
These four monks, Lama Phurbu, Tenpa Choden, Ngodup Tsering, and Rinchen Khadro from the Gyuto Tantric University, one of the most revered institutions in Tibetan Buddhism, 
are in residence at Crystal Castle and Shambhala Gardens until 30 August. Photo Jeff ‘Respect’ Dawson
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Crystal Castle hosts the Gyuto Monks

D uring the Gyuto Monks’ 
stay they will conduct 
daily programs from 

10.30am to 4.30pm which include 
meditation, multiphonic chanting, 
Buddhist talks, tantric art classes, 
and empowerment ceremonies, all 
included in the general admission 
price to Crystal Castle precinct.

The Gyuto Monks are masters of 
overtone chanting, with each monk 
sounding three notes simultane-
ously, a practice drawn from a 

600-year-old tradition found almost 
nowhere else on earth.

The monks will create three 
sacred sand mandalas over the 
next two-and-a-half months. The 
mandalas will represent the Tantric 
Trilogy of Guhyasamaja, Yaman-
taka, and Chakrasamvara and each 
will be ceremoniously dissolved.

On 6 July, the monks will 
perform a Milestone Ceremony 
and Long Life Guru Puja at Crystal 
Castle to mark His Holiness the 

Dalai Lama’s 91st birthday, inside 
the globally-observed Year of 
Compassion.

Three evening Chants of Com-
passion concerts will be held, with 
the first on 14 July, with 100 per 
cent of profits going directly to the 
Gyuto Monastery in Dharamsala, 
India, home to approximately 500 
monks living in exile. The October 
2025 concert sold out within days.

Crystal Castle, now in its 
	▶ Continued on page 4

Mullum Scout Hall fire
Aslan Shand

The Mullumbimby Chamber of 
Commerce and Community (MCCC) 
had written to council over the 
weekend to say that they needed 
to take action to preserve the 
Mullumbimby Scout Hall and other 
heritage buildings in Mullumbimby 
as they were being damaged by 

vandalism and neglect. Then at 
1.45am Tuesday morning the NSW 
Fire and Rescue Mullumbimby 
Station 388 and Brunswick Station 
240 were called to a fire at the Mul-
lumbimby Scout Hall. 

‘We have three buildings cyclone 
fenced. All of them are heritage 
structures (the Mullumbimby 

	▶ Continued on page 2
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BSC moves closer to special rate rise
Paul Bibby

Byron Shire Council has 
moved a step closer to 
seeking a special rate rise, 
unanimously endorsing a 
community engagement 
program that will form a key 
part of any future application 
to increase rates above the 
state-imposed cap.

While councillors are 
publicly stating that no final 
decision has been made, 
debate at last week’s meeting 
highlighted the increasingly 
central role a Special Rate 
Variation (SRV) is playing 
in Council’s response to its 
worsening financial position.

The community engage-
ment plan will see Council 
spend $120,000 on a four-
month consultation process 
beginning in August, with 
feedback to be reported to 
councillors before a decision 
is made on whether to for-
mally apply to the Independ-
ent Pricing and Regulatory 
Tribunal (IPART) for permis-
sion to increase rates above 
the annual rate peg.

Council’s recently adopted 
Long Term Financial Plan 
paints a bleak picture of 
the organisation’s finances, 
forecasting ongoing 
operating deficits, declining 
unrestricted cash reserves 
and a growing inability to 
keep pace with infrastructure 
renewal. 

The plan warns that 
continuing with a ‘business 
as usual’ approach is ‘not 
financially sustainable in the 
long term’.

Under the scenario 
currently being modelled, 

ordinary rates would increase 
by a compounded 35 per cent 
over three years, including 
rises of 12 per cent in 2027-28, 
10 per cent in 2028-29 and 9.6 
per cent in 2029-30.

Community 
understanding

The engagement plan is 
designed in part to satisfy 
IPART requirements, which 
require councils to demon-
strate that the community 
understands both the need 
for and the extent of any 
proposed rate increase.

Greens councillor Elia 
Hauge sought to broaden 
the focus of the consulta-
tion, arguing that residents 
should be engaged in a wider 
discussion about financial 
sustainability rather than 
being presented with an SRV 
as the preferred solution.

‘I was a bit concerned at 
how parts of the community 
engagement plan were 
framed,’ Cr Hauge told the 
meeting.

‘We want this to be a 
meaningful conversation 
about the financial position 
of Council, about what we 
can do without a special rate 
variation. What does that 
mean for the community? 
But equally, what does a 
special rate variation get us?’

However, Council staff 
warned that shifting the 
focus too far away from an 
SRV could undermine any 
future application to IPART.

‘If we’re going out to com-
munity and asking general 
questions around financial 
sustainability, it would be 

hard in an application to 
demonstrate that we’ve been 
adequately clear with our 
community about asking for 
a special rate variation,’ staff 
advised.

‘If by over-subscribing 
what this engagement is 
asking for, we undo IPART’s 
ability to approve the varia-
tion, we’re shooting ourselves 
in the foot before we’ve even 
started the race,’ said Deputy 
Mayor Jack Dods .

After discussion, Cr Hauge 
withdrew several proposed 
amendments but retained 
a provision requesting that 
community engagement 
seeking views on options 
that could redistribute the 
total rates collected to lessen 
the burden on lower-value 
properties.

Mayor Sarah Ndiaye said 
Council needed to have an 
honest conversation about 
its financial future.

‘I was ready to go, “look, 
too hard, don’t do it”,’ she told 
the meeting. ‘But then I really 
looked at what the impact 
was of the minimal rate 
increase that we did in 2017.’

Cr Ndiaye said the previ-
ous SRV had helped fund 
major improvements to 
roads, bridges, and other 
infrastructure and argued 
that councillors needed to 
approach the current discus-
sion in good faith, even if it 
proved unpopular.

The community 
engagement process will 
run between August and 
November, with councillors 
expected to decide later this 
year whether to proceed with 
a formal application to IPART.

The Mullumbimy Scout Hall has been severely damaged by fire. Photo Aslan Shand 
Inset: Jenelle Stanford from the Mullumbimby chamber and Susan Tsicalas from the 
Brunswick Valley Historical Society, photographed outside the Scout Hall last Friday, 19 
June. They were calling for the Scout Hall to be saved from demolition. Photo Jeff Dawson

Railway Station, the Signal-
man’s Cottage near the rail 
line, and the Mullumbimby 
Scout Hall) and we have been 
asking for action from Coun-
cil to look after them now for 
years,’ Paul Prior, President of 
the MCCC told The Echo.

‘It has taken them so long 
to assess, get grants, and 
actually take action on the 
Mullumbimby Scout Hall that 
by the time they did almost 
all the windows had been 
smashed and shuttered, and 
the site has sat so long, and 
been vulnerable to vandal-
ism, that it became too 
expensive to save and they 
voted to demolish it.’

The MCCC were asking 
Council not to demolish 
the Scout Hall but look at 
ways to save it including the 
possibility of moving it to the 
Mullumbimby Showground 
for a third rebirth. 

Not first fire
According to the secretary 

of the Brunswick Valley 
Historical Society, Susan Tsi-
calas, the top section of the 
Scout Hall was the original 
Mullumbimby Bowls Club. 
After it was first burnt, it was 
rebuilt and finally replaced 

in 1957 when the original 
clubhouse was moved to its 
current site as the first storey 
of the Scout Hall and the 
lower level was built in.

Dean Stanford, Acting 
Deputy Captain of Station 
388, told The Echo that it 
appears so far that it was a 
bin fire set alight at the front 
door of the ground floor that 
was the source of the fire.

‘The fire burnt part of the 
front of the building moving 
to the upper part of the build-
ing and the upstairs landing,’ 
explained Deputy Captain 
Stanford.

The fire crews were able 
to put the fire out before it 
was established inside the 
building.

‘There is some water and 
smoke damage inside. It is 
the two front doors, upstairs 
landing, and outside wall 
around them where the pri-
mary damage has occurred,’ 
he said. 

Scout Hall’s future?
The MCCC had been call-

ing for the Scout Hall to be 
renovated or moved to an 
alternative location rather 
than being demolished. They 
were also raising concerns 
over the risk to the oldest 

building in Mullumbimby, 
the Signalman’s Cottage, 
which they have been asking 
the Council to help them 
with leasing so that they can 
renovate it and provide it for 
community use. They have 
also been asking Council 
and state rail to take action 
to help preserve and rebuild 
the heritage Mullumbimby 
Railway Station that burnt 
down in 2024. 

‘Council need to take 
action immediately to 
preserve these buildings and 
get them working for the 
community again. The old 
Byron Rail Master’s Cottage 
was destroyed by fire in May 
this year and now the Scout 
Hall,’ Mr Prior pointed out.

‘The Mullum Scout Hall 
building is still in good 
condition with minor fire and 
water damage. Council need 
to get onto this immediately, 
get it cleaned up, secured 
and use it or move it. Leaving 
these buildings languishing 
and unused makes them 
vulnerable not only to 
squatters and vandalism 
but to losing them in fires as 
we’ve seen. They need to get 
moving so that we don’t lose 
any more heritage buildings 
in the town.’

Bangalow A&I Hall – how can it be improved?
Byron Shire Council is audit-
ing the Bangalow A&I Hall’s 
sound and lighting infra-
structure, and would like to 
hear from past and potential 
hirers about their experi-
ences in the hall, and ideas 
for future improvements.

In August 2025, councillors 
resolved to retire the Section 
355 governance (volunteer 
run) model and adopt a new 
management model of nine 
community halls, at Council’s 
cost.

‘With the A&I Hall now 

under direct Council man-
agement, we are reviewing 
existing equipment and 
infrastructure,’ said Council’s 
Marisa Snow.

Provide feedback on 
Council’s website at www.
byron.nsw.gov.au until 30 July.

	▶ Continued from page 1

Save the Mullum Scout Hall



www.echo.net.au June 24, 2026   The Byron Shire Echo   3

Local News

LIVE BAND
Bucking Bronco

Western BBQ
Best Dressed Prizes
Live & Silent Auctions

Byron Bay

Your dog or cat
need dental care,
just like you.

Dental CheckFREE

Unit 1 ,70 Centennial CCT, Byron Bay
T&C’s apply. Valid until 18.04.26

Book online or call 6685 6899

Brunswick Valley 
FUNERALS

Phone 6684 6232 
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Applications for $20,000 
grants for projects that 
empower women and girls 
are now open. 

The Northern Rivers Com-
munity Foundation’s (NRCF) 
Women’s Giving Circle have 
been funding grants since 
2022 for grassroots programs 
that create meaningful 
change for women and girls, 
helping to address inequality 
and disadvantage while build-
ing stronger, more connected 
communities. Since 2022 they 
have distributed more than 
$279,000 to 13 organisations 
across the Northern Rivers.

Grants can support new 
initiatives, existing programs 
looking to expand or adapt, or 
projects seeking to strengthen 
their evidence base. 

‘The empowering women 
and girls grant is one of the 
most tangible examples of 
local  women creating change 
in their own communities,’ 
said NRCF Community Impact 
Manager Kiri Dicker.

Applications close 2 July. 
For grant guidelines, webinar 
registration and application 
details, visit www.nrcf.org.au/
grants/empowering-women-
and-girls-grant.

With hard work and commitment, 12 students have completed a Certificate II in Horticulture with the support of the Byron 
Bay Herb Nursery. Photo Jeff Dawson

Break-ins leave Uniting Church volunteers struggling
The Uniting Church Op Shop 
and Church Hall in Mullum-
bimby have been broken into 
three times in the last few 
months with the television 
being repeatedly stolen, 
donated stock stolen, and 
general damage to the shop. 

Help always on offer
The Uniting Church opens 

the op shop every Saturday 
morning and provides a range 
of support to the local com-
munity throughout the week. 

‘The op shop is run by 
an amazing group, mostly 
women of a good age, who 
do so much to support our 
community.  Anyone who 
looks like they need help, 
they reach out and offer it, 
giving when they see need. 
The money they raise goes 
back into our community.  
During the 2022 flood 
recovery this little shop 
community did so much 
that went unseen by most of 
us,’ said Morag Wilson, who 

contacted The Echo about 
the break-ins. 

Disheartening
‘This last break-in is 

breaking their spirit and it 
will be our town’s loss if we 
lose them. Again the televi-
sion was stolen from the hall. 
This is used for the singalong 
at the Wednesday morning 
playgroup run by church 
members and hosting up 
to 40 families to meet and 
mingle as their little ones 

play. The television was 
also used for other group 
activities in the hall but 
now needs to be replaced 
for the fourth time. The op 
shop was trashed and stock 
stolen and wrecked. Days 
of work by the volunteers 
have been wasted. I have no 
idea who was responsible 
but hope you will all go in on 
Saturdays and let the ladies 
know you care, and keep 
supporting them so they can 
support us,’ Morag said.

The Byron Bay Herb 
Nursery continues to create 
constructive pathways 
to achievement with 12 
students from Byron Bay 
Herb Nursery’s disability 
support program recently 
graduating with a Certificate 
II in Horticulture.

The students completed 
their training through TAFE 
NSW Wollongbar, with the 
course delivered on site at 
the nursery with horticulture 
teachers Hugh Monk and 
Lisa Barnes. The training was 

tailored to support learners 
with a range of disabilities, 
enabling them to gain a 
formal qualification. 

Hard work and 
opportunities

‘The commitment and 
enthusiasm shown by these 
students has been outstand-
ing. It has been rewarding to 
see their skills, confidence 
and knowledge grow 
throughout the course. 

‘This qualification 

recognises the hard work 
they have put in and will help 
create new opportunities for 
their future,’ said Mr Monk.

Since 1992, Byron Bay 
Herb Nursery has been 
committed to creating 
meaningful employment 
opportunities for people 
with disability, combining 
practical workplace experi-
ence with opportunities 
for skills development and 
training. 

‘We are incredibly proud 
of our graduates and what 

they have achieved. Access 
to this training has allowed 
our employees to gain 
a nationally-recognised 
qualification while building 
confidence and independ-
ence. This collaboration 
shows what is possible when 
community organisations 
and education providers 
work together to create 
meaningful opportunities for 
people with disability,’ Dean 
McLeod, Open Employment 
Liaison Officer Byron Bay 
Herb Nursery, said. 

12 winners at Byron Bay Herb Nursery

LOOKING FOR AN 
ALTERNATIVE SOLUTION 

TO YOUR HEALTH?

BOOK A FREE 
DISCOVERY CALL TODAY

Visit releaf.com.au to book in today

Empowering women and girls
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David Lowe

T here’s been a happy 
ending to the saga of 
Jeff Sutton’s yacht 

Wyuna 1, which has been 
beached near Elements at 
North Belongil since early 
May, after being damaged in 
heavy weather.

Wyuna 1, ran aground on 
the beach at Byron Bay when 
the boom broke as Jeff was 
sailing the final leg to Tweed 
Heads of a three-and-a-half-
year sailing adventure.

When his boom broke he 
had to drop his anchor in the 
Bay. He went ashore to get 
supplies to repair the vessel, 
when heavy weather and 
rough seas blew up.

Rough seas ahead
‘I was away for a day 

and night, and the police 
contacted me at 7am to say 
it had run aground,’ he told 
The Echo at the time. 

It turned out that the 
boat’s anchor chain had 
broken.

After threats from the 
authorities to destroy the 
boat and heavily fine the 
owner, a GoFundMe cam-
paign raised almost $13,000, 
mostly from locals, to get the 

yacht moving again.
In the end it was a combi-

nation of an excavator on the 
beach to dig out the keel and 
push the yacht, combined 
with a powerful tugboat, 
that got the Wyuna 1 floating 
again. 

GoFundMe organiser 
Daniel Rawson reports that 
the yacht has now safely 
reached the Tweed River.

Joint effort pays 
off, thanks to 
community

Mr Rawson’s Saturday 
GoFundMe post offered ‘big 
thanks to everyone that was 
involved. Well done, that was 
some awesome community 
spirit coming together for our 
ocean brother, seafarer wild 

man Jeff Sutton!’
‘Big thanks to Matt Tree 

for all the efforts with the 
excavator, etc and finding 
that awesome tug. Steven 
for endless communication 
and keeping the grubber-
ment away, Dr Charles with 
the driving all over to get 
supplies and for his experi-
ence, Ben for his courageous 
line mission and looking 

out for Jeff endlessly… and 
to Travis who was up fixing 
the RIB boat engine until 
2am, and to all the donors 
and anyone else I haven’t 
mentioned yew!

‘The tug came down from 
Jacob’s Well on Friday and 
was scheduled to pull it out 
with the high tide, but lost 
the line, so they moored at 
Julian Rocks and waited for 
the morning high tide. 

‘The Byron Surf Life 
Saving Club aided in their 
inflatable pulling out the 
line to tug and off she went 
around 12pm (on Saturday).

‘Jeff ended up paying 
around $30k for the tug, plus 
rental and purchase of the 

supplies, excavator fuel, and 
also a big cost was to have 
the Arakwal kindly overlook 
the operation on Indigenous 
land.

‘Jeff isn’t a shipwrecked, 
maybe a little more broke, 
but overall and elated 
man!! If you feel to send him 
some donations to keep 
him going, he will surely be 
ever thankful to this awe-
some community!! He was 
saying, “it wouldn’t have 
happened anywhere else. 
This community has heart. 
The government didn’t get 
to chop her up, we won!! 
Thanks Byron!!”

‘Regards the Byron back-
yard salvage team!!’

Wyuna 1 freed from Belongil Beach after almost two months

Jeff Sutton’s yacht Wyuna 1 being towed back out to sea at Belongil. Photo supplied

Jeff with his stricken yacht Wyuna 1 after it was beached at 
Belongil, Byron Bay. Photo Raphael Cass

Helping business do business

40th year, is home to the 
Kalachakra Stupa for World 
Peace, blessed by the Dalai 
Lama and the only Buddhist 
stupa of its kind in the south-
ern hemisphere. The monks’ 
relationship with Australian 
communities spans over 
three decades.

‘The Gyuto Monks’ visits 
are some of the most special 

things we do,’ said Toby King, 
General Manager of Crystal 
Castle.

‘When they’re here, the 
whole place shifts, guests feel 
it the moment they walk in. 
To have them in residence for 
nearly three months, creating 
three sacred mandalas, is 
something truly wonderful.’

‘Our friendship with the 
Gyuto Monks has been part 

of the evolution of Crystal 
Castle for many years,’ says 
Naren King, founder of 
Crystal Castle.

‘Their presence, wisdom 
and chanting have helped 
shape some of the most 
meaningful moments in 
our history, including the 
creation and opening of the 
Kalachakra World Peace 
Stupa.

	▶ Continued from page 1

Join the Gyuto monks at Crystal Castle

Business NSW Northern 
Rivers is bringing four ses-
sions to provide business 
owners and operators with 
practical support, fresh 
perspectives and opportuni-
ties to learn from others who 
understand the realities of 
running a business in the 
region.

During workshops, The 
Business of Doing Business 
Series, participants will 
examine key areas of busi-
ness success, including strat-
egy, financial performance, 
customers, leadership and 
operational effectiveness. 
Each session combines 
practical insights, facilitated 
discussion and opportunities 
to connect with other busi-
ness owners from across the 

Northern Rivers.
‘Businesses across our 

region are navigating rising 
costs, workforce pressures, 
uncertainty and constant 
operational demands, often 
without the time or space 
to step back and focus on 
strategy and long-term 

direction,’ said Regional 
Director, Northern Rivers, 
Jane Laverty.

The sessions cover: 
Money, Numbers and Fund-
ing; Customers, Brand and 
Digital Content; and Enhanc-
ing Business Performance. 

Whether you’re looking to 
grow, improve performance, 
prepare for succession, 
build capability within your 
team, or simply gain fresh 
perspective from others 
facing similar challenges, The 
Business of Doing Business 
Series is designed to help you 
move forward with greater 
clarity and confidence.

Book tickets at: https://
events.humanitix.com/the-
business-of-doing-business-
series.

Local businesses getting 
support to succeed. 
Photo Business NSW
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Council backs $100,000 Easter 
coordinator despite budget concerns
Paul Bibby

Byron Shire Council has 
voted to spend $100,000 on 
coordinating Easter activities 
next year, despite unresolved 
questions about where the 
money will come from and 
growing concern over Coun-
cil’s financial position.

The decision follows the 
cancellation of the Byron 
Bay Bluesfest just weeks 
before Easter this year, which 
prompted an eleventh-hour 
effort by Council, local 
businesses and community 
groups to organise an 
impromptu program of live 
music and events across the 
Shire.

Supported by a $95,000 
NSW government grant, the 
Easter response included 
free bus services, traffic 
management, additional 
cleaning and a range of 
performances and activities 
at venues across Byron Bay, 
Brunswick Heads and other 
towns. The initiative was 
widely regarded as a success 
and drew strong community 
support.

At last week’s Council 
meeting, Mayor Sarah 
Ndiaye successfully argued 
that Council should invest 
in planning ahead for Easter 
2027 while the future of 
large-scale festival events 
in the region remains 
uncertain.

‘We know that this area 
has a long history of music, 
of songs, of bringing people 
together,’ Cr Ndiaye told 
councillors.

‘We’ve seen Splendour 
in the Grass, Falls Festival, 
Bluesfest, Mullum Festival. 
We nearly lost the Writers 
Festival.’

Cr Ndiaye said the funding 
would act as seed money to 
help coordinate businesses, 
venues, tourism operators 
and government agencies, 
and potentially attract addi-
tional grant funding.

Where will the 
money come from? 

However, the proposal 
exposed divisions around 
Council’s spending priorities 
at a time when it is forecast-
ing budget deficits and 
considering a special rate 
variation (see page 2).

A key point of contention 
was where the $100,000 
would come from.

Cr Ndiaye amended her 
motion to nominate paid 
parking revenue as the 
funding source, arguing 
that Easter visitation helped 
underpin parking income and 
broader economic activity.

Independent councillor 
Michael Lyon questioned 
that approach, saying paid 
parking revenue was already 
allocated under Council’s 
existing budget framework.

Council staff agreed, 
advising that any money 
redirected from parking 
revenue would require a cor-
responding reduction in other 
planned projects or works.

‘The consequence of that 
$100,000 will mean we’ll 
have to go back and revisit 
that, and take $100,000 
worth of work out,’ staff told 
the meeting.

The exchange prompted 
Cr Ndiaye to acknowledge 
she may have misunder-
stood earlier advice regard-
ing the availability of parking 
revenue.

Staff had also warned in 

the business papers that no 
funding source had been 
identified for the original 
proposal and that any addi-
tional expenditure would 
further worsen Council’s 
budget position. The report 
noted that Council is already 
forecasting a deficit of 
almost $490,000 in 2026-27.

Cr Lyon said he could not 
support the proposal while 
Council was grappling with 
its finances.

‘I can’t support this at 
the current time when we’re 
struggling for money and 
going to the rate rise situa-
tion,’ he said.

Deputy Mayor Jack Dods, 
who ultimately voted in 
favour, said he was ‘very 
reluctant’ to allocate addi-
tional money given Council’s 
financial challenges but 
believed this year’s Easter 
experience demonstrated 
the need for better planning.

‘I really understand how 
much good work was done 
this year, and how much was 
done on the fly, and the need 
to be able to replicate that,’ 
Cr Dods said.

The motion approved by 
councillors was scaled back 
from the original notice of 
motion, which had sought 
a total of $185,000 including 
funding for traffic control, 
street activations and 
additional cleaning. Instead, 
Council approved $100,000 
for a temporary coordinator 
role to help organise Easter 
2027 and pursue external 
funding opportunities.

The motion was carried 
5-4, with councillors Ndiaye, 
Hauge, Lowe and Warth 
voting in favour, and council-
lors Lyon, Kay, Dods and 
Swain voting against.

A night of ceramics, soup and chai 
Around 50 members of the 
Mullum Clay Workers will 
be coming together for their 
annual ‘ceramics, soup and 
chai night’ on Friday, 3 July 
next to the Old Drill Hall in 
Mullumbimby from 5pm to 
8.30pm. 

‘This massive com-
munity effort is bringing our 
members of the Mullum Clay 
Workers studio together to 
create a variety of stunning 
handmade ceramics vessels,’ 
said organiser Faith Avidor. 

‘The set up will transform 
our lovely area to host our 
passionate community and 
share a colourful display 
of freshly made cups and 
bowls, there will be plenty of 
space to browse, relax, and 

hang out on the night. Each 
purchase of a bowl or a cup 
will include complementary 
homemade soups or chai. 
You buy your cup or bowl full!’

There will be music, 
cakes, and other treats for 
sale and all the profits go to 
the ongoing upkeep of the 
studio and equipment.

Come and buy a bowl that comes full of chai or soup at 
Mullum Clay Works. Photo supplied
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As the temperature drops, remember to change your air conditioner from cooling
to heating - this can be done on your remote by pressing the Mode button until it
changes from the snowflake to the sun symbol. Still having trouble? Need a
maintenance to ensure your system is running at it’s best? Call us today!

IS YOUR AIR CONDITIONER READY FOR WINTER?

❄

It’s investors who are causing the housing shortage
Aslan Shand

F or years, people have 
been talking about how 
high house prices are, 

how you can’t get into the 
housing market without the 
bank of mum and dad. How 
it is virtually impossible to 
rent, save a mortgage, and 
then actually buy a property 
without placing yourself in 
housing stress. 

The cries for change have 
been ringing around Australia 
for many, many years as the 
younger generation have real-
ised that they can’t break into 
the housing market because 
the prices are too high. 

To be quite frank I have 
no idea how people manage 
to get loans for the prices of 
the houses they are buying. 
Whenever I talk to a mortgage 
lender there is no way I can 
afford a loan to buy an aver-
age house, valued between 
$1.1 and $2.1 million in Byron 
Shire. There is no way I am 
ever going to save $220,000, 
needed for a deposit for a 
house on the lower end of the 
market, on my wage – ever. 

We are in a distorted 
market, the proposed 
changes to the capital gains 
tax (CGT) and negative gear-
ing (NG) are looking to reform 
a market, that is currently 

weighted in favour of the 
wealthy, to provide a slightly 
more even playing field for 
people who have become 
locked out of the housing 
market since CGT and NG 
were introduced in 1999 by 
Howard and Costello. 

‘Currently, people who 
earn their income by working, 
pay more tax on average than 
those earning income from 
assets, like investment prop-
erties or shares. Put simply, 
there are more tax loopholes 
for those who get their 
income from assets,’ Matt 
Grudnoff, a senior economist 
at the Australia Institute 
said in his recent article for 
The Point. 

Immigrants not 
the problem

He says that in the pro-
posed Labor budget ‘There 
was a focus on cutting taxes 
for people who earn their 
income through wages and 
salaries, and young people 
are more likely to earn their 
income that way.’ 

‘We also need to under-
stand that the housing 
affordability crisis has not 
been caused by a shortage 
of supply. Immigration is not 
driving the problem.

‘Over the last ten years the 

population has increased by 
16 per cent but the number 
of homes has increased by 
19 per cent. The number of 
homes is growing faster than 
the population.

‘The problem is not the 
number of homes but who is 
buying them. Investors have 
been increasingly buying 
houses which has reduced 
home ownership rates.’

