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End the Year on a High With MANA
Sell Before Christmas!
Demand remains high, and many buyers missed out in October. 

It’s not too late to secure a great result before Christmas.

Speak to Northern Rivers' trusted property team today.

02 6680 5000 hello@manare.au visit: manare.au
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Four charged over 
illegal cigarettes 
and vapes
Four people have been arrested 

in Mullumbimby and Byron Bay 

this week following raids that saw 

police seize more than 18,000 

vapes, 1.9 million illicit cigarettes, 

74kg of loose-leaf tobacco and five 

unregistered firearms.

At 9am on Wednesday, 29 

October, a 27-year-old man was 

arrested at a Mullumbimby storage 

shed where investigators seized 

17,120 vapes, more than 1.8 million 

allegedly illicit cigarettes, and 62kg 

of loose-leaf tobacco.

Two men, aged 24 and 41 were 

arrested at two Mullumbimby 

homes where five unregistered 

firearms, $40,000 cash, mobile 

phones, electronic equipment and 

assorted alledgedly illicit cigarettes 

and vapes were seized. At about 

5pm, a 40-year-old woman was 

also arrested after attending 

Byron Bay Police Station. She was 

charged with possessing more than 

1,000x commercial quantity of illicit 

vapes, two counts of dealing with 

proceeds of crime, and participat-

ing in a criminal group.

The two men, aged 24 and 27, 

were each charged with possessing 

more than 1,000x commercial 

quantity of illicit vapes, dealing 

with proceeds of crime, and par-

ticipating in a criminal group. The 

41-year-old man was charged with 

five counts of possessing unreg-

istered firearms. All were granted 

conditional bail. 

NSW Health inspectors, together 

with NSW Police, carried out 

inspections of two premises, a 

Byron Bay tobacconist and a Tweed 

Heads convenience store seizing 

Iconic local figure Alfred Hartlieb in action. Photo Jeff Dawson

Aslan Shand 

A report will be prepared for the 

coroner following the death of 

well-known, and much-loved, 

Byron Shire road walker, 

Alfred Hartlieb. 

Alfred was hit by a vehicle on 

Ewingsdale Road on Wednesday, 

29 October. 

About 2.30pm on the 

Wednesday, emergency services 

were called to the intersection 

of Ewingsdale Road and Banksia 

Drive, Byron Bay, following reports 

of a crash.

Alfred, who was in his 70s, 

was treated at the scene by NSW 

Ambulance paramedics for head 

injuries.

‘The driver of the van – a 

38-year-old woman – was uninjured 

and was taken to Byron Central 

Hospital for mandatory testing,’ 

police told The Echo.

‘Police declared a crime scene 

and commenced an investigation 

into the circumstances of the crash.’

Many people have expressed 

their sorrow over Alfred’s death and 

concern for the 38-year old driver 

of the vehicle that hit him in this 

tragic incident. 

Police seeking witnesses
‘Anyone with information 

about this incident is urged to 

contact Crime Stoppers: 1800 333 

000 or https://nsw.crimestoppers.

com.au. Information is managed 

on a confidential basis. The 

public is reminded not to report 

information via NSW Police social 

media pages’.

Vale Alfred, the Shire’s great walker

▶ Continued on page 7
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Vistara Primary School

Enrolling Now for 2026

Small classes, Big opportunities
Nestled in the treetops of Richmond Hill, Vistara 
has nurtured young hearts and minds for over 
30 years. We offer a whole-child approach to 
learning; blending academic, emotional, social 
and creative growth.

Enrolments now open!
www.vistara.nsw.edu.au

“The school with a beautiful view to education”  

OPEN DAY
Saturday 15th November, 9.30am to 11am

“It’s going to be awesome roarsome!”

ative growth.

Enrolments olmEnrolmentt
www.vistara.ww.vistara.s a
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Sunseeker DA – kids and koala concerns
Paul Bibby

A proposed $2.3 million 

development at Byron’s 

Sunseeker Motel would see 

a large volume of traffic pour 

onto a quiet, family-friendly 

street, according to con-

cerned residents.

As reported in last week’s 

Echo, the Bangalow Road 

accommodation business 

is seeking permission for a 

major new addition, includ-

ing the construction of a new 

two-storey block for up to 40 

additional people.

The proposed develop-

ment also involves the 

removal of eight trees, the 

addition of 14 new car spaces, 

and the construction of a 

1.8-metre boundary fence.

However, our story failed 

to mention that the develop-

ment application (DA), which 

is currently before Byron 

Council, also seeks approval 

for a new entrance from 

Oakland Court.

Thankfully, the good folk 

on and around that leafy 

street have alerted us to our 

omission and have voiced 

their concerns about how 

the new entrance will impact 

their quiet patch.

In a series of stinging 

submissions to Byron 

Council, the residents are 

calling for the DA to either 

be significantly amended, 

or for consent to be refused 

completely.

‘There is a new genera-

tion of families with young 

children in the street, 

which has a reputation as a 

family-friendly street, with 

green space and a known 

location for koalas, where 

the children can meet and 

play,’ Oakland Court resident 

Liz McCall said.

‘This proposed entrance 

would see an increased 

volume of traffic to a 

suburban street that already 

is narrowed to one lane at 

best during the week, due 

to workers from the motel, 

customers to the motel 

coffee caravan and workers 

from the health clinic on 

Bangalow Road, utilising the 

street for parking. Entrance 

and exit from the street is 

already problematic due to 

narrowing of Bangalow Road 

at that point.

‘If they must extend the 

motel footprint, they need to 

do it without impinging on a 

happy suburban street and 

known koala habitat, and 

perhaps pay for the neces-

sary changes to Bangalow 

Road to accommodate 

the increased traffic flow if 

required.’

Neighbours have concerns 

about a range of other 

aspects of the plan, including 

the significant increase in 

occupancy the development 

entails, the lack of acoustic 

mitigation for the increased 

noise that this would create, 

and non-compliance with 

Council regulations in relation 

to setbacks and the height of 

the new boundary fence.

According to the State-

ment of Environmental 

Effects (SEE) accompanying 

the DA, the new addition 

seeks to ‘cultivate a sense 

of warmth and personality, 

reinforcing the Sunseeker’s 

distinctive “home-away-

from-home” experience’.

‘The aim is for this 

addition to the Sunseeker 

to become an evolution 

of an enduring hospitality 

experience, offering guests a 

place of comfort, character, 

and connection within Byron 

Bay’s unique cultural and 

natural landscape,’ the SEE 

says.

Businesses closing as a result of roadworks

Elements and Gaia resorts win awards
Elements of Byron has been 

crowned ‘Best Hotel or 

Resort Focused on Wellness’ 

and Gaia Resort has been 

awarded the ‘Best Wellness 

Cuisine’ at the 2025 Spa & 

Wellness Awards.

‘The team’s vision has 

always been to create 

wellness experiences that 

are not just relaxing, but 

also restorative and real,’ 

said Osprey Spa manager, 

Amy Back, which is 

contained within Elements 

Resort.

‘Beyond its spa offering, 

wellness is woven through-

out the entire resort experi-

ence at Elements of Byron. 

Guests enjoy daily yoga 

classes, self-guided medita-

tion rituals, forest trails and 

in-villa touchpoints designed 

to support rest, balance and 

reflection.’

Soul food wins
Gaia Resort said that the 

award ‘holds deep meaning 

for us as it reflects our belief 

that food is medicine for the 

mind, body, and soul.’

‘We accept this recogni-

tion with heartfelt gratitude 

made possible through the 

vision and leadership of our 

culinary, front of house, and 

garden teams. ’

Aslan Shand

Disbelief and frustration 

has been expressed by 

many in the Mullumbimby 

community at the failure of 

Byron Shire Council (BSC) to 

fulfil their commitment to 

extend work hours to include 

Saturdays, to ensure the 

roadworks on Mullumbimby 

Road are completed as 

quickly as possible, before 

businesses start closing. 

After two weeks of no 

Saturday works, committed 

to at a meeting between 

the BSC Mayor Ndiaye, the 

general manager, project 

manager, Mullumbimby 

Chamber of Commerce (MCC) 

and other local business 

representatives, followed up 

by a unanimous motion from 

Byron Shire councillors for 

extended hours on Monday 

to Friday and Saturday 

works, The Echo asked BSC 

why roadworks were not 

taking place on Saturdays. 

A spokesperson for BSC 

responded:

‘The recent run of dry 

weather has allowed the 

work teams to make signifi-

cant progress on the upgrade 

of Mullumbimby Road and 

Council is currently well 

ahead of schedule.

‘While this continues the 

need to extend work hours 

to Saturdays has not been 

necessary.

‘Decisions about increas-

ing work hours are reviewed 

on a weekly basis and staff 

will mobilise on Saturdays as 

needed,’ they stated. 

Many businesses have 

seen a downturn in trade 

and Uncle Toms has now 

closed and Flash Computers 

is at risk of closing in coming 

weeks as a direct result of 

the roadworks. 

‘Our business has been 

brought to the brink of 

closure by Byron Shire’s 

badly managed roadworks, 

our doors would not be shut 

otherwise,’ Carol Brook, co-

owner and manager of Uncle 

Toms told The Echo. 

‘We have had to lay off our 

staff at an incredibly difficult 

time for them economically. 

We can’t sustain a 75 per cent 

reduction in our business. 

Numerous calls to the BSC 

office have fallen on deaf 

ears. I am shocked by the 

lack of interest BSC has 

shown towards the business 

community of Mullumbimby. 

We had no consultation with 

regard to these works, but it 

would be nice to think that 

someone in authority could 

pick up a phone and discuss 

options to improve this 

situation.’

Flash Computers has been 

in Mullumbimby for ten years 

and are the only computer 

repair shop in the area. 

‘These roadworks on the 

road into town is killing my 

small business,’ said owner 

Ben Buob.

‘The past few weeks since 

the roadworks started have 

decimated my shop, people 

just are not coming into 

Mullum now, as it’s easier to 

go to Tweed for repairs.’

‘Business has almost 

vanished during what should 

be a very busy time for me. I 

am at the stage now where 

I currently cannot pay my 

rent, suppliers, loans, etc. as 

I literally have not enough 

customers coming in now to 

cover my costs.’

The MCC wrote to BSC on 

3 November stating, ‘Many 

businesses estimate a reduc-

tion in turnover in the order 

of approximately 30 per cent’.

While not every business 

in Mullumbimby has been 

affected by the road closure 

many have confirmed with 

The Echo that they have been 

feeling the impact. 

Criag Watson from Soul 

Pattison Chemist in Mullum-

bimby said he has seen sales 

drop by 20-25 per cent. 

‘The Council should have 

confirmed with the state gov-

ernment and got work done 

at night. You see other shires 

work day and night, and that 

reduces the negative impacts 

on local businesses.’ 

The Echo alerted council-

lors to the lack of work, and 

the reasons given by staff. 

Only the Greens responded  

with a further explanation 

from BSC as to why the work 

had not taken place.  

‘Council staff are working 

Saturdays, however Council’s 

subcontractors – who are 

responsible for the key activi-

ties like culvert upgrades and 

watermain diversions – do 

not currently operate on 

Saturdays,’ explained Cr 

Elia Hauge on behalf of the 

Greens councillors. 

‘The intention of the 

Council resolution, and the 

fair expectation of the com-

munity, was that Saturdays 

would be used to progress 

critical work and minimise 

the disruptive road closure. 

We have asked staff to 

engage with the subcontrac-

tors regarding their hours of 

operation to use Saturdays 

for the critical upgrade 

activities, not just supporting 

works like maintaining The 

Saddle Road. The community 

expects us to deliver this 

project as quickly as pos-

sible, and we are listening to 

their concerns.’



www.echo.net.au The Byron Shire Echo 3

Local News

Servicing your area

NO RENTAL FEES

100% Independent,
local family owned

Free Call: 1300  727 013
swapabottle@bigpond.com

swapabottlegas.com

Now personally delivering 
in the local area from our 

Murwillumbah depot.

Byron Bay: 19/5 Easy St  Mullumbimby: 60 Stuart St
02 6694 3083  omearadental.com.au

Implants (full arch options)
Invisalign Go

Cosmetic dentistry
Same day crowns, veneers and bridges  
Smile make overs (same day available)    

Snoring and sleep apnea devices  
General and family dentistry 

Safe amalgam removal
Root canal therapy

Tooth whitening

3D x-rays and treatment planning

Family fun raising funds for Upper Main Arm
Main Arm Upper Public 

School’s annual Music in the 

Valley fundraiser went off 

without a hitch on Sunday 

with parents, students and 

families enjoying the day of 

family-friendly fun.

The day featured a range 

of female artists, food, and 

face-painting that kept 

children and adults alike 

colourful and fun-filled for 

the day. 

ARIA-chart-topper Emily 

Lubitz and her band can 

been seen here rendering 

a little Main Arm country. 

Photo Jeff Dawson

Byron Bay Wildlife Sanctuary 
goes into administration

The Byron Community 

Centre (BCC) has launched its 

much-loved ‘adopt a family’ 

Christmas Hamper Appeal, 

and is calling on the local 

community to help spread 

festive cheer to families 

doing it tough this holiday 

season.

Organisers say, ‘Running 

from now to 12 December, 

the campaign invites 

individuals, workplaces and 

community groups to adopt 

a local family experiencing 

financial hardship, by 

preparing a festive Christmas 

hamper filled with gifts, 

vouchers and food valued at 

approximately $100’.

Families are identified 

in partnership between 

Liberation Larder, a local 

food relief service and 

Fletcher Street Cottage, a 

community support hub 

operated by the BCC.

It is easy to get involved. 

To Adopt a Family contact 

the BCC on 6685 6807, email 

reception@byroncentre.

com.au, or visit the 

reception team to be 

matched with a local family 

in need. Create a hamper 

filled with family-friendly 

gifts, non-perishable food, 

and gift vouchers to the 

value of approximately $100 

and deliver your hamper 

to the BCC on Friday, 12 

December, ready to be 

shared with your adopted 

family before Christmas.

‘This appeal brings out 

the best in Byron. Every 

year, we see people go 

above and beyond to 

create something special 

for a family in need – it’s 

incredibly moving and truly 

reflects the spirit of this 

community,’ said Renuka 

Nicail, Customer Service 

co-ordinator at BCC.

Learn more and donate at 

www.fletcherstreetcottage.

com.au.

Hamper appeal launched by 
Byron Community Centre

Byron Bay Wildlife Sanctu-

ary Operations Pty Ltd 

(BBWSO) previously known 

as Knockrow Castle or Maca-

damia Castle has gone into 

voluntary administration, 

according to conservation 

charity, Wildlife Recovery 

Australia Ltd (WRA).

The WRA was established 

as an entity when the Byron 

Bay Wildlife Hospital took 

over Macadamia Castle 

four years ago. The Byron 

Bay Wildlife Hospital then 

became one of three facili-

ties under the WRA (which 

include Byron Bay Wildlife 

Hospital HQ which was co-

located at the BBWSO until 

it moved to Lennox Head 

earlier this year); the mobile 

Wildlife Recovery Australia 

Hospital; and the Byron Bay 

Raptor Recovery Centre at 

Ewingsdale. None of these 

three facilities are impacted 

by BBWSO going into volun-

tary administration. 

Animal wellbeing
WRA say that the wellbe-

ing of the sanctuary’s 

animals will be maintained. 

‘We would like to reassure 

the community that the 

welfare and veterinary care 

of the sanctuary’s 130 animal 

residents will continue 

through our trained and 

experienced wildlife veteri-

narians and nurses,’ said WRA 

Founder, CEO and Board 

Director Dr Stephen Van Mil.

‘WRA acknowledges this is 

a difficult period for BBWSO 

and its [25] employees.’

WRA is the sole member 

and shareholder of BBWSO 

and maintains three assets at 

the Knockrow location: Mac-

Rae-Seaton Wildlife Recovery 

Area; the Vet Accommodation 

and Training Centre; and 

the mobile Wildlife Recovery 

Australia Hospital which will 

remain at Knockrow for the 

foreseeable future.
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Major repair work is underway at Lavertys Gap weir in 
Mullumbimby to repair serious erosion along the creek bank.
As part of the repair work, a 
helicopter will be operating in the 
area of the weir and Wilsons Creek 
Road on Thursday, 6 November and 
Friday, 7 November, 2025.

The helicopter will be lifting large 
boulders into place as part of the 
protections being created on the 
eroded area.

Residents may notice some noise 
from the helicopter throughout the 
two days of operation.

This work is dependent on weather 
conditions and may be rescheduled 
if weather conditions are not suitable.

Please note that Lavertys Gap weir 
is an active construction site and 
access to the area by land or by 
water is strictly prohibited.

More information
www.byron.nsw.gov.au/
Council/Projects/Current-
works-and-projects/Lavertys-
Gap-Weir-erosion-repair
02 6626 7000
council@byron.nsw.gov.au

Helicopter activity at Lavertys 
Gap weir, Mullumbimby

www.peopleofbyron.com

Mullumbimby water supply to become hybrid system
Paul Bibby

The decades-long debate 

over the future of Mullum-

bimby’s water supply has 

been resolved, with Byron 

Council deciding on a hybrid 

scheme in which water will 

come from both the local 

Lavertys Gap weir and the 

Rous County Council (RCC)

regional supply.

Ever since concerns were 

first formally raised about 

the poor quality and limited 

reliability of water coming 

from Lavertys Gap weir in 

the 1990s, locals and elected 

officials have been wrestling 

with the question of how 

to provide the town with 

a permanent, high-quality 

supply.

Water options
On one side were those 

who wanted to retain the 

local supply, either by 

upgrading the local Lavertys 

Gap weir and the ailing Mul-

lumbimby water treatment 

plant, or by building a new 

water storage dam on land 

acquired by Council.

Those on the other side 

argued for Mullum to join 

the rest of Byron Shire and 

connect to the RCC regional 

supply, which they said 

would guarantee a long-

term, high-quality water 

supply for the town.

At the October 23 Council 

meeting councillors voted for 

a hybrid scheme.

Under this system, Coun-

cil will be permanently con-

nected to the RCC regional 

supply, but will also remain 

connected to the Laverty’s 

Gap weir, with a new Water 

Treatment Plant being 

installed to ensure this water 

remains drinkable.

The decision about which 

of these two water sources 

to use at any particular time 

will depend on a range of fac-

tors, including the cost and 

quality of the water coming 

from each supply.

In some cases, water from 

the two different sources 

may be mixed together.

The October 23 decision 

is the latest in a series of 

policy flips by Byron Shire 

Council (BSC) on the Mullum 

water supply issue, reflect-

ing changes in the political 

terrain.

In August 2024, a majority 

of councillors voted to shut 

down Lavertys Gap and 

permanently shift to the RCC 

supply.

However, following 

Council elections a few 

months later the new crop of 

councillors voted to abandon 

this policy.

They voted to defer the 

decision for two years to 

allow for further economic 

and environmental inves-

tigations, and community 

consultation. 

Council staff then began 

the unenviable task of 

putting together a new 

decision-making process 

that they hoped would tick 

all the boxes.

Earlier this month staff 

presented councillors with 

information about what a full 

and thorough reinvestigation 

of the water supply issue 

would look like and what it 

would cost.

The price tag for this 

investigation? $580,000.

A majority of the mem-

bers of Council’s Water, 

Sewer And Advisory Commit-

tee were in favour of under-

taking this investigation, as 

were the Greens on Council. 

But when it came to the 23 

October meeting, it was a 

different story.

A motion by Greens Cr 

Elia Hauge to undertake the 

further investigation and 

begin moves to purchase a 

site for a new dam in Wilsons 

Creek was defeated by five 

votes to four. 

Instead, a motion by Cr 

Michael Lyon (independent) 

to pursue a dual-supply 

system was successful.

‘I’ve been against this 

[$580,000 investigation] 

from the start – it’s redoing 

the work that’s already 

done,’ said Cr Lyon, who had 

previously advocated for a 

RCC-only option.

‘When the idea for this 

investigation first happened 

the quote was $250,000. 

That’s now gone up to 

$580,000. 

‘This was all being done 

in the hope that we got to a 

different answer to what we 

received last time.’

Cr Lyon said that the 

idea of spending millions to 

acquire land in the Wilsons 

Creek valley and then to 

build major water capture 

infrastructure there did not 

make sense. 

‘A 100 cubic-metre hole 

in the Wilsons Creek valley... 

moving all that dirt and then 

creating a wall to create this 

200-megalitre dam, and then 

running it into a Water Treat-

ment Plant at the bottom of 

the hill, and then pumping it 

back up to the Azalea Street 

reservoir… I’ve always been 

against that concept.’

‘I’m open to a hybrid 

scheme because that is 

about connecting to RCC 

so that we have the secure 

yield that we need. You’re 

not talking about the infra-

structure of a whole new site, 

all of the pumps, pumping 

of water... All of the existing 

infrastructure could continue 

to be used.’

Closed door deals
But Cr Hauge disagreed, 

arguing in the meeting that a 

further rigorous investigation 

was needed prior to making 

a decision, but that Council 

should begin the process 

of acquiring land for a new 

dam in the meantime in case 

that was the option they 

ultimately chose to pursue.

‘As an engineer, I’m 

frustrated that this decision 

was made hastily, with no 

guidance from either the 

Water and Sewer Advisory 

Committee or Council staff, 

and through a deal struck 

behind closed doors rather 

than open debate,’ said Cr 

Hauge, who is also the chair 

of the Water and Sewer 

Advisory Committee.

‘While keeping a local 

supply option on the table is 

better than losing it entirely, 

the path we’ve taken is far 

from ideal.’

‘The three questions 

about site constraints, 

economic viability, and 

environmental flows are just 

the starting point – this com-

munity deserves answers 

before we commit millions of 

dollars to infrastructure that 

may not be fit for purpose.

‘Mullumbimby’s water 

future is too important to be 

decided by backroom deals.’

Cr Hauge did not provide 

any evidence to support her 

allegation that a deal had 

been done behind closed 

doors.

She and the other mem-

bers of the Greens on Council 

ultimately voted in favour of 

the hybrid option.
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Reverence for nature, growing self-reliance, and greater awareness of each 
other are all hallmarks of our camps program. Beginning in Class 2 with an 
overnight class sleepout and culminating in Class 6 with the challenge of Camp 
Kokoda, each year the Primary School Camps Program becomes progressively 
more adventurous to support the wellbeing and development of the children.

Led by our Camps Leader, accompanied by their Class Teacher and parent 
volunteers, children experience the wonder of the natural world in pristine 
national park and beautiful farmland settings. They are guided in developing 

teamwork, while having fun.

Our camps program:
•

greater responsibility and making real world decisions
•

and lasting relationships with peers and adults through shared experiences.
•

solving and facing challenges.
•

supported through meaningful time in nature.

PRIMARY SCHOOL CAMPS

Class camps are an essential aspect of the Steiner curriculum that promote 
authentic learning, self-reliance and a greater awareness of each other 

and the natural environment.

02 6639 9300 | enrolments@capebyronsteiner.nsw.edu.au 
capebyronsteiner.nsw.edu.au

Kaldera

We are architects who combine 
internationally acclaimed experience 
with local expertise and sensitivity.

Homes

Retail
Hospitality

kaldera.auKaldera Architects
Bangalow

hello@kaldera.au
Katharine Turner NSW 11419

Locals writers thrive at residential mentorship in Bangalow
A five-day residential 

mentorship in Bangalow has 

given four local writers the 

chance to hone their craft 

with mentor, and acclaimed 

novelist, Sarah Armstrong. 

They stayed at the at the 

historic The Bank House as 

part of the 24th prestigious 

Byron Writers Festival 

Residential Mentorship. 

‘This week-long immersion 

has been a true gift,’ said 

performer and event co-

ordinator, Gabby Le Brun 

from Bangalow.

Gabby was joined by 

Byron local documentary 

and drama producer, Sylvia 

Wilczynski. Sylvia’s novel The 
Bullet is set between a remote 

valley in the Northern Rivers 

and WW2 Poland, and is 

inspired by her family history, 

with elements of horror and 

the supernatural. Jacqueline 

Walsh, an acupuncturist from 

South Golden Beach, worked 

on her historical fiction 

Mute, set in 1800s Norway; 

while Alison Thompson, a 

poet and veterinarian from 

Lismore worked on her short 

fiction collection Dingo & 
Other Stories.

‘The discussions, insights 

and feedback from Sarah 

and my fellow residents has 

reinvigorated my writing 

and given me renewed 

confidence in completing my 

project,’ said Alison. 

The Mullumbimby Chamber 
of Commerce and com-
munity and Mullum Cares are 
working together to create an 
exciting Christmas Sale Trail 
for Saturday, 29 November 
and are calling on local busi-
nesses, community groups, 
and pop-up stall holders to 
get involved. 

‘This is a day where the 
local business community 
will be joined by pop-up 
stalls and extra trading hours 
for local non-profit organisa-
tions, social enterprises, 
community groups, schools 
etc,’ said organiser Sasha 
Mainsbridge. 

From The Paddock Project 

and the Community Gardens, 
to Clayworkers at the Drill 
Hall, and via the main street 
to an end-of-day flea market 
at the Byron Community 
College there will be stalls 
and fun for everyone to shop 
local, keep their local dollars 
circulating, and get ready for 
the Christmas fun. 

Get on board
Register this week to 

get your spot along the 

Mullum Christmas Sale 

Trail at https://forms.gle/

HATcJPQM8Q5HJKno6 or 

email Sasha at shopnow@

buythisinstead.co. 

Register for the Mullumbimby Christmas Sale Trail

L to R: Jacqui Walsh, and Alison Thompson with mentor Sarah Armstrong, Gabrielle Le Brun 

and Sylvia Wilczynski. Photo Jeff Dawson
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113 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby NSW 2482  |  hello@lifemm.com.au 

02 6680 2486    |    www.lifemedicalmullumbimby.com.au

Dr Sam Gartland
(male)

MRCP (UK) FRACGP FASLM

•Lifestyle Medicine

•Natural Therapies

•Skin Checks

•Iron Infusions

Celebrate Byron business successShould Sandhills wetlands be dog free?

Norths Collective refuse to hand back Bangalow Bowlo

Aslan Shand

On Wednesday, 26 Novem-

ber local Byron businesses 

will be coming together at 

Tokyo Doll to celebrate their 

achievements, innovation, 

creativity, and resilience at 

The Uniquely Byron Business 

Awards 2025 event. 

‘The awards are a 

wonderful recognition of the 

work that you as a business 

have done. But more impor-

tant than that, it can feel 

really good to talk to people 

that are in the same game 

as you are, running a small 

business. So we really want 

to celebrate the community 

of small businesses as well as 

give some awards out,’ said 

Matt Williamson, President 

of the Byron Bay Chamber of 

Commerce (BBCC).

Matt said it is important to 

recognise the ‘spark of entre-

preneurship’ that it takes to 

start a small business and 

that it should ‘be celebrated’.

‘That’s what gives rise to 

those unique and interesting 

businesses that we have in 

Byron. It is the uniqueness 

of our businesses, like the 

truly locally-owned, family-

operated type of businesses, 

that sets us apart.’

Business awards
Recognising the challenge 

of the retail sector The Golden 

Tote: Excellence in General 

Retail & E-commerce award 

is one of the key awards 

given out on the night. 

The Pass: Excellence in 

Surf & Ocean Culture award 

is one that Matt is encourag-

ing people to enter saying 

it is for any business that is 

associated with the beach 

and ocean culture of the bay. 

‘This is for all those 

people who have got busi-

nesses that have something 

to do with the ocean, surf, 

or beach culture,’ explained 

Matt. ‘This is an award many 

businesses can enter and 

can include clothing lines, 

surf shops, surf tours, ocean-

based charities. This award 

really feels like it captures 

the essence of a lot of what 

Byron is.’

There are 17 different 

categories that businesses 

can enter and receive awards 

in. Entry has been extended 

so get in quick.

Find out more and pick 

up a ticket to the awards 

night at: www.byronbay-

chamber.com.

Work on the Sandhills Wetlands Project in Byron Bay is almost finished. Photo supplied

Aslan Shand 

Over 100 people met last 

Sunday to discuss the future 

of the Bangalow Bowlo after 

Norths Collective rejected 

the option of handing back 

the keys to the community. 

The Banglow Bowlo Advi-

sory Group (BBAG), who had 

previously advised Norths 

on the management of the 

bowlo, had met with Norths 

on Wednesday, 29 October 

with a basic request that 

Norths hand back the keys 

and walk away. However, 

this proposal was not taken 

up by Norths. 

The new Bowlo Advo-

cacy Group (BAG), which 

has members of BBAG, 

then met on Sunday, 2 

November with concerned 

community members. 

‘When we met, people 

expressed their frustration, 

disappointment, and anger 

at what Norths has done,’ 

said local resident and Byron 

Shire councillor, Asren Pugh. 

‘The group showed 

remarkable unity in wanting 

to get the bowlo back into 

community hands and see it 

open as soon as possible.

‘Lots of people put them-

selves forward offering skills, 

time, money, and expertise 

to pull together a viable 

business plan and work on 

a strategy to get the bowlo 

back.’

Locals have continued to 

express their anger and frus-

tration at the sudden closure 

of the bowlo. 

Long-term Bangalow 

local, Bangalow Bowling 

Club member and Norths 

Collective member, Kylie 

Bugden told The Echo that, 

‘having held personal family 

celebrations, school gradua-

tions, work events, and social 

activities at the club over the 

last 20 years I was shocked, 

saddened, disappointed at 

the sudden closure’. 

