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A ‘tragedy’ of Kates met to celebrate ‘The Most Wuthering Heights Day Ever’ – a global flash mob event where 
fans gather, dress in red, and recreate Kate Bush’s 1978 iconic dance of her hit song ‘Wuthering Heights’ 
to celebrate Kate’s birthday. The event occurs in over 70 cities worldwide, including a bush setting here in 
Brunswick Heads on Sunday. Photo Jeff ‘Withering Slights’ Dawson

The numbers behind Byron’s proposed rate rise
Paul Bibby

B yron Shire ratepayers are 
staring down the barrel of 
a proposed 33–35 per cent 

rate increase over three years, with 
Council arguing the extra revenue 
is needed to secure its long-term 
financial future.

Byron Shire Council’s (BSC) argu-
ment is straightforward: Byron’s 
finances are no longer sustainable. 
Without a significant increase in 
rates, it says, the organisation will 
struggle to maintain and renew 
infrastructure.

But how compelling is that case? 
How did Byron Shire Council find 

itself in this position, and do the 
numbers support its argument that 
such a significant rate increase is 
now unavoidable?

A good place to start is with 
Council’s own audited financial 
statements.

Byron Shire Council says it needs 
a Special Rate Variation (SRV) 
because it has a relatively small 
pool of rateable properties sup-
porting one of Australia’s busiest 
tourism destinations.

Yet Council’s own audited 
financial statements reveal what 
appears to be a contradiction. 

Despite having almost 10,000 
fewer residents than Ballina Shire, 

BSC collected about $66.7 million 
in rates and annual charges during 
the 2024/25 financial year – slightly 
more than Ballina’s $65.0 million 
and only marginally less than 
Lismore’s $67.0 million.

So why is Byron arguing it needs 
to raise rates?

The answer, according to 
Council, lies in the difference 
between ordinary land rates – the 
component of rates affected 
by an SRV – and the broader 
category of rates and annual 
charges, which also includes 
annual charges for services such 
as water and waste.

	▶ Continued on page 5

Call for action on Mullum car park 
DA as key issues not addressed
Aslan Shand

Those privately benefitting 
from downplaying or 
hiding the public costs of 

their development often say the 
objectors are small in number 
and it’s a media beat-up. Indeed, 
hardly anyone in a community has 
the money, stamina, or detailed 
understanding of planning laws and 
procedures to effectively challenge 
a highly-motivated development 
team, or those on Council who are 
determined to see the development 
get up. Good examples are 153 
McAuleys Lane, where well-founded 
objections to the DA and Council’s 
approval process were nevertheless 
defeated by the Northern Rivers 
Planning Panel (NRPP).

An exception is the perennially 
unpopular 57 Station Street, Mul-
lumbimby development application 
(DA). Possibly because it’s right in 
the centre of town, it has received 
both savvy scrutiny from residents 
and, as a result of people actually 
knowing what’s wrong with it, 
popular disquiet. The project’s main 
backers are former mayor Cr Lyon 
(Ind), current Mayor Sarah Ndiaye 
(Greens), former councillor Asren 
Pugh (Labor), and Deputy Mayor 
Jack Dods (Ind), who aggressively 
dismissed residents’ concerns as 
being self-interested and baseless 
prior to the first, flawed, DA at a 
public meeting. Greens councillors 
have fallen in behind Cr Ndiaye to 
support the project. Redefects in 
the original DA were so bad it’s now 
been reworked, but not enough to 
address the issues, say critics. 

Far from benefitting from 
‘objector fatigue’, the revised DA 
drew a full hall at the Mullumbimby 

Ex-Services Club on Monday night as 
locals came together to look at the 
modified car park DA (10.2025.212.1) 
for 57 Station Street. Once again, 
there was frustration at the fact that 
the revised DA had not addressed 
many of the issues raised by the 743 
submissions and 2,411-signature 
petition against the proposal, let 
alone been scrapped due to traffic, 
flood, sewer, heritage issues, and 
the impact on local businesses.

‘It has taken them one year to 
redesign the DA after all our submis-
sions. It’s still basically the same, 
and we still have the same issues,’ 
pointed out Mullumbimby Residents 
Association’s (MRA) Anando Heffley.  

Ballina MP Tamara Smith 
(Greens) addressed the meeting, 
citing multiple reasons she has 
objected to the development and 
the vital role community voice 
plays in maintaining an effective, 
functioning democracy. Ms Smith 
highlighted the impact of flooding, 
serious impacts on local businesses, 
and a lack of transparency in 
relation to what the community is 
getting in exchange for giving up its 
community-owned land. 

Sewer line easement
The original DA proposed to 

illegally build over a sewer line – a 
problem that the proponents of 
the DA, within and outside Byron 
Shire Council (BSC), had not identi-
fied. The modified DA has placed 
a 3.7m easement on the southern 
boundary (Mcgoughans Lane to 
Station Street) above the sewer line, 
which does not meet the minimum 
required width of 4.2m. Parts of the 
proposed new building are closer 
to the sewer pipe than allowed 

	▶ Continued on page 7

A tragedy of Kates
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Servicing your area

NO RENTAL FEES

100% Independent, 
local family owned

Free Call: 1300  727 013
swapabottle@bigpond.com

swapabottlegas.com

Now personally delivering 
in the local area from our 

Murwillumbah depot.

Inspiring arts, culture, business collaboration 

Petrina Maxwell and Sarah Anderson from Destination Byron supporting Tanja Greulich 
from the Bruns Picture House. Jeff ‘Couch Sweet Potato’ Dawson

Aslan Shand

Byron Fest, a multi-week 
festival in June 2027, will be 
a festival for the Shire, say 
Destination Byron as they 
finalise the $200,000 grant 
from the Regional Night-
Time Economy Program. 

‘We’ve been really lucky 
that we’re one of ten regions 
in NSW that have been 
selected to have this grant,’ 
Sarah Anderson from Desti-
nation Byron told The Echo. 

‘We see this grant as 
a fantastic opportunity 
to boost our night-time 
vibrancy and a vibrant 
night-time economy across 
the Shire during the low 
season next year. It can look 
like incredible theatre, it can 
be a dance performance, it 
can be wellness activities, or 
talks. In our region, we have 
so many incredible organisa-
tions, and we are inviting 

businesses and organisa-
tions throughout Byron Shire 
to get involved. 

‘We are looking for people 
who want to offer something 
during the festival under 
the pillars of sustainability, 
wellness, arts and culture, 
local food and beverage, and 
entrepreneurship.’

Sarah says this is a 
great opportunity for 
innovative collaborations 
between artists, small 
and large businesses, 
and small organisations 
or individuals to create 
vibrant events that will 
bring visitors here and 
support the local economy. 

Micro grants
Destination Byron is also 

setting up a $60,000 micro-
grants program that will be 
available 

It is open to groups that 
want to stage something as 

part of the festival that will 
lead to ongoing activities 
and events. 

‘We know that collabora-
tions between business and 
the arts community are really 
important,’ said Sarah. 

‘It is a great way to attract 
visitors to support positive, 
impactful events in the Shire. 
There are so many people 
with fantastic ideas who 
are keen to activate events 
throughout the festival, so I 
think it’ll be a lovely show-
case of just how vibrant our 
community is.

‘We also hope that some 
of the collaborations live on 
beyond the life of the festival 
and drive year-round benefit 
for the community.’

If you are interested in 
getting involved, creating 
an event, or have ideas 
to contribute, contact 
Destination Byron at: www.
destinationbyron.com.au.

Developers seek to relax pet bans
Paul Bibby

Developers behind two 
environmentally sensitive 
residential projects in the 
Byron Shire are seeking to 
relax restrictions on cats and 
dogs, arguing that respon-
sible pet ownership offers a 
more practical and enforce-
able way of protecting native 
wildlife than blanket bans.

The applications relate to 
the Harvest Estate at West 
Byron and a smaller commu-
nity title subdivision at McAu-
leys Lane, Myocum, where 
developers are seeking to 
modify conditions imposed 
as part of their original devel-
opment approvals.

At Harvest Estate, the 
developer is seeking to replace 
a condition prohibiting 
residents from keeping cats 
and dogs with one that would 
allow pets subject to strict 
management measures, while 
the McAuleys Lane proposal 
seeks approval to allow dogs 
under strict controls while 
continuing to prohibit cats.

The Harvest application 
argues the existing restriction 
is no longer justified. This is 
despite the fact it is adjacent 
to, and backs onto, areas of 
significant environmental 
sensitivity.

‘The current restriction 
is also reducing the supply 
of housing for many local 

residents who have pets,’ the 
planning report states, argu-
ing the covenant is ‘limiting 
the uptake and occupation 
of approved residential 
land’. It also says the original 
ecological assessments ‘did 
not rely upon the cat and dog 
prohibition’ in concluding the 
development was suitable 
for approval. 

Supporting ecological 
advice prepared for the 
developer argues a man-
agement-based approach is 
more likely to succeed than a 
complete ban.

‘The proposed (revised) 
condition provides a more 
nuanced control measure 
in relation to the keeping of 
cats/dogs and protection of 
native fauna species,’ Cedar 
Ecology concluded.

‘It reflects the problematic 
nature of blanket bans on 
cats and dogs on develop-
ment sites which are unlikely 
to succeed due to issues with 
enforceability and perceived 
impingement of landowner 
rights.’ 

Animals in sensitive 
locations

The applications highlight 
a broader debate about how 
companion animals should 
be managed in new develop-
ments adjoining environ-
mentally sensitive land.

Under Chapter E8 of Byron 
Shire Council’s Development 
Control Plan, developments 
within the West Byron Urban 
Release Area were originally 
expected to prohibit the 
keeping of cats and dogs 
through restrictions placed 
on property titles.

However, the Harvest 
application argues Council 
has more recently approved 
a management-based 
approach in nearby develop-
ments, including the Solus 
industrial subdivision, with 
pets allowed subject to 
fencing, containment, and 
supervision requirements 
rather than an outright ban. 

The application argues this 
reflects a more contemporary 
planning approach that bal-
ances biodiversity protection 
with the practical realities 
of residential living, while 
maintaining appropriate 
safeguards for native fauna.  
Whether Byron Shire Council 
agrees remains to be seen.

Both modification appli-
cations are currently before 
Council, where planners will 
ultimately have to weigh 
the benefits of managed 
pet ownership against long-
standing concerns about 
the impacts of domestic 
cats and dogs on koalas and 
other native wildlife living 
alongside new residential 
development.

Ocean Shores man charged with advocating terrorism online
Police say a 20-year-old 
Ocean Shores man is behind 
bars (refused bail) and will 
face court in Tweed Heads 
Local Court on 18 September, 
charged with advocating 
terrorism.

A joint media release 

says the man appeared in 
the NSW Bail Division Court 
on 9 July.

They said, ‘The man, 20, 
was charged following an 
investigation by the NSW 
Joint Counter Terrorism 
Team (JCTT), comprising 

members from AFP, NSW 
Police, Australian Security 
Intelligence Organisation 
(ASIO) and NSW Crime 
Commission’.

	■ Read full story in The Echo 
online: www.echo.net.au.
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Aslan Shand

B yron Bay mum, 
business founder, 
and stage 4 breast 

cancer patient Holly Schleich 
continues to turn one of life’s 
greatest challenges into a 
mission of hope. 

In early July Holly, 
founder of Eye of Horus 
Cosmetics (www.eyeofhor-
uscosmetics.com/pages/can-
cer-chicks), and her friends 
Sami Maloney and Kirsty 
Cane, and supporters, ran in 
the Gold Coast Marathon (4 
and 5 July) to raise funds and 
awareness for Cancer Chicks 
(www.cancerchicks.org.au).

Holly, was first diagnosed 
with breast cancer in 2022. 
After undergoing a double 
mastectomy, chemotherapy, 
radiation, and multiple sur-
geries, she was devastated 
to learn last year that her 
cancer had returned as stage 
4 metastatic breast cancer. 

Rather than allowing the 
diagnosis to define her, Holly 
has continued to lead her 
business while dedicating 
herself to supporting other 
young women facing cancer.

‘We hope to inspire our 
communities while raising 
vital funds for Cancer Chicks, 
a charity that provides prac-
tical and emotional support 
to young women navigating 
cancer,’ Holly told The Echo. 

Cancer Chicks – 
you’re not alone

‘When you’re diagnosed 
with cancer, your world 
changes overnight. But 
one thing I’ve learnt is that 

community has the power to 
carry you through your dark-
est moments. Cancer Chicks 
gave me hope, connection 
and a reminder that I wasn’t 
facing this alone. 

‘Living with stage 4 breast 
cancer has completely 
changed my perspective. 
Every kilometre felt like a 
celebration of what my body 
is still capable of, despite 
everything it has been 
through. Crossing the finish 
line with my best mate Carly 
and surrounded by friends, 
family and our Cancer Chicks 
community was very emo-
tional. There were definitely 
tears, but they were happy 
tears filled with gratitude,’ 
she said.

‘The biggest challenge 
was balancing training with 
ongoing treatment. There 
were days I questioned 
whether I’d make it to the 
start line, but the support of 
our community carried me 
through. Seeing so many 
people wearing our EOH x 
Cancer Chicks merchandise, 
running alongside us and 
donating to the cause 
reminded me that even the 
hardest journeys don’t have 
to be walked alone.

Resilience and 
friendship 

‘What I enjoyed most was 
the connection. It wasn’t just 
about one person running 
a race it was hundreds of 
people coming together to 
raise awareness, the vibe 
was high.’

Cancer Chicks was 
founded by Rikki Stern in 

2019 after she was diagnosed 
with stage 2 Hodgkin lym-
phoma at the age of 20. She 
launched a small online sup-
port group for young women 
with cancer to connect 
– today it is a growing regis-
tered charity that provides 
support services and a strong 
community to connect with, 
helping empower young 
women with severe illness. 

Holly says she was 
joined by women whose 
own cancer journeys have 
inspired thousands through-
out the Northern Rivers 
community. 

‘Together, they represent 
resilience, friendship and 
the extraordinary impact 
of women supporting one 
another through adversity,’ 
said Holly. 

‘This event wasn’t about 
running our fastest race. It 
was about running for every 
woman currently sitting in 
a hospital chair, waiting for 
results, navigating treat-
ment, or wondering what 
tomorrow will bring. We run 
for those who can’t.’

‘Our hope is that this story 
reminds people that even in 
the hardest circumstances, 
kindness and community 
can create something incred-
ibly powerful,’ Holly said. 

‘As difficult as my journey 
has been, it has also shown 
me the very best in people. 
Every donation, every mes-
sage of encouragement, and 
every person who chooses to 
support this cause reminds 
us that none of us has to walk 
through hardship alone.’ 

saltstonelaw.com.au 02 5602 5000

Buying or Selling Property?
We’ll guide you through it
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   50% OFF SALE TABLE!
Help us give perfectly good

products a home and 
enjoy a bargain. 

Mortgage Choice Pty Ltd ACN 009 161 979 (Australian Credit Licence 382869) and Smartline Operations Pty 
Ltd ACN 086 467 727 (Australian Credit Licence 385325) are owned by REA Group Ltd. Your broker will advise 

whether they are a credit representative of Mortgage Choice or Smartline.

Call Adam on 0403 619 593 today.

Expert mortgage support, 
whatever your needs.

Adam Gadowski
m 0403 619 593 
e  adam.gadowski@mortgagechoice.com.au
w  MortgageChoice.com.au/adam.gadowski

Living your best day, every day

Top: Holly Schleich with her friends Amanda Rijnbeek and 
Carly Bowyer ready to run. Right: Holly crossing the finish 
line with best mate Carly. Photos supplied
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NSW Reconstruction 
Authority 

Resilient Homes Program

Come along to this information session and 
connect with the NSW Reconstruction Authority 
team, local construction industry professionals 
and council, and attend presentations to help 
progress your project.

Do you have a Resilient 
Measures grant or are you 
relocating a buyback home?

Murwillumbah Civic Centre
Wednesday, 22 July 
12pm to 6pm – drop in anytime

For more information 
call 1800 844 085 Scan to 

register

A life well lived – Vale Jim Mangleson
From running the local 
hardware store ‘Manglesons 
of Mullumbimby’ from 1972 
to 1977 to starting Chincogan 
Real Estate in 1979, all with 
his wife Jan, Jim (James 
Harry) Mangleson was a man 
who liked to get on with life. 

Father of eight, grand-
father of 22, and great 
grandfather of 24 he moved 
his family from Sydney to 
Mullumbimby in 1972 to seek 
a healthier and happier life. 

‘Mullumbimby is very 
much where he found his 
true home,’ said his daughter 
Nicci Mangleson. ‘Raising his 
family in this town was the 
highlight of his life.’

As a young man Jim was 
a gifted student receiving 
many university scholarship 
offers, as well as a skilled 
sportsman across many 
disciplines including earning 
selection into the Footscray 
VFL club under-18 team, 
and strong prospects of first 
grade before having to move 
from Melbourne to Sydney 
for work.

While Jim and Jan were 
running Manglesons of 
Mullumbimby they bought 
a family farm on the side of 
Mt Chincogan in 1974 and 
added cattle farmers to their 
list of accomplishments. It 

was here that Jim designed 
and built the family home 
by hand despite having no 
formal qualifications.

‘Jim was never one to 
back down from a challenge 
though and this was typical 
of his “can do” attitude and 
strong self-belief,’ said Nicci. 

‘He was a ferocious reader 
and researcher and was also 
a self-taught mechanic,  pho-
tographer, and engineer.’

Jim and Jan became very 
well known locally and were 
key in a number of local 
developments, including 
the Roundhouse in Ocean 
Shores, and for the longest, 
continually run, real estate 
agency in Byron Shire. 

Jim also named 
Coolamon Scenic Drive and 
created the first metric sign 
in Australia.

‘There was a need to 
rename that road and the 
Progress Association made 
the mistake of telling Jim, it’s 
a great name but you can’t 
just name a road, Sydney 
will need to approve it. Jim’s 
response “Watch Me!” Jim 
made the signs, calculated 
the metric measurement, 
noted it on the sign, and 
installed them himself, much 
to  the benefit of locals. That 
name was officially adopted 
afterwards,’ said Nicci. 

Jim was a founding 
member of the Ocean Shores 
Golf Club, got the club its 
liquor license, and was a club 
champion as an amateur 
golfer. 

Jim was also a strong 
advocate for reducing the 
flood impact in North Byron 
Shire, standing up for many 
people and asking for much 
needed accountability on 
how to reduce the impacts of 
flooding. 

‘Jim leaves behind 
a remarkable 77 direct 
descendants,’ said Nicci. 

‘He always said that 
“there are many ways to 
measure wealth, and it’s not 
material wealth that makes 
you rich, it is the love for, and 
of, family and friends that is 
the highest wealth on earth”.’

James Harry Mangleson 
(Jim or Mango) 30/12/1938 – 
1/7/2026. Photo supplied

Asren Pugh to run for NSW Upper House
Aslan Shand

Former Byron Shire council-
lor Asren Pugh has confirmed 
with The Echo that he has 
been preselected for the NSW 
Labor Upper House (Senate) 
ticket for the 2027 election. 
He is number six on the 
ticket.

‘This will be the first time 
that Labor has had an upper 
house candidate from the 
North Coast since Janelle 
Saffin first ran in 1995. I look 
forward to working with 

Minister Saffin and our local 
Federal MP Justine Elliot to 
bring a strong North Coast 
voice down to Macquarie 
Street,’ he said. 

There are 21 senators, 
of 42, whose terms expire 
on 5 March, 2027. Seven of 
Labor’s current 15 senators’ 
terms will end. Four Liberal 
Party members, two Greens, 
including local member Sue 
Higginson, and three mem-
bers of the National Party’s 
terms will also expire. 

‘We need a strong voice to 

advocate for better regional 
services, like health and 
education, to continue to 
work on addressing the hous-
ing crisis, to end native forest 
logging and to continue the 
excellent work that Minister 
Sharpe has been doing on 
the renewables rollout,’ 
Bangalow based Mr Pugh 
told The Echo. 

‘With the rise of false 
prophets under the One 
Nation banner, a strong 
regional voice is even more 
important.’

Celebrating NAIDOC Week in Byron

Affrica-Jade and Jaliriah at last 
Wednesday’s NAIDOC celebrations 
at Dening Park. Singing, dancing, 
weaving, storytelling, bush tucker 
and face-painting, were enjoyed by an 
enthusiastic crowd. Photo Jeff Dawson
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Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra

Speak to a registered nurse, 24/7,
for free advice on any non-emergency 
health concern.

For more information visit

Ask

Or connect
via the app

1800 633 422

Responding to questions 
from The Echo, a Council 
spokesperson said Byron 
collected $30.7 million in 
ordinary land rates during 
2024/25, compared with 
$29.6 million in Ballina and 
$35.4 million in Lismore.

‘General land rates 
revenue is not related to a 
council’s population but is 
derived as a result of the 
number of rateable proper-
ties a council has within its 
area,’ the spokesperson said.

The spokesperson also 
noted that Byron receives 
significantly less untied 
Financial Assistance Grant 
funding from the Common-
wealth than its neighbours, 
receiving $2.98 million 
compared with $4.13 million 
for Ballina and $5.51 million 
for Lismore.

The figures support 
Council’s contention that it 
has a comparatively modest 
source of unrestricted 
revenue from general rates 
and grants.

But revenue is only one 
side of the equation.

The financial statements 
also raise questions about 
expenditure.

Despite having almost 
10,000 fewer residents 
than Ballina, Byron spent 
almost exactly the same 
on employee costs during 
2024/25 – about $38.4 mil-
lion compared with Ballina’s 
$38.5 million. On a per-
resident basis, Byron spent 
around 25 per cent more on 
staffing.

So why are Byron’s 
operating costs so high, 
comparatively? 

Council has consistently 
argued that the Shire’s 
relatively small resident and 
ratepayer base supports 
infrastructure and services 
used by millions of visitors 

each year, placing pressures 
not faced by many other 
regional councils.

But is this the only reason 
why Council’s expenditure 
is higher? Some have 
suggested that Council’s 
decision-making and finan-
cial management have been 
lacking for some time.

These critics point to 
unsuccessful recent grant 
applications for projects 
including the Northern Rivers 
Rail Trail, the proposed bio-
energy facility at the Byron 
Bay Sewage Treatment 
Plant, and Suffolk Park traffic 
safety measures, as evi-
dence of possible financial 
mismanagement.

Both the bioenergy pro-
ject and the proposed 5MW 
solar farm at Dingo Lane, 
Myocum, have remained in 
limbo after years of plan-
ning, suggesting they may 
have been pursued without 
due diligence and proper 
planning.

The financial statements 
cannot determine whether 
those examples reflect 
broader organisational 
issues or simply the com-
plexity of delivering major 
infrastructure projects. 

Nor do they identify how 
much of Byron’s expenditure 
is directly attributable to 
servicing visitors, environ-
mental management, or 
other unique local pressures.

