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THE BIGGEST PRESTIGE AUCTION
EVENT THIS SUMMER

GRAND SUMMER
AUCTION EVENT

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30TH FROM 11AM
AT THE LANGHAM HOTEL, SURFERS PARADISE
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Byron Bay Bluesfest, Australia’s 
most awarded music festival, 
has announced the next wave of 
artists joining the Bluesfest 2026 
lineup, with the addition of three 
of the most influential, revered and 
culturally significant acts in modern 
music: Parkway Drive, Erykah Badu, 
and The Wailers.

Parkway Drive
Formed in Byron Bay in 2003, 

Parkway Drive have risen from 
teenage metal underdogs to 
global heavy music icons. In 2026, 
they return home for a defining 
moment, delivering their first 
hometown performance since their 
Byron Bay high school shows in 
2014 – and their first ever Byron Bay 
festival performance.

While some people might 
question Bluesfest’s choice of the 
local Byron band Parkway Drive, 
Bluesfest creator and director, 
Peter Noble OAM, told The Echo 
that, ‘it’s about getting creative 
and influencing different audi-
ences to come and be exposed to 
different music’.

He said that having multi-genre 
artists play at the festival is part 
of a long-standing programming 
philosophy, and that Bluesfest 
has never been, and will never be, 
limited by genre. 

‘I’ve always been a major fan of 
the world’s great festivals,’ Peter 
said. ‘Particularly the Montreux 
Jazz Festival under its legendary 
founder Claude Nobs, and the New 
Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival 

under George Wein. These present-
ers showed the world something 
very important – that music is an 
open sky.’

Peter said his lightbulb moment 
was almost 30 years ago when 

he was asked to come backstage 
and speak with Macavine Hayes, 
a blues musician from the Music 
Maker Foundation who had 
just performed. 

‘He was in his 80s. He took my 
hand and said, “Thank you for 
booking me on your festival.” But 
he didn’t let go. Then he said, “You 
don’t understand what I’m really 
saying. I’ve been playing the blues 
all my life, but this is the first time 
I’ve ever been booked on a music 
festival alongside great artists like 
Jackson Browne. This is the first 
time that’s ever happened for me. 
I only get booked to play blues 
festivals, not music festivals.”

‘That moment showed me the 
way forward. It showed me that 
blues needs to be part of a wider 
platform. Blues should never be 
pushed into a corner. It belongs on 
stages alongside other great art-
ists. It’s for everybody – the same 
way all music is for everybody,’ 
he explained. 

‘There will always be genre-
bending artists at Bluesfest. 

Paul Bibby

Residents living near the site of 
a proposed 50-unit residential 
development in Mullumbimby 
have expressed concern about 
the impact of the project on their 
street, the town more broadly, and 
the precedent it could set for future 
development in the Shire.

The $8.2 million development, 
known as ‘The Nest’, would see two 
old cottages at 115-117 Stuart Street 
replaced with a nine-metre-high, 

three-storey building and a 
41-space carpark.

On the second and third floors 
of the building would be 50 tightly 
packed, one-room units, each 
with its own micro bathroom 
and kitchenette. These would be 
accompanied by communal living 
areas, including co-work spaces, 
communal laundry areas and a yoga 
deck, however some have ques-
tioned whether these areas are large 
enough to be used by more than a 
handful of people at any one time.

The developer behind the 
project, Cadre, says that the units 
would provide desperately-needed 
affordable housing aimed at key 
workers, including individuals, 
couples, young people and single 
parents with a child.

However, Stuart Street residents 
Heath Milton and Oni Blecher, say 
the proposed development is not 
appropriate for a small regional 
town and will have adverse impacts 
on traffic, parking, safety, and 
general amenity.

‘We live directly across the road, 
so our concerns come from think-
ing about how this development 
would function day-to-day for both 
residents and the surrounding 
neighbourhood,’ say the couple, 
who are part of a broader group 
of residents concerned about the 
development proposal.

‘The proposal concentrates a 
large number of very small units on 
a single site in the centre of Mullum-
bimby, creating a level of density 
that feels out of step with the town.

‘There are also unresolved ques-
tions around stormwater, flooding, 
and servicing that are particularly 
important for people living nearby.’

The couple say that they 
understand the housing pressures 
facing the town and are very 
supportive of solutions to the 
housing crisis in this area, but 
question whether this site is 
appropriate for such a dense 
development, particularly 
considering that the Mullumbimby 
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Parkway Drive at their last Byron show in the Byron High School auditorium. Photo Jeff ‘Soft Core’ Dawson

Parkway Drive – Byron High to Bluesfest via the world

	▶ Continued on page 2

Residents concerned over Mullum ‘co-living’ development
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Survival, connection, and Australia Day Offices and flats proposed for Tincogan St, Mullum

Paul Bibby

Another shop-top housing 
development has been 
proposed for central Mul-
lumbimby – the fourth such 
application to be submitted 
in the past year.

As residents continue to 
trawl through the plans for 
unit proposals on Station 
and Stuart streets, new plans 
have been submitted for a 
$2.3 million development at 
20 Tincogan Street.

According to the develop-
ment application (DA), 
Prudent Superannuation Pty 
Ltd is proposing to replace 
an ageing weatherboard 
cottage with a two-storey 
497-square-metre building.

Commercial and 
appartments

The building would fea-
ture commercial office space 
on the ground floor, with 
five residential apartments 
located above.

Four of the apartments 
would be single-bedroom 
units, while the fifth would 
have two bedrooms.

According to the 
developer’s Statement of 
Environmental Effects (SEE), 
the development would 
have a maximum height of 
nine metres, which is the 
maximum allowable for this 
part of Mullumbimby.

The floor space ratio 
would be 0.61:1, which is 
well under the maximum 
of 0.75:1.

Flood-prone site
The flood report submit-

ted as part of the DA indi-
cates that the lower level of 
the proposed building would 
be flood-prone. 

As such, the ground floor 
offices will have to be built 
with flood-compatible mate-
rials, and all future tenants 
made aware of the potential 
for flooding.

The SEE asserts that 
the development will not 

increase the risk of flooding 
in the immediate locality.

Heritage character
It further claims that the 

development will ‘compli-
ment’ the heritage character 
of the town, and ‘enhance 
the streetscape’.

‘The design of the 
proposed building has been 
inspired by the heritage char-
acter of the existing brick 
buildings in the conservation 
area,’ the authors of the SEE, 
Planners North, state.

‘The proposed develop-
ment is a high quality 
“heritage-compatible” 
design that provides highly 
livable housing in a building 
that integrates with the 
traditional design values and 
character of the town.’

The DA is currently on 
public exhibition until 
January 28. It can be viewed, 
and submissions made, 
via the YourSay section of 
the Byron Council website 
(www.byron.nsw.gov.au).

Aslan Shand

What do we do for 26 
January, the day Australia 
was invaded? For some 
it is a celebration of 
the Australian identity, 
for others it is a day of 
recognising the pain and 
destruction of colonisation, 
a day of survival, while for 
others it is a day of looking 
to connect. There are a 
range of events going on 
throughout the Byron Shire 
that people are invited to go 
to and recognise this day in 
a way that works for them. 

Byron – Survival Day
Everyone is welcome to 

join the Arakwal on Country 
to help them celebrate the 
survival of Aboriginal culture 
in Arakwal Country at Apex 
Park (next to the Surf Club) 
in Byron Bay.

The opening ceremony 
will begin at 10am with 
a Welcome to Country 
followed by speeches, 
music, storytelling, a variety 
of stalls, and kids’ activities 
where everyone can get 
hands-on with engaged 
learning about culture on 
Country.   

The day is supported by 
Country as Teacher, Byron 
Shire Council, and the Sisters 
for Reconciliation (Northern 
Rivers). This is an alcohol-
free event.

Ocean Shores – 
Australia Day

The Ocean Shores Com-
munity Association (OSCA) is 
holding its annual Australia 
Day Singalong and Mullet 
Throwing Competition at the 
Ocean Shores Public School, 
166 Shara Boulevard, Ocean 
Shores from 2pm to 5pm. 

In its 20th year this popu-
lar event draws people from 
local and even international 
origins. The senior women’s 
champion five years ago was 
a holiday visitor from Russia.

Traditional rubber mullets 
are thrown, with champion-
ships for junior boys and 
girls, adult men and women. 
Last year’s adult male winner 
threw a distance of 44.3m.

Afternoon tea and 
drinks and the giant Aussie 
Day cake are served free 
from the canteen. 

Brunswick Heads – 
Connection Day

Raising the enormous 
Aboriginal flags on Brun-
swick Bridge is now a local 
tradition and on 26 January 
there will be a gathering 
of people on Country at 
Torakina Park in Brunswick 
Heads for a connection and 
cultural healing day.

‘We understand that there 
is a lot of trauma around 
this day for a lot of people. 

Connection Day is about 
bringing people back to 
the love of country,’ Uncle 
Bulagun told The Echo.  

‘It doesn’t matter whether 
you put on ochre or whether 
you speak language, every-
body has a right to belong 
to Country. Everybody 
has a right to connect to 
Country and we’re coming 
to celebrate the love of the 
country that we all share.’

There will be an opening 
ceremony at 10am followed 
by a range of activities 
including dance troupes 
throughout the day, open 
mic, art exhibition, truth-
telling with Bundjalung 
Elders, kids activities, music 
and DJs. A closing ceremony 
will take place at 5pm before 
the flags are taken down 
at sunset.  

‘I feel that what we’re 
doing is putting in a seed and 
hopefully, over the next 10 
to 20 years it will grow and 
it will bring people back to 
yubbrah yirrabal, yubbrah 
belogaman – that means 
one spirit, one blood,’ said 
Uncle Bulagun.

No official Australia 
Day activities 

Byron Shire Council is not 
holding any events to mark 
Australia Day. They will hold 
two citizenship ceremonies 
on Thursday, 29 January.

Bluesfest – it’s all about the music
There will always be artists 
who challenge you as an 
audience. That’s what great 
festivals are meant to do. 
That’s what Bluesfest does.

‘Just imagine, on the 
same stage on the same 
night, it goes from Skegss 
to The Dregs, to Sublime to 
Parkway Drive. That’s a bill 
for the ages,’ said Peter.

‘What a way to kick Blues-
fest off. We’ve got Erykah 
Badu, who’s playing on the 
same stage before Earth, 
Wind & Fire. You know what’s 
weird? They both played 
Bluesfest 2012 but on differ-
ent nights, and neither have 
been back to Australia since.

‘Don’t get stuck on labels. 
Get into the music. Support 
live music. Buy a ticket. 

Bring your children, under 
six they are free – but don’t 
forget the earplugs. Music is 
a gift, and it should be part of 
everyone’s life.’

Byron Bay Bluesfest 
2026 takes place April 
2–5, 2026 at the Byron 
Bluesfest site at Tyagarah. 
You can book a ticket at: 
www.bluesfest.com.au.

Read full story in The Echo 
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Top: Artist’s impression of 20 Tincogan St, Mullumbimby, Dalley St elevation. Image supplied
Bottom: Current site at 20 Tincogan St, viewed from Dalley St, Mullumbimby. Photo Jeff Dawson
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Aslan Shand

Pets in the Park, who help 
homeless people care for 
their pets, celebrated their 
first anniversary on Sunday 
at the Byron Community 
Cabin, checking and provid-
ing free veterinary care for 
homeless people’s pets. 

The Northern Rivers 
clinic runs the third Sunday 
of every month at Byron 
Community Cabin on Carlyle 
Street starting at 11am with 
the last pet check in at 2pm. 

For their first anniversary 
clinic they had a busy day of 
people bringing in their pets 
for check-ups. They usually 
see between ten and 20 pets 
at each clinic they run. 

‘I have worked at every 
one as a vet and we are 
busy for the three hours 
that we are there,’ said local 
specialist vet Elizabeth 
Settles. 

‘We also work with 
some local vets in Byron, 

Bangalow, Mullumbimby 
and now Lismore to provide 
spays, neuters, dentals, etc. 
We also work with local pet 
stores in Mullum and Byron 
that provide donated foods, 
treats, and beds for our 
clients attending the clinics.’

New Lismore clinic
Following the success of 

the Byron clinic they are cur-
rently looking to start a new 
clinic in Lismore this year.

‘We’re hoping that will also 
run as a monthly clinic but 

that will depend on getting 
out the word for volunteers 
and a place we can work,’ 
Elizabeth told The Echo. 

For more information or 
to contact Pets in the Park 
got to: www.petsinthepark.
org.au/nsw/northern-rivers.

PROPOSAL TO UPGRADE AN EXISTING
MOBILE PHONE BASE STATION AT 

1242 Lismore Road, CLUNES NSW 2480
RFNSA Site Number: 2480022

1. Telstra is proposing to upgrade an existing mobile phone base 
station located at 1242 Lismore Road, Clunes. The proposed 
upgrade will improve Telstra 4G and 5G services in the area.

2. The proposed upgrade works on the existing monopole consist of:

•  Removal of six (6) existing panel antennas

•  Reconfiguration of three (3) existing panel antennas

•  Installation of three (3) new panel antennas 
  (less than 2.8m in length)

•  Installation of six (6) new panel antennas 
 (less than 1.1m in length)

•  Installation/replacement of ancillary equipment

3. In accordance with Section 7 of the Industry Code C564:2025 
Mobile Phone Base Station Deployment, we invite you to make 
comments about the proposal

4. Please direct comments to Mark Baade (Planning Consultant): 
mark@saqconsulting.com.au, 0417 088 000 or SAQ Consulting, 
P O Box 50 Clayfield QLD 4011 by Friday 6th February 2026

For more information               
about the proposal, scan
the QR Code or visit
www.rfnsa.com.au/2480022

Telstra Limited ACN: 086 174 781                                 
SAQ Consulting ACN: 627 531 926

 

Natural, drug-free headache and migraine approach

72 Byron Street, Bangalow – opposite the Public School

www.bangalowheadacheclinic.com.au

Ph: 0475 75 75 10
+ Advanced head, neck and jaw assessment, 

treatment and management.

Phone for an immediate, obligation-free 
phone consultation.

Let us help 
you gain a 

better quality 
of life...•	Headache and Migraine  

•	Jaw pain – locking – clicking – grinding
•	 Vestibular – dizziness – vertigo

Unit 1 ,70 Centennial CCT, Byron Bay

Give them a healthy start 
and SAVE up to $180 or $250

Puppy or Kitten 
Vet Care Bundle

99$

T&C’s apply. Valid until 28.02.26

Book online or call 6685 6899

OCEAN VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTRE
Shop 22A, 82 Rajah Road, Ocean Shores

02 6680 1122  •  shop@foodculturebulkfoods.com.au
foodculturebulkfoods.com.au

Your local bulk food store

RE-FILL, RE-USE, RE-IMAGINE

Organic Stoneground
White Bakers Flour

NOW $5/kg!

 

Caring for the creatures that care about you

Vet nurse Florencia Sampognaro and dog masseuse Kate Parisi, massaging Trouble who is 
checking out two tiny, as yet unnamed, kittens. Photo Jeff Dawson

Community questions option 2 for Bangalow Bowlo
Aslan Shand

Four potential ways forward 
for the Bangalow Bowlo to 
reopen have been put on the 
table by the Save Bangalow 
Bowlo Steering Committee 
(SBBSC), from challenging 
the breach of the memo-
randum of understanding 
(MOU) by Norths Collective 
to a philanthropic support 
for a buyback.

Option 2 is to continue 
with the in-principle agree-
ment negotiated by the 
Bangalow Advisory Commit-
tee (BAC) with Norths. This 
option has Norths hand over 
the assets to community 
ownership but would retain a 
$2 million mortgage over the 
property for 25 years. How-
ever, if the Bowlo defaults 
(closes, goes insolvent, etc.), 
Norths can sell it.

Some community 
members have raised 
concerns around this 
proposal saying that, ‘This 
deal is outside the MOU, 

so there is no expression 
of interest (EOI) process 
required. Norths can go 
straight to open market sale 
upon default.’

No working capital
‘The $2m mortgage 

prevents the Bowlo from 
borrowing for improvements, 
refurbishment, or working 
capital. Lenders won’t touch 
a club with a $2m debt, 
that isn’t decreasing (no 
repayments), and hasn’t 
turned a profit for years.’

The Bowlo closed after 
Covid losses of approximately 
$250k, and then in October 
2025 as a result of the Norths 
closure. 

Speaking to The Echo 
hospitality consultant Allan 
Strahle said, ‘Typically a 
struggling venue needs 
meaningful capital to turn 
around. Norths promised $3.5 
million over ten years to be 
invested for renovations and 
upgrades because that’s what 
it needs.

‘It could reopen on the 
funds raised but that’s sig-
nificantly undercapitalised 
and staying open requires 
capital. A $2 million mort-
gage means it’s starting on 
the back foot with restricted 
borrowing capacity. If 
it reopens in the same 
condition that failed twice, 
without the ability to make 
meaningful changes, closure 
is just a matter of time.’

‘Given this track record 
and the inability to borrow, 
default at some point within 
the 25 year window is highly 
probable,’ said a community 
member who asked not to 
be named.

‘When the Bowlo 
defaults, Norths is posi-
tioned to sell the land on 
the open market for at least 
$5m.’

Local councillor and 
member of the SBBSC, Asren 
Pugh, responded to these 
concerns telling The Echo 
that, ‘there is no easy way 

forward in negotiating with 
Norths to get the Bowlo 
into community hands and 
to ensure the long term 
financial viability of the club 
for generations to come.’ 

‘There are lots of opin-
ions on the best options and 
the SBBSC is committed to 
hearing all opinions from 
the community and being as 
open and transparent about 
the possible ways forward. 
We have released a “Pros 
and Cons” summary that we 
encourage everyone to look 
at, and to fill in the com-
munity survey that is open 
at the moment. We want 
the community asset back 
in community hands, viable 
long term, and open as soon 
as possible.’

The ‘Pros and Cons’ 
summary is available on 
The Echo online: www.echo.
net.au and the survey and 
further information can be 
found at: https://forms.gle/
PnfvbUzZg2vq55NV9.

New flood camera installed on Mullumbimby Road
There are now four flood 
cameras installed around 
Byron Shire to assist resi-
dents and visitors to make 
safe and sensible decisions 
on driving during wet 
weather and flood events. 

A new flood camera 
has been installed on Mul-
lumbimby Road near the 
intersection of Gulgan Road. 
Other flood cameras are 
located on Left Bank Road, 
Myocum Road, and Main Arm 

Road. The cameras, which 
can be viewed at Council’s 
Emergency Dashboard 
(https://emergency.byron.
nsw.gov.au/), provide people 
with an accurate picture of 
the impact of rain on flood-
prone roads before they 
decide to drive.

‘Mullumbimby Road 
is particularly affected by 
flooding and while improve-
ments we have made make 
the area less susceptible 

to flash flooding there will 
still be times when flooding 
will happen,’ Acting Director 
Infrastructure Services, 
Christopher Soulsby, said.

‘This camera will allow 
people to check the road to 
see if they can safely get in or 
out of Mullumbimby. We have 
had positive feedback about 
the cameras in other loca-
tions with our data showing 
people checking them often 
during wet weather.’

Three advanced smart 
flood monitors are also now 
operational in the Byron 
Shire at: Belongil Creek 
(Belongil), Federation Bridge 
(Mullumbimby), and Helen 
Street Bridge (South Golden 
Beach). The monitors use 
cameras and infra-red tech-
nology to allow emergency 
services and Council to track 
water levels and water flow 
in real time to provide early 
warning for flash flooding.
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As The Echo turns 40, Aslan Shand focuses on the community maintaining a strong voice
Aslan Shand 

A fter founding Echo 
editor Nicholas 
Shand’s death in 

1996 his business partners, 
David Lovejoy and Jeff 
Dawson, along with then 
editor Michael McDonald 
kept the fires and ideas burn-
ing along with the rest of 
the amazing, shell–shocked, 
Echo team. Michael, lovingly 
known as McDuck, continued 
as editor, keeping the com-
munity entertained with 
his brilliant wit and acerbic 
comment. He was succeeded 
by Hans Lovejoy, David and 
Wendy Lovejoy’s son, in 2010. 
Hans has kept the local coun-
cil on their toes ever since, 
highlighting inconsistencies, 
outrages, incompetence, and 
victories over the years. He is 
now focussing on the online 
daily Echo.

For better or worse, I’ve 
stepped up to take a turn at 
the helm of the print edition 
and aim to keep the com-
munity’s voice, through The 
Echo, alive and strong. 

The Echo was born in 
June 1986 out of an era 
of radical change – the 
youth of the 1960s and ‘70s 
were breaking away from 

traditional expectations, 
they were marching in the 
streets against the Vietnam 
War, they were creating 
communities in the cities 
and the hills around Byron 
Shire, they brought together 
the Aquarius Festival, they 
were asking for women’s 
rights, gay rights, workers’ 
rights, they were looking 
at ways to create a better 
world by creating better 
communities, more equal 
living conditions and looking 
to protect the environment 
for future generations.

With music, art, ideas, 
drugs, and fashion, they 
were turning their worlds 
upside down, inside out, and 
trying to work out how to live 
in peace and harmony. 

Byron Bay, with its 
beautiful beaches and the 
surrounding hinterland, that 
had affordable land, became 
a mecca for people looking 
to create an alternative way 
of life. Large plots of land 
were being sold relatively 
cheaply by local farmers 
as the dairy industry had 
taken a downturn. Following 
the Aquarius Festival in 
Nimbin in 1973 the Northern 
Rivers became known as 
the ‘rainbow region’ – a 

place of artists, musicians, 
alternative medical practice 
and wellness, acceptance, 
and a place to drop out and 
take drugs and expand your 
mind, or to drop in and try 
something different from the 
mainstream.

By the 1980s the hippies 
were starting to come out of 
the hills, they realised that to 
ensure that the local Council 
didn’t pave the way for 
rampant development, that 
Byron Bay didn’t become a 
bonanza of highrises, that 
the environment they knew 
was so vital to the future of 
humanity was protected, 
that Australia didn’t become 
an open uranium mine, they 
needed to stand up and 
get involved. 

The drug raids in the early 
1980s were also a rallying 
point after police with guns 
were strip-searching people 
on the side of the roads in 
Main Arm. There were claims 
that the police were ‘setting 
people up’ with plants, and 
shooting up people’s water 
tanks. The local media 
refused to report on the raids 
and it took three attempts to 
finally get the obudsman’s 
department to take action, 
with some local police finally 
being held to account for 
their behaviour. 

The Echo was born of this 
crucible of events, ideas, 
and community. 

The alternatives, or hip-
pies, were creating their own 
political parties like United 
Shire, getting active in local 
organisations like the local 
fire brigades (Main Arm RFS 
refers to itself proudly as 
being made up of hillbillies 
and hippies!), starting up the 
Mullumbimby Neighbour-
hood Centre (thanks mum) 
and the Byron Community 
Centre (thanks Jan Dawkins).  
For Echo founding editor 
Nicholas Shand (my father) it 
was a matter of persuading 
David and Wendy Lovejoy 
to become partners, and 

then pounding the streets 
of the Shire for advertisers 
and stories to produce the 
first edition of the Brunswick 
Valley Echo, now the Byron 
Shire Echo, that came out on 
11 June, 1986. 

For the last 40 years The 
Echo has been the place 
where the community 
could debate ideas, a place 
they could campaign for 
appropriate development, a 
place for art, music, culture, 
and ideas to be shared. The 
pages of The Echo, both 
printed and online – it was 
one of the first newspapers 
to have an online presence 
– helped shape the Byron 
Shire and broader rainbow 
region into a place where 
people come to connect, to 
create community. 

The Echo has been key to 
supporting reform when it 
came to important societal 
changes in relation to the 
environment, supporting 
the call to save Byron’s pre-
cious Paterson Hill, giving 
voice to the Bentley gas-free 
campaign, and fighting to 
stop logging state forests 
and turn them into national 
parks. The Echo has sup-
ported local organisations 
who have worked so hard 

to combat violence against 
women and homelessness 
– that has always been a key 
part of The Echo’s approach 
to community. 

The Echo has always been 
a keen voice for drug reform 
and (more recently) chal-
lenging unthinking political 
tribalism, magnified by social 
media. Alternative energy, 
sustainability, countering 
harmful right-wing political 
extremist views, and fighting 
for equality are core issues 
historically for The Echo and 
in these areas it continues to 
raise its voice. 

As Nicky once said to me, 
‘If you can help the person 
with the least, you are 
helping lift everyone up’. We 
live in turbulent times and 
strong voices for the least 
privileged, for equality, for 
the environment, for drug 
reform, for peace are now 
vital. The Echo, with the com-
munity, will call for justice 
and peace, and for all com-
munities to come together 
to create the world as a 
better place for the future 
as we celebrate 40 years of 
achievements  and look to 
what we want to achieve as a 
community locally and glob-
ally in the next 40! 

Aslan Shand  is the editor of 
The Echo newspaper. 
Photo Jeff Dawson
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We will stand beside you, provide a shoulder to lean on, shelter you from
the stress, circumvent the delay and avoid the legal costs. We go further.

We take the right
approach to Family Law.

www.richardson-murray.law
P: 07 5619 5933
Byron Bay: 42 Parkes Ave, Byron Bay, NSW 2481
Gold Coast: 2016/89-91 Surf Parade Broadbeach, QLD 4218

Oden-Jenkins faces DV murder charge
Mia Armitage & Aslan Shand

The man accused of 
murdering 23-year-
old Ashleigh Grice in 
Mullumbimby nearly four 
months ago is to have his 
case mentioned in court 
again next month. 

Police arrested 29-year-
old Jai Oden-Jenkins on 
20 September, 2025, and 
charged him with Ms Grice’s 
domestic violence (DV) 
murder. 

Officers said the two had 
been intimate partners. 

Oden-Jenkins was 
refused bail and remained 
behind bars after first 

appearing by video link in 
the Lismore Local Court on 
26 November, 2025.

Bail conditions
A bail undertaking was 

entered into by Oden-
Jenkins on 23 December, 
2025 and remains in place. 

Oden-Jenkins is required 
to live in Victoria and can 
not ‘enter Byron Bay or go 
within 100 kilometres of that 
area (except for attending 
court or upon a legal 
representative for a pre-
arranged legal appointment 
or conference),’ according to 
court documents. 

Oden-Jenkins was 
released to a person with the 
initials MO and is required 
‘Not to be absent from these 
premises between the hours 
of 9pm and 7am unless in 
the company of MO.’

Oden-Jenkins was not 
required to appear when 
the matter was mentioned 
in the same court again on 
Wednesday, 14 January, 
2026. 

The court heard police 
were still examining a post-
mortem report received late 
last year. 

The case is due for its 
first mention in the Lismore 
District Court on 11 February.

Get your gloves on for clean up Australia Day
From hula to Bollywood and 
visual art of many cultures 
the Multikulcha Festival and 
Art Exhibition will open on 
Friday, 23 January with all 
the richness that multicul-
tural arts can bring.

The three-day mini-festival 
celebrates unity and diversity 
which has become a national 
priority in light of recent 
events. Byron Shire has been 
fortunate to have a team of 
local volunteers dedicated to 
multicultural celebrations for 
the last 20 years with annual 
festivals, radio shows, and 
other events. 

‘The Multikulcha Art 
Exhibition opening night will 
feature Latin dance band 
Las Comadres, First Nations 
music and Art by Nigel Stew-
art, and will be opened by 
our own amazing MP, Tamara 
Smith to celebrate the first 
ever Multikulcha Art Exhibi-
tion in Byron,’ said organiser 
Judith Shelley.

‘This will be followed 
by two days of art viewing 
and cultural activities on 
Saturday, 24 and Sunday 
25 January from 10am to 
4pm. It will include artist 
demonstrations and drawing 

circle plus music jam featur-
ing African musician Kobya 
Panguana! 

‘A very special feast of 
activities are planned for 
Sunday afternoon with artist 
talks, workshops, perfor-
mances, Brazilian dance, the 
Bollywood Shiva Shimmer 
Squad, and the Byron Bay 
Hula/Mana Aloha Hula which 
is great for kids!’

Refreshments are by the 
Red Heart Project for African 
Women plus BayFM will live 
broadcast on BayFm 99.9 
from 2-4pm and live stream 
on www.bayfm.org.’

Registrations are now open 
for the nation’s largest 
environmental movement, 
Clean Up Australia Day, 
which returns on Sunday, 1 
March 2026.

Individuals, families, 
schools, and community 
groups across the country are 
being encouraged to register 
to get in on the action.

Organisers say, ‘Since its 
inception, over 23 million 
volunteers have joined the 
clean up effort’.

‘In 2025, over 800,000 
people volunteered across 
8,000 events nationally 
during the Clean Up Australia 
Day campaign period. 

‘The FY24 Clean Up 
Australia Litter Report, 
which provides an annual 
snapshot of litter collected 
by volunteers in a calendar 
year, highlighted that 
plastics continued to be 
the number one litter type 
found in our national parks, 
bushlands and waterways, 

representing almost 81 per 
cent of all counted litter. 
E-waste made its way into 
the top ten, with vapes and 
batteries making up most of 
the reported e-waste found 
in the environment.’

Register now at www.
cleanup.org.au for Clean Up 
Australia Day on Sunday, 
March 1 2026. Business Clean 
Up Day on Tuesday, February 
24 2026 and Schools Clean 
Up Day on Friday, February 
27 2026.

Some of the participating artists: Dylan Bolt, Nigel Stewart, Isolde Kopping, Judy Shelley, 
Made Siki Astawa, Made Danti Coblyn, Jannisse Phillis, Rudiger Wasser and Helene Safajou 
represent many cultures. Photo Jeff Dawson

Coorabell Hall Multikulcha Festival
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Servicing your area

NO RENTAL FEES

100% Independent, 
local family owned

Free Call: 1300  727 013
swapabottle@bigpond.com

swapabottlegas.com

Now personally delivering 
in the local area from our 

Murwillumbah depot.

QUALITY FURNITUREQUALITY FURNITURE
DONATIONS NEEDEDDONATIONS NEEDED

ALSO HOMEWARES, ELECTRICAL, MANCHESTER & CLOTHING

GLOBAL RIPPLE OP SHOP
NEW ADDRESS: 268 Ewingsdale Road, Byron Bay 

Accepting donations at this address as of  Monday 3 Nov

For FURNITURE PICKUPS... please TEXT
your name, address & photos of  donations.

Your donations make our charity projects possible. 
Deceased estates welcomed and dealt with respectfully.

Swap a Bottle

Hospital site has had zoning 
changes to specifically allow 
medium to high density. 

‘As it stands, the scale 
and intensity of the proposal 
raise serious concerns for us 
in terms of parking, safety 
and day-to-day amenity,’ 
they say.

‘We are taking part 
in the planning process 
so these issues can be 
properly considered, but if 
the development were to 
proceed in its current form, 
we believe the impacts 
would be unacceptable.’