Local MP Justine Elliot told 
The Echo that in addition to 
the positive changes to the 
CGT and NG, Labor was also 
introducing ‘a new $250 tax 
cut for every worker, on top 
of our existing tax cuts and a 
new $1,000 instant tax deduc-
tion being introduced next 
financial year, an average 
Australian worker could ben-
efit by up to almost $3,000 by 
2028.’

‘The Liberals, Nationals 
and One Nation are desper-
ately defending a broken 
system. They offer anger but 
they don’t offer answers.

‘We’re focused on helping 
workers, first home buyers, 
and businesses, so more Aus-
tralians can earn more, keep 
more of what they earn, get 
into the housing market and 
get ahead,’ Justine said.

Leanne Minshull co-Chief 
Executive Officer of The Aus-
tralia Institute agrees, having 

stated that, ‘It is important to 
remember that despite how 
scary vested interests might 
make them out to be, these 
changes will help many more 
people than they hinder. If 
house prices flatten out lots 
of first home buyers will be 
able to get into the housing 
market. While a small number 
of wealthy people will pay a 
bit more tax.’

Dr Aruna Sathanapally, 
Grattan Institute CEO, points 
out that, ‘The system has 
leaned heavily on wage and 
salary income, so labour 
income, what you earn from 
having a job, while provid-
ing some really generous 
concessions to other forms of 
income. 

‘On housing, the impor-
tant impact of this isn’t nec-
essarily that it’ll bring down 
prices substantially. We don’t 
anticipate that it will. Treas-
ury anticipates a price impact 
of about two per cent. 

‘The real impact is in 
shifting the composition of 
who buys houses by making 
the tax treatment less 
preferential for investors and 
therefore tilting the balance 
a little bit more in favour of 
home buyers, so people who 
are buying a home to live in 
it. And so that’s what we can 
expect to happen over time.’
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100% Independent, 
local family owned
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GLOBAL RIPPLE OP SHOP
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Your donations make our charity projects possible. 
Deceased estates welcomed and dealt with respectfully.

57 Station St, Mullumbimby amended DA on public exhibition
Aslan Shand 

T he development application 
(DA 10.2025.212.1) for the 
carpark at 57 Station Street, 

Mullumbimby is now back on exhi-
bition for eight weeks from 22 June. 

In the covering letter Landcom 
have stated that, ‘There is no mate-
rial difference to the description of 
the development.’  

It said, ‘We believe that the 
amended application addressed 
Council’s concerns such that the 
application can be supported and 
recommended for approval to the 
Northern Regional Planning Panel’.

Overwhelming majority 
against DA

Following the previous lodge-
ment of the DA for the site Byron 
Council received 749 submissions 
with the vast majority against the 
development. The Echo’s estimate 
is that there were around 743 
against and six in favour. They also 
received a further 2,400+ signature 
petition against the development. 
There were several public meetings 
voicing community concern and 
opposition to the development at 
that site.

The community also identified 
significant faults with the DA that 
was submitted, not least its failure 

to identify, and in fact proposal to 
build over, a key sewer line that ran 
through the site. The DA did not 
facilitate essential access from the 
site for businesses on Burringbar 
Street, including The Other Joint 
and Pink Lotus, and had the poten-
tial to close down IGA due to the 
building’s impacts on deliveries in 
the narrow McGoughans Lane.

While councillors are regularly 
pointing out the increasing costs 
of trades, materials, and services, 
there has been no update to the 

estimated cost of $16.5 million for 
the project. A spokesperson for 
Council told The Echo that, ‘There 
is no requirement for the estimated 
cost to be revised as Council cannot 
reconsider the DA fees in instances 
like this.’

DA changes
Key changes include a boarding 

house on the lower level and the 
removal of one commercial prem-
ise and the reduction of units from 
32 to 28. 

The Mullumbimby Residents 
Association (MRA) has estimated 
there are 15 car spaces, two which 
will be reserved for Council, and 
four for commercial premises 
which leaves around 13 for the 
remaining 28 units and the board-
ing house. 

A pathway has been allocated 
along the southern boundary, 
over the sewer line, to provide rear 
access to shops, though the MRA 
have questioned how they calcu-
lated 3.69m which they point out 

should be a minimum of 4.15m.
A Council spokesperson told 

The Echo that there is a 3m setback 
to upper levels, however, the 
MRA have pointed out that ‘the 
scale and height of the previous 
plans have not been substantively 
altered and there is no material 
difference to the description of the 
development’.

Parking
Council have said that while 

the carpark will be lost they have 
‘always maintained that there 
will be parking improvements 
near the railway line behind the 
Council building, as well as on 
the corner of Arygle and Prince 
Street prior to the start of the 
development at 57 Station Street. 
This includes the provision of 
new public toilets. In the 2026/27 
budget there is funding for a 
parking study for Mullumbimby 
which will identify future public 
parking sites.’ 

Key questions are how will 
parking be ‘improved’? How much 
will that cost and where will the 
money come from to facilitate the 
new carparks and toilets? Council 
has so far not answered these 
questions. 

To find out more and respond 
to the modified DA go to: https://
datracker.byron.nsw.gov.au. 

Drawing of proposed 57 Station Street development by Byron Shire Council. Image Byron Shire Council DA

LECC find police failed in their duty 
in the death of Lindy Lucena
The Law Enforcement Con-
duct Commission’s (LECC) 
Operation Almas has criti-
cised the police response to 
the violent death of Ballina 
woman Lindy Lucena at the 
hands of her partner in 2023.

NSW Police Commissioner 

Mal Lanyon has opposed all 
recommendations made by 
the LECC aimed at improving 
police responses to incidents 
of domestic violence in future.

The LECC’s report is 
fiercely critical of the Com-
missioner’s submissions, 

describing them as 
‘misconceived’, ‘internally 
inconsistent’, ‘unfortunate’ 
and engaging in ‘their own 
form of hindsight bias’.

	■ Read full story in The Echo 
online: www.echo.net.au. 

Hans Lovejoy

Six units are proposed at 
the eastern end of New City 
Road, Mullumbimby, on a site 
that was inundated during 
the 2022 floods. 

Submitted by Duncan 
Band’s Kollective, Develop-
ment Application (DA) 
10.2026.269.1 at 73 New City 
Road is on public exhibition 
with Byron Shire Council, and 
sits within the Shire’s Flood 
Planning Area.

The estimated cost is 
$1,855,794.00.

The application’s flood 
assessment, prepared by 

Ingen Consulting, acknowl-
edges that the site carries 
flood hazard ratings ranging 
from low H1 to very high H4 
at the one-in-100-year flood 
event, with the highest hazard 
areas around the driveways 
and building surrounds.

More concerning is the 
Probable Maximum Flood 
(PMF) – the theoretical worst-
case flood event — which 
engineers calculate could 
reach 1.5 metres above the 
minimum floor height of the 
proposed dwellings. 

On page 34, the consult-
ant says given the location, 
a ‘Shelter In Place is not a 

suitable flood emergency 
response strategy for this site’.

The entire site lies within 
a Fill Exclusion Zone, which 
under Byron Shire’s develop-
ment controls is meant to 
prevent the displacement of 
flood storage. On page 6 of 
Ingen’s flood assessment it 
says that no flood modelling 
was conducted.

The application desig-
nates just one of the six 
dwellings as affordable. 

The DA is available at 
Byron Shire Council’s website.

	■ Read full story in The Echo 
online: www.echo.net.au.

Six dwellings proposed on flood-prone Mullum block
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When it comes to real estate, everyone can use an advocate
David Lowe

W ith 45 years com-
bined experience 
across both sales 

and property management, 
husband and wife team Mark 
and Michelle Errichiello have 
recently moved to the North-
ern Rivers and teamed up 
with Byron Property Search 
to provide advocacy services 
for people looking to buy or 
sell across the region.

The team behind Master 
Advocates started in Mel-
bourne, where they worked 
at Mark’s family’s real estate 
business. In 2007, Michelle 
lost her leg after a car came 
off the road and pinned her 
to a wall. She then became 
a record-breaking Australian 
Paralympian. After spending 
time at the AIS, in Canberra, 
Michelle and Mark had their 
first child, before deciding 
traditional real estate work 
wasn’t for them.

As Mark explains, ‘we 
started thinking creatively 
about the parts of the 
industry we were really pas-
sionate about, and that was 
the independent buyer and 
vendor advocacy work.’

And so Master Advocates 

was born, active across NSW, 
Victoria, and Queensland. 
Specialising in the Northern 
Rivers, the duo provide 
expert, independent advice, 
advocating for both buyers 
and sellers, although not in 
the same transaction! They 
are members of REBAA, 
Australia’s premier industry 
association for professional 
real estate buyers.

Managing the code of 
conduct correctly, and 
behaving ethically, is an 
important part of what they 
do, whether that means 
investigating investment 
opportunities, dealing with 
local regulations, choosing 
the perfect sales agent, 
explaining the potential 
rental market for a property, 
providing property manage-
ment advice, doing due 
diligence, or negotiating 
with architects, town plan-
ners, and trades.

Finding the perfect 
property

Despite the recent 
legislative changes around 
property and capital gains, 
and ongoing high interest 
rates, Mark and Michelle 

Errichiello aren’t seeing any 
signs of a market slowdown 
so far, but have noticed 
people are being more 
careful with their purchases, 
which is a good thing.

As Mark explains, ‘It will 
stack up over the long term if 
you’re buying the right prop-
erty to live in or the right 
property as an investment.’ 

He says this is all about 

foresight, strategy, and 
understanding each client’s 
long-term goals, as well as 
‘pointing them in the right 
direction with the right 
professionals and team, 
whether it’s legal or account-
ing or financial planning, it’s 
knowing when to bring in 
other experts to give them 
the advice they need.’

Having made the big 

move from the city them-
selves, Mark and Michelle 
understand that money is 
far from the only considera-
tion, with the community 
and culture of this region a 
big attraction for a young 
and growing family, as well 
as their connection with 
local buyer’s agent Michael 
Murray, from Byron Property 
Search.

As Michelle explains, ‘We 
wanted our daughters to be 
in an environment where 
they’re going to thrive, emo-
tionally and mentally. There 
was no work-life balance in 
Melbourne, and that’s not the 
environment that we wanted 
our girls to grow up in.

‘The community and 
natural environment here 
is beautiful. We’ve already 
met lovely families – it’s very 
nurturing and caring.’

Boutique service
In order to give each of 

their clients the attention to 
detail they pride themselves 
on, Mark and Michelle try not 
to advocate for more than 
five or six clients at a time.

Michelle is also hoping to 
find more time for her athlet-
ics, now that she doesn’t 

have to sit in traffic for hours 
every day.

Will she compete again? 
‘Never say never!’ She says 
sport has taught her you 
never know what’s around 
the corner, and to approach 
life without fear, supported 
by training and discipline.

The Errichiellos have 
both taken something of 
a leap into the unknown 
with their new professional 
direction, and so far it’s 
paying dividends for the 
whole family. Mark says he’s 
noticed improved ‘emotional 
grounding’ and balance in 
the Northern Rivers. ‘If you 
strengthen your emotional 
intelligence, you can go 
through any challenge,’ 
he said.

‘We love Melbourne, but 
this is our home now, and 
there’s a lot to appreciate. 
Coming through Covid with 
the kids in Melbourne, and 
then the hectic lifestyle 
that Michelle mentioned, it 
makes you appreciate the 
balance here, and the crea-
tive side as well.’

	■ You can learn more about 
Master Advocates at: www.
masteradvocates.com.au.

Michelle and Mark Errichiello are helping people buy and 
sell their properties across the Northern Rivers. 
Photo Jeff Dawson
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Facing the Tweed 
River in chapters
Tweed Shire Council is telling 
the story of how the Tweed 
community has rebuilt since 
the 2022 floods, further 
damage from the 2024 
floods, and Tropical Cyclone 
Alfred. Over seven weeks 
from June 19 to July 28, 
Tweed Council will release 
stand alone stories, of the 
people who lived it, built it 
and are still living in it. 

Lismore wants a 
safe, accessible and 
long-term home for 
the Hannah Cabinet
The Hannah Cabinet was 
created by Lismore master 
craftsman Geoff Hannah 
OAM over six-and-a-half 
years and is widely regarded 
as one of Australia’s 
most significant pieces of 
contemporary decorative 
furniture.

Putting their money 
where their mouth 
and conscience is
Climate action group Rising 
Tide say they disrupted 
business at Tweed City ANZ 
on Monday, as local long-
term customers withdraw 
their life savings from the 
bank.

Gambling harm 
recognised by 
Tweed Council, 
supported by 
Wesley Mission
Faith-based, not-for-profit 
organisation providing 
community services in 
NSW, Wesley Mission, has 
welcomed Tweed Shire 
Council’s decision to publicly 
recognise the impact 
of gambling harm and 
advocate for stronger harm-
minimisation measures.

Momentum hosts 
free skate workshop 
for girls and women
Whether you are stepping 
on a skateboard for the first 
time, sharpening your skills 
or getting ready to compete, 
a free school holiday 
workshop is being offered to 
all female skaters up to 25 
years.

New bus services 
for Tweed and 
Murwillumbah
From 29 June, 175 additional 
weekly bus services will 
be added to Tweed and 
Murwillumbah routes.

Expansion creep on farmland around Tweed Hospital opposed
Hans Lovejoy

R esidents are hold-
ing firm against a 
proposal to develop 

State Significant Farmland 
(SSF) near the Tweed Valley 
Hospital at Cudgen, after 
the Northern Regional 
Planning Panel (NRPP) held 
a public meeting on Friday, 
19 June around the Plan-
ning Proposal for Cudgen 
Connection.

The PP-2023-2669-
Cudgen Connection proposal 
is for a ‘health, education 
and community precinct’, 
including 225 ‘affordable 
dwellings’, with a $300m 
capital investment.

There are 34 documents 
around the proposal posted 
on www.planningportal.
nsw.gov.au.

Promises not to 
expand

The Echo previously 
reported, ‘When the hospital 
was proposed on SSF, the 
issue split the community, 
and when the hospital was 
approved and the site re-
zoned from SSF, both sides 
of the political spectrum 
gave “iron clad” promises 
that there would be no 
further development of 
or rezoning of SSF on the 
Cudgen plateau’.

Located at 741 Cudgen 
Road, the proposal is led by 
the Centuria Capital Group, 
an ASX-200 listed investment 
manager, in partnership with 

Digital Infratech. According 
to cudgenconnection.com, 
Centuria manages over $1.4 
billion in healthcare real 
estate across Australia and 
New Zealand and is the 
primary proponent. 

Digital Infratech is a mul-
tidisciplinary group covering 
technology, construction, 
property and infrastructure.

Council against
In may 2024, The Echo 

reported that six councillors 
voted to refuse the applica-
tion for gateway determina-
tion to be approved, with 
one in favour. 

Tweed Council staff rec-
ommended that it proceed.  

Despite the public, 
Council and state MP opposi-
tion, the proposal was given 
gateway determination by 
the NRPP just days after the 
Tweed Shire elections on 14 
September, 2024.

The Kingscliff Ratepayers 
and Progress Association 
(KRPA) have been vocal in 
its opposition, saying that 
they and other community 
associations ‘challenged 
the eleventh-hour change of 
heart on the viability of the 
proposed site as protected, 
SSF, asking the panel 
to closely consider this 
information’.

KRPA President Peter 
Newton told The Echo, ‘Our 
communities really need 
our state and federal elected 
representatives to stand with 
us in lobbying the NSW plan-
ning minister to honour the 
long-standing commitments 
to the Tweed community 
that no more protected SSF 
would be lost following the 
construction of the Tweed 
Valley Hospital’.

‘Given all the promises 
and guarantees, if the NSW 
Labor government approves 

the rezoning of this parcel 
of Cudgen SSF, it will be the 
ultimate betrayal of com-
munity trust.

‘Council clearly expressed 
at the public meeting the 
impact this developer-led 
proposal would have on our 
critical local and Shire infra-
structure should this proposal 
be approved and the resultant 
significant risk to the already 
planned and approved 
housing developments on 
appropriate zoned land.

Speculative 
‘There is no masterplan 

for this speculative proposal, 
no confirmed partnerships 
for the hospital and educa-
tion facilities, and so many 
outstanding issues raised by 
the community, NSW govern-
ment agencies and Council 
to be simply flicked to, and 
addressed at, the DA stage 
post a rezoning. 

‘It is not unreason-
able to suggest that if these 
significant matters can’t be 
resolved, the landowner 
will see a rezoning windfall 
and the community will only 
see the further loss of our 
protected SSF.

‘The changes sought 
to the LEP to allow this 
proposal to proceed, will see 
unconscionable Gold Coast-
style tower developments 
of up to 38m on the Cudgen 
Plateau’ Mr Newton added.  

SSF contested issue
The key contested issue, 

according to the proponent’s 
response to submissions 
(from December 2025) is the 
site’s SSF classification.

While the NSW Depart-
ment of Primary Industries 
raised concerns, the pro-
ponent argues site-specific 
fieldwork shows the 5.7ha 
block has negligible agricul-
tural capacity – contributing 
just 0.04 per cent of regional 
agricultural value – and that 
roughly 200ha of the broader 
mapped SSF area is already 
zoned urban.

The proponent contends 
the site rounds off an existing 
urban boundary between 
Tweed Valley Hospital and 
Cudgen village.

A flood impact assess-
ment was still pending at the 
time of submission.

Decision this week
The panel decision is 

expected to be made on 
Thursday or Friday this week.

Tweed keeps rate increase 
below rate of inflation
Tweed Shire Council says 
it has adopted one of the 
lowest rate increases in 
the cross-border region for 
2026/27, with the average 
household bill rising around 
3.6 per cent once all charges 
are counted. 

This is below the current 
annual rate of inflation of 4.2 
per cent.

Councillors recently 
voted to adopt a 3.1 per cent 
increase in general rates (the 
part of the bill that funds 
everyday services). 

Slight increases 
As there have also been 

slight increases in water, sew-
erage and waste charges, the 
actual change will vary from 
one property to the next.

Tweed Shire Mayor Chris 
Cherry says Tweed Shire 
Council have worked hard 
to strike a balance between 
affordability and maintaining 

services at a time when 
households continue to face 
cost-of-living pressures.

‘We know any increase 
is felt by our community, 
which is why we’ve kept this 
year’s rate increase as low as 
possible while still maintain-
ing the essential services 
people rely on every day,’ 
she said.

Several neighbouring 
councils have adopted higher 
general rate increases and a 
small number of NSW coun-
cils have been approved to 
go well beyond the standard 
range, some with double-
digit increases.

Qld not capped
The contrast is sharpest 

across the border. Queens-
land councils are not capped 
the way NSW councils are, 
and recent budgets there 
show increases of between 
5 and 10 per cent.

Tweed Valley Hospital during its construction. Photo supplied

E-bikes destroyed by police in Tweed
Thirty-five e-bikes that were 
seized during police opera-
tions near Tweed Heads have 
been destroyed, say police.

They say, ‘Over the past 
ten months, officers from the 
Tweed/Byron Police District 
have engaged with hundreds 
of e-bike riders as part of 
Operation Cyclesafe and 
Operation E-Voltage’.

‘During a number of 
operational deployments, 
a total of 35 e-bikes were 
seized by police.

‘Forfeiture orders for 
several of the bikes were 
subsequently sought and 
granted through the courts.

‘On Thursday, 21 May, 
the batteries were removed 
from the bikes and officers 
attended a waste facility 
where the seized e-bikes 
were destroyed.

Tweed/Byron Police 
District Inspector Matthew 
Woods said enforcement 
would continue.

‘Operations will continue 

to be undertaken by both 
uniformed and plain-clothes 
police targeting the illegal 
use of e-bikes,’ Insp Woods 
said.

‘The community is 
frustrated by the anti-social 
behaviour of a minority, 
and they continue to report 
incidents to police.

‘All information and 
intelligence received from 

the community is acted upon 
and greatly appreciated. This 
information has contributed 
to the seizure and destruc-
tion of these e-bikes.

‘The message is simple 
and clear: ride safely and in 
accordance with legislative 
guidelines, or risk losing your 
bike. A further 23 forfeiture 
applications remain before 
the court’, Insp Woods said.

North Coast News

A still from the police video showing the e-bikes being 
crushed. Photo supplied
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Local News

Each year Mullumbimby CWA 
supports the Cancer Council 
with a Biggest Morning Tea 
fundraiser. This year they 
decided to change things up 
a bit and have a soup lunch 
and raffles.

Three Mullumbimby High 
School students helped as 
waiters and one musical 
student played the piano 
to add some background 
music to the event. The CWA 
ladies cooked six different 
homemade soups for the 
fundraiser. There was a talk by 
a representative of the Cancer 
Council and raffles drawn 
were features of the event.

‘We gave $900 to the 
Cancer Council but, as many 
people missed this event and 

want to support it, interested 
people are welcome to give 
a donation to Mullumbimby 
CWA to be forwarded to the 

Cancer Council by calling 
President Sue Constable 
on 0409 841 675,’ said a 
spokesperson. 

The Getting of Wisdom
In a world where it seems all too easy to forget that the “A” in A.I. stands 
for artificial, Steiner education ensures and protects the development of 
authentic human intelligence via its arts-based curriculum. 

At Cape Byron Steiner School, we safeguard the development of 
genuine knowledge, of real wisdom, in our students through curiosity 
and creativity.

•  Storytelling, from puppetry in Kindergarten to Extension English in 
Class 12, allows narrative to ignite the child’s imagination 

•  Music, through choral singing, our strings program, orchestra, and 
ensemble, enlivens the capacity to listen to the other

•  Drama, be it the Class Play or HSC OnStage, enables creative 
expression, play and the exploration of being human 

•  Drawing, painting, clay work, woodwork and soft craft bring forth 
artistic expression of how each child sees and understands the world

Cape Byron Steiner School’s core value of curiosity can not be more 
important than in our world right now. Our curriculum ensures our 
young people have the capacity to meet their destiny with integrity, 
courage and genuine wisdom developed through creativity and curiosity.  

Further information: Call 02 6639 9300 or 
visit our website www.capebyronsteiner.nsw.edu.au

26-room Mullum seniors’ hostel on exhibition
Hans Lovejoy

A proposal to build a 
26-room seniors hostel in 
Mullumbimby is back on the 
table, after being rejected by 
Byron Shire Council (BSC) in 
December 2025. 

Owner Mike Norrie has 
now lodged a review request, 
backed by legal advice.

Development application 
(DA) 10.2025.304.2 is slated 
for 20 Jubilee Avenue, and 
proposes two hostel build-
ings on a 1,135-square-metre 
R2 residential block. The site 
sits directly opposite the high 
school, opposite the bowling 
club and swimming pool, 
and is a 450-metre walk from 
Mullumbimby town centre.

Council said no
According to a letter to 

Council by Norrie’s lawyers, 
McCartney Young of Ballina, 
Council refused the DA last 
year, citing multiple grounds. 
They include that the 
application lacked a flood 
impact assessment and a 
traffic impact assessment. 
It also found the DA failed 

to demonstrate the facility 
met the legal definition of 
a ‘hostel’ – which requires 
shared meals, laundry and 
cleaning facilities, plus a 
resident on-site manager.

Owner’s response
Norrie’s lawyers refute 

the refusal, and say the flood 
and traffic assessments were 
provided in response to a 
Council Request for Further 
Information on 31 October 
2025, weeks before the 
December refusal.

These documents do 
not appear on Council’s DA 
Tracker portal, raising ques-
tions about whether they 
were considered.

On the hostel definition, 
Norrie’s lawyers argue 
Council misread the SEPP 
(Housing) 2021 – which 
requires ‘meals, laundering, 
cleaning and other facilities 
are provided on a shared 
basis’, not the actual provi-
sion of meals. 

Along with Norrie’s review 
of determination, he has also 
offered Council a Voluntary 
Planning Agreement (VPA), 

which commits to dedicate a 
sewer easement (estimated 
at $154,014), the construction 
of 120 metres of footpath, 
and the provision of three 
public car spaces, all at no 
cost to Council or ratepayers.

Community housing 
provider, Social Futures, 
has written in support. They 
are in partnership with the 
landowner for the project. 
All 26 rooms are proposed as 
seniors housing. The review 
is before Council.

A contrast with 
Kollective DA

The Jubilee Avenue 
proposal stands in contrast 
to a separate DA currently 
on exhibition at 73 New City 
Road, where developer Kol-
lective is seeking approval 
for six dwellings on a flood-
prone site – with only one 
designated as affordable 
housing – see page 8. The 
Jubilee Avenue site sits 
above the Flood Planning 
Level, complies with all 
relevant planning controls 
and seeks no variations.

Byron Council signs MoU with Homes NSW
Paul Bibby

Byron Council has formally 
partnered with Homes NSW 
in a bid to accelerate social 
and affordable housing pro-
jects across the Shire, with 
the former Mullumbimby 
Hospital site identified as a 
key priority.

Councillors unanimously 
endorsed a three-year mem-
orandum of understanding 
(MoU) between Council and 
Homes NSW at last week’s 
meeting, establishing a 
framework for collaboration 
on housing projects and 
redevelopment opportuni-
ties across Byron Shire.

The agreement identifies 
two initial priority areas: the 
former Mullumbimby Hos-
pital site and the renewal of 
existing Homes NSW housing 
sites across the Shire, includ-
ing sites near town centres 
such as Byron Bay.

Speaking in support of 
the proposal, Mayor Sarah 
Ndiaye said the partnership 
reflected the scale of the 
housing crisis facing the 
region.

‘At the moment we have 
245 people counted sleeping 
rough. We have a declared 
housing crisis. We’re second 
only to the City of Sydney in 
a community a fraction of 
that size,’ she said.

‘There’s nothing abstract 
about a housing crisis. 

These are our neighbours 
and people that we know 
in housing stress, students 
that have had to move house 
multiple times, people that 
feel they have to go back to 
violent relationships because 
they don’t have anywhere 
else to go.’

Ms Ndiaye said Byron’s 
rental vacancy rate remained 
below one per cent while 
social housing accounted 
for just 1.8 per cent of local 
housing stock.

She said Council was 
already spending around 
$700,000 each year on home-
lessness-related services.

‘We can’t fix this alone,’ 
she said.

‘I’ve always felt that this 
is the role of the state to 
deliver housing, and we 
have the opportunity here to 
partner with them, not just 
on this project, but on many 
projects.’

The mayor said she had 
recently met with Homes 
NSW chief executive Rebecca 
Pinkstone and described the 
discussions as productive.

While acknowledging that 
some community members 
had advocated for the former 
hospital site to become 
entirely social housing, Ms 
Ndiaye suggested a more 
mixed outcome was likely.

‘The idea that we’ll get 
100 per cent social housing I 
also don’t think is a realistic 

outcome, but wow, we 
can get something really 
amazing on that site and on 
the other sites if we work 
together and keep focused 
on delivering on that goal,’ 
she said.

Greens councillor Elia 
Hauge welcomed the agree-
ment but noted it had taken 
time to reach this point.

‘The provision of public 
and social housing is the 
state’s responsibility. It’s 
not ours, although we are 
increasingly taking on that 
responsibility as they have 
not within our Shire, and 
this MoU is a step in the right 
direction to redistributing 
that load,’ Cr Hauge said.

The MoU states that 
Council and Homes NSW will 
work together to identify and 
progress housing projects, 
support urban renewal and 
increase social housing 
supply. However, the docu-
ment is not legally binding 
and does not commit 
either party to specific 
developments or funding 
arrangements.