Future meetings
They have yet to set 

another community meeting. 

‘We will be reaching out 

again to the community to 

get their support and exper-

tise as we work through this 

process,’ said Asren.

If you are interested in 

getting involved you can 

contact Asren at: asren.

pugh@byron.nsw.gov.au. 

Paul Bibby

As the Sandhills Wetlands 

Project nears completion, 

Byron Shire Council (BSC) is 

asking for community input 

into the idea of making it 

a Wildlife Protection Area 

(WPA) where dogs would be 

prohibited.

Located behind Lawson 

and Massinger streets in 

Byron Bay, the Sandhills 

project is a major environ-

mental restoration initiative 

involving the rehabilitation 

of wetlands destroyed by 

sandmining in the 1960s and 

1970s. 

The project aims to 

improve water quality at 

Clarkes Beach, manage 

stormwater, increase biodi-

versity, and create a cultural 

and recreational space for 

the community. 

Dog-free wildlife 
protection area?

The restoration is nearly 

complete and a proposal is 

now being considered by 

BSC to make the area a dog-

free WPA.

According to the Council, 

ecological surveys have 

identified a number of 

threatened fauna species in 

the area, including the sooty 

owl, the wallum froglet, and 

the grey-headed flying fox.

There are also a number 

of vulnerable flora species 

at the site, including the 

stinking cryptocarya and the 

fine-leaved tuckeroo.

A WPA is a public place 

that is set aside for the 

protection of wildlife, where 

dogs are prohibited, and 

signage is clearly displayed.

Council can only make the 

Sandhills wetlands a ‘dogs 

prohibited area’ following a 

public exhibition period to 

gather community feedback.

To have your say, go to 

the ‘Your Say’ section of 

Council’s website (https://

yoursay.byron.nsw.gov.au) 

and look for the Sandhills 

Wetlands Project tile.
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Much-loved Australian broad-

caster Angela Catterns will be 

hosting the Northern Rivers 

Wildlife Hospital’s inaugural 

Call of the Wild – Live Charity 

Auction on 15 November to 

support the lifesaving work 

the hospital does every day.

The Wildlife Hospital () 

recently treated their 500th 

patient, a sweet little red-

necked pademelon called 

Dahlia, who was found alone 

on the road, having seem-

ingly lost her mum.

From echidnas, flying 

foxes, and birds to kanga-

roos, wallabies and native 

marsupials the Northern 

Rivers Wildlife Hospital plays 

an essential role in helping 

local wildlife that is sick 

injured. The animals come 

from the seven local govern-

ment areas of Ballina, Byron, 

Clarence Valley, Kyogle, 

Lismore, Richmond Valley 

and Tweed.

‘Spring has always been 

trauma season for wildlife, 

but this year we are really 

being pushed,’ said General 

Manager Bronte Potts.

Lifesaving work
‘Our hospital has been 

overflowing with patients 

and our team has worked 

tirelessly to provide the best 

possible care. What makes 

the Call of the Wild auction 

so special is that people can 

not only bid on beautiful 

artworks and experiences in 

our silent auction but also 

take part in a Sothebys live 

auction where every bid 

will fund lifesaving work at 

the hospital, like feeding a 

patient for a week, sponsor-

ing an overnight stay, or 

supporting a vet for a month. 

It means every dollar raised 

goes straight back to caring 

for wildlife.’

Find out more on how to 

get involved and support 

local wildlife in need at 

www.nrwh.com.au.

Lismore based Women Up 

North Housing (WUNH) are 

inviting the community to 

come together for a powerful 

evening of celebration and 

purpose at the Women Up 

North Gala, to be held on 

Saturday, 8 November at the 

Lismore Workers Club. 

‘The event comes at 

a time when domestic 

violence rates in regional 

NSW are rising at alarming 

levels. According to the NSW 

Bureau of Crime Statistics 

and Research, domestic 

violence-related assaults 

have increased by up to 24 

per cent in some regional 

areas, with Northern NSW 

among the highest. In the 12 

months to June 2025, 11 chil-

dren were killed in domestic 

violence incidents – the 

highest number in a decade 

according to bocsar.nsw.gov.

au,’ said Jillian Knight-Smith, 

Executive Officer of WUNH.

‘This is not just a gala – it’s 

a call to action. We are 

seeing more women and 

children in crisis than ever 

before. The community’s 

support is vital to ensure 

we can continue to provide 

safe housing and support 

services.’

The gala will feature 

live entertainment, guest 

speakers, dinner, raffles, and 

auctions – all in support of 

WUNH’s mission to provide 

safety, dignity, and hope to 

women across the region. 

Book a ticket at www.wunh.

org.au or call 02 6621 7730.

Northern Rivers Wildlife Hospital’s 
Call of the Wild charity auction

The 19th annual Day of 

the Dead celebrations in 

Mullumbimby will take place 

on Sunday, 21 November 

3–5pm at the fig trees in 

Heritage Park. 

‘Being in community, being 

in ceremony is one of the 

most powerful ways we can 

show our care and love when 

someone dies, and is physi-

cally gone from our lives,’ 

said Zenith Virago EO of the 

Natural Death Care Centre.

‘We offer this event each 

year, to bring death, dying 

and loss back into our own 

hands and hearts. We offer 

this day towards healing 

and acceptance. Death is 

the natural and sacred end 

of our lives, those we love 

are always a part of our 

lives as they continue to 

live on in our hearts.’

Zenith will conduct an 

inclusive Ceremony of Love 

and Remembrance at 4pm  

accompanied by the Big 

Little Town Choir. Children 

are welcome, but please 

keep them with you during 

the ceremony. 

For more info, see www.

naturaldeathcarecentre.org 

or find them on social media. 

Day of the Dead ceremony in Mullum

1,693 vapes, 89,746 alledg-

edly illicit cigarettes and 

11.5kg of loose-leaf tobacco.

These inspections 

resulted in the seizure of 

illicit tobacco and illegal 

vapes with an estimated 

street value of $2,356,905.

According to the Sydney 
Morning Herald (SMH), the 

Alibarbar brand that was 

found in the raids is the pre-

ferred brand pushed by ‘Aus-

tralia’s illegal tobacco cartel 

[that] has joined forces with 

a mysterious Chinese crime 

gang to infiltrate and control 

the local vape market.’

‘The syndicate’s brand of 

choice, Alibarbar, is being 

pushed into hundreds of 

shops across Australia in a 

market takeover driven by 

threats and extortion.’

As part of this expansion 

tobacconists across Australia 

have been firebombed, as 

were shops at Tweed Heads, 

Ocean Shores, and Ballina. 

▶ Read more in The Echo
online: www.echo.net.au

Vape and cigarette arrests
▶ Continued from page 1

Raising money for domestic violence

Dahlia is the 500th patient at the Northern Rivers Wildlife 

Hospital. Photo supplied
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Possum Creek 
man charged over 
Byron assault

Tweed Byron District 
Police say a man has been 
charged after the alleged 
serious assault of a man 
in Byron Bay’s CBD on 
Saturday 21 June.

What’s in the latest 
police oversight 
body report?

The independent NSW 
body that provides 
oversight of the NSW 
Police Force and the NSW 
Crime Commission says 
in their latest report that 
their work has ‘been 
busier than usual’, with 
‘a 27.5% increase in the 
number of complaints’ 
being assessed.

Local schools to 
participate in 
disaster awareness

Northern Rivers 
Performing Arts (NORPA) 
is leading a unique 
program to give Northern 
Rivers students the 
strength and skills to deal 
with disasters.

RiverFest 2025 – 
that’s a wrap

Lismore’s RiverTime 
celebration was the 

final event Richmond 
RiverFest 2025, where 

thousands came together 
across the catchment to 

celebrate and care for the 
Richmond River.

Nurses from 
Kingscliff TAFE 
celebrate 
graduation

A new cohort of Diploma 

of Nursing graduates 
from TAFE NSW Kingscliff 

has just completed their 
training, says TAFE, 
‘entering the workforce at 
a crucial time as Australia 
faces a projected shortfall 

of 70,000 nurses by 2035’.

Time to get your 
m’tash on for 
Movember

The mighty moustache 
is coming – North Coast 

locals are being asked to 

again unite, grow and take 
action for men’s health 

this November.

Hans Lovejoy

T he NSW Independent 

Planning Commission 

(IPC) held a com-

munity meeting last Tuesday 

as part of the process to 

consider Uniting’s planned 

redevelopment of its King-

scliff aged care home.

It is located across 

multiple lots – 24A Kingscliff 

Street, and 27, 29, 31 and 33 

Lorien Way.

While generally support-

ive of the need for aged care, 

the contentious develop-

ment application (DA) is 

seen by many residents as 

way too large for the area, 

which is surrounded by 

residential homes.

The proposal would see 

199 senior independent 

living units, as well as 120 

residential aged care places.

Peter Newton, President 

Kingscliff Ratepayers and 

Progress Association, 

told The Echo it was a 

constructive meeting 

attended by around 100 

residents and Uniting 

representatives.

‘There were 20 registered 

speakers – which was great 

for a rainy night. There were 

very diligent and considered 

responses,’ he said, ‘and a 

very well-conducted meeting 

by the IPC’.

‘No one is opposing the 

DA, there is a need for this 

type of housing and it’s 

welcome’, he said.

‘But that’s where that 

ends. The proposal is a gross 

overdevelopment in bulk 

and scale – there is no street 

frontage for example’.

‘Our view is that if it 

could be reduced in density 

and height it would be 

acceptable’.

Of concern is the amen-

ity of local residents and 

the impact on traffic and 

services.

‘There are unresolved 

flood impacts as well. 

The SES report on the DA 

slammed their flood mitiga-

tion strategy.

‘It’s a city-sized develop-

ment that is protected by 

local planning regulations’. 

Mr Newton’s organisation 

is calling for a more even 

combination of senior living 

units and aged care beds.

‘The aged care beds pro-

posed is minuscule – there’s 

an additional eight beds 

than there were previously.

‘Such a high number of 

senior units will draw people 

from outside the Shire. It will 

have unforeseen impacts, 

and shuts out – and puts 

pressure on – aged care.

‘Someone said at the 

meeting: “This is a unit 

development masquerading 

as aged care”.’

He added the DA’s 

assessment report from 

NSW government’s planning 

department agreed with the 

incorrect narrative provided 

by the applicant around 

growth and how the area 

was changing.

‘It was not reflective of 

what is happening,’ he said.

It resulted in 300 objec-

tions which then triggered 

the IPC’s intervention as a 

consent authority.

‘As a community, we 

asked how can you ignore 

300 objections?’

Adrian Ciano, Head of 

Property Development, 

Uniting NSW.ACT said in a 

statement, ‘We appreciated 

the opportunity to present 

to the panel and to hear the 

perspectives of community 

representatives through the 

process’.  

Ciano outlined the need 

for the proposal to meet 

demand. For more visit 

www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/

cases/uniting-kingscliff-

redevelopment.

Hans Lovejoy 

T he NSW government’s 

response to the NSW 
Drug Summit Report, 

tabled this week, has been 

roundly criticised by many 

frontline workers and 

experts, with pivotal reforms, 

including ending drug detec-

tion dogs and strip searches 

at festivals for personal pos-

session, being ignored.

Additionally, safe injecting 

rooms, which have been 

shown to save lives in Sydney, 

will not be expanded.

But there is a commit-

ment by NSW Labor to a 

ten-year alcohol and other 

drugs strategy, reforms to 

early drug diversion, and a 

significant increase in direct 

funding for harm reduction 

and support services.

The state government’s 

police sector reaffirmed their 

stance on criminal enforce-

ment against illicit drugs, 

while health agencies push 

for diversion and support.

The Law Society of NSW 

noted that ‘major systemic 

challenges remain, including 

long waitlists for treatment 

and a need for better coor-

dination and monitoring of 

new policy rollouts’.

The Royal Australian Col-

lege of General Practitioners 

(RACGP) say supporting over 

50 out of 56 expert recom-

mendations, including the 

rollout of life-saving naloxone 

in venues and trialing festival-

based drug checking, is pro-

gress towards harm reduction 

and patient support.

The Network of Alcohol 

and other Drugs Agencies 

(NADA) and the Penington 

Institute, a public health 

research and drug policy 

organisation, say the 

response fell short by not 

embracing pivotal reforms, 

‘including ending drug 

detection dogs and strip 

searches at festivals for 

personal possession’.

David Heilpern is a retired 

local NSW Magistrate, who 

sat in regional and rural NSW 

for over 20 years. 

He is an Adjunct and 

Practice Professor at South-

ern Cross University, and is 

Director of ‘Drive Change’ 

an organisation dedicated 

to law reform in the area of 

drug driving, with particular 

emphasis on prescribed can-

nabis patients.

Now Dean of Law at SCU, 

Professor David Heilpern told 

The Echo, ‘On safe injecting 

rooms, the recommendation 

was for an expansion’.

‘The Minns government 

has determined that there 

will be no more. Why are the 

lives of those drug-users who 

are injecting in Cabramatta 

or Orange or Lismore of less 

value than those who live in 

Paddington?’

‘On body searches and 

sniffer dogs at festivals for 

possession offences, the 

NSW Coroner, the ICE Inquiry 

and the drug summit all rec-

ommended that these stop 

as they actually cost lives.

‘Why are the lives of our 

young people less important 

than keeping the tabloid 

media and the police asso-

ciation satisfied?

‘Is perceived electoral suc-

cess really more important 

than the lives of festivalgoers 

and the devastation of their 

loved ones. We will have 

more “front loading” leading 

to overdose, more irrespon-

sible drug use, less access to 

pill testing and more trauma 

for those body searched.

‘On drug driving, the 

recommendation was for 

a Tasmanian-style defence 

with even greater discre-

tion. Roads will be more 

dangerous, as people revert 

to their prescription drugs 

and alcohol or driving in 

pain or when exhausted. We 

do not need more expert 

advice on this. The evidence 

is in from Tasmania and 

worldwide. There is a glim-

mer of hope in the referral to 

an expert body, but I fear it is 

just kicking the issue down 

the road.

‘All in all, a dark day for 

public safety, and a dismal 

day for faith in the system.

‘Naively, I actually believed 

that a bipartisan drug summit 

might achieve results. 

Instead, it has set back the 

process at least 20 years’.

Uniting has run the Medi-

cally Supervised Injecting 

Centre in Sydney’s Kings 

Cross for nearly 25 years, 

and has spearheaded the 

‘Fair Treatment’ campaign 

for fairer drug laws for over 

seven years.

Responding to the NSW 

government’s response 

to the NSW Drug Summit 
Report, Emma Maiden, 

Uniting NSW.ACT’s Director 

of Advocacy and External 

Relations said, ‘The whole 

community will be shocked 

and disappointed at the lack 

of vision and boldness in the 

government’s response to 

the drug summit’.

‘We saw the Bob Carr 

Labor government meet 

the moment of the original 

drug summit in 1999. The 

lack of leadership to meet 

the moment of the latest 

drug summit by the current 

government is profoundly 

disappointing’.

To see the report, visit 

https://tinyurl.com/mrykezuf.

 Full story online at 

www.echo.net.au.

Uniting’s planned redevelopment of its Kingscliff aged care 

home. Image from DA

NSW/North Coast News

With disturbing findings of 

last year’s Royal Commission 

into Defence and Veteran 

Suicide being revealed, 

Greens spokesperson for 

Veteran Affairs and Ballina 

MP, Tamara Smith, is calling 

for governments to ‘confront 

the crisis and make lasting 

reforms’.

She said in a media 

release there have been 

deeply disturbing instances 

of sexual violence experi-

enced by women serving 

in the Australian Defence 

Force (ADF), and ‘the report 

exposes longstanding pat-

terns of misconduct and 

systemic failures in protect-

ing personnel from abuse’.

‘The recent class action 

lawsuit lodged by Australian 

servicewomen against 

the ADF underscores 

the devastating realities 

behind these findings.

‘Over the past five years, 

nearly 800 incidents of 

sexual misconduct have 

been reported within the ADF 

and that’s with an estimated 

60% under-reporting rate,’ 

Ms Smith said. ‘These are not 

just numbers, they represent 

hundreds of lives marked by 

trauma, betrayal, and injus-

tice. It demands immediate 

and comprehensive action.’
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FROM THE DELIFROM THE DELI

ON SALE WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAYON SALE WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAY

FRESH PRODUCEFRESH PRODUCE

MEAT SPECIALSMEAT SPECIALS

MULLUMBIMBY

WE STAND BEHIND OUR FRESH FOOD 
We guarantee our fresh food will always be fresh, or we’ll replace it and refund your money.*

DINO’S IGA MULLUMBIMBY
62 BURRINGBAR STREET • PH 6684 2207

*Conditions apply. Specials available Wednesday 5/11/25 – Sunday 9/11/25. Limits may apply. We reserve the right to correct printing errors.

KP MangoesKP Mangoes

Lilydale Free-range Lilydale Free-range 
BBQ ChickenBBQ Chicken

Tallogum Blueberries Tallogum Blueberries 
400g400g

Mt Warning  Mt Warning 
Free-range HamFree-range Ham

New Season PeachesNew Season Peaches

Whole Eye FilletWhole Eye Fillet

Red Paw PawRed Paw Paw

Black Angus RumpBlack Angus Rump

$$550000
2 2 forfor

$$12129999
each

$$12129999
each

$$26269999
kg

$$12129090
kg

$$39399999
kg

$$889999
kg

$$37379999
kg

UNBELIEVABLEUNBELIEVABLE

GREAT GREAT 
VALUEVALUE

LOCAL PRODUCTLOCAL PRODUCT

LOCAL LOCAL 
PRODUCTPRODUCT

FRESHFRESH

AMAZING PRICEAMAZING PRICE

GREAT PRICEGREAT PRICE

UNBELIEVABLEUNBELIEVABLE
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What freedom really means
‘F reedom’s just another word 

for nothing left to lose’, sang 

Janis Joplin. To me this 

means being free of attachments, in 

the Buddhist sense, that inhibit the 

flow of life – possessions, beliefs, or 

circumstances. What does freedom 

mean to you?

Perhaps the only moment we 

will fully experience the ‘nothing 

left to lose’ freedom is when we die, 

or become enlightened, and self-

identity dissolves into the universal 

and eternal. 

In the meantime, while we 

are still alive and have not yet 

transcended our egos, day-to-day 

freedom is experienced as a relative 

concept, not an absolute. 

Relative freedom is contextual-

ised by the fact we live alongside 

each other and the rest of nature, 

as part of an interdependent com-

munity. Indigenous cultures tend 

to have far greater knowledge and 

expressions of this reality. 

Notwithstanding our unrecon-

ciled colonial beginnings, freedom 

in Australia is based on our funda-

mental rights to freedom of speech 

and religion and freedom of associa-

tion, assembly and movement. 

These freedoms are not absolute 

and must be constantly negotiated 

through public debate in response 

to new information, world events, or 

the emergence of new technologies 

such as social media or AI. 

We have a constitution and legal 

framework, an independent judici-

ary, free press, and elected govern-

ments to uphold our freedoms and 

introduce laws to protect public 

safety and national interests. 

It is not a perfect system and 

is vulnerable to powerful vested 

interests. Transnational corpora-

tions have grown so large their 

revenue is greater than the GDP of 

many countries. They hoard wealth 

and resources and wield power 

ruthlessly, imposing their will on 

governments and people. 

It is a constant balancing act, 

with the scales tipping this way or 

that depending on which side of 

politics is in government. It’s our 

duty to remain engaged, watchful, 

and active to protect our freedoms. 

As the saying goes, ‘the price of 

liberty is eternal vigilance’. 

Change can happen very quickly 

as we’re witnessing in the US. The 

American dream in the ‘land of the 

free and the home of the brave’, is 

turning into a gilded nightmare. 

With the government shutdown, it’s 

at breaking point as the pillars of 

democracy and peoples’ freedoms 

are being trashed by powerful forces. 

People are waking up though 

and America still has a heartbeat. 

Seven million people peacefully 

protested in recent No Kings rallies 

without incident. History shows that 

if only 3.5 per cent of the population 

hits the streets to protest, they can 

topple even the worst dictators.

We are not immune from this 

sort of collapse in Australia. There 

are nefarious forces at work seeding 

the same MAGA-like discontent 

amongst the populace. Beware of 

political organisations bearing their 

Orwellian versions of ‘freedom’.

Life is not a giant game of snakes 

and ladders and ‘survival of the 

fittest’. This concept has festered 

under capitalist, neoliberal, and 

libertarian political philosophies, 

where everything is reduced to 

competitive self-determination and 

individual liberty. Fascism also uses 

it to promote the idea of a superior 

nation or race.

Under these models, you succeed 

by any means possible, including 

lying, stealing, exploiting, and mur-

dering. We are coldly reduced to just 

winners or losers. Are you lining up 

for food aid or invited to the Great 

Gatsby party?

The collapsing political system 

in America, and other parts of the 

democratic world where authoritar-

ian populist leaders are rising, shows 

the real danger of where bad ideas 

can lead. Lessons of history may have 

to be learned all over again.

What Darwin meant by ‘survival 

of the fittest’ was not about being 

the strongest or the fastest; even the 

strongest can die from a bacterium. 

What he meant by ‘fittest’ was the 

capacity of species to best adapt 

to environmental challenges they 

find themselves in and continue to 

reproduce. Cooperation is key.

Quantum physics also demon-

strates our interconnectedness 

through phenomena like quantum 

entanglement, where two or more 

particles become linked in such a 

way that their fates are intertwined, 

despite being separated by vast 

distances. 

If we accept this entangled view 

of reality, we can choose to live 

with greater awareness and create 

harmony by understanding our indi-

vidual actions have profound impacts 

on others, even if those impacts are 

not intended or even obvious. 

Like the ‘butterfly effect’ in 

complex interconnected systems, 

where the flutter of a butterfly’s 

wing in one part of the world creates 

a tornado in another, it means even 

the smallest changes we make can 

have huge impacts on the world.

Given this understanding, how 

do we choose to live together – with 

generosity, loving-kindness, and 

wisdom, or greed, hatred, hyper-

individualism, and psychopathy? 

Right now, it feels like the world 

is in an epoch-defining battle for the 

next evolutionary step. We might 

chart a course together, or equally, 

we may falter and die out as a 

species. 

To return to a Buddhist idea: all 

beings are sentient and trapped 

in a cycle of suffering and rebirth. 

The ultimate goal is for everyone to 

achieve liberation from this cycle. 

One thing is certain: ‘no one is free 

until everyone is free’. 

Drug policy needs reason, courage

T he NSW Minns Labor 

government has failed in its 

response to the NSW Drug 

Summit 2024 report, delivered 3 

April, 2025. It is a weak response 

to the overwhelming scientific 

evidence that the best approach, 

to both drug use and drug abuse, 

is to make them both health 

issues outside the criminal justice 

system. 

NSW has now had multiple 

inquiries and recommendations, 

including from the multi-million 

dollar Ice Inquiry and the NSW 

Coroners report, that have clearly 

stated that action needs to be 

taken to decriminalise drug use, 

stop strip searches at festivals 

for possession, treat drug-driving 

like drink-driving, address the 

question of drivers using medicinal 

cannabis, and provide the whole 

of NSW with more than one single 

safe-injection room located (some-

what inconveniently for regional 

communities) in Kings Cross. 

As former chief constable of 

Cambridgeshire police (UK) and 

international drugs policy advisor, 

Tom Lloyd told the British Home 

Affairs Select Committee drug con-

ference in 2015, ‘If you don’t have 

a drug problem then the last thing 

you need is a conviction; if you do 

have a drug problem then the last 

thing you need is a conviction.’ 

The most recent NSW Drug 

Summit gave NSW Labor the 

opportunity to define itself as a 

forward-thinking government that 

cared about the lives of its citizens, 

and was prepared to demonstrate 

that by making changes for the 

better. Instead, like Queensland’s 

conservative government (which 

stripped the state of pill-testing 

facilities prior to multiple deaths 

from the synthetic opioid 

nitazene), they have chosen not 

to drive forward with a positive, 

science-based and community 

supported policy and programs. 

Sure, a slogan policy like ‘just say 

no to drugs’ might be less politi-

cally risky, but that’s proven inef-

fective – and can’t even the most 

conservative voters be persuaded 

by the merits of a harm-reduction 

strategy, despite their moral 

distaste for drug-taking compared 

to drinking alcohol?

The result is that more lives will 

be lost in NSW to drug overdoses. 

More people in rural and regional 

areas like the Northern Rivers will 

continue to be impacted by the 

lack of action on driving and the 

use of medicinal cannabis which 

means they either remain in pain, 

take other stronger prescription 

drugs, or risk losing their licence 

and jobs. 

Providing health advice to 

people, in clinics or in safe-inject-

ing rooms is cheaper and far more 

effective in harm-reduction than 

expensive strip-search operations 

at festivals using scarce police 

resources.

The response has been criti-

cised across the state by organisa-

tions who work in the field and 

those who participated in the Drug 

Summit. 

As former local magistrate and 

now Dean of Law at SCU, Professor 

David Heilpern points out (on page 

8), ‘All in all, a dark day for public 

safety, and a dismal day for faith 

in the system. Naively, I actually 

believed that a bipartisan drug 

summit might achieve results. 

Instead, it has set back the process 

at least 20 years’.

Aslan Shand, editor

News tips are welcome: 
editor@echo.net.au

PapierPapier
for your mâchéfor your mâché

since 1986since 1986
www.northcoastvetservices.com.au  +  02 6684 0735
Clinic: 233 Gulgan Rd  Between Mullum and Bruns just down the road from Uncle Toms

info@northcoastvetservices.com.au

North Coast Vets
++ Caring for your pets

++ Keeping your livestock 
healthy and productive

++ State-of-the-art human-
grade CT machine 

++ Laser therapy machine

++ Mobile service
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‘Australia is based on our 
fundamental rights to freedom of 
speech and religion and freedom 

of association, assembly and 
movement.’
– Jo Immig
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30 Chinbible Avenue
Not being content to await 

the outcome of their devel-

opment application (DA) 

for dozens of new houses 

on a vacant block of flood-

prone land at 30 Chinbible 

Avenue in the western part 

Mullumbimby, the developer 

took Council to the Land & 

Environment Court under 

‘deemed refusal’ provisions 

(as reported in previous 

Echos).  

When preparing to address 

the commissioner at the 

court hearing in September, I 

noticed that the flood assess-

ment by the developer’s flood 

expert relied on substantial 

agreement with Council’s 

flood expert and on assistance 

from Council for flood model-

ling. It looked like Council had 

‘folded’ on flooding.

That happens. The court 

encourages the two experts 

to disregard who is paying 

them and to reach agreement 

in their field of expertise.

What bothered me how-

ever was that the developer’s 

expert said that rises in flood 

level of up to 10mm would 

impact existing homes neigh-

bouring the proposal once 

the development was built. 

These are the rises caused by 

the current proposal. They 

do not include subsequent 

rises, like when people add 

flood-proof fencing in the 

neighbourhood, for example.

In flat country, such rises 

can be critical to putting water 

onto dozens of floors that 

would have been dry before 

the development was built.

I asked Council staff and 

councillors at their Council 

meeting on 25 September 

whether our Council court 

team had agreed to the 

10mm rise? Sadly, I don’t 

know when or where the 

answer will appear.

There are two issues at 

stake here. Firstly, we must 

not put new people at risk 

by housing them on flood-

plains. And secondly, we 

must reduce risks for people 

already living on floodplains.  

There should be zero 

tolerance for new structures 

that raise flood levels on 

urban floodplains. Until Aus-

tralia has occupied all of its 

flood-free land with housing, 

no new housing should ever 

go onto flood-prone land.

At the previous Council 

meeting on 11 September, I 

had addressed Council about 

the scant level of reporting 

on Council’s L&E Court cases. 

For 30 Chinbible Avenue, 

Report 13.1 that day advised 

that formal conciliation was 

attempted on 24 April 2025 

but had failed and that the 

developer was invited on 15 

August to submit new plans.

To discover in September 

that Council had folded in 

June on flooding confirmed 

the under-reporting. Now 

again in October, the same 

L&E Court reporting is down 

to two words for 30 Chinbible 

Avenue: Judgement reserved. 

Do we really not care what is 

happening in our name?

Duncan Dey 

Main Arm

Response to where is 
the Mullum love
It saddens me to see how 

much anger and division have 

crept into our conversations 

as a community. Mul-

lumbimby has always been 

known for its warmth, creativ-

ity, and sense of connection, 

yet lately it can feel as though 

we’ve lost some of that easy 

kindness that once defined us.

Being in local government 

means navigating big chal-

lenges and differences of 

opinion, and that’s healthy. 

Debate and diversity of views 

make our community strong. 

But it’s how we have those 

conversations that matters 

most. Respectful dialogue 

allows us to listen, learn, and 

find common ground, even 

when we disagree.

I know many people are 

doing it tough owing to cost-

of-living pressures, rebuilding 

after floods, and global 

uncertainty. 

It’s easy for frustrations to 

spill over. But this is also when 

kindness counts most. Small 

gestures of patience, generos-

ity, and compassion help 

restore trust and belonging.

The spirit of Mullum-

bimby is still here; we see 

it every time neighbours 

help neighbours, or people 

show up for one another. In 

the outpouring of grief for 

dear old Alfred. If we lead 

with empathy and curiosity 

instead of anger, I believe 

our town’s heart will shine 

through again.