Ultimately, the debate 
over Byron’s proposed rate 
rise is no longer simply about 
whether Council needs more 
money. 

It is about whether it has 
convincingly demonstrated 
that every reasonable effort 
has been made to raise other 
revenue, improve efficiency, 
and deliver major projects 
effectively before asking 
ratepayers to pay substan-
tially more.

Is a rate rise needed?
	▶ Continued from page 1

Have you been wondering 
how to make a change in Pal-
estine? This Sunday, Northern 
Rivers Friends of Palestine 
(NRFP) are inviting people to 
join in a community action 
day at Marvell Hall, Marvell 
Street, Byron Bay from 12 
noon to 4pm and find out 
how they can get involved to 
make positive change in Gaza 
and the West Bank. 

‘It is always the people 
who drive the social move-
ments that have made real 
change to our world,’ says 
former Byron Shire councillor 
Cate Coorey. 

‘You don’t have to feel 
powerless, all our actions 
add up, whether you have an 

hour, a month, or a few hours 
a week, there’s a place for you 
with NRFP and you can make 
a difference. Join us for an 
interactive afternoon of com-
munity organising, practical 
action, meeting new people 
and really good food. Whether 
you’ve been involved for years 
or are coming for the first 
time, everyone is welcome,’ 
she said.

‘NRFP wants community 
members to let us know how 
they’d like to be involved. 
We will workshop different 
aspects and ways of getting 
organised and by the end of 
the afternoon people will find 
a place with NRFP that works 
for them.’

Palestine community action day Help establish a First Nations bush-food nursery
A First Nations-led bush food 
nursery that will create Indig-
enous employment, training 
pathways, food sovereignty, 
and cultural knowledge shar-
ing for future generations is 
getting underway in Myocum 
and you can help get it 
established. 

Ma Earth’s global matched 
crowdfunding campaign 
doubles your donations 
to the nursery until 21 July 
(https://chuffed.org/project/
the-returning-bush-food-
nursery). 

‘Our nursery site is ready. 
We’ve employed Bundjalung 
Elder, Uncle Mark Cora, as 
our nursery manager, and are 
about to hire another nursery 
assistant manager this week,’ 
Ella Bancroft, Founder & 
CEO of The Returning (www.
thereturning.com.au/), who 
are championing the project, 
told The Echo. 

While the native food 
industry has a $80 million 
output, First Nations-led 
enterprises account for less 
than one to two per cent 

of the supply chain. This is 
despite Indigenous commu-
nities holding the knowledge 
that built Australia’s native 
bush food industry.

Self-determination
The Bundjalung Alliance 

Native Nursery project was 
initiated earlier this year and 
is supported by Bundjalung 
chef and native foods advo-
cate Mindy Woods.

‘Our native nursery is 
about self-determination. 
We’re not looking for 

handouts. We’re looking for a 
hand up,’ Mindy explained.

‘Creating industry that 
is connected to culture is 
essential for Indigenous well-
being and a beautiful way to 
share the ancient knowledge 
of Bundjalung to a wider 
audience.’

Bangalow Koalas are 
another local organisation 
who hare participating in 
the Ma Earth crowdfund-
ing campaign you can 
donate to both via: https://
maearth.com/projects). 
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From refugee to community contributor – a personal story
Walaa Allaham

W hen I first arrived 
in Australia from 
Syria, I carried 

many emotions with me.
Like many refugees and 

newcomers, I was grateful to 
be safe, but I was also over-
whelmed by the challenges of 
starting over in a completely 
new country.

Leaving behind family, 
friends, familiar places, and 
a life I had built was not easy. 
Beginning again meant learn-
ing new systems, adapting 

to a different culture, 
improving my English, and 
helping my children settle 
into a new environment 
– all while trying to stay 
emotionally strong.

Today, as I reflect on 
my journey, I realise that 
what helped me most was 
not only the services and 
programs available, but 
the kindness of people.

Simple acts of support 
made a profound differ-
ence: a neighbour checking 
in, a teacher helping my 
children feel included, or 

someone patiently explaining 
paperwork.

Those moments helped 
transform an unfamiliar place 
into a community.

Living in Brunswick 
Heads in the Northern 
Rivers has shown me the 
power of community con-
nection. In regional towns, 
people often know your 
name, ask how you are 
doing, and genuinely care.

Small interactions
These small interac-

tions create a sense of 
belonging that can be 
life-changing for someone 
rebuilding their life.

Over time, I regained confi-
dence, improved my English, 
continued my studies, and 
became more involved in 
community life.

One of the most rewarding 
parts of my journey has been 
supporting newly arrived 
families through translation, 
guidance, and emotional 
support.

I am also proud to volun-
teer with the Food Pantry 
program. Being part of this 
team has been an incredibly 
positive experience.

The people I work along-
side are kind, caring, welcom-
ing, and always willing to 
help others.

They are a truly dedicated 
team that works together 
with compassion and 
generosity to support the 
community. 

Volunteering with them 
has given me an even 
stronger sense of purpose 
and connection, and I am 
grateful to be part of such a 

wonderful group.
Recently, I was honoured 

to be invited by Community 
Refugee Sponsorship 
Australia to share my lived 
experience. I am deeply 
grateful for the invitation 
and for the opportunity 
to contribute as an active 
member of conversations 
that help improve settlement 
experiences for refugees and 
newcomers.

The experience was far 
more than I expected – it was 
meaningful, inspiring, and 
empowering. 

Events like these remind 
us that refugees do not arrive 
empty-handed.

Welcoming spaces 
When communities create 

welcoming spaces where 
people feel seen, heard, 
and respected, they help 
transform fear into hope and 
isolation into belonging.

Looking back, there was 
a time when I felt uncertain 
about my future and unsure 
of where I belonged.

Today, I have the privilege 
of sharing my story, support-
ing others, volunteering in my 
community, and contributing 
to meaningful conversa-
tions about inclusion and 
belonging.

I am thankful to everyone 
who has been part of my 
journey, and I look forward to 
continuing to give back to the 
community that welcomed 
me and my family.

Life Changing
Financial Advice
Alana Pincombe 

0491 204 142
Senior Financial Planner

 Representative of Viridian Advisory Pty Ltd
 ABN 34 605 438 AFSL 476223 
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Ballina Court House 
windows smashed, 
man tasered
Police say a man was 
tasered and faced court 
last Friday, charged after 
12 windows were allegedly 
smashed in Ballina.

NSW Women of the 
Year nominations 
closing soon
Member for Lismore Janelle 
Saffin is calling on residents 
of the Lismore electorate to 
get their nominations in for 
the 2027 NSW Women of the 
Year Awards.

All That’s Left of 
You coming to 
Murwillumbah
The intimate story of eight 
decades of Palestinian life 
is explored in the acclaimed 
new feature by Cherien 
Dabis, All That’s Left of You, 
screening at the Regent 
Cinema in Murwillumbah on 
Thursday, 16 July at 6pm.

Royal Life Saving 
training courses in 
Murwillumbah
Royal Life Saving NSW is the 
leader in drowning prevention 
and water safety education 
in the state and they are 
introducing a regular training 
service in Murwillumbah 
from August, that will be of 
benefit to all members of the 
broader community.

Ballina king tide 
alert for 13–16 July
Ballina Shire Council is 
encouraging motorists to 
drive safely over the coming 
days with king tides leading 
to minor flooding of some 
local roads.

Clarence, Richmond, 
Kyogle get essential 
worker boost
A program called The 
Welcome Experience, which 
aims to ensure essential 
workers who move to the 
Northern Rivers establish 
meaningful connections 
and navigate their new 
communities has been 
boosted with a new ‘Local 
Connector’ position.

Savour The Tweed 
returns 12-25 Oct
An ambitious lineup of 
gourmet delights, inspired 
events, thought provoking 
discussions and creative 
collaborations will again 
entice food lovers to Tweed 
Shire this October.

Alleged native tree 
removal in Lennox
Government agency, the 
NSW Department of Climate 
Change, Energy, the Environ-
ment and Water (DCCEEW) 
has confirmed with The Echo 
it is investigating the alleged 
clear felling of large native 
trees on a private block in 
Lennox Head, Ballina. 

Ballina Greens councillor 
Kiri Dicker told The Echo 
that the felling occurred 
over multiple days, and that 
contractors were, ‘trying to 
get the job done’.

‘It all happened very fast’, 
she says. ‘They cleared the 
entire block, pretty much’.

The private property is 
located at 516 Ross Lane, 
Lennox Head. ‘The property 
owners are Gold Coast com-
pany, Pearl Vue,’ Cr Dicker 
says.

She said that wildlife 
carers who attended the site 
found multiple sugar gliders, 
including two mothers with 
babies, and believe more 

animals remain in trees still 
standing. ‘Gliders have been 
taken to Byron Bay Wildlife 
Hospital for care and reha-
bilitation’, she said.

Cr Dicker says officers 
from the Biodiversity and 
Heritage Regulator gained 
entry to the property on 
Friday ‘for the purposes of 
a site inspection and were 
accompanied by staff from 
Ballina Shire Council’.

‘Tree felling continued 
for the duration of that site 
visit and during that time, a 
tree was felled with a three 
additional sugar gliders 
(one adult with two babies) 
in situ, which were taken to 
Byron Bay Wildlife Hospital.

‘The department has 
halted works pending an 
investigation into the matter 
(however, most of the 
planned clearing has already 
been completed)’, she said.

	■ Full story on echo.net.au.

Vale Ev King-Prime
Tricia Shantz

Ev opened Cape Gallery on 
Lawson Street in Byron Bay 
in the early 1980s. 

It was the first art gal-
lery in town. Through the 
gallery, she helped develop 
the nascent visual arts 
scene, exhibiting many of 
the up-and-coming North 
Coast artists emerging at 
that time including Rose 
McKinley, David Lane, Bonny 
Bombach, Noel Hart, Karena 
Wynn-Moylan, James Guppy, 
Christine Willcocks, and 
many others. 

She held memorable 
exhibition openings, when 
these sorts of events weren’t 
common. 

Ev was raised in 
Argentina, with English 
and American parents. She 
met Mike King-Prime, also 
raised in Argentina with 
British parents, when both 
were living in London. They 
moved to Sydney, Australia 

in 1971, where Mike started 
to paint seriously, while also 
working in advertising and 
animation.

They bought a Kombi van 
and came to the Northern 
Rivers at the same time as 
the Aquarius Festival was 
on in Nimbin in 1973. They 
eventually bought 64 acres 
in the village of Federal and 
built their own house.

‘They were beautiful days. 
We grew food, planted trees 

and reforested,’ Ev said. 
Ev suggested Mike put his 

artwork in the gallery and 
it took off like wildfire from 
there, prompting their move 
to the US. 

Sometime in the late 80s, 
early 90s, Ev and Mike sold 
their house in Byron Bay and 
moved, with their son, to the 
US to live for 11 years.

When they came back to 
Australia they lived in Banga-
low for a while and opened a 
gallery and sold Mike’s work 
at the Bangalow markets 
before moving to Lismore. 
Mike died in November 2020. 
Ev died in April 2026.

Ev and Mike’s legacy 
Ev and Mike’s legacy lives 

on in Mike’s work of Byron 
Bay landscapes, in a poster 
he did of Byron Bay, a paint-
ing of the main street of Ban-
galow that is a post card and 
his logo for the Music Farm 
recording studio that is still 
used today, 50 years later.

Local News

Mike and Ev King-Prime. 
Photo supplied

Walaa Allaham. Photo supplied
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Mullumbimby community calls for car park DA issues to be addressed, not ignored
by planning rules, and it 
also has a walkway, and 
deep-rooted trees proposed 
to be planted directly on 
top of it. The new proposed 
cantilever design of the 
upper floors over the sewer 
line also breaches planning 
policy, with BSC Floodplain 
Committee member, Karl 
Allen, pointing out that ‘if the 
sewer pipe ever needs repair, 
the building structure above 
could block access to it.’ He 
also said that BSC General 
Manager, Mark Arnold, had 
confirmed that ‘Council’s own 
engineers have not signed-off 
on the design’.

It appears the easement 
was supposed to provide 
access to the rear of the 
Burringbar Street businesses, 
such as Pink Lotus and The 
Other Joint, for grease trap 
cleaning and gas supplies; 
but with locked gates at 
either end and a fenceline 
between the rear of the shops 
and the easement with no 
access gates for the shops, 
it has failed to achieve this 
simple outcome. 

Flooding
The DA claims that the 

easement provides an ‘over-
land flow path’ for floodwater 
from Mcgoughans Lane to 

Station Street, but as Mr Allen 
pointed out, ‘the gates will 
stop the overland flow path’ 
and they haven’t modelled 
the flow of water with the 
gates closed. The gates at 
either end of the easement 
are required to be locked 
because the site contains a 
boarding house.

‘The worst-case flood 
was never modelled, and 
neither was the last real one 
[in 2022], and there’s no 
probable maximum flood 
assessment,’ Mr Allen told the 
meeting.

Mr Allen also pointed out 
that the DA hasn’t modelled 
the impact of the develop-
ment on neighbouring 
properties, a requirement of 
BSC regulations.

‘There is nothing in the 
flood emergency response 
plan that addresses evacuat-
ing boarding house residents, 
some of whom may have 
mobility limitations, through 
a hazard zone.

Mr Allen then highlighted 
that the DA doesn’t meet 
the required waste disposal 
measures for domestic and 
commercial use on the site. 
Further, that even the smaller 
of the rubbish trucks sug-
gested in the DA, which are 
not the larger ones used by 
Richmond Waste for this area, 

would not be able to service 
the building because the 
proposed loading bay is too 
small, the building over the 
loading bay is 3.5m in height, 
the same height as the small 
rubbish trucks, and there are 
potential risks of blocking 
the car park access during 
collection. 

Traffic, parking, toilets
Ms Heffley highlighted 

a range of issues around 
increased traffic for the town, 
and the fact that there are 
only 15 car parking spaces 
available for 32 dwellings. An 
oft-repeated question since 
the original DA, apparently 
still unanswered, is where 
will the extra cars park? The 
development will demolish 
the ‘only public toilet in the 
town centre’. While Council 
have floated paying for a 
new one in Apex Park, further 
away from the town centre 
across the railway line, this is 
not a requirement placed on 
the developer.

The modified DA does 
not consider the impact 
of construction traffic and 
future increased traffic on the 
proposed access route to the 
site, which is the very narrow 
Mcgoughans Lane. Due to its 
width, at points only wide 
enough for one vehicle, the 

lane can be blocked by a 
single delivery truck, and has 
a very narrow turn and poor 
visibility turning onto Tin-
cogan Street, the busy town 
centre northern ‘bypass’.  

A call for new submissions 
highlighting these issues 
has been requested by MRA. 
In particular, submissions 
request that replacement 
car parking and toilets in the 
town centre be completed 
prior to any work commenc-
ing at 57 Station St.

However, BSC has not 
committed to this. BSC have 
told The Echo that, ‘It has 
always been Council’s inten-
tion to have additional public 
car parking available on the 
edge of town to compensate 
for the loss of parking at 57 
Station Street.’

Heritage ignored 
As Landcom has stated 

in their covering letter for 
the modified DA, ‘There 
is no material difference 
to the description of the 
development.’ 

Members of MRA agreed, 
highlighting that there 
is little difference in the 
height, bulk, and scale of the 
modified design. As Peter 
Brennan said, ‘Council’s own 
independent assessor, who 
reviewed the original DA, 

wrote about the importance 
of this site.’ He pointed 
out that the site is at the 
entrance to Mullumbimby, 
plays an important role in 
setting the visual amenity 
of the town and future 
development.

A letter received by MRA 
just before the meeting from 
leading heritage advisor Lisa 
Trueman stated that, ‘The 
proposed building has design 
and architectural character 
that does not respect the 
established heritage char-
acter and significance of the 
Mullumbimby Conservation 
Area and is entirely contrary 
to the objectives and policies 
of the Development Control 
Plan (DCP) in relation to the 
conservation area as pro-
vided. The proposed develop-
ment would result in a high 
level of adverse impacts 
on the significant historic 
character of the conservation 
area.’

Height precedent
The proposal exceeds 

height limits for the town by 
2.7m with Mr Brennan point-
ing out that this new height 
limit will be used by future 
developers to exceed the 9m 
height limit of the town.

‘We are all seeing what’s 
happening in Byron Bay, 

where nearly every devel-
opment is exceeding the 
prescribed height limits, and 
we don’t want that to start 
in Mullumbimby,’ he told the 
meeting. 

Another submission
While previous submis-

sions will still be valid, it 
is vital that people put in 
another submission, even if 
it is short, to point out that 
the issues raised in their 
first submission have not 
been adequately addressed. 
Former councillor Duncan 
Dey also encouraged new 
submissions to seek a 
‘deferred commencement’ 
that commits BSC to complet-
ing and having functioning 
both alternative car parking 
and toilets if the develop-
ment is approved. 

The meeting only touched 
on the primary issues with 
the DA. This story even less. 
Currently, Mr Allen is compil-
ing a submission exceeding 
250 pages on the new DA. So 
if you want more information, 
contact MRA at: mullumra@
gmail.com. Submissions 
close for the revised DA 
(www.byron.nsw.gov.au) on 
16 August. 

	■ Read full story in The Echo 
online: www.echo.net.au. 

	▶ Continued from page 1
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Anarchy in the UK
A fter going through six prime 

ministers in the last ten years, 
the not-so United Kingdom is 

likely to soon notch up its seventh.
The all but anointed Andy Burnham, 

until very recently the mayor of Manches-
ter, was before that an MP who served 
under various Labour leaders, in and 
out of government, and is now heading 
for 10 Downing Street after emphatically 
winning the Makerfield by-election.

With overwhelming support from 
his colleagues, he’s set to replace the 
unpopular Sir Keir Starmer as Labour 
leader and prime minister. So will 
anything change? Burnham is more per-
sonable, younger, sportier, and better 
connected to ordinary working people, 
particularly in the north of England, but 
in terms of policy the differences are 
fairly marginal.

Along with education, he talks a 
lot about ‘devolution’, which seems to 
mean decentralising state power to the 
regions and local government. While 
he can’t undo the Brexit mess, or fix the 
British media’s antipathy to all things 
Labour, Burnham does appear to have a 
genuine interest in collaboration, even 
with traditional enemies, to improve 
the living standards of ordinary people.

As he put it in a recent speech, ‘the 
country spends too much time arguing 
and not enough time doing.’ He’s a 
fan of reindustrialisation, science, and 
public housing.

Although he describes himself as 
a socialist, Burnham is no Mamdani, 
and appears to have little interest in 
challenging the fundamental inequities 
associated with late stage capitalism.

This is ‘business-friendly socialism’, 
if there is such a thing.

What about the rest of 
the world?

Without mentioning Donald Trump 
by name, Andy Burnham recently said, 
‘The path we’re on, if we are not careful, 
is a path towards the politics of the 
United States of America – a polarised, 
poisonous politics where people in com-
munities don’t work together any more.’

Previously one of his party’s Friends 
of Israel, Burnham has since apologised 
for Labour’s initial pro-Israel stance on 
the war in Gaza, and called for Palestin-
ian statehood. He’s been highly critical 
of the US war on Iran, and Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine.

His views on AUKUS, or allies such 
as Australia, remain a mystery, but 
Anthony Albanese would no doubt 
see the mild-mannered Burnham as 
a much better option than Reform’s 
Nigel Farage, who has been polling 
until recently as the most likely next UK 
prime minister, following the collapse 
of the Conservative Party.

One of the architects of the misin-
formation campaign that led to Brexit, 
Farage has proven himself a master of 
the standard populist right strategy of 
destabilising and damaging his own 
country, with racism as the centrepiece, 
then profiting from the chaos that 
follows. With the help of massive 
private donations, his party has gone 
from being a fringe curiosity just three 
years ago to being on the doorstep of 
government, on the back of a series of 
council wins.

All was going swimmingly until 
Farage came under investigation 
for failing to declare a £5 million gift 
from a cryptocurrency investor, along 
with receiving financial support from 
another man convicted of wire fraud in 
the US. Rather than facing the music, 
Farage has resigned, triggering a by-
election in his seat of Clacton, a coastal 
town in Essex.

Vote 1 Count Binface
In the absence of any organised local 

campaign against Nigel Farage from 
the major parties, progressive political 
activists have stepped into the breach. 
A comedy writer who dresses up as an 
alien with a bin on his head, Count Bin-
face, is standing against Farage, and may 
have a real chance of unseating him.

The activist group Led by Donkeys 
are also driving a video billboard 
around Clacton, in which a local 
woman talks about the 12 other 
highly-paid jobs which Nigel Farage 
does while neglecting his own 
constituents, including advising 
multimillionaires how to avoid paying 
tax, speaking to American extreme 
faith groups, and being a regular 

commentator on Sky News Australia.
The Australian connection doesn’t 

stop there – the line between Mar-a-
Lago regulars Pauline Hanson and 
Nigel Farage is as clear as that between 
Farage and Trump.

Australia’s parliament is currently 
on one of its interminable breaks, 
which has freed up Barnaby Joyce and 
Pauline Hanson to wing their way to 
a sweltering UK, together with One 
Nation brainstrust James Ashby, where 
they will join Farage in attending the 
British Conservative Political Action 
Conference (CPAC), organised by the 
woman best known for lasting less time 
than a lettuce in the job of British prime 
minister, Liz Truss.

Tickets are priced from £100 to 
£10,000, depending on who you want 
to rub jackboots with. Headliners 
include the American influencer Jack 
Posobiec, known for his support of the 
fabricated Pizzagate conspiracy theory 
and for saying things like, ‘Welcome to 
the end of democracy – we are here to 
overthrow it completely.’

Not to be outdone, Pauline Hanson 
has set up her appearance at CPAC by 
recording a podcast with far-right Brit-
ish activist Tommy Robinson, one of the 
influencers of Australia’s own Brenton 
Tarrant, now in prison in New Zealand 
for mass murder.

In a fractured and wounded Britain, 
has Andy Burnham got what it takes 
to stop a divisive, billionaire-backed 
onslaught?

Although Farage and others have 
called for elections to be brought 
forward when Burnham is installed as 
PM, the next UK general election is not 
due to be held until 2029. Australia’s 
own democracy test will be at least a 
year earlier.

	■ David Lowe is an award-winning 
filmmaker, writer and photographer 
with particular interests in the environ-
ment and politics. He has a regular 
Monday column on The Echo online: 
www.echo.net.au. 

What was once comes again

T he Byron Shire has been 
renowned for its music, its 
festivals, and its innovation 

that has had a huge impact on the 
Australian music scene. 