The agreement comes 
as Council and Homes NSW 
continue discussions about 
the future of the former 
Mullumbimby Hospital site, 
with community interest 
remaining high over how the 
strategically located land will 
ultimately be redeveloped.

Mullumbimby High School students with representative of 
the Cancer Council. Photo David Bradbury

Ballina big band back with a blast
The Ballina Concert Band 
will perform a fun-packed 
set of jazz, blues and New 
Orleans favourites at a free 
gig at the Cherry Street 
Sports Club in Ballina, this 
Sunday, 28 June, from 
2pm to 3pm. ‘People can 
dance or just sit back and 
let the music envelop 
them,’ says Musical 
Director Laurie Green. 
Photo Miranda Burne

Mullum CWA raises $900 for Cancer Council
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No man is an island
W hat is it with billionaires 

and islands? Donald 
Trump wants to resur-

rect the notorious prison island of 
Alcatraz to house ‘America’s most 
ruthless and violent offenders’. Per-
haps subconsciously he is preparing 
his future island residence.  The 
sordid Epstein network is divided 
into those who did and did not travel 
to Epstein Island where, undoubt-
edly, heinous crimes occurred. 

It’s as if they think by acting out 
the darkest parts of their psyche on 
an outcrop of land surrounded by 
water they will be absolved of their 
sins. What happens on the island 
stays on the island. But no man is an 
island. Thank you, John Donne. 

Now Jared Kushner and Ivanka 
Trump want Albania’s Sazen Island 
and protected Vjosa-Narta coastal 
wetlands for a multibillion-dollar 
luxury development. Sazen Island 
is a highly ecologically sensitive 
wetland, home to rare Mediter-
ranean monk seals, sea turtles, and 
flamingos. 

In what’s being called the 
‘flamingo revolution’, hundreds 
of thousands of caring Albanians 
have been rallying in the streets for 
weeks to protest the corrupt and 
fraudulent processes surrounding 
the development. Albania’s prime 
minister is staunchly defending it, 
stating it’s ‘the largest investment in 
the country’s history’. 

When you’re mainlining money, 
the will of the people and nature are 
clearly disposable. 

On our shores at the recent 
‘National Bush Summit’ in Towns-
ville, Australia’s richest billionaire, 
Gina Rinehart, proposed that islands 
off Queensland’s coast, gateway 
to the world heritage Great Barrier 
Reef, be given to Elon Musk, the 
world’s first n n        g and dying      
warming ocean.

It’s no coincidence the Hancock 
Prospecting-funded summit took 
place in tropical Townsville and 
had naught to do with the ‘bush’. 
Townsville is known as the ‘fortress 
city’ because it’s a military hub hous-
ing major Australian Defence Force 
capability. 

Rinehart’s vision is to re-
invigorate the region by giving free 

land to Israeli military weapons 
manufacturing corporations so they 
can build advanced war drones to 
sell back to us.

Incidentally, while Rinehart 
was droning on, a new study from 
Hebrew University found 15 per 
cent of drinking water wells and 
70 per cent of water sources used 
for agriculture in Israel are now 
contaminated with PFAS ‘forever 
chemicals’. 

PFAS-laden dust from years 
of intense bombing of Gaza and 
Lebanon is blowing back across 
agricultural lands and local produce 
like potatoes are turning up with 
forever chemicals. Sadly, you reap 
what you sow.

At the end of her summit, Rine-
hart summoned Pauline Hanson 
to the stage with ‘hurry hurry’ like 
the angry blackboard from Mr 
Squiggle. She urged the audience 
to follow her childish ‘grrrrrrr’ and 
‘brrrrooooowarrrr’ noises as an 
orange toy bulldozer was presented 
to Hanson.

The none too subtle idea is for 
Pauline to become Gina’s ‘orange 
bulldozer’, a la Musk and his bejew-
elled chainsaw, to cut a swathe 
through government and anything 
preventing her from making more 
billions.

Money doesn’t buy original ideas, 
but it can buy you the One Nation 
political party as a mouthpiece to 
launder the now familiar sounding 
extreme ideas of Autocracy Inc. 
sweeping the world. 

Hanson used her first address to 
the National Press Club to air her 
‘monocultural’ vision for Australia. 
By this she means total assimilation 
of immigrants, English as the only 
language, one rule of law and a 
rejection of multiculturalism and 
First Nations people.

A funny meme on socials shows 
a guy sorting through his piles 

of exotic cookbooks to work out 
which ones would be banned under 
monoculturalism. He ends up with 
a 1968 edition of a Margaret Fulton 
and a CWA cookbook. Meat and 
three veg restaurants only folks. And 
it’s eggplant, not aubergine. Speak 
English!

Even a basic grasp of biology 
shows how monocultures quickly 
fail. They succumb to disease and 
degradation because strength is 
built on diversity and interconnect-
edness, not sameness and isolation. 
It’s just how nature works.  

While there is significant voter 
dissatisfaction with major parties, 
much of Pauline Hanson’s One 
Nation’s (PHON) meteoric rise is 
being whipped up by AI-generated 
Facebook bots targeting Australians 
with pro-Hanson content. 

According to Alex Fein in an opin-
ion piece in The Point, it’s time to call 
it what it is: foreign interference in 
elections.

She says: ‘This transnational 
project seeks to neuter government 
in order to prevent fair taxation and 
any regulation that would interfere 
with wealth accumulation. And its 
principals have been open about 
wanting franchises everywhere.’ 

Strap in. It seems Australia has 
been plugged into this enterprise via 
PHON.

Unlike billionaires with their dark 
island fantasies, the rest of us must 
strive to become what author Mar-
garet Wheatley describes as ‘islands 
of sanity’ and dedicate ourselves to 
restoring the threads of humanity 
that make the human spirit what 
it is – generosity, kindness, and 
creativity.

	■ Jo Immig is a former advisor to 
the NSW Legislative Council and 
coordinator of the National Toxics 
Network. She’s currently a freelance 
writer and researcher.

Could you be a better councillor?

I had the opportunity to speak 
to the NSW Reconstruction 
Authority (NSW RA) last month. 

One of the matters I brought up was 
the proposed 57 Station Street, Mul-
lumbimby development. It was clear 
that the only ‘community feedback’ 
they would be listening to supported 
housing development on that site. 

They recognised the community 
had identified significant issues and 
failures with the Landcom develop-
ment application (DA). They would 
‘address’ the fact that a key sewer line 
on the site had been overlooked. They 
might consider ‘bulk and scale’, and 
that closing rear access behind local 
shops would destroy their businesses 
– they would look at ways to improve 
the development. But they would 
not look at the core issue of ‘do the 
community want this site developed 
for housing’. 

Neither Byron Shire Council (BSC), 
nor NSW RA, have any intention 
of listening to the 97 per cent of 
community feedback that wants the 
carpark to remain at that site and do 
not want it developed as housing. The 
councillors, all elected saying that we 
need more housing, will not change 
their minds.

While it’s a given that we ‘need 
more cheap housing’ there is a height-
ened level of debate in the community 
about how we best support people 
who need access to housing. For poor 
people, it can never be cheap enough, 
but the region also attracts people 
who want high-quality, innovative, 
sustainable, and expensive housing.

The two retirement living proposals, 
next to the Beach Hotel and on Butler 
Street, won’t support high-care needs 
to end of life. For that people will need 
to move to a nursing home. As the 
NNSW Nurses and Midwives Union 
have pointed out in a letter on page 13, 
there are not enough places for people 
to move to locally if they require that 
level of support as they age. 

Locals are frustrated, because the 
old Mullumbimby Hospital site that 
they have been proposing for afford-
able housing, social housing, and 

retirement housing would link into the 
adjacent Coolamon aged care facility. 

Yes, it’s a positive that BSC is sign-
ing an memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) (page 11) to develop the 
hospital site, and other sites around 
the Shire (including 57 Station Street) 
for housing, but how does the com-
munity get BSC and NSW RA to listen. 
Listen not to just what they want to 
listen to but to community concerns 
and suggestions over where they want 
housing, carparks, and green spaces 
(that’s right we shouldn’t just turn 
every green space into housing and 
carparks)? 

Can the community be trusted 
to make a good decision, or will the 
loudest local voices just oppose 
high-density housing whenever it’s 
proposed next to them? Does BSC 
and NSW RA really have to just ignore 
community views and ‘get it done’? 
That seems to be the attitude.

The community doesn’t need 
‘Greens’ at the next Council elec-
tions, nor ‘independent’ councillors 
like the current group, nor ‘Labor’ 
people – but people across the Shire 
who are willing to stand up and have 
a nuanced conversation about what 
the community needs, and how 
the community wants their spaces 
developed. It needs people willing 
to get involved, and in two years 
run on a clear platform for making 
a difference at a local level for their 
community.

It is no easy job, there will always 
be criticism, tough decisions, fraught 
relationships, endless bureaucratic 
Council agendas to read and disa-
greements between Council staff’s 
suggestions and community wishes. 
Shaping the community you want is 
what brought the alternatives out of 
the hills and into action with the local 
political group United Shire in the 
1980s. The question is, who is willing 
today to take action in this local 
community to drive the conversation 
forward in a way that ensures we have 
the future community that people still 
want to be part of?

Aslan Shand, editor
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Gina Rinehart, proposed that 
islands off Queensland’s coast, 

gateway to the world heritage Great 
Barrier Reef, be given to Elon Musk.

– Jo Immig
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Mullum water 
supply, a new twist
Debates on the future of 
Mullumbimby’s water supply 
took a new twist at Council’s 
meeting on 18 June. 

The latest consultant’s 
report clearly shows that 
Lavertys Gap Weir can supply 
Mullum’s water demand at 
least 85 per cent of the time, 
accounting for both droughts 
and floods, and for future 
climate change. 

Indeed, study of Wilsons 
Creek flow at the weir 
demonstrates that, over the 
past ten years, there was 
adequate water on 98 per 
cent of days, and since Octo-
ber 2021, there have been no 
days with a creek flow less 
than Mullum’s demand. 

A majority of councillors 
therefore voted for a further 
investigation (of costs and 
environmental and social 
impacts) into the ‘hybrid’ 
scheme in which the whole of 
Mullum would be supplied by 
Lavertys Gap Weir, reliably, 
for 85 per cent of the time.  

A new replacement water 
treatment plant would be 
needed, close to the weir, to 
feed the town by gravity.  

Whenever this supply 
is inadequate, it would be 
supplemented by the new 
emergency pipeline from 
Rous, which was completed 
last year.

The debate about Mul-
lum’s water has ebbed and 
flowed over the past six 
years.  This latest step sug-
gests another welcome way 
forward in which the local, 
100-year-old source can 
continue to make a major, 
cost-effective contribution 
to Byron Shire’s water needs, 
possibly for another century.

Ben Fawcett
Wilsons Creek

Aged care
The Byron Central Hospital 
(BCH) branch of the NSW 
Nurses and Midwives Asso-
ciation (NSWNMA) would like 
to express our grave concerns 
regarding the delineation 
of plans by developer D. D. 
Resort Living in the article, 
‘Are retirement villages what 
Byron Bay needs?’ (Echo page 
1, 17 June).

While the branch recog-
nises that housing options 
for older Australian are 
important, we believe that 
this development will have 
a detrimental effect on the 

fabric of the Byron Bay com-
munity, adding an additional 
cohort of older people to 
an already fragile aged care 
environment in a small 
country town, and added 
pressure to health services 
already under immense 
strain. Currently, there are 
not enough residential aged 
care facility (RACF) beds in 
the Byron Shire, let alone 
throughout Australia. To 
this end, the Northern NSW 
Local Health District (LHD) 
has recently opened 20 Care 
Awaiting Placement beds at 
Byron Central Hospital for 
people in the LHD awaiting 
RACF accommodation or 
care packages. 

To approve this develop-
ment, when the developer 
clearly states that there 
is no intention to supply 
a transition to residential 
aged care on site, would be, 
at the least, misguided and 
will potentially place far 
greater stressors on already 
overstretched acute and 
aged care services in the 
Byron Shire. Without cor-
responding investment in 
RAFC infrastructure, devel-
opments targeting older 
residents risk increasing 
health service demands. 

Planning decisions need 
to have commensurate con-
sideration of these issues.

Liz McCall, BCH NSWNMA 
branch president

Cherie Mincham, BCH 
NSWNMA branch secretary

NT Intervention
I refer to the NT Intervention 
article, Echo page 4, 17 June.

Recent events in the 
Northern Territory (NT) 

would tend to indicate that 
the assessments, issues 
and conclusions identified 
by Mal Brough in 2007 were 
substantially accurate.

Likewise, the abandon-
ment of quarantining welfare 
payments, to exclude alcohol 
and gambling, had the 
expected results of increas-
ing domestic violence, 
drunkenness and gratuitous 
crime within the NT. 

The recent situation, 
unfortunately exposed to the 
world, is totally unaccepta-
ble and Australia would be 
better placed listening to the 
voice of reason from Senator 
Price to bring some clarity 
and finality to the issues.

Tim Harrington
Lennox Head

Consultation lacking 
with rail trail 
Byron Shire Council is pursu-
ing an unfunded on-formation 
bike trail, risking significant 
ratepayer liability for ongoing 
maintenance, while disre-
garding advanced plans for a 
commuter rail service. 

The mayor has repeatedly 
stated they have explored 
all options related to the 
Multi-Use Rail Corridor, 
but have never conferred 
with Northern Rivers Rail 
Ltd (NRRL), with Council 
blocking attempts to utilise 
the corridor for broader 
community transit, with their 
singular focus on tourism-
driven bicycle infrastructure. 

No community consulta-
tion has been done by either 
Byron or Lismore councils to 
ascertain whether a single 
bike path is preferred by 
their constituents over a 
combination of a regular rail 
service and a recreational 
bike/walking path together.

They have not supported 
the findings of the Byron 
Shire Council-commissioned 
$230,000 Arcadis Report 
from 2019 that stated the 
best outcome financially is to 
have both rail and trail.

An independent survey, 
just completed by ex-Byron 
Shire councillor, Cate Coorey, 
has found virtually the same 
outcomes (84 per cent) as our 
NRRL survey, which found 
that 85 per cent of those 
surveyed want the return of 
train services to our region.

NRRL and Northern 
Regional Railway Company 
(NRRC), are very advanced at 
obtaining a licence for the 72 
km of rail corridor between 
Lismore and the border of 
Byron and Tweed shires. 
We are at a point of seeking 
investments and grants to 
extend the environmentally-
friendly train service from the 
current 3km journey of the 
world’s first Byron Solar Train.

We strongly suggest that 
councillors have a duty to 
represent the collective inter-
ests of all residents, and that 
they are breaching Section 
232 of the NSW Local Govern-
ment Act 1993 by supporting 
just a single-issue ‘rail trail’ 
advocacy group. 

Despite the recent rejec-
tion of their $42 million grant 
application, councillors 
continue to push forward 
with a standalone ‘Rail Trail 
Masterplan’ rather than a 
balanced transport explora-
tion strategy. The railway 
project will provide many 
jobs and much greater eco-
nomic and environmental 
benefits for the region.

Lydia Kindred 
NRRL director/secretary

Booyong Abattoir I
We strongly believe that the 
disturbing Booyong Abattoir 
is a blight on Byron Shire.

The health and wellbeing 
of the local Booyong commu-
nity should be paramount.

The abattoir is clearly not 
sustainable: not environmen-
tally, culturally nor ethically.

The vibrant Booyong 
community with many pre-
cious and unique attributes 
includes the beautiful 
Booyong Nature Reserve, 
an irreplaceable remnant of 
the Big Scrub rainforest. This 
is an ecologically sensitive 
place and waterway, a mere 
600 metres from the abattoir. 

Unbelievable. Shocking.
It is totally unacceptable 

that the local Booyong 
community and Byron Shire 
suffer the deeply unhealthy 
menace and terrible noise of 
triple-decker large transport 
trucks, with screaming and 
distressed pigs, barrelling 
down from SE Queensland – 
every day and every night for 
365 days per year. The abat-
toir kills more than 260,000 
pigs per year. 

We cannot imagine what 
living adjacent to this facility 
would be like.

	▶ Continued on page 14

Ray
Towers

RUGS & VINYLS
CARPETS

Towers Drive, Mullumbimby 
PH 6684 2467 

raytowerscarpets.com.au
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‘Pauline says she represents “everyday Aussies” who are 
career politicians getting gifted a plane from a billionaire’ 
– The Chaser. Image Alain Raymond
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Letters edited for length will be able to be read in full (if a 
reasonable length) online at: www.echo.net.au/letters.
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As long-time Byron 
residents, we witnessed 
the horror and painful lived 
experience that the abattoir 
operation imposes on resi-
dents, who are bearing the 
burden of this animal factory.

The current Booyong 
Abattoir DA requests Council 
approve expanding its opera-
tion, truck movements and 
killing capacity. The abattoir 
must be shut down rather 
than expanded.

Professor Baden Offord AO, 
Christopher Macfarlane  

and John Ryan
North Fremantle, WA

Booyong Abattoir II
The ongoing discussion 
surrounding the Booyong 
Abattoir is about more than a 
single DA application. 

It raises broader questions 
about how regional commu-
nities balance industry, infra-
structure, animal welfare, 
and residents’ quality of life.

Thousands of pigs are 
transported to the facility 
each week, with heavy 
vehicle movements occurring 
day and night on small local 
roads. Residents have raised 
concerns around noise, 
odour, road damage, and 
increasing industrial intensity 
in what has historically been 
a quiet rural area.

There is also an important 

welfare conversation that 
deserves more public aware-
ness. Many pigs travel hours 
in extreme heat and stressful 
conditions before reaching 
processing facilities, and 
sadly some do not survive 
the journey.

Late last year I began 
‘Pedal for Pigs’, cycling to 
raise awareness around 
long-distance livestock trans-
port and asking a simple 
question: how can we do this 
better for animals, farmers, 
workers, and communities 
alike?

This is not about attacking 
farming or regional jobs. It is 
about encouraging transpar-
ency, accountability, and 
better long-term planning as 
these industries continue to 
grow.

Sean Houlahan 
Houlahan Farm,

Booyong

Retiring on HEV
The Echo article on 17 June 
regarding the Oasis ‘retire-
ment lifestyle’ development 
– with sites on Butler St and 
Bay St – raises the issue of 
the abuse of the Housing 
SEPP (State Environmental 
Planning Policy). 

The SEPP provides impor-
tant planning concessions 
to encourage the delivery 
of genuine seniors housing 
that meets an identified 

community need. 
Those concessions can 

include increased density 
and floor space, more flexible 
setbacks, modified height 
and design controls, reduced 
parking requirements and 
a streamlined planning 
pathway.

These provisions should 
not be used to facilitate a 
high-density luxury lifestyle 
development on environ-
mentally constrained land.

Almost the whole site is 
mapped as High Environ-
mental Value (HEV) vegeta-
tion and it is surrounded by 
koala habitat. 

The Oasis development 
seeks to inflict an inappro-
priate development on one 
of the most environmentally 
constrained sites in Byron 
Bay – it is in a flood zone 

and Belongil Creek flows 
through it. 

The site is currently the 
Glen Villa Caravan Park, which 
has around 35 small cabins on 
it, and some camping sites. 

Putting 198 apartments on 
the site is overkill – particu-
larly of the environment. 

There is a significant 
disconnect between the 
project’s ecological narra-
tive and its actual physical 
footprint and engineering 
requirements. 

The Butler Street proposal 
is heavily branding itself as a 
‘forest ecosystem’ and ‘living 
with nature’, yet the develop-
ment involves an extensive 
excavation into Class 2 Acid 
Sulfate soils to create a very 
large basement car park with 
485 parking spaces on site. 

The traffic impacts associ-
ated with that and the urban 
intensification adjacent to 
a sensitive wetland system 
cannot be allowed.

Another concern is the 
Bay Street component of this 
development, which appears 
to be a vague ‘lifestyle’ 
adjunct to the Butler Street 
housing project but the plan-
ning relationship between 
them is not clear.

What is to prevent this 
part of the development – 
some kind of wellness centre 
with a rooftop bar – from 
being converted in the future 
into a standalone commer-
cial hospitality or entertain-
ment venue? 

These two sites – 500 
metres apart – should not be 
treated as one development. 
They are different beasts. 

I urge you to take a close 
look at this ‘eco-lifestyle’ 
development and express 
your concerns to Council.

Cate Coorey
[Former councillor]

Byron Bay

Oil supplies 
They’re playing with our lives 
when they’re making wars in 
the Middle East. 

After Trump’s so-called 
peace announcement, there 
was no immediate resump-
tion in oil tanker traffic 
through the Strait of Hormuz. 

On the contrary, it will 
take months to clear the 

mines from the strait, 
months to repressurise oil 
fields and months to conduct 
repairs to the damaged 
refineries, before gradually 
restarting them, then the 
long transport times.

The shortfalls in oil supply 
have been made up by taking 
from America’s Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve, which is 
rapidly diminishing. The I.E.A. 
target of September for ‘mini-
mum operational storage 
levels’ is rapidly approaching.

Although you may be con-
cerned about the genocide 
taking place in the Middle 
East, that doesn’t actually 
affect us, but stopping the oil 
supply will affect us.

As for the fertiliser supply, 
that’s a very low priority for 
resumption and remember, 
global food production 
is proportional to global 
fertiliser supply and one third 
of the world’s urea has been 
removed.

The peace deal will not 
avert the crisis coming later 
this year. And what exactly 
was gained from all this: US 
gas exports increased.

Peter Olson
Goonengerry

Iran: honest, sincere
When Israel and the US 
launched their illegal, unpro-
voked aggression against 
Iran at the end of February, 
they unintentionally handed 
the Islamic Republic an 
unprecedented opportunity 
of extraordinary proportions. 
Nowhere in the annals of 
history has an asymmetric 
conflict resulted in such a 
stark outcome so suddenly 
and so decisively.

The contrast between the 
US/Israeli approach of brute 
force and the Iranian strategy 
of patience could not be 
more explicit, the Iranian side 
enjoys all the advantages the 
other side lacks, from hon-
esty, sincerity and integrity to 
dignity, humility and human-
ity, from courage, diligence 
and resilience to foresight, 
empathy and wisdom.

In an interview with jour-
nalist Max Blumenthal, an 
Iranian official explained how 
their disavowal of nuclear 
weapons was not just moral, 
ethical and religious, it was 
also strategic. 

He pointed out that Iran 
possessed something more 
powerful than a nuclear 
weapon, namely the Strait 
of Hormuz, the jugular vein 
for the lifeblood of the global 
economy.

By attacking Iran, the US 
and Israel actualised the 
potential power of Iran’s 
inherent geography, it played 
directly into Iran’s greatest 
strength and exposed the 
West’s greatest weakness, 
namely its dependence on 

Saudi Arabian and Persian 
Gulf oil and gas.

The victors of any war 
write the terms of settlement 
and it’s obvious that Iran 
wrote the terms of the MoU 
signed by Trump, because 
every one of the 14 points 
benefits Iran and not one of 
those points benefits Israel or 
the United States. 

John Scrivener 
Main Arm 

Sustainable 
infrastructure
I attended the last Byron 
Council meeting – thanks to 
the community members 
who were able to come. 

The frustration is appar-
ent. Legislation protects the 
communities affected by 
poor governance. 

Unfortunately, we 
continue to have lack of func-
tioning infrastructure with 
community continuing to be 
affected [by more develop-
ment].  Council are required 
by law to have in place the 
necessary infrastructure prior 
to development. 

General manager Mark 
Arnold and senior staff 
member Phil Holloway 
have been asked to provide 
answers to why this has been 
allowed to happen, while 
continuing to pass DAs. 

I asked why this legisla-
tion and facts have not been 
provided to L&A courts. 

 What we have is unac-
ceptable. Bayside and the 
rest of the Shire have been 
inundated with complaints 
about infrastructure lack of 
maintenance (for decades). 

I reminded our elected 
officials that when we come 
to chambers, we are asking 
them and alerting them of 
their obligations to serve our 
community. 

The new policy of stream-
lining development certainly 
holds to legislation. 

When emailing the Office 
for Local Government, I will 
be alerting them to the huge 
lack of funding, leading to 
the unsustainable situation 
facing Byron Shire. 

There definitely has to 
be an independent audit, as 
Byron Shire Council’s budget 
is confusing, and not meant 
for us to follow clearly. 

Why are we complaining 
about sewage overflows and 
the lack of maintaining the 
infrastructure necessary for 
our communities? 

The need for a morato-
rium on any development is 
to protect what we have left 
until we can afford to build 
suitable and sustainable 
infrastructure. 

Annie Radermacher
Brunswick Heads 

	▶ More letters online: 
www.echo.net.au/letters.

	▶ Continued from page 13

Cartoon by Raoul
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This year’s Byron Writers 
Festival is a first-look 
destination, with several of 
Australia’s most anticipated 
new books arriving at the 
festival before the ink has 
barely dried. From forensic 
political analysis to fiction 
that quietly breaks your 
heart, this is a program for 
readers who want to be first.

Richard Flanagan, the only author ever 
to have won both the Booker Prize and 
the Baillie Gifford Prize, brings Heresies, 
a dazzling collection of essays, articles 
and speeches spanning 20 years. From 
Manus to MONA, from the destruction of 
the natural world to the hope offered by 
Indigenous Australia, from Salman Rushdie 
to the Segal Report, Flanagan’s non-fiction 
carries his trademark elegance, subversive 
wit and humanity. A showcase of heretical 

brilliance that speaks directly to our times.
Meg Mason returns to Byron Writers 

Festival with Sophie, Standing There, her 
follow-up to Sorrow and Bliss, the novel 
that became a global phenomenon and 
found its way into the hands of readers 
who don’t usually describe themselves as 
fiction lovers. Tender, darkly funny and 
unexpectedly consoling, the new book 
explores heartbreak, isolation and the 
unlikely salvation that books can offer.

George Megalogenis, one of Australia’s 
most respected political journalists and 
authors, brings Three Shocks, his rigorous 
account of the demographic, gender and 
geopolitical forces that have quietly but 
fundamentally reshaped Australian 
politics. A writer who has long traced 
the deep currents beneath the political 
surface, Megalogenis makes sense of a 
country in transition, and asks what 
comes next.

Amy Remeikis, political journalist and 
one of the sharpest voices in Australian public 
life, delivers Screw Nice, a pointed dismantling 
of the politics of civility. The book argues that 
demands for politeness are wielded as a 
weapon against those who can least afford to 
stay quiet and makes the case for why it’s time 
to stop playing by rules designed to silence.

• Full program and tickets available at 
www.byronwritersfestival.com.

The ghosts of generations
China’s ghost cities inspired 
Siang Lu’s new novel, which won 
the Miles Franklin Award in 2025 
and Lu became the first male 
Asian writer to receive 
the $60,000 prize.

“They captured my imagination 
because of how eerie they were. 
They looked like real cities, with 
the paradox of fully functioning 
infrastructure – electricity, 
water, and traffic lights – but no 
people,” Lu said.

“Why build a city without 
people? They seemed like modern ruins, 
which I had always considered an ancient 
phenomenon. That was the starting point.”

Like his protagonist, Lu is a first-
generation migrant from a Malaysian 
Chinese family who grew up in Australia 
without speaking Chinese. The origins of 
the book are rooted in the generations 
before him.

