs, my 

smaller ads are easy to miss 

– and clearly, in your case, 

they were.

As far as I know, My Geek 

Mate is the only business of 

its kind: a dedicated space 

focused entirely on one-on-

one digital help – not sales, 

not repairs – just help, 

tailored to each person.

I’m just down the road 

in Ballina, and would love 

to assist you.

Hope to see you soon.

Mark – Chief Geek

My Geek Mate

No grief support 
meetings
Recently my beloved husband 

passed away after a sudden 

and brief battle with cancer.

While experiencing inde-

scribable grief during this 

time of loss I went in search 

of a local grief support group 

to connect with others who 

were also experiencing the 

emotions of loss, and who 

understood and know what I 

am going through.

I’m very aware of how 

connecting with others 

with shared experiences is 

helpful to the healing pro-

cess, how in a group there 

is shared commonality. 

Perhaps a group connec-

tion could help me shift the 

narrative from helpless-

ness to coping.

To my great disappoint-

ment I found nothing, in 

the places I looked anyway. 

For something that is an 

inevitable part of life and 

the trauma that those left 

behind may endure, I can’t 

understand that there is no 

local grief support group.

There are wonderful 

support groups for those 

living with such things as 

breast cancer, dementia, 

prostate cancer, and 

anxiety to name a few. 

NSW Health provided a 

list of counselling services 

for one-on-one phone 

consultations, and while 

I appreciate that might 

be helpful for some, I am 

looking for face-to-face 

connection.

The world I woke up 

to after the death of my 

husband has changed, 

it’s a massive adjustment. 

The fact that there doesn’t 

seem to be a support group 

to help with the process 

of working through this 

human experience with 

others eludes me.

Michele Gillett

Ballina 

Income
There is personal income and 

there is corporate income.

Let us consider personal 

income. Personal income 

can be from individual 

exertion producing goods 

and/or services over a time 

period. That is, income 

derived from productive 

‘working’ i.e. production.

Or it can be income 

derived from having money 

or assets to produce it, that 

is, income derived from 

‘investing’ i.e. investments. 

Working income and/or 

investment income.

And then there is ‘taxation’. 

Either source of income 

can be, and is, taxed by our 

government as the major 

element of their revenue, 

which is ‘supposed’ to be 

spent on public services, 

the government’s job!

How it is taxed and how/

where it is spent are two of 

the most important issues 

for us all.

How do you think that 

these incomes should be 

taxed?

Anyone?

And then there are so 

many other sources and 

forms of revenue where 

governments rip us off!

Payroll tax, excise, 

estate tax, gift tax, rates, 

fines, custom and other 

duties, penalties, GST, 

customs charges, sales tax, 

stamp duty, registrations, 

licences, land tax, etc, etc...

Hell... now they want to 

tax retirement savings?

Where does it ever stop?

And how much of an 

expensive and costly 

bureaucracy does it take to 

collect all this money?

Anyone?

As for corporate income, 

hundreds of billion-dollar 

companies pay no, zero, 

nil, zilch tax.

Wed 28 May Phil & Tilley 
Thu 29 May Marshall Okell Duo 
Fri 30 May JB’s Blues Breakers
Sat 31 May Paperlane
Sun 1 Jun Animal Ventura
Mon 2 Jun Leigh James
Tues 3 Jun Chris Aronsten
Wed 4 Jun Tameaka Fairfull

AND THE FAMOUS 

RAILS kitchen

86 JONSON St, BYRON BAY  |  6685 7662  |  therailsbyronbay.com

Letters to the Editor and cartoons
Send to Letters Editor Aslan Shand, fax: 6684 1719 email: editor@echo.net.au Deadline: Noon, Friday. 

Letters longer than 200 words may be cut. Letters already published in other papers will not be 

considered. Please include your full name, address and phone number for verification purposes.

▶ Continued on page 14

Personal tech support for bamboozled bipeds

0431 122 057
�

1/53 Tamar St, Ballina
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If you’re craving a little more company 
(and a lot more tail wags), fostering might be the perfect fit. 
Dogs like Maxi are waiting for a safe, loving space 
while they search for their forever home.
All you need is:
• A secure backyard or courtyard
• Time for walks (bonus: so good for you too!)
• Plenty of love to give
Call us on 0492 861 905
Or visit byrondogrescue.org to learn more.

LOVE CUDDLES? 
SO DOES MAXI!
Become a foster carer 
with Byron Dog Rescue

th f t fit
Maxi

We are committed to the highest standard of care in all of our treatments.

Remedial / Deep Tissue / Lymphatic Drainage / Sports / Relaxation / 

Pregnancy / Trigger Point / Dry Needling / Cupping / Bowen. 

Instant health fund rebates available. 

Book online now! Visit bbrmassage.com.au or call 0499 490 088

News from across the Northern Rivers. 
Covering Byron, Tweed, Lismore and Ballina.

Read online now!
Subscribe for free and get daily highlights straight to your inbox.

Letters to the Editor  www.echo.net.au/letters

Backflip’s a treat. Cartoon by Jamie Hoile
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Ray
Towers

RUGS & VINYLS
CARPETS

Towers Drive, Mullumbimby
PH 6684 2467

raytowerscarpets.com.au

1

www.byronandbeyond.com 

WHAT’S ON - THE VISITOR GUIDE 2024

ANDBeyond
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www.byronandbeyond.com 

& NORTHERN RIVERS NSW

2024 / 2025

BYRONACCOMMODATION GUIDE TOTHE ONLY 

GIVE YOUR BUSINESS 
VISIBILITY THAT 

IT DESERVES
Strategic distribution 

targeting the visitors of 
Byron Bay &

Northern Rivers 

www.byronandbeyond.com

For advertising enquires:
0428 655 806 
sales@byronandbeyond.com

      

Head to the Echo’s Service Directory for 
all your professional trade services

•  Mowing/Landscaping
•  Electricians
•  Painting
•  Building
•  Air Conditioning
•  Concreting
•  Cleaning
•  Fencing

& much much more!
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In the paper each week and online at
www.echo.net.au

Letters

Good reasons to say goodbye to the Byron Shire?
I was deeply saddened to read 

the Palestinian activist Subhi Awad 

Is leaving the coast after multiple 

organised attacks. 

In Sydney, I work with many 

Jews who carried their own suffer-

ing from the Gaza war. They aim 

for peace. They are loving gener-

ous people who deplore war. 

In mid-December I attended 

a demonstration in Byron Bay 

supporting peace in Palestine, 

and appealing to stop the ongo-

ing slaughter of children with 

white phosphorus explosives.  

The demo was hindered by police 

from the beginning before activ-

ists had unpacked their water-

melon for the Byron community. 

Police stated ‘We hear there 

is trouble here?’ I immediately 

retorted, ‘This is a peace demon-

stration’. I witnessed the arrival of 

men and women spitting on the 

symbolic bandages of bloodied 

children. Provocative standover 

men emanating terrifying stando-

ver gazes. Intentional chaos was 

the aim. Hatred is the spiritual 

malignancy of our species. A 

cancer that destroys minds, 

bodies, cultures and nations. 

Subhi and Áine walk in peace. 

You are brave, sing loud. Never 

forgotten. 

Jo Faith

Byron Bay

Many thanks for Hans Lovejoy’s 

feature article, ‘Palestine support-

ers leaving area after abuse’ (Echo, 

21 May). 

Áine Tyrell and Subhi Awad 

are irreplaceable activists in a 

community experiencing and 

confronting local, national, and 

global threats. They have contrib-

uted directly to nourishing and 

strengthening ‘the vibrant artistic 

culture’ of the Northern Rivers, 

making it an attractive locale 

to set up home, and work for a 

better future. Both have been 

central in the ongoing campaign 

to inform our community about 

the unfolding genocide in Gaza, 

West Bank, Lebanon, and Syria 

and mobilise actions to support 

those suffering from war crimes. 

Yet, they, together with many 

others are attacked and abused 

for giving a voice to the hundreds 

of thousands of Palestinians 

who have been killed or injured 

and the millions who have been 

displaced once again, a reoccur-

ring event throughout the past 

century. We cannot remain silent!

Tony Christy

Suffolk Park

Thank you for informing the 

public about the intimidation that 

Palestine supporters have experi-

enced in Byron Bay and surrounds 

(‘Palestine supporters leaving area 

after abuse’).  

It is appalling that our friends 

have had to leave because they 

defend the truth of Israel’s genocide. 

Israel supporters take their 

cue from Mossad’s motto, ‘By 

way of deception, thou shalt do 

war’. One blatant lie is that the 

7/10/2024 Hamas attack on Israel 

forced Israel to attack Gaza. As 

The Echo’s archive will show, my 

letters condemning Israel’s killing 

and crippling of Palestinians 

go back to about 1999. Israel’s 

attempts to distort history are 

doomed to failure!

Gareth W R Smith

Byron Bay

Ed: Mossad’s motto is translated 

on its website as: Where there is no 

wise direction, the people fall, but 

in the multitude of counselors there 

is safety. (Proverbs 11, 14)

Áine Tyrell and Subhi Awad have 

you ever stopped to consider that 

you might just be flat-out wrong? 

What you’re spreading – 

hatred, lies, rape denial, and that 

of all the 7 October massacres – is 

exactly the kind of toxic narrative 

that we Australians can’t stand.

You claim to speak for the 

oppressed, but the reality is that 

many Australians, who know their 

history, understand that Israel 

(Palestine) has been the ancestral 

and only homeland of the Jewish 

people for close to 4,000 years. 

Meanwhile, it’s the Arab Muslim 

empires that colonised huge parts 

of the Middle East and North 

Africa through violent conquest – 

rape, murder, beheadings. That’s 

not opinion; it’s historical fact.

Australians whose families 

fought in the world wars know what 

oppression really looks like – and 

what it takes to fight for freedom. 

Refugees from the Middle East 

came here fleeing brutal Arab 

regimes like Abdul Nasser’s, the 

Ayatollah’s, Iraq’s ‘Farhud’ and 

many more. They didn’t come 

here to listen to people like you 

rewrite history or throw around 

accusations of racism.

You think Australians are 

ignorant, racist, or cold-hearted? 

That’s not just wrong – it’s 

ignorant on your part. Most of us 

see through the hypocrisy, and 

we’re tired of being lectured to by 

people who twist facts to fit their 

narrative. Blaming our caring/

cohesive Byron Shire community 

illustrates your mentality of 

victimhood.  Time to put your big 

boy/girl pants on.  

M McCormack

Billinudgel

A heartfelt thank you to John 

Lazarus for being one of the only 

balanced voices in our region, who 

like me, feels the pain for both 

Palestinians and Israelis in this 

ongoing conflict.

We all see the rising death toll 

in Gaza as nothing less than a 

tragedy, but the ‘activists’ in this 

area, rarely if ever mention or 

point any blame to Hamas and 

their ongoing disgusting policy of 

using Gazan children as human 

shields. Never in all of history has 

an armed force wanted their own 

civilians dead, like Hamas does as 

they prove time and time again 

that they have no regard for Pal-

estinian life let alone Israeli life.

Organisations like the Peace 

Summit do show hope for the 

future. Israel coming second place 

in Eurovision (even with all of the 

rabid hatred shown by a small 

minority) show that the bulk of 

the world can still see the truth. 

Yes, Israel is making horrible 

mistakes as all countries do in 

war, but where is the local voice 

of support for the huge Palestin-

ian protests in Gaza against 

Hamas and these Palestinians 

that are literally risking their lives 

daily to tell the world that they 

want Hamas out once and for all?

Where is the local outrage at 

the genuine ethnic cleansing of 

the defenceless Druze community 

in Syria by the new Ahmed al-

Sharaa regime? No Jews, no news 

yet again. Guess who is protecting 

the Syrian Druze? Israel.

Danny Wakil

Billinudgel 

I must say, I am thoroughly 

disgusted by MP Justine Elliot’s 

response (published on your web-

site) to the vigil for Gaza that was 

held outside her office last week 

by a local humanitarian group. 

She didn’t show a single shred of 

compassion or humanity for all of 

the innocent lives being lost there. 

Instead she ignored the banners 

that said ‘Let Our Children Live’ and 

chose to smear the demonstrators. 

She claimed that they pre-

vented her office from providing 

assistance to constituents, she 

implied that they were somehow  

abusive, disrespectful and that 

they made her staff’s work envi-

ronment unsafe.

This is incorrect, as was plain 

to see on the live-stream of the 

event (via Northern Rivers Friends 

of Palestine.) They were repeat-

edly thanked by the police for 

their peaceful and cooperative 

demonstration. They did not pose 

any threat to the staff therein or 

try to block access or interfere 

with their work in any way. 

It seems strange that Justine 

should avoid acknowledging the 

suffering of ordinary people, who 

suffer in part from the way in which 

she has consistently voted against 

parliamentary motions that would 

improve the situation in Gaza. Why 

would a politician from a civilised 

country pledge their allegiance 

in such a way to what I would call 

a genocidal apartheid state? It 

shouldn’t even be a political deci-

sion, it is just about basic human 

decency and morality. If that is all 

she has to say on the matter then 

it begs the question as to whether 

Justine Elliot is really fit to be 

your representative at all!

Alasdair Purves

Byron Bay

That is for another letter, stay 

tuned (and then there are trusts, etc).

Ain’t capitalism grand and so, 

so wonderful (for some)?

Anthony Plesko

West Ballina

Cubic madness
So here we go delivering a 

quarter of a million cubic metres 

of fill, powered by fossil-fueled 

trucks adding more CO2 into the 

atmosphere. 

That land will be under the 

ocean in a hundred years, and 

the heat will be circulating 

extreme weather bringing 

destruction of civilisation.

Short-term thinking brings 

long-term suffering. New devel-

opment should be at least 20m 

above sea level!

Sapoty Brook

Main Arm 

About liars
As a schoolkid 70 years ago – and 

for some time after – I had a couple 

of very good friends who were 

complete and utter liars.

Even a simple question like 

‘Where have you been?’ would 

trigger a long, nonsensical mono-

logue every time. Their lying 

was part of their character, and 

we’d just listen without arguing 

because their stories seemed 

harmless.

But now, I’m starting to think that 

this habitual lying quirk should 

have been addressed early on. A 

few kind words in childhood might 

have helped – or, if not, perhaps 

the public could have been taught 

to recognise and beware of their 

fantasies.

What troubles me now is that 

I still remember those departed 

friends, both of whom met a 

‘sticky end’.

▶ Continued from page 13
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And today, I see 

many people in powerful 

positions with those same 

strange traits – including 

the president of the ‘Great-

est Nation on Earth’?

Len Hend

Mullumbimby

The future is ours
The dust has now settled on 

what was the most impor-

tant election in a generation, 

the voters have resoundingly 

returned the Albanese Labor 

government with a huge 

mandate.

Congratulations to Jus-

tine Elliot and all the hard-

working Labor volunteers 

who helped make it happen. 

Australia must now 

stay on track to continue 

the orderly transition to 

a renewable future.As 

climate change gains inten-

sity, this difficult transition 

can only continue with the 

support of Aussie voters, 

where thousands of work-

ers are not put out of work 

and the country does not 

run out of reliable base 

load power. 

Aussies have over-

whelmingly elected a 

stable, centrist, majority 

Labor government in an 

increasingly unstable world 

for a very good reason. On 

the right lies a shattered, 

climate-denying coal-fired 

Coalition that is now 

struggling with relevancy, 

still intent on introducing 

outdated and discredited 

policies, shamelessly sup-

ported by the right-wing 

Murdoch press constantly 

selling ‘outrage’ and 

waging political culture 

wars. On the left also lies 

a very shattered, inept 

Greens political party, also 

struggling for relevancy, 

that wants to prematurely 

shut down the very indus-

tries that are sustaining 

this difficult transition to 

that renewable future, and 

damage the Australian 

economy in the process. 

That future is now ours; we 

must embrace it. 

Keith Duncan

Ballina Labor

Superannuation tax
I understand a new 

superannuation tax is to be 

introduced. Will someone 

please explain to me how it 

can be justified that, despite 

large salaries, allowances, 

perks and index-linked 

pensions, MPs, governors, 

former state premiers 

and judges can exempt 

themselves?

Sara Watt

Bangalow

A luxury couples getaway, specialising in romantic escapes and rejuvenating holidays.
Just 13 elegant cabins, bungalows and lodges individually hidden amongst 250 acres of 

stunning ancient rainforest, offering the utmost in privacy and seclusion. Featuring plunge pools, 
log fireplaces, couples’ spa baths, floor to ceiling windows and spectacular rainforest views.

Located just 45 minutes from Gold Coast Airport.

www.ccrr.com.au  •  02 6679 1591  •  relax@ccrr.com.au

CRYSTAL CREEK RAINFOREST RETREAT

Follow us on Insta
@byronshireecho

Byron Shire’s go-to Mac Support Service!

* System Tune / Updates
* Battery Replacements
* Expert Mac Advice
* Screen Repairs

Call Dave: 0418 408 569

es
s
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www.mrmacintosh.com.au

BUSINESS FOR SALE 

BRUNZ INDIAN CURRIES & KEBAB 
Brunswick Heads 

Serving great food for the last 15 years!

1/19 Booyun street, Brunswick Heads
Please email Kulwantsingh15@hotmail.com

Articles/Letters

Safer than falling out of bed
Graeme Gibson & Meg Bishop

W hen we were looking to buy 

a house in Kyogle town, 

about nine years ago, one of 

the great attractions of one property we 

were interested in, was the large hoop 

pine in the backyard. Venerable, it’s 

been described as; at about 30 metres 

in height and pre-dating the establish-

ment of the town. 

