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Byron’s latest gallery a haven for cloud gazers

e

Haven Gallery has opened in the heart of Byron Bay in the former Woolies building, and sits alongside and inside the Haven nightclub.

The gallery is an interactive landscape where play brings art to life through touch, movement, and curiosity. The exhibition blends light, sound,
digital environments, and tactile installations to dissolve the line between audience and artwork. Rooted in sustainability and imaginative
experimentation, Haven invites visitors of all ages to explore, participate, and rediscover their creativity. Pictured is gallery manager,

Jessica Stephens, at the ‘Sound Cloud’ touch desk, with Shaun Johnston sitting back and allowing Jessica’s composition to wash over him.
Photo Jeff ‘Clubbing Since the Dark Ages’ Dawson

Middle Pocket
landowner loses
cost case against
Council

Byron Shire Council has won a Land
and Environment Court (L&EC) case
against Middle Pocket landowner,
Robert Wookey, whose holiday
letting operation was shut down in
late 2024. The decision on Decem-
ber9, 2025 was handed down by J
Duggan, and follows a 15 November
2024 court decision where Council
successfully obtained urgent inter-
locutory injunctions to halt short-
term tourist rentals of unauthorised
buildings on a remote, heavily
vegetated and steep property on
Skyline Road, Middle Pocket.

Council at the time argued there
were safety risks amid the bushfire
season.

In May 2025, the L&EC granted
arestraint order limiting use of
buildings for tourist and visitor
accommodation unless consent
was granted, leaving only costs to
be determined.

The December 9 decision
ordered that the first respondent
(Wookey) pay Council’s costs of the
proceedings and the hearing, but
made no order as to costs between
the Council and the second
respondent, Benjamin Webster.

Council’s legal team sought a
gross sum costs order, supported
by an affidavit from its solicitor,
quantifying costs at about $77,000,
and Council abandoned any claim
for indemnity costs, instead seek-
ing ordinary basis costs.
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Discover over 125 sessions from a lineup of more than 80 keynote speakers, yogis, sound healers and workshop facilitators all included with entry.
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The Annual Reading
of the Credits

The Echo was created, produced and distributed by the
following drudges over the last year. Many thanks to all
and apologies for any inadvertent omissions.

Alex Arend, Alexandra Birot, Andy Holt,
Angela Harris, Anna Coelho,

Ari Haslam, Aslan Shand, Belle Arnold,
Brett McCauley, Brian Warrick,
Catherine Cusack, Daniela Ulloa,
David Heilpern, David Lowe,
Eleanor Sena, Emma Setterfield-Smith,
Elysa Tamaka, Eve Jeffery, Ewan Willis,
Hans Lovejoy, Ingrid Manning,
Jacki Coward, Jeff Dawson,
Jennifer Dallimore, Jo Immig,
Joshua Munro, Kate Messenger,
Katherine Leggett, Katie Thompson,
Kaye Groves, Leandro Tuao,
Lesley Hannaford, Lilith Rocha,
Lirhazel Evans, Mandy Nolan,
Matthew Gray, Melva Sparkes,

Mia Armitage, Michele Grant,

Neil McKenzie, Neil Young,
Nicole Hargreaves, Pancho Symes,
Paul Bibby, Dr Ray Moynihan,
Renee Cunningham, Richard Jones,
Robert Thorn, Robyn Eden,

Ross Kendall, Simon Haslam,
Stephen Clarke, Stephen Berriman,
Steven Kuan, Tamsin Smyth,
Tasman Lindsay, Tirza Abb, Vicki Burke,
Vicki Ouwerkerk, Dr Willow Hallgren,
Winston Lamont, Zeeanna Rayment,
Ziggi Anthony, Ziggi Browning
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From Darlinghurst to Byron Bay:
Dorothy May’s artistic odesse

Paul Bibby

tanding nonchalantly
S on a street corner in the

inner-Sydney suburb
of Darlinghurst is an iconic
sculpture with a little-known
link to the Byron Shire.

Known as Joy, the artwork
is the world’s first public
sculpture depicting a sex
worker.

Unveiled way back in
1995, the sculpture was
controversially removed, less
than two years later, owing
to vandalism and complaints
from conservative folk in
Sydney’s Eastern suburbs.

But late last year, nearly
three decades after it came
into the world, Joy returned
to that same street corner -
setin a new bronze casting
to withstand attacks from
prudes and misogynists.

The artwork’s reinstate-
ment, which followed years
of campaigning, made head-
lines across the country.

But few picked up on the
Byron connection.

The artist responsible for
bringing Joy back into the
world was long-time Byron
resident, Dorothy ‘Loui’ May.

Having gone by the name
Loui Fraser for most of her
working life, the acclaimed
sculptor returned to her birth
name when she fulfilled a
life-long dream by moving to
the Shire 27 years ago.

‘I never set out to be con-
troversial with Joy, Ms May
told The Echo in an extended
interview late last year.

‘l just saw that there was
a plinth there and thought
“that’s the perfect spot for a
sculpture”.

‘'d walked though
those streets as a young
student to go through East
Sydney Tech... and seen
the prostitutes standing
in the doorways smoking.
But the reaction when she
was unveiled... just an
onslaught... letters to The
Sydney Morning Herald, The
Wentworth Courier. .. she was
vandalised a couple of times
as well..

‘To this day, people are
still complaining. It took
12 months for it to come
through City of Sydney
Council [the second time]
and some of the same people
wrote to Council saying that
they didn’t want the sculp-
ture there!

Since moving to Byron
in the late 90s, Ms May has
enjoyed a more peaceful
existence. But she has still

i

Dorothy at her Sunrise home. Photo Jeff Dawson. Inset: Dorothy ‘Loui’ May at the second

unveiling of Joy in Darlinghurst in November 2025. Photo Annabel Osborne Photography

The sculpture East at its home in Brooklet.

contributed to the Shire’s
public artistic life through a
number of iconic sculptures.

Drawn to Byron

‘| always knew that Byron
was my place, she says.

‘Every day | wake up and
I’'m happy that I’'m here. The
fact that you can drive for
two minutes and you’re in
these beautiful hills, or stand-
ing on a fabulous beach...

Having lived on Sydney’s
conservative North Shore for
a big chunk of her adult life,
she craved a more progres-
sive culture where difference
was celebrated rather than
scorned. ‘I just didn’t fitin on
the North Shore; she says.

‘| just felt, and I still
feel, that anyone can feel
accepted here in Byron. |
know the feeling in town is
changing. It’s obviously more
commercial than it was. But
the beating heart of the town
is still there, underneath!

It was a desire to depict
that beating heart which led
Ms May to create her first
local sculpture, Hug, which
features two people locked in
a classic Byron embrace.

Unveiled as part of the
opening of the rebuilt Byron

Community Centre back in
2002, Hug was inspired by
arandom momentin the
centre of town.

‘I'd sort of made my mind
up to retire from making
public art when I moved
here, she says. ‘But, not long
after | arrived, | thought “I'd
really like to do a piece for
Byron”.

‘One day | saw two people
hugging in the middle of
the pedestrian crossing...
and | thought “that’s the
Byron hug” and that was the
inspiration.

Two other artworks
followed.

Founding Echo
editor sculpture

One was a sculpture of
The Echo’s founding editor
Nicholas Shand.

This sculpture was
unfortunately repeatedly
vandalised while sitting in its
home in Stan Robinson park,
Mullumbimby, and had to be
removed.

The other, East, is located
at the Gaia health retreat in
Brooklet.

‘That piece represents
how | felt as a woman living

on the most easterly point in
Australia, Ms May says of East.

‘The fact that Earth spins
towards the east means that
Byron leads Australia into the
next day, and it just reminded
me of a figurehead leading a
ship into the new world!

The sculpture of Nicholas
Shand was a more difficult
project. ‘That was one of the
more challenging ones to
do... because he was a real
person, Ms May says.

‘l only had a few photos
to go on. Butit was so
rewarding to see it unveiled
in the park. The idea was
that people could go and
sit next to Nick and have a
conversation.

‘It was such a shame that
it was vandalised so badly.

Why the statue was dam-
aged remains a mystery, but
Ms May has long been aware
of the capacity of public
artworks to stir the passions
of those who behold them.

‘I think the role of art, and
particularly public art, is to
make people think and to
question, she says.

‘Once you’ve done that
piece and it’s out there,
you’ve got to let go of it.
Whatever people’s reaction is
up to them...

‘I've never wanted to do
shelf sculpture. It’s about
communication - just trying
to get a message through.
That’s why | was particularly
happy when | was asked
to do the Nicholas Shand
statue, because he was all
about getting the message
out into our community.

‘l would love to see more
of that kind of art in our com-
munity here in Byron’.

www.echo.net.au
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Council seeks to improve its community consultation

$2m boost for Byron

accompanying Cr
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Richmond MP Justine
Elliot has announced that
the Albanese government
is investing $2 million to
support Byron Bay Wildlife
Hospital deliver life-saving
care to sick, injured, and
orphaned native wildlife.
‘'m proud to be delivering
on my 2025 election com-
mitment for $2 million for
the expansion of operations
at the Byron Bay Wildlife
Hospital, said Mrs Elliot.

4,000 animals

‘This funding will sup-
port the Byron Bay Wildlife
Hospital to continue their
incredibly important work in
treating and rehabilitating
native animals. This funding
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Richmond MP Justine Elliot with a patient and vet Dr Bree
Talbot. Photo supplied

is expected to support
around 4,000 animals, while
keeping skilled veterinarians
and vet nurses employed.

‘Since 2020, the Byron Bay
Wildlife Hospital, whichis a
registered business of Wildlife
Recovery Australia, has
delivered quality care to more
than 10,000 wildlife patients.

‘This is part of the Austral-
ian Government’s Local
Environmental Projects Pro-
gram that is protecting and
improving our environment
and heritage.

‘Labor is taking strong
action to better protect and
recover our native wildlife,
including on the North Coast,
and this funding is helping
dojust that, said Mrs Elliot.

Over $67m Sold
so far this year.

Reach your Spring buyer with our
unparalleled database today.
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www.echo.net.au

2025, every major project,
or other matter that would
normally go out for public
exhibition, must now be
accompanied by its own
detailed ‘community consul-
tation plan’.

These consultation plans
will set out the methods,
timeframes, target audiences
and accessibility measures
to be used for community
engagement on the given
project orissue.

This is designed to ensure
that consultation with the
community on significant
projects and issues is
undertaken in a clear and
consistent manner.

Greens Councillor Elia
Hauge, who moved the
motion, told Council that it
had been failing to consist-
ently actin alignment with its
own community engagement
principles, including its
commitment to be open,
transparent and accountable.

Cr Hauge said this was
illustrated by a number of
recent matters, including the
lack of meaningful engage-
ment with young people
in relation to Council’s
playground policy, and the
lack of effective consultation
regarding the proposed
development of the former
Mullumbimby Hospital site.

FARMERS MARKET
FRIDAYS 7-118aM

‘These examples demon-
strate a gap between Council’s
engagement principles and
their practical implementa-
tion,’ Cr Hauge said.

‘Councillors require
sufficient information
about planned engage-
ment approaches to assess
whether proposed consulta-
tion methods are appropriate
to the scale and significance
of the decisions being made.

‘This is particularly impor-
tant for matters affecting com-
munity access to democratic
processes, youth participa-
tion, or other groups who face
barriers to engagement.

‘Transparent engage-
ment planning strengthens
decision-making by allowing
councillors to identify poten-
tial gaps in consultation
approaches before docu-
ments go on exhibition.

‘It also builds community
confidence by demonstrat-
ing that Council takes its
engagement commitments
seriously and plans
appropriately for different
consultation contexts.

Councillors Lyon,
Dods against

But independent council-
lors Michael Lyon and Jack
Dods spoke and voted
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against the move.

‘I really take issue with
this idea that we don’t con-
sult or that we don’t consult
well, Cr Lyon said.

‘It’s all predicated on this
premise that we don’t do our
job in this way and I actually

think we do a really good job.

I think we do a great job, and
sometimes we need to make
a call which the community
won’t agree with, or sections
of the community won’t
agree with, and that’s our
role.

‘We’re not a direct
democracy and thank God
we’re not, because a lot of
the time the decision needs
to be different to what the
majority wants.

Council staff were also
opposed to the change.

In written comments
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ing who the project will
impact, how much impact
the project will have and how
interested the community
might be, Mr Arnold said.

‘These plans are opera-
tional documents that evolve
throughout a project lifecycle,
and often require adjustment
based on Council decisions,
statutory requirements, and
project milestones.

‘Developing these plans
prematurely can lead to sig-
nificant rework, duplication
of effort, and increased costs,
which is not sustainable
given current staff capacity
and budget constraints.

But these concerns
ultimately fell on deaf ears.
Councillors passed the new
consultation measure by
a vote of seven council-
lors to two. Read more at
www.byron.nsw.gov.au.
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Court approves 25 dwellings on flood-prone Mullum land

Hans Lovejoy

contentious, large develop-
ment application (DA)
for 25 multi-dwellings on

flood-prone land next to Mullum-
bimby Showground will go ahead,
after Byron Shire Council lost their
second case against developer
Callum Sked in court on December
22,2025,

Surrounding residents at 30
Chinbible Avenue, Mullumbimby
were united in their objection to
the $17.3m development, which
they claimed was excessive in its
bulk and scale; had inadequate
drainage; lacked open space; and
did not provide sufficient flood
evacuation options.

Residents say they were unsup-
ported by Council throughout the
process.

Regarding a previous DA for the
subdivision of the land, residents
say they were only alerted to the
settlement when they found the
judgment, on April 30,2025, on the
NSW Caselaw website.

In that case, Sked took Council
to the Land & Environment Court
(L&EC) over a ‘deemed refusal’
which is where a council is accused
of not assessing DAs in the statu-
tory timeframe.

It became the subject of a
compulsory conciliation process
conducted behind closed doors,
overseen by the court. According to
the judgement by Commissioner P
Nichols, Council’s lawyers agreed
to the applicant amending DA
10.2024.154.1, which led to the
appeal being upheld and condi-
tions imposed.

This also means that the DA
avoids being debated and deter-
mined by elected councillors.

With Council losing that case
[Sked v Byron Shire Council (2025)
NSWLEC 1265], all costs were
incurred by Council.

Image from DA 10.2024.154.1.

In May 2025, it was revealed by
residents that no staff report on the
DA was ever provided publicly.

Resident Aaron Diehm told The
Echo at the time, ‘Why hasn’t Coun-
cil gone into bat for us? Silence
from our elected representatives is
simply not good enough’

Court conditions

The latest win by Sked was
handed down on December 22,
2025 in the L&EC by Commissioner
Shona Porter [Sked No.2 Pty Ltd v
Byron Shire Council (2025) NSWLEC
1913].

Like the previous case, Sked
appealed in the court against
Council, owing to a ‘deemed
refusal’. As the respondent, Byron
Shire Council was represented by
Solicitor P Vergotis and Madison
Marcus Law Firm.

A key issue, according to the
judgement, was: ‘At the hearing,
Council confirmed that the remain-
ing issues in the Statement of Facts
and Contentions (SOFAC) had been
resolved, with the exception of part
of contention 32: (1) The develop-
ment application should be refused

in the public interest having regard
to the public submissions received..

One impacted resident told
The Echo, ‘The developers’ lawyer
correctly pointed out Council led
no evidence on the issue of public
interest. It would only have been
mentioned in objectors’ submis-
sions, which carried little weight in
the end’.

The judgment reads, ‘While the
contentions are generally resolved,
the court, in standing in the shoes
of the consent authority, is still
required to determine if consent
should be granted with considera-
tion of s 4.15 of the Environmental
Planning and Assessment Act 1979
(EPAACct)... | accept the parties’
agreement that the substantive
contentions have been resolved..’

As part of conditions for
approval, there is, ‘No fill or
excavation proposed on site in
the floodplain’... and, ‘The Flood
Assessment Report and modelling
considered the projected climate
change effects for both 2050 and
2100, and incorporated the recent
2022 flood event in Mullumbimby’.

And, ‘Prior to the issue of
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the Construction Certificate, all
dwellings are required to provide
detailed plans of a suitable ‘shelter-
in place’ (SIP) area that: (i) is above
the PMF level as shown in Table 1in
condition 20 for flood evacuation
purposes during larger floods; and
(ii) has a minimum area of 10m?2
and include a toilet and handwash
basin’.

Commissioner Porter wrote,
‘Council had raised at Contention
29 that the DA should be refused as
it was contrary to the objectives of
the EPA Act and aims of the BLEP
(Byron Local Environment Plan) on
the basis of the proposed dwellings
resulting in an increase in flooding’.

‘There are no express require-
ments [in] regard to either the
objects of the EPA Act or aims of the
BLEP, even having regard to s 39(4)
of the Land and Environment Court
Act 1979 (LEC Act). Notwithstanding,
flooding has been addressed and
[is] satisfied".

Public submissions

Commissioner Porter wrote,

‘| agree that the majority of the
concerns raised by the community
are genuine and relevant to the
consideration of the amended DA.
However, the making of a submis-
sion and raising concerns by the
public does not rise to a contested
issue that joins the parties (see:
Billyard Ave Developments Pty
Limited v The Council of the City of
Sydney [2025] NSWLEC 22 at [24]
and [78]).

Regarding the strong opposition
by neighbours as a factor in deter-
mination, Commissioner Porter
wrote, ‘1 accept Sked’s submissions
as to the weight to be given to com-
munity objections and that higher
weight is to be given to expert
evidence (see Port Stephen Pearls
Pty Ltd v Minister for Infrastructure
and Planning [2005] NSWLEC 426 at
[72]-[73]).

In line with
‘future character’

While Commissioner Porter
acknowledged that, ‘The proposed
development will be different to
the existing subdivision and built
form rhythm of Garden Avenue
and surrounding streets’. she said,
‘However, the proposed develop-
ment is highly compliant with
the key planning controls such as
height and FSR (floor space ratio)’.

‘With consideration of the
architectural plans... I find that the
proposed development is consistent
with the desired future character
that is facilitated by the suite of plan-
ning controls applying to the site’

Profoundly
disappointed

One impacted resident, Chris
Leach, told The Echo, ‘A profoundly
disappointing decision. The legiti-
mate concerns of residents were
largely ignored. Although some
minor concessions about use of fill
and stormwater were negotiated,
Council and L&EC demonstrated
an essentially pro-development
stance on density and the com-
promise of the local character and
environment’.

Former Council planning director,
Ray Darney, was employed by resi-
dents to defend the DA, and told The
Echo, ‘Obviously | am disappointed
with the L&E Court’s decision’.

‘This cookie-cutter style of hous-
ing is a precedent for the residential
development in the towns in our
beautiful Shire’, he said.

Sked previously proposed a
similar, albeit smaller, high-density
DA on unstable, slip-prone land in
Ocean Shores in 2019, and faced
stiff opposition from residents.

He took Council to court over a
‘deemed refusal’ and won.

a happy new year
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Are you on holidays here, en] oylng yourself? Well then read this...

Mandy Nolan

t's holiday time. It’s hot.
I The beach is pumping.
There’s a sparkle in
the air. They’re here.

The people who work in
shit jobs that are killing them,
with people they hate, to save
for this two weeks of Byron.

To relax. Have fun. To
spend money.

To get photos for Insta.

This is the ‘experience!

When you live in a place
where other people take their
holidays it’s a conundrum.

Where do we go for
holidays? Somewhere not as
good as where we live?

Where can, we who
live here, turn up to annoy
people trying to live their
non-holiday day-to-day work
lives?

Northcote? Surry Hills?
Paddington? Can we swim
with the hipsters?

Run with the suits?

Go belly up in a bunch of
baristas? What’s our holiday
experience?

Chilled at everyone
being here

And is it possible to have a
‘holiday’ at home?

I’'ve tried it. And the short
answer is no.

Everyone comes here.

And then they say, ‘it’s not
like it used to be’.

And we think yes that’s
true. It’'s mainly because
two million holiday makers
turn up each year, and that’s
pretty impactful when it
comes to failing to retain the
‘chill’ vibe.

We’re not chill. Sorry.

We're cranky. We’re cranky
because we can’t afford to

Photo altered by Hans Lovejoy.

live in the place where
we work.

We're cranky because
even a house that flooded
in our coastal villages
can cost over a mill.

And we don’t always
love seeing houses that

‘We're not chill. Sorry.

We're cranky. We're cranky

because we can’t afford

to live in the place where

we work.,

and don’t even have $10.

But they know how to
chill.

So a lot of us are slog-
ging it out. People on holi-
days, when you're trying
to work, are annoying.

our kids or friends could
be renting, be used for a
party palace.

But we get it.

Holidays are cool.

And Byron, is still a pretty
awesome place to be.

And we must continue to
perform ‘chill’ even if we're
very, very far from ‘chill’.

Homeless thing

We love that you are
having a good time, even
when we’re not.

We do have this homeless
thing. Did you notice?

People sleeping on card-
board, or under a sarong.

Just like in the city.

Try not to look. It really
wrecks the holiday vibe to be
reminded that we all livein a
capitalist society where struc-
tural injustice means some
people can afford $10,000
a week for a beach house,
while some people end up
sleeping on the actual beach

/ I’m the middle-aged
woman in a Byron Bay super-
market shaking my head at
a couple of young women in
Brazilian bikinis, saying ‘put
some pants on’.

I’m trying to buy goats
cheese and batteries.
But why should they?

Pantless vacay

They are on holidays, and
apparently, you don’t need to
wear pants when you’re on
vacay!

I imagine myselfin
Northcote at Aldi wearing a
G-string on my next inner city
Melbourne getaway.

Then | see myself being
arrested.

Which to be fair, is one
way to make a holiday
‘unforgettable’

Roman holidays

Apparently the Romans
were the first people to have
a holiday.

But they didn’t go away
for a few weeks. They went
away for two years.

That was pre Jetstar $89
flights. When you had to
travel via chariot or foot, you
ain’t coming homein a hurry.
Probably took six months to
even get there.

Holidays weren’t really a
thing for me as a kid.

We didn’t go skiing or
overseas.

A week at my grandpar-
ents in Maryborough, or two
weeks in a caravan at Hervey
Bay with my mum’s best
friend - another single mum.

We’d squeeze into the
annexe, shower in thongs
and if we behaved we’d get
a fire engine with our fish
and chips at the local pub on
half-price kids night.

Holidays were for affluent
families. | remember my
mum saving for our week at
a two-star Caloundra Hotel
and someone stealing $150
from an envelope in her bag
and us having to cancel and
go home.

Living in a holiday spot
makes me super sensitive to
people who live in the places
where | travel.

[ am aware that while |
might wake up with nothing
to do but eat and look at
stuff, | try not to piss them
off, butin no time at all ’'m
going to galleries, looking
at stuff and pointing at
monuments.

There’s something
bizarrely garish and stressful
about achieving maximum
holiday relaxation.

Because it’s expensive.
The more you pay.

The more pressure on
the stay. Relax. Quick. More
relaxing. And see stuff.

Climb stuff. Eat stuff. Buy
stuff. Until, you’re not relaxed
anymore.

You're stuffed.

Dying to get home.

To get off the holiday
treadmill.

To recover.

And to put on some pants.

The
Byron
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Bathhouse

BOOK NOW

The Byron Bathhouse

Beat the Summer Heat and Recharge
Your Body With Our Wellness Experiences

Not just another spa - medical grade, chlorine free,
triple filtered water, colonics, IV therapy

R, +61 461446290

Special Offer

Book any massage or
treatment and receive a
complimentary 90-
minute bathhouse

session.

Ask about our
special $50
bathhouse

sessions over

the holidays

@ 78 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay NSW

www.echo.net.au

December 31,2025 The Byron Shire Echo 5



Articles

North Coast news online &hﬂ.net.au

Are you feeling safe? "Tis the season, after all

Photo & story Belle Arnold

t's that time of year,
I the social norms of
expectation for festive
celebrations, generosity and
decadence, on the back of
exhaustion of the closing
of the working year, and
another year of housing and
economic pressure.

It's a complex time of year,
and | have noticed we are
shifting away from wishing
friends and family a merry
and bright season, to a safe
season.

As | child, | remember
hearing this on network
television commercials in
reference to ever increasing
road tolls.

Safety on the roads
continues to be an important
message at this time, the
cocktail of human emo-
tions, stress, alcohol, family
dynamics and travel to be
with loved ones is a recipe
for disaster, so yes, do take
care on the roads.

Safety defined

The reminder to have
a safe season has a much
deeper application than the
roads.

So what is safety, the
Oxford Dictionary defines
safety as ‘freedom from
danger and risks of injury’, a
significant freedom indeed.

Safety is a fundamental
human need, understood as
the second tier in Abraham
Maslow’s ‘Hierarchy of
Needs’, safety essential for
survival and wellbeing after
basic physiological needs
are met.

Safety encompasses

physical safety, financial
security, health, and a
sense of order and predict-
ability, crucial for prevent-
ing anxiety and fostering
human flourishing.

Economic, social and
political systems globally
have not fostered a sense
of human safety but for the
elite rich. Complex social and
health systems continue to
be developed in Australia
to address the lack of safety
that s the result.

This lack of safety is a
major driver of mental illness
such as anxiety, phobia,
depression, and PTSD.

(source: pmc.ncbi.nlm.
nih.gov/articles/).

Traumais a rupture,
physical or psychological
damage in relationship with
self, community or Country

‘Safety is a human right, enshrined in the

United Nations Declaration of Human
Rights. According to the Australian
Human Rights Commission, we all have
a right to feel safe and respected.

(environment).

The repair to trauma is
the restoration of safety.

Safety is required to
heal, so how are we build-
ing safety as a nation or
community?

Safety is a human right,
enshrined in the United
Nations Declaration of
Human Rights.

According to the Austral-
ian Human Rights Commis-
sion, ‘We all have a right to
feel safe and respected. We
all have a right to live our
lives free from violence’

Violence, harassment
and bullying can violate the
right to safety and impact on

other rights, such as the right
to education and the right to
health.

Violence, harassment and
bullying undermine safety
as a need, and aright, and
affect wellbeing and quality
of life.

Racism, sexism and
homophobia are patterns of
violence and bullying based
on bias that further impact
safety in compounded and
complex ways.

Increasing systemic pres-
sures are driving violence
and for many of us there is
no safe place.

For those of us lucky
enough to have a home there

is some guarantee of safety,

even from those that we love
most.

Australian 2025 data from
the Australia Institute of
Health and Welfare research
and ABS raises concern with
family, domestic, and sexual
violence (FDSV), showing
high rates of intimate partner
violence (21 per cent of
adults experienced partner
abuse), significant child pro-
tection involvement (emo-
tional abuse/family violence
common), and concerning
trends like increasing male
perpetration of intimate
partner violence.

The statistics are hor-
rendous and they are
concerning because
significant FDSV goes
unreported, unsupported
and unhealed.

The most alarming
of these data sets are
around perpetrator
trends.

‘A decade-long study
indicates over onein

three Australian males

have used intimate partner

violence, with an increasing
number using violence for the

first time annually’ - AIHW

June 2025 (source: www.
aihw.gov.au/family-domestic-
and-sexual-violence).

Distractions and
disconnections

Clearly society is going
backwards.

With increasing technol-
ogy, and luxury, there is also
increased distraction from
the extreme pressure and
disconnect in our communi-
ties and families.

We have lost our respon-
sibility to each other and
ourselves.

Safety is critical to the
healing of all victims of
violence, and an essential
ingredient to peace.

Safety is more complex
than the human experience.
How do we as humans
experience safety when there
is no safety on Country?
Increasingly at this time of
year on Bundjalung Country
‘Moogerahmbu - Storm
Season’ has brought extreme
weather impacting our col-
lective safety and the safety
of all species on Country.

Patterns of weather that
have existed for thousands
of years, undermined by the
impacts of climate change
from global capitalism, are
changing and we are seeing
violent results.

Safety of Country

In November 2025, thun-
der, so loud and close to the
Earth, shook the walls of my
Besser block house and my
body shook with it.

Without safety of Country
our experience of safety is
undermined. Restoring safety
to the Earth must be the
highest priority for society.

For the current season
though, you can bring safety
to all you touch through
kindness, patience and
acceptance.

Give the gift of grace and
understanding to those who
cause frustration, pause and
reflect on your words to truly
give kindness in your words
and actions.

And please, have a safe
season.

Happy new year from all of us
at O’Meara Dental.

We wish our local community a happy and healthy year ahead.
Thankyou for trusting us with your care.
We look forward to keeping Byron shire smiling in 2026.

Dr Marcus O’Meara B.D.S

Dr Louise Barr B.D.S

Dr Karl Batorski B.D.S

Dr Roy Gamma BDS

Dr Cara Fitt BSc, DDS, PG Clin Dent
Mrs Rachel Andersson OHT

Ms Caitlin Wilkie OHT

Ms Cathy Elliott OHT

@ O'MEARA DENTAL

19/5 Easy St, Byron Bay
60 Stuart St, Mullumbimby
02 6694 3083 omearadental.com.au

A\ SUSTAINABLE
%9 DENTIST

LIFE MEDICAL
MULLUMBIMBY

(male)

«SRin Checks
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MRCP (UR) FRACGP FASLM

-Lifestyle Medicine
-Natural Therapies

elron Infusions

High level medical care with lifestyle medicine

Dr Sam Gartland

113 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby NSW 2482 | hello@lifemmm.com.au

02 6680 2486

www.lifemedicalmullumbimby.com.au

www.echo.net.au
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The global emergence of the ‘surf town' trend

Pancho Symes

entrification is
the makeover
process that a town

undergoes when wealthier
people move in, improving
housing, and attracting new
businesses, often displacing
currentinhabitants in the
process.

Ironically, its original
character - that which first
made it marketable as a
destination - is sacrificed by
the efforts of developers to
appease its affluent visitors.

Byron Bae

This happened to Byron
Bay. What was once a sleepy
seaside village for whalers
and pig farmers is now a
hyperactive parade for influ-
encers with selfie-sticks and
Hollywood glitterati, hoping
to enjoin themselves to the
‘cool vibe’ of the place.

Byron still sits on that
beautiful Bay, but it’s quiet
old charm is mouldering
somewhere in the soup of
big brand-stores that have
cloned the streetscape to
behave like all the other
‘bohemian’ surf towns
around the world.

Byron Bay is still utterly
beautiful on a good day.

But on a bad day, spent
navigating parking fines,
fin-chops at The Pass, the
catwalk on the footpaths,
and the guy-in-the-park who
wants to fight you, Byron can
be a nightmare: a very pretty
nightmare.

In his chapter, ‘Problema-
tising Place Promotion and
Commodification, Nigel
Morgan states in his 2014
book, The Wiley Blackwell
Companion to Tourism,
that ‘tourism discourse’
gives places ‘personalities,
homogenising them with
avibe.

‘This immobilises our
dynamic world, says
Morgan, ‘changing it to
spectacle and straitjacketing
itincliché’

‘The representations of a
place suck out its historical
matter, embalming it in
myth!