“My dad studied veterinary science at 
the University of Queensland in Brisbane. 
Although he came from a poor family, he 
received a full scholarship and always 
planned for us to migrate, which we did 
when I was four,” Lu said.

“I really admire him. Eventually, I 
realised how much he sacrificed to give us 
what he never had, including pursuing a 
career he was not passionate about.”

Ghost Cities is Lu’s second published 
work, but the first book he wrote. 

“There is a contradiction in celebrating 
a book that initially failed, as if it were 
entirely new. It feels both untrue and 
genuine at the same time,” Lu said.

“The weight was finally off my shoulders 
after having won, and with the long path 

this book had taken, I hope to 
give inspiration and power back to writers. 

“You move forward on faith that 
someone will read and connect with your 
work, but there are no guarantees. I shelved 
this book for almost a decade, so having 
people read it and see themselves reflected 
in its pages, regardless of their background, 
has been the greatest gift of my life.”

Lu acknowledges that much of his 
life is present in the book, though it is 
not autobiographical. He believes writers 
inevitably include parts of themselves in 
their work, which brings it to life.

“My mum and dad were neighbours, 
which is how their romance began. I am 
now the father of two, and we recently 
visited their village in Malaysia,” he said.

“On my dad’s side, there is only jungle; 
no trace remains of the family home. This 
made me both sad and somewhat proud.

“I remember turning to my dad and my 
children and saying, ‘This is why I wrote 
Ghost Cities: to guard against erasure and 
to preserve our family history in the book.’

“Those characters, feelings, and stories 
are present. Writing the book was a way to 
ensure that the stories of my parents and 
previous generations endure.”

Explore the new Byron Writers 
Festival precinct
The 2026 Festival takes over the Byron Bay township from 
14–16 August, with ideas, stories and conversation unfolding 
across some of the region’s most iconic locations.

Festival Hub and Marketplace, Railway Park 
The Hub is home to the Box Office where passholders can pick up wristbands to access 
festival venues, from 8am. Artisan markets will run all weekend, with free live music 
daily from 11am.

Jonson Street Stage (old Woolworths car park)  
The festival’s main stage where you’ll see headline sessions like the Thea Astley 
Address with Kerry O’Brien in conversation with Richard Flanagan, and ABC Radio 
National’s Top 100 Australian Books.

Beach Hotel 
An eclectic mix of sessions starting with Coffee & News from 8am, as well as 
Whale Stories with First Nations storytellers, and crime fiction.

Byron Bay Surf Club 
Waterfront sessions on surfing, Blak joy and humour, and much-loved novelists 
Siang Lu and Offspring writer Debra Oswald.

Byron Theatre & Wategos Room, Byron Community Centre 
The literary heart of the festival, where international heavyweights including Booker 
Prize-winner Geetanjali Shree take the stage.

Haven Gallery 
Intimate, in-depth conversations including Osher Günsberg on mental health and 
public life, and Marika Sosnowski on law, violence and revolution.

Bay Street Stage 
Free programming all weekend, including special events such as the inaugural 
Rhoda Roberts Oration and the Sunday Kids Program. Stop by the ticket desk to 
pick up your wristbands to access passholder venues.

• Book Byron Writers Festival tickets now at www.byronwritersfestival.com.

Fresh ink: new releases making their festival debut
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Hemp industry given government boost
Hans Lovejoy

A Hemp Industry Development 
Plan has been announced 
by the NSW government, 
which promises ‘to unlock 
new opportunities for NSW 
businesses and add value 
to the state’s low-THC hemp 
industry’.

Along with bamboo, hemp 
is known as among the fast-
est growing plants on Earth, 
and was also one of the first 
plants to be spun into usable 
fibre 50,000 years ago. Its 
uses span medicine, food, 
rope, pottery, fuel, paper, 
textiles and building.

Hemp use was perhaps 
at its height during the 17th 
century, yet declined sharply 
by the 19th century owing to 
laws banning its use.

According to www.
ausprimaryhemp.com.au, 
hemp was made illegal in 
Australia in the late 1930s, 
owing to fear campaigns, 
led in part by the US. 
Lawmakers at the time 
failed to distinguish low-
THC industrial hemp from 
its psychoactive cousin, 
marijuana. Additionally, 
hemp was considered a 
threat to well-resourced 
companies which produced 
synthetic products.

The NSW Labor govern-
ment say the plan outlines a 
‘roadmap for industry growth 
through targeted research 
and development, stronger 
supply chains, market expan-
sion and a supportive policy 
and regulatory framework’.

They say they want to 

attract private investment 
and support ‘Aboriginal busi-
nesses to participate in the 
industry’. The government 
says they will also improve 
the NSW hemp licensing 
system and review legislation 
to make it easier for the 
industry to operate and grow.

Other measures to 
improve the sector include 
‘strengthening research 
partnerships and providing 
hemp businesses with better 
information and advice 
on growing, production, 
biosecurity, and business 
development’.

Creating a more consist-
ent approach to hemp regu-
lation across Australia will 
also be achieved by working 
with other states and the 
federal government, they say.

‘Developed in consulta-
tion with industry stakehold-
ers, the plan sets a vision for 
hemp to become a main-
stream crop of the future, 
creating new opportunities 
for farmers, manufacturers 

and regional communities 
across NSW’.

In its media release, the 
government spruiked the 
many uses of hemp including 
‘oils, food ingredients, pro-
tein powder and cosmetics’.

‘Globally, it is estimated 
that hemp is used in more 
than 25,000 products 
spanning nine sub-markets, 
including agriculture, build-
ing materials and textiles.

‘Collaboration between 
industry, stakeholders and 
government will be critical 
to delivering the plan with 
the NSW Hemp Industry 
Taskforce reinstated to moni-
tor the progress of the plan’s 
delivery.

‘The plan focuses on areas 
where government, industry 
and stakeholders can col-
laborate to address local 
needs and position the NSW 
industrial hemp industry to 
capitalise on the potential 
global and domestic growth 
of this emerging industry’, 
the government says.

4a Ballina Road Bangalow
vitalityvetcare.com.au

02 6687 0675

Acupuncture

Herbal Medicine

Homeopathy

Veterinary Osteopathy

General Medicine, Surgery & Dentistry

Titre Testing & Strategic Vaccinations

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t excavator and 3m tipper truck

 Septic systems

 Sewer treatment systems

 Reliable local family-run business

 12 month guarantee on most jobs

Family owned and operated local business with 
30 years of plumbing experience. Unblock Pipe 
Clearing has the latest technology and equipment 
for locating, eliminating and repairing all 
blockages – no matter what the size. Get the job 
done right the first time!

Phone James on 0429 888 683 
Lic 378040C

BANGALOW & BALLINA 
REMEDIAL MASSAGE

Upholding the highest standards of care
Remedial | Deep Tissue | Lymphatic Drainage  

Sports | Relaxation | Trigger Point | Bowen  
Pregnancy | Dry Needling | Cupping 

Instant health fund rebates available

Book online: bbrmassage.com.au or call 0499 490 088

      MEET ARCHIE
Adopt, Shop & Volunteer -  
Help Archie find a home!
2 yo male Pointer X Staff.
Join our CAWI Op Shop volunteer 
team in Brunswick Heads 
(3 hours) - every bit of help  
supports rescues like Archie! 
M/C: 991003002588255
Julia 0458 461 935 or apply via web 
(Op Shop) 0492 861 905 
www.byrondogrescue.org

PACIFIC BITUMEN

CODY NEILSON:  0421 521 461

• RESEALS  • DRIVEWAYS• RESEALS  • DRIVEWAYS
• CARPARKS • ALL BASEWORK• CARPARKS • ALL BASEWORK
• ALL HOURS • 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE• ALL HOURS • 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

20kg bags 
cold mix for 
potholes in 
driveway

BULK QUANTITIES 
AVAILABLE

A Byron kickback with the Gimelli family
Story & photo by  
Taylor & Emiliano

T he Gimelli family 
ran a small Italian 
restaurant on Jonson 

Street from about 1995 into 
the early 2000s.

It was a classy joint, ahead 
of Byron’s culinary curve, 
serving dishes from every 
corner of Italy. 

The walls were covered 
in maps and photos of their 
Mediterranean island – 
enough to make you hungry 
before the food even arrived. 

Tuscan charm 
Lella ran the kitchen, and 

Franco worked the floor, 
famously knocking guests 
off balance with his winking 
Tuscan charm.

The Gimellis had two 
beautiful, sun-bronzed kids, 
Francesco and Carla.

 When they landed in 
Byron Bay, they didn’t speak 
a word of English.

 They planted a big garden 
at their Ewingsdale home 

and enrolled the kids at 
Coorabell Primary, where 
they quickly made friends 
across the Northern Rivers.

Lella laughs about how 
bad the coffee was back then, 
but says the town was spir-
ited and colorful – full of wild 

characters, belly dancers, 
world-class music, and real 
community generosity. 

They came for a holiday, 
fell in love, and stayed 20 
years.

Before leaving Australia, 
they went on to open four 

more restaurants called 
‘Relish the Experience’, win-
ning awards and rave reviews 
from coast to coast. 

Lella and Franco have 
since stepped away from the 
roaring restaurant life and 
settled back on their beauti-
ful home island of Elba. 

Seaside homestead 
Their seaside homestead 

is one of the oldest on the 
island. 

While caring for Lella’s 
94-year-old mother, they still 
tend gardens full of Australian 
plants and cook up octopus 
salad, deep-sea tuna steaks, 
marinated anchovies, citrus-
bright spring pastas, and 
pour glasses of sweet vino 
Aleatico.

They watch endless salty 
sunsets over the balmy 
Mediterranean bay – never 
without a satisfied wink to 
their other Pacific dream bay 
down under.

	■ Taylor & Emiliano are from 
the Byron Bay Italo Club.

Franco and Lella Gimelli.  

Articles

BOOK NOW
betterbybike.com.au
02 6639 7700

RAIL TRAIL E-BIKE adventure!
Family & pet friendly: E-bikes, kids bikes & attachments
Two convenient start points: Murwillumbah or Mooball 
Pick-up service: from any Byron or Tweed Coast accom!
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MULLUMBIMBY

WE STAND BEHIND OUR FRESH FOOD 
We guarantee our fresh food will always be fresh, or we’ll replace it and refund your money.*

DINO’S IGA MULLUMBIMBY
62 BURRINGBAR STREET • PH 6684 2207

*Conditions apply. Specials available Wednesday 24/6/26 – Sunday 28/6/26. Limits may apply. We reserve the right to correct printing errors.

ON SALE WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAYON SALE WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAY

FRESH PRODUCE SPECIALSFRESH PRODUCE SPECIALS

Fromager Fromager 
D’AffinoisD’Affinois

Mt Warning Mt Warning 
BaconBacon

Free Range Free Range 
Chicken ThighsChicken Thighs

Pork Spare  Pork Spare  
RibsRibs

Meredith Marinated Meredith Marinated 
Goat CheeseGoat Cheese

DELI & MEAT SPECIALSDELI & MEAT SPECIALS

Pink Lady Pink Lady 
ApplesApples

Broccolini Broccolini 
BunchBunch

Hass Hass 
AvocadoesAvocadoes

Kiwi Fruit Kiwi Fruit 
(NZ)(NZ)

CauliflowerCauliflowerCherries  Cherries  
(USA)(USA)

$$449999
kg

$$29299999
kg

$$24249999
kg

$$22229999
kg

$$49499999
kg

$$34349999
kg

$$35359999
kg

$$440000
2 for2 for

$$660000
10 for10 for

$$550000
2 for2 for $$339999

each
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Art by Chrissie  
chrissieartwork@gmail.com

Newy Store
OPEN 7:30am – 6:00pm 
7 DAYS A WEEK
• Licensed post office 
• General convenience store
• Fresh produce & groceries
• Soft drinks, lollies, ice cream
• Newspapers & magazines
• Wine, beer, spirits & tobacco

50 RIVER STREET, NEW BRIGHTON
02 6680 1102   •   @newystore

NSW Golf Croquet State Championships 
to be hosted in the Northern Rivers
Ballina Cherry Street, Byron 
Bay, and Lismore croquet 
clubs region will once again 
host the 2026 NSW Golf 
Croquet Advantage Doubles 
and Advantage Singles State 
Championships that will be 
held from 8 to 12 July, 2026.

This will mark the sixth 
consecutive year that NSW 
state croquet events have 
been conducted in the 
region.

Registration open
This year’s tournaments 

feature the return of handi-
cap Golf Croquet Doubles 
and Singles competitions 
played under the recently 
introduced Advantage Target 
Score format. Strong interest 
has already been received, 
with 15 pairs entered in the 
Doubles Championship and 
28 players registered for 
the Singles Championship, 
including many competitors 
participating in both events.

The three Northern Rivers 
clubs have again combined 
their resources and volun-
teers to deliver a high-quality 
championship experience. 
Planning is well advanced to 
ensure competitors and visi-
tors enjoy both the events, 
and the many attractions the 
region has to offer.

The championships are 
expected to attract approxi-
mately 40 visiting players and 
supporters, many of whom 
will stay in the region for five 
to six nights. The event will 
provide a welcome boost 

to local accommodation 
providers, restaurants, cafes, 
retailers and tourism opera-
tors during the winter holiday 
period.

Play and adventure 
While many NSW state 

croquet events are tradition-
ally held in the Sydney and 
Newcastle regions, the North-
ern Rivers championships 
provide local players with 
the opportunity to compete 
at state level without the 
expense and inconvenience 
of extensive travel and 
accommodation costs.

The event is also attract-
ing players from outside 
the region who are looking 
forward to combining 
championship competition 
with a holiday in one of 
Australia’s premier coastal 
destinations. Competitors 
regularly comment on the 
quality of the region’s sport-
ing facilities, hospitality and 

natural attractions, making 
the Northern Rivers one of the 
most popular destinations on 
the NSW croquet calendar.

Enrol now
Golf Croquet is one of 

Australia’s fastest-growing 
sports and welcomes 
participants of all ages and 
abilities. Players of all handi-
caps are encouraged to enter 
and experience competitive 
croquet in a friendly and 
supportive environment.

Entries close on Friday, 26 
June 2026.

The organising committee 
welcomes enquiries from 
individuals and businesses 
interested in supporting 
the championships through 
sponsorship and promotion 
opportunities.

For more information 
contact Tournament 
Manager David Scott, 0414 
241 290 or email: pamajad@
bipond.net.au.

Ballina Cherry Street croquet locals Christine Edland and 
Helen Young are entered in the event. Photo supplied

Byron’s Winter Whales raise $43,000
The Byron Bay Winter Whales 
(BBWW) took to the ocean 
for the 39th time this year 
on the first Sunday of May 
and raised $43,000 for local 
organisations and charities. 

‘The swim is one of the 
most famous ocean swims in 
Australia and its organisation 
highlights the strong com-
munity spirit within Byron 
Bay,’ Tim Tetly, secretary of 
the BBWW, told The Echo. 

Some of the recipients 
from the 2026 BBWW swim 
included: Byron Bay Surf 
Club, Liberation Larder, 
Marine Rescue Byron Bay 
and Brunswick Heads, North-
ern Rivers Rescue Helicopter, 
Byron Bay Rural Fire Brigade, 
1st Byron Bay Scouts, Byron 
Youth Service, Byron District 
Sports Foundation, Byron 
Bay Herb Nursery, The SHIFT 

Project and NR Prostate Day 
and Night support groups.  

‘Our motto is “We swim 
for charity” and so far $1.2m 
has been distributed. The 
BBWW thanks everyone 
involved, including major 
sponsors Byron Bay Property 
Sales (in their 15th year), 

Byron Bay Chocolate Com-
pany, Byron Bay Bowling 
Club and others, supporters, 
swimmers and volunteers on 
the day.

‘Next year will be the 
40th Byron Bay Ocean Swim 
Classic so start your training 
now!’ Tim said.

Byron Bay Winter Whales athletic pod in their Okanui on 
21 June. Photo Sarah Ndiaye

Hywel David

The Rebels Men’s XV put in a 
dominant attacking display 
of rugby to see off Lismore 
42-17, racking up six tries 
in a performance built on 
strong set pieces and clinical 
finishing.

Early strike
The Rebels struck early, 

Luc Lévêque storming 
through the Lismore line to 
open the scoring, with Valpy 
adding the conversion. Pos-
session swung back and forth 
around the halfway mark 
before Lismore worked their 
way into Rebels territory, 
grinding out a try through 
a series of pick and goes 
which they converted, before 
adding a penalty to edge 
ahead 10-7.

Another stretch of 
contested possession in the 
Lismore half ended with Gio-
vanni Magi crossing the line, 
converted again by Valpy, 
to push the Rebels back in 
front 10-14. The Rebels had 

a promising attack deep in 
Lismore territory as the half 
wound down but couldn’t 
convert it into points before 
the break, with the score 
holding at 10-14.

Rebels run rampant
The second half saw both 

sides trade momentum 
early, before the Rebels took 
control. A booming 50-22 kick 
from Valpy won the Rebels 
significant territory and set 
up a dominant scrum on the 
Lismore line, from which 
number 8 Manu Perez picked 
and scored under the posts. 
Valpy converted to make it 
10-21.

Lismore strung together 
a series of penalties to camp 
the Rebels in their own 22, 
but scrum half Luke Cleaver 
produced a moment of 
individual brilliance, dummy-
ing the pass to the backline 
before slicing through the 
Lismore defence himself for a 
try. Valpy’s conversion made 
it 10-28.

Valpy was at it again 

soon after, nailing another 
50-22 under pressure from 
the Lismore defence, and 
the resulting attack ended 
with Jamie Gosling scoring 
out wide. Valpy converted 
to extend the lead to 10-35. 
Lismore hit back, forcing their 
way through the Rebels’ 22 
and over the line, converting 
to make it 17-35.

With the game in the clos-
ing stages, the Rebels won a 
scrum deep in Lismore’s 22 
and the forward pack drove 
hard towards the tryline, 
allowing Manu to pick and 
score his second try of the 
match. Valpy added the 
extras to complete the scor-
ing, 17-42.

Result
Full time: Rebels 42, 

Lismore 17 – a comprehensive 
win built on a strong forward 
platform and reliable goal-
kicking from Valpy through-
out. Man of the match went to 
‘Big’ Will Aisake for his power-
ful runs and his impact on the 
dominance of the pack.

Send us your 
sport stories!
We would love to 
run all kinds of local 
sport on these pages 
so please send your 
photos and stories to 
sport@echo.net.au.

Men’s XV: Byron Shire Rebels vs Lismore
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During the Northern Rivers’ rainy season, 
excess humidity creates the perfect 
environment for mould growth in both air 
conditioning systems and homes. Artisan Air 
reminds homeowners that most modern air 
conditioners feature a dehumidifier setting – a 
powerful yet often underutilised function that 
removes moisture without overcooling spaces.

Running the dehumidifier mode regularly 
during wet weather prevents mould 
development inside the unit while protecting 
furnishings, walls, and belongings from 
moisture damage. This setting uses less 
energy than full cooling mode, making it an 
economical humidity  
control solution.

For homes requiring additional moisture 
management, Artisan Air supplies dedicated 
dehumidifiers that work independently or 
alongside existing systems. These standalone 
units provide targeted control in problem 
areas like bathrooms, laundries, and 
bedrooms, ensuring comprehensive protection 
throughout the home.

02 6680 9394
hello@artisanair.com.au
www.artisanair.com.au

Custom homes built for the 
Northern Rivers climate
Metsa builds custom homes across the 
Northern Rivers, with a focus on performance 
as much as looks.

 

That means tackling the region’s real 
challenge: humidity. Guided by Passive House 
principles, Metsa homes stay naturally cooler 
in summer, warmer in winter, and resist the 
mould and moisture that plague typical 
coastal builds.

No foggy windows. No musty smell. Just 
fresh, filtered air and a home that feels good 
to live in, year-round.

It’s quality building with long-term wellbeing 
in mind — mould-resistant construction, low-
toxin materials, and a process built around 
getting it right the first time.

Curious how it works? Explore Metsa’s Passive 
House guide on their website.

Build once, build well, build Passive House.
www.metsabuilding.com.au
@ metsabuildingco
hendo@metsabuilding.com.au
Hendrik 0426 894 565

Making
SPACES Windows and 

doors not working 
properly?
Fret no more! Don’t replace… REPAIR and 
SAVE with Working Windows.

Jake and Toby are local experts specialising 
in the repair and, if necessary, replacement 
of windows, doors, flyscreens and security 
screens.

With 10+ years experience in timber, 
aluminium and uPVC products, they pride 
themselves on always delivering top-quality, 
eco-friendly results that best benefit you and 
your environment.

Contact them today via phone or email, or 
check out their website for more information.

Jake 0435 506 465  
Toby 0405 793 994 
workingwindows1@gmail.com  
workingwindows.com.au

Winter – time to garden!
Here in the Northern Rivers, winter is the best 
time for gardening. The days are (mostly) 
warm enough for growing to continue. Trees 
and shrubs planted in winter will be well 
established before the summer heat, and that 
means less transplant stress and fewer pests 
and diseases. For gardeners, it means we 
can do the heavy work while the weather is 
cooler, rather than battling the summer heat.

In the vege garden, it’s time for cool season 
crops like broccoli, cabbage, spinach, peas 
and potatoes.

Shorter days mean we spend more time 
inside, it’s also a great time to refresh indoor 
plants. The first of the Cymbidium orchids 
have arrived, and their stunning, long-lasting 
flowers will brighten up any home or office. 

140 Bangalow Road, Byron Bay
@edenatbyron 
www.edenatbyron.com.au
02 6685 6874

Innovative lighting design 
for your next building project

LA Lounge is a family-owned business and 
one of Australia’s trusted names in luxury 
lighting.

They provide professional lighting design, 
detailed documentation packages, and 
premium-quality light fittings for residential, 

multi-residential, and commercial projects. 
The experienced team creates tailored 
lighting plans that combine functionality, 
comfort, and elegance while incorporating 
the latest technologies, including DALI-
compatible and circadian lighting solutions.

Whether you’re building a home, apartment 
development, or commercial space, LA 
Lounge helps bring your vision to life with 
expert advice and innovative design.

Visit their gallery online or book an 
appointment at our Burleigh Heads 
showroom to discover how exceptional 
lighting can transform your project.

www.lalounge.com.au 
jason@lalounge.com.au

Swap a Bottle
As we move firmly into winter, the team at Swap 
a Bottle are ready to help keep your hot water 
hot and those gas heaters burning! Let the local 
family business help keep your family sorted in 
these chilly days and nights ahead!

Based in Murwillumbah, Swap a Bottle is a 
small family business that services from Tugun 
to Byron. With distributors north and south to 
help everyone stay warm and keep cooking!

If you’re not happy with your current supplier 
then give Swap a Bottle a free call on 1300 727 
013, drop them an email, or head straight to 
their webpage to book in your next gas cylinder!

Changing suppliers is easy and simple! Let your 
choice to support local make a difference to you 
and the community we all live in.

You are also welcome to bring in your BBQ 
bottles for refill as long as they are in date.

10 Kite Crescent, South 
Murwillumbah 
Free Call: 1300 727 013
swapabottlegas.com

Konpak
Live in a Konpak home, built for the changing 
seasons of life.

Based in Murwillumbah, Konpak design and 
build compact, architecturally-considered 
tiny homes made for modern living. Whether 
you’re seeking a backyard rental, a multi-
generational living solution, or just a simpler 
lifestyle, Konpak offers functional, beautiful 
dwellings that don’t compromise on quality.

Each home is locally built and delivered ready 
to live in which means no on-site construction 
stress. Our team works closely with you to 
customise your space and make the most of 
every square metre.

Big on lifestyle, small in size, Konpak is about 
building smarter, not bigger..

300 Lundberg Drive, South Murwillumbah  
(by appointment only)
Call Cody 0434 272 353 
konpak.com.au @konpak_homes

Combat humidity and protect your home
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The 
Good Life

Dining Guide
Good Taste

Check the vital details of some of the region’s finest foodies.

BILLINUDGEL

ROSEFINA’S MEXICAN
Funkin’ space. Real Mexican.

Open: Thurs and Fri 4pm to late 
Sat 12 noon to 2.30pm, 5pm to late 

Sun 12.30pm to 8pm
Address: 8/10 Wilfred Street, Billinudgel

www.rosefinas.place

BYRON BAY

MAIN STREET BURGER BAR
Best burgers in Byron Bay.  

Proudly local and independent.
Open: for takeaway daily, 12 midday until dinner

Address: 18 Jonson Street, Byron Bay
@mainstreetburgerbar

THREE BLUE DUCKS
At The Farm enjoy a wander in the fields, meet 

the animals, and picnic in the sun… there really is 
something for everyone.

Open: Monday – Friday 8am – 4pm  
Saturday 8am – 6:30pm 

Sunday 8am – 8pm 
Address: The Farm, 11 Ewingsdale Rd, Ewingsdale

www.threeblueducks.com/byron

NO BONES BYRON BAY
PASTA. PASTA. PASTA. $20 ALL NIGHT

Did someone say $20 pasta? We did. Three times 
actually. Available all night, every night, all winter!
Carbs never looked this good. Eat Flora. Not Fauna.

Open: Sun – Thurs 5pm – 9pm 
Fri & Sat 5pm – 10pm

Address: 11 Fletcher Street, Byron Bay
nobones.co

ROCA BYRON BAY
Latin fusion restaurant blending deeply rooted 

Latin American traditions, with innovative 
techniques and a flair for presentation.

Open: every day except Wednesday 6.30am to late
Address: 14 Lawson Street, Byron Bay

www.rocabyronbay.com.au

FOREST BYRON BAY
Rainforest views, farm-to-table dining, and a menu 

showcasing the best of Northern Rivers produce.
Open: 7 days: Breakfast 7.30 – 10.30am  

Lunch on verandah from 12 – 3pm  
Dinner 5.30 – 9pm

Address: 77-97 Broken Head Road, Byron Bay
crystalbrookcollection.com/byron/forest

BOMBAY TO BYRON 
AUTHENTIC INDIAN FOOD 

Serving Indian food to Byron Bay for last 12 years. 
Open: Monday 4:30pm – 9:30pm 

Tuesday to Sunday 12 noon – 3pm 
and 4:30pm – 9:30pm 

Address : 3/93 Jonson Street Byron Bay 
Contact: 02 6680 7437 

bombaytobyron@gmail.com

www.echo.net.au/good-taste

Photo: Any Lane/ Pexels
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Highwayman’s Winter Whisky Feast
Highwayman’s Dan Woolley 
has been working with whisky 
for over 20 years, and started 
to fill his own barrels here in 
Byron Bay over ten years ago. 

He launched the brand in 
2020, and the year after that 
he started the Winter Whisky 
Feast  – now in its fifth year, 
bigger and better than ever! 

The Winter Whisky Feast is a 
celebration of all things whisky 
and food  – with this year 
seeing four sessions (one every 
two hours and each with 30 
guests) starting at 12.30pm.

This epic event sells out 
every year with very good 
reason! You get a cocktail 
on arrival followed by a 
full in-depth tour through 
production, and a seated 
masterclass running through 
six whiskies – including two 
that have come straight from 
the barrel! 

