
Public 
meeting called 
over Mullum 
carpark DA
Aslan Shand

The Mullumbimby Residents 
Association (MRA) has called a 
public meeting for Monday, 13 
July at 6pm at the Mullumbimby 
Ex-Services Club to discuss the 
modified development application 
(DA 10.2025.212.1) for the carpark at 
57 Station Street, Mullumbimby. 

The MRA have highlighted a 
range of ongoing concerns that 
remain with the DA (not least that 
Council are still pressing ahead with 
it) and the fact that the DA still fails 
to meet a range of criteria around 
the sewer mains, essential access to 
adjacent businesses, flood heights, 
building heights, noise and traffic 
management, and whether Byron 
Shire Council (BSC) had the legal 
right to sell the land for $1 in the 
first place. 

‘The Echo revealed this public 
land was sold for a dollar. What 
we’re now asking is a more fun-
damental question: was Council 
legally entitled to sell it at all?’ said 
MRA convenor Dale Emerson. 

‘Public land that hasn’t been 
properly classified as operational 
land cannot be sold under the 
Local Government Act – full stop. 
Council’s own reports authorising 
this transaction had no “legal 
Implications” section. We’ve looked 
for the classification instrument 
that would make this sale lawful. 
We can’t find it. The Northern Rivers 
Planning Panel (NRPP) requires it 
to be produced before this DA goes 
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Locals losing their homes for luxury $2.5m retirement flats
Aslan Shand 

For Kerry Pauley and the six other 
remaining permanent residents 
at the Glen Villa Resort on Butler 
Street, Byron Bay, news of the 
luxury retirement village that has 
been proposed for the site at 80-86 
Butler Street has been devastating.

‘When I sold my house in South 
Golden Beach and moved here 12 
years ago this was my retirement 
home,’ Kerry told The Echo. 

Kerry points out that she 

thought very clearly about where 
she would set herself up for her 
retirement and chose this site 
because ‘it’s flat and close to town. 
I knew that once I couldn’t drive I’d 
still be able to walk to town to get 
shopping and catch up with friends.’

‘I went through several inter-
views to be approved to buy this 
house and was told by Peter Croke, 
who originally owned this place, 
it has now gone to his daughter, 
he told me that it would never be 
sold. He told that to the others who 

bought in as well. He even told one 
person that the property was in 
trust so it couldn’t be sold.’

When permanent residents 
bought in they were buying the 
home they would be living in and 
leasing the land it sat on from the 
Glen Villa Resort. 

‘I pay a lease for the land,’ 
explained Kerry.

‘I own the house, which I must 
maintain myself. They do absolutely 
nothing for me. I’ve got to do every-
thing myself to the house you know, 

and they don’t even mow the lawn.’
Unfortunately, for the perma-

nent residents the developer DD 
Resort Living is putting together a 
development application (DA) for 
this site called Oasis Byron Bay, and 
the site of 12 Bay Lane as an affili-
ated club house, for luxury retire-
ment living with one-bedroom flats 
starting for lease at $2.5 million.

When Kerry first heard the 
rumours that the Glen Villa cabin, 
caravan, and camping site was on 

Searching 
for our 
Common 
Wealth

Kane Guglielmi, maker of the film Common Wealth which screens 
in Byron on 10 July at Byron Theatre followed by a Q&A. Kane has 
spent four years filming around the world exploring why economic 
systems are so broken and what individuals can do to change their 
world. Read more page 28. Photo Jeff ‘$$$???’ Dawson
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Life Changing
Financial Advice
Alana Pincombe 

0491 204 142
Senior Financial Planner

 Representative of Viridian Advisory Pty Ltd
 ABN 34 605 438 AFSL 476223 

Servicing your area

NO RENTAL FEES

100% Independent, 
local family owned

Free Call: 1300  727 013
swapabottle@bigpond.com

swapabottlegas.com

Now personally delivering 
in the local area from our 

Murwillumbah depot.

Council keeps Lavertys Gap option 
alive despite mounting concerns
Paul Bibby

Byron Shire Council 
has voted to continue 
investigating the use of 
Lavertys Gap as a water 
supply for Mullumbimby 
despite staff advice that 
the scheme faces major 
regulatory hurdles, water 
quality concerns, and 
increasing costs.

Councillors have narrowly 
backed a motion from 
Greens councillor Elia Hauge 
and independent councillor 
David Warth seeking further 
investigation of several 
‘hybrid’ supply options 
that would combine water 
from Lavertys Gap with the 
Rous County Council (RCC) 
regional water network.

Councillors 
defy staff 
recommendation

The decision 
came despite a staff 
recommendation that 
Council abandon the hybrid 
proposal and proceed with 
a permanent connection 
to RCC water. Staff warned 
there were fundamental 
obstacles to obtaining state 
approval and concluded 
that Lavertys Gap had 
limited capacity to provide 
long-term water security for 
Mullumbimby.

Opponents of the motion 
also pointed to the cost of 
the ongoing investigations. 
Labor councillor Peter 
Doherty told the meeting 
that about $640,000 of 
Council money had already 

been spent examining future 
water supply options for 
Mullumbimby.

‘We’re potentially asking 
ratepayers for a 35 per cent 
rate increase,’ he said. ‘I think 
it’s very important that we 
look at trying to rein in the 
spending and just connect to 
Rous and move on.’

The staff report found 
the weir’s estimated yield 
was substantially below 
the town’s current water 
demand and noted that 
water quality can deteriorate 
rapidly following rainfall 
events, potentially requiring 
costly treatment upgrades. 

Staff said the additional 
treatment requirements, 
regulatory complexity, and 
limited water yield made it 
difficult to demonstrate that 
the scheme represented the 
best value for money.

Deputy Mayor Jack Dods, 
who initially supported the 
hybrid proposal, told the 
meeting the latest investiga-
tions had changed his view.

‘The staff report is pretty 
clear and pretty damning,’ 
he said.

‘My fear... is we are just 
going to spend more money 
on reports, more money on 
consultants, more money 
on Council staff time to get 
another staff report back 
that says we can’t do this.’

Value of multiple 
water sources 
emphasised

Supporters of the 
motion argued that the 
latest investigations had 

not properly tested a 
time-based hybrid model, 
where Lavertys Gap would 
supply the town during 
normal conditions and RCC 
water would be used during 
droughts or periods of poor 
water quality.

Future pricing for 
water supply

Cr Hauge said rising 
RCC water prices, climate 
uncertainty, and the value 
of maintaining a local water 
source justified further 
investigation.

‘We have a supply there. 
Why wouldn’t we make use 
of it?’ she said.

Cr Hauge also said the 
latest modelling showed 
there was sufficient flow 
over the weir to meet 
the town’s daily demand 
for much of the time 
and argued that Council 
should complete the 
strategic planning work 
needed to determine 
whether the option 
was viable and position 
the project for future 
government funding. 

She also pointed to 
the increasing cost of 
RCC water and the value 
of maintaining a second 
source of supply.

Independent councillor 
David Warth said 
Mullumbimby had relied on 
the Lavertys Gap supply for 
about 100 years and argued 
that a modern treatment 
plant could continue 
supplying the town well into 
the future.

Public meeting called over Mullum’s carpark DA

any further.’
The MRA have stated that 

they have now identified a 
second sewer breach and 
that the attempt to fix the 
first sewer breach in the 
modified DA has failed. 

The DA now allows for a 
3.69m easement along the 
southern border over the 
top of the sewer line that the 
MRA identified for the devel-
oper Landcom following its 
submission of their first DA. 
However, as the MRA points 
out this easement does not 
meet the base requirement of 
a 4.17m easement. Further, it 
still fails to address adequate 
access issues for grease traps 
and gas deliveries that the 
existing businesses such as 
Pink Lotus and The Other 
Joint require. 

‘The Waste Management 
Plan is 37 pages long and 
doesn’t mention Ottilies, 
Pink Lotus, or The Other 
Joint once,’ said Mr Emerson. 

‘It doesn’t mention the bin 
collection point those busi-
nesses use. It doesn’t mention 
the grease trap servicing. It 
doesn’t mention that Pink 
Lotus gets its gas delivered by 
tanker through the existing 
carpark, and that post-
development there is no other 
way for a tanker to reach that 

tank. We spoke directly to 
the grease trap contractor. 
He confirmed the logistics. 
And the proposed solution 
is a one-metre gated path 
through a locked residential 
courtyard, with a 1.8-metre 
security fence between the 
businesses and the path. 
That’s not a replacement.’

The MRA have also 
confirmed that the proposed 
cantilever of the upper floors 
over the sewer line are pro-
hibited building works under 
policy s.5.4. 

While BSC requires that all 
DAs provide modelling that 
takes into consideration the 
impacts of the 2022 floods, 
this DA relies on the 2020 
flood study. The boarding 
house rooms sit 240mm 
below the Flood Planning 
Level. Further, the DA will 
likely exceed maximum height 
allowances, and claims that 
the sewer easement corridor 
allows overland flow from 
McGoughans Lane to Station 
Street during a flood event. 
However, as both ends of 
that corridor are gated, which 
has not been included in the 
flood modelling, the MRA are 
requesting that new flood 
modelling be completed.

The modified DA has 
also failed to include a 
traffic plan or noise plan 

for the 18-month-long 
build required. The build 
will require construction 
vehicles accessing the site via 
McGoughans Lane, a narrow, 
one-lane access route that is 
also a key delivery point for 
the local supermarket IGA 
and other local businesses 
including The Echo. There is 
no staging area, worker park-
ing, concrete pump position, 
or haul route identified in any 
document.

‘This is an 18-month 
construction program in the 
middle of the Mullumbimby 
CBD,’ said Mr Emerson. 

‘Every truck goes through a 
lane that’s barely four metres 
wide. There’s no construc-
tion traffic management 
plan. The public hasn’t seen 
the structural engineering 
advice. And if they’re driving 
piles – which the sewer depth 
makes likely given the proxim-
ity – that’s 100 to 120 decibels 
at 10 metres. Pink Lotus and 
The Other Joint are right 
next door. There’s been no 
acoustic assessment of what 
an 18-month build does to the 
businesses alongside it. Those 
are people’s livelihoods.’

Find out more about these 
issues and more at the public 
meeting on 13 July or contact 
the MRA at: mullumra@
gmail.com.

Take sanctuary at this year’s Byron Writers Festival
Thirty years and a stellar 
lineup is coming your way 
with this year’s Byron Writers 
Festival,14–16 August.

Coming into the heart 
of Byron for the first time 
it will unfold across seven 
iconic venues, including two 
marquees on the Byron Bay 
foreshore and in town.

‘Themed “Sanctuary”, 

we present this festival at 
a moment of great global 
change, and as algorithmic 
tools offer a cheap illusion of 
creativity and understanding. 
From the festival stage 
to the bookstore and 
cafes, take sanctuary here 
alongside those nourished 
by the doing of writing, 
reading and thinking,’ 

say festival organisers. 
From Trent Dalton, to 

the Baillie Gifford Prize-
winner Richard Flanagan, 
and acclaimed journalist 
and human rights activist 
Antonionette Laffouf, this is 
Australia’s favourite regional 
writers’ festival. 

Tickets on sale now at 
byronwritersfestival.com.

	▶ Continued from page 1
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the market Kerry said management 
denied it. A few months later the resort 
manager came to Kerry and told her 
that it was being sold and that the 
owner, Peter’s daughter Holly, had ‘a 
certain contingency’ to buy out perma-
nent residents ‘but that she didn’t like 
lawyers and if I was you, I’d get in now’.

While several permanent residents 
took that advice and sold their houses 
Kerry rang her daughter who advised 
her that she should get legal advice. 
Which Kerry and six other permanent 
residents have done.

‘I was in tears for six months,’ Kerry 
told The Echo. 

‘Peter had said this could be my 
forever home.’

Instead of a forever home the 
developer is proposing to build 200 
senior living apartments on the 
environmentally-sensitive site which is 
adjacent to wetlands. 

‘The developer told us that they would 
start selling the one-bedroom apartment 
leases at $2.5 million,’ said Kerry. 

When the residents met with the 
developers the suggestion that they be 
provided with an apartment in exchange 
for their existing sites was immediately 
rejected.

‘They didn’t even pretend to give it 
consideration,’ said Kerry’s daughter 
Simone. 

At the meeting with residents the 
Gold Coast-based developers tried to 
tell them that they would only have 60 
days to vacate the site. Fortunately, the 
residents’ pro-bono barrister Bill Priest-
ley was quick to inform the developers, ‘I 
think you may be unaware of NSW laws 
in relation to tenancy laws. The residents 
will have a minimum of 12 months, and if 
they wish, they can petition to NSW Civil 
and Administrative Tribunal (NCAT) for a 

further six months to negotiate terms of 
purchase of their sites.’

Kerry and Simone have highlighted 
the stress and pressure these elderly 
residents have been under throughout 
the process. With Kerry saying those 
who have already sold have said they 
sold out for far too little.

‘It’s just heartbreaking to watch 
people be treated with what I feel is 
callousness and disregard,’ said Simone. 

‘This has been going on over nine 
months now, my mum’s physical health 
has just diminished. She has night-
mares. She thought she had set herself 
up for her retirement. She doesn’t have 
anything to fall back on and it is the way 
she’s been treated, that’s what upsets 
me the most.’

Not aged care
The developer has previously clari-

fied with The Echo that the site does not 
provide an aged care facility, and both 
former Byron Shire Councillor Cate 
Coorey and the Byron Central Hospital 

branch of the NSW Nurses and Midwives 
Association (NSWNMA) have made it 
clear that they have ‘grave concerns’ 
about the development and that ‘this 
development will have a detrimental 
effect on the fabric of the Byron Bay 
community’ highlighting that there isn’t 
enough aged care facilities in the region 
to support a significant increase in older 
people in the town. 

‘Almost the whole site is mapped 
as High Environmental Value (HEV) 
vegetation and it is surrounded by koala 
habitat,’ says Ms Coorey. 

‘The Oasis development seeks to 
inflict an inappropriate development 
on one of the most environmentally 
constrained sites in Byron Bay – it is in 
a flood zone and Belongil Creek flows 
through it.’

The DA is due to come to Byron Shire 
Council in the next few months and 
residents and the community are asking 
people to take a look and make sure 
they put in individual submissions to 
highlight their concerns with the DA. 

Authorised by Tamara Smith MP, Member for Ballina. Funded using parliamentary entitlements. t: 02 6686 7522 | w: tamarasmith.org.au | e: ballina@parliament.nsw.gov.au | f: Tamara Smith MP

TAMARA SMITH MP
MEMBER FOR BALLINA

Scan the QR code toScan the QR code to
understand the laws andunderstand the laws and

do your part to keepdo your part to keep
yourself and ouryourself and our
community safe.community safe.  

Scan the QR code to
understand the laws and

do your part to keep
yourself and our
community safe. 

MAKE EVERY E-BIKE RIDEMAKE EVERY E-BIKE RIDE
A SAFE ONEA SAFE ONEMAKE EVERY E-BIKE RIDE
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Planning ahead is a gift to those you love

Wills, Enduring Guardian,
Power of Attorney & Probate

Lawyers for Life’s Important Moments
02 5602 5000 | saltstonelaw.com.au

‘When you are accustomed to privilege, 
equality feels like oppression.’

– Franklin Leonard

Kerry Pauley with four other residents who are being told they need to sell their 
retirement homes to make way for luxury retirement apartments. Photo supplied

They thought they had their forever homes

NAIDOC Week and 19th Arakwal NAIDOC Week short film screening
Celebrating the history, culture, 
and achievements of First Nations 
Australians, NAIDOC Week runs from 
5-12 July with the theme ‘50 Years of 
Deadly’. 

The Bundjalung of Byron are inviting 
everyone to join them at the Arakwal 
NAIDOC march and celebrations that 
kick off in Railway Park, Byron Bay at 
9.30am on Wednesday, 8 July. 

‘There will be Arakwal dancers, 

performers and an Elders tent, commu-
nity stalls, and more,’ said orgainsers. 

Short films
The 19th Arakwal NAIDOC Week short 

film screening will take place on 7 July 
at the Byron Theatre. 

‘The filmmakers and film creatives 
featured in the 19th year of screenings 
are some of the leading lights in First 
Nations film today, blazing brightly on 

Australian screens,’ said organisers. 
The program showcases seven 

remarkable short films, including Bring-
ing His Spirit Home by alumni Dylan 
Nicholls from Kingscliff High.

The screening is a fundraiser for 
the Arakwal Bundjalung Corporation. 
For information on the program and 
tickets, go to flickerfest.com.au/tour/
byron-naidoc or byroncentre.com.au, 
otherwise pick up a ticket on the door.  

	▶ Continued from page 1
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New flight paths will begin operation 
at Ballina Airport from 9 July

For more information, scan the QR code or contact us at:

communityengagement@airservicesaustralia.com

PO Box 1093, Tullamarine VIC 3043

engage.airservicesaustralia.com/ballina-controlled-airspace

airservicesaustralia.com

You may notice changes  
to where aircraft fly  
in your local area.

Paul Bibby

Byron Council will investi-
gate private sponsorship, 
tourism partnerships, and 
smaller staged projects as it 
seeks a new path forward for 
the long-delayed Northern 
Rivers Rail Trail (NRRT) after 
a major federal funding bid 
failed.

Councillors recently 
backed a notice of motion 
from Mayor Sarah Ndiaye 
and Deputy Mayor Jack 
Dods calling for a detailed 
report into why the Regional 
Precincts and Partnerships 
Program application was 
unsuccessful and what 
options remain to advance 
the project. 

Alternative funding
The resolution asks staff 

to examine alternative 
funding models, including 
philanthropic contributions, 
charitable sponsorship, 
lotteries, public-private 
partnerships, and ‘sponsor 
a section’ schemes, while 
also identifying future grant 
opportunities. Council will 
also investigate breaking the 
Byron section of the trail into 
smaller, more achievable 
stages. 

Mayor Sarah Ndiaye said 
councillors had been disap-
pointed by the unsuccessful 
funding application and the 
lengthy wait for a decision.

‘We have an opportunity 
now,’ she said.

‘The advice from Janelle 
Saffin... was break it up into 
smaller chunks to make it 
more deliverable.’ 

Federal feedback 
released during the meeting 
identified shortcomings in 

the application, including 
questions around project 
readiness, outstanding 
design work and approvals, 
governance arrangements, 
environmental risks, and 
the absence of a formally 
executed agreement 
between Byron and Lismore 
councils. 

Stronger detail around 
First Nations involvement 
was also sought. 

Preparing the 
ground

Council General Manager 
Mark Arnold told councillors 
that a draft memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) had 
been prepared between 
the participating councils 
but had not been formally 
executed when the applica-
tion was assessed.

Deputy Mayor Jack Dods 
said the rejection highlighted 
broader organisational 
issues within Council.

‘We’re always playing this 
kind of catch-up role,’ he 
said.

‘The original grant was 
clearly too ambitious. The 
cost was too high. It was not 
detailed enough because it 
took a 30,000-foot approach 
to implementing this thing.’ 

Cr Dods said Council 
needed more detailed plans 
for individual sections of the 
corridor to improve future 
funding prospects.

‘What we’re trying to do 
here is actually get some 
wins on the board.’ 

The motion also calls 
for a publicly accessible 
rail trail masterplan and 
investigation of sections that 
could potentially proceed 

independently, including 
Bangalow, Billinudgel, Mul-
lumbimby, and Byron Bay 
connections. 

Call to arms
Speaking during public 

access, Pat Grier AM from 
the Northern Rivers Rail 
Trail Association (NRRTA) 
described the failed grant bid 
as ‘a call to arms’.

‘Let’s get ready for grants 
coming on stream,’ he said.

‘It is not a disappointment 
not getting the grant. It is 
actually a call to arms to say 
let’s get this rail trail up and 
running.’ 

Sign up with your 
support

You can support the rail 
trail by signing the online 
petition at www.northernriv-
ersrailtrail.com.au/support.

However, the failure of 
the federal application has 
pushed back the timetable 
for any significant construc-
tion within Byron Shire. 

While the new motion 
seeks to improve the pro-
ject’s readiness and identify 
alternative funding sources, 
there is no guarantee that 
future grant rounds will be 
successful, particularly given 
the substantial costs associ-
ated with the Byron section 
of the corridor.

Meanwhile, the disused 
rail corridor continues to 
face pressure from erosion, 
vegetation growth, and 
adjoining development 
proposals. After more than a 
decade of debate, whether 
any section of the Byron 
rail trail is ultimately built 
remains uncertain.

Bay FM’s Mia Armitage heads to Germany

The rain cleared and the stars were out for last Thursday’s Cape Byron Rudolf Steiner 
School’s annual Winter Festival at The Farm. The community and students came together 
to walk the lantern-lit spiral. A highlight of the evening came courtesy of the Class 6 
students, whose fire stave dance lit up the winter sky to the delight of the gathered 
community. Photo Kurt Petersen

Emma Setterfield-Smith 

Northern Rivers journalist 
Mia Armitage has been 
selected for a prestigious 
international internship with 
Germany’s public broad-
caster, Deutsche Welle. 

Armitage, who has spent 
almost a decade working in 
community broadcasting and 
has worked as a journalist at 
The Echo, travelled to Bonn 
earlier this month to take 
part in the six-month Mike 
Thompson/Clare Atkinson 
Internship. 

Run through a long-
standing partnership 
between Deutsche Welle and 
the Community Broadcasting 
Association of Australia, the 
internship gives Australian 
community broadcasters 
the opportunity to work 
alongside international 
journalists while developing 
their reporting, digital, and 
broadcast journalism skills.

Deutsche Welle is Ger-
many’s international public 
broadcaster, producing news 
and current affairs in 30 lan-
guages for audiences around 
the world. Since the partner-
ship began, more than 30 
Australian community radio 

journalists have completed 
the internship.

Armitage who also 
runs Bay FM’s Community 
Newsroom said she felt very 
excited, very nervous, and 
grateful for the support she 
had received throughout her 
journalism career.

‘This wouldn’t be hap-
pening were it not for the 
trust and support that I have 
received consistently ever 
since joining the community 
broadcasting sector, I think 
it’s nine years now’

Mia says she is ‘looking 
forward to discovering a 
whole new world of stories 
and voices while working 
in Europe’, before returning 
to continue reporting on 
ongoing issues affecting 

the Northern Rivers.
‘It’s amazing how many 

stories and voices I’ve been 
able to hear and share in 
such a relatively small place’ 
she said.

Reflecting on her time 
reporting locally, she says 
covering the region’s housing 
crisis, recovery from the 
2022 floods, and the lives of 
people experiencing home-
lessness had shaped her as a 
journalist.

The internship includes 
four months in Deutsche 
Welle’s English language 
newsroom before moving 
into television production for 
the final two months.

Armitage said she also 
hoped her selection would 
encourage other aspiring 
journalists to consider com-
munity broadcasting as a 
pathway into the profession.

She said she had not 
studied German at school 
or university but had taught 
herself through podcasts and 
practise while preparing her 
application.

‘If I can do it, anybody can’ 
she said.

	■ Emma Setterfield-Smith is 
an intern for BayFM.

Mia Armitage receiving the 
prestigious international 
internship with Deutsche 
Welle. Photo Robbie Armfield

Stars align for Cape Byron Winter Festival 

New funding path sought for 
rail trail, but is it too late?
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26 BULK BILLING

PRACTICES NOW

OPERATING
FROM TWEED TO BALLINA

The Albanese Labor Government has 
doubled the amount of bulk billing 
GP practices from Tweed Heads to 
Ballina since November 2025.

Find your closest clinic at  
www.health.gov.au/bulkbilling

Anthony Albanese  
& Justine Elliot MP

(07) 5523 4371
justineelliot.com.au
justine.elliot.mp@aph.gov.au
facebook.com/JustineElliotMP

You can count on Labor
Authorised J Elliot, ALP, 107 Minjungbal Dr Tweed Heads South
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Calling all food 
and catering businesses 
We are seeking expressions 
of interest from businesses to 
supply catering to Byron Shire 
Council for regular meetings 
throughout the year. 

We would like to establish a list 
of businesses that can supply 
us with catering for a period of 
12 months, starting August 2026. 

Applications close on Friday 
17 July, 4pm. 

More information 
g www.byron.nsw.gov.au/ 

catering 

l�� BYRON
�SHIRE 
.P- COUNCIL 

\. 02 6626 7000 • www.byron.nsw.gov.au 

BaySounds opens the door for songwriters
Paul Bibby

Some songs arrive quickly. 
Others sit half-finished in 
notebooks, voice memos or 
guitar cases for years before 
somebody finally hears 
them.

For a handful of Northern 
Rivers songwriters, this year’s 
BaySounds competition may 
provide that first audience, 
with the community radio 
and music initiative return-
ing for a third year.

Run by BayFM and SAE 
University College Byron Bay, 
the competition has steadily 
carved out a place in the 
local music calendar, offering 
emerging songwriters a rare 
opportunity to have their 
work heard, recorded and 
performed.

Entries for the 2026 com-
petition are now open, with 
unsigned musicians from 
across the Northern Rivers 
invited to submit original 
songs before the 12 July 
deadline. 

The competition is open 
to artists from Byron, Ballina, 
Lismore, Tweed, Kyogle, 
Richmond Valley and the 
Clarence Valley. 

There are separate youth 
and adult categories, with 
organisers encouraging 

everyone from first-time 
songwriters to more expe-
rienced local performers to 
enter.

The winners will receive 
professional recording, 
mixing and mastering at 
SAE’s Byron Bay studios, 
along with airplay on BayFM 
and opportunities to perform 
live. Runners-up will also 
have the chance to appear at 
BaySounds Live broadcasts 
or the Howl and Moan 
Records youth showcase in 
Byron Bay.

The judging panel this 
year includes musicians Ash 
Grunwald, Emily Lubitz and 
Mr Rhodes, alongside BayFM 
presenters Ange Kent and 
Nathan Kaye and SAE faculty 
lead Dirk Terrill.

Last year’s youth winner, 
Seraph Hrubos from Cape 
Byron Steiner School, said 
the competition had opened 
doors.

‘BaySounds helped me as 
a youth artist so much,’ the 
now 15-year-old said.

‘Songwriting competi-
tions are so important, 
because they give young 
local musicians a way to get 
their music out there and 
heard.’

Ballina singer-songwriter 
Filly Mack, who placed 
second in the adult section 
in 2024, said BaySounds had 
helped her continue record-
ing and writing from home.

‘Every artist has a dream, 
and often it just takes a leap 
of faith, the right people and 
the right tools to help get you 
there,’ she said.

The Northern Rivers has 
never been short of amazing 
songs. They emerge from 
school bands, open mic 
nights, rehearsal sheds, folk 
clubs, garages and spare 
bedrooms, often long before 
anyone beyond family and 
friends gets to hear them.

BaySounds has become 
one way of bridging that 
gap. For some entrants it 
may mean a first studio 
session, for others a first 
live performance or radio 
airplay. And for a few songs 
that have spent months, or 
years, waiting to be finished, 
it could simply mean finally 
being heard.