Our neighbours had another hoop 

pine of similar size in their backyard. 

From parts of the main street they 

looked like a pair. We could point to 

them and say we live below the one to 

the left. So it was a little disconcerting 

to get a text message from the neigh-

bour while we were away a few weeks 

back, saying their tree had come down 

in a storm the previous night. Half of it 

was now in our backyard.

Will it fall?
On return, neighbours and others 

wondered when we were getting ours 

cut down. ‘It’s a very big tree,’ they’d 

say. ‘What if it falls?’

‘What if it doesn’t,’ we’d say. Arau-
caria cunninghamii can live up to 400 

years and grow much taller than ours. 

Where’s the respect?

Many people have a fear of large 

trees, particularly in urban areas. But 

while trees do sometimes fall, the fear is 

often irrational, out of proportion to the 

risk.  A recent report from the United 

States says people are around 10 times 

more likely to die from falling out of 

bed, than from a falling tree.

Trees are an essential part of what 

makes an area liveable. They reinforce 

a sense of place and offer a connection 

to the natural world. Our magpies are 

endlessly entertaining and accept us 

as part of their world. And trees are 

increasingly important for the cooling 

effect they provide.

We decided we needed to have the 

tree properly assessed by a qualified 

arborist. If the tree was dangerous we 

would have it taken down. What we 

wanted was someone who does not 

rely on their chainsaw for their income. 

And by qualified we are talking about 

level five in the Australian Qualifications 

Framework. 

At this level arborists consider three 

things about a tree and its situation: 

the likelihood of failure; the likelihood 

of hitting a target, such as a house; the 

consequence of failure. We had such 

an arborist come and assess our tree, 

along with the neighbour’s fallen tree 

for clues it might offer. 

The fallen tree had a number of iden-

tifiable risk factors. First, visible bracket 

or shelf fungus on the lower trunk. This 

is a hard fruiting body protruding out 

like a bracket, or a shelf. This causes 

decay of the heartwood and weakening 

of the tree. There is no treatment for 

this. Once a tree has it, the rot has set 

in. Rot was visible in about 60% of the 

tree at the base, mostly on the southern 

side. A resin or gum was evident on the 

outer bark. This is the tree’s natural 

defence mechanism and is a visible sign 

of trouble within.

The base of the tree had a build-up 

of vegetation and leaf litter around 

it and the ground was quite damp. 

It’s possible a nearby driveway had 

diverted water run off to the base of the 

tree. An area below the tree had been 

terraced and it seems likely this caused 

some damage to the tree’s roots. These 

impacts are likely to have been from 

events at least ten years ago. It can take 

a long time for the damage to have an 

effect.

Our tree had none of these risk 

factors. Its surface roots were checked 

and all found to be live tissue with no 

damage. There was no visible sign of 

decay or damage to the trunk.

The recommendation was to keep 

the area around the base lightly 

mulched for about three metres and 

keep all grasses and other growth clear 

for about 30 centimetres. The fallen 

tree, on its way down, knocked several 

branches off our tree, leaving rough 

short stumps, which are prone to fungal 

or insect damage, so having these 

trimmed was recommended. Later, 

when the tree climber was doing this, a 

number of magpies swirled around in 

curiosity, or perhaps as a warning.

On its way down the hoop also took 

down a large Chinese elm in the neigh-

bour’s yard, which is little loss. We lost 

nine trees that were all around eight 

years old and well established. Crushed 

under the mass of the hoop pine. They 

can easily be replanted.

Among the canopy we found a small 

mountain of electrical cable and wire 

pieces. Very durable nesting material. 

We have reformed some of this back 

into a nest and it hangs from our veran-

dah as a reminder of our neighbouring 

fallen tree. And our tree, our venerable 

hoop pine remains.

The assessment cost several hun-

dred dollars. But the cost of having the 

tree removed would be far, far greater 

than this. So if in doubt, or if in fear of 

a tall tree, have an inspection done. 

Be certain the assessor is properly 

qualified for the job. You get peace of 

mind and, perhaps the opportunity to 

preserve a piece of nature’s grandeur.

A fun fact
Finally, a fun fact about the fine 

print of an insurance policy. If a fallen 

tree does not cause property damage, 

the insurance does not cover clean-up. 

Given we had a quote for $8,000 we 

were pleased the tree had wiped out 

part of the fence. Pleased also that it 

missed the house.

Fun fact: If a fallen tree 
does not cause property 
damage, the insurance 
does not cover clean-up.
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Information Rights Project 
founded by Assange’s brother
A new Australian charity, 

fighting for the right to 

information, has been 

launched by the brother of 

persecuted whistleblower, 

Julian Assange.

Gabriel Shipton’s project 

can be found at www.infor-

mationrights.org, and claims 

its activities are focused on 

‘representation, education, 

and change’. 

The website states, ‘Infor-

mation is the foundation of 

robust public institutions, 

a free media and a fair civic 

life’.

‘Information rights are 

human rights. An informed 

population is the foundation 

of a functioning democracy 

where people are free to 

call out injustice without 

reprisal’.

Gabriel said in a thank 

you email to supporters, 

‘Because of your support, my 

brother Julian is finally home 

with his family’.

‘In the course of fighting 

for Julian’s freedom, my 

father John and I went to 

foreign governments, NGOs, 

and international bodies, 

trying to find help. We 

quickly learned  there was no 

roadmap. 

‘No one could tell us 

where to go, how to navigate 

these systems, or how to pro-

tect someone being targeted 

for publishing the truth.

‘We had to learn by doing. 

And now, I want to use that 

hard-earned knowledge to 

help others.

‘We’ve set a goal of raising 

$200,000 by the end of June 

to launch this mission – and 

I’m asking you to help us get 

there’. Visit www.informa-

tionrights.org for more info.

NSW Greens accuse Labor of secret 
feral animal bounty agreement
The NSW Greens have 

denounced the NSW Labor 

government’s decision to 

enter into a secret deal 

with the Shooters Party to 

reintroduce private bounties 

for shooting invasive species 

as ‘reckless’. 

Greens MLC Sue Hig-

ginson said in a statement it, 

‘will undermine environment 

management in NSW, setting 

it back decades, and flies 

in the face of the scientific 

knowledge on managing 

invasive species’.

‘This backflip by the Minns 

Labor government is a return 

to the bad-old-days of the 

Game Council, a time when 

public land was handed 

over to the gun lobby, native 

animals were put in the 

firing line, and science was 

nowhere to be seen. This 

deal with the Shooters Party 

in NSW is clearly part of a 

deal done behind closed 

doors so the premier should 

come clean to the people of 

NSW about what he is getting 

out of the deal.  

‘NSW Labor has shown us 

exactly who they’re listening 

to, and it’s not the ecologists, 

farmers or frontline land 

managers. 

‘It’s the Shooters Party, 

and a political culture that 

has no actual understanding 

of the environment. They’re 

playing politics with the 

land, with nature, and with 

our collective productivity’.

She added, ‘We need 

properly funded, evidence-

based control programs led 

by professionals. Instead, 

Labor has chosen to bankroll 

hobby shooters while our 

ecosystems suffer’.

Ross Kendall 

The Bangalow Bluedogs divi-

sion three women’s soccer 

team had a tight 1-0 win over 

Goonellabah last weekend. 

The win on their home 

ground put them into second 

place on the table, behind 

the Burringbar Bandits. 

They are undefeated for 

the season, and have been 

beating sides by ten goals 

to nil. 

Sport & News Supported by Newy Store

Art by Chrissie 
chrissieartwork@gmail.com

Newy Store
OPEN 7:30am – 6:00pm 
7 DAYS A WEEK
• Licensed post office 
• General convenience store
• Fresh produce & groceries
• Soft drinks, lollies, ice cream
• Newspapers & magazines
• Wine, beer, spirits & tobacco

50 RIVER STREET, NEW BRIGHTON
02 6680 1102   •   @newystore

Ross Kendall

The Mullumbimby Giants celebrated 40 years 

of rugby league at their Les Donnelly Field, 

last Sunday, with wins across three of four 

grades against the Byron Bay Red Devils.

In first grade, the home side beat Byron 

Bay 28-12. The loss for Byron keeps them 

without a win for the season.

But they did have success in reserve 

grade, taking the points in a 14-8 victory.

In U/18s and LLT, the home sides were 

again too strong and kept the Byron visitors 

scoreless. 

The young men ran out winners 24-0, 

while the women took a 12-0 victory. 

This Sunday, June 1 the Giants head down 

to Evans Head to take on the Bombers, while 

Byron Bay are at home against Tweed Coast.

Photos by Sarah

Photo supplied

Send us your 
sport stories!
We would love to 

run all kinds of local 

sport on these pages 

so please send your 

photos and stories to 

sport@echo.net.au.

Mullum win the local league derby

Bluedogs on winning streak
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Swap a Bo�le
Swap a Bottle is a 100% locally-owned and family-run 

independent LP gas supply business, conveniently 

located in South Murwillumbah. Since their 

distributor Noel from Brunswick Valley Gas has sold 

to Elgas, they are thrilled to be providing a local gas 

supply option, and delivering personally in the area!

Their friendly, dedicated team would love the 

opportunity to organise your 45kg gas delivery with 

the service and reliability their wonderful existing 

customers already enjoy! Head to the website for 

online ordering.

10 Kite Crescent South Murwillumbah 

Free Call: 1300 727 013

www.swapabottlegas.com 

W��ng Windows by Jake 
Are your windows and doors working? 

Are you prepared for the imminent arrival of 

winged friends carried by the breeze? Well, fret 

no more! Don’t replace… REPAIR and SAVE with 

Working Windows. 

Jake and Toby are local experts specialising 

in the repair and, if necessary, replacement 

of windows, doors, fly screens and security 

screens. With 10+ years experience in timber, 

aluminium and uPVC products, they pride 

themselves on always delivering top-quality, 

eco-friendly results that best benefit you and 

your environment.

Contact them today via phone or email, or 

check out their website for more information.

workingwindows.com.au

Jake 0435 506 465 

Toby 0405 793 994

workingwindows1@gmail.com

Beds R Us
Experience the pinnacle 

of luxury sleep with the 

Sanctuary mattress range, 

exclusive to Beds R Us. 

Handcrafted in Australia by 

Sleepyhead, each mattress 

blends luxurious cashmere 

with layers of breathable, 

cooling titanium-and-gel-

infused memory foam, and 

the revolutionary Sensorzone 

X® support system - delivering 

unmatched comfort, pressure 

relief and spinal alignment. Whether you prefer plush, medium or firm, 

Sanctuary offers a tailored sleep experience that cradles your body and 

soothes your soul. 

Elevate your nights with a mattress designed for those who demand more 

than just rest - demand Sanctuary. Visit Beds R Us Byron Bay today and 

transform your nights with Sanctuary - now 60% off! 

16 Brigantine Street, Byron Bay

02 6685 5212

K�ping y�r indo� pl�ts happy 
�r�gh winter w	h Eden at Byr

When it’s wet and soggy outside, it’s time to give the 

indoor plants some TLC. They will appreciate a little 

time sitting in gentle rain to refresh the foliage but 

keep them out of the sun or they might get sunburnt. 

If your plants have outgrown their pots you can re-pot 

them into a container that is just one size bigger, 

using premium potting mix. 

As the weather cools, plants don’t need to be watered 

as much. Over-watering can cause problems like 

fungal diseases and annoying fungus gnats, so back 

off a bit. 

Keep your plants away from heaters and cold 

draughts, and make sure they are still getting plenty 

of light. Fertilise with a gentle liquid fertiliser every 

few weeks to keep them strong and healthy.

Eden at Byron

140 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay

02 6685 6874

www.edenatbyron.com.au

Miss Tr� in 
Mull�bimby!
Miss Tree is now open in the heart of Mullumbimby! For over 

15 years, Stephanie and her team from Miss Tree Nursery 

in Rosebank have proudly produced healthy native plants 

for local gardeners. Now, find a large selection of vibrant 

and beautiful plants at their new, convenient location. 

Wander through the lush, plant-filled courtyard, then step 

into more tranquility at Miss Tree’s new native botanical 

haven. Beyond plants, their beautiful shop features curated 

products, including bush foods, essential oils, candles, 

unique gifts, art and healing lotions. 

Miss Tree invites you to wander, relax and immerse yourself 

in this peaceful oasis. Experience it down the laneway on 

Burringbar St, next to Rock & Roll Cafe.

59A Burringbar Street, Mullumbimby

S�
am Sol� Systems
Sunbeam Solar Systems has 

been proudly serving the 

Northern Rivers since 1998. As 

a family-owned business, they 

specialise in off-grid, hybrid 

battery, and on-grid solar 

installations, all customised to 

meet your unique needs and 

site-specific requirements.

Exciting news for Australian 

homeowners! Starting July 1, 

2025, the Australian Federal 

Government’s Battery Scheme 

will help reduce the upfront 

cost of battery systems by up 

to 55% for eligible households, 

making now the perfect time to invest in solar and battery 

solutions for your home.

Sunbeam Solar are fully SAA certified and accredited on all 

levels.Contact them for a quote!

sunbeamsolar@bigpond.com

0428 320 262 | 02 6679 7228

www.sunbeamsolar.com.au

Ma�ng
SPACES
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Eateries GuideGood Taste

BILLINUDGEL

M E X I C A NM E X I C A N

Rosefina went retro and bought 
a Club Lounge to eat tacos

and drink tequila.

Rosefina’s Mexican
Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Lunch 12pm–2:30pm
Dinner 5pm–8:30pm
Sunday 12pm–8pm

8/10 Wilfred St, Billinudgel
www.rosefinas.place

BYRON BAY (continued)

Welcome to Horizon,
Byron’s newest rooftop bar.

Enjoy hinterland views, stunning sunsets
and signature cocktails showcasing local 

distilleries and breweries.

Horizon Rooftop
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 7 DAYS
Horizon Rooftop, Hotel Marvell
4 Marvell Street, Byron Bay

Open Daily | 12pm – late

NO BOOKINGS REQUIRED

Call: (02) 6685 7385
@horizonbyronbay

Hotel Marvell’s newest seafood destination

OYSTER HOUR
Tuesday to Saturday 5–6pm 

Serving $3 oysters

Oyster Bar
4 Marvell St, Byron Bay 
OPEN 7 DAYS
Breakfast 7–11:30am
Lunch 12–4pm 
Dinner 5–10pm
Book
byronbayoysterbar.com.au

Roca Byron Bay
Mon to Thurs: Brunch 7am – 2pm, 
Dinner 5 – 10pm
Fri to Sun open all day 
7am – 10pm

14 Lawson St, Byron Bay
(02) 5642 0149 
@rocabyronbay
www.rocabyronbay.com.au

Latin Fusion all-day dining
Enjoy delicious casual dining with flavours straight 

from the grill! Savour our chargrilled anticuchos, 

indulge in fresh ceviche and oysters, or elevate 

your night with the Roca dining experience. 

Pair it all with a classic Pisco Sour or our best-selling 

Hot Like Papi cocktail.

Find more tasty morsels at 

LENNOX HEAD

Views, Brews, Cocktails, Beats, and Eats!

Live Music Friday, Sunday.

Bookings essential.

Head to lennoxpizza.com

Follow on Insta: @lennoxpizza

Lennox Pizza
4/74 Ballina St, Lennox Head

Open Mon–Thurs from 3pm 
Fri–Sun from 12pm
Online pick up orders 
available daily 12pm

HAPPY HOUR: 3pm–5pm daily

The Empire
20 Burringbar St, Mullum
(02) 6684 2306

Mon–Fri 8am–3.30pm
Sat & Sun 8am–2pm

FB/Insta: EmpireMullum
www.empiremullum.com.au

Fresh, seasonal produce meets culinary creativity. 
From innovative dishes to classic favorites, there’s 

something for everyone to enjoy. 
Fully licensed and with an emphasis on service

New Mexican-themed all-day menu featuring a 
mix of Mex and Empire classics.

MULLUMBIMBY

Bonito Peruvian
@bonitoperuvian

www.bonitoperuvian.com.au

10/54 Simpson Ave, 
Wollongbar

(02) 6628 3111
Open Wed / Thurs: 3pm to late

Fri / Sat: 12pm to late

Experience the bold and vibrant flavors of 
Peru at Bonito Peruvian in Wollongbar, where 

traditional recipes meet modern creativity. From 
fresh ceviche and anticucho skewers to savory 

ají de gallina, every dish is crafted with authentic 
ingredients and passion. 

Pair your meal with a classic pisco sour and enjoy a 
true taste of Peru in a warm, inviting atmosphere.

WOLLONGBAR

Open for takeaway daily, 12 midday until dinner. 

Menu and more details

@mainstreet_burgerbar

‘Make a meal of it’
Add chips and a drink, just $5.

Main Street
Open for takeaway daily, 
12 midday until dinner.

Menu, more details –
@mainstreet_burgerbar

18 Jonson Street

(02) 6680 8832

Come enjoy our Mediterranean cuisine, including 
delicious Moroccan tagines, fresh pastas, savoury 

paellas, speciality coffees and teas, delightful 
French cakes and patisserie and healthy juices 

and smoothies.

Escape to the Mediterranean sea in the heart of 
Byron Bay and experience unique flavours and 

original recipes in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.