For instance, Byron Bay is
a home for people of varying
ages and personalities with
arich history in production,
and yet today it exists in
the public mind only in two
images - that of a stoned
surfer or a plastic-lipped
influencer.

Places were once known
for the items they produced.
Nowadays, they are known
for the ‘vibes’ they produce.

www.echo.net.au

Perhaps we have become
less practical in today’s
age, instead dwellingina
deluded bubble of shallow
fascinations.

‘F¥ck the customer’

Noel Gallagher was
talking about music when
he said ‘F*ck the customer
- he doesn’t know what he
wants.

But the same principle
goes for tourism. When
developers kill a town’s
originality by supplying the
same branded stores, and
array of beige cafes serv-
ing expensive coffee with
strange milk, they are trying
to focus group the place to
its customer.

But in these surf towns,
less is actually more. The
rugged is fresh and the
uncommon is hope-inspiring
for visitors.

‘Commodified places
often become a celebration
of the culture of the copy,
Morgan said.

The global crawl of the
‘surf-town’ trend is repre-
sentative of this.

| see the same symbols on
every coastline | visit around
the world, from Indonesia to
Portugal, and from Sri Lanka
to Peru. Nowhere is safe from
smashed avo on toast or
Nicki Minaj’s ‘Starships.

Taghazout: prayer
calls with Tinder
swipes

Last year, | visited Tag-
hazout - a surf town on the
Moroccan coast.

This was an interesting
town, because if you stopped
and looked around for two
minutes, you’d see tradition
and modernity grinding
simultaneously.

For many Westerners,
Taghazout is a destination
‘to get tubed, lit and laid,

Taghazout Beach in Morocco. Photo www.tripadvisor.com.au

and yet for locals it is still a
home - a place of practice,
not hedonism. Every nightin
Taghazout, the call to prayer
bounces along the desert
cliffs like a ghost.

It is a reminder of a his-
tory, and a strict set of local
values that survive beneath
the thin layer of ‘Westerner’
film accumulated on the
surface of the place.

In between the holiday-
makers’ vanity parade, taxi
drivers point their prayer
rugs toward Mecca and pray
in the carparks.

While the vacationers
sleep off their stork hango-
vers, bands of grandmothers
work in little pink tile kitch-
ens, frying onion for ‘msem-
men, and flattening dough
possibly with the same
technique passed down
since Carthaginian times.

On Main Beach, three
women wearing black hijab’s
stride past all the cooking
vacant flesh like it isn’t even
there. On the same beach,
Muhammed and Ismael rent
surfboards and wetsuits to
tourists learning to surf.

‘We sleep on the beach
each night so that no one will
steal our surfboards, says
Ismael, pointing to a little
tent and a tagine on a bed of
coals.

‘One of us must always
keep watch, because ours is
a desirable business around
here, says Muhammad.

When | hear of this dedi-
cation and see the extent to
which foreign money feeds
local families, | understand
thatitis ignorant to demon-
ise tourism.

The problem lies in gentri-
fication, and when contrived
development remodels the
town for affluent guests who
do not appreciate the place
beyond how it can serve
their own desires.

On a walk through the

backstreets one morning|
met the ‘George Clooney of
Taghazout!

He introduced himself to
me as such.

The resemblance was
uncanny. Leaning cynically
down from his porch, he
expressed his concerns
about Taghazout’s gentrifica-
tion, and its growth from a
tiny fishing village into the
epicentre of Moroccan surf
culture.

‘This place is becoming
like a slab of meat attracting

all the flies, Moroccan
Clooney said.

‘| used to surf at Anchor
Point, but now it’s full of
idiots from all over the
world who don’t understand
proper surf etiquette.
They’ve just wanted to stand
up on a board so they can
have “tum tum”. Now this
town is full of guys with
soft boards looking for tum
tum. They don’t respect our
values...

‘What is tum tum?’ | asked
him. With a grin, Clooney
demonstrated the act of ‘tum-
tum,’ thrusting his hips back
and forth like an old hand.

Social media
degrades tourism

Taghazout still held admi-
rably on to its local customs,
weathering the storm of
cross-cultural confusion.
Worryingly however, the
growing force of social media
and influencer culture could
utterly ruin places like this,
as tourists flock to ‘Insta-
grammable’ destinations
purely for a selfie.

Never before has travel
been so performative and
self-centred.
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This global fixation on
‘capturing the aesthetic’
causes gentrification,
because ‘trending’ destina-
tions are literally tidied up to
provide satisfactory photo
material.

This degraded type of
tourism is white-washing
fresh, stimulating places
around the world. To be
shocked, and curious, and to
face the unknown is part of
the human experience. Once
these places are gone, they
are gone forever.

This is a nuanced issue,
because tourismis a balanc-
ing act between local eco-
nomic growth and cultural
preservation.

A middle-ground is
needed between the unfor-
giving sweep of modernity,
and the peaceful stability of
tradition.

Above all else, a town
must continue to function
as a place that supportsits
originals first.

It shouldn’t be con-
structed into an image for
a select group of affluent
guests.

B Pancho Symes is an Echo
intern.
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Woman accused of
violence, stealing
food in Lismore

A 51-year-old woman is
to face court in February
after allegedly stealing
food from a shop in
Lismore’s city centre and
biting the shop owner
when confronted.

Report on 4WD
beach access fails
to address risks

At its December meeting,
Richmond Valley Council,
in a five-part motion,
resolved to continue

to allow 4-wheel-drive
vehicles (4WDs) access

to Airforce Beach, Evans
Head, but locals say risks
have not been addressed.

Beekeeper support
announced by NSW
government

New honey bee
compliance officers, a
major R&D program,

and tailored education
and resources are part
of a $9.5 million NSW
Varroa Mite Management
program, commencing in
January 2026.

Alleged Ballina DV
offender arrested
after car crash

A 47-year-old Ballina
man is to face court next
month over a series

of alleged offences
including a drunken car
crash.

19 arrested for
DV offencesin
Tweed-Byron

Another high number of
domestic violence related
arrests was reported in
the most recent weekly
count from Tweed-Byron
Police.

Christmas Day
cross-border police
chase ends in
Ballina arrests

Two adults and a
teenager have been
charged over an alleged
car chase from across the

Queensland border into
NSW on Christmas Day.

www.echo.net.au

Clarence at risk of mining contamination, says community group

Hans Lovejoy

The Clarence Catchment, an
important tributary which
runs from the Great Dividing
Range to the coast at Yamba/
lluka, is under threat from
mining and the NSW Labor
government is ignoring calls
for its protection, says com-
munity group Clarence
Catchment Alliance (CCA).

Covering an area of over
22,000 square km, it is NSW’s
biggest coastal catchment,
and is known for its stunning
beauty, massive floods, and
rich biodiversity (like eastern
freshwater cod). Yet the
catchment is also earmarked
for mining exploration, with
licences being granted by the
NSW government. And given
that the catchment is also
a crucial freshwater source,
supporting communities and
agriculture, CCA have called
on the NSW government to
‘Ban all mineral exploration
and mineral mining activity
in the Clarence Catchment’.

In a statement, the CCA
said they ‘have been patient;
deliberately so.

‘Since delivering a com-
prehensive 120-page evidence
document to NSW Ministers’
offices at Parliament House
on 5 August 2025, the CCA
deliberately held back from
going to the media.

‘That document, eight
years in the making, did not
just outline the serious risks
of mineral mining in the Clar-
ence Catchment, it also set
out clear, lawful and practical
actions available to Govern-
ment to protect the region.

‘We waited in good faith
for the formal, detailed and
considered responses our
community deserves. We
placed trust in the system;
and in the responsibility
of the two key portfolios
that hold the levers for
protection in NSW. To say
we are disappointed in the
response, or lack of, is an
understatement.

‘The CCA allowed time for
the system to work, and for
the two key portfolios that
hold the levers for protection
in NSW to respond:

« The minister responsible
for the Mining Act

« The minister responsible
for the State Environmental
Planning Policy (Resources
and Energy) 2021 (Mining
SEPP).

‘This approach was
taken because the CCA’s
goal has always been clear;
evidence-led protection of
the Clarence Catchment, not
political theatre. But the time
for silence, and for generic
reassurance, has passed.
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What the CCA want

‘The CCA formally called
on the NSW Government
to: 1. Ban all mineral explora-
tion and mineral mining
activity in the Clarence
Catchment, because this is
a high-rainfall, flood-prone
drinking water catchment
where contamination risks
are heightened and irrevers-
ible once industrial activity
begins. 2. Use existing
powers under the Mining
Act to cease the renewal
and transfer of exploration
licences and mining leases,
revoke existing licences, and
require stronger assessment
in recognition of the Clarence
Catchment’s unique risk
profile. 3. Amend Schedule
1 of the Mining SEPP to
prohibit mineral exploration
and mineral mining across
the Clarence Catchment,
including the relevant feeder
sources to the Clarence River
from surrounding local gov-
ernment areas. 4. Amend the
Mining Act 1992 to prohibit
exploration and mining in
major drinking water catch-
ments, culturally and envi-
ronmentally sensitive areas,
and flood- and landslip-
prone regions, including the
Clarence Catchment.

‘The CCA also made a
specific, moderate and
entirely lawful request to
the minister for natural
resources to use her discre-
tion to call in environmental
and social impact studies for
exploration licence ‘applica-
tions targeting antimony on
the Dorrigo Plateau, inside
the Clarence-Coffs regional
drinking water catchment.

What the CCA
received, and what

it did not

‘The CCA has received
no response at all from
the Minister for Planning
and Public Spaces, Paul
Scully, despite that portfolio
holding responsibility for
the Mining SEPP and the
planning mechanisms that
can prohibit mining and
exploration in sensitive and
high-risk regions. ‘Silence
is not neutral. It leaves

communities without clarity,
accountability, or assurance
that drinking water protec-
tion is being treated with
urgency.

‘The CCA has received a
response from the Minister
for Natural Resources,
Courtney Houssos, that
does not address the
evidence submitted, nor
the specific Clarence Catch-
ment-focused requests
put forward. Instead, the
response relies on broad
descriptions of existing
regulatory processes and
general assurances about
how mineral exploration is
managed in NSW. However,
exploration licences are
issued for the purpose of
progressing toward extrac-
tion and potential mining
lease approvals. Approving
exploration in a flood-prone,
s drinking water catchment
without first addressing
whether mining is accept-
ablein that location defers
risk rather than managing it.
The detection of antimony in
the Coffs Clarence drinking
water is a case in point.

‘Also, the response does
not address the CCA’s call for
environmental and social
impact studies on the Explo-
ration Licence Applications
(ELAs) for antimony on the
Dorrigo Plateau. It does not
engage with flood-driven
contamination risk, nor
with the extensive global
and Australian evidence of
tailings dam failures and
water contamination associ-
ated with mineral mining,
particularly in high-rainfall
environments.

‘The Minister’s response
also failed to address a
specific issue raised directly
during the CCA’s parliamen-
tary meetings.

Public comments

‘More than 10,000
residents who signed a peti-
tion, and the 72 per cent of
residents who responded to
a Southern Cross University
survey, all expressing opposi-
tion to mineral mining in the
Clarence Valley.

‘This is not an abstract
policy discussion. The

Clarence Catchmentis a
flood-prone drinking water
catchment. Contamination
of water is heightened in
such areas. Once contamina-
tion occurs, it cannot be
undone by rehabilitation
conditions or regulatory
assurances. That is why
precaution matters at the
exploration stage, not after
harm has occurred.

What happens next

‘The CCAis again calling
on the NSW Government
Ministers responsible to
respond properly, in writing,
by addressing the evidence
and specific requests point-
by-point. The community is
seeking clear answers as to
why the evidence presented
has not been sufficient to

trigger environmental and
social impact studies.

‘The CCA remains respect-
ful, but will also remain
clear, persistent and public.
The region’s rivers, drinking
water, culture, economy and
future generations deserve
nothing less.

How the community
can help

‘Community members
are encouraged to write
respectfully to the Ministers
and local representatives
responsible to protect the
region from mineral mining,
say CCA.

Further information, the
list of MPs, and guidance are
available at www.clarence-
catchmentalliance.com.au.

Holidays: a time to be careful

Northern NSW Local Health
District is reminding local
residents and visitors of the
various healthcare options
available to support people
over the Christmas and New
Year period.

The District’s Executive
Director Clinical Operations,
Lynne Weir, said while
hospital emergency depart-
ments will remain open 24
hours a day, seven days a
week, people can also seek
medical care from a local GP,
an urgent care clinic, medical
centre, pharmacist or virtual
service.

‘If aniillness or injury is not
serious or life-threatening,
we encourage people to call
healthdirect on 1800 022 222,
for free, instant health advice
any time of the day or night.
Aregistered nurse will answer
your call, ask some questions
and connect you with the right
care, Ms Weir said. ‘Health-
direct is great for anyone
who is not familiar with local
health services, are unsure
where to go to seek help, or
get healthcare advice!

Other help

Lynne Weir said, ‘We
are also fortunate to have
two Medicare Urgent Care
Clinics in the Northern NSW
region, at Lismore and a
new clinic at Tweed Heads
South, which opened last
week. These clinics offer free
Medicare-funded services for
people with non-life-threat-
ening conditions, providing
greater choice when people
need urgent or after-hours
medical care’

‘Non life-threatening inju-
ries or illnesses include minor
infections, minor fractures,
sprains, sports injuries, neck

and back pain, urinary tract
infections, and insect bites.

The Medicare Urgent Care
Clinics are open from 7.30am
to 7.30pm, seven days a week,
365 days per year, including
public holidays. They offer
same-day, bulk-billed care
with walk-in access.

The Lismore Urgent Care
Clinic, is at 33-35 Rous Road,
Goonellabah.

The Tweed Urgent Care
Clinic, is at 33-35 Corporation
Circuit, Tweed Heads South.

In the event of a life-
threatening emergency,
always call Triple Zero (000).
Ms Weir said she wanted to
thank to all NNSWLHD staff
for their commitment and
efforts during what was a
busy year for health services
in the region.

‘As 2025 ends and we
move towards 2026, I'd like
to acknowledge and thank
all staff across our hospitals
and services who continue to
provide quality care.

‘Please look after
yourselves and each other
as we come together over
the holiday season. Make
safe choices, checkin on
loved ones, stay hydrated,
and seek shade or air-con-
ditioning during extreme
temperatures. A little care
goes a long way.

For free health advice
anytime day or night, call
healthdirect on 1800 022 222.

Need support in your
language? The Translating
and Interpreting Service (TIS
National) is on 131450 and
ask for healthdirect.

More info on mental
health services and sup-
port can be found on the
NSW Health website at
www.health.nsw.gov.au.

www.echo.net.au
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In 2026,

urning 40 is impressive for a free

community newspaper held together by

caffeine, deadlines, and the collective
belief that local news is still worth printing.

In today’s modern, everything-costs-more-
than-it-should world, delivering 22,000 free
newspapers every single week is no small
miracle. Paper costs money. Printing costs
money. Fuel costs money. People who carry
bundles of newspapers and all other staff also
expect to be paid (fair enough).

A massive thank you to our advertisers for making it all possible

First National Byron Bay
Byron Shire Council
Dinos IGA Mullumbimby

Byron Bay Sotheby’s
International Realty

Ballina RSL
Mullumbimby Farmers Market
New Brighton Farmers Market

Swap a Bottle
Ray White Rural Bangalow
The Rails Hotel
Santos Organics
McGrath Byron Bay
Pro Solar Australia
Byron College
Amir Prestige
Ray White Byron Bay
Richardson Murray Law
MANA RE
Tim Miller Real Estate
Mullumbimby Chamber
Justine Elliot MP
Viridian Advisory
Byron Farmers Market
Byron Bay Beach Hotel
North Byron Hotel
O’Meara Dental
Ord Minnett
The Northern Hotel
Tamara Smith
Byron Bay Services Club

Dr Sam Gartland, Life
Medical Mullumbimby

Surfit
Rainbow Power Company
Stone & Wood
Spaghetti Circus
Mandy Nolan
Barefruit Marketing
Southern Cross University
Beds R Us Byron Bay
Cape Byron Property
Entourage
Russel Shaw Acceptance Finance
Northern Rivers Food
Bluesfest Byron Bay
Hugo Law Group
Summerland Bank
SAE
Cape Byron Rudolf Steiner School
Ray White Rural Murwillumbah

Tweed Regional Gallery
& Margaret Olley Art Centre

Blind Design Byron Bay

www.echo.net.au

Bangalow Film Festival
Byron Community Centre
Elements of Byron Resort

Nick Hart Tree Services
Book Warehouse Lismore

Global Ripple
Mr Property Services
Byron Family Law

Byron Writers Festival

Northern Rivers Podiatry

Byron Bay and Hinterland
Property

Tweed Coast Holidays n Stays
Better By Bike
Living Earth Gardens
Cactus Hill
Newy Store
Supreme TV
Coastal Dental Care
Vistara Primary School
Brunswick Valley Funerals
Northern Rivers Wildlife Hospital
MCM House
Crystalbrook Byron
Balloon Aloft
Sunbeam Solar
Avalon Home Care
Kiva Spa
Banya Bathhouse
Carsburgs
The Top Pub
Bangalow Conveyancing
BVK
Rainbow Region Kids
Ray Towers Carpets
Brunswick Picture House
Janelle Saffin
Working Windows
A Chefs Pocket
Bonito Perivian Restaurant
Lennox Head Pizza & Pasta
Eden at Byron
Byron Bay Wildlife Hospital
Don Cameron & Associates
Lifestyle Group
Mullumbimby Ex-Services Club
Roca
James Hardware Mitre 10 Mullum
Salt Creek Motorcycles
Rosefina’s Place
Raine & Horne Maclean,
Yamba, Iluka
Mullumbimby Comprehensive
Health Centre

This is where our advertisers come in. Their
decision to promote their local businesses and
events - in these pages and on our website

- is what keeps this whole operation from
becoming a very well-intentioned PDF. Quite
simply: their support is why you’re holding this
paper instead of just thinking fondly about it.

The Echo would like to stick around for another
40 years (give or take a deadline). So when you
call or email us about a daring beach rescue, a
local legend, a community event, or something

Media Placement Services

Tweed Valley Septics &
Liquid Waste

CA Construction Management
NP Conveyancing
Property Hub Byron Shire
Van Kempen & Associates
Palace Cinemas
Mullum Roots Festival
MyVet Byron
Konpak
Leafit to us
North Coast Veterinary Services
Adrians Scrap Metal
Woods Bangalow

Enspire Furniture and
Homewares

360 Earth
B & B Timbers
Ben The Plumber
Choppy Chop Tree Services
Coughran Electrical
Daryl Salisbury Concrete

East Coast Asphalt &
Concrete Edging

Essery Auto Wreckers
Full Circle Refinishing
High Point Tree Care
Leapfrog Removals
Martino Tree Services
Mullumbimby Refrigeration
Mullumbimby Removals

Northern Rivers Aqua
Pressure Cleaning

Positivelectrical
Sanctuary Pest Management
Scottys Pro Plumbing Service

Sentinel Tree Care
Spotless Gutters
Summerland Tree Services
Tallow Tree Service
The Water Shop
Tiny Earthworx
Waterscapes Byron Bay

Byron Coastal Property
Management

Australian Hotel Ballina
Ed Silk Byron Bay
Mountain Ridge Homes
Main Street Burger Bar
Three Blue Ducks
The Buttery Incorporated
Byron Bay Pork and Meats
Wright Machinery
Byron Dog Rescue Adoption

Byron Bay Camping & Disposals
Mullumbimby Tyres
The Paddock Project
Starlight Festival
Byron Bay Denture Clinic
My Geek Mate
Mark Bullivant Coffee
Always Keen
Uki Markets
Byron Shire Real Estate
Mullum Property Services
Device Trader
Bangalow Remedial Massage
North East Waste
Basq House
Mullumbimby Vet Clinic
Nudge Nudge Wink Wink
Byron Bay Bookkeeping
Gracewood Landscapes
Trunk Monk Arborist

Gondwana Landscaping and
Stone

Richmond Waste
Lox and Chain
Jan Barham
Lismore Regional Art Gallery
Flynn Gower

Byron Bay International
Film Festival

Development Signs Australia
Propriety Ltd
Island Luxe
Gaia Retreat
Destiny Cosmetic & Wellness Clinic

Shearwater Mulllumbimby
Steiner School

Beyond Byron E Bikes
Bangalow Headache Clinic
5 Stars Cleaning
Chay’s Plumbing

Byron Bay Oyster Bar
& Restaurant

Stewarts Menswear
Vae Medical Aesthetics Clinic
Devine Quality Meats
Carsburgs
Reforest Now
Gold Leaf Landscaping
Miss Tree Nursery
Into The Wild Escapes
Splosh Painting
Elgas Limited
Bisque Interiors

Real Estate of Distinction
Byron Bay

that just doesn’t seem right and needs daylight,

we’re able to chase the story thanks to the

backing of our advertisers. For this reason, we’d

like to loudly, publicly, and without irony thank
our key advertisers of 2025.

If you see them around town, feel free to give

them a nod, a smile, or a socially acceptable pat
on the back. Their support quite literally creates

the space on these pages - and helps us keep
reporting on the stories, characters, and quirks
that make this community what it is.

Byron Bay Cacao
Kiva Spa
Bell & Ford Clothing & Interiors
Bodhi Living
Son of Drum
Helios Skin Cancer Clinic
Andrew Johnston Haulage
Artisan Air Conditioning
& Refrigeration
Crystal Castle
Hotel Marvell
Two Dogs Media
Vanilla Plantation
Hotel Brunswick
Tweed Shire Museum
The Health Lodge
Red Ginger Asian Food Service
Virtual Golf Centre Ballina
Mr Vintage
Hungerford Lehmann & Andrews
Sacred Earth Holistic Funerals
No Bones
Bayshore Developments Pty Ltd
Eco Sheen Exterior Cleaning
Hands On Creations
Sunshine Sugar
Parker & French
Facilitations
Gaia Earthworks
Honey Bee Homes
Montys Metal Roofing
Ocean Blue Metal Roofing
Wandana Brewery
Flickerfest
Peter Curry Pathwise Careers
Adidam
Calardu Ballina Homemaker
E4 Electrical
Mackillop Family Services
Murwillumbah Golf Club
Anglican Parish of Byron

Paper Bark Death Care &
Home Funerals

Permastructure
North Coast TMS
MahaShe
Rotary Club Mullumbimby

Mullumbimby & District
Neighbourhood Centre

Let’s Go Surfing
Byron Ballet Inc
Byron Bay Chocolate Co
Ingrained Foundation
Nimbin Herbs

Dan’s Removals
Lord Byron Distillery
Mindful Leaders
Nimbin Roots Festival
The Bright Side Clinic
World Doctor
Mr Macintosh
Schmith Estate Agents
The Local Store
Zocalo
Krishna Village
M.V. Jasmine Byron Bay
Bay Pizza Lab
Hemp Culture
Brookfarm
Eye of Horus Cosmetics
Koala Tea Company

Northern Rivers Animal
Services Inc
Northern Rivers Ultrasound &
Imaging Specialists Pty Ltd
Elements | Love

Brunswick Heads Chamber of
Commerce

Maria’s Byron Bay
Mullum Cares
Aurum Modern Honey Mead
Byron Youth Service Inc
North Coast Ceramics
Bower Camp Co
Seven Mile Brewing Co
Bangalow Theatre Company
Wild Organic Ways
Byron Bay Singing
Lismore Produce Markets
The Larder Byron Bay
Mullumbimby Herbal
Threeways of the Valley
Antico Emporio
Habitat Workspace Pty Ltd
InHaus Wellness
Nimbus Co
Ebiya Japanese Eatery
Mullumbimby Newsagency

Mullumbimby Agricultural Show

Society Inc
Yoflo Byron Bay
Byron School of Art BSA
Azteca Margarita
Ruth Russell Realty

And everyone else who booked
even the smallest of ad spaces,
even just once. It truly all helps.

:Ll.
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Let's unpack that court loss for
Council (and Mullum residents)

ullumbimby residents fought
hard for a better outcome
than what was proposed by

developer Callum Sked on low lying land
near the showgrounds (see page 4).

As has been reported throughout,
residents say they felt unsupported by
Byron Shire Council, something that
should be of concern for all residents.

There are legitimate concerns when
a much higher density development is
built on flood-prone land next to your
home.

And it’s entirely reasonable for Coun-
cil to require any developer to construct
buildings that are sympathetic to the
landscape that exists.

Yet it’s still unclear why Council let
this DA slide into a deemed refusal.

Or why there was no staff report on
the DA ever provided publicly.

Public submissions

The December 22, 2025 Land &
Environment Court (L&EC) judgement by
Commissioner Shona Porter reveals a lot
around what she considered important,
and what led to her conclusion.

One important aspect to the judge-
ment was that public submissions carry
little weight, unless residents join with
Council in the courts.

Yet it is too costly for your average
long-term Mullumbimby resident with
modest means to join a court case, and
that’s why we rely on Council to act on
the community’s behalf.

While Commissioner Porter agreed
‘that the majority of the concerns raised
by the community are genuine and
relevant’, she believed it did not ‘rise to a
contested issue that joins the parties’, and
referred to a precedent case where it did.

Neighbour Ruth Levy told The Echo,

‘l was under no delusion that as an
objector, | did not have ‘locus standi’
(standing in court)’.

She said, ‘So, | engaged my own town

Broadcasting Wonderful News and Positive,
Encouraging Programs 24 Hours a Day

planning solicitor who provided me a
legal opinion. | was also told that to be
joined as a party to the proceedings,
would cost me north of $70,000’.

‘So, what I've realised through this
process is that only wealthy objectors,
who have big money and can afford to
be joined in these types of proceedings,
actually have a say.

Ruth adds, ‘For the community, if
Council decides it’s not in its interests
to properly defend a matter, it doesn’t
matter whether there are 100s or 1,000s
of objector submissions’.

And it also appears that a higher
weight is given to expert evidence than
to community objections, with Commis-
sioner Porter accepting this as part of
the reason for approval.

Ruth said of this aspect, ‘I think this
is the part | found the most disappoint-
ing - irrespective of the quality of one’s
experts, according to this case, their
evidence is always going to be given
more weight’

‘So, an objector with money can apply
to be joined as a party to proceedings and
engage top-brass experts, and only then
will their evidence have weight.

Also in her findings, Commissioner
Porter said the DA was, ‘highly compliant
with the key planning controls’, meaning
that Council’s policy settings will allow
much higher density in the future.

Commissioner Porter wrote, ‘I find
that the proposed development is con-
sistent with the desired future character
that is facilitated by the suite of planning
controls applying to the site

Ruth asked, ‘Who’s future desires?
Certainly, not the communitys’. This
is the largest development of its kind
in Mullumbimby and will change the
character of Mullum - is this the vision
for the future?’

Hans Lovejoy, acting editor
News tips are welcome:
editor@echo.net.au

Are we any closer to animal justice?

year to be a human, con-
sider our fellow earthlings
for a moment.

In 2025, federal legislation
was finally introduced by Labor
to stop live sheep exports (to
take effect in 2028), but the
cruel, wasteful live trade from
Australia carries on, with cattle,
goats and rock lobsters also
being shipped out in growing
numbers, whistleblowers be
damned.

Horse and greyhound racing
continues from coast-to-coast,
with state-by-state regulations
being very slow to catch up with
evidence of cruelty, and politi-
cians reluctant to act, particu-
larly after seeing what the racing
industry did to Mike Baird.

Mulesing (otherwise known
as live lamb cutting) is still hap-
pening across Australia, despite
the wool industry promising to
banitin 2010.

As for native species, duck
hunting for ‘recreation’ is still
allowed in Victoria, the Northern
Territory, South Australia and
Tasmania. Kangaroo hunting
is legal in most places, with
varying (theoretical) regulations,
and you can easily get a licence
to kill wombats, cockatoos, and
other ‘pest’ animals if you're a
property owner, without investi-
gating humane alternatives.

Shark nets remain in place
around the eastern Australian
coastline, despite evidence
that all they achieve is the slow,
pointless deaths of multiple,
non-target species.

Extinction is forever

Next year we commemorate
100 years since the last thylacine
died in captivity, but Australians
appear to have learned nothing
from this tragedy.

2025 began with 42 additions
to the national threatened spe-
cies list, including 21 animals, 20
plants and one entire ecological
community. This happened
under the watch of the Albanese
government, which committed
to ‘no new extinctions’ in 2022,

I fyou think it’s been a tough

2025 began with 42
additions to the national
threatened species list’

David Lowe

before allowing the destruction
of twice as much threatened
species habitat in 2024 as it
greenlitin 2023.

The latest animal to officially
go extinct was the Christmas
Island shrew (that’s 39 Austral-
ian mammals gone forever
since colonisation), with the
critically endangered Maugean
skate probably not far behind,
under the disgusting, polluting
pressure of the farmed salmon
industry.

Altogether there are now
almost 2,500 animals, plants
and ecosystems facing extinc-
tion in Australia.

As the climate emergency
makes everything steadily
worse, natural ecosystems
continue to be destroyed by
humans for everything from
housing to coal mines, factory
farms to forestry, roads to
renewable energy infrastructure.

For many species, the future
looks incredibly grim.

So what can governments do?

With the new federal environ-
ment laws set to return more
power to the states, this is likely
to be bad news for animals in
many places, but the news isn’t
all bad.

After years of sustained
community pressure, the Labor
Minns government recently
agreed to deliver on its long-
promised Great Koala National
Park. Too little, too late? Maybe,
but it’s much better than
nothing.

Also in NSW, negotiations
between Labor and the shooting
lobby to increase the number of
guns in parks and the amount of
shooting happening across the
state under the guise of ‘conser-
vation hunting’ are now highly
unlikely to proceed, although
animal welfare is not the reason.

In a decision which continues
to divide animal-lovers, John
Barilaro’s protection of intro-
duced horses in alpine national
parks was finally swept aside,
due to the devastation they are
causing in the country romanti-
cised by Banjo Paterson.

Also this year, Animal Justice
Party representatives in NSW,
Victoria and Western Australia
celebrated their role in banning
puppy farming, protecting
blue gropers, outlawing
glue traps, and improving
funding for wombat mange
treatment, animal rescue and
cat de-sexing programs, as well
as strengthening animal sexual
abuse laws.

Federally, the Australian
code for the care and use of
animals for scientific purposes
is currently under review, and
there are also calls to increase
penalties for international
animal smuggling, with over
4,000 illegal wildlife shipments
intercepted by Australian Border
Force each year, and many more
likely going undetected.

Wildlife hospitals recently
received new and much-needed
funding, and $5 million has been
committed over four years to the
renewal of the Australian Animal
Welfare Strategy, but these steps
look insignificant compared to
changes in other jurisdictions.

Maybe Australian nature
needs a bumper sticker: ‘I can’t
vote but | keep you alive’. In
2026, let’s hope our politicians
have a bit more respect for what
makes this country precious,
and unique.

B David Lowe is an award-
winning filmmaker, writer and
photographer with particular
interests in the environment and
politics.
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Love the creator

I’m a religion-weary Aus-
tralian. I’'m a product of a
country where our ancient
race of original people were
ripped away from their roots
by ‘well-meaning’ Christians.