A key feature of the 
development proposal 
is its use of the co-living 
housing provisions within 
the state government’s State 
Environmental Housing 
Policy (2021).

This policy makes it 
easier for so-called co-living 
housing projects – i.e. 
developments featuring 
small private rooms 
alongside shared facilities – 
to be built, by streamlining 
the planning approval 
process.

But Ms Blecher and Mr 
Milton say that The Nest 
development appears to 
function more like a high-
density apartment building.

‘Each unit has its own 
kitchenette and bathroom, 
and there are limited 
shared living spaces, 
which doesn’t reflect 
how co-living is usually 
understood,’ they say.

‘We’re conscious that this 
is the first proposal of its 
kind in the Shire.’

‘If this approach is 
accepted, it could shape 
how similar developments 
are assessed in the future, 
with lasting implications 
for Mullumbimby and other 
local centres.’

Meanwhile, the 
Mullumbimby Chamber 
of Commerce said it was 
surprised by the statements 

from the developer 
suggesting that the Chamber 
supported the development.

A spokesperson told The 
Echo that while the Chamber 
supported affordable 
housing in the town, it had 
not seen the development 
application (DA) for The Nest 
nor made any statement 
in relation to it, supportive 
or otherwise.

The Mullumbimby 
Residents Association (MRA), 
which was also named in 
the developer’s Community 
Consultation report as being 
supportive of the project, 
also said this did not fully 
reflect its position.

‘We’re fully aware of the 
need for more housing and 
we support appropriate 
affordable housing projects,’ 
MRA spokesperson, Dale 
Emerson said.

‘But we do have some 
concerns including the 
impact on traffic and 
stormwater, and the 
way the co-living State 
Environmental Planning 
Policy (SEPP)is being used 
and any precedent that 
might be set.

‘We’d just like to see a 
really transparent process in 
relation to the determination 
of this DA.’

Developer responds
The developer, Cadre, 

provided a detailed 
statement to The Echo 
responding to the 
residents’ concerns.

In response to concerns 
about the size and scale 
of the proposal and its 
impact on local traffic and 
amenity, Cadre’s Founder 

and Creative Director 
Christopher Tyas said that 
the development was a far 
less intensive use of the site 
than was permitted under 
the present zoning and that 
it complied with all height 
and floorspace controls. 
He said that containing 
the recreational areas 
inside the first floor meant 
noise could not spread to 
nearby residences, and that 
experts had determined the 
development would be low 
impact in terms of traffic.

In response to the 
argument that the 
development would be 
more appropriately located 
elsewhere, Mr Tyas said that 
he was not aware of any 
other available locations in 
Mullumbimby where this 
type of accommodation 
could be delivered, and 
even if there were another 
location this would not be 
reasonable grounds for 
objection.

Mr Tyas also responded 
to the argument that the 
development could not 
reasonably be described 
as a co-living residence as 
it was more akin to a high-
density apartment building. 
He said that the proposal 
provided for communal 
floor space of 142m² and 
open communal area of 
601m². This provision is well 
in excess of the standards 
prescribed for co-living.

The development 
application for this project 
is currently on public 
exhibition and submissions 
can be made via the YourSay 
section of Council’s website 
(www.byron.nsw.gov.au).

Public meeting on The Nest
A public meeting regarding the proposed 
residential development at 115-117 Stuart Street, 
Mullumbimby will be held at the Byron School of 
Arts, Mullumbimby, on 2 February, at 5.30pm.

Is high-density development the right way?Win a World Surfing League twin fin
Surf fans have the chance 
to win one of five twin-fin 
surfboards and support 
the purchase of a custom-
fitted trailer essential for 
transporting specialised surf 
equipment and adapted 
wheelchairs.

Stone & Wood are 
working with the Disabled 
Surfers Association (DSA) Far 
North Coast branch (FNC) to 
raise money for the custom 
trailer by creating the Win a 
Twin Fin raffle which gives 
participants a chance to win 
one of five iconic twin-fin 
surfboards. Each board 
has been hand-shaped by 
renowned Australian shapers 
and ridden by professional 
surfers at recent World Surf 
League (WSL) events, making 
them a true piece of surfing 
history.

Stone & Wood has been 
announced as the official 
beer partner for all major 
WSL events in Australia and 
with that deep connection 
to surf culture and a shared 
commitment to community, 

the Stone & Wood team were 
inspired to find a way to sup-
port the DSA.

‘When we learned about 
the DSA’s need for a custom 
trailer, we knew we had 
to help,’ said Paul Tansley, 
Stone & Wood Head of Strat-
egy & Creative.

‘The Win a Twin Fin raffle 
is a great way to bring surf 
fans along on the journey 
and turn our shared passion 
into real, tangible support.’

Dylan Chisholm, President 
of the DSA FNC branch, said 
the support would have 
a lasting impact on the 

organisation and the people 
it serves.

‘This trailer will be a 
game-changer for our 
branch,’ said Dylan.

‘It allows us to safely 
transport our specialised 
equipment and continue 
creating inclusive surf 
experiences for people with 
disability across the Far 
North Coast.’

Grab your tickets today 
for a chance to win a legend-
ary surf board and give 
the gift of an unforgettable 
wave! www.raffletix.com.au/
winatwinfin2025.

DSA FNC volunteers and participants at a Lennox Head 
event in 2024. Photo supplied

Concerned about type 2 diabetes 
and heart disease?
Do you have concerns about  
the prevention and manage-
ment of type 2 diabetes and 
heart disease for ages 65+? 

Local dietitian Lisa 
Strauss will be giving a series 
of FREE health talks at the 
Ocean Shores Country Club 
from 29 January to 19 Febru-
ary on Thursdays at 1.30pm 
to 3.30pm and Ballina Indoor 
Sports Centre from 26 Febru-
ary to 19 March on Thursdays 
at 1.30pm to 3.30pm so 

people can learn how good 
nutrition choices can sup-
port healthy ageing. 

‘The idea is to hold a 
space for people to discuss 
ways to incorporate healthy 
eating choices, share recipes, 
be given expert advice, and 
to share a free afternoon,’ 
Lisa told The Echo. 

‘The aim is to increase 
awareness in the prevention 
and management of chronic 
disease and increase social 

connectivity.’  
During the session you 

can learn about how to 
prevent and manage type 2 
diabetes and heart disease, 
get practical food and cook-
ing tips to help manage your 
health, and have your ques-
tions answered by an expert.

For bookings or more 
information call 0491 
771 159 or visit: www.
lisastrausshealth.com.au/
health-talks.

	▶ Continued from page 1
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Double demerits 
are in force this 

Australia Day 
long weekend. 

Fri 23 Jan – Mon 26 Jan

STOP IT…OR COP IT.
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On the next hot day, give your air conditioner a test run to make sure
it’s in good working order. Here’s how:

Set to cooling mode (look for the snowflake ❄ on your remote)
Let it run for at least 15 minutes while it's warm outside
Listen and observe:

Is it noisy?
Not cooling efficiently?
Smelly?

If yes to any of these - give us a call to book in a diagnosis

artisanair.com.au | 02 6680 9394

PREPARE FOR SUMMER
Test Your Air Conditioner 

Term One Brochure 
Out Now!Out Now!

byroncollege.org.au
RTO: 90013

02 6684 3374
customercare@byroncollege.org.au

Brunswick Valley 
FUNERALS

Phone 6684 6232 
MULLUMBIMBY

Echo crosswords – passing the baton
Ziggi Browning

The Echo would like to 
heartily thank the talented 
wordsmith, Stephen Clarke, 
for so generously offering his 
crosswords for us to publish 
over the last couple of years. 
We wish him all the best 
enjoying his freedom from 
the relentless task of feeding 
us a new puzzle every week.

Though we have lost our 
current crossword supplier, 
we won’t be leaving cross-
worders without satisfaction. 
Fortunately we have a large 
cache of treasures left to us by 
another distinguished local 
littérateur, Mungo MacCallum. 

Mungo from 
the Bardo

Mungo MacCallum may 
have left this mortal coil in 
December 2020, however we 
at The Echo still feel his influ-
ence and hold his memory 

dear. Mungo’s talents are 
somewhat legendary around 
here. During his long tenure 
as an Echo columnist he not 
only elevated our pages with 
his heavyweight political 
insights, his love of language 
was infectious. Generations 
of Echo editors, journalists 
and columnists owe him 
much for his guidance and 
example. In The Echo’s early 
days, Mungo came up with 
rules for producing concise 
and elegant prose – devising 
a set of axioms condensed 
from George Orwell’s writ-
ings. Yellowed and wrinkled 
with time, Mungo’s hand-
typed rules remain pinned 
up in the editor’s office as a 
handy guide to this day.

Cryptic wordplay provided 
Mungo a creative outlet for 
his love of language. After 
going through a lean patch 
as a semi-retired journalist, 
setting crosswords became a 
serious vocation for Mungo. 

Well known for his wit and for 
his political leanings, Mungo’s 
cryptics gained a strong fol-
lowing in various publications 
including a long run with The 
Saturday Paper. 

His generous nature and 
love of his local paper means 
that Mungo secured syndica-
tion with The Echo and 
even went so far as to write 
quick clues for the benefit 
of The Echo’s more casual 
readership. 

From this week we are 
going all the way back to the 
beginning, to the first of some 
540 crosswords that Mungo 
left us. Crossworders can 
expect puzzles that reflect 
Mungo’s encyclopaedic 
knowledge of literature, poli-
tics, cricket, a deep general 
knowledge, and a biting wit. 
When solving them it’s worth 
bearing in mind that they 
were penned between 2008 
and 2020. Go to page 15 to 
find Mungo’s crossword #1. 

Wategos mega mansion gets green light
Paul Bibby

An ongoing legal stoush 
over one of the most prized 
locations at Wategos Beach 
has been settled, paving the 
way for a $12 million dual 
occupancy to be built on 
the site.

Fifteen months ago, Byron 
Council granted Mambrooke 
Pty Ltd permission to build a 
five-level mega mansion and 
accompanying studio at 19 
Marine Parade – an address 
that practically kisses the 
waves at high tide.

But the project hit a snag 
when, prior to construction, 
the developer sought to 
modify their application on 
the grounds that changes 
were needed to make the 
development more accessible 
for those of advanced years.

The revised plans involved 
the expansion of the base-
ment level garage to include 
a new wheelchair-accessible 
parking space, a lift, ramp, 
and new storage areas for 
bikes and surfboards.

While the modifications 
did not involve changing the 
overall visual impact of the 
mansion, they did require 
significant additional 
excavation into the famous 
Wategos hillside.

This put them at odds 
with the Development 
Control Plan (DCP) for the 
location which states that 
garage and basements 
should be designed to 
minimise the amount of site 
excavation required.

The DCP also requires 
that basements and 
subterranean car parks 
are to have a maximum 

footprint of 50 square 
metres.

Byron Council has been 
reluctant to approve excava-
tion works that exceed 
development controls in Wat-
egos in recent years, having 
witnessed multiple owners 
dig deeper and deeper into 
the iconic hillside.

While Council staff were 
mulling over the proposed 
changes, Mambrooke Pty Ltd 
took the Council to court, 
asserting that this prevarica-
tion amounted to a ‘deemed 
refusal’ of their application.

They argued that future-
proofing their home was a 

reasonable reason not to 
adhere to the planning rules.

They further argued that 
they should not be required 
to adhere to the DCP control, 
because others have not 
done so.

‘It is evident from a review 
of existing development 
within the locality that this 
prescriptive development 
control has not been adhered 
to on multiple other projects,’ 
the developer said.

Late last year during a 
court-ordered conciliation 
conference, the two parties 
reached an agreement 
which allowed Mambrooke 
to move ahead with their 
modified plans with a few 
small amendments.

The agreement was 
formalised by a judgment 
by LEC Commissioner Susan 
O’Neill, handed down on 23 
December, 2025.

This paves the way for 
Mambrooke to commence 
construction of its dual 
occupancy in the coming 
weeks.

Artist’s impression of Wategos mansion. 

Bruns sports fields upgrades underway
Byron Shire Council staff say 
they are beginning repairs 
of the public toilets and the 
clubhouse at Stan Thomp-
son Oval in Brunswick Heads 
this month. 

Malcolm Robertson, 
Manager Open Spaces and 
Facilities, said that the ‘cur-
rent facilities are not meeting 
the needs of players and sup-
porters, and we know these 
upgrades will be welcomed’. 

‘We have begun work 
and hope to complete the 
first stage of the project 
by the end of April. The 
first stage includes: repair 
and reconfiguration of all 
public toilets; structural 
repairs and replacement of 
the ground floor and walls 
of the amenities block; a 
new access ramp and land-
ings to all public toilets to 
increase accessibility; a new 

accessible concrete path 
connecting the playground 
to the clubhouse and acces-
sible car space; new outdoor 
stairs for access to the upper 
level of the clubhouse onto 
the deck. 

‘The second stage of the 
project will include improve-
ments to changing rooms 
and showers including an 
accessible bathroom, and 
an internal staircase and 

accessible lift. Temporary 
toilets are in place while 
works are underway.’
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DV accounts for 
nearly two-thirds of 
local crime reports
Richmond Police say nearly 
two thirds of all offences 
recorded in the district 
last week were related to 
domestic violence.

Tweed Heads 
Croquet Club 
reopens
The rebuilt Tweed Heads 
Croquet Club, located at 39 
Recreation St, was officially 
opened on Thursday. 
Founded in 1949, the 
clubhouse was rebuilt after 
the devastating 2022 floods 
inundated the building and 
weakened its structure.

Lismore names 
2026 Australia Day 
Ambassador
Catherine De Vrye is a globally-
recognised author and keynote 
speaker whose life story is 
a testament to resilience, 
adaptability and hope, 
says Lismore City Council. 
‘Canadian by birth but proudly 
Australian by choice, she has 
twice been voted as Australian 
Keynote Speaker of the Year’.

Forestry Corp cops 
fine for trespass in 
Western Dorrigo 
Plateau
NSW government corporation, 
Forestry Corporation (FC), 
has been fined $15,000 for 
entering a Western Dorrigo 
Plateau property without first 
consulting the landowner. 
FC says they ‘will take time 
to consider the notice and 
reasons for issuing it’.

Lifeline shop opens 
in Murwillumbah
A new op-shop has opened on 
Murwillumbah’s main street 
at 28 Murwillumbah Street.

Swimmer reported 
missing makes it 
back to shore
A swimmer reported missing 
on Saturday afternoon from the 
Ballina coastline managed to 
make it back to shore without 
help from emergency services, 
who were at the ready.

$9.5m post-landslip 
repairs to Bruxner
Road repairs are happening to 
part of the Bruxner Highway 
west of Casino where a 
landslip caused significant 
damage. Two downslopes 
were reportedly damaged in 
the landslip between Willock 
Street and Bulmers Road at 
Mallanganee, about 40km 
west of Casino.

Fishing trio rescued from Ballina after boat flips
Three fishermen returning 
from Byron Bay to Ballina 
were rescued on Sunday, 
when their boat capsized 
trying to cross the Ballina 
bar into the Richmond River, 
emergency services said.

The incident reportedly 
happened within sight of 
the Marine Rescue NSW unit 
base at Ballina near Light-
house Beach shortly after 
midday Sunday.

A rostered volunteer was 
able to raise an official alert, 
triggering a multi-agency 
rescue operation involving 
Surf Life Saving, police, 

paramedics and marine 
authorities.

Volunteers said seas were 
estimated at two to three 
metres high.

Sunday’s rain and wind 
combined with an outgoing 
tide at the time of the rescue 
made for conditions that 
were ‘not the best,’ Marine 
Rescue NSW Mid-North 
Coast Inspector, Courtney 
Greenslade, said on Monday 
morning.

Inspector Greenslade said 
the best time for crossing the 
bar was generally at the half-
way point in time between 

low and high tides as the tide 
was due to come in.

The inspector said the 
fishers were likely in the 
water for between ten and 
15 minutes before being res-
cued at Lighthouse Beach.

Surfers to the rescue
A nearby surfer rescued 

one, she said, while local surf 
life savers rescued the other 
two.

Volunteers on social 
media credited SLS volun-
teer Al Noble with the latter 
rescue, carried out using an 
inflatable rescue boat.

It was about an hour 
before the boat, estimated 
by Inspector Greenslade to 
be about 67 metres long, 
washed to shore at Shelly 
Beach without sinking.

Boat recovered
Inspector Greenslade said 

the boat’s owner was able to 
recover the vessel and take 
it away.

Volunteers said the inci-
dent ended without anyone 
suffering serious injury thank 
to ‘the vigilance, training, and 
cooperation of all involved’.

Marine Rescue NSW 

understands the fishers were 
experiencing mechanical 
issues aboard the boat 
immediately prior to some 
sudden wave action upon 
crossing the Ballina bar.

Volunteers referred to a 
problem with the vessel’s 
throttle, said to have failed 
to deliver sufficient power for 
the tidal ebb crossing.

Inspector Greenslade said 
it was a good time to remind 
boaters to always log on with 
Marine Rescue NSW before 
heading out to sea, and of 
the importance of wearing 
life jackets.

ReForest Now calls for support of Sumatra
L ocal regeneration 

organisation, ReForest 
Now, is calling for 

public support for Sumatran 
villages as they recover from 
recent mudslides.

Their aim is to plant more 
than 100,000 trees, adding 
to what has already been 
planted.

Organisers say, ‘The 
land split open. Homes 
disappeared. So we acted 
immediately. Communities 
stepped forward’. 

Trees prevent erosion
‘Between December 2025 

and January 2026, over 
107,000 native rainforest 
trees were planted – these 
are safe inside the Gunung 
Leuser National Park’.

‘Where forests remain, 
damage stops.

‘In nearby national parks, 
there were no landslides, no 
flood damage, no polluted 
rivers. Rainforests have 
protected land and life for 

millions of years when they 
are not cut down.

‘If forests stand, commu-
nities survive. Your support 
today helps keep Sumatra 
standing.

‘Flood rains will return. 
Without forests, Sumatra’s 
most vulnerable communi-
ties will be hit again.

‘With continued support, 
we can begin planting 
another 100,000 trees 
immediately in January and 
February 2026.

‘Direct bank transfers are 

welcomed for donations over 
$500. Please email kallen@
reforestnow.org.au to 
request a receipt’.

ReForest Now Public Fund
BSB: 032-573
Account: 354 136.

Critical habitat
According to www.refor-

estnow.org.au, ‘Sumatra’s 
rainforests are a vital ecosys-
tem, teeming with irreplace-
able biodiversity. However, 
deforestation has taken a 
devastating toll, with half of 

the original forests lost’.
‘Thankfully, protected 

areas like Gunung Leuser 
National Park offer a refuge 
for wildlife. 

‘Here, the last remaining 
populations of Sumatran 
tigers, elephants, orangu-
tans, and rhinos co-exist.

‘Yet, the threats persist. 
Illegal logging, poaching, 
and the illegal wildlife trade 
endanger these magnificent 
animals. 

‘Wealthy collectors fuel 
this demand, driving species 
like the Sumatran tiger closer 
to extinction. 

‘The human cost is real 
too. Local communities, 
facing poverty, are sometimes 
lured into participating in 
these destructive activities.

‘There is hope. We are 
working with local partners 
like the Kelompok Tani Hutan 
Konservasi (Farmers Group 
for Forest Conservation), a 
group of war refugees that 
were granted rights to live in 

the Gunung Leuser National 
Park in 2001, to combat these 
threats.

‘We have run several anti-
poaching patrols in Sumatra. 
Of critical focus have been 
the loss of two tiger cubs 
to poachers recently and a 
grieving mother to keep safe. 

‘Human animal conflict 
has already occurred in the 
area with a bull elephant 
and encroachers, though the 
details of what caused this 
conflict need to be investi-
gated further. 

‘Action against illegal log-
ging must continue.

‘We have stopped tens 
of hectares from being cut 
down in the past few years, 
in several locations along the 
edge of the Gunung Leuser 
National Park. 

‘This needs to be done 
consistently to keep ahead 
of forest loss. A complete 
patrol unit is very sustain-
able at around AU$1,800 per 
month’.

Make leaving dogs in hot cars a crime, says NSW govt
The NSW Labor government 
says it will introduce changes 
in the first half of this year 
to the state’s Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act 1979 in 
parliament.

The government says a 
review of the act including 
more than 7,000 submissions 
shows the need for ‘modern 
legislation to align with com-
munity expectations’.

‘Extensive stakeholder 
consultation, animal 
welfare data and scientific 
evidence’ have informed 
Labor’s proposed changes, 
the government said in the 
announcement.

The proposal includes the 
introduction of offences for 
leaving dogs in hot vehicles, 
banning the use of what the 

government says are ‘painful 
prong collars,’ and ‘tougher 
animal fighting laws’.

Animal welfare groups 
welcome proposed changes.

RSPCA NSW data report-
edly identifies more than 500 
reports from the public of 
dogs being ‘locked in cars’ in 
the six years to 2024/25.

Closing loopholes
The government said 

proposed changes include 
identifying potential loop-
holes in laws against animal 
fighting and supporting NSW 
police in addressing their 
links to organised crime.

Government inspectors 
would also be allowed to 
‘administer pain relief to 
animals where necessary,’ 

under the bill, and ‘appropri-
ately train Local Land Ser-
vices personnel to euthanise 
animals in emergencies,’ the 
government said.

Animal Welfare League 
NSW chief executive 
officer Stephen Albin 
was quoted in the media 

release accompanying the 
announcement, saying the 
group’s inspectors on the 
front line were often called 
out to animals in distress.

Pain relief
‘It is important that they 

can provide pain relief,’ Mr 

Albin said, adding that the 
new laws provided ‘much-
needed new powers to deal 
with the worst cases and 
offenders’.

The government said it 
expected to present a bill to 
NSW Parliament in the first 
half of 2026.

ReForest Now’s Maximo Bottaro on the ground in disaster-
hit Sumatra. Image from ReForest Now

Regional median rents hit new high
Median advertised rents in 
regional NSW hit a new high 
in December 2025, accord-
ing to the latest data from 
REA Group.

Their report found that 
regional NSW rents in 
December were up 5.3 per 
cent compared to a year ago, 
pushing the median weekly 

rent to a new high of $600.
Key findings from the 

report include, ‘Regional 
NSW recorded a 1.7 per cent 
lift in rent prices over the 
December quarter to sit 5.3 
per cent higher than a year 
ago; of the regional areas, 
NSW remains the most 
expensive to rent in; regional 

NSW recorded faster rent 
price growth than Sydney, 
which lifted 4.1 per cent year-
on-year to December. While 
house rent growth in regional 
NSW outpaced that of units 
over the December quarter, 
units (+6.0 per cent) recorded 
stronger annual growth (+5.0 
per cent) than houses’. 

North Coast News
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The Echo is joining forces with Creative Mullum to re-launch the 
Echo Short Story Competition. Select stories will be published in 
The Byron Shire Echo and The Echo Online at www.echo.net.au.
Budding writers, old timers and first-time flyers are invited to submit a story 
of 500–1,500 words using the hook ‘The Hitchhiker’. The hook can be buried 
in a sentence, far off in the distance, it could be the name of a band playing 
at a pub, or it could be the centrepiece of your story!

Stories will be judged by local writers and industry experts. Submissions 
are open to anyone in the Northern Rivers. Selected finalists will be invited 
to present stories in a live story-telling performance at the very first 
‘Mullum Moth’ hosted by Mandy Nolan and Creative Mullum, on 1 April 2026.

The sooner you get your story in, the sooner we can start selecting stories 
that will be published in The Echo in print and online at www.echo.net.au. 
Each writer is able to submit up to, but no more than two entries. 

ENTER YOUR SHORT STORY HERE:
Story submission and questions at:  

www.creativemullum.org.au/short-story-comp

Echo Echo 
Short Short 
Story Story 
CompComp

ADULTS  
1ST PRIZE: 

$1,000

UNDER 18S 
1ST PRIZE: 

$500

+ 
A HOST 

OF OTHER 
PRIZES!

Labor’s hate speech laws and the end of open discourse
Chaiy Donati

B ondi still haunts us. 
In the wake of such 
horror, the instinct 

to act, swiftly, decisively, 
legislatively, is irresistible. 

Prime Minister Albanese’s 
move to recall parliament 
and rush through new 
hate speech laws is 
understandable. 

Yet in that haste, Labor 
risks undermining the very 
freedoms that have made 
Australia a beacon of plural-
ism and open discourse. 

One wonders, with a quiet 
apprehension, whether the 
law can ever distinguish 
between true threat and the 
mere discomfort of speech. 

The proposed Combatting 
Antisemitism, Hate and 
Extremism Bill 2026 is ambi-
tious in scope. 

It criminalises conduct 
that promotes hatred against 
individuals or groups based 
on race, ethnicity, or national 
origin, punishable by up to 
five years in prison. It allows 
for the formal proscription of 
organisations deemed ‘hate 
groups,’ with leaders facing 
up to 15 years’ imprisonment. 

At first glance, this legisla-
tion seems protective, even 

humane, aiming to shield 
marginalised communities 
from harassment, intimida-
tion, and fear. Yet beneath 
its surface lies a troubling 
expansiveness: its language is 
imprecise, its reach profound. 

Conduct definition
‘Conduct’ is not limited to 

speech. Gestures, symbols, 
clothing, flags, and emblems 
are all included. 

Whether the target belongs 
to the specified group is 
‘immaterial.’ Liability rests 
on whether a ‘reasonable 
member’ of that group could 
feel intimidated, insulted, 
or humiliated. Courts are 
empowered to interpret 
criticism of ideas, ideologies, 
or even state policies as inher-
ently hostile toward an ethnic 
or religious community. 

Reasonable criticism of 
Israeli foreign policy could 
be construed as anti-Jewish 
sentiment; analysis of radical 
interpretations of Islam 
could be deemed advocacy 
of hatred toward Muslims. 

Religious texts, meanwhile, 
remain beyond judicial scru-
tiny. Passages in the Quran or 
Hadith invoked by extremists, 
including those responsible 
for the Bondi attack, are 

untouched by the law. Most 
Muslims are never moved to 
violence by these texts, yet 
extremists are. And still, the 
law shields these sources of 
radical ideology while ordi-
nary citizens risk prosecution 
simply for questioning, debat-
ing, or criticising them. 

Robust laws in place
Australia already has 

robust laws punishing the 
incitement of violence. 

Criminalising ‘hatred’ 
itself is perilously vague, an 
invitation to overreach, a law 
too easily twisted to punish 
thought rather than action. 

Hatred cannot be 
legislated away. If we are to 
remain a truly progressive 
society, we must retain 
the courage to confront 

dangerous ideas openly. 
Only in the fearless 

exchange of thought, in the 
trial of ideas against reason 
and debate, do our convic-
tions prove their worth. 

The draft legislation places 
enormous discretionary 
power in the hands of courts, 
creating a landscape where 
ordinary political, social, or 
religious commentary could 
be deemed criminal. 

Bondi was a tragedy, but 
it was not a failure of statu-
tory imagination; individuals 
capable of extreme violence 
will not be restrained simply 
by broader definitions of 
hate speech. 

Freedom of speech was 
long the clarion call of pro-
gressive movements. Labour 
organisers, suffragists, 

anti-war protestors, and 
civil libertarians defended 
the right to speak, even for 
ideas they found abhorrent, 
recognising that democracy 
is forged in the clash of 
perspectives. 

Speech, no matter 
how offensive, is never 
a legitimate ground for 
imprisonment. This is not a 
partisan principle, it is the 
architecture of liberal society 
itself. To abandon it in pursuit 
of social cohesion is to betray 
both pluralism and justice. 

UK warning
The United Kingdom 

offers a stark warning. 
Every year, thousands are 

arrested for ‘offensive’ online 
posts, a reminder that the 
law can be wielded against 
ordinary citizens as easily as 
against extremists. 

Attempts to control 
discourse often inflame the 
very resentment they aim to 
suppress. 

Populists step into the 
breach. Nigel Farage in the 
UK. Pauline Hanson in Aus-
tralia. Once marginal, they 
have surged by channelling 
public frustration, fuelled by 
perceptions, socially destabi-
lising mass immigration, and 

overreach of government 
censorship and control. 

Hatred and bigotry are best 
confronted where they can be 
exposed, reasoned, and chal-
lenged, alongside an immigra-
tion policy attentive to the 
values newcomers bring. 

Successful multicultural-
ism and liberty are insepa-
rable. A society as diverse as 
ours can only flourish when 
its beliefs, practices, and 
traditions are open to exami-
nation and challenge. 

Albanese should pause 
and listen. 

A free Australia meets 
hatred with words, not 
chains; with conscience and 
conversation, not coercion. 

Bondi whispers a harder 
truth: it is courage, shown 
by ordinary people on that 
tragic day, that alone pre-
served the soul of our nation, 
not statutes, not speeches, 
and certainly not politicians 
who would try to police 
thought itself. 

	■ Chaiy Donati holds 
degrees in law and political 
science from the University 
of Queensland. He is Presi-
dent of the Mullumbimby 
Brunswick Valley ALP 
Branch. 

Opinion

Photo: The Constitution Education Fund (www.cefa.org.au).
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Creating a pathway to peace
W e are witnessing 

the decline of the 
American empire in 

real time. Stupidity now sits on a 
gilded throne in Washington and 
obedience is being enforced with 
terrifying brutality upon its people 
and institutions with the rest of 
us in the firing line of the regime’s 
impulsive and criminal acts. 

Within a year under the second 
Trump administration, America 
looks like a wounded gunslinger 
slumped against a swinging door 
at the O.K. Corral, indiscriminately 
shooting at women and whisky 
bottles as democracy bleeds out. 

The Century Foundation’s 
Democracy Meter, which measures 
the health of democracy across a 
100-point scale, found democracy 
in the USA collapsed from 79 to 
57/100 in 2025. The only thing left 
standing between democracy and 
full-blown authoritarianism is free 
and fair elections, which are look-
ing very shaky at this point.

How the mighty fall under the 
weight of hubris, denial, and grasp-
ing, as the entropy of collapse gath-
ers momentum and turns inwards 
to cannibalise itself. The rest of the 
world is left scrambling to unplug 
and reboot in safe mode, hoping 
to quarantine at least some of the 
fallout and avoid a world war.

These are dangerous times, and 
we are not immune. As a nation 
we are tied to this flailing beast, 
feeding it money in the hope it 
continues to assure our security. 
We need to wake up fast. Australia 
is poised to hand over $368 billion 
dollars for the AUKUS deal to a 
bunch of mobsters very high on 
their own supply. 

According to a YouGov poll com-
missioned by The Australia Institute 
in November 2025, only eight per 
cent of Australians are genuinely 
convinced Australia ‘shares values’ 
with Trump’s America. Fewer than 
half of Australians think the AUKUS 
deal is in our best interests or 
makes us safer. 

The chorus of voices calling 
for an urgent rethink of our old 
alliance with America is also 
growing louder. Elbows up Albo. 

