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Tears, anger and joy at 2026 Byron Writers Fest

.

Kerry O’Brien and Richard Flanagan at the 2026 Byron Writers Festival. Photo Jeff Dawson

David Lowe

There was a lot less mud and a lot
more walking at this year’s glorious
celebration of words, the Byron
Writers Festival, which took place
in a series of venues around Byron
Bay over last weekend.

Such a cornucopia is impossible
to distil to a few paragraphs, so
what follows are a few highlights,
in vaguely chronological order. One
highlight was Kerry O’Brien’s Thea
Astley, Address ‘Lessons from His-
tory’, where he shared the stage with
Booker-winner Richard Flanagan.

Most venues across the festival
were packed to enthusiastic capac-
ity, with the general consensus
that the move into town was a
great success, especially as the rain
started falling across the weekend.

On Friday, Radio National’s
Richard Fidler gave an interviewing
masterclass in his conversation
with publishing legend Louise
Adler, covering everything from her
family’s Holocaust history up to the
recent dramas surrounding Adler’s
attempt to bring a Palestinian
perspective to the last Adelaide
Writers’ Week, which led to political

interference and ultimately the
destruction of the event after a
boycott from 180 authors in sup-
port of Adler.

New writers were well supported
at the Byron festival, with a series of
events focusing on the fast-changing
world of self-publishing, which has
gone from being the poor relation
of the publishing world to the main
event, in some cases.

Back in the big tent, an event
honouring the mighty contributions
of Mungo MacCallum to the craft
of journalism saw a conversation
between Sean Kelly and Antoinette

Lattouf, and Mandy Nolan stepping
in as chair at short notice.

After idealistic beginnings as a
young journalist, Lattouf later found
herself cancelled by the ABC after
daring to report a Human Rights
Watch post on local radio, then won
against her former employer when
the case went to court.

In an era where politics has
become more about performance
than policy, and many journal-
ists have become embedded in
one way or another, the panel
remembered Mungo’s ability to
cut through political nonsense.

His widow Jenny Garrett spoke
about his fury about the large space
created for lobbyists when the fed-
eral parliament moved up the hill.
The blurring of commentary
and reporting was lamented, along
with the loss of experienced rounds
reporters and the way breaking
news and commentary have
replaced in-depth investigation as
newsroom budgets have been cut.
Mandy Nolan spoke up for publica-
tions like The Echo, as regional
media increasingly goes the way of
the dodo across Australia.
» More on page 27
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Lynda Dean OAM passed
away on Sunday afternoon
surrounded by family.
‘Lynda left her body
completely naturally this
afternoon in absolute clarity,
with grace and complete
acceptance, and with no
fear. She timed it perfectly

Lynda Dean OAM. Photo Suzie Deyris

with the golden light coming
through our beautiful garden
and the most gorgeous birds
arrived outside her window
for the first time. Her whole
family, including grandkids
were around the bed as she
left, and she left us with such
serenity and grace, said her

husband Christopher Dean.

‘It was truly a very sacred
moment and my heart is full
to bursting with tears but
relief and happiness that she
didn’t suffer in the end

There will be a memorial
in about two weeks for her
friends and family.

Room to roam for Byron's famous koalas

Some of Byron Bay’s most-
photographed residents are
getting a little more room

to move, with more than
2,000 trees planted to create
new habitat for koalas living
around The Pass, Byron Bay.

The community planting
in Arakwal National Park
aims to extend koala habitat
south from the Cape Byron
headland, where the local
population is confined to
a relatively small patch of
heavily-browsed forest.

The planting brought
together Arakwal National
Park rangers, Byron Bay High
School students, community
volunteers, and representa-
tives from Australia Post and
WWEF-Australia.

Bangalow Koalas
President Linda Sparrow said
the trees would give koalas
somewhere to go beyond the
busy headland.
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Left to right: Nicole Forrester, WWF-Australia; Margaret

Lama, Australia Post; Tanya Pritchard, WWF-Australia;
and Nicky Tracey, Australia Post. Photo Patrick Hamilton

WWF-Australia

‘Their trees are over-
browsed; they’re under the
constant threat of car strikes
and getting harassed by tour-
ists and people in general,
Ms Sparrow said.

‘So we wanted to create
habitat to give them a corri-
dor to spread out away from
those risks.

Arakwal-Bundjalung
man and parks ranger Norm
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Graham said koalas were
already known to move
through this area.

‘These plantings will help
future survival by providing a
valuable food source in their
journey across Country, Mr
Graham said.

B Read full story
in The Echo online:
www.echo.net.au.

Strategic decision making.

Students walk out on Hs

Mullumbimby High School students protesting against Hanson’s ‘racist’, ‘sexist’, and ‘anti-
queer’ stance. Photo Aslan Shand

Natalie Archibald

In response to the growing
support of far-right political
movements, on Thursday,
13 August students across
Australia walked out of their
schools to protest against
Pauline Hanson and her One
Nation party.

‘| participated in the
walk-out with many
other students from my
school because we stand
against Pauline Hanson
and her beliefs about
multiculturalism, climate
change, and the cost of
living, Xavier Kane told
The Echo.

‘We want our voices to
be heard, and we hope to
express to the rest of the
nation that the entire of
Australia cares, even a little
town in the Northern Rivers.

The protest was led by
the National Students Union,
and Yasmine Johnson of
the Socialists Alternative,
explained that young
people ‘want a system that
smashes racism’.

‘We want a system that
smashes homophobia.

We want a system that
smashes sexism.

Session 3 Presenters:

Session 3: Customers, Brand & Digital Content

"Do they get it?"

Get clearer on who you're trying to reach, what customers actually care about,
and where your marketing may be falling short.
This session explores customer clarity, messaging, digital experience and

content, with a focus on making it easier for customers to understand your value

— Kate Keys & Carol Liang, Adacy
— Brand, Customer & Messaging Clarity

— Ryan McCann, Lion & Lamb

‘Say No to Pauline’

Posters, flyers, and infor-
mation spread online with
the text ‘Say No to Pauline’ in
the weeks approaching the
protest, with the majority
aware and a few students
learning about the event just
hours prior.

A recent Roy Morgan Poll
found One Nation’s primary
vote was 26 per cent, with
Labor at 25.5 per cent. One
Nation has been participat-
ing in politics for 30 years,
but as the party grows more
popular, Australian youth
fear for their future.

Schools based in major
cities had large-scale
protests with thousands of
participants from universities
and high schools.

Smaller rural towns,
including Mullumbimby High
School students, partici-
pated in the protest. Mullum-
bimby High had a notable
portion of the student body
walk out at 1pm, and 2pm.

‘Hanson shouldn’t have
the say to control anything
that goes on in this country if
she’s going to be disrespect-
ful to everyone that lives
here, explained one student.

Many mentioned being
in fear of living within a
future where she, or others
with similar views, held
greater power in parliament.
Students shared sentiments
against her policies regarding
immigration, education,
birth control, taxing, and
climate change. Whilst being
too young to vote against
One Nation, protesters often
described her as ‘racist’,
‘sexist’, and ‘antiqueer’.

When asked about the
reasons for the protest,
another student remarked,
‘Australia is stronger when we
stand together, not when we
are taught to hate each other’

Greens candidate for the
seat of Ballina, Mandy Nolan,
told The Echo. ‘1 am so proud
of our young people! Mullum
High can be proud of its criti-
cal thinkers standing up to
racism, showing the future is
in good hands! Go Mullum?’

Throughout the country
students left their classrooms
with fervour to voice concern,
and reprimand the state of
Australian politics and where
it’s headed.

B Natalieis a year ten
student at Mullumbimby
High School.
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1,500 object to Mullumblmby’ S 57 Statlon Street car park DA

Aslan Shand

People concerned about
the future of Mullumbimby
as a town and community
have been out on the street
educating and talking to
their fellow residents about
the potential impacts of the
Byron Shire Council (BSC)
development application
(DA) for the car park at 57
Station Street, Mullumbimby.
This culminated in the
presentation of 1,504 written
submissions against the
amended DA to Council last
Friday, 14 August. This does
not include the electronic
submissions and follows
a 2,411 signature petition
against the previous DA.
‘From the initial 743
submissions in the first
round of the DA we wanted
to achieve half that again -
instead we doubled it local
resident Bronwyn Morris told
The Echo.

Councillors listen

‘We want to show our
councillors that the com-
munity is frustrated and
angry that they still don’t
seem to be listening. Council
is making out that we are
against affordable housing -
that is definitely not the case.
We support genuinely afford-
able housing in places like the
hospital site. We are willing
to work with Council coop-
eratively to find alternative
sites. There’s been no honest
community consultation and
therefore this project has no
community support.’

Transparency and
height concerns

Alack of transparency
over how the site was
chosen, the way the proposal
has gone from housing
above a car park to a massive
DA which breaches height,
bulk, and floor ratios, to the
sale of the site for $1, and
what the future replacement

Mullumbimby residents and ratepayers gathered to hand
over 1,504 objections to Byron Shire Council’s 57 Station
Street, Mullumbimby development . Photo Jeff ‘This Is

Fucking Ridiculous’ Dawson

costs of the car park and
public toilets in town will cost
the ratepayers are among the
many issues raised repeat-
edly by the community.

Eva Polo-Angeli, owner
of The Other Joint Cafe told
The Echo that, ‘The new DA
still doesn’t allow access for
trucks to empty adjacent
shops’ grease traps and
deliver gas’

‘It is 3m wide going down
to2m -itisn’t possible for a
truck to reverse down that to
supply us. They have given
us a bit of token space in the
DA that achieves nothing.

‘And during construc-
tion, which will take years,
how will we access our
businesses? As we’ve been
saying from the start, this
just doesn’t work. It just
doesn’t add up. Physically
losing access to the rear of
our buildings will destroy our
businesses and we won’t be
able to trade’

Significant cost to
ratepayers

Former councillor
Duncan Dey pointed out
that, ‘the entire proposal is
a waste of ratepayers’ and
taxpayers’ money.

‘It has just been illus-
trated by David Brown
that an equivalent private
developer in Stuart Street
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can accommodate people at
half the cost per capita. So
why is Council demanding
that we pay the other half
with public money for 57
Station Street?

‘Namely, we are gifting
up a block of land valued at
about $1m, a sealed car park
that would cost about $1m
to rebuild, and a set of toilets
that are critical infrastructure
rightin the CBD. The state
government is then donat-
ing several million dollars
through the NSW Recon-
struction Authority, and
we’ve already donated many
hundreds of thousands of
dollars of Council staff time.
There will be more public
costs revealed.

‘Why are our councillors
persisting? If they had put
the same energy into Mul-
lumbimby’s ex-hospital site,
which is free from all the
impediments of 57 Station
Street, they’d have the com-
munity on side.

‘And why are Councillors
wasting our money, then
asking for more in a rate
rise? It’sinsane’

Local residents Nicky
Turner and Tim Winton-
Brown have both highlighted
the significant impact that
the project will have on
traffic in the town during and
after the development has
been built.

Future of the town

‘I don’t think people
realise what will happen to
the town,’ said Ms Turner.

‘There will be a significant
impact on local businesses
and people will stop coming
in. There are alternative sites.

‘We cannot afford for our
businesses to go under, said
another local Louise Gordon.
‘They are the lifeblood and
backbone of this town.

Steve Bellerby said, ‘It
is still the wrong car park.
There are lots of other sites
where they can do this better
with less disruption and
provide more housing’

Affordable housing
supported

Again, and again, resi-
dents said they supported
genuinely affordable housing
and wanted to work with
Council to find the right sites
foritin the town.

‘| absolutely support
affordable housing, but
there are more suitable sites,
including the hospital site;
said Sharon McGrath.

‘l also want Council’s
Resolution 26-104 upheld
- affordable housing in per-
petuity, with rents capped
at 30 per cent of household
income or 80 per cent of
market rent, whichever is
less, she said.

B The Echo office is located
adjacent to the car park.
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Chamber and businesses support Byron Hospital

EODN Daniel O’Flynn, nurses Kimberly Stanford, Lucy O’Connor, MCCC’s Jenelle Stanford,
hospital staff head nurse Emily Duval, 21C Rebecca Stanton, and Paul Prior from First
National and MMCCC. Photo Aslan Shand

Aslan Shand

The Mullumbimby Chamber
of Commerce and Com-
munity (MCCC) with First
National Real Estate have
stepped up and provided
$1,000 of equipment for the
new 20-bed Care Awaiting
Placement (CAP) ward at
Byron Central Hospital that
opened in June.

The new ward opened
ahead of the busy winter
period to help meet
increased demand for
healthcare services across
the region.

‘We have seen an increase
of 16 per cent in presenta-
tions to the Emergency
Department at Byron Hos-
pital this season,’ explained
Daniel O’Flynn, Executive
Officer, Director of Nursing
(EODN).

‘Having this facility
enables patients to be
seen quicker as it takes the
pressure off acute beds. We

provide care for people from
across the Northern Rivers
region’s network of hospitals
so that it not only frees

up acute beds across the
network but also helps us get
our patients into the right
place at the right time.

Community support

Jenelle Stanford from the
MCCC told The Echo, ‘The
Byron Hospital asked us to
help them buy a range of
products including educa-
tional aids and toys to assist
staff working with patients.

‘We bought $1,000 worth
of equipment to assist the
hospital set up the facility.

The CAP ward is staffed
by a multidisciplinary team
focused on maintaining
patients’ health, wellbeing,
mobility, and independence
while placement arrange-
ments are being completed.
By caring for patients who no
longer require acute hospital
treatment in a dedicated

ward, acute care beds can be
made available for patients
who need higher levels of
clinical care and emergency
admissions.

‘Patients continue to
receive high-quality clinical
care, allied health support
and discharge planning
tailored to their individual
circumstances, said Mr
O’Flynn.

‘The initiative reflects
Northern NSW Local Health
District’s commitment to
finding innovative ways
to improve patient flow,
reduce pressure on hospitals
and enhance the patient
experience.

Paul Prior from First
National Real Estate said,
‘We are a big supporter
of community and the
chamber’

‘At these important times,
when our local hospital
needs support, we think it is
important to step up for our
local community.

Barnesy and the boys serving the Byron Shire
for over 40 years and still going strong.

Building Byron Better

2-4/8 Wollongbar Street,
Byron Arts & Industry Estate

info@byronbayengineering.com.au
0412 857 389 - 02 6685 8042
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Achieving excellenc

Students from The Pocket
Public School hit a high
note at the Sydney Opera
House, taking the stage with
hundreds of NSW public
school students as part of
the Combined Schools Choir.
‘Performing arts teacher
Holly Stanton called it an
unforgettable experience
that inspires the students to
keep striving for excellence,
said Principal Will Glasson.
‘The performance reflects
the school’s commitment
to nurturing gifted students
through the creative and
performing arts, helping
them build confidence,
and collaborate with
peers statewide.

e at the Opera House

House in Sydney. Photo supplied

‘It was a proud moment
for the whole school com-
munity, with students rep-
resenting The Pocket Public
School through teamwork

and outstanding musician-
ship - underscoring the value
of arts education in building
creativity, resilience and a
lifelong love of music, he said.

More than a spoonful of talent

Paul Bibby

Street urchins, chimney
sweeps and a magic
umbrella will descend on
Murwillumbah later this
month when students from
across the North Coast
come together to stage
Mary Poppins JR.

The much-loved musical,
based on the classic Disney
story of the magical nanny
who transforms the lives
of the Banks family, will be
brought to life by young
performers from more than
adozen public schools in
a landmark collaboration
celebrating music, theatre,
and public education.

The Combined Schools
Musical will bring together
students from primary and
secondary schools stretching
across the region, for four
days of rehearsals before
public performances from

24 August until 27 August at
Murwillumbah High School.
‘This is the first time ever
that the Combined Schools
Musical initiative has been
offered outside of Sydney,
and we are thrilled that so
many of our North Coast
students, teachers and
schools get to share in this
memorable experience, a
Department of Education
spokesperson said.

Cast drawn from
local public schools

Lead cast members have
been drawn from schools
including Byron Bay High
School, Ballina Coast High
School, Casino High School,
Evans River K-12 School,
Nambucca Heads High
School, Pottsville Beach
Public School and Narranga
Public School, while dozens
more students from schools

across the Northern Rivers
and North Coast will perform
as part of ensemble groups.

The production will
culminate in two public per-
formances at Murwillumbah
High School at 5pm and 7pm
on Thursday, 27 August.

Organisers say the
musical is not only an
opportunity for talented
young performers to take
the stage, but also a show-
case of public education at
its best, bringing together
students, teachers and
school communities from
across the region to create a
large-scale production that
would be beyond the reach
of any one school.

Tickets are available
through Humanitix at:
https://events.humanitix.
com/csm26-mhs, with
families encouraged to
book early.

[=]
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Byron Council maps out plan to revive local economy

Paul Bibby

After five bruising years of
Covid, floods, and global
economic headwinds, Byron
Council has unveiled a suite
of plans aimed at getting
more local dollars circulating
through the Shire and
reshaping its relationship
with tourism and events.
Three draft action plans
covering Business and Indus-
try, Destination Management
and the Visitor Economy and
Events are now on public
exhibition, putting some
practical flesh on Council’s
ten-year economic strategy.
The plans were developed
with Council’s new Economic
Activation Group and include
measures to strengthen local
supply chains and encourage
residents and businesses to
buy locally, support micro-
businesses, tackle workforce
and skills shortages,
and attract investment
considered compatible with
the Shire’s character.
Tourism remains a major
part of the equation, but
Council wants to spread
visitors and their spending
more widely across the
Shire, while developing
better measures of both the
economic benefits and costs
they bring.

Events would similarly be
encouraged across different
towns and quieter periods
of the year, with greater
support for homegrown
events, Aboriginal cultural
events, and activation of
underused spaces.

Keepinglocal

dollars local

The plans come against a
difficult economic backdrop.

‘The last five years have
had an incredible impact on
our local economy in ways
that no one could have imag-
ined, Mayor Sarah Ndiaye
said last year as Council was
developing its new economic
strategy.

‘We recognise that we
need to not only reflect on
the impacts of Covid, floods,
and economic factors on our
businesses and our commu-
nity, but we need to set the
direction for what we want
our economy to look like in
the future!

The Shire’s tourism
industry is still rebuilding,
while cost-of-living pressures
and the broader economic
downturn have continued
to bite.

And it seems the pain is
far from over. In June, the
owners of two longstanding

We ) jf Ket
Family Baw.’

www.richardson-murray.law
P: 07 5619 5933

Byron Bay: 42 Parkes Ave, Byron Bay, NSW 2481

Gold Coast: 2016/89-91 Surf Parade Broadbeach, QLD 4218

www.echo.net.au

family businesses in Byron
Bay said sales were down
4510 50 per cent compared
with the same period last
year, although CBD drainage
works were also blamed for
the dramatic fall.

The economic challenge is
also tied closely to housing.
Council’s own research has
warned that unaffordable
housing and low vacancy
rates can restrict business
growth by making it difficult
to find workers, while the
Shire continues to rely heav-
ily on employees commuting
from surrounding areas.

Against that backdrop,
Council says the new plans
are intended to build an
economy thatisn’t simply
bigger, but more resilient and
locally focused.

‘This strategy is about
shaping the kind of economy
we want for the future, Cr
Ndiaye said.

‘One that is creative,
sustainable, and grounded
in the wellbeing of our com-
munity and environment.

The three plans follow a
lengthy rethink of Council’s
economic policy.

The draft plans are now
open at: https://yoursay.
byron.nsw.gov.au/economic-
action-plans for public
feedback until 6 September.

Cape Byron Steiner School students from
classes 6 to 10 are off on tour this September.

Ensemble Della Mar, the Cape Byron Steiner Strings Ensemble, will make its
way down the east coast to Canberra, playing a repertoire that spans world
music, popular classics and even a few originals.

The ensemble will be performing at schools and doing a special concert at
the renowned music venue in Canberra, Smiths Alternative Cafe. They also
plan to do some busking and to visit the Australian National University's
School of Music and attend student rehearsals.

The tour is a wonderful opportunity for this talented group of students

to showcase their skills on cello, violin, guitar, piano and percussion,
complemented by stunning vocal harmonies. It is also a great chance to gain
performance experience, to have fun and build connections within the group.

Music at Cape Byron Steiner School begins in the early years and string
instruction is woven into the curriculum from Class 3.

The show promises audiences a chance to experience the excellent
musicianship and dedication of the students and teachers from Cape Byron
Steiner School. They continue to celebrate the rich musical program that
the school offers. Many ex-students continue to have music as a rich part of
their lives and many have gone on to have wonderful careers in music. The
Ensemble Della Mar will be playing locally this Spring.