Local author Tricia Shantz’s 
latest book Musicland. When the 
Music Came to Byron 1970-1995, 
will be launched at this year’s 
Byron Writers Festival. She says 
that the region has been a hotbed 
of music, festivals, and culture, 
with notable standouts being 
the 1973 Fowlers Lane concerts, 
Danny Doeppel attracting bands 
such as Midnight Oil to The 
Piggery, Bluesfest, Splendour in 
the Grass and the very popular 
Mullum Music Festival. Over the 
last few years, we have seen all 
of those festivals disappear, with 
Bluesfest dying for the second 
time last Easter. 

While this has been hard 
on local contractors as well as 
music lovers, it has also opened 
up the field to new ideas, 
innovations, and expressions 
of art and culture. Smaller 
festivals give local musicians a 
platform that isn’t available at 
the larger festivals, with more 
intimate venues, and often new 
opportunities to explore more 
diverse experiences. 

For example, last weekend’s 
Mullum Roots Festival (rising 
phoenix-like from Nimbin Roots 
Festival) created a great oppor-
tunity around the town to enjoy 
music, and the ‘songwriters in the 
round’ session provided a close-
up and intimate music experience 
that was unique to the festival. 

The recent Stone & Wood 
Festival of the Stone is a relatively 
new festival that has become 
increasingly popular – the most 
recent event was a sell-out 
success and combined great 
music and experiences with 
raising money to combat 
homelessness.

The inaugural DINGO Music & 
Arts Festival is set to transform 
Bangalow in October for four days, 
creating a fusion of local foods, 
international and local musicians, 
performance artists, and thinkers. 
Many people enjoy an intimate, 
multifaceted experience.

Another local festival that is 
curating a diverse local and visitor 
experience is Byron Fest, which 
will be running throughout the 
Shire in June 2027. Destination 
Byron is seeking to bring 
businesses, artists, performers, 
musicians, and other creatives 
together to develop an innovative 
and engaging showcase of 
what this region represents 
(see page 2).

It is sad to see the large 
festivals in decline, but it also 
represents an opportunity 
for locals to create new 
opportunities, new experiences, 
and explore the diversity of talent 
and creativity that the Northern 
Rivers is known for. 

Smaller festivals give everyone 
a chance to create affordable, 
innovative, and diverse experi-
ences that speak to the incredible 
range of talent that is here.

This is not a comprehensive 
list of our music festivals, and 
arguably non-music festivals such 
as the Byron Writers Festival, or 
the Mud Trail sculpture event, 
art and film festivals could 
possibly make an even greater 
contribution to our cultural 
enrichment, as a community, 
than singing along to Daryl 
Braithwaite’s ‘Horses’. But the 
main thing is to value and support 
what we have left, quick, before 
someone in Sydney decides that 
Byron’s the kind of place that 
needs a massive sports stadium.

Aslan Shand, editor
News tips are welcome: 

editor@echo.net.au
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Emergency 000
When I worked for Telecom, 
I often manned the 000 posi-
tion when it was still a cord 
and plug system; however, 
their were never any outages. 

In fact, there were advan-
tages in a manual system, of 
which I have had personal 
experience. 

One day a young boy rang 
in an hysterical state. ‘Quick, 
police,’ he said, ‘Dad’s beat-
ing up mum and I think he’s 
going to kill her’. 

I connected him to the 
nearest police station, but 
they didn’t answer. 

I connected him to the 
next nearest station, and 
they couldn’t hear the caller, 
so I went across the line and 
gave the police the address. 

You couldn’t train a 
computer to act in this way. 
In some ways, we are better 
off without them.

David Gilet 
Mullumbimby

Mandy’s column
John Heaton (Letters 8 July) 
is correct in stating that 
allowing Mandy Nolan a 
weekly column is no longer 
appropriate now that she is 
once again a candidate for 
the Greens.

No matter what your 
political persuasion may be, 
she is given an unfair advan-
tage over other candidates 
with a whole page at her 
disposal to promote herself 
and her ideologies. 

Every column she writes is 

a presentation to the public 
of her opinions and values.

The fact that the column 
has run for 25 years is now 
irrelevant. Things have 
changed and if The Echo 
believes in impartiality, it 
should do so also.

Louise Andrews
Lennox Head

	■ As stated last week, 
The Echo will continue to 
publish Mandy’s column 
and also hold the Greens to 
account – especially in our 
local area. – Letters Ed

Blow up the pokies
It’s pleasing to see further 
action on predatory poker 
machine reform being 
attempted by some intel-
ligent politicians.

It may – by some miracle 
– encourage a certain local 
bowling club to consider 
putting on more live music 
rather than dismissing any 
ideas or suggestion when 
approached, with the line 
‘We don’t want to upset the 
players, they don’t like the 
noise’.

Rod Murray
Ocean Shores

Gulgan Village 
meeting
I attended the Brunswick 
Progress Associations (BPA) 
meeting on 6/07/2026 at 
the CWA for a discussion on 
the impact the proposed 
Gulgan Village development 
will have on the current 
infrastructure.

Thank you to the mem-
bers of the BPA for making 
this information session 
available.

The developer, Mr Bran-
don Saul, was present to 
answer questions, plus the 
relieving director of sustain-
able development and a 
town planner.

There were some very 
interesting questions asked 
as to the impact of the 
Gulgan Village development.

One was: has anyone 
from Byron Council spoken 
about concerns as to the 
impact of the development 

on the current infrastructure, 
the answer, from Mr Saul, 
was ‘no’.

Also, the impact on the 
current sewerage infrastruc-
ture was raised. 

One member of the BPA, 
Patricia Warren, presented 
some very well-researched 
and factual information as to 
the impact of the combined 
sewage loads from the 
Gulgan Village and also 
the sewage load from the 
proposed closure of Ocean 
Shores STP (OSSTP) would 
have on Brunswick Valley 
STP (BVSTP). No real answers 
from Council staff present 
were forthcoming.

I would hope an inter-
ested elected councillor 
would ask Patricia Warren 
if they could discuss the 
information.

Also there was confusion 
as to where the sewage from 
the Gulgan Village would be 
delivered and how. 

Initially, it was stated it 
would go to OSSTP via a new 
rising main which seemed 
strange. It was finally estab-
lished that the Gulgan Village 
sewage would go to the 
sewer pump station at the 
Brunswick Heads sporting 
fields, and then be pumped 
to BVSTP. 

There was discussion 
around this, and Mr Saul 
said he had been informed 
by Council’s sewer engineer 
that the pump station had 
the capacity to handle the 
extra load. 

The problem with that, 
is the pump station is the 
only conveyor. The concern 
should be the effect of the 
hydraulic load on BVSTP. This 
is significant in a biological 
reduction plant such as 
BVSTP and that should be 
the consideration.

A little planning. A lot of love. 

Paperbark
Deathcare & Funerals

Most funerals are planned by strangers, 
in a hurry & under pressure. Yours doesn't
have to be. Pre-planning means the people
you love spend less time making decisions
— leave a map not a maze.

7/18 Kite Crescent,

Murwillumbah

Phone 0466 526 156

paperbarkdeathcare.com.au

A gentle conversation is all it takes to start.

Direct Cremations from $2440
Full Service Funerals from $5200

Locally owned & operated

	▶ Continued on next page

Latin • Ballroom • Rhythm
Wedding Dance • Private Functions

Dance Starts Here.

0450 565 683 
Shop 5/104 Dalley St 
Mullumbimby 
teamodance.com.au

Feeling  
behind?
Counselling for adults with 
ADHD where your experience 
finally makes sense.

Tamara Brydges

brydgespsychotherapy.com  
brydgestherapy.au@gmail.com 

PACIFIC BITUMEN

CODY NEILSON:  0421 521 461

• RESEALS  • DRIVEWAYS• RESEALS  • DRIVEWAYS
• CARPARKS • ALL BASEWORK• CARPARKS • ALL BASEWORK
• ALL HOURS • 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE• ALL HOURS • 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

20kg bags 
cold mix for 
potholes in 
driveway

BULK QUANTITIES 
AVAILABLE

Image Sovereign Union

Letters to 
the Editor
Send letters to the Editor: 
editor@echo.net.au 
Deadline: Noon, Friday. 
Letters longer than 200 
words may be cut. Letters 
already published in 
other papers will not be 
considered. Please include 
your full name, address 
and phone number for 
verification purposes.

Letters to the Editor  www.echo.net.au/letters
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North Coast news online

The question was asked 
as to where the information 
came from that the sewage 
from the village was going 
to OSSTP – the answer was 
from the Byron Shire Council 
director of infrastructure at a 
previous meeting.

Also raised was the 
extremely low utilisation of 
solar. Mr Saul gave reasons 
for that, I believe it was 
explained as a costing issue.

Mr Saul was quite upfront 
about infrastructure and 
correctly stated he is respon-
sible for the infrastructure on 
his development, not 
outside it – that is Council’s 
responsibility.

There was one other issue 
raised, it was that Council 
has now changed how devel-
oper contributions are man-
aged. It seems they no longer 
are applied, for example, to 
water or sewer. 

If a development increases 
the impact on those parts of 
the Council’s infrastructure 
the contributions are now 
lumped together and Council 
decides where they go. This 
was confirmed by the reliev-
ing Council director present.

Alan Dickens
Byron Bay 

Organic produce 
sharing
I would like to thank all the 
kind people putting their 
excess citrus out the front of 
their houses. 

This is community sharing 
at its best. 

Resources are given gen-
erously to anyone who wants 
it, with no need for personal 
recognition or payment. 

I can ride around on 
my bike and get lemons, 
oranges, limes and manda-
rins pretty well all winter 
– for free! 

And this food is organic 

and as fresh as you can 
possibly get it and provides 
a vitamin C boost just when 
you need it. 

I like to think that what 
goes around comes around, 
and I enjoy sharing my excess 
veggies as well.

So many fruit, nut and 
even coffee trees grow easily 
in our subtropical climate. 

Imagine if we all grew 
produce and shared it 
magnanimously with others 
we would see the profits of 
Woolworths and Coles go 
down, down, down.

Magenta Appel-Pye
Mullumbimby

Ballina potholes
The huge potholes at the Fox 
Street entrance to Ballina 
Fair should make manage-
ment deeply ashamed of 
themselves.

One would think that 
sufficient money could be 
found in petty cash to cover 
the cost of repairs, so that 
patrons can arrive and leave 
in relative safety.

Muriel Lewin 
Teven 

Cudgen Plateau
The recommended approval 
to rezone the Cudgen Plateau 
State Significant Farmland 
(SSF) for mixed-use high-rise 
development guarantees the 
continued development of 
the Cudgen Plateau SSF.

In response to a 2018 audit 
into corruption risks in the 
planning system, the then 
planning minister stated an 
anti-corruption measure 
would be securing updated 
local environmental plans 
to determine the shape of 
development in local areas 
and ‘the best way to prevent 
corrupt rezoning is to have 
strong local strategic plans’.

However, the proposed 
development is contrary to 

all local and state planning 
instruments and strategic 
plans, and has not justified 
such a gross development 
that is outside the Tweed’s 
urban growth area. 

Enormous resources, 
time, work and dollars has 
been expended in develop-
ing our planning tools and 
strategic planning with 
extensive public consultation 
as statutorily required – all to 
be worthless.

There is a long history of 
three decades of develop-
ment proposals on the 
Cudgen Plateau SSF that 
failed with proper govern-
ance prevailing. And the com-
munity has fiercely fought for 
the protection of the unique 
character and amenity.

The subject proposed 
high-rise development on 
the Cudgen Plateau SSF will 
see the reduction of the very 
values long fought for. 

They are supporting our 
agricultural, tourism and 
associated industries, and 
Tweed’s own unique identity 
separate to the Gold Coast. 

This will open the gate 
to pave paradise in a sea of 
high-rise wall-to-wall tar and 

cement. All the [political] 
assurances that there would 
be no further development 
on the Cudgen Plateau SSF 
were worthless.

Lindy Smith
Tweed Shire 

Your existence 
on Earth
Most people do not walk 
around with a clear, con-
scious philosophy about 
their existence. 

Human beings evolved to 
survive, not to contemplate 
meaning, and so the majority 
live inside a kind of inherited 
mental framework rather 
than a self‑constructed 
worldview. 

For many, existence is 
simply ‘life happening’: work, 
family, obligations, routines, 
and the occasional moment 
of wonder or fear. 

The deeper questions — 
Why am I here? What is my 
role? What should I preserve? 
— are often pushed aside by 
the immediacy of daily life.

However, there is a grow-
ing minority who see exist-
ence differently. They view 
themselves not as isolated 
individuals dropped onto a 

planet, but as part of a vast, 
interconnected system. 

This perspective is sci-
entific rather than religious: 
humans are one species 
among millions, shaped by 
evolution, dependent on 
ecosystems, and capable 
of altering the planet on a 
geological scale. 

For these people, preserv-
ing the Earth is not a moral 
commandment but a logical 
necessity. If the environment 
collapses, human civilisation 
collapses with it. Their sense 
of meaning comes from 
stewardship, curiosity, and 
understanding rather than 
divine purpose.

Between these extremes 
lies the majority: people 
who care about the Earth in 
principle but feel powerless 
or overwhelmed. They may 
recycle, worry about climate 
change, or admire nature, yet 
still live in ways that contrib-
ute to environmental decline. 
This isn’t hypocrisy — it’s 
the tension between human 
psychology and planetary 
reality. People evolved for 
small tribes, not global 
responsibility.

Humanity’s future 
depends on shifting from 
passive existence to con-
scious participation. The 
Earth is not a backdrop — it’s 
the foundation of everything 
we are.

Sapoty Brook
Main Arm

Renewable energy 
opposition 
The media narrative suggest-
ing regional people oppose 
renewable energy projects, 
when the data unarguably 
shows the opposite, is now 
the subject of a published 
academic paper – Growing 
discontent on data centres 
as farmers fear renewable 
rollout repeat (The Land, 7/6).

Poll after poll after poll, 
from Porter Novelli, 89 
Degrees East, CSIRO and 
more, all find huge support 
for local, clean, energy pro-
jects with opposition much 
less (but amplified by media 
coverage and social media 
algorithms that promote 
conflict). 

Recent polling in April 
showed overall local support 
for clean energy projects at 
63 per cent and opposition 
at 17 per cent. In coal regions, 
Hunter showed support of 60 
per cent and opposition at 17 
per cent. In Illawarra the sup-
port was 68 per cent and the 
opposition 12 per cent.Even 
in New England, support held 
strong at 55 per cent with 
opposition less than half that 
figure at 24 per cent. 

Professor Rebecca Colvin’s 
peer-reviewed paper, pub-
lished in Science Direct, finds 
that in addition to social 
media and media promoting 
conflict, people are more 
likely to speak up against 
things, than for them.

Farmers for Climate Action 
represents 8,000 farmers 
across Australia. 

Our Billions in the Bush 
report found Australian 
farmers are on track to make 
a billion dollars in total from 
clean energy rent by 2030. 

Modern solar contracts 
pay up to $1,500 per hectare 
per year while the farmer 
continues to graze sheep 
underneath. Modern wind 
farms typically pay $40,000 
per wind turbine per year 
in rent to the farmer, while 
cattle and sheep continue to 
graze around it. Hosting solar 
and wind projects is entirely 
voluntary and how a farmer 
chooses to farm on their land 
is their choice.

Verity Morgan-Schmidt
CEO, Farmers for 

Climate Action

Ord Minnett Limited ABN 86 002 733 048, AFS Licence Number 237121. Terms and conditions are here: ords.com.
au/legal/terms-and-conditions

Invest well, invest 
wisely
True wealth is built through staying invested, doing the work upfront 
and structuring your portfolio to manage risk. 

Ord Minnett brings more than 150 years of heritage to help you 
navigate complexity with confidence. Let your next chapter be 
guided by experience, not chance. 

Start a conversation with one of our private wealth advisers today.

Jake Blumberg on 0412 285 029 or jblumberg@ords.com.au, 
Sam La Cava on 0413 717 528 or slacava@ords.com.au

	▶ Continued from page 9

Letters to the Editor  www.echo.net.au/letters

‘A big thank you for the skilful team from Byron Council who 
transformed the notorious seventh creek crossing from a 
mound of shifting rubble to a rock solid concrete causeway!

All of us who use the crossing are forever grateful’. 
Michael Balson, Upper Wilsons Creek
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BOOK BEST
SEATS HERE

PRE SHOW 
DINING HERE

Boardwalk

A spanner in the works 
for the republic 
Chris Dewhirst

I was changing the oil 
on Clancy, our barge 
moored on the Seine 

not far from the Place de 
la Concorde (think Marie 
Antoinette), when I made a 
big mistake.

The oil level was impos-
sible to read on the polished 
stainless steel dipstick, 
so I swapped it over for a 
wooden chopstick hoping for 
better visibility.

Of course my hand 
slipped, the stick broke in 
two and half fell into the 
gearbox. If I ran the engine 
the chopstick would be pul-
verised into micro particles 
and blow up the oil pump, 
housed inside the casing.

The stick had to be 
removed – no question – but 
the gearbox weighed a ton 
and lifting it would require a 
small crane, not to mention 
the fact that pulling it apart 
was a two-day job.

I dived into the workshop 
manual, where I discovered 
that another, larger drain 
hole existed on the back 
of the gearbox. The 40mm 
opening was big enough 
to get a finger inside, and 
maybe, just maybe, I could 
tickle out the stick. 

Heather went in search 
of a big enough spanner 
and woke up our next door 
neighbour, John, who 
lives on a beautiful 120 
year-old Dutch barge called 
Vertrouwen, which is a 
deeply philosophical name 
for a barge.

‘I don’t have one that 
big,’ he said. ‘Wait…’ and 
he disappeared into the 
bowels of the boat. Soon 
enough he returned with a 
museum piece – a one metre 
long shifting spanner – that 
weighed almost as much 
as the gearbox, but it did 
remove the cover bolt, pro-
viding hope. Unfortunately 
my fickle finger of fate, 
being exactly that, failed to 
connect to anything in the 
half-metre wide sump.

Praying out loud to all 
12,000 gods ever conjured by 
humankind worked!

The chopstick miracu-
lously floated into view, but 
in another 30 seconds, it 
would drift away to become 
irretrievable. 

Heather flew the length 
of Clancy and returned in the 
nick-of-time with her favour-
ite tweezers. With the breath 
from a magic frog, I retrieved 
the stick.

Marie Antoinette
However, there was 

no magic frog for Marie 
Antoinette. Apparently, 30 
thousand people watched 
the princess’s head fall 
into the waiting basket, all 
while her still beating heart 
pumped royal blood, like an 
uncontrolled firehose across 
the Place de Concorde.

From Clancy’s deck, you 
can see the spot where she 
was guillotined, just 200 
metres away. We have been 
led to believe that her uncar-
ing words: ‘Let them eat cake,’ 
explained her execution.

The actual phrase: 
‘Qu’ils mangent de la 
brioche’ [‘Let them eat 
brioche’ – a rich, egg-based 
bread], first appeared in an 
autobiographical book by 
Jacques Rousseau some 20 
years earlier, and was then 
attributed to the princess. 
Dehumanising works a treat. 
I don’t need to mention 
Donald Trump.

In fact, her final words 
were something quite 
moving: ‘Pardonnez-moi, 
monsieur, je ne l’ai pas fait 
exprès’ [‘Pardon me, sir, I did 
not do it on purpose’].

The angry crowd, believ-
ing that she (and the King) 
were to blame for all their 
troubles, wanted her dead. 

Vive la révolution 
The crazies got their way 

as they often do. ‘Vive la 
révolution’ was an expres-
sion first coined by Maximil-
ian Robespierre in his 1789 
speech to the National Assem-
bly, fermenting rebellion.

Robespierre was a lawyer, 
who lived and breathed 
democracy. He was inspired 
by the American Declaration 
of the Rights of Man: ‘that all 
men are born free and equal’.

His incorruptible way of 
living, and his published 
beliefs, eventually became 
the French constitution that 
we know today. 

One person in the right 
place, at the right time can 
make all the difference. 

However, a few years 
later the crazies thought 
Robespierre too democratic 
and he was beheaded. Along 
came Napoleon, turning the 
circle, but that didn’t finish 
well for him or France.

French Revolution
Over a period of 235 years, 

the story of the French Revolu-
tion has been whittled down 
to no more than fireworks 
and concerts. These days, 
people mostly remember La 
Guillotine and the Reign of 
Terror and not much else.

Nevertheless, inspired 
by America throwing off the 
English crown, and with the 
peace treaty actually signed 
in Paris, France chopped the 
monarchy a few years after 
America became a demo-
cratic republic.

It’s time for Australia to do 
the same. We are a country 
made from over 190 national-
ities of all colours and creeds. 
We are all immigrants, or 
children of immigrants that 
includes our First Nations 
people, who just happened 
to arrive a long time before 
anyone else. Australia is a 
melting pot.

The idea that we are in 
anyway a one nation mono-
culture, or could become 
one, is patently false and 
totally destructive to national 
harmony. I believe the 
English monarchy represents 
a monoculture that we have 
to leave behind. It’s a hollow, 
sick institution reduced to 
tabloid entertainment.

They can’t even make 
room for Harry and Megan, 
whereas Andrew still has a 
royal house. Pauline Han-
son’s monocultural concept, 
is based on an English royal 
family and attempts to 
disenfranchise most of our 
population. For that reason 
alone, it’s time Australia 
became a republic.

Opinion

Longtime Mullumbimby resident and adventurer, Chris 
Dewhirst, is currently in France living on his barge, Clancy. 
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MULLUMBIMBY

WE STAND BEHIND OUR FRESH FOOD 
We guarantee our fresh food will always be fresh, or we’ll replace it and refund your money.*

DINO’S IGA MULLUMBIMBY
62 BURRINGBAR STREET • PH 6684 2207

*Conditions apply. Specials available Wednesday 15/7/26 – Sunday 18/7/26. Limits may apply. We reserve the right to correct printing errors.

ON SALE WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAYON SALE WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAY

FRESH PRODUCE FRESH PRODUCE 
SPECIALSSPECIALS

Truss TomatoesTruss Tomatoes

MandarinsMandarins

Cherries (USA)Cherries (USA)

Blueberries PunnetsBlueberries Punnets

Carrots 1kg BagsCarrots 1kg Bags

Brushed PotatoesBrushed Potatoes

Brie Mon PèreBrie Mon Père

Mt Warning BaconMt Warning Bacon

DELI DELI 
SPECIALSSPECIALS

$$29299999
kg

$$444949
each

$$119999
kg

$$449999
kg

$$339999
kg

$$54549999
kg

$$27279999
kg

$$330000
2 for2 for
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The Bonobo by Raes opens in Byron Bay
When the team behind Raes 
was approached to operate 
a new hotel on Jonson 
Street, it marked a natural 
evolution for a brand that 
has spent more than three 
decades as a hands-on 
hospitality operator in 
Byron Bay – first through 
its boutique property on 
Wategos Beach, and now at 
The Bonobo.