After that comes the feast 
of three meats and three 
sides, all put together by Alex 
Clark of ‘Boozyfoodies’ and a 
dessert by Baker & Daughters 
of Mullumbimby! Barrel-
aged cocktails, barrel-aged 
hot sauce and barrel-aged 
whiskies – who could ask for 
more?

There’s a great pop-up 
shop set up for this ‘not to be 
missed’ day but get in quick 
as tickets are selling fast and 

please remember, don’t feed 
Louis the Bluey - he’s on a diet!

For info and tickets see: 
www.highwayman-whisky.com.

Local farming legend retires after 23 years
Thursday, 25 June marks 
the end of an era for local 
farmer Kenrick Riley who 
is retiring from Byron 
Farmers Market after 23 
years.

Kenrick started at 
Byron Farmers Market 
in March 2003, only a 
matter of months after 
the first market, and in 
that time he has gathered 
a devoted following of 
customers and chefs 
alike.

The reason for 
Kenrick’s popularity 
is clear: not only does 
he offer an amazing range of 
produce – including lots of weird 
and wonderful crops – but he 
also loves a good chat and is a 
wealth of information on how to 
cook and use his more unusual 
vegetables, herbs and spices.

‘After we joined the market, 
we looked at the gaps,’ Kenrick 
says. ‘When others were selling 
silverbeet, we grew perennial 
spinach. If others had potatoes 
we sold garlic or jicama. After 
that, we just looked at anything 
that would grow in a subtropical 
climate – often Asian or Pacific 
foods – and slowly introduced 
them.

‘Later, we moved to mixed 
bunches of herbs, curry packs 
and stir-fries. We’d always 
grown edible flowers but 
gradually moved into dahlias 
and other house bunches. Often 
our customers would give us 
cuttings or seeds which led to 

crops like collard greens, aibika 
and Chinese cucumbers.’

After growing up on a sheep 
station in Outback Queensland 
and working as a jackeroo, 
Kenrick left the bush to become 
an agricultural journalist and 
rural advisor to the Queensland 
Government. But the land lured 
him back, and in 1999 he set 
up a market garden, with wife 
Maree, in Georgica.

Since then, he and Maree 
have been nourishing the 
local community with freshly-
harvested produce every 
Thursday morning. However, 
it’s not just food they have 
been growing in that time, but 
also friendships. And it is this, 
Kenrick says, he will miss the 
most.

‘While the market is an outlet 
for our business, it is also our 
social day out with a big bunch 
of customers (and farmers) who 

have become great mates 
over many years,’ he says. 

‘We have customers 
who’ve visited our stall 
every week for more than 
20 years, so we’ve grown 
old together. And I’ve seen 
their babies, who grew 
up eating our food, now 
walking around as young 
healthy adults.’

Kenrick has contributed 
more to Byron Farmers 
Market than just great 
produce. He has also 
held the role of president 
and was responsible for 
developing the market’s 

auditing system which ensures 
farmers are selling only what 
they grow – and gives customers 
confidence in the authenticity of 
the market. For this, the market 
will always be indebted.

So come say farewell to this 
local legend tomorrow morning. 
The next time you see Kenrick at 
the market, it will be as a fellow 
customer!

	■ Byron Farmers Market is held 
every Thursday from 7am to 
11am at Butler St Reserve and 
Bangalow Farmers Market is 
held every Saturday from 7am 
to 11am in Piccabeen Park.

The 
Good Life

lizzijjackson@gmail.com 0414 895 441
Gluten-free and special dietary needs catered for.

CELEBRATIONS
Cakes by Liz Jackson

Dine in ~ Takeaway ~ Licensed

Dinner: Thurs-Mon
Lunch: Fri–Sat–Sun

Happy Hour: Mon–Thurs–Fri, 4-6pm
@rosefinas_

Bookings 0416 707 000  •  rosefinas.place
8/10 Wilfred St, Billinudgel

Handcrafted delicious French pastries at Mullum Farmers Markets
Allie Godfrey

A taste of France has arrived 
at the Mullumbimby Farmers 
Market, with local pastry chef 
Dan introducing his handcrafted 
canelés to marketgoers each 
Friday.

After leaving school at 16 to 
pursue a career in pastry, Dan 
trained at a cooking school in 
London before working across 
France, Austria, Denmark and 
beyond. Now settled in the 
Northern Rivers for almost seven 
years, he has turned a long-held 
dream of running his own 
business into reality.

‘I always wanted to have a 
business,’ he says. ‘I thought about 
selling traditional pastries like 
croissants, but I wanted to bring 
something different to the area.’

That difference comes in 
the form of canelés – a classic 
French pastry with a caramelised 
exterior and soft, custard-like 
centre. Dan describes the 
original version as ‘a portable 
crème brûlée cake’. His canelés 
are made using rice flour, egg 
yolks, butter, vanilla, salt and 
milk sourced from Maleny 
Dairies, making them naturally 
gluten-free.

Alongside the traditional 

canelé, Dan offers a range 
of creative flavours. Current 
favourites include lemon 
meringue, cardamom crème 
brûlée, and the distinctive 
hojicha sesame praline. From 
1 July, a new seasonal menu 
will introduce flavours such as 
rhubarb crumble, blueberry 
cheesecake, and macadamia 
miso caramel, while a 
homegrown mandarin-inspired 
chocolate orange creation is also 
under consideration.

Since joining the market, Dan 
says he has enjoyed connecting 
with the local community.

‘A lot of locals only come 

to the Mullumbimby Farmers 
Market on Fridays, so I’ve met 
so many people here,’ he says. 
‘Every week you become more 
integrated into the community.’

He says the welcoming 
atmosphere is one of the 
market’s greatest strengths.

‘It feels much more 
personable when you’re talking 
to people. I really love it.’

Whether you’re discovering 
canelés for the first time or 
returning for a favourite flavour, 
you can find Dan every Friday 
at the Mullumbimby Farmers 
Market from 7am to 11am at the 
Mullumbimby Showground.

These delicious handcrafted French pastries come in a range of 
flavours and are made with rice flour, so they’re naturally gluten-free.

Farmer Kenrick Riley at Byron Farmers Market.

Dan Wooley and Louis
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Creative, small-batch, hand-made, state-of-the-art, 
artisan, innovative, ethical, imaginative, hyper-local, 
leading-edge, quality, EXPLORE premium, master, 
handcrafted, accomplished, cutting edge, organic, 
designer, eclectic DISCOVER ingenious, beautiful, 
unique, sensational, avant-garde, original, visionary, 
inspirational, expert, brilliant, gifted, ahead of 
the curve. YOU wonderful, compelling, THERE 
experiencing, witnessing, engaging. NOW.

Byron Arts & Industry Estate

1. BODHI LIVING
Bodhi Living showcases a carefully-curated 
collection of furniture, homewares, rugs and 
lighting, sourced both locally and globally. They have 
introduced a range of collections designed in-house, 
including sofas, dining tables and seating using natural 
and sustainable materials such as rattan and wood.

The brand encapsulates the freedom of spirit, and 
the soul of the individual, as represented through 
their home.

Shop 1/18 Centennial Circuit
bodhiliving.com.au
@bodhi.living

2. OUR TIMELESS THREADS
Visit Our Timeless Threads (The OTT Shop), a 
nurse‑led, not‑for‑profit op shop and creative 
hub at 18 Acacia Street. Rummage through racks 
and textile bins, up-cycle fashion waste, host or join 
community‑led workshops, bring your clothes to 
quarterly preloved community markets, and learn 
from seniors in our skill‑share sessions. 

Donate, volunteer, discover unique finds, while 
igniting intergenerational connections through 
creativity, sustainability, fashion and music.

The OTT Shop, 18 Acacia Street
Contact Maia Willow: 0404 813 643 
ourtimelessthreads.org
@ourtimelessthreads 

3. SOCIAL REMEDY
A considered approach to strength, mobility, and 
longevity. Social Remedy offers reformer pilates, 
personal training, intelligent group classes, and 
a world-class recovery centre including massage, 
sauna, infrared, and hyperbaric. Designed for 
efficiency and your long-term health: get everything 
you need in one place, so your routine stays 
consistent and your health goals stick.

23/1A Banksia Drive 
hello@socialremedy.com.au
@socialremedy.byronbay
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4. �STONE KIN
Visit us in our new Stonekin store at 2/97 
Centennial Circuit to try pieces in person and 
experience the collection firsthand. The space 
holds our full range of organic cotton underwear, 
designed to feel soft, breathable, and close to the 
body. Each piece is made with clean lines, natural 
tones, and an everyday ease. In store, receive a 
complimentary oil with purchase this week only.

2/97 Centennial Circuit 
02 6680 7667
Mon - Fri / 10am to 4pm

5. BISQUE TRADERS 
Established in Byron Bay in 2000, Bisque 
Traders is known for its raw, natural and deeply 
considered approach to interiors. With a focus 
on handcrafted furniture, artisanal lighting and 
richly textured homewares, every collection is 
designed in-house and made by skilled artisans. 
The Byron Bay showroom reflects a warm, 
organic aesthetic, while Bisque’s interior design 
studio creates soulful residential, hospitality and 
commercial spaces.

3/21 Brigantine Street
(Dual access Bayshore Drive)
bisquetraders.com.au 
@bisque

6. BYRON BAY  
SALVOS STORE 

Packed with quality pre-loved clothing, 
homewares, furniture, books and more at great 
prices. Discover great deals on well-known 
brands and make sustainable shopping even 
sweeter.

Now Accepting Donations

The Salvos welcome clean, good-quality items. 
Your donations help support programs making a 
real difference locally.

Shop sustainably. Support local. Give back.

Discover something special today. Great brands. 
Great prices. Great cause.

5 Banksia Drive

 Habitat Precinct 

8

9

HABITAT
Get out of town! Visit Habitat where you can 
shop, eat, drink and recharge, all in one place. 
Think standout wellness, beauty and fitness 
studios, seriously good food, and a unique mix 
of flagship stores. Made for slow mornings, 
post-work resets, and long, lingering lunches 
in the sunny courtyard.

1 Porter Street
habitatbyronbay.com
@habitat_byronbay

8. BYRON FAMILY LAW
Byron Family Law is a boutique family law 
firm established in Byron Bay. Through 
collaborative and resolution-focused practices, 
they support clients to separate more kindly 
and to rebuild following divorce or separation. 

They work in collaboration with local 
counsellors, conveyancers, accountants, 
mediators, and health and wellness 
professionals to support you and your family 
to not only survive, but thrive following a 
separation.

18 Parkes Avenue
02 6687 2774 
byronfamilylaw.com.au

9. �RICHARDSON 
MURRAY LAW

Practicing exclusively in family law, Richard-
son Murray offers legal advice and guidance 
in matters of separation, divorce, parenting 
arrangements and property settlements. 

With considerable experience in all matters of 
relationship breakdown, including domestic 
and family violence, Richardson Murray are 
known for their compassionate approach and 
commitment. Their dedicated team aims to de-
liver the best possible outcomes for clients.

42 Parkes Avenue
richardson-murray.law

↑

9

8

Habitat is a cleverly designed 
village in Byron Bay, where 
you can live, work and play, all 
in one place. Over 20 years in 
the making, Habitat combines 
the best of old-school Byron 
(community, creativity, respect for 
the environment) with the latest 
in design and thinking (renewable 
energy, car sharing, hybrid live + 
work spaces) along with plenty of 
shops, cafés, and good times, it 
is a little oasis within one of the 
most beautiful places on Earth.
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Cryptic Clues 
ACROSS
1. Arnhem Land spirit to lament 

imitation (7)
5. Appliance complimentary before 

final letter with the Queen (7)
9. Smashed parcel contained quiet 

bell tongue (7)
10. Wrinkled sound follows article 

in an astrologically significant 
position (7)

11. Realistic return for astronaut (4-2-5)
12. Original sin with old man, for 

example (3)
13. Ocean lay empty for the most part 

(6)
14. Example from ancients’ evolution (8)
18. Equated a revision is enough (8)
20. Fawn in small wood had lovely 

start (6)
23. Pouch part of class act (3)
25. Lemon attendants create phone 

listings (6,5)
26. 500 muster around noisy kit (4,3)
27. Scurry to prepare cutlets (7)
28.  Deformed abs in taco and hot 

sauce (7)
29. Rate system software for 

odometers (7)

DOWN
1. Aim back after computer plug 

reached a nut (9)
2. Greedy period is at the same time (9)
3. Corrupt Al Pacino dropped on the 

head absorbed wealth (7)
4. Told a story about shelter beam (7)
5. Diatribe after decline was without 

shame (8)
6. Designation from the pet I order (7)
7. So Zen to transform districts (5)
8. Brought back about first pupil (5)
15. Steered van back with driver’s 

licence, perhaps, to hide barrier (9)
16.  Listen and see manipulated 

soldiers joining (9)
17. Saint I allowed to spike (8)
19.  July’s opener dropping with 

disaster organisation is novel (7) 
21. Miraculous rescue absorbed your 

text energy (7)
22. Hoists flag leading to replace 

hospital forces (6)
23. Disappointed at old president (5)
24. Drink in truck radio makes little 

bread (5)

Quick Clues 
ACROSS
1. Mocking (7)
5. Whitegood (7)
9. Appreciative audience member (7)
10. In agreement (7)
11. Practical (4-2-5)
12. Procreation (3)
13. Chiefly (6)
14. Occurrence (8)
18. Barely sufficient (8) 
20. Act in an abject manner (6)
23. Biological bag (3)
25. Obsolete reference book (6,5)
26. Band equipment (4,3)
27. Sink (7)
28. Condiment brand (7)
29.  Certain swimwear (7)

DOWN
1. Australian native export food 

product (9)
2. In the intervening time (9)
3. Principal (7)
4. Wove a tale (7)
5. Blatant (8)
6. Nickname (7)
7. Tunes (out) (5)
8. Resurgent (5)
15.  Handled (9)
16. Recruits (9)
17. Type of heel (8)
19. Presidential first name (7)
21. Enthralment (7)
22. Imposes (6)
23.  Ex Egyptian leader (5)
24.  Morsel (5)

Crossword by Emma Briggs #7

Last week’s solution #6
S A B B A T I C A L I O N S
E R R N M T U
A L I E N A T I O N P H I L
L T O R R O E T
E S T E L L A A L F A L F A
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K E E P S P L E T H O R A
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R O T T E R S U T E N S I L
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ARIES: Now the southern hemisphere’s 
shortest day and longest night have 
passed, this week’s planetary pattern shift s 
focus to your home zone, family, close 
relationships and base of operations. Your 
time is too precious to spend decoding 
cryptic behaviours, so ditch the guesswork 
and start asking direct questions.

TAURUS: Your breaking news this week 
is Chiron settling into Taurus for the first 
time since 1983 to address issues around 
money, security and values. As you 
gradually release attitudes and beliefs that 
no longer work for you, Chiron strengthens 
the ability to transmute previous 
diff iculties into experiential wisdom.

GEMINI: Uranus in your sign challenges 
you to choose change, so examine your 
routines and habits. This week’s astral 
focus is in Gemini’s sector of money and 
security, but don’t overthink things: keep 
it simple and most importantly, stick to 
a plan long enough to see whether it’s 
working or not.

CANCER: Happy birthdays Crab clan, 
and welcome to the start of your new 
astrological year. With Saturn and 
Neptune, for the foreseeable future 
bringing more purpose to your worldly 
work, more quality in your relationships 
and deeper and more meaningful 
connections, it’s looking like a good one.

LEO: With Leo’s boss planet, the sun, 
turning its spotlight on family aff airs and 
emotional nourishment, think nesting and 
guesting with your close tribe for warm 
winter delights in the lion’s den. While 
Venus suggests putting those hosting skills 
to work, for your own sake, resist making 
everything into too big a production.

VIRGO: Planet Pluto’s five-month 
hibernation in your sector of wellness 
routines, daily systems and the way you 
work, is your time to refine these so they 
more fully support your long-term vitality. 
A good start would be asking yourself if, 
and how, what’s most important to you 
has changed lately.

LIBRA: While Chiron, Neptune and Saturn 
are busy overhauling and redesigning 
your relationship sector in challenging 
and excitingly beneficial ways, this week 
swings the solar focus to feathering your 
nest, which for Librans usually includes 
tweaking the feng shui, reconfiguring the 
decor and reorganising the wardrobe.

SCORPIO: Mars in your relationship zone 
is the zodiac’s best transit for reigniting the 
spark in partnerships or friend connections 
that may have become a bit too predictable. 
Why not try rediscovering shared pleasures 
like cooking and eating together, enjoying 
one-on-one cosy evenings staying in rather 
than group outings.

SAGITTARIUS: This week’s people may not 
be as upfront and straightforward as you’d 
like, because during the current solar cycle 
actions will speak louder than words, so 
watch body language for what’s not being 
said. Best time for addressing the elephant 
in the room would be during the weekend 
Sagittarius moon.

CAPRICORN: This week’s celestial emphasis 
in your opposite and complementary sign 
on the astro wheel off ers you increasing 
emotional support. As annual full moon 
in Capricorn approaches, it’s worth giving 
some thought to how you might celebrate 
what you’ve achieved so far this year, and 
thank whoever helped along the way.

AQUARIUS: This week’s Sun/Mercury/
Jupiter alignment highlights emotional 
patterns. Obviously the same problems 
keep arising until solutions that work for 
everyone can be reached, so experiment 
with finding calmer, more structured ways 
to discuss touchy topics. The sweet spot? 
Stay open, and keep expectations realistic.

PISCES: The current Sun/Mercury meetup 
in a fellow water sign suits you fluid beings, 
especially as it activates your sector of 
play and creativity. It’s also a sensitive 
and easily-off ended transit, so generously 
apply the four ‘A’s all humans crave as 
only a Piscean can: attention, acceptance, 
appreciation and aff ection.

STARS 
BY LILITH
As the sun joins 
Mercury and Jupiter 
in Cancer, there’s 
no place like home, 
which is arguably 
this week’s best 
address…

CANCER THE CRAB

Vagina-Maxxing
Mandy Nolan

I t’s a thing. It popped into my 
newsfeed as a story. I had to 
click. I mean, what new vagina 

fashion has come into play. Maxx-
ing? Is this some new big vagina 
trend? Are our vaginas now not ‘big’ 
enough? Are we trying to create a 
spare room in our womb?

Apparently maxxing has two x’s. I 
guess when you start appropriating 
language to describe a trend you get 
to mess with language. It’s the first 
step in messing with our minds, and 
inferring our vaginas are somehow 
not okay. Which, in the patriarchy 
seems obvious. We live in a culture of 
penis-maxxing. It’s not a product. Or 
a surgery. It’s power. Men have been 
penis-maxxing for centuries.

So what is vagina-maxixing? 
Apparently it’s a viral social media 
trend that pushes women to alter 
the appearance, scent, or tightness 
of their vulva using specialised 
products. To be more accurate it 
should be called vulva-maxxing, but 
we’ve always been encouraged to be 
inaccurate around what word we use 
to name our genitals. Somehow vulva 
just seemed too awkward, so vagina 
made it through. Vulva is the external 
area. Vagina is the muscular canal. It’s 
like calling the penis the scrotum. But 
accuracy was never a consideration 
when it comes to women’s bodies.

So there are tightening gels, 
steaming, whitening creams, washes, 
deodorants and supplements for 
female ‘freshness’. They are calling 
them vagina ‘wellness’ products. Like 
a normal un-maxxed vagina is sick? 
There’s one thing I know, and that is 
our female biology is pretty remark-
able, and our clever self-cleaning 
vulva doesn’t need an air freshener. 
In fact, if you use those kinds of 
products you are going to end up 
with a very sad twat. Maxxing could 
lead to bacterial vaginosis, candida 
and UTI’s. Plus, if you’re piling in the 
coconut oil beware, it eats through 

condoms. So you might have maxxed 
your way to an STI.

In order for vagina-maxxing to 
work, you need to feel insecure about 
your vagina. You need to feel that your 
very healthy natural state is somehow 
deficient or wrong. That your vagina 
is ‘unwell’. The business model only 
works when women hate themselves. 
Vulvas are unique. They’re not made 
by AI. They’re all different. So don’t 
maxx your vag girls.

This maxxing concept is this stupid 
social media word – it’s internet slang 
for optimising a specific part of life. 
It involves dedication and obsession. 
Most recently it was ‘looksmaxxing’. 
That involves everything from ridicu-
lous eyebrow trends to obsessively 
dragging smooth pieces of rose quartz 

along your cheek bone, to bone 
smashing and steroid use. And it’s not 
just women. Men looksmaxx as well.

Why is it always appearance? Why 
can’t we be book-maxxing? Obses-
sively reading to improve our intel-
ligence? Smashing hours at the library 
instead of the gym? If we stopped 
focusing on our physical selves and 
invested on our sagging brains, we 
might actually finally experience the 
improvement we’ve all been seeking.

Imagine if critical thinking started 
trending!

	■ Mandy Nolan’s column has 
appeared in The Echo for almost 25 
years. She is a writer, comedian and 
artist, and was the Greens candidate 
at the past two federal elections.

Soapbox  www.echo.net.au/soap-box

If we stopped focusing 
on our physical selves and 
invested on our sagging 

brains, we might actually finally 
experience the improvement 
we’ve all been seeking.

MANDY NOLAN’S
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35–43 JONSON ST
BYRON BAY 
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THENORTHERN.COM.AU
   @thenorthernbyronbay

Ino Pio Duo 6pm,  DJ Quendo 9.15pm
Duelling Piano Bar 9pmTHUR 25 JUNE

Trilla Duo 7pm,  Kane Muir Band 10.15pm 
Duelling Piano Bar 8pmFRI   26 JUNE

Lachlan Jaques 5pm, Vinyl Sundays ft Eric Downer 8.15pm
Duelling Piano Bar 9pmSUN  28 JUNE

Erin Shay 6pm,  Oren Selecta 9.15pm
Duelling Piano Bar 9pmMON 29 JUNE

Marshall Okell 6pm  |  Duelling Piano Bar 9pmTUES 30 JUNE

Hayley Grace 6pm  |  Duelling Piano Bar 9pmWED  1 JULY

JB’s Blues Breakers 7pm,  DJ Jamie Lowe 10.15pm 
Duelling Piano Bar 8pmSAT  27 JUNE

LIVE MUSIC EVERY NIGHT

COCKTAILS!

NORTHERN BOTTLESHOP

Seven
 d

ays o
f 

en
terta

in
m

en
t

Friday 26 & Saturday 27 June 7:30 pmFriday 26 & Saturday 27 June 7:30 pm  Friday 26 & Saturday 27 June 7:30 pm 
BOOK NOW

byrontheatre.com
69 Jonson Str Byron Bay Ph. (02) 6685 6807 

Amalfi Roast  
With Melia Naughton & GuestsWith Melia Naughton & GuestsWith Melia Naughton & Guests

Encore

The Tweed Valley Jazz & Blues 
Club features the Trombone 
Kellie Gang, one of the hardest 
working bands in the Northern 
Rivers today – they are an 
entertaining ‘old school’ outfit 
with the perfect recipe of street 
blues, jazz swing, gospel, soul 
and a bit of rock and roll.

Friday from 6pm at the 
Condong Bowls Club. 
Tickets from $20 via 
tweedvalleyjazzclub.org.

In Amalfi Roast, Melia Naughton 
presents her one-woman 
show – a fast-paced music 
comedy packed with rapid-fire, 
monumental misadventures 
set to song, serving up the juicy 
(and often messy) moments of 
a well-squeezed life. There are 
also some very special guest 
appearances, with dancing 
numbers.

Friday and Saturday from 
7.30pm at the Byron Theatre. 
Tickets $49.40 via www.
byroncentre.com.au.

Bringing blues, rock and 
crowd-favourite classics, 
Harry Nichols is an incredibly 
talented musician and singer 
who is a master at creating 
unique blends of blues, rock, 
pop, and funk, resulting in an 
addictive and unforgettable 
performance.

Saturday from 5.30pm at Salt 
Bar, Kingscliff. Free show.

JB’s Blues Breakers setlist is 
dedicated to the blues, but not 
limited to it, with country, ‘50s 
rock and roll, and soul featuring 
in their gigs. Their huge 
repertoire means every show 
can be different and a unique 
experience for the audience.

Saturday from 7pm at The 
Northern, Byron Bay.  
Free show.

This week the Ballina Blues 
Club features Dan Hopkins 
& The Generous Few – a 
blues-roots-gospel artist. Dan 
Hopkins plays a punchy brand 
of modern roots that has a 
distinct delta flavour with soul 
and gospel overtones, in an 
emotionally-driven journey 
down a sweetly plucked, but 
often dirty, slide guitar-borne 
road across the Southern 
blues idiom.

Sunday from 2.30 pm at the 
Ballina RSL Boardwalk.  
Free show.

Brian Nankervis always 
dreamed of owning a beach 
house. The Beach House Years is 
the fictional story of ‘Seahaven,’ 
a humble beach house bought 
by Harvey and Shirl Findlay and 
their two young children, on 
the first day of 1964.

Sunday at 4pm at the 
Brunswick Picture House, 
Brunswick Heads. 
Tickets from $35 at 
brunswickpicturehouse.com.

Cinnamon Sun oozes a 
comforting, conscious vibe that 
will have you transported to a 
Tahitian bar under the orange 
setting sun, with all worries 
lost. This is the evolution of 
one man’s global solo roots 
journey, now enriched by a 
dynamic collective of talented 
musicians. The project has 
sparked a fire that wants to 
keep burning.

Sunday from 4pm at the 
Hotel Brunswick,  
Brunswick Heads.  
Free show.

Less than 300 
tickets left!
Following a sold-out inaugural event in 2025, 
Mullum Roots Festival returns bigger and bolder, 
taking over Mullumbimby with an expanded 
program, and an additional venue. The new space 
will host a Youth Battle Of The Bands and give 
more room for music lovers to gather, celebrate and 
connect.

The festival’s eclectic lineup features headline 
legends Mental As Anything – reunited for their 
50th Anniversary Tour with original members Reg 
Mombassa and Peter O’Doherty – alongside three-
time ARIA winner and double-platinum artist Alex 
Lloyd, and ARIA winners Busby Marou.

Nostalgic ‘90s favourites include Dave Graney 
and Clare Moore, Marcia Howard with Damien 
Howard, Lucie Thorne, and The Go-Betweens’ 
Lindy Morrison. Country and blues highlights 
feature outlaw storyteller Bill Chambers, and 
Mullum crowd-pleaser Jo Jo Smith.

Local talent is strongly represented with Kyle 
Lionheart, Zee Star and Hayley Grace, joined by 
Women Of Country, Abbie Cardwell, and The Bay 
Collective. The mix of established acts, emerging 
artists and community performers underscores 
Mullum Roots Festival’s reputation as one of the 
region’s must-attend music events.

Tickets are now on sale and extremely limited – less 
than 300 tickets remain. Act fast to secure your 
spot at this unmissable celebration of live music, 
community and culture in Mullumbimby.

Mullum Roots Festival is proudly sponsored by Stone 
& Wood, supporting live music and local artists.

For ticket information, artist updates and full 
festival details, visit the official Mullum Roots 
Festival website – www.mullumrootsfest.com.