Mayor Sarah Ndiaye

Mullumbimby

OS boardwalk cons
The plans for boardwalks 

through land Council does 

not own or manage, (NPWS 

land) involved 2km of paths/ 

boardwalks along the river 

edge basically from near 

Orana bridge, past the Ocean 

Shores shops, and on through 

the nature reserves to the M1 

bridge and on to Bruns. 

The plans had little to 

do with making life easy 

for residents of hilly Ocean 

Shores. 

The plans had a lot more 

to do with creating a flat cycle 

path for a rail trail offshoot 

expressway from Billinudgel 

through our quiet northern 

shire villages to Bruns. 

Naturally some Ocean Shores 

businesses saw financial 

advantage with this possible 

flood of rail trail users. 

Little thought was ever 

given to who would pay the 

millions required to assess 

and build and maintain such 

a venture (on land Council 

doesn’t even manage). 

It was never likely to even 

get past the assessment 

stage, given the extremely 

high environmental value, 

but would have still cost 

hundreds of thousands of 

wasted dollars. Councillors 

made a wise, informed deci-

sion that reflects the values 

of the natural environment 

over the wishes of those 

proponents with little 

environmental knowledge. 

Well done councillors.

Richard Whitling

South Golden Beach

OS boardwalk pros
I agree with Catherine Lane 

(Letters October 22) that 

Ocean Shores has been a 

forgotten corner of Byron 

Shire. A boardwalk connect-

ing residential areas to the 

beach would have been a 

brilliant drawcard to Ocean 

Shores as well as benefiting 

the local community, which 

currently is very much 

car-dependent.

Residents concerned 

about the environmental 

impact of a boardwalk 

should check out the East 

Ballina-to-Lennox coastal 

walk. The Ballina coast 

boardwalk tracks through 

culturally significant land at 

Black Head and the pristine 

swamp at Sharps Beach. 

Walk along it and you’ll find 

it’s well used by pedestrians 

and cyclists alike. 

You won’t find any 

SCHOOL TOUR
MIDDLE SCHOOL

9.30–10.30am 
THURSDAY 13 NOVEMBER

Please register: 
capebyronsteiner.nsw.edu.au

02 6639 9300
enrolments@capebyronsteiner.nsw.edu.au

Wed 5 Nov Hayley Grace Duo
Thu 6 Nov Sarah Grant Trio
Fri 7 Nov Jason Delphin Band
Sat 8 Nov Funny Goats (AKA JJ Bradley)
Sun 9 Nov Ole Falcor

Mon 10 Nov Chris Aronsten
Tues 11 Nov Tim Stokes
Wed 12 Nov Guy Kachel

AND THE FAMOUS 

RAILS kitchen

86 JONSON St, BYRON BAY  |  6685 7662  |  therailsbyronbay.com

Letters to the Editor and cartoons
Send your letters to the Editor: editor@echo.net.au. Deadline: Noon, Friday. Letters longer 

than 200 words may be cut. Letters already published in other papers will not be considered. 

Please include your full name, address and phone number for verification purposes. 

▶ Continued on next page

EBIYA JAPANESE EATERY

Nourishing Japanese Food for Your Everyday Life

Open 11am to 3pm Mon to Fri
6 Tasman Way, Byron Bay

0478 724 317
@ebiyakitchen

Cartoon Brendan Kelly

Letters to the Editor  www.echo.net.au/letters
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rubbish. Indeed, as the 

boardwalk has made it more 

accessible, groups such as 

Landcare and Ballina Council 

can easily access areas that 

need restoration and cleans-

ing of weeds and rubbish.

Compare that to Marshalls 

Creek. The only access is by 

kayak so it’s full of rubbish 

washed down the creeks or 

dumped out of sight. It’s also 

full of weeds.

I would argue that ‘long-

term environmental protec-

tion’ is a reason to build a 

boardwalk in Ocean Shores. 

Let’s hope a future Byron 

Council reconsiders.

Simon Alderton

Byron Bay

Mullumbimby’s 
water supply
The future of Mullumbimby’s 

water supply was again on 

the table at last week’s Byron 

Council meeting. I and my 

fellow Greens councillors 

continued to advocate for an 

evidence-based, robust and 

transparent investigation 

into the most appropriate 

long-term option for Mullum-

bimby, comparing between 

a range of options and with 

plenty of opportunity for 

community engagement. 

However, a deal done 

behind closed doors 

between independent 

councillors Michael Lyon and 

David Warth saw the investi-

gation voted down. 

In place of the investiga-

tion, Cr Lyon put forward a 

motion to progress a new 

water treatment plant for 

Lavertys Gap – despite his 

long-term position that 

Mullumbimby should simply 

connect to Rous and be 

done with it. 

While the Greens’ Council 

team don’t support moving 

forward with any option 

without proper investigation, 

if this motion had failed we 

would have been left with a 

connection to Rous and no 

alternative on the table – so 

we begrudgingly supported 

it, and were surprised it sailed 

past unanimously, as the 

Labor team has also never 

supported an independent 

supply for Mullumbimby.

To move forward with a 

new treatment plant at Lav-

ertys Gap, a number of ques-

tions need to be answered:

1. Can a new treatment 

plant fit on the site? The 

current site is notoriously 

constrained, and a modern 

plant that meets health and 

engineering requirements is 

unlikely to fit. The water that 

comes from Lavertys Gap is 

extremely turbid during wet 

weather (an issue that could 

have been solved with an off-

stream storage reservoir) so 

the plant is likely to require 

significant settling tanks and 

pre-treatment over a large 

footprint.

2. If it can be built, what 

will the capacity of the 

plant be? Will it be able to 

treat enough water for this 

hybrid system to stack up 

economically? We will need 

emergency supply from Rous 

in dry weather when the flow 

in the Wilsons River drops. 

The cost of water per kL from 

Lavertys Gap has historically 

been much cheaper than the 

cost per kL of Rous water. 

3. How will the natural 

environment of the Wilsons 

River be protected and 

enhanced? I successfully 

amended Cr Lyon’s motion 

to ensure Council plans for 

environmental flow – leaving 

water in the river during 

drought to support the envi-

ronment. How much water 

does the river need, and 

how much does this leave 

for our community? Will the 

new investigation consider 

fish passage up the river, as 

was intended with the now-

cancelled studies?

As an engineer, I’m 

frustrated that this decision 

was made hastily, with no 

guidance from either the 

Water and Sewer Advisory 

Committee or Council staff, 

and through a deal struck 

behind closed doors rather 

than open debate. 

While keeping a local 

supply option on the table is 

better than losing it entirely, 

the path we’ve taken is far 

from ideal. 

Moving forward, I and my 

fellow Greens councillors will 

be working closely with the 

Water and Sewer Advisory 

Committee and the com-

munity to ensure the inves-

tigation into Lavertys Gap 

is rigorous and transparent. 

The three questions above 

are just the starting point 

– this community deserves 

answers before we commit 

millions of dollars to infra-

structure that may not be fit 

for purpose. Mullumbimby’s 

water future is too important 

to be decided by backroom 

deals – it requires rigorous 

investigation and genuine 

community consultation.

Cr Elia Hauge

Myocum

Council trashing 
Mullum’s heritage
But it is heritage-listed, the 

one [public toilet] at 57 Sta-

tion Street that the mayor 

and Council are so eager to 

demolish.

Sure, there are issues with 

building the mixed-use build-

ing on this Council carpark, 

but they can all be solved 

simply, just add money. 

Where that money comes 

from is another issue.

Yet there is a small build-

ing in the way, easy to knock 

over. And as Mayor Ndiaye 

said at a public meeting, if 

the people want another 

toilet, we can build one 

(somewhere, we don’t know 

where, sometime, we don’t 

know when!)

What has yet to be 

addressed is a matter of 

principle. 

If a heritage-listed build-

ing is in the way of a develop-

ment, can it be knocked 

over? If so, then does this 

apply to any heritage-listed 

item be it Aboriginal, environ-

mental or in this case, urban? 

If so, then heritage is just a 

cute but meaningless word.

True, a heritage item can 

be demolished if it is beyond 

reasonable repair. 

This classification cannot 

describe the doomed toilet. 

Landcom commissioned a 

heritage report on the site. 

There are problems with 

the validity of this report 

(Everick Heritage, Affordable 

Housing, 57 Station Street, 

Mullumbimby, 2025). It is 

contradictory.

Firstly, it is a desk report, 

no one actually visited the 

site. If they had, they would 

have seen that the ‘vegeta-

tion growing through the 

roof’ is actually an epiphyte 

sitting on the roof.

Secondly, the Executive 

Summary at the beginning, 

the only bit most of us read, 

says that ‘ The toilet block 

is in a poor condition both 

structurally and cosmeti-

cally…’ Yet in the body of 

the report, it states that the 

building is sound. Maybe the 

executive should also have 

read the report?

It goes on. There are some 

17 contradictory or subjec-

tive statements that push 

the report in the direction of 

having the building demol-

ished. Hmmm??

I agree that it is cos-

metically poor. Whoever 

is responsible for bolting 

those childish paintings on 

the outside and painting 

the building undercoat pink 

should be charged with 

desecrating a heritage site. 

Good enough for Rio Tinto! It 

needs finishing off inside with 

a tiled floor, baby-changing 

table perhaps … but then the 

mayor thinks we are too old 

so that is not needed!

There are many other 

sites for low-cost housing. 

Unfortunately the best one 

would disrupt the parking 

privileges of our Council staff.

Ok, let’s have a couple of 

signs up to let tourists know 

that there is a toilet here in 

the CBD, refurbish the inside 

so that it is hygienic. Just as 

importantly, let’s be proud of 

our heritage.

John Davies

Mullumbimby 

Byron SEP and roads
Improved transport options 

are always welcome, but a few 

extra late-night buses won’t 

come close to serving our 

outlying hinterland villages. 

Many hospitality workers 

and patrons live kilometres 

away on dark, narrow roads 

with no line-marking, guide-

posts or safety signage. These 

roads are unsafe at night for 

any vehicle, let alone mini-

buses, after midnight.

Fatigue kills. The NSW 

Centre for Road Safety 

reports that about 30 per 

cent of the state’s 300 annual 

road deaths involve fatigue. 

Driving after being awake 

17–22 hours is like driving with 

a blood-alcohol level (BAC) of 

0.05–0.15 per cent. Encourag-

ing more late-night drinking 

and driving home fatigued 

through a late-night Special 

Entertainment Precinct (SEP) 

will only heighten that risk for 

workers and patrons driving 

home at 2–4am.

Byron isn’t Sydney – we 

don’t have 24-hour taxis 

or rideshare options. The 

soon-to-open Merivale venue 

will already put another 500 

people on the street after 

1am. Let’s fix our existing 

transport and road-safety 

issues first, not make them 

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS 
on exhibition and opportunities for comment
See the Byron Shire Council website DA Tracker for 

details: www.byron.nsw.gov.au/datracker
Note this information has been extracted from the BSC DA Tracker.

CLOSES - 6 NOVEMBER
10.2016.286.4 DA Mod – 11 Yalla Kool Drv, Ocean Shores – 

10.2025.425.1 DA – 72 Tandys Ln, Brunswick Heads – 

10.2025.441.1 DA – 1 Massinger St Byron Bay – 

10.2025.421 DA – 39 Scenic Vista, Ewingsdale – 

CLOSES - 9 NOVEMBER
10.2025.452.1 DA – 17 Keats St, Byron Bay – 
10.2025.443.1 DA – 283 Tyagarah Rd, Myocum – 

CLOSES - 10 NOVEMBER
10.2025.435 DA – 65-67 Burringbar St, Mullumbimby – 

CLOSES - 11/13 NOVEMBER
10.2025.460.1 DA – 567 Lismore Rd, Nashua – 

10.2025.444.1 DA – 18 Palmer Ave, Ocean Shores – 

10.2025.434.1 DA – 294 & 332 Picadilly Hill Rd, Coopers – 

10.2025.442.1 DA – 22 Tongarra Drv, Ocean Shores – 

10.2025.424.1 DA – 140 Quarry Ln, Ewingsdale – 

10.2021.115.3 – DA Mod – 29 Myocum Ridge Rd, Myocum –  

HAVE YOUR SAY
To make a submission see the Byron Shire Council website: 

www.yoursay.byron.nsw.gov.au
Draft DCP Chapter E11 Gulgan
Sandhills Proposed Wildlife Protection Area 
Koala lights and signage survey 

Advertisement placed by Jan Barham, Broken Head.

Joyful Awakening
in Community

Retreats with Lisa Schumacher

Gymea Eco Retreat & Spa, Uki
Residential and commuter options

Kohinur Hall, Upper Main Arm

Contact Harriet: hjobson@live.com 0435 441 848
WWW.SATSANGWITHLISA.ORG
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So nice to see China’s national bird finding a home in 

Byron Bay. Three large cranes now grace our horizon. 

Bring on the metropolis.

George Graham

Byron Bay

Metropolis Byron
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worse with an ill-conceived 

late-night SEP. 

The NSW minister for 

roads, and Council, both 

have a duty of care here to 

just fix our current transport 

and unsafe road condition 

issues and not facilitate 

more risk-taking through the 

proposed late-night SEP as 

regional areas in NSW are 

already overrepresented in 

the road trauma statistics. 

Tony Stante

Coorabell

Only safe for cars
While a rail trail is interesting, 

why not just start by making 

it safe to walk and cycle along 

roads like Ewingsdale Road? 

If you feel that it’s unsafe 

for children to ride bikes to 

school because the traffic 

conditions threaten their 

safety, why not start there 

and address it? While we all 

know that Alfred was not 

always making safe choices, 

the fact is that most of our 

roads are extremely unsafe for 

any usage other than cars. In 

fact, when people do risk their 

lives by walking and cycling in 

Byron Shire, they are usually 

considered the problem.

Mark Oliver 

Byron Bay 

Hamas not terrorists
Regarding the two letters 

to the editor last week that 

whitewash the genocide 

of the Palestinians: we 

have been watching on our 

screens daily for the last two 

years, and yes Palestinian 

people are still being mur-

dered – every day.  

The ceasefire was not 

negotiated with Hamas, so 

how can it be binding when 

the USA, Israel and other 

Arab vassal states are not 

allowing self-determination 

of the Palestinian people? 

Conflict resolution 101: 

both parties need to meet 

and negotiate, but we seem 

to live in a world where 

diplomacy is lost, and gov-

ernments are unable to talk 

with their adversaries, e.g. 

Ukraine conflict.

You might say that Hamas 

is a terrorist organisation. 

No, they are a resistance 

guerrilla force fighting the 

brutal Israeli occupation that 

started in 1948. Palestine was 

not empty when the Jewish 

people arrived, the indig-

enous Palestinian people 

lived there for generations. 

What about the idea 

that Israel is the terror state 

– according to the UN defini-

tion of terrorism, it is ‘acts of 

violence intended to cause 

death or injury to civilians or 

non-combatants’. 

So Israel’s killing of tens 

of thousands of Palestinian 

civilians, the bombing of 

Lebanon killing thousands 

of civilians, Israel’s dirty war 

and bombing in Syria result-

ing in countless deaths… all 

resulting in untold suffering 

of the people of the Middle 

East from Israeli aggression. 

It doesn’t paint a pretty 

picture of the Zionist project.

Matt Wierzbicki

Tyagarah

BOOK BEST
SEATS HERE

PRE SHOW 
DINING HERE

Boardwalk

Friday 21 November
6:15 for 7:30AM
4-man Ambrose

Team $500 

BBQ Brekky, Lunch, 
Auction & Prizes

Tix @ our website BALLINA GOLF CLUB

Maddi Powell’s DV support recognised
Assistant manager and 

community support worker 

at Byron Bay’s Fletcher Street 

Cottage, Maddi Powell, has 

won the Zonta Award for 

Young Women in Leadership 

for the Northern Rivers.

The award recognises 

Maddi’s outstanding contri-

bution to supporting women 

experiencing domestic vio-

lence (DV), homelessness and 

financial insecurity through 

Fletcher Street Cottage’s 

Byron Women program.

Fletcher Street Cottage 

organisers say, ‘The award, 

presented by Zonta Northern 

Rivers, recognises young 

women who demonstrate 

outstanding leadership in 

their community. Maddi’s 

dedication to supporting 

women experiencing 

domestic violence, homeless-

ness and financial insecurity 

through Fletcher Street Cot-

tage’s Byron Women program 

has been recognised as an 

outstanding contribution to 

the region’. 

Maddi said, ‘I’m grateful 

to work alongside an incred-

ible team at Fletcher Street 

Cottage, who share the same 

passion and commitment 

to supporting women in our 

community’.

Local News / Letters

▶ From previous page

Elva and Steve celebrate 50 together
Congratulations Elva (nee 

Pleasance) and Stephen Carter 

who reached a very special 

milestone last month – their 

50th wedding anniversary.

The couple have lived in 

Bian Court, Ocean Shores, 

for over 30 years, and raised 

their two children there. Elva 

is wheelchair-bound owing 

to multiple sclerosis (MS) 

and has been diagnosed with 

stage 4 melanoma. 

She is being cared for at 

home by the Tweed Heads 

palliative care team.

Elva’s cousin Jillyan 

Jopson told The Echo, ‘Elva 

and Steve live with their two 

dogs Misty and Winnie and 

are loved by all who live in 

their street. They have fire 

pit parties on their front lawn 

and all the neighbours are 

always welcome’. 

‘Elva and Steve both have 

huge hearts and will always 

stop for a chat, or to compli-

ment a stranger, bringing a 

smile to someone who needs 

it most’, Jillyan added.

Elva and Steve. Photo supplied

Maddi Powell. Photo Kurt Petersen



14 The Byron Shire Echo www.echo.net.au

North Coast news online

6PM -  9PM
SATURDAY 15TH NOVEMBER
MARVELL HALL,  BYRON BAY

LIVE
CHARITY AUCTION

FOR WILDLIFE

A N G E L A  C AT T E R N S
A B C  B R O A D C A S T E R

Hosted By

Tuesday, 11 November | 7–9pm
 Ocean Shores Community Center | 55 Rajah Rd., Room 1

FREE – Donations welcome at the door.

An Award-Winning Documentary

“What we would see if we were really 
serious about understanding consciousness.” 

— Jeffrey J. Kripal, PhD
Scholar of Comparative Religion

brilliantly profound.”
— Ray Lynch. Three Time Billboard 

award-winning musician/composer/producer

SPORTS MEMORABILIA
AUCTION

Sunday 9 Nov 2025
2pm

@ Cherry Street Sports

30 Items 
Up for Grabs!
Own a Piece of Sporting History – Support a Great Cause!
With rugby, cricket, and horse racing collectibles, from signed 
jerseys and framed photos to limited edition treasures

A portion of the proceeds will support the Rotary Club of Ballina-on-Richmond’s Domestic & Family 
Violence Campaign, promoting awareness, education, and prevention within our community.

Catalogue of auction items is available at
www.rotaryclubofballinaonrichmond.org.au/auction

Be There. Bid Big. Make an Impact
Organised by the Rotary Club of Ballina-on-Richmond

Special Thanks
With appreciation to Brendan & Lyn Byrne for generously donating these items from their private collection

Enquiries: Dave Harmon  0401 956 996

Ballina-on-Richmond

SPORTS MEMORABILIA

Richard Hil

I have it on good authority that some 

members of the Mullumbimby 

Residents Association (MRA) have 

been accused of being insensitive and 

uncaring towards those in precarious 

housing situations. 

I find this rather confusing, as I 

happen to know a number of MRA folk 

who have impressed me as caring, 

sensitive people.

So, without wanting to get stuck into 

the Station Street development issue, I 

thought I’d tell you a little bit about the 

founder of the MRA, Dr Sonia Laverty.

Sonia and I have been good friends 

for well over a decade. 

When visiting Mullum, I often 

stay with Sonia. We talk, laugh, and 

reminisce. Along with her beloved dog 

Jessie, Sonia now lives a quiet, yet 

interesting, life in the heart of the town.

A few years back, over a glass 

of wine, I asked Sonia about her 

background –  where she came from, 

what she did for ‘a living’, and what she 

viewed as her finest accomplishments. 

Like many people with fulsome lives, 

Sonia said, ‘I don’t know, I haven’t done 

much really.’

Well, that is about as far from the case 

as could be. Sonia has, to say the least, 

led what can only be described as an 

extraordinary life.

At 12 years of age, along with her 

twin sister, younger sister and parents, 

Sonia moved from her Brisbane home 

to the far North Queensland town of 

Mackay, where her mum managed a 

general store for about a decade. 

It wasn’t easy, especially after 

Sonia’s father passed away. 

By all accounts, Sonia’s mum was a 

pillar of the local community – encour-

aging young people to take up sports, 

befriending and supporting local 

Indigenous people, all while managing 

a busy store and caring for her three 

daughters.

Nursing career 
After finishing high school and com-

pleting a general nursing course at the 

local Mater Hospital, Sonia packed her 

bags and headed to Sydney, where she 

trained in midwifery. 

This marked the beginning of a nurs-

ing career that, on and off, spanned four 

decades.

As time wore on, Sonia began to 

reflect on the circumstances of her 

many patients. 

She observed that those who hadn’t 

fully recovered were often being sent 

back to places with little or no support 

– the very situations that made them 

unwell in the first place. 

Sonia wanted to understand the 

structural conditions that immiserated 

people.  

She eventually enrolled in 

Dr Sonia Laverty. Photo supplied

Articles

Here’s something you should know about the 
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Volume 8 ~ 2025-2026

Read it online here:
byronhealing.com.au

LATEST 
MAGAZINE 

OUT NOW

Your free guide to the flourishing health and wellbeing 
industry of Byron and the Northern Rivers

MULLUM VET

124 Dalley Street Mullumbimby
Phone 6684 3818

Mon-Fri 8:30am-5:30pm
Sat 9am-12pm

After Hours Emergency Service
Small & Large animals.

Locally owned with a friendly & caring team!

www.stoneysbuildingcreations.com

Licensed builder,
specialising in Bathroom renovations.Quality workmanship, and reliable and personalised service.

0417 654 888

Lic: 317362C

an undergraduate degree in 

Behavioural Sciences at Macquarie 

University, where she learned how over 

generations particular social, economic 

and political arrangements favoured 

some populations over others. Sonia 

wanted to act on this knowledge. She 

was determined ‘to make some sort of 

difference.’

With this in mind, and after complet-

ing her honours degree, Sonia joined 

a child welfare organisation to help 

establish childcare centres in large-

scale workplaces around Sydney.

Social Welfare Union
This was followed by some major 

career changes. Between 1978 and 1982, 

Sonia was appointed Secretary of the 

NSW Social Welfare Union, during which 

time she helped the union achieve 

registration and successfully applied 

for a state award to improve members’ 

working conditions. 

This was followed by a lengthy stint 

in the national office of the Textile, 

Clothing and Footwear Union, where 

Sonia worked to improve communica-

tions with large numbers of migrant 

women working from home in often 

dire circumstances.

Importantly, Sonia was behind the 

publication of a handbook called Cloth-
ing Workers, Know Your Rights, which 

was translated into nine languages, and 

another report outlining skill levels in 

the clothing industry, published in 14 

languages. 

She also spoke about the plight of 

outworkers at an International Labour 

Organisation conference in Geneva.

Former councillor 
Later, Sonia was elected as an 

independent to Marrickville Council, as 

its only female councillor, focusing on 

various community and social issues. 

After four years of often challenging 

yet rewarding work, Sonia moved to 

Port Macquarie to be with her ageing 

mother, during which time she took up 

another nursing position, worked in 

aged care, and even managed to com-

plete an excellent PhD. By that stage, 

Sonia was in her mid-60s.

Eventually returning to Sydney, 

Sonia was appointed to the NSW State 

Committee of the Older Women’s Net-

work, a position she held for five years. 

She arrived in Mullumbimby around 

2014, joined the Ngara Institute’s events 

committee, and in 2016 founded the 

MRA. 

She remains an active member and 

takes a strong interest in local com-

munity issues.

All I can say is that it has been an 

honour getting to know Sonia who, 

among many other things, has a terrific 

sense of humour, won’t cave to BS, and 

cares deeply about her family, friends, 

and people in the local community – 

and Jessie, of course.

So, to those who have made dispar-

aging comments about MRA members, 

please think twice.

Articles

MRA, and Sonia Laverty Rotary launch ‘Say No 
to Domestic and Family 
Violence’ campaign
Rotary members from across the 

North Coast and Justine Elliot MP have 

launched the local Rotary 2025 ‘Say 

No to Domestic and Family Violence’ 

campaign in Tweed Heads.

Since 2018, Rotary in Australia, New 

Zealand and the Pacific Islands have 

been uniting to build awareness and 

education programs to help communi-

ties identify, reduce, and stop physical 

domestic violence as part of the 16 Days 

of Activism.

16 Days of Activism
The United Nation’s international 

campaign ‘16 Days of Activism’ against 

gender-based violence takes place each 

year from November 25 until December 

10 – this is a global campaign whose 

2025 theme is to prevent and eliminate 

gender-based digital violence against 

women and girls.

Mrs Elliot says, ‘As part of this 

campaign Rotary clubs will be holding 

walks, runs, and bike rides to help 

make the voices of domestic violence 

survivors heard’. 

For more info visit www.rotarydow-

nunder.org/events/16-days-of-activism.

If you or someone you know is experi-

encing, or at risk of experiencing, family, 

domestic, or sexual violence, call 1800 

737 732 or visit 1800RESPECT.org.au. 

If you are concerned about your 

behaviour, or use violence, contact the 

Men’s Referral Service on 1300 766 491 
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MORE THAN JUST A MEAL
We deliver nutritious, 
delicious meals to the elderly, 
people with a disability or 
high risk consumers.

Meals can be delivered 
weekly as frozen packs for 
you to heat, or daily if you 
require a hot meal. 

KEEPING YOU CONNECTED
Our social support 
volunteers will phone you for 
a social chat and check on 
your wellbeing.

Brunwick Valley Community Centre.
42 South Beach Road, Brunswick Heads. 

02 6685 1498/ 0423 098 192
https://bvmow.com.au

• NOURISHING MEALS
DELIVERED TO
YOUR DOOR

• NO WAITING LIST OR 
LOCK-IN CONTRACT

• CONTACT FREE

BrunwicB
42 So

Ou
vo

ACT FR

B

ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

20/11/2025
10am

BRUNSWICK 
BOWLS CLUB

Paddle Out for domestic violence awareness
Last year saw the inaugural 

Paddle Out raising money to 

support nature-based pro-

grams, mentoring, and surf 

therapy, helping young sur-

vivors of domestic violence 

trauma rebuild confidence, 

connection, and purpose.

Get involved
Paddle Out 2025 – Turning 

the Tide on Violence will be 

held on 6 December and 

Spirited Foundation advo-

cate Sam Hilton is calling on 

Byron Shire to come together 

to join the movement again 

this year. 

The paddle out will take 

place at The Pass, Byron Bay 

from 8am to 11am. 

‘Domestic and family 

violence continues to affect 

families across Australia. For 

young people, the trauma 

can last a lifetime. Paddle 

Out 2025 brings this issue 

into the open — creating 

space for healing and hope,’ 

said Sam. 

Last year the flagship 

event was held at Terrigal 

Haven Beach, Central Coast 

with simultaneous paddle 

outs around Australia and 

worldwide. They raised 

$5,000 that went to the 

Spirited Foundation’s surf 

therapy, mentoring, and 

nature-based programs.

‘When communities come 

together on the water, we 

send a clear message: we 

believe in a future free from 

violence, where every young 

person feels safe, supported, 

and seen,’ said Sam.

Sam is calling on the local 

Byron Shire community to 

join in the event again this 

year and help set up a local 

organisation and event here. 

Find out more at: https://

paddleout.raiselysite.com.  

Mark ‘Mono’ Stewart becomes a legend of NSW sport

Mark ‘Mono’ Stewart will be joining NSW sports greats when he is inducted into the NSW 

Hall of Champions in late November. Photo supplied

Ross Kendall

The John Mitchell Memorial 

Golf Day delivered by the 

Lennox Head Lions Club had 

over 100 players in 25 teams 

enjoy wonderful weather, an 

exceptional lunch, some fine 

golf and great camaraderie, 

last Sunday at the Byron Bay 

Golf Course.

‘What a day,’ said the 

Lions Club’s Graham Shaw.

‘As a result of the support 

of our major sponsors, the 

generosity of both Lennox 

Head and Byron Bay busi-

nesses and the involvement 

of so many enthusiastic 

players we were able to raise 

close to $20,000.

winners
‘This will enable us to 

donate our pledges of 

$10,000 to the Buttery and 

$5000 to the Fletcher Street 

Cottage, and record a small 

excess for further community 

contribution,’ he said.

‘We thank everyone for 

their wonderful involvement 

and contribution,’ Graham 

said.

The John Mitchell Memo-

rial Golf Day ‘continues to be 

a pillar of our club’s fundrais-

ing efforts and a celebration 

of community generosity and 

good-spirited fun’.

Shaw says, ‘This year’s 

beneficiaries are two 

remarkable organisations: 

The Buttery, which provides 

essential mental health 

and addiction services in 

our region, and Fletcher 

Street Cottage, a sanctuary 

for those experiencing 

homelessness, offering food, 

counselling and medical 

referrals’.

The four-person Ambrose 

event kicked off at 12 noon 

with a shotgun start, and 

included a putting prize.

Josh Koellner chips in for the Lennox Lions’ John Mitchell 

Memorial Golf Day at Byron. Photo Jeff Dawson

‘Mono’ (aka Mark Stewart), 

adaptive surfer from Byron 

Bay, will join other sport-

ing legends from NSW on 

Monday, 24 November when 

he is accorded the NSW 

Hall of Champions Legend 

Status. 