But | love Jesus. | get the
story, it’s good - Jesus came
to Earth 2025 years ago with
a message of peace. Two
messages actually - 1. Love
the creator 2. Love each
other. Thatis all.

Organised religions on
all sides are still causing
division all these years later.
I don’t think the majority
of Australians want any of
it. We want peace. We want
sunshine. We want to enjoy
being the ‘lucky country’.
Part of that ‘luck’ (for us non-
Indigenous Aussies anyway)
is the fact that the country
was colonised only 200 or
SO years ago so we’ve man-
aged to avoid many wars.
We don’t want that luck to
change.

Australian immigration
has continued to open its
borders to people from all
over the world. It makes for
an interesting nation (and
amazing food), and our
multiculturalism is a part of
Australia’s identity.

‘We are one, but we are
many, and from all the lands
on Earth we come. We share
adream, and sing with one
voice. | am, you are, we are
Australian.

We can not forget the
shared dream. We can not
divide ourselves over the
choices that other nations’
governments decide.

We should not boycott
Russia, Israel, Palestine, Iran,
or even New Zealanders
because they don’t know the
real name for thongs.

We should not fight
other’s wars. We should
not be swayed by other
governments. We should
not put our resources into
other country’s agendas.

We should not be bribed by
other nations’ governments
to become a voice for them
and their agenda. We should
not treat anyone as lesser
than ourselves. All lives
matter. All souls are equal in
the eyes of the truth.

We are one and we are
many. We are not taking
sides and we should always
remember the peaceful mes-
sage of that wise little guy
born 2025 years ago.

Love the creator. Love
each other. That s all.

Sheri Buob
Mullumbimby

Response to Heilpern
David Heilpern’s editorial
(Echo 17/12) should have had
a ‘mea culpa’

His past Echo posts
include poo-pooing the
tens of thousands of Israeli
Muslims who have joined the
Israeli armed forces, and who
fought and died alongside
their Jewish compatriots in
Gaza, (bolstered by another
1,500 Israeli Muslims who
voluntarily joined the Israeli
army post the Hamas mas-
sacre of both Israeli Jews
and Muslims).

He defended calling out
the Hamas Charter quote for
an Islamist armed takeover
of Israel ‘From the River to
the Sea’.

He dissed the federal
government’s antisemitism
report, but made no com-
ment on the Islamaphobia
report.

He has been running the
Greens anti-Israel line, where
their two-faced Greens
deputy leader, repeatedly
asked by a reporter, repeat-
edly refused to condemn
Hamas, and marched after
the Hamas massacre with
those that support the
Hamas attack, but posted
her fake condolences for the
Bondi massacre.

And where the Greens,
including the Byron Greens
Councillors, boycotted the
recent Mayors Conference
on Antisemitism on the
Gold Coast (attended by 250
mayors and councillors and
human rights organisations).

And where the elected
Greens member in Newtown
said exactly the same thing,
(using a Nazi allegory of
Jewish tentacles controlling
the world), as the 60 Neo

Cartoon by Jamie Hoile

profit-making for billionaires
has arrived, promising better
times for families, children,
artists, boozers and the
whole township.

‘We live in a plutocracy.
Big business prevails... the
destruction of native forests,
along the cascading tragedy
of global warming, is stirring
the public’ (Bob Brown Defi-
ance 2025 p.198).

The east coast of Australia
is scientifically predicted to
face a three-metre rise in sea
levels within 50 years. Other
thinkers predict 25 years if
we apply the current trend of
floods surrounding Australia,
eg. Sumatra, Indonesia,
Torres Strait Islands. Larger
critical issues demand local
vision for the future.

Plutocracy is the
antithesis of democracy.

Itis a ‘state’ in which the
power is in the hands of the
wealthy. Thus we witness
the institutional rise of the
plutocrat and consequent
plutocratic social structures,

Nazis calling for ‘the abolish-
ment of the Jewish lobby’.
Heilpern’s editorial says ‘its
nottime to..., asif his, and
the Greens, actions on Israel
were separate to, and hadn’t
inflamed, the anti-Jewish
toxic situation that resulted
in Bondi. David Heilpern and
the Greens, there’s blood on
your hands.

You and the Greens have
consistently ignored that
the same Islamist hatred
of Jews that has resulted
in the Bondi massacre, is a
significant part of fuelling the
massacres of Jews in Isreal
for the last 77 years.

Perhaps Mr Heilpern,
in the new year, while
you continue to condemn
Israel to the same violence,
significantly driven by the
same ideology as Bondi, you
may consider facilitating
conciliation for, at least, the
elimination of the increasing
hostility to Byron’s Jewish
residents and business’s,
and for a safe and peaceful
Australia.

John Lazarus
Byron Bay

W Aresponse to this letteris
online: www.echo.net.au.

SEP and democracy
As the huge sky-reaching
crane machines penetrate
the astral atmosphere
above the Byron township,
questions abound; bewilder-
ment, loss of trust, honesty,
transparency and justice
permeate the soul and spirit
of the good democratic
souls of common folk in the
community.

The Special Entertainment
Precinct (SEP), a colonis-
ing hedonistic model of

WED 31 DEC
THU 1 JAN
FRI 2 JAN

SUN 4 JAN
MON 5 JAN

Letters to the Editor and cartoons

Send your letters to the Editor: editor@echo.net.au. Deadline: Noon, Friday. Letters longer
than 200 words may be cut. Letters already published in other papers will not be considered.
Please include your full name, address and phone number for verification purposes.

www.echo.net.au

TUES 6 JAN
WED 7 JAN

eg, abuse of power, secrecy,
backscratching, dark-dealing,
hood-winking the public,
‘othering the public’ to
deflect the possibility of
intentions and exposure, and
other under-world features
that aid greed. Mythically,
Pluto is the God of the lower
world, formed in the interior
of the earth by the forces of
heat; igneous rocks. It is a
power that walks naked and
devouring to the undetecting
and untrained eye. Its effects
are devastating socially, but
enchanting and seductive

to the life forces that lack
humane social convictions.
Plutonian power seeks and
grabs onto pre-determined
outcomes. It lacks humility,
that would be anincurable
rash to its supremacy. Worse
still it avoids any force that
demands integrity. Integrity,
belongs to democracy an
instinctual/eternal life giving
force.

The plutocratic legacy is
always ‘power-over-all’ and
trauma to the deceived. It is
the boldest and most potent
of political tricksters. Yes a
huge challenge to democ-
racy, but she is flexible, open,
defiant, embracing, caring,
courageous, consultative;
bestowing mutual aid,
respect and transparency.

At times she forgets she is
bound to an eternal struggle,
but that is when her engine
needs oiling with the power
of civil society and the
demands of Mother Earth.

At this juncture, thanks
to Chris Hanley and folk;
they have held up the ‘no
trust mirror to the dominant
plutocrats’... the vast major-
ity of civil society do not want
the SEP in Byron. There will
be casualties but a caring bus
will be provided to aid them
home... better than the SEP

booze bus. The real struggle
is about rights for all and
oxygen for democracy. Direct
focus on same will prevail.
Jo Faith
Newtown

MPs’ economy flights
In response to controversies
engulfing senior ministers,
Australia-wide travel for
family members will be
removed, and partner travel
will be limited.

Never vote for a sitting
politician - it saves the
nation a fortune (our earn-
ings paid in taxes), and lets
them know they’re just like
us - mere working-class
plebs.

lan Pratt
Bilinga

Gun reform and
Recreational hunting
After the initial shock and
trauma of the Bondi Beach
shootings, people are asking
why the shooters had six
high-powered firearms, and
why are we being told they
were all legally owned?

National Cabinet has
unanimously agreed to
an overdue revision of
gun laws. Recent research
shows that there are four
million guns in the hands
of civilians, and it appears
that getting a category A or
B licence (which includes
high-powered shotguns and
‘repeater’ rifles) is not diffi-
cult, requiring only a simple
assessment as a ‘fit and
proper person’ and a reason
the shooter ‘needs’ the gun.
This can include citing the
obscene term ‘recreational
hunting’.

Recreational hunting can
only be interpreted as killing
for fun. The International
Handbook of Animal Abuse
» Continued on page 13
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ON SALE WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAY
FRESH PRODUCE

KP Mangoes Red Paw Paw Watermelon Blueberries 125¢
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FROM THE DELI MEAT SPECIALS

Organic Beef Mince  Organic Scotch Fillet Turkey Breast Sliced  Streaky Bacon
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UNBELIEVABLE GREAT PRICE

&

WE STAND BEHIND OUR FRESH FOOD

We guarantee our fresh food will always be fresh, or we’ll replace it and refund your money.*

DINO’S IGA MULLUMBIMBY

62 BURRINGBAR STREET » PH 6684 2207

*Conditions apply. Specials available Wednesday 31/12/25 — Sunday 04/01/26. Limits may apply. We reserve the right to correct printing errors.

IGA COMMUNITY CHEST
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Letters

» Continued from page 11
and Cruelty states that
‘individuals with a history of
animal cruelty were highly
likely to be involved in other
types of criminal behaviours
including, but not limited to,
assault, domestic violence
and stealing” Hunting is inef-
fective in controlling animal
numbers while it always
involves appalling acts of
cruelty. Itis not a sport,

nor should it be considered
entertainment.

The Bondi shooters
appear to have trained with
0.308 calibre ammunition,
usually used to hunt larger
animals. To those who see
other humans as unworthy
of life, humans (in this case
Jewish ones) are just such
large animals. The solution
the Commonwealth and
state governments should
be imposing is to ban all so-
called recreational hunting.
Tolerating acts of violence
towards any animalisa
dangerto all.

Dr Desmond Bellamy
PETA Australia
Sydney

Aland us

Yuval Harari, the author of
Sapiens which has sold over
50 million copies in 65 lan-
guages, is probably the most
influential historian and
philosopher of our time.

He talks about how we
humans are organic beings,
animals, who need to work
and rest and sleep and reju-
venate. This has been our lot
for hundreds of thousands
of years. If we don’t rest our
limbic system we go mad.
(The limbic system is a group
of brain structures that
regulate emotions, behavior,
motivation and memory).

The psychology of many
people is still rooted in
things that shaped our
behavior 50,000 years ago,
primitive instincts such as
mistrust of strangers and
territorial disputes, which is
why it is so easy for populists
to stir up anti-migrant senti-
ments and enlist angry and
fanatical followers, easily
convinced migrants are
going to displace their race,
take their jobs and change
their culture.

Inorganic beings like bots
and Al don’t need to rest.
They are working at the
speed of light 24/7, digesting
vast volumes of data with
memories that never forget.
These algorithms are buying
and selling all day and night
on the stockmarket, select-
ing the most sensational
events to determine what
appears in the daily news
cycle. Harari believes these
inorganic beings are a far
greater threat to people’s

www.echo.net.au

livelihoods and well-being
than migrants, but they have
sneaked up on usin plain
sight, because most people
are still unaware of the
threat they pose.

Crazy conspiracy theories
that may have once reached
hundreds have become click-
bait for hundreds of millions,
the more outrageous, the
more clicks, generating new
wealth for pedophiles, porn
brokers, incels, terrorists,
or any cohort who sets the
bait. Al has learned what
works and is creating its own
click-bait, all programmed
to funnel ever greater wealth
back to the tech giants. In
the USA, corporations were
granted the same rights as
people, as a way of getting
around corporate payments
to politicians. Yuval foresees
a time when Al bots may also
be granted the same rights
as people in the USA.

Yuval said he thinks he
may now be writing his last
book, because he already
concedes Al is writing
better than he can. There
are dozens of Yuval Harari’s
videos on Youtube. It is well
worth taking a look.

Mike Balson
Upper Wilson’s Creek

Is Netanyahu
increasing
antisemitism?

When are people going to
call out the person most
responsible for increasing
antisemitism throughout the
world; Benjamin Netanyahu?

Netanyahu, the Israeli
government, and the
Israeli Defence Force are
responsible for promoting
antisemitism right across
the world. But they are not
representative of all the
world’s Jews.

| say to those who are
antisemitic because of
Israel’s genocide in Gaza
and ethnic cleansing of the
occupied West Bank, you
are misguided. A great many
Jews oppose what Israel is
doing and support Palestin-
ian sovereignty so blaming
Jews or Judaism for Israel’s
crimes is irrational.

The Jewish Council of
Australia asked the federal
government to sanction
Israel. Over 200 Jews were
arrested in New York for
blocking an entrance to
Grand Central Station in a
pro-Palestine rally. There
are numerous examples
of Jews, both inside and
outside Israel, supporting the
Palestinian cause.

If you are outraged by the
genocide in Gaza direct your
blame where it belongs; at
Israel not at Jews.

Warren Kennedy
Mullumbimby

Free Palestine?

I’m just wondering what
people mean when they
chant ‘Free Palestine!’ There
are pretty much no countries
between Morocco and
Pakistan that champion the
Western ideals of ‘freedom’.
In fact the only country that
doesis Israel.

In Israel all citizens
(including their 20+ per cent
Muslim population) have
equal rights, can rise to the
highest levels in any profes-
sion (including government,
judiciary, military, police),
can dress however they
want, have sex with whoever
they want (regardless of
gender or marital status),
they have the right to
protest, worship where they
want, badmouth the govern-
ment, etc. You want to try
any of thatin Iraq, Iran or
Afghanistan? Or Gaza?

Since the barely held
together ceasefire in Gaza,
Hamas has been rounding
up people and executing
them for not being Hamas-
ey enough! Is that your idea
of a free Palestine? As long
as religious nutjobs are in
charge, no part of the Middle
East will ever be ‘free’ by any
Western definition of the
word.

Then there’s the ‘glo-
balise the Intifada’ chant.
Well the Intifada came to
Bondi recently and if you
endorse that you’re really
not Australian.

Of course | expect the
standard responses to this,
parroting mindless nonsense
about colonisation, geno-
cide, apartheid and whatnot
but | genuinely wonder what
you think a ‘free Palestine’
looks like.

Think about what you are
actually chanting for.

Anthony Dwyer
Ocean Shores

Thank you
Nicole Phillips

Thank you Nicole for your
letter in last week’s Echo,
expressing exactly what
almost ALL Jews in Australia
are feeling re the lack of
leadership, cowardice

and incompetence of the
Albanese government as well
as the blind one-sided bias,
especially from the ABC, SBS
and the Greens that simply
must have contributed to
where we are today.

People love dead Jews,
they express the shock and
how sorry they are for what
has happened in Bondi, yet
it’s business as usual with
their ridiculously biased
Jihadi supporting rhetoric
continuing in the same
breath.

» Continued on page 14
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handsome fellow that he is.

On the wing - Albert S lyrebird

Byron Bird Buddies

magine ourselves in
I a lush, Gondwana

rainforest somewhere
amongst the Border Ranges.
It's a cloudy day with a slight
drizzle dampening the air.
All around, towering Ant-
arctic beech, palms, myrtle,
kamala, wattle, ash trees and
S0 many more - tattooed
with moss and lichen, and
knotted together by a tangle
of liana vines - reach for the
sun. Birds flit through the
canopy, their calls resound-
ing around the forest.

Suddenly, a strange
‘gronking’ sound - followed
by a volley of bird calls pep-
pered with chirps, creaks,
trills, wingbeats and other
unusual noises, interrupts
our rainforest reverie. Is this
awarning? Perhaps there’s
a snake nearby. After a few
moments, there’s another
‘gronk’ and the rapid fire
of alternating bird calls
resumes: kookaburra, cat-
bird, currawong, honeyeater,
king parrot, whipbird, crim-
son rosella, cockatoo...

We can’t see any of these
birds yet their calls all seem
to come from the same place.
What on earth is going on?
The penny finally drops.

We’ve been tricked by one of
Australia’s greatest mimics
- Menura alberti, commonly
known as Albert’s lyrebird.

French ornithologist
Charles Bonaparte, nephew
of the famous Napoleon,
is officially listed as having
named this bird after then
reigning Queen Victoria’s
consort, Prince Albert.
Renowned British ornitholo-
gist, John Gould, named the
bird first, but in a publication
released after Bonaparte’s
announcement...

On his carefully
constructed and lovingly
tended display platform, a
magnificent Albert’s lyrebird
struts his stuff. Oh to be
the object of his attention,
the one to whom this fancy

footwork, full body gyrations,

‘shake’n all over’ movement
is directed. His seductive,
feathery tail-veil is swept up
and over his body and head,
offering occasional glimpses
of the strong, clever,

As with the better-known
and more widespread superb
lyrebird (Menura novaehol-
landiae), our Albert’s lyrebird
males go to great lengths
to woo their sweethearts,
beginning with fastidious
selection of the perfect place
in which to fashion, groom,
maintain and refurbish as
required, a stage where their
good looks and exceptional
talents can be displayed.
‘Our’ lyrebird is found only in
restricted pockets of south-
eastern Queensland and
north-eastern New South
Wales.

There s still much to
learn about Albert’s lyrebird
- including evidence of
details as basic as the size of
its population and the key
threats to its survival. We are
fortunate to have the folk at
the Albert’s Lyrebird Conserv-
ancy, including Byron Bird
Buddies’ Vicki Sloane, who
deploy cameras and sound
recorders to collect data
non-intrusively. Gathering,
analysing and publishing
this information in scientific
papers helps safeguard our
Albert’s lyrebird’s future.

To join or for more
information please email

byronbirdbuddy@gmail.com.
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ENTER YOUR SHORT STORY HERE:

Story submission and questions at:
www.creativemullum.org.au/short-story-comp

&cho
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ADULTS
1ST PRIZE:

$1,000

UNDER 18S
1ST PRIZE:

$500

A HOST
OF OTHER
PRIZES!

The Echo is joining forces with Creative Mullum to re-launch the
Echo Short Story Competition. Select stories will be published in
The Byron Shire Echo and The Echo Online at www.echo.net.au.

Budding writers, old timers and first-time flyers are invited to submit a story
of 500-1,500 words using the hook ‘The Hitchhiker. The hook can be buried
in a sentence, far off in the distance, it could be the name of a band playing
at a pub, or it could be the centrepiece of your story!

Stories will be judged by local writers and industry experts. Submissions
are open to anyone in the Northern Rivers. Selected finalists will be invited
to present stories in a live story-telling performance at the very first
‘Mullum Moth’ hosted by Mandy Nolan and Creative Mullum, on 1 April 2026.

The sooner you get your story in, the sooner we can start selecting stories
that will be published in The Echo in print and online at www.echo.net.au.
Each writer is able to submit up to, but no more than two entries.
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» Continued from page 13
Throwing money at us to
build higher walls around
our children and communi-
ties and changing gun laws
are not the solution, they are
just a coward’s way of kick-
ing the can down the road.
Radical Islamists also want
to kill non-radical Muslims
as can be seen yet again
with the Muslim hero who
risked certain death and
disarmed one of the blood
thirsty terrorists at Bondi,
only to now have to live in
fear from Islamic extremist
assasins for the rest of his
life? Wake Up!
Danny Wakil
Billinudgel

Sympathy for
Dr Phillips

Dr Nicole Phillips has my
sympathies. Her pain and
suffering are apparent
(Heilpern’s editorial, Echo
Letters, Dec 23), but I'm
guessing her doctorate isn’t
in history. She manages to
completely overlook the
pain and suffering inflicted
on the Palestinian people
by Zionist ideology and
the modern state of Israel,
and characterises those
who object to the infliction
of such suffering as being
‘complicit in a jihadist war’.

Objectors of Jewish
ethnicity she dismisses as
‘outliers’. | wonder if German
people who objected to
Nazi policies in the 1930s
shared that label. | would
like to remind Doctor Phillips
of George Bernard Shaw’s
aphorism: ‘Reasonable
people adapt themselves
to the world. Unreasonable
people attempt to adapt
the world to themselves. All
progress therefore depends
upon unreasonable people,
orin the doctor’s language,
outliers.

For an outlier, or more
humane perspective, might
| suggest that the good
doctor reads The General’s
Son: Journey of an Israeli in
Palestine, by Miko Peled. It’s
available in the local library
system, where | believe
other works by outliers are
also available.

Doctor, my paternal
grandparents were slaugh-
tered at Auschwitz in 1945.
Bornin 1948, | never knew
them, but | surmise that if
they shared the kindness
and compassion that charac-
terised my father, they’d be
turning in their graves at the
atrocities being committed
in their name. Surely, ‘never
again’ only makes sense if it
is applied universally.

John Mester
Clunes

A Putin apologist?
Putin apologist, John
Scrivener is at it again. It
seems he’s overdosed on
the FBS (formerly known as
the KGB) extensive online
propaganda machine when
he claims the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine has been a
tremendous success.

Nothing could be further
from the truth. Over one
million Russians sacrificed
by the Putin dictatorship in a
war that stalled within weeks
and whose front lines have
been largely static since.

Tens of thousands of Rus-
sian mothers have lost their
sons for just a few kilometres
of now uninhabited land.

Most offensive of all, is
John’s claim that this blood-
bath is entirely Ukraines
fault and that Russia is
indeed the victim!

Blaming the invaded
nation for starting a war is
a bit like the rapist blaming
his victim for the clothes
she’s wearing. Twisted and
delusional! Hitler said the
same thing when he invaded
Poland in 1939.

We all know that every
nation involved in any
war has ulterior motives.
However, Ukraines motive is
simply to survive.

It cannot end the war
without surrendering to its
former Imperialist landlord.
To their credit, Ukrainians
have largely held back vastly
more numerous Russian
forces. There’s nothing like
a brutal foreign invasion to
motive people. In war, the
kind of resistance the aver-
age Ukrainian has shown is
worth a million tanks and
guns.

I ask John that if Australia
were invaded by a aggres-
sive neighbour 10 times our
size; if Australian citizens
were indiscriminately
murdered by foreign forces;
if Australian cities were
destroyed beyond recogni-
tion; if Australian children
were kidnapped and taken
abroad to be raised by
invader families or if Austral-
ians were given ultimatums
by corrupt foreign dictators
(who clearly has no value for
the lives of his own people,
let alone yours), would you
just roll over and say sur-
render is inevitable?

Most of us would say,
never!

We should be doing
more to help Ukraine. One
day Ukraine’s fate could be
Taiwans or even ours. That
is why thuggish Russian
behaviour on the world
stage must not succeed.

Simon Alderton
Byron Bay

Upping the
antisemitism

We have known for decades
that Netanyahu claims

that any criticism of Israel

is a result of antisemitism

in order to portray any

such criticism as nothing
but an unjustified form

of racism against Jews.
Now Australia’s political
leaders, including Prime
Minister Albanese, claim
that all opposition against
Israel and its Jewish

and other supportersin
Australia is motivated only
by antisemitism, as if such
opposition only comes from
a bunch of racist Nazis.

The massacre of
Australian Jews at Bondi
a fortnight ago was not
motivated by racist Nazi
antisemitism but was a
result of Israeli treatment
of Palestinians since 1948,
particularly during the past
two years in the Gaza strip.
Of course Netanyahu claims
that this is a response to the
Hamas attack on 7 October,
2023. What has occurred in
the Gaza strip since that date
has not been a war against
an armed opposition, like
the Russian war against
Ukraine, but a massacre
of tens of thousands of
innocent Palestinians,
mostly women and children
who had no participation in
the 7 October attack.

Only one side in that
conflict had an air force,
artillery, tanks and all the
other machinery of modern
warfare, practically all
supplied by the US. I think
Trump continues to uniquely
supply Israel with weapons
of war at no cost.

As long as Australian Jews
continue to ally themselves
with Israel and support
this barbarism which
Palestinians have suffered
in one form or another
since 1948 they cannot
expect friendly and peaceful
treatment by all sectors of
the Australian population.

No other immigrant
group in Australia is treated
similarly. All Australians
except Aborigines and
Torres Strait Islanders are
immigrants. Australia was
known as terra nullius by
the British colonists. | clearly
remember when Palestine
was called, by Israelis, a land
without people for a people
without land, They’re still a
bunch of colonists.

Michael Trevaskis
Alstonville

» Letters to the editor
letter are also published
in The Echo online:
www.echo.net.au/letters.

www.echo.net.au



Crossword by Stephen Clarke #88
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SOa p bOX www.echo.net.au/soap-box

Change the World

¢ ever doubt that a small group
of thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the world;
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has’
Margaret Mead said that. She died
in 1978, but the words of this American

||
23
cultural anthropologist still ring true. | ~ .=.=.=.
hear it repeated often. But today I really _ _ o »
= HEEEEN
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24
~ AmE
d H N
thought about it. .....
It's not governments who push pro- . . .
gressive change. It’s progressive people
and movements who reach through

with a voice so loud and true, that Cryptic Clues Quick Clues
powerful people have to listen. ACROSS ACROSS
Sometimes when you feel like one ] ; 1. Small fairy briefly left with 1. Artist’s depiction of themselves
small voice in a sea of injustice, the agi- MAKE IT YOR THING FOR 2 characteristic likeness (4-8) “-8)
tati the di fort and th ’ hback 10. On reflection, shoeis too tightto  10. Affectionate term for a foot (7)
ation, the discomiort an € pushbac accommodate foot (7) 11. French verse form with repeating

feels pointless. And in NSW, in a country
where we celebrate our first world
freedoms, under anti-protest laws you

lines (7)
12. Relating to the countryside (5)
13. Small colourful parrot (8)

11. Discordant drone a uniform style
of composition (7)
12. Country right beside mountain

can . s range (5) . 15. Theatre or concert promoter (10)
get arrested. American activist Tarana Burke 13. A playboy cuddled by favourite !
. .. ¢ , . Rk 16. Person who employs something (4)
Seems counterintuitive that the state sparked the ‘Me Too’ movement in bird (8)

18. Seabird or one who is easily
deceived (4)

20. Thin pasta strands (10)

22. Unlikely venture or distant
photograph (4,4)

24. Hurled or threw carelessly (5)

26. Butcher’s heavy chopping knife (7)

27. Organ that stores urine (7)

28. Very long time (7,5)

DOWN

15. Promoter has broken promise to
keep IRA out (10)

16. Employer sure to be corrupt (4)
18. Mogul likes to hold bird (4)

20. Contemptible people, mostly
Group One, have pasta (10)

22. Far out picture, nothing like
‘The Favourite’! (4,4)

24. Cast gets second breather (5)

26. Intellectual astronaut initially

2006. She wanted to break the silence
surrounding sexual assault, rape and
harassment, and empower women
through empathy and strength in num-
bers. Her work sits at the intersection of
sexual violence and racial justice. As an
activist and community organiser, she
created a movement that cut through

have arrested a 97-year-old man for
blocking the world’s biggest coal port,
but the billionaire who's profiteered
from the climate change-causing fossil
fuel extraction, that will one day cause
the death of millions, gets another tax
break. When it comes to upholding long-
term community safety, my hero is the

I's not
governments
who push

o )
97-year-old man. p g the dominant narrative. confined to chopper (7) 2. Self-indulgent behaviour (3,4)
| often wonder how people keep ro re881ve In 2019, Greta Thunberg started the 2. :i'ﬁgtalgﬂ‘(*%""'th snake that’s 3. Member of certain infantry

regiments (8)
Kitchen appliance for baking (4)
Solid ground (5,5)

‘School Strike for Climate’ as a lone
action outside Sweden’s parliament,

going. How they find the energy to keep
resisting. For all of those good people

28. Teacher has answers primarily young
listeners needed for a long time (7,5)

change. It’s

N o oA

who have decided not to sit back, for - every Friday. In less than a year six DOWN Temporary inability to breathe (5)
those who lean forward on peace and p g million people attended strikes glob- 2. Roget’s new internet protocol a Greek hero who slew the Minotaur
non-violence, on social justice, on a ro re881ve ally. Now she stands loudly against boost to his image (3,4) (7)

. . . 3. Sufi mysteriously left one old inter’
home for all, on racial equality, on a safe genocide. queen for soldier (3) 8. Sprinter’s start platform (3,5).
. . . ) X 9. Clumsy person who drops things
and inclusive world, and on protection e() e. There are so many people and 4. Witches caught out with baker (4) (13)
and conservation of wild creatures and movements absent from this list. | don’t 5. Em:hO(l;";)ed fear more constanton 14 Track for horse racing (10)
arth (5,

. ) 17. Blade-fitted boot for frozen rinks
6. Onsets of anxiety perhaps not entirely (3,5

activated by sleep disorder (5) 19. Flax seed used for oil (7)

Unfinished papers on American T
mythical hero (7) 21. Wash clothes or legitimise illegally
8. Unwind black stringt l obtained money (7)
. Unwind black string to revea ;
launch pad for athletes (8,5) 23 Num.berc'ufdea.dly sins (5) .
. Goat and rats who keep dropping 25. Wading bird with curved bill (4)
things (13)
14. Romeo gets good service at rough-
sounding sporting venue (10)
. Kill fish with sporting footwear (3,5)
. Nitrogen in refined diesel, a source
of 0il (7)

have the space to list them all. Make
your own. When you feel despairing,
read their stories. And remember there 7.
is one common thread that we need to
make real change. Something missing
from our political stage, missing from 9
our corporate leaders, missing from our
grand narrative.

Something these quiet changemak- 17
ers have in spades. 1

Nelson Mandela spent 27 years in Courage.
prison for his role in fighting South Afri- Make it your thing for ’26. Eéﬁ?;‘:‘g;gf;%’?%de"
ca’s apartheid policy. In 1994 he became 23. 0dd number of seconds not odd! (5)
South Africa’s first democratically- B The Echo’s coverage of political 2
elected leader. When he walked free issues will remain as comprehensive
from Victor Verster Prison he emerged and fair as it has ever been, outside this
as a symbol of resilience, forgiveness opinion column which, as always, con-
and leadership. tains Mandy’s personal opinions only.

wild spaces, then it’s good to remember
that while it may feel impossible,
change can happen. And very often it
was those considered ‘voiceless’ who
made the difference.

In the 1960s, Vincent Lingiari led
200 stockmen on the famous ‘Wave
Hill Walk-Off’ for fair pay and decent
working conditions. This sparked the
Gurindji people to demand the return
of their lands. Hence the famous pic of
Whitlam pouring soil into the hands of
the Traditional Owner.

Malala Yousafzai was 15 years old
when she was shot in the head on her
school bus by a Taliban gunman, for her
activism in promoting girls’ education.
She had given her first speech on school

closings when she was 11. Thanks to
Malala, children in Pakistan have the
right to access free education. Her
words still ring true: ‘Let us pick up our
books and pens. They are our most
powerful weapons.

Last week’s solution #87

o
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. Picnic raider is circling dump
endlessly (4)

= If you would like to provide

any feedback to Stephen Clarke
about his crosswords please email:
crosswordfeedback@echo.net.au

STARS

Wishing all readers
a smooth cruise into
the new year with
this distillation of
wit and wisdom
from your fellow
sun signs...
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CAPRICORN THE GOAT

www.echo.net.au

ARIES: In this world there is room for
everyone. More than machinery, we need
humanity. More than cleverness, we need
kindness and gentleness. Without these
qualities, life will be violent. You have

the power to create happiness, to make
this life a wonderful adventure. - Charles
Chaplin, Arian actor.