Byron Drift Cafe
Shop 9/8 Fletcher Street, Byron Bay

Open 7 days, early till late

Breakfast: Early/All Day • Lunch/Brunch

Dinner • Late Dinner • Takeaways

0412 886 485
byrondriftcafe@gmail.com
@byrondriftcafe

CATERING

lizzijjackson@gmail.com

0414 895 441

Gluten free and special dietary needs catered for.

Celebrations 
Cakes by 
Liz JacksonCELEBRATIONSCELEBRATIONS  

BY LIZ JACKSONBY LIZ JACKSON

Rainforest views, farm to table dining and 
a menu showcasing the best of Northern 

Rivers produce. Forest Byron Bay offers fresh, 
seasonal dishes and crafted cocktails.

Unwind with Golden Hour, 4 to 6pm Tuesday 
to Saturday, or enjoy house-made pasta with 

wine for Pasta Thursday.

Forest Byron Bay
Open 7 days

Breakfast: 7.30 to 10.30am

Lunch on Verandah from 12 to 3pm

Dinner: 5.30 to 9pm

crystalbrookcollection.com/
byron/forest

BYRON BAY

North Byron Hotel
61 Bayshore Drive, Byron Bay

(02) 6685 6500
Open:
11am Mon–Fri & 8am Sat–Sun
Kitchen hours: 11:30am–late daily
Breakfast: 8am–11am Sat & Sun

www.northbyronhotel.com.au

Step away from the centre of town and into a 
shimmering oasis away from crowds.

A tucked-away treasure,
the North Byron Hotel is a thriving mecca

of good food, great music, laughter and the 
‘chilled Byron Bay vibes’.

Eat Drink Discover

The Terrace
Open: Monday – Saturday
Breakfast 7am–9.30am
Dinner 5.30pm–9pm
Sunday / public holiday:
Breakfast 7am–9am
Dinner 6pm–8.30pm
1 Ronan Place, Ballina 
02 6686 8866

Experience elegant coastal dining at The Terrace Restaurant 
& Bar, where exquisite cuisine, fine wines, and impeccable 

service come together in a sophisticated setting.

Early Dining Specials 
• Any Breakfast Meal: $19.90 – incl. Barista-made coffee

• Any Dinner Meal: $39.90 – incl. Barista-made coffee

www.ballinabyronislanderresortconferencecentre.com.au

BALLINA

Delicious new winter dinner menu, live jazz 
every Sunday arvo, happy hour 3–5pm Friday 

to Sunday & our famous Sunday roast.

Enjoy a wander in the fields, meet the pigs, 
and picnic in the sun… there really is 

something for everyone.

Three Blue Ducks
The Farm, 11 Ewingsdale Rd.
(02) 6190 8966
enquiries@threeblueducks.com
threeblueducks.com/byron

Open 7 days from 7am.
Mon-Thurs: breakfast & lunch
Fri-Sun: breakfast,
lunch & dinner
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The 
Good Life

Tucked into the vibrant Byron and Mullumbimby Farmers 

Markets is Matcha Byron Bay, a health-focused tea stall with 

a loyal local following. Run by former Japanese chef Ayumu 

Kishimoto, the stall brings the ancient tradition of Japanese 

tea to the Northern Rivers, offering a carefully curated menu 

of nourishing drinks and wholesome treats.

Ayumu sources his matcha and hojicha directly from Uji, 

Kyoto – Japan’s most revered tea-growing region and the 

birthplace of the tea ceremony. The matcha is ceremonial-

grade and stone-ground, rich in antioxidants and L-theanine, 

a unique amino acid that promotes calm focus and gentle, 

sustained energy without the crash of coffee.

The full product range includes hot or iced Matcha Lattes, 

straight Matcha Tea, Hojicha Lattes, and Hojicha Tea (roasted 

green tea), each prepared with care and customisable with 

your choice of oat, soy, almond, or cow’s milk. For something 

fun and refreshing, try the Strawberry Bubble Tea or the Kids 

Chocolate Bubble Tea – both crowd-pleasers with a Byron 

twist. Everything is made to order, so you can control the 

sweetness and even add toppings like whipped cream or 

tapioca pearls.

To snack on, don’t miss the vegan Matcha Muffin made 

with adzuki beans – a soft, flavourful treat that pairs perfectly 

with any drink.

What makes Matcha Byron Bay so special isn’t just the 

quality of its ingredients, but the care and calm energy 

Ayumu brings to every interaction. It’s more than just a drink 

– it’s a moment of wellness, rooted in tradition and delivered 

with a smile.

You will find Matcha Byron Bay every Friday from 

7am till 11am at Mullumbimby Farmers Market at the 

Mullumbimby Showground.

Government food strategy
On election night, a 

triumphant Anthony 

Albanese took to the 

stage brandishing a 

Medicare card as a symbol 

of the nation’s commitment 

to public healthcare.

As the reelected 

government gets to work 

on its promised national 

food security strategy, 

‘Feeding Australia’, it has 

a unique opportunity to 

build a strategic agenda 

as bold and transformative 

as Medicare.

That agenda is 

investment in food as a 

public good – a recognition 

that a healthy food system is 

as important to the nation’s 

health and wellbeing 

as access to hospitals, 

bulk-billing doctors and 

subsidised medicines.

Feeding Australia
The new Labor 

government, with its large 

majority, has a once-in-a-

generation chance to deliver 

meaningful change in our 

food system.

It went into the election 

promising a new food 

security strategy, which 

Agriculture Minister Julie 

Collins says will improve 

supply chain resilience and 

minimise price volatility at 

the checkout:

‘Australia has an 

impressive record in 

agriculture, feeding millions 

of people both here and 

abroad, but we can’t afford 

to be complacent. The 

Albanese Labor government 

will protect and strengthen 

Australia’s food security for 

the benefit of our farmers 

and all Australians, as well as 

the trading partners that rely 

on our produce. When our 

food and supply chains are 

secure, it reduces financial 

strain on households, 

helping all Australians.’

Labor has tried this 

before. In 2013, the Gillard 

government’s short-lived 

National Food Plan was 

criticised for prioritising 

corporate interests 

over public health and 

sustainability.

Repeating past mistakes 

will again risk putting 

corporate hunger first. The 

Feeding Australia strategy 

must prioritise the health 

of people, planet, and care 

for Country.

Food for thought
The food security strategy 

must address multiple, 

converging crises:

• growing food poverty

• worsening diet-related 

health

• biosecurity threats

• accelerating climate change

• declining farmer viability

• supermarket duopoly.

Australia produces 

enough food to feed more 

than twice its population. Yet 

it struggles to feed its own 

people well.

Foodbank Australia 

estimates one third of 

Australians now experience 

some form of food insecurity. 

A combination of market 

failures and policy inaction 

leaves us vulnerable to 

supply chain disruption and 

even greater food inequity.

Biosecurity is also a 

challenge. The recent 

outbreak of bird flu means 

eggs – a basic pantry 

item – now cost 16.1% 

more than 2020.

But it’s not only 

consumers who are suffering. 

One-third of vegetable 

growers are considering 

leaving agriculture in the 

next year, due to high 

costs and what growers’ 

group AUSVEG has called 

the ‘relentless squeeze’ 

on margins.

A business-as-usual 

approach will only 

reinforce the current state 

of Australia’s supermarket 

sector, which is among the 

most concentrated and 

profitable in the world. 

Accusations of price gouging 

and misleading pricing raise 

concerns for consumers, 

particularly during a cost-of-

living crisis.

As extreme climate events 

and biosecurity threats 

increase in frequency and 

intensity, the duopoly’s 

centralised supply 

chains have occasionally 

failed. After this year’s floods 

in Far North Queensland, 

supermarket shelves were 

empty once again.

Yet, independent grocers 

with shorter supply chains 

remained stocked – as they 

did during the Queensland 

floods in 2011.

The food strategy must 

do more than offer a band-

aid solution to fix an ailing 

food system.

Community 
networks

Local food networks have 

an important role to play in 

this process.

They are collectives of 

people and organisations 

that are committed to creat-

ing food and farming sys-

tems that put health, equity, 

and sustainability first. They 

gather collective wisdom, 

mobilise public procurement 

to support local producers, 

and secure more democratic, 

health-oriented, and sustain-

able food system policies.

Food networks are 

flourishing in North America, 

which has more than 300 

active councils as of 2023. 

The Australian sector is not 

as mature, but is growing.

Groups including the 

South Australian Urban Food 

Network, Tasmanian Food 

Security Council, Southern 

Harvest (NSW/ACT), and 

Farm 2 Fork Collective 

(Queensland), demonstrate 

growing capacity for citizen 

involvement in food policy 

and decision making. These 

networks encourage local 

initiatives such as com-

munity gardens, food hubs, 

and localised institutional 

procurement.

New research points to 

how community-led food 

cooperatives can also help 

improve food security and 

healthier diets. 

These, and other exam-

ples, show the power of 

community in strengthening 

food system resilience and 

security. But they can’t 

do it alone. Communities 

need government support 

and investment.

Future food
The question of who feeds 

Australia – and how we are 

fed – matters to us all.

The National Food 

Security Strategy is an 

opportunity to forge a more 

healthy food future. It can lay 

the foundations for a food 

and farming system that 

feeds us well for generations 

to come.

Achieving this bold 

agenda will take an inclusive, 

participatory process that 

foregrounds First Nations’ 

voices and the lived 

experience of those at the 

sharp end of the cost-of-

living crisis.

Rachael Walshe Post-doc-

toral researcher, University 

of Canberra et al. This article 

was originally published in 

The Conversation.

WEEKLY
LIVE
MUSIC

5:30PM-9PM
EVERY WEDNESDAY
WEEKLY SIGNATURE SIDES

TALK SH!T

EAT STICKS
YAKITORI
SERIES

NIC CAMPBELL
& FRIENDS

niccampbell.music
NORTHBYRONHOTEL

LL
DS

Empty shelves were a weekly occurrence in Far North 

Queensland after the floods stopped rail and road 

transport. Photo by Mick Haupt on Unsplash.

Matcha Byron Bay: a 
wellness ritual in every sip

lismore
produce market FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE 

EVERY THURSDAY 
3:00 - 6:00pm

In the heart of the city, 
on the steps of the Con.

Keen St. Lismore
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3. BYRON BAY CAMPING  
AND DISPOSALS
Make the most of these beautiful days for all 
those fun outdoor activities. Byron Bay Camping 
and Disposals have most of your bait and tackle 
needs, with brands in store like Okuma, Zman, 
Halco, Platypus and Jaz lures. They also have a 

for those who prefer spending their time in the 
water.
1/1 Tasman Way
www.byron-camping.com.au
0439 212 153

4. MR VINTAGE
How you dress is representative of your 
personality. You are unique, one in seven billion, 
born out of the death of a star.
Life’s too short to wear boring clothes. Recycled 
and vintage clothing sourced from around the world.
3/6 Centennial Circuit
02 6680 8640

 mrvintageaustralia 

1. NORTH BYRON HOTEL
North Byron Hotel is a meeting place for friends 
and families to get together and indulge in 
sustainable Northern Rivers produce, and 
local musical talents. Showcasing the best of 
the rainbow region, the sun-drenched garden 
welcomes locals and holidaymakers for 
restaurant-quality food at pub prices. Check out 

for the whole family.
61 Bayshore Drive
02 6685 6500
www.northbyronhotel.com.au

2. BODHI LIVING 
Bodhi Living showcases a carefully curated 
collection of furniture, homewares, rugs and 
lighting, sourced both locally and globally. 
They have introduced a range of collections 
designed in-house, including sofas, dining 
tables and seating using natural and sustainable 
materials such as rattan and wood. The brand 
encapsulates the freedom of spirit, and the soul 

Shop 1/18 Centennial Circuit
www.bodhiliving.com.au
IG @bodhi.living

Creative, small-batch, hand-
made, state-of-the-art, 
artisan, innovative, ethical, 
imaginative, hyper-local, 
leading-edge, quality, EXPLORE 
premium, master, handcrafted, 
accomplished, cutting edge, 
organic, designer, eclectic, 
DISCOVER ingenious, beautiful, 
unique, sensational, avant-
garde, original, visionary, 
inspirational, expert, brilliant, 
gifted, ahead of the curve. YOU 
wonderful, compelling, THERE 
experiencing, witnessing, 
engaging. NOW.

BYRON ARTS  
       & INDUSTRY ESTATE

Wollongbar St
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HABITAT PRECINCT 

8. HABITAT WORKSPACE
A modern co-working space for freelancers, 

Plus, enjoy easy access to Habitat’s on-site 

Building B1, 1 Porter Street
habitatbyronbay.com
02 6694 3244

9.  HABITAT BARBERSHOP  
HAS NOW REOPENED !

style space, also being used as a collaborative 

41/1 Porter Street 
Taking online bookings or walk in appointments.  
@habitatbarber_shop
9am to 5pm Tuesday to Friday 
9am to 3pm Saturday

HABITAT

wellness studios and good food galore.

5. BYRON FAMILY LAW

support clients to separate more kindly and to 

conveyancers, accountants, mediators, and 

you and your family to not only survive, but 

18 Parkes Avenue
02 6687 2774 
www.byronfamilylaw.com.au

6.  RICHARDSON  
MURRAY LAW

matters of separation, divorce, parenting 
arrangements and property settlements. 

42 Parkes Avenue
www.richardson-murray.law

7.  SOTHEBY’S  
INTERNATIONAL  
REALTY BYRON BAY

37-38/1 Porter Street
02 6610 9892
byronbaysir.com.au

Habitat is a cleverly designed 

can live, work and play, all in 

(community, creativity, respect 

good times, it is a little oasis 
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Cryptic Clues 
ACROSS
1. Dog circumvents an irregularity (6)

4. New York landmark is Apartment 
One, and not the other way around 
(8)

10. Geniuses managed streaming to cut 
premieres of Ninotchka and Giselle 
(7)

11. Ridiculed and, in fact, purged (7)

12. Charioteers skirt violent mob (4)

13. Journalist mistakenly answered 
Echo with ‘Russian leader’ (10)

15. Intellectual is nice to lunatic (6)

16. Disney’s first independent streaming 
service takes time. Far out! (7)

20. Smelly cheese stuffed with tropical 
fruits (7)

21. Religious ruling initially anti-female. 
On reflection, what’s changed? (6)

24. Inconclusive search by a fool ends 
with a Mexican meal (10)

26. Record shape (4)

28. Cut to Brooklyn maybe? (7)

29. Bond found in hovel at outskirts of 
Le Havre (7)

30. Strangely, three and ten can 
be switched around by linking 
technology (8)

31. One introduced to society by 
gentleman returned in litter (6)

DOWN
1. Internet legend eats roughage from 

grain and tissue (8)

2. Web theory developed in part of 
New York (3,6)

3. Alliance with new tax collector (4)

5. Titled aristocrat demonstrates 
Spooner’s unscrupulous rudeness 
(8)

6. Pouring rot over latrine – that’s 
awful! (10)

7. Performed again in sacred idyll (5)

8. Lowest points of Iran’s delta 
collapsing (6)

9/22. Newspaper even found in part of 
New York (5,6)

14.  Scot in hotel, rabidly hardline about 
launch of Guinness (10)

17. Novel that could be delivered to 
someone in Harlem (3,6)

18. Dog does number twos over family 
elder’s head (8)

19. Charlie checks for bubbles (8)

22. See 9 down
23. Loud drunk is well-heeled (5)

25. Weirdly, rather short of soil (5)

27. Fighting with Echo for goods (4)

Quick Clues 
ACROSS
1. Genetically altered organism (6)

4. Clothing press with pointed end (8)

10. Accomplished musical directors (7)

11. Mocked or ridiculed (7)

12. Violent public disturbance (4)

13. Television journalist presenting 
bulletins (10)

15. Related to intellect or 
understanding (6)

16. Far away or remote (7)

20. Sweet tropical fruits with spiky skin (7)

21. Ruling on a point of Islamic law (6)

24. Mexican folded tortilla with cheese 
filling (10)

26. Shape; document to be completed (4)

28. Shorten or condense text (7)

29. Restraining device or hindrance (7)

30. Computer networking technology (8)

31. Scattered remains or rubbish (6)

DOWN
1. Thin pliable sheet of tissue (8)

2. A street and neighbourhood in 
Lower Manhattan, once the scene of 
gang warfare (3,6)

3. Western military alliance (4)

5. Female aristocratic title (8)

6. Very heavy, as of rain (10)

7. Performed again or renovated (5)

8. The deepest depths (6)

9. Multiplied by (5)

14. Scottish mountain dweller (10)

17. Resident of the largest US city by 
population (3,6)

18. Lapdog of a short-legged breed with 
long hair and a snub nose (8)

19. Bubbly celebratory drink (8)

22. Multiply a number by itself (6)

23. Feeling of elation or excitement (5)

25. Third planet from the sun (5)

27. Manufactured items (4)

Crossword by Stephen Clarke #57

Last week’s solution #56
M A D R A S I N S I G H T S
B E I D A A E

H O L L A N D E R E R U N S
D I E A K I N

P E C C A D I L L O B R I G
I L Z A S

O B T U S E L Y Y C L E P T
O R D R

U N A B L E P O M P I D O U
A A T I I

O P E N H A L F N E L S O N
A A A L I A P

D R Y R U N A R B O R E A L
T E O G U G R

D E G A U L L E S H O U T Y

ARIES: Huge personal news for Aries this 

week is Saturn moving into your sign for 

the first time in 30 years. And what better 

than structured, strategic, systematic 

Saturn to usher Neptune-in-Aries dreams 

into reality over the next two and a half 

years? So get ready, set, manifest!