As a teenager, Mark 

‘Mono’ Stewart played foot-

ball and was a star striker, 

representing Northern 

NSW in the Tasman Cup. 

After a severe injury and an 

osteosarcoma (bone cancer) 

diagnosis, Mark lost his right 

leg at 15 years old. 

surf at Byron
With the help of friends 

and family he got back in the 

surf when he was home from 

Sydney between treatments. 

Mono has won gold 

eight times in the Australian 

Adaptive Surfing Champion-

ships, from 2016-2025. 

Mono has an impressive 

medal tally of 33 gold, seven 

silver, and five bronze across 

a range of national and 

international competitions. 

He also has six World Titles 

across ISA and AASP profes-

sional platforms.

In 2021, Mono became 

the world’s oldest Para 

Surfing champion, winning 

the ISA World Adaptive 

Surfing Championships at 

Pismo Beach, California, at 

age 59. In 2023, he was the 

first adaptive surfer to get 

a perfect score with two 

10-point rides in the final of 

an international event. This 

is only the fourth time any 

surfer has achieved the feat. 

Mono will be one of five 

NSW sports greats to be 

inducted into the NSW Hall of 

Champions later this month.

PEOPLE, POLITICS AND CULTURE

FOR 
ADVERTISING 
BOOKINGS

CONTACT RUSTY 
0428 847 390
rustymiller1943@gmail.com

OR TRICIA
0421 422 645
triciashantz11@gmail.com

Ross Kendall

Byron Bay Cycling Club’s 

(BBCC) George Bloor claimed 

a double, winning first place 

in C grade for both the crite-

rion event and a road race 

held in the Clarence Valley 

last weekend as part of an 

interclub series.

The Grafton Cycle Club 

(GCC) hosted the Jacaranda 

Cycling Festival on Saturday, 

a criterium event at the 

Junction Hill Track, while 

on Sunday the Yamba 

Cycling Club (YCC) hosted 

the Jacaranda Road Race at 

Woodford Island.

George was first in C grade 

at both events.

Sunday morning brought 

ideal racing conditions for 

the annual Jacaranda Road 

Race on the scenic Woodford 

Island circuit, the YCC 

reported.

‘C grade produced one of 

the biggest and most exciting 

fields of the day, with 13 start-

ers from across the region. 

‘Despite several surges, 

the bunch stayed largely 

together to the line, where 

George Bloor (BBCC) 

powered home for the win 

in a close sprint with Jarrod 

Flower (Northern Rivers CC) 

and Eddie McLane (GCC),’ the 

report said.

The BBCC congratulated 

all riders who raced and was 

glad to see a strong club 

representation in the events.

George Bloor on the top of the podium for his outstanding 

achievements. Photo supplied
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Coorabell Hall PresentsCoorabell Hall Presents
AN EXHIBITION OF PAINTING

BY HEATHER McCALMAN

Edge of Form – Landscapes of Solitude

Opening Friday 14 November at 5.30pm

OPEN

An exhibition An exhibition 
not to be missednot to be missed

EXHIBITION
14, 15 & 16 NOVEMBER 2025

Over 150 new artworks 
on display, all for sale at 

reasonable prices. 

Come and grab yourself an 
original painting, something 

special and unique.

“Tiny treasures” section – 
artworks for $70 or less.

A painting by Meg Egglestone 
will be featured for raffle.

Refreshments avail Sat and Sun.‘Not Responsible’ by Julia Crofts

TINTENBAR HALL
FRIDAY 14th  1pm–5pm

SATURDAY 15th  10am–5pm
SUNDAY 16th  10am–4pm

BALLINA ART SOCIETY

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS 
Tintenbar Store, B Framed, Next Level Framing, Bunnings Ballina

The Tweed Regional Gallery & Margaret Olley Art Centre is a Tweed Shire Council Community Facility 
and is supported by the NSW Government through Create NSW.

Between Appearance
Nat Kafka

14 November 2025 – 8 February 2026

This exhibition is the outcome of the Tweed Regional Gallery — Byron School of Art 
(BSA) 3rd Year Graduate Award, 2024. A Tweed Regional Gallery initiative.

Nat Kafka Passing Through (detail) 2025, acrylic and feldspar potash on board, 
105 x 82 cm. Photograph: Michelle Eabry © The artist

Wed – Sun, 10am – 4pm DST | 2 Mistral Rd, Murwillumbah | gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au

BALLINA ART SOCIETY
The Ballina Art Society’s annual exhibition is the 

grand finale for the year! 

They are about painting together, providing 

tutoring for their members, socialising and 

providing support.  The annual exhibition is an 

opportunity to showcase their work. They meet 

in school terms at The Ballina Scout Hall.  Artists 

vary in skill and years of expertise but some are 

very well-known local artists. They all work in a 

variety of mediums, including oil paint, acrylic, 

watercolour, pastel and mixed media. 

Head along to the exhibition to see some 

inspirational art. You might even decide to buy a 

piece as a truly unique Christmas gift.There are 

150 pieces on display, starting from $70.

Ballina Art Society Annual Art Exhibition 

14-16 November (see ad for hours) 

Ballina Scout Hall.

COORABELL HALL 
PRESENTS AN EXHIBITION 
OF PAINTINGS BY 
HEATHER McCALMAN
Heather moved to the Northern Rivers from 

Canberra 12 year ago. She also spends half the 

year in the north of Japan. These three, very 

different environments can be seen reflected 

in her current paintings .’I enjoy the expansive 

skies and sense of peace to be found in the 

mountains, and by the sea. Rocks are also a 

reassuring, stable presence, either along the 

shoreline or in the granite boulders of the Great 

Dividing Range.’

Heather’s landscapes hover between 

abstraction and recognisable forms and in 

some cases suggest the presence of the 

human form. This is an exhbition not to be 

missed.

Opening Friday, 14 November 5.30pm 

Exhibition is open on Saturday 15 and 16 

November 10am - 4pm

BETWEEN APPEARANCE
NAT KAFKA
Between Appearance by Northern Rivers artist Nat 

Kafka explores themes of duality, perception, and the 

contrasts between what is seen and what lies beneath 

the surface.

Arriving via an intuitive inquiry that Kafka maintains 

throughout her practice, her work includes both 

a fragility and a strength. Kafka invites viewers to 

contemplate the delicate boundaries between outer 

appearance and inner reality, with her works serving 

as a meditation on tension and harmony, and resilience 

and vulnerability.

This exhibition is the outcome of the Tweed Regional 

Gallery - Byron School of Art (BSA) 3rd Year Graduate 

Award, 2024. A Tweed Regional Gallery initiative.

Summer Opening Celebrations 

Friday, 14 November, 6 – 8 pm (DST), free 

https://events.humanitix.com/sonov25 

Open Wednesday – Sunday, 10am - 4pm (DST) 

gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au 

@tweedregionalgallery
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ARTIST STUDIO GALLERY
Belongil Beach

Open by appointment

0409 604 405

janrae7.weebly.com 

ARTIST’S STUDIO GALLERY
Byron Bay

Landscape inspired works imparting a ‘spirit of place’

Open by appointment

Monthly specials

02 6685 5317

jaypearse.com

BLUE KNOB HALL GALLERY
Blue Knob

719 Blue Knob Road, Lillian Rock

Open Thursday to Sunday 10am–3pm

02 6689 7449

Blueknobgallery.com

BURRINGBAR GALLERY
Open Wednesday to Sunday 10am–4pm

(or by appointment)

Ph: 0408 998 446

6184 Tweed Valley Way, Burringbar

GALLERY COSMOSIS
Visionary Art

22 Brigantine St, Byron Bay

Open Thurs–Sat 10.30am–3pm or by appointment

0431 331 205

gallerycosmosis.com

GARAGE GALLERY
‘Community Arts Hub’ (Byron Community College) 

Cnr Gordon & Burringbar Streets, Mullumbimby

@mullum.garage.gallery

02 6684 3374

H’ART GALLERY
Local art in the heart of Mullumbimby

Mullumbimby Comprehensive Health Centre

60 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby

0401 647 325

KARENA WYNN-MOYLAN, FINE ART
World award-winning contemporary realism

Art direct from the artist at her Bangalow studio

Phone or text 0414 822 196 

LISMORE REGIONAL GALLERY
11 Rural St, Lismore, Bundjalung Country NSW 

Open Wednesday to Sunday 10am–4pm, 

Thursdays until 6pm

lismoregallery.org | @lismoreregionalgallery

LONE GOAT GALLERY
28 Lawson St, Byron Bay 

(located in the Byron Library building)

Open Wednesday to Saturday 10am–4pm 

lonegoatgallery.com 

MULLUMBIMBY CLAYWORKERS GALLERY
Drill Hall Complex,

2 Jubilee Ave, Mullumbimby

Open Thursday to Saturday 11am–3pm

mullumclayworkers.com 

NORTHERN RIVERS COMMUNITY GALLERY
Cnr Cherry & Crane Sts, Ballina

Open Wed–Fri 9am–3pm, Sat–Sun 9.30am–1pm

02 6681 0530 

nrcgballina.com.au

STUDIO SUVIRA 
Ceramics & Sculpture Gallery Home gallery and 

sculpture garden

28 Left Bank Rd, Mullumbimby 

0402 125 922 (call/text first)

suviramcdonald.com

TWEED REGIONAL GALLERY & MARGARET 
OLLEY ART CENTRE

Gallery hours: Wed–Sun 10am–4pm 

Café open: Wed-Fri 10am–4 pm, Sat-Sun 9am–4pm

2 Mistral Rd, Murwillumbah

02 6670 2790

gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au

ART BALANCE
Art Balance is a locally-owned-and-operated 

business. They bring precision, creativity, 

and care to every wall. From single statement 

pieces to full gallery installations, they 

hang artwork, mirrors, and keepsakes 

beautifully, safely, and in perfect balance. 

Their experienced team works across homes, 

offices, and public spaces throughout 

nsorthern NSW and the Gold Coast, combining 

an artist’s eye with a tradesperson’s skill. 

Whether refreshing your home or curating 

an exhibition, Art Balance makes the process 

seamless, professional, and stress-free. 

They hang - you enjoy.

0493 241 380

artbalance.com.au

SHARPEN YOUR SKILLS 
WITH A BYRON WRITERS 
FESTIVAL WORKSHOP
Personal to Published

Think you might want to publish your story one 

day? This fun and useful writing workshop is 

just what the doctor ordered. Join author and 

experienced writing workshop facilitator, Dr 

Hilton Koppe, for a day of playing with words 

and story. 

Saturday 8 November 10am-4pm, Centennial 

Cct, Byron Bay Arts & Industry Estate

Pitching Masterclass

Join literary agent Melanie Ostell for a dynamic 

pitching workshop designed to help you 

craft a compelling pitch, refine your project, 

and present your work with confidence to 

publishers and agents.

Saturday 15 November 11am-1.30pm, online

Find out more at byronwritersfestival.com

CREATE ART STUDIO
Looking for a thoughtful present that inspires 

and uplifts? Create Art Studio in Mullumbimby 

offers e-gift vouchers starting from just $35 

— the perfect way to give someone a creative 

experience this Christmas. Vouchers can be used 

for Paint & Sip nights, after-school art classes, 

holiday workshops, adults and kids sessions, 

private parties, or even art supplies like brushes 

and paints. It’s more than a gift — it’s an invitation 

to relax, connect, and express yourself through 

art and colour.

Gift vouchers available at www.createart.studio

arts
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JAN RAE
Byron Bay Community Centre, upstairs, 69 Jonson St

22 Sept to 15 Dec, 2025 – Mon to Fri, 10am–4pm
www.janrae7.weebly.com

An exhibition of  
paintings by

Border Clay
Trail 2025

9 am - 3 pm

8th & 9th
November

Event Highlights:
Showcase of clay artisans
Open pottery studios
Ceramics for sale
Workshops & demonstrations

Experience 
creativity
& explore 

the Tweed

claywi outborders.com.au

ARTSFOCUS

Residents and visitors of the Tweed region are invited to 

explore the talents of local ceramic artists on Saturday 8 

and Sunday 9 November for the fifth annual Border Clay Trail 

weekend presented by Clay Without Borders Inc.  

Clay Without Borders Inc. looks to connect like-minded 

people who love working with clay, promote local artisans, 

and connect clay creators along the New South Wales and 

Queensland border with ceramics enthusiasts and collectors.

Visitors will be presented with a showcase of ceramics 

hosted within the beauty of the Tweed region, created by 

passionate artists eager to introduce you to the wide range of 

possibilities clay has to offer.  

The Border Clay Trail is held over two days to allow visitors 

to take their time and engage with the makers at each 

location, participate in workshops and demonstrations 

being held at open studios, and discover new parts of the 

Tweed.  

There is a wide variety of ceramic artworks including 

functional tableware and homewares, contemporary 

structural forms, whimsical sculptures and distinctive 

jewelry, using a range of clay working processes, decorative 

techniques and firing forms.  

To find out more visit claywithoutborders.com.au

BORDER CLAY TRAIL SHOWCASES CERAMIC ARTISTS THROUGHOUT THE TWEED

ART EXHIBITION BY JAN RAE 
IS NOW OPEN UPSTAIRS  
AT BYRON COMMUNITY  
CENTRE (BBCC) 
Jan Rae is one of the three artists who painted the 

historic BBCC Mural (1984), on the building which is 

this year celebrating its 130th anniversary.

Her canvases are a luminous vision of our hinterland,  

hlghlighting the skies, hills and ocean.

BBCC, 69 Jonson St. Byron Bay 
10am- 4pm, Mon - Fri, closes 15 December 
www.janrae7.weebly.com

 arts
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Eateries GuideGood Taste

LENNOX HEAD

Views, Brews, Cocktails, Beats, and Eats!

Live Music Friday, Sunday.

Bookings essential.

Head to lennoxpizza.com

Follow on Insta: @lennoxpizza

Lennox Pizza
4/74 Ballina St, Lennox Head

Open Mon–Thurs from 3pm 
Fri–Sun from 12pm
Online pick up orders 
available daily 12pm

HAPPY HOUR: 3pm–5pm daily

Bonito Peruvian
@bonitoperuvian

www.bonitoperuvian.com.au

10/54 Simpson Ave, 
Wollongbar

(02) 6628 3111
Open Wed / Thurs: 3pm to late

Fri / Sat: 12pm to late

Experience the bold and vibrant flavors of 
Peru at Bonito Peruvian in Wollongbar, where 

traditional recipes meet modern creativity. From 
fresh ceviche and anticucho skewers to savory 

ají de gallina, every dish is crafted with authentic 
ingredients and passion. 

Pair your meal with a classic pisco sour and enjoy a 
true taste of Peru in a warm, inviting atmosphere.

WOLLONGBAR

CATERING

lizzijjackson@gmail.com

0414 895 441

Gluten free and special dietary needs catered for.

Celebrations 
Cakes by 
Liz JacksonCELEBRATIONSCELEBRATIONS  

BY LIZ JACKSONBY LIZ JACKSON

MURWILLUMBAH

BRUNSWICK HEADS

Guided by the ethos “Wild at 
Heart, Local by Nature”, River is 
a celebration of Northern Rivers 

produce, people, and provenance 
– a space where community and 

creativity come together over 
beautiful food and wine.

River – Wild at Heart
Thu 5pm – 9pm / Fri, Sat, 12pm – 9pm
Sun 12pm – 6pm

26 Mullumbimbi St, Brunswick Heads
(02) 6685 5739
www.riverrestaurantbruns.com.au
Reservations: 
www.riverrestaurantbruns.com.au/book

MULLUMBIMBY

Società Bistro
Open Wed - Sat: 

Lunch 11.30am–2pm

Dinner 4.30–8pm

Sunday Lunch: 11.30am–2pm

(02) 6684 2273
societabistro.com

At the Mullumbimby Golf Club

Classic Italian Family Dining
All your favourite pasta, pizza and pub classics.

New: Sunday Lunch Roast only. 11.30am–2pm

We’re keeping Sundays simple

Bacco Wine Bar
Opening Hours: Wednesday – Sunday 
Opening times: 3pm – late

Happy Hour: 3 – 5pm 

Email: bacco.mullumbimby@gmail.com
Phone: 0434 450 415
Instagram: @bacco.mullumbimby

Your favourite new wine 

and charcuterie board bar in 

Mullumbimby. Italian aperitivo 

in true enoteca style. Buon cibo. 

Buon vino. Buon amici.

Nestled in the lush Wilsons Creek 
rainforest, Threeways is a vibrant, family-

friendly cafe where nature, nourishment, and 
community meet. Enjoy seasonal, seed-oil free 
food, all-day breakfast, woodfired pizza nights, 

and upcoming Friday events. With Wi-Fi, 
gluten-free options, and space to relax or play, 

there’s something for everyone.

Threeways of the Valley
Wednesday – Sunday 8am – 3pm
(kitchen closes at 2pm, drinks & treats 
till 3pm)  Saturday Evenings Pizza Nights 
4:30pm – 7:30pm  Friday Specials 4:30 – 9pm 
See website for upcoming events.
10 Huonbrook Rd, Wilsons Creek
0421 054 484 |  www.threeways.store
@ threeways_of_the_valley

WILSONS CREEK

Olivewood Bistro
Located at Murwillumbah Golf Club
Open Lunch Monday – Sunday

Dinner Tuesday – Sunday

Call: (02) 6672 1799
www.murwillumbahgolfclub.com.au

We warmly welcome Olivewood 
Bistro to Murwillumbah Golf Club. 
Locals know Le Ping and Simone from their 
time running ’White Olive’  where they built 
a strong reputation for excellent food and 

warm hospitality.

BILLINUDGEL

M E X I C A NM E X I C A N

Rosefina has decided it’s 
time to dig through her vinyl 
collection for Friday nights.

Rosefina’s Mexican
Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Lunch 12pm–2:30pm
Dinner 5pm–8:00pm
Sunday 12pm–8pm

8/10 Wilfred St, Billinudgel
www.rosefinas.place

Open for takeaway daily, 12 midday until dinner. 

Menu and more details

@mainstreet_burgerbar

‘Make a meal of it’
Add chips and a drink, just $5.

Main Street
Open for takeaway daily, 
12 midday until dinner.

Menu, more details –
@mainstreet_burgerbar

18 Jonson Street

(02) 6680 8832

Roca Byron Bay
Open: 
Everyday from 6:30am to late

14 Lawson St, Byron Bay
(02) 5642 0149 
@rocabyronbay
www.rocabyronbay.com.au

Latin fusion all-day dining
Come and try our new spring menu. Savour our 

chargrilled anticuchos, indulge in fresh ceviche & 

oysters, or elevate your night with the Roca dining 

experience. Pair it all with a classic Pisco Sour or 

our best-selling Hot Like Papi cocktail.

HAPPY HOUR
2 for 1 cocktails & beers / 5 – 7pm / Sun to Thurs

Rainforest views, farm to table dining and 
a menu showcasing the best of Northern 

Rivers produce. Forest Byron Bay offers fresh, 
seasonal dishes and crafted cocktails.

Unwind with Golden Hour, 4 to 6pm Tuesday 
to Saturday, or enjoy house-made pasta with 

wine for Pasta Thursday.

Forest Byron Bay
Open 7 days

Breakfast: 7.30 to 10.30am

Lunch on Verandah from 12 to 3pm

Dinner: 5.30 to 9pm

crystalbrookcollection.com/
byron/forest

BYRON BAY

Delicious new winter dinner menu, live music 
every Sunday arvo, happy hour 3–5pm Friday 

to Sunday & our famous Sunday roast.

Enjoy a wander in the fields, meet the pigs, 
and picnic in the sun… there really is 

something for everyone.

Three Blue Ducks
Located at The Farm

11 Ewingsdale Rd.
(02) 6190 8966

Open every day from 7am.
Mon-Thurs: breakfast & lunch
Fri-Sun: breakfast,
lunch & dinner

BALLINA

Australian 
Hotel Ballina
Open Daily Pub Meals: Tue–Sat, 
Lunch & Dinner •  Cantina: 
Wed–Sat, Lunch & Dinner • 
Sunday Lunch: 12–4pm
103 River St, Ballina
@australianhotelballina

Ballina’s go-to for classic pub meals, bold Mexican, 
cold pints & cheeky margs. Live music, DJs, $9 Pacific 

Ale and free feed for the kids on Sundays.

Mention this ad for a free house beer or soft drink 
with any main meal.

australianhotelballina.com.au

BANGALOW

Where good food and good times bump into 

each other and decide to stay for a drink. 

They’ve taken modern Aussie cuisine, given it a 

cheeky spin, and packed it with the best locally 

sourced produce the Northern Rivers has to offer. 

Whether you’re a local or just passing through, 

Tuckshop offers a dining experience that feels 

both special and familiar at the same time.

Bangalow Tuckshop
Open: Tue for dinner

Wed to Sat for lunch and dinner
43 Byron Street, Bangalow

bangalowtuckshop.com

hello@bangalowtuckshop.com.au

@Bangalowtuckshop

North Byron 
Liquor Merchants
61 Bayshore Drive, 
Byron Bay

6685 6500
liquor@northbyronhotel.com.au
Open 10am–8pm daily and
10am-9pm through Summer

‘Byron’s boutique bottle shop’

Local service

Old and rare wines

Natural wines

Craft beers

Specialty tequilas
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The Good Life

Organigrow: eggs for a 
meaningful existence

As we hurtle towards 

Christmas it is good to 

pause and reflect on the 

important things in life – a 

meaningful existence, 

people to cherish and good 

food. ‘At Organigrow we 

try to achieve all of these, 

producing ethical food to 

sustain those who respect 

the rights of animals and 

the environment and who 

want to nurture their bodies 

and mind with the best 

organic food,’ say Simon 

and Elisabeth Cripps Clark, 

the owners and managers 

of Organigrow’s farm at 

Monaltrie near Lismore.

‘At Organigrow we also 

try to be carbon positive, 

absorbing more CO2 from 

the atmosphere than we are 

responsible for producing 

by regenerating much of 

the farm with rainforest 

and tree crops. The pecan 

trees planted around the 

hens’ housing not only 

give us delicious nuts 

but provide shade and 

cooling in the summer and 

being deciduous lets our 

feathered friends get plenty 

of sunshine in the winter 

months.’

‘Our eggs are the best-

tasting eggs around because 

we feed our hens with abun-

dant green peck and select 

organic whole grain – chooks 

have the ability to grind their 

food in a crop, picking up 

small stones from the range 

area to assist with this. As 

the grain we feed is whole, 

it gives all the vitality that 

whole living grain contains – 

as soon as it is ground, grain 

starts to oxidise and the 

germ goes rancid. Almost all 

commercial eggs are fed pel-

lets which contain a mixture 

of ground grain and other 

ingredients. We dare to be 

different – feeding a varied 

and balanced whole grain 

diet which our hens benefit 

from, and they don’t need 

vaccines or any medications 

to stay healthy.

‘Of course, we couldn’t 

produce your eggs 

without a dedicated 

team and a supportive 

work environment. We 

are an equal opportunity 

company with an inclusive 

and positive working 

environment. I would like to 

pass on everyone’s gratitude 

for your support in buying 

our eggs – especially our 

feathered friends’ thanks for 

letting us give them the best 

food and environment.’

You can buy Organigrow 

‘Certified Organic Free 

Range’ eggs at most 

local food stores and 

supermarkets – just look for 

the Organigrow label.

For more info on stockists 

and pictures of happy hens 

see organigrow.com.au

Chef × Distiller: a 
celebration of craft at 
Azure Bar and Grill

Azure Bar and Grill invites locals to a 

distinctive dining event: a five-course 

Chef × Distiller Dinner and Whisky Pairing. 

This one-night collaboration brings 

together the culinary artistry of Executive 

Chef Craig Robertson and the dedicated 

craftsmanship of Dan Woolley – better 

known for his small-batch single malt brand 

Highwayman Whisky.

Craig Robertson, a Northern Rivers 

native, has returned home after decades 

refining his craft across some of Australia’s 

most acclaimed kitchens, from luxury 

resorts in Queensland to hatted dining 

institutions in the Hunter Valley and Fiji. 

Known affectionately as ‘Chef Robbo,’ he 

brings an elevated yet grounded approach 

to coastal cuisine, one that honours 

both the artistry of fine dining and the 

authenticity of local flavour. At Azure Bar 

and Grill, Robertson leads with his ‘forest 

to foreshore’ philosophy – a celebration of 

provenance that draws inspiration from the 

land surrounding Elements of Byron. His 

menus weave together native herbs foraged 

on the resort’s grounds, locally-sourced 

seafood, and seasonal produce from 

Northern Rivers farmers, creating dishes 

that feel deeply connected to place and 

memory.

Meanwhile, Dan Woolley’s journey has 

taken him from the whisky heartlands of 

Scotland, Japan, and Tasmania to the coast 

of Byron Bay. Founding Highwayman Whisky 

in 2016, he has built a loyal following for his 

handcrafted, cask-strength single malts – 

each small-batch aged and bottled by hand. 

His ‘liquid library’ reflects a deep respect 

for tradition and experimentation alike, 

capturing the spirit of the region in every 

bottle.

Together, the duo have crafted a sensory 

journey that intertwines their crafts. From 

an opening of wagyu corned-beef pastrami 

paired with a smoky Old Fashioned, through 

Highwayman-cured swordfish, Northern 

Rivers smoked duck, wild venison saddle, 

and a decadent Smoking Oak chocolate 

cigar, each course is thoughtfully paired with 

a whisky that elevates its essence.

With limited seats available, this intimate 

event promises an evening where land and 

sea meet barrel and flame.

Date: Thursday, 4 December at 6pm

Location: Azure Bar and Grill, Elements of 

Byron, Byron Bay

Price: $149 per person

Bookings: elementsofbyron.com.au/

things-to-do/whats-on/

Dan Woolley (L) with Chef Craig Robertson (R) who produces smokin’ dishes at the Azure 

Bar and Grill in Elements of Byron. In December the culinary artistry of each course will be 

paired with a whisky that elevates its essence. Photo Jeff ‘Smokin’ Pots’ Dawson.

Open 6am – 12pm
Monday – Saturday

Shop 6/108 Stuart Street
Mullumbimby.

ALLPRESS ESPRESSSO

C O F F E E  S H O P
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C O N T A C T  U S

02 6684 2323

Wards Landscape Supplies

Garden Centre
Animal Feeds &
Care
Fencing & Turf
Work Footwear

Water & Land
Management
Fuel 24/7
Free
Workshops

Bulk aggregates,
soils, mulches &
sand
Landscape
Supplies

FARMCARE
is off to the show! 

Come along
    and say
      g'day!

101 Dalley Street Mullumbimby  •  6684 2022  

Mullumbimby Show 2025

Mullumbimby Agricultural Show 2025
Mullumbimby Annual Show is on this weekend. 
There is a great diversity of sights and sounds to be 
seen, heard and experienced by all from within our 
community and surrounds. This year, once again, 
there will be an action-packed three days of events, 
displays and entertainment.

Message from Show President, Mark Ward.
‘Hi everyone, it’s that time of the year again! I’m so 
glad to welcome you to the Mullumbimby Show, a 
true celebration of community spirit and family fun. 
I’m incredibly proud of our committee members 
who volunteer their time and energy to make this 
event possible. Your dedication and hard work are 
the backbone of our show, and I’m grateful for 
your efforts. I’d also like to extend my thanks to 
the many other volunteers who help at working 
bees throughout the year and on show weekend, 
including our local sporting groups, service clubs, 
and rescue workers - your contributions are 
invaluable. I’d also like to extend my thanks to our 
generous sponsors, both new and returning, who 

support us every year. We couldn’t put on a show 
without you! To all our attendees, competitors, and 
exhibitors, I offer a warm welcome.

We’re excited to share a packed program with 
you, featuring some new events and some old 
favourites. This year’s theme in the main 
pavilion is ‘Tradies and Their Tools’ 
and we have some exciting new 
additions to our entertainment 
lineup including traditional 
woodworking demonstrations. 
We’re also looking forward to the 
Mullum Mullet Competition, a Woodchop 
Display by the North Coast Axemen’s Association, 
and our inaugural All Breeds Horseman’s 
Challenge. These events join our usual lineup 
of horse events, trotting, the truck show, show 
jumping, motorcycle barrel racing, and Sideshow 
Alley. Our entertainment program is shaping up 
to be fantastic, with band The Craw performing a 
powerhouse blend of B-side 80’s classics and hand-

hitting modern rock on the main stage on Saturday 

feature the Show and Shine, and both Saturday 
and Sunday will showcase the Airtime FMX team’s 
thrilling aerobatics. The crowd favourite Demolition 

Derby will take place on Sunday, with the 
One 2 Many Band closing the show. 

Thank you all for your support, and 
I look forward to seeing you at the 
show.’

This year’s show continues our 
community engagement through 

exhibition, involvement, competition and 
entertainment. The three-day show kicks off on 
Friday – a free entry day. First up is the stock horse 
judging from 8.00am, followed by the stock horse 
challenge, and then from 3.00pm to 7.00pm there 
will be trotting demonstrations. Sideshow Alley 
cranks up from lunchtime as does the BBQ and bar.

continued on page 24

‘Bring the 
family along and join 
us again for a great 

weekend .’