Canada just brokered a ‘strategic 
partnership’ with China since its 
best friend and neighbour went 
rogue. Canada’s Prime Minister 
Mark Carney pragmatically said, 
‘We take the world as it is, not as we 
wish it to be’. 

On our shores, the initial 
coming together in the wake of the 
horrific Bondi massacre has sadly 
given way to polarised debate 
on the government’s proposed 
hate speech and gun law reform 
package in response. This was a 
moment for national unity and 
bipartisanship that went badly off 
track. Let’s hope something can be 
salvaged from it.

Still, it’s naive to think you can 
just legislate hate and racism away. 
Without addressing underlying 
causes, like rampant inequality, it’s 
always simmering away, at risk of 
spilling over. 

The Royal Commission on 
Antisemitism and Social Cohesion 
is also facing criticism by those who 
feel the terms of reference are too 
narrow and should address fraying 
social cohesion across the whole 
community.  

Let’s face it, major threats to 
social cohesion are not lurking in 
universities or writers’ festivals; 
they’re being broadcast at us 
24/7 via a parasitic media that 
foment hatred, division, and mis/
dis-information in the battle for our 
nervous systems. 

In welcome contrast are 
nineteen Buddhist monks, 
accompanied by Aloka the peace 
dog, who have awakened the 
hearts of millions by their Walk for 
Peace across America from Texas 
to Washington DC for ‘national 
healing, unity, and compassion’. 
They set off in October 2025 and are 
due to arrive in mid-February after 
walking some 3,700 kilometres.

When asked why they walk, the 
monks said, ‘Our walking itself 
cannot create peace. But when 
someone encounters us – whether 
by the roadside, online or through a 
friend – when our message touches 
something deep within them, when 
it awakens the peace that has 
always lived quietly in their own 
heart – something sacred begins to 
unfold.’

Compare the monk’s act of 
authentic peace to the bizarre 
ceremony where the winner of the 
Nobel Peace Prize, Venezuelan 
opposition leader Maria Corina 
Machado, handed over her peace 
medal to Donald Trump. He thinks 
himself to be a more worthy 
winner. The Nobel’s organisers 
have categorically stated the prize 
‘cannot be revoked, shared or 
transferred’. 

In gifting Trump her medal, 
Machado told journalists it was 
in ‘recognition for his unique 
commitment to our freedom’. 
Perhaps she made a strategic 
sacrifice to soothe the beast’s ego 
for five minutes? 

This year has all the hallmarks 
of a major turning point in the 
trajectory of the world, and 
perhaps humanity itself. If ever 
there were a time to ‘imagine all 
the people living life in peace’, 
genuine peace, it is now. The time 
for complacency is over. 

Let us use the weapons of the 
Tibetan Buddhist prophecy of the 
Shambala warriors – compassion 
and insight – to dismantle the 
destructive forces from the inside 
out and finally heal the world. 

	■ Jo Immig is a former advisor 
to the NSW Legislative Council 
and coordinator of the National 
Toxics Network. She’s currently a 
freelance writer and researcher.

A few days ago one of my 
kids asked me how long I 
thought it would be before 

the next world war broke out. 
I was a bit stunned, but really I 
shouldn’t have been. The reality is 
I can’t open a newspaper or visit 
a comedy site these days without 
thinking I’ve taken crazy pills. 

The insane march towards 
militarisation and war is 
happening; it should be something 
we are smart enough to avoid. I 
mean, what is the point of ‘Lest 
We Forget’ if it isn’t to remind us of 
the devastation that war inflicts? 
Yet we seem unable to learn fast 
enough or to vocalise effectively 
enough, to slow and reverse the 
march of the crazies; the Trumps, 
the Putins and their ilk, and those 
who, astoundingly, support them.

So instead, I thought I’d share 
some ways we can remember 
the important things that we can 
change. Some people I know take 
an early morning walk on the 
beach or in a park, or a nature 
area that is special to them – 
maybe they remember to pick up 
the rubbish as they go. It’s simple 
and effective. Of course, you can 
always take this a step further 
and sign up for Clean Up Australia 
Day or join Positive Change for 
Marine Life.

Others take action in the 
community – there are lots of 
places to volunteer your time (and 
money if you have it to spare!). 
From local community centres, to 
SHIFT which helps women at risk 
of homelessness, or Liberation 
Larder that provides food for the 
homeless, there are plenty of ways 

to get involved and help others. 
As climate change continues 

to increase the risks of fires, 
floods, and landslides, places like 
the Rural Fire Brigade and SES 
(State Emergency Services) don’t 
just connect you into your local 
community – I’ve found they’ve 
also given me an understanding 
of the challenges we face and 
how to move forward with 
more confidence. 

The reality is that governments 
can’t always pay for everything 
(or choose to spend their money 
elsewhere – AUKUS?), and as they 
keep telling us we need to create 
‘community resilience’. 

According to the 2025 BBC 
Radio 4 (https://www.bbc.
co.uk) Reith lecturer, historian 
and author Rutger Bregman, a 
small dedicated group can ‘spark 
positive change’. 

So find something you feel 
positive about. If it’s animals, join 
the various organisations that 
support pets, or wildlife – see 
page 3. If it’s the environment, 
take photos, draw, paint, or sing 
about your favourite places – tell 
your friends, tell the world. Or get 
involved in Greenpeace, or your 
local environment groups, or be 
a radical and learn how to climb 
trees and take non-violent action. 
Or go a bit crazy and buy yourself 
a kayak like I did! 

Take some action, small or 
large – let’s make the world a 
better and saner place together. 

Aslan Shand, editor
News tips are welcome: 

editor@echo.net.au
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‘If ever there were a time to 
“imagine all the people living life 
in peace”, genuine peace, it is now. 
The time for complacency is over.’

– Jo ImmigBeing the spark of 
positive change
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Mullum’s future
Joni Mitchell wrote some 
prophetic lyrics some years 
ago concerning a taxi. 

We have already ‘paved 
paradise and put up a 
parking lot’, but what we 
don’t need is ‘a pink hotel, 
a boutique and a swinging 
hot spot’ in Station Street, 
Mullumbimby. 

The carpark should stay 
as-is and another site found 
for the accommodation build-
ing. The hospital site perhaps.

The other decision to be 
made is the one concerning 
‘The Nest’, at 115-119 Stuart 
Street. This proposal will 
change the whole dynamic 
of our much-valued Heritage 
Conservation Area of Mul-
lumbimby. It is too big, too 
cramped, and one wonders 
who it is actually being 
built for. It is a backpackers 
design, or student accommo-
dation type of building? 

It just does not fit 
aesthetically in that part of 
town. Although there is park-
ing on site, there will not be 
enough for the people who 
live there. I would not like 
to see the old, small, white 
house on the corner of Stuart 
Street and Whian Street 
demolished. It is a valuable 
piece of built history of this 
town. The Brunswick Valley 
Historical Society will be 
lodging an objection to this 
proposal.

Chris Cooney
Mullumbimby

Elderly made 
homeless
On Thursday, I bought a book-
case from a lovely old gentle-
man in Brunswick Heads. 

He couldn’t have been 

more helpful. A young friend 
had posted it on marketplace 
for him. I went to his tiny flat, 
met his sweet old cat, and 
asked where he was moving 
to. He told me he couldn’t 
afford the increasing rent 
anymore, and would be 
living in his car. 

I discovered that after 
30 years in this humble 
little home, among his 
neighbourly community, 
he was being forced onto 
the streets. 

I wanted to take him 
home with me, however I’m 
also marginalised by the 
effects of predatory capital-
ism, living on land owned 
by a community-minded 
friend. It’s impossible not to 
notice the growing numbers 
of homeless people in Byron 
Shire. Getting harder to turn 
a blind eye. There, but for the 
grace of God.

Linda Grace
Wilsons Creek

Grammar police
Dear editor – Do you edit? 
I ask because of the glaring 
grammatical error in David 
Heilpern’s article re NSW 
police and protesting. 

The mistake is there in 
bold font under the headline. 
He writes, ‘because it might 
be disrespectful and uncour-
teous’. Clang! The word is 
discourteous – there is no 
such word as ‘uncourteous’ 
and this bloke is a professor? 
Slack editor, great paper. 
Loved the editorial by Lovejoy. 

Polly Guthrie 
Ballina

	■ ‘Uncourteous’ is a word in 
the Collins Dictionary, and 
according to the Oxford Eng-
lish Dictionary, was first used in 
1303. It means ‘not courteous’, 
but not as rude as ‘discourte-
ous’, e.g. lacking manners 
owing to ignorance. – Ed

In defence of Mandy
Well said Mandy Nolan! And 
so true (Echo, Jan 14). 

Mandy, ignore those 
bigoted crackpots who will 
never see the light, what 
is wrong and what is right. 
Sadly, tunnel-visionistas are 
in epidemic numbers in our 
‘enlightened’ Shire.

Hugo Wehner
Uki

Mandy rant, part II
Thanks Jeff Rake for your 
reply to my letter. 

I don’t personally know 
Mandy, but I know she has 
been writing for the Echo a 
long time and I used to always 
get a giggle from her articles 
and witty commentary.

I thought this time though 
she was coming down pretty 
hard on tourism and harping 
on the old narrative of ‘Byron 
has changed. For the worst.’

I am kinda tired of that 
one too. I was born here in 
1985 (not really sure if that 
even makes me local since 
I’ve also lived in Melbourne 
half my life) and thanks to 
the community that we have 
here, we have achieved a 
pretty cool place. Very little 
development – thank God! 

We kept big corporations 
like McDonald’s out. We 
value the free-loving hippy 
spirit, world peace vibes.

This place is pretty awe-
some, and thanks to some 
amazing nature activists and 
people who really care about 
environmental causes, this 
beautiful home of ours stays 
at the very top of many peo-
ple’s holiday destination list.

Some tourists who come 
here are super-respectful 
and stay on to fight the good 
fight of living in hope of 

peace and doing everything 
to protect this special place.

Back in my dad’s day, he 
was born in Mullumbimby, a 
house in Lismore cost more 
than in Byron. Sure, some 
things have changed.
But hasn’t the whole world? 
I think as a town, and as 
a community we’re doing 
pretty good. 

We have pretty amazing 
people here who love and 
understand each other and 
keep Byron peaceful, fun, 
magical, and nature-wise the 
most beautiful place on Earth.

Hope to see you at the top 
park at sunset soon, Jeff. We 
can share a wine, although I 
have to be honest – mine will 
probably be a $20 organic, 
not a $10 cask. We can have 
a yarn about the good old 
days.

Sarah Brinkhege
Suffolk Park

Mandy rant, part III
To Sarah [letters last week] 
– You say you love Byron for 
its beach parties and $10 
casks, and you tell Mandy 
Nolan to ‘chill out… and go 
to the gym’. 

I find that deeply 
dismissive of a woman who 
has given so much to this 
community. Mandy has vol-
unteered tirelessly, and con-
sistently used her voice to 
speak for people in this town 
who no longer have one. It 
makes me wonder what you 
yourself have contributed to 
this community.

Secondly, this town does 
not rely entirely on tourism. 
There are many successful 
local businesses that genu-
inely drive our economy. We 
are certainly not dependent 
on tourists who stay in 
Airbnbs, shop only at Wool-
worths and the bottle shop, 
and contribute little beyond 
a free beach party. Too often, 
they take far more from this 
town than they give.

Finally, as a medical pro-
fessional of several decades, 
I am genuinely disturbed 
by the idea of ‘bootylicious 

babes with butt cheeks 
hanging out’ standing next 
to fresh produce in shops, 
or sitting on a chair in a 
coffee place. My concern is 
not prudishness but hygiene 
and health. I think of E. coli 
contamination straight away, 
and I feel sorry for those 
young women whose skin 
is being exposed to intense 
sun, increasing the likelihood 
of melanoma far earlier than 
it should ever occur.

Perhaps it is time for a 
little more respect for those 
who want more for this town 
than $10 cask beach parties.

Sabine Muschter
Byron Bay

Mandy rant, part IV
I don’t always agree with the 
expressed opinions of Mandy 
Nolan and I’m sure she would 
feel similarly, vice versa. But I 
do agree with what she wrote 
in The Echo recently about 
contemporary Byron Bay.

I think it’s inappropriate 
to dismiss her opinion as a 
‘rant’, as a couple of letter 
writers have done in last 
week’s Echo [Jan 14]. That we 
live in a ferment of conflict-
ing opinions and beliefs 
seems axiomatic.

I am not a ‘local’, but 
I have witnessed several 
decades of change here. I am 
hard-pressed to think of any 
for the better.

Byron Bay has been sold 
off to the highest bidders, 
and the ugly consequences 
are what we are face now. 

I have noticed in wretched 
social media posts – where 
the ‘evil’ bots have twigged to 
my links with, and affection 
for, certain parts of Britain 
– St Ives, Cornwall, and the 
Cotswolds, to name two – the 
greed behind the constant 
‘chocolate box’ views and 
saccharine sentiments 
posted on social media. 

Many posts are not about 
intrinsic beauty or the ‘spirit 
of place’ – they are about 
selling real estate and doing 
business there; the quest 

Ye Olde Stone School returns 
to The Farm in Ewingsdale, 
Byron Bay, where willing 
participants of  all skill levels 
will learn to split, chisel and build  
stone for a traditional style cottage.
Suitable for owner-builders,  
tradies and teenagers of  all ages.

COURSES WILL RUN FROM  
JANUARY 16 TO FEBRUARY 28

ENQUIRIES: 
damian@yeoldestoneschool.com 
0425 212 852
www.yeoldestoneschool.com
Instagram: @true.stone.design

Split 

Chisel

Build

	▶ Continued on page 12

Cartoon by Raoul
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for more visitors and tourist 
stays.

I have argued before that 
if it were not for the business 
interests involved , some-
thing might even be done 
to regulate and control the 
reckless and careless riding 
of e-bikes on the footpaths 
here (or any bicycles).

In a sonnet about the 
so-called Dark Lady, Shake-
speare, in a maritime pun 
(on ships riding at anchor) 
of salacious innuendo, 
describes his mistress as 
the ‘bay where all men ride’. 
Byron Bay has become that. 

Even if one were con-
cerned with the business of 
tourism, one ought to realise 
that over-tourism and devel-
opment degrades it. Who 
wants to be the Costa del Sol 
of the South Pacific? 

Some may be keen on the 
idea, I suppose.

As Noel Coward once said 
of Monaco: ‘A sunny place for 
shady people.’

David Morris
Byron Bay

Road management
I can’t help but wonder 
about Council’s road man-
agement team. 

Their announcement 
that the Mullumbimby Road 
upgrade would take four 
months, when it only took 
two, was an avoidable PR 
disaster that unnecessarily 
exacerbated community 
concern about the plan. 

The completion of the 
upgrade is certainly a 
welcome improvement, but it 
lacks several important fea-
tures, such as a merging lane 
for traffic turning right out of 
McAuleys Lane and heading 
uphill toward Uncle Tom’s. 

There’s no longer a turn-
ing lane for traffic turning left 
toward Bruns at the Uncle 
Tom’s intersection, so as 
soon as a couple of cars are 
waiting to turn right, which 
happens often, traffic is 
blocked and backs up along 
Mullumbimby Road. 

And there is still no 
roundabout at the Uncle 
Tom’s intersection, where it 
is sorely needed. Seems to 
me these are fairly obvious 
shortcomings of the upgrade 
plan that should have been 

readily recognised and 
rectified by Council’s road 
management team.

John Scrivener 
Main Arm 

	■ Council’s roundabout 
grant application was 
unsuccessful. – letters ed

Roundup on creeks
My property in Mullum backs 
onto the river and there is a 
stretch of Crown land before 
the river bank.  

Over the years I have 
walked down there, and on 
a number of occasions, I 
have found the entire place 
blanket stained with that 
menacing green dye that is 
added to the ‘mix’ to show 
where Roundup has been 
sprayed. 

My family and my 
neighbours have been totally 
horrified, and traumatised, 
over the years to think that 
this deadly chemical is in use 
only metres from our house 
and metres from where tiny 
children play daily, and there 
is nothing seemingly we can 
do about it. 

In the past, I have written 
to Council and telephoned 
them to let them know how 
it is affecting my health. 
Attempting to make a change 
to this insane practice, even if 
only near where we live, but 
they readily pass the buck 
and claim: ‘We hire outside 
contractors to do this work, 
so we don’t know what it is 
they use’. 

I mean, what a good 
excuse and way to wash their 
hands of it. I knew someone 
a decade back who claimed 
that Council hired him to 
spray Roundup at night.

Join me in petitioning 
Byron Shire Council to lead the 
way to an organic Australia. 

Ask that they stop poison-
ing us for one and for all!

Sally Law
Mullumbimby

Royal commission
So, finally we have the Royal 
Commission on Antisemitism 
and Social Cohesion!

Finally, Prime Minister 
Albanese crumbled under 
the pressure. The pressure of 
the Jewish lobby?

Unfortunately, Albanese 
also did not parry the attack 

of Israel’s Prime Minister 
Netanyahu, who accused him 
of being responsible for the 
Bondi attack. 

This internationally-
wanted suspected war 
criminal, how dare he – it’s a 
case of ‘Stop the thief!’, cried 
the murderer! And now, what 
is this royal commission sup-
posed to do?

Find out why antisem-
itism is on the rise? 

Don’t we already know 
one very significant factor? 
Have we not seen for more 
than two years the pictures 
from Gaza?

Was it all fake? 
The starving kids, the 

attacks on civilians, on hos-
pitals, schools, help workers/
organisations, journalists...
the list goes on and on.

Not an eye for an eye, but 
100 eyes for one eye! 

And this is only Gaza, 
there is so much more. This 
will never stop, unless a two-
state solution is accepted 
and Israel withdraws from 
the Occupied Territories.

If you want to see how 
the current state of Israel, 
and some Israelis, treat(s) 
Palestinians, watch The 
Settlers on ABC iView, but be 
careful, the ABC is to some 
known as an extreme left-
wing TV station.

Anyway, I doubt that 
anybody will dare mention 
the above at the royal 
commission. 

I hope I am wrong.
Are these, my thoughts, 

antisemitic or is it even hate 
speech?

Well, I better finish here.
Burkhard Waltrup

Crabbes Creek

	■ Holding all Jews 
responsible for Israeli 
government action is 
antisemitism. – letters ed 

Greenland
Some bastard in the US 
reckons ‘Green’land should 
be called ‘Red White and 
Blue’land. 

Does that mean Australia, 
the UK, France, New Zealand 
and about a quarter of the 
world’s countries that have a 
flag of the same colours can 
share in the spoils?

Larry Hoofs 
The Pocket 

Eye of the beholder
‘Beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder’ was first said a 
long time ago.  

What’s up with my gov? 
Are they seeing hate speech 
these days, is it being writ-
ten in their new laws, so 
everyone can read it? They 
certainly don’t love the 
people of Australia, their 
words say it all.

Hidden in plain sight is 
their legislation, that gives 
control of Australia to the 
United Nations, made legal 
by my government? 

Someone called it demo-
cratic. Billions of dollars are 
being spent on weapons and 
support for a war machine. 
This implies, support is being 
given to cause harm to other 
human beings.

What also comes with 
the new laws to stop hate 
speech? They are just stop-
ping people in Australia, who 
might criticise their legis-
lated laws, and ask about the 
intention of them? 

A history is repeating, 
that we are being made to 
live with. If the government 
loved us, the billions of 
dollars would be used to 
help people and reduce the 
inflated costs we now strug-
gle to live with – that their 
legislation has caused?

Robert Podhajsky
Ocean Shores

No free speech for 
Abdel-Fattah  
[Palestinian author] Randa 
Abdel-Fattah was rightly 
removed from the Adelaide 
Writers Week for the follow-
ing reasons: publicly stated 
that ‘Zionists have no claim 
or right to cultural safety’; 
posted statements express-
ing a desire for the end of 
Israel as a state, framing its 
abolition as morally justified; 
shared or endorsed social 
media imagery immediately 
following the 7 October 
attacks that were widely 
interpreted as celebrating or 
legitimising violent ‘resist-
ance’; repeatedly used lan-
guage that frames violence 
against Israelis as justified or 
virtuous resistance, without 
distinction between civilians 
and combatants; dismissed 
or undermined research into 
antisemitism, portraying it as 

politically motivated rather 
than a legitimate response 
to rising hatred; consistently 
referred to ‘Zionists’ as a 
collective moral category, 
attributing guilt, harm, or 
illegitimacy to the group as a 
whole; denied or minimised 
Jewish vulnerability and 
fear, particularly in periods 
of heightened antisemitic 
violence; and, engaged in 
this conduct across multiple 
platforms and over an 
extended period.

These views have no place 
in a democratic society.

Vivi Royston
New Brighton

Abdel-Fattah and 
free speech
I don’t support cancelling 
writers at writers’ festivals. 
But Randa Abdel-Fattah, 
cancelled by the Adelaide 
Writers Festival, does. 

In February 2024, Abdel-
Fattah urged the board of the 
same Adelaide Writers Festi-
val to cancel an invitation to 
Jewish New York Times col-
umnist Thomas L Friedman, 
and he was subsequently 
cancelled. 

In 2023, she also cir-
culated a doxing list that 
incited ‘cancel culture’ 
against 600 Australian 
Jewish writers and artists. 

Her general ‘cancel cul-
ture’ posts include, ‘it is the 
duty… to ensure that every 
space that Zionists enter is 
culturally unsafe for them’ 
and, ‘if you are a Zionist, 
you have no right to cultural 
safety’. 

And she is suing the South 
Australian premier for his 
‘free speech’ opinion on 
her likely festival impact a 
short time after the Bondi 
massacre. 

And she’s stated there was 
an agenda to use the Bondi 
massacre to manipulate 
people against Palestinians. 

But I’m sure that she 
would advocate that free 
speech is upheld at the next 
writers’ festival with, say, the 
inclusion of Salman Rushdie, 
or perhaps a release of a new 
Australian Charlie Hebdo 
English version. 

And to broaden the issues 
we have with free speech, 
perhaps she might push to 
include a festival talk by, say, 

Sydney’s controversial Assyr-
ian Christian bishop Mar Mari 
Emmanuel who experienced 
a livestreamed attempt on 
his life for comments per-
ceived to insult Mohammad. 

Abdel-Fattah beats her 
chest for free speech for her, 
but not for other festival writ-
ers, or Jews, or others whose 
opinions she opposes. She 
has also denied that Hamas 
raped girls in their October 7, 
2023 attack. 

According the SMH on 
October 8, 2023 ‘she updated 
her social media profile 
picture to that of a paraglider 
(one of the ways Hamas 
escaped the Israeli enclosure 
around the enclave). The 
parachute was in the colours 
of a Palestinian flag.’

It is good to know where 
people stand, including that, 
apparently from Mandy’s 
Soapbox, Abdel-Fattah is 
‘elect me’ Mandy’s new 
pin-up girl.

John Lazarus
Byron Bay

	■ Regarding Randa Abdel-
Fattah’s comment that Zion-
ists had no right to cultural 
safety, she told The Guardian 
she makes the distinction 
between Zionism as a politi-
cal ideology and the culture 
of Jewish people. She said, 
‘You can be a Zionist and 
not be Jewish; you can be a 
Jewish person and be anti-
Zionist.’ She said Zionism is a 
‘settler colonialism’ ideology 
which originated in Europe 
and argued for, and replaced, 
the majority Indigenous 
population in Palestine. ‘You 
cannot use Zionism as an 
excuse to shield you from 
critique – it is a political 
ideology that should be 
subjected to the same 
critiques that we subject any 
political ideology to. [It’s a] 
political ideology carrying 
out a genocide in real time,’ 
she said. – letters ed

Unclaimed $50 
The hitchhiker’s $50 has not 
been claimed. 

So I’m opening the oppor-
tunity to all Echo readers to 
write a letter to the editor 
saying in 50 words or less 
what I should do with the $50.

Sapoty Brook
Main Arm

Mullumbimby Newsagency
44 Burringbar Street, Mullumbimby – 02 6684 2127

stationary.mullumnews@gmail.com

BANGALOW & BALLINA 
REMEDIAL MASSAGE

Upholding the highest standards of care
Remedial | Deep Tissue | Lymphatic Drainage  

Sports | Relaxation | Trigger Point | Bowen  
Pregnancy | Dry Needling | Cupping 

Instant health fund rebates available

Book online: bbrmassage.com.au or call 0499 490 088

      MEET HARPER
Adopt, Shop & Volunteer -  
Help Harper find a home!
Super friendly, with humans and cats! 
Happy to chill out and does not require long walks. 
Best suited to home with no children or other dogs.
Join our CAWI Op Shop volunteer team in Brunswick 
Heads (3 hours) - every bit of help supports rescues like 
Harper! | M/C: 956000009423487

Julia 0458 461 935 or apply via web 
(Op Shop) 0492 861 905 
www.byrondogrescue.org

	▶ Continued from page 11
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Circular economy report released – what’s inside? 
Hans Lovejoy

On Friday last week, the Pro-
ductivity Commission’s (PC) 
final report on the circular 
economy was released, which 
outlines Australia’s ‘opportu-
nities to lift materials produc-
tivity and reduce waste’.

Circular economies are 
those based on the reuse 
and regeneration of materi-
als or products, especially 
as a means of continuing 
production in a sustainable or 
environmentally-friendly way.

The report will be tabled 
in federal parliament shortly, 
says the PC.

Yet the official media 
release was unfortunately 
lacking in any real content or 
meaningful reform.

It spoke of priorities and 
opportunities, and gave 
vague advice ‘on how best 
to measure progress and 
address key barriers’.

It’s a well-known fact that 
China rejected imported 
Australian waste in 2018, and 
after eight years, Australia 
still has limited recycling 
capacity.  

While the authors 
say ‘overall progress has 
been slow’, on a positive 
note, it reads, ‘all levels of 

government have recently 
increased focus on policies 
that foster circular practices 
and reduce materials use’. 

For example, actions 
already underway include 
reducing regulatory barriers 
to prefabricated housing, rec-
ognising the carbon benefits 
of biomethane in Australia’s 
carbon reporting system, 
and increasing transparency 
in business sustainability 
through mandatory climate-
related financial disclosures’.

Yet localisation expert, 
Helena Norberg-Hodge (see 
above article), raised this as 
a red flag, saying it ‘favours 
large-scale industrial produc-
tion and will help to destroy 
smaller local businesses that 
are using healthier materials, 
adapting designs to place, etc’. 

Recommendations
The report identifies three 

areas for improving the circu-
lar economy: 1) streamlining 
and harmonising regulations 
to encourage businesses to 
adopt innovative technolo-
gies and practices, while pro-
tecting the environment and 
human health; 2) strengthen-
ing obligations for businesses 
that supply products with 
high-risk or high-value waste 

streams, such as small 
electronics or small-scale 
solar photovoltaic systems, 
through product stewardship 
promoting circular activities; 
and 3) ‘innovation through 
programs and services that 
facilitate coordination, 
collaboration and capacity 
building’.

Is this the language of an 
agency that has a clear idea 
of improving outcomes, or is 
it just paying lip service to the 
existing paradigm?

To be fair, on page 105, 
there is a ‘strategic reform 
approach’ which relates to 
the sectors of built environ-
ment, food, mining, electron-
ics and textiles. This relates 
‘more generally to rights 
to repair, packaging and 
plastics, and infrastructure 
investment evaluation’.

Yet when it comes to specif-
ics, the PC report seems to fall 
short. The authors speak of 
undefined ‘outcomes frame-
works’ and ‘economic, social 
and environmental goals’.

A big clue into why very 
little is happening in the 
circular economy space was 
highlighted on page 107: 
‘The Australian, state and 
territory governments should 
implement the full suite of 

recommendations from the 
PC’s Right to Repair inquiry. 
The Australian government 
should publish a formal 
response to that inquiry that 
indicates a time line and 
work plan for implementing 
these reforms’.

The report also touches 
on packaging regulation, 
managing emerging 
chemicals of concern, and 
undertaking infrastructure 
investment evaluation.

See more at www.pc.gov.
au/inquiries-and-research/
circular-economy/report.
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Towers

RUGS & VINYLS
CARPETS

Towers Drive, Mullumbimby 
PH 6684 2467 

raytowerscarpets.com.au
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Pursuing true independence through localisation 
Hans Lovejoy

L ast week, local activist 
and author, Helena 
Norberg-Hodge, 

celebrated a milestone – her 
80th birthday!

For those unaware of 
Helena’s work, here is 
just one of many birthday 
tributes she received from 
her friends and colleagues: 
‘As you know, I have long 
admired your insights and 
commitment to creating 
resilient communities. We 
don’t define ourselves by 
victories or failures, but by 
the fact that we try. Thank 
you for your tireless efforts 
to change society’s direction. 
May you live many more 
years’ – David Suzuki, author 
and broadcaster.

Over her 50 years of grass-
roots activism, Helena has 
been involved, not just with 
international projects such as 
Local Futures, but has been a 
force locally.

She was instrumental in 
setting up all the four local 
farmers’ markets for exam-
ple, and has organised count-
less events with international 
leaders from the localisation 
and circular economy sector.

For decades, she has 
informed and inspired 
locals to look more closely 

at predatory capitalism and 
solutions that move us away 
from the old paradigms of 
enslavement and extraction.    

Helena is the author of 
several books, including 
the international best-seller 
Ancient Futures, a moving 
portrait of tradition and 
change in Ladakh. Its culture 
and history are closely 
related to Tibet. 

That experience – being 
the first westerner to learn the 
Ladakh language – helped 
shaped her worldview.

‘My work, until I die, is 
raising awareness about the 
importance of strengthen-
ing local communities and 
economies’, says Helena.

‘This means not only 
financial independence and 
food security, but health 

care, education and land 
management’, she says.

System enriches the 
super-wealthy 

‘Most people realise that 
the system doesn’t work 
for most of us, and that it is 
actually tuned to enrich the 
super-wealthy. But until now 
there has been too little focus 
on the structural side – on 
how both left and right gov-
ernments have created a sort 
of “empire” of interlinked 
banks and multinational 
monopolies. 

‘This has happened 
primarily through a process 
of trade treaties in which 
countries sign clauses called 
ISDS (investor state dispute 
settlements) saying in black 

and white that they won’t be 
doing anything that could 
threaten foreign corporations’ 
anticipated profits. In effect, 
they agree that they can be 
taken to court if they ban 
toxic chemicals, try to raise 
the minimum wage, or pro-
tect their natural resources!

‘The end result of this 
handover of power and 
wealth to global corporations 
and elites is that virtually 
everyone has to work harder 
and harder just to put food 
on the table and a roof over 
their head. At the same time 
as energy consumption and 
pollution are skyrocketing’, 
she told The Echo.

Small is beautiful 
Helena also highlighted 

how corporate food 
monoculture and chemicals 
are impacting younger 
generations, which results 
in a shorter life expectancy 
through obesity and cancer.  