Eclectic Selection
What’s on this week
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mental as anything
Busby Marou | Alex Lloyd

Dave Graney & Clare Moore | The Bay Collective Big Band 

Rob Snarski & Lindy Morrison | Bill Chambers 

Marcia Howard & Damian Howard | The Pinks | Jo Jo Smith  

Youth Battle Of The Bands | Lucie Thorne | Kyle Lionhart  

Abbie cardwell | FINOJET | Rogue Elements | The Hoochers 

 Kristina Olsen | Wild Rocket | Lou Bradley | z-Star  

Kangaroos With Machine Guns | Wanita Queen of Honky Tonk 

Minnie Marks | Mandy Hawkes | Women Of Country 

Brodie Buttons | Jimmy Dowling | Joey’s Coop 

Velcro Bully | Orthentix | Yazmindi

This EOFY 
help us to

power-proof 
BayFM

We urgently need to raise $40,000 to 
upgrade the failing equipment at our 

transmission tower above the St Helena 
Tunnel. This is vital so we can continue 
to broadcast through frequent power 
disruptions and wild weather threats, 
keeping everyone informed and safe. 

Any amount you can spare will help and 
donations (over $2) are tax deductible. 

Thanks and good vibes!

Go to bayfm.org/donate

SCAN ME

FUNDRAISING CABARET

Partners

MANDY NOLAN 
 THE SPACE COWBOY 

KINSHIP DOOBAI DANCERS 
AUNTY JACKIE

Thursday 2nd July  •  6pm - 10pm
Salt, Kingscliff
dharmacare.org.au

Supporting Partners

PARTNER CHARITIES IN CONVERSATION WITH MANDY NOLAN
Fletcher St Cottage • Pottsville Beach Neighbourhood Centre • Fred’s Place • The Shift Project

Floodland
Local filmmaker Darius Devas is 
bringing Floodland – winner of the 
Sustainable Futures Award at the 
Sydney Film Festival – to Mullumbimby, 
for one night only.

For Devas, the appeal lies in the film 
transcending its subject matter. ‘I screen 
films because impact matters,’ says 
Devas. ‘But I’m a filmmaker first, and 
what moves me is when documentary 
becomes art. That’s what creates real 
change, not just information.’

On paper, Floodland tells a familiar 
story. It’s set in Lismore. It’s about the 
catastrophic 2022 floods, the most 
expensive climate disaster in Australia’s 
history. But this is no disaster chronicle. 
Director Jordan Giusti looks beyond 
the mythology of grit and endurance to 
ask something far more unsettling: what 
happens when resilience isn’t enough? 

It’s the characters that struck Devas 
most. Shot in an intimate cinéma 
vérité style over several years, the film 
draws audiences into a new love story 
unfolding against uncertainty, a First 
Nations healer building something 

extraordinary from the wreckage, and 
activists and politicians clashing over 
the soul of a town. ‘These portraits are 
drawn with such care and closeness,’ 
says Devas. ‘You don’t watch these 
people. You sit beside them.’

The cinematography has also drawn 
praise from critics for capturing a 
landscape rarely seen on screen with 
such nuance and depth.

For Devas, that intimacy and craft is 
exactly what elevates Floodland beyond 
a typical climate documentary. ‘This is 
the kind of documentary that doesn’t 
just inform you, it changes you.’

Audiences will get a rare opportunity 
to go behind the film, as well as in front 
of it. Devas will host a live satellite Q&A 
with director Jordan Giusti following the 
screening, digging into the years-long 
process of making the film and the story 
behind its striking visuals and incredible 
characters.

Drill Hall Theatre 7pm on 25 
June. Tickets from https://events.
humanitix.com/floodland
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FOR ALL SESSIONS TO THE SPANISH & LATIN AMERICAN FILM FESTIVAL, PLEASE VISIT SPANISHFILMFESTIVAL.COM 6686 9600 BALLINA FAIR • 6680 8555 BYRON BAYSCAN TO BOOK ONLINE

SPECIAL SCREENINGS
BATMAN (1966) (G)

Mon: 6:30PM - Cult Vault
NT LIVE: THE PLAYBOY OF 
THE WESTERN WORLD (CTC)

Thurs, Sun: 6:00PM. Fri, Sat: 
1:00PM

FAMILY FILMS
MINIONS & MONSTERS (PG) NFT

Daily: 10:30AM, 1:30PM, 
2:45PM, 4:45PM, 5:45PM, 
6:45PM
THE SHEEP DETECTIVES (PG)

Daily: 1:10PM
TOY STORY 5 (G) NFT

Daily: 10:40AM, 11:20AM, 
12:50PM, 3:00PM, 5:15PM, 
6:00PM 

ALL FILMS
BACKROOMS (M)

Daily: 1:40PM, 8:40PM
DISCLOSURE DAY (M)

Daily except Fri, Sat: 12:50PM, 
2:50PM, 5:40PM, 7:45PM. Fri, 
Sat: 2:50PM, 4:00PM, 5:40PM, 
7:45PM
GLENROTHAN (M) NFT

Daily: 10:50AM, 4:00PM
LEVITICUS (MA15+)

Daily: 12:50PM, 8:30PM
MICHAEL (PG)

Daily: 11:00AM, 6:00PM
OBSESSION (MA15+)

Daily: 3:40PM, 8:40PM
STAR WARS: THE 
MANDALORIAN AND GROGU (M)

Sat: 10:30AM. Tues, Wed: 8:15PM 

SUPERGIRL (M) NFT

Daily: 10:30AM, 12:30PM, 
3:30PM, 7:30PM, 8:15PM
THE CHRISTOPHERS (MA15+)

Daily: 3:30PM 

THE DEATH OF ROBIN 
HOOD (MA15+)

Daily except Sat: 10:30AM, 
8:30PM. Sat: 8:30PM
THE MUSICIANS (PG)

Thurs, Sun, Mon: 10:40AM, 
3:50PM. Fri, Sat: 10:40AM, 
7:00PM. Tues, Wed: 10:40AM, 
3:50PM, 6:00PM
TUNER (MA15+)

Daily: 1:00PM, 6:10PM

PALACE BYRON BAY  

DISCLOSURE DAY (M)

Daily except Thurs: 10:00AM, 
6:50PM. Thurs: 11:00AM, 6:50PM
MINIONS & MONSTERS (PG) NFT

Daily except Thurs, Mon: 
10:00AM, 1:00PM, 2:45PM, 
5:30PM. Thurs: 10:00AM, 
12:00PM, 2:45PM, 5:30PM. 
Mon: 10:00AM, 1:00PM, 
3:00PM, 5:30PM
OBSESSION (MA15+)

Daily: 7:20PM
SUPERGIRL (M) NFT

Daily except Thurs: 3:00PM, 
5:00PM, 7:30PM. Thurs: 
2:30PM, 5:00PM, 7:30PM
TOY STORY 5 (G) NFT

Daily except Thurs: 9:45AM, 
12:00PM, 2:15PM, 4:30PM. 
Thurs: 9:45AM, 2:15PM, 
4:30PM

BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS

SESSION TIMES
THURSDAY JUNE 25 

TO WEDNESDAY JULY 1

NOW SHOWING

NOW SHOWING

A heartfelt night of 
fundraising
We can’t solve the lack of social housing investment, or 
magically make emergency accommodation appear, but 
we can help alleviate suffering and bring warmth and 
comfort to people coping in truly awful situations.

Mandy Nolan, The Space Cowboy and the Kinship 
Doobai Dancers are headlining a Winter Warmer 
evening of comedy, cabaret, art and dance – plus 
candid conversations with the Dharma Care campaign’s 
charity partners — raising vital funds for people facing 
homelessness across Byron and Tweed Shires.

Dharma Care will bring its annual Winter Warmer 
Homelessness Relief campaign to life with a fundraising 
cabaret at Salt, Kingscliff on Thursday, 2 July. This 
event is the centrepiece of this year’s campaign. 

Guests will be welcomed with winter-warming canapés 
before settling in for a cabaret show MC’d by celebrated 
comedian Mandy Nolan, featuring world-renowned 
interactive artist and performer The Space Cowboy and 
a vibrant showcase from the Kinship Doobai Dancers, 
opening with a Welcome to Country from Aunty Jackie.

Tickets include canapés, the full cabaret show and a small 
contribution to the Winter Warmer 2026 campaign, with 
a full bar available, raffle and live art auction running 
throughout the night.

Guests will also hear directly from the campaign’s four 
charity partners in conversation with Mandy Nolan, 
sharing first-hand insight into the impact of community 
support on the ground in Byron and Tweed.

We know from people that have  beeb helped over the 
years by the Winter Warmer, that they felt supported, 
valued, safer, and less alone.

Limited tickets from events.humanitix.com/winter-
warmer-02-07-2026.

Drill Hall Theatre, Mullumbimby, from7pm on 25 June. 
Tickets from https://events.humanitix.com/floodland

GIG GUIDE IT’S FREE TO LIST YOUR GIGS IN THE GIG GUIDE 
e: gigs@echo.net.au  

w: echo.net.au/gig-guide.
DEADLINE 5PM ON FRIDAYS

WEDNESDAY 24
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, OLE 

FALCOR
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM HAYLEY 

GRACE
	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 6PM IZZY 

DAY + DUELING PIANO BAR
	■ BRUNSWICK PICTURE HOUSE 8PM 

CHEEKY CABARET
	■ OTTILIES, MULLUMBIMBY, MONDO JAZZ 

CATS
	■ THE PADDOCK PROJECT, MULLUMBIMBY, 

4PM CURRY JAM
	■ KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 6.30PM 

KINGY COMEDY

THURSDAY 25
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, JON J 

BRADLEY DUO
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM LUKE 

HAYWARD BAND
	■ GARDEN BAR, BYRON BAY, 7.30PM 

TEMPLE OF FIRE
	■ HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM YAZMINDI
	■ BRUNSWICK PICTURE HOUSE 8PM 

CHEEKY CABARET
	■ SAINT MARIES, BRUNSWICK HEADS, 6PM 

MONDO JAZZ CATS
	■ OCEAN SHORES TAVERN 5.30PM OPEN 

MIC AT THE TAV
	■ WANDANA BREWING CO., 

MULLUMBIMBY, 3PM LOOSE GOOSE, 
BRAVE DAISY, LUCY’S HOUSE, LOS 
HOUSEPLANTS F.C., DJ LIZA

	■ THE TOP PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 6PM TOP 
JAM NIGHT WITH THE MAX PAZ

	■ DRILL HALL THEATRE, MULLUMBIMBY, 
7PM FLOODLAND SPECIAL SCREENING 
+ SATELLITE Q&A

	■ LISMORE CITY BOWLO 7PM THE SUPPER 
CLUB SOUL BAND

	■ BROADWATER HOTEL 5PM BARDONIAN

FRIDAY 26
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, JASON 

DELPHIN BAND
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 5PM LUKE 

PAULEY + 42 BAND
	■ BYRON THEATRE 7.30PM MELIA 

NAUGHTON – AMALFI ROAST
	■ ELEMENTS OF BYRON 5PM MRS OLE 

DUO
	■ NORTH BYRON HOTEL 5PM DANI 

QUAYLE MUSIC
	■ HAVEN, BYRON BAY, 6PM OMAR DJ 

TRMTO
	■ CLUB LENNOX 7PM DAN HANNAFORD
	■ LENNOX HOTEL 9PM TIM STOKES & THE 

HOT COALS

	■ HOTEL BRUNSWICK 7PM MICKA SCENE
	■ BRUNSWICK PICTURE HOUSE 8PM 

CHEEKY CABARET
	■ OCEAN SHORES TAVERN 5.30PM OPEN 

MIC NIGHT
	■ MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 5.30PM 

BALCONY BEATS FT DENNIS L + 
KRAPPYOKEE WITH JESS

	■ ST JOHN’S SCHOOL HALL, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 7.30PM ECSTATIC 
DANCE MULLUM WITH DJ SOLOMON

	■ HOTEL LISMORE 5.30PM ADAM 
GARDDINER + DJ SPEX

	■ M-ARTS, MURWILLUMBAH, 8PM 
MONSIEUR DIOP VINYL SET

	■ MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES CLUB 6PM 
MARTIN WAY

	■ CONDONG BOWLS CLUB 6PM TWEED 
VALLEY JAZZ & BLUES CLUB FT. 
TROMBONE KELLIE GANG

	■ SALT BAR, KINGSCLIFF, 5.30PM ELEEA
	■ CLUB TWEED 7.30PM LIVING IN THE 80S
	■ CHINDERAH TAVERN 7.30PM FAT 

ALBERT

SATURDAY 27
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, SONIC FX
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 3PM PAT 

TIERNEY
	■ BYRON THEATRE 7.30PM MELIA 

NAUGHTON – AMALFI ROAST
	■ HAVEN, BYRON BAY, 5PM GUY CONTACT, 

SOLAR SUITE, HEADHUNTERS, MR. 
BROTHER & LIZA

	■ NORTH BYRON HOTEL 5PM DJ 
AFRODISEA

	■ WILLIAMS STREET KITCHEN & BAR, 
LENNOX HEAD, 5.30PM JOSH LEE 
HAMILTON

	■ CLUB LENNOX 7PM NEON REVIVAL
	■ LENNOX HOTEL 8PM BEATDUSTA
	■ BALLINA RSL 6PM DAN HANNAFORD
	■ CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, BALLINA, 

8PM NICK COLBY BAND
	■ HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4.30PM FESTA 

JUNINA
	■ BRUNSWICK PICTURE HOUSE 2PM 

CHEEKY CABARET, 7PM BRIAN 
NANKERVIS, 8PM CHEEKY CABARET

	■ BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 6.30PM SAM 
BUCKLEY

	■ MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 6PM 
PIANO BAR W/ JOHN

	■ ELTHAM HOTEL 7PM LEAH SENIOR
	■ HOTEL LISMORE 9.30PM CATH SIMES 

BAND
	■ BROADWATER HOTEL 5PM BROWNIE, 

SWAMPMOSS, RIVER DRIVE, LONELY 
SORT OF DEATH & 6TH FLOOR

	■ M-ARTS, MURWILLUMBAH, LAVA ARTS 
FESTIVAL

	■ MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES CLUB 6PM 
MR TROY

	■ KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 1PM ADAM 
BROWN

	■ SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 5.30PM HARRY 
NICHOLS

	■ CLUB TWEED 7.30PM RADIO CITY
	■ TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 8PM 

RICHARD CLAPTON
	■ EDDIE’S GRUB HOUSE, COOLANGATTA, 

8PM HITCHHIKE THE DAWN

SUNDAY 28
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, PHIL & 

TILLEY
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 7PM PNAU
	■ HAVEN, BYRON BAY, 12PM WAX’O 

PARADISO + AL ROYALE, ZAC STARS, 
MILLIE & HOT SALAMI

	■ LENNOX HOTEL 4PM DON ROGERS
	■ WHARF BAR, BALLINA, 2PM LUKE 

YEAMAN
	■ BALLINA RSL BOARDWALK 2.30PM 

BALLINA BLUES CLUB FEAT DAN 
HOPKINS & THE GENEROUS FEW

	■ SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA, 3PM 
LIVING IN THE 80S

	■ HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4PM CINNAMON SUN
	■ BRUNSWICK PICTURE HOUSE 2PM 

CHEEKY CABARET, 4PM BRIAN 
NANKERVIS, 8PM CHEEKY CABARET

	■ OCEAN SHORES COUNTRY CLUB 3PM 
OPEN MIC

	■ MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 3PM OPEN 
MIC WITH THE SWAMP CATS

	■ BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 1PM BEN WHITING
	■ M-ARTS, MURWILLUMBAH, 5PM ROUND 

MOUNTAIN GIRLS
	■ CLUB TWEED 1PM PAULLY + SCOTT 

WHATMAN

MONDAY 29
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, ALBY 

PITMAN
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM TAHLIA 

MATHESON

TUESDAY 30
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, DAN 

HANNAFORD
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM DEVU

WEDNESDAY 1
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 

SAMSARUH
	■ THE PADDOCK PROJECT, MULLUMBIMBY, 

4PM CURRY JAM
	■ OTTILIES, MULLUMBIMBY, 6PM MONDO 

JAZZ CATS
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Classifieds North Coast news online

 PUBLIC NOTICES
WHERE TO GET THE ECHO  
If you live in Newrybar, Lennox Head or 
Ballina, but outside our current home 
delivery area, you can pick up an Echo 
from many locations, including: 
Newrybar Providore Newrybar; Richies 
IGA Ballina, Ballina RSL, One Stop Shop 
Ballina, Ballina Golf Club East Ballina, 
Brighton St Takeaway near the Shawsy, 
Seagrass Lennox, Lennox pub drive-
through, Station St Grocer Lennox

DEATH NOTICES

HEALTH
‘CRUNCHY’ SPIRULINA available again in 
Aust, as well as powder and capsules. 
www.spirulinaplanet.com 0498327481

KINESIOLOGY 
Clear subconscious sabotages. 
Reprogram patterns and beliefs. 

Restore vibrancy and  
physical health. De-stress. 

0403125506 
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

HYPNOSIS & EFT 
Simple and effective solutions. 

Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma. 
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

HYPNOSIS & NLP 
Over 30 years of experience 

WendyPurdey.com. Ph 0497 090 233

TRADEWORK

TREE SERVICES
LEAF IT TO US - Tree Care Specialists 
Local, qualified, insured, free quotes.  

Big to small we enjoy it all - 
0402487213

FOR SALE

MOBILITY SCOOTER 

 
Excellent condition. $600 

Brunswick Heads Ph 0410009076

VAMOS FAT BIKE  
HALF PRICE! 

$2000 (purchased 7/8/25 $4000) 
1600km No mobile coverage at my 

location. Email Theo on 4engeltenaer@
tpg.com.au

ITEMS UNDER $100

FREE PIANO 
Free Kawai piano, excellent condition. 

Contact 0408022497

WANTED
TREE FERNS  

Any shape, size. Royalties paid. 
Ongoing supply needed. 0414904396

LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop 
crap! Matt 0401955052

GARAGE SALES
MYOCUM 68 McAuleys Ln Fri-Sun 10am-
3pm. Winter clothes from $3.

BUSINESS FOR SALE
VIBRANT Byron-based mobile juice stall 
est. 1985. Four perm. monthly community 
markets (3 LGA permits) + extra events, 
secure trailer, modern equipment, reliable 
customers ~$50K. Ph 0431284741

SHORT TERM ACCOM.

2 MONTHS MULLUM 
MULLUM pref mat fem/cple, cat-lover 
to caretake/rent f/f hse, solar h/water. 
19/7 to 15/9, no kids/pets, n/s, Sgle 
$250pw cple $280pw plus bills, incl 

Wi-Fi. 0432623165

TO LET

LOCAL REMOVAL 
& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly,  

with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

TO LEASE
OFFICE/WORKSPACE 42sqm $402pw 
Billinudgel. Ph Lifestyle Group 66851206

POSITIONS VACANT
HC TRUCK DRIVERS WANTED!  

The cane season starts in June in the 
NSW Northern Rivers area: Condong, 

Broadwater and Harwood sugar mill sites. 
Send a brief driving history or resume to 

Wendy.Keel@sctlogistics.com.au

LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Work 
available in busy adult parlour. Travellers 
welcome. 66816038 for details.

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED 
Flexible work hours – perfect 2nd income 

Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

TUITION

PETS
PET SITTER AVAILABLE  

Kind, confident animal carer available 
for your four-legged fur baby.  

References available. 
Call Pawla on 0415340744

DISCLAIMER
Advertisements placed in The Byron 

Shire Echo do not reflect the views or 
opinions of the editorial staff. 

The Byron Shire Echo does not make 
any representations as to the accuracy 

or suitability of any content or 
information contained in advertising 

material nor does publication constitute 
in any way an endorsement by The 
Byron Shire Echo of the content or 
representations contained therein. 

The Byron Shire Echo does not accept 
any liability for the representations or 
promises made in paid advertisements 
or for any loss or damage arising from 

reliance on such content, 
representations or promises.

MARGARET ROSE 
NEWBOULD
12/1/1944 –13/6/2026

Much loved and Mother to Paul 
and Mark (dec) Grandmother 
to Shane, Stephen, Tian. Great 

Grandmother to Ruby and Riley. 
Local community leader/

volunteer to Probus, Lions Driver 
Reviver, Computer Classes.

Margaret was a shining light and 
friend to many. A beautiful lady 

passed away too soon after a 
short battle with cancer. 
Will be missed by many.

Flying free now with 
Jim and Mark.

Mindfulness @ Work 

Bring greater focus, 
clarity and calm into your 

workplace.
 

Certified Mindfulness 
Educator Paul Bibby

0401 926 090

Supporting humans of all ages
to thrive.

0413 003 301
www.katemessengerkinesiology.com.au

Stress, sleep, learning, behaviour,
posture, muscles, healthy emotions,

trauma release & more...

Septic Waste Removal
Summerland
Environmental
The Liquid Waste Specialists!
 • Septic tank cleaning
 • Grease trap servicing
 • Oily Liquids
 • Portable toilet hire
 • 24 hour service

6687 2880

0427 347 380
Fully insured • Free quotes

20 years local experience
• 19 inch chipper • Stump grinding 

• Cherry picker • Crane truck • Bob Cat 

Byron Bay & Surrounding AreasByron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 31406681 3140
Mobile 0417 698 227Mobile 0417 698 227

• Arborist • 15” Wood • Arborist • 15” Wood 
Chipper • Stump Grinder  Chipper • Stump Grinder  

• Fully Insured• Fully Insured

Tip Runs &
Rubbish  
Removal

0408 210 772

 
 

contact@thinkblinkdesign.com
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

Adobe 
Tutoring

Experienced 
Professional  

Tutor
 • Photoshop  

• Indesign   
• Illustrator

To make an appointment  
0403 533 589 • Billinudgel

petsforlifeanimalshelter.net

Meet Johnny, a big, handsome ‘leopard like’ 
tabby lad, who can’t wait to meet you! He’s 

very friendly, playful, and affectionate. At just 
2yrs and 9 months, he’s still very active and 

energetic, and loves to have fun climbing! He’s 
just a lovely all round cat. Can be dominant 

with other cat’s, so best as an only cat.

Desexed and vaccinated, microchip 
9401000028968302 D.O.B 1/9/23

See our Facebook for video and more!

JO
HN

N
Y

Visit friendsofthepound.com to 
view other dogs and cats looking for a home.

ABN 83 126 970 338

T
U
R
B
O

T
U
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Turbo is a 6 month old, Collie/Kelpie X. This 
lovely boy is smart and very energetic. He would 
suit an active family on property with a job to do.

#991003002442489 Location: Murwillumbah
For more information contact 

Yvette on 0421 831 128.
Please complete an Expression of Interest 

at:https://friendsofthepound.com/
adoption-expression-of-interest/

 

Like us on Facebook!
AWL NSW Rehoming Organisation 
Number: R251000222

Nudge is aptly named as she likes to give 
lots of nudges of affection. She’s an outgoing 
young lady who is always happy to receive 
love & attention. Nudge would fit almost any 
family due to her fantastic personality. Why 
not call in & be nudged by Nudge!
To meet Nudge, please visit the Cat 
Adoption Centre at 124 Dalley Street, 
Mullumbimby.

OPEN: Tues 2.30-4.30pm 
Thurs 3-5pm / Sat 10am-12 noon 
Call AWL on 0436 845 542

N
u
d
g
e
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Adopt a Rooster.
This is Wally. He was dumped at an elderly 
woman’s home west of Murwullimbah 
earlier this year.  He’s a medium sized 
rooboy, a bit bigger than an ISA Brown hen.  
He’s at our Foster Carers and she says he’s 
quiet, friendly and very keen to care for 
some girls instead of just looking at them 
in the distance!
Here’s the link to adopt him (he’s #64) or 
ask us questions.  
whogivesacluck.org/shop/roosters-to-
adopt/
whogivesacluck.org 
@whogivesacluck

Who gives a Cluck?

R
U

ST
Y

R
U

ST
Y

 

 
T:  6681 1860   E:  shelter@nras.org.au 

W:  www.nras.org.au 

Rusty is a sweet, gentle and very friendly 5.5 year old 
American Staffy. He’s fantastic with kids, knows all 

the basic commands and loves car rides.
Rusty would do best as an only pet. He needs a 

confident owner and some lead training. A sturdy 
boy, Rusty also needs regular exercise to reach his 
ideal weight. If you love Staffies and lead an active 

lifestyle, Rusty could be the perfect companion.
Rehoming Number R251000060

Byron Dog Rescue (CAWI)

Meet Archie, Heeler x Staffy x Greyhound 
/ Male2 years / Desexed Archie is a sweet 

soul who adores humans and is looking for a 
buddy that will look after him forever. He’s a 
cuddler and happy to chill alongside you. He 

gets on well with other dogs and knows all the 
obedience basics.Archie needs a secure fenced 

area, ok with older kids, no cats or livestock

Call Julia on 0458 461 935 or apply via 
byrondogrescue.org
MC: 991003002588255

A
RC

H
IE

CONTACT SAM AT 
GL.1stByronBay@nsw.scouts.com.au

www.1st-byron-bay.group.scoutsnsw.com.au

Volunteers 
needed.

Any age, any skill to 
continue the adventure.

1st Byron Bay
Scout Group

Call Annette 
1300 WILDLIFE 
or apply online  

A small team  

with a  
BIG 

 

v i s i o n
www.byronbaywildlifehospital.org

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED

SUNDAY 28 JUNE
FROM 9AM AT LULU’S CAFE 
MULLUMBIMBY · VINTAGE 
CLOTHES · BITS & PIECES 
TREASURES · COOL STUFF

ECHO CLASSIFIEDS – 6684 1777
CLASSIFIEDS THAT 
WORK ALL WEEK!

Echo Classies also appear online: 
www.echo.net.au/classifi ed-ads

CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS
PHONE ADS
Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777
AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE
Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo o�  ce:

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby
EMAIL ADS
Display (box ads) and line classi� eds, email: 
classifi eds@echo.net.au 
Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to 
Friday, 9am–5pm. Ads can’t be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

DEADLINE TUES 12PM
Publication day is Wednesday, booking deadlines 
are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT
LINE ADS:
$17.00 for the fi rst two lines 
$5.00 for each extra line 
$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

DISPLAY ADS (with a border): $14 
per column centimetre
These prices include GST.
Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.
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Classifieds
BIRTHDAYS

ONLY ADULTS
Need proper erotic relaxation?  

TANTRIC MASSAGE 
Men, Women, Couples. Ph 0480779325

BALLINA EXCLUSIVE  
34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late. 

In & Out Calls. 66816038. 
Ladies wanted 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter! 