Sarah Archibald - Photos by Sarah

Sarah Archibald - Photos by Sarah Sarah Archibald - Photos by Sarah

Photo Jeff Dawson

Photo Jeff Dawson
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7th, 8th & 9th November
Mullumbimby Showgrounds

MAJOR SPONSORSMAJOR SPONSORS

For more information:
www.mullumbimbyshow.org.au
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Betta Home Living
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Mullumbimby Showgrounds 7, 8 & 9 November

FRIDAY 7 NOVEMBER
6.30pm Gates open, horse entries open

7 – 9am Pavilion entry items drop off to main pavilion

9am – 12.30pm Horse judging

9am – 3pm

1pm approx All breed challenge

3 – 7pm Trotting demonstration

AFTERNOON
12.30pm Spaghetti Circus performance - $5 entry

1 – 2pm
2.15pm
2:45 – 5:30pm
3pm Mullum Mullet registration (beside main stage)

4pm

6 – 9pm

8pm

TIMETABLE OF EVENTS

SATURDAY 8 NOVEMBER

SUNDAY 9 NOVEMBER

MORNING
6.30am Gates open, horse entries open

8am Competitions start

9am Beef cattle judging starts
Main pavilion open

10am
Welcome and sponsors thank you
Ring announcer John Norris
BBQ and bar open

10.30am On stage Ray Essery

11am Spaghetti Circus performance - $5 entry

11.30am 

MORNING

8am Main pavillion open

10am BBQ and bar open

10am – 12pm On stage - Schools Rock

10.30am
11am

AFTERNOON
1pm – 3pm One 2 Many Band

2pm
3:15 - 3:45pm One 2 Many Band

3.45pm Demolition derby

4.15pm On stage - One 2 Many Band

ALL DAY
Camp oven demonstrations
Antique machinery and tractors on display
Trotting all day

Horse events

ALL DAY

Antique machinery and tractors on display 

Camp oven demonstrations 
Trotting all day

AFTERNOON

Motorbike barrel racing

HLS Trick Riding performance 

AFTERNOON

Woodchop remonstrations into the evening 

Photo Jeff Dawson

Tickets online at www.mullumbimbyshow.org.au
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THE VOICE OF THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1986

The Byron Shire Echo
Community newspaper distributed free throughout 

Byron Shire and beyond every Wednesday.

www.echo.net.au
The North Coast’s independent and  

free online daily news service.
Check out The Echo for all the current events and 

goings on, plus lots of goodies such as:

Weekly gig guide Weekly gig guide 
What’s on event pageWhat’s on event page

Market guideMarket guide
Art gallery listingArt gallery listing
Restaurant guideRestaurant guide

Supporting Mullum Agricultural Show

ELECTRICAL
COOKING
LAUNDRY

 TVs
AUDIO

106 STUART STREET
PH:6684 2511

BRIDGLANDS

Saturday really fires up with the main gate 
(pedestrians only) opening from 8.00am. 
Everything is then full swing with horse judging, 
show jumping, beef cattle judging, poultry 
judging and trotting demonstrations. 
Pavilion judging including 
‘Tradies and their Tools’ – 
theme cake/smoko judging, 
Sideshow Alley, trade 
stalls, food vans, displays 
with petting zoo, reptile 
show, truck show, wood 
chops, Air Time FMX motor 
bikes, antique machinery, camp 
oven demonstrations, mower races – hot laps, 
plus entertainment up on the main stage all 
day from 10.30am. The night concludes with 
fireworks at 7.00pm and The Craw on the main 
stage till 9.00pm. BBQ and bar open all day. 
There’s also the Mullum Mullet contest in the 
afternoon.

Sunday is the fun day, again the main gate 

(pedestrians only) opening at 8.00am. Show 
jumping, main pavilion, Sideshow Alley, trade 
stalls, food vans, motor bike barrel racing, 
Show and Shine cars and bikes, antique 

machinery, petting zoo, main stage 
entertainment from 10.00am 

with schools rock, pet 
show, trick riding show, 
mower races, trotting 
demonstrations, working 
dog demonstration, Airtime 

FMX Freestyle Motorcross 
Show, trotting final, mower racing 

final and demolition derby. Finishing 
up with One 2 Many on the main stage till 
5.00pm. BBQ and bar open all day.

Bring the family along and join us again 
in Mullumbimby for a great weekend of 
entertainment, renewing friendly acquaintances 
from last year, and meeting new ones, not to 
mention catching up with friends and family 
members.

Mullumbimby Show 2025

MAIN ARM STORE MAIN ARM STORE 
MAIN ARM ROAD

XMAS PARTY  XMAS PARTY  
FRIDAY DEC 5THFRIDAY DEC 5TH

FREE  BBQ 5.30-6.30PM WITH SANTA’S 

ARRIVAL AT 6PM WITH TREATS.

LIVE MUSIC TILL LATE. 

PIZZA NIGHT STILL ON,  
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL. 

EVERYONE WELCOME!

Every Friday night is  
PIZZA NIGHT – from 5.30pm

6684 55886684 5588

Ray
Towers

RUGS & VINYLS
CARPETS

Towers Drive, Mullumbimby 
PH 6684 2467 

raytowerscarpets.com.au

      

See you at 
the Mullum

Show!

52-54 Burringbar street
Mullumbimby

www.stewartsmenswear.com.au

Open till

 12pm on

Saturday

DEVINE QUALITY MEATS

32 years and
counting

We’re proud to belong to a small community with a 
big heart. By working with local farmers, we can offer 
you the best locally sourced, free-range produce. 
Come by, call, or email to order your favourite 
grass-fed beef, sausages, and steaks, as well as 
our award-winning ham and bacon – all from our 
community, for our community.  

64 STUART ST, 
MULLUMBIMBY

02 6684 2015
devinequalitymeats.com.au

An action-packed weekend

Photo Jeff Dawson

Tickets online at www.mullumbimbyshow.org.au.

Sarah Archibald - Photos by Sarah

Photo by Sarah Archibald 



www.echo.net.au The Byron Shire Echo 25

Mullumbimby Showgrounds 7, 8 & 9 November

 Mullumbimby Ex-Services Club  |   mullum_ex_services
58 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby  |  6684 2533

Proud Sponsor of 
The Mullum Show

Good Times, Cold beer, 
Live Music, Tasty Meals.

MULLUMBIMBY

WE STAND BEHIND OUR FRESH FOOD 
We guarantee our fresh food will always be fresh, or we’ll replace it and refund your money.*

DINO’S IGA MULLUMBIMBY
62 BURRINGBAR STREET • PH 6684 2207

PROUD SUPPORTERS 
OF THE 

MULLUM 
AGRICULTURAL 

SHOW
Adults at kids’ prices - just $5 entry
Mullumbimby Agricultural Show
Saturday, 8 November ~ 11.00am & 12:30pm

Enjoy our circus cabaret by the Mighty Stream! 
Adults at kid’s prices: $5 tickets on entry.

Phone: 6684 3038www.spaghetticircus.com

COME AND
WATCH US
PERFORM!

2025 Map

Photos Jeff Dawson

AT THE MUSEUM

Fresh produce 

Yummy food  
Fabulous gifts 

ClothingBrunswick Valley Historical Society Inc. 

O
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N
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G
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IM
ES MULLUM

MARKET
3rd Saturday

mullummarkets.com.au
02 66 843370

AT THE MUSEUM

Tuesdays & Fridays 
10am–12pm

3rd Saturday–Market Day 
9am–1pm

By appointment 02 6684 4367

admin@mullumbimbymuseum.org.au
mullumbimbymuseum.org.au

17 Myokum St Mullumbimby

O
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N
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ES

PROUDLY LOCAL

0413 003 301
www.katemessengerkinesiology.com.au

GIFT 
VOUCHERS 

AVAILABLE

YOUR LOCAL STATIONERY SUPPLIERS. 
2026 BOOK PACKS AVAILABLE HERE 
FOR ALL SCHOOLS.
44 Burringbar St, Mullumbimby • 02 6684 2127
stationary.mullumnews@gmail.com

Mullumbimby Newsagency
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Cryptic Clues 
ACROSS
8. Constable, essentially naive, 

tricked into digital asset (10)

9. Times features old queen getting a 
summons – finally! (4)

10.  Stan and others lose right to 
depict old ships (8)

11. A time – perhaps five, or seven? – 
to be dissenting (2,4)

12. Aristocrat matters when accepting 
directions (8)

15. Catch mate about to dump Rex (6)

16. Superior crew get on in ship (4,7)

22. Fictional dog sustains master with 
fruit (6)

23. Badmouth men in speech, creating 
a false image (8)

26. Erect umbrella to protect waste 
collector (6)

27. Political philosopher pronounced 
Guy to be a straight shooter (8)

28. Streamer is okay when untangled (4)

29. A dog is only a pet if you train it (3,7)

DOWN
1. Stick to original issue of hat (7)

2. Get old lunatic asylum to embrace 
Microsoft’s latest AI (6)

3. Overnight flight that’s a feature of 
some photos? (3-3)

4. Swimmers understood to be 
turning south (4)

5. Old Peruvian men are different 
behind closed doors (2,6)

6. Republican in storehouse points to 
potential ICE target (8)

7. Spooner’s grit transported by 
power tool (7)

13.  Big fish tail dropped into barrel (3)

14. Sketches over green grass (5)

17. How soldiers might go to rest? (8)

18. Hostility over? Otherwise, it’s a 
great crime (8)

19. Show that could go either way (3)

20. Spooner’s stupid, perhaps at any 
time (4,3)

21. Deeply embarrassed, Romeo flees 
monastery at first signs of early 
dementia (7)

24. Rows of leftovers (6)

25. Something initially found in waste 
matter of a bear (6)

27. Dressing of the month – first of 
October? (4)

Quick Clues 
ACROSS
8. Digital currency designed to 

maintain steady value (10)

9. Historical periods (4)

10. Ocean-going vessels (8)

11. In disagreement (2,4)

12. Female noble (8)

15. Catch in a snare (6)

16. Direct supervisor (4,7)

22. Red fruit used in salads (6)

23. Mask one’s identity (8)

26. Lower section of large intestine (6)

27. Skilled shooter (8)

28. Sports streaming service (4)

29. Small variety of popular breed of 
dog (3,7)

DOWN
1. Man’s felt hat with broad brim and 

high crown (7)

2. Acquire (6)

3. Overnight flight (3-3)

4. Swimming costume (4)

5. Behind closed doors (2,6)

6. Person expelled from country (8)

7. Woodworking cutting tool (7)

13. Large barrel (3)

14. Grassy surface (5)

17. Failure to act (8)

18. Great wickedness (8)

19. Light two-wheeled carriage (3)

20. At some future time (4,3)

21. Conscience-stricken; remorseful (7)

24. Food leftovers (6)

25. Bear-like (6)

27. Cold sauce comprising egg yolk, 
vegetable oil and lemon juice (4)

Crossword by Stephen Clarke #80

Last week’s solution #79

■ If you would like to provide any feedback to Stephen Clarke about his 
crosswords please email: crosswordfeedback@echo.net.au
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ARIES: Your planet ruler Mars charging 

into its speediest placement is the time 

of year Ariens are prone to overdo it – so 

better to say ‘yes’ to a little less than have 

the planetary backpedal force a pause. 

Rather than pushing through, you’ll get 

more done by taking time to recharge.

TAURUS: Taurus full moon on 6 

November is your date to celebrate 

everything you’ve achieved this year, and 

all the daily graces you enjoy: nature’s 

unending beauty, your favourite food, 

music and sensual pleasures. And with 

your prima planet Venus in the zodiac’s 

let’s get physical transit, take that where 

you will.

GEMINI: With Mercury in its least tactful 

placement, family interactions are likely 

to require delicacy this week. Thinking 

out loud is a no-no if you don’t want to 

spend the festive season estranged from 

loved ones, so best take a breath, count to 

ten and edit before uttering.

CANCER: November’s planetary patterns 

recommend reassessing your end-of-year 

plans, including what brings you comfort, 

nourishment and joy. If you’ve been feeling 

off  balance lately, full moon on 6 November 

is your cue to pause, regroup, and focus 

on creating more stability before the silly 

season kicks in.

LEO: Fiery Mars at his most outspoken 

could make snappy comebacks tempting 

this week, but with Mercury retrograde 

heading into the mix, you may not have 

all the facts, so consider the diff erence 

between reacting and responding. Check 

whether you’re promoting division or 

progress to assess the best course of action.

VIRGO: Your mentor planet Mercury, the 

zodiac’s communication principle, leads 

a merry dance this month, from blunt and 

blazingly outspoken through mind games 

and hidden agendas. Expect no-holds-

barred opinions and some fearlessly frank 

sharing this week, during which nothing 

could be the wisest thing to say.

LIBRA: With Jupiter magnifying emotional 

responses, you’ll need to appeal to peoples’ 

feelings if you want to engage their interest 

and assistance. This week’s Libran balancing 

act looks like walking the fine line between 

dummy spits and getting stuff  done, 

between productivity and taking enough 

time out for respite.

SCORPIO: Full moon on Thursday, 

6 November in your opposite and 

complementary sign on the astro wheel 

suggests taking dedicated time out. 

Because on the same day Venus sashays 

into your sexy sign, making this is the week’s 

best date for beautiful food, a massage, spa, 

your favourite sensual pleasures.

SAGITTARIUS: With energetic Mars blasting 

into your straightforward sign to join 

communicator Mercury, currently in chat 

mode, communications speed up. And heat 

up, so best keep cool and accept this week’s 

edgy exchanges as pathways to the ultimate 

Sagittarian destination, which is the truth of 

any situation.

CAPRICORN: If you can loosen up a little 

control this week and let things unfold 

organically, you’re likely to be grateful for 

what shows up and comes back to you at 

this slower pace. Which might be a creative 

breakthrough, unexpected gift  or the 

opportunity to assist someone in need.

AQUARIUS: November’s power dynamics 

and control issues can be intense, with 

others unlikely to back down, and four 

planets’ retrograde recommending 

resisting playing devil’s advocate, or 

voicing that epic putdown out loud. Don’t 

make assumptions, better to read the 

room. Then if it’s necessary, ask direct 

questions calmly.

PISCES: Full moons illuminate what’s 

possible, but they aren’t going to do the 

heavy lift ing for you. This week’s cosmic 

spotlight and planetary push suggest that 

the most eff ective approach could be 

taking the lead yourself, rather than waiting 

for someone else to make the first move.

STARS 
BY LILITH

SCORPIO THE SCORPION

Full moon in sensual 
Taurus, Venus 
sashaying into 
magnetic Scorpio, and 
Mars galloping into 
energetic Sagittarius 
promises a week of 
thrills and spills…

It’s Time for a Fast 
Fashion Fast
Mandy Nolan

We need to stop buying 

clothing made by children 

we don’t know, in sweat-

shops we will never see, that ends 

up in landfill in countries we never 

visit. A shocking 85% of all textiles 

go to dumps each year. Countries 

like Ghana import about 15 million 

items of secondhand clothing each 

week. That’s business in disposing 

of overconsumption.

In Ghana they call them obroni 
wawu or ‘dead white man’s clothes’. 

Important African conservation areas 

are being used as fashion graveyards. 

Locals are having their fishing nets, 

waterways and beaches clogged with 

synthetic fast fashion. Your last season 

Zara turtle-neck actually wrapped 

around a real turtle’s neck.

According to the UN Environment 

Programme, fast fashion (using energy-

intensive processes like dyeing and 

spinning) is responsible for about 10% 

of global emissions which is more than 

all international flights and maritime 

shipping combined.

But we keep overlooking the 

impacts. We aren’t evil. We forget. 

And our governments don’t hold 

manufacturers to account. The horror 

is hidden, and when that little present 

from the supply chain gods turns 

up at our front door, it’s impossible 

to see the link between our swanky 

new pants suit and a warming 

planet. We feel distanced from the 

impacts, and the direct-to-consumer 

model pioneered by Shein and other 

e-commerce heavy hitters removes 

us from bearing witness to the 

climate impact.

We are told that these new, 

direct supply models are more 

environmentally friendly because 

it cuts out the middle – but we are 

talking about a 24-hours-a-day, 365-

days -a-week, supply on demand. 

They create garments ready to be sold 

in less than ten days. These items are 

worn on average seven times and then 

discarded. Garments might be cheap 

to purchase, but they literally cost the 

earth – causing untold environmental 

and human harm.

As consumers, we are coerced. 

It’s a constant stream of ads that 

our social media algorithms select 

from our browsing history. Ads that 

just continue to pop up because you 

once looked at something, and now 

you have been profiled and those 

supply chains, well they are targeting 

you. They show you pretty pictures 

of dresses and shirts and shorts and 

swimmers. Hell, it’s 10pm, you’re on 

your bed but you’re at the shops.

I resent the constant bombardment. 

But sometimes, when I’m in a social 

media stupor, feeling a bit sad and 

vulnerable, I’ll click on a link, and I’ve 

fallen into the Buy Now basket. Most 

of us do.
The fast fashion industry is also the 

second biggest consumer of water. 

Washing those clothes sluices 500,000 

tonnes of microfibres into the ocean 

each year. According to earth.org that’s 

the equivalent of 50 billion plastic 

bottles. I can’t even conceive of what 

that looks like.

Apparently we only wear 10% of 

our wardrobe anyway. It’s the ‘I have 

nothing to wear’ paradox. We have too 

much to wear. So maybe it’s time to 

stop. Or at least have a fast fashion fast. 

Buy secondhand. Buy slow. Buy nothing.

The Echo’s coverage of political 

issues will remain as comprehensive 

and fair as it has ever been, outside this 

opinion column which, as always, con-

tains Mandy’s personal opinions only.

Soapbox www.echo.net.au/soap-box

Locals are having their fishing nets, 
waterways and beaches clogged 
with synthetic fast fashion. Your last 
season Zara turtle-neck actually 
wrapped around a real turtle’s neck.

MANDY NOLAN’S
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DIY punk energy is coming to 

Lismore with a loud and heavy 

show – headlined by Lismore’s 

hometown heroes Masochist. 

The punk quintet will be 

supported by Problem Green, 

L.A.R.M, and The Fem Grems.

Friday from 7pm at the Hotel 
Metropole, Lismore. Tickets 
$15 or $20 on the door.

It has been a smash hit, and this 

weekend will see the last 

performances of the Spaghetti 
Circus Performance Troupe in 

Spaghetti Western at the Bruns 

Picture House.

Friday at 6.30pm Auslan 
show, Saturday at 2pm and 
6.30pm, and Sunday at 2pm.

Tickets $20+bf from 
brunswickpicturehouse.com.

Thirty students, ranging from 

years 7 to 11, have joined forces 

to create Firebringer, a highly 

entertaining, hilarious musical 

theatre production filled with 

acting, singing, and dancing, 

bound together with a brilliant 

score, brought to life by Byron 

Bay High School’s very talented, 

student-led band.

Friday from 6.30pm, Saturday 
from 1pm at Byron Bay High 
School. Tickets $15 (children 
13 years and under), adults 
$25 from trybooking.com/
events/landing/1435703.

Northern Rivers rock outfit, 

Funny Goats are setting their 

sights on Byron Bay – and 

they’re not coming quietly. 

The Funny Goats have carved 

out a loyal following across 

the region and now, with 

Byron local Jon J Bradley
stepping in as front man, the 

band is delivering a revitalised 

setlist packed with pub rock 

favourites certain to get the 

punters moving.

Saturday from 8pm at The 
Rails, Byron Bay. Free show.

Miss Eileen and King Lear are 

a brother/sister duo hailing 

from the Northern Rivers. 

What started off as a small 

side project for the pair has 

steadily gained momentum to 

become a solid outfit mixing 

folk with pop, and laden with 

strong harmonies.

Saturday from 7.30pm at 
The Citadel, Murwillumbah. 
Tickets $30+bf, U18s $15+bf 
from thecitadel.com.au.

This week the Ballina Blues 
Club features the Dillion 
James Band – with roots firmly 

embedded in New-Orleans 

flavoured funk and blues, 

Dillion James has re-

birthed the Hammond organ 

and boogie-woogie piano, 

enveloping the classic tone 

associated with an earlier era. 

He is also well known for his 

growling bluesy lyrics.

Sunday from 2.30pm 
at the Ballina RSL 
Boardwalk. Free show.

The 2025 Russell Hobbs 
British Film Festival, 
presented by Palace, lands in 

Byron Bay this week with a 

spectacular lineup of exquisite 

dramas, fascinating 

documentaries, much-loved 

retrospectives, comedies and 

more at Palace Byron Bay and 

Ballina Fair Cinemas.

Festival open on 
Wednesday and wraps up 
on Sunday. Tickets $29 from 
palacecinemas.com.au/
festivals.
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35–43 JONSON ST
BYRON BAY 
6685 6454

THENORTHERN.COM.AU 
  @thenorthernbyronbay

Front Bar: Ino Pio 5pm + Renee Simone 9:30pm
Duelling Piano Bar 9pm

BACKROOM: CHEEKY LEASH  FREE ENTRY
THUR
6 NOV

Front Bar: JB Blues Breakers 7pm + DJ Solomon Dass 10pm 
Duelling Piano Bar 8pm

BACKROOM: BREDDA BROTHERS  FREE ENTRY
FRI

7 NOV

Front Bar: Isaac Frankham 5pm + Vinyl Sundays with Mutcrespo 8pm
$15 MARGIS ALL DAY

Duelling Piano Bar 9pm

BACKPACKER MONDAYS
Front Bar: The Drop In 6pm + Jerome Williams 8pm 

Duelling Piano Bar 9pm

Front Bar: Marshall Okell 6pm
Musical Bingo 7:30pm 

Duelling Piano Bar 9pm

Front Bar: Jordan Mac 6pm 
Trivia 6:30pm 

Duelling Piano Bar 9pm

SUN
9 NOV

MON
10 NOV

TUES
11 NOV

WED
12 NOV

Front Bar: Erin Shay Band 7pm + DJ Jamie Lowe 10pm 
Duelling Piano Bar 8pm

BACKROOM: THE BUTLERS  FREE ENTRY
SAT
8 NOV

 THURS

SUNDAY: MARGIS!

FRI: BREDDA BROTHERS

SAT: THE BUTLERS

Eclectic Selection
What’s on this week

seven days of entertainment
Seven

Coming across the ditch
New Zealand reggae icons Katchafire are getting on the plane again, 

touring Australia in November, as they prepare to release Revival 2.0
which sees songs from their platinum debut album being remixed, 

remastered, and re-recorded with revered reggae names from around 

the world. 

With special guests, fellow Aotearoan Reiki Ruawai on all shows, and 

Brisbane/Magandjin’s Badassmutha at the Byron show.

Katchafire’s sound is defined by their seamless fusion of vibrant 

reggae rhythms with Māori influences, a unique combination 

resonating with listeners across the globe, making their music both 

deeply soulful and widely accessible.

For almost 25 years Katchafire have consistently produced songs 

that celebrate the importance of whānau (family), unity, and a strong 

sense of cultural pride. Their enduring commitment to these values 

is evident in every heartfelt melody they write and every dynamic 

live performance they deliver, ensuring that their music continues to 

inspire and uplift audiences everywhere.

Special guest Reiki Ruawai (also lead singer of band Mayasa) has 

already released a handful of singles showcasing his soulful vocals 

and pop-leaning production. Known for his charismatic presence and 

genre-defying sound and drawing from his diverse musical influences 

and experiences, Reiki Ruawai’s music transcends boundaries, offering 

listeners an unforgettable sonic journey.

A Githabul, Migunberri-Yugumbeh, Gamilaroi woman based between 

Tulmur and Magandjin, Badassmutha is a multidisciplinary artist 

weaving stories through lyrical wit-poetry and catchy melodies, with 

an eclectic sound inspired by reggae, alt-pop, soul and funk.

Catch some fire at the Beach Hotel on Thursday, November 20. 
Tickets from moshtix.com.au.
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It’s not often we host a world premiere in Bruns, but the 

brand new Spaghetti Circus production, Spaghetti 
Western, lassoed its way onto the stage last week. 

With many sessions already sold out, it’s an exciting, 

unmissable, homegrown, rollicking all-ages, wild ride 

for the whole family. Best availability at the Friday and 

Saturday 6.30pm shows. Ends Sunday.

It’s mind-boggling the number of fierce and fabulous 

ladies hitting the stage this month: the hugely popular 

burlesque spectacular Wild Women: With Pleasure and 

its coterie of tantalising ladies is back for three big shows, 

Thursday, November 13; Thursday, November 20; and 
Friday, November 21.

The delectable Loveys bid us farewell with their final two 

shows on Saturday, November 22.

Some of the best in the biz, including the Shire’s own 

Emily Lubitz and Abbie Cardwell, pay homage to 

some of the best in the biz in 

Women of Country on Sunday, 
November 16, and the venerated 

Liz Stringer brings her poignant 

show to Bruns on Friday, 
November 28, and the Shire’s 

newest vocal ensemble, Show 
Choir, celebrates the cinematic 

grandeur of Musical Movie Hits
on Saturday, November 15.

Easily one of the most popular 

films screened at the ‘House, 

is The Road To Patagonia – it’s 

back for one more encore screening 

on Thursday.

There are only a handful of tickets left 

for Amazing, Alex Lloyd’s

eagerly awaited show Thursday, November 
27 and for a good laugh, the warm and 

affable Tom Cashman, star of Taskmaster, 

hits the Bruns stage for the first time on 

Friday, November 14.

Finally… the most anticipated season in 

the calendar, the Cheeky Christmas is 

back with 13 big shows. There’s a group 

6+ discount, so bring as many as you’d 

like to close out the year with a festive 

bang! Wednesday, December 3 to

Saturday, December 20.

Tickets for all shows at 
brunswickpicturehouse.com.
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Another packed picture house program

Seven seven days of entertainment

TOM CASHMAN

DIS-CO BALL
Saturday 22 Nov

4pm-7pm

&
Event

rday 22 NN
4pm-7pm

Mullumbimby
Civic Hall
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Bookings:
www.sprung.org.au
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Musical Movie magic in Bruns
Get ready for a fun night of song and 

spectacle as Show Choir returns to the 

stage with Musical Movie Hits at the iconic 

Brunswick Picture House.

Founded and directed by Rachel Sinclair
in early 2025, Show Choir was born 

from a simple idea: to create a space 

where people could sing contemporary 

songs with energy and passion, with the 

accessibility and community spirit of a 

local choir.

After a sell-out debut in Newrybar and a 

joyful appearance at the Tickled Pink High 

Tea for Jodie’s Inspiration in Alstonville, 

this Brunswick show marks their biggest 

performance yet.

The repertoire celebrates the magic of 

movie musicals, including numbers from 

Barbie, Wicked, La La Land, The Greatest 
Showman, Rent, Dear Evan Hansen, and 

even a solo from Little Women.

Adding to the magic is Margaret Curtis
on keys – a highly regarded performer 

and accompanist on both harp and 

piano, Margaret has played with various 

orchestras including Lismore Symphony 

and Gold Coast Chamber, and is currently 

musical director for the Bangalow Theatre 

Company.

Joining the stage are special guests 

Headliners Chorus from Ballina – an all-

women’s a cappella group known for their 

vibrant four-part harmony and genre-

spanning repertoire, from jazz and swing 

to pop and show tunes. Their passion for 

performance and community spirit adds 

an extra layer of sparkle to this evening of 

song.

Make a night of it – arrive early and enjoy 

the Brunswick Picture House’s delicious 

food and drink offerings. The kiosk opens 

an hour before show time. Pair your meal 

with a drink in the beautiful courtyard 

garden.

Saturday, November 15 at 
7pm.Tickets: available now at 
brunswickpicturehouse.com.

seven days of entertainment

Conscious Light 
Conscious Light – The Divine Life and Revelation of Avatar Adi Da Samraj is an 

award-winning documentary that offers a penetrating glimpse into the remarkable 

life and enlightened teachings of avatar Adi Da Samraj and his work to establish a 

way of ultimate spiritual realisation for everyone.

Conscious Light draws on extensive archival film, photography, and audio 

recordings, as well as interviews with students who lived with Avatar Adi Da and 

continue to practise the way that he revealed.

Avatar Adi Da communicated ‘the bright’ not just through words or philosophy, but 

by his direct spiritual transmission of it.

The great message that Adi Da Samraj brings to all is that the fundamental need 

of every human heart is to exceed the paradox of mortality, of bodily existence in 

a finite world, and to realise infinite love, perfect freedom, and boundless happiness.

He teaches that such realisation is not only our most essential need, it is also our 

certain and inevitable destiny. This is because the true condition of reality itself 

– and therefore of everyone and everything – is not the finite mortal world or 

universe, but indivisible conscious light – which is the limitless manifestation of 

infinite love, perfect freedom, and boundless happiness.

Spiritually realised masters of varying degrees have appeared throughout history 

to teach, bless, and awaken humankind. Though seldom recognised or rightly 

honored in their own time and place, such realisers are the world’s greatest spiritual 

treasures.

Adi Da Samraj has appeared within this ancient and venerable tradition of all 

divinely realised masters, with the same impulse to teach, bless, and awaken 

humankind to the one truth that is reality itself.

Thus, Adi Da revealed and established a new sacred tradition. His numerous books 

of spiritual, philosophical, social, and practical wisdom are widely acknowledged as 

among the most insightful spiritual teachings of this age.

In response to Adi Da’s blessings, Adidam sanctuaries and centres have been 

established globally. Avatar Adi Da does not offer mere techniques for self-

improvement, but a transformative relationship to all who respond to his spiritual 

presence and state of being.

The film will be shown on Tuesday at the Ocean Shores Community Centre at 
7pm. Admission is free – donations are welcome.