Entries close at midnight 
on 12 July.

1,000 voices raised to end rough sleeping by 2034

Positive future for Byron’s vistor economy

Ending rough sleeping is no 
small challenge for Byron 
Shire and the Northern 
Rivers but that is the aim of 
the Ending Rough Sleeping 
Collaboration and the 
release of the 1,000 Voices 
Byron Shire report just 
released. 

The ‘What we Heard’ 
report involved around 30 
organisations and more than 
700 community members, 
providing insight into local 
homelessness impacts 
and the need for systemic 
change. 

This is part of the regional 
effort ‘Northern Rivers Zero’ 
to end rough sleeping in 
the Northern Rivers by 2034 

by making it rare, brief and 
non-recurring.

Urgent calls for 
change

Ending Rough Sleeping 
Collaboration Byron Shire 
Co-Chair Dr Elizabeth Set-
tles said the 1,000 Voices 
report’s findings confirm 
that homelessness is widely 
understood as a complex 
and systemic issue, not an 
individual failing.

‘Many, clearly see that 
homelessness is driven 
by factors like housing 
affordability, cost of living 
pressures and broader social 
factors like domestic and 

family violence and mental 
health,’ Dr Settles said.

‘Many recognise that 
homelessness is not about 
individual choices, it’s about 
systems that aren’t working 
for everyone. They see 
people falling through the 
cracks and they want bold 
action to improve housing, 
services, awareness, and 
policy reform.’

The 1,000 Voices report, 
summary findings and 
Ending Rough Sleeping Col-
laboration Shared Agenda 
for Change are available 
at: www.byron.nsw.gov.
au/1000-voices or at the 
Council chambers, 70 Station 
Street, Mullumbimby.

Ending Rough Sleeping Collaboration, Byron Shire members and community joined 
forces to solve homelessness at an Insights into Action event in Mullumbimby in March.
Photo supplied

Last Thursday saw 
Destination Byron bring 
together over 150 attendees 
looking at the future of Byron 
and its visitor economy. 

Speakers included 
Rebecca Masci from the 
Brisbane 2032 Olympics 
Organising Committee, 
data commentator Simon 
Kuestenmacher and STR’s 
Paul Hammond. Sessions 
covered visitor economy 
data, sustainable tourism 
and how the Byron Shire can 
capitalise on the lead up to 
the 2032 Games.

‘It was encouraging to 
see a broad mix of people – 
from accommodation and 

experience operators, media, 
community members, and 
all keen to collaborate to 
better manage and promote 
our Shire,’ said Jeanie 
Wylie, Destination Byron’s 
President. 

‘Tourism works best when 
everyone’s pulling in the 
same direction, and the fact 
that so many people want to 
be part of that conversation 
gives me a lot of confidence 
and optimism about where 
we’re headed.’

Byron Fest
The symposium also 

heard about Destination 
Byron’s $200,000 Regional 

Night-Time Economy 
Program grant that will be 
used to help support the 
creation of Byron Fest, a new 
mid-winter festival planned 
for June 2027.

The festival will focus 
on arts and culture, 
sustainability, wellbeing, 
food and beverage, and 
entrepreneurship and is 
asking businesses and 
local organisations to sign 
up and participate in the 
event. 

For more information 
about Destination 
Byron, Byron Fest or 
how to get involved, visit 
destinationbyron.com.au.

Pet adoption day – 4 July in Ballina
Northern Rivers Animal Ser-
vices Inc (NRAS) are hoping 
the sun will be out for their 
monthly adoption day on 
Saturday, 4 July from 10am 
until 1pm at the NRAS Rescue 
Shelter at 61 Piper Drive, 
Ballina.

The volunteers say there 
are some beautiful animals 
available for adoption, 
including the various feline 
personalities of Romeo, 
Luna Moon, and Spencer or 
the sweet and gentle staffy, 
Rusty. There’s also Lucky, the 

lovable six-month-old playful 
pup with a gentle soul.

All animals up for adop-
tion by forever families 
are vet checked, parasite 

treated, vaccinated, micro-
chipped, and desexed prior 
to adoption. Adoptions can 
also take place outside of 
the monthly adoption day, 
so  people looking to adopt a 
furry friend should still keep 
an eye on NRAS’ website at 
www.nras.org.au and has 
profiles of the animals in 
NRAS’ care.

For any further informa-
tion, call the shelter on 
weekdays between 10am 
and 4:00pm on 6681 1860, or 
email: shelter@nras.org.au.

Rusty is up for adoption. 
Photo supplied
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HeyDay Supports the community with aged care, dementia 
support, and respite services for older people and their carers 
so they can rest and recharge. Across our centres, we offer 
day programs where clients can enjoy a range of activities, live 
music and social connection (meals and transport included). 
We also offer in-home and one-on-one social support, group 
activities, and community excursions for older people and 
those living with cognitive challenges.

OUR CENTRES:
BRUNSWICK HEADS 
LENNOX HEAD 
MURWILLUMBAH

PHONE NUMBER: 
(02) 6685 1921

HEYDAY.ORG.AU

Connection, care 
and community

Formerly Byron Respite

Mortgage Choice Pty Ltd ACN 009 161 979 (Australian Credit Licence 382869) and Smartline Operations Pty 
Ltd ACN 086 467 727 (Australian Credit Licence 385325) are owned by REA Group Ltd. Your broker will advise 

whether they are a credit representative of Mortgage Choice or Smartline.

Call Adam on 0403 619 593 today.

Expert mortgage support, 
whatever your needs.

Adam Gadowski
m 0403 619 593 
e  adam.gadowski@mortgagechoice.com.au
w  MortgageChoice.com.au/adam.gadowski

No Small Thing – changing lives 
for the better, together

This Thursday, 2 July the 
Northern Rivers Community 
Foundation (NRCF) Women’s 
Giving Circle is bringing a 
stellar lineup of leaders 
to the Regent Theatre in 
Murwillumbah to discuss 
how progress happens 
across climate, gender 
equality, media, democracy, 
and community action – and 
why local action still matters.

The No Small Thing panel 
will be led by Cheek Media 
founder, Hannah Ferguson, 

and brings together Grata 
Fund founder Isabelle 
Reinecke, former Nature 
Conservancy global director 
of gender equity Robyn 
James, and Coolamon 
Community CEO Evie Wood 
for a conversation about 
staying hopeful and effective 
in the face of large-scale 
challenges.

Empowering action
‘The problems shaping 

women’s and girls’ lives are 

vast, connected, and easy 
to feel powerless against. 
But the most powerful 
place to shift them might 
also be the smallest: the 
local, the grassroots, the 
room you’re sitting in,’ say 
organisers.

No Small Thing will 
run from 5pm to 9.30pm 
at the Regent Theatre, 
Murwillumbah. Tickets at: 
https://events.humanitix.
com/no-small-thing-nrcf-
womens-giving-circle. 

Mandy Nolan wins 
Greens preselection 
for seat of Ballina
Aslan Shand 

Mandy Nolan has won the 
Greens preselection to rep-
resent the party at the 2027 
state elections for the seat of 
Ballina. 

The preselection contest 
was a result of the current 
Greens Ballina state MP, 
Tamara Smith, announcing 
that she would not be con-
testing the next state election. 

The contest also included 
Byron Shire Mayor Sarah 
Ndiaye and Ballina councillor 
Kiri Dicker. 

‘I am absolutely thrilled to 
be the Greens candidate for 
Ballina and to continue the 
work of our MP for Ballina 
Tamara Smith,’ Mandy told 
The Echo. ‘I am committed 
to grassroots community 
engagement – I love this 
community and this place. 
It would be a privilege to be 
their voice at the table!’ 

Byron Shire Councillor 
David Warth says he will run 
as an independent, Kevin 
Loughrey is set to represent 
One Nation while the Nation-
als, who previously held the 
seat prior to Ms Smith, and 
Labor are yet to announce a 
candidate. 

Coordinator of NRCF’s Women’s Giving Circle, Amy Colli, says that the projects they support 
create meaningful change in the lives of women and girls. Photo Jeff Dawson
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Welcome 
Natalie Stokes
Natalie graduated with 
honours from The University 
of Melbourne in 1999 and has 
been providing dental care 
in the Northern Rivers region 
for more than two decades. 
Many patients will know her from 
her 19 years at Mullumbimby 
Dental Centre (now Maven), where she built 
trusted relationships with local families while 
caring for all aspects of their dental health.

Natalie offers high-quality general dentistry for 
patients of all ages, with a particular interest in 
preventive and minimal intervention dentistry. 

She is passionate about 
helping patients understand 
their treatment options and 
empowering them to make 
informed decisions through 
open communication and 
education.

Known for her gentle, 
caring and patient manner, 
Natalie is especially skilled 
at helping nervous patients 

feel comfortable and reducing anxiety 
around dental visits.

She also holds a Diploma in Functional 
Nutritional Therapy, giving her a unique 
understanding of the connection between 
nutrition, oral health and overall wellbeing.

Byron Bay: 19/5 Easy St   Mullumbimby: 60 Stuart St
02 6694 3083   omearadental.com.au

News from across the 
North Coast online 
www.echo.net.au

www.echo.net.au

Youth internship 
program inspiring 
new volunteers
Students gaining practical 
emergency response skills 
while helping build the next 
generation of volunteers has 
been the focus of the NSW 
State Emergency Service 
Youth Internship Programs 
across the state during this 
school term.

NRAS July adoption 
day to go ahead
Northern Rivers Animal 
Services Inc are hoping 
the sun will be out for their 
monthly adoption day on 
Saturday 4 July at the NRAS 
Rescue Shelter in Ballina.

Help raise funds 
for Our Kids with 
Tutu Day
Northern Rivers locals are 
once again being encouraged 
to swap business attire, 
school uniforms, team shirts 
and everyday clothes for 
something a little more 
colourful by wearing a tutu 
on Friday 31 July to help raise 
funds for Our Kids.

Casino Suspension 
Bridge opens
Minister For Small Business, 
Recovery and North Coast 
Janelle Saffin joined Mayor 
Robert Mustow and Member 
for Page Kevin Hogan to 
officially open the Casino 
Suspension Bridge on 
Saturday 27 June.

Savour The Tweed 
returns, 22 October
Food and drink event, 
Savour The Tweed, returns to 
excite taste buds this spring, 
from Wednesday 22 October 
to Sunday 26 October.

Charge dismissed 
for activist 
hindering coal 
exports
An activist who came to 
national attention after 
being punched by a police 
officer while protesting, 
has had another charge 
dismissed in court today.

Schools Roadshow 
held in Lismore
The Rivers Secondary 
College Lismore High 
Campus hosted 80 principals 
and public school leaders 
from across the North Coast 
and New England on Friday 
26 June as part of the 2026 
Schools Roadshow.

Local government assembly 
calls to restore Council funding 
Tweed Shire Council say it has 
secured national support at 
the Australian Local Govern-
ment Association’s National 
General Assembly, with four 
key motions carried.

They say, ‘The result 
strengthens the case for 
federal action on critical 
issues affecting regional, 
coastal and border commu-
nities, including sustainable 
funding, biosecurity and 
stronger collaboration 
between governments’.

Tweed Shire Mayor Chris 
Cherry said the four key 

Tweed-supported motions 
were: Motion 91 – Restoring 
direct and sustainable 
Federal funding; Motion 139 – 
National Fire Ant Eradication 
Program funding; Motion 
141 – Nationally consistent 
weed and pest animal regula-
tions; Motion 198 – Improved 
consultation between state 
and local government. 

Cr Cherry added a 
number of motions by other 
councils were adopted, some 
which are aimed at address-
ing Australia’s housing 
pressures.

Govt’s carbon credit scheme welcomed

T he release of the 
government’s 
proposed Improved 

Native Forest Method, which 
allows governments to claim 
carbon credits in return for 
stopping logging has been 
welcomed by the North East 
Forest Alliance (NEFA) and 
North Coast Environment 
Council (NCEC) as ‘providing 
a way to end native forest 
logging on public land’.

‘This is a game changer’ 
said NEFA spokesperson 
Dailan Pugh. ‘Over the 
past 100 years, logging has 
removed most large trees 
from state forests, releasing 
more than half the carbon 
stored in our forests into the 
atmosphere’.

‘If forests are allowed to 
recover, then they can remove 
their lost carbon from the 
atmosphere and store it out of 
harm’s way in their wood and 

soils. The NSW government 
has said that the creation of 
the Great Koala National Park 
is predicated upon being able 
to claim carbon credits. Now 
they can proceed.

‘They will be able to earn 
over $300m in Australian 
Carbon Credit Units (ACCUs) 
over the first 15 years, which 
we are assured will go into 
park management and 
rehabilitation of degraded 
forests. We can repair some 
of the mess left by logging’, 
Mr Pugh said.

‘Modelling by Mandala 
Partners for the Australian 
Climate and Biodiversity 
Foundation estimates that 
stopping logging of all NSW’s 
native state forests could 
generate about 1.5 million 
ACCUs a year, returning over 
$1.5b to the NSW government 
over 15 years to reinvest in 
regional forest management 

and support an estimated 
1,700 forest jobs such as pest 
and weed removal, fire man-
agement, and protection of 
cultural and environmental 
assets.

‘Instead of paying $20m 
to 30m a year to log and 
degrade NSW’s public native 
forests, by protecting forests 
the government will be able 
to make over $100m a year to 
pay for a transition package 
for affected loggers, forest 
management, new recreation 
facilities and forest rehabili-
tation,’ NCEC spokesperson 
Susie Russell said.

‘As the forests mature 
they will improve habitat for 
a multitude of threatened 
species, increase stream 
flows, reduce flooding, reduce 
fire threat and intensity, and 
better withstand the growing 
impacts of climate heating’, 
Ms Russell added.

Ballina Shire Council finds savings in chairs
David Lowe

At its last meeting, as part 
of a long discussion about 
amendments to Ballina 
Council’s delivery program 
and operational plan, there 
was a debate about whether 
Ballina Richmond Rotary 
Club should still be paid 
$8,000 to set up chairs for 
the RSL Lighthouse Day Club.

Cr Kiri Dicker said, ‘We 
never review this’. 

‘It happens extraneous 
to any Council policy. It’s 
not discussed in a working 
party of any kind, because 
it’s not considered. It doesn’t 
happen through the commu-
nity donations process. 

‘It just sort of sits 
separately…

‘When that Day Club 
started, there used to be 
a stage that had to be set 
up, with quite a lot of work 
involved. That stage is no 
longer set up,’ she said.

‘The Ballina RSL sub-
branch is also applying for 
$5,000 of in-kind fees to use 
the Richmond Room, so it 
costs us $5,000 plus another 
$8,000 extraneous to any 
sort of policy.

‘It’s worth noting that 
the RSL sub-branch has a 
considerable amount of 
investments. I just checked 
on their charitable status, 
and they make every year 

$450,000 in interest from 
their investments…

‘Almost no community 
groups get a cash donation 
from Council, it’s almost 
always in-kind fees, and the 
fact that it’s never reviewed, 
I can’t continue to support 
that, for reasons of good 
governance,’ said Cr Dicker.

Handshake deal
‘It is literally a handshake 

deal,’ she said, before 
suggesting that the arrange-
ment should be wrapped up 
after 2026.

Cr Phil Meehan spoke 
in support of Cr Dicker’s 
amendment, saying he 
had tried previously to 

implement a similar change.
‘I’ve been unhappy for a 

number of years with this 
concept of a donation that’s 
outside, with no policy 
around it. No other group 
has access to it…

‘Inherently, it’s not a good 
process, and I would say 
it’s not equitable process… 
if there’s a need to pay for 
chairs to be set up and some-
body else doesn’t want to 
do that, then the group can 
quite simply or easily move 
to a suitable space in Ballina 
RSL club, which should be 
provided for free,’ he said.

‘In the past, there’s been 
an argument from repre-
sentatives of that group: “Oh 

no, the poor older folk, they’ll 
get into the RSL Club and lose 
control and go and play the 
poker machines. We can’t 
allow them to be exposed.” 

‘That argument is a furphy, 
quite clearly,’ said Cr Meehan.

Narrowly passed 
‘I believe Cr Dicker is 

actually being very kind here 
by saying this is the last year. 
If I was to move something, I 
would say we’re not doing it 
anymore, because we have 
to have a better process.’

In the end, the amend-
ment narrowly passed.

Cr Simon Chate was 
not present for the June 
meeting.

Tony Parkes – celebrating a full life
Everyone is welcome to 
celebrate the life of envi-
ronmentalist Tony Parkes 

(15/11/1929 – 11/06/2026) on 
Friday July 10, from 1.30pm, 
at Bangalow A & I Hall. 

North Coast News

2026 WAA Finalist Kirsten Chambers’ piece Vanitas 2026, oil 
on polycotton, 121x121 cm. Image courtesy the artist.  

Wollumbin art finalists announced

The finalists for the biennial 
Wollumbin Art Award (WAA), 
held by Tweed Regional Gal-
lery, have been announced.

They are Tweed-based 
artist Kane Corowa, Gold 
Coast-based artist Beth 

Andrews, and Byron-based 
artists Kirsten Chambers and 
Monica Buscarino. Finalists 
are vying for a $15,000 first 
prize, to be announced at the 
awards night on Saturday, 29 
August.
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MULLUMBIMBY

WE STAND BEHIND OUR FRESH FOOD 
We guarantee our fresh food will always be fresh, or we’ll replace it and refund your money.*

DINO’S IGA MULLUMBIMBY
62 BURRINGBAR STREET • PH 6684 2207

*Conditions apply. Specials available Wednesday 1/7/26 – Sunday 4/7/26. Limits may apply. We reserve the right to correct printing errors.

ON SALE WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAYON SALE WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAY

FRESH PRODUCE SPECIALSFRESH PRODUCE SPECIALS

Sliced  Sliced  
TurkeyTurkey

Seasoned BBQ Seasoned BBQ 
Chicken (cooked)Chicken (cooked)

Black Angus Black Angus 
Eye FilletEye Fillet

Tomahawk  Tomahawk  
SteakSteak

DELI & MEAT SPECIALSDELI & MEAT SPECIALS

Missile Missile 
ApplesApples

Red Red 
CapsicumsCapsicums

Blueberries Blueberries 
PunnetPunnet

ZucchinisZucchinis CornCornAfourer Afourer 
MandarinsMandarins

$$999999
kg

$$449999
kg

$$449999
each

$$999999
each

$$89899999
kg

$$29299999
kg

$$69699999
kg

$$330000
3 for3 for$$449999

kg

$$229999
kg
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The Karl Stefanovic pile-on
I n 2011, Channel 9 scored a one-

on-one interview with the Daili 
Lama during his Australian 

tour. It was handed to their larrikan 
breakfast guy – Karl Stefanovic. 

Karl attempted a famously 
terrible joke that went like this ‘The 
Dalai Lama walks into a pizza shop 
and he says, “Can you make me 
one with everything?”’

It might have worked with 
mates at the pub but on TV with 
the Dalai Lama himself? The great 
man looked to his interpreter who 
had the impossible task of trying to 
explain ‘pizza shop’ in Tibetan. Karl 
struggled on looking more and more 
idiotic. When he realised the joke 
had backfired badly he laughed. 
Earnest, affable, accident-prone 
Karl, completely misreading his 
subject and fluffing the big moment. 

Channel 9 posted the Daili 
Lama clip twice on YouTube – it 
became a fun meme with nearly 
five million views. It epitomised 
the Karl millions of Australians 
knew and liked. This was the same 
Karl that Channel 9 spent decades 
promoting. They successfully ran 
an audience campaign to help 
their star win the ‘most popular 
TV Presenter’ Gold Logie. The Gold 
Logie – it’s a TV entertainment 
award. 

#KrushingKarl 
So it came as a surprise this 

week when the Sydney Morning 
Herald (SMH) started to deploy 
multiple Walkley winning (real) 
journalists to savage Karl-the-
Logie-winner for being too friendly 
in his podcast interview with a UK 
neo-Nazi.

In four days, the SMH ran at least 
eight news stories and six opinion 
and editorial pieces attacking his 
failure to meet high professional 
standards of journalism.

I take their point but not the 
astonishing  breadth and volume 
of coverage. Over four days the 
SMH desks and sections covering 
the story included the national 
news; live blog; business; media 
& marketing; opinion; editorial; 
cbd; culture wars; on background; 

videos; entertainment; television; 
and of course podcasts. Video 
packages and ‘explainers’ have also 
been prepared and published.

I have subscribed for over 40 
years to the SMH – I love that paper 
and its various campaigns for 
women’s rights, climate action, 
and investigations against the likes 
of Eddie Obeid and those accused 
of war crimes. Yes, they sure can 
wield a sledgehammer – but to 
focus all their cannons on a single 
podcast by a fading breakfast show 
presenter? It was weird. It was dis-
proportionate and lacked context.

To make money a successful 
podcaster requires a streak of pure 
bastardry that Karl Stefanovic 
obviously lacks. Think of Candice 
Owen accusing French President 
Emmanual Macron’s wife of being 
a man – and doggedly amplifying 
that conspiracy claim for years – 
even as the outraged Macrons are 
suing her for defamation.

I am not convinced a person 
who face-planted into his own pizza 
joke is capable of that.

I am guessing Karl has been 
given some terrible advice by hard 
right ‘mates’ who want to exploit 
his popularity for their cause. It 
is natural to try to make a future 
for himself but he has yet again 
misread the room and made a 
fool of himself. This time it’s not 
funny and Channel 9 have switched 
from defending him to throwing 
everything they own at him – 
unfortunately this includes their 
ownership of the SMH. 

In politics, conflict of interest 
disclosures are mandatory and 
made up front – not mumbled 
three quarters of the way into a 
speech that you should not even 
be making, because you are too 

compromised to speak objectively. 
The same ethical rules of 

disclosure apply to news media. 
It goes to trust. Some SMH stories 
have made a short mention that 
‘Channel 9 owns this masthead’. 
Technically they ticked the box. 
But morally? Should they have 
allowed themselves to be used like 
this at all?

Channel 9 decided to allow 
Karl to try to ‘reinvent himself’ in 
exchange for a pay cut, to save 
themselves money. It was a critical 
mistake that lies at the heart of 
how this happened. Yet the SMH 
lopsided reporting is not holding 
anyone but Karl accountable. 

I am certainly no apologist 
for Karl’s podcasts. But how big 
a threat is he to democracy? My 
bigger worry is protecting the 
integrity of the SMH. Because they 
are more than an arm of someone 
else’s corporate strategy. They 
really are a cornerstone of trust. 

News Corp has already failed 
many integrity tests by becoming 
a activist rather than a reporter 
of news. So the traditions of the 
SMH matter more now than ever. 
Yet it’s bannerhead: ‘Independent. 
Always.’ no longer feels accurate. 
Denting that credibility would be a 
far bigger blow to democracy than 
any Karl podcast.

The lesson to everyone seeking 
to champion Australia’s better 
angels against the hard right is to 
believe in, and protect, the power 
of integrity. Nietzsche’s  excellent 
advice:  when fighting monsters, 
one must take great care not to 
become a monster yourself.

	■ Lennox Head-based Catherine 
Cusack is a retired NSW Liberal 
MLC.

Free conversation helps birthing

I was a home birth. I chose to 
have my children in a hospital. 
That was my choice. 

There is a lot of attention going 
to freebirthing at the moment. 
But the reality is that women 
have been freebirthing since they 
started birthing. That’s a damn 
long time. 

There is no 100 per cent 
guaranteed way to go through 
a pregnancy and give birth to a 
child that does not run the risk of 
danger, and potential death, to 
both foetus and mother. Not in a 
hospital, with the best medical 
attention, or at home without any 
medical interference. Birthing is a 
risky business. 

Historically, one to two per cent 
of mothers, and up to ten per cent 
of babies, died during or shortly 
after birth. There have been 
some pretty horrifying medical 
interventions to try to save either 
the mother or the child. There 
are still practices that could be 
improved, there is human error, 
there is misinformation, there 
are not always medical answers, 
and there is always risk. It is the 
calculation of that risk that every 
potential parent, nurse, midwife, 
doula, and doctor must consider 
when making a decision that 
impacts the outcome of a birth 
and everyone involved. 

The Northern Rivers has been 
a place that has made space for 
home birthing. We had amazing 
midwives like Pam Sonia and Jude 
Holland (aka MeMa) who worked 
with Dr David Miller to give families 
a chance to birth in a way that 
they felt was the best outcome 
for them. Thanks to their work we 
saw the old Mullumbimby Hospital 
have one of the best birthing 
suites in the region. 

They did have training, they 
had doctors on hand, after Jude 
had waded through the floods to a 
birthing mother, they had Dr Miller 
flown in by helicopter and then the 
birthing mother taken by firetruck 
through floodwaters to get to 
medical services. They knew when 
to ask for assistance, they sought 
medical intervention when it was 
needed. 

One of the key reasons often 
cited for freebirthing is a former 
negative hospital birthing experi-
ence, or feeling coerced into medi-
cal intervention. When you are in 
the middle of birthing, let alone 
a contraction, decision-making is 
challenging. 

Demonising freebirthing 
doesn’t get the best outcomes for 
the mother and child, nor does 
demonising medical intervention. 

People should be allowed 
to make their decisions on how 
they want to bring their children 
into the world. But we also need 
to make informed decisions and 
beating up on freebirthing is not 
going to allow people to make 
more informed decisions. It is 
more likely to drive freebirthing 
underground with increased 
risk and more negative 
outcomes for babies, mothers, 
and families. 

Understanding the risks is key 
to making informed decisions, 
understanding people’s reasons 
for not wanting high levels of 
medical intervention is key to 
engaging with people from all 
walks of life and ensuring the 
best outcomes for everyone 
involved. Engaging from both 
sides of the debate will give us 
the best outcomes for everyone 
involved. 

Aslan Shand, editor

www.northcoastvetservices.com.au  +  02 6684 0735
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info@northcoastvetservices.com.au

North Coast Vets
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++  State-of-the-art human- 

grade CT machine 
++  Laser therapy machine
++  Mobile service
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Local Byron biz down 
50 per cent – why?
What on Earth is going on in 
Jonson Street, Byron Bay? 

I ventured to the newsa-
gent in the middle of town 
on Saturday morning at 
6am when it’s still dark, and 
found it surrounded by a 
wall of orange barricades. 

It was spooky. 
My chat with the newsa-

gent went along the lines of: 
Do you get any compensa-
tion for this disruption? 
Answer: No. 

How much business have 
you lost? Answer: 50 per cent. 

Why on Earth do they need 
to barricade you in. Answer: 
Don’t know. Maybe so we 
can’t see what is going on.

I commented that I should 
write on their behalf, to The 
Echo, so I am. 

We know from all the 
signage that they are fixing 
the drains, but why do they 
need these huge walls which 
obviously cost time and 
money? 

That isn’t fixing the 
drains. 

Get the job done faster. 
Get more help if there aren’t 
sufficient workers. 

Byron Bay has lost so 
many local businesses, 
and this is costing our only 
newsagent, our long-term 
community newsagent, 50 
per cent of their business. 