Cape Byron
=4 Rudolf Steiner School

INSPIRED | CREATIVE | ACADEMIC | NURTURING

| @1‘?

" Further information: Call 02 6639 9300 or
visit our website www.capebyronsteiner.nsw.edu.au
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Lennox-to-Byron cycle link back on the agenda

Along-held dream of
creating a coastal cycleway
between Lennox Head and
Byron Bay has moved a step
closer, with $173,000 in state
funding secured to work out
whether it can be done

Ballina Shire Council has
received the money through
the NSW government’s Get
NSW Active program for a
feasibility and route-options
study into a proposed
19.7km shared path between
the two towns.

The study will examine
potential routes, environ-
mental constraints, and
engineering requirements
before any future construc-
tion funding is considered.

Previous propos-
als for a path through

environmentally sensitive
areas around Lennox had
proved controversial.

Cr Cadwallader said the
new funding was an impor-
tant step towards finally
identifying a viable route.

Ballina Council has
already constructed a shared
path from Lennox Head
village to the Ross Lane
roundabout, with the new
study expected to investigate
options for continuing north
towards Suffolk Park and
Byron Bay.

Rail trail connection

She said a Lennox-Byron
connection could eventually
form part of a much larger
Northern Rivers cycling
and e-bike network linking

Ballina, Byron Bay, the
Tweed, Alstonville, Lismore
and Casino.

‘Shared pathways are no
longer simply recreational
infrastructure, Cr Cadwal-
lader said.

‘They are becoming an
important transport option
while also supporting tour-
ism, local businesses and
healthier lifestyles.

But cyclists shouldn’t
start pumping up their
tyres just yet. The $173,000
is strictly for the feasibility
and route assessment. Any
actual cycleway would
require further planning,
approvals and a consider-
ably larger funding commit-
ment before construction
could begin.

Man seriously injured in Byron's Railway Park

A 55-year-old man was taken
to hospital in a serious condi-
tion after allegedly being set
upon by a group of people

in the centre of Byron Bay in
the early hours of Saturday,
8 August.

Police were called to
Railway Park, on Jonson
Street, at around 2.30am on
8 August following reports of
an assault.

ANSW Police

spokesperson said officers
were told the man had been
walking through the park
when he was approached by
a group of people unknown
to him.

An altercation followed,
during which several mem-
bers of the group allegedly
assaulted the man before
leaving the scene.

NSW Ambulance
paramedics treated the

55-year-old at the park
before taking him to Tweed
Valley Hospital in a serious
but stable condition.

The incident comes two
months after another serious
assault in Railway Park left a
28-year-old Canadian tourist
with a fractured skull and
bleeding on the brain.

Anyone with information
is urged to contact Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

Queer Family on the brink of finding new home

Paul Bibby

After four years of bouncing
between temporary and
unsuitable premises, North-
ern Rivers LGBTQIA+ support
service Queer Family Inc
may finally have somewhere
more secure to hang its hat.

Byron councillors will con-
sider granting the organisa-
tion a 12-month licence over
the former Station Master’s
Cottage at 80 Jonson Street,
Byron Bay, at a peppercorn
rent, together with $32,000
worth of Council support,
at Thursdays’s Byron Shire
Council meeting.

Staff are recommend-
ing councillors approve a
$25,000 rent subsidy and a
further $7,000 to cover rates
and fixed charges, while
Queer Family would remain
responsible for costs such as
water and waste services.

It would provide some
breathing space for an
organisation that has strug-
gled to find a stable base
since losing its premises
in the 2022 floods. In 2023,
Queer Family secured 12
months rent-free at The
Farmhouse in Mullumbimby,
but by last year it was again
warning that high rents
and unsuitable temporary

premises were threatening
its survival.

Last September, The
Echo reported that Queer
Family had identified the
former Mullumbimby sewage
treatment plant site at Casu-
arina Street as a potential
long-term home, possibly
using a flood buyback house
supplied through the Recon-
struction Authority. Council
staff subsequently identified
significant constraints at that
site, including flood, bushfire,
and environmental issues.

Community support

In May this year council-
lors voted 5-4 to offer Queer
Family temporary use of an
unnamed Council property
while longer-term options
were explored, following an
impassioned debate about
governance, fairness and the
allocation of public assets.
The site was subsequently
revealed as the former Sta-
tion Master’s Cottage.

The proposal has since
attracted overwhelming
public support.

0Of 88 submissions
received during consultation,
84 supported the licence and
four objected. The objections
focused largely on govern-
ance, financial impacts,

fairness to other community
organisations, heritage and
whether the highly visible
CBD site was appropriate.
Three of the four objectors
nevertheless expressed sup-
port for Queer Family’s work.

Supporters repeatedly
described the importance
of having a safe, dedicated
LGBTQIA+ community space.

‘Most importantly, Queer
Family has given my child
opportunities to meet and
connect with other children
... build friendships, develop
confidence and feel less
alone, one local community
member said.

Another local member of
the LGBTQIA+ community
described the impact more
starkly: ‘In short they saved
my life!’

Council staff say the
property has limited com-
mercial earning potential
under its current zoning and
approvals, and note that rent
and rates were previously
subsidised when the building
housed the Byron Visitor
Centre.

The arrangement remains
temporary. A permanent
community use of the site
may ultimately require
rezoning and further plan-
ning approvals.

WHO WE ARE

WHAT WE DO

or negotiating.

Buy well. Sell well. Bid well. With the right advocate
beside you. Byron Property Search x Master
Advocates is a collaborative independent property
advocacy service supporting clients across Byron
Bay, the Northern Rivers, Hinterland, Far North Coast
NSW, Melbourne and key East Coast markets.

Led by Mark and Michelle Errichiello of Master
Advocates, in collaboration with Michael Murray of Byron
Property Search, we provide a premium alternative to
traditional real estate engagement — focused on strategy,
independence and client-first outcomes.

We help clients make better property decisions
with confidence - whether buying, selling, investing

ADVOCACY SERVICES

* Buyers Advocacy

+ Vendors Advocacy and sale campaign oversight

« Due diligence, strategy, negotiation and auction or

private sale bidding

* Residential and commercial property support

HYBRID CO-PILOT SERVICES

* Pre-purchase inspection and independent appraisal

» Comparable market analysis and due diligence

« Auction and private sale negotiation and bidding support

* Pre-settlement consultation and final inspection guidance

« Post-settlement consultation and project management

* Investor rental-ready planning

* Property management appointment and advisory support

Independent

Buyers & Vendors Advocates

YRON

./ PROPERTY
SEARCH

n

()
MASTER ADVOCATES®

masteradvocates.com.au

BYRON PROPERTY SEARCH x MASTER ADVOCATES

Your property co-pilot across Byron Bay, Melbourne and key East Coast markets

WHY CLIENTS ENGAGE US

* Independent advice, not sales-driven
» Decades of real-world property experience

« Strong Byron Bay, Northern Rivers and Melbourne market

knowledge

* Priority access to on-market and off-market trusted
property network acquisition opportunities

» Calm execution under pressure

« Personalised service and accountability

* Risk mitigation management

* Unlock value-add opportunities

« Align every acquisition or divestment with each client’s
long-term personalised brief

WHERE WE SERVE

* New South Wales: Byron Bay, Byron Shire, Northern
Rivers, hinterland and Far North Coast

* Queensland: Brisbane, Gold Coast and South East
Queensland (extended partner network)

* Victoria: Melbourne (northern and western specialists),
metro, coastal and regional - Victoria-wide

Contact: 0408 988 118

Consultation booking:
calendly.com/masteradvocates
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Sunshine awaits you

Palm Lake Resort Yamba Cove is a multi-award-winning destination

for over-50s looking for the next rich and rewarding chapter of their

lives. With architectural flair, premium finishes, and the world-class < : 2 @
Vantage Country Club catering to all your wellness needs, this . =
welcoming community of just 78 homes is the pinnacle of luxury

over-50s living in the heart of Yamba. Brand new single storey and

double storey homes are now selling. Discover Palm Lake Resort

Yamba Cove. This is your time.
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We'd like your
feedback on the draft

designs for Dening and
Apex Park play spaces

Council is currently seeking feedback on the
design of two play spaces along the Byron Bay
foreshore.

Together they aim to provide diverse play
experiences for the whole community.

Come along to information sessions and see the
designs at Apex Park:

« Thursday 20 August 3 — 5pm
- Friday 21 August 9 -Tlam

Feedback is open until Monday 14 September.

More information

For more info visit

@ yoursay.byron.nsw.gov.au/ v BYRON
Apex-Dening \}}\\ SHIRE
L 026626 7000 ~~  COUNCIL

. 026626 7000 - www.byron.nsw.gov.au
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B Sex Drugs and Handrails

Join the cast of Sex Drugs and Handrails for a hilarious night as they explore ageing for
those who also got to enjoy the wild ‘70s. Photo Jeff Dawson

The near sell-out show Sex
Drugs and Handrails (Stiff in
all the wrong places!) has
added an extra show for
Sunday, 23 August that will
raise funds for refugee settle-
ment in the Northern Rivers.

The exuberant musical,
at Mullumbimby’s Drill

Hall Theatre, takes a light-
hearted look at what ageing
means for those who were
lucky enough to be young
in the ‘70s and are now in
their 70s.

Audiences will enjoy the
‘70s-inspired music that
has been composed for this

show and the cast promise
that you will leave humming
the tunes.

There are also some
tickets left for Saturday,
22 August. Tickets at:
https://events.humanitix.
com/sex-drugs-and-
handrails/tickets.

Byron mayor takes aim at Northern Rivers flood dam plan

Paul Bibby

Plans for a network of mas-
sive flood detention basins
across the Richmond River
catchment have drawn
opposition from Byron’s
mayor, who wants govern-
ments to instead investigate
nature-based alterna-
tives to reduce the impact of
future floods.

Mayor Sarah Ndiaye will
take a mayoral minute to
next week’s Byron Council
meeting calling for Council
to formally oppose further
progression of the large-
scale basins until their
potential impacts, costs,
and locations are publicly
disclosed and affected
communities consulted.

10 detention basins

The proposal follows the
release of the final CSIRO
Northern Rivers Resilience
Initiative report in June, four
years after the catastrophic
2022 floods.

CSIRO modelled two
bundles of flood mitigation
measures across the Rich-
mond catchment, with the
larger package incorporating
ten detention basins along-
side other works.

The results were sig-
nificant. CSIRO found the
larger package could have
reduced Lismore’s February
2022 flood peak by up to
2.07 metres, with substantial
reductions also modelled for

Casino and benefits extend-
ing downstream to Coraki,
Woodburn and Ballina.

However, CSIRO stresses
that the modelling does
not mean the basins will
be built. Detailed business
cases, cost-benefit analysis,
environmental and geotech-
nical investigations, design
work, government approvals
and funding would all be
required first.

The federal and state
governments have commit-
ted a further $3 million to
investigate flood resilience
options following the report.

Cr Ndiaye argues that
money should instead be
used to investigate nature-
based measures and other
scientifically supported
alternatives.

‘Large-scale dams have
the potential to significantly
alter rural landscapes,
affect farming enterprises,
disrupt transport networks
and impact communities
that have existed for
generations, she says in her
background notes.

‘Important questions
remain regarding land acqui-
sition, loss of productive
farmland, effects on roads
and bridges, biodiversity and
native habitat, cultural and
historical values, compensa-
tion, funding, project costs
and long-term impacts.

The mayor also
argues that nature-based
approaches were not

investigated as viable
optionsin the CSIRO
modelling, despite evidence
that measures which

slow, store and absorb
water can provide broader
environmental benefits.

Equity vital

The issue has already
attracted political scrutiny.
Questions were raised in
NSW parliamentary budget
estimates last year over
the absence of nature-
based measures from the
options presented during
community consultation.
The NSW government
responded that broader
environmental impacts
would need to be assessed
through subsequent disaster
adaptation planning.

Cr Ndiaye’s motion also
highlights Byron’s own flood
vulnerability, noting that the
Brunswick River catchment
was excluded from the
CSIRO modelling. It calls for
previously identified local
works, including Jonson
Street flood protection
and drainage upgrades, to
proceed urgently.

‘Regional collaboration
must be equitable, Cr Ndiaye
says. ‘It should not result
in one community bearing
disproportionate impacts for
the benefit of another’

B Read more on the reten-
tion dams in The Echo online:
www.echo.net.au.

www.echo.net.au
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Swain puts hand up for seat of Ballina

Byron Labor Councillor Janet
Swain has put her hand up
for state politics, announcing
she will seek Labor preselec-
tion for the seat of Ballina at
the March 2027 NSW election.

Cr Swain, who was
elected to Byron Council in
2024, said she had decided
‘after much consideration’ to
seek endorsement from local
Labor branch members.

‘I believe in politics. |
believe that creative people
should be involved in
politics, and they have been
sorely lacking in the past few
years, Cr Swain said.

‘As a local councillor, I've
seen first-hand the work
that we can do when we
work with state and federal

]

Byron Labor Councillor Janet
Swain. Photo Janet Swain

governments, and I'm run-
ning to be part of the positive
change that Labor can bring
to our communities.

‘We need a voice at the
table - and I hope to be
that voice!

B Read full story in The Echo
online: www.echo.net.au.

Slow down: Byron school takes
traffic concerns to Council

Parents, staff and residents
around Byron Community
School are calling for traffic
to slow down on Ruskin
Street, with a 99-signature
petition asking Council to
install two speed humps
near the school.

The petition will come
before next Thursday’s
Byron Council meeting, with
staff recommending that
Council investigate traffic
and road safety concerns
and report back.

Petitioners want one
speed hump near the school-
zone sign and another
further up Ruskin Street,
between Cowper Street and
the give-way sign.

Council staff acknowledge
concerns about vehicle
speeds and the safety of
‘vulnerable road users’, but
the speed humps themselves
aren’t yet a done deal.

Council considered
similar measures in 2020 but
found speed humps at the
eastern end of Ruskin Street
unsuitable because of the
road’s gradient, lighting and
other safety issues.

The most recent traffic
data is even older. Counts
from 2018 recorded an
average 960 vehicles using
the street each day, with the
speed below which 85 per
cent of vehicles travelled
sitting at 51km/h.

Staff say that data is
now dated and renewed
community concern, school-
related traffic and a recent
development application at
47 Tennyson Street warrant
another look.

They’re recommending
fresh traffic counts and a
road safety assessment
before deciding what, if any-
thing, should be installed.

Ruskin Street has also
previously been identified in
Council’s long-term cycling
plans. Council’s adopted
‘Byron Bay bike network’
plan proposed sections of
Ruskin Street as low-speed
‘cycle streets’, including new
crossings at the Cowper
Street intersection.

The 99-name petition will
be formally considered at
Council’s ordinary meeting
on Thursday, 20 August.

S1m boost to make Byron safer

Byron Council has secured

a $1 million grant from
Transport for NSW through
the second round of its ‘Safer
Cities: Her Way’ program.

The million-dollar
makeover is aimed at
making Byron Bay safer and
more welcoming for women
and girls, with young local
women helping to shape
what the improvements will
look like.

Importantly, the project
won’t simply be designed
for young women. Council
says they will be directly
involved in helping design

www.echo.net.au

the improvements through a
co-design process.

The grant follows earlier
work with local teenage girls
exploring their experiences
of public spaces in Byron Bay
and identifying ways those
spaces could be made safer
and more welcoming.

The broader Safer Cities:
Her Way program focuses on
relatively practical changes
to public spaces, including
lighting, landscaping, pedes-
trian connections and other
design elements that can
influence whether people feel
comfortable using an area.

Making community-led resilience ordinary

‘The 2022 floods
showed us how quickly
the systems we rely on
can be overwhelmed,
and they showed us how
much capacity sits in
ordinary neighbourhoods
when people decide to act
together. Launching at home
first felt right, because this
community taught us a lot of
what the book discusses.
Former Fire and Rescue
NSW Commissioner Greg
Mullins AO calls Unspeakable

Unspeakable: Facing up to
the climate catastrophe and
its consequences in Australia
by authors Professor Richard
Hil and Dr Jean Renouf, both
of whom live and work in the
Northern Rivers, launches
on Wednesday, 26 August
at The Regent Cinema,
Murwillumbah from 5pm.

Hil and Renouf will
be in conversation with
regenerative futures
practitioner Carmen Stewart
of Imagine Northern Rivers.

The community resilience
charity Dr Renouf founded
in 2019 will share Plan C’s
new three-year strategy and
explore how its community-
led approach to resilience
connects with the themes of
the book.

‘We wrote this book a few
kilometres from where we
will launch it, in a region that
has already lived through
what much of the country
stillimagines as a future
event, said Renouf.

Complete your
Census now.
It's not too late.

Census night was Tuesday 11 August.

It's compulsory for each household to complete
the Census to help plan for Australia’s future.
For help, visit census.abs.gov.au or call 1800 181 227.

Every answer matters.

Authorised by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, Canberra

‘amust read’ that ‘provides
hope rather than despair and
throws us a lifeline.

Mel Bloor, founder and
president of Resilient Uki,
said, ‘for an exhausted
community leader, this book
has both fanned my activist
flame and reminded me of
the deep still pool that | can
be, for both myself and my
community.’

Entry $5 at the door
with the discussion from
6pmto 7.30pm.

*
L S
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T

Australian
Bureau of
Statistics

Census
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Call on Janelle Sa

The North East Forest Alliance
(NEFA) says it’s outrageous
that the Forestry Corporation
began logging the homes of
another koala population
in the proposed Richmond
River Koala Parks on Monday,
17 August.

‘Carwong State Forest
has been recognised as a
Nationally Important Koala
Area, part of NSW’s Banyabba
Area of Regional Koala Sig-
nificance, and for protection
as a Koala Hub, NEFA spokes-
person Dailan Pugh said.

‘The 2019 fires killed most
of this colony, and while it
struggles to recover, now
logging is removing most of
their mature feed trees. Our
requests to Janelle Saffin,
as Minister for the North
Coast, to intervene have
been in vain, despite her
Lismore branch supporting
immediate protection of core
koala habitat in the proposed
Richmond River Koala Parks.

Stop logging core
koala habitat

‘We are calling on the
public to contact Janelle and
tell her to stop logging core
koala habitat, said Mr Pugh.

‘In 2015 the EPA undertook
extensive assessments of
four state forests known

Her Way project.

and at night.

2026.

fee for their time.

Opportunity to help
create a safer Byron Bay

We're inviting women, girls and F—

gender diverse people from the
Byron Shire to join an important
consultation for the Safer Cities:

Your insights will shape ideas
and solutions to improve sense
of safety and inclusivity in the
Byron Bay CBD, during the day

We need people who can take
part in a series of ‘walk shops’
and a co-design workshop

between 14 and 25 September

Participants will receive a small

2016 EPA habitat map
being logged.

3

to have important koala
habitat, identifying Carwong
State Forest as being the
most important, with 80 per
cent of the forest occupied by
koalas.

‘In 2017 the NSW govern-
ment identified 20,000ha
of Koala Hubs across NSW’s
state forests “to delineate
highly significant local scale
areas of koala occupancy
currently known for protec-
tion”. There are 223ha of
Koala Hubs in Carwong State
Forest. Now the Forestry
Corporation are intending to
log 177ha of them.

‘Just for the proposed
Great Koala National Park, in
2023 Minister Penny Sharpe
required all Koala Hubs be
protected because they are
“critical multi-generational
resident koala populations
and their habitats”.

‘She has refused our
requests to protect them

in to save koalas

% Koala Occupancy - SAT Modified

(with recent ATLAS)
A Provent
@ residen

: l/— Occupancy (by kernel density)

125m Density Classes

-
) ] Prosent (iow <5%)

]
£ Presunt (tgh = 5-10%)
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y -Rnu‘uﬂlhyn 20%)

showing koala density in the area

in the proposed Richmond
River Koala Parks.

‘Regrettably, Carwong was
all burnt in the 2019 wildfires,
killing most koalas and
many feed trees. We were
pleased to find some koalas
survived, and now they are
halfway to recovery, so soon
they can again function as
a critical source colony for
the long-term viability of the
Richmond River Koala Parks.

‘The Forestry Corporation
areintent on logging over
15,000 of the mature koala
feed trees (>30cm diameter)
that survived, which will
decimate this colony.

‘They are systematically
logging their way through the
best koala habitat in the pro-
posed Richmond River Koala
Parks, and by taking out the
source colonies, jeopardising
the future of the estimated
population of 3,000 koalas,
Mr Pugh said.