SHOW CHOIR
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PALACE BYRON BAY, 108 JONSON ST.

CENTREPIECE

ANEMONE

OPENING NIGHT

THE CHORAL

WIN This MUV e-bike!

Become a BayFM subscriber 

before 26 November and you 

could pedal into summer on 

a supercool MUV Everest 

e-bike! THANKS TO TRUE WHEEL 

CYCLES MULLUM

Snap this code to go to

bayfm.org/subscriber and 

choose your subscription.

Terms and conditions at bayfm.org

• 36V lithium battery

• 250W rear hub motor

• 7-speed Shimano gears

• Front suspension

• Disc brakes

RRP $1500!

They’re way too cheeky
Cheeky charm, wit and sun-soaked attitude, 

that’s Cheeky Leash – four cheeky lads from 

Wollongong. Chris, Brad, Jaydo, and Brody have 

hit the scene running with their infectious and 

energetic melodies, bringing the good times 

wherever they play, no pretence, just pure 

energy and their own flavour of feel-good indie 

rock from the south coast of NSW.

Cheeky Leash are loud, raw, unforgettable, 

and of course, always a little bit cheeky.

Be charmed by the cheeky lads in their 
Burning Up tour – free entry event on 
Thursday from 7pm at The Northern, 
Byron Bay.

A green blob…
A green blob paid for my 

house – The Story of Pipik 
is coming. From film 

festivals, to becoming 

a household name 

in Europe, and 

eventually buying a 

house, the strange, 

hilarious journey 

of Pipik is now 

coming home 

– to Mullumbimby.

Local filmmaker, 

musician, and 

designer Sheldon 
Lieberman brings his 

one-man show The Story of 
Pipik to the Drill Hall Theatre on 

Friday, November 14.

The performance tells the true tale of how a green 

animated blob, created years ago for a song about 

global warming, went on to win international film 

awards before vanishing, only to resurface a decade 

later with an offer too good to refuse.

Through storytelling, original songs, and projected 

animation, Sheldon shares how this improvised character 

went from a side project to an unexpected success 

story – and what it taught him about creativity, luck, and 

letting go.

‘It’s about how the most random, ridiculous ideas can 

lead to something incredible,’ says Sheldon, ‘You never 

really know which project will connect.’

The Story of Pipik is funny, heartfelt and deeply local – a 

celebration of creative chaos and the magic that happens 

when you make something just for fun.

Friday, November 14, at 7pm – the Drill Hall Theatre, 
Mullumbimby. Tickets from events.humanitix.com/
the-story-of-pipik.

seven days of entertainmentSeven
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NORPA’s Prima Facie
This summer, NORPA is taking one of the world’s most- 

talked-about plays on the road across the Northern 

Rivers. The company will launch its brand-new touring 

program, The Village Circuit, with Suzie Miller’s
international sensation Prima Facie.

A gripping, one-woman play, Prima Facie has captivated 

audiences from Sydney to Broadway and now NORPA’s 

new production will play in six towns across the region 

– Byron, Tweed Heads, Murwillumbah, Kyogle, Grafton 

and Lismore.

When Prima Facie premiered at Sydney’s Griffin Theatre in 

2019, it stunned audiences with its raw power, precision 

and heart. This extraordinary play has travelled the world, 

earning Olivier and Tony Awards along the way.

Featuring acclaimed actor Matilda Ridgway and 

directed by Heather Fairbairn, Prima Facie tells the story 

of a brilliant defence lawyer, whose belief in the law 

shatters when she experiences firsthand how deeply 

the justice system fails victims of sexual assault. It’s an 

unflinching piece of theatre that balances legal intellect 

with deep emotional truth.

For NORPA, Prima Facie also marks the beginning of 

something new. The Village Circuit is the company’s fresh 

approach to regional touring. NORPA Artistic Director, 

Julian Louis, says, ‘The Village Circuit is NORPA’s new 

way of sharing theatre more widely. It’s a summer tour 

that links our towns and centres through powerful, 

professional live performances. It is about bringing 

exceptional theatre to the heart of the Northern Rivers, 

giving everyone the chance to experience world-class 

storytelling close to home.’

Prima Facie will open in Byron Bay at the Byron 
Theatre on February 12, running until February 14; 

before moving on to the Tweed Heads Civic Centre, 

Tweed Heads, on February 19; Murwillumbah at the 

Murwillumbah Civic Centre, on February 20; Kyogle 
Memorial Hall, Kyogle on February 21; Saraton 
Theatre, Grafton on February 25; and coming to a close 

in Lismore at the Star Court Theatre, with a run from 

February 27 and 28.

For more information and tickets for all show visit 
www.norpa.org.au.
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CINEMA
GIG GUIDE

It’s FREE to list your gigs in the gig guide.
e: gigs@echo.net.au 
w: echo.net.au/gig-guide.
DEADLINE 5PM ON FRIDAYS

WEDNESDAY 5
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
HAYLEY GRACE DUO
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
THE RISING NORTH TOUR 
FEAT. SHELLY BROWN, PAM 
HATA & THE FLORIN ARC
BYRON THEATRE 1PM NT LIVE: 
MRS. WARREN’S PROFESSION, 
6.15PM SCREENING: LOVE 
LETTER TO THE UNSEEN – 
SAVE THE SKATE
THE NORTHERN, BYRON 
BAY, 6PM JORDAN MAC, 
9PM DUELLING PIANOS – 
MITCHELL DORMER & JOHN 
HILL
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 10.30PM SPAGHETTI 
WESTERN
THE PADDOCK PROJECT, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM CURRY 
JAM
ELTHAM HOTEL 6.30PM NOT 
QUITE FOLK JAM

THURSDAY 6
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
ALLY PALMER DUO
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
LUKE HAYWARD BAND
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM INO PIO + DJ RENEE 
SIMONE, 7PM CHEEKY LEASH 
+ NAZARE, LUNE TO THE 
MOON, MERMAID WATERS, 
8PM DUELLING PIANOS – SAM 
WHEAT, BODHI ACTON & MICK 
BUCKLEY
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM 
GINGER LANE
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM SCREENING: THE 
ROAD TO PATAGONIA
SAINT MARIES, BRUNSWICK 
HEADS, 6PM MONDO HUM
LENNOX HOTEL 8PM 
THURSDAY JAM NIGHT
KELP, BALLINA, 6PM LILY GRACE 
GRANT
LISMORE CITY BOWLO 7PM THE 
SUPPER CLUB SOUL BAND
THE CITADEL, MURWILLUMBAH, 
6PM SINGER SONGWRITERS
COOLANGATTA HOTEL 8.30PM 
LIPLINE + WIZZ

FRIDAY 7
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
JASON DELPHIN BAND
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
8PM HARVEY SUTHERLAND + 
SHLUFFY & VINNIE LADUCE

BYRON THEATRE 7PM DAVE 
GRANEY & THE CORAL 
SNAKES
ELEMENTS OF BYRON 5PM 
ANDREW MORRIS
BYRON BAY HIGH SCHOOL 
6.30PM FIREBRINGER
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
7PM JB’S BLUES BREAKERS + 
DJ SOLOMAN, 8PM DUELLING 
PIANOS – MICK BUCKLEY & 
SHANE PARRY + SAM WHEAT 
& ADAM HOURIGAN
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM THE 
VANNS
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 6.30PM SPAGHETTI 
WESTERN
OCEAN SHORES TAVERN 7.30PM 
SH*TS & GIGGLES COMEDY 
NIGHT FT. GREG SULLIVAN & 
ELLEN BRIGGS
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
8PM KRAPPYOKEE WITH JESS
CLUB LENNOX 7PM ISAAC 
FRANKHAM
LENNOX HOTEL 9PM PUSH
CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 7PM THE COASTERS
METROPOLE, LISMORE, 6.30PM 
MASOCHIST, PROBLEM 
GREEN, L.A.R.M & THE FEM 
GREMS
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 8PM KAZ
MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6.30PM PHIL GUEST
THE CITADEL, MURWILLUMBAH, 
7PM CHRIS COSTELLO & HIS
HEDONISTIC ORCHESTRA

RIVERVIEW HOTEL, 
MURWILLUMBAH, 7PM 
X-PORT

KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 5PM 
COASTAL ROAD
SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 6PM 
JEROME WILLIAMS
CLUB TWEED 7.30PM LIVING IN 
THE 70S
TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
THE SHOWROOM 8PM THE 
ANIMALS
COOLANGATTA HOTEL 7PM JK-
47, SCOPES, THE WAYWARD 
SUNS & DOGTAGS

SATURDAY 8
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
THE FUNNY GOATS BAND
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
3PM JOSH LEE HAMILTON + 
BENSON
BYRON THEATRE 6.30PM STARS 
OF BYRON BAY – DANCE FOR 
CANCER

BYRON BAY HIGH SCHOOL 1PM 
FIREBRINGER
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 1.30PM 
DJ ALICE Q, 4PM DJ SHANE 
COLLINS
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
7PM ERIN SHAY BAND + DJ 
JAMIE LOWE, 7.30PM THE 
BUTLERS + THE SLIMS, 8PM 
DUELLING PIANOS – SAME 
WHEAT & MICK BUCKLEY + 
JOHN HILL & JAKE BRISTOW
HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4.30PM 
LIONHEART REBELLION
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 2PM & 6.30PM 
SPAGHETTI WESTERN
BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 7PM 
JAMES STREET PREACHERS
CLUB LENNOX 7PM 
SUPERCHEEZE
LENNOX HOTEL 8PM DJ 
REIFLEX & DJ ABEL EL TORO
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 6PM 
DAN HANNAFORD
CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 8PM WEAR THE FOX 
HAT
ELTHAM HOTEL 4PM SYLVIE
LISMORE WORKERS CLUB 6PM
WOMEN UP NORTH 2025 
SPRING GALA
THE LEVEE, LISMORE, 8PM JOE 
CONROY
THE CITADEL, MURWILLUMBAH, 
7.30PM MISS EILEEN & KING 
LEAR
KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 5PM 
BRETT HEALY
SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 6PM OOZ
KINGSCLIFF BEACH HOTEL 7PM 
RAW ORDIO
TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
THE SHOWROOM 7.30PM FROM 
A DIAMOND TO A KING
CLUB TWEED 7.30PM THAT 
RETRO BAND

SUNDAY 9
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
OLE FALCOR
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
4.30PM TYNE-JAMES ORGAN 
+JET CITY SPORTS CLUB + 
JACOB FITZGERALD & THE 
ELECTRIC CITY
BYRON THEATRE 6PM BRIGHT 
LIGHTS AWARDS 2025
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
5PM ISAAC FRANKHAM 
+ VINYL SUNDAY FT 
MUTCRESPO, 9PM DUELLING 
PIANOS – SHANE PARRY & 
JAKE BRISTOW

HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4PM THE 
VERSACE BOYS
BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 2PM SPAGHETTI 
WESTERN
BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 1PM 
GRAVITY’S GUMBO
TINTENBAR HALL 4PM 
TAPESTRY ROAD + TONY 
KOELLNER + VERANDAH 
FRIDAYS + MARTY BREEN
LENNOX HOTEL 4PM HARRY 
NICHOLS
BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 
2.30PM BALLINA BLUES CLUB 
FEAT DILLION JAMES BAND, 
LEVEL ONE 2.30PM BOBBY 
BRUCE – NEARLY NEIL SHOW
SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA, 
3PM KEVIN BORICH
ELTHAM HOTEL 4PM CHRIS 
ARONSTEN
CLUB TWEED 1PM RHYDIAN 
LEWIS + ANGUS HOLMES

MONDAY 10
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
CHRIS ARONSTEN
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
ADAM HARPAZ
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM THE DROP IN FT NAZARE 
+ JEROME WILLIAMS, 9PM 
DUELLING PIANOS – SHANE 
PARRY & JAKE BRISTOW + 
MICTHELL DORMER & BODHI 
ACTON

TUESDAY 11
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
TIM STOKES
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
KATIE WHITE
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM MARSHALL OKELL, 
9PM DUELLING PIANOS – 
MITCHELL DORMER & DIZZY J
TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
THE SHOWROOM 11AM WE 
HONESTLY LOVE YOU

WEDNESDAY 12
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 
GUY KACHEL
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
ALLY PALMER
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM DAN HANNAFORD, 
9PM DUELLING PIANOS – 
MITCHELL DORMER & DIZZY J
THE PADDOCK PROJECT, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM CURRY 
JAM
ELTHAM HOTEL 6.30PM IRISH 
FOLK JAM

FOR ALL BYRON BAY FF SESSIONS, PLEASE VISIT BBFF.COM.AU 6686 9600 BALLINA FAIR • 6680 8555 BYRON BAYSCAN TO BOOK ONLINE

SPECIAL SCREENINGS
COOL HAND LUKE (M)
CULT VAULT
Mon: 6:00PM

ANEMONE (M)
BRITISH FF CENTREPIECE
Sun: 3:30PM

FAMILY FILMS
A PAW PATROL 
CHRISTMAS (G)

Sat, Sun: 11:30AM

KANGAROO (PG)

Sat, Sun: 1:00PM

THE BAD GUYS 2 (PG)

Daily except Sat, Sun: 
11:10AM. Sat, Sun: 10:50AM

ALL FILMS
AFTER THE HUNT (MA15+)

Daily except Wed: 10:45AM. 
Wed: 10:30AM

BUGONIA (MA15+)

Daily: 10:45AM, 2:10PM, 
8:15PM

CHAINSAW MAN –
THE MOVIE: REZE ARC 
(SUBBED) (MA15+)

Thurs, Sat, Sun, Mon: 
3:20PM, 8:40PM. Fri: 
3:20PM, 8:20PM. Tues: 
3:20PM, 8:30PM. Wed: 
3:20PM, 6:20PM

DIE, MY LOVE (CTC) NFT

Daily except Fri, Wed: 
1:10PM, 5:50PM, 8:15PM. 
Fri, Wed: 1:10PM, 5:50PM, 
8:30PM

FRANKENSTEIN (MA15+)

Daily except Mon: 10:45AM, 
3:20PM, 8:00PM. Mon: 
10:45AM, 3:00PM, 8:00PM

GOOD FORTUNE (M)

Daily except Sun, Mon: 
1:00PM, 8:30PM. Sun: 
1:00PM, 6:30PM, 8:30PM. 
Mon: 12:50PM, 8:40PM

JOURNEY HOME,
DAVID GULPILIL (M)

Daily except Sat, Sun: 
11:00AM, 1:20PM. Sat, Sun: 
11:00AM

KISS OF THE SPIDER 
WOMAN (M) NFT

Daily: 12:20PM, 3:00PM, 
5:45PM

ONE BATTLE
AFTER ANOTHER (M)

Daily except Mon: 11:00AM, 
3:10PM, 7:00PM. Mon: 
11:00AM, 3:15PM, 7:00PM

PREDATOR: BADLANDS
(M) NFT
Thurs, Sun, Tues: 1:40PM, 
4:40PM, 6:00PM, 8:40PM. 
Fri: 1:40PM, 4:40PM, 
6:15PM, 8:30PM. Sat, Mon: 
1:40PM, 4:40PM, 6:00PM, 
8:30PM. Wed: 1:40PM, 
4:40PM, 6:30PM, 8:40PM

PRIME MINISTER (M) NFT

Daily except Mon: 10:50AM, 
3:40PM, 6:20PM. Mon: 
10:45AM, 3:40PM, 5:50PM

REGRETTING YOU (M)

Thurs, Sat, Sun, Tues: 
1:30PM, 4:00PM, 8:00PM. 
Fri, Mon: 1:30PM, 3:50PM, 
8:00PM. Wed: 1:20PM, 
3:50PM, 8:00PM

SIGNORINELLA:
LITTLE MISS (PG)

Thurs, Mon: 11:15AM, 
4:00PM. Fri, Tues, Wed: 
11:15AM, 4:00PM, 6:00PM. 
Sat, Sun: 4:00PM, 6:00PM

SPRINGSTEEN: DELIVER 
ME FROM NOWHERE (M)

Daily: 1:00PM, 3:30PM, 
5:30PM, 8:30PM

TRAIN DREAMS (M) NFT

Daily except Mon: 1:10PM, 
6:20PM. Mon: 1:10PM, 
6:30PM

PALACE BYRON BAY 

A PAW PATROL CHRISTMAS (G)

Thurs, Fri, Mon, Tues: 10:30AM. Sat, Sun: 10:15AM

BLACK PHONE 2 (MA15+)

Daily: 2:45PM

DIE, MY LOVE (CTC) NFT

Thurs, Fri, Mon, Tues: 12:00PM, 7:30PM. Sat, Sun: 
11:45AM, 7:30PM. Wed: 2:45PM, 7:30PM

PREDATOR: BADLANDS (M) NFT

Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun: 12:30PM, 5:10PM, 7:30PM. 
Mon, Tues: 3:10PM, 5:10PM, 7:30PM. Wed: 
12:15PM, 5:10PM, 7:30PM

REGRETTING YOU (M)

Thurs, Fri, Wed: 2:30PM, 5:00PM, 7:20PM. Sat, 
Sun: 5:00PM, 7:20PM. Mon, Tues: 2:30PM, 
5:00PM, 7:30PM

SIGNORINELLA:
LITTLE MISS (PG)

Daily except Sat, Sun: 10:15AM. Sat, Sun: 10:00AM

SPRINGSTEEN: DELIVER ME FROM NOWHERE (M)

Thurs, Fri: 2:40PM. Sat, Sun: 2:20PM. Mon, Tues, 
Wed: 12:15PM

THE AFRICAN QUEEN (PG) 
MATINEE MEMORIES
Wed: 10:00AM

THE TRAVELLERS (M) 

Thurs, Fri, Wed: 10:20AM, 5:15PM. Sat, Sun: 
10:00AM, 5:15PM. Mon, Tues: 10:20AM, 5:30PM

BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS

SESSION TIMES
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 6

TO WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 12

COMING SOON

NOW SHOWING

It will appear in the paper, the online gig guide and on Bay FM

email gigs@echo.net.au with the details

to post your gig in 
the Echo Gig Guide

He said, she said, he 
denies, she doesn’t 
back down…
In September 2019, Alma Imhoff, a philosophy professor 

at Yale University, and her therapist husband, Frederik, 

host a dinner party. In attendance are Hank Gibson, 

Alma’s colleague and best friend, and Maggie Resnick, 

her top PhD student.

Alma and Hank are both up for tenure. Frederik privately 

opines to Alma that Hank and Maggie are unremarkable, 

and that she is drawn to them only because they greatly 

admire her. Hank walks Maggie home.

The next day, Maggie is absent from Alma’s class. Alma 

finds Maggie outside her home later that night and 

Maggie confides in Alma that Hank invited himself in for 

a nightcap and then sexually assaulted her.

From filmmaker Luca Guadagnino (Call Me By Your 
Name, Challengers), After The Hunt is a gripping 

psychological drama that probes the complex 

power dynamics, trust and consent, and far-reaching 

consequences of silence within the charged world of 

academia.

Julia Roberts stars as a respected college professor 

whose world is turned upside down when her brilliant 

and outspoken student (Ayo Edebiri) accuses one of 

her closest colleagues (Andrew Garfield) of serious 

misconduct. As the academic community reels from 

the revelation, the professor is forced to navigate 

a treacherous landscape of loyalty, morality, and 

professional ethics.

Meanwhile, the turmoil awakens a dark secret from her 

own past – one she has long buried – that threatens to 

unravel not only her career but her very sense of self.

Tense and emotionally charged, After The Hunt explores 

the ripple effects of accusation and denial within a 

microcosm of power and privilege, posing difficult 

questions about complicity and courage. This layered 

drama, rich in nuance and moral ambiguity, has begun 

its highly anticipated release.

Screening this week at Palace Cinemas Byron Bay and 
Ballina.

seven days of entertainment
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 PUBLIC NOTICES

WHERE TO GET THE ECHO 
If you live in Newrybar, Lennox Head or 
Ballina, but outside our current home 

delivery area, you can pick up an Echo 
from many locations, including:

Newrybar Providore Newrybar; Richies 
IGA Ballina, Ballina RSL, One Stop 
Shop Ballina, Ballina Golf Club East 

Ballina, Brighton St Takeaway near the 
Shawsy, Seagrass Lennox, Lennox pub 

drive-through, Station St Grocer Lennox

AGMs
THE BYRON ENVIRONMENT CENTRE is 

holding its AGM and general meeting on 
Friday 14 November at 12.30pm in 

Byron Bay at the RSL Club on Jonson 
St. For more info please email Renee 

renee8@aapt.net.au. All members are 
invited to attend.

HEALTH

KINESIOLOGY
Clear subconscious sabotages.
Reprogram patterns and beliefs.

Restore vibrancy and 
physical health. De-stress.

0403125506
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

HYPNOSIS & EFT
Simple and effective solutions.

Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma.
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

HYPNOSIS & NLP
Over 30 years of experience

WendyPurdey.com. Ph 0497 090 233

FULL BODY MASSAGE
A divine experience. Nurturing, healing, 

regen. 28 yrs exp. Lucy 0427917960

TRADEWORK

TREE SERVICES
LEAF IT TO US - Tree Care Specialists
Local, qualified, insured, free quotes. 

Big to small we enjoy it all - 0402487213

GARDEN MAINT.
MOWING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
Mullum, Myocum, Bruns, Byron.

Local, honest, reliable. Mat  
0408546037

WANTED
FRAMER to frame 20 mandalas. Simple 
wooden square frames. Rina  66872902

TREE FERNS
Any shape, size. Royalties paid. 

Ongoing supply needed. 0414904396

LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop 
crap! Matt 0401955052

GARAGE SALES

DECEASED ESTATE
NORTH OCEAN SHORES

Kallaroo Cct
Household items, small appliances, 

kitchenware, glassware, tools. 
Also ex-shop stock of dance shoes 

and Earth Bottles
Saturday: not before 8am!

MOTOR VEHICLES

TEARDROP TRAILER 9mths rego $5500

HYUNDAI i30 2011 Diesel, turbo, manual 
8 mths rego, mech excellent $4500

RHINO POD 410 litre with racks $1200

SPECIAL OFFER $10,000 THE LOT
Phone 0472 757 424

WANTED: small car 1.2-1.6litre, max. price 
$8000, registered, <120,000kms. Email 
Theo: 4engeltenaer@tpg.com.au

CARAVANS
CARAVANS 

We buy, sell & consign. 
All makes & models.

0408 758 688

BUSINESS FOR SALE
CONFIDENTIAL 

Businesses for sale. Contact David Lean
for more information: 0401 661 183

BUSINESS CLOSURE. 
Farm setup for sale and land for rent. 

We are closing our business and 
offering a complete farm setup, on a 
peaceful 2-acre farming plot (land for 
rent) at just $220pw. Setup for sale: 

$15,000 which includes: medium-sized 
coolroom (built in 2019 with new 

cooling unit); 200 established fruiting 
lime trees; farming tools; small 

greenhouse structure. Located near 
Brunswick-Mullumbimby. This is a great 
opportunity for someone looking to step 

into small-scale farming with an 
already-established setup on 

affordable leased land. 
For more info call 0411087737

TO LET

LOCAL REMOVAL
& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly, 

with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

BALLINA SELF-STORAGE UNITS
Secure. From $22p/w. Ranging from 

10–44 m3. Across 3 locations. 66867011

TO LEASE
CREATIVE SPACE, STUDIO / OFFICE / 
CLINIC. CBD Mullum $310pw. Private 

toilet and sink. Text 0403663284. 
NOT FOR RESIDENTIAL TENANCY.

OFFICE/WORKSPACE 42sqm $350pw 
Billinudgel. Ph Lifestyle Group 66851206

POSITIONS VACANT
LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Work 
available in busy adult parlour. Travellers 
welcome. 66816038 for details.

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED
Flexible work hours – perfect 2nd income
Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

WORK WANTED
WORDPRESS WEBSITE CREATION
Fair rates info@wordpressit.com.au

1 or 2 MEN + UTE
Furniture and rubbish removals

Over 15 years exp. Jarrod 0415 139 308

BIRTHDAYS

PETS
PET SITTER AVAILABLE 

Kind, confident animal-carer available 
for your four-legged fur baby. 

References available.
Call Pawla on 0415340744
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COMMUNITY 
HOT BRUNCH

FREE

FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH
• Sausage sizzle • Hot dogs • Sandwiches 

• Coffee & tea • Fruit Salad

EVERYONE WELCOME
Come one come all and join us in a meal or just a chat.

Takeaway most welcome: COVID safe rules apply.

Frozen takeaway meals now available.

10am to 12pm
In the Ballina 
Presbyterian Hall
Corner of Cherry & Crane. Just behind the Presbyterian Church.

Want to volunteer?
Volunteers are the heart 

of our community.
Your time, energy and 

dedication help shape a 
more connected, vibrant 

and caring Byron.
We simply couldn’t do 

it without you!
02 6685 6807

volunteers@byroncentre.com.au

BYS would like to invite 
all members of the Byron 
Shire to attend our Annual 

General Meeting. 

Monday 10th November 
12.30pm • The YAC
1 Gilmore Crescent

Byron Bay 
‘Young People Matter’

Annual General 
Meeting 2025

Body BasedPsychotherapy
Somatic Practice

Julie Wells
Anne Goslett
 (nee Mannix)

Dip.Som.Psych, Clinical PACFA Reg.
Individual and Couple Therapy

Supervision and Coaching
(02) 6685 5185

9 Fletcher St, Byron Bay

Here’s to a good one.
Happy Birthday Hans

Love the Echo Crew.

Visit friendsofthepound.com to 
view other dogs and cats looking for a home.

ABN 83 126 970 338

B
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Bryce is a 1.5 year old Cattle X. 
Bryce has a loving nature and always 

aims to please, making him the perfect 
companion for an active family. 

# 991003002702806
Location: Murwillumbah

For more information 
contact Yvette on 0421 831 128.

Please complete our online adoption 
expression of interest.

https://friendsofthepound.com/
adoption-expression-of-interest/

Meet ‘Nimby’ who was found 
wandering Nimbin, looking a little 

worse for wear poor soul! He has since 
visited the vet and is in good care with 

us. He is a sweet, soft natured and 
cruisy lad, just wanting to share some 
love. He will no doubt make a lovely, 

peaceful and affectionate companion. 
Looking for a loving forever home!

3 yo. Microchip no. 9910039028276652
See more on our FB page!

To make an appointment 
0403 533 589 • Billinudgel

petsforlifeanimalshelter.net

Ni
m
by
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m
by

BE
LL
A

BE
LL
A

T:  6681 1860   E:  shelter@nras.org.au
W:  www.nras.org.au 

Bright and bubbly, two-and-a-half-year-old 
cattle dog cross, Bella brings joy wherever 

she goes. With impeccable recall and a loyal, 
attentive nature, Bella is easy company for 
anyone looking for a willing K9 companion.
Growing in confidence every day with new 

people, Bella is still adjusting to new dogs and 
currently shows some reactivity toward them 

so is best suited to an only dog household.
Deserving of lots of love and a life of fun and 

adventure, Bella is a beauty worth meeting. 
Madatory rehoming #R251 00 00 60

Mindfulness @ Work

Bring greater focus, 
clarity and calm into your 

workplace.

Certified Mindfulness 
Educator Paul Bibby

0401 926 090

Tip Runs &
Rubbish 
Removal

0408 210 772

Byron Bay & Surrounding AreasByron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 31406681 3140
Mobile 0417 698 227Mobile 0417 698 227

• Arborist • 15” Wood • Arborist • 15” Wood 
Chipper • Stump Grinder  Chipper • Stump Grinder 

• Fully Insured• Fully Insured

Mullumbimby & District
Neighbourhood Centre
Connecting the Byron Shire Community

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED

- Kitchen Hands -
- Retail Assistants -

- Drivers and Co-driver - 
- Community Support 

Assistants -
MDNC is in need of dedicated 
volunteers to be part of a big 

loving family. 
All skill sets welcome.

Contact Sylvia - 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Mon-Fri

6684 1286

0427 347 380
Fully insured • Free quotes

20 years local experience
• 19 inch chipper • Stump grinding 

• Cherry picker • Crane truck • Bob Cat 

ECHO CLASSIFIEDS – 6684 1777
CLASSIFIEDS 
THAT WORK 
ALL WEEK!
Echo Classies also 

appear online:
www.echo.net.au/

classifi ed-ads

CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS
PHONE ADS
Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777
AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE
Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo offi  ce:

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby
EMAIL ADS
Display (box ads) and line classifi eds, email: 

classifi eds@echo.net.au 
Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to 
Friday, 9am–5pm. Ads can’t be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

DEADLINE TUES 12PM
Publication day is Wednesday, booking 

deadlines are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT
LINE ADS:
$17.00 for the fi rst two lines 
$5.00 for each extra line 
$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

DISPLAY ADS (with a border): 
$14 per column centimetre
These prices include GST.

Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.

DISCLAIMER
Advertisements placed in The Byron 

Shire Echo do not reflect the views or 
opinions of the editorial staff.

The Byron Shire Echo does not make any 
representations as to the accuracy or 

suitability of any content or information 
contained in advertising material nor 

does publication constitute in any way an 
endorsement by The Byron Shire Echo of 
the content or representations contained 

therein. The Byron Shire Echo does 
not accept any liability for the 

representations or promises made in paid 
advertisements or for any loss or damage 

arising from reliance on such content, 
representations or promises.
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TUITION

ONLY ADULTS
BALLINA EXCLUSIVE

34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late.
In & Out Calls. 66816038. Ladies wanted

Find us on Facebook and Twitter! 