‘Monoculture-farmed land 
can be reversed to almost 
organic after three to five 
years’, she says.

‘And smaller farms are 
more easily adapted to 
climate change. A biodiverse 
crop can withstand intense 
storms and dry weather. 
And they can move to being 
organic much easier’, she says.

Helena Norberg-Hodge. Photo Jeff Dawson
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Calling All Sports
The Echo wants to support you.

Please send stories, pics, match reports, upcoming 
events, tall tales (not too tall mind you), results 
and anecdotes to sport@echo.net.au.

Dates set for this year’s Australian Pro Adaptive Surfing Championships
Ross Kendall

Byron Bay will once again welcome the 
world’s leading para-surfers, with the 
Bright Sky Australian Pro Adaptive Surfing 
Championships confirmed to return 22–29 
March 2026.

The nationally-sanctioned event – now 
one of the most anticipated dates on the 
adaptive surfing calendar – will bring ath-
letes, families, and supporters from across 
Australia and around the world to Byron’s 
iconic coastline. 

Record participation
Over nine competitive divisions, the 

championships will showcase skill, courage 
and high-performance surfing from some of 
the sports most inspiring athletes.

Registrations officially opened on 
1 December 2025, with strong interest 
expected following record participation and 
audience growth in recent years.

‘Registrations take time to flow through 
as entrants organise visas and other things, 
but we already know from accommodation 
providers that people are booking 
accommodation,’ event organiser Mark 
‘Mono’ Stewart said.

‘Everything is on track for a great event 
and we look to be on budget,’ he said.

Come and have a go
An extra this year will be two ‘come and try 

days’ open to any new athletes plus there will 
be the same opportunity on every day during 

the contest week from 10am till 2pm, in case 
people who want to try the sport, can’t make 
the either of the ‘come and try days’.

‘To help make this happen the Hawaiian 
water safety team will be at the event to train 
and support the volunteer water safety team, 
who normally help the event,’ Mark said.

Another way this year’s event will help to 
increase participation is by running a ‘non-
classified’ prone division, for people who are 
new to the sport or who don’t quite fit any of 
the other established divisions.

‘It is all about helping as many new ath-
letes into the sport as possible,’ Mark said.

Mark and his wife Debbie run a charity, 
Adaptive 360, that is all about raising money 
to help new adaptive athletes get into the 
sport by helping to organise equipment, 
travel, and other requirements.

Classification course
This year’s event will also include Dr Mo 

Johnson, adaptive surfing’s top classifier. The 
doctor will be running a classification course 
in Australia, that will culminate with face-to-
face training at the championships.

‘The Adaptive Surfing Pro is built on 
community, collaboration and long-term 
support,’ Mark told The Echo.

‘Thank you to our partners, sponsors and 
service providers who help create a safe, 
inclusive and world-class event for adaptive 
athletes’.

Further event details, heat schedules, 
and community activities will be released in 
early 2026.

Mark ‘Mono’, in action at Oceanside in California. Photo supplied

Byron cyclist wins three gold medals at National Championships in Perth Byron cricketers remain on top
Byron Bay Cycle Club (BBCC) 
is celebrating a remarkable 
achievement after club presi-
dent Rachel Pearson claimed 
three gold medals at the 2026 
AusCycling Road National 
Championships held in Perth 
last week.

Competing in her age 
category, Pearson domi-
nated across all events she 
participated in: the Road 
Teams Time Trial (with the 
BBCC Team), Team Criterium 
and Grand Fondo, securing a 
clean sweep of national titles.

These achievements 
made history, marking it as 
the BBCC’s most successful 
national championships.

Rachel won the Road 
Teams Time Trial with fellow 
BBCC members Anne Elliot 
and Katie Menzies.

‘The opening event was 
a road teams time trial, 
which is my pet event, and 

something that I competed 
in for Australia a long time 
ago, the 1994 Commonwealth 
Games, and we don’t get 
the opportunity to race that 
event very often,’ Rachel said 
speaking after the win.

‘So BBCC had a team. We 
had a team of only three 
women in a four person 
team (event), and we won, 
we won convincingly. So I 

think we had the fastest time 
on the day. We weren’t the 
youngest team, and we were 
only a team of three rather 
than four. So that was a very 
sweet victory.

‘But I think an individual 
title always has a little bit 
more glory than perhaps a 
team. So (the Grand Fondo) 
was a significant win for 
me, but more so because 

our wave was 65 riders, 65 
women from the ages of 
19 up. So the overall podium 
for me was probably more 
significant because I came 
third.

‘I was beaten only by two 
young women, which then 
obviously gave me the gold in 
my age division,’ she said.

Under Pearson’s presi-
dency, the BBCC has seen 
a surge in membership and 
community engagement, 
with growing interest in 
women’s cycling and racing.

The club will celebrate 
Rachel’s achievements on 
March 7, at the gala night 
of the ‘Lumini Vintage Vélo 
Classic’. The event will be a 
two-day classic cycling expe-
rience incorporating viewing 
the Giro D’Italia, showcasing 
vintage Italian design and a 
ride through the beautiful 
Byron Bay hinterland.

Byron Bay second-grade 
cricketers are still on the 
top of the table despite 
losing their fixture against 
fourth-placed Bangalow, last 
weekend at the Cavanbah 
Centre oval.

After winning the toss 
Byron elected to bat, but 
despite some solid starts the 
innings never really gained 
strong momentum with 
just four batters making 
it to double figures; Tom 
McGeorge was best with 41.

The honours went to Ban-
galow’s Sam Arbuthnot who 
took 6/37 off his eight overs. 

Arlo Wooldridge picked up 
the openers with 2/36.

In reply Bangalow’s cap-
tain Conor Bensley made the 
difference with a standout 
innings of 65 off 50 balls, 
allowing his side to chase 
down the total inside 33 
overs. Sabastion Campbell 
was the pick of the Byron 
bowlers picking up 3/27.

Byron Bay remain on 
top of the Far North Coast 
second grade (north) table, 
ahead of Murwillumbah 
Panthers, Terranora Lakes, 
Bangalow, and Mullum-
bimby Brunswick.

Just one of Rachel’s podium appearances at the National 
Championships. She won with clubmates Anne (L) and 
Katie (R). Photo supplied

Sports sign on sign up!
Is your sporting club 
registering new players and 
club members? 

Get in touch with The Echo 
sales team to be part of our 
editorial feature all about 

what sports are on offer 
throughout the Northern 
Rivers in 2026. 

Give them a call 
on 6684 1777 or email 
adcopy@echo.net.au. 
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Cryptic Clues 
ACROSS
1.  Two notes sounded as possible 

solution to 11 and 21 (5)
4.  Litmus exam? (4,5)
9.  Pauline Hanson definitely 

wasn’t, but would still need an 
explanation (10)

10. Small bulge, big drop (5)
11. Worried law blog gathering 

weapons for 21 (6,7)
14. Help … nothing, it’ll do (2-2)
15. Free roofing? (2,3,5)
18. Mean types cover exam, end up 

as preachers (10)
19. Raymond is an irritation (4)
21. Tim and Alec combine for major 

international challenge (7,6)
24. Clothing is crap … about right (5)
25. Disaster for course – eighty! (9)
27. Shelter for start gives protection 

(9)
28. Puzzle about the vehicle (5)

DOWN
1.  Crooked aims after bonking time, 

eight weeks before Easter (10)
2.  Large measure for Evans (3)
3.  Frequent ABC show about 

combustible vegetable matter (6)
4.  Dog curls to make you go faster 

(4,5)
5.  Bullock guide (5)
6.  Nipple shield around the church? 

What a jumble! (8)
7.  Gail, with a pang, takes 

three turns to become a post 
impressionist (4,7)

8.  Andrew Denton has enough (4)
12. Peep back at way over row; it’s a 

serious offence in Rugby League 
(11)

13. River with trees – ideal for dogs 
(10)

16. Short bike, one of five: a colourful 
performer (9)

17. Roundabout, like a 1 across 
orbit (8)

20. Hunter, engraver, satirist (6)
22. Song asks him ‘What’s it all 

about?’ Get a life! (5)
23. Spy organisation comes without 

frills (1,1,1,1)
26. Round or black? (3)

Quick Clues 
ACROSS
1.  Pertaining to the sun (5)
4.  Part of an exam perhaps (4,5)
9.  Lover of the exotic (9)
10. Fall, decline (5)
11. Problem of increasing temperature 

on our planet (6,7)
14. Only average (2-2)
15. Free, especially of drinks (1,4,5)
18. Those who make pious judgements 

on others’ behaviour (10)
19. Prickly seed (4)
21. Mutation of weather patterns, 

like 11 across (7,6)
24. Male garment (5)
25. Eighty (9)
27. Protection from sunburn (9)
28. Puzzle using patterns of letters 

and/or numbers (5)

DOWN
1.  Sunday eight weeks before Easter (10)
2.  First name of former English 

cricketer Hutton (3)
3.  Say again (6)
4.  Following airflows (4,5)
5.  Direct (5)
6.  Art composed of a mixture of 

borrowings from others (8)
7.  French impressionist noted for his 

paintings in the Pacific (4,7)
8.  Heavy string (4)
12. Obstacle, hindrance (11)
13. Breeds of hunting dogs (10)
16. Colourfully dressed clown of 

commedia dell’arte (9)
17. Indirect; elongated circular shape (8)
20. One who pursues (6)
22. Former Bronco … Langer (5)
23. Australia’s foreign spy force 

(1,1,1,1)
26. Sphere (3)

Mungo MacCallum’s Crossword #1

Last week’s solution S Clarke #90

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8 

               

9          10     

               

11  12             

              13 

14     15   16       

    17           

18           19    

          20     
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23               

24      25      26   

               

27          28     

 

■ Crossword circa 2008

H A S S L E S P A C E B A R
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T H E R A P I S T A D O P T

T L M A S L N T

R A L L Y N U D E M O D E L

I O C A I E E

C O U R A G E M A N E

K T R E S T

S C A M C A R N A G E

S A H O A B N

H A R L E Q U I N S M O T E

U M T N A W T M

T O A D Y T E R M I N A T E

U D P I D N G N

P L A T E L E T D E S E R T

ARIES: When Mars puts a lot on your 
plate, it’s easy to overthink things. This 
week’s exciting in spite of, oft en because 
of, its surprises, so don’t second-guess 
yourself, just dive in and experiment. As 
you translate ideas into action you’ll inspire 
others to come along for the ride.

TAURUS: This week’s mood lightens 
significantly when Venus jets into her most 
unconventional address, inviting you to 
try something new and diff erent. With 
the love planet in her most experimental 
placement, take a well-earned pleasure 
break and do something you’ve never done 
before. Surprise yourself!

GEMINI: With five planets, including your 
mentor Mercury, in another communication 
sign, get ready for creative conversations 
and thinking outside the box. But you’ll 
need to get specific. Rather than spread 
yourself thin trying to accomplish a dozen 
things, select just a couple of goals and 
map out a master plan.

CANCER: If this paradoxical week pulls you 
in diff erent directions requiring choices 
between practical considerations, emotional 
security and worldly ambitions, there’s no 
need to lock into a power struggle. Lateral 
thinking is your personal Cancerian go-to 
skill, so talk issues through rather than letting 
assumptions build walls.

LEO: The current quintet of planets in Leo’s 
partnership department fires up your drive 
to connect, collaborate and create positive 
systemic change. You’re likely to thrive this 
week in group settings where ideas fly and 
people synch their unique contributions to 
build something beyond personal preference 
towards collective progress.

VIRGO: Your ruling planet Mercury in its most 
free-thinking, humanitarian and socially-
engaged sign excels at seeing alternative 
perspectives and finding unorthodox 
solutions. While these may change over time, 
there’s still much to learn from engaging in 
the process. Ask yourself how can your eff orts 
contribute to the greater good.

LIBRA: With Venus moving into the zodiac’s 
most team-centric sign, group projects pick 
up steam. So rather than going it alone, tap 
into the power of the collective. This week 
asks how can you use your social contacts, 
communication skills and networking 
media to make the world better place?

SCORPIO: As synergy sparks, group chats 
or brainstorms could lead to flashes of 
collective brilliance. That said, not every 
voice will harmonise, which may spotlight 
who isn’t in synch. This week’s celestial 
energetics are supportive if they, or you, 
want to make a graceful exit for something 
that’s a better fit.

SAGITTARIUS: Current planetary 
energetics support collaboration and 
community, solo missions not so much. 
Whether you’re teaming up on a project, 
workshopping ideas or talking up a cause, 
look for synergy and shared purpose. 
Expect shift s in your social sphere drawing 
you toward groups that reflect your 
evolving ideals.

CAPRICORN: With planetary emphasis in the 
sign of collaboration, of course you’ll employ 
Capricornian discernment before teaming up. 
Which may have more interesting results than 
first impressions indicate: as in someone you 
mightn’t previously have considered could 
harbour secret VIP credentials. This week 
rewards keeping an open mind.

AQUARIUS: Happy birthday season 
waterpourers, as this week’s celestial quintet 
of sun, Mercury, Mars, Venus and Pluto, 
in your uniquely individual sign invites 
you to get together with your favourite 
friends, group or collective for some wildly 
Aquarian socialising, celebrating and sharing 
your latest inspirations, convictions and 
epiphanies.

PISCES: This quixotic week suggests 
that beneficiaries of your kindness may 
not reciprocate until you start making 
unapologetic requests for support, which 
Saturn’s two-and-a-half years in your sign 
has strengthened you to do. And if something 
feels tired or uninspiring, replace it with 
something that makes your heart sing.

STARS 
BY LILITH
Collective energy gets a 
cosmic boost this week 
with the sun, Mercury, 
Mars and Venus all 
quantum-leaping into 
the freedom-loving, 
future-oriented sign of 
Aquarius…

AQUARIUS THE WATER POURER

I Love Australia
I love Australia, but I don’t love Aus-

tralia Day on 26th Jan.
I don’t love that it is about a flag 

with a Union Jack on it.
I don’t love that it is a day where 

people drink heaps of booze and proclaim 
a kind of racist patriotism that calls this 
an incredible place because we have 
cultural traditions like lamington eating or 
thong throwing.

We live in a country where cultural 
traditions go back 60,000 years. Not 238.

I don’t love that we, the descendants 
of IMMIGRANT colonials won’t do some-
thing as simple as change the date. When 
we have been asked over and over again.

I don’t love that we are a settler coun-
try of white immigrants who now believe 
that the economic problems are because 
of immigrants. The ones who care for our 
elderly and our young. The immigrants 
who happen to be brown.

I don’t love that we don’t acknowledge 
that we took something that wasn’t ours 
to take, and every year since they unified 
the date, in 1994, we call that 32 years 
of tradition, but won’t acknowledge the 
tens of thousands of years of First Nation 
culture.

We said they weren’t here.
I don’t love that we celebrate the day 

we lied.
That we celebrate the day we stole.
I don’t love the day we started a 

narrative that made the first people of 
so-called Australia less than others. That 
made them primitive and wrong. That 
diminished the world’s oldest continuous 
culture. That took their land, and then 
took their children. That locked them up.

I don’t love celebrating the English, 
a conquering nation that colonised as a 
hobby.

I don’t love that we have a party on the 
very day this all started. The day of the 
beginning of genocide.

I don’t love this, because this is not the 
Australia I love.

The Australia I love is a vast and 
diverse place.

I love the glorious red of the desert and 
the deep wet mossy green of rainforest.

I love that 80% of our plants, mam-
mals, reptiles and frogs are unique to 
Australia and are found nowhere else in 
the world.

I love our wild and glorious coastline.
I love our capacity for self-sufficiency, 

in food, in resources, in renewable energy.
I love the expansiveness of our 

landscape. When the canopy of stars 
stretches across the sky like a sparkling 
dome, and it feels like I am the only being 
on the planet.

I love that at 19, Evonne Goolagong 
Cawley won the French Open, the Austral-
ian Open and Wimbledon in the same 
year. She decolonised tennis and she 
wasn’t even 20.

I love that in 1983 the High Court found 
that UNESCO World Heritage status of the 
Franklin River gave the Australian govern-
ment the constitutional power to stop the 
construction of the Franklin Dam. I love 
that this outcome was because of people 
like Bob Brown and a grassroots move-
ment for the environment. It showed 
people could change politics from the 
ground up.

I love that we legalised same-sex mar-
riage on December 9, 2017.

I love that I was there when Julian 
Assange, founder of WikiLeaks, returned 
to Australia on June 26, 2024 after a 
14-year legal battle. A truth teller who 
would not be compromised.

I love that on the September 25, 2000, 
the whole country came together to wit-
ness Cathy Freeman win the 400m gold 
medal at the Sydney Olympics.

I love that on February 13, 2008 
Australia said sorry to the Stolen Genera-
tions through a formal apology by the 
PM to parliament and that from May 26, 
1998 every year we commemorate the 
ongoing efforts towards reconciliation 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Australians.

I love this Australia. Vast. Ancient. 
Unique. A place of healing and growth. 
A country that acknowledges how it 
came to be. That recognises the harm it 
has caused. But also the opportunity of 
working together for a better future. The 
Australia I love is sorry. The Australia I 
love is fair. The Australia I love is kind and 
compassionate.

The Australia I love wasn’t created on 
January 26, 1788.

Let’s pick another date.
One that celebrates and acknowledges 

an Australia we all love.

	■ The Echo’s coverage of political issues 
will remain as comprehensive and fair 
as it has ever been, outside this opinion 
column which, as always, contains 
Mandy’s personal opinions only.

Soapbox  www.echo.net.au/soap-box

I love this Australia. Vast. Ancient. 
Unique. A place of healing 
and growth. A country that 
acknowledges how it came to be.

MANDY NOLAN’S
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health 
& healing
Dr Sam Gartland 
Dr Sam Gartland is a UK-trained doctor, whose practice of 
medicine has been profoundly influenced by his own recovery 
from multiple sclerosis (MS). His area of interest is Lifestyle 
Medicine, a lifestyle approach centering on plant-based 
nutrition. Sam’s new practice, Life Medical Mullumbimby, 
offers Lifestyle Medicine consultations that address the causes 
of disease alongside GP services, skin-checks and natural 
therapies. 
Sam also holds a Masters in Sports Medicine. He has worked 
with Premier League and ‘A’ League football clubs and has 
been published in Sports Medicine literature. He has been a 
retreat facilitator for Overcoming MS and is a co-author of the 
Overcoming MS Handbook. Sam is committed to empowering 
others with the skills and knowledge to optimise their health.

Life Medical Mullumbimby
02 6680 2486 
113 Stuart St, Mullumbimby
www.lifemedicalmullumbimby.com.au

Health and Healing at Byron 
Community College
Byron Community College is offering a range of upcoming 
Health and Healing courses designed to nurture wellbeing, 
creativity, and personal growth. Students can explore 
Introduction to Swedish Massage to learn techniques that 
promote relaxation and reduce stress, or join Yoga for Over 
60s to improve flexibility, balance, and overall vitality.
Those looking to develop musical skills can attend Piano 
Keyboard for Beginners, supporting mental stimulation and 
focus, while Art Therapy encourages self-expression and
emotional wellbeing. Growing Cut Flowers offers hands-on 
gardening that connects students with nature, reduces stress, 
and fosters mindfulness. Golf enthusiasts can take part
in Golf for Beginners, combining gentle physical activity with 
social connection and stress relief.

For more information and enrolments, contact Byron 
Community College on 02 6685 6800 or
visit www.byroncollege.org

Billinudgel Psychology: 
Deep Healing with EMDR
Billinudgel Psychology is an established Northern 
Rivers practice offering trauma-informed psychological 
care grounded in both science and compassion. What 
sets the practice apart is its extensive training and 
experience in EMDR (Eye Movement Desensitisation 
and Reprocessing), with all clinicians fully-trained in 
this powerful, evidence-based approach. The practice 
also offers EMDR Intensives; extended, immersive 
therapy experiences designed to support healing 
and integration over a shorter period of time. EMDR 
is particularly suited to individuals working through 
trauma, complex childhood experiences, anxiety and 
long-standing emotional or behavioural patterns. 
Set within a calm and supportive environment, they 
support clients to move beyond survival, reconnect 
with inner resources, and create meaningful, lasting 
change. Following a recent expansion, they are 
currently accepting new clients.

0493 579 052
hello@billipsychology.com
www.billipsychology.com

Kinesiology Self-Care Series
Experience deep healing, grounding and connection just 
minutes from Crystal Castle, The Banya Bathhouse and 
Mullum Farmers Markets!
Kate Messenger offers Kinesiology, Energy Psychology, 
Crystal Healing, Reiki and Dreamwork to humans of all ages - 
adults, children and babies. Gift vouchers available.
Register now for Kate’s Kinesiology Self-Care Series, starting 
Tuesday 3 February at 4:30pm.
Learn easy, effective self-care techniques over five Tuesday 
afternoons - fantastic to use on yourself and your kids to 
release stress, anxiety and pressure-cooker emotions; 
calming, improving sleep, balancing, energising and more.
This can be done anywhere, any time. In the shower, in bed, 
in the car, at school, at the office, at the beach!

Contact Kate or see her website for details
Places are limited, bookings essential
0413 003 301
kate@crystalsanddreaming.com.au
www.katemessengerkinesiology.com.au  

Inner Self Temple – Healing 
& Energy Alignment
If you’re feeling called to slow down, realign and 
reconnect, Lin Bell offers a gentle healing sanctuary in 
Suffolk Park. 
Her soul-guided healing sessions blend kinesiology, 
trauma counselling and intuitive energy work. This 
supports emotional unwinding, gentle stress relief, 
nervous system re-aligning, shifting of old patterns, and a 
return to inner clarity.
As the creator of the Inner Self Guidance Cards, Lin weaves 
subtle energy and soul wisdom throughout her work, 
offering a space where clients feel held, supported and 
rebalanced.

linbellhealing.com.au
info@linbellhealing.com.au
0404 066 707
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Byron healing is a go-to website featuring informative 
and entertaining articles on health and wellbeing. 
It features a host of practitioners and businesses 
in the industry, offering a range of modalities and 
services across the Northern Rivers.

Upcoming byron healing client events

Introduction to Swedish Massage
Held by: Byron College 
Date: Tuesdays, 3 – 24 February (4 sessions)
Time: 9am – 4pm
Address: Mullum Campus (6/8 Burringbar St, 
Mullumbimby)
Booking contact: (02) 6684 3374
customercare@byroncollege.org.au
www.byroncollege.org.au

Piano/Keyboard for Beginners 
Held by: Byron College  
Date: Mondays, 9 February – 30 March (8 sessions) 
Time: 4.30pm – 6pm 
Address: Mullum Campus (6/8 Burringbar St, 
Mullumbimby) 
Booking contact: (02) 6684 3374 
customercare@byroncollege.org.au 
www.byroncollege.org.au

Yoga for Over 60s
Held by: Byron College  
Date: Mondays, 9 February 30 March (weekly)
Time: 9:30am – 11am
Address: Mullum Campus (6/8 Burringbar St, 
Mullumbimby)
Booking contact: (02) 6684 3374
customercare@byroncollege.org.au
www.byroncollege.org.au

Art Therapy as a Self-Help Tool 
Held by: Byron College 
Date: Thursdays, 12 February – 2 April (8 sessions)
Time: 10am – 12:30pm
Address: Mullum Campus (6/8 Burringbar St, 
Mullumbimby)
Booking contact: (02) 6684 3374
customercare@byroncollege.org.au
www.byroncollege.org.au

Growing Cut Flowers
Held by: Byron College 
Date: Saturday, 14 and Saturday, 21 February
Time: 9am – 3pm
Address: Mullum Campus (6/8 Burringbar St, 
Mullumbimby)
Booking contact: (02) 6684 3374
customercare@byroncollege.org.au
www.byroncollege.org.au

Golf for Beginners (Ocean Shores)
Held by: Byron College 
Date: Tuesdays, 10 February – 10 March (weekly)
Time: See website for session times
Address: Ocean Shores Golf Club
Booking contact: (02) 6684 3374
customercare@byroncollege.org.au
www.byroncollege.org.au

Professional Certificate in Health (Integrative 
Clinical Hypnosis)
Held by: Southern Cross University
Date: Starting March 2026
Address: Online delivery
Booking contact: https://www.scu.edu.au/study/
courses/professional-certificate-in-health-9501002/

Family Connection Camp
Held by: The Returning
Date: 13 – 17 April 
Time: 3pm
Address: Midginbil Eco Resort; 252 Midginbil Road, 
Midginbil
Booking contact : https://www.thereturning.com.au/
culture-camp#culture-camp-tickets-scroll

byronhealing.com.au 

Your free guide to the � ourishing 
health and wellbeing industry of 
Byron and the Northern Riversbyronhealing.com.au

Volume 8 ~ 2025-2026
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David Lowe

G aming addiction, more for-
mally referred to as gaming 
disorder, is an emerging 

public health concern in Australia, 
particularly as digital gaming 
becomes increasingly immersive, 
accessible and socially normalised.

While gaming can offer enter-
tainment, social connection and 
even cognitive benefits, excessive 
and compulsive gaming can inter-
fere with daily functioning, relation-
ships, education, employment and 
mental health.

The World Health Organisation 
recognised gaming disorder in 
2019, defining it as a pattern of 
gaming behaviour characterised 
by impaired control, increasing 
priority given to gaming over other 
activities, and continuation despite 
negative consequences.

Compulsion
In Australia, concerns have 

grown alongside the rapid expan-
sion of online multiplayer games, 
mobile gaming, e-sports, and in-
game monetisation systems such 
as loot boxes. 

These features are designed to 

maximise engagement 
and can blur the line 
between healthy play and 
compulsive use.

Children, adolescents 
and young adults are 
particularly vulnerable. 

Long gaming sessions, 
disrupted sleep patterns, 
reduced physical activity, 
declining academic 
performance and 
social withdrawal are 
commonly reported 
warning signs.

For some individuals, gaming 
becomes a coping mechanism 
for stress, anxiety, loneliness or 
depression. During periods such as 
the COVID-19 lockdowns, gaming 
time increased significantly across 
Australia, highlighting how envi-
ronmental and social factors can 
intensify problematic use.

Impacts
The impacts of gaming addiction 

extend beyond the individual. 
Families often report conflict, 

communication breakdowns and 
concern for a loved one’s wellbe-
ing. Schools and universities may 
observe reduced engagement, 

while workplaces can experience 
decreased productivity and 
absenteeism.

Financial harm can also occur 
through excessive spending on in-
game purchases, particularly where 
chance-based rewards resemble 
gambling behaviours.

Addressing gaming addiction in 
Australia requires a multi-layered 
approach that balances personal 
responsibility, community support 
and policy action. 

At an individual level, awareness 
is crucial. 

Recognising early warning signs 
and setting healthy boundaries 
around screen time can prevent 
escalation.

Strategies
Practical strategies for 

addressing gaming addic-
tion include establishing 
tech-free times, prioritis-
ing sleep and physical 
activity, and encouraging 
a diverse range of hobbies 
and social interactions.

For those already 
experiencing harm, 
professional support can 
be effective. Australian 

psychologists, counsellors and 
GPs increasingly recognise gaming 
disorder and can provide evidence-
based treatments such as cognitive 
behavioural therapy.

Services like Headspace, Lifeline, 
and state-based youth mental 
health programs offer accessible 
support, particularly for young 
people and families.

Parents and carers play a 
key role by modelling balanced 
technology use, maintaining open 
communication, and using parental 
controls where appropriate. 

Schools can also contribute 
through digital literacy education, 
helping students understand 
persuasive game design and 

develop healthy online habits.

Law and education
At a broader level, Australian 

policymakers have begun examin-
ing the regulation of loot boxes and 
other addictive game mechanics, 
particularly where they overlap 
with gambling laws.

Continued research, public edu-
cation campaigns and collabora-
tion between health professionals, 
educators and the gaming industry 
are essential.

All in all, gaming addiction in 
Australia is a complex issue shaped 
by technology, psychology and 
social context. 

Big money is being spent to 
ensure more and more people are 
playing for longer, and regulation and 
research is often being left behind.

With early intervention, 
informed support and better 
awareness of the long- term addic-
tion risks behind the transitory 
excitement, gaming can hopefully 
remain a positive part of life 
without compromising the mental 
health and wellbeing of gamers.

 ■ First published by Byron Healing. 
www.byronhealing.com.au
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Addiction to gaming is on the rise
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If you’re serious about advertising and want your business 

served hot to a loyal, local audience of 50,000+ readers 
every week, The Echo is the only publication cooking up 

this level of reach in the Northern Rivers.

Targeting the Byron Shire and beyond? 
We hand-deliver 22,000 copies weekly to homes  

and businesses and run our restaurant guide online at  
echo.net.au – so your ad gets gobbled up,  

not left to go stale in a stand or buried under  
yesterday’s memes.

Get in touch with The Echo sales team to list your 
restaurant or cafe in GOOD TASTE, print and online.

Contact: 6684 1777 or adcopy@echo.net.au

FEATURE YOUR CAFE OR RESTAURANT 
HERE IN THE ECHO’S GOOD TASTE 

DINING GUIDE

Eateries GuideGood Taste

We have something for everyone...
• Distillery Tour and Tasting 

• Gin Distilling Class 
• Cocktail Classes

Book Online

Lord Byron Distillery
Distillery & Tiki Bar
Open 10am- 5pm 
Tuesday to Saturday.
4 Banksia Drive, Byron Bay
lordbyrondistillery.com.au
(02) 8646 4901 CATERING

lizzijjackson@gmail.com
0414 895 441

Gluten free and special dietary needs catered for.

Celebrations 
Cakes by  
Liz JacksonCELEBRATIONSCELEBRATIONS    

BY LIZ JACKSONBY LIZ JACKSON

MURWILLUMBAH

MULLUMBIMBY

Bacco Wine Bar
Opening Hours: Wednesday – Sunday 
Opening times: 3pm – late
Happy Hour: 3 – 5pm 
Email: bacco.mullumbimby@gmail.com
Phone: 0434 450 415
Instagram: @bacco.mullumbimby 

Your favourite new wine 
and charcuterie board bar in 

Mullumbimby. Italian aperitivo 
in true enoteca style. Buon cibo. 

Buon vino. Buon amici.

Bar Henri
Opening Hours: 
Wednesday to Friday & Monday: 
3pm – late. Tuesday: closed. 
Saturday & Sunday: 8am – late
20 Burringbar St, Mullumbimby 
(02) 6684 2306

Bar

Henri

mullumbimby
est. 2025

About Us:  Family-owned and French-
inspired menu, we serve locally-sourced 
produce alongside a selection of natural, 
minimal-intervention wines and carefully 

curated cocktails.

Enjoy live music and entertainment in the 
heart of Mullumbimby.