More information

Register at

@ yoursay.byron.nsw.gov.au/
Her-Way
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Proudly funded by
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This project is proudly funded by the NSW Government through a $1 million grant from the Safer Cities: Her Way 2
grant program to deliver safer, more welcoming and activated walking routes connecting the Byron Bay Bus
Interchange with the CBD, Apex Park and the foreshore over the next two years.
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From climbing buoys to parkour:
Byron foreshore

iy €

Concept design for Byron Bay’s Apex Park
featuring imaginative nature play, swings,
climbing nets and buoys, a slide and water
play for younger children. Image supplied

Climbing buoys, trampo-
lines, water play and parkour
could soon be part of a trip
to the Byron Bay foreshore,
with designs unveiled for two
new playgrounds at Apex
and Dening parks.

Byron Council has placed
the two concept designs on
public exhibition, proposing
distinctly different play
spaces just 350 metres apart
and connected by the exist-
ing shared path.

At Apex Park, the empha-
sis is on younger children
and imaginative, nature-
based play, with an ocean
theme inspired by Main
Beach and Nguthungulli
(Julian Rocks).

Plans include wave-
inspired canopies,
suspended climbing buoys,
fishing-net scramble
zones, driftwood climbing

S

structures, a slide built

into natural stone and four
ocean-facing swings, includ-
ing an all-abilities swing.
There would also be low-
volume water play and a new
picnic lawn near the Byron
Bay Surf Life Saving Club.

Kids fun parks

Down the path at Dening
Park, things get a little more
adventurous.

The proposed playground
includes boulder climbing,
ropes and climbing nets,
monkey bars, chin-up bars
and parkour-style fitness
challenges, along with slides,
an accessible spinner and
swing, a junior see-saw and
a motion-play zone featuring
trampolines and bouncing
spaces.

Byron Shire Mayor Sarah
Ndiaye said the idea was to

Concept design for Byron Bay’s Dening
Park featuring larger-scale adventure play,
challenging climbing, swinging and jumping
for wider range of ages. Image supplied

create ‘two distinct but con-
nected play destinations’.

‘With input from local
families, community mem-
bers, school students and
kindergarten children, and
with help from playground
design experts, we've
developed two exciting
concepts that celebrate the
character of the foreshore,
Cr Ndiaye said.

Both designs also include
seating, picnic lawns, shade
and landscaping.

The plans are on exhibi-
tion until 14 September, with
feedback available through
Council’s www.yoursay.
byron.nsw.gov.au/Apex-
Dening page.

Council will also hold
drop-in sessions at Apex
Park from 3pm to 5pm on 20
August and 9am to 117am on
21 August.

Learn about rainfall, water, and floods

Find out more about the
science around modelling of
waterways and flooding sce-
narios in clear, practical terms.
Science in the Pub will
bring experts from Macquarie
and Southern Cross universi-
ties to the Federal Hotel,
Alstonville on Thursday,
3 September to explain
how models turn rainfall,
landscape topography, and
water-flow data into flood
scenarios, and what those

scenarios can reveal.

Ask questions, test
assumptions, and leave with
a clearer understanding of
what hydrodynamic models
can tell us about flood behav-
iour. Doors open at 5.30pm
with nibbles, followed by
presentations and discussion
from 6-8.30pm. Tickets are
$5 and can be purchased
here: https://events.human-
itix.com/science-in-the-pub-
hydrodynamic-modelling.

Federation Bridge

Work is being carried out on
Mullumbimby’s Federation
Bridge for essential main-
tenance between 6pm and
5am, until Thursday, 20
August, weather permitting.
There will be a lane closure
and reduced speed limit of 40
km/hin place.

Oversize, and over mass
vehicles more than 4.6 metres
wide, should call the project
team on 0429 037 023 at least
24 hours prior to travel.

QUALITY FURNITURE
DONATIONS NEEDED

ALSO HOMEWARES, ELECTRICAL, MANCHESTER & CLOTHING

GLOBAL RIPPLE OP SHOP

NEW ADDRESS: 268 Ewingsdale Road, Byron Bay

04578927225

Accepting donations at this address as of Monday 3 Nov

For FURNITURE PICKUPS... please TEXT
your name, address & photos of donations.

Your donations make our charity projects possible.
Deceased estates welcomed and dealt with respectfully. MW}B

\N\—r“' :

www.echo.net.au



Open Studio Weekend
August 22nd & 23rd

Gold Coast
to Mullumbimby
40 mins
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The North Coast Mud Trail is
Proudly Supported By:

@ FIRST NATIONAL BYRON

For a more detailed and interactive
map scan the QR code

Pick up your copy of the Mud Trail booklet from Mullum
IGA, local cafes and galleries in the region as well as all
participating studios.

FREE ENTRY - All Welcome!

www.echo.net.au

@ Byron Bay
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2026 MUD TRAIL

35 Ceramic Artists - 26 Open Studios
4 Galleries - 20 Ticketed Workshops

Demonstrations | Talks |
Workshops | Pottery Sales

Luke Atkinson Ceramics
Luke Atkinson

The Hill Pottery
Rosemary Powell

Northern Rivers Pottery
Supplies

Raven Esque

Jessica Hart

Hoof Print Pottery

Janet Fraser

Elaine Richter

Sue Fraser

Muckware Ceramics
Grace Chaplin

Blanche Alexander
Lorr.De Ceramics
Lorraine Dean

Victoria Keesing

Satya Ceramics
Rachel Varela

Rainforest Ceramics
Richard Jones

La Casa Clay

Natalia Torres Negreira
Lucy Be

Rachael Meader

Sasa Ceramic Studio
Sasa Scheiner

Mud on my Hands
Cara Asherovitch

Hayden Youlley Design
Hayden Youlley

Coe Studio
Carly Pascoe

Samantha Robinson Porcelain
Samantha Robinson

Belle Epoque Studio
Heather Tulloh

Koonyum Clayworks
Gudrun Klix

Studio Suvira
Suvira McDonald

ML Ceramics
Melissa Lellouche

Jay Ceramics
Jay Richardson
Keramika

Tali Cohen-Flantz

Safir Studio
Kat Shapiro Wood

SOS Ceramics
Jacqui Sosnowski

Jenn Johnston Ceramics
Jenn Johnston

Ochre
Lauren Siemonsma

Wild Nature Clay
Benjamin Ruble

Middle Pocket Pottery
Jo Norton

Sara Gonzalez

Venessa Skye
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The cost of climate conspiracy

‘A simple conclusion: the benefits of
strong and early action far outweigh
the economic costs of not acting’

This was the conclusion of the
The Economics of Climate Change:
The Stern Review by Nicholas Stern
in 2006.

But some of our community seek
to delay action on climate change
by claiming that ‘climate change’ is
some sort of left-wing conspiracy.
Shame on them. The science
clearly shows the economic costs of
climate change are enormous, and
growing the longer we wait to take
serious action.

In 2006 The Stern Review esti-
mated the cost of action on climate
change would be the equivalent
of investing one per cent of global
annual GDP. In 2008 Stern warned
that the cost had doubled to two
per cent of global GDP. ‘Failure
to do this would lead to damage
costing much more, the report
warned - at least five per cent and
perhaps more than 20 per cent of
global GDP; The Guardian reported
atthe time.

As we see fires rage around the
world the European Space Agency
(ESA) is clear that, ‘Extreme wild-
fires are no longer rare anomalies
but recurring climate-driven disas-
ters reshaping global carbon cycles!

The science shows that climate
change is reshaping our world and
we have squandered much of the
time we had to implement real
and lasting change to mitigate the
impacts of greenhouse gases on the
world’s climate.

In the last week Reuters reported
that, ‘The heatwaves that have
hit France in recent months could
result in €10 billion to €15 billion
[$24AUS billion] in direct and
indirect costs, according to the
French environment minister

The drought is also impacting
Germany’s economy as the waters
of the Danube and Rhine rivers
have lowered. This is significantly
impacting the cost of movement of
freight along the river.

‘A prolonged disruption of
navigability on the Rhine could
completely stifle the tiny seed of
growth we have, warned economist
Thilo Schéfer in an interview with
Bild newspaper, reported www.
dw.com.

The record-low waters in the
Danube River have led to Romania
closing its last working nuclear
reactor that supplies 20 per cent of
the country’s electricity.

‘Romania has declared a state
of energy emergency throughout
August and asked companies and
households to reduce consumption
during peak hours, reported The
Guardian.

According to the MIT climate
portal ‘Some estimate that 3°C of
warming would bring GDP losses
over 10, 20, or even 30%, with at
least one model projecting that the
world stands to lose over 50% of
GDP. These numbers would make
even the Great Depression of the
1920s and 30s seem mild.

Action is needed on climate
change and people need to look
at ways they can instigate change.
Denial will not serve anyone except
those people and companies that
seek short term benefit at the cost
of all our futures. Make your voice
heard, choose where your dollars
go - from the supermarket to the
stock market, make sure your votes
count, go electric whenever you
can. And don’t buy into the ‘there’s
no climate change’ conspiracy.

Aslan Shand, editor
News tips are welcome:

Getting the balance r1ght

Have you noticed how often
Anthony Albanese and his ministers
talk about ‘getting the balance
right’? It has become a mantra
used repeatedly to explain why
reforms they are proposing go only
a fraction of the way to solving
serious problems.

We have seen this recently with
the gambling issue.

Australians overwhelmingly
want action on the gambling
epidemic plaguing our nation.

The average Australian adult loses
$1,635 each year, for a total of $36
billion, more per head than any
other country.

About half of this loss is from
poker machines in pubs and clubs
and now online betting is gaining
fastin popularity. Advertising
infests the airways, sporting events
and pops up on our devices.

Gambling has become a
pernicious family-destroying
addiction, and governments have
failed in their duty to rein it in to
protect people from its devastating
impacts.

It has all happened rather
suddenly. Who remembers the one-
armed bandits in pubs when you
inserted coins and pulled the lever?
There was a clatter of coinage and
a whoop of joy when someone
occasionally won.

| witnessed this in the Las Vegas
gambling mecca in 1965 on my first
visit to the US. They used real silver
dollars in poker machines.

| pulled out my camera and
started taking photographs of
the action in the Stardust Casino
and was immediately detained at
gunpoint by uniformed guards and
taken to a small room where they
grilled me about my motives.

The main questioner, lying back
in his chair, feet on the desk, said
he wasn’t allowed into England
on his last attempt to enter. | told
him | wasn’t surprised, the way
he treated people. They made me
expose my film and escorted me
out of the casino, guns drawn.

| walked to the next casino up
the road and after sitting at the
roulette table for a while, playing
‘my winning system’, | was told
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‘Striking the “right balance”
) currently means accommodating
i theinterests of corporations whilst
appearing to act.’

Richard Jones
%

to cash in my chips and get out.
They only wanted losers.

These days every town in Aus-
tralia is virtually a mini-Las Vegas.
Not only that, but you can also bet
online, anywhere, anytime - sitting
in the park, in bed, on the veranda.

Gambling is as addictive as
heroin or tobacco, but not quite
so deadly.

Public pressure has obliged the
government to finally do something
about gambling advertising, but the
legislative proposals go nowhere
near the total ban recommended by
the Murphy Review, which delivered
31 unanimous recommendations to
treat gambling addiction as a public
health issue.

The main proposal in the legisla-
tion is to cap gambling ads to three
per hour between 6am and 8.30pm.

Neither the Greens nor the oppo-
sition support this weak legislation,
but the government may need to
work out a slightly tougher version
with the Liberals to get it passed.

Government spokespeople
wheeled out the ‘getting the
balance right’ mantra, between
protecting children and adults right
to gamble. Adults are at risk as
much as children.

As a former advertising copy-
writer, I'm fully aware of the power
of advertising. It works, otherwise
corporations would not waste
their money.

We all know it’s pressure from
the media losing advertising,
clubs losing revenue, and the
governments’ own addiction to the
tax revenue.

We elect members of parliament
to represent us, the interests of
ordinary people. This once hap-
pened and still does when we elect
community independents and
members of parties such as the

Greens not beholden to corporate
donations and pressure.

Striking the ‘right balance’
currently means accommodating
the interests of corporations whilst
appearing to act.

Fossil fuel corporations
invariably have priority over
climate action.

Heroic Senator David Pocock
and others have been pushing hard
for a 25 per cent tax on Australia’s
LNG exports, but this has fallen
on deaf ears. This would raise $17
billion annually to improve health
services, build social housing, and
develop more resilience to increas-
ing climate chaos. It would pay for
more water bombers, for example,
which may be needed in great
numbers in a few months.

The Rural Fire Service called
on our home phone the other day
asking for funds. Why on earth
would they need to do that? A tax
on gas would flood their coffers
with much needed cash.

We are watching Europe burn;
rivers dry up and crops turned to
dust. This is the face of the climate
crisis. Are we ready and prepared
for it? Will we have enough water
bombers? Will evacuation plans
be drawn up? It all needs serious
pre-planning.

Our local federal member
Justine Elliot will be held to account
if her government fails to prepare
adequately for what may be coming
next summer.

If the Albanese government
fumbles this after having been
given so much warning, the people
will turn on them. They risk losing
their balance and being tossed out
of office.

W Richard Jones is a former NSW
MLC, and is now a ceramist.
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‘m sure we parked our yurt near here somewhere?’ Linda Sparrow and Saul Goodwin in
Mongolia for the UN COP 17 conference in Mongolia. Photo supplied

Bottoms up
I think The Echo made a
terrible error with last week’s
printing. | found it incredibly
difficult to read. The whole
paper was printed upside
down except for one ad on
the back page. Please be
more careful.

Raphael Lee Cass

Byron Bay

Threatened rate rise
If councillors are unable to
put a viable business plan to
the general manager using
the rate base collected in
Byron Shire then Council
needs to be restructured.

Letters to
the Editor
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Deadline: Noon, Friday.
Letters longer than 200
words may be cut. Letters
already published in
other papers will not be
considered. Please include
your full name, address
and phone number for
verification purposes.

Threatening ratepayers
with no services, services we
should already have in place,
is unethical in my opinion.

How much do salaries and
wages cost Byron Shire rate-
payers? How much do ongo-
ing repetitive studies cost
ratepayers? How much do
private consultants (unneces-
sary if staff and management
had the appropriate qualifica-
tions) cost ratepayers?

Byron Shire has one of
the most expensive rate
bases in the nation per
annum - how much does it
cost ratepayers to subsidise
tourism in Byron Bay?

Please explain Byron

Shire Council.
Sharon Kelly
Ocean Shores
SRV: no promises

No promises come with a
Special Rate Variation (SRV).
Council’s approach in seek-
ing a community-sanctioned
SRV as outlined in last week’s
Echo has been used before.
The promise of improved
services if an SRV is agreed to
is a hollow promise.

Rates have increased in
the past with the promise

Latin « Ballroom « Rhythm
Wedding Dance « Private Functions
Dance Starts Here.

0450 565 683
Shop 5/104 Dalley St
Mullumbimby
teamodance.com.au

www.echo.net.au

of improved ‘roads, bridges,
stormwater infrastructure,
and other community assets’
and yet we still have severely
degraded infrastructure
throughout Byron Shire.
Potholes are everywhere,
sewage treatment is severely
stretched, maintenance of
parks and gardens is nothing
to boast about.

One has to ask the ques-
tion ‘what difference did
past rate increases make?’.
| suggest the extra money
has been funnelled into
projects that all too often
fall flat! Who remembers
the folly of the Myocum
solar farm, the failed
attempt to utilise the flood-
plain thatis Lot 22, the
dream of a $50m aquatic
centre opposite the newly
upgraded Petria Thomas
pool? All these failures
soaked up many thousands
of dollars in consultants
rather than improve mat-
ters for ratepayers. At the
same time as seeking more
money we are asked to con-
sider if ratepayers should
foot the bill for legal costs
of BSC councillors and staff!
How much would that cost?

A 35.3 per centincrease
over three yearsis a VERY
significant impost on all
residents, and we can’t be
certain an improvement in
services and asset mainte-
nance will ever materialise;
history suggests it won’t.

Have Your Say: https://
yoursay.byron.nsw.gov.au/
srv/SRV-change

Steve Bellerby
Mullumbimby

Byron height limits
Byron Shire Council (BSC)
has received a DA from
Jobern P/L for the partial
demolition of 109 Jonson
Street, (above Red Ginger to
the butcher), which includes
two additional storeys with a
rooftop pool.

It also requests a rooftop
structure, comprising a
‘predominantly open-sided
153m2 roofed area’, that has
a maximum roof height of

14.562m, resulting in a height
increase of 3.062m (or 26.6
per cent) plus lift overrun.
The LEP allows for 11.5m.

In a letter to the applicant
on 5 March, 2026 following
a design review, BSC wrote:
‘The swimming pool could
potentially be relocated to
Level 3’ and follows ‘This
then removes the need for
avariation to the height
controls and largely (if not
completely) brings the devel-
opment into compliance
with Clause 4.3 of the Byron
LEP 2014

The consultant for the
developer replies under:
‘Comment: The above
development option would
make the project financially
untenable. Does this mean,
if we obey the rules we can’t
make enough money?

| am yet to meet anyone
who has walked down
Jonson Street lately (without

a profit motive) who has
anything good to say about
recent developments. The
low-rise character of Byron is
under attack and we need to
fight back hard... NOW!

Tim Mack

Byron Bay

Rail trail
When Al’s taken over all our
jobs, what might come in
handy? A rail trail.
Sandy Loyall
Bangalow

Jonson Street appeal
The Bonobo hasn’t
impressed Byron Bay locals
with its uninviting facade
and brutal contribution
to one of our primary
streetscapes. Comments
include ‘eyesore’, ‘looks like a
prison’, and ‘Blotobo’.

It might be illuminating
to hear from the developers
» Continued on next page
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and architects about their
rationale for creating a
building that focuses inward
without offering any aesthetic
relief to the town. Maybe they
had no intention, or saw no
responsibility, to consider the
character of our pleasantly-
scaled and fast-disappearing
village. Others have dealt
much better with fire hydrant
boosters, carpark access, and
a welcoming retail frontage.

We’d expect our Shire
Council to be more attuned to
preserving a modicum of our
famed village ambiance; they
should look to strengthening
theirinput.

But it’s there now and not
looking much like the DA’s
artistic impressions. Perhaps
a splash of paint on those
grey concrete blocks would
help; it could be ‘Mondrian-
ised’ - that would be a little
more Byron Bay.

Jeff Harrison
Byron Bay

Aerate the lake

Baywood Chase Lake, com-
monly known as Bird Lake, is
a Council stormwater asset
and it is time we treated it
that way.

A recent Notice of Motion
(NoM) to Byron Shire Council
(BSC) has brought the
long-running water-quality
problems into focus.

Bird Lake was constructed
as an end-of-pipe stormwa-
ter detention basin. Council’s
own report has identified it
as the highest-priority water-
quality pollution source
entering the Tallow Creek.

Historical concentrations
have reached approximately
200 times the amber alert
level and 20 times the red
alert level. The report also
recommended mechanical
recirculation/aeration as a
management strategy.

A management plan was
first drafted in 2018 and
reviewed in 2024. Yet the
problem remains unresolved
and also impacts the
downstream catchment and
coastal environment.

There are practical,
nature-positive solutions
available now: public-health
warning signage, transparent
publication of water-quality
results, regular monitoring,
scoping a pilot aeration pro-
ject, addressing major storm-
water inflows, basic asset
maintenance and assessing
the bird-island issue as part
of overall lake management.
These measures can begin
while the longer-term Tallow
Creek Coastal Management
Program progresses.

Council knows thisis a
problem. Council owns the
stormwater asset. Council’s
own investigation identified

it as the priority pollution
source. Practical solutions
have already been identified.
This is an opportunity
for Council to demonstrate
environmental leader-
ship: protect waterways,
biodiversity, and Country;
use nature-based solutions
wherever possible; prevent
pollution at its source.
Bird Lake has beenin
the ‘too hard’ basket for
decades. That is no longer
acceptable. We need Council
to act now.
Kelly Minahan
Suffolk Park

Be berry careful

The policy of the Country
Women’s Association

(CWA) of NSW is to support
the work of the NSW Anti-
slavery Commissioner, to
actively oppose all forms of
modern slavery.

The scourge of modern
slavery in the agriculture
industry has been in the
spotlight with the release
of a NSW parliamentary
report on temporary migrant
workers in regional NSW,
and comments by the state’s
Anti-slavery Commissioner
featured in the Four Corners
report into food security.