It’s not sustainable for a 
business. 

Anyone reading this, go 
and have a look for yourself, 
and find a reason to go to the 
newsagent. They deserve 
our support before we lose 
another business. 

Josephine Beams
Byron Bay

	■ The Echo confirmed 
Josephine’s claims with 
the newsagent on 29 June. 
– Letters Ed

African tulip tree
There is a beautiful large, 
bright, orange-flowered 
tree, the African tulip tree 
(Spathodea campanulata), 
which grows vigorously in 
our Northern Rivers. 

You will see it on any 
drive around your area. 
Unfortunately, its flowers 

are highly toxic to our native 
bees. Research from Uni of 
Qld (UQ) has found that the 
flower’s nectar contains com-
pounds that quickly paralyse 
and kill native bees. 

It is classified as a pest 
tree in Qld, NSW and the 
Northern Territory, an inva-
sive tree which can dominate 
local gullies and waterways.

In our coastal regions, 
native bee-attracting trees 
include the coastal banksia, 
broad-leaved paperbark 
and coastal cypress pine, 
while for inland rainforest 
and alluvial plains areas 
(e.g. Lismore, Mullum), pink 
bloodwood, weeping lilly 
pilly, tulip wood and guioa. 

Smaller shrubs like grevil-
lea and bottlebrush are ideal 
attractors. Basil, rosemary 
and thyme can also help our 
native bees bridge seasonal 
flowering gaps. 

Australia’s native bees are 
vital to our ecosystems and 
our agriculture, but sadly 
their long-term survival is 
increasingly precarious. 

We can all do our bit 
whether it be planting native 
bee-attracting flora, limiting 
our use of harmful garden 
pesticides or removing the 
African tulip tree from our 
gardens and footpaths. 

Bronwyn Morris
Montecollum

Mullum water
Thanks councillors Warth, 
Hauge, Ndiaye, Kay and 
Lowe for holding the line 
against the conservatives 
(Lyon, Dods and Labor) and 
Council staff, who all want 
to close Lavertys Gap Weir 
as a water source and use 
only Rous’s water for urban 
supply to Mullumbimby. 

Rous is the supermarket 
of water in our region and its 
price rises are already on its 
books. Like the supermar-
kets did to dairy farmers, 
Rous is poised to squeeze the 
environment for more water. 

Rous has been delighted 
to take on the new custom-
ers of Mullumbimby, before 
even knowing where the 
extra water will come from. 

In this regard, Rous 
officially claimed that adding 
Mullum has no influence on 
whether it builds Dunoon 
Dam or not. 

How can that be? 
When I first dwelt in Byron 

Shire, we staved off Rous’s 
plan then for a dam on 
Wilsons Creek at Federal.

Then in the 1990s, Rous 
pivoted to its next choice, the 
Dunoon Dam. 

Following intensive 
community consultation, it 
promised to find other ways 
of sourcing water and to 
never build Dunoon Dam. 

But it didn’t sell the 
extensive real estate it had 
acquired for the project. 
Until Rous sells, we need to 
assume the DuD will be built. 

The other ways of sourc-
ing water include demand 
management – things like 
subsidising urban rainwater 
tanks. Both Rous and Byron 
Council have dropped this in 
recent years. 

Duncan Dey 
Main Arm 

Councillor’s integrity
In last week’s Echo, there was 
a wonderful editorial, plus 
another article about the 
Station Street development 
for affordable housing in 
Mullumbimby.

The essence I received 
from both articles was there 
has to be change in the way 
we as a community are able 
to decide on our own future. 

As an example, in the 
editorial ‘Could you be a 
better councillor?’, Aslan 
Shand pointed out that even 
though we had a tremen-
dous number of submissions 
against the development 
of the Station Street afford-
able housing behemoth, 
councillors disregarded 740 
submissions and voted for 
the development. 

This is the biggest 
	▶ Continued on page 12

A little planning. A lot of love. 

Paperbark
Deathcare & Funerals

Most funerals are planned by strangers, 
in a hurry & under pressure. Yours doesn't
have to be. Pre-planning means the people
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submission I believe that 
Council has ever had, and yet 
the reason that councillors 
voted against the community 
submissions was that they 
had gotten into power by 
promising their voters afford-
able housing. 

In this particular instance, 
and in the revised DA, the 
final result is still an eyesore 
with little tiny studios and 
the loss of serious commu-
nity parking and facilities. 

It makes me wonder if 
there just cannot be a better 
way for decisions to be made. 
The fact that councillors can 
quietly say ‘yes, yes, yes’ and 
then vote ‘no, no, no’ just 
doesn’t seem right for me. 

How is it that councillors 
can promise things to rate-
payers (in this case afford-
able housing), and then, 
when the majority of the 
community does not want a 
particular flawed affordable 
housing proposal, they still 
vote for it, even though they 
are obviously not supporting 
the majority of the commu-
nity’s wishes? 

As a system, it stinks.
There has to be a better 

way. I am told by many 
people there is no better way. 

I don’t believe it. 
I believe there’s always a 

better way, and here in this 
day of incredible technology, 
surely there is a way that we 
can make decisions more 
democratically and more 
related directly to current 
community opinion.

Ian Blair Hamilton
Myocum

Overdevelopment
I was horrified when my eyes 
landed on the resubmitted 
housing/commercial DA by 
Landcom and Byron Shire 
Council at 57 Station Street, 
Mullumbimby. 

It’s a very vital convenient 
carpark – haven’t we ‘been 
there done that’?

It was previously rejected 
by residents of Mullumbimby 
– they gave an emphatic ‘No’, 
to this takeover/grab.

Aren’t councillors required 
to act on ‘the will of the 
people’? 

Amazingly, in a letter from 
state government corpora-
tion Landcom, they said (and 
I quote), ‘We believe that 
the amended application 
addressed Council’s concerns 
that the application can 
be supported and recom-
mended for approval to the 
Northern Regional Planning 
Panel (NRPP)’.  

Again, the ‘will of the 
people’ has been ignored 
and I question Council’s 
concerns.

Then again, regarding 
it being ‘supported’ and 
‘recommended for approval’ 
to the NRPP… do you know 

who is on that Northern 
Regional Planning Panel? 

Jillian Spring
Billinudgel

Slow down
Just when you think it 
can’t get any worse on the 
roads, dodging e-bikes and 
ridiculous-sized vehicles, 
now we get impatient and 
aggressive morons who want 
to overtake at stop signs! 

Slow down people!
Rod Murray

Ocean Shores 

Not alone 
Residents of Morrison Ave 
Mullumbimby, rest assured 
you are not alone. 

I have been writing to 
Byron Shire Council (BSC) for 
15 years requesting Council 
to fix the death trap called 
Blackbean Lane Federal. 

Council informed me that 
half the lane is owned by 
Council (the northern end) 
and the other half is owned 
by Crown Lands. 

Further, that the Crown 
Lands section was closed in 
1973. 

Council stated that the 
community should only use 
the northern end to access 
Federal Drive. I have yet to 
see a public notice advising 
the ‘community’ accordingly. 
Crown Lands advised me 
that the lane was not closed 
and that it is public through 
road.

During Covid in 2021, 
Council permitted ITV to film 
‘Love Island’ on the property 
on the Crown Land section of 
the lane. 

Large cranes, bulldozers, 
mobile offices and hundreds 
of vehicles successfully 
ripped out the whole of that 
section of the lane. 

Allegedly funds were 
provided by ITV to remedy 
the damage. This has not 
happened. A deep chasm 
remains. 

I decided to try turning 
right onto Federal Drive at 
the northern end of the lane. 

There is no clear line of sight. 
There is a speed limit 

of 80km/h (excessive) on 
Federal Drive, but many 
drivers see the stretch of road 
as an excellent dry run for the 
Grand Prix. 

It is a terrifying experience 

venturing out or entering the 
lane at either end.

Council informed me 
that they have no intention 
of fixing the lane as it is not 
considered to be a ‘Council 
asset’. 

It is evident that cor-
respondence to Council is 
for the most part ignored, 
especially submissions 
against DAs. 

If they were read and 
understood (many of which 
far exceed the quality of 
the DA), Council would be 
legally bound to refuse many 
applications.

As Council has filled in 
potholes on the Crown Lands 
section of the lane in the 
past, and there has been 
a development (approved 
by Council), on that section 
of the lane Council has a 
responsibility to care for it. 

Crown Lands are not 
required to maintain their 
roads. 

Council is not legally 
required to make all roads 
safe in the Shire if there are 
insufficient funds. 

However, if Council is 
forewarned of a hazard and 
fails to act then there may 
be grounds for action in 
negligence, i.e. the protection 
from malfeasance does not 
apply.

To my horror, Mayor Sarah 
Ndiaye is requesting that 
ratepayers lobby government 
to provide more funds and in 
the same newspaper I read 
that Council is seeking a 
substantial increase in rates.

I allege that Council is 
devoted to serving the needs 
of developers and tourists at 
the expense of ratepayers. 

More funds would encour-
age further indulgence and 
discrimination. 

As the only service I 
receive from Council is gar-
bage, I propose that I dispose 
of my own garbage and 
seek the blessing of Council 
to withhold my rates until I 
accumulate sufficient funds 
to have Blackbean Lane 
re-engineered. 

If this fails, I reckon it is 
time for an independent 
investigation into the admin-
istration of BSC.

Hilary Bone
Federal

Calls for more 
public transport
Public transport in the 
Northern Rivers currently 
consists of a few buses that 
run infrequently and have 
very few passengers. 

Friends of mine have had 
to move from the area when 
they can no longer drive a 
car. 

This is surely 
unacceptable in this day 
and age. The lack of public 
transport has the greatest 
impact on students and the 
aged. 

In order to rectify the 
situation, the following 
actions would improve the 
situation.

In Mullumbimby, a free 
mini-bus service should be 
established which would be 
a service for residents living 
within five kilometres of the 
town centre. 

These should be provided 
with wheelchair access. 

This would result in less 
demand for parking in the 
town centre.

In addition, the 
suspended railway between 
Mullumbimby and Byron Bay 
should be reopened and, if 
the patronage of this service 
was strong enough, the 
service should be extended 
to Lismore. 

The latter extension would 
benefit those attending 
university and living in 
Mullumbimby and Byron Bay. 

A survey of residents and 
shopowners indicated strong 
support for reopening the 
railway. 

In addition, the railway 
would defer the need to 
duplicate Ewingsdale Road, 
which is becoming congested 
for longer periods of time and 
requires duplication now. 

This would be extremely 
costly to do because the road 
has to be built on a swamp. 

A private company is 
prepared to operate the 
service should this be 
necessary. 

To maximise the success 
of this service, consideration 
should be given to 
subsidising the fares.

Constructing new railways 
in the region is too costly 
because of the hilly terrain 
and the dispersed nature of 
the towns and villages. 

Therefore the bulk of the 
public transport would have 
to be provided by buses. 

Mini-buses would be 
adequate for most services 
now. 

These would need to be 
frequent enough and be 
scheduled in such a way that 
they minimised the journey 
time between towns and 
met the time demands of the 
users.

Chris Abraham
Mullumbimby

Book your 1-on-1 session
Saturday 9.30am–2.30pm

43 Stuart Street 
Mullumbimby

behind the Wellness Pod

0432 252 182

Bodywork on Bundjalung Country

Do you 
love to 
SING?

www.byronbaysinging.com

Follow us on Insta
@byronshireecho

	▶ Continued from page 11

Cartoon by Antoinette Ensbey
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Independent audit
I was so shocked to see on 
our Council community page 
that company Micromax 
has been employed to do 
a survey of our residents to 
gauge if we are disappointed 
with our services provided by 
Council. 

Council has not only 
wasted much of our 
rates, but has left major 
infrastructure to become 
an unacceptable state. I can 
only question why? 

Community: it’s time to 
get involved in notifying 
state governments about an 
independent audit. 

The audit needs to look 
at why our infrastructure has 
been neglected for decades. 

Where has all our money 
gone? The unsustainable 
growth of development 
when our major infrastruc-
ture is not fit for purpose. 
Community, it’s time to 
speak up, especially when 
I have been told Council is 
going to push for an unac-
ceptable 35 per cent increase 
to our rates. 

This continuing decline 
in meeting Council’s obliga-
tions for community needs 
while also passing more 
high-density developments 
cannot continue. 

We certainly need to 
address these concerns. 

Annie Radermacher 
Brunswick Heads

Multiculturalism
Right across the planet, the 
soccer World Cup is grand-
standing multiculturalism in 
all its splendour!

It’s a great kick in the guts 
for all the anti-woke, anti-
immigrant, anti-diversity, 
neo-fascist right (wrong) 
wing conservatives who have 
hijacked the Divided States 
of America and much of the 
western world.

Here in Australia, the 
World Cup could not have 
been better timed to coin-
cide with Hanson’s ludicrous 
idea of monoculturalism. 

SBS is the national broad-
caster of the World Cup. 

The same SBS Hanson 
wants to get rid of. Its on-air 
presence must be a constant 
reminder to her of how 
multicultural Australia really 
is, despite her pathological 
need to make it otherwise. 

Imagine if every woman 
in Australia thought and 
looked like Pauline Hanson 
and every man in Australia 
thought and looked like 
Barnaby Joyce.

Now that’s monoculture. 
Hairdressers would go mad 
dyeing the grey roots of end-
less queues of red-heads. 

And dentists would be 
driven berserk having to 
straighten, extract and clean 
an endless procession of 

badly-neglected teeth!
And can you imagine 

these Hanson-Joyce looka-
likes filling restaurants, all 
with the same monocultural 
menu? Chowing down on 
‘chops and two veg’ or 
‘bangers and mash’, with 
‘fish and chips’ on Friday? 
Chardonnay-sipping 
mashed-avocado eating 
lefties would be reduced 
to small cohorts meeting 
secretly in basements to 
talk about anything but the 
weather! 

Hanson’s mono-vision 
dystopia means SBS will be 
closed down, the beloved 
ABC reduced to a subscrip-
tion streaming service. Gina 
Rinehart-owned media will 
rule the airwaves. What 
these fundamentalists 
don’t realise is that SBS and 
the ABC are the Australian 
culture!

Without them, this 
nation would be a cultural 
desert. Hanson said, ‘I didn’t 
change… Australia did’. Well 
let’s hope we didn’t change 
that much. Federal Labor, 
the independents and the 
Greens are really the only 
adults left in the room. 

Mike Balson 
Upper Wilsons Creek

Ecological 
sustainability
Close to 40 years ago, at a 
time when the ozone layer 
was threatened and revealing 
‘holes’ in same, the climate 
science narratives warned 
humanity of the huge threat 
that this situation presented 
to the survival of humanity 
and sentient beings. 

This very climate layer 
was essential to all life on the 
planet. Consequently, this 
dangerous trigger to all life 
on Earth alerted humanity 
to best-practice survival 
policies.

Indeed, it was during 
this time a spontaneous 
Green movement arose in 
both the cities and regions. 
Thus we saw ‘ecological 
sustainability’ become a 
dominant value in human 
consciousness. 

Activists and civil society 
rallied socially to this new 
imperative consciousness.  

Not wishing to be left 
out we also saw the word 
‘sustainability’ harnessed by 
corporate capital. 

A very strong conscious-
ness was necessary by 
activists to alert civil society 
to be aware of the capitalist 
narratives that defined 
‘sustainability’. 

Simply put, ecological 
sustainability, in terms of 
consciousness, was sentient/
Earth rights orientated 
while corporate narratives 
governing the world’s 
‘sustainability’ were, and are, 

capital/power-focused. 
The demarcation between 

the two (ecological sustain-
ability and sustainability) 
could not be wider! 

They are not bedfellows. 
They are defined by oppos-
ing consciousness.

Civil societies are 
now experiencing the 
devouring nature of social 
authoritarianism. 

Thus, we hear in all domi-
nant institutions the rise of 
the word ‘sustainability.’ 

Seldom do we ever 
hear the phrase ‘ecological 
sustainability’. 

This creates a very dan-
gerous time for human con-
sciousness – and societies 
in general. So effective is the 
corporate spin that residents 
everywhere are expressing 
extreme frustration with 
governing bureaucrats. 

Human rights and 
sentient rights are dismissed 
in this spin. Furthermore, 
Sydney-centric government 
has assumed the ‘big daddy’ 
role in public policy narra-
tives that govern develop-
ment on floodplains. 

The most dangerous 
example of ‘corporate sus-
tainability’ ever, floodplains 
are up to 25 feet deep in 
waters in the lower layers 
of Earth, and wetland sites 
undergoing development. 
This means that the amount 
of fill is really a ‘decorative 
frill’ for development. 

Fill enables the spreading 
of waters nearby. 

’Tis the nature of sand. 
Thus corporate sustainability 
dismisses the Human Rights 
Charter which upholds safe 
housing for all, and overrides 
any public policy addressing 
rights and safety. 

It condemns future 
generations to death-defying 
housing as climate change 
tragedies mount. 

Sinkholes appear 
everywhere, roads collapse, 
underground pipes erode, 
allowing dangerous toxins 
into the sea. 

And so on. Even insurance 
companies are not willing to 
play this corporate game by 
issuing policies. 

Civil societies are held 
captive to venal vision aided 
by ‘corporate sustainability’ 
maxims and practices. 

But money flows.
Time to uphold the 

powerful community 
consciousness of ecological 
sustainability in these very 
fraught times, folks. 

We all depend upon the 
bigger picture that aids all 
life. Green consciousness/
government embraces grass 
roots democracy, aided by 
same. ’Tis written in the 
political charter. 

Jo Faith  
Newtown

BOOK BEST
SEATS HERE

PRE SHOW 
DINING HERE

Boardwalk
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A deeper dive into Gulgan Village’s affordable housing
Arakwal Corp deal left out of proposal but still promised; five per cent affordable housing pegged at around 27 dwellings  
Hans Lovejoy

I f approved, Gulgan 
Village, proposed on 
the highway end of The 

Saddle Road across 37.9 hec-
tares, could eventually (after 
a development application 
process) house up to 1,000 
people in around 550 homes, 
‘depending on the housing 
mix’ (source: Gulgan Village 
Civil Engineering Report).

Now on exhibition, there 
are 26 documents associated 
with the planning proposal 
at www.planningportal.nsw.
gov.au/ppr/under-exhibition/
gulgan-village.

To put the increase in 
population into perspective, 
the 2021 Census recorded the 
Brunswick Heads population 
at 1,905 residents. 

And that’s not all that is 
planned for The Saddle Road 
– the Engineering Report 
says, ‘This excludes the BILS 
5 land that is subject to a 
separate Planning Proposal’.

So aside from assessing 
how this proposal will 
impact the Shire’s sewage 
and water capacity, the 
local road network (which 
Mullumbimby depends upon) 
and whether this proposal 

meets community expecta-
tions around open spaces 
and density, let’s focus on the 
affordable housing aspect.

The director of the 
proponent, Gulgan Road 
Property Pty Ltd, is Brandon 
Saul, the developer behind 
the Habitat precinct in the 
Byron Arts & Industry Estate, 
and the revamped Fletcher 
Street Cottage homeless 
drop-in centre.  He was also 
instrumental in plans to build 
a cluster of group homes for 
at-risk single-parent families, 
which is also located within 
the Gulgan Village site.

He told The Echo that 
following on former Cr Paul 
Spooner’s housing trust 
model, he became involved 
with Byron Shire Community 
Housing (www.bsclt.org).

According to www.bsclt.
org, ‘Property owned by 
Byron Shire Community 
Housing [will] never to be 
sold onto the speculative 
market.’

‘This is a community-led, 
as opposed to government-
led, solution’, he said.

He says the reason he 
got involved was that he 
was ‘frustrated at seeing 
hundreds of women and 

children living in cars in 
Byron – almost all of whom 
have work’.

‘We are donating that land 
to the trust as a seed project 
and will be in perpetuity, 
managed by a community 
housing provider. 

‘We hope it can be 
replicated throughout Byron 
Shire. The land donated to 
the community land trust is 
actually above and beyond 
the five per cent going 
to Council for affordable 
housing and the five per 
cent going to the Arakwal,’ 
Mr Saul said.

He says the model is based 

on one set up by [US Senator] 
Bernie Sanders in Vermont.

‘The ambition of the trust 
is that it can be expanded, 
and not reliant on govern-
ment funding. The trust is one 
component of the proposal. 

‘The pilot is for three 
houses with five independent 
living quarters in each house. 
The best practice is to mix 
single elder women with 
younger women and their 
children’.

Asked why there was no 
mention of the trust within 
the planning proposal, he 
replied, ‘I think they weren’t 
in the documentation 
because they weren’t actually 
part of “what was required”. 
It’s just something we 
decided to do off our own bat 
above and beyond what was 
required’, he said.

Voluntary planning 
agreement (VPA)

According to the unsigned 
draft VPA between Council 
and the developer (contained 
in the planning proposal), the 
affordable housing contribu-
tion (page 42) is now listed 
as just five per cent, from the 
original ten. This is a vari-
ation approved by Council 
which falls under the Afford-
able Housing Contribution 
Scheme 02 (AHCS 02). 

The land had been pegged 
as 10 per cent in total for 
affordable housing.

As reported by Paul Bibby 
in March 2025, Mr Saul had 
committed five per cent to 
the Arakwal Aboriginal Cor-
poration, with the remaining 
five percent being for afford-
able housing.

The Echo asked Mr Saul 
why there was no mention 
of any land dedicated to the 
Arakwal Aboriginal Corpora-
tion in the Planning Proposal. 

Mr Saul replied that 
‘Arwakal didn’t want to be in 
the scheme and wanted self-
determination – so they were 
taken out of the VPA and the 
scheme’. He added council-
lors unanimously agreed to 
the Arakwal proposal, and 
there is a ‘100 per cent legal 
commitment – it will be 
documented and a condition 
of consent’.

Council planning staff 
previously warned at the 
February 2025 meeting that 
the lack of official inclusion in 
the proposal created a risk for 
Council. Yet Council’s website 
confirms the developer’s 
‘separate agreement with 
the Bundjalung of Byron 
Bay (Arakwal) Aboriginal 
Corporation…’

The Echo sought clarity 
from Arakwal Corp, but they 
declined to comment.

Staff have also flagged key 
issues with the plans as being 
traffic and access, infrastruc-
ture servicing, biodiversity 
and cultural heritage.

As for the five per cent left 
that is pegged for affordable 
housing, it equates to around 
27 dwellings and the rest, 
presumably 500, would be at 
market rate.

Mr Saul explained how 
it would work: ‘The formal 
affordable housing scheme 
will be controlled by Council, 
who will in turn work with 
community housing provid-
ers, who provide housing at 

a range of “less than market 
prices” (sometimes for free). 

‘The organisation that we 
started to house women and 
children will effectively do 
the same. Some will be at a 
market discount, some will 
be at a peppercorn rent (for 
women escaping domestic 
violence, for example)’. 

Along with neighbourhood 
centres, local services and 
community facilities, there 
are precincts proposed for 
housing throughout the 
estate.

80m² micro lots 
They include much smaller 

dwelling footprints (micro 
lots), higher density, and 
11.5m height limits (higher 
than what has previously 
been allowed in Byron Shire).

According to the Draft 
Byron Development Control 
Plan (DCP), there would be a 
manufactured home precinct, 
while regular lots sit around 
350m² and up, with the upper 
limit being 600m2.

Mr Saul downplayed the 
changes in planning rules, 
saying he was not sure the 
smaller blocks were viable. 

But he did defend the 
height rule, saying it gives 
more flexibility. ‘While it is 
three storeys, it will be more 
like two and two-and-a-half’. 

‘The tiny home movement 
is moving ahead, and the 
government are yet to keep 
up,’ he said.

‘We really need social 
housing and housing 
diversity. This will not be 
traditional suburbia; it will be 
a village with a mix of hous-
ing solutions currently not 
available’, he added.

	■ For more information visit 
www.gulganvillage.com and  
www.newoldways.com.au.

	■ For more, including 
a Q&A with Mr Saul, visit 
www.echo.net.au. 

Council’s Gulgan Village map on their website (as illustrated 
left), and the map provided by the developer on 
www.gulganvillage.com (pictured right).
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Kahuna Bodywork
workshop &
student clinic
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This isn't just a massage course. 
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02 6684 4883

AUSTRALIAN COLLEGE OF

KAHUNA SCIENCES

BOOK NOW

Articles



14—16 August

www.echo.net.au July 1, 2026   The Byron Shire Echo   15

The 2026 Byron Writers 
Festival program puts 
women front and centre. 
Journalists, novelists, 
and an award-winning 
columnist bring an 
extraordinary breadth 
of stories to Bundjalung 
Country this August.

Acclaimed journalist and human 
rights activist Antoinette Lattouf 
joins the festival to discuss Women 
Who Win, her book celebrating the 
courage and conviction of women 
who defied expectations and 
shattered barriers. Lattouf’s own 
landmark legal victory sparked 
a global conversation on power, 
prejudice and the price of integrity 
in the press, making her one of 
the most compelling voices in 
Australian public life today.

Walkley Award-winning 
columnist and public education 
activist Jane Caro brings Rich 
Kid, Poor Kid, an unflinching 
examination of how decades of 
policy decisions have created a 
two-tiered education system in 
Australia – and what it will take 
to fix it.

Meg Mason, whose novel 
Sorrow and Bliss became a global 
phenomenon, returns with 
her new novel Sophie, Standing 

There, a tender and darkly funny 
exploration of heartbreak, isolation 
and the redemptive power of books. 
Few writers working today capture 
the interior experience of women’s 
lives with as much precision, wit 
and compassion.

Raised by five strong matriarchs, 
Brisbane-based high school English 
teacher turned award-winning 
novelist Sita Walker brings In a 
Common Hour, a sharply observed 
novel set inside a state high 

school in a single hour. Drawing 
on her two-decades of experience 
in the classroom, Walker deftly 
illuminates the antics at play after 
the fallout of a student prank.

Award-winning nonfiction 
writer and former political 
journalist Sonya Voumard shares 
Tremor, a deeply personal account 
of living with a little-known 
movement disorder. Voumard 
brings the same unflinching 
clarity to her own story that she 

has long applied to others.
Journalist, sustainability 

consultant and author Lucianne 
Tonti arrives with Good Witch, a 
manifesto that traces the legacy of 
witch hunts to the present day – 
presenting the argument that the 
devaluation of feminine knowledge 
and the degradation of the natural 
world are intertwined crises.

• Full program and tickets available 
at www.byronwritersfestival.com.

Best-selling author 
Osher Günsberg’s new 
book, So What? Now What? is 
a mental health toolkit and 
a compelling follow-up to 
his critically-acclaimed 2018 
memoir, Back, After The Break.

The passionate advocate’s widely 
publicised journey to sobriety and 
mental health has inspired many. 
In collaboration with illustrator 
Campbell Walker, the book provides 
an engaging and practical guide to 
getting ‘unstuck’ and taking action.