Olivewood Bistro
Located at Murwillumbah Golf Club
Open Lunch Monday – Sunday

Dinner Tuesday – Sunday

Call: (02) 6672 1799
www.murwillumbahgolfclub.com.au

We warmly welcome Olivewood 
Bistro to Murwillumbah Golf Club. 
Locals know Le Ping and Simone from their 
time running ’White Olive’  where they built 
a strong reputation for excellent food and 

warm hospitality.

BILLINUDGEL

M E X I C A N

Rosefina’s is going 
street-style with 

BBQ tacos for 
Sunday lunch

Rosefina’s Mexican
Thursday/Friday open from 4pm to late 
Happy Hour 4pm to 5.30pm 
Saturday 12 to 2.30pm, 5pm to late 
Sunday 12.30 to 8pm

8/10 Wilfred St, Billinudgel 
www.rosefinas.place

Open for takeaway daily, 12 midday until dinner. 

Menu and more details 
@mainstreet_burgerbar

‘Make a meal of it’
Add chips and a drink, just $5.

Main Street
Open for takeaway daily,  
12 midday until dinner.
Menu, more details – 
@mainstreet_burgerbar
18 Jonson Street
(02) 6680 8832

Roca Byron Bay
Open:  
Every day (except Wednesday) 
from 6:30am to late

14 Lawson St, Byron Bay
(02) 5642 0149 
@rocabyronbay
www.rocabyronbay.com.au

Latin fusion all-day dining 
Come and try our new summer menu. Savour our 
chargrilled anticuchos, indulge in fresh ceviche & 

oysters, or elevate your night with the Roca dining 
experience. Pair it all with a classic Pisco Sour or 

our best-selling Hot Like Papi cocktail. 
JUST OPENED: Roca Cabana – our brand new 

pool bar in the heart of Byron Bay. 
Follow us to find out more: @roca.cabana

Rainforest views, farm-to-table dining, 
and a menu showcasing the best of 

Northern Rivers produce.
Forest Byron Bay offers fresh, seasonal dishes 
and crafted cocktails. Join the Crystalbrook 

Crowd (it’s free) and save 10% on all food and 
drinks. From Tuesday to Saturday, indulge in 

Golden Hour from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm.

Forest Byron Bay
Open 7 days
Breakfast: 7.30 to 10.30am
Lunch on Verandah from 12 to 3pm
Dinner: 5.30 to 9pm
crystalbrookcollection.com/
byron/forest

BYRON BAY

 
Exciting and seasonal food, live music every 

Sunday arvo, happy hour 3–5pm Friday  
to Sunday & our famous Sunday roast.

Enjoy a wander in the fields, meet the pigs,  
and picnic in the sun… there really is 

something for everyone.

Three Blue Ducks
Located at The Farm
11 Ewingsdale Rd. 
(02) 6190 8966

Open every day from 7am. 
Mon-Thurs: breakfast & lunch 
Fri-Sun: breakfast, 
lunch & dinner

BANGALOW

Where good food and good times bump into 
each other and decide to stay for a drink. 

They’ve taken modern Aussie cuisine, given it a 
cheeky spin, and packed it with the best locally 

sourced produce the Northern Rivers has to offer. 
Whether you’re a local or just passing through, 
Tuckshop offers a dining experience that feels 

both special and familiar at the same time.

Bangalow Tuckshop
Open: Tue for dinner
Wed to Sat for lunch and dinner 
43 Byron Street, Bangalow
bangalowtuckshop.com
hello@bangalowtuckshop.com.au
@Bangalowtuckshop

Love is best shared over good food.
This Valentine’s Day at No Bones, enjoy a four-course 
tasting menu with a drink on arrival, flavour packed 

plant-based dishes and an atmosphere made for 
connection - friends, family and lovers.

Book via our website www.nobones.co

NO BONES
Kitchen + Bar. 
11 Fletcher Street, 
BYRON BAY 
0481 148 007
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The Good Life

Thoroughly, Bloody Good Food 
at Byron Farmers Market

Mike and Jodie Vidler have been pumping 
out burgers at Byron Farmers Market for 14 
years, but not just any burgers – bloody good 
burgers! This is not surprising giving this 
catering couple’s experience.

Aussie Mike met English Jodie while 
working in the UK back in 1994. Together 
they have more than 70 years of experience 
in the food and hospitality industry, 
covering everything from running high-end 
restaurants, and catering to London’s 
rich and famous, to touring with bands in 
America, and working on super yachts in the 
Mediterranean and Caribbean.

‘We both went into the catering and 
events industry at a young age and never 
left,’ Jodie says. ‘Food and events is what 
we know and love, so when Mike wanted to 
return home to Australia in 2011, we decided 
to set up our own food business, but this time 
focusing on small-scale production using 
local and home-grown produce. Hence: The 
Bloody Good Food Company was born.’

The couple are based in Repentance 
Creek where they live and run their business 
completely off-grid. As well as cooking local 
produce – including their infamous burgers 
– to order at Byron Farmers Market every 
Thursday morning, they also produce a range 
of different food products, from pickled 
goods and relishes, which they grow and 
make themselves, as well as frozen meals 
and grazing boxes.

‘For us as a company we are all about the 
amazing local produce that is available in 
our region,’ Jodie says. ‘When you start with 

a fantastic 
product, you 
don’t have to do 
much to it to make it taste amazing. All of our 
ingredients are sourced locally, mostly from 
our friends at the farmers’ market, as well 
as other local producers we have gotten to 
know over the years. Our beef products come 
exclusively from Hayters Hill Farm, our bacon 
is from Byron Bay Pork and our bread comes 
from the oldest bakery in Byron.’

Jodie says coming to the Byron region 
opened the couple’s eyes to the importance 
of food provenance.

‘Food provenance, and its importance, 
is something that neither of us were really 
aware of prior to moving to Byron. Having 
lived and worked in big cities around the 
world, food was always readily available, 
however we never knew where it came from 
or how it had been produced.

‘Only after moving here did we begin 
to comprehend the importance of 
understanding where our food comes from 
and, most importantly, how that food was 
produced – especially in regards to chemical 
use and animal welfare.’

You can find the Bloody Good Food crew, 
and their range of bacon and egg rolls, BLTs, 
burgers and hot dogs at Byron Farmers 
Market.

	■ Byron Farmers Market is held every Thurs-
day from 7am to 11am at Butler St Reserve, 
and Bangalow Farmers Market is every Satur-
day from 7am to 11am in Piccabeen Park.   

‘Simple yet special’ Japanese 
food from Ebiya in Byron

Ebiya Japanese Eatery is 
built on the idea of bringing 
the everyday flavours of 
Japan to the Byron commu-
nity. Japanese food culture 
values balance, lightness, 
and nourishment – dishes 
that are comforting yet 
never heavy, simple yet 
deeply satisfying. This is the 
essence that Yuko Ebihara 
and the Ebiya crew aim to 
share through their menu 
each day.

‘Our story began at the 
Byron Farmers Market, 
where we continue to trade 
every Thursday, says Yuko. 
‘The market became our first 
home – a place to connect 
with locals, introduce fresh 
Japanese flavours, and 
become part of the weekly 
rhythm of Byron. After four 
years operating our shop in 
Ballina, opening our space 
in the Byron Arts & Industry 
Estate in 2025 felt like a 
natural extension of that 
connection.’

‘At Ebiya, we take inspira-
tion from Japan’s “shokudo” 
– casual neighbourhood 
eateries serving honest, 
everyday meals. These are 
places where people stop by 
for a comforting lunch, grab 
something nourishing for 
later, or enjoy food that feels 
both simple and special. 
We hope to offer that same 
feeling here; a place that 
fits naturally into people’s 
routines, approachable and 
reliable.

‘Our menu reflects the 
food people in Japan enjoy 
day-to-day: Karaage Chicken 
Bowl, Gyudon (Wagyu Beef 
Bowl), Miso Eggplant, fresh 
daily sushi rolls, colourful 

deli salads, and our daily 
special dishes. These meals 
are prepared with real, 
honest ingredients and a 
focus on balance – flavour-
ful without being heavy, 
and satisfying without 
overwhelming the body. 
They are the kinds of dishes 
you can return to again and 
again.

‘What we hear most from 
customers is that Ebiya 
offers a welcome pause in 
the day: somewhere to enjoy 
something wholesome, 
grounding, and consistently 
tasty. This inspires us to 

keep focusing on seasonal-
ity, careful preparation, and 
the beauty of simplicity.

‘Through Ebiya, we hope 
to share the warmth and 
calm found in Japanese 
everyday cooking – meals 
that bring comfort, reset the 
body, and become part of 
daily life.

‘We look forward to 
welcoming you and sharing 
these flavours with you 
soon,’ says Yuko.

Ebiya Japanese Eatery 
0478 724 317, Shop 1 / 6 
Tasman Way, Byron Bay.

BYRON BAY PORK & 
MEATS BUTCHERY

Come in and see our friendly 
staff for a choice of local, grass 
fed, organic & free-range meats. 
All antibiotic and hormone free.

Mon–Fri 6am to 5pm / Sat 6am to midday
70 Dalley St, Mullumbimby  |  6684 2137

Ebi and Yuko Ebihara from Ebiya in Byron’s A&I Estate, take 
inspiration from Japan’s shokudo – casual neighbourhood 
eateries with food that’s simple and special.

Mike and Jodie, a bloody good catering couple serving up bloody 
good food with bloody good locally-sourced ingredients. 
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THENORTHERN.COM.AU 
   @thenorthernbyronbay

Front Bar: Harry Nichols 6pm  DJ Quendo 9pm 
Duelling Piano Bar 8pm

THUR
22 JAN

Front Bar: Erin Shay Duo 7pm + DJ Renee Simone 10pm
Duelling Piano Bar 8pm
BACKROOM: DEEPDOWN 

FRI
23 JAN

Front Bar: Cinnamon Sun 6pm + Vinyl Sundays, ft Mutcrespo 9pm
$15 MARGIS & SPRITZERS ALL DAY

Duelling Piano Bar 6pm
SUN

25 JAN

BACKPACKER MONDAYS
Front Bar: Jerome Williams 6pm + DJ Renee Simone 9pm

Duelling Piano Bar 8pm
MON
26 JAN

Front Bar: Marshall OKell 6pm 
Katie White 9pm

Duelling Piano Bar 8pm
TUES
27 JAN

Front Bar: Ino Pio 6pm
DJ Quendo 9pm

Duelling Piano Bar 8pm
WED
28 JAN

Front  Bar: JB’s Blues Breakers 7pm + DJ Jamie Lowe 10pm
Duelling Piano Bar 8pm

BACKROOM: BYRON DNB 3RD BIRTHDAY
SAT

24 JAN

Buzz, buzz, buzzzzzz! 
As always, Bruns is abuzz in 
January and the Brunswick 
Picture House is in knee-deep 
with their biggest program yet! 
It just wouldn’t be summer in 
Bruns without their Cheeky 
Cabaret which returns for 
a three-week run from this 
Thursday. Their signature show 
has genuinely become the talk 
of the Shire with plenty of WTF!? 
moments, and it’s back with 
an all new cast. Don’t miss out! 

Discounted tickets available for 
preview night.

As the official home of comedy in 
the Shire, the Picture House hosts 
some megastars of Australian 
comedy. Coming up in January 
and February, be prepared to 
experience stomach pains as 
Geraldine Hickey (Jan 22-23), 
Lloyd Langford (Jan 24-25), 
Josh Thomas (Jan 28-31) and 
Danny Bhoy (Feb 27-28) all 
descend into Bruns with brand 

new material. You’ll be the first 
in Australia to hear these jokes, 
before they take their shows on 
the road.

Be part of the national launch 
of the new animated film 
Imagine on Monday at 4pm. 
For one day only, theatres across 
Australia will screen Imagine, a 
groundbreaking animated, family-
friendly film blending Indigenous 
knowledge with innovative 
storytelling and technology.

It sells out every year, so don’t 
sleep on the 11th edition 
of Zenith Virago’s Vagina 
Conversations – funny, sad, 
challenging and celebratory – 
from February 12 to 15.

February will see three 
absolutely unmissable concerts 
on the Picture House stage: 
award-winning, platinum-selling 
Meg Washington (Feb 21), 
hilarious Barry Morgan’s 
Travelling Organ Tour 

(Feb 20), and cult post-punk 
cabaret superstars The Tiger 
Lillies (Feb 26).

2026 marks ‘Ten Years Bold’ 
for the Picture House – it’s been 
ten years of laughs, gasps, 
standing ovations and magic. 
So grab your mates, grab your 
tickets, and help them blow out 
the candles.

brunswickpicturehouse.com

Seven
 d
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f 
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The Tiger Lillies
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THE ROCHDALE THEATRE, 
603 Ballina Rd, Goonellabah

FRI 23 JAN 2026:  
7.30pm – 9pm

Auslan interpreted show

SAT 24 JAN 2026: 
4pm (matinee) 

& 7.30pm – 9pm

muttontheduo.com

BOOK TIX HERE:
events.humanitix.com/ 

slow-cooked-mutton-in-g-bah

FREE SHOW4:30PM
SUN 1 FEB

1 BAY STREET, BYRON BAY

ONE OF MELBOURNE’S BIGGEST PARTY BANDS
PLAYING ALL YOUR FAVOURITE ROCK ANTHEMS

THE LIVE SHOW

A no-BS policy
In a world obsessed with filters, followers and faux-
friends, Melbourne singer-songwriter Erin Shay 
is a breath of fresh air. For her, pop music is way 
more than just background noise and money-
grabbing nonsense – it’s a canvas for genuine 
artistic expression. With her quirky onstage antics, 
thoughtful lyricism, and strict no-BS policy, Erin’s spin 
on the genre is as meaningful as it is danceable.

Erin’s style is a sparkly, glitter-covered mixture 
of the old and the new. Her bouncy, high-tempo 
instrumentals fuse elements of modern electronic 
music with old-school analogue synths; socially-
conscious lyrics marry a range of vocals from breathy, 
to powerful, to all-out rebellion that lay atop guitars 
and pianos straight out of the ’80s. The result is an 
anthemic pop sound that feels right at home in the 
current musical landscape.

On stage, there’s nothing Erin loves more than 
having fun with her audience; she cracks jokes, tells 
stories, and interacts with her listeners for the entire 
show. Her background in dance shines through in 
her stage presence, and her infectious charisma has 
the power to light up a room.

With an overactive imagination and no off-switch, 
Erin found her outlet in music; a haven to channel 
her thoughts and feelings into a single cohesive 
space. She taught herself to play the piano and 
guitar in her early teens, and since then she’s never 
looked back.

This is a free show, on Friday from 7pm at 
The Northern, Byron Bay

They’re masterpieces
The Northern Rivers 
Conservatorium, in partnership 
with Musica Viva Australia, is pleased 
to present Lyrical Masterpieces: An 
Afternoon of Chamber Music at 
the Conservatorium, on Sunday, 
February 15, an intimate afternoon 
of chamber music featuring violinist 
Doretta Balkizas and pianist 
Brieley Cutting.

Originally scheduled for 2025, and 
postponed, this much-anticipated 
concert now takes its place in the 
Conservatorium’s ongoing Visiting 
Artist program, continuing a valued 
partnership with Musica Viva that 
brings exceptional musicians to 
the Northern Rivers. Set in the 
Conservatorium’s beautiful heritage 
concert room in the heart of the 
Lismore CBD, the performance 
promises glowing sound, expressive 
depth and radiant melody.

The program features works by 
Debussy, Brahms, Messiaen, Lili 
Boulanger and Australian composer 
Margaret Sutherland, tracing a rich 
musical journey from shimmering 
French impressionism to lyrical 

German romanticism. These works 
invite deep listening, offering 
audiences music that nourishes both 
the heart and the imagination.

The Conservatorium’s collaboration 
with Musica Viva Australia plays a 
vital role in making performances 
of this calibre accessible to regional 
audiences. Through the Musica Viva 
program, internationally-recognised 
artists are able to share their artistry 
with local communities, enriching 
the cultural life of the Northern 
Rivers while inspiring students and 
teachers alike.

As Executive Director Anita Bellman 
says, the Con’s Visiting Artist program 
is about connection. ‘It connects our 
students with professional musicians, 
our audiences with extraordinary 
performances, and our region with 
the national and international music 
community.’

Education remains at the heart of 
the Northern Rivers Conservatorium. 
Each week, more than 1,000 
students, of all ages, participate 
in programs ranging from early 

childhood music to advanced 
instrumental tuition, alongside 
school outreach, community 
workshops and youth ensembles. 
Hosting visiting artists extends this 
learning beyond the classroom, 
giving students insight into 
professional musical pathways and 
reminding audiences of the joy and 
power of live performance.

For violinist Doretta Balkizas, 
recently returned from a decade 
performing with leading European 
orchestras, and pianist Brieley 
Cutting, a Northern Rivers local with 
a national reputation for artistry and 
innovation, Lyrical Masterpieces is 
a chance to share their passion for 
chamber music with local audiences.

It promises to be a thoughtful, 
uplifting and memorable afternoon 
of music.

Sunday, February 15, at 5pm 
in the NRC Concert Room, 
152 Keen Street, Lismore. 
Tickets: $40 / $28 concession 
/ $18 under 18 available from 
nrcac.edu.au/events
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STONE FREE 
East Coast  
Book Tour
With author  
John Ogden  
+ special guest

Lennox Hotel  
Wed 28 Jan, 7pm
Crawford Gallery,  
Byron Bay 
Fri 30 Jan, 6pm

Stone free is a true crime odyssey. 
An elegy for a vanished world.

Boundary-pushing experiences
Byron Theatre kicks off 2026 with two boundary-
pushing live music experiences – international electronic 
innovator Rival Consoles, and improvisational masters 
The Necks headline January.

Byron Bay’s home of bold performance, Byron Theatre, 
is set to launch the new year with two internationally-
acclaimed acts who sit at the forefront of experimental 
and contemporary music.

In January, audiences will be invited to experience 
immersive, genre-defying performances from Rival 
Consoles, and Australian cult favourites The Necks, 
reaffirming Byron Theatre’s commitment to presenting 
adventurous and world-class live music.

On Friday, UK producer Rival Consoles brings his 
live electronic show to Byron Bay. His work draws on 

elements of electronic, ambient and modern classical 
music, with performances that place equal emphasis on 
structure, tone and atmosphere. His live shows are widely 
presented in theatres and concert halls internationally.

On Saturday, January 31, Australian trio The Necks 
return to Byron Theatre. 

Known for performances built entirely in the moment, 
the group creates long-form improvised pieces that 
unfold gradually over the course of the evening. No two 
performances are the same, and the focus is on listening 
rather than spectacle.

Jon Howell, Theatre Manager says that together, these 
two performances reflect Byron Theatre’s ongoing 
mission to champion artists who challenge convention 
and expand what live music can be. ‘We are offering 
audiences rare opportunities to experience innovative 
work rarely heard outside of capital cities.’

Rival Consoles – Friday, January 23
The Necks – Saturday, January 31
Byron Theatre – tickets on sale now. For full event 
details and bookings, visit byrontheatre.com

Flow Music 
presents 
HOVR (DE) + 
Yeti + Cakkou 
at Haven
Flow Music returns to Haven on Sunday, 25 January for 
an open-air terrace event running from 4pm to 10pm, 
bringing together music, art and community in a relaxed 
daytime-to-evening format.

The afternoon features DJ sets from HOVR (DE), Yeti, 
and Cakkou (Fem Cartel), with music unfolding across 
Haven’s outdoor terrace as the sun sets. Inside, the Haven 
Gallery remains open until 8pm, with all event tickets 
including full gallery access.

The experience extends beyond the music, with dancers 
by Unveiled moving through the space, visual styling 
and decor by Rain Mage, and market stalls curated 
by Trash and others. Guests can expect dumplings on 
offer, a full bar throughout the event, and drink specials 
available between 4pm and 6pm.

The event is designed to be inclusive and accessible, 
welcoming families, children and pets. A dedicated kids 
art and craft table will be hosted by Oceana Piccone, 
offering a creative space for younger guests while the 
wider community gathers across the terrace and gallery.

HOVR’s performance anchors the day, delivering an 
extended open-air set designed for the terrace rather 
than a peak-hour club environment. This approach 
favours immersion over immediacy, allowing the music 
to unfold gradually and respond to the space and crowd. 
Alongside Yeti and Cakkou, the event is curated as a 
cohesive musical journey, moving steadily from late 
afternoon into evening.

Tickets are available online from 
events.humanitix.com/flow-music-presents-hovr-yeti, 
and capacity is limited
Haven, 102 Jonson Street, Byron Bay
Sunday, 25 January from 4pm–10pm

Seven days of 
entertainment
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NEW SOUTH WALES

REGIONAL
CONSERVATORIUMS

BOOK NOW

Debussy • Boulanger • Messiaen • S�herland • Brahms 

presents

Escape into a world 
of glowing sound & 
radiant melodies.

Showcasing  violinist Doretta Balkizas 

and pianist Brieley Cutting in a stunning 

program of French and German classics.

5pm
NRC Concert Room
152 Keen St, Lismore
$40 / $28 / $18 (under 18)

15 February
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The Multikulcha Art Exhibition is the 
first ever to celebrate multiculturalism, 
and highlight the work of multicultural 
artists and multicultural families. This 
exhibition is a vibrant expression of 
cultural diversity, bringing to the 
forefront the creative work of exciting, 
new and emerging artists.

Friday 5.30pm, and Saturday 
and Sunday from 10am at 
Coorabell Hall. Free entry.

Formed in Perth in the early 2000s, 
Birds of Tokyo have grown from 
independent roots to become one of 
Australia’s most popular contemporary 
rock bands – their broad appeal and 
anthemic slew of songs-everybody-
knows have made them a favourite all 
over Australia.

Friday from 6pm at the Hotel 
Brunswick, Brunswick Heads. 
Tix $75.85 from moshtix.com.au.

Gather your coven for irreverent, 
feminist punk cabaret: Mutton – dressed 
as Mutton! Honing 60+ years of global 
stage-trotting, spun through a funnel of 
bass, drums, adult puppetry and risqué 
anti-patriarchy tales, Mutton bring you 
a sizzling hot, hot flush.

Shows are 18+ on Friday 7.30pm 
(Auslan interpreted), and Saturday 
4pm and 7.30pm at the Rochdale 
Theatre, Goonellabah. Tickets: $30 / 
$25 from muttontheduo.com.

Join The Bredda Brothers Trio for a 
session packed with energy, eclectic 
sounds, and a whole lot of fun – they’ll 
mash up classics from the ‘60s, ‘70s, ‘80s, 
‘90s, and 2000s with dance bangers, 

drum & bass, and their own original 
tracks, all delivered with their signature 
twist – reworking the songs you love 
into something completely fresh.

Saturday at The Rails, Byron Bay. 
Free show.

In 2026, Lloyd Langford will have 
been a professional stand-up 
comedian for 20 years, and this 
weekend there’s a brand-new stand-
up comedy show from the man that 
sounds like a YouTube video played at 
half speed. Come along and hear 
about Lloyd’s problems with every 
other single person on earth. May 
contain jokes about giraffes, clouds 
and salt.

Saturday 6pm and Sunday 5pm at the 
Brunswick Picture House, Brunswick 
Heads. Tickets from $36 from 
brunswickpicturehouse.com.

From the comedian who brought you 
Teardrops on My Dildo, Vanessa Larry 
Mitchell is back with her all-new, 
side-splitting comedy hour – Teardrops 
on My Dildo: Fully Charged!  Expect the 
same unfiltered chaos, jaw-dropping 
confessions and outrageous storytelling 
that made her internationally-toured 
debut a cult hit.

Saturday, 8pm at the Mullumbimby 
Ex-Services Club. Tickets $40 on 
the door.

All over Australia the name Marshall 
and the Fro has become synonymous 
with good feelings, late nights, and 
frothing festival tents. Favouring stomp 
over swamp, country over western, and 
rhythm over blues, Marshall and The Fro 
is a winning combination of birthright 
talent, seasoned musicianship, and the 
result of good old-fashioned hard work.

Sunday from 3pm at the Shaws Bay 
Hotel. Free show.

A hundred epic 
voices dreaming
The latest epic concert by the 100-voice, Big Voice Choir, was ‘Dream 
On – Where Imagination Meets Possibility’, and featured Bundjalung 
singer Benja Roberts – it wasn’t just a choir performance; it was a full-
scale sensory experience.

The concert invited the full house to consider how we might find the 
courage and audacity, to envision a more creative, compassionate 
world for ourselves and others. Over 20 weeks, the choirs rehearsed 
several songs that explored the theme of dreaming and visioning.

Supported by a top-shelf band of local musicians, and powered by 
the exhilarating sound of 100 voices, the evening also raised funds for 
the Byron Youth Activity Centre.

Based in Byron Bay, Brunswick Heads, Kingscliff and Murwillumbah, 
Big Voice choristers are celebrated for their ‘wild wholesomeness’: 
they sing big, they sing boldly, and they sing with a contagious, 
unapologetic joy working towards two performances a year, with all 
choirs joining together for a feast of song.

Musical director Janet Swain says she is interested in how we 
create culture from the ground up. ‘Choirs are perfect for this – they 
are the epitome of community and cooperation, and they are fun, 
challenging, and sometimes deeply spiritual experiences.’ 

Big Voice Choirs start in February across four different venues 
and times. The choirs rehearse over two 20-week semesters, each 
culminating in epic, cutting-edge choir performances. 

This year they are also planning a choir trip to Fiji in August.

For more information go to www.janetswainmusic.com
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FOR BOOKINGS AND SESSION TIMES PALACECINEMAS.COM.AU 6686 9600 BALLINA FAIR • 6680 8555 BYRON BAYSCAN TO BOOK ONLINE

SPECIAL SCREENINGS
IS THIS THING ON? (M) 

SNEAK PREVIEWS

Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon: 3:15PM

FAMILY FILMS
GRAND PRIX OF EUROPE (G)

Daily: 10:15AM

THE POUT-POUT FISH (G)

Daily: 10:15AM

THE SPONGEBOB MOVIE: 
SEARCH FOR SQUAREPANTS  (PG)

Daily: 10:40AM, 12:20PM

ZOOTOPIA 2 (PG)

Daily: 10:20AM, 1:10PM

ALL FILMS
28 YEARS LATER: 
THE BONE TEMPLE (MA15+) 

Daily: 2:40PM, 8:20PM

ANACONDA (M)

Daily: 12:15PM, 4:20PM

AVATAR: FIRE AND ASH (2D) (M)

Daily: 12:45PM, 7:30PM

HAMNET (M) 

Daily: 10:20AM, 12:40PM, 
4:30PM, 7:10PM

MARTY SUPREME (MA15+) NFT

Daily: 10:30AM, 1:30PM, 3:30PM, 
4:30PM, 6:30PM, 7:30PM

MERCY (M) NFT

Daily: 12:30PM, 2:15PM, 6:20PM

NO OTHER CHOICE (M)

Daily: 8:20PM

PRIMATE (MA15+) NFT

Daily: 3:15PM, 5:30PM, 8:30PM

RENTAL FAMILY (M)

Daily: 10:15AM

SENTIMENTAL VALUE (M)

Thurs, Tues, Wed: 10:15AM

SOMEBODY TO LOVE (M) NFT

Daily: 11:00AM, 1:00PM, 4:00PM, 
6:15PM

SONG SUNG BLUE (M)

Thurs, Tues, Wed: 3:10PM, 
5:50PM.
Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon: 10:15AM, 
5:50PM

THE HOUSEMAID (MA15+)

Daily: 1:15PM, 5:00PM, 8:30PM

THE SECRET AGENT (MA15+) NFT 

Daily: 2:20PM, 5:15PM, 7:45PM

PALACE BYRON BAY  

ANACONDA (M)

Daily: 9:40AM

AVATAR: FIRE AND ASH (2D) (M)

Daily: 4:00PM

MARTY SUPREME (MA15+) NFT

Daily: 11:30AM, 2:30PM, 7:30PM

MERCY (M) NFT

Daily: 2:30PM, 7:45PM

PRIMATE (MA15+) NFT

Daily: 2:00PM, 5:30PM

SONG SUNG BLUE (M)

Daily: 11:45AM, 7:20PM

THE HOUSEMAID (MA15+)

Daily: 4:40PM

THE SPONGEBOB MOVIE: SEARCH 
FOR SQUAREPANTS (PG)

Daily: 9:30AM

ZOOTOPIA 2 (PG)

Daily: 9:30AM, 11:45AM

BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS

SESSION TIMES
THURSDAY JANUARY 22 

TO WEDNESDAY JANUARY 28

COMING SOON

NOW SHOWING

It will appear in the paper, the online gig guide and on Bay FM

email gigs@echo.net.au with the details

to post your gig in 
the Echo Gig Guide

WEDNESDAY 21
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

THE LONESOME BOATMAN
	■ BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 

HOUSE 6PM CELIA PACQUOLA
	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 

6PM STEPHEN LOVELIGHT, 8PM 
DUELLING PIANOS

	■ THE ROADHOUSE, BYRON BAY, 
6.30PM THE NEIGHBOURS 
FROM HELL

	■ THE PADDOCK PROJECT, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM CURRY 
JAM

THURSDAY 22
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

OLE FALCOR
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 

SUNNY LUWE DUO
	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 

6PM HARRY NICHOLS + DJ 
QUENDO, 8PM DUELLING 
PIANOS

	■ BYRON BAY GOLF CLUB 6PM 
HEEL HOOK

	■ HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM WILL 
CLIFT

	■ BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 6PM GERALDINE 
HICKEY

	■ SAINT MARIES, BRUNSWICK 
HEADS, 6PM MONDO HUM

	■ LENNOX HOTEL 8PM THURSDAY 
JAM NIGHT

	■ KELP, BALLINA, 6PM LUKE 
YEAMAN

	■ LISMORE CITY BOWLO 7PM THE 
SUPPER CLUB SOUL BAND

	■ MO’S DESERT CLUBHOUSE, GOLD 
COAST, 7PM SATELLITE MILE

FRIDAY 23
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

FELICITY LAWLESS BAND
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 5PM 

LUKE PAULEY + ODD MOB, 
CALEB JACKSON, KIRA SUNDAY

	■ BYRON THEATRE 8PM RIVAL 
CONSOLES

	■ HAVEN, BYRON BAY, PHIL SMART
	■ NORTH BYRON HOTEL 5PM DJ 

NAT WHITE
	■ ELEMENTS OF BYRON 5PM LUKE 

BENNETT
	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 

7PM ERIN SHAY DUO + DJ 
RENEE SIMONE, 8PM DUELLING 
PIANOS

	■ COORABELL HALL 5.30PM 
MULTIKULCHA ART 
EXHIBITION FEAT LAS 
COMADRES BAND

	■ HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM BIRDS 
OF TOKYO

	■ BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 6PM GERALDINE 
HICKEY

	■ OCEAN SHORES TAVERN 5.30PM 
OPEN MIC NIGHT

	■ MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
8PM KRAPPYOKEE WITH JESS