The opportunity was 
shaped, in part, by a 
community problem Raes 
felt well-placed to help 
address. Byron Shire Council 
approved the development 
with a clear rationale – shift-
ing visitor demand away 
from existing housing stock 
leased short-term on Airbnb, 
and toward purpose-built, 
professionally serviced 

accommodation. For a town 
where housing pressure has 
pushed long-term rentals 
further out of reach for 
locals, it’s a step in the right 
direction – one hotel’s worth 
of visitor demand taken off 
the housing market.

It was this premise, paired 
with the property itself, that 
drew Raes in. The Bonobo’s 
mix of 74 rooms and resi-
dences – including two- and 
three-bedroom apartments 
with fully equipped kitchens 
and laundries – meant Raes 
could extend its level of 
service to the groups and 
families who’d otherwise 
have booked an entire house 
on Airbnb, without compet-
ing for the same housing 
locals need.

‘We were attracted to this 

project because of what it 
could offer the community 
as much as our guests,’ says 
Marty McCaig, group general 
manager, Raes. ‘Thirty years 
in, we’re still growing with the 
Byron community, and The 

Bonobo is very much part 
of that – it’s a place where 
guests, locals and anyone 
passing through are equally 
welcome. We’re really proud 
of what we’ve built here.’

That sense of belonging 

extends to The Lobby 
Lounge, an all-day space 
spilling across a terrace and 
open courtyard, conceived 
as a neighbourhood gather-
ing place rather than a hotel 
amenity – somewhere for 

a long lunch, a weeknight 
drink, or simply to be.

The precinct wears its 
regional roots proudly. 
The Lobby Lounge menu 
draws on local producers 
including Brookie’s gin, 
olives from Grumpy 
Grandma in the Northern 
Rivers, and seafood from 
Daniel Fleming in Byron 
Bay. The bar pours The 
Bonobo Lager, brewed 
exclusively for the property. 
Throughout the hotel, a 
curated collection of art 
and design celebrates 
Australian makers.

The Bonobo by Raes is 
now open. Hotel rooms 
from $355 per night. 

	■ Provided by The Bonobo.
www.thebonobo.com.au

Business in Focus

Volume 9 ~ 2026-2027

Your free guide to the flourishing 
health and wellbeing industry of 
Byron and the Northern Rivers

Latest 
magazine and website refresh 

OUT  
NOW!

www.byronhealing.com.au

Money matters: the dos and don’ts of investing
Financial markets remain 
one of the most effective 
ways to build wealth over 
time, regardless of external 
conditions. This is driven by 
the enduring human ability 
to innovate, adapt and 
create value.

Having navigated many 
market cycles, an important 
part of the role of experi-
enced financial advisors 
like Jake and Sam at Ord 
Minnett is helping clients 
avoid decisions that may be 
detrimental to their long-
term financial wellbeing.

Here are some of the 
key investment principles 
they believe are essential 
to making the most of your 
portfolio.

Always stay invested
During market downturns, 

the temptation to sell can 
be strong. However, these 

periods often present some 
of the best opportunities to 
increase exposure to quality 
assets – where circumstances 
and cash flow allow.

Likewise, sitting on the 
sidelines waiting for the 
‘perfect’ time to invest can 
also be costly. 

Markets are notoriously 
difficult to predict, which 
is why remaining invested 
and focusing on quality 
opportunities is often the 
more effective strategy.

Do the work before 
you invest

Investing should never be 
rushed. You wouldn’t pur-
chase a home without doing 
proper research, and shares 
should be approached with 
the same level of diligence.

That’s where experience 
matters.

The financial advisers 
at Ord Minnett, are backed 
by more than 150 years of 
corporate origins, creating 
strong foundations of 
market experience, research 
and insight, helping 
Australians navigate 

changing market conditions 
through generations 
of economic cycles. 
That depth of knowledge 
provides confidence, 
perspective and discipline 
when making investment 
decisions.

Use asset allocation 
to manage risk

Managing risk isn’t about 
avoiding markets altogether 
– it’s about structuring your 
portfolio correctly.

Holding defensive assets 
alongside growth assets 
such as shares can provide 
flexibility while still allowing 
you to benefit from long-
term market growth and 
compounding.

Harness the power 
of compounding

Compounding remains 
one of the most powerful 
forces in wealth creation.

By reinvesting returns, 
investments can grow expo-
nentially over time. Like-
wise, quality companies that 
reinvest retained earnings 

effectively can generate 
substantial long-term value 
for shareholders.

If you’d like to explore the 
right investment strategy for 
your next chapter, reach out 
to Jake or Sam at Ord Min-
nett to start a conversation.

	■ Jake Blumberg 
0412 285 029,  
jblumberg@ords.com.au  
or Sam La Cava  
0413 717 528,  
slacava@ords.com.au

	■ Provided by Ord Minnett. 
This article contains general 
advice only. Consider 
its suitability, and seek 
professional advice before 
acting. Ord Minnett Limited 
ABN 86 002 733 048, 
AFS Licence Number 237121. 
Terms and conditions here: 
www.ords.com.au/legal/
terms-and-conditions.

Jake and Sam bring a wealth of experience to their clients 
right here in the Byron Shire. Photo supplied

The Bonobo is a hotel gathering point for locals and visitors in Byron Bay. Photo supplied
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TERM 3
ENROL N   W
DIVE INTO CIRCUS!

spaghe�icircus.comspaghe�icircus.com

all abilities 
all welcome

all ages

KARATE
CLASSES
MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS
JUNIORS (8-13YRS) 4.30-5.30PM
SENIORS (14+ YRS) 5.45-7PM

ACTIVE AND CREATIVE  
KIDS VOUCHERS

Register online for two free classes

EWINGSDALE COMMUNITY HALL
Bangalow 8 min  • Brunswick 10 min  • Mullumbimby 13 min

jinwukoonkarate.com.au
0490 849 295

SINGING • GUITAR • DJ 
BASS • PIANO • DRUMS

Learn

0485 024 6890485 024 689
38 Gordon Street 38 Gordon Street 
MullumbimbyMullumbimby

feelinggroovymusicschool.com

BOOK 
ONLINE

SPAGHETTI 
CIRCUS 
Term 3 at Spaghetti Circus kicks off on Monday, 
20 July – and this term, everyone performs! 
Watch your kids (or you) perform in our annual 
show, with five shows across three unforgettable 
days: Friday 28, Saturday 29, and Sunday 30 
August at Mullumbimby Showgrounds.

Circus isn’t just for kids - our preschool classes 
(ages 2-5) build confidence, coordination and 
courage through play, while our adult classes 
let grown-ups swing, balance and tumble too 
– no experience needed.

Learn tightrope, trapeze, tissu, German 
wheel, juggling, acro-balance and more from 
experienced, encouraging coaches, then step 
into the spotlight for a show your whole family 
won’t stop talking about.

Active and Creative Kids vouchers accepted 
Enrol now at spaghetticircus.com  
or call 02 6684 3038

FEELING 
GROOVY  MUSIC 
SCHOOL 
Feeling Groovy Music School is a fresh and 
exciting new music school in Mullumbimby, 
built around creativity, community and a 
genuine love of music. What began as a small 
teaching practice has grown into its own 
vibrant space, now home to a passionate team 
of teachers and students of all ages. They 
offer lessons in singing, DJ’ing, guitar, piano, 
bass and drums, with each lesson shaped 
around the individual. Feeling Groovy is about 
confidence, connection, making music and 
feeling good! Book online.

www.feelinggroovymusicschool.com 
38 Gordon Street, Mullumbimby 
0485 024 689

J IN  WU KOON 
KARATE   
BYRON BAY 
Jin Wu Koon (JWK) Karate was established in 
Byron Bay in 1977 by Sensei Light. The club 
has produced champions at regional, state, 
national, and international levels in karate, 
kickboxing, and kung fu, while positively 
shaping generations of Byron Bay locals.

When taught well, karate supports 
strong personal development, building 
concentration, confidence, self-discipline, 
resilience, and self-awareness. Training also 
helps students manage stress, find purpose, 
and live by clear values. JWK Karate supports 
both children and adults to achieve goals 
on and off the mat through commitment, 
perseverance, and striving to be their best.

Their code of conduct follows Bushido 
principles: loyalty, honour, courage, honesty, 
respect, and humility in daily life.

jinwukoonkarate.com.au
jinwukoonkarate@gmail.com
0490 849 295
Ewingsdale Hall, Ewingsdale

SIGN 
         ON

SIGN UP
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Sport / Community at Work

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t excavator and 3m tipper truck

 Septic systems

 Sewer treatment systems

 Reliable local family-run business

 12 month guarantee on most jobs

Family owned and operated local business with 30 years of plumbing 
experience. Unblock Pipe Clearing has the latest technology and 
equipment for locating, eliminating and repairing all blockages – 
no matter what the size. Get the job done right the first time!

Phone James on 0429 888 683 Lic 378040C

Community On The Horizon

Tennis comp returns to Northern Rivers at Mullum and Bangalow

David Hywel

The Rebels men’s XV made 
the trip to Lismore Rugby 
Park on Ladies Day and 
delivered a commanding 
38-17 victory. A notable piece 
of club history was made 
as David Eastwell and his 
son Jude took to the field 
together in the first XV – 
believed to be the first father 
and son pairing for the newly 
merged Byron Shire club, 
with David having previously 
represented Bangalow.

The Rebels came out with 

intent from the off, a series 
of strong carries building 
momentum before Sam 
Valpy pushed through to the 
tryline himself and added 
the conversion for a 0-7 lead. 
The Rebels kept their foot 
down, more powerful run-
ning leading to Oisin Canney 
crossing for a second try, 
though the conversion was 
missed to leave it 0-12.

Lismore clawed back into 
the contest, cutting through 
the Rebels’ defensive line 
with an inside ball to make it 
7-12. The Rebels responded 

through their forwards, driv-
ing deep into Lismore’s 22 

before Jude Eastwell scored 
off a pick-and-go to restore 

a two-score cushion at 7-19. 
Lismore hit back again, 
working their backline off a 
scrum to score out wide and 
make it 12-19. The Rebels had 
the final say of the half how-
ever, winning a lineout a few 
metres out and Zach Klassen 
picking from the maul to run 
through and score. The half 
time score was 12-24.

Klassen picked up where 
he left off after the break, 
powering through three 
defenders to touch down and 
push the lead out to 12-31. A 
lengthy period of contested 

possession followed, with 
the Rebels threatening on 
multiple occasions without 
adding to their tally. Lismore 
took advantage, scoring out 
wide with fast play to make it 
17-31. The Rebels responded 
immediately, Valpy ground-
ing it again and converting to 
close out the scoring at 17-38.

Zach Klassen was named 
Man of the Match after a 
powerful display that yielded 
two tries. The Rebels travel 
to Albert Park next Saturday 
to face Casino, with kick off 
at 3.15pm.

Jesse Taylor

One of the Northern Rivers’ 
biggest tennis events is set to 
return later this month, with 
the 2026 Mullumbimby Com-
munity Open taking place 
on Saturday, 25 and Sunday, 
26 July across Mullumbimby 
and Bangalow tennis clubs.

Tournament organisers 
are encouraging players of 
all ages and abilities to get 
involved, with entries closing 
on Saturday, 18 July.

Fun tennis weekend 
for everyone

The event will feature 

Open, B Division, and Junior 
competitions, with $1,000 
prize money on offer for 
both the men’s and women’s 
open singles champions. 
Players may enter up to 
three events, making it a 
fantastic opportunity to 
enjoy a full weekend of 
tennis.

A new addition for 2026 
is the Orange Ball (9 and 
under) event, designed 
to introduce younger 
players to tournament 
tennis in a fun, supportive 
environment with coach 
supervision throughout 
the day.

The weekend promises 

more than just tennis, 
with live music, BBQ, and 
a welcoming community 
atmosphere creating an 
enjoyable experience 
for players, families, and 
spectators alike.

Whether you’re chasing 
dreams, gaining valuable 
match experience or simply 

looking to enjoy a weekend 
of community sport, 
organisers hope to see a 
strong turnout from across 
the region.

Players interested in 
taking part are encouraged 
to enter at: https://www.
mullumbimbytennisclub.
com/whats-on.

Oisin Canney scoring a try. Photo supplied

Oz Grom Open wraps up weekend in Lennox
After five days of competi-
tion, the 2026 Soundboks Oz 
Grom Open saw a fairytale 
finish to competition 
yesterday at Lennox Head’s 
Seven Mile Beach, with huge 
performances, bluebird skies 
and local wins in dreamy 
two-foot conditions.

Lachlan Arghyros 
(Kingscliff, NSW) claimed 
a breakthrough victory at 
the 2026 Traeger Grills Pro 
Junior at Lennox Head, 
delivering a composed and 
high-performance display 
throughout the final.

In the Under 16 Boys divi-
sion, Loci Cullen continued 
his remarkable run of form, 
backing up his recent victory 
at the Billabong Occy’s Grom 
Comp just a week earlier by 
claiming the another title at 
Lennox Head.

Arghyros combined 
powerful rail surfing with 
progressive manoeuvres to 

post the highest two-wave 
total of the final, holding off 
a talented field to claim the 

prestigious Pro Junior title.
	■ Read full story in The Echo 

online: www.echo.net.au.

Oz Grom 2026. Photo O’Neill Australia

Mullumbimby CWA
Plans are underway to celebrate 
the centenary of Mullumbimby CWA 
branch, which was formed in 1926. The 
celebration will be a special lunch at the 
CWA Rooms, at noon on Saturday, 22 
August. The rooms will be open at 11am 
for viewing of the historical displays. 
There are many local family names on 
the honour boards, and it is hoped at 
least one member of each of the local 
families will attend the celebration. 
Contact branch secretary Jenny Barlow 
on 66 847 282 to add your name to the 
list. All branch members are saddened 
by the loss of patron and life member, 
Elna Bostock. They will attend her 
funeral service and form a guard of 
honour to show their respect, on 16 July. 

Harold and Maude
Cult classic Harold and Maude will be 
screened on 15 July by the Mullumbimby 
Drill Hall Film Society. The introduction 
will be by Charles Hambling, a 
professional actor who has written for TV 
and radio and taught video production. 
Charles is a member of the committee 
and he says: ‘The film divided audiences 
and critics. It bombed when it was first 
released but today Rotten Tomatoes rates 
it 99.5 and it is now widely praised for its 
anti-war and anti-repression themes’. All 
enquiries to drillhallfilms@gmail.com

Christmas in July
The Crowley Care Auxiliary is hosting a 
Christmas in July Luncheon on Thursday, 
23 July 2026, from 12.30pm to 3.30pm 
at Crowley Activity Centre in Ballina. 
Tickets are $45 per person and include 
Christmas nibbles, lunch, dessert, live 
entertainment and lucky door prizes. 
All proceeds support activities and 
programs for Crowley Care residents. 
RSVP by Thursday, 16 July to Crowley 
Care Reception at 154 Cherry Street, 
Ballina – phone 1300 139 099. BYO 
drinks. Please advise of any dietary 
requirements when booking.

REDinc 
REDinc is a local grass-roots disability 
support provider that specialises in 
creating meaningful social experiences 
for people living with disability in 
the Northern Rivers region. Join the 
REDinc Saturday Adventure Club 
for Whale Watching on Saturday, 1 
August. Participants will be able to get 
up-close and personal with some of 
the world’s largest mammals, while 
enjoying a thrilling cruise adventure 
on a wheelchair accessible boat. 
This is a fully supported event. For 
more information, please contact 
miranda.burne@redinc.org.au or call 
0491 067 452.

Byron Shire Rebels men’s XV vs Lismore on Ladies Day
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The 
Good Life

Dining Guide
Good Taste

Check the vital details of some of the region’s finest foodies.

BILLINUDGEL

ROSEFINA’S MEXICAN
Funkin’ space. Real Mexican.

Open: Thurs and Fri 4pm to late 
Sat 12 noon to 2.30pm, 5pm to late 

Sun 12.30pm to 8pm
Address: 8/10 Wilfred Street, Billinudgel

www.rosefinas.place

BYRON BAY

THREE BLUE DUCKS
At The Farm enjoy a wander in the fields, meet 

the animals, and picnic in the sun… there really is 
something for everyone.

Open: Monday – Friday 8am – 4pm  
Saturday 8am – 6:30pm 

Sunday 8am – 8pm 
Address: The Farm, 11 Ewingsdale Rd, Ewingsdale

www.threeblueducks.com/byron

NO BONES BYRON BAY
Vegan Kitchen + Bar

$20 Carbonara Mondays, all night (until sold out). 
HAPPIEST HOUR: 5-6pm every night: $8 local 

taps, $14 cocktails, $10 mocktails, $9 natural wines
Live jazz by Mondo Hum, first Fri each month

Open: 7 nights from 5pm
Address: 11 Fletcher Street, Byron Bay

@nobonesrestaurants

ROCA BYRON BAY
Latin fusion restaurant blending deeply rooted 

Latin American traditions, with innovative 
techniques and a flair for presentation.

Open: every day except Wednesday 6.30am to late
Address: 14 Lawson Street, Byron Bay

www.rocabyronbay.com.au

FOREST BYRON BAY
Rainforest views, farm-to-table dining, and a menu 

showcasing the best of Northern Rivers produce.
Open: 7 days: Breakfast 7.30 – 10.30am  

Lunch on verandah from 12 – 3pm  
Dinner 5.30 – 9pm

Address: 77-97 Broken Head Road, Byron Bay
crystalbrookcollection.com/byron/forest

BOMBAY TO BYRON 
AUTHENTIC INDIAN FOOD 

Serving Indian food to Byron Bay for last 12 years. 
Open: Monday 4:30pm – 9:30pm 

Tuesday to Sunday 12 noon – 3pm 
and 4:30pm – 9:30pm 

Address : 3/93 Jonson Street Byron Bay 
Contact: 02 6680 7437 

bombaytobyron@gmail.com

MANNA HAVEN
100% whole food, plant-based, house-made meals 

that are delicious and full of love.
Celebrating 20 years in Byron! 
Open: Mon to Fri 11am – 3pm

Address: 97 Jonson Street, Byron Bay
mannahaven.com.au

www.echo.net.au/good-taste
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The Good Life

Open 6am – 12pm 
Monday – Saturday

Shop 6/108 Stuart Street
Mullumbimby.

@bimbi_coffee_shop
ALLPRESS ESPRESSSO

C O F F E E  S H O P

lizzijjackson@gmail.com 0414 895 441
Gluten-free and special dietary needs catered for.

CELEBRATIONS
Cakes by Liz Jackson

BYRON BAY PORK & 
MEATS BUTCHERY

Come in and see our friendly 
staff for a choice of local, grass 
fed, organic & free-range meats. 
All antibiotic and hormone free.

Mon–Fri 6am to 5pm / Sat 6am to midday
70 Dalley St, Mullumbimby  |  6684 2137

Byron Bay has always been a place 
that draws people in. Some come for 
a weekend, others for a season, and 
many end up staying for a lifetime. It is 
a town shaped by movement, creativity 
and reinvention, where every genera-
tion leaves its own mark.

Against that backdrop, there is 
something quietly remarkable about 
the places that endure.

Fishheads first opened its doors 
overlooking Main Beach in 2000. More 
than two decades later, it remains one 
of Byron Bay’s constants. In a town 
that continues to evolve, that kind of 
longevity is less about standing still 
and more about growing alongside the 
community.

Its location is one of the most rec-
ognisable in Australia, perched above 
Main Beach with uninterrupted views of 
the ocean. It is a place that could easily 
have become something very different 
over the years. Instead, owner Ralph 
Mamone has continued to invest in a 
business built not only on its setting, 
but on its connection to the people who 
call Byron home.

That connection has always 
extended beyond the restaurant itself. 
Every Christmas Day, Fishheads opens 

its doors to provide lunch for people 
who may otherwise go without. Over 
the years it has become a meeting 
place for celebrations, post-surf 
breakfasts, family traditions and 
everyday moments, welcoming visitors 
while never losing sight of the local 
community that has supported it since 
the beginning.

This year marks another turning 
point. After 26 years managing the 
Byron Bay Memorial Pool, Fishheads is 
beginning a new chapter, with thought-
ful changes planned for September that 
build on the values that have shaped 
the business from the start.

Those values are reflected in 
initiatives like Tuesday Locals Night. 
At a time when dining out has become 
increasingly difficult for many house-
holds, Fishheads has worked hard to 
keep its $25 meal offering intact. Fish 
and chips, mussels or the chef’s weekly 
special are available at a price designed 
to make a night out feel possible, not 
exclusive. It isn’t simply about offering a 
discount; it’s about making sure there’s 
still room for locals around the table.

Sometimes that gathering is over 
breakfast and a Toby’s Estate coffee. 
Sometimes it’s oysters at sunset, a glass 
of wine after work, or dinner with family 
and friends.

For 26 years, Fishheads has looked 
out over Main Beach. More importantly, 
it has looked after the community that 
has made it feel like home.

	■ Fishheads Byron Bay, 1 Jonson St. 
fishheadsbyron.com.au

As the cooler months settle over Byron 
Bay, No Bones is embracing the season 
with a fresh menu designed for long 
lunches that roll into dinner, shared 
plates and evenings spent lingering 
over good food and cocktails. Tucked 
just moments from Main Beach, the 
local favourite has built a reputation for 
bold flavours, creative cooking and a 
welcoming atmosphere that keeps both 
locals and visitors returning time and 
time again.

The new seasonal menu continues 
that philosophy, showcasing produce-
driven dishes that are both comforting 
and inventive. Standout plates include 
hibachi grilled beans with creamy ajo 
blanco, smoked almonds and herb 
oil, housemade ravioli filled with 
potato and celeriac and finished with 
fermented cashew and orange butter, 
and sticky tofu served with whipped 

peanut and sesame cream, crispy lotus 
root and fragrant herbs. Whether you’re 
ordering a few dishes to share or set-
tling in with one of their chef-curated 
banquet menus, there’s plenty to 
discover. And no visit is complete with-
out the restaurant’s famous tiramisu, 
a dessert that has become a favourite 
among regulars.

The experience extends well beyond 
the menu. Mondays are made for No 
Bones popular $20 Carbonara, available 
from 5pm, while Happy Hour runs every 
evening from 5pm to 6pm – $14 cock-
tails, $10 mocktails, $9 natural wines 
and $8 local tap beers. On the first 
Friday of every month, the restaurant 
welcomes local jazz crew Mondo Hum 
from 7pm.

Increasingly, No Bones is 
also becoming a destination for 
celebrations. The intimate restaurant 

provides a unique backdrop for 
birthdays, engagement parties, 
wedding celebrations, corporate 
dinners and private events, with 
tailored food and beverage packages 
designed around each occasion. 
Combining seasonal menus, 
handcrafted drinks and genuine 
hospitality, it’s a space that feels 
effortlessly special without ever being 
overly formal.

Whether you’re discovering the 
new menu, settling in for live jazz 
with friends, or planning your next 
celebration, No Bones continues to 
offer the kind of dining experience that 
captures the relaxed spirit of Byron 
Bay – thoughtful food, great drinks and 
memorable moments shared around 
the table.