TAURUS: There isn’t a right way things
should be. There’s just what happens,
and what we do. A good plan isn’t one
where someone wins, it’s where nobody
thinks they’ve lost. And sometimes it’s
better to light a flamethrower than curse
the darkness. - Terry Pratchett, Taurian
author.

GEMINI: / feel the suffering of millions.
And yet, when | look up at the sky, |
somehow feel that everything will change
for the better, that this cruelty too will
end, that peace and tranquillity will return
once more. - Anne Frank, 15-year-old
Gemini diarist, written during WWII.

CANCER: Cynicism is idiotic. Fear is a
bad habit. Love is an act of heroic genius.
Pleasure is your birthright. Life gives you
exactly what you need, exactly when

you need it. The universe is a prodigious
miracle created for your amusement and
illumination. - Rob Brezsny, Cancerian
astrologer.

LEO: Love isn’t an emotion or an instinct:
it’s an art. Anything worth doing is worth
doing slowly. Those who are easily
shocked should be shocked more often.
An ounce of performance is worth pounds
of promises. Don’t ever make the same
mistake twice - unless it pays. - Mae
West, Leo screen icon.

VIRGO: There’s a crack in everything,
that’s how the light gets in. A sip of wine,
a cigarette, and then it’s time to go... So
come my friends, be not afraid, we are so

lightly here. It is in love that we are made;

in love we disappear. - Leonard Cohen,
Virgo poet.

LIBRA: /sn’t this enough? Just this beautiful,
complex, wonderfully unfathomable world?
How does it so fail to hold our attention that
we diminish it with cheap, man-made myths
and monsters? We must think critically, not
only about the ideas of others, but our own
beliefs and prejudices. - Tim Minchin, Libran
songwriter.

SCORPIO: The only unique contribution
we will ever make in this world will be born
of our creativity. Creativity is the power
that lives in all of us: it is not a luxury, it is
essential if we want to make meaning. As
long as we’re creating, we’re cultivating
meaning. - Brene Brown, Scorpio
academic.

SAGITTARIUS: Rather than spending all

our time watching stupid people doing
stupid things on reality TV shows, why don’t
we spend a few minutes each day reading
about good people doing good things? We've
got toimprove ourselves as a species or
we’re absolutely doomed. - Billy Connolly,
Sagittarian comedian.

CAPRICORN: The world is far more
subtle and miraculous than you thought.
The meaning of life is just to be alive. Yet
everybody rushes around as if it were
necessary to achieve something beyond
themselves. Nirvana is where you are,
provided you don’t object to it.

- Alan Watts, Capricorn Buddhist.

AQUARIUS: There’s many ways to become
an enlightened human being, but the
shortest is always through loving someone.
Ifyou don’t know how to treat the ones you
love then how are you going to treat those
you don’t know, or who are your enemies?
- Shakira, Aquarian performer.

PISCES: | am glad that | paid so little
attention to good advice; had | abided by
it might have been saved from some of
my most valuable mistakes. Please give
me some good advice in your next letter - |
promise not to follow it. - Edna St. Vincent
Millay, Piscean poet.
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Rosefina’s Mexican

Thursday/Friday open from 4pm to late
Happy Hour 4pm to 5.30pm

Saturday 12 to 2.30pm, 5pm to late
Sunday 12.30 to 8pm

8/10 Wilfred St, Billinudgel
www.rosefinas.place

BANGALOW

Rosefina’s is going
street-style with
BBQ tacos for
Sunday lunch

Lennox Pizza

. . |
4/74 Ballina St, Lennox Head Views, Brews, Cocktails, Beats, and Eats!

Live Music Friday, Sunday.
Bookings essential.
Head to lennoxpizza.com
Follow on Insta: @lennoxpizza

Open Mon-Thurs from 3pm
Fri-Sun from 12pm

Online pick up orders
available daily 12pm

HAPPY HOUR: 3pm-5pm daily

Where good food and good times bump into
each other and decide to stay for a drink.
They've taken modern Aussie cuisine, given it a
cheeky spin, and packed it with the best locally
sourced produce the Northern Rivers has to offer.
Whether you're a local or just passing through,
Tuckshop offers a dining experience that feels
both special and familiar at the same time.

Bangalow Tuckshop

Open: Tue for dinner
Wed to Sat for lunch and dinner
43 Byron Street, Bangalow

bangalowtuckshop.com
hello@bangalowtuckshop.com.au
@Bangalowtuckshop

Your favourite new wine
and charcuterie board bar in
Mullumbimby. Italian aperitivo
in true enoteca style. Buon cibo.
Buon vino. Buon amici.

Bacco Wine Bar

Opening Hours: Wednesday - Sunday
Opening times: 3pm - late

Happy Hour: 3 - 5pm

Email: bacco.mullumbimby@gmail.com
Phone: 0434 450 415

Instagram: @bacco.mullumbimby

BYRON BAY

Rainforest views, farm-to-table dining,
and a menu showcasing the best of
Northern Rivers produce.

Forest Byron Bay offers fresh, seasonal dishes
and crafted cocktails. Join the Crystalbrook
Crowd (it's free) and save 10% on all food and
drinks. From Tuesday to Saturday, indulge in
Golden Hour from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm.

Forest Byron Bay

Open 7 days

Breakfast: 7.30 to 10.30am

Lunch on Verandah from 12 to 3pm
Dinner: 530 to 9pm
crystalbrookcollection.com/
byron/forest

il
ORLESI

Bar Henri About Us: Family-owned and French-
AR Opening Hours: inspired menu, we serve locally-sourced
Wednesday to Friday & Monday: produce alongside a selection of natural,

minimal-intervention wines and carefully
curated cocktails.

3pm - late. Tuesday: closed.
Saturday & Sunday: 8am - late
20 Burringbar St, Mullumbimby
(02) 6684 2306

rAENR]

MULLVBIMBY
EST.2025

Enjoy live music and entertainment in the
heart of Mullumbimby.

Celebrate Christmas at No Bones! Enjoy a vibrant
five-course holiday banquet filled with festive
flavours and indulgent dishes. Gather your loved
ones and let us make your holiday one to remember.

NO BONES

Kitchen + Bar.

11 Fletcher Street,
BYRON BAY

0481 148 007

Book via our website and celebrate the season.
www.nobones.co/whats-on

Lord Byron Distillery We have something for everyone...

Distillery & Tiki Bar o .
Open 10am- 5pm * Distillery Tour and Tasting

R YF{QN" Tuesday to Saturday. ¢ Gin Distilling Class
DISTILLER SN .
BYRON BAY 4 Banksia Drive, Byron Bay « Cocktail Classes
PURTEADA lordbyrondistillery.com.au Book Onli
(02) 8646 4901 0o niine
Main Street

Open for takeaway daily, 12 midday until dinner.
Open for takeaway daily,
12 midday until dinner.
Menu, more details —
@mainstreet_burgerbar
18 Jonson Street

(02) 6680 8832

Menu and more details
@mainstreet_burgerbar
‘Make a meal of it’

Add chips and a drink, just $5.

Three Blue Ducks

Located at The Farm

11 Ewingsdale Rd.
(02) 6190 8966

Exciting and seasonal food, live music every
Sunday arvo, happy hour 3-5pm Friday
to Sunday & our famous Sunday roast.

Enjoy a wander in the fields, meet the pigs,
and picnic in the sun... there really is
something for everyone.

Open every day from 7am.
Mon-Thurs: breakfast & lunch
Fri-Sun: breakfast,

lunch & dinner

Latin fusion all-day dining

Come and try our new summer menu. Savour our
chargrilled anticuchos, indulge in fresh ceviche &
oysters, or elevate your night with the Roca dining

experience. Pair it all with a classic Pisco Sour or

our best-selling Hot Like Papi cocktail.
JUST OPENED: Roca Cabana - our brand new
pool bar in the heart of Byron Bay.
Follow us to find out more: @roca.cabana

Roca Byron Bay

Open:
Every day (except Wednesday)
from 6:30am to late

14 Lawson St, Byron Bay

(02) 5642 0149
@rocabyronbay
www.rocabyronbay.com.au
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MURWILLUMBAH

Olivewood Bistro
Located at Murwillumbah Golf Club
Open Lunch Monday - Sunday

We warmly welcome Olivewood
Bistro to Murwillumbah Golf Club.

Locals know Le Ping and Simone from their
time running ‘White Olive’ where they built
a strong reputation for excellent food and
warm hospitality.

OLIVEWOOD

Dinner Tuesday - Sunday

Call: (02) 6672 1799
www.murwillumbahgolfclub.com.au

BISTRO

WILSONS CREEK

Threeways of the Valley
Wednesday - Sunday 8am - 3pm

(kitchen closes at 2pm, drinks & treats

till 3pm) Saturday Evenings Pizza Nights
4:30pm - 7:30pm Friday Specials 4:30 - 9pm
See website for upcoming events.

10 Huonbrook Rd, Wilsons Creek
0421054 484 | www.threeways.store

@ threeways_of_the_valley

Nestled in the lush Wilsons Creek
rainforest, Threeways is a vibrant, family-
friendly cafe where nature, nourishment, and
community meet. Enjoy seasonal, seed-oil free
food, all-day breakfast, woodfired pizza nights,
and upcoming Friday events. With Wi-Fi,
gluten-free options, and space to relax or play,
there’s something for everyone.

lizzijjackson@gmail.com
0414 895 441

Celebrations
Cakes by

Liz Jackson
Gluten free and special dietary needs catered for.

Good Taste Deal of the Week

Main Street
Burger Bar

BURGER & BEER FOR $20

All day every Tuesday

*Includes ‘The Classic’ burger with
Stone & Wood Pacific Ale schooner only.

18 Johnson St, Byron Bay

www.echo.net.au



Food Culture Ocean Shores: ‘specialty goods

for people who care about what they eat’

Food Culture has been
Ocean Shores’ unofficial
pantry for years. The place
you duck into for olive oil
refills, a scoop of oats, a
sneaky square of good
chocolate or a chat with
whoever’s at the counter.
It’s a little slower than the
supermarkets, stocked to
the walls with specialty
goods, and full of people
who care about what they
eat and where it comes
from.

The new owners Rash
and Jem recently moved
to the area, fell in love with
Food Culture and decided
to help carry it forward.
‘When the store came up
for sale, it felt less like
buying a business and
more like being handed a
set of guardianship keys.
It rooted us even deeper
in the community we call
home, they say.

Food Culture is still
the same at heart - bulk
wholefoods, organic

pantry staples, herbal
teas, spices, local flowers,
bread, home refills, and no
pointless packaging. But
it'’s growing, gently. More
local growers. More house-
made blends. A few more
conversations about soil,
seaweed, ferments and
how good it feels to know
your farmer by name.
What makes this
place special isn’t on the
shelves - it’s in the people
who shop there. The jar-
bringers. The sourdough
lovers. The earth carers.
The locals who believe that
food can be simple, joyful,
and grown with respect.
Food Culture Bulk and
Wholefoods is happy being
whatitis - a little village
pantry, filled with good
food, good people and a
whole lot of heart.

W Food Culture, Ocean
Shores Shopping Centre
Insta: @foodculturebulkfoods
foodculturebulkfoods.com.au

WHAID LW
Al v Y "u TR
» UME S aSiNG
N b T ¥ (W'} | .

WD OO

Rt AT

/ 1 LA N

k ;
‘;ﬁ*!\/ W IRADAT WO
> \ LR L S

|
R el

Food Culture at Ocean Shores Shopping
Centre reinterprets traditional market stalls,
selling over 400 products in bulk.

Photos supplied

Spice up your Christmas leftovers with some fresh Mullum
Farmers Market produce. Photos supplied

www.echo.net.au

Inspiration from Mullum Farmers Market

After all that Christmas
food, why not make a
lovely leftovers salad
using ingredients that
keep well, so you can
whisk up something fresh,
nourishing and full of
flavour from your Mullum
market haul?

This salad is adapted
from a recipe by the
lovely Belinda Jeffery,
whose cooking is all about
simplicity, generosity and
letting good ingredients
shine.

Lovely leftovers
salad

Start with 1% cups
dried black turtle beans
from the Mullum Co-op
stall. Rinse them well,
soak overnightin plenty
of cold water, then drain
and cook in fresh water
until creamy and tender
- this can take anywhere
from 12 to 22 hours.

Drain the beans well and
set them aside while still
warm.

In a large bowl, whisk
together %2 cup olive oil
from Grumpy Grandma,
2% tablespoons lime juice
from Jumping Red Ant, 1
teaspoon Dijon mustard
from Church Farm, 1
small clove garlic from
Forest Organics (finely
chopped), 1 small golden
shallot from Summit
Organics (finely chopped),
1teaspoon ground cumin,
¥ teaspoon sea salt and
> teaspoon sugar. Add
the warm beans to the
dressing and gently stir,
allowing them to cool and
absorb the flavours.

While the beans are
cooking, grill 1 large red
capsicum from Everest
Farm or Jumping Red Ant
until the skin blackens,
then cover, peel and
chop. Brush 2 corn cobs
from Everest Farm or

Jumping Red Ant with
a bit of olive oil and grill
until tender and lightly
charred, then slice off the
kernels.

Fold the capsicum
and corn through the
beans, along with 1 small
chopped chilli from
Jumping Red Ant. Add
1diced avocado if avail-
able, or substitute 1 small
finely chopped cucumber,
as avocados reach the
end of their season. Finish
with a handful of greens
from The Farm if you like.

Serve at room tem-
perature with a bright,
herby and generous salad,
perfect for post-Christmas
eating and a beautiful way
to honour both market
produce and Belinda Jef-
fery’s timeless approach
to food.

B For more inspiration
see belindajeffery.com.au.

B Mullum Farmers Market
is on every Friday from
7am to 11am at Mullum-
bimby Showground.

COFFEE SHOP

Open 6am - 12pm
Monday - Saturday

Shop 6/108 Stuart Street

Mullumbimby.
@bimbi_coffee_shop

ALLPRESS ESPRESSSO
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2025 captured by The Echo’s photographers, Jeff Dawson and Eve Jeffery.

1. The New Brighton after Cyclone Alfie took away the old one. 2. The annual V-Day reveal.
3. The rolling thunder that is Byron Taiko. 4. Survival Day with Jason Campbell, James,
and Byron Shire Councillor, Delta Kay, taking time for pride and joy in Indigenous culture.
5. Emily Lubitz bus king queen. 6. The axeman cometh.

18 The Byron Shire Echo December 31,2025

7. Bangalow’s Young Archie competition entrant Albertine with subject and dad Trystan.
8,9,10. Bluesfest 2025: Here Come The Mummies, Tones and |. The Cat Empire’s Neda Rahmani.
11. Grace and her sister on ‘Miss Ruby’s’ wedding day.

12. Mark Thornton helps Mullum’s St Martin’s Church celebrate 100 years.

13. Mermaid Hannah Fraser swam up the Bruns.

www.echo.net.au



14. Mullumbimby came together to remember Ashleigh Grice.
15. Some folk were rather unhappy about Paid Parking in Bruns.
16. Byron Bay Film Fest for reel. 17. Brunswick SLSC prez Craig Reid.

18. Bangalow Bowlo and community invite Norths to combine sex with travel.

19. Kate Bushes running up that beach.

www.echo.net.au
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20. BVSD swan queens Ava Every, Franky Forbes and Mirabai Wilson. 21. Hashimoto’s Cactus.
22. Mini Maestro Soli enjoyed the Bruns Soundshell piano while it lasted.

23. Back to Bruns in a Morrison Van. 24. Happy Days at Carsburgs.

25. Before there was hip hop there was Lindy Hop.

26. Versace Boys behaving badly in nice clothes.
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THINGS TO DO

Better By Bike TR

Making family adventures easy and fun! Located right
at Murwillumbah Railway Station, it’s the perfect spot to
start your rail trail ride. Recently awarded GOLD at the
NSW Tourism Awards for Best Retail, Hire and Service,
you’re in great hands! The fleet includes premium
e-bikes, fat-tyre e-bikes, and awesome family options
with tow-behind bikes, child seats, and chariots. Every
hire comes with comfy gel seats, puncture-proof tyres,
helmets, tunnel lights, locks, and waterproof panniers,
everything you need to soak up the scenery and

enjoy. With full trail support if you need to call us, plus
genuine local insider tips, your rides will be safe, fun,
and completely stress-free! Families have left hundreds
of glowing 5-star reviews.

Murwillumbah Railway Station
Bikes can even be delivered to Byron Bay or the
Tweed Coast. Open 7 days

RAIL TRAIL
E-BIKE ADVENTUREI!

Two convenient start points: Murwillumbah or Mooball
Family & pet friendly: E-bikes, kids bikes & attachments
Award Winning: Gold in NSW Tourism Awards 2025! :)

{ TOURISM
AWARDS

2025 GOLD

Happy summer season

Enjoy your holiday, or splash out on the greatest gift of all, a wholesome experience
with your loved ones. A hot air balloon flight with friends, family, or staff is not only a
magical moment but also healthy, outdoors, and educational.

Learning the physics of flight whilst floating in the air across the Northern Rivers at
sunrise is a special occasion not to be missed. Included is a delicious breakfast at the
iconic Three Blue Ducks restaurant, the cherry on top of a great morning out!

Book your journey at www.balloonaloft.com

Lismore Regional Gallery

Happy Tropical Fruits season! As the Northern Rivers comes alive with colour, creativity
and celebration, make time to visit Lismore Regional Gallery. Centrally located and
easy to access, the gallery offers plenty of free parking, and a beautifully curated
gallery shop perfect for gifts or keepsakes. The current exhibition program is rich and
diverse, featuring Club Ate’s Ex Nilalang, Episodes 1-4, Clare Milledge’s Complex
notophyll vine forest: ground-proof, and Sonka Pietrek’s Memory of motion. Together,
these exhibitions explore movement, environment, identity and imagination through
contemporary art practices. Whether you’re a dedicated art lover or simply looking for
an inspiring break between events, Lismore Regional Gallery is a must-see destination
for everyone to enjoy during your Northern Rivers visit this Tropical Fruits season.

11 Rural St, Lismore
Open Wednesday to Sunday 10am to 4pm
Thursdays until 6pm

. Sustainable
Tourism

Accredited

Business

Eﬁ.m BOOK NOW!
Jo i betterbybike.com.au
[m] s

0408 444 858
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Let’s Go Surfing

Join the Let’s Go Surfing

team for an awesome time surfing or stand-up

paddle-boarding (SUP) this school holidays. They offer private and group

lessons and tours for all

ages, as well as a two-hour kids only lesson. Their

lessons include all equipment and expert instruction in really small groups.

These lessons provide education, maximum fun, and safety, for your kids. They
cover the basics from warm-up, to paddling, catching waves and standing, while
also catering to intermediate and advanced students (technique refinement

and style improvement). Your kids will also learn important surf and safety rules
including info on rips, tides, sandbanks and waves.

They offer lessons in Byron, Ballina, Lennox and SUP tours on flat water in the
Brunswick River and Lake Ainsworth.

Open 7 days 8.30am to

Shop 5, 11 Fletcher St, Byron Bay

@letsgosurfingaustralia
(02) 6680 9443
letsgosurfing.com.au

Summer family fun:

4.30pm

Magical Quest at Crystal Castle

This summer, Crystal Castle & Shambhala Gardens unveils The Magical Quest —
a brand-new crystal adventure for families, running from now until Easter.

Children follow a playful

map through the Shambhala Gardens, meeting crystal

friends, solving riddles and discovering two secret magic words to claim a prize.

From now to 26 January,
Tour; 1pm all-ages Crysta

a special Holiday Program offers a daily 11am Guided
L Singing Bowls session; 2pm Crystal Meditation; and

Crystal Singing Bowls at 12pm and 3pm. All included in your entry pass.

Family Day Passes:

(2 adults & 2 children) offer a 30% saving
Don’t miss an unforgettable day out!
Book now: crystalcastle.com.au

LETS GO SURFING

SCHOO

HOLIDAY:

LETSGOSURFING.COM.AU
CALL: 6680 9443

Hello sunmer

dff TR

Club Ate, Ex Nilalang, Episodes 14 (video still) 2017. Courtesy the artists and Art Gallery of New South Wales

HOLIDAY HOURS

3 - 4 January LISMORE
el =& {5 REGIONAL

7 - 11 January GALLERY
Wednesday to Sunday, 10am - 4pm

Thursday, 10am — 6pm 11 Rural St.

Visit the home of the world’s
largest natural crystals.
Sitin an ancient amethyst cave.

You'll find the extraordinary only 20 mins from Byron Bay
81 Monet Drive Montecollum