TAURUS: Feeling an urge to push back 

against something that’s annoyed you? 

Understandable, but rather than waste 

energy arguing with narcissists, this week’s 

invitation to you sensible sensualists is 

to remember life’s earthy pleasures and 

balance this overthinking transit by getting 

physical as oft en as you can.

GEMINI: The sun and generous Jupiter 

are joined this week by voluble Mercury 

turning up the volume in your expressive 

sign. This powerful planetary trinity off ers 

a shining spotlight to speak out and say 

what you’ve been wanting to say with 

confidence and charisma. Just try to steer 

clear of overpromising.

CANCER: Increased media 

communication, and a tsunami of local 

activity could make this week one of the 

year’s busiest for community interactions 

and gatherings. But no need to rush, or 

let anyone pressure you into taking on 

too much. Or believe everything you hear, 

including what you tell yourself.

LEO: Neptune, Saturn and Chiron, planets 

of imagination, application and healing in 

Leo’s zone of career and public life make 

these three words your best operating 

mantra for a successful week of mixing and 

mingling with other creative minds. The 

weekend moon in Leo looks auspicious for 

some delightful socialising.

VIRGO: Your planet ruler Mercury linking up 

with big-picture Jupiter in its most outgoing 

and contemporary mode strongly suggests 

skipping small talk and sharing the broader 

dimensions of your thoughts. Because this 

week’s astral conditions are ripe to ignite 

a fortuitous meeting of minds that could 

expand your networks.

LIBRA: Flirty Mercury zooms into its 

talkative home sign to give this week 

a double shot of new ideas, dynamite 

socialising and colourful chat. With 

cooperative, communicative vibes in the air 

that somehow make one plus one feel like 

three, is it time to think about pairing up 

for a win?

SCORPIO: While this week’s incessant 

talkfest might drive you mental as anything, 

its silver lining invites you to lighten 

up. To showcase your wit, which will 

be appreciated. To explore a less all-or-

nothing mindset and consider alternative 

possibilities. To practise the Scorpionic art 

of leaving people wanting more …

SAGITTARIUS:  Mercury jetting into its 

snappiest placement means you certainly 

won’t be short of brilliant comebacks 

this week which could, however, turn 

conversations cathartic. So be discreet, 

discriminating, discerning, and remember 

the two ears/one mouth rule: you learn a lot 

by listening twice as much as you talk.

CAPRICORN: Capricorns are long-term 

planners, and Saturn, your mentor planet, 

moving into the zodiac’s boldest sign for 

the first time since 1998 brings a powerful 

blend of discipline and drive. Along, of 

course, with some challenges wrestling 

rambunctious and impatient urges into 

beneficial channels.

AQUARIUS: In the zodiac season of the 

twins, things tend to come in pairs, which 

can mean twice as much fun, or double 

your troubles – with two the magic number, 

probably both. Gearing down from trying to 

complete everything at warp speed could 

give others more opportunity to get on 

board with support this week.

PISCES: With motivating Mars and your 

zodiac ruler Neptune both in drive mode, 

it’s easy for pesky details to slip under 

this week’s radar, and definitely worth 

bringing your attention to the fine print. 

Before you finalise anything, important, 

do an in-depth review, especially where 

financials are concerned.

STARS 
BY LILITH

GEMINI THE TWINS 

Breaking astro-news 
for earthlings is Saturn 
joining Neptune in 
Aries, the zodiac sign 
of new beginnings – a 
significant planetary 
shift  which continues 
dissolving old patterns 
and introducing new 
paradigms for the 
foreseeable future …

In a Pickle
Mandy Nolan

O k, I did it. I played pickleball. 

Originally I’d thought it just a 

game for seniors. And because 

of its low impact nature, originally it 

was. It was clearly invented by them. 

The older community tried to keep 

the pickle of excitement under wraps. 

What if other people find out about this 

highly social, very accessible way of 

engaging in a leisure activity?!

What is this crazy paddle and 

ball sport that is getting nannas off 

Candy Crush and back on the court? 

It’s pickleball. And millions of people 

around the world are getting into it. 

It’s the ultimate F-you to AI. It’s human 

interaction without digital interference. 

It’s simple. It’s sweaty. It’s silly. And it’s 

the fastest-growing sport in the world. 

That’s because it feels more like a game 

of cards than sport. Oh, yes they do use 

cards. You have to pick a card to see 

what court you’re on. The red 8’s play 

the black 8’s kind of thing. That’s so last 

century. Great to see the dusty old pack 

of cards put to good use.

Ok. Let me try and explain pickleball. 

Firstly there are no pickles. The ball 

doesn’t even resemble a pickle. I 

thought at first it was a name created to 

entice older folk off their Jason reclin-

ers. Put a pickle in it and nanna is up. 

There’s a few theories, but my favourite 

is that it was named after the inventor’s 

dog. So that will do.

So here’s a bit of a breakdown of 

how it’s played. There’s four people 

to a team, and you can have as many 

people as there are pickleball courts. 

A pickleball court is about one-quarter 

the size of a tennis court. It’s about six 

metres wide, and the player is in a zone 

just over six metres in length. So the big 

attraction is there’s not much court to 

cover, because there’s two players in 

each zone.

It’s kind of like, if tennis had sex with 

ping-pong and then dropped a little 

acid. And maybe a biscuit. You play with 

plastic paddles like a beach game from 

the 1970s and you hit this weird plastic 

ball with holes in it that looks a lot like 

a cat toy. The plastic is a bit of a push 

back on a world that should be curbing 

its plastic use. So you’ll be happy to 

know that eco-friendly pickleball pad-

dles made from bamboo and recycled 

plastic are available. Just hardly anyone 

is probably using them yet.

Don’t be fooled by the shitty equip-

ment. You can get some power in that 

serve. Which has to be underhand. 

Which feels a bit how you goin’. It’s 

clear an older safety-conscious woman 

invented this sport. No one has been 

knocked out by an underhand serve! 

Oh, and there’s a part of the court called 

a kitchen! Which is very confusing but 

there’s rules about when and how you 

go in there. Another sign that an older 

matriarch has had her hand in creating 

these bespoke pickleball nanna rules.

The ball has to bounce once on each 

side before you volley. No reason. Just 

control. Someone has to make up the 

rules. You keep going until the rally is 

lost. Same as tennis – generally it’s a 

line fault or you lose the rally. You can’t 

hit the ball on the full or volley in the 

kitchen. I don’t know why. The kitchen 

is the pickleball sacred space.

You can only win points on your 

serve. Don’t even ask me to explain 

the scoring. It’s nuts. People just call 

out random numbers. Like 2-3-5 or 

something like that. There are four 

people on the court and they call out 

three numbers. Someone told me it 

was confusing. It is. Sounds more like a 

bingo call than an actual score. I can’t 

explain it.

But most importantly, it’s fun.

Get off Netflix and get onto your local 

pickleball court.

Mandy Nolan’s Soapbox column 

has appeared in The Echo for almost 23 

years. The personal and the political 

often meet here; she’s also been the 

Greens federal candidate since before 

the last two federal elections. The 
Echo’s coverage of political issues will 

remain as comprehensive and fair as 

it has ever been, outside this opinion 

column which, as always, contains 

Mandy’s personal opinions only.

Soapbox www.echo.net.au/soap-box

It’s kind 
of like, if 

tennis had 
sex with ping-
pong and then 

dropped a little 
acid. And maybe 

a biscuit.

MANDY NOLAN’S
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 This month’s edition 

of Kingy Comedy 
features Peter Berner 
who is, without a doubt, 

one of Australia’s most 

popular and respected 

comics – his intelligent 

humour has always set 

him apart as a performer 

who straddles comedy 

styles as disparate as 

satire, observational 

comedy, and reactive 

comedy with ease.

Wednesday from 7pm 
at the Kingscliff Beach 
Bowls Club. Free show

 Comedic genius 

Ruby Teys performs 

her original Australiana 

tropicana psychological 

sh*tstorm – Cherry 
Vinyl: Coober Pedy’s Last 
Showgirl, is an ode to 

the Gold Coast’s most 

treasured showgirls, 

bikies, predators, crisp 

dry white coolabahs, 

prawn cocktails, and the 

sugar daddies that kept 

them all in business!

Thursday at 7pm at 
the Brunswick Picture 
House, Brunswick 
Heads. Tickets from $30 
via: brunswickpicture  
house. com

 In conjunction with 

World Environment 

Day, the Serpentine 
Community Gallery 
are hosting a double 

exhibition opening – 

‘Waterways of Wisdom’ 

is a group exhibition 

dedicated to the beauty 

and vitality of our 

rivers, and ‘Nicholsons 

& Nature’ is a family 

group exhibition which 

draws inspiration from 

their deep connection, 

appreciation, and 

protection of nature, 

especially the rainforest 

of Terania Creek.

Friday from 5.30pm 
at Serpentine Gallery, 

Lismore. Free event 
with live music

 Bootleg Rascal are 

long-time collaborators 

and friends Carlos Lara 

and Jimmy Young – 

taking cues from the likes 

of Gorillaz, Kid Cudi and 

Massive Attack, the duo 

combines an eclectic mix 

of hip-hop, reggae, indie-

rock, dub and electronica 

– all while simultaneously 

delivering a cohesive 

sound they make their 

own.

Friday from 6pm at 
the Hotel Brunswick, 
Brunswick Heads. 
Free show

 As dedicated full-

time musicians, Paper 
Lane is in constant 

motion, gracing stages 

across the east coast 

of Australia with a 

captivating sound and 

infectious melodies all 

woven together with a 

distinctive twist that is 

unmistakably their own. 

Saturday from 8pm at 
The Rails, Byron Bay. 
Free show

 Get ready to ride the 

soul train – Lisa Hunt’s 
Forever Soul is rolling 

back into town for an 

evening of powerhouse 

vocals, feel-good funk, 

and the kind of energy 

only Lisa can deliver. A 

Beach Hotel icon and 

audience favourite, Lisa 

brings her signature 

blend of gospel roots, 
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k Nine pieces 
of reggae
Bradamon Band is a dynamic nine-piece reggae 

ensemble based in South East Queensland known for 

their vibrant fusion of traditional Māori music, Pacific 

rhythms, and deep roots reggae. Fronted by Reece 

Mihaere McMillan-Campbell – a seasoned tāmoko artist 

and music producer originally from Gisborne, New 

Zealand – the band brings a fresh and soulful energy to 

the Australasian reggae scene.

Bradamon Band has shared stages with renowned acts 

like 1814, Katchafire, and Six60, captivating audiences 

with their energetic performances. They continue to 

engage fans through social media platforms, particularly 

Instagram (@bradamonband), where they announce 

upcoming shows and share behind-the-scenes content.

With a growing discography and a commitment to 

spreading messages of love and unity, Bradamon Band 

stands as a vibrant force in the reggae music landscape, 

bridging cultural traditions with contemporary sounds.

This is a free show on Sunday, June 8 from 4.30pm at 
the Beach Hotel, Byron Bay.
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R&B, Motown, and disco magic for 

an unforgettable Sunday session.

Sunday from 4.30pm at the Beach 
Hotel, Byron Bay. Free show

 The Lismore Jazz Club this 

month features Now2Now, a witch’s 

brew of free jazz funk, typewriter 

chatter, bone-dry rock, acoustic 

poison clouds, and industrial kitsch, 

always driving forward, improvised 

and composed in real time.

Sunday from 2pm at the 
Lismore City Bowlo.Tickets on 
the door are $20, or $15 for Jazz 
Club members.

s 

x 

seven days of entertainment
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2025 NRYO enrolments open
Calling all young musicians! Don’t 

miss out on the opportunity to 

join the Northern Rivers Youth 
Orchestra (NRYO) in Lismore 

this July.

Hosted by the esteemed Northern 

Rivers Conservatorium, this orchestra 

brings together talented young 

musicians from all over the region 

for a three-day-long intensive 

program of rehearsals, workshops, 

and performances. 

Led by inspiring conductors, along 

with mentors from the Sydney 

Conservatorium of Music Buddy 

Program, you’ll have the chance to 

work with some of the best music 

educators in the country and learn 

from their wealth of experience.

As a member of the NRYO, you’ll 

be honing your skills, collaborating 

with other talented musicians, 

and getting to perform at the 

Whitebrook Theatre in a public grand 

finale concert! You’ll also make new 

friends and be part of a supportive 

and inspiring community of young 

musicians who share your passion 

for music.

Northern Rivers Youth Orchestra 

participants can expect to learn a 

wide range of music from the high 

energy to the sublime, sourced from 

blockbuster movies, iconic bands 

and famous classical works, featuring 

many well-known composers both 

contemporary and historical.

‘Speaking as someone who has 

done it every year since 2012, it is 

such an incredibly fun, rewarding 

and motivating experience ... alumni 

from NRYO have gone on to be 

world-class soloists and ensemble 

performers’, says Tilly Jones, local 

performer/composer and Northern 

Rivers Conservatorium librarian.

The Northern Rivers Youth Orchestra 

is comprised of full orchestras, 

concert bands, and strings 

ensembles. The cost for seniors 

(AMEB 4+) is $195, and for juniors 

(AMEB 1-3) it is $175. An early bird 

discount of $20 applies until June 13.

So why wait? Apply now for the 

Northern Rivers Youth Orchestra and 

join in for an unforgettable three 

days of music-making, learning 

and inspiration. Don’t miss your 

chance to be part of this amazing 

experience!

The Northern Rivers Youth 
Orchestra will be held July 8-10.

Enrol here: https://enrol.nrcac.
edu.au/enrol-workshops/
Enquiries: nryo@nrcac.edu.au
Subscribe: subscribe.nrcac.edu.au.

Too much fun with 
Trombone Kellie
Trombone Kellie Gang is one of the hardest working 

bands on the Northern Rivers today, performing from 

the Sunshine Coast to the Byron hinterland. They are 

truly entertaining, with the perfect recipe of street 

blues, jazz swing, gospel, soul, and a bit of rock and roll. 

Featuring exciting and fresh takes on delta swing and 

country blues, they are old school authentic.

The straight-talking, hip-swinging jazz and blues of 

the Trombone Kellie Gang will get you moving. They’re 

fronted by the renowned Trombone Kellie, whose 

powerful vocal delivery and roots blues trombone 

playing feature alongside some great guitar work by 

Scrubby Pete.

The engine room is simply brilliant with Rodney Ford a 

veteran drummer of the Australian jazz and blues scene, still 

playing with jazz royalty Galapagos Duck. Justin Pfeiffer
has spent 40 years on double bass. Originally from Adelaide, 

Justin lived in Japan in the late ‘80s being exposed to a 

variety of musical forms before returning to Australia in 2000.

This band as a three- to five-piece outfit have the perfect 

recipe for raucous Street Blues, made for the people and 

delivered with relish. 

With an element of surprise, the Trombone Kellie Gang 

experience is always a load of fun and they are bringing 

too much of it (fun that is) to the Ballina RSL this 
Sunday for the Sunday Blues Sessions, starting at 
2.30pm on the Boardwalk.

Jess and the 
flash mob
Though the Northern Rivers Women and Children’s 

Services (NORWACS) had to cancel the Lismore Women’s 

Festival owing to a cyclone named Alfred, the planned 

keynote speaker and song event for the day have been 

rescheduled for June 26.

NORWACS hopes you can join them for an inspiring 

evening with Jess Hill, the acclaimed and award-winning 

journalist and author, as she shares powerful insights 

from her latest research on gender-based violence. 

Jess’s work continues to challenge and transform the 

national conversation — this is a rare opportunity to hear 

directly from one of Australia’s most compelling voices 

on the subject.

The evening will open with a dynamic performance 

by Byron Bay Singing’s Flash Bang Mob, inviting the 

audience into an empowering and uplifting interactive 

singing experience.

Guiding the audience through the evening will be the 

brilliant Lissie Turner as the mistress of ceremonies.

An AUSLAN interpreter will be present for Jess Hill’s 

presentation.