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP 
Large variety of toys and lingerie 

6/6 Tasman Way, A&I Est, Byron Bay  
0416 899 048

SOCIAL ESCORTS
LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available 
for your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself. 
In-house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

VIGILANT SINCE 1986

Happy Birthday!
to the 
legendary 
comedian, 
ukulele  
player, 
and Echo  
stalwart, 
Brian 
Mollet

DATE 
June
/ July

DAY, 
MOON 
PHASE

SUN 
RISE /
SET

MOON 
RISE /
SET

HIGH  
TIDES,  

height (m)

LOW  
TIDES,  

height (m)

24 W 6:38 
16:58

12:41 
1:21

03:28 1.26 
16:55 1.48

09:48 0.46 
23:06 0.72

25 TH 6:39 
16:58

13:14 
2:17

04:26 1.19 
17:44 1.56 10:32 0.45

26 F 6:39 
16:58

13:50 
3:13

05:21 1.15 
18:26 1.63

00:07 0.66 
11:15 0.44

27 SA 6:39 
16:58

14:30 
4:10

06:12 1.14 
19:06 1.68

00:57 0.60 
11:55 0.42

28 SU 6:39 
16:59

15:16 
5:06

06:57 1.14 
19:44 1.72

01:40 0.54 
12:33 0.40

29 M 6:39 
16:59

16:07 
5:59

07:39 1.15 
20:21 1.75

02:19 0.49 
13:12 0.39

30 TU 6:39 
16:59

17:01 
6:49

08:17 1.17 
20:58 1.76

02:55 0.47 
13:48 0.38

1 W 6:39 
17:00

17:58 
7:34

08:56 1.18 
21:33 1.76

03:30 0.45 
14:26 0.37

2 TH 6:39 
17:00

18:56 
8:14

09:34 1.19 
22:09 1.74

04:04 0.45 
15:04 0.38

3 F 6:39 
17:01

19:53 
8:49

10:15 1.20 
22:44 1.71

04:39 0.45 
15:45 0.41

4 SA 6:39 
17:01

20:50 
9:21

10:57 1.21 
23:19 1.66

05:15 0.44 
16:26 0.46

5 SU 6:39 
17:01

21:46 
9:51

11:44 1.23 
23:56 1.59

05:53 0.44 
17:13 0.52

6 M 6:39 
17:02

22:43 
10:20 12:35 1.26 06:32 0.43 

18:05 0.59

7 TU 6:39 
17:02

23:42 
10:49

00:37 1.51 
13:34 1.31

07:15 0.42 
19:10 0.65

8 W 6:39 
17:03

 
11:21

01:25 1.41 
14:40 1.39

08:01 0.41 
20:29 0.69

9 TH 6:39 
17:03

0:44 
11:56

02:25 1.31 
15:47 1.50

08:52 0.39 
21:56 0.67

10 F 6:38 
17:04

1:51 
12:37

03:34 1.23 
16:53 1.63

09:47 0.36 
23:20 0.59

11 SA 6:38 
17:04

3:01 
13:26

04:47 1.19 
17:56 1.76 10:45 0.32

12 SU 6:38 
17:04

4:12 
14:25

05:58 1.18 
18:53 1.88

00:32 0.49 
11:43 0.27

13 M 6:38 
17:05

5:21 
15:33

07:01 1.19 
19:47 1.97

01:31 0.38 
12:39 0.21

14 TU 6:37 
17:05

6:23 
16:46

07:59 1.23 
20:38 2.02

02:23 0.30 
13:32 0.18

15 W 6:37 
17:06

7:16 
17:59

08:51 1.26 
21:26 2.02

03:11 0.25 
14:25 0.17

16 TH 6:37 
17:06

8:01 
19:09

09:41 1.29 
22:11 1.96

03:56 0.24 
15:15 0.20

17 F 6:37 
17:07

8:39 
20:14

10:30 1.31 
22:53 1.85

04:39 0.26 
16:04 0.27

18 SA 6:36 
17:07

9:12 
21:16

11:18 1.32 
23:32 1.70

05:20 0.30 
16:55 0.38

19 SU 6:36 
17:08

9:42 
22:15 12:09 1.32 05:59 0.34 

17:46 0.51

20 M 6:35 
17:09

10:12 
23:12

00:11 1.53 
13:03 1.33

06:37 0.39 
18:45 0.64

21 TU 6:35 
17:09

10:42 00:49 1.37 
14:04 1.34

07:15 0.43 
19:59 0.73

22 W 6:35 
17:10

11:14 
0:09

01:33 1.22 
15:12 1.37

07:58 0.46 
21:26 0.76

SUN, MOON & TIDES 
– TIMES FOR NEXT 4 WEEKS

Data sourced from Bureau of 
Meteorology. Times adjusted for 
Daylight Savings when applicable.

AMBULANCE, FIRE, POLICE .............................................000
AMBULANCE Mullumbimby & Byron Bay ................................131 233
POLICE Brunswick Heads .......................................................... 6629 7510
 Mullumbimby ................................................................ 6629 7570
 Byron Bay ......................................................................... 6685 9499
 Bangalow ......................................................................... 6629 7500
STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE Storm & tempest damage, flooding ...132 500
BRUNSWICK VALLEY RESCUE Primary rescue........................... 6685 1999
BRUNSWICK MARINE RADIO TOWER .................................... 6685 0148
BYRON CENTRAL HOSPITAL ...................................................... 6639 9400
BYRON COUNCIL: EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS ............. 6622 7022
NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE (Mullumbimby) ........................... 6684 1286
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 24 hour crisis line.................................1800 656 463
LIFELINE ...................................................................................................131 114
MENSLINE ....................................................................................1300 789 978
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 24 hours .................................1800 423 431
AL-ANON Help for family and friends of alcoholics .......................1300 252 666
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Meets daily ...................................... 6680 7280
NORTHERN RIVERS GAMBLING SERVICE ............................ 6687 2520
HIV/AIDS – ACON Confidential testing & information ..................... 6622 1555
ANIMAL RESCUE (DOGS & CATS) ............................................ 6622 1881
NORTHERN RIVERS WILDLIFE CARERS.............................. 6628 1866
KOALA HOTLINE ............................................................................. 6622 1233
WIRES – NSW Wildlife Information & Rescue Service... 6628 1898

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

The Echo’s Market Guide
Find it online: www.echo.net.au/market-guide

MONTHLY MARKETS:
1st SAT: Brunswick Heads Markets – 8am–2pm
1st SUN:  Byron Community Market – 8am–3pm 
 Pottsville Beach Markets – 7am–1pm
2nd SUN: The Channon Craft Market – 9am–3pm 
 Chillingham Markets – 8am–1pm 
 Coolangatta Arts & Craft Markets – 8am–2pm 
 Tabulam Community Market – 9am–1pm
3rd SAT: Mullumbimby Community Market – 8am–2pm 
 Murwillumbah Makers & Finders Market – 9am–2pm 
 Salt Beach Markets, South Kingscliff/Casuarina – 8am–1pm
3rd SUN: Federal Village Market – 8am–2pm 
 Uki Buttery Bazaar Market – 8am–2pm 
 Pottsville Beach Markets – 7am–1pm 
 Lismore City Bowlo Markets – 9am–1pm 
3rd SUN (Dec & Jan): Byron Community Market – 8am–3pm
4th SAT: Kyogle Bazaar – 9am–2pm
Last SAT: Evans Head Rotary Market – 8am–1pm
4th SUN: Bangalow Market – 8am–2.30pm 
 Nimbin Markets – 9am–3pm 
 Murwillumbah Showground Market – 8am–1pm 
4th SUN (in a 5-Sunday month): Coolangatta Arts & Crafts – 8am–2pm
5th SUN: Nimbin Markets – 8.30am–3pm

Seasonal:  Byron Beachside Market – four times a year: Wed 7th Jan 2026,  
 Easter Friday, Sat 11th July and Sat 26th Sept

FARMERS/WEEKLY MARKETS:
Each TUE: New Brighton Farmers Market – 7am–11am 
 Lismore Organic Market – 7.30am–10.30am
Each WED: Murwillumbah Farmers Market – 7am–11am 
 Nimbin Farmers Market – 3pm–6pm 
 Newrybar Hall Twilight Market – 3pm–7.30pm
Each THU: Byron Bay Farmers Market – 7am–11am 
 Lismore Produce Market – 3pm–6pm
Each FRI: Mullumbimby Farmers Market – 7am–11am 
 Evans Head Farmers Market – 2.30pm–6.30pm
Each SAT: Bangalow Farmers Market – 7am–11am 
 Duranbah Road Farmers Market (Tropical Fruit World) 8am–11am 
 Uki Farmers Market – 8am–1pm 
 Lismore Farmers Market – 7.30am–11.30am 
 Byron Twilight Market (October to April) 4pm–9pm
Each SUN: Ballina Farmers & Producers Market – 7am–11am

The Echo updates this guide regularly, however sometimes 
markets change their routine without letting us know. 
Please get in touch if you want to advise us of a change.

Classifieds / Community at Work

Together She Thrives
Together She Thrives is inviting women 
to join a free bushwalk to Whian 
Whian Falls on Saturday 27 June, from 
9am to 1pm. This beautiful guided 
walk follows Rocky Creek through 
stunning rainforest scenery, waterfalls 
and natural boulder formations. It’s 
a wonderful opportunity to connect 
with nature, enjoy some gentle 
exercise, and meet other women in a 
relaxed and supportive environment. 
Participants can carpool or meet at 
the falls. A reasonable level of fitness 
is required. Bookings are essential and 
can be made via togethershethrives.
org.au. Together She Thrives also 
invites women to a free board games 
afternoon on Monday 29 June, from 
1pm to 3pm at the Mullumbimby 
Ex-Services Club. Come along for a 
fun and relaxed afternoon of board 
games, laughter, friendly competition, 
and connection. This is a free event, 
however bookings are essential. To 
register, visit togethershethrives.org.au.

Byron Bay Seniors 
A midwinter celebration will be held 
Thursday, 25 June from 1pm to 3pm at 
the Byron Community Cabin, Carlyle 
Street, Byron Bay. Tickets: $10 online 
Via Humanatix. All proceeds support 
the Byron Seniors Club.

Classes in digital skills will be held: 
Mondays and Fridays until 26 June
at the Byron Community Centre, 
69 Jonson Street, from 2.30pm to 
4.30pm
Cost: free, all welcome. Bookings 
essential. Classes are for 50+ only

Lismore Rainforest 
walk 28 June
The next guided walk at the Lismore 
Rainforest Botanic Gardens is at 10am 
this Sunday, 28 June. Andreas will 
take visitors through the Useful Plants 
Garden for a one -hour, unpaved but 
easy walk. Immerse yourself in the 
beautiful rainforest, featuring plants 
used by Aboriginal people for over 
40,000 years, for medicine, tools, food 
and shelter. The walk begins in the 
Sensory Garden and continues into 
the Useful Plants Garden. Plants are 
labelled and signage also gives extra 
details about these wonderful native 
plants which you can grow in your home 
garden. Meet at the Visitor’s Centre at 
the Botanic Gardens (Wyrallah Road, 
East Lismore) at 9.45am. Bookings are 
essential, email   publicity@friendslrbg.
com.au $5 for adults, children are free.  
And we’d love you to join the Friends for 
morning tea after the walk. Gold coin 
appreciated. Wear sturdy shoes, hat and 
warm clothes. 

Christmas in July
The Crowley Care Auxiliary is hosting 
a Christmas in July Luncheon on 
Thursday, 23 July 2026, from 12.30pm 
to 3.30pm at Crowley Activity Centre 
in Ballina. Tickets are $45 per person 
and include Christmas nibbles, lunch, 
dessert, live entertainment and lucky 
door prizes. All proceeds support 
activities and programs for Crowley 
Care residents. RSVP by Thursday, 16 
July to Crowley Care Reception at 154 
Cherry Street, Ballina — phone 1300 139 
099. BYO drinks. Please advise of any 
dietary requirements when booking.

Free Nia Dance Class – 
Brunswick Heads
Together She Thrives invites women 
to enjoy a free morning of movement, 
music, connection and wellbeing 
on Wednesday, 8 July, from 10am to 
11.30am in the Memorial Hall. Nia is a 
joyful movement practice combining 
dance, mindfulness and gentle fitness. 
Suitable for all ages and fitness levels, 
no experience is necessary. The 
session will conclude with a relaxing 
guided meditation. This is a free 
event, but bookings are essential. Visit 
www.togethershethrives.org.au.

On The Horizon
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Email copy marked ‘On The Horizon’ to editor@echo.net.au.  

The Garden Table 
Luncheon 
A meeting for local elders at the 
Brunswick Bowling  Club will be 
held on the last Wednesday of every 
month, between 12 and 2pm. This is 
a meeting of great locals to have fun, 
share an cuppa and listen to short 
talks about healthy ageing. 
All welcome. Any queries please call 
0407 597 273.

Zonta group
Zonta Northern Rivers, will be 
holding monthly meetings at Ballina 
RSL. Meetings will be held on the 
third Wednesday of each month, 
commencing at 6pm, and we 
welcome anyone interested to come 
to meetings at Ballina RSL, 
or contact directly for further 
information: 0409 248 822. 

Heart circle singing 
Heart Circle: community-led singing, 
uplifting songs, inspiring readings, 
short meditation, a different theme 
and leader every week. Nourish the 
soul. All welcome. Every Sunday 10 to 
11.30am at South Golden Beach Hall. 
Suggested contribution $5 (to cover 
rent). Enquiries: text Linda  
0415 412 514. 

Vollies needed for toy 
library
Byron Shire toy library is looking 
for volunteers to help run the library. 
We have two sites, Suffolk Park 
and Ocean Shores. It’s an easy, fun 
way to spend a morning. You are 
required to do a two or three hour 
shift every week or every two weeks. 
If interested please contact Pippy 
Wardell; byronbayseniors@gmail.com. 

A few hands can make a 
big difference!
On Monday and Friday mornings, a 
small group gathers at Coolamon 
Community to pack coolamons 
shared through Aboriginal Health 
Service midwives to Aboriginal mums 
and babies in regional and remote 
communities. It’s simple, hands-on 
work – done with care, respect and 

purpose. There’s always room for a 
few more. If you’d like to lend a hand 
and be part of something meaningful, 
contact Pam on 0417 393 168 or info@
coolamoncommunity.org.au. 

Byron Seniors
Join our friendly group for cards. We 
play 500 at a local venue.  
No charge. For enquiries, message 
Nancy on 0498 480 373.

Soul song
Community-led singing, devotional 
uplifting songs, short meditation, 
inspiring readings, non-denominal. 
Held first and third Sundays from 
10am to 11.30am at the Scout Hall, 
Bangalow Showgrounds. All welcome. 
For more info call Sue 0402 052 457.

Seniors activities at 
the Byron Community 
Cabin
Seniors activities at the Byron 
Community Cabin, Carlyle St, Byron 
Bay:  Seniors Chair Yoga Tuesday and 
Fridays, 10am to 11am – Contact Pippy 
0421 926 785, by donation. Free Tai 
Chi with Baz – Tuesdays 11.15am till 
12.15pm, Thursdays 2pm till 3pm. Still 
Here Theatre – Senior’s theatre group. 
All ages welcome to our fun drama and 
theatre workshops. Thursdays 10am 
to 12pm at the cabin. By donation. 
Contact Brin on 0423 120 280.

Cake can save the 
world!
Every month, the good women of the 
Bangalow CWA pick up their weapons 
of choice. A cake tin, some eggs, some 
flour, some sugar and a whole lot of 
love. As a grassroots organisation 
dedicated to improving the welfare of 
women, children and the vulnerable, 
the making and baking of cakes for the 
monthly cake stall is how they raise 
the much needed funds to support 
the good work of Liberation Larder, 
Fletcher Street Cottage, The Winsome 
Hotel, The SHIFT Project Byron Bay 
and the Bangalow Community Pantry. 
The next cake stall is on Saturday, 
28 March from 8am to 1pm at the 
CWA Rooms in Bangalow, 31 Byron 
Street, Bangalow. While you are there, 

why not find out about becoming a 
member? 

Bruns U3A
Lifelong learning for retired folk in 
their third age. Our interest groups 
are Tuesday forum, garden group, 
foodies, movie and lunch, men’s 
shed, French revisited, Scottish 
folk dance, Mahjong, Walkers and 
talkers, Shabashi, table tennis, chess, 
debating group, ukelele. For days, 
times email info@bvu3a.org or call 
Denise 0423 778 573.

Friends of Libraries
Friends of Libraries wish to thank all 
who kindly donated books for the 
Annual Book Fair in July, in doing so, 
you have greatly contributed towards 
making the up and coming Book Fair 
yet another great four day event. For 
those still wishing to supply books 
please hold on to them until next year.

Suffolk Park Land and 
Dune Care Group 
Join the Suffolk Park Land and 
Dune Care Group and help protect 
and restore our beautiful local 
environment. We meet on the last 
Sunday of every month for hands-on 
activities, including dune restoration, 
weed removal, planting natives, and 
learning about local ecosystems. It’s a 
great way to meet like-minded people, 
enjoy the outdoors, learn new skills, 
and contribute to the health of our 
coastline and community. 
To join, simply text your email address 
to 0428 942 903.

Older adult exercise
Chair-based older adults exercise 
classes run by a qualified instructor, 
that feel more like fun than exercise, 
are held every Thursday at 10.15am 
in the Brunswick Memorial Hall. Cost 
$10. All welcome. Just show up, or 
if you have any questions, please 
contact Di on 0427 026 935.

Brunswick Heads 
Women’s Social Tennis 
Mondays 7.30 to 8.30am. All levels 
welcome. Just rock up – no need to 
book, $5 members, $7 non. Cash only. 
Email brunstennis@gmail.com. 

Regular As Clockwork
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY
Please note that, owing to space restrictions, not all entries may be included each week. Email copy 
marked ‘Regular As Clockwork’ to editor@echo.net.au.
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ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS 
BYRON BOOKKEEPING BAS, Payroll, AR/AP, Xero, QB, MYOB.......................................0415 639548
BOOKKEEPER Reg BAS provider, payroll, A/P, A/R. Xero & MYOB. Local, reliable..........0410 206627
BLOOMING BOOKKEEPING and BAS Agent................................................... Ph Leah 0434 121077

ACUPUNCTURE 
ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis..............................................0490 022183

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

Mullumbimby 
Refrigeration & 
Airconditioning 
Services

– Sales – Installation – Repairs  
– All Commercial Refrigeration  
–  Residential & Commercial 

Airconditioning 
– Coolroom Design & Construction  
– Freezer Rooms

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby   
Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492 6684 2783

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 36+ years exp. Lic 178464C AU30147.......................0422 291433
ARTISAN AIR Airconditioning and refrigeration. ............................................................... 66809394
SKIP AIR: Airconditioning installation, servicing, repairs. Free quotes. 5-star rated......0406 485187

ARCHITECTS
OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au..........................................0412 251392

AUTOMOTIVE

6684 5296

WE PAY FOR
UNWANTED CARS

Free metal drop off
Locally owned

$50–$1500

CAR BODY REMOVAL
ABSOLUTELY FREE

CASH ON THE SPOT GUARANTEE

$50 – $1000
WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES & VANS

PHONE 0466 113 333 24/7
EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au

BARBER SHOPS 
PENSIONERS/KIDS FROM $25 – ADULTS FROM $30: 6 Brunswick Tce Mullum......0421 679015

BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS

CURTAINS 

SUNSCREENS 

AWNINGS  
ROLL BLINDS 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

LOCAL    SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM 

1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay 

66668800  88886622
FFRREEEE  MMEEAASSUURREE  QQUUOOTTEE  
oonn  oouurr  ccoommpplleettee  rraannggee  ooff  

iinntteerriioorr  &&  eexxtteerriioorr    
wwiinnddooww  ttrreeaattmmeennttss  

SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION 

www.blinddesignbyronbay.com.au 
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B L I N D S    S H U T T E R S    A W N I N G S    C U R T A I N S

BRICKLAYING

WALLFIX
REMEDIAL

• 20 years’ experience in lintel replacement
• Crack stitching installation • Repointing
• Retaining walls and all damaged brickwork
Call: 0403 141 760 • Email: wallfixremedial@gmail.com  

www.wallfixremedial.com.au
Servicing the Northern Rivers

Lic no. 292267C Master Builder No. 3029326

BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors. Lic 291958C. Phone Mark.........................................0409 444268 

BUILDING TRADES
• DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable 

market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

Structural – Landscaping
Fencing – Composite Decking
Hardwood – Pine – Hardware

B&B Timbers
66867911

110 Teven Road, Ballina
New logo - Same quality & service

sales@bbtimbers.com.au            www.bbtimbers.com.au

BUILDER – JOHN MCGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C........... 0415 793242

HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C................................................0432 565060

FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C.......................... 66808162 

CARPENTER / JOINER 30 years experience. Prompt efficient service. Fully insured. Other licensed trades 

avail, incl plastering/painting etc. 24/7 Emergency 4WD call-out avail. Lic 43794C.........0423 500693

BUILDER Extensions, maintenance, new homes, insurance, landscaping Lic19953Q........ 0403 458177

SEA LION BUILDERS: All Building Works / Maintenance Lic #243734C.....................Ph 0407 351720 

VIDLER BUILT decks, extensions, bathrooms, kitchens, timber fencing Lic 304237c........0413 502281

BUSH REGENERATION & WEED CONTROL

Qualified service  
Weed treatment 
Native forest recovery 
Camphor culling

0431 636 608

Bush Regeneration

regen@reforestnow.org.au

THE GREEN WAVE: native reforestation and weed management........................ (John) 0491 117656

CARPENTRY & JOINERY  
LOCAL CARPENTER small, medium or large jobs. Lic 207899c................................Ph 0431 048856
ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Reliable. 20 years exp...............................0437 202050
BYRON BAY CARPENTRY & CONSTR. Decks, kitchen, bath, laundry. Lic 337421c........0432 549082
PARRY’S CARPENTRY - Decks, Pergolas, Repairs, Renovations. Licence 491263C. ..Ph 0478 429767

CLEANING

Services List
(Low Pressure Softwashing)
Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings, 
Solar panels, Retaining walls 
Driveways, Paths, Pavers,  
Fences, Decks, Patios,  
Pool areas.

Locally owned and Operated
Residential and Commercial

No job too big or small
Obligation free quote

Fully insured

0426 119 550      info@nraquapressurecleaning.com.au      ABN: 47576013867

AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING

Byron Bay 5 Stars
CLEANING SERVICE

CLEANS: Holiday, Residential, Bond, Commercial, Spring.

Phone Mick 0409 009 024
Email: mickbhl@gmail.com

PRESSURE CLEANING
HOT WATER

ROOF CLEANING & PAINTING • DECK RESTORATION

0455 573 554Fr� quote
FCRTEAM.AUCall or scan today

BETTY’S CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES............................................... Text 0476 984649
PRESSURE WASH IT WASHING !!! .................................................... Text YOKO 0475040733 

COMPUTER SERVICES

One-on-one, patient, experienced 
teacher offering digital support for 
seniors needing help with phones, 

laptops and computers.

Phone or email: 0420 235 624  
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

FLASH COMPUTERS Mac & PC. Affordable & helpful. 77 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby..02 66844124

CONCRETING & PAVING

SALISBURY 
CONCRETING  

Li
c.

13
67

17
c

Over 30 yrs’ local experience. 
All forms of concreting. 
Residential • Civil • Industrial 

DARYL 0418 234 302

SHAKA CONCRETING Driveways, sheds, slabs, p/ways, patios. Insured & Lic#391742C.....0402 728207
MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com.......................................0402 613638

DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS
BYRON BAY FLOOR SANDING by Chris Wallace. Quality assured. Best prices................0408 536565
DECK REFINISHING EVANS HEAD Customer satisfaction guaranteed..........................0413 786879
FCR DECK SANDING, OILING Local, 12 years exp. 190x5-star reviews. Free quotes ... 0419 789600

DESIGN & DRAFTING
MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com.......................................0402 613638
HOLM STUDIO architectural drafting & planning services. holmstudio.com.au............0488 216555
LIGHT SPACE DESIGN Interiors + building design. lightspacedesign.com.au...............0421 276996

ECHO SERVICE DIRECTORY 
RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE 
Deadline: For additions and changes is 12pm Friday
Line ads: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid

Display ads: $70 per week for colour display ad.  
Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid.  

Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high.  
New ads will be placed at end of section.

Contact:  6684 1777  or  adcopy@echo.net.au
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Service Directory
DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

East Coast Asphalt
ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT 

& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859
SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF 

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

MC2 RURAL Earthmoving, mulching, camphor/weeds, property maintenance............ 0427 900701

EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

TINY EARTHWOR
Philip Toovey 

0409 799 909
various implements available for limited access projects

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS 
• DRAINAGE DESIGN • DRIVEWAYS • PADS • WATERWAYS 

• ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344 939      www.360earth.com.au

5T Excavator & Skidsteer
8 Tonne Tipper
Attachments: 

Rock Grabber, Auger 
350/450, Compactor

Drainage Consultation & Installation
Landscaping Install & Supply
Retaining & Rockwalls
Bulk & Green Waste Removal
All Earthworks Requirements

BEN - 0499 985 555  License 479630C. Fully Insured. 

Greg Southern - Operating in Byron Shire since 1982 
Earthmoving & Excavations, general earthworks, land 

management, pre-build works, drainage issues, driveway 
needs fixing - Plant List: 4WD tipper, 9T Excavator + Mulcher 
& rock hammer, 5.5 T Excavator & Attachments, 100Hp Posi-

track  & Slasher, wheeled 75 Hp Bobcat, Roller.  
Give Greg a call - 0427 788 773 - byronbayexcavations.com

NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr..0402 716857

ANDREW FLANAGAN CONCRETING & EXCAVATION Lic 310498C................................0401 968173

ELECTRICIANS

0439 624 945  AH 02 6680 4173
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

ALL JOBS: SMALL 
OR LARGE

Lic: 154293c

E4 Electrical Services
Electrical Services for Byron Shire 
• Commercial/Industrial & Domestic 

• Power, Lighting, Networks & Starlink
• Security & Home Automation Solutions

jphipps@e4electrical.com.au
0410 502 060   

Reliable & Responsive |  All Size Jobs | # 116612C 

JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data, TV, TV Antennas. Lic 133082C.....0432 289705

BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small....0422 136408

JIM LABELLE ELECTRICAL O.Shores, Mullum, Byron, Bruns. Lic 176417C........................0415 126028 

ATLEE ELECTRICAL Lennox/Ballina/Byron. All jobs Lic125138C........................................ 0499 456558

TOPAZ ELECTRICAL. All electrical work. Reliable. Lic No. 461605C.............................  Ph 0421 707380

FENCING
BYRON & BEYOND FENCING. Any fence, any time, prompt quotes...... 0439 162 069 or 66802393
EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. ...................................................0432 107262
FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable........0416 424256
TOM’S FARM MAINTENANCE Fencing, orchards, cattle work. Experienced & reliable..0412 860132

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING
THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

•  Ons i te  waste  co l lect ion
•  Mower  t ransport

•  Goods  and mater ia l  t ransport

• Rural, acreage, strata and commercial
• Lawnmowing (zero turn)     – acreage/small block

• Brushcutting, chainsawing,     pressure cleaning

• Fully insured                              Est. 2007
PAUL SOMMERS 0431 331 810

MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter.................0423 756394
GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured..66841778 or 0405 922839
A-Z Garden maintenance, acreage, gutters, rubbish removal, tip runs, top jobs...................0405 625697
LEAF IT TO US Tree care specialists & acreage mowing...................................................0402 487213
TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m3 trailer..............................................................0408 210772
RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging..........0424 805660
GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael..........................0497 842442
BLADE RUNNER ACREAGE MOWING Local, reliable.....................................................0428 856687  
BRUSH–CUTTING Whipersnip, clearing saw, light chain saw.................................Rob 0455 587425
NORTHERN RIVERS SLASHING & LANDCARE.......................................... Call Keni on 0417 509299
GW MOWING Ride-on /acreage. Tip runs...............................................Call George on 0408 244820
GROWING WELL gardens residential lawns, hedging and design. 20 years experience ..0413 459545
THE GREEN WAVE: Eco property and garden care ............................................... (John) 0491 117656
COAST & COUNTRY Acreage mowing, prop. maintenance, prof. reliable service....  Mike 0413 812582

GAS FITTERS, SUPPLIERS & SERVICING

Free Delivery
No Rental
Reliable

www.brunswickvalleygas.com  •  0408 760 609

Locally Owned
No Rental Fees

Servicing your area
Free Call: 1300  727 013

Email: swapabottle@bigpond.com

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Graphic Design 
SERVICES

0403 761 559

Stationery + Weddings + Events
Business + Branding + Logos
Presentations + Advertising
Social Media + Marketing
Poems + Illustrations 

www.edwardroseandlucia.comPLEASE VISIT THE WEBSITE.