“The first book was what 
happened to me, a descent into 
a period of incredibly difficult 
mental ill health, and the second 
book is the best way I could find to 
describe what to actually do about 
it,” Günsberg said.

“It resonated with a lot of people, 
that experience of knowing they’re 
not alone. People were coming up 
to me and often disclosing issues 
for the first time, and I was looking 
at what I could do for those who 
might not have the means to get 
the help that I accessed. 

“Starting that journey was to 
give them this book, which is the 
very method that I used, aside from 
the prescription pharmaceuticals, 
to get myself a lot better.

“I made the book as digestible 
as possible. That’s why it’s a graphic 
novel, if it wasn’t, it would probably 

be 200,000 words long.
“To help others and be of service 

is an important part of any ongoing 
recovery, and some of this stuff is 
pretty dark which is sometimes 
difficult to write about.”

Günsberg is also a familiar 
presence on Australian television, 
including hosting roles on 
Australian Idol, The Bachelor, and The 
Masked Singer. He is comfortable in 
the writers’ festival circuit.

“I discovered this thing that I 
can do in front of a crowd when I 
was very young, it’s something that 
I do well, I study it, and I pursue 
mastery at it,” he said.

“I enjoy connecting with people 
through performance, whether on 
radio, on a podcast or on stage. 
I enjoy being in a crowd of many, 
and there’s a feeling that comes 
through a room when they all reach 
a kind of collective recognition.

“If you get a big laugh in the 
room, that means that among the 

300 or 3,000 people, or however 
many people, most are feeling the 
same way, and in that moment, we 
are who we are as humans. 

“We are told every day that we 
are different, polarised, fractured. 
It’s important to recognise in those 
moments we might vote differently 
from the next person, but we both 
laughed at that thing; therefore, we 
have something in common.

“It’s important to have that, 
and I like making those moments 
happen.”

His dedication to supporting 
others’ mental health remains a 
driving force.

“One in five Australians is 
affected by complex mental illness, 
that’s a lot of people,” he said.

“Things got better once I 
understood it wasn’t just me, I 
wasn’t alone, and I want to give 
others what I received.”

Osher Günsberg will appear at 
Byron Writers Festival 2026.

Your festival, your way
The 2026 program spans three days of ideas, storytelling 
and conversation across the Byron Bay township – from the 
heart of downtown to the foreshore. A festival pass is your 
all-access key to enjoy the most of everything that’s on offer.

Three-Day Pass: 
This is the complete festival experience! Across Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, from dawn till dusk, the three-day pass opens all doors from 
Jonson St Stage and Haven, to the Byron Theatre and Beach Hotel, all 
the way to the picturesque foreshore at Byron Surf Club and the Bay St 
Stage. Early birds can join the Saltwater Cleanse followed by Coffee & 
News at Beach Hotel. Stay to hear Kerry O’Brien deliver the Thea Astley 
Address before hearing ABC Radio National’s Top 100 Australian Books 
with authors like Trent Dalton revealing their Top 10. With sessions 
from 8am running late into the afternoon, across seven iconic venues, 
a three-day festival pass is the ultimate way to explore wherever your 
curiosity leads you.

One-Day Pass: 
Enjoy a full day of the festival program. Whether you’re a lover of 
storytelling or politics, poetry or environmentalism, each day’s program 
has something on offer for absolutely everyone. Your one-day pass grants 
you access to all sessions within the ticketed precinct venues – choose 
your day based on the writers and sessions that matter most to you.

What’s included in a pass: 
To enter festival venues, all passholders will exchange passes for a 
wristband at the box office at the Festival Hub, Railway Park from 8am, 
or the ticket desk at the Bay St Stage from 7:45am each day. You’ll also 
have access to all free programming across the weekend at the Bay St 
Stage and Market Stage where there will be live music alongside artisan 
markets and food vendors.

Festival passes cover all ticketed session venues: Byron Theatre, 
Wategos Room, Jonson St Stage, Byron Bay Surf Club, Beach Hotel, 
Bay St Stage, Byron Bay Surf Club and Haven Gallery. 

Feature events, workshops, and some experiences are ticketed separately. 

• Passes are selling quickly, get yours and all tickets now at 
www.byronwritersfestival.com.

Women to the front: the female voices shaping 
the 2026 Byron Writers Festival

Osher’s next act: transforming 
recovery into a toolkit
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� Please support local cafes, pubs  
and shops between sets

We’ve built this festival around 
original songwriting and I’m really 

looking forward to bringing in 
the Youth Battle of the Bands to 

complete our ethos of original music 
through community connection.

Lou Bradley, Festival Director

The second annual mullum roots 
festival arrives in mullumbimby 
on 11-12 july, bringing two days of 
original music and community spirit 
to the town’s favourite venues.
Created by singer-songwriter and festival founder Lou 
Bradley. the event champions roots, blues, alt-country 
and folk, a nostalgic Australian Pub music, from a lineup 
of acclaimed artists and rising talent. The festival will take 
over the Civic Hall, Ex-Services Club, Top Pub, and Mullum 
High School, focusing on original songwriting and honest, 
homegrown performances. 

FRIDAY NIGHT’S GALA OPENING CONCERT  
AT THE CIVIC HALL
This event with The Pinks, The Midnight Choir, Zee Gachette 
– the moody acoustic version of her other act Z-Star, 
Kyle Lionheart and host Ellen Briggs, has almost sold out, 
setting the tone for a vibrant weekend ahead.

The weekend program features performances from the iconic 
Australian band Mental As Anything playing on Saturday, 
Busby Marou on Sat and Sun, Alex Lloyd both days, Marcia 
Howard, Women Of Country, Bill Chambers, Youth Battle Of 
The Bands and many more. It’s a rare chance to catch top-tier 
music in local settings.

OUR FIRST YOUTH BATTLE OF THE BANDS
Byron Youth Centre and Mullum Roots presents the very first 
Youth Battle Of The Bands at Mullumbimby High School. 

LOVE BUS 
Once again the Love Bus will shuttle festival patrons between 
venues and there will be a continual free shuttle service 
going back and forth from the village to Mullum Leagues and 
Mullum Showgrounds. 

A boutique music festival set 

in the village of Mullumbimby

Children under 15 free with an adult. Follow us: @MullumRootsFest | #MullumRoots2026

 ALL INFORMATION AND REMAINING TICKETS AVAILABLE AT

2026

MENTAL AS ANYTHING

BUSBY MAROU
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2026

11-12

mental as anything
Busby Marou | Alex Lloyd

Dave Graney & Clare Moore | Rob Snarski & Lindy Morrison 

Hayley Grace & The Bay Collective | Bill Chambers 

Marcia Howard & Damian Howard | The Pinks | harriet killips 

Youth Battle Of The Bands | Lucie Thorne | Kyle Lionhart  

Abbie cardwell | FINOJET | Rogue Elements | The Hoochers 

 Kristina Olsen | Wild Rocket | Lou Bradley | z-Star  

Kangaroos With Machine Guns | Wanita Queen of Honky Tonk 

Minnie Marks | Mandy Hawkes | Women Of Country  

Brodie Buttons | Jimmy Dowling | Joey’s Coop 

Velcro Bully | Orthentix | Yazmindi

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW

Follow us: @MullumRootsFest | #MullumRoots2026Children under 15 free with an adult. 
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Crocs U10 go undefeated at Gala Day
Daniela Ulloa 

The United Shores, U10 
Crocs soccer team enjoyed 
a fantastic day of football at 
the 2026 Richmond Rovers 
MiniRoos Gala Day, held on 
Sunday, 28 June, at Neilson 
Park, East Lismore. The event 
brought together young 
footballers aged five to 11 
from clubs across the region, 
celebrating grassroots soccer 
in a fun, friendly, and inclu-
sive environment.

The Crocs were in out-
standing form throughout 
the day, winning all three of 
their matches. 

From the opening whistle 
to the final game, the team 
displayed excellent team-
work, determination, and 
sportsmanship. Every player 
contributed, whether it was 
making important tackles, 
creating scoring opportuni-
ties, or encouraging team-
mates on and off the field. 

Their willingness to work 
together and support one 
another was the key to their 
undefeated performance.

Confidence and fun
The players demonstrated 

how much they have grown 
throughout the season, 
showing confidence with the 
ball, smart decision-making, 
and a positive attitude in 

every game. Their effort and 
enthusiasm were matched by 
the wonderful support from 
families and friends who 
cheered them on from the 
sidelines.

A special thank you goes 
to the Crocs’ coaches Nick 
and Hen for their dedication, 
encouragement, and com-
mitment to developing each 
player’s skills and confidence. 

U10 Shores United Crocs celebrate a day of fun at the 
Richmond Rovers MiniRoos Gala Day. Photo supplied

Mud bath at Bangalow – Rebels vs Ballina men’s XV
Hywel David

Heavy rain in the lead-up 
made for treacherous condi-
tions for rugby at Bangalow, 
with Ballina ultimately prov-
ing too strong for the Rebels 
in a 41-12 defeat played 
out in increasingly muddy 
conditions.

The Rebels made a bright 
start, Luc Lévêque breaking 
the line and carrying into 
Ballina’s 22, winning a penalty 
which Valpy slotted for an 
early 3-0 lead. The slippery 
conditions soon took their toll, 
however, with handling errors 
from the Rebels leading to a 
scrum and an unconverted 
Ballina try to level the scores 
at 3-5. Ballina extended their 
lead shortly after, working a 
lineout and maul over the try 
line to make it 3-10.

The Rebels responded 
with sustained pressure of 
their own, a series of forward 

carries deep in Ballina’s 22 
earning a penalty which 
Valpy converted to close the 
gap to 6-10. A further penalty, 
this time from an offside 
infringement, allowed Valpy 
to add three more and bring 
the Rebels within a point 
at 9-10. The Rebels were 
keeping good ball through 
multiple phases, and a high 
tackle from Ballina presented 
another penalty opportunity, 
though this one was missed.

Slip sliding away
Ballina hit back from a 

scrum near halfway, break-
ing through with a strong 
individual run before their 
forwards drove it over for 
a try, extending the lead to 
9-17. A lengthy Rebels attack 
yielded one final penalty 
before the break, with Valpy 
converting to make it 12-17 at 
half time.

The conditions continued 

to worsen in the second half, 
with the pitch cutting up 
badly as both sides searched 
for a foothold. Ballina were 
the side to find it, working 
through phase after phase 
to score under the posts and 
push the lead to 12-24, before 
slicing through the Rebels’ 
line in open play for another 
try to make it 12-31. 

Ballina’s tempo continued 
to cause problems, working 
the ball wide with quick 
hands to score in the corner 
and extend further to 12-36. 
Despite the Rebels earning 
a series of penalties deep in 
their own territory, Ballina’s 
game kept the Rebels pinned 
back, and a final line break 
and try closed out the scoring 
at 12-41.

Rory Miller was awarded 
Man of the Match for his tire-
less effort on his return to the 
starting XV after recovering 
from jaw surgery.

Top female player shares tips in Byron
Colin Beaton

Croquet players from across 
the Northern Rivers area 
were privileged to spend 
time recently with Australia’s 
top female golf croquet 
player, Alison Sharpe. The 
former world number-one 
player shared coaching 
tips at Byron Bay with the 
region’s development squad 
that aims to prepare players 
for top level competition. 
She was the guest of honour 
at an evening function with 
local members at the Byron 
Bay Croquet Club (BBCC).

The Northern Rivers 
Croquet Association has just 
completed a week of golf 
competitions hosted in Lis-
more, Casino, Byron Bay, and 
Cherry Street Ballina. Byron 
Bay players were very suc-
cessful. Denis Cummings won 
the advantage singles with 
Heather McCalman runner-up. 
Denis also partnered Barbara 
Barrett to claim the advantage 

doubles title, undefeated. Jay 
Pearse was runner-up in the 
advantage women’s singles. 
Dennise Simmons and Werner 
Borkhardt were undefeated 
in winning the prestigious 
Crusader Cup, an open dou-
bles competition. Werner also 
won the open play singles 
with Stuart Elliott, runner-up.

Upcoming fun
The Byron Bay Club in 

conjunction with Cherry 

Street Ballina and Lismore 
clubs will be hosting the 
Croquet NSW 2026 Golf 
Croquet Single and Doubles 
Advantage Championships 
from the 7 to 12 July. This 
well supported annual event 
will bring players from across 
the state to play on Northern 
Rivers lawns, with spectators 
welcome.

	■ Colin Beaton is the 
President of BBCC.

Alison Sharpe demonstrates a jump shot for the 
development squad. Photo supplied

The John Mitchell Memorial Golf Event
On Sunday, 16 
August, the Lennox 
Head Lions will be 
staging their annual 
Golf Tournament 
at the beautiful 
Byron Bay course. 
This tournament 
commemorates 
one of the founding 
members of the 
Lennox Head Lions 
Club, who originally 
initiated this major 
fundraiser.

The event begins 
at 12 noon and is a four-
person Ambrose-style game 
with free lunch and masses 
of novelty prizes throughout 
various holes on the course.

Fundraiser
The event aims to raise 

$20,000 to be distributed 
between the local Westpac 
Helicopter Service and Byron 
Bay’s Fletcher Street Cottage. 
Both these organisations play 

pivotal roles in the welfare of 
our communities, with the 
Westpac Helicopter in numer-
ous local rescue missions, 
while Fletcher Street Cottage 
coordinates an expanding 
role of protecting vulnerable 
women during increasingly 
difficult economic times. 
They also provide meals and 
emergency accommodation 
for the disadvantaged. These 
are truly two deserving 
recipients which seriously 

need support. 
‘At this stage we 

are so fortunate 
to have our major 
Diamond Sponsor, 
Clarence Property, 
already established 
and our other long-
term supporter, Zep 
Finance has joined us 
again as a Platinum 
Sponsor,’ said organ-
iser Lyn Menchin. 

‘We still have one 
Platinum, one Gold, 
and three Silver 

sponsorships available. 
Please contact Wayne Blackie 
on 0403 196 621 or Derek 
Audus on 0418 971 902.

‘So, come on all you 
avid golfers. Join us for 
a fabulously fun day 
while supporting two 
admirable local charitable 
organisations. It’s $240 for 
a team and you can reserve 
your spot by contacting the 
Byron Bay Pro Shop.’

Become a sponsor of the John Mitchell 
Memorial Golf Event. Photo supplied
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BOOK NOW
betterbybike.com.au
0408 444 858

RAIL TRAIL
E-BIKE adventure!

Family & pet friendly: E-bikes, kids bikes & attachments
Two convenient start points: Murwillumbah or Mooball 
Pick-up service: from any Byron or Tweed Coast accom!

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
KIDS PLAY. PARENTS RELAX.

PLAY - HAVEN GALLERY'S IMMERSIVE ART
EXHIBITION - GIVES THE WHOLE FAMILY SOMETHING
TO DO THESE HOLIDAYS. LIGHT, SOUND AND TACTILE
INSTALLATIONS FOR THE KIDS; COFFEE ON THE
TERRACE FOR YOU.

102  JONSON ST,  BYRON BAY 
HAVENGALLERYBYRON.COM

WHALE WATCHING

0407 522 422 @outo�heblueadventuresouto�heblueadventures.com

BOOK YOUR SEATS NOW FOR A TRULY 
MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 

#1 RATED TOUR - MARINE BIOLOGIST ONBOARD 

OVER 1,000 

4.9 STAR 
REVIEWS 

BALLINA

TRIPADVISORS #1 
WHALE WATCHING

BYRON BAY 
LENNOX HEAD 

BALLINA - BYRON - LENNOX - BRUNS

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

www.spaghetticircus.com
BOOK NOW - PLACES ARE LIMITED

MULLUMBIMBY SHOWGROUND

WORKSHOPS
TUE 14  WED 15  THU 16 JULY

MULLUMBIMBY SHOWGROUND

H    LIDAY

HALF-DAY

4-6 years
FULL-DAY

7-14 years

SCHOOL
HOLIDAYS

HAVEN GALLERY
School holidays are looking a little 
different in Byron Bay this year, 
with Haven Gallery offering families a hands-
on alternative to the usual holiday scramble.

Housed in the reimagined former Woolworths 
building on Jonson Street, Haven’s current 
exhibition, PLAY, features 19 works by 
international artists spanning light, sound, 
digital environments and tactile installations, 
including a 360-degree cinema dome.

The immersive format means children can 
explore at their own pace, while parents can 
take a breather on the terrace with a coffee 
from Jimmy’s Coffee, on-site for the duration 
of the holidays.

Running 6 to 17 July to coincide with the 
NSW school holiday period, the exhibition is 
designed to appeal across age groups, offering 
an indoor, weather-proof activity for the break.

Tickets and details: havengallerybyron.com 

BETTER BY BIKE
Making Byron adventures easy and fun! Based 
at Murwillumbah Railway Station, it’s the perfect 
starting point for your Northern Rivers Rail 
Trail ride, or enjoy convenient pickup from your 
accommodation. Choose from premium e-bikes, 
fat-tyre e-bikes, and family-friendly options like 
tow-behind bikes, child seats, and chariots. 

Every hire includes essentials: comfy gel seats, 
puncture-proof tyres, helmets, tunnel lights, 
locks, and waterproof panniers. With full trail 
support and genuine local tips, your ride will 
be smooth, safe, and stress-free. Backed by 
hundreds of 5-star reviews and Gold at the NSW 
Tourism Awards 2025, you’re in great hands. 
Delivery to Byron Bay and the Tweed Coast 
available. Open daily.

0408 444 858
betterbybike.com.au

COME WHALE WATCHING 
WITH OUT OF THE BLUE 
ADVENTURES
Create unforgettable family memories these 
school holidays.

Join Out Of The Blue Adventures for Byron’s 
#1 tour and leading premium whale watching 
experience - backed by ten years on the 
water, 1,000+ five-star reviews, and a reputation 
built on unforgettable encounters.

Their purpose-built vessel offers a safe, intimate, 
marine biologist-guided tour, perfect for families 
wanting a more meaningful and memorable whale 
watching experience.

www.outoftheblueadventures.com 
0407 522 422
info@outoftheblueadventures.com

BALLOON ALOFT
Winter school holidays is the best time to kick the 
kids out of bed and go for a hot air balloon flight – 
clear skies and a special morning together! With the 
solstice sunrise later than the rest of the year, your 
flight meeting time is easy and the views are crisp.

If you’ve got friends visiting in the Shire or simply 
due for some quality outdoor time together, 
everyone will immensely enjoy this unique 
experience, not to mention a delicious Three Blue 
Ducks breakfast together following the flight.

Bookings and gift vouchers at 
www.balloonaloft.com

SPAGHETTI CIRCUS JULY 
HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS
Three days of circus adventure for kids aged 
four to 14 at Mullumbimby Showground 
Tuesday 14, Wednesday 15, and Thursday 16 July.

Choose one day, two, or all three. Kids explore 
tightrope, trapeze, tissu, German wheel, juggling, 
acro balance and more – guided by Spaghetti 
Circus’s experienced, passionate coaches.

HALF-DAY (4 TO 6 YRS) · 9.30AM–12.30PM 
$55 PER DAY

FULL-DAY (7 TO 14 YRS) · 9.30AM – 3.30PM 
$85 PER DAY

Early bird pricing available until 30 June.  
Active & Creative Kids Vouchers accepted  
– use code ACTIVE at checkout.

Spaghetti Circus is a registered charity serving 
200+ young people across the Byron Shire and 
beyond every week.

Spots are limited. 

Book now at spaghetticircus.com
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The 
Good Life

Dining Guide
Good Taste

Check the vital details of some of the region’s finest foodies.

BILLINUDGEL

ROSEFINA’S MEXICAN
Funkin’ space. Real Mexican.

Open: Thurs and Fri 4pm to late 
Sat 12 noon to 2.30pm, 5pm to late 

Sun 12.30pm to 8pm
Address: 8/10 Wilfred Street, Billinudgel

www.rosefinas.place

BYRON BAY

THREE BLUE DUCKS
At The Farm enjoy a wander in the fields, meet 

the animals, and picnic in the sun… there really is 
something for everyone.

Open: Monday – Friday 8am – 4pm  
Saturday 8am – 6:30pm 

Sunday 8am – 8pm 
Address: The Farm, 11 Ewingsdale Rd, Ewingsdale

www.threeblueducks.com/byron

NO BONES BYRON BAY
Vegan Kitchen + Bar

Welcome to No Bones, where good vibes, bold 
flavours and unforgettable nights come together 

in the heart of Byron Bay.
 HAPPY HOUR: 5 – 6PM DAILY

$14 Cocktails, $10 Mocktails + Wines & Beers
Enjoy delicious share plates or treat yourself with 

one of our chef curated tasting menus.
Eat Flora. Not Fauna.

Open: 7 nights from 5pm
Address: 11 Fletcher Street, Byron Bay

nobones.co

ROCA BYRON BAY
Latin fusion restaurant blending deeply rooted 

Latin American traditions, with innovative 
techniques and a flair for presentation.

Open: every day except Wednesday 6.30am to late
Address: 14 Lawson Street, Byron Bay

www.rocabyronbay.com.au

FOREST BYRON BAY
Rainforest views, farm-to-table dining, and a menu 

showcasing the best of Northern Rivers produce.
Open: 7 days: Breakfast 7.30 – 10.30am  

Lunch on verandah from 12 – 3pm  
Dinner 5.30 – 9pm

Address: 77-97 Broken Head Road, Byron Bay
crystalbrookcollection.com/byron/forest

BOMBAY TO BYRON 
AUTHENTIC INDIAN FOOD 

Serving Indian food to Byron Bay for last 12 years. 
Open: Monday 4:30pm – 9:30pm 

Tuesday to Sunday 12 noon – 3pm 
and 4:30pm – 9:30pm 

Address : 3/93 Jonson Street Byron Bay 
Contact: 02 6680 7437 

bombaytobyron@gmail.com

MAIN STREET BURGER BAR
Best burgers in Byron Bay.  

Proudly local and independent.
Open: for takeaway daily, 12 midday until dinner

Address: 18 Jonson Street, Byron Bay
@mainstreetburgerbar

MANNA HAVEN
100% whole food, plant-based, house-made meals 

that are delicious and full of love.
Celebrating 20 years in Byron! 
Open: Mon to Fri 11am – 3pm

Address: 97 Jonson Street, Byron Bay
mannahaven.com.au

www.echo.net.au/good-taste
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The 
Good Life

lizzijjackson@gmail.com 0414 895 441
Gluten-free and special dietary needs catered for.

CELEBRATIONS
Cakes by Liz Jackson

Open 6am – 12pm 
Monday – Saturday

Shop 6/108 Stuart Street
Mullumbimby.

@bimbi_coffee_shop
ALLPRESS ESPRESSSO

C O F F E E  S H O P

Winter wellness begins in the pantry
For thousands of years, the 
kitchen was the pharmacy.

Long before supermarket 
shelves and medicine 
cabinets, families turned to 
nourishing broths, warming 
spices, medicinal herbs and 
seasonal foods to support 
their health through winter. 
While modern medicine 
has an invaluable place 
– particularly for serious ill-
ness – many everyday winter 
rituals have been forgotten 
or aged out.

Winter invites us to slow 
down and strengthen rather 
than just fight symptoms.

A pot of homemade bone 
broth or vegetable stock 
provides warmth, minerals 
and comfort. Garlic, ginger 

and onions have been 
treasured across cultures 
for generations, not only for 
their flavour but for their 
ability to support the body’s 
natural defences. Turmeric, 
cinnamon and black pepper 
gently warm the body while 
adding depth to soups, cur-
ries and teas.

Herbal teas have long 
played a role in seasonal 
wellbeing. Elderflower, 
chamomile, peppermint 
and thyme have all been 
used traditionally to soothe 
a throat, calm the nervous 
system and support healthy 
respiratory function. An 
evening cup of herbal tea 
becomes powerful medicine 
and calming ritual.

Whole foods also 
nourish in ways isolated 
supplements cannot. 
Oats, legumes, nuts, seeds 
and whole grains provide 
the fibre that feeds our gut 
microbiome – an ecosystem 
now recognised as play-
ing an important role in 
immune health. Fermented 
foods such as sauerkraut, 
kefir and yoghurt continue 
another ancient tradition 
of supporting digestion 
and resilience.

One of the great lessons 
our ancestors offer is that 
health is rarely found in a 
single miracle ingredient. 
It is built through small 
daily choices repeated 
over time.

This winter, before reach-
ing automatically for a quick 
fix, consider returning to 
these timeless traditions. 
Brew a pot of herbal tea. 
Simmer a nourishing soup. 
Add an extra spoonful of 
herbs and spices to dinner 
and come in-store to find 
everything your growing 
pantry might need.

Sometimes the oldest 
wisdom still offers the gen-
tlest path back to health.

	■ Food Culture Bulk Foods 
–Refill, Reuse, Reimagine
Shop 22A . 82 Rajah Road, 
Ocean Village Shopping 
Centre
02 6680 1122
foodculturebulkfoods.com.au

Jem and Rash from Food Culture: the importance of proper 
seasonal whole foods, herbs and spices in maintaining 
optimum health is tested by time, but often overlooked.

Celebrating native foods this NAIDOC 
Week at Mullumbimby Farmers Market 
Allie Godfrey

NAIDOC Week is a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate and learn from 
the world’s oldest living culture, and 
one of the easiest ways to do that is 
through Australia’s remarkable native 
foods.

Every Friday at Mullumbimby 
Farmers Market, local bush food 
educator Bec from Playing With 
Fire shares her passion for native 
ingredients, helping visitors discover 
their unique flavours, nutritional 
benefits and deep cultural significance. 
Her stall is a treasure trove of bush 
tucker products, including teas, spice 
blends, syrups, cordials, vinegars, fruit 
powders and native edible plants for 
the home garden.

For anyone keen to grow their own 
bush foods, Bec recommends easy-
care coastal varieties such as warrigal 

greens, pigface and karkalla, while 
native thyme and native basil thrive in 
shadier gardens and bring distinctly 
Australian flavours to everyday meals. 

One of her most popular products 
is her handmade wattleseed biscuits, 
showcasing the rich, roasted flavour of 
one of Australia’s most versatile native 
ingredients. She also offers powders 
made from Kakadu plum, Davidson 
plum and rosella, perfect for adding to 
smoothies, yoghurt or breakfast bowls.

Many native foods have also been 
valued by First Nations peoples for 
thousands of years for their medicinal 
properties. Kakadu plum is famous 
for its exceptionally high vitamin C 
content, while many native herbs and 
fruits have traditionally been used to 
support health and wellbeing. Modern 
research continues to confirm the 
remarkable nutritional value of these 
ancient foods. 

There’s also something new on the 
horizon, with Bec soon introducing 
native popcorn to her range – a 
delicious new way to experience 
Australian bush flavours.

NAIDOC Week also provides an 
opportunity for the community to 
come together and celebrate the 
enduring culture, knowledge and 
traditions of the Bundjalung people. 
Everyone is warmly invited to attend 
an Acknowledgement of Country at 
New Brighton Farmers Market on 
Tuesday, 6 July at 8.30am, and again 
at Mullumbimby Farmers Market on 
Friday, 9July at 8.30am.