	■ Book online at nobones.co

A place that has stayed

Fishheads , which opened in 2000, 
has a wonderful position overlooking 
Main Beach.

No Bones: new seasonal menu captures the 
relaxed spirit of Byron dining
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health  
& healing

Gaia Retreat & Spa Rebalance Retreat
Hormonal changes can affect every aspect of wellbeing, 
from energy and sleep to mood, confidence and physical 
health. Gaia Retreat & Spa’s four-night Rebalance Retreat has 
been thoughtfully designed to support women navigating 
perimenopause, menopause, and healthy ageing through a 
personalised, evidence-based approach. 
Combining holistic therapies with expert guidance, the program 
includes a traditional Chinese medicine session, restorative 
massage, age-defying facial with LED light therapy, and a private 
mindfulness, meditation or restorative yoga session. Tailored to 
each guest’s individual needs, the Rebalance Retreat provides 
practical tools to help manage symptoms while nurturing long-
term health and vitality. 
Set within the tranquil Byron Bay hinterland, this immersive 
retreat offers the space to slow down, reconnect with yourself, and 
embrace this stage of life with greater balance and confidence.

02 6687 1216
gaiaretreat.com.au

Releaf Integrative Clinic & Dispensary
Releaf Integrative Clinic & Dispensary brings a fresh, modern 
approach to traditional healthcare in Byron Bay. Located at 91 
Jonson Street, Releaf specialises in alternative medicine, offering 
natural, evidence‑informed therapies for those seeking a more 
holistic path to wellbeing. Our clinicians blend integrative care 
with a personalised approach, supporting patients who want 
options beyond conventional treatments. With Medicare‑rebated 
consultations and an onsite dispensary, Releaf makes accessing 
alternative care simple, streamlined, and supportive. Whether 
you’re exploring natural therapies for chronic health concerns or 
looking for a new way to approach your wellness, Releaf provides 
compassionate guidance and modern solutions. 
Want to learn more? Book in for a free discovery call today.  
Visit releaf.com.au and discover a more natural way forward.

91 Jonson Street, Byron Bay
releaf.com.au

Nurture, build and strengthen
At Byron Community College, learning is about more than gaining 
new skills – it’s about nurturing wellbeing, building confidence and 
strengthening community. This term’s course lineup reflects the 
many ways education can support a healthier, more connected life.
Build the confidence to support others through Mental Health 
First Aid, explore a career in aged care or disability through 
Foundations of Support Work, or refresh essential lifesaving skills 
with First Aid & CPR. Learn to grow your fresh fruit, vegetables 
and herbs in Backyard Food Production, explore your creativity in 
Introduction to Floristry, or discover the therapeutic benefits of 
music in Guitar Level 1, where learning to play can be a rewarding 
way to relax, unwind and express yourself. 
With something for every interest, stage of life, and goal, there’s a 
course for everyone.

www.byroncollege.org.au

Kate Messenger Kinesiology
Pain is not ‘normal’. Some wear and tear is natural as we age, 
however that plantar fasciitis, sore shoulder, or gut ache 
is actually your body trying to bring to your attention that 
something is out of balance. 
Kinesiology is a gentle, holistic modality that helps reveal and 
release all kinds of stress held in the body. At its heart is the 
understanding that your body’s innate intelligence is always 
communicating, trying to guide you toward balance.
During a session, Kate uses gentle muscle monitoring to reveal 
what’s out of alignment – whether the root is emotional, structural, 
biochemical, energetic or subconscious. She then works with gentle, 
targeted techniques to shift the imbalance and help the body 
recalibrate itself so healing and repair become more accessible.

0413 003 301
katemessengerkinesiology.com.au
@katemessenger_kinesiology

The Gyuto Monks of Tibet 
at Crystal Castle
The Gyuto Monks of Tibet are in residence at 
Crystal Castle until 30 August, offering a rare 
opportunity to experience a 600-year-old 
meditation tradition.
Set amongst giant crystals and peaceful botanic 
gardens, you can witness sacred chanting, observe 
the creation of sand mandalas and explore 
practices that encourage stillness, mindfulness and reflection.
Combined with daily meditation and crystal singing bowl experiences, Crystal Castle offers a 
tranquil space where you can slow down and reconnect with a sense of calm and wellbeing. 
The monks daily program is  included in your entry pass. No additional charge.

Crystal Castle & Shambhala Gardens
81 Monet Drive, Montecollum 
Open every day 10am – 5pm, last entry 4pm
02 6684 3111 crystalcastle.com.au/gyuto-monks/

The Byron Bay Vedic 
Meditation Retreat  
with Kate Cliff
Join Kate Cliff for a four-day Vedic Meditation 
Retreat from 3 to 6 August at Byron Bay’s Wybalena 
Organic Farm. Set on 170 acres of pristine 
countryside, this intimate retreat includes Vedic 
meditation, rounding, breathwork, personalised 
Ayurvedic massage, time in nature, and organic 
meals by Burbury Wholefoods. 
Learn Vedic meditation or deepen your existing practice in a supportive environment. 
Designed to calm the nervous system and restore clarity, energy and vitality, the retreat 
blends ancient Vedic wisdom with modern science. With more than 13 years 
of experience, former corporate lawyer and Vedic meditation teacher Kate 
Cliff offers a practical approach to lasting wellbeing. Leave feeling grounded, 
refreshed and equipped with practical tools for everyday life.

Bookings: info@katecliffmeditation.com.au or 0403 679 848

The Buttery
Since 1973, The Buttery has specialised in caring 
for, and supporting, people with mental health 
issues, and alcohol and other drug conditions.
The not-for-profit, charitable organisation delivers 
residential rehabilitation and outreach services 
across Northern NSW. While their head office is in 
Binna Burra in the Byron Hinterland, the footprint 
of The Buttery covers Tweed Heads in the north, 
to Port Macquarie in the south, and Kyogle to the 
west. In 2025, 10,009 participants were welcomed across their programs; 149 participants to 
residential services, and 9,860 participants across community and outreach offerings.
All Buttery programs are evidence-based and represent best practice, they are run by a team 
of staff with plenty of experience (50% have lived experience of alcohol and other drug misuse 
themselves).

02 6687 1111
buttery.org.au
intake@buttery.org.au
@the_buttery_aust
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Jeff Dawson’s pics from Mullum Roots Festival and Back to Bruns

Accordion busker
The Back to 

Bruns Hot Rod 
Run rumbled 
through town 

on Sunday.

Kyle Lionheart

Bill Chambers

Peter O'Doherty, Claire Moore and Dave Graney
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Byron Healing is a go-to website featuring informative 
and entertaining articles on health and wellbeing. 
It features a host of practitioners and businesses 
in the industry, offering a range of modalities and 
services across the Northern Rivers.

Upcoming Byron Healing client events

byronhealing.com.au 

Your free guide to the flourishing health and wellbeing 

industry of Byron and the Northern Rivers

Volume 9 ~ 2026-2027

byronhealing.com.au

The ReSurfacing Workshop 
Held by:  Monique Jowsey 
Date: August 1,2
Time: 9.30am–6.30pm over two days
Address: Zoom link will be provided 
Contact:  0411 643 935 
avataroceania.com 
moniquej@avataroceania.com

Mental Health First Aid *
Held by: Byron Community College
Date: Mullumbimby: Wed 29 Jul – Thur 30 Jul 
Byron: Tues 25 Aug – Wed 26 Aug
Time: 9am–5pm
Price: *This training is subsidised by The NSW 
Government and may be fee free for eligible applicants
Address: Mullum campus: 6/8 Burringbar St
Byron Campus: 10 Shirley St
Contact: 02 6684 3374 
customercare@byroncollege.org.au 
byroncollege.org.au 

First Aid & CPR
Held by: Byron Community College
Date: Tue 23 June, Mon 27 July, Tue 18 Aug, Wed 16 Sept
Time: 9.30am–3.30pm
Price: First Aid $150, CPR $70
Address: Byron Campus: 10 Shirley St
Contact: 02 6684 3374 
customercare@byroncollege.org.au 
byroncollege.org.au 

Byron Wellness Festival
Held by: Urban Creative Events Pty Ltd
Date: Fri 27 Nov – Sun 29 Nov
Time: Fri 5pm–10pm, Sat 7am–10pm, Sun 7am–9pm
Address: Red Devils Park, Byron Bay
Contact: info@byronwellnessfestival.com
byronwellnessfestival.com

Tuning Fork Workshop
Held by: Elizabeth Huxtable
Date: Sat 18 Jul
Time: 3.30pm–4.30pm
Address: 494 Left Bank Rd, Mullumbimby Creek
Contact: 0477 526 955 
elizabethhuxtable.com/events

Byron Mini Retreat
Held by: Flo Fenton’s Intouch Yoga
Date: Sat 15 Aug – Sun 16 Aug
Time: Sat 2–4.30pm, Sun 9.30am–4pm
Address: Suffolk Park Community Hall, 145 Alcorn St
Contact: 0418 441 437
intouchyogabyronbay.com/byron-bay-mini-yoga-retreat/
flo@intouchyogabyronbay.com

Bali Yoga and Culture Retreat
Held by: Flo Fenton’s Intouch Yoga
Date: Sun 15 Nov – Sat 21 Nov
Time: Begins 5.30pm Sunday, ends 10am Saturday
Address: The Shala Bali, Ubud
Contact: 0418 441 437 · flo@intouchyogabyronbay.
com intouchyogabyronbay.com/bali-yoga-
retreat-2026/

Yoga Course for Beginners
Held By: Lila Kirtana and Laxmivan Kubitzky
Date: Mon 29 Jun – Fri 3 Jul 
Time: 5am–7.15pm
Address: Krishna Village, 525 Tyalgum Rd, Eungella
Contact: https://krishnavillage-retreat.com/courses/
cultivate-your-home-practice

Breathwork Practitioner Training
Held By: Erin Saw & team
Date: Fri 13 Nov – Sun 15 Nov
Time: 10am–5pm
Address: Krishna Village, 525 Tyalgum Rd., Eungella
Contact: https://krishnavillage-retreat.com/courses/
breathwork-practitioner-training

Reiki Practitioner Training Level 2
Held By: Shadi Kennedy
Date: Fri 10 Jul – Sun 12 Jul
Time: 9.30am–4pm
Address: Krishna Village, 525 Tyalgum Rd, Eungella
Contact: https://krishnavillage-retreat.com/courses/
reiki-2

Vedic Fire Ceremony: Maha Yagna
Held By: Narahari Moncrieff
Date: Sat 11 Jul
Time: 4pm
Address: Krishna Village, 525 Tyalgum Rd., Eungella
Contact: https://krishnavillage-retreat.com/courses/
yagna 

Learn To Lead Kirtan Immersion
Held By: Lila Kirtana & Laxmivan Kubitzky
Date: Mon 20 Jul – Fri 24 Jul
Time: 9.30am-4pm
Address: Krishna Village, 525 Tyalgum Rd, Eungella
Contact: https://krishnavillage-retreat.com/courses/
kirtan-training 

Craniosacral Therapy: Masterclasses ‘Eyes 
& Vision & Immune System’
Held By: Etienne Peirsman
Date: Sat 25 Jul – Sun 2 Aug
Address: Krishna Village, 525 Tyalgum Rd, Eungella
Contact: https://krishnavillage-retreat.com/
craniosacral-therapy-training

Yoga Nidra & Sound Bath Immersion - 
Harmony Within
Held by: Lionsgate Wellness
Date: Sat 18 Jul
Time: 2.30pm–4.30 pm
Address: Heartwood Farm, 498 Binna Burra Rd, Federal
Contact: https://www.lionsgatewellness.com.au/yoga-
nidra-sound-bath-18-july-2026

Breathwork,  
Blue Lotus & The New Moon in Cancer
Held by: Lionsgate Wellness
Date: Sun 19 Jul
Time: 2.30pm–5.30 pm
Address: Heartwood Farm, 498 Binna Burra Rd, Federal
Contact: https://www.lionsgatewellness.com.au/
breathwork-blue-lotus-and-cancer-new-moon-19-
july-2026

Equine Assisted Healing - Horse Wisdom
Held by: Lionsgate Wellness
Date: Sun 26 Jul
Time: 11am–2pm
Address: Heartwood Farm, 498 Binna Burra Rd, Federal
Contact: https://www.lionsgatewellness.com.au/
equine-assisted-healing-26-july-2026

Lion’s Gate Portal Day Retreat - Divine 
Expansion
Held by: Lionsgate Wellness
Date: Sat 8 Aug
Time: 9.30am–4.30pm
Address: Heartwood Farm, 498 Binna Burra Rd, Federal
Contact: https://www.lionsgatewellness.com.au/lions-
gate-portal-breathwork-retreat-byron-bay-8-august

Mindful Self Protection - A one-day workshop
Held by: Shirsha Marie
Date: Sun 13 Sep 
Time: 10am–4.30pm
Address: Brisbane Venue TBA
Contact: https://heartmindcentre.com.au/workshops/

Vedic Meditation Course
Held by: The Meditation People
Date: Mon 10 Aug – Thu 13 Aug
Time: By arrangement (90 minute lessons each day)
Address: Provided upon registration.
Contact: https://themeditationpeople.com/info-sessions
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Cryptic Clues 
ACROSS
1.  Desanctify wicked secret deacon (12)
8.  Get back together; Grundy to pour 

out  (7)
9.  Sour expert caught after breaking 

rib (7)
11. Take vehicle, be in debt – Santa’s 

kind of transport! (7)
12. Painting, perhaps – skill for master 

(7)
13. She keeps the lists – not the 

Queen! (5)
14. Kill the game – it’s a dangerous 

passage (9)
16. Amusing, or badly under-

educated? (9)
19. Straightforward country singer 

James (5)
21. Absurd English icon, so absurd 

Romanian playwright (7) 
23. A toff, the French king – not as 

rough (7)
24. Designer information turns black (7)
25. Popular soft drink for Spanish 

princess (7)
26. Questioned when old gun found 

concealed in grave (12)

DOWN
1.  Wrong deity rises at a steady pace 

(7)
2.  There’s a big bird sitting on the 

pub – take a big lever! (7)
3.  Greek character, one loony writer 

up for element 93 (9)
4.  Cat leaves Median capital for Hulk 

actor? (1,4)
5.  About about about about about 

ten? Go back inside! (2-5)
6.  Publication for account of sad, 

short sex-drive (7)
7.  Requirement to quietly overhaul (12)
10. Pundits provide observation, song 

and tea, by the sound of it (12)
15. Surprisingly, soigné gay is 

unconcerned (9)
17. Figure no horse working (7)
18. Baronet returns alone for a 

meatball (7)
19. Good gamble over misleading 

fine (7)
20. Smooth but uninsulated (7)
22. Maybe wiser, unlike 20 (5)

Quick Clues 
ACROSS
1.  Annul declaration of holiness, 

desanctify (12)
8.  Come together in a pack once 

more (7)
9.  Bitter, caustic (7)
11. Reindeer (7)
12. Mode of artistic expression (7)
13. One who keeps records (5)
14. Passage across gap in a glacier (9)
16. Uneducated person, idiot (9)
19. Direct, not sharp (5)
21. Playwright of the absurd, 

Eugene … (7)
23. Kinder, less rough (7)
24. Pertaining to a black person (7)
25. Spanish princess (7)
26. Questioned aggressively (12)

DOWN
1.  Steady pace between walking and 

running (7)
2.  Large iron lever (7)
3.  Element with atomic number 93 

(9)
4.  Initial and name of Hulk actor (1,4)
5.  Go inside again (2-5)
6.  Small newspaper size, not 

broadsheet (7)
7.  Requirement stated in advance (12)
10. Collective noun for critics and 

columnists (12)
15. Carefree, untroubled (9)
17. Nine-sided figure (7)
18. Meatball (7)
19. Do good to, be of service (7)
20. Without wrinkles, smooth (of a 

face) (7)
22. Of a greater age (5)

Crossword by Mungo MacCallum #17

Last week’s solution Emma Briggs #9

■ Crossword circa 2008

Mungo from the Bardo

T R A Y W A I L M I G H T
O B T L E A R I
R O A D H O U S E G R I N D
N N E M C E F A
A B D O M E N H A N D F U L
D O E U E T I
O W N E D S U S T A I N E D
E A S R I
S P I R I T U A L S K I D S

D T N I E N A
J A Y W A L K G E N E S I S
A L L E H S H T
M U L T I M E T R O N O M E
I I A P E R R R
E X C O N T E R N A T M S
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7               
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 26              

 

ARIES: Neptune retrograde transits, 
especially when they’re in your sign, have 
a way of dissolving whatever’s just not 
solid enough to hold in current conditions. 
Which can be challenging, but on the upside 
does tend to clear the path necessary for 
something far more deserving of your 
considerable energy.

TAURUS: Mercury’s backspin in your 
communication zone may see some edgy 
reactions from your inner circle this week. In 
which case Chiron in your sign advises that 
owning your part in miscommunications 
could broker some genuine breakthroughs 
to deeper understanding and a more 
eff ective way of connecting in the future.

GEMINI: With the explosive combo of 
changemaker Uranus and motivating 
Mars in your sign there’s bound to be 
brainstorms, but not every exciting idea 
is worth pursuing, especially if it stirs up 
division or drama. Better to park them for 
now in the pending file till Mercury moves 
forward again next week.

CANCER: This week’s new moon in your 
sign shines on Cancer’s prime season for 
sprucing up your base of operations. Home 
is the Crab’s power place, and as seasonal 
peristalsis draws energy inwards to address 
domestic concerns, if you’ve been thinking 
about a decor upgrade, now’s the time to do 
something about it.

LEO: As this year’s astral season of at-home 
cosying draws to a close, Jupiter in Leo 
boosts your confidence and charisma to 
tackle this week’s challenges with artistic 
flair, signature saviour faire and trademark 
showmanship. And also to encourage 
others by inviting them into your luminous 
personal sphere.

VIRGO: Yes Virgo, there’s plenty to grumble 
and grouch about this week: climate 
change, imminent Armageddon, bills 
through the roof. But try being thankful as 
you’re paying for things many people in 
the world don’t have, because practising 
gratitude signals to the universe to keep the 
incoming current flowing.

LIBRA: Online shopping during Mercury 
retro can be a recipe for post-purchase 
dissonance, so check return policies, 
along with backing up data, reconfirming 
arrangements and being patient with delays 
and technical diff iculties. Good news? It’s a 
peak week to rest, revisit projects on hold 
and reconnect with friends.

SCORPIO: This week’s Mercury retrograde 
runs true to form in being the time to have 
a backup Plan B up your sleeve, and also to 
practise the re- verbs, as in renegotiating 
relationship agreements, redefining 
boundaries, reaching towards clearer 
understandings, revisiting forgotten dreams 
and restoring order in the home zone.

SAGITTARIUS: Wanting to initiate an 
air-clearing convo before you explode like a 
human volcano? Okay, but you’ll need to be 
sensitive to nuance, and willing to attune to 
the mood of your audience. Or alternatively, 
wait till Mercury’s more amenable next 
week to finding the right words to express 
your feelings.

CAPRICORN: Capricorns tend to prefer 
managing diff icult situations solo, but astral 
emphasis in your partnership department 
advises that problem-solving would benefit 
from pairing up. This is an astrologically 
auspicious week to reach out and ask for 
support, when connections tested by Mercury 
retrograde could become even stronger.

AQUARIUS: This week’s solar emphasis in 
your administrative sector is prime time 
for Aquarians to overhaul anything that’s 
bogging you down. To schedule overdue 
appointments, clear clutter, and honestly 
assess whether the helpers in your life are 
just creating more work. Above all to give 
Aquarius some quality self-care.

PISCES: Your planet ruler Neptune’s 
retrograde suggests that channelling current 
astro-energies into conscious choices rather 
than reflex reactions will help you feel 
increasingly less and less aff ected by echoes 
of the past. Tune into this week’s emphasis 
in your creative zone to make this process 
more fun and enjoyable.

STARS 
BY LILITH
Retro Mercury’s 
misunderstandings 
can be genuinely 
upsetting. That 
said, they also 
offer a golden 
opportunity to try 
again, with feeling, 
for clearer, kinder 
communicating…

CANCER THE CRAB

How the Phone Stole Us
When I was a child we didn’t have 

a phone. We couldn’t afford 
it. If we needed to make a call 

we went next door to the Clancys’ house 
and sat at their kitchen bench, lifted the 
receiver, turned the Bakelite handle three 
times, and waited for the operator. My 
school friend’s mum, Maureen worked the 
switchboard at the local post office and 
she’d ask for the connecting number. I’d 
say ‘324’ and she’d put me through to my 
Grandmother, or one of the three people 
I knew who had a phone. Sometimes you 
could just say their name because Maureen 
knew everyone in the district.

A phone was an emergency system. 
You didn’t ring to chat. It was to deliver a 
message. Someone was sick. Someone 
was requesting assistance. Someone was 
dead. Our lack of a phone was further proof 
that we were poor. But Mum was a widow, 
and a phone was an indulgence. Contact 
with the outside world came by actually 
going outside – to the shops, to the pub, 
to church. If you wanted to stay in touch 
with friends and relatives elsewhere you 
wrote letters. And they turned up daily in 
the metal box on my fence. I loved letter 
writing. Ever since I was a little girl I wrote 
letters. I sent my other Grandmother, the 
one that lived 90 minutes away, long letters 
about my week. I shared stories of my pony 
rides in the bush, a hidden creek I’d found, 
a drawing I’d done at school, and included 
a dried flower I’d grown and pressed in 
a book. I didn’t send photos because we 
didn’t have a camera either. And when we 
did have one, Mum would only ever have 
a roll of 24 which would last 12 months. 
The decision to take a photo was made at 
special occasions, where we would stand in 
a group after a family lunch and squint into 
the sun. Most of the memories of my early 
life are just that – memories. I don’t have 
photographic records.

If I wanted to know something about 
the world, I would go next door to the Clan-
cys’ again and borrow their relevant Ency-
clopedia Britannica. All the knowledge we 
needed was contained in this set of books 
that was sold by door-to-door salesmen to 
parents eager to support their kid’s educa-
tion. Animals, biology, ancient and modern 
history could be looked up alphabetically, 
the correct book chosen – E for Egypt, and 
the entire ancient civilisation would be 
divulged with two pictures and about 300 
words. That was my access to knowledge.

Every night we ate dinner and watched 
the ABC news on a small black and white 
television. That was how we were informed 
about politics and world affairs. I didn’t 
understand it, but it felt important so I 

watched quietly, waiting for the story of 
hope that came at the end about a dog 
who ran away and came back.