This event starts at 6pm at the Starcourt Theatre in 
Lismore. Tickets are $15/$5 via: starcourttheatre.com.au.
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WEDNESDAY 28
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, TRILLA
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM INO PIO
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6.30PM DAN HANNAFORD 
+ DJ DAVI BAGMA, 
9PM DUELING PIANOS: JON 
SHORTER & SHANE PARRY
BANGALOW BOWLO 
7.30PM BANGALOW 
BRACKETS OPEN MIC
THE PADDOCK PROJECT, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM OPEN 
MIC JAM
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
6.30PM KINGY COMEDY – 
PETER BERNER

THURSDAY 29
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, MARSHALL OKELL DUO
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
5PM KALAKARI + LAHGO
BYRON THEATRE 7PM SACRED 
EARTH
THE NORTHERN, BYRON 
BAY, 6.30PM INO PIO + DJ 
QUENDO, 9PM DUELING 
PIANOS: JON SHORTER & 
SAM WHEAT
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM CAL 
CREELMAN
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM CHERRY VINYL: 
COOBER PEDY’S LAST 
SHOWGIRL
SAINT MARIES, BRUNSWICK 
HEADS, 6PM MONDO HUM
LENNOX HOTEL 8PM JAM 
NIGHT
ELTHAM HOTEL 
6PM BLUEGRASS JAM
LISMORE CITY BOWLO 
7PM THE SUPPER CLUB SOUL 
BAND
THE CITADEL, 
MURWILLUMBAH, 
6PM SINGERS 
SONGWRITER’S AT THE 
CITADEL
TWIN TOWNS, TWEED 
HEADS, THE SHOWROOM 
7.30PM SONGS FROM THE 
CANYON

FRIDAY 30
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, JB’S BLUES BREAKERS
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
5PM SUNNY LUWE DUO + 
BLISS N ESO
BYRON THEATRE 7PM NICKI 
PARROTT
THE NORTHERN, BYRON 
BAY, 4PM MATTY ROGERS 
DUO + KANE MUIR TRIO, 
6PM SPANGLED THURSDAY 
FT. POWERDRILL, 
MASOCHIST, THE FEM 
GREMS & MULCH, 
8PM DUELING PIANOS: SAM 
WHEAT & SHANE PARRY + 
JOHN HILL & JON SHORTER, 
THINGS IN MOTION FT. TORI 
PEPPER
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 
4.30PM DJ ALICE Q
ELEMENTS OF BYRON 
5PM GUY AND NICCI
ARTS FACTORY GARDEN BAR, 
BYRON BAY, 7PM THIRST 
TRAP, OFF JUDY, 
CANNABYSS AND LIPLINE
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 
6PM BOOTLEG RASCAL, + 
XUJA & THE GIN BUGGS
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 6PM DAVE HUGHES
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ 
AFRODESIA
ST JOHN’S SCHOOL 
HALL, MULLUMBIMBY, 
7.30PM ECSTATIC DANCE 
MULLUM WITH DJ PEACH
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
8PM KRAPEOKEEE WITH 
JESS
CLUB LENNOX 7PM BEN 
WHITING
CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 7PM JOE CONROY
ELTHAM HOTEL 7PM CAITLIN 
HARNETT
LISMORE WORKERS CLUB 
8PM WHO’S BAD
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 
8.30PM DJ SHIMON
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6.30PM PHIL & TILLEY

CABARITA BEACH HOTEL 
6.30PM THE ATLANTIC 
SALMON
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
5PM BLAKE EVANS

SATURDAY 31
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, PAPER LANE
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
3PM KANE MUIR + MATT 
ARMITAGE DUO + JAM HOT
BYRON THEATRE 6PM DAVE 
HUGHES
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 
1.30PM DANI QUAYLE MUSIC 
+ DJ JR.DYNAMITE
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
7PM MILO GREEN DUO + DJ 
OREN SELECTA, 8PM POLY 
& CO + KANE MUIR & THE 
HOWLERS, 8PM DUELING 
PIANOS: SAM WHEAT & 
SHANE PARRY + JOHN HILL 
& JON SHORTER
BANGALOW HOTEL 
4PM PHANTOM LIMBZ
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 
4.30PM THE DETECTIVES + 
DJ AROC
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM KIRSTY WEBECK: 
EVERYTHING I NEED TO SAY 
ABOUT SEA CREATURES
BRUNSWICK HEADS 
MEMORIAL HALL 4PM BUSH 
DANCE FOR WALLUM
MULLUMBIMBY EX-SERVICES 
CLUB 7.30PM THE SWAMP 
CATS
BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 
6PM ADAM BROWN
CLUB LENNOX 7PM PISTOL 
WHIP
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 
6PM HAYLEY GRACE
CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 8PM JABIRU
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 
8.30PM SI CLONE + DJ GEZ
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6PM MARK AITKEN
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
5PM JASON DELPHIN
TWIN TOWNS, TWEED 
HEADS, THE SHOWROOM 
8PM WHO’S BAD

SUNDAY 1
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, ANIMAL VENTURA
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
4.30PM LISA HUNT
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 2PM DJ 
NAT WHITE
BANGALOW HOTEL 4PM DAVE 
POWER
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 
4PM DROP LEGS + ANIMAL 
VENTURA
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
3PM SWAMP CATS OPEN MIC
WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 3PM DJ 
MONSIEUR DIOP
BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 
1PM SAM LILY
LENNOX PIZZA 
5PM HILLBILLY SKANK DUO
AUSTRALIAN HOTEL, BALLINA, 
2PM JOE CONROY
ELTHAM HOTEL 
2.30PM MANDY HAWKES
LISMORE CITY BOWLO 
2PM LISMORE JAZZ CLUB – 
NOW2NOW
CABARITA BEACH HOTEL 
3PM FIN HOY

MONDAY 2
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, LEIGH JAMES
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM ALLY PALMER

TUESDAY 3
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, CHRIS ARONSTEN
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM HENRY WEST

WEDNESDAY 4
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON 
BAY, TAMEAKA FAIRFULL

BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
6PM WILL HENDERSON
BANGALOW BOWLO 
7.30PM BANGALOW 
BRACKETS OPEN MIC
THE PADDOCK PROJECT, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM OPEN 
MIC JAM

It’s FREE to list your gigs in the gig guide.
gigs@echo.net.au w: echo.net.au/gig-guide
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FOR ALL GERMAN FF BY POPS, PLEASE VISIT GERMANFILMFESTIVAL.COM.AU • 6686 9600 BALLINA FAIR • 6680 8555 BYRON BAYSCAN TO BOOK ONLINE

SPECIAL SCREENINGS
A NIGHT WITH JANIS 
JOPLIN: THE MUSICAL
(CTC)

Sat, Sun: 1:00PM
DRESSED TO KILL (R18+)
CULT VAULT

Mon: 6:00PM
NT LIVE: FLEABAG 
(ENCORE) (MA15+)

Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun: 6:15PM
THE GREAT LILLIAN 
HALL (M) MOVIE CLUB PREVIEW

Mon: 1:00PM

FAMILY FILMS
A MINECRAFT MOVIE (PG)

Daily: 10:45AM, 1:40PM
FLOW (G)

Thurs, Fri, Tues, Wed: 
1:00PM
LILO & STITCH (PG)

DAILY: 11:00AM, 1:20PM, 
2:10PM, 3:40PM, 4:30PM, 
6:00PM

ALL FILMS
BEATING HEARTS (MA15+) NFT

Daily: 11:15AM, 2:30PM, 
4:00PM, 7:10PM
BRING HER BACK (MA15+)

Daily: 1:30PM, 3:45PM, 
6:00PM, 8:15PM
FINAL DESTINATION: 
BLOODLINES (MA15+)

Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun: 
3:50PM, 8:00PM. Mon, 
Tues, Wed: 3:50PM, 
6:10PM, 8:30PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - 
THE FINAL RECKONING  (M)

Daily: 10:45AM, 1:10PM, 
4:00PM, 6:50PM
OCEAN WITH DAVID 
ATTENBOROUGH  (PG)

Thurs, Tues, Wed: 11:00AM, 
3:30PM, 5:45PM, 8:10PM. 
Fri, Sat, Sun: 11:00AM, 
5:45PM, 8:30PM. Mon: 
11:00AM, 3:30PM, 5:45PM, 
8:00PM

SINNERS (MA15+)

Daily: 1:10PM, 7:20PM
THE PENGUIN 
LESSONS (M)

Daily: 11:00AM
THE SALT PATH (M)

Daily: 10:45AM, 4:30PM, 
7:00PM
THE SURFER (MA15+)

Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun: 
1:50PM, 8:15PM. Mon: 
1:20PM, 8:15PM. Tues, 
Wed: 1:50PM, 6:00PM, 
8:15PM
THUNDERBOLTS*  (PG)

Daily: 11:00AM, 8:10PM
TINA (MOTHER) (M)

Daily except Mon: 11:15AM.
Mon: 10:50AM

PALACE BYRON BAY 

A NIGHT AT THE OPERA 
(G)

Sat: 2:20PM
BRING HER BACK (MA15+)

Daily: 12:10PM, 7:15PM
FINAL DESTINATION: 
BLOODLINES (MA15+)

Daily except Sat: 4:40PM, 
7:15PM. Sat: 7:15PM
LILO & STITCH (PG)

Daily: 10:00AM, 12:20PM, 
2:40PM, 5:00PM

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE – 
THE FINAL RECKONING (M)

Daily: 12:40PM, 4:00PM, 
7:00PM
OCEAN WITH DAVID 
ATTENBOROUGH (PG)

Thurs: 9:30AM. Daily exc 
Thurs: 10:00AM
THE SALT PATH (M)

Daily except Sat: 10:15AM, 
2:20PM. Sat: 10:15AM, 
4:30PM

BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS

SESSION TIMES
THURSDAY MAY 29

TO WEDNESDAY JUNE 4

COMING SOON

COMING SOON

It will appear in the paper, the online gig guide and on Bay FM

email gigs@echo.net.au with the details

to post your gig in 
the Echo Gig Guide

Their beat of 
their hearts
The phenomenal Adèle Exarchopoulos (Blue Is The 
Warmest Colour) and François Civil (The Three Musketeers) 

– arguably French cinema’s brightest young talents 

– devour the screen in Gilles Lellouche’s vibrant, genre-

spanning romantic epic that follows a written-in-the-

stars infatuation tested by social boundaries, betrayal 

and circumstances beyond all control.

Love makes one crazy.  Just ask Clotaire (Civil) and 

Jackie (Exarchopoulos), who meet in their teens in 

their Northern France working-class neighbourhood 

in the 1980s. Despite their differences – she is a 

diligent student from the middle class, he a charming 

troublemaker with a complex family life – an intense 

and unmistakable connection is sparked. But tragedy 

soon pulls them apart.

A decade later, Clotaire tries desperately to win back his 

lost love. But has his chance passed?

Driven by a kinetic soundtrack by Jon Brion, indelible 

production design and all-star supporting cast, Beating 
Hearts pays homage to the US independent film wave 

of the 80s and early 90s but creates an impact truly of 

its own.

Delivering another massive, crowd-pleasing blockbuster 

result at the French box office (after Sink Or Swim) with 

an extraordinary 5 million admissions, Lellouche reaches 

for the stars and rewards all who strap in for the ride.

See this great film at both Ballina Fair and Palace 
Byron: palacecinemas.com.au.

seven days of entertainment
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Classifieds North Coast news online

WHERE TO GET THE ECHO 
If you live in Newrybar, Lennox Head or 
Ballina, but outside our current home 
delivery area, you can pick up an 
Echo from many locations, including:
Newrybar Providore Newrybar; Richies 
IGA Ballina, Ballina RSL, One Stop Shop 
Ballina, Ballina Golf Club East Ballina, 
Brighton St Takeaway near the Shawsy, 
Seagrass Lennox, Lennox pub drive-
through, Station St Grocer Lennox

FUNERAL NOTICES

LIFE CELEBRATIONS

KATRINA ORME

18/09/1957 - 15/05/2025
Deeply loved and forever in our hearts.
Please join us in celebrating the life of 

the incredible Treen this 
Saturday 31st May.

10am at Broken Head Beach.
Midday at The Bowlo Bangalow.

Wear colour.

HEALTH
HYPNOSIS & EFT

Simple and effective solutions.
Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma.

Maureen Bracken 0402205352

THERAPEUTIC 
MASSAGE

Relax, Revive, Restore. Techniques 
in Swedish, Remedial, Sports, Deep 

Tissue, Relaxation, Full Body & ASMR 
or combination. 60, 75, 90 minutes.

Mark 0448441194

KINESIOLOGY
Clear subconscious sabotages.
Reprogram patterns and beliefs.

Restore vibrancy and 
physical health. De-stress.

0403125506
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

HYPNOSIS & NLP
Over 30 years of experience

WendyPurdey.com. Ph 0497 090 233

TREE SERVICES
Leaf it to us 4x4 truck/chipper, crane 
truck, stump grinding. Local, qualified, 
insured, free quotes.  0402487213

TRADEWORK

FOR SALE

ARCHIBALD’S CHEAP 
QUARRY PRODUCTS

Road base, gravel, blue metal and metal 
dust. ALL SIZE DELIVERIES. 

Phone 66845517, 0418481617

WANTED
LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop 
crap! Matt 0401955052

TREE FERNS
Any shape, size. Royalties paid. 

Ongoing supply needed. 0414904396

GARAGE SALES
SOUTH GOLDEN BEACH 26 Peter St 
Moving sale: all must go. Sat 8am

SHORT TERM ACCOM

CARAVANS
CARAVANS 

We buy, sell & consign. 
All makes & models.

0408 758 688

TO LET
COOPERS SHOOT new 1bdrm modern 
cottage. Ensuite, double carport, aircon, 
sea views $650pw Ph 0439871485

BYRON room, f/furn, close to Clarkes 
Beach, free WiFi, drug-free, $220pw, no 
bills. Bond req. 0423353877.

STUDIO $320pw + bond. Shared utilities. 
Shelley Dr Byron. 6-12mth+ lease. Chris 
Signal/WhatsApp only. +61411509322

MYOCUM: peaceful & private furn. 
studio $550pw incl. elec, gas, water 

(tank), wifi. 2 wks rent in adv,.
6-month stay (flexible) 

Please email: 
myocumrental@gmail.com

LOCAL REMOVAL
& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly, 

with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

BALLINA SELF-STORAGE UNITS
Secure. From $22p/w. Ranging 

from 10–44 m3. Across 3 locations. 
66867011

WANTED TO RENT
I’M LOOKING to rent a secure single 
garage in central Byron Bay to store a 
small vehicle. Please call Ed 0418660063

POSITIONS VACANT
CANE SEASONAL TRUCK DRIVERS

wanted! HC or MC licence holders for 
the Condong, Broadwater or Harwood 
NSW sugar mill areas. Contact Wendy.

Keel@sctlogistics.com.au with a 
resume or 0409568795, or apply direct 

at seek.com.au/job/82948461

LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Work 
available in busy adult parlour. Travellers 
welcome. 66816038 for details.

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED
Flexible work hours – 
perfect 2nd income

Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

ECHO CLASSIFIEDS – 6684 1777
CLASSIFIEDS THAT 
WORK ALL WEEK!

Echo Classies also appear online:
www.echo.net.au/classifi ed-ads

CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS
PHONE ADS
Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777
AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE
Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo offi  ce:

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby
EMAIL ADS
Display (box ads) and line classifi eds, email: 

classifi eds@echo.net.au 
Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to 
Friday, 9am–5pm. Ads can’t be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

DEADLINE TUES 12PM
Publication day is Wednesday, booking deadlines 

are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT
LINE ADS:
$17.00 for the fi rst two lines 
$5.00 for each extra line 
$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

DISPLAY ADS (with a border): $14 
per column centimetre
These prices include GST.

Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.

PUBLIC NOTICES
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Byron Bay Hospital Auxiliary
is a volunteer community service 
that helps raise funds for our local 
hospital.

Volunteers welcomed!

Help with cake and plant stalls, 
selling raffle tickets or at the farmers 
markets, there’s always something 
you can do to assist the team in their 
good work. 

Members meet on the third Monday 
of each month from 1.00 pm.

Contact Maureen Weir 
0266 853 162 for more 
information.

Donate $50 or
more to Positive
Change for Marine
Life to redeem!

SCAN ME

info@pcfml.org.aupcfml.org.au

Mention “OCEAN” in your donation
message and we will be in touch!

6684 6232

In Loving Memory of
VALMA ISOBEL 

BURKE
Passed away peacefully 

on Friday 23rd May 2025
98 years

*
A service will be held at 

St. Finbarr’s Catholic Church
Wednesday 4th June 2025, 
11.00am. 50 Tennyson St, 

Byron Bay, NSW 2481
*

O’Dell, Muriel 
Elizabeth

Late of St Andrews Village 
Ballina, formerly of New City 
Road Mullumbimby, passed 
away peacefully on 22 May 

2025 aged 101.
Dearly loved daughter of 
Freddie and Clara O’Dell 

(both dec’d), much loved sister 
and sister in law of Clara and 

Ron, Fred and Eileen (all 
dec’d), Charlie (dec’d) and 

Pat, much loved Aunt, Great 
Aunt and Great Great Aunt 

to all her nieces and nephews 
especially to Jan, Margaret and 

Rhonda and their families.
Your presence we will miss, 

your memory we will treasure, 
go in peace – you’ve earned 

your sleep, loving you always. 
A service will be held at St 
Martin’s Anglican Church, 

38 Stuart St, Mullumbimby, 
on Friday 30th May 

commencing at 11am.
A private cremation will follow.

0427 743 817

Mindfulness @ Work

Bring greater focus, 
clarity and calm into your 

workplace.

Certified Mindfulness 
Educator Paul Bibby

0401 926 090

ZENTHAI 
SHIATSU 

RELAX, 
RELEASE,

RECONNECT

Contact Alex 
Zenthai Shiatsu Therapist
Bodywork with intention

One-on-one sessions
0421 921 538

alexandra.birot@gmail.com

crystalsanddreaming.com.au

0413 003 301

Tending to all aspects 
of your health and 

wellbeing with care 
and compassion.

Physical ~ Emotional ~ 
Mental ~ Spiritual

Contact Kate for a 
free discovery call.

0427 347 380
Fully insured • Free quotes

20 years local experience
• 19 inch chipper • Stump grinding 

• Cherry picker • Crane truck • Bob Cat 

Byron Bay & Surrounding AreasByron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 31406681 3140
Mobile 0417 698 227Mobile 0417 698 227

• Arborist • 15” Wood • Arborist • 15” Wood 
Chipper • Stump Grinder  Chipper • Stump Grinder 

• Fully Insured• Fully Insured

Tip Runs &
Rubbish 
Removal

0408 210 772

2 BED HOUSE FOR 
SHORT TERM RENT

22 June to 1 August

South Golden Beach 
• quiet neighbourhood 

• garden • covered deck 
• piano • internet 

• indoor and outdoor 
shower • bath • 

• walk/cycle to beach
$650 /week

0420 235 624
Not suitable for pets 

or young children

High School 
Counsellor

Mon-Fri (term time only)
See advertisement on page 11.