	■ Mullumbimby Farmers Market is 
open every Friday, both from 7am to 
11am. Visit Bec at Playing With Fire and 
discover the incredible flavours, stories 
and traditions behind Australia’s 
remarkable native foods.
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Second-hand & Rare Books
Thousands of stories waiting to be discovered

Curated collections • Vintage finds
Shop Online & In-store

Open 7 days 
10am - 3pm

309 Tweed Valley Way
South Murwillumbah NSW

0403169616

Northern section 
Murwillumbah to Crabbes Creek (24km)

The northern section starts at the heritage-listed 
Murwillumbah Railway Station, just 36km south of Gold 
Coast Airport. Here visitors will find the Visitor Information 
Centre where they can pick up a trail map, purchase 
souvenirs and catch up on the latest updates.

The station also offers parking for 60 cars, with overflow 
available during peak times. There are four retail stores 
including bike hire and shuttle services, bathrooms, picnic 
facilities, an e-bike charger, bike pump, fix-it station and 
water bubbler.

The 24km trail connects the villages of Murwillumbah, 
Stokers Siding, Burringbar, Mooball and Crabbes Creek. 
Along the way, users will cross 16 restored bridges, pass by 
ten historic bridge relics and travel through two tunnels. 
The Burringbar Range Tunnel is the highlight at 524 
metres long. It is unlit to protect resident microbats and 
glow worms, so visitors need to bring a light. The second 
tunnel, Hulls Road Tunnel, runs for 50 metres.

Scenic stops, village cafes and a short connection to the 
Tweed Regional Gallery and Margaret Olley Art Centre add 
to the experience. There is also a 2.2km section at Upper 
Burringbar where horses are permitted, and dogs are 
welcome along the trail on a short leash.

9 Located in Mooball, closest to highway/Byron Bay

9 Puncture-proof tyres, gel seats and mudguards

9 More then 650 reviews

9 We have kids E-bikes, family cargo E-bikes,

tag-a-longs, baby seats and kids & dog trailers.

beyondbyronebikes.com.au

BOOK
ONLINE

NOW

Beyond Byron E Bikes
Looking for an unforgettable school holiday adventure?

Beyond Byron E Bikes, located in Mooball opposite 
the Northern Rivers Rail Trail, is the perfect place 
to start exploring. Ride at your own pace on 
premium German-made e-bikes featuring gel 
seats, mudguards and puncture-resistant tyres for a 
smooth, comfortable ride.

Bring the whole family – they’ve got kids’ e-bikes, 
family cargo e-bikes, tag-a-longs, baby seats and 
even dog trailers, so everyone can join the adventure. 
With beautiful scenery, great food stops and plenty 
to discover along the way, it’s a day out you’ll remember.

Book online at www.beyondbyronebikes.com.au

24.0 km

2.2

4.1

7.1

3.3

2.8

0.3

2.0

2.2

0.0 km

2.2 km

6.3 km

8.3 km

23.7 km

15.4 km

18.7 km

20.9 km

Rest stop

Point of interest

Distance from Murwillumbah

km Distance between rest stops

Bridge

Tunnel

Sealed trail

Gravel trail

2.2 km horse section 

Visitor information

Parking

Toilet

Water bubbler

Picnic area

Food/drink

Bike repair

Bike pump

E-bike charging

Major bridges

Colin Street
Johansen Creek
Dunbible Creek
Dunbible
Upper Burringbar
Mills Creek
Burringbar Creek

Murwillumbah Railway Station

Murwillumbah CBD
Tweed Regional Museum

Tweed Regional Aquatic Centre

Access to Gallery via steps

Tweed Regional Gallery &
Margaret Olley Art Centre

Gallery Connection

Dunbible Station

Stokers Siding Station

Burringbar Range Tunnel
Tunnel has no lighting. You must 
have a light to enter the tunnel.

Upper Burringbar Station

Burringbar Station

Mooball Station

Hulls Road Tunnel

Crabbes Creek Station

End of Tweed section

Scan the QR code to share 
your Rail Trail experience.

PULP FICTION
Take a step off the Rail Trail in South Murwillumbah, 
and you’ll find Pulp Fiction Bookshop, which has 
become the go-to destination for readers, collectors 
and curious browsers alike. With thousands of 
carefully selected second-hand, rare and collectible 
books spanning everything from literary classics, 
esoterica, politics, history, art, music and children’s 
favourites, every visit offers the chance to uncover 
something unexpected. Whether you’re riding the 
Rail Trail or exploring the Northern Rivers, Pulp 
Fiction invites visitors to slow down, wander the 
shelves and enjoy the simple pleasure of discovering 
a book you didn’t know you were looking for. 
Alongside its extensive book collection, the store also 
offers a range of carefully selected designer thrift. 
Our online collection is 6,500+ strong and we post 
world-wide. It’s the kind of independent bookshop 
where an hour disappears before you know it – and 
where every shelf promises another story waiting to 
be found.

Open 7 days 10am–3pm
309 Tweed Valley Way
South Murwillumbah
0403 169 616

MURWILLUMBAH

CRABBES CREEK 

TRAIL

This is an             feature

www.northernriversrailtrail.com.au 

 @northern_rivers_railtrail   

  @NorthernRiversRailTrail

www.echo.net.au

 02 6677 0057  
5887 Tweed Valley Way, Mooball 

Mon – Fri: 6am–5:30pm Sat & Sun 7am–5pm

Awesome coffee, delicious snacks & 
meals, fuel and free WiFi

Moo Moo Roadhouse
Located on the Tweed Valley Way in the quaint 
village of Mooball, the Moo Moo Roadhouse has been 
a popular pit stop for locals and tourists for many 
years, and has now added the abundance of Rail Trail 
cyclists and walkers to its fan club. 

Whether you’re walking, riding or driving, the Moo 
Moo Cafe is the perfect spot to fuel up, grab a bite to 
eat, drink some awesome coffee and check out the 
great range of motorcycles, memorabilia and antiques 
they have on display. And they have free wi-fi!

Monday to Friday 6am–5.30pm, 
Saturday and Sunday 7am–5pm
5887 Tweed Valley Way, Mooball
02 6677 0057  @MooMooRoadhouse

The Northern Rivers Rail Trail currently has two 
operating sections: the north from Murwillumbah 
to Crabbes Creek (24km) and the south from Casino 
to Lismore (29.7km). Together, they showcase the 
diversity of landscapes, villages and experiences 
that make the Northern Rivers region so unique.

The Rail Trail is a shared recreation and nature trail 
created along a disused railway line. Free to use, it 
provides a safe environment for walkers, cyclists, 
horseriders in designated areas, and people of all 
abilities to enjoy the outdoors.
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best day ever!
RAIL TRAIL E-BIKE HIRE

BOOK NOW!

betterbybike.com.au

0408 444 858

Convenient: Start at Murwillumbah or Mooball
Family Friendly: E-bikes, bikes and attachments for kids & pets

Safe: Premium comfy European e-bikes + full trail support
Fun: Local team, friendly vibes, top trail tips

Better by Bike
Better by Bike makes family adventures easy. 
Located at Murwillumbah Railway Station, it’s the 
most convenient way to start the Rail Trail ride! The 
fleet includes premium e-bikes, fat-tyre e-bikes, and 
family-friendly setups with tow-behind bikes, child 
seats, and chariots. Every bike comes with comfy gel 
seats, puncture-proof tyres, helmets, tunnel lights, 
locks, and waterproof pannier bags, so riders can 
relax and enjoy the scenery.

With full trail support – including on-the-spot flat 
tyre fixes and insider tips from the local team, 
rides are safe, fun, and stress-free. Families love the 
experience, shown in hundreds of 5-star reviews. For 
longer stays, bikes can be delivered to Byron Bay or 
the Tweed Coast. Open seven days!

betterbybike.com.au
0408 444 858

Hosanna Farmstay
With the Northern Rivers Rail Trail passing through 
Hosanna Farmstay, they’re a memorable stop and 
favourite trail attraction.

Hosanna Farmstay offers old-fashioned fun through 
hands-on farm and nature experiences. Bring a 
picnic or pick up food onsite, then settle in at one of 
their picnic tables or shady spots beneath the trees.

Day visitors can enjoy animal feeding, chick cuddles, 
treasure hunts, the playground and fort, dam 
swimming, jetty jumping, the 25-metre waterslide, 
kayaking, bushwalks and creek exploring. On Saturday 
afternoons, enjoy live acoustic music and pizza.

Hosanna Farmstay
02 6677 9023
4 Tunnel Road, Stokers Siding
hosannafarmstay.com.au

CASINO 

LISMORE 

TRAIL

BURRINGBAR GALLERY

Open Wednesday to Sunday 10 – 4pm 
(or by appointment) 
Ph: 0408 998 446 6184 Tweed Valley Way, Burringbar

RIDING THE RAIL TRAIL?
STOP IN AT HOSANNA FARMSTAY 
OPEN FOR VISITORS EVERY DAY 8AM- 5PM 

CAFE & SHOP
Open to the public:  
Fri, Sat, & school holidays: 8am to 4pm.  
Sun - Thu: 8am to 2pm.

Offering local produce, barista coffee, 
cold drinks, sandwiches, sweet treats 
& ice cream. The perfect place to 
recharge!

VISIT PASSES 
Pre-book online: $10 per person (2yrs 
& under free) 
Walk-in: $13 per person at reception  
Rail Trail Option: please see 
reception

Burringbar Gallery
Discover timeless treasures in Burringbar, less than 
five minutes from the Rail Trail.

Burringbar Gallery celebrates its eighth year of 
trading this year and their new collection of antiques 
is worth the journey. Offering a superb selection of 
antique and vintage furniture, artworks, statues and 
collectables, they source pieces from around the 
world and showcase unique local artworks. 

Enjoy a selection of carefully-curated individual 
statement pieces from Europe, Asia, Africa and the 
Americas. Cafe dining available at Teakwood Cafe next 
door. They look forward to seeing you soon.

0408 998 446
6184 Tweed Valley Way, Burringbar

Southern section 
Casino to Lismore (29.7km)

The southern section offers a different but equally memorable 
experience, stretching almost 30km through rolling farmland 
and historic townships. Riders and walkers will encounter 
the Naughtons Gap Tunnel, one of the highlights of the trail. 
Just before the tunnel, there is a short, but steep, climb with 
sweeping views across the countryside at the top.

Closer to Lismore, the trail connects directly to Nesbitt Park. 
This family-friendly destination is perfect for a break, with 
BMX tracks for kids, plenty of space for a picnic and easy 
access to the town.

Parking is plentiful along the southern section, with multiple 
access points between Casino and Lismore. Several starting 
points also provide dedicated float parking, making it easy for 
horse riders to join the trail. A dedicated bridle trail stretches 
for more than 20km alongside the main trail, offering a safe 
and scenic route for equestrian users.

A trail for everyone

With two sections now open, the Northern Rivers Rail Trail is fast 
becoming one of the region’s signature attractions. Whether 
you are chasing adventure, seeking family-friendly activities or 
simply looking to enjoy the beauty of the Northern Rivers at your 
own pace, the trail offers something for everyone, with more to 
come as future stages are completed.



24   The Byron Shire Echo   July 1, 2026 www.echo.net.au

ART  
GALLERIES

ARTIST STUDIO GALLERY
Belongil Beach 

Open by appointment 
0409 604 405 

janrae7.weebly.com 

ARTIST’S STUDIO GALLERY
Byron Bay 

Landscape inspired works imparting a 
 ‘spirit of place’ 

Open by appointment 
02 6685 5317 

jaypearse.com

BANGALOW FINE ART 
Consultancy / Sales / Valuations  

bangalowfineart.com.au 

BLACK FIG GALLERY
Exhibiting Northern Rivers artists 

Shop 7, Alstonville Plaza 
Wednesday to Friday 10am–4pm and 

Saturday 10am–2pm  
(or by appointment) 0480 676 957 

blackfiggallery.com.au   
@blackfiggallery

BLUE KNOB
719 Blue Knob Road, Lillian Rock 

Open Thursday to Sunday 10am–3pm 
02 6689 7449 

blueknobgallery.com 

BURRINGBAR GALLERY
Open Wednesday to Sunday 10am–4pm 

(or by appointment) 
0408 998 446 

6184 Tweed Valley Way, Burringbar 
www.burringbargallery.com.au

GALLERY COSMOSIS
Visionary Art 

22 Brigantine Street, Byron Bay 
Open Thursday to Saturday 

10.30am–3pm  
or by appointment 0431 331 205 

gallerycosmosis.com

GARAGE GALLERY
‘Community Arts Hub’  

(Byron Community College)  
Cnr Gordon & Burringbar Streets, 

Mullumbimby 
02 6684 3374 

@mullum.garage.gallery

H’ART GALLERY
Local art in the heart of Mullum at 

Mullumbimby Comprehensive Health Centre 
60 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby 

0401 647 325

HAVEN GALLERY
102 Jonson St, Byron Bay  

Open 10am-8pm - seven days a week 

KARENA WYNN-MOYLAN, FINE ART
World award-winning contemporary 

realism art direct from the artist at her 
Bangalow Studio 

Phone or text 0414 822 196 

LISMORE REGIONAL GALLERY
11 Rural St, Lismore, Bundjalung Country  

Open Wednesday to Sunday  
10am–4pm  

Thursdays until 6pm 
lismoregallery.org  

@lismoreregionalgallery

LONE GOAT GALLERY
28 Lawson St, Byron Bay  

(located in the Byron Library building) 
Open Wednesday to Saturday  

10am–4pm  
lonegoatgallery.com 

M-ARTS PRECINCT
Spend the day, meet the makers,  

shop local and handmade 
105 Wollumbin St, Murwillumbah 

Open Tuesday to Saturday from 10am 
@m.arts.precinct 
m-arts.com.au/ 

MULLUMBIMBY  
CLAYWORKERS GALLERY

Drill Hall Complex, 
2 Jubilee Ave, Mullumbimby 

Open Thursday to Saturday 11am–3pm 
mullumclayworkers.com 

MZ GALLERY
Byron Bay Contemporary Artspace 

57 Tennyson Street, Byron Bay 
0468 718 045 

www.byronartspace.com 

NINBELLA GALLERY
Open Mon-Sat 10-4pm & Sun 10-2pm 

19a Byron Street Bangalow 
0429 357 274 

ninbella.com 

NEWRYBAR ART COLLECTIVE
Gallery and Art Studio showcasing 

local artists 
12 Old Pacific Highway, Newrybar 
Monday to Saturday 10am–4pm,  

Wednesday 10am–7pm 
0412 264 312  

@newrybarartcollective

NORTHERN RIVERS  
COMMUNITY GALLERY

Cnr Cherry & Crane Streets, Ballina 
Open Wed–Fri 9am–3pm,  

Sat–Sun 9.30am–1pm 
02 6681 0530  

nrcgballina.com.au

TWEED REGIONAL GALLERY  
& MARGARET OLLEY ART CENTRE 
Gallery hours  Wed–Sun 10am–4pm  

Café open  Wed-Fri 10am–4 pm,  
Sat-Sun 9am–4pm 

2 Mistral Rd, Murwillumbah 
02 6670 2790 

gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au
Celebrating 30 years
14—16 August

Tickets
byronwritersfestival.com

WRITERS FESTIVAL RETURNS WITH 
OVER 150 AUTHORS ANNOUNCED!
Byron Writers Festival is set to take over Byron Bay from 
14–16 August, unfolding across outdoor marquees and iconic 
venues to create a bustling festival precinct.
Featuring over 150 international and Australian authors, with 
110 sessions across three days, the world-class event will 
present literary heavyweights in the heart of town.
Meg Mason, author of the international bestseller Sorrow and 
Bliss, appears with her hotly anticipated new novel Sophie, 
Standing There, while UK-based social philosopher and 
author Roman Krznaric will speak on History for Tomorrow: 
Inspiration from the Past for the Future of Humanity. 
Headliner Richard Flanagan brings Heresies, a new collection 
of essays. See him in conversation with Kerry O’Brien on 
festival Saturday as Kerry delivers the 2026 Thea Astley 
Address.
Make the most of the festival with a three-day or one-day 
pass. Passes are selling quickly,  
get yours now at www.byronwritersfestival.com.
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THE

 MEET THE ARTISTS EVENT
WED 8th JULY

4-7pm

NEWRYBAR ART COLLECTIVE

12 OLD PACIFIC HIGHWAY, NEWRYBAR 2479

JOIN US FOR ART AND DRINKS
FOOD AVAILABLE AT THE TWILIGHT MARKET

Insta:@newrybarartcollective

THE NEWRYBAR ART 
COLLECTIVE 
The Newrybar Art Collective showcases a 
rotating collection of contemporary works 
by local and emerging artists in the heart 
of Newrybar Village. Featuring paintings, 
ceramics, sculpture and mixed media, the 
gallery offers something new with every 
visit. Wander through the gallery and meet 
the artists as they create and exhibit their 
work. 
Open: Monday to Saturday, 10am - 4pm 
12 Old Pacific Highway, Newrybar 
@newrybarartcollective

GALLERY

gallery GALLERYGALLERY

Art in the heart
INSPIRED LOCAL ART

Sunburn: Gerwyn Davies
3 July – 22 November 2026

Gerwyn Davies Sunburn (detail) 2025, archival pigment print, 85 x 150 cm 
Courtesy the artist, Jan Murphy Gallery (Brisbane) and Michael Reid Galleries 
(Sydney/Berlin) © The artist
A Tweed Regional Gallery initiative. The Nancy Fairfax Artist in Residence studio is 
supported by benefactor Mr Tim Fairfax AC via the Tweed Regional Gallery Foundation Ltd.

SUNBURN–  
GERWYN DAVIES  
3 JULY – 22 NOVEMBER 2026  
This exhibition brings together a series of vibrant textile 
and photographic works that reimagine the ephemera, 
icons, and images of the nation’s glittering Sunrise Strip. 
Drawing in part upon the immense Tweed Regional 
Museum collection, postcards, souvenirs, and signs 
are refashioned into sequins and spandex. A party 
of costumed figures dis/appear beneath elaborate 
sculptural forms, relaxed in photographic worlds that 
conjure the distinctive visual landscape of coastal 
Australiana.  A Tweed Regional Gallery initiative. The 
Nancy Fairfax Artist in Residence studio is supported by 
benefactor Mr Tim Fairfax AC via the Tweed Regional 
Gallery Foundation Ltd. Gerwyn Davies is represented by 
Jan Murphy Gallery (Brisbane) and Michael Reid Galleries 
(Sydney/Berlin). 
Tweed Regional Gallery & Margaret Olley Art Centre 
Wednesday to Sunday, 10am – 4pm, free entry 
2 Mistral Road (cnr Tweed Valley Way) 
Murwillumbah South 
gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au

ART IN THE HEART OF 
MULLUMBIMBY: EXHIBITION 12
Mullumbimby Comprehensive Health Centre is once 
again transformed into a gallery as the H’Art Gallery 
unveils its 12th exhibition. With ten artists and more 
30 works across painting, printmaking, and mixed 
media, this show celebrates both the reach and 
intimacy of local creativity.
Bessminda Groves brings muscular emotional weight 
to oil on canvas - her works Hope is a Thing with Claws 
and Happenstance bristle with tension and surrender. 
Bill Veale’s sweeping coastal acrylics trace the Broken 
Head headlands with quiet awe. Blair Ferguson 
offers tender, small-scale studies of local rivers and 
beaches in ink and oil. Brendan Kelly returns with 
bold, conceptually-charged work, including the 
striking Corellas. Edward Sach contributes a deeply 
personal piece navigating cancer survival with colour 
and grace.
Karena Wynn-Moylan’s luminous oils move from 
coastal light to fallen birds, always with reverence. 
Marika Bryant fills the room with lyrical mixed media 
that blur landscape and lived experience. Sally Green 
brings richly textured abstracts drawing on outback 
pigments and arctic cool alike. Spero Jones delivers 
visceral, polymer-varnished works pulsing with 
elemental force. And curator Solveig anchors the 
exhibition with signature graphic impressions – from 
moonlit botanicals to deep neural explorations.
Together they remind us that art doesn’t just 
decorate a health centre - it heals it.
Mullumbimby Comprehensive Health Centre 
60 Stuart St, Mullumbimby

Gerwyn Davies at the Nancy Fairfax Artist in Residence 
Studio, 2025. Photo: Aaron
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Cryptic Clues 
ACROSS
1. Tailless insect site (5)
4. Climaxes back in internal life forms (9)
9. Rode around with wine to get 

organised (7)
10. Lace also finishes uniforms for 

military displays (7)
11. Protraction of former relationship 

stress (9)
12. Joint in blank letter (5)
13. School supply from ages old queen (6)
16. Follow too close as one side of the 

coin meets barrier (8)
19. Sounds like something drawn in the 

sand to straighten (5) 
21. Complete check for U.S. period (4,4)
23. Path through life is cause for 

concern and hesitation (6)
26. Take a load off  a Radiohead 

instrument (5)
27. Sickness aff licted vitality (3,6)
29. Sway, manipulate and so on, and 

bring back to off ice (7)
30. Wild samba got it back for Indian 

staple (7)
31.  Plant-based anabolic mess around 

final cut (9)
32. Idiomatic word gleans mixed result 

and loses energy (5)

DOWN
1. Wanton browse into tea variety (5-4)
2. Trainee of French eaten by cat (5)
3. Unknown singer all shook up about 

medical device (7)
4. Chaotic inroad to make a priest (6)
5. Stomach in Spanish gets label for 

German greeting (5,3)
6. Last season ballet distorted popular 

sport (7)
7. Electrocute hand gesture leads to 

severe repercussion (5,4)
8. Song told her to wake up and 

prepare issue (5)
14. Everyone had extra play with guys 

and time allowance (9)
15.  Her attraction hid inside informer (3)
16. Apex is mine in a diff erent direction (3)
17. Business abbreviation begins in new 

company (3)
18. One of us ground fish (9)
20. Fallen branch is initially taken in 

current operation detail (8)
22. Inside voices urge on medical 

professional (7)
24.  Those biased against elders have 

stages I modified (7)
25.  Toss in lass to get comprehensive (6)
26.  Stop talking and apply for hedge 

plant (5)
28. All returned with mother ruminant (5)

Quick Clues 
ACROSS
1. Position of a gene on a chromosome 

(5)
4. Complex interrelated systems (9)
9. Demanded (7)
10. Inks (7)
11. Lengthening (9)
12. Lowest part of a leg (5)
13. One that wipes away (6)
16. Rear door of a hatchback (8)
19. Bring into agreement (5) 
21. Punctuation mark (4,4)
23. Rush in an uncontrolled manner (6)
26. Indian lute (5)
27. Malady (3,6)
29. Choose for a second term (7)
30. Rice variety (7)
31.  Horticultural (9)
32. Informal speech (5)

DOWN
1. A type of binder with rings (5-4)
2. Military student (5)
3. Pump and spray device (7)
4. Decree (6)
5. G’day in Berlin (5,3)
6. Team game (7)
7. Eff ect of an explosion (5,4)
8. Comedian Youssef (5)
14. Plot of gardening land (9)
15.  Rodent (3)
16. Piece of advice (3)
17. ‘Monsters, …’ (3)
18. Mortal (9)
20. Related to the planning of an 

organisation (8)
22. Specialised doctor (7)
24. People with certain prejudices (7)
25.  International (6)
26.  Rum and fruit juice drink (5)
28.  South American mammal (5)

Crossword by Emma Briggs #8

Last week’s solution #7
M I M I C R Y F R E E Z E R
A E A A L P O E
C L A P P E R A L I G N E D
A N I N G T E U
D O W N T O E A R T H S E X
A H A D A E
M A I N L Y I N S T A N C E
I L S T A N
A D E Q U A T E G R O V E L

L I F A I I
S A C Y E L L O W P A G E S
A R S E I T A T
D R U M S E T S C U T T L E
A M A E T T R E E
T A B A S C O S P E E D O S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20

21 22 23 24

25

26 27 28
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31 32

ARIES: If direct questions aren’t getting 
straightforward answers this week, be 
advised that with your planet boss Mars 
sparking both intellectual chemistry and 
arguments, words can be either your worst 
enemy or most useful tool. Wield them 
wisely and keep your focus on solutions 
rather than faults.

TAURUS: Healing planet Chiron’s already at 
work in your sign, and this week’s Mercury 
retrograde suggests that an unresolved 
dynamic from the past, to do with something 
not communicated, could resurface to 
forgive and finally release a worn-out story, 
setting the foundation for more solid and 
secure future connections.

GEMINI: Mars firing up Gemini during July 
gives your already quick wits an extra edge. 
As Mars activates the motivation and mojo 
to go for what you want, don’t waste this 
precious firepower: direct it. Be bold but 
strategic. Stay ahead of the game, and 
position yourself where what you’re offering 
is unmissable.

CANCER: As your birthday season centres 
around Cancer’s casa and connections, 
nourish yourself with good food and close 
company. While you wouldn’t have ordered 
up Mercury retrograde in your sign, good 
news is it could stimulate a recognition of 
something you’ve forgotten, a reassuring 
remembrance of what’s really important.

LEO: Bountiful big-picture Jupiter striding 
down the heavenly red carpet to join Venus 
in Leo guarantees all the attention and 
recognition you could wish for in the coming 
year as the monarch planet amplifies your 
courage and flair, radiating its golden glow to 
enhance your self-expression and personal 
leadership.

VIRGO: Your planet guide Mercury, back-
spinning for the next three weeks alerts 
Virgos, if past patterns are resurfacing, to 
let these reconnect you with something 
important you might not yet have fully 
realised. Rather than resisting difficult 
memories, allow yourself to engage them 
with interest, rather than blame or shame.

LIBRA: Magnified by Jupiter and current 
solar energy in your public sector, this 
week’s Venus likes taking the stage, so use 
the positive momentum to share your gifts 
generously. Only snag? Mars marching into 
the sign of multiple choice can complicate 
decision-making, but don’t rush. Listen to 
your intuition.

SCORPIO: This month’s sun, in its most 
care-giving placement energising your 
partnerships and social connections, is 
an excellent time to think about joining or 
starting up a resource-sharing group. With 
astral focus on your close bonds, show and 
tell your nearest and dearest how much you 
appreciate and value them.

SAGITTARIUS: For the first time since 
2015, your planet guide Jupiter struts into 
flamboyant, extrovert Leo, firing your 
creative imagination to warp speed. Jupiter 
and Leo both dream big but sometimes 
ignore the fine print, so by all means indulge 
unfiltered brainstorming, but do your 
research before making commitments.

CAPRICORN: A rare Pluto/Uranus alignment is 
activating breakthroughs in communications 
and collective freedom movements, which 
invite Capricorns to discard mindsets that are 
no longer in synch with current conditions. If 
this seems like reinventing the playing field, 
it is, and your planet guide Saturn’s firmly 
positioned to assist.