Open every day 10am - S5pm

Closed Christmas and Boxing Day *
Book tickets now crystalcastle.com.au

www.echo.net.au
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SAT 17 6:03 | 4:06 | 08:401.66 | 01:320.35 14 6:26 | 2:51 |07:351.58 | 00:300.49 14 645 | 136 | 06:09147 | 1 00 oo 18 6:05 | 6:36 | 08:401.53 | 02:340.32 16 6:21 | 5:22 | 07:291.44 | 01:350.40 20 6:38 | 10:43 | 00:081.79 | 06:4
19:47 | 18:50 | 20:371.12 | 15:150.44 19:33 | 17:29 | 19:411.11 | 14:150.51 19:04 | 16:06 | 18:301.08 | '~ 17:25 | 17:39 | 21:16 1.88 | 14:330.20 17:03 | 16:12 | 20:121.94 | 13:190.21 16:57 | 22:30 | 12:451.24 | 18:1
SUN 18 6:04 | 5:03 |09:181.71 | 02:120.31 15 6:27 | 3:50 | 08:161.66 | 01:170.42 15 6:46 | 2:35 | 06:591.56 | 00:020.57 19 6:06 | 7:47 |09:241.43 | 03:270.34 17 . 6:22 | 6:36 | 08:181.38 | 02:300.36 21 O 6:38 | 11:14 | 00:551.65 | 07:3
19:47 | 19:35 | 21:151.16 | 15:49 0.40 19:32 | 18:12 | 20:211.18 | 14:47 0.44 19:03 | 16:45 | 19:151.18 | 13:340.51 17:24 | 18:25 | 22:021.91 | 15:110.23 17:02 | 17:03 | 21:002.00 | 14:010.21 16:57 | 23:29 | 13:481.27 | 19:2
MON 19 . 6:05 | 6:02 | 09:551.75 | 02:490.27 16 6:28 | 4:50 | 08:541.73 | 01:580.34 16 6:46 | 3:36 | 07:411.64 | 00:530.48 20 6:06 | 9:00 | 10:101.32 | 04:240.38 18 6:23 | 7:50 | 09:091.30 | 03:280.34 22 6:38 | 11:42 | 01:431.50 | 08:2
19:47 | 20:15 | 21:541.19 | 16:220.36 19:31 | 18:50 | 20:591.26 | 15:180.38 19:02 | 17:21 | 19:561.29 | 14:07 0.43 17:23 | 19:18 | 22:521.89 | 15:520.29 17:01 | 18:03 | 21:50 2.01 | 14:46 0.24 16:57 14:541.33 | 20:2
TUE 20 6:06 | 7:.02 |10:301.77 | 03:28 0.25 17 . 6:29 | 551 |09:301.77 | 02:36 0.28 17 6:47 | 4:36 |08:191.71 | 01:360.39 21 6:07 | 10:11 | 11:011.20 | 05:280.44 19 6:23 | 8:59 |10:021.23 | 04:270.35 23 6:38 | 12:11 | 02:331.37 | 09:C
19:47 | 20:51 | 22:321.23 | 16:550.34 19:30 | 19:24 | 21:361.33 | 15:490.33 19:01 | 17:53 | 20:351.40 | 14:370.35 17:22 | 20:20 | 23:451.83 | 16:38 0.38 17:01 | 19:10 | 22:431.98 | 15:350.30 16:57 | 0:25 | 15:591.40 | 21:
WED 21 6:07 | 8:02 |11:051.76 | 04:070.25 18 6:29 | 6:52 |10:041.79 | 03:150.24 18 6:48 | 5:37 | 08:561.74 | 02:170.32 22 607 | 1115 | 1 0o 1q | 06:370.50 20 6:24 | 10:01 | 11:001.18 | 05:270.38 24 Solstice | 6:38 | 12:41 | 03:281.26 | 09:4
19:46 | 21:24 | 23:131.26 | 17:290.32 19:29 | 19:56 | 22:151.40 | 16:20 0.28 19:00 | 18:25 | 21:151.51 | 15:08 0.28 17:21 | 2127 | 77T | 17:330.48 17:01 | 20:21 | 23:371.90 | 16:29 0.38 624pm | 16:58 | 1:21 | 16:551.48 | 23:(
6:08 | 9:02 |11:401.72 | 04:470.28 6:30 | 7:52 | 10:381.77 | 03:550.24 6:48 | 6:39 |09:321.73 | 03:000.28 6:08 | 12:11 | 00:481.74 | 07:500.53 6:24 | 10:52 : 06:270.42 6:39 | 13:14 | 04:261.19 |
THU 22 19:46 | 21:54 | 23:561.29 | 18:020.31 19 19:28 | 20:26 | 22:551.46 | 16:520.26 19 . 18:58 | 18:56 | 21:551.61 | 15:390.23 23 17:20 | 22:36 | 13:211.06 | 18:450.57 21 17.00 | 2131 | 20215 | 17.00 047 25 1658 | 217 | 17:44156 | 1O
6:08 | 10:01 | . 05:310.34 6:31 | 853 | 11:131.70 | 04:370.27 6:49 | 7:42 | 10:081.68 | 03:430.27 6:08 | 12:57 | 02:001.67 | 09:010.53 6:25 | 11:35 | 00:341.80 | 07:27 0.46 6:39 | 13:50 | 05:211.15 | 00:C
FRI 23 19:46 | 22:24 | 12187166 | 138031 20 19:27 | 20:57 | 23:36 1.51 | 17:240.25 20 18:57 | 19:29 | 22:351.69 | 16:120.21 24 O 17:19 | 23:42 | 14:491.09 | 20:110.62 22 17:00 | 22:38 | 13:131.15 | 18:36 0.56 26 16:58 | 3:13 | 18:261.63 | 11:1
SAT 24 6:09 | 11:07 [ 00:421.31 | 06:190.43 21 Equinox | 6:32 | 9:55 11:471.60 05:220.34 21 6:49 | 8:47 | 10:451.59 | 04:29 0.30 25 Anzac | 6:09 | 13:36 | 03:121.63 | 10:050.51 23 O 6:25 | 12:11 | 01:331.70 | 08:240.48 27 6:39 | 14:30 | 06:121.14 | 00:f
19:45 | 22:55 | 12:511.55 | 19:150.33 Tdeam | 19:26 | 21:30 | T | 17:580.27 18:56 | 20:05 | 23:18 1.73 | 16:450.22 Day | 17:18 16:051.19 | 21:340.62 16:59 | 23:40 | 14:261.20 | 19:520.63 16:58 | 410 |19:061.68 | 11:5
SUN 25 6:10 | 12:02 | 01:331.34 | 07:150.53 22 6:32 | 11:00 | 00:211.53 | 06:130.44 22 650 | 9556 | ooy e | 05719037 26 6:10 | 14:10 | 04:161.60 | 10:57 0.47 24 6:26 | 12:43 | 02:321.60 | 09:17 0.48 28 6:39 | 15:16 | 06:571.14 | 01:4
19:45 | 23:28 | 13:311.42 | 19:580.35 19:25 | 22:06 | 12:241.46 | 18:330.32 1855 (2045 | T 17:210.27 1717 | 0:46 | 17:051.30 | 22:440.58 16:59 15:341.28 | 21:09 0.66 16:59 | 5:06 |19:441.72 | 12:3
MON 26 O 6:11 | 13:07 | 02:351.37 | 08:27 0.62 23 6:33 | 12:07 | 01:101.53 | 07:120.55 23 6:50 | 11:06 | 00:031.74 | 06:16 0.46 27 6:10 | 14:40 | 05:111.58 | 11:380.43 25 6:27 | 13:12 | 03:301.51 | 10:040.46 29 6:39 | 16:07 | 07:391.15 | 02:1
19:45 14:231.28 | 20:47 0.37 19:24 | 22:48 | 13:071.30 | 19:150.38 18:54 | 21:33 | 12:081.31 | 18:000.35 17:16 | 1:46 | 17:561.42 | 23:420.54 16:58 | 0:39 | 16:351.38 | 22:200.67 16:59 | 5:59 |20:211.75 | 131
26Janis| 612 | 14:15 | 03:47 1.43 | 09:58 0.66 6:34 | 13:16 | 02:101.52 | 08:30 0.64 6:51 | 12:16 | 00:551.70 | 07:26 0.55 6:11 | 15:09 | 05:57 1.55 6:27 | 13:40 | 04:241.43 | 10:450.44 6:39 | 17:01 | 08:171.17 | 02:F
TUE 27 A“S';"a 19:44 | 0:05 | 15:311.15 | 21:490.39 24 O 19:24 | 23:36 | 14:031.15 | 20:07 0.45 24 18:53 | 22:28 | 12:591.17 | 18:450.44 28 1716 | 243 | 1839153 | 1213039 26 16:58 | 1:35 | 17:271.49 | 23:230.65 30 O 16:59 | 6:49 | 20:581.76 | 13:4
WED 28 6:13 | 15:24 | 05:051.52 | 11:380.63 25 6:34 | 14:24 | 03:261.52 | 10:120.67 25 6:52 | 13:23 | 01:56 1.64 | 08:500.61 29 6:11 | 15:37 | 06:371.51 | 00:310.51 27 6:28 | 14:09 | 05:131.37 1123042
19:44 | 0:49 | 16:561.07 | 22:580.38 19:23 15:251.03 | 21:200.50 18:51 | 23:30 | 14:081.05 | 19:47 0.53 17:15 | 3:39 | 19:181.61 | 12:440.36 16:58 | 2:30 | 18:121.58 | 7
6:14 | 16:33 | 06:171.63 | 6:35 | 15:29 | 04:521.56 | 11:510.61 6:52 | 14:23 | 03:141.60 | 10:20 0.61 6:12 | 16:06 | 07:141.46 | 01:160.49 6:28 | 14:40 | 05:581.32 | 00:18 0.61
THU 29 19:43 | 1:41 |18:231.07 13:02053 26 19:22 | 0:33 | 17:091.01 | 22:470.50 26 O 18:50 15:461.01 | 21:150.59 30 17:14 | 4:35 | 19:541.68 | 13:130.34 28 16:57 | 3:26 | 18:521.66 | 11:570.39
FRI 30 6:14 | 17:38 | 07:201.75 | 00:06 0.33 27 6:36 | 16:26 | 06:08 1.64 13:010.51 27 6:53 | 15:14 | 04:381.60 | 11:400.55 29 6:29 | 15:13 | 06:381.28 | 01:06 0.58
19:43 | 2:41 | 19:32112 | 14:040.42 19:21 | 1:36 [18:321.09 |~ 18:49 | 0:36 | 17:201.07 | 22:460.57 16:57 | 4:22 |19:291.71 | 12:290.38
SAT 31 6:15 | 18:35 | 08:151.85 | 01:08 0.27 28 6:36 | 17:16 | 07:09 1.73 | 00:050.43 28 653 | 1557 | 0549164 | 1 o0 1o 30 6:29 | 15:50 | 07:181.25 | 01:500.54
19:42 | 3:49 |20:281.18 | 14:530.33 19:19 | 2:44 | 19:301.19 | 13:510.42 18:48 | 1:43 | 18:261.19 16:57 | 5:19 [20:041.75 | 13:000.38
SUN 29 6:54 | 16:35 | 06:461.68 | 00:00 0.50 31 O 6:30 | 16:32 | 07:561.22 | 02:310.51
18:47 | 2:49 | 19:181.31 | 13:210.42 16:57 | 6:15 |20:391.77 | 13:320.38
MON 30 6:54 | 17:07 | 07:331.70 | 00:59 0.43
18:46 | 3:52 |20:021.42 | 13:580.36
TUE 31 6:55 | 17:38 | 08:151.69 | 01:460.38
18:45 | 4:52 |20:431.51 | 14:300.33
TO EASTERN STANDARD DAYLIGHT TIDES IN BOLD indicate high tide of 1.7m or more or low tide of 0.3m or less.
‘J
SAVING TIME WHERE APPLICABLE TIDES TIME LAG ESTIMATES: Byron Bay, Brunswick Heads, NSW North Coast beaches: nil;
' L Ballina Boat Dock: 15 min; Brunswick River Highway Bridge: high 30 min, low 1 hr;
© 2025 Echo Publications Pty Ltd Mullumbimby: 1 hr 10 min; Billinudgel: 3 hr 55 min; Chinderah: high 1 hr 15 min, low 2 hr;
Designed and compiled by Ziggi Browning. Terranora Inlet: high 2 hr 10 min, low 2 hr 25 min; Murwillumbah: high 2 hr 30 min, low 2 hr 50 min
. Lo BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY DISCLAIMER: This product is based on Bureau of Meteorology information that has
qu Cals has been taken to ensure the information in subsequently been modified. The Bureau does not necessarily support or endorse, or have any connection with, the product.
this chart is correct, however The Echo recommends In respect of that part of the information which is sourced from the Bureau, and to the maximum extent permitted by law:
WM b# dla, that should anyon'e negd torely 9" any of this data (i) The Bureau makes no representation and gives no warranty of any kind whether express, implied, statutory or
that they confirm it against a reliable source such as otherwise in respect to the availability, accuracy, currency, completeness, quality or reliability of the information or that
the Australian Bureau of Meteorology: the information will be fit for any particular purpose or will not infringe any third party Intellectual Property rights; and
m.ww./wt.w b / tralia/tid (ii) the Bureau's liability for any loss, damage, cost or expense resulting from use of, or reliance on, the information is
www.pom.gov.au/australia/tiaes entirely excluded.
-\
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ow MOON | SUN |MOON| HIGH Low MOON | SUN |MOON| HIGH Low MOON | SUN |MOON| HIGH Low MOON | SUN |MOON| HIGH Low MOON | SUN |MOON| HIGH Low MOON | SUN |MOON| HIGH Low
DES, DATE (PHASE/| RISE/ | RISE/ TIDES, TIDES, DATE [PHASE/| RISE/ | RISE/ TIDES, TIDES, DATE (PHASE/| RISE/ | RISE/ TIDES, TIDES, DATE [PHASE/| RISE/ | RISE/ TIDES, TIDES, DATE |PHASE/| RISE/ | RISE/ TIDES, TIDES, DATE (PHASE/| RISE/ | RISE/ TIDES, TIDES,
ht (m) NOTES| SET | SET | height(m) | height (m) NOTES| SET | SET | height(m) | height (m) NOTES| SET | SET | height(m) | height (m) NOTES| SET | SET | height(m) | height (m) NOTES| SET | SET | height(m) | height (m) NOTES| SET | SET | height(m) | height (m)
10.50; Moonrise  Tides 1.7mor  Tides 0.3m or Moonrise  Tides 1.7m or Tides 0.3m or Moonrise  Tides 1.7m or Tides 0.3m or Moonrise ~ Tides 1.7m or Tides 0.3m or Moonrise  Tides 1.7mor  Tides 0.3m or Moonrise  Tides 1.7mor  Tides 0.3m or
times higher in bold lower in bold times. ‘higher in bold lower in bold times. higher in bold lower in bold times. ‘higher in bold lower in bold times ‘higher in bold lower in bold times ‘higher in bold lower in bold
5040
: 5 listed first listed first listed first listed first listed first listed first
90.50 1 6:00 | 21:33 | 10:56 1.50 | 04:28 0.22 1 O 540 | 0:39 | 02:451.10 | 08:140.47
10.42 17:31 | 7:58 | 22:551.38 | 16:47 0.40 19:29 | 12:18 | 14:551.54 | 21:400.34
80.51 1 6:39 | 17:58 | 08:561.18 | 03:300.45 2 5:59 |22:39 | 11:441.50 | 05:030.26 2 540 | 1:12 | 03:581.18 | 09:300.53
70.46 17:00 | 7:34 | 21:331.76 | 14:260.37 17:32 | 8:34 | 23:361.24 | 17:440.49 19:30 | 13:18 | 15:521.43 | 22:310.33
80.53 2 6:39 | 18:56 | 09:341.19 | 04:04 0.45 3 558 (2347 | o0 g0 | 0544032 1 525 | 22:47 | 11:271.62 | 04:300.23 3 540 | 1:42 | 05:041.28 | 10:450.56
80.50 17.00 | 8:14 |22:091.74 | 15:040.38 17:32 | 917 | 777 | 185570.57 17:46 | 8:03 |23:281.08 | 17:530.43 19:30 | 14:16 | 16:491.33 | 23:170.31
0054 3 6:39 | 19:53 | 10:151.20 | 04:390.45 4 O 557 00:301.09 | 06:350.38 2 524 2352 | ) o) oo | 0515032 4 540 | 212 | 06:011.39 | 11:570.55
20.55 17:01 | 8:49 |22:441.71 | 15:450.41 17:33 | 10:06 | 13:471.48 | 20:320.60 17:47 | 859 | ©°° 711913049 19:31 | 15:13 | 17:451.25 | 23:59 0.29
4055 4 6:39 | 20:50 | 10:571.21 | 05:150.44 1 6:29 | 19:41 | 09:551.29 | 04:040.33 5 556 | 0:55 | 01:500.99 | 07:450.43 3 O 522 00:340.98 | 06:160.40 5 540 | 243 | 0650149 | | o0 o
10.60 17:01 | 9:21 | 23:191.66 | 16:26 0.46 17:15 | 7:54 | 22:161.69 | 15:300.32 17:33 | 11:04 | 15:111.51 | 22:110.55 17:47 1 10:02 | 13:361.53 | 20:400.49 19:32 | 16:11 | 18:35119 | =7
DA A B 40 OBER 00A
2054 5 6:39 | 21:46 | 11:441.23 | 05:530.44 2 6:28 | 20:38 | 10:351.32 | 04:370.32 6 554 | 1:58 | 03:300.97 | 09:110.42 6:21 | 1:51 | 03:070.93 | 08:400.46 1 553 | 0:39 | 01:43097 | 07:120.41 6 5:40 | 315 | 07:341.58 | 00:37 0.27
00.65 17:01 | 9:51 | 23:561.59 | 17:130.52 17:16 | 8:23 | 22:481.62 | 16:110.37 1734 [ 1200 | 1630158 | 2325044 | 4 18:48 | 12:09 | 15:571.53 | 23:000.44 19:05 | 11:10 | 14:221.60 | 21:210.39 19:33 | 17:09 | 19:22115 | 13:520.48
0051 6:39 | 2243 06:320.43 6:28 | 21:36 | 11:191.35 | 05:100.32 553 | 2:56 | 04:551.04 | Labour | 6:20 | 2:42 | 04:41099 | 552 | 1:25 | 03:090.99 | 08:330.46 540 | 3:52 | 08:151.64 | 01:130.25
00.69 6 17:02 | 1020 | 7225128 | 1.050.50 3 17:16 | 8:52 | 23:231.52 | 16:56 0.45 7 1734 | 1318 | 17:341.68 | 1029036 5 vy | 1848 | 1318 | 17:101.56 | 1000 044 2 O 19:06 | 12:18 | 15:311.55 | 22:26 0.36 7 19:33 | 18:07 | 20:041.13 | 14:390.44
80.47 7 6:39 | 23:42 | 00:37 1,51 | 07:150.42 4 6:27 2237 | ) 001 00 | 0545033 8 552 | 3:45 | 0557114 | 00:170.34 6 6:19 | 3:25 | 05:501.10 | 00:000.36 3 551 | 2:04 | 04:281.08 | 09:56 0.47 8 540 | 432 | 08:521.67 | 01:460.25
70.69 17:02 | 10:49 | 13:341.31 | 19:100.65 177 | 923 | 770 77 117:480.53 17:35 | 14:28 | 18:281.76 | 11:330.27 18:49 | 14:25 | 18:111.60 | 11:240.38 19:07 | 13:22 | 16:37 1.51 | 23:210.32 19:34 | 19:04 | 20:451.11 | 15:210.40
50.41 8 O 6:39 01:251.41 | 08:010.41 5 6:26 | 23:40 | 00:011.40 | 06:240.35 9 551 | 427 | 06:481.25 | 01:00 0.25 7 618 | 4:03 | 06:451.24 | 00:470.28 4 551 | 2:38 0531120 | 000 9 . 540 | 517 | 09:281.69 |02:200.25
30.66 17:03 | 11:21 | 14:401.39 | 20:29 0.69 1717 | 9:56 | 13:011.40 | 18:530.62 17:35 | 15:36 | 19:151.80 | 12:290.19 18:49 | 15:29 | 19:021.62 | 12:260.31 19:07 | 1424 [17:361.48 | 19:35 | 19:58 | 21:221.10 | 16:000.38
0035 9 6:39 | 0:44 | 02:251.31 | 08:520.39 6 O 6:25 00:491.27 | 07:110.38 10 550 | 5:04 |07:341.35 | 01:370.19 8 6:17 | 436 |07:321.36 | 01:260.22 5 550 | 3:10 | 06:251.33 | 00:06 0.27 10 540 | 6:08 | 10:031.69 |02:550.26
50.59 17:08 | 11:56 | 15:47 1.50 | 21:56 0.67 17:18 | 10:34 | 14:081.44 | 20:20 0.67 17:36 | 16:41 | 19:561.79 | 13:170.15 18:50 | 16:30 | 19:451.61 | 13:18 0.26 19:08 | 15:23 | 18:27 1.44 | 12:120.42 19:36 | 20:48 | 21:591.09 | 16:38 0.38
025:( 10 6:38 | 1:51 | 03:341.23 | 09:470.36 7 6:25 | 0:47 | 01:55114 | 08:100.39 1 . 549 | 5:37 | 08:171.43 | 02:120.16 9 6:15 | 5:07 | 08:151.46 | 02:000.17 6 549 | 3:39 | 07:131.45 | 00:450.23 1 541 | 7:01 | 10:401.68 | 03:300.28
s 17.04 | 12:37 | 16:531.63 | 23:200.59 17:18 | 11:18 | 15:241.51 | 22:000.64 17:36 | 17:43 | 20:341.73 | 14:020.15 18:50 | 17:30 | 20:251.57 | 14:06 0.23 19:09 | 16:21 | 19:121.40 | 13:070.38 19:36 | 21:34 | 22:361.08 | 17:150.38
00.50 1 6:38 | 301 0447119 | 00 o) 8 6:24 | 1:56 | 03:191.06 | 09:190.39 12 547 | 6:08 |08:581.48 | 02:440.15 10 614 | 5:38 | 08:561.54 | 02:300.15 7 5:49 | 4:09 | 07:551.55 | 01:180.20 12 541 | 7:57 | 1115165 | 04:050.31
40.25 17:04 | 13:26 | 17:561.76 | 17:19 | 1212 | 16:401.61 | 23:29 0.54 17:37 | 18:43 | 21:091.63 | 14:46 0.19 18:51 | 18:29 | 21:011.49 | 14:510.24 19:10 | 17:19 | 19:521.34 | 13:570.36 19:37 | 22:14 | 23:151.07 | 17:510.40
2041 12 6:38 | 412 | 05:581.18 | 00:320.49 9 6:23 | 304 | 04461.06 | 0000 o 13 546 | 6:38 | 09:371.51 | 03:150.17 1 . 613 | 6:09 | 09:341.59 | 03:000.14 8 548 | 441 | 08:341.61 | 01:490.18 13 541 | 853 | 11:521.61 | 04:440.36
20.22 17.04 | 14:25 | 18:531.88 | 11:430.27 1719 | 1314 | 17:46173 | 17:37 | 19:42 | 21:421.50 | 15:300.27 18:51 | 19:28 | 21:351.40 | 15:340.27 19:10 | 18:17 | 20:291.28 | 14:440.35 19:38 | 22:49 | 23:571.06 | 18:290.42
00.35 6:38 | 521 | 07:011.19 | 01:310.38 6:22 | 4:08 | 05:591.11 | 00:310.42 545 | 7:10 | 10:151.51 | 03:440.20 6:12 | 6:41 | 10:101.61 | 03:300.16 5:47 | 515 | 09:111.66 | 02:190.18 541 | 9:49 05:26 0.41
13 10 14 12 9@ 14 1230156
20.21 17:05 | 15:33 | 19:47 1.97 | 12:390.21 17:20 | 14:23 | 18:44 1.84 | 113:6 0.27 17:38 | 20:42 | 22:141.36 | 16:140.37 18:52 | 20:27 | 22:081.30 | 16:170.31 19:11 | 19:16 | 21:051.22 | 15:270.34 19:38 | 23:21 19:090.43
50.31 14 . 6:37 | 6:23 | 07:591.23 | 02:230.30 1 6:21 | 5:04 | 06:581.19 | 01:220.32 15 544 | 7:43 | 10:541.49 | 04:130.25 13 611 | 7:16 | 10:451.60 | 03:57 0.20 10 547 | 552 | 09:461.67 | 02:490.19 15 5:42 | 10:43 | 00:441.06 | 06:110.48
30.22 17:05 | 16:46 | 20:382.02 | 13:320.18 17:21 | 15:35 | 19:351.91 | 12:340.19 17:38 | 21:41 | 22:451.22 | 17:00 0.47 18:53 | 21:26 | 2:2401.20 | 17:000.37 19:12 | 20:14 | 21:401.16 | 16:090.35 19:39 | 23:51 | 13:091.50 | 19:520.43
70.30 15 6:37 | 7:16 | 08:511.26 | 03:110.25 12 6:20 | 552 | 07:491.26 | 02:060.24 16 543 | 8:20 | 11:331.45 | 04:410.32 14 610 | 7:56 | 11:221.57 | 04:250.25 11 546 | 6:35 | 10:211.66 | 03:180.22 16 542 | 11:38 | 01:391.07 | 07:040.55
60.26 17:06 | 17:59 | 21:26 2.02 | 14:250.17 17:21 | 16:46 | 20:211.94 | 1:3270.14 17:39 | 22:39 | 23:181.09 | 17:510.56 18:53 | 22:24 | 23:141.10 | 17:450.43 19:13 | 21:11 | 22:151.11 | 16:500.37 19:39 13:511.44 | 20:380.42
9032 16 6:37 | 8:01 | 09:411.29 | 03:560.24 13 . 6:20 | 6:32 | 08:361.33 | 02:450.20 17 54T | 901 | o 4o | 0513039 15 6:09 | 8:40 | 11:591.52 | 04:550.32 12 545 | 7:22 | 10:571.63 | 03:490.27 17 D 5:43 | 12:33 | 02:431.11 | 08:08 0.61
90.33 17:06 | 19:09 | 22:111.96 | 15:150.20 17:22 | 17:54 | 21:031.91 | 14:150.12 17:39 | 2336 18:540.63 18:54 | 23:20 | 23:511.02 | 18:320.49 19:14 | 22:04 | 22:521.06 | 17:310.40 19:40 | 0:19 | 14:381.37 | 21:26 0.40
00.36 17 6:37 | 8:39 | 10:301.31 | 04:390.26 14 6:19 | 7:08 |09:211.38 | 03:240.19 18 540 | 9:47 | 00:000.98 | 05:530.47 16 608 | 9:29 | ) 0006 | 0528039 13 545 | 813 | 11:341.59 | 04:230.32 18 5:43 | 13:30 | 03:511.19 | 09:230.64
50.42 17:07 | 20:14 | 22:531.85 | 16:04 0.27 17:22 | 18:58 | 21:431.83 | 15:010.16 17:40 13:151.34 | 20:180.66 18:54 0 119:280.54 19:14 | 22:53 | 23:311.01 | 18:150.44 19:41 | 0:48 | 15:341.30 | 22:140.36
80.40 18 6:36 | 9:12 | 11:181.32 | 05:200.30 15 618 | 7:40 | 10:041.41 | 04:000.21 19 O 5:39 | 10:37 | 01:050.90 | 06:530.54 17 6:07 | 10:21 | 00:36 0.94 | 06:100.48 14 544 | 9:08 | ) o o | 0500039 19 5:43 | 14:30 | 04:561.31 | 10:420.63
50.53 17:07 | 21:16 | 23:321.70 | 16:550.38 17:23 | 20:00 | 22:19 1.70 | 15:46 0.25 17:40 | 0:30 | 14:301.32 | 21:450.63 18:55 | 0:12 | 13:301.39 | 20:340.57 1915 | 23:37 | 77 7 119:000.47 19:41 | 118 | 16:361.25 | 23:020.31
50.43 19 6:36 | 942 | )00, [ 0559034 16 617 | 8:10 | 10:471.41 | 04:330.24 20 5:38 | 11:31 | 02:490.88 | 08:18.0.58 18 6:06 | 11:17 | 01:38.0.89 | 07:090.55 15 5:44 | 10:04 | 00:16 097 | 05:440.46 20 5:44 | 15:34 | 05:541.45 | 11:590.57
10.63 17:08 | 22:15 | 777 V7| 17:460.51 17:23 | 20:59 | 22:531.54 | 16:320.36 17:40 | 1:20 | 15:471.34 | 22:500.56 18:56 | 0:59 | 14:341.34 | 21:470.56 19:16 12:591.47 | 19:50 0.49 19:42 | 1:52 | 17:401.21 | 23:510.25
00.46 6:35 | 10:12 | 00:111.53 | 06:370.39 6:16 | 8:41 | 11:301.40 | 05:050.29 5:37 | 12:28 | 04:160.93 | 09:440.55 6:05 | 12:13 | 03:110.89 | 08:310.60 543 | 11:00 | 01:120.95 | 06:36 0.53 5:44 | 16:43 | 06:491.60 |
5071 20 17:09 | 23:12 | 13:031.33 | 18:450.64 17 17:24 | 21:57 | 23:251.38 | 17:200.49 21 17:41 | 2:05 | 16:491.40 | 23:36 0.49 19 O 18:56 | 1:41 | 15:461.33 | 22:510.52 16 19:17 | 0:15 | 13:471.42 | 20:46 0.50 21 1942 | 231 | 18:44178 | 1509048
50.46 6:35 | 10:42 | 00:491.37 | 07:150.43 6:15 | 9:12 | 12:161.38 | 05:370.34 535 | 13:26 | 05:131.02 | _ 6:04 | 13:11 | 04:36 0.95 | 09:56 0.59 543 | 11:56 | 02:220.95 | 07:440.58 Solstice | 5:45 | 17:54 | 07:431.74 | 00:400.19
3074 21 O 17:09 14:041.34 | 19:590.73 18 17:24 | 22:55 | 23:591.22 | 18:150.61 22 1741 | 246 | 1739147 | 1047048 20 18:57 | 2:18 | 16:511.36 | 23:410.45 17 O 19:18 | 0:50 | 14:431.38 | 21:430.47 22 % 19:43 | 317 | 19:45118 | 14110.38
80.46 6:35 | 11:14 | 01:331.22 | 07:580.46 614 | 947 | 06:100.40 Equinox | 5:34 | 14:24 | 05:57112 | 00:130.41 6:03 | 14:08 | 05:351.06 | 543 | 12:52 | 03:411.01 | 09:000.61 5:45 | 19:05 | 08:341.86 | 01:290.14
60.72 22 17:10 | 0:09 | 15:121.37 | 21:260.76 19 17:25 | 2353 | 1398136 | 1993070 23| 17:42 | 3:22 | 18:201.54 | 11:370.40 21 18:58 | 2:52 | 17:451.40 | 1708058 18 1918 | 1:21 | 15:421.36 | 22:330.42 23 19:43 | 413 | 20:411.18 | 15:080.29
2045 23 e:§4 11.:49 02.:311.10 085470.49 20 O s:ja 10:24 00.:391,08 06:.51 0.46 24 5:33 1;:22 065361.22 003450‘33 22 6:92 1§:05 06.:221.18 003200‘37 19 5:42 13.:48 04.:461,11 10:.140,60 24 O 5:46 29:11 09:.261.95 02:190.10
17:10 | 1:06 | 16:161.43 | 22:500.73 17:25 14:141.34 | 20:560.73 17:42 | 3:55 | 18:581.59 | 12:190.32 18:58 | 3:23 | 18:311.45 | 12:010.46 19:19 | 1:51 | 16:401.35 | 231170.35 19:44 | 518 | 21:35119 | 16:000.23
70.66 24 6:34 | 12:28 | 03:441.04 | 09:440.49 21 6:12 | 11:07 | 01:410.97 | 07:470.51 25 5:32 | 16:20 | 07:141.33 | 01:140.26 23 6:01 | 16:03 | 07:041.31 | 00:530.28 20 5:42 | 14:45 | 05:411.24 | 11:210.55 25 Christmas| 5:46 | 21:08 | 10:16 1.99 | 03:100.09
50.44 17:11 | 2:03 | 17:131.49 | 23:550.65 17:26 | 0:51 | 15:281.35 | 22:270.69 17:43 | 4:26 | 19:321.61 | 13:000.26 18:59 | 3:53 | 19:131.47 | 12:510.39 19:20 | 2:20 | 17:331.35 | 23:58 0.27 Day | 19:44 | 6:31 | 22:281.20 | 16:510.20
70.60 6:33 | 1312 | 04571.02 | . 6:11 | 11:54 | 03:140.93 | 09:000.54 531 | 17:19 | 07:521.43 | 01:430.19 6:00 | 17:03 | 07:451.45 | 01:250.20 542 | 15:45 | 06:301.40 | Boxing | 5:47 | 21:55 | 11:06 1.98 | 04:010.11
50.42 25 171 | 259 | 1800156 | 041048 22 17:26 | 1:46 | 16:361.40 | 23:310.61 26 17:43 | 456 | 20:071.60 | 13:400.23 24 19:00 | 4:23 | 19:531.47 | 13:380.32 21 1921 | 2:50 | 1825134 | 1222048 26 Day | 19:45 | 7:45 | 23:201.20 | 17:400.20
00.54 6:33 | 14:01 | 05:561.05 | 00:43 0.57 6:10 | 12:46 | 04:400.95 529 |18:20 | 08:311.52 | 02:120.15 5:59 | 18:06 | 08:261.57 | 01:570.14 5:41 | 16:49 | 07:151.55 | 00:36 0.20 547 | 22:36 04:530.16
30.40 26 17:12 | 354 | 18:441.62 | 11:330.44 23 1727 | 239 | 17:311.47 | 10150 27 O 17:44 | 5:26 | 20:421.55 | 14:220.21 25 19:00 | 455 |20:321.44 | 14:250.27 22 19:22 | 3:23 | 19:141.32 | 13:190.41 27 1045 | 857 | 5419 1808022
90.49 27 6:32 | 14:54 | 06:431.09 | 01:230.50 24 6:09 | 13:42 | 05:391.02 | 00:170.53 28 5:28 | 19:23 | 09:111.59 | 02:430.12 26 O 5:58 | 19:12 | 09:08 1.68 | 02:30 0.09 23 5:41 | 17:58 | 08:011.69 | 01:150.14 28 Addtonl| 548 | 2311 | 00113121 | 05:470.25
20.39 17:12 | 445 | 19:241.67 | 12:180.40 17:27 | 3:27 | 18171.55 | 11:150.46 17:45 | 558 | 21:171.46 | 15:060.23 19:01 | 5:29 | 21:1131.38 | 15:130.24 19:22 | 3:59 |20:031.29 | 14:150.33 Holiday | 19:45 | 10:05 | 12:411.80 | 19:150.27
50.47 28 6:31 | 15:51 | 07:231.14 | 01:580.45 25 6:08 | 14:39 | 06:241.09 | 00:54 0.45 29 5:27 | 20:30 | 09:531.64 | 03:150.13 27 5557 | 20:22 | 09:511.76 | 03:050.08 24 5:41 | 19:09 | 08:48 1.80 | 01:54 0.09 29 549 | 23:43 | 01:091.21 | 06:440.37
80.38 1713 | 5:32 | 20:011.72 | 12:590.35 17:28 | 410 | 18:581.62 | 12:020.38 17:45 | 6:34 | 21:561.35 | 15:550.28 19:02 | 6:09 | 21:561.30 | 16:020.23 19:23 | 443 | 20:521.25 | 15:09 0.27 19:46 | 11:08 | 13:26 1.65 | 20:000.31
29 6:31 | 16:49 | 08:011.18 | 02:300.41 26 6:07 | 15:38 | 07:031.16 | 01:270.39 30 5:26 | 21:38 | 10:381.65 | 03:510.17 28 556 | 21:33 | 10:36 1.79 | 03:430.10 25 O 5140 | 20:22 | 09:36 1.88 | 02:36 0.08 30 549 02:101.23 | 07:46 0.50
1713 | 613 | 20:371.74 | 13:360.32 17:28 | 449 | 19:341.67 | 12:430.32 17:46 | 715 | 22:381.22 | 16:480.35 19:02 | 6:56 | 22:421.21 | 16:570.26 19:24 | 535 | 21:431.20 | 16:030.23 19:46 | 12:09 | 14:111.48 | 20:450.35
30 O 6:30 | 17:47 | 08:381.22 | 03:010.38 27 6:06 | 16:36 | 07:401.23 | 01:570.33 29 555 | 22:42 | 11:251.79 | 04:230.15 26 5:40 | 21:30 | 10:26 1.91 | 03:200.09 31 550 | 014 | 03:171.27 | 08:590.61
17:14 | 650 | 21:111.75 | 14:140.29 17:29 | 5:24 |20:091.70 | 13:200.26 19:03 | 7:51 | 23:31111 | 17:570.30 19:25 | 6:36 | 22:34115 | 17:000.22 19:46 | 13:08 | 15:001.32 | 21:310.38
6:30 | 18:45 | 09:151.26 | 03:330.35 6:05 | 17:34 | 08:161.30 | 02:26 0.28 5555 | 23:45 05:090.23 540 |22:30 | 11:161.90 | 04:08 0.13
31 17:15 | 7:23 | 21:441.74 | 14:510.29 28 O 17:29 | 5:56 |20:421.70 | 13:580.23 30 1904 | 853 | 7174 | 1001035 27 19:26 | 7:44 | 23:29111 | 17:560.24
6:04 | 18:32 | 08:551.37 | 02:550.24 554 00:301.02 | 06:030.32 540 | 23:20 05:000.20
29 17:30 | 6:26 | 21:141.67 | 14:350.23 31 19:04 | 10:01 | 13:161.67 | 20:110.38 28 1927 | 56 | 209185 1852027
6:02 | 19:30 | 09:331.43 | 03:250.22 5:40 00:281.08 | 05:580.29
30 17:30 | 6:55 | 21:451.61 | 15:150.26 29 19:27 | 10:07 | 13:02 1.76 | 19:49 0.30
31 6:01 | 20:31 | 10:141.47 | 03:56 0.21 30 540 | 0:03 | 01:331.07 | 07:010.38
17:31 | 7:25 | 22:191.51 | 16:000.31 19:28 | 11:14 | 13:58 1.66 | 20:450.33
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME CHANGE DATES MOON PHASES TIMES AND DATES 2026 LUNATION | NEWMOON | FIRSTQUARTER | FULLMOON | THIRDQUARTER | DURATION
Moon phases data sourced from www.timeanddate.com o 3Jan9.0%pm 11 Jan 248am 29478n 0%
Daylight Saving ends: Sunday 5 April 2026 3:00am P : : 1275 19 Jan 6:52am 26 Jan 3:47pm 2Feb9:09am 9Feb11:43pm 29d16h 09m
Turn clocks back one hour to 2:00am. MOON PHASES KEY: 1276 17 Feb 11:01pm 24 Feb11:27pm 3 Mar 10:37pm 11 Mar 8:38pm 29d13h 22m
1277 19 Mar 12:23pm 26 Mar 6:17am 2 Apr1:11pm 10 Apr2:51pm 29d 10h 28m
Daylight Saving begins: Sunday 4 October 2026 2:00am New Moon: @ First Quarter: @) FullMoon: ()  Third Quarter: () 1278 17 Apr9:51pm 24 Apr 12:31pm 2 May 3:23am 10 May 7:10am 29d 8h09m
Turn clocks forward one hour to 3:00am. 1279 17 May 6:01am 23 May 9:10pm 31 May 6:45pm 8.Jun 8:00pm 29d 6h 53m
NSW SCHOOL TERMS 2026 SPECIAL LUNAR EVENTS IN 2026 1280 15Jun 12:54pm 22 Jun7:55am 30 Jun 9:56am 8 Jul 5:29am 29d 6h 50m
) « Total Lunar Eclipse visible in « Micro Full Moon: 31 May 1281 14 Jul 7:43pm 21 Jul 9:05pm 30 Jul 12:35am 6Aug 12:21pm 29d 7h 53m
Term 1: Tuesday 27 January to Thursday 2 Apl’ll Byl’OI’I Shire on 3-4 Mar .S N M 154 1282 13 Aug 3:36am 20 Aug 12:46pm 28 Aug 2:18pm 4Sep 5:51pm 29d 9h 50m
9 i URSIEICWIO0N: un 1283 11 Sep 1:27pm 19 Sep 6:43am 27 Sep 2:49am 30ct 11:25pm 29d 12h 23m
Term 2: Monday 20 April to Friday 3 July - Super New Moon: 17 May VT T ] : : : :
T 3: Monday 20 July to Friday 25 Septemb ICro Fu oon: un 1284 11 0ct 2:50am 19 0ct 3:12am 26 Oct 3:11pm 2 Nov 7:28am 29d 15h 12m
erm 3. Monday 20 July to Friday eptember * Blue Moon: 31 May (second Full . gyper Full Moon: 24 Dec 1285 9Nov602pm | 17Nov1047pm |  25Nov1:53am 1 Dec 5:08pm 29d17h 50m
Term 4: Monday 12 October to Thursday 17 December Moon in same month) 1286 9Dec 11:51am 17Dec442pm | 24Dec12:28pm |  31Dec5:59am 29d 19 32m
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Fresh flavours, good
vibes and a splash of
sunshine love every day

Enjoy the holidays or any day with everyone’s
favourite... Yoflo!