GUTTERING

Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.
www.spotlessgutters.com.au

0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 94 239 089 086

✔ Gutter guard
✔ Gutter cleaning
✔ Locally owned
✔ Fully insured
✔ Free quotes

HANDYPERSONS
HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, welding.......................................... 66884324 or 0476 600956
AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne................................0423 218417
ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark..........0402 281638
A HANDY GUY All trades & small construction. Bruns, Ocean, SGB & Mullum................0411 858201
PFM HANDYWORKS Repairs, pressure cleaning, maintenance.......................Call Aari 0484 729139
HOME MAINTENANCE Carpentry, painting, repairs, gardens, jet washing. Insured......0434 705506
HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling......... Michael 0421 896796
ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Friendly, reliable. 20 years exp...................0437 202050
AW WOODWORK  Furniture, kitchens, carpentry, handyman services. Call Adam.........0455 813965
HANDYMAN 40 years experience in the building game. Call Paul..................................0422 017072
ALL ASPECTS handyman and maintenance work. Free quotes......................................0413 289443

HEALTH
ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne............................................ 66857366
MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations............... 66843002
AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen – Om Healing...............................0422 387370

HYPNOTHERAPY
MOONLIGHT HYPNOTHERAPY QHHT, RTT for clarity, healing, insight, purpose. Teresa.0422 179941

 LANDSCAPING 

Swim Ponds, Landscaping, 
Water Features, Earth Moving

0448 401 638 

Landscaping, Vegetation Control & Earthworks
• General Landscaping • Vegetation Control

• Excavations & Civil Residential

Call Paul 0403 316 711  gracewoodlandscapes.com.au  Lic 474317C

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic 277154C...............................................0423 700853

LOCKSMITH
Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair........0412 764148

PAINTING
HOUSEHOLD PAINTING inside/out. Northern Rivers - 10 years exp..............................0488 278220

PEST CONTROL

Book our Termite Inspection & Pest Control package this winter and 
receive 10% off. Protect your home and save money with this limited-

time offer! Contact us today to schedule your appointment.

Phone 02 6685 4490 • Email: service@sanctuarypest.com.au

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL................................................................................. 66842018 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Tree Faerie Fotos
Professional • Commercial • Personal

www.treefaeriefotos.com • 0417 427 518

30+ years experience in commercial 
photography and photojournalism
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PHYSIOTHERAPY
OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics,  
shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman...................................................... 66803499
EWINGSDALE PHYSIO Matrix Therapy, all ages, massage, home visit. Renata..............0437 647137
PELVIC FLOOR PHYSIOTHERAPY Bangalow Mon & Wed. Lisa Fitzpatrick....................0422 993141

PICTURE FRAMING
MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in Ocean Shores...................................0403 734791

PLASTERING
PLASTERER, TRADE QUALIFIED repairs, renovations, cornices, quality assured. .Kurt 0431 015414
CAPE BYRON PLASTERING. Gyprock/Venetian. 27 yrs exp, free quotes, lic + insured..0402 538155
PLASTERING cornices, partition walls, water damage repairs etc Guaranteed quality. 0413 338203

PLUMBERS

Taking on work NOW!
0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com

Ben The Plumber
    Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores, 

  Brunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds
30 years’ experience  Lic: 321191C

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t and 3m tipper truck

 Blocked drain specialist

  12 month guarantee 
on most jobs

  Fully insured

Drain clearing, inspections and repairs.
Reliable family owned and operated 

local business with 30 years plumbing 
experience and the latest technology. 

Phone James  0429 888 683 Lic 378040C

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C.....0419 019035
BRAD EVELEIGH PLUMBING based in Ocean Shores, no job too small. Lic 257153C.........0438 140075
DAVE SPARKES Plumber Byron based, call out $110 incl. first hour. Lic209669C..............0418 167074

REMOVALISTS

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO
From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth 

Just give us a ring
• Freight services to Brisbane weekly 

• Carriers of fine art • Furniture removal 
• E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646

LEAPFROG REMOVALS
BYRON BAY’S LOCAL REMOVALIST  
MOVING THE SHIRE FOR OVER 10 YEARS

0432 334 200  02 6680 8170
leapfrogremovals@yahoo.com.au

• Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne • Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne 
• North Qld • Country • Interstate • North Qld • Country • Interstate • • LOCALLOCAL

02 6684 2198  queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au

BENNY CAN MOVE IT!..................................................................................................0402 199999
RYAN’S MINI MOVES....................................................................................................0406 657 755

RENDERING
RENDERING / SOLID PLASTERING 25 years experience. Free quotes............. Ph John 0406 673176 

ROOFING
FCR ROOF PAINTING Local, 12 yrs exp, best paints avail, 190x5-star reviews. Free quotes.0419 789600

Metal Roofing & Guttering Experts
Serving from Ballina to Gold Coast.

- A Lifetime Warranty on Workmanship
- Double Satisfaction Checks
- Spotless Work Sites, Every Time

admin@oceanbluepr.com.au 
0429 909 433
www.oceanbluepr.com.au License # QBCC: 15327621  NSW: 381929C

Gutters
Downpipes

Roof repairs
Replacements

BLUE SKY ROOFING NSW

Lic No. 304784C0450 659 114

RUBBISH REMOVAL
OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip specialists .......................................... 0412 161564 or 66841232

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m3 trailer.................................................................0408 210772

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 7m3 trailer. Prompt, reliable service.........................0413 289443

BYRON SHIRE Rubbish and furniture removals. ................................................. 0415 139308

SELF STORAGE
BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE................................................................................................ 66858349 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C.. 0407 439805

SOLAR INSTALLATION

0428 320 262   sunbeamsolar.com.au
team@sunbeamsolar.com.au

Serving Northern NSW since 1998

Your local, qualified team
Specialists in standalone and grid interact system designs

TELEVISION SERVICES
DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas........... 66843575 or 0414 922786

INSTALL SERVICE: TV, Wi-Fi, AV, special pensioner/concession rate. ............ Damian 0414 741233

TILING
WALL & FLOOR TILER/WATERPROOFER/STONEMASON Lic 24418C. ............Ph Karl 0439 232434

AJ’s TILING all aspects. Bathrooms, kitchens, walls, floors, waterproofing. Lic 239988C...0416 345202

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

arrive@ byronbuscompany.com.au 0490 183 424

Airport Transfers | Tours | Nights Out | Beach Walks
Events | Parties | Weddings | Corporate | Festivals

Door to Door 
Charter Services

BYRON
BUS Co-

Get a Quick Quote Now 

88 

TREE SERVICES

CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES
The Fully Insured Professionals

Mark Linder Qualified Arborist
0408 202 184  

choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

•  Stump Grinding  •  Bobcat  •  Cherrypicker  
• Crane Truck  •  18" Chipper
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• 20 years local knowledge and experience • Fully insured / free quotes 
• 19 inch chipper • Bobcat • Cherry picker • Crane truck

www.harttreeservices.com.au

0427 347 380

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING

ALL AREAS OF  
THE NORTHERN RIVERS & 
SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND

0401 208 797

•  Professional Tree Removal, 
Surgery & Maintenance
• Stump Grinding 
• Weed Control
•  Arborist Reporting & Consultancy
• EWP Cherry Picker Hire
• Mulching of Green Waste
• 24 Hour Emergency Call-Out
• Professional, Reliable Service

0435 019 524

Martino 
TREE SERVICES
Byron Bay & Beyond

TREE CARE SPECIALISTS
• 4×4 truck with 
   19” chipper
• Qualified 
    local arborists
• 120 ★★★★★ 
   Google reviews 0402 487 213

• Local • Reliable 
• Insured

leafittous.com.au  •  kascha@leafittous.com.au

17 Years Experience as an Arborist 
Experienced crew ready to go.

Free Quotes | Insured | Amenity Tree Pruning 
Removals | Chipping | Block Clearing 

Council DA Assistance if required 

Call Sam 0456 044602

BYRON TREE SERVICES AQF Level 5 consulting arborist, insured....................... Call Alex 0402 364852

LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes........0402 487213

LOCAL TREE GUYS 15m crane truck. 18 inch chipper. Bobcat.............................. Jason 0488 489159

OUT ON A LIMB TREE SERVICES Lucas Holland qualified arborist..........................Luc 0402 191316

UPHOLSTERY
BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists.............................. 66805255

 VALUERS
BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers............. 0431 245460 or 66857010

VETERINARY SURGEONS
MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Wills, Heidi Jenal. After hours avail............... 66843818

NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer.................................................. 66840735

 WATER FILTERS

for home, commercial 
and rural properties

6680 8200 or  
0418 108 181

The Water Filter Experts

WEB DESIGN SERVICES
NEED A WEBSITE? We build fast, affordable, tailored websites for your needs. Contact us today - 

info@websitesbywednesday.com.au | www.websitesbywednesday.com.au.................0468 345742

WELDING

WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless...0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS
CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David..............................................0421 906460

NO STREAKS ATTACHED Local, experienced, friendly, insured.......................................0431 398358

WINDOW TINTING
SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price..........................0434 875009

SUNRISE window tinting, mobile Byron+ N. Rivers. Cars, homes, offices, etc...............0412 158478
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www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

200 Metres to Tallow Beach, 
Beachside Living at its Best

EOI  |  Guide on Request 

OPEN  |  Sat 27th June 10 - 10:30am

• Beautifully renovated home with seamless indoor- 
 outdoor living

• Flexible four-bedroom layout with a luxurious main suite

• North-facing pool, cabana and private tropical
gardens

• Walk to Tallow Beach, cafés, shops and schools

20 BEACHSIDE DRIVE, SUFFOLK PARK

Oliver Aldridge 
0421 171 499

694M2

4 21 2

Blue Chip Address with 
Ocean Glimpses

PRICE  |  $1.35M  -  $1.45M

OPEN  |  Sat 27th June 10 - 10:30am

• Elevated coastal position with ocean breezes and
leafy outlooks

• High	ceilings	and	light-filled	open-plan	living	with
seamless	indoor-outdoor	flow

• Covered entertaining area overlooking landscaped,
low-maintenance gardens

• Walk to South Golden Beach, cafés and local dining

2/16 PALMER AVENUE, OCEAN SHORES

Jasmin McClymont 
0434 029 668

Sally Green 
0488 030 116

492M2

3 21 2

Peaceful 5-Acre Hinterland 
Retreat with Tranquil Rural 
Views

PRICE  |  $875,000 - $950,000

OPEN  |  Sat 27th June 1:15 - 1:45pm

• 5-acre hinterland retreat with established gardens,
fruit trees and peaceful natural surrounds

• Light-filled	3-bedroom	home	with	open-plan	living	and
seamless	indoor-outdoor	flow

• Expansive entertaining decks overlooking the dam,
perfect for relaxing or hosting guests

• Excellent lifestyle infrastructure including a double 
garage, large machinery shed, pottering area and
covered caravan with outdoor kitchen

31 ARKINSTALL ROAD, TUNTABLE CREEK

2HA3 1 2

Paul Prior 
0418 324 297

Sharon McInnes 
0408 659 649

Renovated Coastal Style 
& Convenience in the  
Heart of Sunrise

PRICE  |  Contact Agent 

OPEN  |  Thurs 25th June 12 - 12:30pm

Sat 27th June 10 - 10:30am

• Fully renovated north-facing townhouse offering
effortless coastal living in Sunrise Beach

• Light-filled open-plan design with high-end kitchen,
new flooring and quality upgrades throughout

• Private fenced courtyard with seamless indoor-outdoor
flow	and	easy-care	living

• Prime location, moments from the beach, shops,
Habitat precinct and Byron town centre

1/1-2 CAPE COURT, BYRON BAY

172M2

3 11 1

Renee Schofield 
0400 028 594

Su Reynolds 
6685 8466
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Property Insider www.echo.net.au/echo–property

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au 

millerrealestate.com.au

An original, beautifully restored farmhouse positioned above Eltham 

42 JOHNSTON ROAD, ELTHAM

Price Guide: $1,750,000

Open: Sat 27th Jun, 10:00am-10:30am
      5           3            4 1.175ha

In the hills above Byron Bay, 
a new land release emerges 
in one of the Northern Rivers’ 
most tightly held hinterland 
enclaves, Riverbelle com-
prises just seven exclusive 
acreage homesites, ranging 
from approximately 2.4 to 6.4 
acres, within the Coorabell 
hinterland. Elevated across 
a contoured ridgeline, each 
lot has been carefully sited 
to capture a distinct outlook, 
from wide valley panoramas 
and layered mountain 
horizons to rainforest-framed 
clearings and aspects towards 
the Wilsons River corridor.

Rather than a conventional 
subdivision, Riverbelle has 
been conceived as a small 
collection of individual land 
narratives. Each homesite car-
ries its own identity, defined 
by orientation, elevation and 
vegetation. The result is a 
release that favours variation 
over uniformity, allowing 
buyers to choose land that 
reflects how they wish to live 
within the landscape.

The wider setting car-
ries a deep ecological and 
cultural history. Once part 

of the original Fernhill dairy 
farm, the land has been 
under continuous care since 
the mid-1970s, when it was 
acquired with a focus on 
regeneration and restoration. 
Over successive generations, 
extensive tree planting and 
careful land management 
have returned large areas of 
steep country to rainforest, 
including remnants of the Big 
Scrub ecosystem preserved 
within community title land, 
and protected riparian zones 
feeding into the Wilsons River.

Today, the landscape 
stands as a living record of 
that long-term stewardship. 
Organic farming practices 
introduced in the 2000s have 
supported the return of biodi-
versity, with regular sightings 
of native birdlife, koalas, 
platypus, kangaroos and 
wallabies across the property. 
It is a working example of 
regeneration unfolding over 
decades rather than years.

Infrastructure has been 
kept deliberately minimal, 
with full power provided to 

each lot, while water storage 
and septic systems are to be 
designed by future owners 
in response to their chosen 
homes. The framework 
prioritises flexibility while 
maintaining environmental 
sensitivity and respect for the 
land’s character.

One of the defining 
features of Riverbelle is its 
release structure. Deposits 
are being taken now, with 
settlement anticipated in 
2028, providing purchasers 
with extended lead time to 

design and plan while also 
participating in future value 
growth. Only seven lots will 
ever be released publicly, 
with the balance retained by 
the family to preserve privacy, 
ecological integrity and the 
original vision for the site.

In a region where 
hinterland land is increas-
ingly scarce, Riverbelle 
distinguishes itself through 
restraint rather than scale. It 
is not positioned as an estate 
in the conventional sense, 
but as a carefully considered 

holding, where land, legacy 
and long-term intention 
remain closely intertwined.

A place where seven lots 
carry seven distinct stories, 
and where the next chapter is 
still to be written.
Riverbelle: Wilsons River 
frontage and mountain views 
Address:  
409 Coorabell Road, 
Coorabell
Agent: 
Tara Torkkola 0423 519 698, 
tara@byronbayfn.com

‘Riverbelle’ – tomorrow’s value at today’s price 

Open For Inspection
DJ Stringer Property Services
6/2 Surf St, Bilinga. Sat 9–9:30am
36 Peninsula Dr, Bilambil Heights. Sat 9–9.30am
6/241 Golden Four Dr, Bilinga. Sat 10–10.30am
5/18 Dutton St, Coolangatta. Sat 10–10.30am
2/38 Garrick St, Coolangatta. Sat 10.45–11.45am
33/5 Island Dr, Tweed Heads. Sat 11–11.30am
29 Townsend Cres, Terranora. Sat 12–12.30pm 

First National Byron
39 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby. Wed 12–12.30pm
20 Beachside Drive, Suffolk Park. Wed 1–1.30pm
20 Beachside Drive, Suffolk Park. Thurs 9–9.30am
1 / 1–2 Cape Court, Byron Bay. Thurs 12–12.30pm
8 Pastures Street, Cumbalum. Thurs 12.30–1pm
103 Paterson Street, Byron Bay. Fri 11–11.30am
23 Ann Street, Mullumbimby. Fri 12–12.30pm
39 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby. Fri 1–1.30pm
134 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby. Fri 2–2.30pm
2/11 Alcorn Street, Suffolk Park. Sat 9–9.30am
50 Sunrise Boulevard, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am
12 / 12 Browning Street, Byron Bay. Sat 9–9.30am
9 / 27 Kalemajere Drive, Suffolk Park. Sat 9–9.30am
3 Cudgerie Court, Mullumbimby. Sat 9–9.30am
4 / 182 Broken Head Road, Suffolk Park. Sat 9–9.30am
1 / 7 Cooper Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am
134 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 10–10.30am
20 Beachside Drive, Suffolk Park. Sat 10–10.30am
2 / 16 Palmer Avenue, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am
3 Hayter Street, Suffolk Park. Sat 10–10.30am
3 / 40 Ruskin Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am
1 / 1–2 Cape Court, Byron Bay. Sat 10–10.30am
44 / 11–19 Cooper Street, Byron Bay. Sat 10.30–11am
8 Pastures Street, Cumbalum. Sat 10.30–11am
25 / 88 Station Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 10.45–11.15am
10 Glasgow Street, Suffolk Park. Sat 11–11.30am
23 Ann Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 11–11.30am
83 Sunrise Boulevard, Byron Bay. Sat 11–11.30am

61 Bentwing Place, Tintenbar. Sat 11.30am–12pm
6 / 1–5 Keats Street, Byron Bay. Sat 11.30am–12pm
39 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 11.45am–12pm
58 Butler Street, Byron Bay. Sat 12–12.30pm
2 / 11 Alcorn Street, Suffolk Park. Sat 12–12.30pm
195 North Teven Road, Teven. Sat 1–1.30pm
1 / 2 Hazelwood Close, Suffolk Park. Sat 1–1.30pm
26 Tennyson Street, Byron Bay. Sat 1–1.30pm
31 Arkinstall Road, Tuntable Creek. Sat 1.15–1.45pm
18 Heritage Court, Suffolk Park. Sat 2–2.30pm
10 Mayfield Street, Eltham. Sat 2.30–3pm

Harcourts
213 Skyline Road South, Wyrallah. Sat 9.30–10am
19 Dalmacia Drive, Wollongbar. Sat 10–10.30am
23/136 Cherry Street, Ballina. Sat 10–10.30am
14 Forestoak Way, Goonellabah. Sat 10.15–10.45am
65 Riverbank Road, Pimlico. Sat 11.15–11.45am
43 Bentinck Street, Ballina. Sat 11.30am–12pm
98 Diadem Street, Lismore. Sat 11.30am–12pm
74 Dolphin Drive, West Ballina. Sat 12–12.30pm

Mana RE
10 Gin Gin Crescent, Ocean Shores. Sat 09–09.30am
146 Shara Boulevard, Ocean Shores. Sat 10–10.30am
33 Robin Street, South Golden Beach. Sat 10–10.30am
7 Bulgoon Crescent, Ocean Shores. Sat 11–11.30am
16 Gloria Street, South Golden Beach. Sat 11–11.30am
59 Crabbes Creek Road, Crabbes Creek. Sat 12–1pm

Raine & Horne
837 Nobbys Creek Road, Nobbys Creek. Sat 9.00–9.30am
2 Tree Street, Murwillumbah. Sat 9.00–9.30am
63 Tyalgum Road, Byangum. Sat 11.30am–12.00pm
1243 Kyogle Road, Uki. Sat 11.30am–12.00pm 
629 Tumbulgum Road, Tygalgah. Sat 12.30–1.00pm
2981 Kyogle Road, Kungahur. Sat 12.30–3.30pm
20 Panorama Drive, Kunghur. Sat 12.30–3.30pm
3 Panorama Drive, Kunghur. Sat 12.30–3.30 pm
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Property Business Directory

Call today for an 
obligation free chat

0418 123 393

BYRON BAY AGENT OF THE YEAR
Damien Smith
Sales Director Ray White Byron Bay
www.rwbyronbay.com

Contact the team today on 0412 057 672

SALES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au

millerrealestate.com.au
@timmiller_realestate

PAUL PRIOR
SALES

0418 324 297 
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

SHARON McINNES
SALES

0408 659 649 
sharon@byronbayfn.com

TARA TORKKOLA
SALES

0423 519 698 
tara@byronbayfn.com

@taratorkkolafirstnational

@taratorkkola_realestate

www.byronbayfn.com.au

AGENTS

Boutique, family-owned and proudly 
serving Byron Bay & beyond.

Where personalised service isn’t just a 
promise - it’s our way of life.

JANIS PERKINS
02 6680 8588 | 0438 841 122
janis@reodbyron.com.au
Shop 9/15-19 Fletcher St, Byron Bay
www.reodbyron.com.au

0412 833 280 

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

Russel Shaw 
Finance Broker

The Shire’s local
finance expert

Home Loans
Investment Loans
First Home Buyers
Car Loans

Debt Consolidation
SMSF Lending
Commercial Loans
Development Funding

Acceptance Finance Australia Pty Ltd ABN 20 678 011 571  
Australian Credit Licence Number 391715 Credit Representative Number 395628

FINANCE

home@cactushill.com.au
02 5643 9333  cactushillproject.com.au

PROPERTY STYLING
Visit us at 69 Burringbar Street, 

Mullumbimby, or call for a free quote

CONVEYANCING

P: 02 6687 0548  |  hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au 

NSW & QLD Conveyancing, Leases,  
Business Sale & Purchase

NP CONVEYANCING
PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE 

NPC

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE?
We are here to help

PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS  
IN BYRON BAY NOW

NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE  
IN POTTSVILLE                  Lic No 06000098

PROPERTY STYLING

www.echo.net.au/ofi

Tim Miller Real Estate
45 Walmsley Road, Bexhill. Sat 9–9.30am
42 Johnston Road, Eltham. Sat 10–10.30am
21 Booyong Road, Clunes. Sat 11–11.30am
31 Charlotte Street, Bangalow. Sat 12–12.30pm
272 Sneaths Road, Wollongbar. Sat 1.15–1.45pm

Real Estate of Distinction
81 Harwood Road, Burringbar. Sat 10–10.30am
6439 Tweed Valley Way, Burringbar. Sat 11–11.30am
11 Bian Court, Ocean Shores. Sat 12–12.30pm
3/23 Poinciana Street, Mullumbimby. Sat 1–1.30pm
93 Burns Point Ferry Road, West Ballina. Sat 2.30–3pm

New Listings
First National Byron
2/11 Alcorn Street, Suffolk Park
2/16 Palmer Avenue, Ocean Shores

Mana RE
81 Kielys Road, Mooball

Tim Miller Real Estate
21 Booyong Road, Clunes. Sat 11–11.30am

Auction
Mana RE 
59 Crabbes Creek Road, Crabbes Creek. Sat 1pm (on-site)

Raine & Horne
837 Nobbys Creek Road, Nobbys Creek. Sat 10am
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‘A new investigation has 
confirmed that songs by 
Australian and NZ musicians 
are among the millions which 
have been stolen for use in 
AI datasets,’ according to an 
investigation by The Atlantic. 
This includes AC/DC, Kylie 
Minogue, INXS, Cold Chisel, 
Tina Arena, Midnight Oil, 
Sia, Crowded House, Lorde, 
Yothu Yindi and more. Time 
to say ‘no’ to an AI copyright 
carve-out.

     
Donald Trump’s grandfather 
arrived in the USA as a 
draft dodger and became 
embroiled with the world of 
casinos and brothels before 
making his real money from 
prospectors in the Klondike 
gold rush. It seems his 
income was linked with pros-
titution, thus founding the 
American Trump family on 
the basis of sex with miners. 
History rhymes, it is said.

     
The consequences of voting 
One Nation (PHON): SA sena-
tor Sarah Game’s regressive 
abortion legislation (that 
seeks to only allow abortions 
after 24 weeks where the 
pregnant person’s life is at 
risk rather than based on 
sound medical assessment) 
passed the upper house with 
PHON backing. It was quickly 
voted down in the lower 
house. Formerly PHON, Sarah 
Game has moved further 
into crazy town joining the 
extremist Family First Party.

     
‘The old world order is dying, 
and the new world struggles 
to be born. Now is the time of 
monsters’ according to one 
meme featuring Elmo!

     
In the meantime Trump 
takes the prize for SMDS 
(social media derangement 
syndrome).

A product range to enhance your well-being. 

wwww.nimbusco.com.au  |  neil@nimbusco.com.au  |  0452 460 933

SAUNA MACHINES | STUDIOS | CUSTOM BUILDS

40 years at the heart of our community 

Help us keep the story going
40 years strong. With your support we can stay local for 40 more.

To pledge your support, visit www.echo.net.au/support-us

View at: Old Billi Butcher Shop, 7 Wilfred St, Billinudgel 
Friday to Sunday 10am–3pm      @pampaalpaca 

Luxurious knitwear 
handcrafted in 
Peru from the 
highest quality 
alpaca fibre

Beautifully soft, 
lightweight, 
warm and 
effortlessly 
comfortable to wear

Last Saturday’s 
sellout Festival Of 
The Stone certainly 
seems to indicate 
an appetite for 
smaller ‘niche’ 
music festivals. 
It didn’t hurt that 
Stone & Wood not 
only launched 
this year’s batch 
of Stone Beer, but 
also Fletcher St 
Cottage gets some 
much-needed funds 
to keep up their 
amazing work. 
2,000 party people 
rocked their socks 
off and pigged out 
on some mighty 
fine vittles. 
Photo Jeff ‘Stoned 
Piggy’ Dawson

Be at home when it matters most. 
In-home, complex, and end-of-life care.

There comes a time when comfort, dignity, and familiar 
surroundings matter most.

Lotus Palliative Care, supports individuals and families to 
remain at home during life’s most vulnerable moments 

– with compassionate, experienced nurses by your side.
LOTUS CAN PROVIDE 

• Everyday in-home care • End-of-life care  
• Complex health support and wound care

We are here for clinical care, reassurance and guidance.

SERVICES CAN BE FUNDED THROUGH  
• Home care packages and NDIS plans  

• End-of-life pathway packages • Privately

HOW WE HELP  
• End-of-life pathway packages • Complex home nursing visits  

• Rapid response and urgent support (including after-hours care)  
• Comfort-focused care and symptom management

Contact Us: 02 6680 4800
Email: info@lotuspalliativecare.com.au
Web: www.lotuspalliativecare.com.au

betterbybike.com.au
Mon - Fri  |  9am - 4.30pm
Byron Bay  |  Murwillumbah

Call or visit us:  02 6639 7700

EOFY SALE 
UP TO $1,000 OFF!

$1,000 - $300 off - Fatboy e-bikes
$100 off - all Giant adult bikes
$60 off - all Giant kids bikes
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