The blueberry industry,
among others, came under
scrutiny. The report throws
light on the exploitation that
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vulnerable migrant workers
face with illegally low wages,
extortionate ‘costs’ taken
from their pay for sub-stand-
ard accommodation and
other fees. They also face the
threat of visa cancellation for
speaking out. Unscrupulous
labour hire operators are at
the core of the abuse expe-
rienced by these vital and
underappreciated workers.
Queensland and Victoria
have addressed the problem
with a licensing system. NSW
is lagging, and this opens the
door to mistreatment.
Currently, the Anti-slav-
ery Commissioner in NSW is
an advisory position - not
a regulator. We hope this
changes. We, as consumers,
can do something - check
where those blueberries,
other fruit and vegetables
come from next time you’re
at a supermarket or farm-
ers’ market, ask who is
employed to pick them, the
conditions they live under
and whether they earn a
Horticulture Worker 2000
Award or similar wage. The
power is in your pocket.
Michelle Wallace
CWA, Bangalow

Political comment
Great article by Jo Immig
(Echo 6 August). But whether
we’re feeling hopeful or
fearful, it doesn’t matter,

because neither is telling
us what'’s actually going to
happen, or even what’s actu-
ally true right now, just what
we think is true.
Seeing that, is what frees
us to take the wisest action
in the moment, which is the
most important thing.
Sandy Loyall
Bangalow

Scan merchants?
Regarding theft from local
supermarkets, this issue can
cut both ways. Recently |
went to a supermarket and
bought six random items, and
I always memorise prices.

At the checkout one
item came up above the
shelf price, then another, at
which point | demanded to
see the manager, to whom
| pointed out that if two out
of six items are not priced
correctly, by how much are
you ripping off the public
with the thousands of items
in the store?

When price-scanning
came in, the deal was
through a supermarket code
of practice, that items would
be free that scanned over the
shelf price. Supermarkets
have now walked away from
this code.

The code, now it seems,
is we will rip you off unless
you catch us out, and | have a
number of times caught them

out and insisted they give the
items to me free so they tidy
up their pricing practice.
Anton Vanderbyl
Main Arm

David Brown’s article
What an interesting article by
David Brown in last week’s
Echo. Well-researched and
full of numbers. Here are a
few more numbers. Did you
recoil in horror at someone
having a meagre 18 square
metres to live in? Here’s
some more numbers. 18
square metres is certainly
more than the average
small caravan, starting at 11
square metres. You can cook,
shower, sleep in a bed, and
use the toilet. You can get
your things off the street. You
can have some space to get
yourself together. Any home-
less singles interested?
Sandra Heilpern
Ballina

Mandy and listening
Just looking at Mandy’s
Soapbox of last week, which
I think is so ‘on-target’ and
excellently written. To para-
phrase her, ‘to open your
heart you first have to open
your ears and receive. Trust
me it’s worth it.

To my mind today we
are witnessing less listening
to each other - less than
» Continued on page 17
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Traditional owners vs Adani's mining operations

Michele Grant

drian Burragubba,
aWangan and Jag-
alingou (W&J) Elder

visited Brunswick Picture
House in August to provide
an update on their long
running campaign to protect
their lands and sacred
Doongmabulla Springs in the
Galilee basin impacted by
Adani’s open-cut coal mine.

Adani’s contentious pro-
ject was initially approved
by the Federal Environment
Minister in 2014. The Stop
Adani direct-action cam-
paign lobbied local and inter-
national banks and insurers
targeting 145 companies to
discourage involvement in
the project. Conservation
groups instigated court
actions objecting to impacts
on the environment and
biodiversity, water usage,
and carbon emissions.

Permits allowing new port
facilities including sea-bed
dredging at Abbot Point
and dumping of spoil in
Caley Valley wetlands were
challenged in three separate
court action in the Admin-
istrative Appeals Tribunal.
The permits were withdrawn
after federal legislation
banned dumping within the
Great Barrier Reef Marine
Park in June 2015.

Objections to using public
funds to bankroll infrastruc-
ture led to the proposed new
rail line being abandoned. A
200km extension to the exist-
ing narrow-gauge railway
was completed in 2021. A
new airport for fly in/fly out
workers became an upgrade
of an existing airfield on a
nearby property.

Funding difficulties and
court action resulted in
delays and downsizing from
60 million tonnes of coal
per year to 10 million. The
lifespan was reduced from 90
to 60 years with estimates of
200 million tonnes of carbon

Adrian Burragubba at the Brunswick Picture House. Photo Mark Seiffert

dioxide to be generated
over the timeframe. Work
commenced in 2019 and the
mine has been operating
since 2021.

W&J rejected the Indig-
enous Land Use agreement
(ILUA) presented by Adani
in October 2014 claiming it
would destroy their ancestral
lands and cultural heritage.

A ‘Defence of Country
Declaration’ presented to
Queensland parliament
claiming their rights under
the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous People
were not being recognised or
enforced fell on deaf ears.

In 2016 the Queensland
Native Title Tribunal
overrode the objections
of traditional owners and
granted two mining licences
to Adani on the basis the
project is in the public
interest.

Bankrupted by
Adani

Adrian Burragubba
lodged W&J’s appeal against
the tribunal decision,
butin August 2016 the
Federal Court dismissed the
challenge.

BYRON PHILO CAFE PRESENTS
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A Talk by ABC Superstar
Geraldine Doogue

Joy and Turbulence: The Quest to find
Voices of Reason and Compassion to Heal
our Fractured World

Marvell Hall, Byron Bay
Friday 4 September, 6.30pm
Cost: $10 must be paid online via byronphilocafe.org

The community split over
the ILUA offered by Adani
in 2017 with seven of 12
representatives accepting
the take it or get nothing
deal. An appeal by the five
dissenting representatives
was dismissed by the
Federal Court with Adani
seeking $680,000 in court
costs, bankrupting Adrian
Burragubba who led the
action.

In August 2019 the
Queensland government
intervened and extinguished
native title over 1,385
hectares of W&J country
including their camping area
used for cultural ceremonies,
granting Adani exclusive
freehold title.

The mining company took
action in the Queensland
Supreme Court to have the
W&J campers charged with
trespass and a restraining
order was issued so they
couldn’t return. When the
Burragubba family returned
to conduct ceremonies
the police were called and
forcibly removed them from
their land.

Human rights

Disgruntled Traditional
Owner groups united under
the Clermont-Belyando
Native Title Claim. In 2021,
after 17 years of legal wran-
gling the Federal Court dis-
missed their claim, removing
their right to consultation
or compensation in future
mines after concluding they
did not establish sufficient
legal connection to their land
under the Native Title Act.

W&J turned to the new
Queensland Human Rights
Commission. Section 28
of the Queensland Human
Rights Act (HRA), adopted in
2019, recognises the distinct
cultural rights of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
people and their special

connection to land and
sea. Action resulted in the
Queensland police issuing
a letter of regret for evicting
the Burragubba family - a
first for police!

In April 2023 the
Queensland Environment
Department received advice
from CSIRO and Geoscience
Australia which identified
‘several major issues’
with Adani’s groundwater
modelling and the threat of
‘environmental harm’ to the
Doongmabulla Springs.

In Feb 2024 W&J pursued
ajudicial review in Queens-
land Supreme Court seeking
an injunction to stop mining
and provide ‘scientific cer-
tainty’ the Springs were not
under threat.

In January 2026 the full
bench of Queensland Court
of Appeal ruled in favour of
the cultural custodians. The
court held that the refusal
to issue an Environmental
Protection Order can affect
Aboriginal cultural rights
and that inaction can affect
the practical enjoyment of
cultural rights.

The decision doesn’t stop
mining near the springs but it
clears a pathway to trial. It’s
a significant breakthrough
and confirms Aboriginal cul-
tural rights are enforceable
under Queensland law.

The Queensland govern-
ment didn’t appeal the
decision. Its role in providing
scientific certainty and
protection of sacred springs
will proceed to trial in the
Supreme Court. A trial date is
yet to be set.

Challenging and defend-
ing Adani’s project has cost
the community millions of
dollars, while the profits for
Australia are minimal and
the risks for the Galilee Basin
remain unacceptable. A
review of the public interest
is long overdue.

www.echo.net.au



Letters

» Continued from page 14
we have ever seen. The
adherence to the idea that
‘you are right’ seems to me
to create people who don’t
actually want to listen. They
want to feel secure. Safe.
Right. Smart.

To me it’s because they
are actually in fear - and
without getting into any
ideas or conspiracy theories
or ‘dark state’ ideas, it does
appear to me personally that
itis the marketers that have
taken us to this point.

Nobody else.

It’s the marketers - who
have to keep usin a state
of fear to maintain our
consumption. Without us as
willing or unwilling consum-
ers of their stories, it all falls
in a heap.

Listening is very hard. |
have done deep listening
courses and seen little or no
result from anyone around
me - except getting worse,
not better.

So these days my listening
involves three parts:

1. Listen as well as |
am able. 2. Allow what |
hear to take up temporary
residence in my head. 3.
Wait and see what happens.
Don’t allow any opinion
to settle. 4. Hold onto the
belief that it is possible
that something completely
different may arise.

If we are listening to
detect what we don’t want
to hear, we are not deep
listening. If we are listening
to simply allow that, which is
to sitin our mind and allow
a possible alteration of per-
spective, then that, to me, is
deep listening.

lan Blair Hamilton
Myocum

Gas stinks
Backlash last week noted
that 88 per cent of Victorian
homes use mains gas for
heating. We all know they
think minor gas is cool too:
but Echo readers know they
both stink.

Sapoty Brook

Main Arm

2022 Council: ill-
informed or foolish
New councillors may not be
aware that the councillors on
the previous Council seem
to have been misinformed
about 57 Station Street as
a suitable site for building
affordable housing.
Asnapshot history...
In February 2020, Council
resolved to ‘support, in
principle, facilitating the
establishment of diverse,
lower cost, and accessible
housing on Council owned
carparks, without decreasing
the current number of avail-
able car parking spaces’

Byron Bay

It was noted at the time
that: ‘Currently Council holds
quite a few parcels of land
utilised for car parking. Some
of these include the Council
Administration building car-
park, the Cavanbah Centre,
North and South Lawson St
Byron Bay, and Station St
Bangalow.” (Note the mention
of the Council carpark but no
mention of 57 Station Street).

The first that councillors
heard about 57 Station Street
was in April 2022, when a
staff report from Shannon
Burt sought Council endorse-
ment of an agreement
with Landcom to work on
affordable housing projects
on ‘suitable Council lands,
including Council-owned
carparks.

The staff report stated,
‘The carpark on 57 Station
Street was identified as a
potential project site. Its
land use zoning, town centre
location, and size made it the
most suitable of carpark sites
for discussion’

Councillors were obvi-
ously not made aware of the
fact that 57 Station Street
had in fact a limited zoning
that allowed only shop-top
housing, whereas the Coun-
cil carpark which had been
suggested did not have that
limitation.

Councillors were also
obviously not made aware

MEDICAL PRACTICE

Book your next
appointment online

of the fact that the size of 57
Station Street was less than
half the size of the Council
carpark. Nor were they made
aware that building on 57
Station Street would be very
constrained (and therefore
very costly) owing to being
hemmed in by buildings,
whereas the Council carpark
had no such constraints.
I say councillors were
obviously not made aware
of these facts because | can
see no other reason why they
agreed to choose 57 Station
Street instead of the Council
carpark, which even unin-
formed Mullum residents can
see makes no sense.
The endorsement of that
ill-informed staff report
by those 2022 councillors
has resulted in the current
Landcom DA for a massively
overdeveloped three-storey
block of units right at the
entrance to Mullum, which
removes, permanently, the
only public carpark and toilet
in the town centre.
The councillors who made
that decision might move
on, but the residents of this
town are left with the legacy
of their ill-informed decision.
We implore the new council-
lors not to compound that
flawed decision by sticking
toit.
R MacMillan
Mullumbimby
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BECOME A WILDLIFE
HOSPITAL HERO

02 6687 0675

Want to celebrate Pet Dental Month with us?

. 15% Off
o* e, Our Dentdal
Scale &

< ()
F
Polish

3‘\
vii-q I |i'y Packages
vetcqy

For more
information
give us a calll

and WIN!

Sign up to the Northern Rivers
Wildlife Hospital Heroes
monthly giving program this

month and you will go into the -

draw to win a $200 Gondwana
Macadamias bundle!

Every monthly donation helps us save
sick, injured and orphaned native
animals across the Northern Rivers. So
why not enjoy a little local luxury,
knowing you're helping wildlife?

or call (02) 5632 1260

How your monthly gift can help:
$20/month Provide food for orphaned wildlife
$30/month Supply pain relief for injured animals

Scan to book an appointment

Reproductive Health

Chronic Disease Management $50/month Fund X-rays to diagnose fractures & injuries

medicare

Bulk Billing

: $100/month Feed recovering native wildlife in our care
Iron Infusions

$200/month Expand capacity to treat more animals

Travel Medicine Advice

QOQ0QS

- ¥ X -
Practice Dt s o e : SCAN THE QR CODE SR o e
Weight Management ) !."". to become a WILDLIFE y ,J' HOSPITAL

> s HOSPITAL HERO for —

e

Level 1/108-114 Jonson St your chance to WIN! www.nrwh.com.au

Byron Bay, NSW 2481 gpcollective.com.au

www.echo.net.au August 19,2026 The Byron Shire Echo 17



L
9

Bt

1]
-k

AN R

|

'

A

IREHE

“ ‘_ai'
ol
2

3
e

-,

>

o

"
<y

2

Good Taste
Dining Gride

Check the vital details of some of the region’s finest foodies.

BRUNSWICK HEADS

PACIFIC BISTRO AT BRUNSWICK
HEADS BOWLING CLUB

Fresh, affordable meals. Relaxed, family-friendly
setting. Classic pub favourites, premium steaks,
burgers and specials, including our popular
Saturday Curry Night.

Open: Tuesday to Sunday for lunch 12pm-2pm
and dinner 5pm-8pm
Address: 107 Tweed St, Brunswick Heads
brunswickbowlingclub.com/

BYRON BAY

NO BONES BYRON BAY

Vegan Kitchen + Bar
$20 Carbonara Mondays, all night (until sold out).
HAPPIEST HOUR: 5-6pm every night: $8 local

taps, $14 cocktails, $10 mocktails, $9 natural wines
Live jazz by Mondo Hum, first Fri each month

Open: 7 nights from 5pm
Address: 11 Fletcher Street, Byron Bay
@nobonesrestaurants

ROCA BYRON BAY

Latin fusion restaurant blending deeply rooted
Latin American traditions, with innovative
techniques and a flair for presentation.

Open: every day except Wednesday 6.30am to late
Address: 14 Lawson Street, Byron Bay
www.rocabyronbay.com.au

FOREST BYRON BAY

Rainforest views, farm-to-table dining, and a menu
showcasing the best of Northern Rivers produce.
Open: 7 days: Breakfast 7.30-10.30am
Lunch on verandah from 12-3pm
Dinner 5.30-9pm
Address: 77-97 Broken Head Road, Byron Bay
crystalbrookcollection.com/byron/forest

18 The Byron Shire Echo August 19,2026

BOMBAY TO BYRON
AUTHENTIC INDIAN FOOD

Serving Indian food to Byron Bay for last 12 years.
Open: Monday 4.30pm-9.30pm
Tuesday to Sunday 12 noon-3pm
and 4.30pm-9.30pm
Address : 3/93 Jonson Street Byron Bay
Contact: 02 6680 7437
bombaytobyron@gmail.com

MANNA HAVEN

100% whole food, plant-based, house-made meals
that are delicious and full of love.

Celebrating 20 years in Byron!
Open: Mon to Fri 11am-3pm
Address: 97 Jonson Street, Byron Bay
mannahaven.com.au

BAYSIDE YAKINIKU CLUB
BY YUKO

Authentic Japanese Charcoal Restaurant

Premium Australian Wagyu, homemade sauces,
fermented food, rice bowls and deli salads.
Open: Wednesday to Sunday
Lunch 12pm-3pm
Dinner 5.30pm-8.30pm
Address: 1/14 Bay Street, Byron Bay
Contact: 0493 565 508
@bayside_yakiniku _club

THREE BLUE DUCKS

At The Farm enjoy a wander in the fields, meet
the animals, and picnic in the sun... there really is
something for everyone.

Open: Monday - Friday 8am-4pm
Saturday 8am-6.30pm
Sunday 8am-8pm
Address: The Farm, 11 Ewingsdale Rd, Ewingsdale
www.threeblueducks.com/byron

www.echo.net.au



Known for its bright
orange blooms, calendula
baloved medicinal
r

Mullum Farmers Market's new stallholder:
Daphne’s Pantry

Allie Godfrey

A love of growing, herbs and
traditional plant prepara-
tions is behind Daphne’s
Pantry, a new stall bringing
an interesting mix of fresh
produce, herbal teas,
botanical balms, handmade
soaps and bath products to
the market.

Daphne grows and har-
vests herbs and botanicals
on her property, while
also using ingredients
sourced from other local
growers and producers. Her
passion for herbalism has
developed into a range that

celebrates plantsin all their
forms - from fresh roots and
vegetables, to teas, infused
oils, soaps and balms.

The fresh produce is well
worth exploring. Depending
on the harvest, you might
find taro, yacon, choko,
purple yam, tamarillo,
cassava, daikon and fresh
burdock, along with other
seasonal produce. It's a
great chance to discover
some of the less-common
vegetables and root crops
grown in our region.

Daphne’s herbal teas
include blends created for
relaxation, digestion and

=

(F—

BYRON BAY PORK &
MEATS BUTCHERY

Come in and see our friendly
staff for a choice of local, grass
« | fed. organic & free-range meats.

All antibiotic and hormone free.

Mon-Fri 6am to 5pm / Sat 6am to midday
70 Dalley 8t, Mullumbimby | 6684 2137

www.echo.net.au

general wellbeing, as well
as her ‘Lung Loving’ blend
featuring mullein and other
herbs. She also incorporates
locally grown ingredients,
including ginger from Toby’s
farm, and harvests plants
such as milky oats herself.

Another highlight is her
range of botanical tallow
balms. Daphne carefully ren-
ders grass-fed tallow before
infusing it with calendula
flowers for 24 to 36 hours.
She also incorporates calen-
dula-infused macadamia oil
and chamomile, choosing
not to add essential oils to
the balms.

"CELEBRATIONS

Home-grown botanicals
feature in her handmade
soaps too. Lemon myrtle
grows abundantly on the
property and is infused into
coconut oil, while powdered
lemon myrtle adds texture to
some of the soaps. Daphne
even grows her own loofahs,
incorporating the natural
sponge into some bars for
gentle exfoliation.

There’s more on the way,
with Daphne experimenting
with new creations including
a nettle and chamomile face
cream and a comfrey balm
inspired by a special recipe
passed down to her.

Daphne’s Pantry brings
together unusual fresh pro-
duce, home-grown botanicals,
locally sourced ingredients
and handmade productsin

one fascinating stall.

You can find Daphne’s
Pantry every Friday morning
from 7am to 11am at Mullum-
bimby Farmers Market.

Cakes by Liz Jackson f

lizzijjackson@gmail.com 0414 895 441

IN THE PINK BYRON BAY
Follow Our Soctals For Updates!

Gluten-free and special dietary needs catered for.

il Watol
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health
& healing
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Bangalow and Ballina
Remedial Massage

Remedial massage is safe and effective for
everybody and has many benefits for the
body, mind and emotional states. It promotes
health and physical wellbeing; relieves stress
and tension; strengthens immune system

and circulation; manages muscular pain;
improves flexibility, range of movement and
rehabilitation after injury; improves emotional states; relieves neck and back pain and other
musculoskeletal dysfunctions; and much more!

Bangalow and Ballina Remedial Massage therapists are committed to the highest standard
of care in all of their treatments. Treatments are reasonably priced as they believe massage
should be part of everyone’s lifestyle.

Book online, gift vouchers available
0499 490 088

bbrmassage.com.au
@bbr_massage

EEsE

o Byron Healing is a go-to website featuring informative
b rOn h Qal l n and entertaining articles on health and wellbeing.
It features a host of practitioners and businesses
in the industry, offering a range of modalities and
services across the Northern Rivers.

byronhealing.com.au

Upcoming Byron Healing client events

Radical Me (Women 40+) Reclaiming Menopause Byron Wellness Festival

Health, wellbeing,
creativity, and connection
at Byron Community College

Learn something new, meet your community and feel inspired
with courses spanning wellbeing, creativity, connection and
curiosity - with plenty of opportunities to try something different.

Explore Radical Me, a bold workshop reframing peri-
menopause and menopause as a new chapter. Discover
self-expression through The Art of Expressive Storytelling, or
dive into colour and experimentation with acclaimed artist
Jacqueline Scotcher in Abstract Colour Studio. Connect with
nature through Growing Cut Flowers, discover the restorative
practice of Reiki, or learn practical tools for Building Calm in
Chaos. Cook, share and create with Healthy Ramen & Gyoza, or
explore sustainable printmaking through Tetra Pak Printing.

Come curious, leave connected - with a new skill, fresh
inspiration or simply a great experience shared with others.