Position description and 
application process 

www.capebyronsteiner.
nsw.edu.au
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Classifieds

AMBULANCE, FIRE, POLICE 000
AMBULANCE Mullumbimby & Byron Bay
131 233
POLICE Brunswick Heads 6629 7510

Mullumbimby ......... 6629 7570
Byron Bay ................. 6685 9499
Bangalow.................. 6629 7500

STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE
Storm & tempest damage, flooding .............132 500
BRUNSWICK VALLEY RESCUE
Primary rescue .................................... 6685 1999
BRUNSWICK MARINE RADIO TOWER

............................... 6685 0148
BYRON CENTRAL HOSPITAL6639 9400
BYRON COUNCIL: EMERGENCY 
AFTER HOURS .......................... 6622 7022
NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE
(Mullumbimby) ................................... 6684 1286
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
24 hour crisis line ..........................1800 656 463
LIFELINE ............................................131 114
MENSLINE.............................1300 789 978
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 24 hours

.................................1800 423 431
AL-ANON Help for family and friends of alcoholics

.......................... 1300 252 666
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS
Meets daily ....................................... 6680 7280
NORTHERN RIVERS GAMBLING 
SERVICE ....................................... 6687 2520
HIV/AIDS – ACON
Confidential testing & information ........ 6622 1555
ANIMAL RESCUE (DOGS & CATS)

............................... 6622 1881
NORTHERN RIVERS WILDLIFE 
CARERS ....................................... 6628 1866
KOALA HOTLINE ...................... 6622 1233
WIRES – NSW Wildlife Information & 
Rescue Service.......................... 6628 1898

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

DATE
(May

/June)

DAY, 
MOON 
PHASE

SUN 
RISE /

SET

MOON 
RISE /

SET

HIGH 
TIDES, 

height (m)

LOW 
TIDES, 

height (m)

28 W
6:28

16:57
7:35

17:44
0856 1.27; 
2137 2.01

0317 0.34; 
1431 0.25

29 TH
6:29

16:57
8:42

18:50
0948 1.21; 
2227 1.96

0415 0.35; 
1518 0.31

30 F
6:29

16:57
9:40

19:59
1042 1.16; 
2316 1.87

0510 0.39; 
1608 0.39

31 SA
6:30

16:57
10:28
21:05

1138 1.12
0604 0.44; 
1701 0.48

1 SU
6:30

16:56
11:08
22:08

0006 1.76; 
1239 1.11

0657 0.49; 
1800 0.58

2 M
6:31

16:56
11:42
23:06

0056 1.65; 
1345 1.14

0747 0.52; 
1904 0.66

3 TU
6:31

16:56
12:12 0147 1.54; 

1453 1.19
0836 0.53; 
2017 0.72

4 W
6:32

16:56
12:39
0:02

0239 1.45; 
1556 1.27

0922 0.52; 
2130 0.74

5 TH
6:32

16:56
13:06
0:55

0331 1.38; 
1649 1.37

1004 0.50; 
2239 0.73

6 F
6:33

16:56
13:32
1:48

0423 1.32; 
1735 1.47

1043 0.47; 
2339 0.69

7 SA
6:33

16:56
14:00
2:40

0512 1.28; 
1815 1.57

1118 0.44

8 SU
6:34

16:56
14:31
3:35

0558 1.25; 
1853 1.65

0030 0.63; 
1153 0.41

9 M
6:34

16:56
15:07
4:30

0640 1.23; 
1930 1.71

0116 0.58; 
1226 0.39

10 TU
6:34

16:56
15:47
5:27

0721 1.21; 
2007 1.75

0159 0.53; 
1300 0.38

11 W
6:35

16:56
16:34
6:25

0801 1.19; 
2045 1.78

0238 0.50; 
1335 0.38

T

SUN, MOON & TIDES 
– TIMES FOR NEXT 2 WEEKS

Data sourced from Bureau of 
Meteorology. Times adjusted for 
Daylight Savings when applicable.

Community at Work

WORK WANTED
HANDYMAN SERVICES No job too big or 
too small. Call for quote. $60ph. Insured. 
0439735817.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

MUSICAL NOTES
GUITAR STRINGS, REPAIRS
Brunswick Heads 66851005

TUITION

BIRTHDAYS

PETS
ONLY ADULTS

BALLINA EXCLUSIVE
34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late.

In & Out Calls. 66816038. 
Ladies wanted

Find us on Facebook and Twitter! 

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP
Large variety of toys and lingerie

6/6 Tasman Way, A&I Est, Byron Bay 
66856330

SOCIAL ESCORTS
LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available for 
your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself. In-
house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

Looking for volunteers
with previous experience 

and knowledge in 
front desk reception 

and administration to 
support our centre for 

½ or 1 full day per week. 
Please contact us 
on 02 6672 3003 

if interested.

Medical Laboratory Assistant  
Pathology Collector / Phlebotomist
Location: Lismore Base Hospital 
Employment Type: Various

Technical Assistant Grade 2
Remuneration: $61,889.52 to $64,260.00 pa plus 
superannuation
For role related queries or questions contact: 
Christopher Nicol on Christopher.Nicol@health.nsw.gov.au
Closing Date: 2 June 2025 at 11:59pm

NSW Health Pathology have multiple Pathology Collector/
Phlebotomist opportunities available, including two full-
time roles—one permanent, one temporary and upcoming 
casual positions located at Lismore Base Hospital.  

Applications must be lodged  electronically at 
iworkfor.nsw.gov.au and search Job Reference 
Number REQ575465

JS
03

95

NSW Health Pathology

BYRON SHIRE 
UTE TRANSPORT
Please call Jarrod 

0415 139 308
For all your furniture and 
rubbish removal needs.
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contact@thinkblinkdesign.com
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Adobe 
Tutoring

Experienced 
Professional Trainer 

• Photoshop • Indesign  
• Illustrator

I love you so much
Always J

Happy 
Birthday 
Sweetheart

To make an appointment 
0403 533 589 • Billinudgel

petsforlifeanimalshelter.net

eddie
Meet Eddie, one of our many kittens! 
A sweet little soft ginger coloured 
boy around 5 months old. He craves 
attention, loves to snuggle, and of 
course loves to play. He would make a 
great family cat. We have lots of other 
kittens at the shelter too, desperate 
to get out of the shelter and into their 
‘furrever’ homes!
Microchip no. 
900263003505650. 
D.O.B 14/12/24.

Tidda is a gentle, sociable American Staffy 
who is ready to become a cherished member 
of your family. She thrives on companionship 

and loves people. Enthusiastic when she meets 
new friends, she is extremely well mannered 
and understands basic commands. She loves 
children. Give this beautiful girl a home and 
a chance to start the new life she deserves.

TI
D

D
A

T:  6681 1860   E:  shelter@nras.org.au
W:  www.nras.org.au 

MC#953010002255266. Rehoming # R251000060.

Visit friendsofthepound.com to 
view other dogs and cats looking for a home.

ABN 83 126 970 338

B
E
N

B
E
N

Ben is a 5 year old, Maltese/Shih Tzu 
dog. He is full of personality and energy. 

Ben would be best suited to an active 
household that can keep up with his 

zest for life!
M/C# 900113001897418

Location: MurwillumbahInterested

Please complete our online adoption 
expression of interest.https://

friendsofthepound.com/adoption-
expression-of-interest/

Like us on Facebook!
AWL NSW Rehoming Organisation
Number: R251000222

You’ve got to be kitten us?! 

Believe it or not, we are still getting 
kittens into the shelter at this time of 
year. We’d love them all to find warm 
loving homes in time for winter. These 
little ones pictured were snapped up in 
an instant. Let’s hope the same happens 
for our new little guys.

To meet our other cats and kittens, 
please visit the Cat Adoption Centre at 
124 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby.

OPEN: Tues 2.30–4.30pm
Thurs 3–5pm | Sat 10am–12 noon
Call AWL on 0436 845 542 

KI
TT

EN
S

KI
TT

EN
S

Senior Lifestyle Expo
The free Noosa and Ballina Retirement 

Living and Senior Lifestyle Expo will be 

held in Ballina on Thursday, 5 June at 

Ballina Jockey Club from 10am until 

1pm. Free entrance. The Australian 

Independent Retirees (AIR) meeting 

will be held the next day at the Ballina 

RSL Club, 1 Grant Street, Ballina, 

commencing at 10am. 

Death Cafe
A Death Cafe is being held on Saturday, 

7 June at 10.30am until 12 noon at the 

Function Room at St Mary’s Anglican 

Church, cnr Norton and Burnet streets, 

Ballina. For further information and/

or to register attendance please email 

kerrymj@ymail.com.

Family History Society
The next meeting of the Richmond-

Tweed Family History Society will 

be held on Saturday, 7 June at The 

Players Theatre, 24 Swift Street 

Ballina. The topic of this meeting is 

‘Shipwrecked’ this will be presented 

by Geoff Hutchinson ‘A History of the 

Richmond Bar at Ballina’. 

Any enquiries please contact Vicki 

Evans Society President on 0467 573 

282.

U3A
Brunswick Heads and Ocean Shores.

U3A is lifelong learning for retired 

seniors in your 3rd Age. Enjoying a 

variety of interest groups, see info@

bru3a.org.

Tues forum,  garden group,  foodies, 

movie/lunch group,  men’s shed,  

French revisited, Scottish folk dance, 

mahjong, walkers and talkers,  

shabashi,  table tennis, chess,  Mon 

discussion group.

For more info, contact Denise 0423 

778 573.

Brunswick Valley 

Probus Club
The Brunswick Valley Probus Club Inc. 

meeting is on Tuesday, 3 June. 10am 

at the Ocean Shores Country Club. The 

Guest speaker is Ron Preston, with 

‘Mysteries of the Mail’. A very good, 

and funny speaker. Visitors welcome . 

Inquiries and apologies ring Margaret 

6680 3316.

End-of-Life Choices
Voluntary Euthanasia End-of-Life 

Choices are discussed at Exit 

International meetings held quarterly.  

Meetings are held at Robina, and 

South Tweed. Attendees must be Exit 

Members. 

For further Information www.

exitinternational.net or phone 

Catherine 0435 228 443 (Robina & 

South Tweed). 

Byron Book Fair
Friends of Libraries Byron Shire are 

once again holding their annual 

four-day Book Fair from Friday, 11 

July to Monday, 14 July. Donations of 

books of all genres are needed and 

always gratefully received, in clean, 

and good condition. Highlighting the 

need for children’s books, art and 

limited editions to name a few. For 

more information and to donate call 

0407 855 022.

On The Horizon
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Email copy marked ‘On The Horizon’ to editor@echo.net.au. 

1st SAT Brunswick Heads 0418 400 415

1st SUN Byron Bay 02 6685 6807

2nd SUN The Channon 02 6688 6433

2nd SUN Chillingham 0428 793 141

2nd SUN Coolangatta
2nd SUN Tabulam

3rd SAT Mullumbimby 02 6684 3370

3rd SAT Murwillumbah 0415 328 672

3rd SAT Salt Village Market, Casuarina

3rd SUN Federal 0433 002 757

3rd SUN Uki 0487 329 150

3rd SUN Ballina 0422 094 338

4th SAT Evans Head 0432 275 765

4th SAT Kyogle Bazaar kyoglebazaar.com.au

4th SUN Bangalow 02 6687 1911

4th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764

4th SUN Murwillumbah 0415 328 672

4th SUN Coolangatta(in a 5 Sunday month)

5th SUN Nimbin 0475 135 764

FARMERS/WEEKLY MARKETS
Each TUE New Brighton 0424 168 672 

Each TUE Organic Lismore
Each WED Murwillumbah 7-11 0415 328 672

Each WED Nimbin 3-6pm 0418 940 653

Each WED Newrybar Hall 4-7pm

Each THU Byron 8-11am 0414 595 169

Each THU Lismore 2.30-6.30pm 0459 309 223

Each FRI Mullum 7-11am 0424 168 672

Each FRI Evans Head 2.30-6.300428 291 068

Each SAT Bangalow 8-11am 0414 595 169

Each SAT Duranbah Rd 8-11am (Tropical Fruit World)

Each SAT Uki 8am-1pm 02 6679 5438

Each SAT Lismore 8.30-11am

Each SAT Wadeville 8am-12pm

Each SAT Byron Twilight Market 4pm Oct–Apr

Each SUN Ballina 7-11am

MONTHLY MARKETS

The Echo updates this guide regularly, however sometimes 
markets change their routine without letting us know. 
Please get in touch if you want to advise us of a change.

Regular As Clockwork
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Please note that, owing to space restrictions, not all entries may be 

included each week. Email copy marked ‘Regular As Clockwork’ to 

editor@echo.net.au.

Wayahead anxiety 

group
Wayahead anxiety group in Ballina 

is run by Mark and Emma. People 

who are seeking support around 

their anxiety can find a safe space 

to share, learn, and grow together. 

They meet the second Saturday of the 

month from 11am utill 1pm at the CWA 

Hall, 236 River Street, Ballina. If you 

would like to join the Ballina support 

group, you can register by emailing 

supportgroups@wayahead.org.au or 

call 1300 794 992.

Lions Club –Cabarita 

and Pottsville 

The Lions Club of Cabarita Beach 

and Pottsville Beach welcomes you 

to our monthly meeting held on the 

second Wednesday of each month. 

Our social dinner is held on the fourth 

Wednesday of each month. Please 

contact president Bill Brodie for more 

information on 0411 406 143. 

Fellowship of First 

Fleeters – Northern 

Rivers Chapter
Anyone interested in their convict 

family history from any of the many 

fleets who journeyed here are very 

very welcome to join our group 

Fellowship of First Fleeters – Northern 

Rivers Chapter. This includes spouses 

and friends of any descendants 

interested in history. We meet every 

two months and our next meeting 

will be held in july at the Cherry 

Street Sports Club, Ballina. For 

more information contact Roddy 

on 6687 5339 or email him on 

williamdel2946@gmail.com.

Knit and crochet for 

charity
The knitting and crochet for charity 

group run by Ballina Meals on Wheels 

is held on Monday mornings in Ballina. 

It is open to people who are 65 years 

and older.  $5 includes morning tea. 

Call Kristen:  0419 679719 for more 

information. 

Crafty Women Bruns
CWA Brunswick Heads holds a Crafty 

Women session every Friday, bar 

public holidays, from 10am until 

2pm. It is open to non-members, just 

come and join us for knitting, sewing, 

crochet, card making or whatever 

craft takes your fancy at the corner of 

Booyun and Park Streets, Brunswick 

Heads. There is a gold coin donation 

and morning tea. Contact 0431 908 

063.

Mullumbimby District 

Neighbourhood Centre
Mullumbimby & District 

Neighbourhood Centre is open 

Monday–Friday 9am–4pm (closed 

12.30–1.30pm for lunch). We offer 

a variety of services. Everyone is 

welcome. Call reception on 6684 1286. 

Some of our services include:

Flood recovery support service: 

personalised, long-term support 

for those impacted by the floods. 

Community support: food parcels, 

meals, showers, assistance with 

electricity bills. Work Development 

Orders.

Listening Space: free counselling.

More Than A Meal: free community 

lunch Tuesday–Thursday 

12.30–1.30pm.

Financial counselling 

Staying Home, Leaving Violence 

program: Information, referral, and 

advocacy.

Gulganii affordable pantry shop: 

located at 3 Bridgeland Lane.

Orange Sky: free laundry service Mon 

morning & Wed afternoon.