To listen to music I chose from one 
of about 20 albums and opened the lid 
on the stereogram, set the dial to 33 and 
placed a shiny, black vinyl disc on the 
turntable. Shirley Bassey, Glen Campbell, 
Johnny Matthis, Chad Morgan. It wasn’t 
an impressive collection. The radio, which 
we listened to every morning was 4SB. 
A country radio station that did hospital 
calls. ‘This one’s for Mavis, she’s just had a 
hysterectomy’, and then they’d play a Slim 
Dusty song. I didn’t scroll on YouTube. I 
closed my eyes, and I used my imagination.

I’m 58 and it seems incomprehensible 
how much has changed since I was eight. 
Now we all have a phone, and it’s not 
a phone, it’s a device. It’s technically a 
supercomputer that gives us access to all 
the information to nearly everything that 
has ever happened. It streams news. It 
plays music – not 20 crappy albums – virtu-
ally everything ever recorded. It stores 
thousands of photos and videos that I 
take every day of things as meaningless as 
where I parked my car. It holds my banking, 
my credit cards, my digital ID, it hosts plat-
forms to connect me with friends but also 
strangers. It gathers my data and sends me 
advertisements of sensible leather boots 

,that I buy while I’m lying in bed. It shows 
me reels of luxurious holidays, exposes me 
to the outrage of those who farm hate. If I 
wanted to I could use this device to surveil 
my kids. Although we are all surveilled 
through the massive legal infrastructure of 
commercial data tracking, cellular network 
logs and targeted software. My device has 
maps to help me when I’m lost. Yet we are 
so lost. We have so much information, yet 
we are so misinformed. We have so much 
connection, yet we are so lonely. We use 
the phone to keep us safe, yet it puts us at 
risk. We no longer get bored. Instead we are 
anxious, overwhelmed and sad.

The device meant to save us, has 
enslaved us.

I think back with irony to the moment 
when things changed, my short legs swing-
ing on the stool in the Clancys’ kitchen, 
telling my Grandmother the good news. 
‘We’re getting a phone!’

	■ Mandy Nolan’s column has appeared 
in The Echo for almost 25 years. She is a 
writer, comedian and artist, is the prese-
lected Greens candidate for Ballina and 
was the Greens candidate at the past two 
federal elections.

Soapbox  www.echo.net.au/soap-box

MANDY NOLAN’S

My device has maps to help me 
when I’m lost. Yet we are so lost. 
We have so much information, yet 
we are so misinformed. We have so 

much connection, yet we are so lonely. 
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Sarah Grant 6pm,  DJ Renee Simone 9.15pm
Duelling Piano Bar 9pmTHUR 16 JULY

The Swamps 7pm,  Zee & The Gravity 10.15pm 
Duelling Piano Bar 8pmFRI  17 JULY

Tiffiny Grace 5pm,  
Vinyl Sundays ft Hot Salami 8.15pmSUN  19 JULY

Erin Shay 6pm  |  Duelling Piano Bar 9pmMON 20 JULY

Marshall Okell 6pm  |  Duelling Piano Bar 9pmTUES 21 JULY

Matt Armitage 6pm  |  Duelling Piano Bar 9pmWED 22 JULY

 Kane Muir Trio 7pm,  DJ Low Rent Dirty 10.15pm 
Duelling Piano Bar 8pmSAT  18 JULY

LIVE MUSIC EVERY NIGHT

COCKTAILS!

NORTHERN BOTTLESHOP

The good, the bad and the Melbourne Ska Orchestra 
If Ennio Morricone (The Good, the Bad 
and the Ugly) swaggered onto a Tijuana 
dancefloor, with a touch of Melbourne 
dust kicked up in the process, chances are 
the end result would sound exactly like 
Melbourne Ska Orchestra’s 2025 album 
The Ballad Of Monte Loco. And in 2026, 
this bustling collection of desert-soaked 
ska and reggae songs is taking full flight, 
with the ARIA Award-winning collective 
announcing a huge run of Australian 
headline shows this year, along with 
the, as yet unannounced, release of a 
deluxe version of The Ballad Of Monte 
Loco, aptly dubbed Monte Loco Rides 
Again. Melbourne Ska Orchestra will be 
bringing the full spaghetti-ska big-band 
– reinvigorating the golden age of ska 
through a modern and cinematic lens.

Melbourne Ska Orchestra boasts some of 
the country’s most revered performers 

and musicians, spearheaded by the 
charismatic Nicky Bomba (John Butler 
Trio, Bomba, Busyamento) at the helm. 
Forming in the early 2000s, Melbourne 
Ska Orchestra have spent decades 
weaving creative magic, from their self-
titled debut which sparked sold-out 
national tours and international festival 
appearances through to two ARIA Award 
wins and several nominations, millions 
of streams, and a reputation as being 
one of the country’s most celebrated and 
cutting-edge exports.

Perpetually pushing the boundaries 
of ska and reggae, with the group also 
comprising up to 26 members spanning 
vocals, horns, keys, percussion, woodwind 
and more, Melbourne Ska Orchestra’s 
The Ballad Of Monte Loco is a collection of 
songs soaked in rich storytelling, western 
smoulder and an inescapably infectious 

energy that once again expanded the 
group’s sonic identity into tantalising new 
territory – it’s cinematic, it’s got swagger, 
it’s got heat – the costumes, the horns 
blazing, the rhythm section rattling the 
walls, fans can expect to sweat, dance, 
and leave with a massive grin on their 
face. That’s the guarantee. A joyful and 
unstoppable creative force to be reckoned 
with, the reality of life on the road for a 
band like MSO, brandishing an army of 
musicians (or ‘the full wagon’, as the band 
puts it) at all times is not without its own 
unique logistics when it comes to touring 
and life on the road. But, as Bomba 
reveals, there’s no downside to taking 
this village of insatiable professionals 
on the road after all this time, and the 
upcoming Monte Loco Rides Again 
Tour is no exception. ‘I’ve gotta say, it’s 
always INCREDIBLE!’

‘There’s nothing like the feeling of MSO 
getting back on the road. It’s like herding 
the most talented, beautiful cats you’ve 
ever seen. This show will transport you 
into a world of saloon-ready soundscapes, 
Latin licks, hazy desert swoon and so 
much more, do not miss your chance to 
revel in the unforgettable creative world 
of Melbourne Ska Orchestra.

‘Just come dance,’ says Bomba. ‘Seriously. 
Life’s heavy right now for a lot of people 
and we want MSO shows to be the place 
where you leave all of that at the door for 
two hours. We put everything into these 
shows, every night, every city. 

‘See you on the floor.’ 

Friday, 18 September at the Hotel 
Brunswick – this show is guaranteed 
to sell out – tickets available now from 
www.moshtix.com.au.

Seven days of entertainment
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GROW
YOUR BUSINESS
Join switched-on local operators 

sponsoring BayFM

BayFM sponsorship is a low-cost, high-
cred way to reach potential customers  
in our area. 

Companies large and small swear by us 
and stick with us, including • Stone & Wood 
• Lismore Toyota • Akubra • Santos • Beach 
Hotel • Birds of Condor • Howl & Moan 
Records • Byron Bay Denture Clinic

Give us a call and we’ll explain how little it 
takes to build your business with BayFM.

Call BayFM sponsorship  
on 0431 211 693

Tonight’s The Night – actually, it’s 
Thursday night
Rob Caudill, renowned for his uncanny resemblance 
to the legendary Rod Stewart, continues to captivate 
audiences worldwide – whether he’s stopped in airports 
for autographs or turning heads in restaurants, Caudill’s 
presence is unmistakable.

When he steps on stage, the crowd’s reaction is electric. 
Women scream themselves hoarse, and it’s easy to see 
why. Caudill is a dead-on Rod Stewart tribute, boasting the 
high-definition jawline, the iconic spiky blonde hair, and, 
most importantly, the nose. His naturally raspy voice mirrors 
Stewart’s distinctive sound, effortlessly hitting every high 
note from Stewart’s younger days.

Rob Caudill’s career as Rod Stewart’s doppelgänger has 
taken him around the globe. For the past 20 years, he has 
been a staple performer with the world-famous Legends 
in Concert show out of Las Vegas. ‘I’ve got the greatest 
job in the world, making a living doing something I love,’ 
says Caudill.

His show is a must-see, delivering the very best of Rod 
Stewart with a world-class performance.

Tonight’s The Night – The Ultimate Rod Stewart 
Tribute takes the stage on Thursday in the Ballina 
RSL Auditorium. Reserved seating – tickets are $45 
inc. booking fees from ballinarsl.com.au/events. 
Doors 7pm, show 7.30pm.

Art exhibition inspired by nature
Elemental: Conversations with 
Nature is an exhibition bringing 
together a group of local artists 
who present their work for 
community enjoyment in one 
of the Shire’s many local halls – 
Coorabell Hall.

Eight established and midcareer 
artists working across painting, 
drawing, weaving, ceramics, and 
textiles, will be on show, with 
works inspired by the natural 
world – each artist explores the 
forms, patterns, materials, and 
forces found in nature.

The artists: Sharon Whittle, Rina 
Genis, Zimmi Forest, Carolyn 
Delzoppo, Jennifer Muller, 
Susan Fell, Karyn Fendley and 
Anthea Amore, each have a 
clearly developed expression 
of the natural world, whether 
drawing, landscape painting, 3D 
ceramic and woven fibre forms or 
textile works.

Central to this exhibition is 
experience. Some have been 

working quietly for many years, 
with occasional group shows, 
others have held solo exhibitions 
and some have international 
recognition – for one artist, it is 
her very first exhibition.

The official launch is on Friday, 
24 July and coincides with the 
Coorabell Curry Night – make a 
curry date with friends, and enjoy 
an evening of art.

The joy, for the audience, of 
visiting this exhibition at the 
Coorabell Hall is in a curiosity 
about materials, techniques 
and the variety of individual 
approaches. 

Rina Genis is an octogenarian. 
She has been involved in the arts 
all her life and in recent years has 
focused on the meditative art of 
mandala painting.

Anthea Amore makes ceramic 
sculpture in porcelain and 
stoneware that draw on seedpods 
and oceanic forms.

Karyn Fendley is a contemporary 
landscape artist based in 
Mullumbimby, and Sharon 
Whittle’s inspiration is nature and 
flowers.

Susan Fell creates shibori 
and very distinctive botanical 
contact printed art shawls, along 
with drawing and watercolour 
paintings.

Zimmi Forest has been weaving, 
working and exhibiting with the 
plant kingdom for over 30 years, 
and Carolyn Delzoppo says her 
drawing practice is about looking 
and noticing, and the quiet 
contemplation of being present 
in the moment.

Jennifer Muller is drawn to 
earthy colours and strong design 
in her ceramic practice.

This exhibition runs from 
Wednesday, 22 July to Sunday, 
26 July.
The official opening is on 
Friday, 24 July from 5pm.

Here she comes
Tiffany Grace is a 22-year-old Brisbane-based singer/
songwriter/guitarist. Her original songs are deep, uplifting, 
and relatable, with an acoustic, pop-country feel that are 
getting attention worldwide. Tiffany has opened for Toni 
Childs and Vika and Linda – she has made some incredible 
milestones in her music career, opening for big acts, playing 
festivals Australia-wide and now her first full-length album/
tour for Ripples in Time.

Tiffany has been traveling through Queensland bringing her 
signature heartfelt songwriting, soulful sound, and powerful 
aura to a set of unforgettable live shows, and this week she 
is playing at Byron Bay’s Northern Hotel – this is one you 
don’t want to miss.

Her songs have been played on radio stations worldwide 
and streamed on repeat as she progressively takes on 
bigger stages. Don’t miss the chance to experience one of 
Australia’s up-and-coming young stars.

Check out her show on Sunday from 5pm 
at The Northern, Byron Bay.

Seven days of entertainment
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FOR BOOKINGS AND SESSION TIMES, VISIT PALACECINEMAS.COM.AU 6686 9600 BALLINA FAIR • 6680 8555 BYRON BAYSCAN TO BOOK ONLINE

SPECIAL SCREENINGS
FIGHT CLUB (R18+)

Mon: 6:30PM – Cult Vault
NT LIVE: LES LIAISONS 
DANGEREUSES (CTC)

Sun: 1:30PM
SPA26 MISTURA (M)

Fri, Sun, Tues: 6:00PM – By 
Pops
SPA26 ROMERÍA (MA15+)

Thurs, Sat, Mon, Wed: 6:00PM 
– By Pops

FAMILY FILMS
MINIONS & MONSTERS (PG)

Daily except Wed: 10:40AM, 
1:50PM, 3:50PM, 5:50PM. Wed: 
10:30AM, 1:50PM, 3:50PM, 5:50PM
MOANA (PG)

Daily except Mon, Wed: 11:00AM, 
1:00PM, 3:30PM, 7:10PM. Mon: 

10:30AM, 1:00PM, 3:30PM, 6:00PM. 
Wed: 11:00AM, 1:00PM, 3:30PM
THE SHEEP DETECTIVES (PG)

Daily: 10:45AM
TOY STORY 5 (G)

Daily except Mon, Wed: 
10:50AM, 12:40PM, 2:50PM, 
5:00PM. Mon: 10:50AM, 
12:40PM, 2:50PM, 3:30PM. 
Wed: 10:50AM, 12:30PM, 
2:40PM, 4:50PM

ALL FILMS
DISCLOSURE DAY (M)

Daily except Mon: 1:10PM, 3:20PM, 
5:20PM, 7:50PM. Mon: 12:50PM, 
3:20PM, 5:40PM, 7:50PM
EVIL DEAD BURN (R18+)

Daily except Mon: 8:20PM. 
Mon: 8:30PM
JACKASS: BEST AND LAST (MA15+)

Daily except Sun, Mon: 

3:15PM, 8:30PM. Sun: 8:30PM. 
Mon: 4:00PM, 8:30PM
MICHAEL (PG)

Daily except Mon: 10:30AM, 
8:10PM. Mon: 10:40AM, 8:20PM
OBSESSION (MA15+)

Daily: 8:20PM
THE INVITE (MA15+)

Daily except Mon: 10:45AM, 
1:00PM, 4:00PM, 6:15PM, 
8:30PM. Mon: 10:30AM, 1:00PM, 
3:45PM, 6:15PM, 8:30PM
THE ODYSSEY (CTC) NFT

Daily except Mon: 10:30AM, 11:00AM, 
12:00PM, 1:30PM, 2:30PM, 3:30PM, 
5:00PM, 6:00PM, 7:00PM. Mon: 
10:30AM, 11:00AM, 12:00PM, 
12:45PM, 2:30PM, 3:30PM, 5:00PM, 
6:00PM, 7:00PM
TUNER (MA15+)

Daily except Sun, Mon: 1:00PM, 
6:15PM. Sun: 6:15PM. Mon: 1:15PM

PALACE BYRON BAY  

MINIONS & MONSTERS (PG)

Daily: 10:00AM, 12:00PM, 
5:00PM
MOANA (PG)

Daily: 9:50AM, 2:30PM, 
7:10PM
THE INVITE (MA15+)

Daily: 7:30PM
THE ODYSSEY (CTC) NFT

Daily: 12:00PM, 2:00PM, 
3:30PM, 7:00PM
TOY STORY 5 (G)

Daily: 9:45AM, 12:20PM, 
5:20PM

BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS

SESSION TIMES
THURSDAY JULY 16 TO 
WEDNESDAY JULY 22

COMING SOON

NOW SHOWING

It will appear in the paper, the online gig guide and on Bay FM

email gigs@echo.net.au with the details

to post your gig in 
the Echo Gig Guide

WEDNESDAY 15
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 

YAZMINDI
	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 

6PM DAN HANNAFORD + 
DUELING PIANO BAR

	■ THE PADDOCK PROJECT, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM CURRY 
JAM

	■ OTTILIES, MULLUMBIMBY, 6PM 
MONDO JAZZ CATS

	■ QCWA HALL, COOLANGATTA, 
6PM GOLD COAST JAZZ JAM

THURSDAY 16
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 

ALPHA STOMP
	■ NORTH BYRON HOTEL 5.30PM 

OPEN MIC
	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 

6PM SARAH GRANT + DJ 
RENEE SIMONE + DUELING 
PIANO BAR

	■ GARDEN BAR, BYRON BAY, 
7.30PM TEMPLE OF FIRE

	■ FOXY LUU’S @ COORABELL 
HALL 5.30PM DJ RAHEL

	■ HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM 
CHARLI JADE

	■ BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM BRUNS DOES 
WINTER BURLESQUE

	■ SAINT MARIES, BRUNSWICK 
HEADS, 6PM MONDO JAZZ 
CATS

	■ THE TOP PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
6PM TOP JAM NIGHT WITH 
THE MAX PAZ

	■ BALLINA RSL 7PM ROD 
STEWART TRIBUTE

	■ LISMORE CITY BOWLO 7PM THE 
SUPPER CLUB SOUL BAND

FRIDAY 17
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

8PM THE FUNNY GOATS BAND
	■ ELEMENTS OF BYRON 5PM 

JOSH HAMILTON
	■ LONE GOAT GALLERY, BYRON 

BAY, 5PM EXHIBITION 
OPENING – THE STILL POINT 
FT. DJ KODA

	■ NORTH BYRON HOTEL 5PM 
DANI QUAYLE

	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
7PM THE SWAMPS + ZEE & THE 
GRAVITY + DUELING PIANO 
BAR

	■ THE PARK HOTEL, SUFFOLK 
PARK, 5PM OLE FALCOR

	■ HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM ALLY 
PALMER

	■ BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 7PM BRUNS DOES 
WINTER BURLESQUE

	■ WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 3.30PM DJ 
LAINIE GODIVA

	■ MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
5.30PM BALCONY BEATS FT. 
DANU + KRAPPYOKEE WITH 
JESS

	■ ST JOHN’S SCHOOL HALL, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 7.30PM 
ECSTATIC DANCE MULLUM 
WITH DJ PEACH

	■ CLUB LENNOX 7PM ADAM 
BROWN

	■ LENNOX HOTEL 9PM OUTBACK 
ROAD

	■ HOTEL LISMORE 5.30PM ADAM 
HOURIGAN + DJ KAZ

	■ HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, UKI, 
7PM ENCHANTED EVENING – 
STORYTELLING FOR ADULTS

	■ MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 
CLUB 6PM LEIGH JAMES

	■ SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 5.30PM 
BROOK CHIVELL

	■ CLUB TWEED 7.30PM HOT SOUL 
PARTY BAND

	■ TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
8PM ROD STEWART TRIBUTE

SATURDAY 18
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

3PM JOCK BARNES + JASON 
MCGREGOR DUO + DJ REIFLEX

	■ BYRON THEATRE 7.30PM LIFE 
ON LAND’S EDGE

	■ NORTH BYRON HOTEL 
1.30PM DJ AFRODISEA + DJ 
MONSIEUR DIOP

	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
7PM KANE MUIR TRIO + DJ 
LOW RENT DIRTY + DUELING 
PIANO BAR

	■ THE PARK HOTEL, SUFFOLK 
PARK, 5PM ALLY PALMER

	■ HOTEL BRUNSWICK 12PM 
BEDDY RAYS, PEACH FUR, 
VANILLA GORILLA

	■ BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 2PM LIL’ CHEEKY, 
7PM BRUNS DOES WINTER 
BURLESQUE

	■ WANDANA BREWING CO., 
MULLUMBIMBY, 3.30PM DJ 
VINYL DAN

	■ YELLOW CHURCH, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM THE 
MAGPIE DIARIES WITH CJ 
STRANGER & YAZMINDI

	■ MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
6PM PIANO BAR WITH JOHN

	■ CRABBES CREEK HALL 5PM 
CRABBES CREEK FILM 
SOCIETY – ’HAIL, CAESAR!’

	■ CLUB LENNOX 7PM WEAR THE 
FOX HAT

	■ LENNOX HOTEL 9PM DJ HOGEZ
	■ WILLIAMS STREET KITCHEN & 

BAR, LENNOX HEAD, 5.30PM 
HITCHHIKE THE DAWN

	■ BALLINA RSL 6PM ALEX 
BOWEN

	■ CHERRY STREET SPORTS 
CLUB, BALLINA, 8PM THE 
DETECTIVES

	■ PEARCES CREEK HALL 6.30PM 
RYAN MARTIN JOHN, TOM 
KNEEBONE AND TIN TOWN

	■ LISMORE WORKERS CLUB 7PM 
MATTY JOHNS

	■ HOTEL LISMORE 9.30PM PUSH
	■ MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES 

CLUB 6PM PHIL & TILLEY
	■ KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 1PM 

ADAM HARPAZ
	■ KINGSCLIFF BEACH HOTEL 5PM 

JON STEVENS
	■ SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 5.30PM 

MATT DAY
	■ SALT & STONE, FINGAL HEAD, 

2PM BILL JACOBI
	■ CLUB TWEED 7.30PM 

HOMEGROWN
	■ QCWA HALL, COOLANGATTA, 

7PM THE SWING SYNDICATE 
BAND

SUNDAY 19
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

4.30PM DON ROGERS BAND + 
MISS RENEE SIMONE

	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 
5PM TIFFINY GRACE + VINYL 
SUNDAY’S FT HOT SALAMI

	■ THE PARK HOTEL, SUFFOLK 
PARK, 5.30PM MATT DAY

	■ HOTEL BRUNSWICK 4PM 
HAYLEY GRACE & THE BAY 
COLLECTIVE

	■ BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE 
HOUSE 6PM BRUNS DOES 
WINTER BURLESQUE

	■ DRILL HALL THEATRE, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 10.30AM ONCE 
UPON A SONG

	■ MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, 
3PM OPEN MIC WITH THE 
SWAMP CATS

	■ BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 1PM 
JASON DELPHIN

	■ LENNOX HOTEL 4PM LILLI-
ROSE SHEEN

	■ BALLINA RSL 2.30PM BALLINA 
BLUES CLUB FEAT RUSTBUCKET

	■ SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA, 
3PM LUKE HAYWARD

	■ ELTHAM HOTEL 4PM THE 
MAGPIE DIARIES W/ CJ 
STRANGER

	■ UKI MARKET COSMIC CRUMB 
AND MICHELLE BELLE

	■ SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 5.30PM 
ELEEA

	■ SALT & STONE, FINGAL HEAD, 
2PM PHOENIX ROSE

	■ CLUB TWEED 1PM DAVID 
BARRY + CORY HARGRAVES

	■ TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
2.30PM CASEY DONOVAN

MONDAY 20
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

ALEX TILLEY
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 

TAHLIA MATHESON
	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 

6PM ERIN SHAY + DUELING 
PIANO BAR

TUESDAY 21
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

NATHAN KAYE
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 

JASON DELPHIN
	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 

6PM MARSHALL OKELL + 
DUELING PIANO BAR

	■ TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS, 
11AM A TRIBUTE TO THE 
DELLTONES

WEDNESDAY 22
	■ RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 

DAN HANNAFORD
	■ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM 

HARRY NICHOLS
	■ THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, 

6PM MATT ARMITAGE + 
DUELING PIANO BAR

	■ THE PADDOCK PROJECT, 
MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM CURRY 
JAM

	■ OTTILIES, MULLUMBIMBY, 6PM 
MONDO JAZZ CATS

CINEMA

GIG 
GUIDE

Look who’s come 
down for dinner
Failed musician Joe arrives home from work to discover 
his stay-at-home wife Angela has invited their upstairs 
neighbours, divorcee Pína and her partner, widower 
Hawk, over for dinner at their apartment. Joe and Angela’s 
marriage is rocky and they bicker constantly, most recently 
over the loud sex sounds they hear from upstairs every 
night. Joe plans to confront the couple, but Angela, who is 
desperate to befriend the neighbours, demands he keep 
calm and quiet.