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP
Large variety of toys and lingerie

6/6 Tasman Way, A&I Est, Byron Bay 
66856330

SOCIAL ESCORTS
LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available 
for your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself. 
In-house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

contact@thinkblinkdesign.com
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Adobe 
Tutoring

Experienced 
Professional Trainer 

• Photoshop 
• Indesign  
• Illustrator

Couples 3 Way Play
Safe Consensual Erotica

Venus Knox 
ivso.me/venus-knox

0480 779 325

The Echo’s Market Guide
Find it online: www.echo.net.au/market-guide

MONTHLY MARKETS:
1st SAT: Brunswick Heads Markets – 8am–2pm

1st SUN: Byron Community Market – 8am–3pm

Pottsville Beach Markets – 7am–1pm

2nd SUN: The Channon Craft Market – 9am–3pm

Chillingham Markets – 8am–1pm

Coolangatta Arts & Craft Markets – 8am–2pm

Tabulam Community Market – 9am–1pm

3rd SAT: Mullumbimby Community Market – 8am–2pm

Murwillumbah Makers & Finders Market – 9am–2pm

Salt Beach Markets, South Kingscliff/Casuarina – 8am–1pm

3rd SUN: Federal Village Market – 8am–2pm

Uki Buttery Bazaar Market – 8am–2pm

Pottsville Beach Markets – 7am–1pm

Lismore City Bowlo Markets – 9am–1pm

4th SAT: Kyogle Bazaar – 9am–2pm

Last SAT: Evans Head Rotary Market – 8am–1pm

4th SUN: Bangalow Market – 8am–2.30pm

Nimbin Markets – 9am–3pm

Murwillumbah Showground Market – 8am–1pm

4th SUN (in a 5-Sunday month): Coolangatta Arts & Crafts – 8am–2pm

5th SUN: Nimbin Markets – 8.30am–3pm

Quarterly: Byron Beachside Market – four Saturdays in Jan, Easter, July and Sept

FARMERS/WEEKLY MARKETS:
Each TUE: New Brighton Farmers Market – 8am–11am

Lismore Organic Market – 7.30am–10.30am

Each WED: Murwillumbah Farmers Market – 7am–11am

Nimbin Farmers Market – 3pm–6pm

Newrybar Hall Twilight Market – 3pm–7.30pm

Each THU: Byron Bay Farmers Market – 7am–11am

Lismore Produce Market – 3pm–6pm

Each FRI: Mullumbimby Farmers Market – 7am–11am

Evans Head Farmers Market – 2.30pm–6.30pm

Each SAT: Bangalow Farmers Market – 7am–11am

Duranbah Road Farmers Market (Tropical Fruit World) 8am–11am

Uki Farmers Market – 8am–1pm

Lismore Farmers Market – 7.30am–11.30am

Byron Twilight Market (October to April) 4pm–9pm

Each SUN: Ballina Farmers & Producers Market – 7am–11am

The Echo updates this guide regularly, however sometimes 

markets change their routine without letting us know. 

Please get in touch if you want to advise us of a change.

Classifieds / Community at Work

DATE
(Nov)

DAY, 
MOON 
PHASE

SUN 
RISE /

SET

MOON 
RISE /

SET

HIGH 
TIDES, 

height (m)

LOW 
TIDES, 

height (m)

5 W
5:50

19:08
18:54
5:04

0848 1.76; 
2055 1.41

0208 0.04;
1456 0.20

6 TH
5:49

19:09
20:09
5:47

0935 1.85; 
2143 1.31

0246 0.03;
1552 0.19

7 F
5:48

19:10
21:23
6:37

1024 1.89; 
2231 1.20

0328 0.05;
1650 0.21

8 SA
5:48

19:11
22:33
7:36

1115 1.87; 
2324 1.10

0411 0.11;
1750 0.25

9 SU
5:47

19:11
23:35
8:41

1207 1.81
0458 0.21; 
1853 0.31

10 M
5:47

19:12 9:50
0022 1.01; 
1304 1.71

0551 0.31; 
1958 0.36

11 TU
5:46

19:13
0:25

10:58
0131 0.96; 
1404 1.61

0655 0.42; 
2102 0.39

12 W
5:45

19:14
1:08

12:02
0252 0.97; 
1507 1.51

0811 0.50; 
2203 0.40

13 TH
5:45

19:15
1:44

13:03
0408 1.04; 
1609 1.44

0931 0.54; 
2257 0.38

14 F
5:44

19:15
2:15

14:00
0514 1.14; 
1706 1.38

1045 0.54; 
2341 0.35

15 SA
5:44

19:16
2:43

14:54
0606 1.26; 
1756 1.34

1148 0.53

16 SU
5:43

19:17
3:10

15:48
0651 1.36; 
1840 1.30

0018 0.31; 
1244 0.50

17 M
5:43

19:18
3:37

16:41
0730 1.46; 
1919 1.27

0050 0.27; 
1332 0.46

18 TU
5:43

19:19
4:05

17:35
0806 1.54; 
1956 1.23

0120 0.24; 
1416 0.43

19 W
5:42

19:19
4:36

18:31
0841 1.60; 
2032 1.20

0149 0.22; 
1459 0.40

20 TH
5:42

19:20
5:10

19:27
0915 1.64; 
2108 1.16

0217 0.22; 
1539 0.38

21 F
5:41

19:21
5:49

20:23
0949 1.66; 
2144 1.12

0246 0.23; 
1617 0.38

22 SA
5:41

19:22
6:34

21:18
1025 1.66; 
2220 1.08

0318 0.25; 
1657 0.39

23 SU
5:41

19:23
7:24

22:09
1102 1.63; 
2259 1.04

0351 0.29; 
1738 0.41

24 M
5:41

19:23
8:18

22:56
1141 1.60; 
2341 1.01

0427 0.33; 
1821 0.43

25 TU
5:40

19:24
9:16

23:37
1223 1.56

0507 0.39; 
1908 0.45

26 W
5:40

19:25
10:15 0030 0.99; 

1308 1.52
0555 0.44; 
1959 0.46

27 TH
5:40

19:26
11:15
0:14

0130 0.99; 
1358 1.48

0652 0.50; 
2053 0.44

28 F
5:40

19:27
12:14
0:48

0241 1.02; 
1453 1.45

0801 0.54; 
2146 0.39

29 SA
5:40

19:28
13:14
1:20

0353 1.11; 
1552 1.43

0918 0.56; 
2236 0.33

30 SU
5:40

19:28
14:15
1:50

0458 1.24; 
1651 1.40

1034 0.53; 
2323 0.25

W

SUN, MOON & TIDES 
– TIMES FOR THE 

REST OF NOVEMBER

Data sourced from Bureau of 
Meteorology. Times adjusted for 
Daylight Savings when applicable.

RSL meeting Nov 11
General meeting for the Brunswick 

Heads and Billinudgel RSL sub-branch 

will be held 11 November at  Brunswick 

Heads. It will be followed by the 

Remembrance Day service at the 

cenotaph from 11am.

Remembrance Day, 
Mullumbimby 
The Mullumbimby RSL sub-branch 

would like to advise that a Remem-

brance Day Service will be held at the 

Mullumbimby Cenotaph commencing  

at 10.50am on 11 November. For 

further inquires please contact the 

Mullumbimby RSL sub-branch at 

MullumbimbySB@rslnsw.org.au.

Remembrance Day, 
Byron Bay
Byron Bay RSL sub-branch will hold a 

Remembrance Day ceremony at the 

Cenotaph on Tuesday 11 November. 

Assemble by 10.45am. There will be 

a lunch for RSL members following 

at Services Club. Enquiries Jim 

0412 679 870.

Pop up Picnic for Peace
Remembrance and Armistice Day,

on Tuesday, 11 November from 4pm 

at Lismore Quad (or a venue of your 

choice). This is an open invitation, 

to all people of good will. Let’s come 

together, somewhere nice, to create 

a picnic honouring all those, past, 

present and emerging, who have, do 

and will dedicate their lives to love, 

peace and understanding. I want to 

make a picnic that is an excellent kids 

party. Zoe Humphreys 0434 476 309.

Suffolk Prog Assc AGM
Suffolk Park Progress Association is 

holding its AGM on Wednesday, 19 

November at 6pm at the Suffolk Park 

Community Hall. Hope to see you there 

for a friendly community meeting. 

Together She Thrives
Together She Thrives is a local NFP 

in the Byron Shire helping women 

and teen girls connect, grow and 

thrive. A free guided bushwalk in the 

Byron Shire will be held Sunday, 9 

November from 9am to 12pm. Also 

our free five-week teen girls program 

will run every Saturday in November 

from 10am till 12pm, with the aim to 

build confidence, creativity, wellbeing 

and connection while engaging, in 

hands-on activities and supportive 

community experiences. For more info 

email togethershethrives@outlook.

com or call 0427 026 935.

Shedding AGM Nov 24
The Shedding Community Workshop 

Inc AGM will be held Monday 24 

November. Join our AGM and potluck 

dinner from 5.30 till 8.30pm at 18 

Prince Street in Mullumbimby. Bring a 

dish and join our celebrations! RSVP to 

0458 134 551 or email hello@shedding.

com.au.

Beach clean up Nov 7
A community beach clean up day is 

planned Sunday, 7 November, 

starting at the Pass and finishing 

at Main Beach. The event will bring 

together local businesses and 

community members to care for our 

coastline and raise awareness about 

sustainability. Call 0492 895 604 for 

more info.

U3A event Nov 11
U3A is a group for retired folk offering 

lifelong learning and activities.

On 11 November, the forum talker is 

Mel Williams on Mullum and District 

Neighbourhood Centre. Interest groups 

are garden group, foodies, movie/

lunch, men’s shed, French revisited, 

Scottish folk dance, mahjong, walkers 

and talkers, shabashi, table tennis, 

chess, debating group and ukelele. For 

more info email info@bru3a.org or call 

Denise 0423 778 573.

Landcare working bee
Organic Landcare Inc’s next working 

bee will be Saturday 6 December, from 

8am until 12.30 pm, at Saltwater Creek. 

Meet at Mullumbimby Community 

Garden car park. Tasks will be to 

follow up Green Cestrum saplings, 

Tradescantia fluminensis ground 

cover and removed ringbark Camphor 

suckers. Please wear a long sleeved 

shirt and pants for sun protection and 

avoid scratches. A hat, gloves and 

bring water and some morning tea, 

for a 10.30am break. A first aid kit, 

tree poppers, loppers and weeding 

tools will be provided. If you have 

bush regeneration tools, please bring 

them. This will be the last working 

bee for 2025 so will celebrate with a 

watermelon feast.

Prostate Cancer Support 
The next meeting of the Northern Rivers 

Day Prostate Cancer Support Group 

will be held Wednesday November 

12 from 10am until 12 noon at the 

Alstonville Plateau Sports Club. Men 

previously and newly diagnosed with 

prostate cancer are urged to join with 

the group to experience the personal 

cancer stories told which give a great 

opportunity for all to share, learn and 

benefit from each other. Partners and 

carers are also most welcome to attend, 

as family are very much involved with 

the process and treatment of those with 

this diagnosis. For enquiries, phone 

Bob Corney 0493 075 612.

Kyogle Hospital turns 100
Kyogle Hospital will mark its 100th 

anniversary with a community open 

day on Saturday, 15 November 

from 9am to 1pm, with official 

proceedings to take place at 10am. 

Now known as Kyogle Multi-Purpose 

Service (MPS), the hospital will mark 

its centenary with a community 

open day, highlighting the various 

services offered today, as well as the 

fascinating history of the healthcare 

service over the past century.

No Probus meeting
Brunswick Valley Probus Club . There 

will be no meeting in November, as 

it is Melbourne Cup Day. Our next 

meeting is on 2 December.

AIR Nov 14
Please note that the usual meeting of 

Australian Independent Retirees

will not be held on the first Friday of 

November, but has been

transferred to the second Friday 

because of other groups meeting on

7 November.  We will meet as usual at 

the Ballina RSL Club, 1 Grant street,

Ballina on Friday, 14 November, 2025, 

with friendship commencing at

9.30am for a 10am meeting. The guest 

speaker will be Geoff Hutchinson, 

who will be giving us a step back in 

time to the mid 1800s. Enquiries to the 

President, Mrs Jill Huxley ph 6686 8958.

Please note: This section is 

intended for the benefit of non-profit 

community groups.

Tech-savy seniors

Free, fun tech lessons are on at Byron 
Bay Library. Join our friendly training 
sessions where library staff help you to 
get online and build your digital skills. 
The 40-minute Friday sessions offer a 
broad range of topics to choose from 
that will help you gain confidence and 
stay connected. Bookings essential 
at: www.rtrl.nsw.gov.au or phone the 
Byron Bay branch 6685 8540. 

Bruns backgammon
The Bruns Backgammon Club meets on 

the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month 

at the CWA Hall in Brunswick Heads, 

from 5.30pm till 7pm. It’s a relaxed, 

social evening open to all skill levels – 

newcomers are always welcome!

Sing and play along

Free weekly sing along sessions 
for over 70s in Mullumbimby, on 
Wednesdays from 10.30 to 11.30am. 
Feel free to bring your ukulele and/or 
guitar and enjoy singing the songs of 
your youth. Limited spaces. Contact 
Magenta on 0447 844 215. 

Free baby clothes 

Free baby clothes are available each 
Friday morning (during school terms) 
from 10-12am at Mullumbimby CWA 
Hall, corner of Tincogan and Gordon 
sts.  And if you like hanging out with 
mums and bubs and have a penchant 
for folding tiny clothes, we’re always 
keen for more volunteers to join 
our happy team! More info: www.
pbbmedia.org/outreachhub. Contact: 
hello@pbbmedia.org.

Mullumbimby District 
Neighbourhood Centre
Mullumbimby & District 

Neighbourhood Centre is open 

Monday–Friday 9am–4pm (closed 

12.30–1.30pm for lunch). We offer 

a variety of services. Everyone is 

welcome. Call reception on 6684 1286. 

Some of our services include:

Flood recovery support service: 

personalised, long-term support 

for those impacted by the floods. 

Community support: food parcels, 

meals, showers, assistance with 

electricity bills. Work Development 

Orders.

Listening Space: free counselling.

More Than A Meal: free community 

lunch Tuesday–Thursday 12.30–1.30pm.

Financial counselling 

Staying Home, Leaving Violence 

program: Information, referral, and 

advocacy.

Gulganii affordable pantry shop: 

located at 3 Bridgeland Lane.

Orange Sky: free laundry service Mon 

morning & Wed afternoon.

To enquire about accessing any of 

these services call reception 6684 1286, 

check our website www.mdnc.org.au, 

or follow us on Facebook or Instagram. 

@mullumbimbyneighbourhoodcentre.

Byron Community
The Byron Community Centre provides 

community services and programs 

including meals, advocacy and 

counselling for locals in need. Fletcher 

Street Cottage: A welcoming, safe and 

respectful space where people who are 

experiencing or at risk of homelessness 

can come to enjoy practical relief 

opportunities, find connections and 

access broader support. Fletcher 

Street Cottage services are open 

Tuesday–Friday; breakfast 7am–9am; 

showers and laundry 7am–12pm; office 

support 9am–12pm. Individual support 

appointments with community 

workers and specialist services 

available please book on (02) 6685 

7830. Fletcher Street Cottage, 18 

Fletcher St, Byron Bay. More info: www.

fletcherstreetcottage.com.au. Byron 

Seniors Club: www.byronseniors.com.

au. More info on Community Services: 

www.byroncentre.com.au Phone: (02) 

6685 6807.

Low-cost or free food
Food Box Thursdays 9.30–11.30am 

at Uniting Church, Mullumbimby. You 

may purchase cheap food, obtain 

free veges, and enjoy a cuppa. The 

Hub Baptist Church in Ocean Shores 

has food relief available for anyone 

doing it tough, please contact us on 

0434 677747 if you find yourself doing 

it tough. No ID or Concession Card 

required. NILs referral service also 

available. Check Facebook page The 

Hub Baptist Ocean Shores for details. 

Liberation Larder Takeaway lunches 

and groceries Monday and Thursday 

12 till 1pm. Fletcher Street end of the 

Byron Community Centre.

Respite Service
Byron Shire Respite Service delivers 

high-quality respite care to a broad 

range of clients throughout the Byron, 

Ballina and Lismore shires. Donations 

welcome: Ph 6685 1921, email 

fundraiser@byronrespite.com.au, 

website: www.byronrespite.com.au.

Bruns U3A
U3A is a group for retired folk offering 

lifelong learning and activities.

On 11 November, the forum talker is 

Mel Williams on Mullum and District 

Neighbourhood Centre.Interest groups 

are garden group, foodies, movie/

lunch, men’s shed, French revisited, 

Scottish folk dance, mahjong, walkers 

and talkers, shabashi, table tennis, 

chess, debating group and ukelele. For 

more info email info@bru3a.org or call 

Denise 0423 778 573.

Alateen meeting
Alateen meeting every Thursday at 

5–6pm. Do you have a parent, close 

friend or relative with a drinking 

problem? Alateen can help. For 

8–16-year-olds meet St Cuthbert’s 

Anglican Church Hall, 13 Powell Street, 

corner of Florence Street Tweed 

Heads. Al-Anon family groups for older 

members at the same time and place. 

1300 ALANON 1300 252 666 www.

al-anon.org.au.

Drug support groups
Call Alcoholics Anonymous 1800 423 

431 or 0401 945 671 – 30 meetings a 

week in the Shire – www.aa.org.au. 

Are you experiencing difficulties and 

challenges because of the alcohol or 

drug use of someone close to you? 

Learn coping skills and gain support 

from others. Narcotics Anonymous

is a fellowship of men and women 

for whom drugs had become a major 

problem. We are recovering addicts 

who meet regularly to help each 

other stay clean. For information and 

meetings call 1300 652 820 or text your 

postcode to 0488 811 247. www.na.org.

au. Are you concerned about somebody 

else’s drinking? Al-Anon Family Groups

meetings held Fridays at 2pm by Zoom. 

1300 252666 www.al-anon.org.au. 

Support after suicide
StandBy provides support to people 

who have lost someone to suicide. 

They provide free face-to-face and 

telephone support and are accessible 

24/7. Follow-up contact is available for 

up to one year. Find out more at: www.

standbysupport.com.au or call 13 11 14. 

If you, or someone you are with, are in 

need of immediate support please call 

an ambulance or police on 000.

Volunteer call out
Support for New Mums Inc. a 

Northern NSW community program 

are recruiting volunteers in the Byron 

Shire. We offer a free of charge, home 

visiting program for mothers with 

babies. For more information email 

Deb: newmums8@gmail.com.

Rainbow Dragons
Rainbow Dragons Abreast (RDA) 

welcomes breast cancer survivors for a 

paddle at Lake Ainsworth, Lennox Head 

(and sometimes at Ballina) on Sundays 

7.30am for 8am start. Contact Marian 

6688 4058, mazzerati2010@gmail.com.

Older adult exercise
Chair-based older adults exercise 

classes run by a qualified instructor, 

that feel more like fun than exercise, 

are held every Thursday at 10.15am in 
the Brunswick Memorial Hall. Cost $10. 

All welcome. Just show up or if you 

have any questions please contact Di 

on 0427 026 935.

On The Horizon
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Email copy marked ‘On The Horizon’ to editor@echo.net.au. 

Regular As Clockwork
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Please note that, owing to space restrictions, not all entries may be 

included each week. Email copy marked ‘Regular As Clockwork’ to 

editor@echo.net.au.
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ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS 

Byron Bookkeeping
Are your books a mess? We can help

BAS - Payroll - Super - AR/AP ...
Xero / QB / MYOB - Setup & Training

Professional | Reliable | Local

0415 639 548
BOOKKEEPER Reg BAS provider, payroll, A/P, A/R. Xero & MYOB. Local, reliable. ........0410 206627

BLOOMING BOOKKEEPING and BAS Agent.................................................. Ph Leah 0434 121077

ACUPUNCTURE 

ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis.............................................0490 022183

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

Mullumbimby 
Refrigeration & 
Airconditioning 
Services

– Sales – Installation – Repairs 
– All Commercial Refrigeration 
– Residential & Commercial

Airconditioning 
– Coolroom Design & Construction 
– Freezer Rooms

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby  
Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492 6684 2783

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 23 yrs exp. Lic. 178464C AU30147 ............................0422 291433

ARTISAN AIR Airconditioning and refrigeration. .............................................................. 66809394

ARCHITECTS

OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au.........................................0412 251392

AUTOMOTIVE

6684 5296

WE PAY FOR
UNWANTED CARS

Free metal drop off
Locally owned 6684ally owned

$50–$1500

CAR BODY REMOVAL
ABSOLUTELY FREE

AL
CASH ON THE SPOT GUARANTEE

$50 – $1000
WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES & VANS

PHONE 0466 113 333 24/7
EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au

BARBER SHOPS 

PENSIONERS/KIDS FROM $25 – ADULTS FROM $30: 6 Brunswick Tce Mullum.....0421 679015

BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION

666800 8862
FREEE MEASUREE QUOTEE 

     
    

  

CURTAINS 

SUNSCREENS 

AWNINGS  
ROLL BLINDS 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

LOCAL    

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay 

6680 8862
FREE MEASURE QUOTE 

     
    

  

B L I N D S    S H U T T E R S    A W N I N G S    C U R T A I N S

BRICKLAYING

BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors. Lic 291958C. Phone Mark ........................................0409 444268 

BUILDING TRADES

• DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable 

market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

Structural – Landscaping
Fencing – Composite Decking
Hardwood – Pine – Hardware

B&B Timbers
66867911

110 Teven Road, Ballina
New logo - Same quality & service

sales@bbtimbers.com.au            www.bbtimbers.com.au

BUILDER – JOHN MCGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C .......... 0415 793242

HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C...............................................0432 565060

FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C ......................... 66808162 

CARPENTER / JOINER 30 years experience. Prompt efficient service. Fully insured. Other licensed trades 

avail, incl plastering/painting etc. 24/7 Emergency 4WD call-out avail. Lic 43794CC.......0423 500693

BUILDER Extensions, maintenance, new homes, insurance, landscaping Lic19953Q....... 0403 458177

SEA LION BUILDERS: All Building Works / Maintenance Lic #243734C ....................Ph 0407 351720 

VIDLER BUILT decks, extensions, bathrooms, kitchens, timber fencing Lic 304237c.......0413 502281

BUSH REGENERATION

CARPENTRY & JOINERY

LOCAL CARPENTER small, medium or large jobs. Lic 207899c...............................Ph 0431 048856

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Reliable. 20 years exp. .............................0437 202050

BENNETT CARPENTRY Construction & maintenance. bennettcarpentry.com.au .......0448 031221

KEEG’S CARPENTER HANDYMAN local to Ballina – keen to build, fix and create! ......0431 216097

BYRON BAY CARPENTRY & CONSTR. Decks, kitchen, bath, laundry. Lic 337421c.......0432 549082

ECHO SERVICE DIRECTORY 
RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE 
Deadline: For additions and changes is 12pm Friday
Line ads: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid

Display ads: $70 per week for colour display ad. 
Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid. 

Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high. 
New ads will be placed at end of section.

Contact:  6684 1777  or  adcopy@echo.net.au

www.echo.net.au/service-directory
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CHIMNEY SWEEPING

BLACKS CHIMNEY SWEEPING & REPAIRS AHHA member, insured. 3rd generation ..... 66771905

CLEANING

Services List
(Low Pressure Softwashing)
Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings,
Solar panels, Retaining walls
Driveways, Paths, Pavers, 
Fences, Decks, Patios, 
Pool areas.

Locally owned and Operated
Residential and Commercial

No job too big or small
Obligation free quote

Fully insured

0426 119 550      info@nraquapressurecleaning.com.au      ABN: 47576013867

AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING

Byron Bay 5 Stars
CLEANING SERVICE

CLEANS: Holiday, Residential, Bond, Commercial, Spring.

Phone Mick 0409 009 024
Email: mickbhl@gmail.com

    ROOFS
     SOLAR PANELS
    GUTTERS
    HOUSE WASH
    DRIVEWAYS & PATHS
Andy 0406 641 919
Fully insured | Servicing the Northern Rivers & Gold Coast

BETTY’S CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES.............................................. Text 0476 984649 

COMPUTER SERVICES

One-on-one, patient, experienced 

Phone or email: 0420 235 624 
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

FLASH COMPUTERS Mac & PC. Affordable & helpful. 77 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby..02 66844124

CONCRETING & PAVING

SALISBURY 
CONCRETING  

Li
c.

13
67

17
c

Over 30 yrs’ local experience.
All forms of concreting. 
Residential • Civil • Industrial 

DARYL 0418 234 302

SHAKA CONCRETING Driveways, sheds, slabs, p/ways, patios. Insured & Lic#391742C....0402 728207

MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com ......................................0402 613638

DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY DECK RestoratioN

fullcirclefinishing.com

easily sand over nail/screw heads!

BYRON BAY FLOOR SANDING by Chris Wallace. Quality assured. Best prices...............0408 536565

DECK REFINISHING EVANS HEAD Customer satisfaction guaranteed .........................0413 786879 

DESIGN & DRAFTING

MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com ......................................0402 613638

DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

East Coast Asphalt
ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT 

& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859
SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF 

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

MC2 RURAL Earthmoving, mulching, camphor/weeds, property maintenance ........... 0427 900701

EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

TINY EARTHWOR
Philip Toovey 

0409 799 909
various implements available for limited access projects

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS
• DRAINAGE DESIGN • DRIVEWAYS • PADS • WATERWAYS

• ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344 939      www.360earth.com.au
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NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr. 0402 716857

ELECTRICIANS

0439 624 945  AH 02 6680 4173
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

ALL JOBS: SMALL 
OR LARGE

Lic: 154293c

LEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIANLEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIAN
DOMESTIC •• COMMERCIAL •• INDUSTRIAL

SERVICING: •• Tweed •• Byron •• Lismore •• Kyogle

•• Mains installs / alterations •• Switchboard upgrades

•• Meter queries •• Tree maintenance near services

Matthew Rutland  matt.positivelectrical@gmail.com

0439 733 703
NSW Lic# 312117  ASP Lic# 5547 AUTHORISATION# 503808
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JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data, TV, TV Antennas. Lic 133082C ....0432 289705

BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small...0422 136408

JIM LABELLE ELECTRICAL O.Shores, Mullum, Byron, Bruns. Lic 176417C.......................0415 126028 

ATLEE ELECTRICAL Lennox/Ballina/Byron. All jobs Lic125138C....................................... 0499 456558

FENCING

BYRON & BEYOND FENCING. Any fence, any time, prompt quotes ..... 0439 162 069 or 66802393

EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. ..................................................0432 107262

FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable.......0416 424256

TOM’S FARM MAINTENANCE Fencing, orchards, cattle work. Experienced & reliable. 0412 860132

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING

THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Our Services
 Acreage mowing
 Property maintenance
 Fencing
 Re-guttering and downpipes
 Metal roof replacement
 Roof leak detection and repairs

Kirk Andris
0411 113 205
kirk@mullum.services

Servicing the Mullumbimby & Byron Bay Area

0430 297 101     livingearthgardens.com.au

All aspects of gardening
and mowing

Enhancive garden 
makeovers

Est. 2010

MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter................0423 756394

GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured .66841778 or 0405 922839

A-Z Garden maintenance, acreage, gutters, rubbish removal, tip runs, top jobs ..................0405 625697

LEAF IT TO US Tree care specialists & acreage mowing..................................................0402 487213

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m3 trailer..............................................................0408 210772

RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging.........0424 805660

GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael .........................0497 842442

BLADE RUNNER ACREAGE MOWING Local, reliable ....................................................0428 856687 

BRUSH–CUTTING Whipersnip, clearing saw, light chain saw................................Rob 0455 587425

NORTHERN RIVERS SLASHING & LANDCARE......................................... Call Keni on 0417 509299

GW MOWING Ride-on /acreage. Tip runs ..............................................Call George on 0408 244820

RESIDENTIAL hedging, pruning, lawns, edges, landscape design. 20 years experience 0413 459545 
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GAS FITTERS, SUPPLIERS & SERVICING

Free Delivery
No Rental
Reliable

www.brunswickvalleygas.com  •  0408 760 609

Locally Owned
No Rental Fees

Servicing your area
Free Call: 1300  727 013

Email: swapabottle@bigpond.com
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GUTTERING

Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.
www.spotlessgutters.com.au

0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 94 239 089 086

 Gutter guard
 Gutter cleaning
 Locally owned
 Fully insured
 Free quotes

HANDYPERSONS

HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, welding ......................................... 66884324 or 0476 600956

AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne...............................0423 218417

ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark..........0402 281638

A HANDY GUY All trades & small construction. Bruns, Ocean, SGB & Mullum...............0411 858201

PFM HANDYWORKS Repairs, pressure cleaning, maintenance ......................Call Aari 0484 729139

HOME MAINTENANCE Carpentry, painting, repairs, gardens, jet washing. Insured .....0434 705506

HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling ........ Michael 0421 896796

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Friendly, reliable. 20 years exp..................0437 202050

AW WOODWORK  Furniture, kitchens, carpentry, handyman services. Call Adam ........0455 813965

HANDYMAN 40 years experience in the building game. Call Paul.................................0422 017072

HEALTH

ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne ........................................... 66857366

MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations.............. 66843002

AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen – Om Healing..............................0422 387370

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE Relax. Revive. Restore. 60,75,90 minutes....................Mark 0448 441194

HIRE

MULLUM HIRE Marquees & all event equipment. Tools & machinery. Pool supplies & service 66843003

HYPNOTHERAPY

MOONLIGHT HYPNOTHERAPY QHHT, RTT for clarity, healing, insight, purpose. Teresa 0422 179941 

LANDSCAPING 

Swim Ponds, Landscaping,
Water Features, Earth Moving

0448 401 638

Landscaping, Vegetation Control & Earthworks
• General Landscaping • Vegetation Control

• Excavations & Civil Residential
Call Paul 0403 316 711  gracewoodlandscapes.com.au  Lic 474317C

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic 277154C ..............................................0423 700853

LOCKSMITH

Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair .......0412 764148

PEST CONTROL

Book our Termite Inspection & Pest Control package this winter and 
receive 10% off. Protect your home and save money with this limited-

time offer! Contact us today to schedule your appointment.