To enquire about accessing any 

of these services call reception 

6684 1286, check our website 

www.mdnc.org.au, or follow 

us on Facebook or Instagram: 

mullumbimbyneighbourhoodcentre.
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ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS 

Byron Bookkeeping
Are your books a mess? We can help

BAS - Payroll - Super - AR/AP ...
Xero / QB / MYOB - Setup & Training

Professional | Reliable | Local

0415 639 548
BOOKKEEPER Reg BAS provider, payroll, A/P, A/R. Xero & MYOB. Local, reliable. ........0410 206627

BLOOMING BOOKKEEPING and BAS Agent.................................................. Ph Leah 0434 121077

ACUPUNCTURE 

ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis.............................................0490 022183

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

Mullumbimby 
Refrigeration & 
Airconditioning 
Services

– Sales – Installation – Repairs 
– All Commercial Refrigeration 
– Residential & Commercial

Airconditioning 
– Coolroom Design & Construction 
– Freezer Rooms

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby  
Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492 6684 2783

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 23 yrs exp. Lic. 178464C AU30147 ............................0422 291433

ARTISAN AIR Airconditioning and refrigeration. .............................................................. 66809394

ARCHITECTS

OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au.........................................0412 251392

AUTOMOTIVE

6684 5296

CASH PAID FOR
UNWANTED CARS

Free metal drop off
Locally owned 6684aally owownedd

$50–$1500

CAR BODY REMOVAL
ABSOLUTELY FREE

BODY REMOVAL
CASH ON THE SPOT GUARANTEE
$50 - $1000
WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES & VANS
PHONE 0466 113 333 24/7
EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au

BARBER SHOPS 

PENSIONERS THURSDAY $25: 6 Brunswick Tce Mullum............................................0421 679015 

BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION

6668800 888662
FREEE MEASUREE QUOTEE 

     
    

  

CURTAINS 

SUNSCREENS 

AWNINGS  
ROLL BLINDS 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

LOCAL    

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

B L I N D S    S H U T T E R S    A W N I N G S    C U R T A I N S

BRICKLAYING

BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors. Lic 291958C. Phone Mark ........................................0409 444268 

BUILDING TRADES

• DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable 

market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

Structural – Landscaping
Fencing – Composite Decking
Hardwood – Pine – Hardware

B&B Timbers
66867911

110 Teven Road, Ballina
New logo - Same quality & service

sales@bbtimbers.com.au            www.bbtimbers.com.au

ACRAFTING SPACES BUILDING DREAMS

CUSTOM JOINERY & CABINETRY

TAILORED SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR SPACE

QUALITY MATERIALS & EXPERT CRAFTSMANSHIP

bohemica_joinery   contact@bohemica.com.au   0410 989 379

B
H

BUILDER – JOHN MCGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C .......... 0415 793242

HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C...............................................0432 565060

FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C ......................... 66808162 

CARPENTER / JOINER 30 yrs experience. Prompt efficient service. Fully insured. Other licensed trades 

avail, incl plastering/painting. 24/7 Emergency 4WD vehicle call-out avail. Lic 43794C. 0423 500693

BUILDER Extensions, maintenance, new homes, insurance, landscaping Lic19953Q....... 0403 458177

SEA LION BUILDERS: All Building Works / Maintenance Lic #243734C ....................Ph 0407 351720 

VIDLER BUILT decks, extensions, bathrooms, kitchens, timber fencing Lic 304237c.......0413 502281

BUSH REGENERATION

CARPENTRY & JOINERY

ALL CARPENTRY & BUILDING WORK Owner builder friendly. Lic 203206c........... 0424 158585

LOCAL CARPENTER small, medium or large jobs. Lic 207899c...............................Ph 0431 048856

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Reliable. 20 years exp. .............................0437 202050

CLEANING

Services List

(Low Pressure Softwashing)

Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings,

Solar panels, Retaining walls

Driveways, Paths, Pavers, 

Fences, Decks, Patios, 

Pool areas.

Locally owned and Operated

Residential and Commercial

No job too big or small

Obligation free quote

Fully insured

0426 119 550      info@nraquapressurecleaning.com.au      ABN: 47576013867

AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING

ECHO SERVICE DIRECTORY 
RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE 
Deadline: For additions and changes is 12pm Friday
Line ads: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid

Display ads: $70 per week for colour display ad. 
Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid. 

Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high. 
New ads will be placed at end of section.

Contact:  6684 1777  or  adcopy@echo.net.au
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Byron Bay 5 Stars
CLEANING SERVICE

CLEANS: Holiday, Residential, Bond, Commercial, Spring.

Phone Mick 0409 009 024
Email: mickbhl@gmail.com

BETTY’S CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES.............................................. Text 0476 984649 

KOCO CLEANING SERVICE, Housekeeping....................................................................0466 991217

COMPUTER SERVICES

One-on-one, patient, experienced 

Phone or email: 0420 235 624 
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

ALSO TECH 
SUPPORT 

FOR APPLE 
PRODUCTS

FLASH COMPUTERS Mac & PC. Affordable & helpful. 77 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby..02 66844124

CONCRETING & PAVING

SALISBURY 
CONCRETING  

Li
c.

13
67

17
c

Over 30 yrs’ local experience.
All forms of concreting. 
Residential • Civil • Industrial 

DARYL 0418 234 302

 Small to medium jobs
 No obligation free quotes

 3m tipper truck
 1.7 tonne excavator

Lic 378040C0429 888 683

CONCRETING

SHAKA CONCRETING Licensed and insured Lic 391742C. .............................................0402 728207

DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY DECK RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

easily sand over nail/screw heads!

BYRON & BEYOND PATIOS Builder of patios roofs, opening roofs, carports & decks ...02 66802393

DESIGN & DRAFTING

New homes, renovations, barns, workshops & retrospective compliance

SEAN SPAIN   0490 178 927   northernriversdbd@gmail.com  

DAVID ROBINSON DESIGN DRAFTING All Council & construction requirements ......0419 880048

MARK OAKLEY DESIGN & DRAFTING www.modesign.au...........................................0422 666464

MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com ......................................0402 613638

DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

East Coast Asphalt
ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT 

& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859
SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF 

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

MC2 RURAL Earthmoving, mulching, camphor/weeds, property maintenance ........... 0427 900701

EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

TINY EARTHWOR
Philip Toovey 

0409 799 909
various implements available for limited access projects

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS
• DRAINAGE DESIGN • DRIVEWAYS • PADS • WATERWAYS

• ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344 939      www.360earth.com.au

Specialising in:
• Landscaping & Material 
• Supply
• Retaining Walls
• Fencing
• Rubbish Removal
• Trenching & Post Holes
• Boxing out for Concrete & Paving
• Small Concreting Jobs
Anything else, give me a call

EXCAVATOR & TIPPER

Luke 0459 151 441
Fully Licensed and Insured

NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr. 0402 716857

ELECTRICIANS

0439 624 945  AH 02 6680 4173
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

ALL JOBS: SMALL 
OR LARGE

Lic: 154293c

LEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIANLEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIAN
DOMESTIC •• COMMERCIAL •• INDUSTRIAL

SERVICING: •• Tweed •• Byron •• Lismore •• Kyogle

•• Mains installs / alterations •• Switchboard upgrades

•• Meter queries •• Tree maintenance near services

Matthew Rutland  matt.positivelectrical@gmail.com

0439 733 703
NSW Lic# 312117  ASP Lic# 5547 AUTHORISATION# 503808

Phone Jay 0400 220 527

Residential
Commercial

Wifi & Data
TV & Antennas Switchboards

Faults

LICENSE 395127CSTUDIOVOLT.COM.AU

JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data, TV, TV Antennas. Lic 133082C ....0432 289705

BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small...0422 136408

VALLEY WAY ELECTRICAL, 15 yrs exp. Domestic, commercial, new builds. Lic 253977c 0475 910622

JIM LABELLE ELECTRICAL O.Shores, Mullum, Byron, Bruns. Lic 176417C.......................0415 126028 

ATLEE ELECTRICAL Lennox/Ballina/Byron. All jobs Lic125138C....................................... 0499 456558

FENCING

BYRON & BEYOND FENCING. Any fence, any time, prompt quotes ..... 0439 162 069 or 66802393

EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. ..................................................0432 107262

FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable.......0416 424256

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING

THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

0430 297 101
livingearthgardens.com.au

Est. 2010

All aspects gardening & mowing
Enhancive garden makeovers

Our Services
 Acreage mowing
 Property maintenance
 Fencing
 Re-guttering and downpipes
 Metal roof replacement
 Roof leak detection and repairs

Kirk Andris
0411 113 205
kirk@mullum.services

Servicing the Mullumbimby & Byron Bay Area

MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter................0423 756394

GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured .66841778 or 0405 922839

A-Z Garden maintenance, acreage, gutters, rubbish removal, tip runs, top jobs ..................0405 625697

LEAF IT TO US Tree care specialists & acreage mowing..................................................0402 487213

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m3 trailer..............................................................0408 210772

RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging.........0424 805660

GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael .........................0497 842442

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, Rural & residential, earthworks, lawn & pool care, tip runs.0449 220357

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Rural & residential, earthworks, lawn & pooi care, tip runs 0449 220357

SAMURAI BRUSHCUTTING Heavy duty brushcutting and chainsaw work...................0402 733620

BLADE RUNNER ACREAGE MOWING Local, reliable ....................................................0428 856687 

MOWING ACREAGE LAWNS Local team, free quotes, all your lawn care needs............0411 032902

BRUSH–CUTTING Whipersnip, clearing saw, light chain saw..... ..........................Rob 0455 587425

GAS FITTERS, SUPPLIERS & SERVICING

Free Delivery
No Rental
Reliable

www.brunswickvalleygas.com  •  0408 760 609

Locally Owned
No Rental Fees

Servicing your area
Free Call: 1300  727 013

Email: swapabottle@bigpond.com
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GUTTERING

Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.
www.spotlessgutters.com.au

0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 94 239 089 086

 Gutter guard
 Gutter cleaning
 Locally owned
 Fully insured
 Free quotes

HANDYPERSONS

HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, welding ......................................... 66884324 or 0476 600956

AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne...............................0423 218417

ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN. Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark ........0402 281638

A HANDY GUY Small jobs & owner-builder services. Bruns, Ocean, SGB & Mullum ......0411 858201

PFM HANDYWORKS Repairs, pressure cleaning, maintenance ......................Call Aari 0484 729139

HOME MAINTENANCE Carpentry, painting, repairs, gardens, jet washing. Insured .....0434 705506

HANDYMAN 40 years exp in building game. Tiling, renos, project management..Paul 0422 017072

HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling ........ Michael 0421 896796

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Reliable. 20 years exp................................0437 202050

BRICKLAYING, Rendering, Paving, Landscaping & Carpentry ................................ Jim 0417 526026

AW WOODWORK: furniture, kitchens, carpentry, handyman services ............... Adam 0455 813965

HEALTH

ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne ........................................... 66857366

MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations.............. 66843002

AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen – Om Healing..............................0422 387370

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE Relax. Revive. Restore. 60,75,90 minutes....................Mark 0448 441194

HIRE

MULLUM HIRE Marquees & all event equipment. Tools & machinery. Pool supplies & service 66843003

HORTICULTURAL

HORTICULTURAL SERVICES

Tree Pruning & Removal
Garden Rejuvenation

Structural Landscaping

Qualified, Licensed & Insured
Arborist / Horticulturist

25 years experience
0499 448 128
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LANDSCAPING 

Text or Ph: 0448 401 638

LANDSCAPING & EARTHWORKS

goldleaflandscaping

20 years local experience       

8

KSKSKSK

   

www.goldleaflandscaping.com.au4 ton Kobelco 10 ton Kobelco

LALA

Swim Ponds, Landscaping,
Water Features, Earth Moving

0448 401 638

RURAL LANDSCAPES 
Stone pitching & Block Walls

Land Clearing
Driveways

Erosion Control
Bobcat Work

Call Frank 0414 553 125
estateearthworks.com.au

@estate_earthworks

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic 277154C ..............................................0423 700853

LOCKSMITH

Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair .......0412 764148

PAINTING

Professional Painter/Decorator
•30+ Years Experience •Interior & Exterior 

•Reasonable Prices

0451 298 363        splosh painting/decorating  

 Interior & Exterior

 Residential & Commercial

 Repaints / Renovations / New Builds

 Deck & Fence Restoration / Roof Spraypainting

 Feature Walls & Textures / Special Finishes

 Kitchen Cabinets Renovation

Call Pablo
0449 783 461

Fully insured • Qualified • Reasonable Prices  northernpaintersps.com.au

 northern.painters

 northern.paintersps@gmail.com

Call Juan
0433 526 530

PEST CONTROL

Book our Termite Inspection & Pest Control package this winter and 
receive 10% off. Protect your home and save money with this limited-

time offer! Contact us today to schedule your appointment.

Phone 02 6685 4490 • Email: service@sanctuarypest.com.au

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL................................................................................ 66842018 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Tree Faerie Fotos
Professional • Commercial • Personal

www.treefaeriefotos.com • 0417 427 518

30+ years experience in commercial 
photography and photojournalism

PHYSIOTHERAPY

OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics, 

shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman ..................................................... 66803499

EWINGSDALE PHYSIO Matrix Therapy, all ages, massage. Renata ...............................0437 647137

PELVIC FLOOR PHYSIOTHERAPY Bangalow Mon & Wed. Lisa Fitzpatrick ............... 0422 993141

PICTURE FRAMING

MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in Ocean Shores ..................................0403 734791

PLASTERING

PLASTERER, TRADE QUALIFIED repairs, renovations, cornices, quality assured. Kurt 0431 015414

CAPE BYRON PLASTERING. Gyprock/Venetian. 27 yrs exp, free quotes, lic + insured.0402 538155

RENDERING / SOLID PLASTERING 25 years experience. Free quotes. ........... Ph John 0406 673176 

PLUMBERS

NEED A PLUMBER?NEED A PLUMBER?
DRAINER? GASFITTER?DRAINER? GASFITTER?

CALL ChayCALL Chay 0429 805 0810429 805 081
20+ YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE20+ YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE

License No. 207479C

Taking on work NOW!
0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com

Ben The Plumber
    Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores,

  Brunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds
30 years’ experience  Lic: 321191C

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t and 3m tipper truck

 Blocked drain specialist

12 month guarantee 
on most jobs

Fully insured

Drain clearing, inspections and repairs.
Reliable family owned and operated 

local business with 30 years plumbing 
experience and the latest technology. 

Phone James  0429 888 683 Lic 378040C

Pro Plumbing ServiceScotty’s
Reliable and experienced

Working in Byron Shire for over 20 years
Phone Scotty anytime 0419 443 196

scottypro27@gmail.com  –  NSW Licence Number L13549

pppp d
tile and metal

BILL CONNORS All plumbing/draining. Lic #1051 .................................. 66801403 or 0414 801403

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C ....0419 019035

BRAD EVELEIGH PLUMBING based in Ocean Shores, no job too small. Lic 257153C........0438 140075

REMOVALISTS

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO
From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth

Just give us a ring
• Freight services to Brisbane weekly

• Carriers of fine art • Furniture removal
• E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646
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• Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne • Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne 
• North Qld • Country • Interstate • North Qld • Country • Interstate • • LOCALLOCAL

02 6684 2198  queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au
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BENNY CAN MOVE IT! .................................................................................................0402 199999

ANDY’S MOVE & MORE Artworks, pianos, small moves, tip runs................................0429 149533

RYAN’S MINI MOVES ...................................................................................................0406 657 755

ROOFING

MONTYS METAL
ROOFING

Licence NSW: 30715C
Licence QLD: 1227049 

DOMESTIC • INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL

Metal Roofing Installations
Guttering  •  Downpipes  •  Fascia

Skylights  •  Whirlybird Patios
Repairs  •  Leaf Guard

Craig Montgomery – 0418 870 362
Email: montysmetalroofing@gmail.com

www.montysmetalroofing.com.au

FRC ROOF PAINTING – Local, 10 years in biz, 150 x 5-star reviews. Free quotes ..........0419 789600

RUBBISH REMOVAL
OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip specialists ......................................... 0412 161564 or 66841232

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m3 trailer................................................................0408 210772

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 7m3 trailer. Prompt, reliable service........................0413 289443

SELF STORAGE
BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE............................................................................................... 66858349 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Say Goodbye to Septic Woes
Born & Bred Locals
Qualified Plumbers
Fully Insured
FREE septic evaluation

    with EVERY pump-out

Contact Daniel and the Team 24/7 for ALL your Septic 
System needs 02 6672 1644 or 0418 751 765

TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C. 0407 439805

APPROVED COMPOST TOILETS, council reports, septics etc. www.poohsolutions.com..........0427 897496

SOLAR INSTALLATION

Your local, qualified team. 
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs. 

Your local, qualified team. 
Specialists in standalone & 
grid interact system designs...... 

m 0428 320 262

e sunbeamsolar@bigpond.com

w sunbeamsolar.com.au

Call us on
6679 7228

Pioneers of the solar industry Serving Northern
NSW since 1998

Electric Lic 124600c

TELEVISION SERVICES
DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas .......... 66843575 or 0414 922786

TILING
WALL & FLOOR TILER/WATERPROOFER/STONEMASON Lic 24418C. ...........Ph Karl 0439 232434

AJ’s TILING all aspects. Bathrooms, kitchens, walls, floors, waterproofing. Lic 239988C ..0416 345202

TRANSPORT

Airpor t Transfers |  Tours |  Nights Out |  Coastal Walks
Events |  Par t ies |  Weddings |  Corporate |  Fest ivals

Call 0490 183 424

BYRON
BUS Co

arrive@byronbuscompany.com.au

Get a Quick Quote Now

Door to Door Charter Services
-

TREE SERVICES

CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES
The Fully Insured Professionals

Mark Linder Qualified Arborist
0408 202 184  

choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

•  Stump Grinding  •  Bobcat  •  Cherrypicker  
• Crane Truck  •  18" Chipper

• 20 years local knowledge and experience • Fully insured / free quotes 
• 19 inch chipper • Bobcat • Cherry picker • Crane truck

www.harttreeservices.com.au

0427 347 380

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING
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0435 019 524

Martino
TREE SERVICES
Byron Bay & Beyond

TREE CARE SPECIALISTSTREE C

leafittous.com.au

kascha@leafittous.com.au

Local . Reliable . Insured 

0402 487 213

04 0 0   3 37   75 8

Trees & Palms

Repor ts + Consultation

Habitat Hollows

www.trunkmonkarborist.com For the love of trees

17 Years Experience as an Arborist
Experienced crew ready to go.

Free Quotes | Insured | Amenity Tree Pruning
Removals | Chipping | Block Clearing

Council DA Assistance if required

Call Sam 0456 044602

BYRON TREE SERVICES AQF Level 5 consulting arborist, insured...................... Call Alex 0402 364852

LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes .......0402 487213

OUT ON A LIMB TREE SERVICES Lucas Holland Qualified arborist. ............................Luc 0402 191316

LOCAL TREE GUYS 15m crane truck. 18 inch chipper. Bobcat. ............................ Jason 0488 489159

TRUCK HIRE & HAULAGE

UPHOLSTERY

BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists............................. 66805255

VALUERS

BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers ............ 0431 245460 or 66857010

VETERINARY SURGEONS

MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Wills, Heidi Jenal. After hours avail.............. 66843818

NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer................................................. 66840735

WATER FILTERS

for home, commercial 
and rural properties

6680 8200 or 
0418 108 181

The Water Filter Experts

WELDING

WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless ..0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS

CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David.............................................0421 906460

WINDOW TINTING

SUNRISE W. T. 3/19-21 Centennial Cct, Byron. Cars, homes, offices, etc. High quality ..0412 158478

SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price.........................0434 875009

www.echo.net.au/service-directory
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Into The Wild Escapes

Property Insider www.echo.net.au/echo–property

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au 

millerrealestate.com.au

A beautifully crafted home in the Byron hinterland

73 MAFEKING ROAD, GOONENGERRY

Price Guide: $1,250,000 - $1,350,000
Open: Sat 31st May, 1:15pm - 1:45pm
Auction: Sat 21st Jun, 11:00am on site

      2           1            2 8000m²

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au 

millerrealestate.com.au

A classic original character home in the village

3 WICKHAM PLACE, CLUNES

Price Guide: Contact Agent
Open: Sat 31st May, 10:00am - 10:30am

      4           2            2 974.7m²

Are you a landowner with five 
or more acres of unused or 
underutilised land?