	■ BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 1PM JASON 
DELPHIN

	■ NATURAL WINE SHOP & BAR, 
BURRINGBAR, 6PM PREFAB 
HAPPY DJ

	■ CLUB LENNOX 7PM GUY AND 
NICCI

	■ LENNOX HOTEL 4PM JB’S BLUES 
BREAKERS + THE DRUNKEN 
MIDNIGHT CHOIR

	■ SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA, 
6PM SNEAKY SOUND SYSTEM

	■ BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 6PM 
ALLY PALMER

	■ CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 7PM FAT ALBERT DUO

	■ HOTEL LISMORE 5.30PM LUKE 
VASELLA + DJ SPEX

	■ SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 5PM 
RONAN MACLEAN

	■ KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 5PM 
RICK BARRON

	■ CLUB TWEED 7.30PM SOUL’D
	■ MO’S DESERT CLUBHOUSE, GOLD 

COAST, 7PM FAITH NO MORE & 
RAGE AGAINST THE MACHINE 
TRIBUTE

SATURDAY 24
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

THE BREDDA BROTHERS
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 3PM 

IZZY DAY +JEROME WILLIAMS 
DUO + 2HOT2PLAY

	■ BYRON THEATRE 6.30PM THE 
ROAD TO PATAGONIA

	■ HAVEN, BYRON BAY, JEX OPOLIS 
+ ALDONNA + ANATOLE 
SERRET + DJ MACARONNI

	■ NORTH BYRON HOTEL 1.30PM DJ 
AFRODISEA + JR DYNAMITE

	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
7PM JB BLUES BREAKERS 8PM 
DUELLING PIANOS, 10PM DJ 
JAMIE LOWE, 

	■ COORABELL HALL 10AM 
MULTIKULCHA ART 
EXHIBITION FEAT BOLLYWOOD 
SHIVA SHIMMER SQUAD + 
MANA ALOHA HULA, KOBYA 
PANGUANA

	■ BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 6PM LLOYD LANGFORD

	■ MULLUMBIMBY EX-SERVICES 
CLUB 8PM VANESSA LARRY 
MITCHELL – TEARDROPS ON 
MY DILDO – FULLY CHARGED

	■ BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 7PM 
FLUKES OF SEDINGTON

	■ CLUB LENNOX 7PM LEMON 
CHICKEN

	■ LENNOX HOTEL 8PM FUNKY 
FREQUENCIES VOL 4 FT DJ 
LONGTIME

	■ CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 8PM SUPERCHEEZE

	■ BLAH BAR, LISMORE, 7PM LUCY’S 
HOUSE + NAZARE + ZAM

	■ HOTEL LISMORE 9.30PM TUBED 
RADIO

	■ HILLTOP HOTEL, GOONELLABAH, 
9PM JON J BRADLEY

	■ SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 5PM 
TRILLA

	■ KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 5PM 
THE COMPLAINERS

	■ SALT & STONE, FINGAL HEAD, 
8PM RAW ORDIO

	■ TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
THE SHOWROOM 8PM 
MEATLOAF THE CONCERT

	■ MO’S DESERT CLUBHOUSE, GOLD 
COAST, 2PM DOUBLE BAKED

	■ CROWN HOTEL, URBENVILLE, 
7PM NICKY CONVINE

	■ CHINDERAH TAVERN 8PM THE 
TYLER DIRDENS

SUNDAY 25
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

JESSE WHITNEY DUO
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

4.30PM THE DUSTY TRAIL 
TROUBADOURS

	■ HAVEN, BYRON BAY, HOVR, YETI 
+ CAKKOU

	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM DUELLING PIANOS, 9PM 
CINNAMON SUN + DJ VINYL 
SUNDAYS FT MUTCRESPO

	■ BYRON BAY GOLF CLUB 7PM 
BARRY MCLAY BAND

	■ HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4PM MOOD 
SWING & CHEVVY BASS W/ 
ANDY V

	■ BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 5PM LLOYD LANGFORD

	■ OCEAN SHORES COUNTRY CLUB 
3PM OPEN MIC

	■ BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 1PM SAM 
BUCKLEY

	■ LENNOX HOTEL 4PM EPIC
	■ BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 

2.30PM BALLINA BLUES CLUB 
FEAT FEDERAL BLUES INC

	■ SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA, 
3PM MARSHALL & THE FRO

	■ ELTHAM HOTEL 4PM MANDY 
HAWKES

	■ KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 1PM 
BILL JACOBI

	■ SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 2PM 
SUPERCHEEZE

	■ KINGSCLIFF BEACH HOTEL 6PM 
HOT DUB TIME MACHINE

	■ CLUB TWEED 1PM BRAD 
HOLMES + WHITEY

	■ TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
THE SHOWROOM 8PM 
MANPOWER

	■ CROWN HOTEL, URBENVILLE, 
3PM HOP UPS

	■ MO’S DESERT CLUBHOUSE, 
GOLD COAST, 4PM ALANIS 
MORISSETTE EXPERIENCE

MONDAY 26
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

ALEX TILLEY
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

1PM DJ LONGTIME + BROOKE 
SUPPLE

	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM JEROME WILLIAMS, , 8PM 
DUELLING PIANOS, 9PM DJ 
RENEE SIMONE,

	■ HOTEL BRUNSWICK 2PM BEN 
WHITING

	■ HOTEL LISMORE 6.30PM CATH 
SIMES BAND

	■ CABARITA BEACH SPORTS CLUB 
3PM JON J BRADLEY

	■ CHINDERAH TAVERN 2.30PM FAT 
ALBERT

TUESDAY 27
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

STEPHEN LOVELIGHT
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 

HAYLEY GRACE
	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 

6PM MARSHALL OKELL, 8PM 
DUELLING PIANOS, 9PM KATIE 
WHITE 

	■ TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
THE SHOWROOM 11AM KEITH 
POTGER

WEDNESDAY 28
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

ANDY JANS-BROWN
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 

TIM STOKES
	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 

6PM INO PIO, 8PM DUELLING 
PIANOS, 9PM DJ QUENDO 

	■ BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 6PM JOSH THOMAS

	■ THE PADDOCK PROJECT, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM CURRY 
JAM

	■ KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 
6.30PM KINGY COMEDY – FEAT 
KIRSTY WEBECK

	■ LENNOX HOTEL 7PM STONE 
FREE BOOK LAUNCH

GIG 
GUIDE

It’s free to list your gigs in the gig guide. 
e: gigs@echo.net.au  
w: echo.net.au/gig-guide.
DEADLINE 5PM ON FRIDAYS

Screamin’ 
Eagles – LIVE! 
One of Melbourne’s biggest and most dynamic party 
bands, the Screamin’ Eagles deliver a high-performance 
rock show built on power, precision, and pure energy. 
Inspired by their Harley-Davidson high-performance 
namesake, this Australian rock powerhouse brings 
that same attitude to the stage – loud, polished, and 
relentlessly entertaining.

Based in Melbourne, the Screamin’ Eagles are renowned 
for their massive live sound, driven by an impressive 
musical lineup that sets them apart. Featuring multiple 
guitars, bass, drums, keys, saxophone, and up to six 
vocalists, the band delivers soaring harmonies and a 
wall of sound that fills any venue. The result is a big, 
bold rock experience that gets crowds moving from the 
very first song.

The band is made up of true veterans of the Australian 
music scene, with members having performed alongside 
major national acts and built long, respected careers in 
live music. The lineup includes Steve ‘Dundo’ Dundon 
and Matt Powell on vocals and guitar, John ‘JD’ 
Dallimore on guitar and vocals, Norm Falvo on keys and 
vocals, Kevin Murphy on drums and vocals, Neil ‘Ozzie’ 
Osborne on keys and sax, and Brett Hapi on bass guitar.

While their name nods to the legendary Eagles, the 
Screamin’ Eagles are anything but a one-note tribute 
band. Their versatile setlist spans classic Eagles hits 
alongside iconic rock anthems from bands such as AC/
DC, Metallica, Foo Fighters, and more. This wide-ranging 
repertoire ensures every show appeals to rock fans of all 
ages and musical tastes.

Regular fixtures at major Harley-Davidson rallies and 
live music venues across Australia, the Screamin’ Eagles 
are known for their high-energy performances that 
bring people together and keep dancefloors packed. 
Their passion for these timeless songs shines through in 
every performance, creating a fun, inclusive atmosphere 
wherever they play.

Expect big songs, big harmonies, and a big night out, 
plus a surfboard giveaway and $9 schooners of Stone & 
Wood all day.

Catch the Screamin’ Eagles live at the Beach Hotel on 
Sunday, February 1 from 4.30pm for an unforgettable 
afternoon of high-octane rock and good times.

This is a free show!

Seven days of 
entertainment
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Classifieds

 PUBLIC NOTICES
N o t i c e  o f  P r a e c i p e 
For the record Fiona Elizabeth Kaminski 
© of Ocean Shores, New South Wales is 
permanently domiciled on the Land and 
Soil of Terra Australis. I am not a voluntary 
transactor in commerce, and the paramount 
security interest holder of all estates, 
property, assets and collateral, both 
registered and unregistered, and all 
associated copyright protected trade 
names, FIONA ELIZABETH KAMINSKI, 
FIONA KAMINSKI, FIONA E. KAMINSKI, 
F.E. KAMINSKI, FIONA ELIZABETH 
MCNAUGHT, FIONA E. MCNAUGHT, F.E. 
MCNAUGHT. My lawful reconveyance to 
the Land and Soil jurisdiction of Terra 
Australis, was recorded with Public Record 
Number RPP44 63900 05100 39045 
98602 on Proclamation Date 12 December 
2025. All usufruct subjugation ties have 
been severed with the occupying corporate 
government of Australia. The corporate 
Australian kakistocracy and its affiliates 
are instructed to immediately cease and 
desist misaddressing Fiona Kaminski© in 
fraudulent debased Dog-Latin, GLOSSA 
and to cease and desist infringing on my 
estate, property, assets, collateral and 
copyright protected trade names.

WHERE TO GET THE ECHO  
If you live in Newrybar, Lennox Head or 
Ballina, but outside our current home 
delivery area, you can pick up an Echo 
from many locations, including: 
Newrybar Providore Newrybar; Richies 
IGA Ballina, Ballina RSL, One Stop Shop 
Ballina, Ballina Golf Club East Ballina, 
Brighton St Takeaway near the Shawsy, 
Seagrass Lennox, Lennox pub drive-
through, Station St Grocer Lennox

HEALTH
KARIN LUCIA GISLER COUNSELLING 
Supporting youth, adults and families.  

“Navigate Life with Clarity’  
Ph 0415886113 

karinluciagisler.com.au

MEN’S STYLIST - BYRON BAY 
NEZ THE CURATOR 

Wardrobe edits * Personal styling  
Confidence building * Wellbeing 
Look good - feel good - do good 

0452 460 933

NIMBUS 
AT-HOME SAUNAS 

Designed for your home or office. 
Infrared - traditional, flatpack  

or custom builds. 
* 

‘Wellness, built into your space’ 
Designed for recovery + longevity. 

0452 460 933 or nimbusco.com.au

HAWAIIAN MASSAGE   
Ocean Shores, Michaela, 0416332886

KINESIOLOGY 
Clear subconscious sabotages. 
Reprogram patterns and beliefs. 

Restore vibrancy and  
physical health. De-stress. 

0403125506 
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

HYPNOSIS & EFT 
Simple and effective solutions. 

Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma. 
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

HYPNOSIS & NLP 
Over 30 years of experience 

WendyPurdey.com. Ph 0497 090 233

TRADEWORK

TREE SERVICES
LEAF IT TO US - Tree Care Specialists 
Local, qualified, insured, free quotes.  

Big to small we enjoy it all - 
0402487213

ITEMS UNDER $100
NEW TRAVEL COT with new bedding $55. 
Ph 0412877122

GARAGE SALES

WANTED
TREE FERNS  

Any shape, size. Royalties paid. 
Ongoing supply needed. 0414904396

LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop 
crap! Matt 0401955052

CARAVANS
CARAVANS  

We buy, sell & consign.  
All makes & models. 

0408 758 688

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BUSINESS CLOSURE.  

Farm setup for sale and land for rent.  
We are closing our business and 

offering a complete farm setup, on a 
peaceful 2-acre farming plot (land for 
rent) at just $220pw. Setup for sale: 

$10,000 which includes: medium-sized 
coolroom (built in 2019 with new 

cooling unit); 200 established fruiting 
lime trees; farming tools. Located near 
Brunswick-Mullumbimby. This is a great 
opportunity for someone looking to step 

into small-scale farming with an 
already-established setup on affordable 

leased land.  
For more info call 0411087737

PRODUCTIVE home-based ethical micro 
business: local produce, frozen 
confectionery, wholesale distributor, stable 
overheads, established clients, potential 
for growth $40K - 0431284741

TO LET

LOCAL REMOVAL 
& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly,  

with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

BALLINA SELF-STORAGE UNITS 
Secure. From $22p/w. Ranging from 

10–44 m3. Across 3 locations. 66867011

TO LEASE
OFFICE/WORKSPACE 42sqm $350pw 
Billinudgel. Ph Lifestyle Group 66851206

BEAUTIFUL THERAPY 
ROOMS 

The Centre for Mind Body Wellness is 
welcoming new therapists to join our 

collective in the heart of Mullumbimby.  
To apply visit our website:  

centreformindbodywellness.com.au/join

WORK WANTED

1 or 2 MEN + UTE 
Furniture and rubbish removals 

 Over 15 years exp.  Jarrod 0415 139 308

POSITIONS VACANT
DISABILITY SUPPORT WORKERS, Must 
have minimum Cert 3 in Disability, Aged 
or Home Care, first aid and WWCC. 
Licence and reliable car essential. Must 
be available weekday mornings. Send  
resume to info@byronbaycare.com.au

LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Work 
available in busy adult parlour. Travellers 
welcome. 66816038 for details.

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED 
Flexible work hours – perfect 

2nd income 
Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

TUITION

DISCLAIMER
Advertisements placed in The Byron 

Shire Echo do not reflect the views or 
opinions of the editorial staff. 

The Byron Shire Echo does not make 
any representations as to the accuracy 

or suitability of any content or 
information contained in advertising 

material nor does publication constitute 
in any way an endorsement by The 
Byron Shire Echo of the content or 
representations contained therein. 

The Byron Shire Echo does not accept 
any liability for the representations or 
promises made in paid advertisements 
or for any loss or damage arising from 

reliance on such content, 
representations or promises.

Do you need to buy a laptop for high school?
Don't overpay for a laptop from Harvey Norman!
I can get you the same specs or better for a brand new laptop, 
for $750 to $1000. Full warranty included. 
All computers tested by me before delivery.

No catches, just a good deal. 
Call or email Hamish for more info.

0492 844 987
hamish.edulaptops@gmail.com

LOCALS SPECIAL!
BRUNSWICK HEADS

CHRISTMAS CARNIVAL
BANNER PARK
Any Sunday until  

25th Jan 2026 from 6.30pm

BUY 1 RIDE
GET 1 FREE

BUY 1 RIDE
GET 1 FREE

Shearwater, the 
Mullumbimby Steiner School 

has the following exciting 
opportunity:

Maintenance Worker
L1 General Hand or 
L2 Qualifed Trade

Part Time (4 days per week)

Applications will be 
considered as received.

For the Position Description 
and details on how to apply, 

visit our website

shearwater.nsw.edu.au/
work-at-shearwater/ 

Volunteer at the many Bangalow 
Lions Club community events!
A fun, busy Not-For-Profit Club with all 
funds raised going to worthy causes. 

All welcome!
Contact President John Singh 0418 662781 

or punjab@byronbaypork.com.au

Make a real difference in the 
Northern Rivers.

If you’d like to become an 
Emergency Services volunteer, 

come to one of our 8 free 
training days!

Contact Hannah to find out 
more or RSVP.

0404 095 127 or email 
hlillywhite@redcross.org.au.

  

contact@thinkblinkdesign.com
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Adobe 
Tutoring

Experienced 
Professional  

Tutor
 • Photoshop  

• Indesign   
• Illustrator

Supporting mums, building 
confidence together.

Make a difference in a 
mum’s life.

0490 409 039
supportfornewmums.com.au

Kinesiology, Crystal Healing
Energy Psychology

Reiki
0413 003 301

www.katemessengerkinesiology.com.au

Mindfulness @ Work 

Bring greater focus, 
clarity and calm into your 

workplace.
 

Certified Mindfulness 
Educator Paul Bibby

0401 926 090

RESOLUTION
+

HYPNOSIS
=

SUCCESS
Michael Schubert

BSc MScSoc GDPsych DH
0474 179 111

Septic Waste Removal
Summerland
Environmental
The Liquid Waste Specialists!
 • Septic tank cleaning
 • Grease trap servicing
 • Oily Liquids
 • Portable toilet hire
 • 24 hour service

6687 2880

0427 347 380
Fully insured • Free quotes

20 years local experience
• 19 inch chipper • Stump grinding 

• Cherry picker • Crane truck • Bob Cat 

Tip Runs &
Rubbish  
Removal

0408 210 772

Byron Bay & Surrounding AreasByron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 31406681 3140
Mobile 0417 698 227Mobile 0417 698 227

• Arborist • 15” Wood • Arborist • 15” Wood 
Chipper • Stump Grinder  Chipper • Stump Grinder  

• Fully Insured• Fully Insured

ECHO CLASSIFIEDS – 6684 1777
CLASSIFIEDS THAT 
WORK ALL WEEK!

Echo Classies also appear online: 
www.echo.net.au/classifi ed-ads

CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS
PHONE ADS
Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777
AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE
Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo o�  ce:

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby
EMAIL ADS
Display (box ads) and line classi� eds, email: 
classifi eds@echo.net.au 
Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to 
Friday, 9am–5pm. Ads can’t be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

DEADLINE TUES 12PM
Publication day is Wednesday, booking deadlines 
are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT
LINE ADS:
$17.00 for the fi rst two lines 
$5.00 for each extra line 
$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

DISPLAY ADS (with a border): $14 
per column centimetre
These prices include GST.
Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.

FOR SALE

DATE
(Jan / 
Feb)

DAY, 
MOON 
PHASE

SUN 
RISE /
SET

MOON 
RISE /
SET

HIGH  
TIDES,  

height (m)

LOW  
TIDES,  

height (m)

21 W 6:07 
19:46

8:02 
21:24

11:05 1.76 
23:13 1.26

04:07 0.25 
17:29 0.32

22 TH 6:08 
19:46

9:02 
21:54

11:40 1.72 
23:56 1.29

04:47 0.28 
18:02 0.31

23 F 6:08 
19:46

10:01 
22:24 12:15 1.66 05:31 0.34 

18:38 0.31

24 SA 6:09 
19:45

11:01 
22:55

00:42 1.31 
12:51 1.55

06:19 0.43 
19:15 0.33

25 SU 6:10 
19:45

12:02 
23:28

01:33 1.34 
13:31 1.42

07:15 0.53 
19:58 0.35

26 M 6:11 
19:45

13:07 02:35 1.37 
14:23 1.28

08:27 0.62 
20:47 0.37

27 TU 6:12 
19:44

14:15 
0:05

03:47 1.43 
15:31 1.15

09:58 0.66 
21:49 0.39

28 W 6:13 
19:44

15:24 
0:49

05:05 1.52 
16:56 1.07

11:38 0.63 
22:58 0.38

29 TH 6:14 
19:43

16:33 
1:41

06:17 1.63 
18:23 1.07 13:02 0.53

30 F 6:14 
19:43

17:38 
2:41

07:20 1.75 
19:32 1.12

00:06 0.33 
14:04 0.42

31 SA 6:15 
19:42

18:35 
3:49

08:15 1.85 
20:28 1.18

01:08 0.27 
14:53 0.33

1 SU 6:16 
19:42

19:23 
5:00

09:04 1.91 
21:16 1.25

02:02 0.20 
15:36 0.28

2 M 6:17 
19:41

20:03 
6:09

09:48 1.92 
22:00 1.30

02:52 0.17 
16:15 0.25

3 TU 6:18 
19:41

20:38 
7:16

10:30 1.89 
22:43 1.34

03:38 0.17 
16:51 0.25

4 W 6:19 
19:40

21:09 
8:18

11:06 1.80 
23:23 1.36

04:21 0.22 
17:25 0.28

5 TH 6:19 
19:39

21:39 
9:18 11:40 1.69 05:03 0.30 

17:56 0.31

6 F 6:20 
19:39

22:07 
10:15

00:02 1.36 
12:11 1.55

05:46 0.42 
18:26 0.35

7 SA 6:21 
19:38

22:37 
11:11

00:44 1.35 
12:41 1.41

06:30 0.54 
18:55 0.40

8 SU 6:22 
19:37

23:08 
12:07

01:28 1.33 
13:13 1.27

07:22 0.65 
19:28 0.45

9 M 6:23 
19:37

23:42 
13:03

02:21 1.32 
13:52 1.14

08:28 0.74 
20:08 0.51

10 TU 6:23 
19:36

 
14:00

03:30 1.31 
14:51 1.02

10:00 0.78 
21:03 0.56

11 W 6:24 
19:35

0:21 
14:56

04:47 1.35 
16:20 0.96

11:39 0.75 
22:15 0.58

SUN, MOON & TIDES 
– TIMES FOR NEXT 3 WEEKS

Data sourced from Bureau of 
Meteorology. Times adjusted for 
Daylight Savings when applicable.

SOLID GOLDEN OAK oval table 106cm x 
152cm over 100yo $190. SOFA 3-seat 
grey as new $190.  0412877122

NEW WALL, FLOOR bathroom and patio 
tiles. Make an offer. Ph 0412877122
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ONLY ADULTS
BALLINA EXCLUSIVE  

34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late. 
In & Out Calls. 66816038. Ladies wanted 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter! 

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP 
Large variety of toys and lingerie 

6/6 Tasman Way, A&I Est, Byron Bay  
66856330

SOCIAL ESCORTS
LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available 
for your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself. 
In-house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

PETS
PET SITTER AVAILABLE  

Kind, confident animal carer available 
for your four-legged fur baby.  

References available. 
Call Pawla on 0415340744

CH
A

I
CH

A
I

 

 
T:  6681 1860   E:  shelter@nras.org.au 

W:  www.nras.org.au 

Chai is a 5½-year-old domestic short hair with 
a striking blue, white and grey coat and a gentle, 
soulful nature. Affectionate and calm, he adores 

human company, enjoying pats, cuddles and 
quiet time with his people. Chai loves being close, 

offering soothing companionship and steady 
purrs. He would make a wonderful best friend for 

someone seeking a loving, devoted cat.
Rehoming #R251 00 00 60

 

 

Like us on Facebook!
AWL NSW Rehoming Organisation 
Number: R251000222

If ever there was a girl who lived up to 
her name, it is this cutie. Joy is a small, 
compact bundle of love & affection, a 
real life black beauty. She’s so irresistible 
you won’t be able to leave without her! 
Guaranteed!!
To meet Joy & our other cats & kittens, 
please visit the Cat Adoption Centre at 
124 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby.

OPEN:Tues 2.30-4.30pm 
Thurs 3-5pm | Sat 10am-12 noon 
Call AWL on 0436 845 542 

J
O

Y

Ganache is a super-sweet, short-haired 
tortoiseshell girl, 18 month’s old, and is 
desperate for a loving home. She does 

not have a bad bone in her body, great to 
handle, brush, and just adores company and 
affection. She’s so kind, and really deserves a 

lot of love and affection back. 
Desexed, vaccinated, microchip 

991993992552824. 
Call us to meet Ganache and all our other 

rescue cats. Check our FB for more!

To make an appointment  
0403 533 589 • Billinudgel

petsforlifeanimalshelter.net

Ga
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e
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Adopt, Shop & Volunteer -  
Help Boo and CAWI Op Shop! 
Boo, a 1.5-year-old Staffy x Bull Arab (male, desexed), is a 
loving, calm boy looking for his forever home.
Join our CAWI Op Shop volunteer team in Brunswick Heads 
(3 hours) - every bit of help supports rescues like Boo! | 
M/C: 978142000104798

Byron Dog Rescue (CAWI)

Boo, a 1.5-year-old Staffy x Bull Arab 
(male, desexed), is a loving, calm 
boy looking for his forever home. 
Join our CAWI Op Shop volunteer 
team in Brunswick Heads (3 hours) 
- every bit of help supports rescues 

like Boo!

M/C: 978142000104798
Call Julia on 0458 461 935 or apply 

via byrondogrescue.org

BO
O

Visit friendsofthepound.com to 
view other dogs and cats looking for a home.

ABN 83 126 970 338

U
M
A

U
M
A

Uma is a 4-month-old Staffy X. She is sweet-
natured and calm. Uma would suit a family 
with lots of love and attention to give her.

M/C # 991003002920239
Location: Murwillumbah

For more information  
contact Yvette on 0421 831 128.

Interested? Please complete our online 
adoption expression of interest.

https://friendsofthepound.com/adoption-
expression-of-interest/

AMBULANCE, FIRE, POLICE .............................................000
AMBULANCE Mullumbimby & Byron Bay ................................131 233
POLICE Brunswick Heads .......................................................... 6629 7510
 Mullumbimby ................................................................ 6629 7570
 Byron Bay ......................................................................... 6685 9499
 Bangalow ......................................................................... 6629 7500
STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE Storm & tempest damage, flooding ...132 500
BRUNSWICK VALLEY RESCUE Primary rescue........................... 6685 1999
BRUNSWICK MARINE RADIO TOWER .................................... 6685 0148
BYRON CENTRAL HOSPITAL ...................................................... 6639 9400
BYRON COUNCIL: EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS ............. 6622 7022
NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE (Mullumbimby) ........................... 6684 1286
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 24 hour crisis line.................................1800 656 463
LIFELINE ...................................................................................................131 114
MENSLINE ....................................................................................1300 789 978
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 24 hours .................................1800 423 431
AL-ANON Help for family and friends of alcoholics .......................1300 252 666
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Meets daily ...................................... 6680 7280
NORTHERN RIVERS GAMBLING SERVICE ............................ 6687 2520
HIV/AIDS – ACON Confidential testing & information ..................... 6622 1555
ANIMAL RESCUE (DOGS & CATS) ............................................ 6622 1881
NORTHERN RIVERS WILDLIFE CARERS.............................. 6628 1866
KOALA HOTLINE ............................................................................. 6622 1233
WIRES – NSW Wildlife Information & Rescue Service... 6628 1898

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

Brunswick Heads 
Women’s Social Tennis 
Starts Feburary 16, Mondays 
7.30–8.30am. All levels welcome. 
Just rock up – no need to book $5 
members, $7 non. Cash only.  
Email brunstennis@gmail.com. 

Brunswick Heads Social 
Tennis 
Mon, Wed, Fri and Sundays from 5pm 
till 7.30pm. Basic skills required. 
No booking required. $5 members, 
$7 non. Cash only.  
Email brunstennis@gmail.com. 

Bruns backgammon
The Bruns Backgammon Club meets 
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at the CWA Hall in Brunswick 
Heads, from 5.30pm till 7pm. 
It’s a relaxed, social evening 
open to all skill levels – newcomers are 
always welcome!

Sing and play along
Free weekly sing along sessions 
for over 70s in Mullumbimby, on 
Wednesdays from 10.30 to 11.30am. 
Feel free to bring your ukulele and/or 
guitar and enjoy singing the songs of 
your youth. Limited spaces.  
Contact Magenta on 0447 844 215. 

Free baby clothes 
Free baby clothes are available each 
Friday morning (during school terms) 
from 10-12am at Mullumbimby CWA 
Hall, corner of Tincogan and Gordon 
streets.  And if you like hanging out 
with mums and bubs and have a 
penchant for folding tiny clothes, 

we’re always keen for more volunteers 
to join our happy team! More info: 
www.pbbmedia.org/outreachhub.

 

Contact: hello@pbbmedia.org.

Mullumbimby & District 
Neighbourhood Centre
Mullumbimby & District 
Neighbourhood Centre is open 
Monday–Friday 9am–4pm (closed 
12.30–1.30pm for lunch). We offer 
a variety of services. Everyone is 
welcome. Call reception on 6684 1286. 
Some of our services include:
Flood recovery support service: 
personalised, long-term support 
for those impacted by the floods. 
Community support: food parcels, 
meals, showers, assistance with 
electricity bills. Work Development 
Orders.
Listening Space: free counselling.
More Than A Meal: free community 
lunch Tuesday–Thursday 
12.30–1.30pm.
Financial counselling 
Staying Home, Leaving Violence 
program: Information, referral, and 
advocacy.
Gulganii affordable pantry shop: 
located at 3 Bridgeland Lane.
Orange Sky: free laundry service Mon 
morning & Wed afternoon.
To enquire about accessing any 
of these services call reception 
6684 1286, check our website 
www.mdnc.org.au, or follow us 
on Facebook or Instagram. @
mullumbimbyneighbourhoodcentre.

Regular As Clockwork
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Please note that, owing to space restrictions, not all 
entries may be included each week. Email copy 
marked ‘Regular As Clockwork’ to editor@echo.net.au.
 

Byron Community
The Byron Community Centre provides 
community services and programs 
including meals, advocacy and 
counselling for locals in need. Fletcher 
Street Cottage: A welcoming, safe and 
respectful space where people who are 
experiencing or at risk of homelessness 
can come to enjoy practical relief 
opportunities, find connections and 
access broader support. 
Fletcher Street Cottage services 
are open Tuesday–Friday; breakfast 
7am–9am; showers and laundry 
7am–12pm; office support 9am–12pm. 
Individual support appointments with 
community workers and specialist 
services available please book on (02) 
6685 7830. Fletcher Street Cottage, 18 
Fletcher St, Byron Bay. More info: www.
fletcherstreetcottage.com.au. Byron 
Seniors Club: www.byronseniors.com.
au. More info on Community Services: 
www.byroncentre.com.au
Phone: (02) 6685 6807.

Low-cost or free food
Food Box Thursdays 9.30–11.30am 
at Uniting Church, Mullumbimby. You 
may purchase cheap food, obtain free 
veges, and enjoy a cuppa. We will be 
closed from December 18 and re-open 
on February 5, 2026. For all enquiries 
please phone Gill 0428 846 328.  
The Hub Baptist Church in Ocean 
Shores has food relief available for 
anyone doing it tough, please contact 
us on 0434 677747 if you find yourself 
doing it tough. No ID or Concession 
Card required. NILs referral service also 
available. Check Facebook page The 
Hub Baptist Ocean Shores for details. 
Liberation Larder Takeaway lunches 
and groceries Monday and Thursday 
12 till 1pm. Fletcher Street end of the 
Byron Community Centre.

Respite Service
Byron Shire Respite Service delivers 
high-quality respite care to a broad 
range of clients throughout the Byron, 
Ballina and Lismore shires. Donations 
welcome: Ph 6685 1921, email 
fundraiser@byronrespite.com.au, 
website: www.byronrespite.com.au.