Fresh from Sundance, where it emerged as one of the 
festival’s breakout hits, The Invite is the acclaimed new 
comedy from Olivia Wilde (Booksmart, Don’t Worry Darling), 
praised for its razor-sharp humour, crackling chemistry and 
perceptive take on modern relationships.

Feeling stuck and increasingly disconnected, Joe (Emmy 
winner Seth Rogen) and Angela (Wilde) invite their 
enigmatic upstairs neighbours over for dinner. What 
begins as an awkward evening of drinks and conversation 
soon drifts into increasingly unexpected territory, forcing 
everyone at the table to confront uncomfortable truths 
about love, attraction and commitment.

Also starring Academy Award winner Penélope Cruz and 
Golden Globe winner Edward Norton, The Invite balances 
biting comedy with surprising emotional insight, serving up 
a deliciously awkward examination of the delicate rules that 
keep relationships together, or pull them apart.

The Invite is screening at Palace Cinemas this week – 
palacecinemas.com.au.

Seven days of entertainment IT’S FREE TO LIST YOUR 
GIGS IN THE GIG GUIDE 
e: gigs@echo.net.au  
w: echo.net.au/gig-guide.
DEADLINE 5PM ON FRIDAYS
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 PUBLIC NOTICES

WHERE TO GET 
THE ECHO  

If you live in 
Newrybar, Lennox Head or Ballina,  

but outside our current home delivery 
area, you can pick up an Echo from 

many locations, including: 
Newrybar Providore Newrybar; Richies 

IGA Ballina, Ballina RSL, One Stop 
Shop Ballina, Ballina Golf Club East 

Ballina, Brighton St Takeaway near The 
Shawsy, Seagrass Lennox, Lennox pub 

drive-through, Station St Grocer Lennox

DEATH NOTICE

FUNERAL NOTICES

HEALTH
HAWAIIAN MASSAGE   

Ocean Shores, Michaela, 0416332886

KINESIOLOGY 
Clear subconscious sabotages. 
Reprogram patterns and beliefs. 

Restore vibrancy and  
physical health. De-stress. 

0403125506 
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

HYPNOSIS & EFT 
Simple and effective solutions. 

Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma. 
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

HYPNOSIS & NLP 
Over 30 years of experience 

WendyPurdey.com. Ph 0497 090 233

TRADEWORK

TREE SERVICES
LEAF IT TO US - Tree Care Specialists 
Local, qualified, insured, free quotes.  

Big to small we enjoy it all - 0402487213

FOR SALE

HORSEFLOAT 
OLYMPIC 

Double axle - 12 months rego 
$2500 ono Ph 0483 230 278

WANTED
SECURE PLACE to park my van for 6 
months, up to $150/month. Paddock is 
fine. Ph Simon 0423851082

TREE FERNS  
Any shape, size. Royalties paid. 

Ongoing supply needed. 0414904396

LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop 
crap! Matt 0401955052

GARAGE SALES

SPECTOCULAR 
Art, curios, antiques, oak table, DVDs, 
records, easels, levels, tools etc. Down 

Mcgoughans Ln from Kiva Spa near Fern 
St, Fri, Sat, Sun 10.30-5pm 0400614216

TO LET
FURNISHED CABIN priv. quiet location 2km 
to Mullum. Suit quiet mature person 
$275pw, prefer vegetarian. 0410871142

LOCAL REMOVAL 
& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly,  

with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

WANTED TO LEASE

WANTED TO RENT  
A SITE  WITH EASY ACCESS 

to park our tiny house. Long-time local 
couple, experienced in land/house 

maintenance. We’re self-sufficient but 
need access to water.  
Call Gina 0423475113

SECURE PLACE to park my van for 6 
months, up to $150/month. Paddock is 
fine. Ph Simon 0423851082

TO LEASE
BYRON IND 3x large rooms ideal for storage 
for expanding business needing more 
space for stock, + carspace $550pw. For 
more info txt 0424906036 

STUDO WITH AMENITIES 
Upstairs, Billinudgel $402pw 
Ph Lifestyle Group 66851206

WORK WANTED
WORDPRESS WEBSITE CREATION 
Fair rates info@wordpressit.com.au

POSITIONS VACANT
TAXI DRIVERS WANTED 

Flexible work hours – perfect 2nd income 
Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

WANTED: SOMEONE TO HELP 
tame my unruly garden! Ph 0429842777

LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Work 
available in busy adult parlour. Travellers 
welcome. 66816038 for details.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

PETS
PET SITTER AVAILABLE  

Kind, confident animal carer available 
for your four-legged fur baby.  

References available. 
Call Pawla on 0415340744

ONLY ADULTS
TEND YOUR FIRE. SOLO OR COUPLES 

couplesempowerment.global

Need proper erotic relaxation?  
TANTRIC MASSAGE 

Men, Women, Couples. Ph 0480779325

BALLINA EXCLUSIVE  
34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late. 

In & Out Calls. 66816038. Ladies wanted 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter! 

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP 
Large variety of toys and lingerie 

6/6 Tasman Way, A&I Est, Byron Bay  
0416 899 048

SOCIAL ESCORTS
LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available 
for your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself. 
In-house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

DISCLAIMER
Advertisements placed in The Byron 

Shire Echo do not reflect the views or 
opinions of the editorial staff. 

The Byron Shire Echo does not make 
any representations as to the accuracy 

or suitability of any content or 
information contained in advertising 

material nor does publication constitute 
in any way an endorsement by The 
Byron Shire Echo of the content or 
representations contained therein. 

The Byron Shire Echo does not accept 
any liability for the representations or 
promises made in paid advertisements 
or for any loss or damage arising from 

reliance on such content, 
representations or promises.

Supporting humans of all ages
to thrive.

0413 003 301
www.katemessengerkinesiology.com.au

Stress, sleep, learning, behaviour,
posture, muscles, healthy emotions,

trauma release & more...

0427 347 380
Fully insured • Free quotes

20 years local experience
• 19 inch chipper • Stump grinding 

• Cherry picker • Crane truck • Bob Cat 

Tip Runs &
Rubbish  
Removal

0408 210 772

Byron Bay & Surrounding AreasByron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 31406681 3140
Mobile 0417 698 227Mobile 0417 698 227

• Arborist • 15” Wood • Arborist • 15” Wood 
Chipper • Stump Grinder  Chipper • Stump Grinder  

• Fully Insured• Fully Insured

INDEPENDENT LIVING UNIT  
CENTRAL BANGALOW

Over 55yrs retirement village. 
Small, friendly complex in the 

centre of Bangalow.
Newly renovated spacious 2-bed 

unit with lock-up garage. 
Licence to occupy arrangement 

– includes entry fee and 
refundable portion on departure.  

Enquiries to:- 
 Geoff Gill – 0428 536 902 or  
Will Danaher – 0410 515 474

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED
for Bush 

regen work
0431 636 608

regen@reforestnow.org.au

Volunteer at the many Bangalow 
Lions Club community events!
A fun, busy Not-For-Profit Club with all 
funds raised going to worthy causes. 

All welcome!
Contact President John Singh 0418 662781 

or punjab@byronbaypork.com.au

Mullumbimby & District 
Neighbourhood Centre
Connecting the Byron Shire Community

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Kitchen Hands - Retail Assistants 

Drivers and Co-driver
Community Support Assistants
MDNC is in need of dedicated 
volunteers to be part of a big 

loving family. All skill sets welcome.
Contact Sylvia 

Volunteer Coordinator  
Mon-Fri - 6684 1286

Body Based
Psychotherapy

Somatic Practice

Julie Wells
 
Anne Goslett 
  (nee Mannix)

 Dip.Som.Psych, Clinical PACFA Reg.
Individual and Couple Therapy 

Supervision and Coaching
(02) 6685 5185 

9 Fletcher St, Byron Bay

Somatic Practice Body Based Psychotherapy
  Julie Wells  Dip. Som. Psych. Clinical PACFA Reg.   

Individual and Couple Therapy  Supervision and Coaching  
Facilitations Pty. Ltd. Ph:  02 6685 5185

Mobile:  0401 277 688

Septic Waste Removal
Summerland
Environmental
The Liquid Waste Specialists!
 • Septic tank cleaning
 • Grease trap servicing
 • Oily Liquids
 • Portable toilet hire
 • 24 hour service

6687 2880

29.3.1970 – 10.07.2026 
David Biddulph of Barcaldine 

QLD, formerly from Byron Bay. 
Died peacefully on Friday 10th 
July at home from bone cancer 

surrounded by his loving family. 
Beloved son of Anne and 

Kerrie Biddulph of Banora 
Point and brother to Bronwyn 
and Bozo (Adrian) of Ipswich. 
Beloved husband to Tryphena 

for 30 years and father to 
Jacinta and Mitchell.

DAVID MICHAEL 
BIDDULPH

Carmel Kenway
17.01.1930 · 10.07.2026

The much loved matriarch 
of the Wategos Kenway clan, 
now singing with the angels.

A generous and 
compassionate woman with 
a great sense of humour who 
will be deeply missed by her 

family and friends. 
Requiem Mass for the repose 

of Carmel’s soul will be 
celebrated at St Finbarr’s 

Catholic Church, Byron Bay 
on Friday 17th July 2026 
commencing at 11.30am. 
After the Mass a private 

cremation will take place.

Guardian Funerals
Ballina 02 6686 7036

Passed away peacefully at Carrington Nursing Home, Grasmere, 
aged 87 years. Late of Cobbitty, Byron Bay, Sydney, Lismore.  

Loved and loving wife of Edward for 45 years. Adored mother and 
mother-in-law of Christopher, and Donna and Brett.  

Cherished Grandma to her grandchildren Ruby: Alexandra, 
Hayden, Victoria, Preston, and their partners, and her great 
grandchildren Hudson, Adelaide, and Flynn. Loved by the 

extended Fenton and McMillan families.

Family and friends are invited to the service of celebration and
thanksgiving to celebrate the life of Wendy, to be held at 

the Chapel of the Lismore Memorial Gardens, Skyline Road, 
Goonellabah, Friday 17th July 2026, commencing at 10am. 
Followed by interment at the Lismore Memorial Gardens  

Lawn Cemetery.

FENTON
Wendy Janice

Nee McMILLAN

30.10.1938 ~ 07.07.2026

Full Time Property Manager Alloggio Pty Ltd
Byron Bay, Lismore & Far North Coast NSW Residential 
Leasing & Property Management (Real Estate & Property)

Ever wanted a property management role where the beach is 
literally at the back door?
A Perfect Stay by Alloggio, is looking for an experienced Property 
Manager to join our team and take care of a premium portfolio of 
holiday apartments and homes – all based right here in Byron Bay.

About the Role
You’ll manage your own Byron Bay-based holiday portfolio, 
working closely with owners, guests, cleaners, and contractors 
to keep properties performing and holidays running smoothly and 
delivering outstanding property management.

What We’re Looking For:
• Proven experience in property management, preferably in 

short-term rentals.
• Exceptional people skills with the ability to build and maintain 

strong local relationships.
• Strong organisational skills to manage multiple properties, 

priorities, and tasks.
• Experience conducting property related repairs.
• A growth mindset with the ability to spot opportunities to 

improve property presentation and performance. 
• Aptitude for taking to new technologies.
• Current Driver’s Licence

An opportunity for personal and professional growth within a 
thriving company. If you’re passionate about property, love the 
Byron Bay lifestyle, and enjoy 
delivering exceptional customer 
service, we’d love to hear from 
you. Please contact: 
pm@aperfectstay.com.au

ECHO CLASSIFIEDS – 6684 1777
CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS
PHONE ADS
Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777
AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE
Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo o�  ce:

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby
EMAIL ADS
Display (box ads) and line classi� eds, email: 
classifi eds@echo.net.au 
Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to 
Friday, 9am–5pm. Ads can’t be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

DEADLINE TUES 12PM
Publication day is Wednesday, booking 
deadlines are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT
LINE ADS:
$17.00 for the fi rst two lines 
$5.00 for each extra line 
$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.

DISPLAY ADS (with a border): 
$14 per column centimetre
These prices include GST.
Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.
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ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS 
BYRON BOOKKEEPING BAS, Payroll, AR/AP, Xero, QB, MYOB.......................................0415 639548

BOOKKEEPER Reg BAS provider, payroll, A/P, A/R. Xero & MYOB. Local, reliable..........0410 206627

BLOOMING BOOKKEEPING and BAS Agent................................................... Ph Leah 0434 121077

ACUPUNCTURE 
ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis..............................................0490 022183

AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 

Mullumbimby 
Refrigeration & 
Airconditioning 
Services

– Sales – Installation – Repairs  
– All Commercial Refrigeration  
–  Residential & Commercial 

Airconditioning 
– Coolroom Design & Construction  
– Freezer Rooms

45 Manns Road, Mullumbimby   
Lic: 299433C ARC: AU40492 6684 2783

COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 36+ years exp. Lic 178464C AU30147.......................0422 291433

ARTISAN AIR Airconditioning and refrigeration. ............................................................... 66809394

SKIP AIR: Airconditioning installation, servicing, repairs. Free quotes. 5-star rated......0406 485187

ARCHITECTS
OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au..........................................0412 251392

AUTOMOTIVE

6684 5296

WE PAY FOR
UNWANTED CARS

Free metal drop off
Locally owned

$50–$1500

CAR BODY REMOVAL
ABSOLUTELY FREE

CASH ON THE SPOT GUARANTEE

$50 – $1000
WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES & VANS

PHONE 0466 113 333 24/7
EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au

BARBER SHOPS 
PENSIONERS/KIDS FROM $25 – ADULTS FROM $30: 6 Brunswick Tce Mullum......0421 679015

BLINDS, AWNINGS, CURTAINS, SHUTTERS

CURTAINS 

SUNSCREENS 

AWNINGS  
ROLL BLINDS 

PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

LOCAL    SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM 

1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay 

66668800  88886622
FFRREEEE  MMEEAASSUURREE  QQUUOOTTEE  
oonn  oouurr  ccoommpplleettee  rraannggee  ooff  

iinntteerriioorr  &&  eexxtteerriioorr    
wwiinnddooww  ttrreeaattmmeennttss  

SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION 
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B L I N D S    S H U T T E R S    A W N I N G S    C U R T A I N S

BRICKLAYING

WALLFIX
REMEDIAL

• 20 years’ experience in lintel replacement
• Crack stitching installation • Repointing
• Retaining walls and all damaged brickwork
Call: 0403 141 760 • Email: wallfixremedial@gmail.com  

www.wallfixremedial.com.au
Servicing the Northern Rivers

Lic no. 292267C Master Builder No. 3029326

BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors. Lic 291958C. Phone Mark.........................................0409 444268 

BUILDING TRADES
• DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence is required for all residential building work where the reasonable 

market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

Structural – Landscaping
Fencing – Composite Decking
Hardwood – Pine – Hardware

B&B Timbers
66867911

110 Teven Road, Ballina
New logo - Same quality & service

sales@bbtimbers.com.au            www.bbtimbers.com.au

BUILDER – JOHN MCGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170208C........... 0415 793242

HAVEN BUILDING All aspects of building. Lic 326616C................................................0432 565060

FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic 244652C.......................... 66808162 

CARPENTER / JOINER 30 years experience. Prompt efficient service. Fully insured. Other licensed trades 

avail, incl plastering/painting etc. 24/7 Emergency 4WD call-out avail. Lic 43794C.........0423 500693

BUILDER Extensions, maintenance, new homes, insurance, landscaping Lic19953Q........ 0403 458177

SEA LION BUILDERS: All Building Works / Maintenance Lic #243734C.....................Ph 0407 351720 

VIDLER BUILT decks, extensions, bathrooms, kitchens, timber fencing Lic 304237c........0413 502281 

BUILDER very exp. All aspects: comm/residential + bthrm/ktchn renos Lic348357c.......0483 279644

BUSH REGENERATION & WEED CONTROL

Qualified service  
Weed treatment 
Native forest recovery 
Camphor culling

0431 636 608

Bush Regeneration

regen@reforestnow.org.au

THE GREEN WAVE: native reforestation and weed management........................ (John) 0491 117656

CARPENTRY & JOINERY  

LOCAL CARPENTER small, medium or large jobs. Lic 207899c................................Ph 0431 048856

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Reliable. 20 years exp...............................0437 202050

BYRON BAY CARPENTRY & CONSTR. Decks, kitchen, bath, laundry. Lic 337421c........0432 549082

PARRY’S CARPENTRY - Decks, Pergolas, Repairs, Renovations. Licence 491263C. ..Ph 0478 429767

CLEANING

Services List
(Low Pressure Softwashing)
Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings, 
Solar panels, Retaining walls 
Driveways, Paths, Pavers,  
Fences, Decks, Patios,  
Pool areas.

Locally owned and Operated
Residential and Commercial

No job too big or small
Obligation free quote

Fully insured

0426 119 550      info@nraquapressurecleaning.com.au      ABN: 47576013867

AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING

Byron Bay 5 Stars
CLEANING SERVICE

CLEANS: Holiday, Residential, Bond, Commercial, Spring.

Phone Mick 0409 009 024
Email: mickbhl@gmail.com

PRESSURE CLEANING
HOT WATER

ROOF CLEANING & PAINTING • DECK RESTORATION

0455 573 554Fr� quote
FCRTEAM.AUCall or scan today

BETTY’S CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES............................................... Text 0476 984649

PRESSURE WASH IT WASHING !!! .................................................... Text YOKO 0475040733 

COMPUTER SERVICES

One-on-one, patient, experienced 
teacher offering digital support for 
seniors needing help with phones, 

laptops and computers.

Phone or email: 0420 235 624  
contact@thinkblinkdesign.com

FLASH COMPUTERS Mac & PC. Affordable & helpful. 77 Stuart Street, Mullumbimby..02 66844124

THE COMPUTER THERAPIST home callouts, repairs, Wi-Fi, printers, new PC setup......0422 697586

CONCRETING & PAVING

SALISBURY 
CONCRETING  

Li
c.

13
67

17
c

Over 30 yrs’ local experience. 
All forms of concreting. 
Residential • Civil • Industrial 

DARYL 0418 234 302

SHAKA CONCRETING Driveways, sheds, slabs, p/ways, patios. Insured & Lic#391742C.....0402 728207

MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com.......................................0402 613638

DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS
BYRON BAY FLOOR SANDING by Chris Wallace. Quality assured. Best prices................0408 536565

DECK REFINISHING EVANS HEAD Customer satisfaction guaranteed..........................0413 786879

FCR DECK SANDING, OILING Local, 12 years exp. 190x5-star reviews. Free quotes ... 0419 789600

ECHO SERVICE DIRECTORY 
RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE 
Deadline: For additions and changes is 12pm Friday
Line ads: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid

Display ads: $70 per week for colour display ad.  
Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid.  

Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high.  
New ads will be placed at end of section.

Contact:  6684 1777  or  adcopy@echo.net.au
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DESIGN & DRAFTING
MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com.......................................0402 613638
HOLM STUDIO architectural drafting & planning services. holmstudio.com.au............0488 216555
LIGHT SPACE DESIGN Interiors + building design. lightspacedesign.com.au...............0421 276996

DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE

East Coast Asphalt
ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT 

& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859
SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF 

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

MC2 RURAL Earthmoving, mulching, camphor/weeds, property maintenance............ 0427 900701

EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

TINY EARTHWOR
Philip Toovey 

0409 799 909
various implements available for limited access projects

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS 
• DRAINAGE DESIGN • DRIVEWAYS • PADS • WATERWAYS 

• ALL ASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344 939      www.360earth.com.au

5T Excavator & Skidsteer
8 Tonne Tipper
Attachments: 

Rock Grabber, Auger 
350/450, Compactor

Drainage Consultation & Installation
Landscaping Install & Supply
Retaining & Rockwalls
Bulk & Green Waste Removal
All Earthworks Requirements

BEN - 0499 985 555  License 479630C. Fully Insured. 

Greg Southern - Operating in Byron Shire since 1982 
Earthmoving & Excavations, general earthworks, land 

management, pre-build works, drainage issues, driveway 
needs fixing - Plant List: 4WD tipper, 9T Excavator + Mulcher 
& rock hammer, 5.5 T Excavator & Attachments, 100Hp Posi-

track  & Slasher, wheeled 75 Hp Bobcat, Roller.  
Give Greg a call - 0427 788 773 - byronbayexcavations.com

NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr..0402 716857
ANDREW FLANAGAN CONCRETING & EXCAVATION Lic 310498C................................0401 968173

ELECTRICIANS

0439 624 945  AH 02 6680 4173
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

ALL JOBS: SMALL 
OR LARGE

Lic: 154293c

E4 Electrical Services
Electrical Services for Byron Shire 
• Commercial/Industrial & Domestic 

• Power, Lighting, Networks & Starlink
• Security & Home Automation Solutions

jphipps@e4electrical.com.au
0410 502 060   

Reliable & Responsive |  All Size Jobs | # 116612C 

JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data, TV, TV Antennas. Lic 133082C.....0432 289705
BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small....0422 136408
JIM LABELLE ELECTRICAL O.Shores, Mullum, Byron, Bruns. Lic 176417C........................0415 126028 
ATLEE ELECTRICAL Lennox/Ballina/Byron. All jobs Lic125138C........................................ 0499 456558
TOPAZ ELECTRICAL. All electrical work. Reliable. Lic No. 461605C.............................  Ph 0421 707380

FENCING
BYRON & BEYOND FENCING. Any fence, any time, prompt quotes...... 0439 162 069 or 66802393
EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service. ...................................................0432 107262
FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable........0416 424256
TOM’S FARM MAINTENANCE Fencing, orchards, cattle work. Experienced & reliable..0412 860132

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING
THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter.................0423 756394
GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured..66841778 or 0405 922839
A-Z Garden maintenance, acreage, gutters, rubbish removal, tip runs, top jobs...................0405 625697
LEAF IT TO US Tree care specialists & acreage mowing...................................................0402 487213
TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m3 trailer..............................................................0408 210772
RICK’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging..........0424 805660
GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael..........................0497 842442
BLADE RUNNER ACREAGE MOWING Local, reliable.....................................................0428 856687  
BRUSH–CUTTING Whipersnip, clearing saw, light chain saw.................................Rob 0455 587425
NORTHERN RIVERS SLASHING & LANDCARE.......................................... Call Keni on 0417 509299
GW MOWING Ride-on /acreage. Tip runs...............................................Call George on 0408 244820
GROWING WELL gardens residential lawns, hedging and design. 20 years experience ..0413 459545
THE GREEN WAVE: Eco property and garden care ............................................... (John) 0491 117656
COAST & COUNTRY Acreage mowing, prop. maintenance, prof. reliable service....  Mike 0413 812582

GAS FITTERS, SUPPLIERS & SERVICING

Free Delivery
No Rental
Reliable

www.brunswickvalleygas.com  •  0408 760 609

Locally Owned
No Rental Fees

Servicing your area
Free Call: 1300  727 013

Email: swapabottle@bigpond.com

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Graphic Design 
SERVICES

0403 761 559

Stationery + Weddings + Events
Business + Branding + Logos
Presentations + Advertising
Social Media + Marketing
Poems + Illustrations 

www.edwardroseandlucia.comPLEASE VISIT THE WEBSITE.