02 6684 3374
customercare@byroncollege.org.au
www.byroncollege.org.au

Releaf Integrative Clinic & Dispensary

Releaf Integrative Clinic & Dispensary brings a fresh, modern
approach to traditional healthcare in Byron Bay. Located at

91 Jonson Street, Releaf specialises in alternative medicine,
offering natural, evidence-informed therapies for those
seeking a more holistic path to wellbeing. Our clinicians blend
integrative care with a personalised approach, supporting
patients who want options beyond conventional treatments.
With Medicare-rebated consultations and an onsite dispensary,
Releaf makes accessing alternative care simple, streamlined,
and supportive. Whether you’re exploring natural therapies for
chronic health concerns or looking for a new way to approach
your wellness, Releaf provides compassionate guidance and
modern solutions.

Want to learn more? Book in for a free discovery call today.
Visit releaf.com.au and discover a more natural way forward.

91 Jonson Street, Byron Bay
releaf.com.au

Held by: Byron Community College

Date: Sat, 29 Aug

Time: 10am-1pm

Price: $99

Address: Mullum Campus, 6/8 Burringbar St
Contact: 02 6684 3374
customercare@byroncollege.org.au
byroncollege.org.au

Reiki Level 1

Held by: Byron Community College

Date: Sat & Sun, 5-6 Sep

Time: 10am-4pm

Price: $240

Address: Mullum Campus, 6/8 Burringbar St
Contact: 02 6684 3374
customercare@byroncollege.org.au
byroncollege.org.au

Growing Cut Flowers

Held by: Byron Community College

Date: 2 x Sat, 5-12 Sep

Time: 9am-3pm

Price: $240

Address: Mullum Campus, 6/8 Burringbar St
Contact: 02 6684 3374
customercare@byroncollege.org.au
byroncollege.org.au

Finding Calm in Chaos

Held by: Byron Community College

Date: Mon, 14 Sep

Time: 9.30am-12.30pm

Price: $99

Address: Mullum Campus, 6/8 Burringbar St
Contact: 02 6684 3374
customercare@byroncollege.org.au
byroncollege.org.au
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Held by: Urban Creative Events Pty Ltd

Date: Fri, 27 Nov - Sun, 29 Nov

Address: Red Devils Park, Bangalow Rd, Byron Bay
Contact: 0414 681 691
info@byronwellnessfestival.com
byronwellnessfestival.com

Bali Yoga and Culture Retreat

Held by: Flo Fenton’s Intouch Yoga

Date: Sun, 15 Nov - Sat, 21 Nov

Time: Begins 5.30pm Sun, ends Sat morning
Address: The Shala Bali, Ubud, Bali

Contact: 0418 441 437
flo@intouchyogabyronbay.com
intouchyogabyronbay.com/bali-yoga-retreat-2026/

Stress, Trauma & Nervous System Regulation Workshop
Held by: Dorine Siccama

Date: Fri, 21 - Sun, 23 Aug

Time: From 9.30am Fri; finishes 4.30pm Sun

Address: Krishna Village, 525 Tyalgum Rd, Eungella

Contact: krishnavillage-retreat.com/courses/nervous-system-
regulation-workshop/

Vedic Fire Ceremony: Bhumi Yagna

Held by: Narahari

Date: Sat, 22 Aug

Time: 4pm

Address: Krishna Village, 525 Tyalgum Rd, Eungella
Contact: krishnavillage-retreat.com/courses/yagna/

ThaiVedic Yoga Therapy Training

Held by: Kimmana Nichols

Date: Wed, 26 - Mon, 31 Aug

Address: Krishna Village, 525 Tyalgum Rd, Eungella

Contact: krishnavillage-retreat.com/courses/thaivedic-yoga-
therapy-training/

Vedic Meditation Course
Held by: The Meditation People

Date: Mon, 7 - Thu, 10 Sep

Time: By arrangement, 90-minute lesson each day
Address: Provided upon registration

Contact: 0404 884 490

themeditationpeople.com

N

Weekly classes

Qigong Classes

Held by: Shirsha Marie

Address: Anglican Church Hall, 38 Stuart St, Mullumbimby
Contact: heartmindcentre.com.au/classes/

Tai Chi Classes

Held by: Shirsha Marie

Address: Anglican Church Hall, 38 Stuart St, Mullumbimby
Contact: heartmindcentre.com.au/classes/

Yoga Flow with Flo - Community Yoga Class
Held by: Flo Fenton’s Intouch Yoga

Address: Suffolk Park Community Hall, 145 Alcorn St
Contact: 0418 441 437
flo@intouchyogabyronbay.com
intouchyogabyronbay.com/community-class/

www.echo.net.au
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Community steps up for NAIDOC -
now local kids need the same support

More foster carers are urgently
needed across the Northern
Rivers, and local out-of-home
care providers CASPA and
Ngunya Jarjum are asking the
community to consider whether
they could help.

The call comes just weeks
after more than 7,000 people
gathered for Big Deadly Day
during NAIDOC Week. The event,
delivered by CASPA, Ngunya
Jarjum, Lismore City Council,
Yarn2Connect and REDInc’s Jarjum
Mirr Bulaangii, showcased what
can happen when a community
comes together around a
common purpose.

Now, both organisations hope
that same community spirit can be
extended to children in care.

Ngunya Jarjum is an Aboriginal

community controlled organisation
that specialises in placements

for Aboriginal children and family
preservation services while
maintaining a strong focus on
culture, identity and connection
and community. CASPA is a not-
for-profit organisation providing
therapeutic out-of-home care, NDIS
and family support services. The
organisations are different, but
they share the same goal: helping
children grow up with the love and
support they need to thrive.

Many people dismiss foster care
because they assume it requires a
full-time commitment. In reality,
respite carers can provide care for
as little as one weekend a month.

Current respite carers James
and Danni say that mindset is what
first held them back.

‘We can’t do everything, but
surely we can do something,
they said.

The Big Deadly Day media launch. Photo supplied

That simple hope led them to
become respite carers, supporting

children while helping full-time

carers take a break and continue the
important work they do.

Most families don’t do it alone.
There are grandparents, neighbours,
family friends and other trusted
adults who step in when needed.
Foster care works best when
children and carers have that same
village around them.

Training, accreditation, ongoing
support and a carer allowance are
all provided.

The Northern Rivers knows how
to show up for its community, and
the success of Big Deadly Day is
proof of that. The question now is
whether there might be room at
your table for a child who needs it.

W To find out more contact CASPA
0n 1300 227 722 or Ngunya Jarjum
on (02) 66215389

Al 1s here. How do we actually want to use it?

Michelle Williams

We have been handed some-
thing as significant as electric-
ity and, for the moment,
many of us are using it to
write better emails. Which is
very human, really.

When electricity first
arrived in factories, many
swapped the old power source
for an electric motor and car-
ried on much as before. New
technology, old factory.

Early refrigeration was
used to make ice. We invented
a new way of controlling
temperature and thought,
excellent, now we can make
the old thing more efficiently.
It took a while to realise we
could skip the ice.

I think we are doing exactly
this with Al

More emails. More
reports. More social posts.

More images. More content.
More slop.

I’'m hugely optimistic
about what Al can do. But if
every productivity gain means
producing more, we need to
question the way we work
too. There is an environmen-
tal question in that. These
systems use energy, water
and physical infrastructure.
‘Can we generate this?’
cannot be the only question.
Sometimes ‘do we need to?’
is more useful.

And we can already feel
the generic. So much of it
is fine. Perfectly fine. And
completely forgettable. The
more Al can make that kind of
stuff for us, the more our own
taste, experience, weirdness
and point of view matter.

This is a lot of what
I’'m doing through The
Signal Studio: sitting with

Photo supplied

businesses and working out

where Al could actually help,

and what needs sorting out
before it will.

| don’t start with the shiny
tool. I start with the business.

What’s not working? Where

are people losing time? Where

is the useful knowledge

sitting? What could Al take
off people’s plates, and what
needs to stay human?

The answer is different
every time. It might mean
redesigning a workflow,
organising business
knowledge, building team
capability, putting guardrails

around what is already
happening, or finding the
right technology and people
to build something.

| stay tool and model
agnostic because the
technology is moving too
quickly to build a strategy
around whatever is leading
this week.

Over the weekend | had
one of those moments where |
realised, oh, this has properly
changed, again! With the
new ChatGPT ‘Work’ capabil-
ity, | could connect Al directly
to the business apps and
systems | use. It was auditing
and updating SEO and AEO
across my sites, working
across live business informa-
tion, and building web pages
while  watched and directed
the work.

Afew weeks ago, | was
mostly talking to Al about the

work. Now it can increasingly
work inside the business
with me. I could use that
because I'd already done the
boring groundwork.

So for businesses, the
useful question is less ‘which
Al should we use?’

Itis: ‘What could Al take off
people’s plates, what could it
help us do better, and what
do we want to make more
room for?’

B Michelle Williams, based
in Byron, founded The Remix,
a learning community helping
people make sense of Al
through events, workshops
and practical pathways; and
The Signal Studio, where

she helps businesses work
out where Al can genuinely
create value and redesign
how work gets done.
www.theremix.au
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hMunno from the Barde

Cryptic Clues

ACROSS

1. Tilted precariously, but about
finished - sign here (6,4)

6. Explosive smell - get a doctor (4)

10. Greek hero from Florida or
thereabouts !? (7)

11. Looking after Gunga in the dynasty (7)

12. Roguish with heroin - horse - all
around. Proverbially mad (5,4)

13. Lifeless in the east, right? (5)
14. Quarry working - climbing aid
needed (5)

15. The bottom, with nothing covering
back account. That’s poisonous (9)

17. Addict with Gore and stomach upset
- inject hydrogen peroxide (9)

20. Palin’s quarry in a low quarter (5)

21. Sadly, a mark of fate (5)

23. Bring in a worker - it matters (9)

25. Half a sign over can - what a scene!
(7)

26. Time for bats in evil turn around
New Guinea (7)

27. Part for queen, and cheer (4)

28. Mad peers reign like birds of prey (10)

DOWN

1. Greek letter, a little backward but
provides information... (5)

2. ...forarticle, or quote back; but it’s
hypothetical (9)

3. E, like Ganesha (8-6)

4. LosAngeles’s state, a place to sing?
(2,9

5. Book whose components will put
you to sleep (7)

7. Nothing turns bad with the gift of
Athena (5)

8. Beauty holds a gun, but it’s nothing
to worry about (9)

9. Bird killer who interrupted a
wedding, we read. (7,7)

14. Offensive with good man comes in
for every practical joker (9)

16. Sing about molten rock, cut off for
our ancient ancestor (3-6)

18. We hear, Mr Patterson, you are on
holiday... (7)

19....and we hear police are in the
woods! (7)

22. Dance around the bay, and rise
up (5)

24. Ottotmans trade radium for sulphur,
a feature of 3 down (5)

N
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= Crossword circa 2008

Quick Clues

ACROSS

1. What you sign on (6,4)

6. Clapped out car (4)

10. Greek hero, king of Athens (7)
11. Looking after, caring for (7)

12. Mad animal from Alice’s Adventures
in Wonderland (5,4)

13. Lifeless, unmoving (5)

14. Spike used in mountaineering (5)
15. Relating to a poisonous metal (9)
17. Addicted to booze (9)

20. American elk (5)

21. Fate, retribution (5)

23. Of things that matter (9)

25. Picture (French) (7)

26. Period of a cricket match (7)

27. Partin a play or film (4)

28. Types of falcon (10)

DOWN
1. Piece of information, input (5)
2. Not proven, hypothetical (9)

3. With an animal transplant like the
god Ganesh (8-6)

. Opera house of Milan (2,5)

. Digits, book of the Old Testament (7)

. Fruit cultivated for its oil (5)

. Trifle, insignificant item (9)

. Poem by ST Coleridge (7,7)

14. Practical joker, trickster (9)

16. First known type of homo sapiens
(3-6)

18. Free time, holiday (7)

19. Woods, clump or row of trees (7)

22. Insurgent, freedom fighter (5)

23. Ivory features of 3 down (5)

W 0o N U1

Last week’s solution #21

Soa p bOX www.echo.net.au/soap-box

I Am Home

e are in a housing crisis. But

does that adequately describe

where we are right now? The
last census told us there are lots of houses.
A million empty ones in fact. So if we’re
building enough houses, is it in fact less a
housing crisis, and more a homing crisis?
It’s clear, when we started using houses
as wealth building, instead of community
building, it transformed homes into
houses. We became commodities not
communities. Maybe instead of talking
about housing, we need to start talking
about what it means to have a home.
What it means to have neighbourhoods
full of people you know.

So, what is a home?

I was thinking of that on the weekend,
as | drove up my driveway and parked out
front. I sat for a moment and looked at my
house and felt this sense of gratitude and
relief. Of course we don’t use the garage to
park. No one does anymore, every bit of
interior space is used. That’s my husband’s
office. Maybe one day if one of the kids
moves home with a baby we could convert
itinto a studio. Or maybe my parents
could live there.

I have only ever owned one house. This
one. | have no intention of selling up and
moving on. This isn’t an investment. This
is our home. | am not going anywhere. As
someone who rented until my early 40s,
being able to stay in place has been life
changing. That’s what having housing
security - a home of your own - means. It
means being able to send your roots deep
into the earth.

It changes you. You might wake
with the once weekly anxiety of ‘shit, is
it bin day? Or can | pay the mortgage
this month? But you don’t wake at 3am
wondering about renewing your lease that
expires in a few months. You don’t panic
about whether you’ll find somewhere that
can take five kids and a dog. And a cat.
You don’t have a stranger walking around
your house with a folder marking boxes
about your ability to perform tenancy to
an adequate standard. You aren’t facing
homelessness because of a lack of avail-
able rentals.

Staying in place has meant | have had a
fixed address now for well over a decade.
When I filled in the census last week |
didn’t have to think about where | lived
five years ago. | was here. This is the place
my kids can call home. It’s where they
moved out from, and where they come
back to for their ‘re-set’. This is where |

You might wake with the once weekly
anxiety of ‘shit, is it bin day?’ Or can

I pay the mortgage this month? But
you don't wake at 3am wondering
about renewing your lease that
expires in a few months.

hosted my eldest daughter’s 18th birthday
party and where | sat with her on Saturday
night for her 31st. This is home.

And having it has allowed me to thrive.
I have somewhere safe to sleep. | have
paintings on every wall. | can hammer
nails wherever | like. | can paint rooms in
weird colours. | can pencil my kid’s height
on a door frame and | can have my dog
inside. | can have friends for dinner. | can
have my extended family come and stay. |
can plan Christmas.

I have a community. Local schools.
Local shops. Local cafes. Local beaches.
Local sporting clubs. It’s the architecture
of belonging. Belonging is key to human
happiness. Individuals who report having
a sense of belonging to a group or com-
munity have fewer chronic diseases, live
longer, and are happier.

Having a home has helped nourish my
sense of belonging. | know the faces on
the streets of my town. We say hi. Some
hug. Some stop and chat. I don’t just
belong, | am involved. Having a secure
home has put me in relationship with

my community. When | need something,

I can ask for help. When someone needs
something, | can step up. That’s meaning-
ful social connection.

This isn’t advertised in real estate ads.
This isn’t something you can photograph
for a Home Beautiful magazine. But it’s the
most beautiful thing of all. Home isn’t just
about the actual property where you live.
It's about you and your community. It’s
about finding the home not just on your
street, in your town, but inside of you.

So when we don’t give people access to
long-term secure housing - we deny them
this vital part of the human experience.
And that just doesn’t seem right.

Everyone deserves a home. Just one.
For everyone.

B Mandy Nolan’s column has

appeared in The Echo for almost 25

years. She is a writer, comedian and artist,
is the preselected Greens candidate for
Ballina and was the Greens candidate at
the past two federal elections.

STARS

Fiery Mars in Cancer,
the zodiac’s sign of
home, family and
emotional comfort,
warms this week’s
winter of discontent

as it draws towards
glorious spring...

LEO THE LION

ARIES: If your ruler Mars stirs up unrest in
your base of operations, remember that
Mars works best with movement, so get out
and about and look for a fresh perspective.
On the plus side, this go-for-it cycle could
inspire reno projects or a new work-from-
home initiative.

TAURUS: If this week’s Sun/Mercury
meetup in a fellow fixed sign has you in
stubborn, non-budgeable mode, your
current star scenario suggests that it’s
worth your while to consider a more
flexible attitude. And in your own best
interests to relax and give a little to ease
communication and proceedings.

GEMINI: Geminis are likely to quite enjoy
this week’s humorous histrionics and
amusing antics as all part of life’s moving
show. Though best resist invitations to get
involved in interpersonal dynamics unless,
as one of the zodiac’s mutable signs, you’re
confident that you’re able to lighten up a
difficult situation.
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CANCER: With motivating Mars directing its
energy to your home zone and operational
base, this week favours domestic activities
including cooking, gardening, housework,
decluttering and family gatherings to
maintain or restore a sense of kinship

and connection. Also for celebrating a
subsequent sense of achievement with
unexpected guests.

LEO: With a trio of planets in your vibrant
sign, passion’s in fashion and you’re
appropriately enthusiastic. Also probably
pretty insistent, but don’t sabotage
promising possibilities by being too pushy.
When you sense others withdraw, back off a
notch and let this peak week work its magic
foryou.

VIRGO: With the Sun, Jupiter and your

ruler Mercury in the sign of authentic self-
expression, others are likely to be expressing
themselves all over the place this week. As a
Virgo, your personal style and highway to a
healthy mindset is being of benefit to others,
this and every other week.

LIBRA: Yes, people could be over the

top self-absorbed this week, taking up

all available air space, and that can be
annoying. On the other hand (favourite
Libran phrase), if you simply flatter them
and sing their praises they’ll be much more
inclined to do what you want them to.

SCORPIO: This week’s quarter moon in
Scorpio on 20 August calls for a backstage
reality check, a deeper audit of what’s really
motivating you - passion, ethics, insecurity,
the need to prove something? - so you’re
fully and confidently equipped to meet the
end of month lunar eclipse with honesty,
clarity and purpose.

SAGITTARIUS: Objectivity can be difficult
when people are being rigidly opiniated.
The infamous Sagittarian sense of humour
could come in handy this week to deflate
a tense standoff, though be warned that
jokes made to, or about, someone who’s
taking themselves seriously could backfire
spectacularly, so read the room.

CAPRICORN: This is an excellent week
for you sensible sensualists to explore
your romantic nature and natural talents.
Don’t overlook the fun factor, because it’s
an essential ingredient in what lasts and
what doesn’t. You like order and control,
but loosening the reins a little could work
wonders for your creative ability.

AQUARIUS: Although individualistic
expression’s rife this week, Aquarians

are more likely to benefit from group
associations and achieve more being part

of a team than flying solo. But amongst the
shared pleasures, congenial connections and
mood-elevating entertainments, quiet time
to yourself continues to be good medicine.

PISCES: This week’s turbulence,
disturbances, disruptions and eruptions
are likely to be a bit more dramatic than
usual, though not worth getting upset
over. Sensitive Pisceans are affected by
moods and feelings, but don’t take current
happenings too seriously, because they’ll
blow over. Try to find the funny side.

www.echo.net.au
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INTERVIEW

OSHUA
SASSE

)

What happens when a quiet
book club opens more than
just a book? Where does
fantasy end and reality
begin? What secret desires
have been waiting to escape
the page? And how do
things pan out when you
are the writer, producer,
director, and acting coach
for a show that’s about to
debut in Byron Bay?

Seven spoke to multi-
hyphenate Joshua
Sasse about this week’s
performances of
Thrust Issues.

THE
GREAT

Read full interview online
www.echo.net.au/entertainment

You've got less than a week to
go. How are you feeling?

I'm feeling fantastic. We've got a
wonderful team, and we've got a
really great group of actors who
are all pitching together, and it’s
been such a great adventure.

You're rehearsing in the theatre.

That'’s a bit of a that’s a bit of
a luxury.

Yes, lovely luxury. We're there
twice a week, all day Sunday
and every Tuesday evening, and
it's been fantastic — it's nice. The
luxury of being able to rehearse

within your set has been amazing.

Tell me about the players.
The performers are all local actors
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who I've been working with in
some capacity for the last couple
of years, they've all done classes
with me for multiple terms - if
you complete one term’s worth of
class, then you get to audition for
the company, and | think nearly
half of them have now got agents
as a consequence of doing those
classes, which is really great. We
have a really good relationship
and we know each other really
well. It makes rehearsing much
easier when you've got a really
good established relationship.

Have you had anyone who's
moved on to do anything
exciting?

Well, there are two actors who
couldn’t be part of this play
because they were both filming
TV shows in Brisbane and the Gold
Coast. So that was really exciting,
and you know, that’s the goal -
teaching people to the point that
they get agents and they're out
working. There are some students
who get to a point where | say,
‘look, | don’t think you need to
come back’ The goal isn't just

seven days of entertainment

to have persistent full classes of
actors coming back. | mean, | think
it's really important that people
keep stretching their muscles, but
the goal is for them to be out as
working actors.