Bruns U3A
U3A is a group for retired folk offering 
lifelong learning and activities.
On 11 November, the forum talker is 
Mel Williams on Mullum and District 
Neighbourhood Centre.Interest groups 
are garden group, foodies, movie/
lunch, men’s shed, French revisited, 
Scottish folk dance, mahjong, walkers 
and talkers, shabashi, table tennis, 
chess, debating group and ukelele. 
For more info email info@bru3a.org or 
call Denise 0423 778 573.

Alateen meeting
Alateen meeting every Thursday at 
5–6pm. Do you have a parent, close 
friend or relative with a drinking 
problem? Alateen can help. For 
8–16-year-olds meet St Cuthbert’s 
Anglican Church Hall, 13 Powell Street, 
corner of Florence Street Tweed 
Heads. Al-Anon family groups for older 
members at the same time and place. 
1300 ALANON 1300 252 666  
www.al-anon.org.au.

Drug support groups
Call Alcoholics Anonymous 1800 423 
431 or 0401 945 671 – 30 meetings a 
week in the Shire – www.aa.org.au. 
Are you experiencing difficulties and 
challenges because of the alcohol or 
drug use of someone close to you? 
Learn coping skills and gain support 
from others.  

Narcotics Anonymous is a fellowship 
of men and women for whom drugs 
had become a major problem. We are 
recovering addicts who meet regularly 
to help each other stay clean. For 
information and meetings call 1300 652 
820 or text your postcode to 0488 811 
247. www.na.org.au. Are you concerned 
about somebody else’s drinking? 
Al-Anon Family Groups meetings held 
Fridays at 2pm by Zoom. 1300 252666  
www.al-anon.org.au. 

Support after suicide
StandBy provides support to people 
who have lost someone to suicide. 
They provide free face-to-face and 
telephone support and are accessible 
24/7. Follow-up contact is available for 
up to one year. Find out more at: www.
standbysupport.com.au or call 13 11 14. 
If you, or someone you are with, are in 
need of immediate support please call 
an ambulance or police on 000.

Volunteer call out
Support for New Mums Inc. a 
Northern NSW community program 
are recruiting volunteers in the Byron 
Shire. We offer a free of charge, home 
visiting program for mothers with 
babies. For more information email 
Deb: newmums8@gmail.com.

Rainbow Dragons
Rainbow Dragons Abreast (RDA) 
welcomes breast cancer survivors for a 
paddle at Lake Ainsworth, Lennox Head 
(and sometimes at Ballina) on Sundays 
7.30am for 8am start. Contact Marian 
6688 4058, mazzerati2010@gmail.com.

Co-dependents 
Anonymous (CoDA) 2025 
convention.
Codependents anonymous is a 
12-step fellowship whose common 
purpose is to develop healthy and 
loving relationships with others 
and ourselves. We warmly welcome 
anyone, whether you have experience 
in the program, or are a newcomer, to 
attend our 2025 convention on October 
18, 9am-3.30pm, at Marvell Hall Byron 
Bay. Tickets can be purchased on the 
day or via the link on our website www.
codependentsanonymous.org.au. 
There is also a Zoom only ticket option. 
This will be a wonderful opportunity to 
connect with people who are dedicated 
to recovery from self-neglect, abuse 
and abandonment. Whatever you may 
think about the word codependency, 
be prepared to rethink it! ‘To thine own 
self be true’.

Older adult exercise
Chair-based older adults exercise 
classes run by a qualified instructor, 
that feel more like fun than exercise, 
are held every Thursday at 10.15am in 
the Brunswick Memorial Hall. Cost $10. 
All welcome. Just show up or if you 
have any questions please contact Di 
on 0427 026 935.

$5 pilates classes
Pilates for the price of a coffee! Come 
and join us for $5 Pilates classes every 
Thursday at 8.45am in the Memorial 
Hall, 22 Fingal Street, Brunswick Heads 
and Monday at 8.45am in Mullumbimby. 
It doesn’t matter what level you are, 
as beginner to advanced options are 
shown. Just bring a mat and water. 
My goal is to keep the Shire active and 
feeling great one person at a time. No 
need to book just show up. For more 
information contact Di on 0427 026 935.

The Echo’s Market Guide
Find it online: www.echo.net.au/market-guide

MONTHLY MARKETS:
1st SAT: Brunswick Heads Markets – 8am–2pm
1st SUN:  Byron Community Market – 8am–3pm 
 Pottsville Beach Markets – 7am–1pm
2nd SUN: The Channon Craft Market – 9am–3pm 
 Chillingham Markets – 8am–1pm 
 Coolangatta Arts & Craft Markets – 8am–2pm 
 Tabulam Community Market – 9am–1pm
3rd SAT: Mullumbimby Community Market – 8am–2pm 
 Murwillumbah Makers & Finders Market – 9am–2pm 
 Salt Beach Markets, South Kingscliff/Casuarina – 8am–1pm
3rd SUN: Federal Village Market – 8am–2pm 
 Uki Buttery Bazaar Market – 8am–2pm 
 Pottsville Beach Markets – 7am–1pm 
 Lismore City Bowlo Markets – 9am–1pm 
3rd SUN (Dec & Jan): Byron Community Market – 8am–3pm
4th SAT: Kyogle Bazaar – 9am–2pm
Last SAT: Evans Head Rotary Market – 8am–1pm
4th SUN: Bangalow Market – 8am–2.30pm 
 Nimbin Markets – 9am–3pm 
 Murwillumbah Showground Market – 8am–1pm 
4th SUN (in a 5-Sunday month): Coolangatta Arts & Crafts – 8am–2pm
5th SUN: Nimbin Markets – 8.30am–3pm

Seasonal:  Byron Beachside Market – four times a year: Wed 7th Jan 2026,  
 Easter, July and Sept

FARMERS/WEEKLY MARKETS:
Each TUE: New Brighton Farmers Market – 8am–11am 
 Lismore Organic Market – 7.30am–10.30am
Each WED: Murwillumbah Farmers Market – 7am–11am 
 Nimbin Farmers Market – 3pm–6pm 
 Newrybar Hall Twilight Market – 3pm–7.30pm
Each THU: Byron Bay Farmers Market – 7am–11am 
 Lismore Produce Market – 3pm–6pm
Each FRI: Mullumbimby Farmers Market – 7am–11am 
 Evans Head Farmers Market – 2.30pm–6.30pm
Each SAT: Bangalow Farmers Market – 7am–11am 
 Duranbah Road Farmers Market (Tropical Fruit World) 8am–11am 
 Uki Farmers Market – 8am–1pm 
 Lismore Farmers Market – 7.30am–11.30am 
 Byron Twilight Market (October to April) 4pm–9pm
Each SUN: Ballina Farmers & Producers Market – 7am–11am

The Echo updates this guide regularly, however sometimes 
markets change their routine without letting us know. 
Please get in touch if you want to advise us of a change.

Lismore U3A event
Lismore University of the Third Age 
(U3A) are holding an open day on 
Wednesday, 21 January from 10am to 
12pm at the Lismore Workers Sports 
Club, 202 Oliver Ave, Goonellabah. 
Organisers say more than 30 courses

are available each week across four 
terms, which are ‘designed to keep 
both your mind and body active and 
engaged’. For more information, visit 
www.u3alismore.com.au or contact 
Pat McLaren-Smith on 0490 483 049.

On The Horizon
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Email copy marked ‘On The Horizon’ to editor@echo.net.au. 
 

Classifieds / Community at Work
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Service Directory

SERVICE DIRECTORY INDEX 

Accountants & Bookkeepers........................... 27
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Air Conditioning & Refrigeration.................... 27
Architects.......................................................... 27
Automotive....................................................... 27
Barber Shops..................................................... 27
Blinds, Awnings, Curtains, Shutters................ 27
Bricklaying........................................................ 27
Building Trades................................................. 27
Bush Regeneration & Weed Control................ 27
Carpentry & Joinery......................................... 27
Chimney Sweeping........................................... 27
Cleaning............................................................ 27
Computer Services........................................... 27
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Decks, Patios & Extensions.............................. 28
Design & Drafting............................................. 28
Driveway Maintenance.................................... 28
Earthmoving & Excavation.............................. 28
Electricians........................................................ 28
Fencing.............................................................. 28
Floor Sanding & Polishing............................... 28
Garden & Property Maintenance.................... 28
Gas Fitters, Suppliers & Servicing................... 28
Guttering........................................................... 28
Handypersons................................................... 28
Health................................................................ 28
Hire.................................................................... 28
Hypnotherapy................................................... 28
Landscaping ..................................................... 28
Locksmith.......................................................... 29
Pest Control....................................................... 29
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Physiotherapy................................................... 29
Picture Framing................................................ 29
Plastering.......................................................... 29
Plumbers........................................................... 29
Removalists....................................................... 29
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Roofing.............................................................. 29
Rubbish Removal.............................................. 29
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Tree Services..................................................... 30
Transportation Services................................... 30
Upholstery........................................................ 30
Valuers............................................................... 30
Veterinary Surgeons........................................ 30
Water Filters...................................................... 30
Welding............................................................. 30
Window Cleaning & Repairs............................ 30
Window Tinting................................................. 30

ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS 

BYRON BOOKKEEPING BAS, Payroll, AR/AP, Xero, QB, MYOB.......................................0415 639548

BOOKKEEPER Reg BAS provider, payroll, A/P, A/R. Xero & MYOB. Local, reliable..........0410 206627

BLOOMING BOOKKEEPING and BAS Agent................................................... Ph Leah 0434 121077

ACUPUNCTURE 

ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis..............................................0490 022183

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

Mullumbimby 
Refrigeration & 
Airconditioning 
Services

– Sales – Installation – Repairs  
– All Commercial Refrigeration  
–  Residential & Commercial 

Airconditioning 
– Coolroom Design & Construction  
– Freezer Rooms

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby   
Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492 6684 2783

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 23 yrs exp. Lic. 178464C AU30147.............................0422 291433

ARTISAN AIR Airconditioning and refrigeration. ............................................................... 66809394

ARCHITECTS

OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au..........................................0412 251392

AUTOMOTIVE

6684 5296

WE PAY FOR
UNWANTED CARS

Free metal drop off
Locally owned

$50–$1500

CAR BODY REMOVAL
ABSOLUTELY FREE

CASH ON THE SPOT GUARANTEE

$50 – $1000
WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES & VANS

PHONE 0466 113 333 24/7
EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au

BARBER SHOPS 

PENSIONERS/KIDS FROM $25 – ADULTS FROM $30: 6 Brunswick Tce Mullum......0421 679015

BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS

CURTAINS 

SUNSCREENS 

AWNINGS  
ROLL BLINDS 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

LOCAL    SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM 

1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay 

66668800  88886622
FFRREEEE  MMEEAASSUURREE  QQUUOOTTEE  
oonn  oouurr  ccoommpplleettee  rraannggee  ooff  

iinntteerriioorr  &&  eexxtteerriioorr    
wwiinnddooww  ttrreeaattmmeennttss  

SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION 

www.blinddesignbyronbay.com.au 
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B L I N D S    S H U T T E R S    A W N I N G S    C U R T A I N S

BRICKLAYING

BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors. Lic 291958C. Phone Mark.........................................0409 444268 

BUILDING TRADES

• DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable 

market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

Structural – Landscaping
Fencing – Composite Decking
Hardwood – Pine – Hardware

B&B Timbers
66867911

110 Teven Road, Ballina
New logo - Same quality & service

sales@bbtimbers.com.au            www.bbtimbers.com.au

BUILDER – JOHN MCGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C........... 0415 793242

HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C................................................0432 565060

FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C.......................... 66808162 

CARPENTER / JOINER 30 years experience. Prompt efficient service. Fully insured. Other licensed trades 

avail, incl plastering/painting etc. 24/7 Emergency 4WD call-out avail. Lic 43794C.........0423 500693

BUILDER Extensions, maintenance, new homes, insurance, landscaping Lic19953Q........ 0403 458177

SEA LION BUILDERS: All Building Works / Maintenance Lic #243734C.....................Ph 0407 351720 

VIDLER BUILT decks, extensions, bathrooms, kitchens, timber fencing Lic 304237c........0413 502281

BUSH REGENERATION & WEED CONTROL

THE GREEN WAVE: native reforestation and weed management........................ (John) 0491 117656

CARPENTRY & JOINERY  

LOCAL CARPENTER small, medium or large jobs. Lic 207899c................................Ph 0431 048856

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Reliable. 20 years exp...............................0437 202050

BENNETT CARPENTRY Construction & maintenance. bennettcarpentry.com.au........0448 031221

BYRON BAY CARPENTRY & CONSTR. Decks, kitchen, bath, laundry. Lic 337421c........0432 549082

CHIMNEY SWEEPING

BLACKS CHIMNEY SWEEPING & REPAIRS AHHA member, insured. 3rd generation...... 66771905

CLEANING

Services List
(Low Pressure Softwashing)
Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings, 
Solar panels, Retaining walls 
Driveways, Paths, Pavers,  
Fences, Decks, Patios,  
Pool areas.

Locally owned and Operated
Residential and Commercial

No job too big or small
Obligation free quote

Fully insured

0426 119 550      info@nraquapressurecleaning.com.au      ABN: 47576013867

AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING

Byron Bay 5 Stars
CLEANING SERVICE

CLEANS: Holiday, Residential, Bond, Commercial, Spring.

Phone Mick 0409 009 024
Email: mickbhl@gmail.com

BETTY’S CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES............................................... Text 0476 984649

PRESSURE WASH IT WASHING !!! .................................................... Text YOKO 0475040733 

COMPUTER SERVICES

One-on-one, patient, experienced 
teacher offering digital support for 
seniors needing help with phones, 

laptops and computers.

Phone or email: 0420 235 624  
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

FLASH COMPUTERS Mac & PC. Affordable & helpful. 77 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby..02 66844124

ECHO SERVICE DIRECTORY 
RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE 
Deadline: For additions and changes is 12pm Friday
Line ads: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid

Display ads: $70 per week for colour display ad.  
Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid.  

Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high.  
New ads will be placed at end of section.

Contact:  6684 1777  or  adcopy@echo.net.au
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CONCRETING & PAVING

SALISBURY 
CONCRETING  

Li
c.

13
67

17
c

Over 30 yrs’ local experience. 
All forms of concreting. 
Residential • Civil • Industrial 

DARYL 0418 234 302

SHAKA CONCRETING Driveways, sheds, slabs, p/ways, patios. Insured & Lic#391742C.....0402 728207

MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com.......................................0402 613638

ANDREW FLANAGAN CONCRETING & EXCAVATION Lic 310498C................................0401 968173

DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS

free quote: 0455 573 554
QUALITY DECK RestoratioN

easily sand over nail/screw heads!

FULLCIRCLEREFINISHING.COM

BYRON BAY FLOOR SANDING by Chris Wallace. Quality assured. Best prices................0408 536565

DECK REFINISHING EVANS HEAD Customer satisfaction guaranteed..........................0413 786879 

DESIGN & DRAFTING

MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com.......................................0402 613638

DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

East Coast Asphalt
ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT 

& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859
SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF 

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

MC2 RURAL Earthmoving, mulching, camphor/weeds, property maintenance ............ 0427 900701

EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

TINY EARTHWOR
Philip Toovey 

0409 799 909
various implements available for limited access projects

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS 
• DRAINAGE DESIGN • DRIVEWAYS • PADS • WATERWAYS 

• ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344 939      www.360earth.com.au

5T Excavator & Skidsteer
8 Tonne Tipper
Attachments: 

Rock Grabber, Auger 
350/450, Compactor

Drainage Consultation & Installation
Landscaping Install & Supply
Retaining & Rockwalls
Bulk & Green Waste Removal
All Earthworks Requirements

BEN - 0499 985 555  License 479630C. Fully Insured. 

NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr..0402 716857

ELECTRICIANS

0439 624 945  AH 02 6680 4173
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

ALL JOBS: SMALL 
OR LARGE

Lic: 154293c

LEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIANLEVEL 2 ASP ELECTRICIAN
DOMESTIC •• COMMERCIAL •• INDUSTRIAL

SERVICING: •• Tweed •• Byron •• Lismore •• Kyogle
•• Mains installs / alterations •• Switchboard upgrades
•• Meter queries •• Tree maintenance near services
Matthew Rutland  matt.positivelectrical@gmail.com

0439 733 703
NSW Lic# 312117  ASP Lic# 5547 AUTHORISATION# 503808

E4 Electrical Services
Electrical Services for Byron Shire 
• Commercial/Industrial & Domestic 

• Power, Lighting, Networks & Starlink
• Security & Home Automation Solutions

jphipps@e4electrical.com.au
0410 502 060   

Reliable & Responsive |  All Size Jobs | # 116612C 

JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data, TV, TV Antennas. Lic 133082C.....0432 289705

BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small....0422 136408

JIM LABELLE ELECTRICAL O.Shores, Mullum, Byron, Bruns. Lic 176417C........................0415 126028 

ATLEE ELECTRICAL Lennox/Ballina/Byron. All jobs Lic125138C........................................ 0499 456558

TOPAZ ELECTRICAL. All electrical work. Reliable. Lic No. 461605C.............................  Ph 0421 707380

FENCING

BYRON & BEYOND FENCING. Any fence, any time, prompt quotes...... 0439 162 069 or 66802393

EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. ...................................................0432 107262

FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable........0416 424256

TOM’S FARM MAINTENANCE Fencing, orchards, cattle work. Experienced & reliable..0412 860132

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING

THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

0430 297 101     livingearthgardens.com.au

All aspects of gardening 
and mowing

Enhancive garden 
makeovers

Est. 2010

MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter.................0423 756394

GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured..66841778 or 0405 922839

A-Z Garden maintenance, acreage, gutters, rubbish removal, tip runs, top jobs...................0405 625697

LEAF IT TO US Tree care specialists & acreage mowing...................................................0402 487213

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m3 trailer..............................................................0408 210772

RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging..........0424 805660

GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael..........................0497 842442

BLADE RUNNER ACREAGE MOWING Local, reliable.....................................................0428 856687  

BRUSH–CUTTING Whipersnip, clearing saw, light chain saw.................................Rob 0455 587425

NORTHERN RIVERS SLASHING & LANDCARE.......................................... Call Keni on 0417 509299

GW MOWING Ride-on /acreage. Tip runs...............................................Call George on 0408 244820

GROWING WELL gardens residential lawns, hedging and design. 20 years experience ..0413 459545

THE GREEN WAVE: Eco property and garden care ............................................... (John) 0491 117656

COAST & COUNTRY Acreage mowing, prop. maintenance, prof. reliable service....  Mike 0413 812582

GAS FITTERS, SUPPLIERS & SERVICING

Free Delivery
No Rental
Reliable

www.brunswickvalleygas.com  •  0408 760 609

Locally Owned
No Rental Fees

Servicing your area
Free Call: 1300  727 013

Email: swapabottle@bigpond.com

GUTTERING

Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.
www.spotlessgutters.com.au

0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 94 239 089 086

✔ Gutter guard
✔ Gutter cleaning
✔ Locally owned
✔ Fully insured
✔ Free quotes

HANDYPERSONS

HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, welding.......................................... 66884324 or 0476 600956

AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne................................0423 218417

ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark..........0402 281638

A HANDY GUY All trades & small construction. Bruns, Ocean, SGB & Mullum................0411 858201

PFM HANDYWORKS Repairs, pressure cleaning, maintenance.......................Call Aari 0484 729139

HOME MAINTENANCE Carpentry, painting, repairs, gardens, jet washing. Insured......0434 705506

HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling......... Michael 0421 896796

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Friendly, reliable. 20 years exp...................0437 202050

AW WOODWORK  Furniture, kitchens, carpentry, handyman services. Call Adam.........0455 813965

HANDYMAN 40 years experience in the building game. Call Paul..................................0422 017072

THF SERVICES home maintenance, repairs, garden work..............................................0402 019625

HEALTH

ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne............................................ 66857366

MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations............... 66843002

AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen – Om Healing...............................0422 387370

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE. Sports, remedial, Swedish. Discount rates..................Mark 0448 441194

HIRE

MULLUM HIRE Marquees & all event equipment. Tools & machinery. Pool supplies & service. 66843003

HYPNOTHERAPY

MOONLIGHT HYPNOTHERAPY QHHT, RTT for clarity, healing, insight, purpose. Teresa.0422 179941

 LANDSCAPING 

Swim Ponds, Landscaping, 
Water Features, Earth Moving

0448 401 638 
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Landscaping, Vegetation Control & Earthworks
• General Landscaping • Vegetation Control

• Excavations & Civil Residential

Call Paul 0403 316 711  gracewoodlandscapes.com.au  Lic 474317C

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic 277154C...............................................0423 700853

LOCKSMITH

Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair........0412 764148

PEST CONTROL

Book our Termite Inspection & Pest Control package this winter and 
receive 10% off. Protect your home and save money with this limited-

time offer! Contact us today to schedule your appointment.

Phone 02 6685 4490 • Email: service@sanctuarypest.com.au

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL................................................................................. 66842018 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Tree Faerie Fotos
Professional • Commercial • Personal

www.treefaeriefotos.com • 0417 427 518

30+ years experience in commercial 
photography and photojournalism

PHYSIOTHERAPY

OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics,  

shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman...................................................... 66803499

EWINGSDALE PHYSIO Matrix Therapy, all ages, massage, home visit. Renata..............0437 647137

PELVIC FLOOR PHYSIOTHERAPY Bangalow Mon & Wed. Lisa Fitzpatrick....................0422 993141

PICTURE FRAMING

MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in Ocean Shores...................................0403 734791

PLASTERING

PLASTERER, TRADE QUALIFIED repairs, renovations, cornices, quality assured. .Kurt 0431 015414

CAPE BYRON PLASTERING. Gyprock/Venetian. 27 yrs exp, free quotes, lic + insured..0402 538155

PLUMBERS

Taking on work NOW!
0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com

Ben The Plumber
    Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores, 

  Brunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds
30 years’ experience  Lic: 321191C

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t and 3m tipper truck

 Blocked drain specialist

  12 month guarantee 
on most jobs

  Fully insured

Drain clearing, inspections and repairs.
Reliable family owned and operated 

local business with 30 years plumbing 
experience and the latest technology. 

Phone James  0429 888 683 Lic 378040C

Pro Plumbing ServiceScotty’s
Reliable and experienced

Working in Byron Shire for over 20 years
Phone Scotty anytime 0419 443 196

scottypro27@gmail.com  –  NSW Licence Number L13549

Plumbing – Drainage – LP Gas fitting 
Roofing repairs tile and metal

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C.....0419 019035

BRAD EVELEIGH PLUMBING based in Ocean Shores, no job too small. Lic 257153C.........0438 140075

DAVE SPARKES Plumber Byron based, call out $110 incl. first hour. Lic209669C..............0418 167074

REMOVALISTS

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO
From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth 

Just give us a ring
• Freight services to Brisbane weekly 

• Carriers of fine art • Furniture removal 
• E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646

LEAPFROG REMOVALS
BYRON BAY’S LOCAL REMOVALIST  
MOVING THE SHIRE FOR OVER 10 YEARS

0432 334 200  02 6680 8170
leapfrogremovals@yahoo.com.au

• Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne • Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne 
• North Qld • Country • Interstate • North Qld • Country • Interstate • • LOCALLOCAL

02 6684 2198  queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au

www.dansremovals.com
0435 565 964

Call Dan for a quote

BENNY CAN MOVE IT!..................................................................................................0402 199999

RYAN’S MINI MOVES....................................................................................................0406 657 755

RENDERING

RENDERING / SOLID PLASTERING 25 years experience. Free quotes............. Ph John 0406 673176 

ROOFING

FRC ROOF PAINTING – Local, 10 years in biz, 150 x 5-star reviews. Free quotes...........0419 789600

Metal Roofing & Guttering Experts
Serving from Ballina to Gold Coast.

- A Lifetime Warranty on Workmanship
- Double Satisfaction Checks
- Spotless Work Sites, Every Time

admin@oceanbluepr.com.au 
0429 909 433
www.oceanbluepr.com.au License # QBCC: 15327621  NSW: 381929C

RUBBISH REMOVAL

OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip specialists .......................................... 0412 161564 or 66841232

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m3 trailer.................................................................0408 210772

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 7m3 trailer. Prompt, reliable service.........................0413 289443

BYRON SHIRE Rubbish and furniture removals. ................................................. 0415 139308

SELF STORAGE

BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE................................................................................................ 66858349 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Say Goodbye to Septic Woes
 ■ Born & Bred Locals
 ■ Qualified Plumbers
 ■ Fully Insured
 ■ FREE septic evaluation 

    with EVERY pump-out

Contact Daniel and the Team 24/7 for ALL your Septic 
System needs 02 6672 1644 or 0418 751 765

 Servicing and repairs 
 New installations
 Pre-purchase inspections
  Free quotes and honest 

advice
 Quality products 
  Highly experienced local 

plumbers
 Fully insured

Servicing the Byron Shire 
 & Surrounds

Phone James  0429 888 683
Lic 378040C

TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C.. 0407 439805

APPROVED COMPOST TOILETS, council reports, septics etc. www.poohsolutions.com...........0427 897496

SOLAR INSTALLATION

0428 320 262   sunbeamsolar.com.au
team@sunbeamsolar.com.au

Serving Northern NSW since 1998

Your local, qualified team
Specialists in standalone and grid interact system designs

TELEVISION SERVICES

DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas........... 66843575 or 0414 922786

INSTALL SERVICE: TV, Wi-Fi, AV, special pensioner/concession rate. ............ Damian 0414 741233

TILING

WALL & FLOOR TILER/WATERPROOFER/STONEMASON Lic 24418C. ............Ph Karl 0439 232434

AJ’s TILING all aspects. Bathrooms, kitchens, walls, floors, waterproofing. Lic 239988C...0416 345202

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

Airpor t Transfers |  Tours |  Nights Out |  Walks
Events |  Par t ies |  Weddings |  Corporate |  Fest ivals

Call 0490 183 424

BYRON
BUS Co

arrive@ byronbuscompany.com.au

Get a Quick Quote Now 

Door to Door Charter Services
-
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If you’re serious about advertising and want your business seen 
by a loyal, local audience of more than 50,000 readers every 
week, The Echo is the only publication that delivers this level of 
reach in the Northern Rivers.

If your target market is the Byron Shire and beyond, we hand 
deliver 22,000 copies weekly to homes and business, ensuring 
your ad is actually seen, not left in a stand or scrolled past 
among the mass of online content.

Get in touch now for unbeatable 2026 deals to 
advertise your business in this Service Directory.

Offering free ads in the general section of the 
paper, plus digital display ads to make your 
advertising reach further.

Contact the Echo sales team on 6684 1777 or adcopy@echo.net.au

TREE SERVICES

CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES
The Fully Insured Professionals

Mark Linder Qualified Arborist
0408 202 184  

choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

•  Stump Grinding  •  Bobcat  •  Cherrypicker  
• Crane Truck  •  18" Chipper
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• 20 years local knowledge and experience • Fully insured / free quotes 
• 19 inch chipper • Bobcat • Cherry picker • Crane truck

www.harttreeservices.com.au

0427 347 380

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING

ALL AREAS OF  
THE NORTHERN RIVERS & 
SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND

0401 208 797

•  Professional Tree Removal, 
Surgery & Maintenance
• Stump Grinding 
• Weed Control
•  Arborist Reporting & Consultancy
• EWP Cherry Picker Hire
• Mulching of Green Waste
• 24 Hour Emergency Call-Out
• Professional, Reliable Service

0435 019 524

Martino 
TREE SERVICES
Byron Bay & Beyond

TREE CARE SPECIALISTS

leafittous.com.au
kascha@leafittous.com.au

Local . Reliable . Insured 

0402 487 213

17 Years Experience as an Arborist 
Experienced crew ready to go.

Free Quotes | Insured | Amenity Tree Pruning 
Removals | Chipping | Block Clearing 

Council DA Assistance if required 

Call Sam 0456 044602

BYRON TREE SERVICES AQF Level 5 consulting arborist, insured....................... Call Alex 0402 364852

LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes........0402 487213

LOCAL TREE GUYS 15m crane truck. 18 inch chipper. Bobcat.............................. Jason 0488 489159

OUT ON A LIMB TREE SERVICES Lucas Holland qualified arborist..........................Luc 0402 191316

UPHOLSTERY

BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists.............................. 66805255

 VALUERS

BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers............. 0431 245460 or 66857010

VETERINARY SURGEONS

MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Wills, Heidi Jenal. After hours avail............... 66843818

NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer.................................................. 66840735

 WATER FILTERS

for home, commercial 
and rural properties

6680 8200 or  
0418 108 181

The Water Filter Experts

WELDING

WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless...0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS

CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David..............................................0421 906460

WINDOW TINTING

SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price..........................0434 875009

SUNRISE window tinting, mobile Byron+ N. Rivers. Cars, homes, offices, etc ..............0412 158478
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Property Insider www.echo.net.au/echo–property

144 Round Mountain Road, Round Mountain, Tweed Coast, NSW

• 1.609ha* (3.97* acres) of beautiful freehold vacant bushland acreage that from the top has white water views of 
Hastings Point and beautiful bushland backdrop views over Cudgen Nature Reserve

• Build your dream home (STCA) in a private, elevated and inspiring location, close to all conveniences 
• 2.5km* to Hastings Point, 3.4km* Cabarita Headland and 25.5km* to the Gold Coast International Airport
• Studio shed with 10kW* off-grid solar power and tank water

For Sale  
Contact Agent

Brad Franks  
0404 051 111

Ray White Rural Murwillumbah

*approx.raywhiteruralmurwillumbah.com.au 

Rare Elevated Bushland Acreage with Ocean Views - Weekender or Future Build

The Greenhouse Broken Head – An Immersive Yet Exclusive 
34-Acre Beach and Nature Retreat with Multiple Dwellings

Broken Head is one 
of the most photo-
graphed, and tightly 
held locations in Byron 
Bay, often referred to 
as ‘the jewel in the 
crown’ for its pristine 
surf beaches, national 
parks and extraor-
dinary biodiversity. 
Recognised as the third 
most biodiverse region 
in Australia, it attracts 
global celebrities and 
discerning buyers who 
value nature, privacy 
and seclusion. This 
exceptional property 
offers multiple occu-
pancy, walking access 
to some of Byron's best 
beaches, while remaining 
just 10 minutes from 

Byron Bay, 15 minutes 
from Wategos Beach 
and seamless access 
to Ballina Airport. The 
charming hinterland 
villages of Newrybar 
and Bangalow are 
also within easy 
reach, offering cafes, 
restaurants and local 
shopping.