GUTTERING

Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.
www.spotlessgutters.com.au

0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 94 239 089 086

✔ Gutter guard
✔ Gutter cleaning
✔ Locally owned
✔ Fully insured
✔ Free quotes

HANDYPERSONS
HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, welding.......................................... 66884324 or 0476 600956
AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne................................0423 218417
ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark..........0402 281638
A HANDY GUY All trades & small construction. Bruns, Ocean, SGB & Mullum................0411 858201
PFM HANDYWORKS Repairs, pressure cleaning, maintenance.......................Call Aari 0484 729139
HOME MAINTENANCE Carpentry, painting, repairs, gardens, jet washing. Insured......0434 705506
HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling......... Michael 0421 896796
ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Friendly, reliable. 20 years exp...................0437 202050

AW WOODWORK  Furniture, kitchens, carpentry, handyman services. Call Adam.........0455 813965

HANDYMAN 40 years experience in the building game. Call Paul..................................0422 017072

ALL ASPECTS handyman and maintenance work. Free quotes......................................0413 289443

HEALTH
ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam Osborne............................................ 66857366

MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations............... 66843002

AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen – Om Healing...............................0422 387370

HYPNOTHERAPY
MOONLIGHT HYPNOTHERAPY QHHT, RTT for clarity, healing, insight, purpose. Teresa.0422 179941

 LANDSCAPING 

Swim Ponds, Landscaping, 
Water Features, Earth Moving

0448 401 638 

Landscaping, Vegetation Control & Earthworks
• General Landscaping • Vegetation Control

• Excavations & Civil Residential

Call Paul 0403 316 711  gracewoodlandscapes.com.au  Lic 474317C

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic 277154C...............................................0423 700853

LOCKSMITH
Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair........0412 764148

PAINTING

Professional Painter/Decorator
•30+ Years Experience •Interior & Exterior 

•Reasonable Prices

0451 298 363        splosh painting/decorating

HOUSEHOLD PAINTING inside/out. Northern Rivers - 10 years exp..............................0488 278220

PEST CONTROL

Book our Termite Inspection & Pest Control package this winter and 
receive 10% off. Protect your home and save money with this limited-

time offer! Contact us today to schedule your appointment.

Phone 02 6685 4490 • Email: service@sanctuarypest.com.au

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL................................................................................. 66842018 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Tree Faerie Fotos
Professional • Commercial • Personal

www.treefaeriefotos.com • 0417 427 518

30+ years experience in commercial 
photography and photojournalism

PHYSIOTHERAPY
OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics,  

shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman...................................................... 66803499

EWINGSDALE PHYSIO Matrix Therapy, all ages, massage, home visit. Renata..............0437 647137

PELVIC FLOOR PHYSIOTHERAPY Bangalow Mon & Wed. Lisa Fitzpatrick....................0422 993141

PICTURE FRAMING
MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in Ocean Shores...................................0403 734791

PLASTERING
PLASTERER, TRADE QUALIFIED repairs, renovations, cornices, quality assured. .Kurt 0431 015414

CAPE BYRON PLASTERING. Gyprock/Venetian. 27 yrs exp, free quotes, lic + insured..0402 538155

PLASTERING cornices, partition walls, water damage repairs etc Guaranteed quality. 0413 338203
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PLUMBERS

Taking on work NOW!
0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com

Ben The Plumber
    Servicing Mullumbimby, Ocean Shores, 

  Brunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds
30 years’ experience  Lic: 321191C

 CCTV camera and locators

 High pressure jet rodder 

 Electric eel 

 1.7t and 3m tipper truck

 Blocked drain specialist

  12 month guarantee 
on most jobs

  Fully insured

Drain clearing, inspections and repairs.
Reliable family owned and operated 

local business with 30 years plumbing 
experience and the latest technology. 

Phone James  0429 888 683 Lic 378040C

Pro Plumbing ServiceScotty’s
Reliable and experienced

Working in Byron Shire for over 20 years
Phone Scotty anytime 0419 443 196

scottypro27@gmail.com  –  NSW Licence Number L13549

Roofing repairs/leaks
Plumbing – Drainage – LP Gas fitting 

MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C.....0419 019035

BRAD EVELEIGH PLUMBING based in Ocean Shores, no job too small. Lic 257153C.........0438 140075

DAVE SPARKES Plumber Byron based, call out $110 incl. first hour. Lic209669C..............0418 167074

REMOVALISTS

SHIRE REMOVALS & FREIGHT CO
From Middle Pocket to Middle Earth 

Just give us a ring
• Freight services to Brisbane weekly 

• Carriers of fine art • Furniture removal 
• E-bay pick up & delivery

0409 917 646

LEAPFROG REMOVALS
BYRON BAY’S LOCAL REMOVALIST  
MOVING THE SHIRE FOR OVER 10 YEARS

0432 334 200  02 6680 8170
leapfrogremovals@yahoo.com.au

• Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne • Sydney • Gold Coast • Brisbane • Melbourne 
• North Qld • Country • Interstate • North Qld • Country • Interstate • • LOCALLOCAL

02 6684 2198  queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au

BENNY CAN MOVE IT!..................................................................................................0402 199999

RYAN’S MINI MOVES....................................................................................................0406 657 755

RENDERING

RENDERING / SOLID PLASTERING 25 years experience. Free quotes............. Ph John 0406 673176 

ROOFING

FCR ROOF PAINTING Local, 12 yrs exp, best paints avail, 190x5-star reviews. Free quotes.0419 789600

Metal Roofing & Guttering Experts
Serving from Ballina to Gold Coast.

- A Lifetime Warranty on Workmanship
- Double Satisfaction Checks
- Spotless Work Sites, Every Time

admin@oceanbluepr.com.au 
0429 909 433
www.oceanbluepr.com.au License # QBCC: 15327621  NSW: 381929C

Gutters
Downpipes

Roof repairs
Replacements

BLUE SKY ROOFING NSW

Lic No. 304784C0450 659 114

RUBBISH REMOVAL
OCEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini skip specialists .......................................... 0412 161564 or 66841232

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 4m3 trailer.................................................................0408 210772

TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 7m3 trailer. Prompt, reliable service.........................0413 289443

BYRON SHIRE Rubbish and furniture removals. ................................................. 0415 139308

SELF STORAGE
BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE................................................................................................ 66858349 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C.. 0407 439805

SOLAR INSTALLATION

0428 320 262   sunbeamsolar.com.au
team@sunbeamsolar.com.au

Serving Northern NSW since 1998

Your local, qualified team
Specialists in standalone and grid interact system designs

TELEVISION SERVICES
DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas........... 66843575 or 0414 922786

INSTALL SERVICE: TV, Wi-Fi, AV, special pensioner/concession rate. ............ Damian 0414 741233

TILING
WALL & FLOOR TILER/WATERPROOFER/STONEMASON Lic 24418C. ............Ph Karl 0439 232434

AJ’s TILING all aspects. Bathrooms, kitchens, walls, floors, waterproofing. Lic 239988C...0416 345202

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

arrive@ byronbuscompany.com.au 0490 183 424

Airport Transfers | Tours | Nights Out | Beach Walks
Events | Parties | Weddings | Corporate | Festivals

Door to Door 
Charter Services

BYRON
BUS Co-

Get a Quick Quote Now 

88 

TREE SERVICES

CHOPPY CHOP TREE SERVICES
The Fully Insured Professionals

Mark Linder Qualified Arborist
0408 202 184  

choppychoptrees@bigpond.com

•  Stump Grinding  •  Bobcat  •  Cherrypicker  
• Crane Truck  •  18" Chipper
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• 20 years local knowledge and experience • Fully insured / free quotes 
• 19 inch chipper • Bobcat • Cherry picker • Crane truck

www.harttreeservices.com.au

0427 347 380

PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING

ALL AREAS OF  
THE NORTHERN RIVERS & 
SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND

0401 208 797

•  Professional Tree Removal, 
Surgery & Maintenance
• Stump Grinding 
• Weed Control
•  Arborist Reporting & Consultancy
• EWP Cherry Picker Hire
• Mulching of Green Waste
• 24 Hour Emergency Call-Out
• Professional, Reliable Service

0435 019 524

Martino 
TREE SERVICES
Byron Bay & Beyond

TREE CARE SPECIALISTS
• 4×4 truck with 
   19” chipper
• Qualified 
    local arborists
• 120 ★★★★★ 
   Google reviews 0402 487 213

• Local • Reliable 
• Insured

leafittous.com.au  •  kascha@leafittous.com.au

17 Years Experience as an Arborist 
Experienced crew ready to go.

Free Quotes | Insured | Amenity Tree Pruning 
Removals | Chipping | Block Clearing 

Council DA Assistance if required 

Call Sam 0456 044602

BYRON TREE SERVICES AQF Level 5 consulting arborist, insured....................... Call Alex 0402 364852

LEAF IT TO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes........0402 487213

LOCAL TREE GUYS 15m crane truck. 18 inch chipper. Bobcat.............................. Jason 0488 489159

OUT ON A LIMB TREE SERVICES Lucas Holland qualified arborist..........................Luc 0402 191316

UPHOLSTERY
BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists.............................. 66805255

 VALUERS
BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers............. 0431 245460 or 66857010

VETERINARY SURGEONS
MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Wills, Heidi Jenal. After hours avail............... 66843818

NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer.................................................. 66840735

 WATER FILTERS

for home, commercial 
and rural properties

6680 8200 or  
0418 108 181

The Water Filter Experts

WEB DESIGN SERVICES
NEED A WEBSITE? We build fast, affordable, tailored websites for your needs. Contact us today - 

info@websitesbywednesday.com.au | www.websitesbywednesday.com.au.................0468 345742

WELDING
WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless...0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS
CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David..............................................0421 906460

NO STREAKS ATTACHED Local, experienced, friendly, insured.......................................0431 398358

WINDOW TINTING
SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price..........................0434 875009

SUNRISE window tinting, mobile Byron+ N. Rivers. Cars, homes, offices, etc...............0412 158478
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Property Insider www.echo.net.au/echo–property

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au 

millerrealestate.com.au

An original, beautifully restored farmhouse positioned above Eltham 

42 JOHNSTON ROAD, ELTHAM

Price Guide: $1,750,000

Open: Thu 16th July, 12:30pm-1:00pm
      5           3            4 1.175ha

By Brad Rogan 
Sotheby’s International Realty

 
Positioned along one of Lennox Head’s most 
tightly-held elevated ridgelines, 63 Amber 
Drive presents a rare opportunity to secure a 
substantial coastal family home offering excep-
tional privacy, breathtaking ocean vistas and an 
enviable lifestyle just moments from the village 
and coastline. Combining expansive land, 
established improvements and an extraordinary 
setting, the property delivers a unique balance 
of rural tranquillity and coastal convenience.
Defined by its commanding position and 
remarkable outlook, the residence has been 
thoughtfully designed to embrace its natural 
surrounds, capturing sweeping views across the 
Pacific Ocean while providing generous propor-
tions and seamless indoor-outdoor living. 
The result is a home that offers both everyday 
comfort and an exceptional environment for 
entertaining or simply enjoying the beauty of 
the Northern Rivers.
‘Properties in Amber Drive are incredibly tightly 
held, and it’s easy to understand why,’ Brad 
Rogan says. ‘The combination of elevated 
homes, uninterrupted ocean views and close 
proximity to Lennox Head village is becoming 
increasingly difficult to find, making opportuni-
ties like this exceptionally rare.’

The home’s versatile floorplan provides mul-
tiple living and entertaining spaces that flow 
effortlessly to the surrounding outdoor areas, 
allowing the spectacular outlook to remain the 
focal point throughout. Established grounds 
and generous open space further enhance the 
property’s sense of privacy while creating flex-
ibility for a wide range of lifestyle pursuits.
Brad adds, ‘Buyers are increasingly searching 
for properties that offer genuine space without 
compromising convenience. This home delivers 
that balance beautifully, providing a peaceful 
lifestyle while remaining only minutes from 
beaches, cafes, schools and everything Lennox 
Head has to offer.’
While offering an atmosphere of complete seclu-
sion, the property enjoys immediate access 

to Lennox Head’s renowned beaches, vibrant 
village, walking trails and local amenities. Its 
elevated position not only captures cooling 
coastal breezes and spectacular sunrises but 
also reinforces the enduring appeal of this 
highly sought-after enclave.
Commenting on the current market, Brad 
notes, ‘Premium homes with ocean views 
continue to attract significant interest 
from both local and interstate buyers. 
As opportunities of this calibre become 
increasingly scarce, properties within 
established pockets like Amber Drive continue 
to demonstrate exceptional long-term appeal.’
‘We’re seeing consistent demand from buyers 
seeking a lifestyle that combines privacy, land 
and panoramic coastal outlooks, all within 

easy reach of Byron Bay, Ballina and the wider 
Northern Rivers.’
Overall, 63 Amber Drive, Lennox Head 
represents a rare opportunity to secure a 
premium coastal family home in one of the 
region’s most prestigious locations, offering 
an exceptional combination of space, privacy, 
spectacular ocean views and enduring 
lifestyle appeal.

	■ For more information on this incredible 
home contact Brad Rogan at Sotheby’s 
International Realty: 
Brad Rogan, Associate Principal  
0420 529 112 
brad@sirbyronbay.com.au

Not only does The Echo 
have fantastic 

circulation and 
distribution figures, 
it also has the most 

attractive, interesting 
and talented readers.

Telling it like we  
think it is since 1986.

Did you know?

Elevated coastal family home with panoramic ocean 
views in one of Lennox Head’s most prestigious locations



www.echo.net.au July 15, 2026   The Byron Shire Echo   29

www.byronbayfn.com.au   |   sales@byronbayfn.com   |   35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481   |   02 6685 8466

409 COORABELL ROAD, COORABELL ‘Riverbelle’ 
Historic Acreage Lots with 
Wilsons River Frontage & 
Mountain Views | Settle 2028

PRICE  |  $950K – $1.59M

OPEN  |  By Appointment

• Seven lots, Seven Stories - build your dream home
on one of these stunning blank canvases

• Embrace the freedom of acreage living with space
for gardens, orchards, animals, a pool and so
much more

• Acreage homesites ranging from 2.4 to 6.4 acres,
(approx) set on a private hinterland estate

• Spectacular valley, mountain and rainforest
outlooks, with select lots enjoying direct
Wilsons River frontage

• Rich regenerative history featuring protected
Big Scrub rainforest and abundant wildlife

• Secure today with settlement planned for 2028,
offering time to design your dream home while
benefiting	from	potential	future	capital	growth

2.49AC - 6.43AC

Tara Torkkola 
0423 519 698

Character-Filled Art Deco 
Brunswick Heads Retreat

PRICE  |  Contact Agent

OPEN  |  Fri 17th July 2 - 2:30pm

Sat 18th July 11 - 11:30am

• Unique coastal home with iconic boat wheelhouse
windows and a rooftop lookout showcasing sweeping
hinterland views

• Flexible dual-income opportunity featuring two
self-contained living zones plus a detached studio

• Private tropical oasis with multiple outdoor entertaining
areas and lush gardens

• Walk-to-everything location just 5 minutes to Brunswick
Heads village, cafés, restaurants and the beach

68 MULLUMBIMBI STREET, BRUNSWICK HEADS

675M2

4 22 2

Paul Prior 
0418 324 297

Sharon McInnes 
0408 659 649

2/47 SHELLEY DRIVE, BYRON BAY
A Byron Hideaway, Walking 
Distance to the Beach

PRICE  |  $1.425M

OPEN  |  Thurs 16th July 9 - 9:30am 
Sat 18th July 12:30 - 1pm

• Modern two-level coastal home with seamless indoor- 
 outdoor living

• Stylish	interiors	featuring	polished	concrete	floors,	timber
accents	and	a	wood	fireplace

• Studio with separate access provides potential and
flexibility	to	suit	your	lifestyle	needs	(STCA)

• Short stroll to the beach, cafes, and Byron town centre

353M2

3 22 2

Su Reynolds 
6685 8466

Renee Schofield 
0400 028 594
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Property Business Directory

Call today for an 
obligation free chat

0418 123 393

BYRON BAY AGENT OF THE YEAR
Damien Smith
Sales Director Ray White Byron Bay
www.rwbyronbay.com

Contact the team today on 0412 057 672

SALES & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

0411 757 425
tim@millerrealestate.com.au

millerrealestate.com.au
@timmiller_realestate

PAUL PRIOR
SALES

0418 324 297 
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

SHARON McINNES
SALES

0408 659 649 
sharon@byronbayfn.com

TARA TORKKOLA
SALES

0423 519 698 
tara@byronbayfn.com

@taratorkkolafirstnational

@taratorkkola_realestate

www.byronbayfn.com.au

AGENTS

Boutique, family-owned and proudly 
serving Byron Bay & beyond.

Where personalised service isn’t just a 
promise - it’s our way of life.

JANIS PERKINS
02 6680 8588 | 0438 841 122
janis@reodbyron.com.au
Shop 9/15-19 Fletcher St, Byron Bay
www.reodbyron.com.au

entourage.com.au | (02) 6678 1751
Office | 3/6 Jonson Street, Byron Bay NSW

Australian Credit Licence 475676

Scan to book a
home loan

consultation today

We are.

Your bank isn't
on your side..

0412 833 280 

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

Russel Shaw 
Finance Broker

The Shire’s local
finance expert

Home Loans
Investment Loans
First Home Buyers
Car Loans

Debt Consolidation
SMSF Lending
Commercial Loans
Development Funding

Acceptance Finance Australia Pty Ltd ABN 20 678 011 571  
Australian Credit Licence Number 391715 Credit Representative Number 395628

FINANCE

P: 02 6687 0548  |  hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au 

NSW & QLD Conveyancing, Leases,  
Business Sale & Purchase

NP CONVEYANCING
PHONE 6685 7436 FOR A QUOTE 

NPC

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE?
We are here to help

PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS  
IN BYRON BAY NOW

NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE  
IN POTTSVILLE                  Lic No 06000098

CONVEYANCING

Photo: Tirza Abb
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The relentless campaign in 
all the Newscorp papers to 
undermine recent changes 
to overly generous property 
investment tax breaks 
wouldn’t have anything to 
do with them being owned 
by the same company as 
realestate.com.au would it?

     
A local bakery have stopped 
selling a cake called a 
‘babka’, allegedly because 
pro-Palestinian/ anti-Israel 
supporters have been 
harassing them for selling an 
Israeli product. A babka is a 
cake originating in Poland 
and Ukraine, the name 
roughly translates to ‘grand-
mother’ because the braided 
loaf was said to resemble 
the folds of a grandmother’s 
pleated skirt. Jews make 
it and Christians also 
make it at Easter. Just like 
Germans make sauerkraut 
and so do non-Germans. 
Shall we boycott chicken 
Kiev because its origins are 
Russian and Russia have 
invaded Ukraine? Or perhaps 
we should boycott noodles 
because the Chinese have 
invaded Tibet? Or maybe 
boycott all places that sell 
chocolate chip cookies 
because they were invented 
in America?

     
Nomi Kaltmann’s article 
‘Every Jew, regardless of 
politics, remains part of our 
people’ that highlighted the 
abuse of the executive officer 
of the Jewish Council of 
Australia, Sarah Schwartz, by 
other members of the Jewish 
community, was removed 
from the Australian Jewish 
News on Monday, 6 July. It 
has been republished in full 
at: https://nomikaltmann.
com/every-jew-regardless-
of-politics-remains-part-of-
our-people/. As Ms Kaltmann 

points out in her article, 
‘Derech Eretz kadmah laTo-
rah. Basic decency comes 
before Torah’. ‘Am Echad 
k’ish echad, one people with 
one heart’.

     
Mungo’s crosswords are 
back! A big thank you to 
Emma Briggs for generously 
providing her puzzles over 
the last couple of months. 
We now resume our repris-
inging of Mungo MacCallum’s 
catalogue of cryptics with 
only 520 or so to go – see 
page 20.

     
Byron’s Rainbow Shop has 
contacted Backlash after last 
week’s announcement that 
they are closing to say they, 
‘are just so grateful for all the 
love and support from this 
community, and from afar, 
over the years. We will stay – 
and remain half price to give 
back. We Love you Byron.’

Clarity 
through 
cards

Balance 
through 
essences
Tarot Readings 
& Flower Essences

The Mystic Seat 
Book your reading: themysticseat.com.au 

Triextra Carpet is an eco-friendly carpet that is 
perfect for your active household!
•  Made in part from renewable plant-based 

ingredients
• Manufactured locally in Australia
• Chemical-free cleaning with just cold water
• No tropical treatment is needed

3/5 Clark Street, Ballina
6686 3855

Uki Buttery 
Bazaar Market

Last of the 70s style markets
Third Sunday of every month

The Old Buttery Factory at historic Uki Village 
PARKING AVAILABLE AT SWEETNAM PARK 
Just a country drive away!

Info/stallholders phone 0487 329 150     UkiButteryBazaarMarket

NEXT MARKET Sunday 
19th July, 8am–2pm

Food, music, coffee, clothing, books, plants, art & craft, 
free face painting, vinyl records, second hand & much more...

MICHELLE BELLE

COSMIC CRUMBLIVE MUSIC

That’s the spirit. Photo Jeff ‘Homer Phobic’ Dawson

Love reading The Echo?

Show us you care by  
buying us a coffee!

www.echo.net.au-support-us

When: Monday 20 july 
Time: 9am to 11am
Cost: $50 per child
Ages: from 6yo 
Bookings: Daniela 0432 436 843
 

LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE | Home Studio - Ocean Shores

ACRYLIC ON CANVAS 
KIDS’ PAINTING WORKSHOP

MINI 
ARTIST
IN ACTION

Beginner-friendly. All art materials are supplied, so just 
bring a water bottle and wear clothes that can get messy.

Create an ocean-themed masterpiece,  
suitable for both girls and boys.
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