AQUARIUS: Jupiter checking into your 
relationship sector and the sign of creativity 
suggests your best recipe for success for 
the foreseeable future will be allowing your 
individuality to shine, using your personal 
skills to make the world a better place and 
inspiring the people around you to express 
their own unique talents.

PISCES: If life has felt lately like a nonstop 
onslaught of emotional surges and impulses, 
your planet ruler Neptune slowing down 
for its annual retrograde may come as a 
relief, as Neptune’s five-month hibernation 
offers a chance to bring family baggage or 
unresolved issues into awareness for repair 
and release. 

STARS  
BY LILITH
As Jupiter makes 
its grand entrance 
into look-at-me 
Leo, this week’s 
communications 
could get edgy with 
Mercury retrograde in 
sensitive Cancer…

CANCER THE CRAB

When No Means MoNo
Mandy Nolan

P auline wants monoculture. 
No one really knows what she 
means. And we know that 

Pauline definitely doesn’t know what 
it means, she just knows it will create 
disturbance. So I’ve done a bit of a 
deep dive on what the mono might 
look like.

At a very basic level we are talking 
white Australian culture with no 
ethnic or First Nation influence or 
input. Other than Anglo. And if you 
come here, or if you live here, or if 
your ancestors have 60,000 years of 
continuous culture, then you too must 
stand under the fish and chip flag and 
bask in the high cholesterol glow of 
what it means to be ‘Aussie’.

Under the new mono you can still 
eat fish and chips. But you can’t have 
pizza. Too Italian. Maybe ham and 
pineapple will be permitted. Definitely 
no pasta. You definitely can’t eat 
sushi rolls. Or fried rice. Or sweet and 
sour pork. Maybe if you get a permit 
from the council you can eat honey 
chicken once a year as it is an Anglo/
Asian fusion. There will be no schnitzel 
nights at the local pub, no pad Thai, no 
massaman lamb, no hummus, no baba 
ghanoush, no olives, no camembert, 
no croissants, no Turkish delight and 
when you are drunk there will defi-
nitely be no kebabs.

Oh, just a heads up, it’s gonna be 
hard to get drunk. For a start you can’t 
drink foreign beer. So no Sapporo, no 
Asahi, no Heineken. You can however 
drink XXXX and Tooheys. But under 
the mono, beer is currently under 
review. You see it isn’t actually Aussie. 
Or Anglo.

The first true brewers of beer were 
Sumerians which is modern day Iraq/
Iran. That is the birthplace of beer, and 
our American allies have been bomb-
ing them. The other beer origin story is 
Ancient China who had a crack in 7000 
BC. So sadly under the new mono, beer 
itself may have to go.

Champagne is clearly out. And 
wine too. It seems to also dates back 
to China, and Armenia. I thought we 
could have rum – as it was the first 
colonial bevvie to take off – but the 
first distillation took place on a sugar 

cane plantation in Barbados. So rum 
is Caribbean, and will not be allowed 
in the mono under the fish and chip 
flag. We can probably still use meth 
(from an Aussie dealer) and drink 
water. Although we may be a bit short 
of water with the amount we need to 
run the big data centres. Although the 
water usage may diminish with google 
searches being limited to The Box, Kath 
and Kim, The Paul Hogan Show and 
anything related to fish and chips.

There will still be footy. Because 
the English invented that, and we are 
including the culture of the colonisers 
as the core foundation of the ‘mono’. 
If we didn’t, we wouldn’t even have a 

fish and chip flag. We can have tomato 
sauce. Although it does originate from 
South America, and we know how 
Trump feels about Mexico so sauce 
isn’t on the mono. Soz.

Soccer is under review. There are 
definite roots back to the empire but 
the high-achieving, culture-creating 
Chinese were kicking balls around, 
playing a soccer-adjacent sport called 
cuju, during the Hans Dynasty. This 
was around 200 BC, and the ancient 
Greek and Romans were having a crack 
as well. Soccer may have to go. Apolo-
gies to the Matildas and the Socceroos, 
they sound very Aussie, but they might 
have to take up AFL. Which will remain 
a mainstay in the mono.

Welcome to the monoculture. 
A handful of white Australians of no 
ethnic or Indigenous origin eating fish 
and chips with no sauce at the AFL.

Monoculture is boring. And it’s 
potentially fatal. In agriculture, mono-
culture creates an endless food supply 
for pathogens. Without diversity, 
disease spreads and the crop dies.

The mono will kill us. Embrace 
the multi.

And in their own words.
If you don’t KNOW don’t MONO.

	■ Mandy Nolan’s column has 
appeared in The Echo for almost 25 
years. She is a writer, comedian and 
artist, and was the Greens candidate 
at the past two federal elections.

Soapbox  www.echo.net.au/soap-box

Under the 
new mono 
you can still 
eat fish and 

chips. But you 
can’t have pizza. 
Too Italian. Maybe 
ham and pineapple 
will be permitted. 
Definitely no pasta. 

MANDY NOLAN’S
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Sonic FX cross eras with ease, 
blending rock, pop and soul – 
they fit comfortably into the 
emerging yacht-rock genre (who 
knew?). Danceable rock music 
from the ‘80s with great melodies, 
danceable grooves and most of 
all, memorable hits loved by all 
generations.

Friday 7pm at Club Lennox. 
Free show.

Founded in 2005 by Sir Bob 
Cornelius Rifo, an Italian musician 
and producer, The Bloody 
Beetroots has undergone various 
transformations over the years, 
but has never wavered in its 
ability to captivate audiences 
globally.

Friday 8pm at the Hotel 
Brunswick. Tickets from $35.17 
at moshtix.com.au.

A night of dark folk and gothic 
musings with M.E. Baird & The 
Fold – after Covid, cancer and 

chaos, M.E. Baird will be putting 
his band (of local legends) back 
together for the first time in five 
years for a rare and unique gig.

Saturday 6pm at Pearces Creek 
Hall. Tickets $40/$30/under 16 
free, at humanitix.com.

George Smilovici is a Cuban-
born singer, guitarist and 
songwriter whose music reflects a 
lifetime immersed in Latin 
rhythms and world music 
traditions. Drawing on his Cuban 
roots, George blends Latin jazz, 
Cuban son, flamenco influences, 
acoustic blues and reggae into a 
rich and soulful sound.

Sunday 1pm at the Ocean 
Shores Country Club. Free 
show.

The Arakwal BoBBAC, Flickerfest 
and iQ Inc are thrilled to present 
their annual evening of inspiring 
First Nations storytelling 
celebrating NAIDOC Week 2026, 
and this year’s theme ‘50 Years of 
Deadly’. This year’s First Nations 
Spotlight program will take you 
on a special journey with some 
incredibly strong and powerful 
stories, whose compelling voices 
will inspire, move and delight.

Tuesday 6.30pm at the Byron 
Theatre. Tickets from $21.85 at 
flickerfest.com.au/tour/byron-
naidoc.

Named after The Regent Cinema, 
which was built in 1947, Jazz at 
The ’47 Club aims to bring 
regular evenings of live jazz to 
the beautiful and historic 
Murwillumbah venue – first up is 
vocalist and multi-instrumentalist, 
Susy Hull and The Shy Guys, 
hailing from Melbourne, bringing 
the swing, warmth and charm of 
New Orleans classic jazz.

Wednesday, July 8 from 6 
pm. The Regent Cinema, 
Murwillumbah. General 
admission is $25, tickets at 
yodelaymusic.com.

One of the Picture House’s most 
highly demanded shows is back 
with its infamous winter season! 
With the ongoing success of its 
signature show, the Cheeky 
Cabaret, it was inevitable that 
the team would put together its 
own all-burlesque show, with 
fabulous results.

Thursday to Sunday at 
the Brunswick Picture 
House. Tickets from $30 at 
brunswickpicturehouse.com.
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   @thenorthernbyronbay

Trilla 6pm,  DJ Quendo 9.15pm
Duelling Piano Bar 9pmTHUR 2 JULY

Z Star Trinity 7pm,  Sarah Grant Trio 10.15pm 
Duelling Piano Bar 8pmFRI  3 JULY

Dan Hannaford 5pm,  
Vinyl Sundays ft Monsieur Drop 8.15pmSUN  5 JULY

 Lachie Dwyer 6pm  |  Duelling Piano Bar 9pmMON 6 JULY

Marshall Okell 6pm  |  Duelling Piano Bar 9pmTUES 7 JULY

J.R.Higgins 6pm  |  Duelling Piano Bar 9pmWED 8 JULY

JB’s Blues Breakers 7pm,  DJ Jamie Lowe 10.15pm 
Duelling Piano Bar 8pmSAT  4 JULY

LIVE MUSIC EVERY NIGHT

COCKTAILS!

NORTHERN BOTTLESHOP

Eclectic Selection
What’s on this week

The Cruel Sea
Prepare yourself for a deep dive 
into the heart of a quintessentially 
Australian sound with indie rock 
revolutionaries The Cruel Sea at the 
Beach Hotel this August.

Formed in Sydney in the late 1980s, 
The Cruel Sea made waves with their 
swampy, surf-infused blues and roots 
sound, blending everything from 
spaghetti western and country honk 
to zydeco and acoustic rock. When 
charismatic frontman Tex Perkins 
joined the band, his deep, gravelly 
vocals added a whole new dimension 
to their already distinctive sound, 
propelling them into indie rock royalty. 

Hits like ‘Better Get a Lawyer’, ‘Black 
Stick’, and the unforgettable ‘The 
Honeymoon Is Over’, made them 
a household name, and their 30th 
anniversary tour in 2023 proved 
they’ve still got it.

The Cruel Sea’s live shows are 
masterclasses in moody, soulful rock, 
with bluesy guitar riffs and Perkins’ 
powerful, ocean-deep vocals driving 
the sound. You’ll hear the classic 
tunes that made them giants in the 
Australian music scene but expect a 
few surprises too – new tracks from 
their brand new album Straight Into the 
Sun or a revival of their number one 
album Three Legged Dog.

One thing’s for sure: this is a show 
not to be missed. Get hold of your 
tickets now to see one of the most 
respected and enduring indie rock 
acts in the country.

The Cruel Sea supported by Jez 
Mead and Vandalism Angel play the 
Beach Hotel, Byron Bay from 8pm on 
Friday, 21 August.

Tickets on sale now via Moshtix.
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CALLING ALL  
SONGWRITERS

BayFM and SAE University College Byron 
Bay have joined forces for the 3rd annual 
BaySounds. It’s the only songwriting comp in 
the Northern Rivers for unsigned independent 
artists. Your original song will be judged by 
industry professionals Ash Grunwald, Emily 
Lubitz and Mr Rhodes.

Prizes - thanks to our sponsors:  
• Professional recording at SAE Byron Bay studios 
•  A playing spot at BaySounds Live Outside 

Broadcast or Howl and Moan Records Youth 
Showcase

• Music NSW mentorship
• Home recording kit from Broadcast 
Components
• Guitar from Son of Drum.

Two categories, youth and adult.  
Entries close Sunday 12 July.  
Snap the QR code or 
 go to sae.edu.au/baysounds

 

One Purpose One Solution Foundation presents 

CAVANBAH CENTRE
249 Ewingsdale Road, Byron Bay NSW

Saturday 11th July 2026
10am to 3pm 

Find out how Alternative Therapies 
can help you heal naturally. 

Many Exhibitors which may include … 
* Healers * Psychics * Complete Health * Crystals * Books & CD’s *

& much much more! 
Visit www.whitelightexpos.com to choose your reader.

For information call 0419 709 661 
   Gold Coin Entry 

What do we owe 
each other?
Some films arrive as an invitation to gather, reflect, and begin a 
conversation. Common Wealth, screening at Byron Theatre on 
Friday, 10 July, feels made for that kind of room.

At a time when housing stress, loneliness, mental health 
pressures and economic insecurity are felt daily across the 
Northern Rivers, writer and director Kane Guglielmi asks a 
clear question: what kind of society are we creating?

Raised within a conservative, capitalist worldview, Guglielmi 
travels across eight countries, including Australia, Switzerland, 
Norway, Mexico, Singapore, the UK, Italy and the US, exploring 
ideas of fairness, community and shared prosperity. The film’s 
journey is global, but its pulse is personal. In his director’s 
statement, Guglielmi says the project emerged from ‘a pivotal 
and tumultuous period’ in his life, after years of struggle left 
him asking why so many people were suffering financially, 
mentally and socially.

‘I didn’t want to make a film that was politically divisive,’ he says. 
‘I wanted to create something that was unique, truly global, 
unifying, and that offered plausible solutions to the status quo 
with a sense of heart, soul and optimism.’

That is the strength of Common Wealth. It is not a shout across 
the barricades. It is a warmer, more generous invitation to 
reconsider the systems we often mistake for inevitability. 
Featuring Dame Vanessa Redgrave, Carlo Nero, Dominic 
Frisby, Fred Harrison and leading thinkers on economics, land 
and social policy, the film asks how communities might value 
contribution, dignity and wellbeing ahead of extraction.

For Byron audiences, the conversation lands close to home. 
This region understands beauty, pressure and resilience. It 
knows housing scarcity, disaster recovery, the fragility of local 
belonging, and the unease of watching place become product.

‘Films can illuminate an issue, 
but communities decide what 
to do with the light.’

Guglielmi says making the film 
restored the hope he had been 
longing for. His wish is that it 
serves as a gentle reminder 
that meaningful change 
begins when people choose 
‘selflessness over selfishness’.

The Byron Theatre screening 
includes a live Q&A with 
Guglielmi, giving audiences 
the chance to continue the 
discussion together. It is the 
kind of night Byron does 
particularly well.

Common Wealth screens at 
Byron Theatre on Friday, 10 
July at 7pm. 

Tickets are on sale now at 
byroncentre.com.au.

Get ready to JAM
JAM is a neighbourhood event showcasing incredible local DJs 
and raising money for local charities.

Each JAM is held in a different town and at a different venue 
across the Northern Rivers.

A JAM party will be your classic Sunday session with funky 
house tracks, smooth vocals and friendly energy. JAM is for 
everyone to come as they are and celebrate our diverse and 
fabulous community. There is no better way to finish your 
weekend than jamming on the dance floor to great tunes, with 
old and new friends.

The very first JAM party will be held on Sunday at Wandana 
Brewing Co in Mullumbimby.

The next JAM will be held a few months later, aiming to bring 
future JAM events to other local venues, support other local 
charities and profile DJs from that neighbourhood to headline 
the Sunday session.

Sunday’s JAM event will feature legendary local DJs Abel Toro 
and on vinyl DJ Inch. They will be supported on the decks by 
JAM resident DJs, and organisers, GI Jode and Peppin, who live 
in Ocean Shores.

The aim of the JAM events is to cover costs and raise money 
for a local charity. The neighbourhood DJs, local photographer, 
security and staff will be paid for their talent and time. The JAM 
Sounds crew, including resident DJs GI Jode and Peppin are 
donating their time.

They are thrilled to be supporting local charity Queer Family 
for the first JAM – organisers have a great understanding and 
appreciation of the important services and support that Queer 
Family provide.

The support comes at a time when Queer Family continues its 
search for a permanent home after losing their home base in 
the 2022 floods, and recent challenges forced the organisation 
to scale back some programs. 

Despite these hurdles, Queer Family remains an important 
source of connection, belonging and support for many people 
across the region.

Attendees will be encouraged to donate to Queer Family via 
QR codes on posters around the Wandana Brewery. After event 
costs are covered, JAM Sounds will donate any additional funds 
from ticket sales to Queer Family. The more tickets purchased, 
the greater the support that can be provided to Queer Family.

Resident JAM DJs GI Jode (Jodie Wilkins) and Peppin (Warren 
Peppin), along with their partners Amber and Andrew are 
organising the event and future JAMs. 

Sunday from 3pm to 10pm at Wandana Brewing Co, 
Mullumbimby. Tickets to JAM are $30 online via Humantix, 
or $40 on the door at Wandana – if not sold out.

e n t e r t a i n m e n t
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FRI 21 AUGUST

JEZ MEAD

BYRON BAY

VANDALISM ANGEL

Bill Chambers decided early that he 
would be a musician one day – in the 
course of making his dreams come 
true, Tyler Chambers has grown up in 
a musical family. He has sat side-stage, 
either at his sister Kasey’s or his father 
Bill Chambers’ shows, since he was born. 

Between them Bill and Tyler bring A 
LOT of different guitars to a gig. Tyler 
is currently touring in Bill’s band while 
writing songs and preparing for his 
first solo recording. They are currently 
working on Bill’s seventh album.

Seven spoke to Bill Chambers at home 
on the Central Coast in the lead up to his 
show next week.

Bill tell me – you’re bringing your 
son Tyler?
Yeah! He’s 18 now and right into similar 
music to what I am, which is great. He 
started off wanting to be a punk rocker! 
That’s fine by me, but just lately he’s been 
more into country and roots music, and he’s 
working on his first album.

He’s obsessed with Gram Parsons at the 
moment – he even wants to dress like him 
with flared jeans and the boots.

Is he a typical teenager? Do you get one 
grunt answers for every question?
Sometimes. Yeah – but he’s a good 

teenager. He’s pretty much happy being 
home and doing things with my wife and I, 
but he’s a typical teenager in some ways.

What stage are YOU up to in your 
musical career?
I’m just taking it easy. I’m a grandfather, 
of course. I’m enjoying life. I do a lot of 
recording at home. It’s nice recording other 
people – producing and playing on records 
and stuff. These days a lot of people record 
remotely, so that they’ll do it at home, but 
they’ll send the files through to us to maybe 
do a harmony or do a guitar part.

But I’ve just finished a new album – I’m 
just gonna just put it out on Bandcamp 
and distribute it at gigs, yeah. So we’re not 
making a big fuss, we’re concentrating on 
Tyler’s record.

I’m at a time of life where I’m just enjoying 
what I do, and I don’t expect to be the next 
big thing, so we’re definitely concentrating 
on my boys.

Has the reality of your life in music 
matched your vision?
It’s way surpassed the vision. When I was 
seven years old, my dad took me to a Chad 
Morgan concert. Yep, and of all people, 
Chad Morgan! And I said to myself, then at 
seven years old, I’m going to be a musician.

Maybe I thought there was big money in 
it or something. I said to myself, ‘I want to 

travel the world and play music’. I didn’t 
know anything about how that could 
happen, but many, many years later, when 
Kasey got famous and she put a band 
together, well, I’ve been traveling the world 
for the last 25 years. My dreams have come 
true. We’ve played on the Letterman show, 
been to the UK, Europe, and the US many, 
many times. Yeah, I feel like my dreams 
have gone through the roof. It’s a beautiful 
thing – and we’re still doing it. We did a tour 
last year in America, and that was pretty 
successful. We’ve toured a lot in the States – 
a big tour bus. It was so much fun. You can 
just do the gig, crawl into bed, and that gets 
you to the next town overnight.

What is your current earworm?
Mostly songs that I’m co-writing with Tyler 
– he’s on this mission. He’s very obsessed 
with all that West Coast sort of country-rock 
movement, so at the moment we’re writing 
songs, sort of road songs, songs about 
travelling, songs about things you see when 
you’re out in the desert.

That’s what is going through my head at 
the moment, thinking about what we’re 
going to write about today.

What’s inspiring you at the moment? 
What’s getting you out of bed every day?
My little studio, I’m setting it up so it’s 
a little more user-friendly, doing some 
woodwork. I love doing woodwork. Yep, 

and that gets me motivated. In fact, I think I 
enjoy the woodwork better than the actual 
audio recording. But now I love the whole 
studio thing. I’m still obsessed with guitars. 
I’ve got about 60 guitars. 

60 guitars! I’m going to ask you the 
hardest question of all – what’s your 
favourite?
My favourite is my old Telecaster that I 
bought new in 1970 – I bought an old 
Fender Telecaster, new then, but that’s the 
oldest one I’ve got. I still use it. I’ll be flying 
with it to Darwin.

What are you looking forward to at the 
Mullum Festival?
Well, meeting the other artists, there’s quite 
a few other artists that I’m looking forward 
to catching up with. Lou Bradley, of course, 
I’m going to do a duet with her – I always 
look at the artists, and I think this looks like 
a really cool festival – and it’s the first time 
I’m doing a major festival with my boy, too.

Bill, are you having enough fun?
Do I sound like I am? 

You do. You sound like you’re having lots. 

I’m having a lot of fun just playing music!

Bill and Tyler at the Mullum Roots 
Festival are playing at the Top Pub on 
Saturday, 11 July, from 6.30pm and 
Sunday, 12 July from 3.30pm at the 
Mullum Civic Hall.

BILL CHAMBERS 
THE FAMILY MAN

e n t e r t a i n m e n t
IN

TE
RV

IE
W



30   The Byron Shire Echo   July 1, 2026 www.echo.net.au

IT’S FREE TO LIST YOUR 
GIGS IN THE GIG GUIDE 
e: gigs@echo.net.au  
w: echo.net.au/gig-guide.
DEADLINE 5PM ON FRIDAYS

Disclosure 
Day
If you found out we weren’t alone, if someone 
showed you, proved it to you, would that 
frighten you?

From legendary three-time Academy Award-
winning filmmaker Steven Spielberg, comes 
the gripping sci-fi thriller Disclosure Day.

As the world stands poised on the brink 
of World War III, cybersecurity specialist 
Dr. Daniel Kellner (Golden Globe-winner 
Josh O’Connor) steals from the Wardex 
Corporation – a secret arm of the US 
government – a piece of extraterrestrial 
technology and related files, detailing various 
events of human-alien contact dating back to 
the Roswell incident. Branded a foreign spy, 
making him the target of federal authorities, 
Daniel goes into hiding at a convent with his 
girlfriend, Jane Blankenship.

In Kansas City, television meteorologist 
Margaret Fairchild (Academy Award-nominee 
Emily Blunt) is preparing for work when a 
cardinal flies into her home, briefly observes 
her, and then flies away. The incident awakens 

latent psychic abilities, allowing Margaret 
to intuitively understand the thoughts and 
emotions of others.

Together Daniel and Margaret try to reveal 
the truth to the world all at once, while facing 
intense government secrecy.

Featuring an all-star ensemble cast, including 
Academy Award-winner Colin Firth, Academy 
Award-nominee Colman Domingo, and 
Wyatt Russell and Eve Hewson.

Returning to the sci-fi genre over 40 years on 
from his critically-acclaimed works, E.T. the 
Extra-Terrestria and Close Encounters of the 
Third Kind, Spielberg weaves a chilling story of 
control, knowledge and power in Disclosure 
Day making audiences question if we are truly 
alone in this universe and what we would do 
if we found out we weren’t.

www.palacecinemas.com.au

e n t e r t a i n m e n t

LisAmore! returns
There is something quietly remarkable about 
LisAmore!

Every year, thousands of people make their 
way to a corner of the Northern Rivers 
and, for a few hours, swap the everyday for 
something altogether warmer – the aromas 
of fresh pasta and cannoli in the air, the sound 
of an accordion drifting across the grounds, 
children twirling spaghetti with the kind of 
concentration usually reserved for far more 
serious pursuits.

This year, LisAmore! returns bigger than 
ever, with a new home at the Lismore 
Showgrounds giving the festival the space 
it has long deserved – the grounds will 

come alive with live opera, Domenico and 
the Latin Mafia, a tug-of-war, the beloved 
Spaghetti Competition for kids, and a food 
offering that stretches from wood-fired 
pizza and slow-roast porchetta to tiramisu, 
gelato and prosecco.

At its heart, LisAmore! has always been 
about more than Italian food and music. It 
is a celebration of the migrants who helped 
build this region – and an open invitation for 
everyone, Italian or otherwise, to share in that 
story.

LisAmore! 2026 is on Sunday at the 
Lismore Showgrounds from 10am to 3pm. 
$5 entry.

GIG 
GUIDE

WEDNESDAY 1
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 

SAMSARUH

	■ BYRON THEATRE 1PM NT LIVE 
PRESENTS: THE PLAYBOY OF 
THE WESTERN WORLD

	■ BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM LIVE IT UP: THE 
MENTAL AS ANYTHING STORY

	■ THE PADDOCK PROJECT, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM CURRY JAM

	■ OTTILIES, MULLUMBIMBY, 6PM 
MONDO JAZZ CATS

THURSDAY 2
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 

STEPPERS

	■ BYRON THEATRE 7PM SOUL 
SANGEET

	■ HOWL & MOAN, BYRON BAY, 4PM 
KITA ALEXANDER

	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
6PM TRILLA + DJ QUENDO + 
DUELLING PIANO BAR

	■ GARDEN BAR, BYRON BAY, 7.30PM 
TEMPLE OF FIRE

	■ CLUB PARADISO, BYRON BAY, 
8.30PM KWASI BRUNI

	■ FOXY LUU’S @ COORABELL HALL 
5.30PM KIERAN LARKEY

	■ HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM TAHLIA 
MATHESON

	■ BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM BRUNS DOES 
WINTER BURLESQUE

	■ SAINT MARIES, BRUNSWICK 
HEADS, 6PM MONDO JAZZ CATS

	■ THE TOP PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
6PM TOP JAM NIGHT WITH THE 
MAX PAZ

	■ LISMORE CITY BOWLO 7PM THE 
SUPPER CLUB SOUL BAND

	■ THE CITADEL, MURWILLUMBAH, 
7PM CUT WORMS + JOHN 
ANDREWS

	■ SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 
6PM WINTER WARMER – 
HOMELESSNESS RELIEF 
FUNDRAISING CABARET

FRIDAY 3
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 5PM 

PABLO LAVERDE + VYBEZ BAND

	■ ELEMENTS OF BYRON 5PM 
ANDREW MORRIS

	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 7PM 
Z-STAR TRINITY + SARAH GRANT 
TRIO + DUELLING PIANO BAR

	■ NORTH BYRON HOTEL 5PM DJ 
ALICE Q

	■ THE PARK HOTEL, SUFFOLK PARK, 
6PM TAHLIA MATHESON

	■ HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM THE 
BLOODY BEETROOTS + TAYA

	■ BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM BRUNS DOES 
WINTER BURLESQUE

	■ NEWRYBAR HALL 7PM 
MULLUMBIMBY FOLK 
ORCHESTRA

	■ OCEAN SHORES TAVERN 7.30PM 
2000S THEME KARAOKE NIGHT

	■ WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM DJ SALVE 
JORGE

	■ MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
5.30PM BALCONY BEATS FT 
SLINKY 7.30PM KRAPPYOKEE 
WITH JESS, 

	■ CLUB LENNOX 7PM SONIC FX

	■ ELTHAM HOTEL 7PM CUT WORMS 
+ JOHN ANDREWS

	■ LISMORE WORKERS CLUB 7.30PM 
THE GREAT CREEDENCE REVIVAL 
SHOW

	■ M-ARTS, MURWILLUMBAH, 4PM 
PHANTOM LIMBZ

	■ REGENT CINEMA, 
MURWILLUMBAH, 4PM REGENT 
REMIX FEAT TAZ MILLER

	■ MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES CLUB 
6PM PHIL GUEST

	■ CONDONG BOWLS CLUB 6PM 
ELLIANA & DAVE

	■ CLUB TWEED 7.30PM JB’S BLUES 
BREAKERS

	■ TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 8PM 
COUNTDOWN

	■ COOLANGATTA HOTEL 7.30PM 
UNLIMITED PEPPERS

SATURDAY 4
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

8.30PM SALI BRACEWELL + HEIDI 
KAIRL DUO + BENSON + JOEY 
TUCKSHOP

	■ BYRON THEATRE 7PM 
SCREENING: BEYOND BORDERS 
– PATAGONIA

	■ HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4.30PM 
ANDY V

	■ NORTH BYRON HOTEL 2PM DJ 
AFRODESIA + DJ DEEP PEPA

	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
7PM JBS BLUES BREAKERS + DJ 
JAMIE LOWE + DUELLING PIANO 
BAR

	■ THE PARK HOTEL, SUFFOLK PARK, 
6PM MARSHALL OKELL

	■ MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 6PM 
PIANO BAR W/ JOHN

	■ BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 6PM MANDY 
HAWKES TRIO

	■ BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM BRUNS DOES 
WINTER BURLESQUE

	■ PEARCES CREEK HALL 6PM M.E. 
BAIRD & THE FOLD

	■ CLUB LENNOX 7PM YOLAN

	■ WILLIAMS STREET KITCHEN & 
BAR, LENNOX HEAD, 5.30PM STU 
KULELE TRIO

	■ BALLINA RSL 6PM JOCK BARNES

	■ CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB, 
BALLINA, 8PM GUY & NICCI

	■ BLAH BAR, LISMORE, 4PM 
SNAKE MOUNTAIN + VOMITX 
BOMBX, GUSSET RATS, OVER 
COMPENSATOR, NU3IT AND 10 
PACK SCREWDRIVER

	■ REGENT CINEMA, 
MURWILLUMBAH, 4PM AKMAL 
SALEH

	■ MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES CLUB 
6PM DAVE CAVANAGH

	■ KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 1PM 
SUNSET GROOVE

	■ SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 5PM MILO 
GREEN

	■ SALT & STONE, FINGAL HEAD, 7PM 
LUCY GALLANT

	■ CLUB TWEED 7.30PM FORTUNATE 
SONS

	■ MO’S DESERT CLUBHOUSE, 
GOLD COAST, 12PM MOTHER 
MAGNETIC

SUNDAY 5
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 4.30PM 

EPIC

	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
5PM DAN HANNAFORD + VINYL 
SUNDAYS FT MONSIEUR DROP

	■ THE PARK HOTEL, SUFFOLK PARK, 
5.30PM LUKE BENNETT

	■ HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4PM ROUND 
MOUNTAIN GIRLS

	■ BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 6PM BRUNS DOES 
WINTER BURLESQUE

	■ OCEAN SHORES COUNTRY CLUB 
1PM GEORGE SMILOVICI

	■ MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 3PM 
OPEN MIC WITH THE SWAMP 
CATS

	■ WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 3PM JAM

	■ BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 1PM 
GRAVITY’S GUMBO

	■ STOKERS SIDING HALL 3PM 
MULLUMBIMBY FOLK 
ORCHESTRA

	■ BALLINA RSL 2.30PM BALLINA 
BLUES CLUB FEAT DARREN JACK

	■ LISMORE SHOWGROUNDS 10AM 
LISAMORE!