Spanning over 
34 acres (13.9ha) of 

breathtaking sub-
tropical rainforest, this 
spectacular private 
estate sits directly 
opposite the protected 
NPWS Broken Head 
Nature Reserve. Perched 
above Brays Beach, the 
two residences – The 
Greenhouse and The 
Echidna – share sweep-
ing ocean and forest 
views and are among 

the very few properties 
within walking distance 
to Whites, Kings and 
Brays beaches. The 
property features two 
separate houses with 
individual entrances, 
along with an additional 
self-contained cabin/
studio and a treehouse, 
offering multiple-
occupancy flexibility 
and future scope.

This is a true 
conservationist and 
nature-lover's sanctuary, 
protected by a biodi-
versity covenant that 
ensures the surrounding 
landscape will never 
be built out. The estate 
is home to resident 
wallabies, echidnas, 
visiting koalas, abun-
dant birdlife and rare 
Richmond birdwing 

butterflies, with the 
seasonal soundtrack of 
cicadas in summer, and 
whale calls in winter. 
Beloved by the current 
owners, the property 
offers a profound sense 
of peace, privacy and 
healing – allowing you 
to enjoy Byron Bay's 
lifestyle while retreating 
home to complete tran-
quillity within minutes.

Just 10 minutes from 
Byron Bay, this is a rare 
opportunity to reside 
in your own forest and 
beachfront sanctuary. 
Listen to birdsong at 
dawn, watch whales 
breaching offshore, 
and walk to secluded 
beaches where the 
rainforest meets the sea. 
Offering what money 
often can't buy – even in 
locations like Wategos 
–this property deliv-
ers absolute privacy, 
environmental integrity 
and an unrivalled con-
nection to nature.

	■ Agent: Brad Rogan 
0420 529 112
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www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

AUCTION  
Unless Sold Prior

ON SITE AUCTION  |  Sat 31st January 10am 

OPEN  |  Sat 24th January 10:30  -  11am

• Single-level,	light-filled	home,	open-plan	living
with	polished	concrete	floors	and	seamless	indoor–
outdoor	flow

• Versatile	accommodation,	3	bedrooms	plus	a
guest	studio	with	private	ensuite,	ideal	for	family,
visitors,	or	home	office

• Low-maintenance	garden,	sparkling	pool,	cabana,
fire-pit,	and	outdoor	shower

• Prime	Suffolk	Park	location,	short	stroll	to	Tallow
Beach	and	the	village	hub

7 HAYTER STREET, SUFFOLK PARK

Oliver Aldridge 
0421 171 499

636M2

4 22 2

Spacious and Private Resort 
Style Home

ON SITE AUCTION  |  Sat	14th	Feb	11am
GUIDE  |  $1.95M  -  $2.1M

OPEN  |  Sat 24th January 9  -  9:30am

• Renovated,	spacious	layout	with	multiple	living
areas,	office/study	options	and	generous	bedrooms

• Resort-style	outdoor	living	with	covered	alfresco
area	and	large	saltwater	pool

• North-east	aspect	providing	plenty	of	natural`light
and	the	lush	gardens	provide	complete	privacy

• Park-front	position	in	a	tightly	held	Byron	Bay
pocket,	close	to	beaches	and	town

2 PALM PLACE, BYRON BAY

650M2

4 32 2

Su Reynolds 
0428 888 660

Renee Schofield 
0400 028 594

‘Bird Song’  
Where Sea and Forest Meet

EOI  |  Guide	Upon	Request 
OPEN  |  Sat 24th January 9  -  9:30am

• Elevated,	flat-topped	hinterland	sanctuary	with
sweeping	ocean	and	green	hill	views

• Exceptional	privacy	at	the	top	of	the	prestigious
Phoenix	development,	hidden	from	the	road

• Warm,	well-built	family	home	with	central	courtyard,
ponds	and	Japanese	garden

• Potential	scope	for	a	studio,	yoga	deck	or	retreat
(STCA)

142 PHOENIX DRIVE, TINTENBAR

1.42AC

4 22 2

Oliver Aldridge 
0421 171 499

Jasmin McClymont 
0434 029 668

A Mediterranean Retreat 
Offering Resort-Style Living 
on Coastal Acreage

ON SITE AUCTION  |  Thurs	5th	March	11am 

OPEN  |  By	Appointment

• Resort-style	coastal	acreage	located	just	10	minutes
from	Byron	Bay

• Mediterranean-inspired	four-bedroom	home	with
seamless	indoor–outdoor	living

• Magnesium	swimming	pool	within	established	gardens
and	orchards

• DA-approved	secondary	dwelling	with	architect-	
	 designed	plans	ready

178 TYAGARAH ROAD, MYOCUM

Jasmin McClymont 
0434 029 668

Tara Torkkola 
0423 519 698

4.57AC

4 21 2
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North Coast news onlineProperty Business Directory

kaldera.au
hello@kaldera.au

0479051742
Katharine Turner NSW 11419

Kaldera Architects
Bangalow

 → Passive House certified
 → DBP Class 2 registered

Kaldera

ARCHITECTS

Call today for an 
obligation free chat

0418 123 393

BYRON BAY AGENT OF THE YEAR
Damien Smith
Sales Director Ray White Byron Bay
www.rwbyronbay.com

Contact the team today on 0412 057 672

SALES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au

millerrealestate.com.au
@timmiller_realestate

Professional and results driven with 
extensive knowledge. Servicing the 
Byron Shire and beyond.

Call Paul for an appointment today.

PAUL PRIOR
SALES

0418 324 297 
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

WWW.BYRONBAYFN.COM.AU

SHARON McINNES
SALES

0408 659 649 
sharon@byronbayfn.com

TARA TORKKOLA
SALES

0423 519 698 
tara@byronbayfn.com

@taratorkkolafirstnational

@taratorkkola_realestate

www.byronbayfn.com.au

AGENTS

Boutique, family-owned and proudly 
serving Byron Bay & beyond.

Where personalised service isn’t just a 
promise - it’s our way of life.

JANIS PERKINS
02 6680 8588 | 0438 841 122
janis@reodbyron.com.au
Shop 9/15-19 Fletcher St, Byron Bay
www.reodbyron.com.au

Open For Inspection www.echo.net.au/ofi

DJ Stringer Property Services
•	 6/311 Golden Four Dr, Bilinga. Sat 9–9.30am QLD Time
•	 1/42-44 Thomson St, Tweed Heads. Sat 10–10.30am
•	 9/277 Golden Four Dr, Bilinga. Sat 9.45–10.15am QLD Time
•	 1091/14-22 Stuart St, Tweed Heads. Sat 11–11.30am
•	 33 Inlet Dr, Tweed Heads West. Sat 11.45am–12.15pm
•	 1444/6-8 Stuart St, Tweed Heads. Sat 12–12.30pm
•	 7/20 Dutton St, Coolangatta. Sat 12–12.30pm
•	 42 Karingal Ave, Bilambil Heights. Sat 12.45–1.15pm
•	 5/5-10 Quayside Ct, Tweed Heads. Sat 12.45–1.15pm

First National
•	 22 Burns Street, Byron Bay. Wed 1–1.30pm
•	 2/6 Keats Street, Byron Bay. Thurs 11–11.30am
•	 2 Palm Place, Byron Bay. Thurs 12–12.30pm
•	 35 Shelley Drive, Byron Bay. Thurs 1–1.30pm
•	 7 Hayter Street, Suffolk Park. Thurs 1.30–2pm
•	 142 Phoenix Drive, Tintenbar. Thurs 3–3.30pm
•	 8 Banksia Place, Mullumbimby. Fri 10–10.30am
•	 5 Botanic Court, Mullumbimby. Fri 10.45–11.15am
•	 103 Paterson Street, Byron Bay. Fri 12–12.30pm
•	 134 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby. Fri 3–3.30pm
•	 2/122 Lighthouse Road, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am
•	 142 Phoenix Drive, Tintenbar. Sat 9–9.30am
•	 2 Palm Place, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am
•	 234A Bangalow Road, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am
•	 4 Ryces Drive, Clunes. Sat 10–10.30am
•	 39 Balemo Drive, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am

•	 8 Banksia Place, Mullumbimby. Sat 10–10.30am
•	 7/37 Childe Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am
•	 35 Shelley Drive, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am
•	 465 Uralba Road, Lynwood. Sat 10–10.30am
•	 7 Hayter Street, Suffolk Park. Sat 10.30–11am
•	 47 Bulgoon Crescent, Ocean Shores. Sat 11–11.30am
•	 93 Paterson Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am
•	 4 Wright Place, Bangalow. Sat 11–11.30am
•	 22 Burns Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am
•	 2/6 Keats Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am
•	 5 Botanic Court, Mullumbimby. Sat 11–11.30am
•	 114 Orana Road, Ocean Shores. Sat 11.30am–12pm
•	 134 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 12–12.30pm
•	 2/113 Paterson Street, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm
•	 93 Station Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 12–12.30pm
•	 1452 Kyogle Road, Uki. Sat 12.30–1pm
•	 43 Lychee Drive, Rosebank. Sat 1–1.30pm
•	 56 Ruskin Lane, Byron Bay. Sat 1–1.30pm
•	 103 Federal Drive, Eureka. Sat 2–2.30pm

Harcourts Northern Rivers
•	 3/20 The Terrace, East Ballina. Sat 9.30–10am
•	 2 Fitzroy Street, Wardell. Sat 10–10.30am
•	 35 Webster Street, South Lismore. Sat 10–10.30am
•	 275 Signata Road, Pimlico. Sat 10.30–11am
•	 412 Bagotville Road, Meerschaum Vale. Sat 11.15–11.45am
•	 428 Old Bagotville Road, Bagotville. Sat 12–12.30pm

Mana Re
•	 1/21A Balemo Drive, Ocean Shores. Tues 12–12.30pm

•	 237 Tweed Valley Way, Murwillumbah. Wed 9–9.30am

•	 32 Gloria Street, South Golden Beach. Wed 4–4.30pm

•	 4/19 Oceanside Place, Suffolk Park. Thurs 10–10.30am

•	 33 Robin Street, South Golden Beach. Sat 9–9.30am

•	 1/21A Balemo Drive, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am

•	 16 Berrimbillah Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am

•	 32 Gloria Street, South Golden Beach. Sat 11–11.30am

•	 14 Mitchell Street, Uki. Sat 11.30am–12pm

•	 25 Flinders Way, Ocean Shores. Sat 12–12.30pm

Real Estate of Distinction 
•	 98 Greenvale Court, Burringbar. Sat 9.30–10.15am

•	 21 Mcleish Road, Kinvara. Sat 11–11.45am

•	 876 Tamarind Drive, Tintenbar. Sat 12–12.30pm

•	 11 Bian Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 1.30–2pm

New listings
•	 1300 Main Arm Road, Upper Main Arm

•	 2 Palm Place, Byron Bay

•	 5 Botanic Court, Mullumbimby

•	 178 Tyagarah Road, Myocum

•	 142 Phoenix Drive, Tintenbar

•	 10 Kendall Street, Byron Bay
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P: 02 6687 0548  |  hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au 

NSW & QLD Conveyancing, Leases,  
Business Sale & Purchase

NP CONVEYANCING
PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE 

NPC

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE?
We are here to help

PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS  
IN BYRON BAY NOW

NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE  
IN POTTSVILLE                  Lic No 06000098

CONVEYANCING

Property Business Directory

entourage.com.au | (02) 6678 1751
Office | 3/6 Jonson Street, Byron Bay NSW

Australian Credit Licence 475676

Scan To Book

New Year
New Home?
Right Team!

0412 833 280 

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

Russel Shaw 
Finance Broker

The Shire’s local
finance expert

Home Loans
Investment Loans
First Home Buyers
Car Loans

Debt Consolidation
SMSF Lending
Commercial Loans
Development Funding

Acceptance Finance Australia Pty Ltd ABN 20 678 011 571  
Australian Credit Licence Number 391715 Credit Representative Number 395628

FINANCE

12 years local Real Estate experience 

Highly competitive fees & introductory offers 

Friendly & Approachable agents you can trust 

Premium results & peace of mind

Effective, modern technology  

Alyce Field & Kasey Williams
Ph: 0417 439 230

E: admin@byronpropertyhub.com.au
Property Management & Sales 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

We project manage building, 
development & fire safety 

measures.

Craig Adams | Project Manager
0411 575 991

craig@cacm.net.au

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

PROPERTY STYLING

cactushillproject.com.au  
home@cactushillproject.com.au

PROPERTY STAGING
styling for sale

call us for a free quote on 
0432 574 321
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I thought it must be a really 
good joke – that there will 
be a Trump Tower built on 
the Gold Coast! According to 
the Gold Coast Bulletin a city 
source said: ‘we have seen 
plans with renders. And they 
have a gold Donald Trump on 
it. Every Trump hotel has a 
big gold Donald Trump on it, 
and this one will be the same. 
It’s nothing new, it’s not the 
first time this property has 
had Trump interest. It’s the 
same developer. It’s the 
Trump Tower.’ Backlash is 
still recovering from whiplash 
over this one! 

     
The NSW Forestry Corpora-
tion has been issued two 
new fines, totalling $60,000, 
by the NSW Environment 
Protection Authority, for 
failing to fix water pollution 
in Mogo State Forest. The 
two charges were related 
to not constructing creek 
crossings in compliance with 
best practice and because an 
ongoing risk to downstream 
water quality is being caused 
by the corporation’s failure to 
conduct remediation works. 
When will the NSW state 
government take action to 
decommission this organisa-
tion that posts multimillion 
dollar annual losses and con-
tinues to breach the state’s 
laws with the repercussions 
of these fines once again 
being borne by taxpayers?

     
‘Rage Against The Machine 
never specified what type of 
machine they were furious 
with but I reckon it was a 
printer’ – John Moynes.

     
The Epstein files must really 
really be bad for Trump. Ven-
ezuela one week, Greenland 
the next. It appears anything 
will be done to keep the 
attention away from associat-
ing with a well-connected 

convicted sex trafficker who 
‘committed suicide’ in jail.

     
Grok, the AI chatbot 
anchoring Elon Musk’s X 
social media platform, has 
become the internet’s leading 
maker of nonconsensual 
sexualised imagery, 
especially of young girls.

     
The NSW Forestry 
Corporation has already 
started logging in Glenbog 
State Forest despite not yet 
finding 98 of the 102 recorded 
den, habitat trees in the 
planned logging areas. 

     
Needing a bit of light relief? 
Make sure you get to Byron 
Writers Festival’s evening 
with the queen of wit and 
fearless feminist Kathy Lette 
on Friday, 6 March at the 
A&I Hall Bangalow. Tickets at 
https://events.humanitix.com.

ONE-ON-ONE LESSONS 
FOR SENIORS

Be tech savvy and learn how to use your 
phones, tablets, laptops and computers.

Regular lessons, one-off lessons. 
Tech help available for Apple devices

Qualified, patient and  
experienced teacher
Phone or email: 0420 235 624  
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

Get help to learn 
more about 
technology?

Born in 1973,
we’ve been enriching lives for 

more than 50 years.
We specialise in the care and support of 

people with mental health and alcohol and 
other drug conditions. 

We deliver residential rehabilitation and 
outreach programs right across the Northern 

Rivers, from Tweed Heads to Kempsey.

Proudly funded by

The Buttery acknowledges and pays respect to past and present Traditional 
Custodians and Elders of this Nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and 

educational practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Contact The Buttery Intake  
on 02 6687 1111 or info@buttery.org.au

Contact

Presented by Lisa Strauss
Local Accredited Practicing 
Dietitian and Nutritionist

Receive expert advice on how to 
prevent and manage type 2  
diabetes and heart disease.
Make good nutrition choices, 
including food and cooking tips.

Enjoy a free afternoon tea.

supported byLisa Strauss Health

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

0491 771 159
www.lisastrausshealth.com.au/health-talks

Free Healthy Eating Workshops
WHERE
Ocean Shores 
Country Club

WHEN
Thursdays 
1.30 – 3.30 pm 
29 Jan – 19 Feb

WHERE
Ballina Indoor 
Sports Centre

WHEN
Thursdays 
1.30 – 3.30pm 
26 Feb – 19 March

Brad Turner was one of the many muscle men and women who showed off their ability 
to demolish logs in a matter of seconds at last week’s ever-popular Brunswick Heads 
Woodchop Carnival. Photo ‘Spitting Chips’ Dawson
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TO TAKE HOME
Panettone by Bay Pizza LabEach year, Bay Pizza Lab brings a slice of Italian Christmas 

tradition to Byron Bay with its handmade panettone – a light, 
buttery brioche-style cake layered with festive flavours and 
finished with a golden almond sugar glaze.Made by hand and slow-fermented to perfection, it’s soft, aromatic 
and delicately sweet, proof that good things really do take time. 
Perfect for gifting or as the centrepiece of your holiday table.
Available in Chocolate and Classico, you can purchase at 
baypizzalab.com.au or in-store at Bay Pizza Lab, Byron Bay.
Available until sold out!
baypizzalab.com.au  @baypizzalab 

Food Culture – Ocean ShoresIn the heart of Ocean Shores Shopping Village, Food Culture 
Bulk and Wholefoods is dedicated to real, honest nourishment. 
For over a decade it has supported local growers, ethical 
producers and low-waste living, offering a slower, more conscious 
way to shop. You’ll find a curated range of organic pantry staples, 
bulk wholefoods, hand-mixed herbal teas, house-made blends, 
natural body care, rare and specialty items, and quality chocolate. 
As well as fresh local flowers, Bread Social, and kombucha on tap.
New owners Rash and Jem, herald a new chapter, honouring 
Food Culture’s roots and deepening connection to community, 
sustainability and food sovereignty. With its grounding ethos, 
Food Culture continues to play a vital role in shaping a healthier 
food future for the Northern Rivers.Ocean Village Shopping Centre, 82 Rajah Road, Ocean Shores

www.foodculturebulkfoods.com.au @foodculturebulkfoods

Byron Bay Peanut Butter,  ‘nuts about it!’
Byron Bay Peanut Butter is a family-owned Australian business, 
offering premium peanut butter and mouth-watering satay 
sauces made with Kingaroy hi-oleic peanuts and all-natural 
Australian ingredients. Eat it by the spoonful directly from the jar, 
spread it on toast or sandwiches, or add it to countless recipes 
to elevate flavour, protein and nutrition! It’s vegan and gluten-free, 
with no nasties.
If you have a sweet tooth, their peanut brittles are sure to hit the 
spot… but be careful, one bite will not suffice! Enjoy the flavours of 
peanuts, maple and chilli. They have also created a peanut butter specifically for dogs, and 
cookies made with all natural ingredients and wholesome to boot.
Unit 1, 16 Tasman Way, Byron Bay  •  02 9188 8826
www.byronbaypeanutbutter.com.au byronbaypeanutbutter

The Mullumbimby Chocolate ShopHead on over to The Mullumbimby Chocolate Shop for some 
refreshing, award-winning gelato and sorbet. With 18 ever- 
changing flavours on offer, you won’t be disappointed!Step back in time as you check out their old fashioned chocolate 
and lolly bar with over 100 lollies to choose from for your own 
special lolly bag.
Their range includes a large assortment of chocolates, pralines, 
truffles, liquorice, hard boiled lollies, sour lollies, chocolate bars, 
chocolate covered fruits and nuts, marzipan, nougat, Belgian 
cherry liqueurs, brittles, fudge and so much more.There are plenty of organic, gluten-free, dairy-free and sugar-free 
options too! ‘See You at the Sweetest Shop in Town!’Shop 1/104 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby  •  02 6684 4825

www.mullumbimbychocolateshop.com.au

www.echo.net.au/eat-drink
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TO TAKE HOMESunshine Low GI SugarEnjoy the sweeter things in life with Sunshine Low GI Sugar!
Let’s face it, sugar gets a bad rap these days and we all know that it should be enjoyed in moderation. But, times are changing thanks to Sunshine Low GI Sugar.Low GI sugar is a natural sweetener that is more slowly digested, absorbed and metabolised – resulting in a lower and slower rise in blood glucose that keeps you feeling fuller for longer.

Sunshine Low GI Sugar is made using the Nucane™ process. Developed in Australia, this process ensures the naturally occurring and beneficial antioxidants are retained during the milling process that turns sugarcane into sugar crystals. It contains just one ingredient, 100% natural cane sugar, and has no additives or preservatives. Rich in naturally occurring minerals such as calcium, magnesium and potassium makes it suitable for all diets including gluten-free, vegan and vegetarian.
Enjoy the natural, sweet goodness of Sunshine Low GI Sugar in any food or beverage recipe in which sugar is used.www.sunshinesugar.com.au/low-gi @sunshinesugar_nsw   @sunshinesugarNSW

Byron Bay Pork & MeatsByron Bay Pork & Meats in Mullumbimby and Byron Bay are 
your family-operated butchery, sourcing premium quality pork, 
beef, lamb and goat from their family farms. They offer specialty 
sausages, including a gluten-free variety, smoked leg hams, free-
range chickens and ducks. All meats are organic, antibiotic- and 
hormone-free and they have a great range of smallgoods.
Open Monday to Friday from 6am to 5pm, Saturday 6am to 12pm.
70 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby  •  02 6684 2137

You don’t need a silver fork to eat good food.
– Paul Prudhomme

8 EAT DRINK Summer 2025

www.echo.net.au/eat-drink

DINING
Bangalow Tuckshop
Smack bang in the middle of Bangalow, Tuckshop is where good 
food and good times bump into each other and decide to stay 
for a drink. We’ve taken modern Aussie cuisine, given it a cheeky 
spin, and packed it with the best locally-sourced produce the 
Northern Rivers has to offer. Step inside and its equal parts cool 
and comfy, with eclectic local art splashed across the wall and 
a laid-back charm. 
Whether you’re a local, or just passing through, Tuckshop offers a 
dining experience that feels special and familiar, where great food, 
local culture, and genuine hospitality come together.Wednesday to Saturday for lunch and dinner, Tuesday dinner only.www.bangalowtuckshop.com.au @bangalowtuckshop

Bistro Sicily, Billinudgel’s new ItalianBistro Sicily serves authentic Italian staples, daily specials, 
handmade pasta and typical long-fermented-dough pizza with 
passion and experience. Giuseppe began churning olive oil and 
stretching cheese at age four, growing up surrounded by the 
rich traditions of Italian cooking. His humble roots and refined 
craft come to life in Billinudgel’s newest bistro, where old-school 
flavours meet modern flair. Expect generous plates of handmade 
pizza, gnocchi, risotto and more served with warmth, authenticity, 
and Giuseppe’s unmistakable love for good food.www.bistrosicily.com.au  •   @bistro_sicily

New ShakShuka 
Bar in Byron Bay
After serving up Orgasmic Falafel in Bay Lane for 18 years, the team invites you to ShakShuka Bar, their new adventure next door.Their signature dish, the Shakshuka, looks and tastes amazing – two poached eggs nestled in a rich slow-simmered tomato sauce made with onions and fragrant spices, served in a hot sizzling skillet with hot bread. Add your favourite toppings like chorizo, bacon, feta or lamb, or choose the white creamy base with smoked salmon or mushrooms. Other offerings include pancakes, eggs your way and tasty wrap to name a few. From November the ShakShuka evening bar will be open for amazing cocktails and tapas. Live music and community events soon to follow. Find them behind the Beach Hotel in Bay Lane next to Orgasmic Falafel.

Open seven days from 7.30am.
Bay Lane, Byron Bay0438 247 791

  @shakshuka_barRoca Byron Bay
Perched in the heart of town, Roca brings the flavours of Latin 
America to Byron Bay. With locally-sourced ingredients and a 
specially built traditional Parrilla BBQ, every dish bursts with 
smoky, chargrilled flavour and coastal freshness.They’ve just changed up our the spring menu, bringing new 
exciting flavours and fresh local produce to the table. Think 
vibrant tapas plates, cocktails that taste like summer, and a 
buzzing vibe that rolls from long lunches into sunset sips. And just when you thought Byron couldn’t get any better… this 
summer they’re unveiling a brand new pool bar next door!See the new spring menu and keep up with the buzz on socials.14 Lawson Street, Byron Bay     @rocabyronbaywww.rocabyronbay.com.au 

I think food, culture, people and landscape are all absolutely inseparable.
– Anthony Bourdain

www.echo.net.au/eat-drink
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DRINK

Savvy Beverages
Nutritionist-owned health brands aren’t exactly new to Byron Bay. However, Savvy Beverages is creating new functional nutrition options for brain health! Savvy is now Australia’s most-awarded nutrition business with over 20 awards for their mental wellbeing and performance drinks, bars and nutritive powders.Savvy Beverages was started in 2016 by Mark Curry, who, after experiencing burnout as a lawyer, recognised the lack of healthy options to support energy and cognitive demands while balancing stress and mental health. He quit law, studied nutrition, and started Savvy with naturopaths and health experts to create a new wave of functional nutrition.What makes Savvy’s approach different is their use of natural, science-backed formulas using adaptogens, vitamins, nootropics and superfoods. They use up to 20 times more ingredients than other brands, which provides a lot more benefits.

Savvy operates as a social enterprise, donating a large percentage of every sale to mental health organisations, supporting education, planting trees and local Byron Shire initiatives.Try the Savvy difference online or instore at: Santos, IGA, Jing, Go Vita, Baz & Shaz and more stores in the Shire.
www.savvybeverage.com.au @savvybeveragesAzteca Margarita: 

The best shire’s best marg – according to very wise and clever people
Why do locals love Azteca? Because it’s handcrafted right here in Billinudgel – where Jessie Rae and Tommy, plus a crew of absolute legends, brew up small-batch magic with a whole lotta love (and zero BS).Born in their kitchen by two (then) young lovers – one from Mullum. Azteca has grown into a feel-good local icon that’s fun, funky, original and unapologetically real. Some have said too real but Azteca says, ‘get stuffed!’Made with fresh Aussie citrus, organic agave nectar and a pinch of sea salt, pre-batched or add the booze, choose your own adventure. Whichever road you take, they all lead to no preservatives, no colours, no numbers, no shit, the Azteca way!

So as we roll into margy season, whether you’re cracking RTDs, mixing up that 5L party size Cowboy Cube, or booking one of their epically fun full bars for your Chrissy bash – do it with the one and only, Azteca Margarita; handcrafted in Billinudgel, poured with mucho love and yeeehawwww!
www.aztecamargarita.com @aztecamargarita   @AztecaMargarita
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WELCOME

Welcome to summer – it’s time to let your hair 
down, relax, and enjoy a little respite from 
the winter months as the days lengthen and 
the warmth gets us up early and out later in the afternoons and evenings. 

There is no shortage of experiences to draw you in, take you out and let you have fun. Throughout this edition of Eat Drink you can explore what the Northern Rivers has to offer on a plate, in a garden or farm, or in a jar, tin, or glass depending on your setting. 

With food being grown throughout the region you can explore gathering your own produce at places like The Paddock, or selecting it from stalls at farmers’ markets and turning it into delicious home-cooked meals to eat alfresco as the sun sets and the heat subsides. 
If you are a little over making your own delights then make sure you explore the pages ahead for the diverse range of options available to you from farm to plate, high-end to casual restaurants and cafes, to having special catered meals delivered to your favourite setting. 
One of the delights of the region is taking the chance to explore and creating a personalised trail of food and drink delights that can give you the perfect opportunity to explore some of the best scenery in the region. 

From cafes and restaurants on the coast to bars and native forest meanders in the hinterland, if you take the chance to explore what’s on offer you will also have the opportunity to explore the beautiful nature and spaces that the region is renowned for. 
Whether it is a solo journey, a family adventure, or a romantic getaway there is something on offer for every budget, and style. 

Similarly, you have every chance to tailor your food and beverage experience to suit your dietary and libation preferences. If it’s vegan and organic there are plenty of delights to be had as is the case for the full meat-lovers’ experience and everywhere in between. 
Local distilleries and breweries abound, offering you everything from beautiful views and tours, to great venues to hold your events. For those who might prefer a delicious drink without the alcohol there are plenty of delights on offer that make you feel special and tantalise your taste buds. 

As a local this is a great chance to remind yourself of all the region has on offer and for visitors take the time to make your experience special, meet your needs, and create memories that will last a lifetime. 

– Aslan Shand, editor
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The Paddock Project, Mullumbimby.  
Photo by Jeff Dawson
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DINING

Experience the best of local dining 
at Azure Bar and Grill
At Elements of Byron, Azure Bar and Grill celebrates the region’s rich landscapes with a forest to foreshore menu inspired by the land and sea. Each dish showcases premium local produce, crafted into flavours that reflect Byron’s natural abundance. 
Open seven days a week, welcoming both resort guests and the public, we invite you to experience a culinary sensation that evolves with the seasons. Plus, locals save 10% with the Pegs app.
Join us for our next special event; Chef x Distiller with Highwayman Whisky – a five-course dining experience with paired whiskies on 4 December at 6pm, for $149 per person. Hurry, spaces are limited.
www.elementsofbyron.com.au/dining/azure-bar-grill  @azurebarandgrill

No Bones – 
plant-based 
dining with soul
Tucked away in the vibrant 
heart of Byron Bay, No Bones 
is redefining what it means to 
dine sustainably. 
This stylish, plant-based haven 
dishes up bold, imaginative 
flavours that make even the 
most devoted carnivores pause. 
From salt-baked beetroot 
ravioli to banana blossom ‘fysh’ 
tacos, every plate is crafted 
with creativity and care. The 
vibe is pure Byron. Relaxed, 
conscious, and effortlessly 
cool, with cocktails that flow as 
freely as the conversation. 
More than just a restaurant, 
No Bones is a movement 
toward mindful eating, proving 
that doing good for the planet 
can taste downright amazing.’
11 Fletcher Street, Byron Bay 
0481 148 007
www.nobones.co
Reservations:  
opentable.com.au

  @nobonesrestaurants

Bay Pizza Lab
Bay Pizza Lab is a modern pizzeria serving up seriously good pizza in the heart of Byron Bay – where Italian craftsmanship meets modern innovation. Just steps from Byron’s bustling town centre and iconic beach, Bay Pizza Lab is a hotspot for good food, great drinks and an effortlessly cool vibe. Expect inventive, flavour-packed pizzas, Italian-style share plates and cocktails with a creative twist – plus a wine list that celebrates the best of Australia and Italy. Every detail, from dough fermentation to ingredients, is refined to perfection. With good tunes, warm service and a buzzy atmosphere, Bay Pizza Lab captures the spirit of Byron – relaxed, vibrant and always a good time.

Shops 4/5 2 Fletcher Street, Byron Bay
Open daily 5pm-9pm  •  02 6684 5285
www.baypizzalab.com.au

  @baypizzalab

Frida’s Field
Frida’s Field is a farm-to-table restaurant located just ten minutes from Bangalow in the beautiful Byron hinterland. Serving contemporary country cuisine – the food is rustic, yet refined, creative and full of flavour. 
Award-winning chef, Alastair Waddell, curates a produce-driven dining experience, which captures the essence of the Northern Rivers throughout the seasons. 
Frida’s Field hosts three set menu long lunches per week, on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
Bookings via www.fridasfield.com
76 Booyong Road, Nashua  •  0484 544 978
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