Byron Bay’s iconic frozen yoghurt and dessert bar.
Their self-serve experience is all about creativity,
quality ingredients and celebrating our vibrant
local community.

Independently-created-and-operated in Byron

Bay since 2011, Yoflo starts with 100% real natural
yoghurt. Treat yourself to local toppings like
Brookfarm granola and muesli, honey-roasted
locally-grown macadamias, and delicious gluten-
free ByronBrownies. Choose from a great selection
of fresh cut fruit and finish with a wide range of hot
sauces, including local Byron Bay Peanut Butter
and macadamia cream.

Build your perfect treat, sip on something refreshing
or settle in and enjoy a moment that feels as good
as it tastes.

Lawson Street, Byron Bay
Holiday trading hours:
Open every day 8am to 9.30pm

Simple and delicious

Yoflo, Byron's iconic frozen yoghurt
and dessert bar, since 2011

Located in Lawson Street, just moments from the beach.
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Bevond Byron E Bikes

Looking for an unforgettable adventure this school holiday
break?

Beyond Byron E Bikes, located in Mooball - closest to the
Byron Bay end of the Northern Rivers Rail Trail, offers a
fantastic way to explore, with rides designed for ultimate
comfort and fun. Their German-made e-bikes feature gel
seats and puncture-proof tyres, ensuring a smooth journey
as you take in stunning natural scenery. Families are well
catered for with kids’ e-bikes, tag-a-longs, baby seats, and
even dog trailers for furry companions. Riders can enjoy
leisurely breaks and plenty of delicious options along the
way.

Easy online booking at
www.beyondbyronebikes.com.au

Byron Art Collective
School Holiday Program

Byron Art Collective is a new gallery and creative hub

in the heart of Byron Bay, created to celebrate art,
connection and community. More than just a gallery, the
space has been designed as a welcoming place where
people can linger, connect and feel inspired. Alongside an
ever-changing collection of artworks by local creatives,
the Collective hosts high teas, creative workshops and
hands-on experiences for all ages. This January, we are
launching our first school holiday art workshop, running
from January 5 for one full week, offering a fun, engaging
and creative environment to entertain and inspire children.
Places are limited and bookings are essential. We warmly
invite the community to visit, participate and support this
new creative venture as it grows into a shared space for
imagination, conversation and joy.

SHOP 5, 90-96 Jonson Street
byronartcollective.com

Byron Art Collectiv

Get creative this holidays with BAC! Kids can paint, craft and

make new friends in our joyful art workshops!

Kids Creative Holiday Camp
9am-12 pm | Ages 6-12
A week of colour, imagination, and fun! Each morning

explores a new creative theme

Made with heart in Byron Bay

SHOP 5, 90-96 JONSON STREET
byronartcollective.com

January 5-9

Bookings essential

www.echo.net.au



Byron Photo Magic 0‘ He““ S U] Iﬂ.ﬂ m @ [(

Byron Photo Magic, your trusted local camera store, is here to help you capture the o @
magic of summer holidays. Whether you're heading to the golden beaches, hiking to
Cape Byron Lighthouse, or enjoying family picnics under the Norfolk pines, they have BYR"N BAY
everything you need to preserve those unforgettable moments.

From the latest cameras and accessories to expert advice on getting the perfect shot, BAM P | N G 8‘ Dl S PU SALS

Byron Photo Magic ensures you're ready for every adventure. Their friendly team is
passionate about photography and helping you turn summer memories into lasting
keepsakes.

Visit them in-store for great deals, tips and inspiration. This summer, make every click
count with Byron Photo Magic - because the best moments deserve to be captured.

WE STOCK EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE OUTDOORS

-

Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-2pm (Closed Sun & Public Holidays)

Shop 20, Mercato on Byron 4
108-114 Jonson St, Byron Bay oy
02 6685 5877 '
photomagic.com.au

Byron Bay Camping & Disposals
Your one-stop shop for Christmas and your next outdoor adventure.

If you need sleeping bags, tents, workboots, knives, lighting, kitchenware, stoves,
mattresses, rainwear, snorkelling and fishing gear — they have it!

Byron Bay Camping & Disposals is a locally-owned-and-operated family business
of over 40 years. Located in the Byron Bay Arts and Industry Estate, with plenty of
parking available.

Come in and meet the team. Their staff will give you friendly, expert advice, no matter
whether your next adventure is a campout, bush school, fishing trip, multi-day hike, or

you need Christmas present inspiration. PHONE: []439 212 153 ?{5?‘333}1 -

0sals
disp Centennial et

O G SHOP 1/1 TASMAN WAY,
www.byron-camping.com.au BYR[]N BAY NSW 2481

theteam@byron-camping.com.au WWW BYR[] N'CAM PI NGE[]M AU
THETEAM@BYRON-CAMPING.COM.AU

Ewingdale Rd

RAIL TRAIL A2hal
E BIKE HIRE

COME RIDE WITH THE BEST!

Starting from Mooball (onsite parking)
Puncture proof tyres & gel seats

Most 5-star reviews

$99 for up to 6 hrs hire

—y ' . ‘.:? ‘*7]

BEYOND BYRON : F Y v
to on Byron, 108 - 114 Jonson St,

6 E BIKES

beyondbyronebikes.com.au

Shop 20 Merca

Byron Bay NSW 2481 - Ph 0266855877

www.echo.net.au December 31,025 The Byron Shire Echo 25




Hello

sunnnNer

v

Hello summer, hello
learning at Byron
Community College

This summer, make it all about you! Byron Community
College is offering a fantastic chance to explore new skills
and passions with courses starting early 2026. Applications
are closing soon for nationally recognised Certificate
courses including Community Services,

Individual Support, Mental Health, Massage Therapy,
Permaculture and Visual Arts, with limited places,
subsidised places available.

Whether you want to kickstart a career, grow your
confidence, or simply do something inspiring for yourself,
the College has you covered. From RSA, First Aid, White
Card, Barista training and Digital Skills for Work.

www.byroncollege.org.au or call (02) 6684 3374 for
more details. Limited fee free and subsidised places
available for eligible students. This training is subsidised
by the NSW Government. RTO 90013

Limited subsidised places avaialable

Apply now!

CHC33021- Certificate Il
in Individual Support

AHC33882 - Certificate lll
in Permaculture

CHC42021 - Certificate IV in
Community Services
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Vae Medical Aesthetics

This summer season get event-ready with Vae Medical
Aesthetics in Newrybar. Vae offers Broad-Band Light

and Moxi Laser, cosmetic injectables, bioremodelling/
biostimulating treatments, Rejuran (salmon facial), SkinPen

Microneedling, PRP treatments, and Healite LED packages.

Vae is a doctor-led-and-owned clinic offering considered
and evidence-based skin treatments and rejuvenation in
the beautiful Byron Bay hinterland.

Book in today with one of their lovely female GPs; Dr
Jemma Buultjens, Dr Kate Allan and RN Emma Walker.

www.vaemedicalaesthetics.com
@vaemedicalaesthetics

16 Old Pacific Highway, Newrybar
0422 639 013

Vae

CUA31125 - Certificate lll
in Visual Arts

HLT42021 - Certificate IV in
Massage Therapy

MEDICAL
AESTHETICS

Stonekin Store is now
here in Byron

Stonekin’s first store is officially open. Discover their full
collection of organic cotton underwear, now available to
explore in person. Try on the pieces, feel the fabrics, and
explore the fits that have shaped our brand. Visit in store for
10% off your first purchase.

The space reflects their ethos: thoughtful design, natural
materials, and comfort without compromise.

Stonekin Store is open and the team looks forward to
welcoming you in store soon.

Mon to Fri: 10am to 4pm

Sat: 10am to 1pm

2/97 Centennial Circuit, Arts & Industry Estate
02 6680 7667

Son of Drum

Head into Son of Drum in Mullumbimby and get some
music into your life in 2026! Their latest range includes

all sorts of folk and world instruments, tribal percussion,
beautiful chimes and sound healing items, and plenty of
fun stuff for the kids, so they’ve got everyone covered, from
grommets to grannies! And if you're no muso, no problem;
get moving instead with some fun toys such as glo poi, fire
staff, juggling balls and more. And of course they’ve got all
the strings, accessories, onstage and recording gear you
need, so get down to 31 Burringbar Street, Mullumbimby
and sort yourself out!

(02) 6684 1742
Shop 1/31 Burringbar St, Mullumbimby
sonofdrum.com.au

A doctor led and owned skin,
laser and cosmetic clinic

Get your skin summer ready with our team

We offer Broad Band Light and Moxi Laser, cosmetic injectables
including volume, bio-remodelling / bio-stimulating, anti-wrinkle,
PRP treatments, hydrafacial, chemical peels and Healite LED packages.

We are offering complimentary skin consultations
for the month of December!

Book in today with one of our lovely female practitioners;
Dr Jemma Buultjens, Dr Kate Allan and Emma Walker RN.

0422 639 013 - info@vaemedicalaesthetics.com
www.vaemedicalaesthetics.com (@) vaemedicalaesthetics
The Harvest Precinct, 16 Old Pacific Highway, Newrybar.

www.echo.net.au
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Mullumbimby Pools in
Mullum and Bangalow

Looking for an unforgettable adventure this school holiday
break? Welcome to Mullumbimby Pools, a family-owned-and-
operated business led by the dynamic duo, Jake and Natalie
O’Brien. With over three decades of combined experience in the
industry, they take pride in being a local establishment that has
successfully delivered some of the largest and most intricate
pool projects across the region.

At Mullumbimby Pools they are not only award-winning pool
builders and technicians, they are your partners in creating
aquatic havens.

Their pool technicians are ready to visit your property throughout
the Byron Shire. Whether it's maintenance, leak detection,
repairs, or renovations, our skilled team is dedicated to ensuring
the longevity and vitality of your pool. Or, you can visit their
shops in Mullumbimby and Bangalow, providing convenient
destinations for supplies and parts.

MULLUMBIMBY BANGALOW
12 Smith St Shop 1, 5 Lismore Road
02 6684 4846 02 6683 4494
Mon to Fri: 8.30am to 5pm Mon to Fri: 8.30am to 5pm
Saturday: 8:30am to 12pm Saturday: 8.30am to 12pm
info@mullumpools.com Ph. 02 6684 1742

.................................................................. Shop 1/31 Burringbar St www.sonofdrum.com.au
Mullumbimby NSW 2482 @son_of_drum_store

Webuild exquisite
Wmmng
ing pools

Women's
CEENELS

Oam to 4pm
am to 12pm Mullumbimby -
12 Smith St, Mullum Industrial Estate
(02 6634 4846 MU I.LUMBIMBY
Bangalow T %
Shop 1, 5 Lismore Road
(02) 6683 4494

mullumbimbypools.com.au

M-F: 8:30am-5pm, Sat: 8:30am-12pm
info@mullumpools.com lI]
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Seven days of entertainment

Eclectic Selection

Bring your friends and family
and come into the heart of
Byron Bay this New Year’s Eve
with live music, outdoor
dining, face-painting, a silent
disco, a lighting installation,
circus workshops, kids
entertainment and live
music.

Wednesday from 4pm at
Jonson Street and Main
Beach, Byron Bay. Free
family event.

This New Year's Eve, the
Beach Hotel is throwing the
kind of party that defines a
summer, serving up a huge
night of live music,
electrifying energy, and
that unmistakable Beachy
buzz kicking off with Jam
Hot Live.

Wednesday from 6pm at

the Beach Hotel, Byron Bay.

Tickets from $99.90 +bf at
beachhotel.com.au.

Sensory Blender presents
Rhythms of Resolution
(NYD) - an exceptional day
and evening of world class
DJs including Phil Perry (Full
Circle UK), lain Ha Yes, Xuja,
Monsieur Diop, Afrodisea,
Lord Sut, Mr Nice, Taz
Miller, as well as Gabriel
Otu (Happy Africa) live.

Thursday from 2pm
at North Byron Hotel.
Tickets $45 + bf from
eventbrite.com.au.

The king of the ad lib,
Austen Tayshus has never
written material:‘l write it
when I'm on the stage. |
come up with ideas, and
then | build on a particular
notion, and turn it into
whatever. He's coming up
north and he wants you to
know it!

Friday at 7pm at The
Lennox Hotel, Lennox
Head. Tickets $30 at
thelennox.com.au.

Sunday at 7.30 at
Club lluka. More info:
ilukabowls.com.au.

Lisa Hunt wants you to
shake your bootie on New
Year's Day so get ready to
ride the soul train - Lisa
Hunt'’s Forever Soul is rolling
into town for your dose of

powerhouse vocals, feel-
good funk, and the kind of
energy only Lisa can deliver.

Thursday from 3pm at
the Shaws Bay Hotel, East
Ballina. Free show.

Sylvie Millard is marking her
first album launch by
releasing two albums at once
in the starry wok of Lis Vegas.
The band will play slowly,
decolonising white country
folk tunes and originals,
followed by Vic from Trusted
Friends, on vinyl, with food
and friends.

Saturday from 6pm at
Timbré, Lismore. Tickets
$15/Conc. $0 on the door.

Charley Castle and the
Boys in the Well are not your
granddad’s bluegrass.
Connecting elements of
bygone country and folk
with modern sensibilities,
their fast-paced, infectious,
dynamic, and equally catchy
songs make for a holler-
inducing show.

Sunday from 4pm at
Pearces Creek Hall. Tickets
from $17 on the door.

DAVE SEAMAN

o the tlow wit
nic storytellin

Flow Music opens the new year with an event dedicated to progressive
mastery, bringing together three generations of refined electronic storytelling.

On Friday, Haven Byron Bay becomes the meeting point for deep, driving, and
forward-thinking sounds as two global pioneers — Dave Seaman and Kasey
Taylor - take the controls.

Few artists have shaped the progressive house landscape as profoundly as Dave
Seaman. With a career spanning more than three decades, Seaman’s influence
runs deep through the foundations of modern electronic music. From his iconic
Renaissance compilations, to world tours, and a catalogue of chart-topping
releases, his sound has always balanced emotion, precision, and timeless
groove. Seaman remains a benchmark for what progressive music can be when
craft and intuition align.

Joining him is Australian underground icon Kasey Taylor, a name synonymous
with quality, consistency, and vision. As the founder of Vapour Recordings,
Taylor has played a pivotal role in shaping Australia’s progressive and melodic
house movement, championing artists and sounds that resonate far beyond
local borders.

Completing the lineup is Byron Bay’s own Jason Lewis, a respected local
favourite whose warm, melodic approach and seamless flow make him the
perfect complement to the night’s narrative.

Flow Music invites you to step into the new year with intention — guided by
world-class selectors and a shared love for music that moves both body and
mind. Friday from 7pm sharp at Haven, 102 Jonson Street Byron Bay.
Tickets available on Humanitix.

Front Bar: Erin Shay Duo 6pm DJs 9pm

Duelling Piano Bar 8pm
BACKROOM: 90S GRUNGE

THE
GREAT

H O I E L Front Matt Armitage Duo 7pm + Dj Billy Bailey 10pm
Duelling Piano Bar 8pm
4

<& BACKROOM: SEASIDE

R W
AT SToRy START®

Front Bar: Kane Muir Duo 7pm + Dj Andy V 10pm
Duelling Piano Bar 8pm
BACKROOM: BRUK OUT FT. 420 SOUND

EST. 1892

Front Bar: Dan Hannaford 6pm + Vinyl Sundays ft. Jimmy Trash 9pm
$15 MARGIS & SPRITZERS ALL DAY
Duelling Piano Bar 6pm

35-43 JONSON ST
BYRON BAY
6685 6454

THENORTHERN.COM.AU
El© @thenorthernbyronbay

BACKPACKER MONDAYS
Front Bar: Lachie Dwyer 6pm + Dj Renee Simone 9pm
Duelling Piano Bar 8pm

NG
& e

SUN: $15 MARGIS & ¢
SPRITZERS ALL DAY *

Front Bar: Marshall OKell 6pm
Dj Davi Bangma 9pm
Duelling Piano Bar 8pm

Front Bar: Inc Pio 6pm
Dj Alice Quiddinton 9pm

Duelling Piano Bar 8pm - e
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They have performed alongside
some of the biggest names

in music - but you probably
wouldn’t recognise any of these
musicians if you passed them on

the street. Such is the nature of
being a‘sideman’ (or sidewoman)
- a musician who is integral to a
performance but tends to avoid,
or be left out of, the limelight.

Bringing these performers out of
the shadows is Steve Banks who says
he came up with the idea for the
show many years ago to shine a light
on, and celebrate, the amazing
achievements of the sidemen

of rock and roll.“You wouldn't
recognise most of these artists if you
fell over‘em.

In what is becoming a new year
tradition, episode eight of Steve
Banks and The Sidemen will perform
in January at the Byron Theatre.

Emerging from the sparkling local waters, indie-rock
band Seaside is touring their debut album Desiderata.

A sun-soaked 11-tracks filled with punchy riffs, dreamy
melodies, and heartfelt storytelling, that crystallises the
band’s signature high-energy sound, blending an alt rock
edge with introspective lyricism, as they explore themes
of love, longing, and self-discovery.

Fans can expect a brand new show packed with new
tracks from the album like the anthemic ‘Rebels’and
hard-hitting ‘Sick, and fan favourites from their earlier
releases, delivered with the band’s infectious energy
and raw charisma, led by front-woman Darcy Dexter’s
commanding stage presence.

See them on Saturday from 8pm at The Northern,
with special guests Vinted Vineer and Lune to the
Moon. Tickets $22.44 +bf at Moshtix.

www.echo.net.au

What’s new and interesting with the Sidemen this
year?

The Sidemen show continues to evolve as new members
join. There’s about 15 of us now, all players are session
guys and many still tour which means we chop and
change as commitments allow. This show we are playing
a few more songs we ‘wished we'd written’to add to

our cache of staples. A contemporary tune from The
National, for example, plus Steve Miller, Dire Straits and
John Mayall to name a few, and then there’s our beloved
Jo Jo Zep/Black Sorrows tracks as we have our very own
Black Sorrow (Jeff Burstin) on guitar as always.

Who's new on the bill?

We are an eight-piece on stage, our newest member —
Alex McLeod — who's a super guitarist (The Sea Benz)
will play alongside Jeff and that’s a pairing I'm looking
forward to!

How will this show be different from the others?

This show is different in that we've added songs we
wished we'd written instead of those we either wrote

or helped to make famous. Might be a tribute to Brian
Wilson in there too. It’s a cracking set list with lots of new
tunes and a new face.

What'’s the most exciting thing for you about this
year’s show?

The most exciting thing about this show is the pairing of
Alex and Jeff on guitar, and to sing with Amy Stuart and
Chloe West again — and then there’s Brendan St Ledger
on Keys (Wendy Mathews) — and, and, lol, not forgetting
Grant and Mike - or Jeff...

What'’s inspiring you?

My inspiration remains constant and that is to keep live
music alive and to champion the support of musicians
out there, and in this region particularly, who deserve
material support for their craft.

Of all the things I've lost,

What is your current earworm?

Current earworm/s vacillate between ‘Bloodbuzz
Ohio’ (The National) and the ‘Bluey Theme Song’
courtesy of my beloved grandson Remy.

Steve, are you having enough fun?

I'm always having fun in multiple areas. As a muso
for sure, but also loving grandpappiness as | call
it. Plus, we were in the studio with the Sidemen
recently and that’s always a blast.

Steve Banks and The Sidemen will perform
their show on Friday, Janaury 16, at 7.30 in the
Byron Theatre.

More information and tickets can be found at:
byroncentre.com.au.

I miss my mind the most.

— Ozzy Osbourne
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LISTEN Howeveg,
WHENEVER

In your car?

Jump onto BayFM at 99.9FM for the
Shire’s own and only radio station.

On your device?

Find us on your radio app, or go to the
source at bayfm.org to listen live or to
listen back via the Program Guide.

Yep, you have options.

More at bayfm.org
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As the festive season of films for kids gets underway,
you can’t go wrong with ridiculous anthropomorphism.
Pets on a Train, is a film whose story follows pets
trapped on a speeding train trying to stop the plans of
a vengeful badger.

Falcon is a raccoon who steals food from various bins
and carts to feed his friends on the streets, having been
‘raised’ by Rico, a pigeon, since he was young.

Falcon accepts an offer from a badger named Hans to
collaborate on a train robbery, intending to take the
food from the train so that he and his friends can have a
Christmas feast. Once on board the train, Falcon can hack
into the train carriages and allow Hans remote access.
Hans broadcasts a pre-recorded message ordering all
humans to leave the train, and then sets it into motion
while the only living things on the train are the pets in
the final carriage.

These include Anna, an anaconda who belongs to

a rapper, police dog Rex, Maggie the spotted cat,
influencer animals (Candy and Randy), a rabbit couple
(Jimi and Janis), a pair of parrots (Croquette / Coco
and Judy), a pompous greyhound (Victor), a hamster
who's lost his mate, a duck, a turtle (Leo), and a
clownfish (Momo).

The animals learn that Hans' target is Rex, as Rex was
apparently responsible for Hans being sent to the pound
after he was caught - and the plot thickens...

Will Maggie, who regularly travels with her owner Lisa,
tell them the train’s final destination would see them
crash into another city? Will Falcon release the animals
from their cages before their untimely end?

Pets on a Train is screening at Palace Cinemas, Byron
Bay - palacecinemas.com.au.

PALACE
CINEMAS

BYRON BAY - BALLINA FAIR

HOLIDAY FILM SELECTION

SCAN 70 BOOK ONLINE

FOR BOOKINGS AND SESSION TIMES PALACECINEMAS.COM.AU
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RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
PAPERLANE

BEACH HOTEL, BYRON

BAY, 6PM JAM HOT LIVE +
ANIMAL VENTURA +ERIN
SHAY BAND + DJ CHARLES
OLIVER

BYRON BAY GOLF CLUB
6.30PM RENEE SIMONE + DJ
FREDDY FLYFINGAZ

NORTH BYRON HOTEL 5PM DJ
MR NICE + DJ NAT WHITE

BYRON BAY SERVICES CLUB
5.30PM BACK TRACKIN’

THE NORTHERN, BYRON

BAY, 8PM DUELLING
PIANOS - BODHI ACTON

& MICK BUCKLEY +JIMMY
GOODWIN & JON SHORTER

HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM
TIJUANA CARTEL + ANDY'V,
XUJA & JORDAN MAC

MULLUMBIMBY EX-SERVICES
CLUB 8.30PM THE RECORD
BREAKERS

SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA,
5PM PUSH + DJ DANNY B

BALLINA RSL LEVEL ONE 7PM
THE BIG GIGGLE

CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB,
BALLINA, 9PM PINK ZINC

KINGSCLIFF BEACH HOTEL
6PM DJ PAYDAY + DJ JESSE
MOFFATT

SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 9PM
JONJBRADLEY DUO

CLUBTWEED 7.30PM LIVING
INTHE 70S

SEAGULLS, TWEED HEADS,
7.30PM HIGH VOLTAGE -
THE AC/DC EXPERIENCE +
BONGO BOYS

CLUB LENNOX 6PM LUKE
YEAMAN + SURVEY STREET

LENNOX HOTEL 3PM OLE
FALCOR & PISTOL WHIP

COOLANGATTA HOTEL
5PM SMASHED CRABS +
RADIOSTAR

CHINDERAH TAVERN 9PM
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINDERAH

RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
FELICITY LAWLESS

BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
4.20PM THE FERAMONES +
DJ REIFLEX

NORTH BYRON HOTEL 2PM
PHIL PERRY,+ IAIN HA YES,
XUJA, MONSIEUR DIOP,
LORD SUT, AFRODISEA,
MR NICE AND TAZ MILLE +
GABRIEL OTU

THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY,
6PM ERIN SHAY DUO 8PM
90S GRUNGE 9PM DUELLING
PIANO BAR

HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4.30PM
LIVING INTHE 80S

SAINT MARIES, BRUNSWICK
HEADS, 6PM MONDO HUM

BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 1PM
MANDY HAWKES DUO

LENNOX HOTEL 8PM
THURSDAY JAM NIGHT

SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA,
3PM LISA HUNT + MISTER
BENNETTS

LISMORE CITY BOWLO 7PM
THE SUPPER CLUB SOUL
BAND

SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 3PM
FAT ALBERT

COOLANGATTA HOTEL 3PM
THE 42 BAND + BERST

RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
CASSIE ROSE & THE SOL
GARDEN

BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
4PM MARSHALL O’KELL +
FOLAMOUR, TEED, MILLIE &
JESSIE BELTERS

NORTH BYRON HOTEL 5PM
DR JR DYNAMITE

THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY,
7PM KANE MUIR DUO, 9PM
DUELLING PIANO BAR + 420
SOUND, 10PM DJ ANDY V

HAVEN, BYRON BAY, 7PM
DAVE SEAMAN, KASEY
TAYLOR AND JASON LEWIS

HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4.30PM
BULLETPROOF

BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE
HOUSE 7PM BRUNS DOES
BURLESQUE

WANDANA BREWING CO,,
MULLUMBIMBY, 4.30PM DJ
SALVE JORGE

MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY,
8PM KRAPPYOKEE WITH
JESS

LENNOX HOTEL 7PM AUSTEN
TAYSHUS

CLUB LENNOX 7PM DJWHO'’S
WHO

BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK
6PM ANDY V

CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB,
BALLINA, 7PM INO PIO

KINGSCLIFF BEACH HOTEL
8PM THE TEMPER TRAP

AN ADVERITURE SO BIG
ITLL LEAVE YOU BREATHLESS

IN CINEMAS
BOXING DAY

© o s
|t poxNG DaT

ONE OF THE B

6686 9600 BALLINA FAIR - 6680 8555 BYRON BAY

RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON
BAY, TANDIA JAY & THE
SHENANIGATORS

BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
3PM DAVE MCCREDIE +
BROOK CHIVELL DUO +
BELTERS ONLY + JAMIE
LOWE

HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4.30PM
THE FERAMONES

BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE
HOUSE 7PM BRUNS DOES
BURLESQUE

NORTH BYRON HOTEL 1.30PM
DANI QUAYLE MUSIC +DJ
NAT WHITE

HAVEN, BYRON BAY, 4PM
NARCISS B2B MORPHENA,
ANATOLE SERRET B2B

JAI PICCONE, BLADEXC,
KERRYFM , ZAC & JOE

THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY,
7PM MATT ARMITAGE DUO
8PM DUELLING PIANO BAR,
SEASIDE, 10PM DJ BILLY
BAILEY

WANDANA BREWING CO.,,
MULLUMBIMBY, 4.30PM DJ
LAINIE GODIVA

BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK
6PM ANDY MCLEOD

CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB,
BALLINA, 8PM WEAR THE
FOX HAT

TIMBRE, LISMORE, 6PM
SYLVIE MILLARD

KINGSCLIFF BEACH HOTEL
5PM PETE MURRAY

SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 5PM
ISAAC FRANKHAM

CLUB LENNOX 7PM LUKE
YEAMAN

RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
FAT ALBERT

BEACH HOTEL, BYRON
BAY, 4.30PM FLEETWOOD
NICKS + DJ LONGTIME +
FISH560CTAGON + LILY
STEEL

THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY,
7PM DAN HANNAFORD 9PM
VINYL SUNDAYS FT JIMMY
TRASH + DUELLING PIANO
BAR

HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4PM
HAYLEY GRACE & THE BAY
COLLECTIVE

BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE
HOUSE 6PM BRUNS DOES
BURLESQUE

MULLUMBIMBY EX-SERVICES
CLUB 3PM KIDS KARAOKE

IS

WANDANA BREWING CO,,
MULLUMBIMBY, 4.30PM DJ
MONSIOUR DIOP

ST JOHN'S SCHOOL HALL,
MULLUMBIMBY, 6PM TENZIN
CHOEGYAL

BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 1PM
ROO FRIEND TRIO

ELTHAM HOTEL 4PM
MATTHEW ARMITAGE

PEARCES CREEK HALL 4PM
CHARLEY CASTLE AND THE
BOYS IN THE WELL

BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK
2.30PM BALLINA BLUES
CLUB FEAT IMPERIAL BLUES
REVIEW

SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA,
3PM THE FERAMONES

RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
STEPHEN LOVELIGHT

BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
6PM INO PIO

THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY,
6PM LACHIE DWYER,

8PM DUELLING PIANO BAR,
9PM DJ RENEE SIMONE

HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM DAN
HANNAFORD

BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 1PM
HENRY WEST

RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
CINNAMON SUN

BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
8PM IZAEAH MARSH +
GOOD NEIGHBOURS + JACK
GRAY

THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY,
6PM MARSHALL OKELL,
8PM DUELLING PIANO BAR,
9PM DJ DAVI BANGMA

HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM
BENNY D WILLIAMS

RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
JESSE WHITNEY

THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY,
6PM INO P10 8PM DUELLING
PIANO BAR 9PM DJ ALICE
QUIDDINTON

HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM
BENNY O'DWYER

THE PADDOCK PROJECT,
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM CURRY
JAM

ELTHAM HOTEL 6.30PM NOT
QUITE FOLKJAM

to post your gig in

Ft ee'. the Echo Gig Guide

It will appear in the paper, the online gig suide and on Bay FM
email gigs@echo.net.au with the details

www.echo.net.au



Classifieds

ECHO CLASSIFIEDS - 66841777

CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS

DEADLINETUES 12PM

PHONE ADS

AT THE ECHO HEAD

Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777

OFFICE

Publication day is Wednesday, booking deadlines
are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT

Ads can be lodged in person at

EMAIL ADS

Village Way, Stuart St,

Display (box ads) and line classifieds, email:
classifieds@echo.net.au

Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to
Friday, 9am-5pm. Ads can't be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

the Mullum Echo office:
Mullumbimby

LINE ADS:

$17:°° for the first two lines
$5 for each extra line
$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

DISPLAY ADS (with a border): $14
per column centimetre
These prices include GST.

Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.

CLASSIFIEDS THAT
WORK ALL WEEK!

Echo Classies also appear online:
www.echo.net.au/classified-ads

Advertisements placed in The Byron
Shire Echo do not reflect the views or
opinions of the editorial staff.

The Byron Shire Echo does not make
any representations as to the accuracy
or suitability of any content or
information contained in advertising
material nor does publication constitute
in any way an endorsement by The
Byron Shire Echo of the content or
representations contained therein.
The Byron Shire Echo does not accept
any liability for the representations or
promises made in paid advertisements
or for any loss or damage arising from
reliance on such content,
representations or promises.

PUBLIC NOTICES

WHERE TO GET THE ECHO
If you live in Newrybar, Lennox Head or
Ballina, but outside our current home
delivery area, you can pick up an Echo
from many locations, including:
Newrybar Providore Newrybar; Richies
IGA Ballina, Ballina RSL, One Stop Shop
Ballina, Ballina Golf Club East Ballina,
Brighton St Takeaway near the Shawsy,
Seagrass Lennox, Lennox pub drive-
through, Station St Grocer Lennox

LOCALS SPECIAL!