Phone 02 6685 4490 • Email: service@sanctuarypest.com.au

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL................................................................................ 66842018 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Tree Faerie Fotos
Professional • Commercial • Personal

www.treefaeriefotos.com • 0417 427 518

30+ years experience in commercial 
photography and photojournalism

PHYSIOTHERAPY

OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics, 

shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman ..................................................... 66803499

EWINGSDALE PHYSIO Matrix Therapy, all ages, massage, home visit. Renata.............0437 647137

PELVIC FLOOR PHYSIOTHERAPY Bangalow Mon & Wed. Lisa Fitzpatrick ...................0422 993141

PICTURE FRAMING

MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in Ocean Shores ..................................0403 734791

PLASTERING

PLASTERER, TRADE QUALIFIED repairs, renovations, cornices, quality assured. Kurt 0431 015414

CAPE BYRON PLASTERING. Gyprock/Venetian. 27 yrs exp, free quotes, lic + insured.0402 538155

PLUMBERS

Taking on work NOW!
0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com

Ben The Plumber
    Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores,

  Brunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds
30 years’ experience  Lic: 321191C

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t and 3m tipper truck

 Blocked drain specialist

12 month guarantee 
on most jobs

Fully insured

Drain clearing, inspections and repairs.
Reliable family owned and operated 

local business with 30 years plumbing 
experience and the latest technology. 

Phone James  0429 888 683 Lic 378040C

Pro Plumbing ServiceScotty’s
Reliable and experienced

Working in Byron Shire for over 20 years
Phone Scotty anytime 0419 443 196

scottypro27@gmail.com  –  NSW Licence Number L13549

pppp d
tile and metal

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C ....0419 019035

BRAD EVELEIGH PLUMBING based in Ocean Shores, no job too small. Lic 257153C........0438 140075

DAVE SPARKES Plumber Byron based, call out $110 incl. first hour. Lic209669C.............0418 167074

REMOVALISTS

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO
From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth

Just give us a ring
• Freight services to Brisbane weekly

• Carriers of fine art • Furniture removal
• E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646
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• Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne • Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne 
• North Qld • Country • Interstate • North Qld • Country • Interstate • • LOCALLOCAL

02 6684 2198  queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au

www.dansremovals.com
0435 565 964

Call Dan for a quote

BENNY CAN MOVE IT! .................................................................................................0402 199999

RYAN’S MINI MOVES ...................................................................................................0406 657 755

RENDERING

RENDERING / SOLID PLASTERING 25 years experience. Free quotes. ........... Ph John 0406 673176 

ROOFING

FRC ROOF PAINTING – Local, 10 years in biz, 150 x 5-star reviews. Free quotes ..........0419 789600

Metal Roofing & Guttering Experts
Serving from Ballina to Gold Coast.

- A Lifetime Warranty on Workmanship
- Double Satisfaction Checks
- Spotless Work Sites, Every Time

admin@oceanbluepr.com.au
0429 909 433
www.oceanbluepr.com.au

ering Experts
ast.

ship

License # QBCC: 15327621  NSW: 381929C
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RUBBISH REMOVAL

OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip specialists ......................................... 0412 161564 or 66841232

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m3 trailer................................................................0408 210772

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 7m3 trailer. Prompt, reliable service........................0413 289443

BYRON SHIRE Rubbish and furniture removals. ................................................ 0415 139308

SELF STORAGE

BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE............................................................................................... 66858349 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Say Goodbye to Septic Woes
Born & Bred Locals
Qualified Plumbers
Fully Insured
FREE septic evaluation

    with EVERY pump-out

Contact Daniel and the Team 24/7 for ALL your Septic 
System needs 02 6672 1644 or 0418 751 765

 Servicing and repairs 
 New installations
 Pre-purchase inspections
Free quotes and honest 
advice

 Quality products 
Highly experienced local 
plumbers

 Fully insured

Servicing the Byron Shire
 & Surrounds

Phone James  0429 888 683
Lic 378040C

TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C. 0407 439805

APPROVED COMPOST TOILETS, council reports, septics etc. www.poohsolutions.com..........0427 897496

SOLAR INSTALLATION

0428 320 262   sunbeamsolar.com.au
enquiries@sunbeamsolar.com.au   Elec Lic 353963C

Serving Northern NSW since 1998

Your local, qualified team
Specialists in standalone and grid interact system designs

TELEVISION SERVICES

DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas .......... 66843575 or 0414 922786

INSTALL SERVICE: TV, Wi-Fi, AV, special pensioner/concession rate. ........... Damian 0414 741233

TILING

WALL & FLOOR TILER/WATERPROOFER/STONEMASON Lic 24418C. ...........Ph Karl 0439 232434

AJ’s TILING all aspects. Bathrooms, kitchens, walls, floors, waterproofing. Lic 239988C ..0416 345202

TRANSPORT

Airpor t Transfers |  Tours |  Nights Out |  Walks
Events |  Par t ies |  Weddings |  Corporate |  Fest ivals

Call 0490 183 424

BYRON
BUS Co

arrive@byronbuscompany.com.au

Get a Quick Quote Now

Door to Door Charter Services
-

TREE SERVICES

CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES
The Fully Insured Professionals

Mark Linder Qualified Arborist
0408 202 184  

choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

•  Stump Grinding  •  Bobcat  •  Cherrypicker  
• Crane Truck  •  18" Chipper

• 20 years local knowledge and experience • Fully insured / free quotes 
• 19 inch chipper • Bobcat • Cherry picker • Crane truck

www.harttreeservices.com.au

0427 347 380

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING
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0435 019 524

Martino

TREE SERVICES

Byron Bay & Beyond

TREE CARE SPECIALISTSTREE C

leafittous.com.au

kascha@leafittous.com.au

Local . Reliable . Insured 

0402 487 213

17 Years Experience as an Arborist
Experienced crew ready to go.

Free Quotes | Insured | Amenity Tree Pruning
Removals | Chipping | Block Clearing

Council DA Assistance if required

Call Sam 0456 044602

BYRON TREE SERVICES AQF Level 5 consulting arborist, insured...................... Call Alex 0402 364852

LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes .......0402 487213

LOCAL TREE GUYS 15m crane truck. 18 inch chipper. Bobcat.............................. Jason 0488 489159

OUT ON A LIMB TREE SERVICES Lucas Holland qualified arborist .........................Luc 0402 191316

UPHOLSTERY

BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists............................. 66805255

VALUERS

BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers ............ 0431 245460 or 66857010

VETERINARY SURGEONS

MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Wills, Heidi Jenal. After hours avail.............. 66843818

NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer................................................. 66840735

WATER FILTERS

for home, commercial 
and rural properties

6680 8200 or 
0418 108 181

The Water Filter Experts

WELDING

WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless ..0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS

CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David.............................................0421 906460

WINDOW TINTING

SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price.........................0434 875009

ECHO SERVICE DIRECTORY 
RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE 
Deadline: For additions and changes is 12pm Friday
Line ads: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid

Display ads: $70 per week for colour display ad. 
Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid. 

Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high. 
New ads will be placed at end of section.

Contact:  6684 1777  or  adcopy@echo.net.au

www.echo.net.au/service-directory
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Property Insider www.echo.net.au/echo–property

T he Northern Rivers 

property market is 

showing strong signs 

of resurgence, with renewed 

confidence most evident at 

Banyan Hill — Ballina’s pre-

mier land estate by Intrapac 

Property.

Over the past three 

weeks, more than $6.54 

million in land sales have 

been recorded across the 

region, including over $5 

million at Banyan Hill and 

$1.34 million at Aureus, 

Skennars Head. This surge 

in activity signals that 

buyers are back, ready to 

build, and eager to secure 

their place in one of the 

most desirable coastal 

communities in New South 

Wales.

‘After a quieter period, 

we’re seeing energy quickly 

return to the market,’ says 

Maxwell Shifman, CEO of 

Intrapac Property. ‘Stabilis-

ing interest rates, improved 

confidence, and a genuine 

shortage of quality land 

are combining to create 

real momentum across the 

region.’

Adding to the excite-

ment, the recent Banyan 

Block Party held on Sunday, 

26 October was a resound-

ing success. Families from 

across the region came 

together to enjoy an after-

noon of free entertainment, 

delicious food trucks, and 

vibrant community connec-

tion. The event showcased 

the lifestyle and energy 

that make Banyan Hill so 

appealing — reinforcing 

why so many buyers are 

choosing to call it home.

‘The Block Party was 

a fantastic celebration of 

everything Banyan Hill 

represents,’ said Sarah 

Cobb, Sales Manager. ‘It 

was wonderful to see so 

many people enjoying the 

space and imagining their 

future here.’

Why buyers are 
choosing Banyan Hill

Banyan Hill continues 

to attract strong interest 

from both locals and 

buyers from surrounding 

areas. Its unique blend of 

convenience, coastal life-

style, and natural beauty 

makes it a standout choice. 

Located close to schools, 

the airport, and the beach, 

yet surrounded by open 

space and hinterland calm, 

the estate offers a rare 

balance of accessibility and 

serenity.

Set between the beach 

and the hinterland, Banyan 

Hill features elevated 

homesites with sweeping 

views, generous lot sizes, 

and access to future parks, 

walkways, and cycle paths. 

At the heart of the estate 

will be Hilltop Park – a 

vibrant community space 

with playgrounds, gardens, 

and shaded lawns designed 

to bring neighbours 

together. Construction 

of this stage is underway 

and construction will be 

complete in 2026.

New land release 
to meet growing 
demand

With 50% of Release 

One already sold and 

buyer interest continuing 

to build, Intrapac is excited 

to announce a new land 

release at Banyan Hill. This 

next stage will offer more 

elevated homesites with 

premium views and access 

to future amenities, giving 

even more families the 

opportunity to secure their 

place in this thriving coastal 

community.

To help buyers take 

the next step, Intrapac is 

offering the Banyan Build 

Boost – a $10,000 incentive 

designed to support the 

transition from land pur-

chase to home construc-

tion. With house and land 

packages under $1 million, 

eligible buyers are also 

taking advantage of the 

federal government’s 5% 

Deposit Scheme, making 

home ownership more 

accessible than ever.

The Banyan Hill Display 

Village, featuring homes 

from Perry Homes, Coral 

Homes, and G.J. Gardner, 

showcases the latest in 

coastal living design. Pack-

ages start from $914,113, 

offering a range of options 

for families, downsizers, 

and first-home buyers alike.

Now is the perfect time 

to secure your place in 

this vibrant and growing 

community.

For more information, or 

to secure your block, visit 

banyanhill.com.au or call 

Sarah Cobb on 1300 326 197.

Banyan Hill Buzzes with Buyer Demand and Community Spirit

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au 

millerrealestate.com.au

Modernist style on ideal lifestyle acreage

184 BINNA BURRA RD, BINNA BURRA

S O L D       3           2            2 8000m²

Nestled beneath the sweeping canopies of magnificent 120 year-old fig trees, this
private 102 acre coastal retreat captures a rare sense of serenity, seclusion and timeless
beauty. Here, the rhythm of rural life meets refined comfort. A place where gentle sea
breezes drift through century-old branches, and every sunset over the rolling hills feels
like a painting.  Offering both lifestyle and lucrative income, the property features 4,500
established macadamia trees and fertile cattle-grazing paddocks, all set against
picturesque rural and distant ocean views. The beautifully renovated 125 year-old
farmhouse (three bedrooms, two bathrooms plus study) combines country character with
modern amenity, while the fully self-contained Old Dairy Bails studio and separate studio
annex provide versatility for guests, extended family or additional income.

Just minutes from Newrybar, Tintenbar, Lennox Head and Ballina, this is a rare chance to
own one of the Northern Rivers' most idyllic and productive lifestyle properties - where
heritage, income and natural beauty live in perfect harmony.

        JUSTIN SCHMITH           |            0422 051 505           |            justin@schmith.com.au            |            schmith.com.au      
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www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

Owner Committed To Selling 
Don’t Miss Out!! 
Rare 1-Acre Lifestyle Property

ON-SITE AUCTION  | Fri 7th Nov 11am 

OPEN  |  Fri 7th November 10:30 - 11am

• Versatile 4-bedroom family home on a fully usable
1-acre block just minutes from Mullumbimby

• Multiple living zones with front and rear timber
decks for effortless indoor-outdoor living

•

•
and potential for dual occupancy (STCA)

11 WILLOW PLACE, MULLUMBIMBY

4000M2

4 32 2

Sally Green 
0488 030 116

Jasmin McClymont 
0434 029 668

A Hidden Hinterland Haven  
First Time Offered in 27 Years!

ON-SITE AUCTION  |  Thurs 26th Nov 11am

OPEN  |  Thurs 6th November 4:30 - 5pm 
Sat 8th November 9 - 9:30am

•
ocean glimpses

•

•

• Peaceful end-of-cul-de-sac location just minutes
from Mullumbimby town centre

92 ROBINSONS ROAD, WILSONS CREEK

9087M2

4 22 4

Tara Torkkola 
0423 519 698

Suffolk Park Home Designed 
for Relaxed Living

PRICE  |  Contact Agent

OPEN  |  By Appointment

•

• Modern kitchen with butler ’s pantry flowing to outdoor
entertaining deck

•

•
overlooking the pool

18 CORKWOOD CRESCENT, SUFFOLK PARK

600M2

4 22 2

Anna Gilham 
0402 128 355

Su Reynolds 
0428 888 660

Auction Thurs 6th Nov 11am 
Elegant Beach House 
in Iconic Location

ON-SITE AUCTION  |  Thurs 6th Nov 11am

OPEN  |  Thurs 6th Nov 10:30 - 11am

•

•
private landscaped gardens

•

•
as a savvy investment

16 SHORT STREET, BRUNSWICK HEADS

Helen Huntly-Barratt 
0412 332 232

Tara Torkkola 
0423 519 698

433M2

3 11 2
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‘Tree Haven’, Tweed Valley, NSW

• A rare 101.2ha* (250* acre) ecological sanctuary cradled by Wollumbin National Park (Mount Warning) 
• 
• Original 4 bedroom dwelling requiring renovation 
• 
• A protected sanctuary to be truly at one with nature

Auction  
 

9/47–49 Murwillumbah St, 
Murwillumbah

Brad Franks  
0404 051 111

*approx.raywhiteruralmurwillumbah.com.au 

Just You & Australia’s Iconic Wollumbin (Mount Warning)

‘The Land Bank’, Tweed Valley, NSW

• 

• 
• 
• 

Expressions of Interest  

Brad Franks  

Ray White Rural Murwillumbah

raywhiteruralmurwillumbah.com.au 

Rural Paradise with Development Potential

Property North Coast news online
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Property

View 
By appointment at your convenience

gnfrealestate.com.auraywhiteruralbangalow.com.au
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T H R E E  B E D R O O M   A PA R T M E N TS

BY R O N  B AY

N O W S E L L I N G  W I T H  L I M I T E D AVA I L A B I L I T Y

B R A D  R O G A N

C U R AT E D & B U I LT BY L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N  BYSA L E S BY D E S I G N E D BY
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Property Business Directory

Contact the team today on 0412 057 672

SALES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au

millerrealestate.com.au
@timmiller_realestate

Professional and results driven with 
extensive knowledge. Servicing the 
Byron Shire and beyond.

Call Paul for an appointment today.

PAUL PRIOR
SALES

0418 324 297
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

SHARON McINNES
SALES

0408 659 649
sharon@byronbayfn.com

TARA TORKKOLA
SALES

0423 519 698
tara@byronbayfn.com

@taratorkkolafirstnational

@taratorkkola_realestate

www.byronbayfn.com.au

AGENTS

Boutique, family-owned and proudly 
serving Byron Bay & beyond.

Where personalised service isn’t just a 
promise - it’s our way of life.

JANIS PERKINS
02 6680 8588 | 0438 841 122
janis@reodbyron.com.au
Shop 9/15-19 Fletcher St, Byron Bay
www.reodbyron.com.au

Find current homes open for 

inspection at The Echo online: 

www.echo.net.au/ofi

View over 50 homes at www.mrpropertyservices.com.au
Email: enquiries@mrpropertyservices.com.au

Phone: 07 5523 3431   Mobile: Heike Wilson 0403 713 658
Kelvin Price 0423 028 468

Mr Property Services

North Star – Hastings Point

Call us on 0403 713 658  $565,000

Palms Village – Tweed Heads South

Call us on 0403 713 658  $540,000

3 1

Call us on 0403 713 658  $559,000

12 1

Tweed Broadwater - Tweed Heads South

Call us on 0403 713 658  $579,000

2 2

Banksia Waters- Tweed Heads West

2 1 2

11

4 3 4 445m²

Price: $2,450,000
Open House: Thursday 6 November 5.30pm–6.00pm
Open House: Saturday 8 November 11.00am–11.45am
• Beautifully renovated, versatile family home in prime location.
• Prized northerly aspect, landscaped gardens, rare 20m street frontage.

• Perfect for the large family, dual living set up or those wanting income potential.

Contact Agent:
Nathan Donnelly
0421 942 630
nathan@nclp.com.au

14 Short Street, Brunswick Heads

02 6685 1839      nathan@nclp.com.au      www.nclp.com.au

OPEN HOUSE SAT 11AM

Property North Coast news online
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DJ Stringer Property Services

• 501/85 Golden Four Dr, Bilinga. Sat 9–9:30am QLD Time

• 4/74 Pacific Pde, Bilinga. Sat 9–9:30am QLD Time

• 1091/14–22 Stuart St, Tweed Heads. Sat 10–10:30am NSW Time

• 5/311 Golden Four Dr, Bilinga. Sat 10–10:30am QLD Time

• 9/277 Golden Four Dr, Bilinga. Sat 11–11:30am QLD Time

• 244/6–8 Stuart St, Tweed Heads. Sat 10:45–11:15am 

NSW Time

• 1444/6–8 Stuart St, Tweed Heads. Sat 11:15–11:45am 

NSW Time

• 5 & 6/2 Surf St, Tugun. Sat 11:45–12:15pm QLD Time

• 1/39 Wyuna Rd, Tweed Heads West. Sat 12:15–12:45pm 

NSW Time

• 6/3 Carmichael Close, Coolangatta. Sat 12:30–1pm QLD Time

Dodds Real Estate

• 5/6 Bugam Place, Bangalow. Sat 10.00–10.30am

• 365 Boatharbour Rd, Boat Harbour. Sat 11.30–12.00pm

First National

• 18 Wareham Street, Suffolk Park. Wed 12–12.30pm

• 1/68 Centennial Circuit, Byron Bay. Wed 4.30–5pm

• 160 Reardons Lane, Swan Bay. Thurs 10.30–11am

• 16 Short Street, Brunswick Head. Thurs 10.30–11am

• 6 Park Street, New Brighton. Thurs 1–1.30pm

• 41 McGoughans Lane, Mullumbimby. Thurs 2–2.30pm

• 3 / 24 Scott Street, Byron Bay. Thurs 3.30–4pm

• 92 Robinsons Road, Wilsons Creek. Thurs 4.30–5pm

• 3 / 24 Scott Street, Byron Bay. Fri 9–9.30am

• 5/7 Cooper Street, Byron Bay. Fri 10–10.30am

• 11 Willow Place, Mullumbimby. Fri 10.30–11am

• 103 Paterson Street, Byron Bay. Fri 11–11.30am

• 134 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby. Fri 12–12.30pm

• 480 Left Bank Road, Mullumbimby Creek. Fri 3–3.30pm

• 12a Coolamon Avenue, Mullumbimby. Fri 3.45–4.15pm

• 14 Rush Court, Mullumbimby. Fri 5.30–6pm

• 92 Robinsons Road, Wilsons Creek. Sat 9–9.30am

• 5/7 Cooper Street, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am

• 9B Byron Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 9–9.30am

• 1 Possum Wood Place, Mullumbimby. Sat 9–9.30am

• 247 Friday Hut Road, Tintenbar. Sat 9.30–10.30am

• 12 Smith Street, Clunes. Sat 9.30–10am

• 2/122 Lighthouse Road, Byron Bay. Sat 9.30–10am

• 125 Alcorn Street, Suffolk Park. Sat 9.30–10am

• 16 Coral Court, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 4 Seaview Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 47 Bulgoon Crescent, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am

• 14 Rush Court, Mullumbimby. Sat 10–10.30am

• 17/18 Sunrise Boulevard, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am

• 55 Bullgarra Road, Wilsons Creek. Sat 10–10.30am

• 6 Park Street, New Brighton. Sat 10–10.30am

• 21 Excelsior Circuit, Brunswick Heads. Sat 10–10.30am

• 25 Byrne Road, Rosebank. Sat 10.30–11am

• 69 Paterson Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10.30–11am

• 40 Helen Street, South Golden Beach. Sat 11–11.30am

• 93 Paterson Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am

• 12a Coolamon Avenue, Mullumbimby. Sat 11–11.30am

• 18 Wareham Street, Suffolk Park. Sat 11–11.30am

• 16 Ivory Curl Place, Bangalow. Sat 11–11.30am

• 40 Booyun Street, Brunswick Heads. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 38 Avocado Crescent, Ewingsdale. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 17 Blackwood Crescent, Bangalow. Sat 11.30am–12pm

• 480 Left Bank Road, Mullumbimby Creek. Sat 

11.45am–12.15pm

• 56 Ruskin Lane, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 465 Uralba Road, Lynwood. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 9 Natan Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 12–12.30pm

• 134 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 202 Binna Burra Road, Binna Burra. Sat 12.30–1pm

• 5 Deacon Street, Bangalow. Sat 2–2.30pm

• 47 Kingsley Street, Byron Bay. Sat 2–2.30pm

Lifestyle Group Brunswick Heads
• 1/11 Booyun Street, Brunswick Heads. Wed 4.30–5pm

• 361 Huonbrook Road, Huonbrook. Fri 10–11am

• 7/1 Langi Place, Ocean Shores. Sat 9–9.30am

• 47 Elizabeth Avenue, South Golden Beach. Sat 

9.45–10.15am

• 1/11 Booyun Street, Brunswick Heads. Sat 10.40–11.10am

• 5 Bower Street, Brunswick Heads. Sat 11.20–11.50am

• 5/7 Fingal Street, Brunswick Heads. Sat 12.10–12.40pm

• 35 Pimble Valley Road, Crabbes Creek. Sat 1.10–1.40pm

Mana
• 1/44 Helen Street, South Golden Beach. Wed 12–12.30pm 

• 15 Muli Muli Avenue, Ocean Shores. Wed 3.30–4pm 

• 237 Tweed Valley Way, South Murwillumbah. Thurs 

11.30–12pm 

• 86 Tyalgum Ridge Road, Tyalgum. Thurs 3.30–4pm 

• 1/44 Helen Street, South Golden Beach. Sat 9–9.30am

• 15 Kallaroo Circuit, Ocean Shores. Sat 9–9.30am 

• 4 Gara Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am 

• 15 Muli Muli Avenue, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am 

• 15 Nagoon Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am 

• 10 Canowindra Court, South Golden Beach. Sat 

11–11.30am 

• 1/21A Balemo Drive, Ocen Shores. Sat 11–11.30am 

• 6 Orion Street, Lismore. Sat 11am–12pm.

• 17–21 The Esplanade, New Brighton. Sat 12–12.30pm 

• 86 Tyalgum Ridge Road, Tyalgum. Sat 2–2.30pm 

Ray White Rural Bangalow

• 6 Karinya Place, Clunes. Sat 10–10.30am 

• 100 Federal Drive, Eureka. Sat 11–11.30am

• 369 Coolamon Scenic Drive, Coorabell. Sat 12–12.30pm

Real Estate of Distinction

• 126 Harwood Road, Burringbar. Sat. 10–10.30am

• 98 Greenvale Court, Burringbar. Sat. 11–11.30am

• 876 Tamarind Drive, Tintenbar. Sat. 12.30–1pm

• 2A Palm Valley Drive, Byron Bay.Sat. 2–2.30pm

Ruth Russell Realty

• 148 Stuart St, Mullumbimby. Sat 11 –11:45 am

Tim Miller Real Estate

• 3 Train Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 9.15 – 9.45am

0412 833 280

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

Finance Broker

Home Loans
Investment Loans
First Home Buyers
Car Loans

Debt Consolidation
SMSF Lending
Commercial Loans
Development Funding
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NP CONVEYANCING
PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE

NPC

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE?
We are here to help

PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS 
IN BYRON BAY NOW

NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE 
IN POTTSVILLE                  Lic No 06000098

P: 02 6687 0548  |  hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au 

NSW & QLD Conveyancing, Leases, 

Business Sale & Purchase

CONVEYANCING FINANCE

12 years local Real Estate experience

Highly competitive fees & introductory offers

Friendly & Approachable agents you can trust

Premium results & peace of mind

Effective, modern technology  

Alyce Field & Kasey Williams
Ph: 04

E: admin@byronpropertyhub.com.au
Property Management & Sales

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

We project manage building, 

| Project Manager
0411 575 991

craig@cacm.net.au

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

PROPERTY STYLING

cactushillproject.com.au 
home@cactushillproject.com.au

PROPERTY STAGING
styling for sale

call us for a free quote on 
0432 574 321

Open For Inspection www.echo.net.au/ofi

www.echo.net.au/echo–property

More open for inspection and new 

lisitings at www.echo.net.au/ofi

Property Business Directory



www.echo.net.au

Backlash

48 The Byron Shire Echo

‘Growing the mo’ for mens’ 

health started 22 years 

ago. The charity is once 

again rallying the mo bros 

and sisters to unite, grow 

the mo and take action for 

men’s mental health, suicide 

prevention, prostate cancer 

and testicular cancer – with a 

renewed focus on supporting 

men in regional and remote 

communities who are facing 

the greatest risk. Learn more 

at Movember.com or via the 

Movember app.

A Harvard study, of 32,000 

men over 18 years of age 

found those ejaculating 21 

or more times a month had 

a 31 per cent lower risk of 

developing prostate cancer 

than those who did so less 

frequently. But good luck 

with getting men to do that 

for better health outcomes 

instead of exercising 

or having a good diet 

(www.health.harvard.edu/

mens-health/ejaculation_

frequency_and_prostate_

cancer).

MP Justine Elliot joined 

Rotary members from across 

the north coast to launch 

the 2025 16 Days of Activism 

‘Say No to Domestic and 

Family Violence’. The global 

campaign to end gender-

based violence takes place 

each year from 25 November 

until 10 December. For more 

information on Rotary events 

go to: rotarydownunder.org/

events/16-days-of-activism.

Local Byron Bay business 

Align and Shine is helping 

set up a Community Beach 

Clean-Up Day on Friday, 7 

November, meeting at The 

Pass Cafe at 4.30pm. The 

clean-up will start with a 

yoga class and a breathwork 

session for about an hour, 

followed by the beach clean-

up for roughly two hours 

before finishing up with 

pizza at Pizza Lab around 

7.30–8pm.

‘Opinion is really the lowest 

form of human knowledge. 

It requires no accountability, 

no understanding. The 

highest form of knowledge… 

is empathy, for it requires 

us to suspend our egos and 

live in another’s world. It 

requires profound purpose 

larger than the self kind of 

understanding.’ 

Bill Bullard (Based on a 

quote by George Eliot).

The 2026 Great Cane Toad 

Bust event runs from 17 to 

25 January 2026, with great 

prizes up for grabs. Sign up 

and learn more via the Great 

Cane Toad Bust website: 

https://watergum.org/

greatcanetoadbust.

Type store name here  Type store address here   T 0000 0000

02 6685 5212 
16 Brigantine St, Byron Bay

FLOORSTOCK

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t excavator and 3m tipper truck

 Septic systems

 Sewer treatment systems

 Reliable local family-run business

 12 month guarantee on most jobs

Family owned and operated local business with 
30 years of plumbing experience. Unblock Pipe 
Clearing has the latest technology and equipment 
for locating, eliminating and repairing all 
blockages – no matter what the size. Get the job 

Phone James on 0429 888 683
Lic 378040C

The undead were unimpressed when Saturday’s Halloween celebrations at Bruns School were 

cancelled because of, get this, scary weather. Photos from the crypt by Jeff, ‘Hello Ian Dawson

Small 
businesses...
the heartbeat of your 

your local economy, 

How do I stay 
safe online?

Can I get help to 
learn more about 

technology?

ONE-ON-ONE LESSONS FOR SENIORS
Be tech savvy and learn how to use your 

phones, tablets, laptops and computers.
Tech help available for Apple devices

How do you 
send a photo?

Qualified, patient and 
experienced teacher
Phone or email: 0420 235 624 
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

can i get help to 
learn more about 
using my phone?

Are you due
a breakthrough?

Sandra Davey
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