Thrust Issues has 13 people in
it — are there much larger roles
and much smaller roles, or are
they fairly even?

No, I've tried to write it like a
symphony, so everybody works
together. There are some central
characters, but in terms of work,
it's a really even pace, and | think
that’s been really important for
the company as a whole, to not
feel like they were being eclipsed
or overshadowed by anyone,
and that gives a better company
atmosphere as well.

And you're in the play yourself?
How hard is it to direct yourself?
I'm in the play myself. So, | have

an artistic partner, Gabrielle Miller,
who runs the Hot Mess Theater
Company, who is also in the

play. | step out and have her give
me critique.

Felecity Lawless Band 7pm
Harry Nichols Band 10.15pm | Duelling Piano Bar 8pm

I have other people critiquing me
heavily, as do my actors. It's an
open book. Yes, we all have a say.

What are the audiences going to
love about the play?

Itis truly raucous. What I've tried
to do is write the way that people
think in their heads without
speaking. It's about a ladies’

book club who start reading fairy
fantasy novels, and as they read
the book, their imaginations come
alive, and these fairies appear and
make commentary on the world, a
bit like Midsummer Night's Dream.

Itis highly silly, and very
provocative and fun, and light-
hearted at the same time. It's my
sense of humour, really.

Joshua, are you having
enough fun?

If I had any more fun, | think I'd
burst into a ball of glitter.

Thrust Issues in on this week
from Wednesday to Saturday
- two show have already sold
out. You can find tickets at
byroncentre.com.au.

VINYL SUNDAYS

GEEAT NORTHERN EOTEL
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Australia’s internationally acclaimed Streeton Trio returns
to Byron Theatre with Women Who Dared, a powerful
chamber music concert celebrating four extraordinary
female composers whose creativity, resilience and
determination helped shape the classical music world.

Spanning nearly two centuries of composition, the program
shines a light on women whose remarkable contributions
were often overlooked in their own time. Audiences will
experience the lyrical brilliance of Fanny Mendelssohn’s
‘Piano Trio in D minor; the fiery intensity of Canadian
composer Kelly-Marie Murphy’s ‘Give Me Phoenix Wings

to Fly; Elena Kats-Chernin’s evocative ‘Spirit and the Maiden;
and Clara Schumann’s deeply expressive ‘Piano Trio in

G minor.

Founded in Geneva in 2008, the Streeton Trio has
established itself as one of Australia’s leading chamber
ensembles, performing at prestigious venues including
London’s Wigmore Hall, Shanghai Oriental Arts Centre and
Het Loo Royal Palace in the Netherlands. Their recordings
are regularly featured on ABC Classic and Classic FM, with
The Age praising their ‘crisp, gutsy’ performances.

The ensemble for this performance features violinist Emma
Jardine, internationally recognised cellist Minah Choe

and acclaimed pianist Ying Ho, bringing together three
exceptional musicians for an afternoon of artistry, passion
and musical storytelling.

More than a concert, Women Who Dared is a celebration
of women whose voices continue to resonate through
generations, reminding us that great music has the power
to challenge conventions, inspire change and endure long
after it is written.

Streeton Trio: Women Who Dared is on Saturday, 29
August at 2pm at the Byron Theatre. Tickets from
www.byroncentre.com.au.

YOUR BUSINESS

Join switched-on local operators
sponsoring BayFM

BayFM sponsorship is a low-cost, high-
cred way to reach potential customers
in our area.

Companies large and small swear by us
and stick with us, including  Stone & Wood
« Lismore Toyota « Akubra ¢ Santos « Beach
Hotel « Birds of Condor « Howl & Moan
Records « Byron Bay Denture Clinic

Give us a call and we'll explain how little it
takes to build your business with BayFM.

Call BayFM sponsorship
onh 0431211693
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Few Australian bands have carved out a sound quite like
The Cruel Sea. More than three decades after forming
in Sydney, the indie rock icons continue to deliver

music that feels unmistakably Australian: dark, bluesy,
swaggering and effortlessly cool.

Now, The Cruel Sea are heading to Byron Bay for a special
live show at the Beach Hotel on Friday, bringing their
legendary sound to the Beachy stage with Tex Perkins
front and centre.

From their early days, blending swampy blues and roots
with surf, country, spaghetti western and rock influences,
The Cruel Sea developed a sound entirely their own. The
arrival of Perkins’ unmistakable, deep and gravelly vocals
took that sound to another level, helping establish the
band as one of Australia’s most respected and enduring
live acts.

Their catalogue is packed with songs that have become
part of the Australian musical landscape, from ‘The
Honeymoon Is Over’and ‘Better Get a Lawyer’to ‘Black
Stick’ But this isn’t simply a night of nostalgia. With their
acclaimed new album Straight Into the Sun, The Cruel
Sea continue to evolve while retaining the raw, soulful
energy that has defined them from the beginning.

Expect a set that moves effortlessly between moody
blues, rock 'n’roll swagger and the unmistakable sound
of one of Australia’s great live bands, with support from
Jez Mead and Vandalism Angel.

Adding another layer to the night, the Beach Hotel will
be donating profits from ticket sales to the Northern

Rivers Community Foundation (NRCF), helping move
towards the launch of the NRCF Beachy Fund, an
initiative designed to create lasting support for young
people and the broader Northern Rivers community.

So come down, settle in and experience The Cruel Sea
where they belong, live, loud and in Byron Bay.

The Cruel Sea are supported by Jez Mead and
Vandalism Angel on Friday at the Beachy.
Tickets: moshtix.com.au

TRAVELLING
FILM
FESTIVAL
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CINEMAS
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National circuit mainstays Concrete Surfers have spent
the last decade touring the country, selling out shows,
supporting major artists and continuously releasing
ever-more refined music, and their debut self-titled
album was released earlier this month, with a return to
the road for a large national tour.

Concrete Surfers have been meticulously working

on this record for the past few years. The album is a
culmination of everything that makes Concrete Surfers
so loved. It’s full of punchy lyrics, driving guitars and the
band’s signature sound of raw punk.

They spent a lot of time making sure the writing was
spot on so they could rehearse as much as possible
before going into the studio. Recording everything live
in the room together really worked for them and they
wanted to make sure it was as tight as possible.

Recorded with Colby Robertson in 2025, the band spent
time away at Airlock Studios and on a farm at Swanpond
Studios - isolation from the city forged ideas that
became some of the band’s most refined songs to date.

With teases of the record already released - ‘Growing
Pains, ‘Fallout’and "You Said; audiences have been
anticipating a full release from the band for some time.
After over a decade of playing shows, this collection of
songs represents a defining point in their career.

You can see the entire Concrete Surfers album on
Thursday, 27 August at The Northern, Byron Bay.
This is a free event.

www.echo.net.au



A BIG KOOIl FOR
MUSIC IN THE VALLEY

Music in the Valley is almost here,
and the festival crew cannot wait
to welcome you back to beautiful
Upper Main Arm for a day of
incredible live music, family fun
and community.

Live music features Kooii, Versace
Boys, Trouble of the Good, Club
Chaos, the Neighbourhood Choir
and a ton more - and there is also
Spaghetti Circus, a jumping castle,
the mini Olympics, as well as
amazing local food and drinks.

Seven spoke to Peter Hunt from
Kooii in the lead-up to this
fabulous event.

Is there anything new happening for

Kooii at the moment?

Yeah, we're going into the studio to make
a start on recording a new album, actually,
after this weekend of gigs.

Soit's actually like, this gig at the festival,
kind of seeded a weekend of gigs for us,
and sort of helped make the decision to
go into the studio because there’s lots of
factors affecting the alignment, putting
everyone together.

Have you written all the songs for the
album, or is that going to happen when
you're in the studio?

Yes, we've written a lot of stuff, but you
know, it’s a big process. I'm actually

just kind of, grounding in with the path
towards that because there’s so much

Join the incredible vocal talents of Judah
Kelly, Asabi Goodman and ensemble as
they bring you the story of the feature film
The Big Chill.

Motown is synonymous with The
Temptations, Marvin Gaye and Aretha
Franklin in changing how movies were
made with original musical recordings
used in soundtracks. The Big Chill Out
brings to audiences the music of the film
live on stage with the winner of The Voice
2017 Judah Kelly and the American-born,
Australian singer Asabi Goodman, the
acclaimed star of the musicals Chicago
and Hairspray.

The Big Chill Out invites you to revisit the
music of the feature film The Big Chill
which burst onto screens in 1983. Not

only did the film launch careers for its

cast, including Glen Close, Kevin Kline, Jeff
Goldblum, William Hurt, Tom Berenger

and Meg Tilly, it also soft-launched Kevin
Costner who plays the corpse in the
opening scenes! With universal themes of
idealism of youth, and the complications of
adulthood, the film became a fan favourite,
resonating with audiences. The soundtrack
was key in communicating the bonds that
people share, and the power of music to
define a moment, break tension, spark joy
and remind you of a time in your life when

www.echo.net.au

things were different. It spent a staggering
161 weeks on the charts, reaching number
17 on Billboard magazine’s top 200 in 1983.

Enter stage left The Big Chill Out, a stage
show dedicated to sharing the music of the
film and telling the story of the soundtrack.
The show is a joyous, soul-stirring
celebration of the legendary soundtrack
which enjoyed multiple releases in
different versions and sparked the

Motown revival. The powerful live show
brings to life timeless classics, huge songs
performed by a world-class ten-piece band
fronted by the two powerhouse vocalists -
Judah Kelly and Asabi Goodman.

The show is split into two acts, with the
first featuring smash-hits from the original
soundtrack. The second act is packed
with the deluxe edition highlights and
Motown’s biggest hits. The Big Chillout

is a heartwarming celebration of soul,
connection, and the classic songs that
continue to unite generations. Whether
you're a lifelong fan or discovering these
iconic tracks for the first time, this show is
an invitation to sing, dance, and chill out
like never before.

The Big Chill Out will play at the Ballina
RSL on 10 October. For more information
visit www.bigchillout.com.au.

N

Read full interview online
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we could do and so many ways we could
approach it. There’s a couple of songs
which I'm sure about.

I think having a plan is a good thing for us,
but then also being open to what comes
of us being together in the studio. It could
be really good, but | think having a plan, a
vision of those songs is good, then we can
open up to what comes in the moment of
us being together in the studio.

How long do you imagine you'll be

in the studio for? And when are you
planning a release?

Well, this time we've just got three days
and would probably have, like a single at
least, or a song to share. You know, by the
end of the year, and the full album, we're
probably looking at mid next year.

Will the new tracks get an outing at
the festival?

Yeah, we'll play them.

Peter, are you having enough fun?
Well, yes. In this moment? I'm not having
enough fun. What would enough fun
mean? Like, what is enough fun? Is there
such thing? It's entwined to something, isn't
it? What makes things fun? | think things
that make me feel really alive, like that's
really vital for me. Fun for me is usually
accompanied by some other things as
well. You know. Joy. I'm up for fun if it’s not
distracting me from doing what brings joy.

It's on this weekend - grab your crew,
pack a picnic rug, and come celebrate
the music, creativity and community
that make the hills of Byron Shire so
special. This Sunday from 11am to 4pm
at the Upper Main Arm Public School.
Entry is free!

JEZ MEAD
VANDALISM ANGEL
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THE PARK HOTEL, SUFFOLK

CYCLE OF LOVE

7PM FELICITY LAWLESS BAND 6PM PIANO BAR WITH JOHN PARK,5.30PMANDY JANS- e eeeteees e ssnssnnnas ettt ettt teaeen
RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY, ool BAND + HILL BROWN °
DAN HANNAFORD OARK HO SUFFO CRABBES CREEK HALL 5PM BANGALOW HOTEL 2PM EVAN Sydney Fllm
THE PARK HOTEL, SUFFOLK SCREENING: SONG SUNG AND DION
E.Er‘E\E,':'AHOTEL' PRSI PARK, 6PM ISAAC FRANKHAM BLUE 3 3 3
MIDDLE PUB, MULLUMBIMBY, Fes 1V 1 1 S
BYRON THEATRE 4PM<+7.30PM BRUNSWICK HEADS PICTURE LENNOX HOTEL 9PM DJ 6.30PM MATTHEW ARMITAGE
THRUST ISSUES THE PLAY, HOUSE 7PM THE GRUNGE FROTHA o o
crsaare in Lismore
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, UNPLUGGED LIVE CLUB LENNOX 7PM PINK ZINC SALMONELLA DUB
6PM DIZZY J + DUELING DUO SOUNDSYSTEM
PIANOS MlDDLE PUB, MULLUMB'MBY, WILLIAMS STREET KITCHEN & BILLINUDGEL HOTEL 1 PM ....................................................................................................................
BANGALOW HOTEL 7PM OPEN 5.30PM BALCONY BEATS + BAR, LENNOX HEAD, 5.30PM MICKA SCENE Following the highest selling film festival in its history,
KRAPPYOKEE WITH JESS CKA SC . . L . . .
MICWITH SLIM PICKENS PELICAN HIGHWAY Sydney Film Festival (SFF) is taking highlights from
THE PADDOCK PROJECT MULLUMBIMBY EX-SERVICES LENNOX HOTEL 4PM JASON . . . .
/ BALLINA RSL 6PM TIM STOKES, its June program to Lismore Cinemas this September.
AR AU A WiTH STEPHEN LOVELIGHT 7PN THEEVERLY BROTHERS& D= *' The Travelling Film Festival (TFF) returns to the newl
JAM FRIENDS BALLINA RSL 2.30PM BALLINA & fravelling Fiim Festival (TFF) returns to the newly
OTTILIES, MULLUMBIMBY, MULLUMBIMBY CIVIC HALL CHERRY STREET SPORTS CLUB BLUES CLUB FEAT HARRY reburnished cinema for the first time since it re-opened
6PM MONDO HUM JAZZ ;E’X‘ﬁmgg"os MARES BALLINA, 8PM WEAR THE FOX NICHOLS BLUES BAND after the devastating floods. This epic celebration of cinema
ENS,EMBLE T JOHN'S SCHOOL HALL HAT SHAWS BAY HOTEL, BALLINA, features the year’s most acclaimed films from around the
ggLsDDchSEg gbh’AngUSE' MULLUMBIMBY. 7.30PM NORTHERN RIVERS 3PM JOE CONROY world, including acclaimed films direct from Cannes, Venice,
0 e CONSERVATORIUM, LISMORE RIVERVIEW HOTEL i ;
ECSTATIC DANCE MULLUM d J ' Berlin and Sydney film festivals.
DEATHRAYS WITH DJ PEACH 12PM EAT THE STREET MURWILLUMBAH, 2PM HUNTER ydney
GTTAL LSO SRR T HOTEL LISMORE 9.30PM ALL CLUB TWEED 1PM MARK TFF Manager Beatrix Brady asks why should Sydney have
VASSELLA + DJ MUDCRAB GONE BAND REDMAYNE + CORY all the fun? ‘These films help whip up a palpable celebration
&PA;V;/Q\;\I:LOEI(.EE\L(IE%I\BBM CLUB LENNOX 7PM HAYLEY ALSTONVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL HARGREAVES of cinema when they screened at SFF in June, and we can't
GRACE 7PM DUCK CREEK FILM MO'S DESERT CLUBHOUSE, wait to keep that feeling going and bring them to audiences
BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM AN ETEL ST [ e SOCIETY - "I SWEAR GOLD COAST, 2PM SMACKED I NSW/
MANDY HAWKES BAND SVERVIEW HOTEL MURWILLUMBAH SERVICES YOUTH, WHITT’S END, SPACE all over NSW.
BYRON THEATRE 7.30PM d CLUB 6PM MR TROY & AGES, DOC FOWLER, ' . . . .
THRUST ISSUES THE PLAY MURWILLUMBAH, 8PM DAN SVERVIEW HOTEL T A e TG The breaqlth of stor|.e5 being screened is an extraordinary
GRACE . opportunity for audiences to take a step into another
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 5.30PM MURWILLUMBAH, 7.30PM . T .
OPEN MIC SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 5.30PM KARAOKE world — worlds that are illuminating, inspiring, challenging,
BROOK CHIVELL ilari ini i i
THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, KINGSCLIFF BEACH BOWLS 1PM A AILWAY HOTEL BYRON BAY hilarious, entertaining, and at tlmgs all of those thlngs at
6PM 1ZZY DAY + DJ QUENDO + CLUBTWEED 7.30PM RAFF DE SWEET TONES / g once. We all remember those movies that left an impact
DUELING PIANOS BAND CINNAMON SUN

TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS,

SALTBAR, KINGSCLIFF, 5.30PM

BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM

long after we left the cinema - this is a whole program of

GARDEN BAR, BYRON BAY, . ,
7.30PM TEMPLE OF FIRE 8PM HERMAN'S HERMITS ;z;E&B:T'::\IEET:INGAL HEAD JOE CONROY those experiences:
FOXY LUU'S @ COORABELL COOLANGATTA HOTEL 6PM PM EELICITY LAWLESS THE NORTHERN, BYRON

HALL 5.30PM DJ DAKINI RAW ORDIO BAY, 6PM LACHY DWYER +

HOTEL BRUNSWICK 6PM G ney  2OPMCAUGHT  DUELING PIANO BAR

NATHAN KAYE

SAINT MARIES, BRUNSWICK
HEADS, 6PM MONDO HUM

RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,

TWIN TOWNS, TWEED HEADS,
8PM MELINDA SCHNEIDER

CLUB LENNOX 7PM INO PIO

JAZZ ENSEMBLE JB’S BLUES BREAKERS SOUNDLOUNGE, CURRUMBIN,
LISMORE CITY BOWLO 7PM THE BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 3PM 7PM THE KILLER QUEEN RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
SUPPER CLUB SOUL BAND JORDY QUINN + ERIN SHAY EXPERIENCE TIM STOKES

DUO
THE CITADEL, MURWILLUMBAH, BROADWATER HOTEL 5PM
6PM SINGER SONGWRITER BYRON THEATRE 1PM THRUST SWAMPMOSS &RED ROCKITZ PEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM
BROADWATER HOTEL 5PM ISSUES THE PLAY, 7.30PM MO’S DESERT CLUBHOUSE,

JIMEOIN THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY,
OPEN MIC FT. PING GOLD COAST, 7PM DICE

6PM MARSHALL OKELL +

MO’S DESERT CLUBHOUSE, THE NORTHERN, BYRON BAY, COOLANGATTA HOTEL 7.30PM DUELING PIANO BAR
GOLD COAST, 7PM MONTAIGNE 7PM MATT ARMITAGE TRIO + BRIAN MANNIX + SCOTT

RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
EPIC

DJ BAD BOY BILLY + DUELING
PIANOS

THE PARK HOTEL, SUFFOLK
PARK, 6PM JASON DELPHIN

CARNE

RAILWAY HOTEL, BYRON BAY,
GUY KACHEL

e
!i

The opening night film at most venues is the must-see

BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 8PM RIAJ\:&ALOW HOTEL 4PM KANE ;R‘ABI;VI\\/‘ADYCI-'EJLEELI')BJVT’(XNEI:\'_Y’ BEACH HOTEL, BYRON BAY, 6PM hit, Aussie-made documentary Whistle which follows all
THE CRUEL SEA T SNG4 SMOKIN FIREBIRDS ALLY PALMER the quirks, egos and soaring notes of the World Whistling
THRUST ISSUES THE PLAY SELVE e ety TN

ELEMENTS OF BYRON 5PM E%%@%g:ﬁ;‘gﬁ%%’éﬂm‘f f:;\?g;:;ﬁ";i’;?;r: DUELING PIANO BAR TFF audiences wil! be some of the first in .the W(?I’|d to
ANDREW MORRIS FESTIVAL 2026, 7PM GUTSY 5PM ANIMAL VENTURA + - THE PADDOCK PROJECT, see some of the biggest films of the year including the
NORTH BYRON HOTEL 5PM DJ GIRLS ADVENTURE FILM TOUR VINYL SUNDAYS FT. DAVE MULLUMBIMBY, 4PM CURRY 2026 Palme d’Or winner at Cannes, Fjord starring Oscar
NAT WHITE — DOG OF RESIN DOGS JAM nominees Renate Reinsve and Sebastian Stan. Another

PALACE BYRON BAY

BALLINA FAIR CINEMAS

recent Cannes winner joining the lineup is the Camera
d’Or winner Ben’Imana - the deeply moving drama from
Rwanda.