	■ CUDGEN SURF CLUB, KINGSCLIFF, 
3PM X-PORT

	■ CLUB TWEED 1PM MR JOHN + 
TOM ROBERTS

	■ MO’S DESERT CLUBHOUSE, GOLD 
COAST, 12PM ALAN FLETCHER & 
JENNIFER HANSEN, 6PM DIRTY 
HARRY

MONDAY 6
	■ CASA LUNA, BYRON BAY, 6PM 

HUSH POETRY

	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
LACHIE DWYER + DUELLING 
PIANO BAR

TUESDAY 7
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 7PM 

JON J BRADLEY

	■ BYRON THEATRE 6.30PM 19TH 
ARAKWAL NAIDOC WEEK SHORT 
FILMS SCREENING

	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
MARSHAL OKELL + DUELLING 
PIANO BAR

	■ BALLINA RSL 2PM TAY TAY 
TRIBUTE SHOW

WEDNESDAY 8
	■ BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 

HOUSE 7PM KIRSTY WEBECK: 
LOST FOR WORDS

	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 6PM 
J.R.HIGGINS + DUELLING PIANO 
BAR

	■ THE PADDOCK PROJECT, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM CURRY JAM

	■ OTTILIES, MULLUMBIMBY, 6PM 
MONDO JAZZ CATS

	■ REGENT CINEMA, 
MURWILLUMBAH, 6PM SUSY 
HULL AND THE SHY GUYS + 
MARY MAX AND THE JAZZ 
TRADES COLLECTIVEFOR ALL SESSIONS TO THE SPANISH & LATIN AMERICAN FILM FESTIVAL, PLEASE VISIT SPANISHFILMFESTIVAL.COM 6686 9600 BALLINA FAIR • 6680 8555 BYRON BAYSCAN TO BOOK ONLINE

SPECIAL SCREENINGS
A CLOCKWORK ORANGE (R18+)

Mon: 6:30PM – Cult Vault

OPERA DI ROMA: LOHENGRIN (CTC)

Sun: 1:00PM. Wed: 11:00AM

THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA DOUBLE 
FEATURE (M)

Sun: 2:00PM

THE INVITE (MA15+)

Fri: 6:30PM – Movie Club Preview

FAMILY FILMS
CATS IN THE MUSEUM 2: TREASURES 
OF EGYPT (PG) NFT

Daily: 11:00AM, 1:00PM

MINIONS & MONSTERS (PG)

Daily: 10:40AM, 12:40PM, 2:40PM, 
4:10PM, 6:10PM

MOANA (PG) STARTS WEDNESDAY

Wed: 11:15AM, 1:10PM, 3:00PM, 
6:10PM, 7:15PM

TOY STORY 5 (G)

Thurs, Sun, Mon, Tues: 10:30AM, 
12:45PM, 2:00PM, 3:00PM, 5:15PM,
6:15PM, 7:15PM. Fri: 10:30AM, 

12:45PM, 2:00PM, 3:00PM, 5:15PM, 
7:15PM. Sat: 10:30AM, 12:45PM, 
2:00PM, 3:00PM, 5:15PM, 6:15PM, 
7:45PM. Wed: 10:30AM, 12:45PM, 
2:00PM, 3:00PM, 5:15PM, 6:15PM

ALL FILMS
BACKROOMS (M)

Daily: 8:20PM

DISCLOSURE DAY (M)

Daily except Wed: 11:00AM, 2:50PM, 
4:40PM, 7:30PM. Wed: 2:50PM, 
4:40PM, 7:30PM

GLENROTHAN (M)

Daily except Sun, Wed: 11:10AM, 
12:45PM. Sun: 10:50AM, 12:45PM. 
Wed: 12:45PM

JACKASS: BEST AND LAST (CTC) NFT

Thurs, Fri, Mon, Tues: 12:50PM, 
3:00PM, 5:00PM, 7:00PM, 8:10PM. 
Sat, Sun: 3:00PM, 5:00PM, 7:00PM, 
8:10PM. Wed: 12:50PM, 5:30PM, 
7:30PM, 8:10PM

LEVITICUS (MA15+)

Daily except Fri, Mon: 8:30PM 

MICHAEL (PG)

Daily: 10:30AM, 3:30PM, 5:45PM

OBSESSION (MA15+)

Daily except Sat, Sun: 5:00PM, 
8:30PM. Sat: 5:30PM, 8:30PM. Sun: 
8:30PM

SUPERGIRL (M)

Daily except Wed: 1:10PM, 7:30PM. 
Wed: 7:30PM

THE CHRISTOPHERS (MA15+)

Daily except Sat, Sun: 2:50PM. Sat: 
3:20PM

THE DEATH OF ROBIN HOOD (MA15+)

Daily except Sun, Wed: 1:15PM

THE MUSICIANS (PG)

Daily: 10:40AM

THE SHEEP DETECTIVES (PG)

Daily: 10:30AM

TUNER (MA15+)

Thurs, Fri, Sat, Tues: 3:45PM, 6:10PM. 
Sun: 6:10PM. Mon, Wed: 3:45PM

PALACE BYRON BAY  

DISCLOSURE DAY (M)

Daily except Wed: 4:30PM, 7:00PM. 
Wed: 4:30PM

JACKASS: BEST AND LAST (CTC) NFT

Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun: 2:40PM, 7:30PM. 
Mon, Tues: 12:15PM, 2:40PM, 
7:30PM. Wed: 7:30PM

MINIONS & MONSTERS (PG)

Daily except Wed: 10:00AM, 
12:30PM, 2:30PM. Wed: 10:00AM, 
12:40PM, 2:30PM

MOANA (PG) STARTS WEDNESDAY

Wed: 10:15AM, 12:00PM, 2:40PM, 
7:00PM

OBSESSION (MA15+)

Daily: 7:15PM

SUPERGIRL (M)

Daily except Fri, Wed: 10:10AM, 
4:30PM. Fri, Wed: 4:30PM

TOY STORY 5 (G)

Daily: 9:45AM, 12:00PM, 2:15PM, 
5:00PM

BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS

SESSION TIMES
THURSDAY JULY 2 

TO WEDNESDAY JULY 8

STARTS WEDNESDAY

NOW SHOWING
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Classifieds

 PUBLIC NOTICES
Notice of Praecipe 

For the record Ayla Constance 
Eldridge(c) of Stokers Siding, New 

South Wales is permanently domiciled 
on the Land and Soil of Terra Australis. I 

am not a voluntary transactor in 
commerce, and the paramount security 
interest holder of all estates, property, 
assets and collateral, both registered 
and unregistered, and all associated 
copyright protected trade names. My 
lawful Reconveyance to the Land and 
Soil jurisdiction of Terra Australis, was 

recorded with Public Recording Number 
RPP44 63900 05100 46678 76600 on 
Proclamation Date June 26th 2026. All 

usufruct subjugation ties have been 
severed with the occupying corporate 

government of Australia. The corporate 
Australian kakistocracy and its affiliates 
are instructed to immediately cease and 

desist misaddressing Ayla Constance 
Eldridge(c)  in fraudulent debased Dog-
Latin, GLOSSA and to cease and desist 

infringing on my estate, property, 
assets, collateral and copyright 

protected trade names.

Notice of Praecipe 
For the record Aaron Timothy Peter 
Andrews(c) of Stokers Siding, New 

South Wales is permanently domiciled 
on the Land and Soil of Terra Australis. I 

am not a voluntary transactor in 
commerce, and the paramount security 
interest holder of all estates, property, 
assets and collateral, both registered 
and unregistered, and all associated 
copyright protected trade names. My 
lawful Reconveyance to the Land and 
Soil jurisdiction of Terra Australis, was 

recorded with Public Recording Number 
RPP44 63900 05100 46678 77607 on 
Proclamation Date June 26th 2026. All 

usufruct subjugation ties have been 
severed with the occupying corporate 

government of Australia. The corporate 
Australian kakistocracy and its affiliates 
are instructed to immediately cease and 

desist misaddressing Aaron Timothy 
Peter Andrews(c)  in fraudulent debased 

Dog-Latin, GLOSSA and to cease and 
desist infringing on my estate, property, 

assets, collateral and copyright 
protected trade names.

WHERE TO GET THE ECHO  
If you live in Newrybar, Lennox Head or 
Ballina, but outside our current home 

delivery area, you can pick up an Echo 
from many locations, including: 

Newrybar Providore Newrybar; Richies 
IGA Ballina, Ballina RSL, One Stop 
Shop Ballina, Ballina Golf Club East 

Ballina, Brighton St Takeaway near the 
Shawsy, Seagrass Lennox, Lennox pub 

drive-through, Station St Grocer Lennox

HEALTH

HAWAIIAN MASSAGE   
Ocean Shores, Michaela, 0416332886

‘CRUNCHY’ SPIRULINA available again in 
Aust, as well as powder and capsules. 
www.spirulinaplanet.com 0498327481

KINESIOLOGY 
Clear subconscious sabotages. 
Reprogram patterns and beliefs. 

Restore vibrancy and  
physical health. De-stress. 

0403125506 
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

HYPNOSIS & EFT 
Simple and effective solutions. 

Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma. 
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

HYPNOSIS & NLP 
Over 30 years of experience 

WendyPurdey.com. Ph 0497 090 233

TRADEWORK

TREE SERVICES
LEAF IT TO US - Tree Care Specialists 
Local, qualified, insured, free quotes.  

Big to small we enjoy it all - 
0402487213

FOR SALE
ELECTRIC BIKE E-Rider Model 7D, as new, 
<1000k, serviced $600. 0437825594

CARPET (New, offcut) Acacia Hill 2970 x 
2460mm $160. Ph 0437825594

WANTED
TREE FERNS  

Any shape, size. Royalties paid. 
Ongoing supply needed. 0414904396

LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop 
crap! Matt 0401955052

GARAGE SALES

SISTERS OF SALVAGE  
Pop Up Shop  

Sat 4 July not before 8am  
Vintage, designer, mens and womens 

clothes + bric-a-brac 
43 Fingal Street Brunswick Heads.

BUSINESS FOR SALE
VIBRANT Byron-based mobile juice stall 
est. 1985. Four perm. monthly community 
markets (3 LGA permits) + extra events, 
secure trailer, modern equipment, reliable 
customers ~$50K. Ph 0431284741

TO LET

LOCAL REMOVAL 
& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly,  

with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

WANTED TO RENT
SEEKING self-cont studio/flat for 

mindful conscious-living woman. Exc 
refs, n/s, d/f, quiet tenant. Around 

$430/wk, O. Shores, Bruns or Mullum. 
66854196 Pls leave msg and number.

TO LEASE
OFFICE/WORKSPACE 42sqm $402pw 
Billinudgel. Ph Lifestyle Group 66851206

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

POSITIONS VACANT
LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Work 
available in busy adult parlour. Travellers 
welcome. 66816038 for details.

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED 
Flexible work hours – perfect 2nd income 
Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

WORK WANTED
WORDPRESS WEBSITE CREATION 
Fair rates info@wordpressit.com.au

BIRTHDAYS

PETS
PET SITTER AVAILABLE  

Kind, confident animal carer available 
for your four-legged fur baby.  

References available. 
Call Pawla on 0415340744

OUR LOCAL ANIMAL SHELTERS 
HAVE CATS AND DOGS IN NEED 

OF LOVING HOMES:
awlnsw.com.au

petsforlifeanimalshelter.net
friendsofthepound.com

whogivesacluck.org
nras.org.au

byrondogrescue.org

ONLY ADULTS
Need proper erotic relaxation?  

TANTRIC MASSAGE 
Men, Women, Couples. Ph 0480779325

BALLINA EXCLUSIVE  
34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late. 

In & Out Calls. 66816038. 
 Ladies wanted 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter! 

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP 
Large variety of toys and lingerie 

6/6 Tasman Way, A&I Est, Byron Bay  
0416 899 048

SOCIAL ESCORTS
LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available 
for your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself. 
In-house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

DISCLAIMER
Advertisements placed in The Byron 

Shire Echo do not reflect the views or 
opinions of the editorial staff. 

The Byron Shire Echo does not make 
any representations as to the accuracy 

or suitability of any content or 
information contained in advertising 

material nor does publication constitute 
in any way an endorsement by The 
Byron Shire Echo of the content or 
representations contained therein. 

The Byron Shire Echo does not accept 
any liability for the representations or 
promises made in paid advertisements 
or for any loss or damage arising from 

reliance on such content, 
representations or promises.

ECHO CLASSIFIEDS – 6684 1777
CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS
PHONE ADS
Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777
AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE
Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo o�  ce:

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby
EMAIL ADS
Display (box ads) and line classi� eds, email: 
classifi eds@echo.net.au 
Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to 
Friday, 9am–5pm. Ads can’t be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

DEADLINE TUES 12PM
Publication day is Wednesday, booking 
deadlines are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT
LINE ADS:
$17.00 for the fi rst two lines 
$5.00 for each extra line 
$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

DISPLAY ADS (with a border): 
$14 per column centimetre
These prices include GST.
Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.

Another original Bay 
character laid to rest.

Memorial gathering 
for family and friends 
at the Byron Bay RSL, 

Saturday 4th July 1pm.

Justice Haldane 
Hankin (Hal)

1929-2026

Guardian Funerals
Ballina 02 6686 7036

Bobby Burt
29 Jan 1947 – 24 June 2026 

Formerly of Suffolk Park.  Late 
of Ballina. Dearly loved husband 

of Pauline (dec).  Known 
identity of Byron Bay as a Baker.  

Friend to many.
Relatives and friends are 

invited to attend a celebration 
of Bobby’s life to be held at 
Rainbow Chapel, Rainbow 

Avenue, West Ballina on Friday 
10, July 2026, commencing at 

2 pm.  Please refer to Guardian 
Funerals Ballina website 
(Upcoming Funerals) for 

livestream link.  
After the service a private 
cremation will take place.

Valarie “Val” 
Timms

12th May 1932 – 25th June 2026

Brunswick Valley
FUNERALS
6684 6232

Val passed away peacefully at Tweed 
Valley Hospital closing the curtains on a 
full and beautiful life.

Dearly loved wife of Howard (dec.) 
Loving mother & Mother-in-Law of Chris & Junko, Terry & 
Debbie, Laurie & Helen, Lindy & Mark, David & Lynley.

Granny Val to 10 precious grandchildren, Amber, Jasmine, Ryan, 
Kentaro, Kelsey, Hilary, Angus, Alex, Duncan & Locky.  
Great Grandma to 15 beautiful Great Grandchildren. 

Family and friends are warmly invited to celebrate Val’s life at 
Uniting Church Mullumbimby at 10.30am on Monday 13 July. 

Followed by private family internment service at Mullumbimby 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers the family request that you donate to 
Westpac Rescue Helicopter Service  
www.rescuehelicopter.com.au/you-can-help/in-memoriam

FUNERAL NOTICES

AFRO/CARIBBEAN FOLK 
WOMEN’S DANCE CLASS 
Explore movement, 
rhythm & storytelling 
through dance. 
Thurs, 23 juillet · 4-6pm  
Tintenbar Hall
Text Ray 0492 010 772

Body Based
Psychotherapy

Somatic Practice

Julie Wells
 
Anne Goslett 
  (nee Mannix)

 Dip.Som.Psych, Clinical PACFA Reg.
Individual and Couple Therapy 

Supervision and Coaching
(02) 6685 5185 

9 Fletcher St, Byron Bay

Somatic Practice Body Based Psychotherapy
  Julie Wells  Dip. Som. Psych. Clinical PACFA Reg.   

Individual and Couple Therapy  Supervision and Coaching  
Facilitations Pty. Ltd. Ph:  02 6685 5185

Mobile:  0401 277 688

Supporting humans of all ages
to thrive.

0413 003 301
www.katemessengerkinesiology.com.au

Stress, sleep, learning, behaviour,
posture, muscles, healthy emotions,

trauma release & more...

Septic Waste Removal
Summerland
Environmental
The Liquid Waste Specialists!
 • Septic tank cleaning
 • Grease trap servicing
 • Oily Liquids
 • Portable toilet hire
 • 24 hour service

6687 2880

Volunteer with 
Community 

Transport
Make a difference  
in someone’s day

Byron Bay & Surrounding AreasByron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 31406681 3140
Mobile 0417 698 227Mobile 0417 698 227

• Arborist • 15” Wood • Arborist • 15” Wood 
Chipper • Stump Grinder  Chipper • Stump Grinder  

• Fully Insured• Fully Insured

0427 347 380
Fully insured • Free quotes

20 years local experience
• 19 inch chipper • Stump grinding 

• Cherry picker • Crane truck • Bob Cat 

Tip Runs &
Rubbish  
Removal

0408 210 772

Want to volunteer?
Volunteers are the heart 

of our community.
Your time, energy and 

dedication help shape a 
more connected, vibrant 

and caring Byron.
We simply couldn’t do  

it without you!
02 6685 6807

volunteers@byroncentre.com.au

Become a 
volunteer!

For more info or  
to register

0421 244 640
brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au

Mullumbimby & District 
Neighbourhood Centre
Connecting the Byron Shire Community

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED

- Kitchen Hands -
- Retail Assistants -

- Drivers and Co-driver - 
- Community Support 

Assistants -
MDNC is in need of dedicated 
volunteers to be part of a big 

loving family.  
All skill sets welcome.

Contact Sylvia -  
Volunteer Coordinator 

Mon-Fri

6684 1286

We love you, The Echo Crew
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ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS 
BYRON BOOKKEEPING BAS, Payroll, AR/AP, Xero, QB, MYOB.......................................0415 639548

BOOKKEEPER Reg BAS provider, payroll, A/P, A/R. Xero & MYOB. Local, reliable..........0410 206627

BLOOMING BOOKKEEPING and BAS Agent................................................... Ph Leah 0434 121077

ACUPUNCTURE 
ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis..............................................0490 022183

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

Mullumbimby 
Refrigeration & 
Airconditioning 
Services

– Sales – Installation – Repairs  
– All Commercial Refrigeration  
–  Residential & Commercial 

Airconditioning 
– Coolroom Design & Construction  
– Freezer Rooms

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby   
Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492 6684 2783

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 36+ years exp. Lic 178464C AU30147.......................0422 291433

ARTISAN AIR Airconditioning and refrigeration. ............................................................... 66809394

SKIP AIR: Airconditioning installation, servicing, repairs. Free quotes. 5-star rated......0406 485187

ARCHITECTS
OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au..........................................0412 251392

AUTOMOTIVE

6684 5296

WE PAY FOR
UNWANTED CARS

Free metal drop off
Locally owned

$50–$1500

CAR BODY REMOVAL
ABSOLUTELY FREE

CASH ON THE SPOT GUARANTEE

$50 – $1000
WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES & VANS

PHONE 0466 113 333 24/7
EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au

BARBER SHOPS 
PENSIONERS/KIDS FROM $25 – ADULTS FROM $30: 6 Brunswick Tce Mullum......0421 679015

BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS

CURTAINS 

SUNSCREENS 

AWNINGS  
ROLL BLINDS 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

LOCAL    SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM 

1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay 

66668800  88886622
FFRREEEE  MMEEAASSUURREE  QQUUOOTTEE  
oonn  oouurr  ccoommpplleettee  rraannggee  ooff  

iinntteerriioorr  &&  eexxtteerriioorr    
wwiinnddooww  ttrreeaattmmeennttss  

SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION 

www.blinddesignbyronbay.com.au 
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B L I N D S    S H U T T E R S    A W N I N G S    C U R T A I N S

BRICKLAYING

WALLFIX
REMEDIAL

• 20 years’ experience in lintel replacement
• Crack stitching installation • Repointing
• Retaining walls and all damaged brickwork
Call: 0403 141 760 • Email: wallfixremedial@gmail.com  

www.wallfixremedial.com.au
Servicing the Northern Rivers

Lic no. 292267C Master Builder No. 3029326

BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors. Lic 291958C. Phone Mark.........................................0409 444268 

BUILDING TRADES
• DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable 

market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

Structural – Landscaping
Fencing – Composite Decking
Hardwood – Pine – Hardware

B&B Timbers
66867911

110 Teven Road, Ballina
New logo - Same quality & service

sales@bbtimbers.com.au            www.bbtimbers.com.au

BUILDER – JOHN MCGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C........... 0415 793242

HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C................................................0432 565060

FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C.......................... 66808162 

CARPENTER / JOINER 30 years experience. Prompt efficient service. Fully insured. Other licensed trades 

avail, incl plastering/painting etc. 24/7 Emergency 4WD call-out avail. Lic 43794C.........0423 500693

BUILDER Extensions, maintenance, new homes, insurance, landscaping Lic19953Q........ 0403 458177

SEA LION BUILDERS: All Building Works / Maintenance Lic #243734C.....................Ph 0407 351720 

VIDLER BUILT decks, extensions, bathrooms, kitchens, timber fencing Lic 304237c........0413 502281 

BUILDER very exp. All aspects: comm/residential + bthrm/ktchn renos Lic348357c.......0483 279644

BUSH REGENERATION & WEED CONTROL

Qualified service  
Weed treatment 
Native forest recovery 
Camphor culling

0431 636 608

Bush Regeneration

regen@reforestnow.org.au

THE GREEN WAVE: native reforestation and weed management........................ (John) 0491 117656

CARPENTRY & JOINERY  

LOCAL CARPENTER small, medium or large jobs. Lic 207899c................................Ph 0431 048856

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Reliable. 20 years exp...............................0437 202050

BYRON BAY CARPENTRY & CONSTR. Decks, kitchen, bath, laundry. Lic 337421c........0432 549082

PARRY’S CARPENTRY - Decks, Pergolas, Repairs, Renovations. Licence 491263C. ..Ph 0478 429767

CLEANING

Services List
(Low Pressure Softwashing)
Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings, 
Solar panels, Retaining walls 
Driveways, Paths, Pavers,  
Fences, Decks, Patios,  
Pool areas.

Locally owned and Operated
Residential and Commercial

No job too big or small
Obligation free quote

Fully insured

0426 119 550      info@nraquapressurecleaning.com.au      ABN: 47576013867

AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING

Byron Bay 5 Stars
CLEANING SERVICE

CLEANS: Holiday, Residential, Bond, Commercial, Spring.

Phone Mick 0409 009 024
Email: mickbhl@gmail.com

PRESSURE CLEANING
HOT WATER

ROOF CLEANING & PAINTING • DECK RESTORATION

0455 573 554Fr� quote
FCRTEAM.AUCall or scan today

BETTY’S CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES............................................... Text 0476 984649

PRESSURE WASH IT WASHING !!! .................................................... Text YOKO 0475040733 

COMPUTER SERVICES

One-on-one, patient, experienced 
teacher offering digital support for 
seniors needing help with phones, 

laptops and computers.

Phone or email: 0420 235 624  
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

FLASH COMPUTERS Mac & PC. Affordable & helpful. 77 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby..02 66844124

CONCRETING & PAVING

SALISBURY 
CONCRETING  

Li
c.

13
67

17
c

Over 30 yrs’ local experience. 
All forms of concreting. 
Residential • Civil • Industrial 

DARYL 0418 234 302

SHAKA CONCRETING Driveways, sheds, slabs, p/ways, patios. Insured & Lic#391742C.....0402 728207

MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com.......................................0402 613638

DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS
BYRON BAY FLOOR SANDING by Chris Wallace. Quality assured. Best prices................0408 536565

DECK REFINISHING EVANS HEAD Customer satisfaction guaranteed..........................0413 786879

FCR DECK SANDING, OILING Local, 12 years exp. 190x5-star reviews. Free quotes ... 0419 789600

ECHO SERVICE DIRECTORY 
RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE 
Deadline: For additions and changes is 12pm Friday
Line ads: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid

Display ads: $70 per week for colour display ad.  
Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid.  

Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high.  
New ads will be placed at end of section.