Into The Wild Escapes invites you to partner with 

them in creating eco-friendly tiny home retreats 

that offer guests immersive nature experiences 

while providing you with a sustainable, passive 

income stream.

Why partner with Into The Wild Escapes?

• Generate sustainable, true passive income: 

By hosting one of their off-grid tiny homes, you 

can earn a steady income without the need for 

active management. They handle everything 

from marketing and bookings to guest services 

and maintenance, ensuring a hassle-free 

experience for you. However, if you prefer to be 

involved in maintenance or housekeeping, you’ll 

be first in line for these opportunities.

• Support rural and regional communities: 

Their eco-friendly accommodations attract 

visitors to regional areas, boosting local 

economies and promoting community 

development.

• Promote ecotourism Australia: Join them 

in advancing sustainable travel practices that 

honour and preserve Australia’s natural beauty.

• Share the serenity of nature: Allow others to 

experience the tranquillity and rejuvenation that 

your land offers, fostering a deeper appreciation 

for the environment.

What they’re looking for

They’re seeking secluded properties with 

stunning natural landscapes with views of 

bushland, rolling hills, or coast. Ideal sites are 

those that provide guests with a sense of escape 

and immersion in nature with easy access.

Their commitment to you

At Into The Wild Escapes, they prioritise 

environmental conservation and seamless 

operations. Their tiny homes are designed to be 

off-grid and eco-friendly, minimising impact on 

the land. They manage all aspects of the guest 

experience, ensuring that your involvement is 

minimal while your benefits are maximised.

Join them in rewilding Australia

By partnering with them, you’re contributing 

to a movement that reconnects people with 

nature, supports sustainable tourism, and 

revitalises regional communities. Ready to 

transform your land into a haven for nature 

lovers and earn passive income? Visit their 

‘Partner With Us’ page to learn more and get 

started.

With Into The Wild Escapes , let’s honour 

the beauty of our Australian landscapes and 

wildlife.

Contact: hosts@intothewildescapes.com 

intothewildescapes.com
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www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

Private Elevated Home 
plus Granny Flat

PRICE  |  $1.45M - $1.595M

OPEN  |  Sat 31st May 11:00am - 11:30am

• Character home with vaulted ceilings and polished

•

• Surrounded by lush greenery and established herb and
vegetable gardens

• Offering a peaceful country lifestyle with the
convenience of town just minutes away

32 LEFT BANK ROAD, MULLUMBIMBY

4002M2

5 22 3

Su Reynolds 
0428 888 660

 
0400 028 594

Private  Elevated Residence with 
Spectacular Ocean Views

PRICE  |  Contact Agent

OPEN  |  Sat 31st May 10 - 10:30am

• Open-plan living, high raked ceilings and timber
floors

•
on each level

• Established, professionally landscaped gardens

• Cleverly designed to enjoy views of the sunrise, ocean
and surrounding bushland

58 CORKWOOD CRESCENT, SUFFOLK PARK

 
0400 028 594

Su Reynolds 
0428 888 660

1000M2

3 22 3

Modern architectural home 
with elevated outlook

PRICE  |  $1.595M - $1.65M

OPEN  |  Sat 31st May 11 - 11:30am

• Stylish and spacious design with high ceilings, open-plan
living, and tree-top/hinterland views

• Two of the bedrooms, have been combined into a
spacious double room (easily reverted), plus a private
main suite with ensuite and garden access 

• Low maintenance garden with fruit trees and herbs,
easily accessible from the kitchen 

• Prime location, walk to Baz and Shaz, short bike or drive
to beaches, schools and Byron Bay

1 / 51 CANIABA CRESCENT, SUFFOLK PARK

458M2

3 21 2

 
0400 028 594

Su Reynolds 
0428 888 660

Spacious, Well-Maintained Home 
with Self-Contained Studio

PRICE  |  $1.655M - $1.795M

OPEN  |  Sat 31st May 10 - 10:30am

• Coveted North / East aspect

•

• Approved, self-contained studio offering versatility

• 5 minutes drive to the centre of Brunswick’s amenities
and beaches

21 EXCELSIOR CIRCUIT, BRUNSWICK HEADS

Sharon McInnes 
0408 659 649

5 33 2

772M2
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Property North Coast news online

Amanda Hasson 
0406 776 483

Rez Tal 
0405 350 682

byronproperty.com.au
info@byronproperty.com.au

Sales & Property Management
Contact the team today on 0412 057 672

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au

millerrealestate.com.au
@timmiller_realestate

Professional and results driven with 
extensive knowledge. Servicing the 
Byron Shire and beyond.

Call Paul for an appointment today.

PAUL PRIOR
SALES

0418 324 297
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

SHARON McINNES
SALES

0408 659 649
sharon@byronbayfn.com

TARA TORKKOLA
SALES

0423 519 698
tara@byronbayfn.com

@taratorkkolafirstnational

@taratorkkola_realestate

www.byronbayfn.com.au

AGENTS

Business Directory

View over 50 homes at www.mrpropertyservices.com.au
Email: enquiries@mrpropertyservices.com.au

Phone: 07 5523 3431   Mobile: Heike Wilson 0403 713 658
Kelvin Price 0423 028 468

Mr Property Services

North Star - Hastings Point

Call us on 0403 713 658  $550,000

River Retreat - Tweed Heads South

Call us on 0403 713 658  $285,000

1 1

Call us on 0403 713 658  $550,000

12 1

Banksia Waters – Tweed Heads West

Call us on 0403 713 658  $549,000

2 2 1

Tweed Broadwater - Tweed Heads South

2 1 1

Have your property 
seen in The Echo
and online!

Reach an engaged and affluent audience. 
Research shows that advertising is more 
effective placed within news content.

Contact us today for great advertising options in 

The Echo newspaper and on the website.

adcopy@echo.net.au
02 6684 1777   
www.echo.net.au

22,000 weekly Echo newspapers are distributed directly to homes 
and businesses across the Northern Rivers. Plus we have over 
125,000 weekly readers online at www.echo.net.au.

UNBEATABLE ADVERTISING PACKAGES AVAILABLE NOW!
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Property

Open for Inspection

NP CONVEYANCING
PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE

NPC

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE?
We are here to help

PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS 
IN BYRON BAY NOW

NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE 
IN POTTSVILLE                  Lic No 06000098

P: 02 6687 0548  |  hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au 

NSW & QLD Conveyancing, Leases, 

Business Sale & Purchase

CONVEYANCING

FINANCE

We project manage building, 

| Project Manager
0411 575 991

craig@cacm.net.au

PROPERTY STYLING

cactushillproject.com.au 
home@cactushillproject.com.au

PROPERTY STAGING
styling for sale

call us for a free quote on 
0432 574 321

12 years local Real Estate experience

Highly competitive fees & introductory offers

Friendly & Approachable agents you can trust

Premium results & peace of mind

Effective, modern technology  

Alyce Field & Kasey Williams
Ph: 04

E: admin@byronpropertyhub.com.au
Property Management & Sales

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

0412 833 280

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

Finance Broker

Home Loans
Investment Loans
First Home Buyers
Car Loans

Debt Consolidation
SMSF Lending
Commercial Loans
Development Funding
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PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Business Directory

www.echo.net.au/ofi

First National Byron Bay

• 2/122 Lighthouse Road, Byron Bay. Wed 12–12.30pm

• 12 Chilcott Circuit, Cumbulum. Wed 1–1.30pm

• 160 Reardons Lane, Swan Bay. Thurs 11–11.30am

• 3/6 Keats Street, Byron Bay. Thurs 12.30–1pm

• 4/6 Keats Street, Byron Bay. Thurs 1–1.30pm

• 73 New City Road, Mullumbimby. Fri 10–10.30am

• 14 Rush Court, Mullumbimby. Sat 9–9.30am

• 451 Federal Drive, Federal. Sat 9–9.30am

• 5 Barby Crescent, Bangalow. Sat 9–9.30am

• 11/31 Hayters Drive, Suffolk Park. Sat 9–9.30am

• 2/19 Marvell Street, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am

• 7 Azolla Place, Suffolk Park. Sat 10–10.30am

• 21 Excelsior Circuit, Brunswick Heads. Sat 

10–10.30am

• 2/122 Lighthouse Road, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 25 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 10–10.30am

• 22 Offshore Avenue, Skennars Head. Sat 

10–10.30am

• 58 Corkwood Crescent, Suffolk Park. Sat 

10–10.30am

• 496 Myocum Road, Myocum. Sat 10–10.30am

• 17 Blue Horizon Drive, Lennox Head. Sat 

10–10.30am

• 2 Beach Avenue, South Golden Beach. Sat 

10.30–11am

• 4/6 Keats Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am

• 2/59 Brandon Street, Suffolk Park. Sat 11–11.30am

• 41 Main Arm Road, Mullumbimby. Sat 11–11.30am

• 1/51 Caniaba Crescent, Suffolk Park. Sat 11–11.30am

• 32 Left Bank Road, Mullumbimby. Sat 11–11.30am

• 12 Chilcott Circuit, Cumbulum. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 27 Roses Road, Federal. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 465 Uralba Road, Lynwood. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 325 Riverbank Road, Pimlico. Sat 12.15–12.45pm

• 147 Whian Whian Road, Whian Whian. Sat 1.30–2pm

• 478 Tuntable Creek Road, The Channon. Sat 

2.30–3pm

Tim Miller Real Estate

• 60 Federation Drive, Eltham. Sat 9.15–9.45am

• 3 Wickham Place, Clunes. Sat 10–10.30am

• 5 Glen View Court, Clunes. Sat 10.45–11.15am

• 831 Binna Burra Road, Federal. Sat 

11.45am–12.15pm

• 90 Bates Road, Federal. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 73 Mafeking Road, Goonengerry. Sat 1.15–1.45pm

DJ Stringer Property 
• 305 Casuarina Way, Kingscliff. Sat 9–9.30am

• 24/182–184 Kennedy Dr, Tweed Heads. Sat 9–9.30am

• 3/4B Chitticks Lane, Fingal Head. Sat 10–10.30am

• 8/20 Rutledge St, Coolangatta. Sat 10–10.30am

• 2/2 Shamrock Ave, Banora Point. Sat 11–11.30am

• 5 Cedar Ridge, Banora Point. Sat 11–11.30am

• 5 Ballymore Ct, Banora Point. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 344/6–8 Stuart St, Tweed Heads. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 38 Bolton St, Kirra. Sat 1–1.30pm

• 2/15 Boyd St, Tweed Heads. Sat 1–1.30pm

Dodds Real Estate 
• 4 Wattle Place, Bangalow. Wed 5–5.30pm

• 11 Campbell Street, Bangalow. Sat 10–10.30am

• 25a Lismore Rd, Bangalow. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 108 Main Arm Road, Mullumbimby. Sat 1.30–2pm

Harcourts Northern Rivers 
• 260 Woodburn Evans Head Road, Woodburn. Sat 

9.30–10am

• 2/57 Acacia Avenue, Goonellabah. Sat 9.30–10am

• 40 Lindsay Crescent, Wardell. Sat 10–10.30am

• 2c Fletcher Street, Broadwater. Sat 10.15–10.45am

• 66 Riverside Drive, West Ballina. Sat 10.45–11.15am 

• 89 Bundara Park Drive, Tuckombil. Sat 11am–12pm

• 20 Stanley Park Road, Wollongbar. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 3/121 Kalinga Street, West Ballina. Sat 

11.45am–12.15pm

• 3/20 The Terrace, East Ballina. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 1149 River Drive, South Ballina. Sat 12.45–1.15pm

• 14 Fieldcrest Place, Lennox Head. Sat 1.15–1.45pm

• 4/31 McKinnon Street, East Ballina. Sat 2–2.30pm

MANA RE

• 14 North Head Road, New Brighton. Sat 10–10.30am

• 1/50 Hall Drive, Murwillumbah. Sat 10–10.30am 

• 38 Banool Circuit, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am 

• 15 Muli Muli Avenue, Ocean Shores. Sat 11–11.30am

• 1 Tree Street, Murwillumbah. Sat 11–11.30am 

• 9 Wattar Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 11am–12pm

• 119 Commercial Road, Murwillumbah. Sat 12–12.30pm 

Real Estate of Distinction 

• 11 Bian Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am

• 126 Harwood Road, Burringbar. Sat 11–11.30am

• 39 Edwards Lane, Kynnumboon. Sat 12.30–1pm

Ruth Russell Realty

• 73 New City Road, Mullumbimby. Fri 10–10.30am

• 73 New City Road, Mullumbimby. Sat 11–11.45am

NEW LISTING:
First National Byron Bay

• 46 Cedar Drive, Dunoon
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There were quite a few letters 

in support and against last 

week’s Echo’s report on Pal-

estine supporters leaving the 

area after abuse. Letters are 

on pages 14, and a report on 

a Byron gathering calling for 

aid to be allowed into Gaza is 

on page 11.

Psst: The Old and Gold 

Festival in Bruns is coming 

up Saturday June 7, and will 

host the Australian Marbles 

Championships. It’s a great 

family day of rummaging, and 

secondhand bargains.

One of the largest and 

longest-running beef events 

in the country, Casino Beef 

Week is on this week. The 

federal Labor government say 

they are investing $1 million 

over three years to support 

the event from next year. 

According to Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Forestry Minis-

ter, Julie Collins, ‘Australia’s 

beef export industry is worth 

more than $12 billion and 

is Australia’s most valuable 

agricultural export’.

NORPA (Northern Rivers Per-

forming Arts) will soon have a 

new creative hub in Lismore’s 

CBD. Called The Joinery 

Project, it will be located at 

Hampton and Larsson’s old 

factory. Organisers say it will 

‘provide the region’s premier 

performing arts company 

with a permanent home and 

a vibrant cultural space for 

the Northern Rivers’. See 

page 9 for more info or visit 

www.norpa.org.au.

It’s National Reconcilia-

tion Week, which is also a 

reminder that in 1997, the 

Bringing Them Home report 

first shared the Stolen Gener-

ations history with the nation. 

While recommendations 

were made to address the 

damaging impacts, 28 years 

on, only six per cent of these 

recommendations have been 

fully implemented, says The 

Healing Foundation – see 

more page 8.

Congrats Mindy Woods,  who 

hosts Indigenous culinary 

experiences at the Myocum 

Farm called Karkalla on 

Country. She has been 

awarded the Champions 

of Change Award by The 

World’s 50 Best Restaurants 

2025. According to www.

hospitalitymagazine.com.au, 

‘The global award honoured 

her commitment to 

community empowerment, 

ethical food practices and 

her significant contributions 

to preserving and sharing 

Indigenous culture through 

food’.

‘A man should hear a little 

music, read a little poetry, 

and see a fine picture every 

day of his life, in order that 

worldly cares may not oblit-

erate the sense of the beauti-

ful which God has implanted 

in the human soul,’ – Johann 

Wolfgang von Goethe.

Best wishes for the folk on the 

Mid North Coast with their 

flood-recovery efforts – Taree 

really copped a beating. 

Hopefully the NSW Recon-

struction Authority will do 

a better job with assistance 

than they did with us in 2022.

Cnr Brigantine St & Wollongbar St, 
Byron Arts & Industry Estate  |  6685 5212
www.hotelandhome.com.au  |  bedsrus.com.au

*Conditions apply. Limited time from participating stores. 
Discounts off recommended retail price. Accessories not included.

MATTRESSES, 
BEDROOM FURNITURE 

& MANCHESTER

HUGE
STOCK
CLEARANCE 
10-60% OFF

NEED 
YOUR 
BIKE 
FIXED?

BYRON’S AFFORDABLE AND 
TRUSTED BIKE MECHANICS
• All bikes and e-bikes services and repairs
• Full service from $100
WORKSHOP OPEN: 
Tues-Wed 8am-5pm

ALSO SELLING TOP-BRAND BIKES, 
E-BIKES AND FAT-TYRE E-BIKES
2/11 Grevillea Street,
Byron Arts & Industry Estate
www.betterbybike.com.au

CALL TO BOOK!
0408 444 858

CALL 7 DAYS

As an avid history buff, comedian Larry David took his daughter to every one of the civil war 

battlefields for a vacation. Photo internet
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