SPECIAL SCREENINGS ALL FILMS SPIDER-MAN: BRAND NEW DAY INSIDIOUS: . L
B & SONS ™ CASE 137w Daily: 11:00AM, 1:30PM, 4:30PM, OUT OF THE FURTHER w v Audiences can explore the world from their cinema seat,
SESSION TIMES " " 5:30PM, 7:30PM ily: 4: : i -winni .
SN Z UL ol Ved: 1:00PM - Golden Club Preview  Daily except Sun: 11:00AM THE END OF OAK STREET ® ’[\)Aal'-::w:;o(;:‘:l) N7n3OPM with éwa rd Wl.nnln.g ﬁlms from all corners of the glibe.
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 26 IEVVINNS RUGITNSVES NO SCREENING SUN Daily: 3:20PM, 8:30PM ey 450, 5:30PM the Wltt}/ and illuminating rom—com No Gpod Men from
e Y Fri: 6:30PM — MC Preview HOLY DAYS o THE INVITE e ONE NIGHT ONLY Afghanistan, and the moving, yet sparkling Korean smash
MATS+) ) . .
L. MULHOLLAND DRIVE ) Daily: 1:10PM Thurs, Sat, Sun, Tues: 1:30PM, Daily except Sat, Sun: 10:00AM hit The World of Love. And from Europe, the beautiful
g 3 Mon:G:30PM - CultVault INSIDIOUS: . oo pon: 1:30PM, BT5PM. SPA WEEKEND v v tribute to the natural world Silent Friend from Hungarian
me - OUT OF THE FURTHER L Daily: 10:15AM, 3:20PM, 7:30PM iké i i iu-wai
COMING SOON FAMILY FILMS Dally: 245PM. 5:00PM, 500PM  THE ODYSSEY s;:DyER . filmmaker lldiké Enyedi, starring Tony Leung Chiu-wai.
MOANA ¢o Daily except Wed: 11:20AM, -MAN: w . . . .
Daly: 2:00PM BﬂaldyTLb:m:;\)/g S 12500\, 250PM, 7-15PM. Wed: Daily: 10:10AM, 12:20PM, 6:45PM Australian stories and filmmaking talent will also be on
:12:50PM, 11:20AM, 12:50PM, 7:15PM i i i ime-
TOM AND JERRY: 3:50PM, G:00PM. Wed: :45PM, ’ THE END OF OAK STREET show, including the quirky time-loop comedy Yesterday
FORBIDDEN COMPASS ¢ 3:50PM, 6:00PM IL-IE RIVALSTOFA\AI\I/IZI/-\1H EII\A(EA‘M’ T Daily: 12:10PM Island filmed in Tasmania, and a range of Aussie-made short
Daily: 11:00AM ONE NIGHT ONLY ® e e P e THE ODYSSEY @ films will also accompany select screenings.
TOY STORY 5@ Thurs, Fri, Sat, Tues: 10:45AM, 10:45AM, 4:30PM. 7:15PM. Sat: Daily: 1:10PM, 4:15PM ] .
Daily: 11:15AM 8:30PM. Sun: 10:45AM, 8:10PM. 10:30AM, 4:30PM, 7:15PM, 8:10PM TOM AND JERRY: Tickets are already on sale and selling fast for a packed

Mon: 10:45AM. Wed: 10:50AM,
8:30PM

SPA WEEKEND v
Daily: 10:45AM, 4:10PM, 6:20PM,
8:30PM

FORBIDDEN COMPASS <
Sat, Sun: 10:00AM

weekend of brilliant cinema. With a Flexipass or a full
subscription, patrons can watch the whole program and
save up to 30 per cent!

TONY o et
Daily: 11:15AM, 1:30PM, 3:45PM,
6:00PM, 8:30PM

The Travelling Film Festival is on 3-6 September and is
supported by Screen Australia, Screen NSW, and GIO.
More info at www.sff.org.au/tff.

6686 9600 BALLINA FAIR - 6680 8555 BYRON BAY

SCAN 70 BOOK ONLINE FORALL SESSIONS TO THE NORDIC FILM FESTIVAL, PLEASE VISIT NORDICFILMFESTIVAL.COM.AU

www.echo.net.au
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Kerry O'Brien says
what he really thinks

David Lowe

This year’s Byron Writers Festival
witnessed a remarkable lecture
from the legendary and much-
loved journalist Kerry O’Brien on
‘Lessons From History’, for the 2026
Thea Astley Address.

Host Richard Flanagan sug-
gested that what had always set
Kerry’s work apart was his unusual
moral clarity.

Mr Flanagan described the
lecture as a cry from Kerry
O’Brien’s heart. ‘[This] is a great
roar of rage and defiance about
our world and where it is and
where it needs to go.

Walking on stilts

Kerry O’Brien began his
address humbled by this introduc-
tion, saying ‘I feel like I’'m walking
on stilts’

He said Thea Astley’s impor-
tance in Australian literature chal-
lenged the norms of her time.

‘There’s a particular fury in the
way she wrote about injustice.
Thea Ashley once told an aspiring
young writer, “To be a writer has
nothing to do with pen and paper.
To be a writer, you have to have the
eyes to see about you what others
don’t see, the ears to hear what’s
not said, but most importantly,
the bloody heart to cope with the
immensity of it all.”

O’Brien spoke about the pro-
found impact of digitisation, and
the other great disruptor of the last
50 years, ‘inelegantly identified as
neoliberalism... The ideology that
has driven and coerced govern-
ment as we once knew it to make
itself smaller, privatise its services,
nobble the trade unions - which
have been one of humanity’s
great civilising forces - and cede
the dominant role in determining
the kind of society we want to
be to the free market and the
alleged freedom of the individual,
rather than the imperative of the
common good.

He suggested that democracy
was being fundamentally corrupted
before our eyes, and the govern-
ment response over time has ‘often
been acquiescent, often inconsist-
ent, and often inadequate.

‘Have we really reached the
point in our democracies where
people are driven to vote for a
Trump, a Farage, or a Hanson, all
using the same shallow right-wing
populist formula: fear, prejudice,
playing loose with the truth, and
resentment? Too many people,
driven by frustration, powerless-
ness, and blind anger, just want
to punish mainstream politicians,

www.echo.net.au

even if they’re going to blow them-
selves up in the process.

O’Brien said that while neolib-
eralism might have ‘crept up on
us’ here in Australia, he had been
reporting on the digital transforma-
tion since 1972, when he did a five-
part series on where computers
were taking society.

‘It was called neoliberalism,
but was really just a dressed-up
version of the old laissez-faire
capitalism. Give us, the people of
money and power... a free hand
to make ourselves richer, with as
little regulation as possible, sitting
on trade unions, no bleeding heart
politicians to get in the way, and
magically everyone will benefit.

‘Their idea of democracy largely
meant democracy for them. Their
idea of freedom meant freedom
for them. When they railed against
elites, they meant the elites who
didn’t agree with them, not the
elitism they practised themselves.
State welfare was anathema to
their idea of democracy because
they said it would inevitably lead
to communism/

So what are the chances Aus-
tralia could reverse this trend and
breathe fresh life into its democ-
racy? Where does hope lie?

O’Brien suggested we could take
heart in the fact that we are not
American - not yet.

‘We may have turned our back
on the idea of a republic and signed
up to war, but we still have some
chance of forging our own path in
our own region in our own way.
Unlike America, the structure of our
democracy is more robust.

As for the media, O’Brien said
we should ‘look hard at the people
and organisations that attack
the ABC and SBS. Call out their
motives. Don’t give up on the
politicians. Don’t rely on them,
but don’t give up on them. And
when they let us down, don’t
underestimate our capacity
within communities to change the
landscape for ourselves.

‘I refuse point blank to believe
that we have no hope, he said. ‘I
think it would be utterly tragic if we
surrendered to a sense of defeat-
ism. | think defeatism is just about
the worst enemy of all’

‘I think it’s shallow in the
extreme for people of the genera-
tions represented in this room to
say, “I have faith in our children to
fixit, orin our grandchildren to fix
it. ‘The problem is here and now,
and itis here and now that we
should be fixing it.

B Read full story in The Echo
online: www.echo.net.au.

Kerry O’Brien All photos Jeff (it’s written in the picture) Dawson

Bob Carr

Manosphere: Louise Milligan, Paul Callaghan, and Trent Dalton

Luke Bateman

Richard Flanagan Claire Thomas
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ECHO CLASSIFIEDS - 66841777

CLASSIFIED AD BOOKINGS

DEADLINE TUES 12PM

PHONE ADS
Ads may be taken by phone on 6684 1777

AT THE ECHO HEAD OFFICE

Village Way, Stuart St, Mullumbimby
EMAIL ADS

Display (box ads) and line classifieds, email:
classifieds@echo.net.au

Ad bookings only taken during business hours: Monday to
Friday, 9am-5pm. Ads can't be taken on the weekend.
Account enquiries phone 6684 1777.

Ads can be lodged in person at the Mullum Echo office:

Publication day is Wednesday, booking
deadlines are the day before publication.

RATES & PAYMENT

LINE ADS:

$17°° for the first two lines
$5 for each extra line

$17 for two lines is the minimum charge.
DISPLAY ADS (with a border):
$14 per column centimetre
These prices include GST.

Cash, cheque, Mastercard or Visa
Prepayment is required for all ads.

CLASSIFIEDS
THAT WORK
ALL WEEK!

Echo Classies also
appear online:
www.echo.net.au/
classified-ads

Advertisements placed in The Byron
Shire Echo do not reflect the views or
opinions of the editorial staff.
The Byron Shire Echo does not make

any representations as to the accuracy

or suitability of any content or
information contained in advertising

material nor does publication constitute

in any way an endorsement by The
Byron Shire Echo of the content or
representations contained therein.

The Byron Shire Echo does not accept

any liability for the representations or

promises made in paid advertisements

or for any loss or damage arising from
reliance on such content,
representations or promises.

KINESIOLOGY

Clear subconscious sabotages.
Reprogram patterns and beliefs.
Restore vibrancy and
physical health. De-stress.
0403125506
SANDRA DAVEY, Reg. Pract.

HYPNOSIS & EFT

Simple and effective solutions.
Anxiety, Cravings, Fears & Trauma.
Maureen Bracken 0402205352

PUBLIC NOTICES

WHERE TO GET
THE ECHO

If you live in
NEWRYBAR, LENNOX HEAD,
BALLINA
MAIN ARM, BILLINUDGEL

but outside our current home delivery
area, you can pick up an Echo from
many locations.
For example:
Newrybar Providore Newrybar
*kk
BALLINA
Richies IGA Ballina, Ballina RSL, One
Stop Shop Ballina, Ballina Golf Club

East Ballina, Brighton St Takeaway near

The Shawsy

*kk

LENNOX HEAD
IGA Lennox Head, Seagrass Lennox,
the Lennox pub drive-through, Station
St Grocer Lennox
* k%
Federal Store
Main Arm Store
Billinudgel NEWSAGENT
Billinudgel General Store & Pub
Crabbes Creek Store
New Brighton Store
Ocean Shores Country Club
Mullumbimby IGA; Mullumbimby
Newsagent; Liberty and
Carsburgs servos

*kk

BYRON BAY

Byron Bay Newsagent, Community

Centre, supermarkets, cafes, servos etc

HYPNOSIS & NLP

Over 30 years of experience
WendyPurdey.com. Ph 0497 090 233

HAWAIIAN MASSAGE
Ocean Shores, Michaela, 0416332886

TRADEWORK

The Liquid Waste Specialists!

r:-. g trap se !
1] |
=

{ |

LEAF IT TO US - Tree Care Specialists
Local, qualified, insured, free quotes.
Big to small we enjoy it all -
0402487213

ART

_TREE SERVICES

20 years local experience

*19 inch chipper e Stump grinding
o Cherry picker « Crane truck « Bob Cat

Fully insured « Free quotes
0427 347 380

BEES

Commercial apiarist has bees available

for pollination of macadamias etc.
Txt 0492832048

°

R

PROBLEMS WITH ALCOHOL...?
..THERE IS HELP
TUESDAY NIGHTS 6:00PM
73 BYRON ST, BANGALOW
CONTACT: 0401 945 671

SUMMERLAND
|| TREE SERVICES

e Arhorist 15" Wood

Chipper e Stump Grinder
e Fully Insured

Byron Bay & Surrounding Areas

6681 3140

Mobile 0417 698 227

ITEMS UNDER $100

RINCON bike, good cond, reduced for
quick sale $450bo Suffolk Pk 0481981785
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NARNIA NURSERY
CLOSING DOWN &
HOUSEHOLD
GARAGE SALE

Everything must go! Huge variety of

items including plants, pots, tools,
4 . ) irrigation and nursery equipment,

Fabrics * leather ¢ buttons furniture, books and household items.

" CREATIVE +*
TREASURE TROVE

25 years of collecting — now for sale!

e zips * threads ¢ beads *xx
* jewellery materials Plenty of bargains to be had!
* laces * clothes and Hxx
market treasures galore SALE DATES:
- Saturday 22 August 8am-1pm
= ' Saturday 29 August 8am-1pm
= POP-UP SHOP < Sunday 30 August 8am-1pm
TUES 25 - SUN 30 AUGUST >k
1 S S, ity 750 ADDRESS:

598 Myocum Rd, Myocum.

NURSERY TEAM LEADER

Casual 3 days per week
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday (22 Hours).

Salary packaging available.

Work with a dynamic team that has a positive
impact on clients and communities.

ESSENTIAL CRITERIA:
Cert lll in Horticulture or higher

For the full list of selection criteria and how to
apply go to: www.byronherbs.com.au/jobs
Applications close 9am Monday 31 August.

TREE FERNS
Any shape, size. Royalties paid.
Ongoing supply needed. 0414904396

LOCAL REMOVAL

& backloads to Brisbane. Friendly,
with 10 years local exp. 0409917646

LP RECORDS: good condition, no op shop
crap! Matt 0401955052

GARAGE SALES

Tip Runs &

Rubbish
Removal

STUDIO WITH AMENITIES
Upstairs, Billinudgel $402pw
Ph Lifestyle Group 66851206

EXPERIENCED KITCHENHAND
NEEDED AT
The Other Joint cafe
Email mullum@otherjoint.com

POSITIONS VACANT

0408 210 772

welcome. 66816038 for details.

LADIES WANTED, MUST BE 18+ Work
available in busy adult parlour. Travellers

TAXI DRIVERS WANTED
Flexible work hours -
perfect 2nd income
Email operations@byronbaytaxis.com

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

“WE SERVE"

Volunteer at the many Bangalow
Lions Club community events!
A fun, busy Not-For-Profit Club with all
funds raised going to worthy causes.
All welcome!
Contact President John Singh 0418 662781
or punjab@byronbaypork.com.au

ReForest Now

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
for Bush

regen work

0431 636 608

regen@reforestnow.org.au

Adobe
Tutoring

Experienced
Professional Trainer
* Photoshop e Indesign
e |llustrator

contaci@thinkblinkdesign.com
www.thinkblinkdesign.com

BIRTHD

Happy Birthday to the
Legendary-Saffron!

:
) - |

Happy birthday beautiful Tams!
Lots of love from the Echo crew xxx

Happy Birthday
Lorry!

PET SITTER AVAILABLE
Kind, confident animal carer available
for your four-legged fur baby.
References available.
Call Pawla on 0415340744

- 3

Freddie is part cat, part hippo, part potato
perhaps? Larger than life & with very unusual
markings, he definitely stands out from

the rest. Freddie loves his food & everyone
else’s it would appear! He's a little socially
awkward & would be best as a solo cat. He
may be larger but he’s not overly confident.
With lots of TLC, we are sure he'll not only
become a slimmer version of his current self,
but he'll become 100 % love bug.

To meet Freddie, please visit the Cat
Adoption Centre at 124 Dalley Street,
Mullumbimby.

OPEN: Tues 2.30-4.30pm

Thurs 3-5pm / Sat 10am-12 noon
Call AWL on 0436 845 542

Like us on Facebook!

AWL NSW Rehoming Organisation h
Number: R251000222 ANIMALY,

Byron Dog Rescue (CAWI)

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

CAN YOU SPARE 3
HOURS ONCE A WEEK
OR ONCE A MONTH?

Every minute of your time helps
towards re-homing dogs, desexing dogs,
and helping people in desperate
situations with housing and difficult
home lives.

Please call Astro (shop manager) at
0492 861 905 or visit the shop to chat
about helping us to help dogs in need

BYRON

DOG
RESCUE

www.byrondogrescue.org

Willaisag month old, Belgium Shepherd X.
Sheis a clever girl with a lot of love to give.
She would thrive with a family committed
to giving her the training, enrichment and
exercise she needs.
M/C#978142001364159
Location: Murwillumbah
For more information contact

Yvette on 0421831 128.

Please complete our online adoption expression
of interest. friendsofthepound.com/

adoption-expression-of-interest/

Visit friendsofthepound.com to
view other dogs and cats looking for ahome.

ABN 83126 970 338

COLBY

=

Colby is a handsome 5/-year-old Greyhound with
a calm, affectionate nature. A true gentleman, he's
happy, low-maintenance and super chillthe perfect
easy-going companion. He enjoys short daily walks
but s equally happy relaxing at home. Colby loves
people, greets them with an adorable happy dance,
and is well-mannered and terrific with kids.

He prefers slow introductions to other dogs
but settles once acquainted. Affectionate yet
independent, Colby is lovely.

Rehoming #R25100 00 60

QuNRAS

T: 66811860 E: shelter@nras.org.au
W: www.nras.org.au

www.echo.net.au



Classifieds /Community at Work
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Meet Ricky! Prepare to be charmed by this
stunning Chocolate Point Ragdoll. With his
fluffy coat, striking blue eyes and signature
Ragdoll personality, he’s guaranteed to
melt your heart the second you meet him.
This mushy man is currently sitting in deep
contemplation wondering why he hasn't been
whisked away for true love. Ricky is ready to
leave la vida loca behind, will you be the one
with a cozy lap to flop on furrever? Desexed,
vaccinated, microchip 900164002313923
D.0.B 27/4/25 | See our socials for more!

To make an appointment
0403 533 589 ¢ Billinudgel
petsforlifeanimalshelter.net

Adopt a Rooster.

We have 18 rescued roosters ready for
free adoption to approved homes. All
have been health and temperament
checked. We guarantee they will be
good boys for your flock.

Check them all out by this link.

whogivesacluck.org/shop/roosters-to-
adopt/
whogivesacluck.org
@whogivesacluck

ONLY ADULTS

BALLINA EXCLUSIVE
34 Piper Dr. Open 7 days 10am till late.
In & Out Calls. 66816038.
Ladies wanted
Find us on Facebook and Twitter!

KRYSTAL ADULT SHOP
Large variety of toys and lingerie
6/6 Tasman Way, A&l Est, Byron Bay
0416 899 048

SOCIAL ESCORTS

LOTS OF GORGEOUS LADIES available
for your pleasure nearby. Spoil yourself.
In-house & outcalls. 7 days. 0266816038.

AIIAl RAAALI O TIRNEA
SUN, VIUUN & 1IVEOS

- TIMES FOR NEXT 2 WEEKS

DATE | DAY, | SUN |MOON HIGH Low
Aug/ |MOON |RISE/|RISE/| TIDES, TIDES,

Sept |PHASE| SET | SET | height (m)

6:14 | 9:47 ! 06:100.40
19 w 17:25 | 23:53 15:081.36 19:230.70

20 6:13 | 10:24 | 00:391.08 | 06:510.46
17:25 14:141.34 | 20:56 0.73

21 F 6:12 | 11:07 | 01:410.97 | 07:470.51
17:26 | 0:51 | 15:281.35 | 22:270.69

22 SA 6:11 | 11:54 | 03:140.93 | 09:000.54
17:26 | 1:46 | 16:361.40 | 23:310.61

height (m)

610 | 12:46 | 0440095 | .
23 |SU | 1727 239 | 173117 | 107505

24 M 6:09 | 13:42 | 05:391.02 | 00:170.53
17:27 | 3:27 | 18:171.55 | 11:150.46

25 TU 6:08 | 14:39 | 06:241.09 | 00:54 0.45
17:28 | 410 | 18:581.62 | 12:020.38

26 w 6:07 | 15:38 | 07:031.16 | 01:270.39
17:28 | 4:49 | 19:341.67 | 12:430.32

27 TH 6:06 | 16:36 | 07:401.23 | 01:570.33
17:29 | 5:24 |20:091.70 | 13:200.26

28 6:05 | 17:34 | 08:161.30 | 02:26 0.28
17:29 | 5:56 | 20:421.70 | 13:58 0.23

29 SA 6:04 | 18:32 | 08:551.37 | 02:550.24
17:30 | 6:26 | 21:141.67 | 14:350.23

30 SU 6:02 | 19:30 | 09:331.43 | 03:250.22
17:30 | 6:55 | 21:451.61 | 15:150.26

31 M 6:01 | 20:31 | 10:141.47 | 03:56 0.21
17:31| 7:25 | 22:191.51 | 16:000.31

1 TU 6:00 | 21:33 | 10:56 1.50 | 04:28 0.22
17:31 | 7:58 | 22:551.38 | 16:47 0.40

2 w 5:59 |22:39 | 11:441.50 | 05:030.26
17:32 | 8:34 |23:361.24 | 17:440.49
Data sourced from Bureau of

Meteorology. Times adjusted for S
Daylight Savings when applicable.