Contact:  6684 1777  or  adcopy@echo.net.au
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Service Directory
DESIGN & DRAFTING

MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com.......................................0402 613638

HOLM STUDIO architectural drafting & planning services. holmstudio.com.au............0488 216555

LIGHT SPACE DESIGN Interiors + building design. lightspacedesign.com.au...............0421 276996

DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

East Coast Asphalt
ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT 

& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859
SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF 

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

MC2 RURAL Earthmoving, mulching, camphor/weeds, property maintenance............ 0427 900701

EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

TINY EARTHWOR
Philip Toovey 

0409 799 909
various implements available for limited access projects

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS 
• DRAINAGE DESIGN • DRIVEWAYS • PADS • WATERWAYS 

• ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344 939      www.360earth.com.au

5T Excavator & Skidsteer
8 Tonne Tipper
Attachments: 

Rock Grabber, Auger 
350/450, Compactor

Drainage Consultation & Installation
Landscaping Install & Supply
Retaining & Rockwalls
Bulk & Green Waste Removal
All Earthworks Requirements

BEN - 0499 985 555  License 479630C. Fully Insured. 

Greg Southern - Operating in Byron Shire since 1982 
Earthmoving & Excavations, general earthworks, land 

management, pre-build works, drainage issues, driveway 
needs fixing - Plant List: 4WD tipper, 9T Excavator + Mulcher 
& rock hammer, 5.5 T Excavator & Attachments, 100Hp Posi-

track  & Slasher, wheeled 75 Hp Bobcat, Roller.  
Give Greg a call - 0427 788 773 - byronbayexcavations.com

NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr..0402 716857

ANDREW FLANAGAN CONCRETING & EXCAVATION Lic 310498C................................0401 968173

ELECTRICIANS

0439 624 945  AH 02 6680 4173
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

ALL JOBS: SMALL 
OR LARGE

Lic: 154293c

E4 Electrical Services
Electrical Services for Byron Shire 
• Commercial/Industrial & Domestic 

• Power, Lighting, Networks & Starlink
• Security & Home Automation Solutions

jphipps@e4electrical.com.au
0410 502 060   

Reliable & Responsive |  All Size Jobs | # 116612C 

JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data, TV, TV Antennas. Lic 133082C.....0432 289705

BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small....0422 136408

JIM LABELLE ELECTRICAL O.Shores, Mullum, Byron, Bruns. Lic 176417C........................0415 126028 

ATLEE ELECTRICAL Lennox/Ballina/Byron. All jobs Lic125138C........................................ 0499 456558

TOPAZ ELECTRICAL. All electrical work. Reliable. Lic No. 461605C.............................  Ph 0421 707380

FENCING
BYRON & BEYOND FENCING. Any fence, any time, prompt quotes...... 0439 162 069 or 66802393

EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. ...................................................0432 107262

FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable........0416 424256

TOM’S FARM MAINTENANCE Fencing, orchards, cattle work. Experienced & reliable..0412 860132

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING
THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

•  Ons i te  waste  co l lect ion
•  Mower  t ransport

•  Goods  and mater ia l  t ransport

MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter.................0423 756394

GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured..66841778 or 0405 922839

A-Z Garden maintenance, acreage, gutters, rubbish removal, tip runs, top jobs...................0405 625697

LEAF IT TO US Tree care specialists & acreage mowing...................................................0402 487213

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m3 trailer..............................................................0408 210772

RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging..........0424 805660

GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael..........................0497 842442

BLADE RUNNER ACREAGE MOWING Local, reliable.....................................................0428 856687  

BRUSH–CUTTING Whipersnip, clearing saw, light chain saw.................................Rob 0455 587425

NORTHERN RIVERS SLASHING & LANDCARE.......................................... Call Keni on 0417 509299

GW MOWING Ride-on /acreage. Tip runs...............................................Call George on 0408 244820

GROWING WELL gardens residential lawns, hedging and design. 20 years experience ..0413 459545

THE GREEN WAVE: Eco property and garden care ............................................... (John) 0491 117656

COAST & COUNTRY Acreage mowing, prop. maintenance, prof. reliable service....  Mike 0413 812582

GAS FITTERS, SUPPLIERS & SERVICING

Free Delivery
No Rental
Reliable

www.brunswickvalleygas.com  •  0408 760 609

Locally Owned
No Rental Fees

Servicing your area
Free Call: 1300  727 013

Email: swapabottle@bigpond.com

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Graphic Design 
SERVICES

0403 761 559

Stationery + Weddings + Events
Business + Branding + Logos
Presentations + Advertising
Social Media + Marketing
Poems + Illustrations 

www.edwardroseandlucia.comPLEASE VISIT THE WEBSITE.

GUTTERING

Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.
www.spotlessgutters.com.au

0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 94 239 089 086

✔ Gutter guard
✔ Gutter cleaning
✔ Locally owned
✔ Fully insured
✔ Free quotes

HANDYPERSONS
HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, welding.......................................... 66884324 or 0476 600956
AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne................................0423 218417
ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark..........0402 281638
A HANDY GUY All trades & small construction. Bruns, Ocean, SGB & Mullum................0411 858201
PFM HANDYWORKS Repairs, pressure cleaning, maintenance.......................Call Aari 0484 729139
HOME MAINTENANCE Carpentry, painting, repairs, gardens, jet washing. Insured......0434 705506
HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling......... Michael 0421 896796
ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Friendly, reliable. 20 years exp...................0437 202050
AW WOODWORK  Furniture, kitchens, carpentry, handyman services. Call Adam.........0455 813965
HANDYMAN 40 years experience in the building game. Call Paul..................................0422 017072
ALL ASPECTS handyman and maintenance work. Free quotes......................................0413 289443

HEALTH
ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne............................................ 66857366
MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations............... 66843002
AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen – Om Healing...............................0422 387370

HYPNOTHERAPY
MOONLIGHT HYPNOTHERAPY QHHT, RTT for clarity, healing, insight, purpose. Teresa.0422 179941

 LANDSCAPING 

Swim Ponds, Landscaping, 
Water Features, Earth Moving

0448 401 638 

Landscaping, Vegetation Control & Earthworks
• General Landscaping • Vegetation Control

• Excavations & Civil Residential

Call Paul 0403 316 711  gracewoodlandscapes.com.au  Lic 474317C

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic 277154C...............................................0423 700853

LOCKSMITH
Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair........0412 764148

PAINTING
HOUSEHOLD PAINTING inside/out. Northern Rivers - 10 years exp..............................0488 278220

PEST CONTROL

Book our Termite Inspection & Pest Control package this winter and 
receive 10% off. Protect your home and save money with this limited-

time offer! Contact us today to schedule your appointment.

Phone 02 6685 4490 • Email: service@sanctuarypest.com.au

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL................................................................................. 66842018 
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PHOTOGRAPHY

Tree Faerie Fotos
Professional • Commercial • Personal

www.treefaeriefotos.com • 0417 427 518

30+ years experience in commercial 
photography and photojournalism

PHYSIOTHERAPY
OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics,  

shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman...................................................... 66803499

EWINGSDALE PHYSIO Matrix Therapy, all ages, massage, home visit. Renata..............0437 647137

PELVIC FLOOR PHYSIOTHERAPY Bangalow Mon & Wed. Lisa Fitzpatrick....................0422 993141

PICTURE FRAMING
MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in Ocean Shores...................................0403 734791

PLASTERING
PLASTERER, TRADE QUALIFIED repairs, renovations, cornices, quality assured. .Kurt 0431 015414

CAPE BYRON PLASTERING. Gyprock/Venetian. 27 yrs exp, free quotes, lic + insured..0402 538155

PLASTERING cornices, partition walls, water damage repairs etc Guaranteed quality. 0413 338203

PLUMBERS

Taking on work NOW!
0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com

Ben The Plumber
    Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores, 

  Brunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds
30 years’ experience  Lic: 321191C

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t and 3m tipper truck

 Blocked drain specialist

  12 month guarantee 
on most jobs

  Fully insured

Drain clearing, inspections and repairs.
Reliable family owned and operated 

local business with 30 years plumbing 
experience and the latest technology. 

Phone James  0429 888 683 Lic 378040C

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C.....0419 019035

BRAD EVELEIGH PLUMBING based in Ocean Shores, no job too small. Lic 257153C.........0438 140075

DAVE SPARKES Plumber Byron based, call out $110 incl. first hour. Lic209669C..............0418 167074

REMOVALISTS

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO
From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth 

Just give us a ring
• Freight services to Brisbane weekly 

• Carriers of fine art • Furniture removal 
• E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646

LEAPFROG REMOVALS
BYRON BAY’S LOCAL REMOVALIST  
MOVING THE SHIRE FOR OVER 10 YEARS

0432 334 200  02 6680 8170
leapfrogremovals@yahoo.com.au

• Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne • Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne 
• North Qld • Country • Interstate • North Qld • Country • Interstate • • LOCALLOCAL

02 6684 2198  queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au

BENNY CAN MOVE IT!..................................................................................................0402 199999

RYAN’S MINI MOVES....................................................................................................0406 657 755

RENDERING
RENDERING / SOLID PLASTERING 25 years experience. Free quotes............. Ph John 0406 673176 

ROOFING
FCR ROOF PAINTING Local, 12 yrs exp, best paints avail, 190x5-star reviews. Free quotes.0419 789600

Metal Roofing & Guttering Experts
Serving from Ballina to Gold Coast.

- A Lifetime Warranty on Workmanship
- Double Satisfaction Checks
- Spotless Work Sites, Every Time

admin@oceanbluepr.com.au 
0429 909 433
www.oceanbluepr.com.au License # QBCC: 15327621  NSW: 381929C

Gutters
Downpipes

Roof repairs
Replacements

BLUE SKY ROOFING NSW

Lic No. 304784C0450 659 114

RUBBISH REMOVAL
OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip specialists .......................................... 0412 161564 or 66841232
TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m3 trailer.................................................................0408 210772
TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 7m3 trailer. Prompt, reliable service.........................0413 289443
BYRON SHIRE Rubbish and furniture removals. ................................................. 0415 139308

SELF STORAGE
BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE................................................................................................ 66858349 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C.. 0407 439805

SOLAR INSTALLATION

0428 320 262   sunbeamsolar.com.au
team@sunbeamsolar.com.au

Serving Northern NSW since 1998

Your local, qualified team
Specialists in standalone and grid interact system designs

TELEVISION SERVICES
DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas........... 66843575 or 0414 922786
INSTALL SERVICE: TV, Wi-Fi, AV, special pensioner/concession rate. ............ Damian 0414 741233

TILING
WALL & FLOOR TILER/WATERPROOFER/STONEMASON Lic 24418C. ............Ph Karl 0439 232434
AJ’s TILING all aspects. Bathrooms, kitchens, walls, floors, waterproofing. Lic 239988C...0416 345202

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

arrive@ byronbuscompany.com.au 0490 183 424

Airport Transfers | Tours | Nights Out | Beach Walks
Events | Parties | Weddings | Corporate | Festivals

Door to Door 
Charter Services

BYRON
BUS Co-

Get a Quick Quote Now 

88 

TREE SERVICES

CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES
The Fully Insured Professionals

Mark Linder Qualified Arborist
0408 202 184  

choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

•  Stump Grinding  •  Bobcat  •  Cherrypicker  
• Crane Truck  •  18" Chipper
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• 20 years local knowledge and experience • Fully insured / free quotes 
• 19 inch chipper • Bobcat • Cherry picker • Crane truck

www.harttreeservices.com.au

0427 347 380

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING

ALL AREAS OF  
THE NORTHERN RIVERS & 
SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND

0401 208 797

•  Professional Tree Removal, 
Surgery & Maintenance
• Stump Grinding 
• Weed Control
•  Arborist Reporting & Consultancy
• EWP Cherry Picker Hire
• Mulching of Green Waste
• 24 Hour Emergency Call-Out
• Professional, Reliable Service

0435 019 524

Martino 
TREE SERVICES
Byron Bay & Beyond

TREE CARE SPECIALISTS
• 4×4 truck with 
   19” chipper
• Qualified 
    local arborists
• 120 ★★★★★ 
   Google reviews 0402 487 213

• Local • Reliable 
• Insured

leafittous.com.au  •  kascha@leafittous.com.au

17 Years Experience as an Arborist 
Experienced crew ready to go.

Free Quotes | Insured | Amenity Tree Pruning 
Removals | Chipping | Block Clearing 

Council DA Assistance if required 

Call Sam 0456 044602

BYRON TREE SERVICES AQF Level 5 consulting arborist, insured....................... Call Alex 0402 364852
LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes........0402 487213
LOCAL TREE GUYS 15m crane truck. 18 inch chipper. Bobcat.............................. Jason 0488 489159
OUT ON A LIMB TREE SERVICES Lucas Holland qualified arborist..........................Luc 0402 191316

UPHOLSTERY
BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists.............................. 66805255

 VALUERS
BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers............. 0431 245460 or 66857010

VETERINARY SURGEONS
MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Wills, Heidi Jenal. After hours avail............... 66843818
NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer.................................................. 66840735

 WATER FILTERS

for home, commercial 
and rural properties

6680 8200 or  
0418 108 181

The Water Filter Experts

WEB DESIGN SERVICES
NEED A WEBSITE? We build fast, affordable, tailored websites for your needs. Contact us today - 

info@websitesbywednesday.com.au | www.websitesbywednesday.com.au.................0468 345742

WELDING
WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless...0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS
CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David..............................................0421 906460

NO STREAKS ATTACHED Local, experienced, friendly, insured.......................................0431 398358

WINDOW TINTING
SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price..........................0434 875009

SUNRISE window tinting, mobile Byron+ N. Rivers. Cars, homes, offices, etc...............0412 158478



www.echo.net.au July 1, 2026   The Byron Shire Echo   35

Property Insider www.echo.net.au/echo–property

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au 

millerrealestate.com.au

An original, beautifully restored farmhouse positioned above Eltham 

42 JOHNSTON ROAD, ELTHAM

Price Guide: $1,750,000

Next Open: Thu 9th July, 12:30pm-1:00pm
      5           3            4 1.175ha

Not only does The Echo 
have fantastic 

circulation and 
distribution figures, 
it also has the most 

attractive, interesting 
and talented readers.

Telling it like we  
think it is since 1986.

Did you know?

An architectural sanctuary above the Pacific 
– 3 Merri Avenue, Ocean Shores 
Start your day in architectural serenity, coffee 
in hand, as migrating whales drift across 
the Pacific horizon and the morning light 
settles over the coastline. Set high above 
the landscape on an impressive 1,081m² 
holding, this architecturally designed coastal 
residence captures uninterrupted ocean 
vistas stretching all the way to the iconic 
Cape Byron Lighthouse.

Conceived by the acclaimed Sacred Space 
Architecture, the home is a masterclass 
in contemporary coastal design, where 
form, light and landscape are seamlessly 
intertwined. Terraced tropical gardens 
have been thoughtfully created to deliver 
a private, resort-style oasis, offering a rare 
sense of seclusion and calm within one of the 
region’s most desirable lifestyle enclaves.

Inside, the residence unfolds with warmth, 
volume and ease. Light-filled living and 
entertaining spaces have been carefully 
oriented to embrace the eastern aspect, 
drawing the ever-changing ocean outlook 
into the heart of the home. Soaring ceilings, 
skylights, a feature bay window and a 
fireplace add character and atmosphere, 
creating interiors that feel refined yet deeply 
welcoming.

At the centre of the home, the gourmet 
kitchen makes a striking statement with 
a substantial island bench and premium 
integrated appliances, designed for 
both relaxed daily living and effortless 
entertaining. Seamless bi-fold doors open 
the main living domain to an expansive 
alfresco deck, where the pool, gardens and 
Pacific Ocean create a breathtaking backdrop 
for long lunches, sunset drinks and easy 
coastal gatherings.

The primary suite offers a truly privileged 
experience, waking to soft ocean light and 
the possibility of watching whales from bed. 
A beautifully appointed ensuite enhances the 
sense of retreat, creating a private sanctuary 
that feels calm, considered and luxurious.

Outdoors, the sun-drenched pool terrace 

centres around a crystal-clear 15-metre lap 
pool, framed by tranquil lounging zones 
designed for long summer afternoons 
and relaxed entertaining. Thoughtful 
inclusions such as an outdoor solar shower, 
underground rainwater harvesting system 
and integrated exterior lighting elevate both 
sustainability and ambience.

Comfort and practicality are equally 
considered, with air conditioning, ceiling 
fans, a 20-panel solar system and a double 
garage with workshop space adding 
everyday ease and efficiency.

Despite its private, elevated setting, the 
home remains wonderfully connected. 
Ocean Shores village shops, cafes and the 
Country Club are just a leisurely five-minute 
stroll away, with New Brighton Beach 

approximately 15 minutes on foot. Brunswick 
Heads is around six minutes by car, Byron 
Bay is within easy reach, and both Ballina 
and Gold Coast airports are conveniently 
accessible.

Set within the coveted Byron hinterland 
lifestyle region, this is a truly one-of-a-kind 
coastal offering — an elevated sanctuary 
where architectural excellence, privacy and 
breathtaking ocean outlooks converge in 
perfect harmony.

For further information on this stunning 
home contact Adrian Howe, Christie’s 
International Real Estate New South Wales.

	■ Adrian Howe – Senior Sales Executive
0437 956 407
adrian.howe@christiesrealestatensw.com.au
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www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

A Private 76-Acre Hinterland 
Haven with Creek Frontage 
& Horse Trails 

PRICE  |  $2.9M  -  $3.1M

OPEN  |  By Appointment

• Spacious	residence	with	fireplace,	sunroom	and
expansive covered verandahs with sweeping views

• Versatile	separate	studio	with	vaulted	ceilings	and	luxe
bathroom,	ideal	for	guests	or	creative	use

• Fully	equipped	rural	holding	with	orchards,	veggie
gardens,	sheds,	water	storage	and	horse	riding	trails

• Creek,	billabong,	grazing	paddocks	and	native
bushland	just	5	minutes	from	Mullumbimby

480 LEFT BANK ROAD, MULLUMBIMBY CREEK

30.99HA

6 44 6

Paul Prior 
0418 324 297

Sharon McInnes 
0408 659 649

Spacious, Low-Maintenance 
Home - walk to Shops and 
Beach

PRICE  |  $1.195M	-	$1.26M 

OPEN  |  Sat	4th	July	9	-	9:30am

• Three-bedroom,	two-bathroom	duplex	with	single
lock-up	garage	and	internal	access

• Light-filled	living	spaces	with	high	vaulted	ceilings	and
seamless	indoor-outdoor	flow

• Covered	entertaining	deck	overlooking	established
gardens,	plus	a	private	north-facing	patio

• Walk	to	Tallow	Beach,	Suffolk	Park	shops,	cafés	and
local	schools,	with	Byron	Bay	just	minutes	away

1/2 HAZELWOOD CLOSE, SUFFOLK PARK

3 21 1

Su Reynolds 
6685 8466

Anna Gilham 
0402 128 355

200 Metres to Tallow Beach, 
Beachside Living at its Best

EOI  |  Closing	27th	July	5pm
PRICE GUIDE  |		$2.5M	-	$2.7M 

OPEN  |  Thurs	2nd	July	9:30	-	10am
Sat	4th	July	10	-	10:30am

• Beautifully	renovated	home	with	seamless	indoor-	
	 outdoor	living

• Flexible	four-bedroom	layout	with	a	luxurious	main	suite

• North-facing	pool,	cabana	and	private	tropical
gardens

• Walk	to	Tallow	Beach,	cafés,	shops	and	schools

20 BEACHSIDE DRIVE, SUFFOLK PARK

Oliver Aldridge 
0421 171 499

694M2

4 21 2

Sweeping Hinterland Views 
From Mullumbimby ’s Highest 
Position

PRICE  |  $1.55M	-	$1.65M 

OPEN  |  Sat	4th	July	11	-	11:30am

• Elevated	north-facing	position	with	sweeping	hinterland
views	to	Mt	Chincogan,	Wollumbin	&	Koonyum	Ranges

• Versatile	layout	with	3	bedrooms	plus	separate	studio
and	additional	living/workspace

• Beautifully	established	terraced	gardens

• Located	in	a	quiet	cul-de-sac,	minutes	to	Mullumbimby
town centre

15 GARDENIA COURT, MULLUMBIMBY

1100M2

4 22 2

Jasmin McClymont 
0434 029 668

Sally Green 
0488 030 116
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Property Business Directory

Call today for an 
obligation free chat

0418 123 393

BYRON BAY AGENT OF THE YEAR
Damien Smith
Sales Director Ray White Byron Bay
www.rwbyronbay.com

Contact the team today on 0412 057 672

SALES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au

millerrealestate.com.au
@timmiller_realestate

PAUL PRIOR
SALES

0418 324 297 
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

SHARON McINNES
SALES

0408 659 649 
sharon@byronbayfn.com

TARA TORKKOLA
SALES

0423 519 698 
tara@byronbayfn.com

@taratorkkolafirstnational

@taratorkkola_realestate

www.byronbayfn.com.au

AGENTS

Boutique, family-owned and proudly 
serving Byron Bay & beyond.

Where personalised service isn’t just a 
promise - it’s our way of life.

JANIS PERKINS
02 6680 8588 | 0438 841 122
janis@reodbyron.com.au
Shop 9/15-19 Fletcher St, Byron Bay
www.reodbyron.com.au

entourage.com.au | (02) 6678 1751
Office | 3/6 Jonson Street, Byron Bay NSW

Australian Credit Licence 475676

Scan to book a
home loan

consultation today

We are.

Your bank isn't
on your side..

0412 833 280 

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

Russel Shaw 
Finance Broker

The Shire’s local
finance expert

Home Loans
Investment Loans
First Home Buyers
Car Loans

Debt Consolidation
SMSF Lending
Commercial Loans
Development Funding

Acceptance Finance Australia Pty Ltd ABN 20 678 011 571  
Australian Credit Licence Number 391715 Credit Representative Number 395628

FINANCE

home@cactushill.com.au
02 5643 9333  cactushillproject.com.au

PROPERTY STYLING
Visit us at 69 Burringbar Street, 

Mullumbimby, or call for a free quote

PROPERTY STYLING

P: 02 6687 0548  |  hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au 

NSW & QLD Conveyancing, Leases,  
Business Sale & Purchase

NP CONVEYANCING
PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE 

NPC

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE?
We are here to help

PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS  
IN BYRON BAY NOW

NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE  
IN POTTSVILLE                  Lic No 06000098

CONVEYANCING
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While Pauline Hanson has 
tried to hold up Paul Hogan 
and Norman Gunston as 
examples of Australia’s 
‘monoculture’ Hogan has 
come out swinging, telling 
the Australian Financial 
Review that ‘she’s living 
in the past’. He points out 
that migration has made 
Australia what it is today 
and that she is ‘racist’ and 
‘sounds very much like this 
stupid boofhead over here, 
Trump’.

     
The Mexican police are after 
‘Mexican Batman’ who has 
been drawing moustaches 
and cat whiskers on the faces 
of bike thieves after duct 
taping them to lamposts 
around Lagos de Moreno in 
Jalisco in Western Mexico. 

     
The women of the nearby 
Mexican state of Michocoá 
have taken their frustration 
at the lack of law and order 
one step further. According 
to www.news.com.au, 
‘a group of women have 
taken up assault rifles to 
protect their communities 
from the ruthless Jalisco 
New Generation cartel. The 
heavily armed women have 
even built a homemade 
tank and set up roadblocks 
in a desperate bid to stop 
cartel gunmen responsible 
for a bloody wave of local 
homicides.’

     
Have you ever wondered 
how to get the excitement 
of a shopping spree or the 
anticipation of ordering 
your favourite food without 
having to pay for it? Welcome 
to the dopamine sites! They 
are apparently trending 
with young people in South 
Korea and offer you fake 
consumption experiences. 
The hyper-realistic sites give 

you a full online shopping 
experience – right through 
to tracking your delivery to 
your door – but no money 
changes hands and no 
product or food arrives. 
While the sites do feed your 
compulsive online buying 
habits at least your pocket 
doesn’t take the hit.

     
‘Glycans – tiny, complex 
sugar chains that coat your 
cells and protein’ may 
reveal disease long before 
it’s detected according to a 
new study by Edith Cowan 
University’s School of 
Medical and Health Sciences. 
‘Glycans are constantly 
shifting, reacting to your 
lifestyle, environment, and 
even hidden illness. That 
makes them a real-time 
snapshot of your health – 
and potentially a powerful 
early warning system.’

     

QUALIFIED, PATIENT AND  
EXPERIENCED TEACHER
Phone or email: 0420 235 624  
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com
Lessons for all. Tech help for Apple devices only

How do you 

send a photo?

ONE-ON-ONE  
LESSONS  

FOR SENIORS

Be tech savvy and learn how 
to use your phones, tablets, 

laptops and computers at 
your own pace.

Get help to learn 
more about 
technology?

MULLUM   VET

PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL 
GROOMINGGROOMING

services now available  
at Mullum Vet.

Please call our friendly Please call our friendly 
staff on 6684 3818  staff on 6684 3818  
to make a booking.to make a booking.

View at: Old Billi Butcher Shop, 7 Wilfred St, Billinudgel 
Friday to Sunday 10am–3pm      @pampaalpaca 

Luxurious knitwear 
handcrafted in 
Peru from the 
highest quality 
alpaca fibre

Beautifully soft, 
lightweight, 
warm and 
effortlessly 
comfortable to wear

MINDFULNESS @ WORK 

Bring greater clarity, focus, and wellbeing 
into your organisation through the 

practices of mindfulness. 

· Tailored group mindfulness sessions. 
· One-to-one coaching.

· Resources to support ongoing wellbeing.
· Live or online.

Enquiries and bookings: 0401 926 090

YOUR FACILITATOR
Paul Bibby is a qualified local 
mindfulness and meditation educator 
who has helped organisations across 
the country boost their performance 
and wellbeing through the practical 
tools and strategies of mindfulness.

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t excavator and 3m tipper truck

 Septic systems

 Sewer treatment systems

 Reliable local family-run business

 12 month guarantee on most jobs

Family owned and operated local business with 
30 years of plumbing experience. Unblock Pipe 
Clearing has the latest technology and equipment 
for locating, eliminating and repairing all 
blockages – no matter what the size. Get the job 
done right the first time!

Phone James on 0429 888 683 
Lic 378040C

Triextra Carpet is an eco-friendly carpet that is 
perfect for your active household!
•  Made in part from renewable plant-based 

ingredients
• Manufactured locally in Australia
• Chemical-free cleaning with just cold water
• No tropical treatment is needed

3/5 Clark Street, Ballina
6686 3855

Shanti is one of Mullum’s 
most colourful characters, 
an interesting and unique 
thinker, who is the subject 
of Byron-based sculptor 
Tara Pearson’s ‘Small 
Sculpture’. The work is 
part of Trackways, Small 
World exhibition which is 
at M’Arts in Murwillumbah 
until 4 July. 
Photo Jeff ‘Shakti’ Dawson
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