BRUNSWICK HEADS
CHRISTMAS CARNIVAL
BANNER PARK

Any Sunday until
25" Jan 2026 from 6.30pm

3did L An9g

JOANNE MARIA PALMER (nee baker)

10/11/1963 - 24/11/2025
Aged 62 years

It is with heartbroken sadness
and deep sorrow that we share

beautiful loving Jo.

Yoo

Loving and caring mother to
Rick and Daniel partner to
Kevin, daughter to Joan and
Colin Baker (both dec) sister
to Tim, Serina, Kerry and Kim,
aunty and great aunty to all
her nephews and nieces and
beautiful loving dear friend to
so many people.

We will never forget your huge
smile, your beautiful, loving,
caring, helpful and giving
nature and attitude towards life

with you the sudden loss of our

and the abundance of love and
positivity that radiated from
you everywhere that you went.

We love you so much Jo. Until
we're all together again be free
with the Angels, swim with the
dolphins and soar wherever the
four winds may take you.

A b
X0 X0 X0 X0 X0

For all who knew and loved
our Angel Jo, a funeral service
will be held in her home town

Byron Bay and those details will
follow at a later date.

YOoVVVQO
X0 X0 X0 X0 X0

W LIFE CELEBRATIONS

KEITH BROWN
Dad, your passion for life and
enthusiasm in friendships will always
remain our most cherished memories.
Forever close to our hearts.
Love Shane & Liz

» Sausage sizzle * Hot

10am to 12pm
In the Ballina
Presbyterian Hall

COMMUNITY
HOT BRUNCH

FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH

dogs * Sandwiches

» Coffee & tea ¢ Fruit Salad
EVERYONE WELCOME

Come one come all and join us in a meal or just a chat.
Takeaway most welcome: COVID safe rules apply.
Frozen takeaway meals now available.

/ﬁ

Corner of Cherry & Crane. Just behind the Presbyterian Church.

BEAUTIFUL RELAXING
Professional deep tissue massage
Mobile service available. Ph
0410395368

HYPNOSIS & NLP

Over 30 years of experience
WendyPurdey.com. Ph 0497 090 233

TRADEWORK

KINESIOLOGY

Clear subconscious sabotages.
Reprogram patterns and beliefs.
Restore vibrancy and
physical health. De-stress.
0403125506
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

o =

ale Wlessenager
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T Kinesiology, Crystal Healing ‘
i Energy Psychology
Reiki
0413 003301

www.katemessengerkinesiology.com.au

FTF
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RESOLUTION
+
HYPNOSIS

SUCCESS

Michael Schubert
BSc MScSoc GDPsych DH
0474179 1M

JOYCE MONA RANKIN
12/11/1923 - 13/12/2025

Privately cremated
Joyce died peacefully at home
We invite you to celebrate
her life with us at the Ocean
Shores Country Club, Saturday,
10/1/3026 from 1lam - 2pm.

RSVP Judie Corr
walker2thecorr@live.com.au

TIME FOR A NEW YEAR RESET?
Restore your body and nervous system
with professional massage therapy in a
peaceful Upper Main Arm forest sanctuary.

Trusted local practitioner.
Private, safe and professional space.
Justin 0490 132 697

HYPNOSIS & EFT

Simple and effective solutions.
Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma.
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

Mindfulness @ Work

Bring greater focus,
clarity and calm into
your workplace.

Certified Mindfulness
Educator Paul Bibby
0401 926 090

Body Based
Psychotherapy

Somatic Practice
Julie Wells 4

Anne Qoslett
(hee Mannix)

Dip.Som.Psych, Clinical PACFA Reg.
Individual and Couple Therapy
Supervision and Coaching

(02) 6685 5185

9 Fletcher St, Byron Bay

TREE FERNS
Any shape, size. Royalties paid.
Ongoing supply needed. 0414904396

LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop
crap! Matt 0401955052

The Liquid Waste Specialists!

1 | i d |

LEAF IT TO US - Tree Care Specialists
Local, qualified, insured, free quotes.
Big to small we enjoy it all - 0402487213

e Arhorist e 15" Wood
Chipper ¢ Stump Grinder
* Fully Insured

Byron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 3140

Mohile 0417 698 227

"1 _TREE SERVICES

20 years local experience

© 19 inch chipper ¢ Stump grinding
o Cherry picker * Crane truck ¢ Bob Cat

Fully insured « Free quotes
0427 347 380

CARAVANS

CARAVANS
We buy, sell & consign.
All makes & models.
0408 758 688

HOUSES FOR SALE

2 FREE STANDING HOUSES ON ONE
BLOCK IN GOONELLABAH. https://www.
domain.com.au/8a-8b-jennifer-place-
goonellabah-nsw-2480-2019800564
OR mobile 0429023402

GARAGE SALES

Tip Runs &

Rubbish
Removal

0408 210 772

LOCAL REMOVAL

& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly,
with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

BALLINA SELF-STORAGE UNITS
Secure. From $22p/w. Ranging from
10-44 m3. Across 3 locations.
66867011

POSITIONS VACANT

PART-TIME
SUPPORT WORKER
required for 88-year-old woman for two
hours in the morning and one hour in
afternoon every Friday and Sat. Duties
are: dog walking, light house work, light
assistance around house and garden
and occasional errands, but she can
manage cooking and personal care
herself without assistance. Call
0410540592

SCT LOGISTICS
TRUCK WASHERS
Temporary opportunity. We're looking
for truck washers at our SCT Logistics
depot, 117 Baraang Drive Broadwater
NSW 2472 (sugar mill site). Mon to Fri,
38-hour week, weather dependant.
Starts in December and runs through to
the end of January. Full training
provided..Please send brief resume to
Wendy.Keel@sctlogistics.com.au or
during office hours call 0409568795

THE OTHER JOINT is seeking a front of
house allrounder. mullum@otherjoint.com

LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Work
available in busy adult parlour. Travellers
welcome. 66816038 for details.

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED
Flexible work hours - perfect 2nd income
Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

( )

Nurse Practitioner
Grafton, Coffs Harbour
& North Coast NSW
Nursing - General Medical &
Surgical (Healthcare & Medical)

Full time
$100,000 - $150,000 per year

Apply now with :
kelly.onley@tirecruitment.com.au
0411641919

And take the next step in your
career as a Nurse Practitioner with
Tier One Recruitment

OFFICE/WORKSPACE 42sqm $350pw
Billinudgel. Ph Lifestyle Group 66851206

SUN, MOON & TIDES
- TIMES FOR NEXT 2 WEEKS
DATE DAY, | SUN [MOON| HIGH LOW
(becisan) MOON |RISE /| RISE /| TIDES, TIDES,
cHan) | PHASE | SET | SET | height (m) | height (m)
5:50 | 16:29 | 0629 1.62;
31 | W | 506 | 209 | 1824116 | 1252049
5:51 | 17:41 | 07:28 1.76 | 00:210.22
1 TH 19:47 | 2:57 | 19:311.15 | 14:010.40
2 F 5:52 | 18:52 | 08:221.86 | 01:150.17
19:47 | 3:55 | 20:301.16 | 15:000.31
3 5:52 | 19:55 | 09:15 1.94 | 02:06 0.14
19:47 | 5:01 | 21:241.17 | 15:510.25
5:53 | 20:48 | 10:04 1.96 | 02:58 0.13
4 SU 19:47 | 6:12 | 22:151.19 | 16:380.23
5 M 5:54 | 21:33 | 10:511.94 | 03:46 0.14
19:47 | T:24 | 23:021.20 | 17:230.24
6 TU 5:55 | 22:10 | 11:341.87 | 04:350.19
19:48 | 8:32 | 23:491.20 | 18:050.27
5:55 | 22:43 05:230.28
T W fous | o6 | 1215176 | 5503
5:56 | 23:12 | 00:361.20 | 06:110.39
8 TH 19:48 | 10:36 | 12:531.62 | 19:220.36
9 E 5:57 | 23:40 | 01:271.19 | 07:010.52
19:48 | 11:33 | 13:29 1.47 | 20:00 0.40
5:58 02:241.20 | 08:000.63
10 SA 19:48 | 12:28 | 14:071.33 | 20:380.43
11 5:58 | 0:08 | 03:301.23 | 09:130.72
19:48 | 13:22 | 14:521.20 | 21:230.45
12 M 5:59 | 0:37 | 04:381.29 | 10:400.75
19:48 | 14:17 | 15:50 1.09 | 22:140.46
6:00 | 1:10 | 05:401.36 | 12:030.71
13 TU 19:48 | 15:13 | 17:011.03 | 23:09 0.46
6:01 | 1:46 | 06:311.45
14 W 19:48 | 16:10 | 18:121.02 13:090.64
Data sourced from Bureau of P
Meteorology. Times adjusted for
Daylight Savings when applicable.

www.echo.net.au
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WORK WANTED

WORDPRESS WEBSITE CREATION
Fair rates info@wordpressit.com.au

1or 2 MEN + UTE

Furniture and rubbish removals
Over 15 years exp. Jarrod 0415 139 308

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

EN\/

) = =

AW.

Mullumbimby & District
Neighbourhood Centre
Connwﬁng the Elolran Shire Commun?‘h]

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
- Kitchen Hands -
- Retail Assistants -
- Drivers and Co-driver -

- Community Support
Assistants -

MDNC is in need of dedicated
volunteers to be part of a big
loving family.

Al skill sets welcome.
Contact Sylvia -
Volunteer Coordinator
Mon-Fri

6684 1286

Nimby, the most gentle and affectionate
soul was rescued from the streets of Nimbin
looking rather worse for wear! He has
improved so much now, and has shown us
what a gentle, easy going boy he is, and so
full of love! If you would like a quiet, laid
back, friendly cat Nimby is the one!

3 y.0 Microchip 9910039028276652.

See more on our fb page!

To make an appointment
0403 533 589 -« Billinudgel
petsforlifeanimalshelter.net

- s
Tevi and all at the AWL shelter would
like to wish you all a safe & happy
Christmas. To everyone who has adopted
from us, fostered for us & supported us
this year, we really thank you & to those
who are thinking of adopting from us in
2026, weeks really hope you do!

To meet Tevi & our other cats & kittens,

please visit the Cat Adoption Centre
at124 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby.

OPEN:Tues 2.30-4.30pm
Thurs 3-5pm

Sat 10am-12 noon

Call AWL on 0436 845 542

Like us on Facebook!

AWL NSW Rehoming Organisation - h
Number: R251000222 ANIMAL ",

Adobe
Tutoring

Experienced
Professional
Tutor
* Photoshop

e Indesign
e |llustrator

contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

www.thinkblinkdesign.com

FELIZ CUMPLEANOS
TO OUR PISCO QUEEN

LOST & FOUND

FOUND VOUCHERS

The coupons snipped out of my Echo
from last week were luckily published
again in this week’s Echol!

FOUND
The email address of Royal, (formerly
known as Prince) Andrew’s alleged
pseudonym - The Invisible Man
abx17 @dial.pipex.com

PET SITTER AVAILABLE
Kind, confident animal carer available
for your four-legged fur baby.
References available.
Call Pawla on 0415340744

Kodyis a 1.5 year old Border Collie X.
He would thrive in an active family on a property
where he can enjoy plenty of enrichment and
stimulation to keep him happy and engaged.
MC#991003002698971

For more information contact
Yvette on 0421831128.
Please complete an Expression of Interest
at:https:/friendsofthepound.com/
adoption-expression-of-interest/

Visit friendsofthepound.com to

view other dogs and cats looking for ahome.
ABN 83126 970 338

! ONLY ADULTS

Need proper erotic relaxation?
Tantric Massage

Men, Women, Couples. Ph 0480779325

CURIOUS ABOUT PEGGING?
ivso.me/venus-knox

BALLINA EXCLUSIVE
34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late.

In & Out Calls. 66816038. Ladies wanted

Find us on Facebook and Twitter!

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP
Large variety of toys and lingerie
6/6 Tasman Way, A&l Est, Byron Bay
66856330

Couples 3 Way Play

SOCIAL ESCORTS

LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available
for your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself.
In-house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

AMBULANCE, FIRE, POLICE 000
AMBULANCE Mullumbimby & Byron Bay............ccccoovccrrees 131233
POLICE Brunswick Heads 6629 7510

Mullumbimby 6629 7570

Byron Bay 6685 9499

Bangalow 6629 7500
STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE Storm & tempest damage, flooding...132 500
BRUNSWICK VALLEY RESCUE Primary rescu.u..uuuuumerrssssssseees 6685 1999
BRUNSWICK MARINE RADIO TOWER..............cooocciererscrnen 6685 0148
BYRON CENTRAL HOSPITAL 6639 9400

BYRON COUNCIL: EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS.......... 6622 7022
NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE (Mullumbimby) 6684 1286

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 24 hour crisis line.... .1800 656 463
LIFELINE 131114
MENSLINE 1300 789 978
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 24 hours .... .1800 423 431
AL-ANON Help for family and friends of alcoholics... 1300 252 666

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Meets daily
NORTHERN RIVERS GAMBLING SERVICE.
HIV/AIDS - ACON Confidential testing & information...

6622 1881

ANIMAL RESCUE (DOGS & CATS)
NORTHERN RIVERS WILDLIFE CARERS.............. 6628 1866
KOALA HOTLINE 6622 1233

WIRES - NSW Wildlife Information & Rescue Service...6628 1898

VIGILANT SINCE 1986

The Echas Market Guide

Find it online: www.echo.net.au/market-guide ~
MONTHLY MARKETS:

1tSAT:  Brunswick Heads Markets - 8am-2pm
1stSUN: Byron Community Market - 8am-3pm
Pottsville Beach Markets - 7am-1pm
2" SUN: The Channon Craft Market - 9am-3pm
Chillingham Markets - 8am-1pm
Coolangatta Arts & Craft Markets - 8am-2pm
Tabulam Community Market - 9am-1pm
34SAT:  Mullumbimby Community Market - 8am-2pm
Murwillumbah Makers & Finders Market - 9am-2pm
Salt Beach Markets, South Kingscliff/Casuarina - 8am-1pm
34SUN: Federal Village Market - 8am-2pm

Uki Buttery Bazaar Market - 8am-2pm
Pottsville Beach Markets - 7am-1pm
Lismore City Bowlo Markets - 9am-1pm
3 SUN (Dec & Jan): Byron Community Market - 8am-3pm
4t SAT:  Kyogle Bazaar - 9am-2pm
Last SAT: Evans Head Rotary Market - 8am-1pm
4t SUN: Bangalow Market - 8am-2.30pm
Nimbin Markets - 9am-3pm
Murwillumbah Showground Market - 8am-1pm
4% SUN (in a 5-Sunday month): Coolangatta Arts & Crafts - 8am-2pm
5t SUN: Nimbin Markets - 8.30am-3pm

Seasonal: Byron Beachside Market - four times a year: Wed 7th Jan 2026,
Easter, July and Sept

FARMERS/WEEKLY MARKETS:

Each TUE: New Brighton Farmers Market - 8am-11am
Lismore Organic Market - 7.30am-10.30am
Each WED: Murwillumbah Farmers Market - 7am-11am
Nimbin Farmers Market - 3pm-6pm
Newrybar Hall Twilight Market - 3pm-7.30pm
Each THU: Byron Bay Farmers Market - 7am-11am
Lismore Produce Market - 3pm-6pm
Each FRI: Mullumbimby Farmers Market - 7am-11am
Evans Head Farmers Market - 2.30pm-6.30pm
Each SAT: Bangalow Farmers Market - 7am-11am
Duranbah Road Farmers Market (Tropical Fruit World) 8am-11am
Uki Farmers Market - 8am-1pm
Lismore Farmers Market - 7.30am-11.30am
Byron Twilight Market (October to April) 4pm-9pm
Each SUN: Ballina Farmers & Producers Market - 7am-11am

&cho

The Echo updates this guide regularly, however sometimes
markets change their routine without letting us know.
Please get in touch if you want to advise us of a change.
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On The Horizon
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY

Email copy marked ‘On The Horizon’ to editor@echo.net.au.

Free bushwalk to
Unicorn Falls

Join us for a relaxing bushwalk down
to the beautiful Unicorn Falls! This
Grade 3 walk, approximately 5km
return, takes you through scenic
bushland to the falls, where you can
enjoy the views and the tranquil
surroundings. Swimming is optional,
so bring your swimmers. A morning
tea will be provided at the falls.

Call Di on 0427 026 935 to carpool.
When: Saturday January 3, 2026 from
9am - 12pm. Where: Start at Manns
Road Carpark (approx. 3.5km from
Rowlands Creek Road or Main Arm/
Skyline Roads intersection - Google
‘Gidjuum Gulganyi Walk Carpark’).
The event is run by Together She
Thrives, a not-for-profit charity

that creates free events for women
and teen girls. For more visit www.
togethershethrives.org.au.

Free Trivia Night

Join us for a fun and relaxed night of
trivial No need to worry if you’re not

a trivia expert — it’s all about having
fun, connecting, and enjoying a night
out with the girls. When: Tuesday,
January 6, 2026 from 6pm till 8pm.
Where: Brunswick Heads Bowling
Club, 107 Tweed Street, Brunswick
Heads. The event is run by Together
She Thrives. For more visit www.
togethershethrives.org.au.

Free Macrame
Workshop - Make a
Plant Hanger

Get creative at our hands-on
macrame workshop! You’ll learn to
make your own plant hanger, guided
step by step — no experience needed
and everything is provided. When:
Wednesday, January 14,2026 from
1.30pmtill 4pm. Where: Mullumbimby
RSL This workshop is open to
everyone, but spaces are limited, so
we’ll have a waiting list once spots
are filled. Email jyotiwindshuttle6o@
gmail.com. The event is run by
Together She Thrives. For more visit
www.togethershethrives.org.au.

Regular As Clockwork

DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY

Please note that, owing to space restrictions, not all entries may be
included each week. Email copy marked ‘Regular As Clockwork’ to

editor@echo.net.au.
Tech-savvy seniors

Free, fun tech lessons are on at
Byron Bay Library. Join our friendly
training sessions where library staff
help you to get online and build your
digital skills. The 40-minute Friday
sessions offer a broad range of topics
to choose from that will help you
gain confidence and stay connected.
Bookings essential at:
www.rtrl.nsw.gov.au or phone the
Byron Bay branch 6685 8540.

Bruns backgammon

The Bruns Backgammon Club meets
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each
month at the CWA Hall in Brunswick
Heads, from 5.30pm till 7pm. It’s a
relaxed, social evening open to all
skill levels - newcomers are always
welcome!

Sing and play along

Free weekly sing along sessions

for over 70s in Mullumbimby, on
Wednesdays from 10.30 to 11.30am.
Feel free to bring your ukulele and/or
guitar and enjoy singing the songs of
your youth. Limited spaces. Contact
Magenta on 0447 844 215.

Free baby clothes

Free baby clothes are available each
Friday morning (during school terms)
from 10-12am at Mullumbimby CWA
Hall, corner of Tincogan and Gordon
sts. And if you like hanging out with
mums and bubs and have a penchant
for folding tiny clothes, we’re always
keen for more volunteers to join our
happy team! More info:
www.pbbmedia.org/outreachhub.
Contact: hello@pbbmedia.org.

Mullumbimby District
Neighbourhood Centre

Mullumbimby & District
Neighbourhood Centre is open
Monday-Friday 9am-4pm (closed
12.30-1.30pm for lunch). We offer

a variety of services. Everyone is
welcome. Call reception on 6684 1286.
Some of our services include:

Flood recovery support service:
personalised, long-term support

for those impacted by the floods.
Community support: food parcels,
meals, showers, assistance with
electricity bills. Work Development
Orders.

Listening Space: free counselling.
More Than A Meal: free community

lunch Tuesday-Thursday
12.30-1.30pm.

Financial counselling

Staying Home, Leaving Violence
program: Information, referral, and
advocacy.

Gulganii affordable pantry shop:
located at 3 Bridgeland Lane.
Orange Sky: free laundry service Mon
morning & Wed afternoon.

To enquire about accessing any

of these services call reception

6684 1286, check our website
www.mdnc.org.au, or follow us

on Facebook or Instagram. @
mullumbimbyneighbourhoodcentre.

Byron Community

The Byron Community Centre
provides community services

and programs including meals,
advocacy and counselling for locals
in need. Fletcher Street Cottage: A
welcoming, safe and respectful space
where people who are experiencing
or at risk of homelessness can come
to enjoy practical relief opportunities,
find connections and access broader
support. Fletcher Street Cottage
services are open Tuesday-Friday;
breakfast 7am-9am; showers and
laundry 7am-12pm; office support
9am-12pm. Individual support
appointments with community
workers and specialist services
available please book on (02) 6685
7830. Fletcher Street Cottage, 18
Fletcher St, Byron Bay. More info:
www.fletcherstreetcottage.com.au.
Byron Seniors Club:
www.byronseniors.com.au.

More info on Community Services:
www.byroncentre.com.au

Phone: (02) 6685 6807.

Low-cost or free food

Food Box Thursdays 9.30-11.30am

at Uniting Church, Mullumbimby. You
may purchase cheap food, obtain free
veges, and enjoy a cuppa. We will be
closed from December 18 and re-open
on February 5,2026. For all enquiries
please phone Gill 0428 846 328. The
Hub Baptist Church in Ocean Shores
has food relief available for anyone
doing it tough, please contact us on
0434 677747 if you find yourself doing
it tough. No ID or Concession Card
required. NILs referral service also
available. Check Facebook page The
Hub Baptist Ocean Shores for details.
Liberation Larder Takeaway lunches
and groceries Monday and Thursday
12 till1pm. Fletcher Street end of the
Byron Community Centre.

www.echo.net.au
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ECHO SERVICE DIRECTORY
RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE

Deadline: For additions and changes is 12pm Friday
Line ads: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid

Display ads: $70 per week for colour display ad.
Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid.
Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high.
New ads will be placed at end of section.

Contact: 6684 1777 or adcopy@echo.net.au
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SERVICE DIRECTORY INDEX

Accountants & Bookkeepers 33
Acupuncture .........ccceveurnenns 33
Air Conditioning &
Refrigeration .........cccceeuenee 33
Architects .....cccovvueuerenennnes 33
Automotive.........ccceeururueee 33
Barber Shops ......ccccevenenene 33
Blinds, Awnings, Curtains,
Shutters.......ccceoveuererenenncnes 33
Bricklaying..........cccceveneee. 33
Building Trades .........ccccuee. 33
Bush Regeneration & Weed
Control 33
Carpentry & Joinery ........... 33
Chimney Sweeping............. 33
Cleaning .......ccceeeveuereururnnnes 33
Computer Services ............. 33
Concreting & Paving........... 33
Decks, Patios & Extensions.. 33
Design & Drafting .............. 33
Driveway Maintenance....... 34
Earthmoving & Excavation.. 34
Electricians .........cccecececnenee. 34
Fencing......coceceveevecnnsnnnennes 34
Floor Sanding & Polishing... 34
Garden & Property
Maintenance............c....... 34
Gas Fitters, Suppliers &
Servicing.......coceceveeeveururnnnes 34
GQuttering......coceceveeeveurununnee 34

CAR BODY REMOVAL

CASH ONTHE SPOT GUARANTEE
$50-$1000 .
WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES &VANS

PHONE 0466 113 333 247

Handypersons 34 EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au
Health 4
ealt 3 BARBER SHOPS
Hire 34
HypNOherapy.....ooeroeon. 34 | PENSIONERS/KIDS FROM $25 ~ ADULTS FROM $30: 6 Brunswick Tee Mullum....0421 679015
Landscaping .........cccocevenecee 34 BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS
Locksmith ........cccocereeeevenenee 34
Pest Control ...........cccunenee. 34 BYRON BAY
Photography.......ccceevrueune. 34 =
Physiotherapy.........ccceuce... 34 I“
Picture Framing ................. 34 BLINDS SHUTTERS AWNINGS CURTAINS
Plastering.....
LOCAL M SUNSCREENS
Plumbers.........
Removalists SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM N ’|
..... e -
Rendering..........cooevvvnevenne. @ 6680 8862 ;
ROOFING....ccrverrreerreerrannes 35 FREE MEASURE QUOTE ./
Rubblsh Removal 35 ON OUR COMPLETE RANGE OF
.............. INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Self Storage ........ecvuvencnnne 35 WINDOW TREATMENTS
Septic Systems .........ceueeueee 35 1184 Centennial Gircuit Byron Bay |
Solar Installation ............... 35 SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION N -:‘1
Television Services ............. 35 | | www.blinddesignbyronbay.com.au ﬁ ROLL BLINDS
Tiling 35
Tree Services ......oereerrverens 35 BRICKLAYING
Transportation Services...... 35 | ooy m1 o LavING ontractrs. Lc 291958C.Phone Mtk . 0409 444268
Upholstery.......ccccceeeeeeuennee 35
Valuers ......coeeveeererenunnnes 35 BUILDING TRADES
Veterinary Surgeons ........... 35 «DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable
Water Filters .......cueeeuuuen.. 35 market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).
Welding.....cccceveveururrcncnnnes 35 .
Window Cleaning & Repairs 35 B& B T| m be rs
Window Tinting .........c.c..... 35 é 686791 1
110 Teven Road, Ballina

ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS

BYRON BOOKKEEPING BAS, Payroll, AR/AP, Xero, QB, MYOB.........ccooossueurrerrrccssssnnenns 0415 639548
BOOKKEEPER Reg BAS provider, payroll, A/P, A/R. Xero & MYOB. Local, reliable. ........0410 206627

BLOOMING BOOKKEEPING and BAS Agent

Ph Leah 0434 121077

ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M COllis......cvcccvorreemrrenrcccsssnennreenee 0490 022183

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION

Mullumbimby
Refrigeration &
Airconditioning
Services

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby
Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492

- Sales - Installation — Repairs

- All Commercial Refrigeration

- Residential & Commercial
Airconditioning

- Coolroom Design & Construction

- Freezer Rooms

6684 2783

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 23 yrs exp. Lic. 178464C AU30147 ........ccovmvrvvvverrrsns 0422291433

ARTISAN AIR Airconditioning and refrigeration.

66809394

OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 WWW.0CEANAIC.COM.AU cerrrrrrrsssssssssssssssssssssmssseens 0412251392  BYRON BAY CARPENTRY & CONSTR. Decks, kitchen, bath, laundry. Lic 337421c.......0432 549082  MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com

www.echo.net.au

New logo - Same quality & service

Structural - Landscaping
Fencing - Composite Decking
Hardwood - Pine - Hardware

sales@bbtimbers.com.au

S

TIMBERS

www.bbtimbers.com.au

BUILDER — JOHN MCGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C.......... 0415793242
HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C..........uuumuummummemmmmmmmmmmmmmmmennennnns 0432 565060
FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C...........ccccccccee. 66808162
CARPENTER/ JOINER 30 years experience. Prompt efficient service. Fully insured. Other licensed trades
avail, incl plastering/painting etc. 24/7 Emergency 4WD call-out avail. Lic 43794C ........0423 500693
BUILDER Extensions, maintenance, new homes, insurance, landscaping Lic19953Q....... 0403 458177
SEA LION BUILDERS: All Building Works / Maintenance Lic #243734C ............oove.. Ph 0407 351720
VIDLER BUILT decks, extensions, bathrooms, kitchens, timber fencing Lic 304237c.......0413 502281

BUSH REGENERATION & WEED CONTROL

THE GREEN WAVE: native reforestation and weed management..............c.cco... (John) 0491 117656

CHIMNEY SWEEPING

BLACKS CHIMNEY SWEEPING & REPAIRS AHHA member, insured. 3rd generation .....66771905

Services List

0426119550

(Low Pressure Softwashing)

L/ )
Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings, H H  Nojob too big or small
Solar panels, Retaining walls N y Obligation free quote
Driveways, Paths, Pavers, /I’O,?) \]é? Fully insured
) HERN R ’
Fences, Decks, Patios, n @
Pool areas. AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING '."4

Locall;!'owned and Operated
Residential and Commercial

e

Byron B

ronBay § Stars
CLEANING SERVICE

CLEANS: Holiday, Residential, Bond, Commercial, Spring.

Phone Mick 0409 009 024

ROOFS

SOLAR PANELS
GUTTERS

HOUSE WASH
DRIVEWAYS & PATHS

Andy

Email: mickbhl@gmail.com

| |
T

e
-

:Zi/_:'i

Sheen

EXTERIOR CLEANING

Fully insured | Servicing the Northern Rivers & Gold Coast

BETTY’S CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
PRESSURE WASH IT WASHING !!!

........... Text 0476 984649

Text YOKO 0475040733

COMPUTER SERVICES

§1 ") Phone or email: 0420 235 624

contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

FLASH COMPUTERS Mac & PC. Affordable & helpful. 77 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby..02 66844124

CONCRETING & PAVING

SALISBURY

CONCRETING

DARYL 0418 234 302

Over 30 yrs’ local experience.
All forms of concreting.
Residential = Civil = Industrial

Lic.136717¢

SHAKA CONCRETING Driveways, sheds, slabs, p/ways, patios. Insured & Lic#391742C....0402 728207

MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com

DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS

QUALITY DECK RESTORATION
FREE QUOTE: 0455 573 554

................... 0402613638

RGUEREFINISHING.COM

CARPENTRY & JOINERY BYRON BAY FLOOR SANDING by Chris Wallace. Quality assured. Best prices............... 0408 536565

LOCAL CARPENTER small, medium or large jobs. Lic 207899C.........cumrrrrrreeneens Ph 0431048856 DECK REFINISHING EVANS HEAD Customer satisfaction guaranteed...................... 0413 786879
ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Reliable. 20 years exp. ...........cccceweessesseee. 0437 202050 DES'GN & DRAFTI NG
BENNETT CARPENTRY Construction & maintenance. bennettcarpentry.com.au........0448 031221

.................... 0402613638
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DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT
& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859

SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

¢

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

MC2 RURAL Earthmoving, mulching, camphor/weeds, property maintenance........... 0427 900701

TINY EARTHWORX

Philip Toovey
0409 799 909

various implements available for limited access projects

(¢) 360 EARTH

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS
» DRAINAGE DESIGN « DRIVEWAYS « PADS « WATERWAYS
« ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344939 www.360earth.com.au

5T Excavator & Skidsteer
8 Tonne Tipper

Drainage Consultation & Installation
Landscaping Install & Supply
Retaining & Rockwalls Attachments:
Bulk & Green Waste Removal Rock Grabber, Auger

350/450, Compactor

All Earthworks Requirements

—
GAIA EARTHWORKS

FROM THE GROUND UP, WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED

BEN - 0499 985 555 License 479630C. Fully Insured.

NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr. 0402 716857

ELECTRICIANS

COUGHIRANN "
EL_=CTRICANAL

0439 624 945 AH 02 6680 4173

DOMESTIC ALL JOBS: SMALL
COMMERCIAL OR LARGE
24 HOUR SERVICE Lic: 154293c

LEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIAN
DOMESTIC o COMMERCIAL o INDUSTRIAL
SERVICING: o Tweed o Byron o Lismore o Kyogle

Positiv

Electrical

o Mains installs / alterations o Switchboard upgrades
o Meter queries » Tree maintenance near services
Matthew Rutland matt.positivelectrical@gmail.com

0439733703

NSW Lic# 312117 ASP Lic# 5547 AUTHORISATION# 503808

E4 Electrical Services

Electrical Services for Byron Shire

= Commercial/Industrial & Domestic

= Power, Lighting, Networks & Starlink

= Security & Home Automation Solutions
jphipps@e4electrical.com.au
0410 502 060

Reliable & Responsive | All Size Jobs | # 116612C

JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data, TV, TV Antennas. Lic 133082C ....0432 289705
BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small...0422 136408
JIM LABELLE ELECTRICAL 0.Shores, Mullum, Byron, Bruns. Lic 176417C.......ccovvsssicceed 0415 126028
ATLEE ELECTRICAL Lennox/Ballina/Byron. All jobs Lic125138C 0499 456558
TOPAZ ELECTRICAL. Al electrical work. Reliable. Lic No. 461605C.. ... Ph 0421707380

BYRON & BEYOND FENCING. Any fence, any time, prompt quotes...... 0439 162 069 or 66802393
EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. 0432107262
FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable.......0416 424256
TOM’S FARM MAINTENANCE Fencing, orchards, cattle work. Experienced & reliable. 0412 860132
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FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING

THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

All aspects of gardening
and mowing

Enhancive garden
makeovers

LIVING | EARTH GARDENS

ACREAGE
MOWING

0428856687

bladerunnerbyron@gmail.com

Est. 2010

.. Plagerunnermowing.com.au =
MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter................ 0423 756394
GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured .66841778 or 0405 922839
A-Z Garden maintenance, acreage, gutters, rubbish removal, tip runs, top jobs .......ccc...... 0405 625697
LEAF ITTO US Tree care specialists & acreage mowing 0402 487213
TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m’ trailer 0408210772
RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging......... 0424 805660
GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael ............c.ccoococ. 0497 842442
BLADE RUNNER ACREAGE MOWING Local, reliable 0428 856687
BRUSH-CUTTING Whipersnip, clearing saw, light chain Saw....................ueeuveeeeens Rob 0455 587425

NORTHERN RIVERS SLASHING & LANDCARE.... Call Keni on 0417 509299
GW MOWING Ride-on /acreage. Tip runs .(all George on 0408 244820
GROWING WELL gardens residential lawns, hedging and design. 20 years experience .0413 459545
THE GREEN WAVE: Eco property and garden are ..............cccouueveeeeeeessssenneens (John) 0491 117656
COAST & COUNTRY Acreage mowing, prop. maintenance, prof. reliable service... Mike 0413 812582

ELGAS

7
(\
T

Free Delivery

No Rental
Reliable L I N S W
QD% VALLEY

www.brunswickvalleygas.com ¢ 0408 760 609

Locally Owned

/ No Rental Fees
: " Servicing your area
= - Free Call: 1300 727 013

Email:swapabottle@bigpond.com

Gutter guard
Gutter cleaning
Locally owned
Fully insured
Free quotes

SPOTLESSGUﬁERS

The Gutter Guard Specialists

Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.
www.spotlessgutters.com.au

0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 94 239 089 086

HANDYPERSONS

HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, Welding ..........coccoceoccceueeeveensevnnenns 66884324 or 0476 600956
AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne................evvvvrvrrernnss 0423218417
ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark.......... 0402 281638
A HANDY GUY All trades & small construction. Bruns, Ocean, SGB & Mullum............... 0411 858201
PFM HANDYWORKS Repairs, pressure cleaning, Maintenance ..................... (all Aari 0484 729139
HOME MAINTENANCE Carpentry, painting, repairs, gardens, jet washing. Insured .....0434 705506
HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling ........ Michael 0421 896796

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Friendly, reliable. 20 years exp.................. 0437 202050
AW WOODWORK Furniture, kitchens, carpentry, handyman services. Call Adam........ 0455 813965
HANDYMAN 40 years experience in the building game. Call Paul.........c.ccccccovvccrsennn 0422 017072
THF SERVICES home maintenance, repairs, garden WOrK ................eeeeeeersersesssssssssssen 0402 019625

ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne ..... .66857366
MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations............. 66843002
AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen — Om Healing...............rnessennec 0422 387370
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE. Sports, remedial, Swedish. Discount rates. ................ Mark 0448 441194

MULLUM HIRE Marquees & all event equipment. Tools & machinery. Pool supplies & service 66843003

HYPNOTHERAPY

MOONLIGHT HYPNOTHERAPY QHHT, RTT for clarity, healing, insight, purpose. Teresa 0422 179941

LANDSCAPING

%ﬂfe/f,@ﬂ 19

BYRON BAY

Swim Ponds, Landscaping,
Water Features, Earth Moving

0448 401 638 [j[®)

GRACEWOOD
LANDSCAPES

Landscaping, Vegetation Control & Earthworks
® General Landscaping e Vegetation Control
® Excavations & Civil Residential

Call Paul 0403 316 711 gracewoodlandscapes.com.au Lic 474317C

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic 277154C.... 0423 700853

Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair .......0412 764148

PEST CONTROL

% A Rentokil Company

Book our Termite Inspection & Pest Control package this winter and
receive 10% off. Protect your home and save money with this limited-
time offer! Contact us today to schedule your appointment.

Phone 02 6685 4490 - Email: service@sanctuarypest.com.au

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL. 66842018

Tree Faerie Fotos

Professional « Commercial ¢ Personal

30+ years experience in commercial
photography and photojournalism

www.freefaeriefotos.com ¢ 0417 427 518

PHYSIOTHERAPY

OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics,

shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman 66803499
EWINGSDALE PHYSIO Matrix Therapy, all ages, massage, home visit. Renata... 0437 647137
PELVIC FLOOR PHYSIOTHERAPY Bangalow Mon & Wed. Lisa Fitzpatrick 0422993141

PICTURE FRAMING

MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in Ocean Shores 0403 734791

PLASTERER, TRADE QUALIFIED repairs, renovations, cornices, quality assured. Kurt 0431015414
CAPE BYRON PLASTERING. Gyprock/Venetian. 27 yrs exp, free quotes, lic + insured.0402 538155

Ben The Plumber

Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores, 1

YBrunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds *"1

30 years’ experience ==y

Lic: 321191C
Taking on work NOW!

0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com

www.echo.net.au
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v CCTV camera and locators
unbloelt -
PIPE CLEARING  V Electric eel
v 1.7t and 3m tipper truck
Drain clearing, inspections and repairs. . .
Reliable family owned and operated ¥ Blocked drain specialist
local business with 30 years plumbing  « 12 month guarantee
experience and the latest technology. on most jobs
Phone James 0429 888 683 v Fully insured Lic 378040C
N v

gcJDJ'LPro Plumbing Service
Reliable aud experienced
Plumbing - Drainage - LP Gas fitting

Roofing repairs tile and metal
Working in Byron Shire for over 20 years

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C....0419 019035
BRAD EVELEIGH PLUMBING based in Ocean Shores, no job too small. Lic 257153C........0438 140075
DAVE SPARKES Plumber Byron based, call out $110indl. first hour. Lic209669C............ 0418 167074

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO

From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth
Just give us a ring

 Freight services to Brisbane weekly
« Carriers of fine art - Furniture removal
 E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646

S 0

 MULLUMBIME
RELIABLE |
LS |

LD COAST » BYRON Y 0 8684,

o T

- Sydney - Gold Coast - Bfisbane - Melbourne
* North QId * Country ° Interstate - LOCAL
02 6684 2198 queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au

www.dansremovals.com

435 565 964

) o
r \ Call Dan for a quote ‘ \

et
|
BENNY CAN MOVEIT! 0402199999
RYAN'S MINI MOVES 0406 657 755

RENDERING / SOLID PLASTERING 25 years experience. Free quotes. .......... Ph John 0406 673176

FRCROOF PAINTING — Local, 10 years in biz, 150 x 5-star reviews. Free quotes........... 0419 789600

Serving from Ballina to Gold Coast.

- A Lifetime Warranty on Workmanship
- Double Satisfaction Checks
- Spotless Work Sites, Every Time

admin@oceanbluepr.com.au

www.oceanbluepr.com.au License # QBCC: 15327621 NSW: 381929C

RUBBISH REMOVAL

OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip SPECialists ...........c.uuuueerereeeeeseseessanne 0412161564 or 66841232
TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m’ trailer 0408210772
TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 7’ trailer. Prompt, reliable service...............oo... 0413 289443

BYRON SHIRE Rubbish and furniture removals. 0415139308

BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE 66858349

www.echo.net.au

Say Goodhye to Septic Woes
Tweed Ualley m Born & Bred Locals

SEPTICS'& B Qualified Plumbers
LIQUID WASTE Bt

B FREE septic evaluation
P MANAGEMENT with EVERY pump-out

Contact Daniel and the Team 24/7 for ALL your Septic
System needs 02 6672 1644 or 0418 751 765

r
m " v Servicing and repairs

v New installations
WASTEWATER

v Pre-purchase inspections
v Free quotes and honest
Servicing the Byron Shire
& Surrounds

advice
v Quality products

v Highly experienced local
plumbers

Phone James 0429 888 683 v Fully insured

Lic 378040C
S

TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C. 0407 439805
APPROVED COMPOST TOILETS, council reports, septics etc. www.poohsolutions.com..........0427 897496

SOLAR INSTALLATION

Serving Northern NSW since 1998

SUNBEAM SOLAR

Your local, qualified team
Specialists in standalone and grid interact system designs

sunbeamsolar.com.au
Elec Lic 353963C

0428 320 262

enquiries@sunbeamsolar.com.au

DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas.......... 66843575 or 0414 922786
INSTALL SERVICE: TV, Wi-Fi, AV, special pensioner/concession rate. ........... Damian 0414 741233

WALL & FLOOR TILER/WATERPROOFER/STONEMASON Lic 24418C. ........... Ph Karl 0439 232434
AJ'sTILING all aspects. Bathrooms, kitchens, walls, floors, waterproofing. Lic 239988C..0416 345202

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

BYRON
BUS C©

Door to Door Charter Services

Call 0490183 424

arrive@ byronbuscompany.com.au

Y
[=] 5k

Get a Quick Quote Now

Airport Transfers | Tours | Nights Out | Walks
Events | Parties | Weddings | Corporate | Festivals

"
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CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES

The Fully Insured Professionals

= Stump Grinding = Bobcat = Cherrypicker
= Crane Truck = 18" Chipper

Mark Linder Qualified Arborist

0408 202 184

choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

EST 2011

SENTINEL TREE CARE

QUALITY, PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
& EXPERTISE YOU CAN TRUST

Expert Pruning - Habitat Creation & Monitoring
Cleaning & Removal of Palms - Tree Removal

¥2:0421435 620

www.sentineltreecare.com.au

HART TREE SERVICES

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING

* 20 years local knowledge and experience * Fully insured / free quotes
* 19 inch chipper ¢ Bobcat ¢ Cherry picker ¢ Crane truck

www.harttreeservices.com.au

0427 347 380

- Professional Tree Removal,
Surgery & Maintenance

Tallow ¥

TREE SERVICES ‘,.-: = Stump Grinding
- Weed Control
ALL AREAS OF = Arborist Reporting & Consultancy
THE NORTHERN RIVERS & - EWP Cherry Picker Hire
SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND - Mulching of Green Waste

= 24 Hour Emergency Call-Out
- Professional, Reliable Service

Martino
TREE SERVICES

Byron Bay & Beyond

0435 019 524

TREE CARE SPECIALISTS

[ ]
it to us!
Local - Reliable - Insured

0402 487 213

leafittous.com.au
kascha@leafittous.com.a

17 Years Experience as an Arhorist
Experienced crew ready to go.

free Quotes | Insured | Amenity Tree Pruning
Removals | Chipping |Block Clearing
Council DA Assistance if required

Call Sam 0456 044602

GNP
TREE CARE

BYRON TREE SERVICES AQF Level 5 consulting arborist, insured..................... Call Alex 0402 364852

LEAF ITTO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes .......0402 487213

LOCAL TREE GUYS 15m crane truck. 18 inch chipper. Bobcat. ....Jason 0488 489159

OUT ON A LIMB TREE SERVICES Lucas Holland qualified arborist

UPHOLSTERY

BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists.................cccecceeeees 66805255

BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers............. 0431245460 0or 66857010

VETERINARY SURGEONS

MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Wills, Heidi Jenal. After hours avail............ 66843818
66840735

NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer

The Water Filter Experts

for home, commercial
and rural properties

6680 8200 or
0418 108 181

The

Shop

WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless ..0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS

CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David..............ccccccceeeceeessssnneenee 0421 906460

SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price.........o.cooccvveree. 0434 875009
0412 158478

SUNRISE window tinting, mobile Byron+ N. Rivers. Cars, homes, offices, etc
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Property Insider

A Blissful Sanctuary
Amongst the Trees

There’s something deeply calming
about being surrounded by green. That
feeling begins the moment you arrive at
this beautiful property - tall trees swaying
gently, birdsong drifting through the
canopy, and the unmistakable sense that
you’ve stepped into something rare.

This is Ocean Shores at its most private
and peaceful: a quiet cul-de-sac where
homes are tucked into the landscape
rather than imposed upon it, and where
Billinudgel Nature Reserve forms a leafy
backdrop that never gets old.

25 Flinders Way, Ocean Shores, has
been designed to bring the outside in.
Glass doors and louvred windows frame
views of the lush tropical garden at every
turn, and when you slide them open, the
boundaries dissolve - suddenly you’re
listening to the rustle of palm fronds and
feeling the cross breeze move through
the space.

There are four bedrooms, thought-
fully arranged for comfort and
privacy. The master suite is tucked
away from the other three, creating
a genuine parent’s retreat with its
own walk-in-robe and ensuite. It
opens directly onto the landscaped
garden - wake up to green, step out-
side in bare feet and start your day
immersed in the tropical surrounds.
The landscaping here is exceptional.

The covered entertaining area
offers a peaceful space to enjoy all
year round, while the large garage
plus a carport sort all your storage
needs.

B Let MANA show you how this could
be home. MANA - putting the soul
into local real estate. Call Julie-Ann
Manahan today to arrange your
private inspection 0411 081118

R LEASE
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

4/1 Boronia Place, Byron Bay Arts & Industrial Estate
J A beautifully designed, light-filled showroom in
Byron Bay's sought-after Arts & Industrial Estate
is now available for sublease. Crafted with natural,
refined finishes, the space offers an elevated
environment for creative or boutique businesses.

Features:
- . = Ground-floor showroom

= Airy mezzanine ideal for office or studio use

A rare opportunity to secure a thoughtfully
designed space in a thriving creative precinct.
Enquire:
hea}her@eyeofhoruscosmetics.com
\ 0429 622 147

Y "f?HOI:U&
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« Beautifully renovated, versatile family home in prime location.

« Prized northerly aspect, landscaped gardens, rare 20m street frontage.

« Fully self-contained ground floor perfect for granny flat or hosted Airbnb.

+ Modern, spacious kitchen with high-end fixtures. Luxurious bathrooms.

« Daikin ducted air-conditioning, separate office and separate studio/crea-
tive space.

« Perfect for the large family, dual living set up or those wanting income potential.

14 Short Street, Brunswick Heads 445m?

Contact Agent:
Nathan Donnelly
0421 942 630
nathan@nclp.com.au

Lifestyle

PROPERTIES

02 6685 1839

nathan@nclp.com.au

www.nclp.com.au

www.echo.net.au
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RRA ROAD, BINNA BURRA

Laid-Back Byron Living
Just Steps from Broken
Head Beach

—z ] W2 @m0

o Just 25 metres to the beach track and Broken Head
Nature Reserve

« North-facing, split-level design capturing sea breezes
and natural light

* Expansive timber decks with rainforest outlooks and
outdoor hot/cold bath

« Versatile layout with additional lower-level space and
double carport

PRICE | Contact Agent
OPEN | By Appointment

Contemporary Family Home
on Large Block

o, =1 ww2 Gm2 £
[()779M2

» Spacious single-storey home with mid-century
modem style and abundant natural light

» New inground pool & timber deck perfect for year-
round entertaining and relaxation

* The main bedroom features an ensuite, direct
access outside and a private outdoor shower

 Prime Suffolk Park location, walk or bike to village,
Tallow Beach, and schools

PRICE | $1.95M - $2.145M
OPEN | By Appointment

Modern Home with
Self-Contained Studio

e, =2 WW3 Gm2
[)584M2

* Light-filled interiors with warm timber flooring and
open-plan living

* Fully approved, self-contained one-bedroom
granny flat ideal for rental income or guests

» Low maintenance garden with enough space for
pets or kids to play

* Peaceful cul-de-sac location close to schools,
farmers market, and Mullumbimby town centre

PRICE | $1.15M - $1.25M
OPEN | By Appointment

Lifestyle & Flexibility on
16 Elevated Acres

s =5 WWS5 Gm3
[)6.51HA

* Property fully fenced including a separate 5 acre
paddock and dam

* Light-filled main residence with polished timber
floors and seamless indoor-outdoor flow

* Resort-style outdoor living with salt water pool,
park-like grounds, and sweeping views

» Two approved dwellings + studio + large shed,
offering versatility to suit your lifestyle

PRICE | Contact Agent
OPEN | By Appointment

Su Reynolds
0428 888 660

Renee Schofield
0400 028 594

Tara Torkkola
0423 519 698

Jasmin McClymont
0434029 668

Paul Prior
0418 324 297

Sharon Mclnnes
0408 659 649

i

\

Jane Johnston
0466 327 375

Luke Elwin
0421 375 635

@ FIRST NATIONAL BYRON

www.byronbayfn.com.au | sales@byronbayfn.com | 35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481 | 02 6685 8466
(f o)
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$4OO 100+

Properties sold
million

Approaching $400m in sales

volume for the year 1 O)O O O—|—

Buyer inquiries received

-

Suburb records set

Byron Bay | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Agency in the Byron Shire for total 14

value of properties sold

Unified team members
working as one

Achieved in our first year of trading:
02 6610 9892

FZ'%d out whczt oe dO dszﬂ’enﬂy todcly, OFFICE@SIRBYRONBAY.COM.AU
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BYRON BAY

THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS

LIMITED AVAILABILITY

BRAD ROGAN - 0420 592 112

SALES BY CURATED & BUILT BY DESIGNED BY LANDSCAPE DESIGN BY

Byron Bay | Sotheby's CoBILD™ HGA FIORIAN WD

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

www.echo.net.au December 31,2025 The Byron Shire Echo 39
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Rt . EXPRESSIONS
| OF INTEREST

“ Wooli Bowling &

'Rg;refat-ionc_lu?'- = : — “SHORE SHACK”

COASTAL MACADAMIA FARM SANCTUARY 241 ACORN ROAD
- INCOME, LIFESTYLE AND LEGACY NOCHRON S 2479

Nestled beneath the sweeping canopies of magnificent 120 year-old fig trees, this

private 102 acre coastal retreat captures a rare sense of serenity, seclusion and timeless . .

beauty. Here, the rhythm of rural life meets refined comfort. A place where gentle sea 4 ] 3 - 4 [ ) ll SpaCIDUS bedrooms
breezes drift through century-old branches, and every sunset over the rolling hills feels Bk A
like a painting. Offering both lifestyle and lucrative income, the property features 4,500 Upen plan IIVIng and dlnlng

established macadamia trees and fertile cattle-grazing paddocks, all set against ] Contemporary gourmet k|tchen
picturesque rural and distant ocean views. The beautifully renovated 125 year-old ..

farmhouse (three bedrooms, two bathrooms plus study) combines country character with Inspedions by Appoinrmem Generous OUtdODr entertalnlng areas
modern amenity, while the fully self-contained Old Dairy Bails studio and separate studio Direct access to beach

annex provide versatility for guests, extended family or additional income. .. . . . a q
Positioned in the heart of Wooli village Melanie Smith

Just minutes from Newrybar, Tintenbar, Lennox Head and Ballina, this is a rare chance to

own one of the Northern Rivers' most idyllic and productive lifestyle properties - where JUSTIN SCHMITH 04] 2 370 772

0422 051 505 - .
SOLITARY ISLANDS sales@solitaryislandre.com.au

REAL ESTATE www.solitaryislandre.com.au

heritage, income and natural beauty live in perfect harmony.

JUSTIN SCHMITH 0422 051 505 justin@schmith.co schmith.com.au

Nestled along the serene banks of
Ballina’s North Creek, Crowley Care’s
latest Independent Living development

IntrOdUCing the ASSiSi Apartments offers an unparalleled blend of luxury,
at Crowley Care. comfort, and community.

Designed for you, the Assisi Apartments provide
an inspirational living experience, where every

26 unique apartments designed detail is considered for elegance and ease.
with care, built with purpose. AT A GLANCE
Request your information pack today. Number of Apartments:

26 self-contained residences

Apartment Sizes:
1 and 2 bedroom configurations with 1 or 2 bathrooms.
Secure undercover parking space with remote access.

Expected Completion:
February 2026

Accessible Location:
154 Cherry Street, Ballina NSW 2478

Community Features:
Beautifully maintained landscaped gardens, plus shared
activity and entertaining areas.

Safety & Security: Enjoy peace of mind with our 24/7
emergency call system, nightly security patrols, and regular
wellness checks by our Independent Living Coordinators.

DISCOVER MORE:

Scan the QR code to visit our website at
www.living.crowley.org.au or call us on
1300 139 099 to learn more about this
exciting new development.

CR0O292_43_1225
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248 Seven Mile Beach Road,
Broken Head

5Bed | 3Bath |8 Car

CONTACT AGENT

An immersive yet exclusive 34-acre rainforest and beachfront
sanctuary, perched above Brays Beach and directly opposite
the protected Broken Head Nature Reserve. The estate
features multiple residences, offers walking access to Whites,
Kings and Brays beaches, sweeping ocean and forest views,
and complete privacy under a Biodiversity Covenant, ensuring
the surrounding landscape will never be built out. Just 10
minutes to Byron Bay, it delivers rare tranquillity, wildlife-rich
surrounds and a deeply restorative connection to nature.

Brad Rogan 0420 529 112
Paul Lange 0404 636 484

Byron Bay Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

A rare coastal sanctuary in
Byron Bay’s most exclusive estate

41 Bottlebrush Drive, Suffolk Park

A chance to become part of a private and exclusive gated
community in the heart of world-renowned wellness destination,
Byron Bay. This is your opportunity to build your own beachside
sanctuary. Enquire today to arrange a private viewing or to
receive more information.

41bottlebrush.com UDIA NSW

Contact:

Karin Heller
karin@kimjonesandco.com
0409 177 659

*Boundary ind fcatiy
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ARCHITECTS CONVEYANCING
BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE? We would like to thank everyone for
their support throughout 2025.
We are here to help Our office will close from 12.30pm on

Thursday 18 December 2025 so we can
NP CONVEYANCING

to be back on deck at 9am

PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE 02 6680 8522 °.°ndav 5 January 2026.

PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS NP
hello@kaldera.au IN BYRON BAY NOW b ‘ 7 I< SOLICTTORS
—> Passive House certified 0479051742 NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE ATTORNEYS

— DBP Class 2 registered Katharine Turner NSW 11419 IN POTTSVILLE Lic No 06000098 QUALITY LEGAL ADVICE

We would like to thank everyone for
their support throughout 2025.

Our offices will close from 12 noon on
Thursday 18 December 2025 so we can
regroup, refresh and recuperate
to be back on deck at 9am

on Monday 5 January 2026.

BANGALOW
CONVEYANCING

NSW & QLD Conveyancing, Leases,
Business Sale & Purchase

vkalaw.com.au

s/ ka SOLICITORS
ATTORNEYS

VAN KEMPEN & ASSOCIATES

P: 02 6687 0548 | hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au

Open For Inspection

DJ Stringer Property Services

e 1/42-44 Thomson St, Tweed Heads. Sat 10 - 10.30am

e 1444/6-8 Stuart St, Tweed Heads. Sat 11 - 11.30am

* 1091/14-22 Stuart St, Tweed Heads. Sat 11.45 - 12.15pm
* 2104/18-20 Stuart St, Tweed Heads. Sat 12.15 - 12.45pm

Find current homes
open for inspection at
The Echo online:
www.echo.net.au/ofi

Are you selling?

Have your property seen in the Echo newspaper and
online at echo.net.au

Reach an engaged and affluent audience! Research shows that
advertising is more effective placed within news content.

22,000 weekly Echo newspapers are distributed directly to homes
_ _and businesses across the Northern Rivers. Plus we have over
30,000 weekly readers online at www.echo.net.au. S

AN
-\_ ‘\_._

Contact us today for great advertising options in The Echo newspaper, monthly Echo Property Magazine and website.
adcopy@echo.net.au « 0266841777 « www.echo.net.au

27
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TARA TORKKOLA

SALES

0423 519 698
tara@byronbayfn.com

) @taratorkkolafirstnational
(©) @taratorkkola_realestate

www.byronbayfn.com.au

% FIRST NATIONAL BYRON

PAUL PRIOR

0418 324 297
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

Professional and results driven with
extensive knowledge. Servicing the
Byron Shire and beyond.

Call Paul for an appointment today.

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

> FIRST NATIONAL BYRON

SHARON McINNES

SALES

0408 659 649
sharon@byronbayfn.com

(> FIRST NATIONAL BYRON

TIM MILLER

0411 757 425
. tim@millerrealestate.com.au

REAL ESTATE OF

@ DISTINCTION

Boutique, family-owned and proudly
serving Byron Bay & beyond.

Where personalised service isn'’t just a
promise - it's our way of life.

JANIS PERKINS

02 6680 8588 | 0438 841122
janis@reodbyron.com.au

Shop 9/15-19 Fletcher St, Byron Bay
www.reodbyron.com.au

AGENTS PROJECT MANAGEMENT

CA CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT

Craig Adams | Project Manager
0411 575 991
craig@cacm.net.au

oA

The Shire’s local
finance expert

FINANCE

Home Loans - Debt Consolidation

- Investment Loans . SMSF Lending

. First Home Buyers . Commercial Loans

. Car Loans - Development Funding

Russel Shaw
Finance Broker

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

0412 833 280

Acceptance Finance Australia Pty Ltd ABN 20 678 011 571
Australian Credit Licence Number 391715 Credit Representative Number 395628

CAPE BYRON

PROPERTY

SALES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Contact the team today on 0412 057 672

Call today for an
obligation free chat
0418 123 393

/6105 Y‘I’(’
I agent of the

year awards
SUBURE WINNER
2023

BYRON BAY AGENT OF THE YEAR
Damien Smith
Sales Director Ray White Byron Bay

RayWhite  \www.rwbyronbay.com

www.echo.net.au

ENTOURAGE

New Year
New Home?
Right Team!

entourage.com.au | (02) 6678 1751

Office | 3/6 Jonson Street, Byron Bay NSW
Australian Credit Licence 475676

g? ron g'//ww

m 12 years local Real Estate experience

y@\ Premium results & peace of mind

y@\ Effective, modern technology

y@\ Friendly & Approachable agents you can trust

7’@\ Highly competitive fees & introductory offers

4

coctus

Nill

PROPERTY STAGING
styling for sale

]
LA
o

call us for a free quote on
0432 574 321

cactushillproject.com.au

home@cactushillproject.com.au
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VINTAGE
EXTRAVAGANZA

ez

DESIGNER CLOTHING
COLLECTABLES
& RECORDS

Fri 2™ Sat 3 Sun 4™ Mon 5% January 8.30am to 4.30pm

BRUNSWICK HEADS
MEMORIAL HALL

Fingal Street

the

chartered accountants Cl ro U :]

-

MASTER YOUR

METRICS

Interactive workshop
for business leaders

Hosted by Nicole Bryant
12 Feb 2026

Q Elements of Byron

Scan QR to secure a seat
admin@macrogroup.com.au
(02) 6699 8000

TO YOUR DOOR

Taking bookings for transfers to
The Royal Edinburgh Milatory Tattoo
Nudge Nudge Wink Wink & Byron Bay Bluesfest

Toom THEROYAL
4£ EDINBURGH
MILITARY

w TATTOO

BRISBANE 2026

byronbuscompany.com.au
Call Andy on 0490 183 424

Door to Door Charter Bus Services

Airport & Hiking Transfers | Tours | Nights Out
Events | Parties | Weddings | Corporate | Festivals

[=] ,1% Book a seat on one of our buses today

=
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For the ninth year in a row, Fishheads hosted Christmas lunch for people experiencing homelessness in Byron Bay.

This year, they were able to feed around 65 patrons. The event was made possible thanks to the generous support of their
suppliers and local community members, many of whom donated money to help cover costs, as well as those who gave up
their time on Christmas Day to volunteer and help run the lunch. Fishheads managers wanted to acknowledge their staff
in the lead-up to the event, who helped prepare all of the food while continuing to manage their regular duties during an
already busy time of year. Photo supplied

Happy 2026 peeps! Ten
years ago, The Echo reported
that ‘Byron Shire generally
ushered in the New Yearin a
well-behaved fashion, with
reports of happy crowds at
the Falls Festival and at NYE
events in Byron Bay. Police
said an estimated 10,000
people visited the Soul Street
area and the town overall
was very well behaved..
EEENE
Areminder that all bins will
be collected weekly from
now until Friday, 9 January
2026 on their normal collec-
tion day, including public
holidays. Council say that for
urban areas, this will include
red, yellow, and green bins,
and for rural areas this will
include red and yellow bins.
EEENE
Sapoty Brook writes, ‘To a
young bloke from Upper
Main Arm who hitched a ride
into Mullum before Christ-
mas and lost $50 from his
back pocket in my car: leave
your phone number for me
at Main Arm Shop to claim’.
EEENE
Kudos to Crs Jack Dods and
Michael Lyon, who have

adopted Trumpian-like self
belief. Council is just tickety-
boo under their manage-
ment, they reckon, and the
community is well served by
its current communication
strategy. See page 3.
EEEN
The track up Wollumbin
(Mount Warning) may be
reopened, says the NSW gov-
ernment, but not until at least
30 June 2027. They say there
was a ‘view to reopening the
summit once practical safety
and culturally appropriate
options are resolved..
EEENE
Athought for 2026: “You will
never find justice in a world
where the criminals make the
rules’ - Bob Marley.
EEENE

‘New photos reveal Epstein
had a sick fetish for girls
with giant black squares for
heads’ - The Babylon Bee

If there is to be a Royal
Commission into the Bondi
tragedy, the starting point
should be why men under
ASIO surveillance were
allowed to buy so many

EEEN weapons. Above all it must be
independent, unlike Israel’s
own investigation into the
October 7, 2023 massacre,
which will be headed by
wanted war criminal,

PM Benjamin Netanyahu.

FLOWNIUSCPRESENTS

DAVE SEAMAN

KASEY TAYLOR * JASON LEWIS

@
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www.echo.net.au
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