The Echas Market Guide

Find it online: www.echo.net.au/market-guide

MONTHLY MARKETS:

1t SATURDAY:
Brunswick Heads Markets - 8am-2pm
1t SUNDAY:
Byron Community Market - 8am-3pm
Pottsville Beach Markets - 7am-1pm
2" SUNDAY:
The Channon Craft Market - 9am-3pm
Chillingham Markets - 8am-1pm
Coolangatta Arts & Craft Markets - 8am-2pm
Tabulam Community Market - 9am-1pm
3¢ SATURDAY:
Mullumbimby Community Market - 8am-2pm
Murwillumbah Makers & Finders - 9am-2pm
Salt Beach Markets, sth Kingscliff/Casuarina - 8am-1pm
3 SUNDAY:
Federal Village Market - 8am-2pm
Uki Buttery Bazaar Market - 8am-2pm
Pottsville Beach Markets - 7am-1pm
Lismore City Bowlo Markets - 9am-1pm
4% SATURDAY:
Kyogle Bazaar - 9am-2pm
Last SATURDAY:
Evans Head Rotary Market - 8am-1pm
4t SUNDAY:
Bangalow Market - 8am-2.30pm
Nimbin Markets - 9am-3pm
Murwillumbah Showground Market - 8am-1pm
4t SUNDAY (in a 5-Sunday month):
Coolangatta Arts & Crafts Markets - 8am-2pm
5t SUNDAY:
Nimbin Markets - 8.30am-3pm

SEASONAL MARKETS:

Quarterly:
Byron Beachside Market - Jan, Easter, July and Sept

FARMERS/WEEKLY MARKETS:
Each TUESDAY:
New Brighton Farmers Market - 7am-11am
Lismore Organic Market - 7.30am-10.30am
Each WEDNESDAY:
Murwillumbah Farmers Market - 7am-11am
Nimbin Farmers Market - 3pm-6pm
Newrybar Hall Twilight Market - 3pm-7.30pm
Each THURSDAY:
Byron Bay Farmers Market - 7am-11am
Lismore Produce Market - 3pm-6pm
Each FRIDAY:

Mullumbimby Farmers Market - 7am-11am
Evans Head Farmers Market - 2.30pm-6.30pm
Each SATURDAY:

Bangalow Farmers Market - 7am-11am

Duranbah Rd Farmers Mkt (Tropical Fruit World) 8am-11am

Uki Farmers Market - 8am-1pm

Lismore Farmers Market - 7.30am-11.30am

Byron Twilight Market (Oct to Apr) 4pm-9pm
Each SUNDAY:

Ballina Farmers & Producers Mkt - 7am-11am

Markets may change their routine
without letting us know. Please get
in touch to advise us of any changes.

&cho

D
& cho
SALES ACCOUNT REPRESENTATIVE
- PRINT AND ONLINE

4 days per week, some flexibility and work-from-home hours available.

Permanent part-time position paying a salary + super + commission.

Echo Publications publishes The Byron Shire Echo (a well-established
and popular free weekly community newspaper), a daily news website
(echo.net.au) and multiple subsidiary magazines throughout the year.

The role involves selling advertising and creating multi-channel
marketing campaigns for clients across the website, newspaper and
individual magazines. Work in a friendly and supportive sales team of
six, in our Mullumbimby office, handling advertising and publicity for our
large local and small interstate client base.

Key requirements:

« Experience in marketing and/
or sales, including digital
marketing and advertising

« Computer literacy

« Experience with databases
and CRM systems

« Friendly telephone manner

Start date: Immediate

« People person

« High level of organisation
and time management

« Ability to multitask

+ Must own a vehicle and
maintain a current driver's
licence.

To apply for this role please email a cover letter and resume to the
Sales Manager: positions@echo.net.au. For any questions call 6684 1777.

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

AMBULANCE, FIRE, POLICE
AMBULANCE Mullumbimby & Byron Bay....

POLICE Brunswick Heads 66297510

Mullumbimby 6629 7570

Byron Bay 6685 9499

Bangalow 6629 7500
STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE Storm & tempest damage, flooding...132 500
BRUNSWICK VALLEY RESCUE Primary rescue.....mmsssssnsens 6685 1999
BRUNSWICK MARINE RADIO TOWER............rmmmssnrn 66850148
BYRON CENTRAL HOSPITAL 6639 9400
BYRON COUNCIL: EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS.......... 66227022
NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE (Mullumbimby) c.vsuveesssssssssees 6684 1286
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 24 hour crisis lin€.vuuvuessssssssssessesses 1800 656 463
LIFELINE 131114
MENSLINE 1300789 978
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 24 hours c.veuvsessesssssssssssnn 1800 423 431
AL-ANON Help for family and friends of alcoholics uummmssmsssense 1300 252 666
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Meets daily v..vvserserssesessssessssseee 6680 7280
NORTHERN RIVERS GAMBLING SERVICE.............. 6687 2520
HIV/AIDS - ACON Confidential testing & information ..u.uusumesees 6622 1555
ANIMAL RESCUE (DOGS & CATS) 6622 1881
NORTHERN RIVERS WILDLIFE CARERS............crvirenn 6628 1866
KOALA HOTLINE 6622 1233

WIRES - NSW Wildlife Information & Rescue Service...6628 1898

000
131233

www.echo.net.au

On The Horizon
DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY

Email copy marked ‘On The Horizon’ to editor@echo.net.au.

Free fire trail and beach
walk for women

Join Together She Thrives for a free
5km walk through the Brunswick
Heads fire trail and along Tyagarah
Beach on Tuesday, 25 August,
9am-10:30am. Enjoy fresh air,

movement and connection with
other local women. A reasonable
level of fitness is required, including
being comfortable walking 5km and
on sand. Bookings are essential at
TogetherSheThrives.org.au. The walk
goes ahead rain, hail, or shine. An
optional coffee at a local cafe will
follow.

Free walking together
with loss

This September, Tide Marks, a free
monthly community walking practice
for people living with loss, starts in
Byron Bay. There is no expectation

to talk, share, or listen. You can walk
fast or slow, quietly or mindfully, or
choose to share or not. Tide Marks
runs the first day of each month at
7.30am at Clarkes Beach Car Park,
Byron Bay. See social media for more
information.

Regular As Clockwork

DEADLINE NOON FRIDAY

Please note that, owing to space restrictions, not all entries may be
included each week. Email copy marked ‘Regular As Clockwork’ to

editor@echo.net.au.

Mullumbimby District
Neighbourhood Centre

Mullumbimby & District
Neighbourhood Centre is open
Monday-Friday 9am-4pm (closed
12.30-1.30pm for lunch). We offer

a variety of services. Everyone is
welcome. Call reception on 6684 1286.
Some of our services include:

Flood recovery support service:
personalised, long-term support
for those impacted by the floods.
Community support: food parcels,
meals, showers, assistance with
electricity bills. Work Development
Orders.

Listening Space: free counselling.
More Than A Meal: free community
lunch Tuesday-Thursday
12.30-1.30pm.

Financial counselling

Staying Home, Leaving Violence
program: Information, referral, and
advocacy.

Gulganii affordable pantry shop:
located at 3 Bridgeland Lane.
Orange Sky: free laundry service Mon
morning & Wed afternoon.

To enquire about accessing any

of these services call reception
6684 1286, check our website
www.mdnc.org.au, or follow us

on Facebook or Instagram. @
mullumbimbyneighbourhoodcentre.

Byron Community

The Byron Community Centre
provides community services

and programs including meals,
advocacy and counselling for locals
in need. Fletcher Street Cottage: A
welcoming, safe and respectful space
where people who are experiencing
or at risk of homelessness can come
to enjoy practical relief opportunities,
find connections and access broader
support. Fletcher Street Cottage
services are open Tuesday-Friday;
breakfast 7am-9am; showers and
laundry 7am-12pm; office support
9am-12pm. Individual support
appointments with community
workers and specialist services
available please book on (02) 6685
7830. Fletcher Street Cottage, 18
Fletcher St, Byron Bay. More info:
www.fletcherstreetcottage.com.

au. Byron Seniors Club: www.
byronseniors.com.au. More info

on Community Services: www.
byroncentre.com.au Phone: (02) 6685
6807.

Low-cost or free food

Food Box Thursdays 9.30-11.30am
at Uniting Church, Mullumbimby. You
may purchase cheap food, obtain
free veges, and enjoy a cuppa. The
Hub Baptist Church in Ocean Shores
has food relief available for anyone
doing it tough, please contact us on
0434 677747 if you find yourself doing
it tough. No ID or Concession Card
required. NILs referral service also
available. Check Facebook page The
Hub Baptist Ocean Shores for details.
Liberation Larder Takeaway lunches
and groceries Monday and Thursday
12 till 1pm. Fletcher Street end of the
Byron Community Centre.

Respite Service

Byron Shire Respite Service delivers
high-quality respite care to a broad
range of clients throughout the Byron,
Ballina and Lismore shires. Donations
welcome: Ph 6685 1921, email
fundraiser@byronrespite.com.au,
website: www.byronrespite.com.au.

Alateen meeting

Alateen meeting every Thursday at
5-6pm. Do you have a parent, close
friend or relative with a drinking
problem? Alateen can help. For
8-16-year-olds meet St Cuthbert’s
Anglican Church Hall, 13 Powell Street,
corner of Florence Street Tweed
Heads. Al-Anon family groups for older
members at the same time and place.
1300 ALANON 1300 252 666 www.
al-anon.org.au.

Drug support groups
Call Alcoholics Anonymous 1800 423
4310r 0401 945 671 - 30 meetings a
week in the Shire - www.aa.org.au.
Are you experiencing difficulties and
challenges because of the alcohol or
drug use of someone close to you?
Learn coping skills and gain support
from others. Narcotics Anonymous
is a fellowship of men and women
for whom drugs had become a major
problem. We are recovering addicts
who meet regularly to help each
other stay clean. For information and
meetings call 1300 652 820 or text
your postcode to 0488 811 247. www.
na.org.au. Are you concerned about
somebody else’s drinking? Al-Anon
Family Groups meetings held Fridays
at 2pm by Zoom. 1300 252666 www.
al-anon.org.au.

Support after suicide

StandBy provides support to people
who have lost someone to suicide.
They provide free face-to-face and
telephone support and are accessible
24/17. Follow-up contact is available
for up to one year. Find out more

at: www.standbysupport.com.au or
call131114. If you, or someone you
are with, are in need of immediate
support please call an ambulance or
police on 000.

Volunteer call out

Support for New Mums Inc. a
Northern NSW community program
are recruiting volunteers in the Byron
Shire. We offer a free of charge, home
visiting program for mothers with
babies. For more information email
Deb: newmums8@gmail.com.

End-of-Life Choices

Voluntary Euthanasia End-of-Life
Choices are discussed at Exit
International meetings held quarterly.
Meetings are held at Robina, South
Tweed and Ballina. Attendees must be
Exit Members. For further Information
www.exitinternational.net or phone
Catherine 0435 228 443 (Robina and
South Tweed) or Peter 0429 950 352
(Ballina).

Carers’ support

Mullumbimby Mental Health Carers’
Support Group for family members

and friends who have a loved one with
amental health issue. Meeting on 4th
Thursday of each month 9.30am at
the Mullumbimby Neighbourhood
Centre. Info: Susanne 0428 716 431.

Rainbow Dragons

Rainbow Dragons Abreast (RDA)
welcomes breast cancer survivors
for a paddle at Lake Ainsworth,
Lennox Head (and sometimes at
Ballina) on Sundays 7.30am for 8am
start. Contact Marian 6688 4058,
mazzerati2010@gmail.com.

Older adult exercise

Chair-based older adults exercise
classes run by a qualified instructor,
that feel more like fun than exercise,
are held every Thursday at 10.15am in
the Brunswick Memorial Hall. Cost $10.
All welcome. Just show up or if you
have any questions please contact Di
on 0427 026 935.

$5 pilates classes

Pilates for the price of a coffee! Come
and join us for $5 Pilates classes every
Thursday at 8.45am in the Memorial
Hall, 22 Fingal Street, Brunswick
Heads and Monday at 8.45am in
Mullumbimby. It doesn’t matter what
level you are, as beginner to advanced
options are shown. Just bring a mat
and water. My goal is to keep the Shire
active and feeling great one person at
atime. No need to book just show up.
For more information contact Di on
0427 026 935.

Pottsville Community
Association

Pottsville Community Association
meetings are on the last Tuesday

of the month at 6.30pm at the
Anglican Church in Coronation

Drive, Pottsville. Have your say on
what s going on in your local area.
For details contact secretary@
pottsvillecomunityassociation.com or
via Facebook.

Language exchange

Byron language exchange club runs
every 2nd last Friday of the month
from 6pm (alternating Ballina/
Byron). Practise other languages or
help someone with your English!
Find us on Facebook. Contact
byronbaylanguages@gmail.com.

Brunswick Valley
Historical Society

The Museum is on the corner of
Myocum and Stuart Sts Mullumbimby,
open Tuesdays and Fridays
10am-12pm and market Saturdays
9am-1pm. Discover your local history,
join our team - 6684 4367.

Library fun

Baby Bounce and Storytime for
toddlers and pre-school children

are at: Brunswick Heads Library,
Monday - Story Time 10.30 till
11.30am; Friday - Baby Time 10.30 till
11am. Mullumbimby Library, Monday
- Story Time 10-11am; Tuesday - Baby
Time 10-10.30 am.

Lions Club

Interested in making new friends and
helping our community? Lions Club
of Brunswick Mullumbimby meets 1st
& 3rd Tuesdays at 7pm Ocean Shores
Country Club. Info: Joan Towers
0400 484 419.
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Se rVi ce D i re CtO ry North Coast news online &ho.net.au
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ReForest Now

reforestnow.org.au

ECHO SERVICE DIRECTORY
RATES, PAYMENT & DEADLINE

Deadline: For additions and changes is 12pm Friday

Line ads: $99 for 3 months or $340 for 1 year prepaid Bush Regen

Tree Planting
Native Forest Nursery
Weed Management

Display ads: $70 per week for colour display ad.
Minimum 8 week booking 4 weeks prepaid.
Please supply display ads 85mm wide, 38mm high.
New ads will be placed at end of section.

Contact: 6684 1777 or adcopy@echo.net.au
J

0461 164 911
enquiry@reforestnow.org.au

THE GREEN WAVE: native reforestation and weed management................ccc.. (John) 0491 117656

(! CARPENTRY & JOINERY
CAR Bo DY RE M OVAL LOCAL CARPENTER small, medium or large jobs. Lic 207899C............ccmmmmmenrenee Ph 0431048856
CASH ONTHE SPOT GUARANTEE ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Reliable. 20 YEars exp. ... 0437 202050

SERVICE DIRECTORY INDEX $50-$1000

WE BUY UNWANTED CARS, UTES &VANS

PHONE 0466 113 333 2417

BYRON BAY CARPENTRY & CONSTR. Decks, kitchen, bath, laundry. Lic 337421c.......0432 549082
PARRY’S CARPENTRY - Decks, Pergolas, Repairs, Renovations. Licence 491263C. .Ph 0478 429767

Accountants & Bookkeepers 30 Hypnotherapy.................... 31 EMAIL: enquires@adrians.com.au
Acupuncture..........ccceururuenee 30 Landscaping .......cececeeeenenes 31
Air Conditioning & LocksMith .....evvveenerrreeneee. 31 EERLERD O Services List Locally'owned and Operated
; ; o _ . i (Low Pressure Softwashing) Residential and Commercial
2ef:‘geratlon ..................... :g LTI T 31 PENSIONERS/KIDS FROM $25 — ADULTS FROM $30: 6 Brunswick Tce Mullum.....0421 679015 Houses, Gutters, Roofs, Awnings, No job too big or small
(4111 (T4 {JP0R ini N\ y igati
: Pest CONEIOl oeemmeeeonn, 31 BLIN DS, AWNI NGS, CURTAI NS, SHUTTERS So!ar panels, Retaining walls /A A 0b||gatl0l‘l free quote
Automotive........eereverenncnes 30 Driveways, Paths, Pavers, & & Fully insured
Barber Sh Photography...........ceeeeune. 31 Fences, Decks, Patios, THERN & 10 '
L 30 Physiotherapy...........o.. 31 SYRON BAY Poo aras. AQUA PRESSURE CLEANING %
Blinds, Awnings, Curtains, . . — s - ——
Shutters Picture Framing 31 S en - -
"""" I“ 0426 119 550
Bricklaying = —
Building Trades ................. 30 Plumbers......cccceurrererercrnnnne 32 BLINDS SHUTTERS AWNINGS CURTAINS HOT WATER j
Bush Regeneration & Weed ~ REMOVAlIStS o 32 o M - — PRESSU RE CLEAN
Control Rendering.........cceevveeuennene 32 — 4 R — s
Carpentry & Joinery ........... Roofing.....cocuvucunincuncuinenn. 32 SHOWCASE DEALER SHOWROOM Y ' _
Cleaning .....eeeeeenneeeeeeeeenes Rubbish Removal ............. 26680 8862 ROOF CLEANING & PAINTING - DECK RESTORATION
Computer Services .... Self Storage ......ceeeerceeneenne 32 FREE MEASURE QUOTE = f =
(24 s
Concreting & Paving........... Septic SyStems ... 32 ON OUR COMPLETE RANGE OF — wa ; 0455 573 554
A . INTERIOR & EXTERIOR CALL OR SCAN TODAY @&l FCRTEAM.AU
Decks, Patios & Extensions.. 30 Sojar Installation ............... 32 WINDOW TREATMENTS BETTY'S CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES oxt 0476 984649
. . 'S CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES..................ccoovevverecrrcrrccricriene ext
Design & Drafting .............. 30 Television Services ............. 32 RS Z
. . 1/84 Centennial Circuit Byron Bay : j PRESSURE WASH IT WASHING 1! Text YOKO 0475040733
Driveway Maintenance....... 31 Tiling 32 —— : ¥ gy
Earth ina &E ti 31 SPECIALISTS IN HOME AUTOMATION w ] <bab. .. | CLEAN AND GREEN BYRON residential cleaning. All areas.................c..cooorre. 0494823880
ar m?VIng Xcavation.. Tree Services......covveevveernnnns 32 Www-blmddeSIQnbyronbaY-com-au i\}q‘i."}v ROLL BLINDS
Elect.rlaans ........................ 31 Transportation Services.... 32 COMPUTER SERVICES
FeNaNg.ccvvrvseverens 31 yporctory 32 BRICKLAYING
Floor Sandlng & POlIShlng... 31 Valuers 32 One_on_one, patient’ experienced
Garden & Propert o i iai
. perty Veterinary Surgeons........... 32 WA L L F I X teacher offering digital support for
Maintenance.........c.cccevruene 31 4 seniors needing hel A
. g help with phones,
. . Water Filters .........cccevnece. 32 R E M E D |A L
Gas Fitters, Suppliers & ) ) laptops and computers.
SerVICiNg....coveurernennsnenesenas Web Design Services........... 32 ¢ 20 years’ experience in lintel replacement -

. : e Crack stitching installation ¢ Repointing (& : e
QUEEering....c.cecvverueucsenvinenes W.eldmg --------- 32 « Retaining walls and all damaged brickwork _.1 ’a Phone or email: 0420 235 624
Handypersons Window Cleaning & Repairs 32 Call: 0403 141 760 » Email: wallfixremedial@gmail.com Y contact@thinkblinkdesign.com
Health Window Tinting ............. 32 e e

Lic no. 292267C Master Builder No. 3029326 FLASH COMPUTERS Mac/PC repairs, sales, call-outs 77 Stuart St, Mullumbimby........02 66844124
ACCOUNTANTS & BOOKKEEPERS BRICK/BLOCK LAYING Contractors.Lic 291958C. Phone Mark ... 0409 444265 T COMPUTERTHERRPIST home callout,repais, Wi, printers, new PCsetup... 0422 697586

BYRON BOOKKEEPING BAS, Payroll, AR/AP, Yer0, QB, MYOB...........cooore 0415 639548 BUILDING TRADES CONCRETING & PAVING

BOOKKEEPER Reg BAS provider, payroll, A/P, A/R. Xero & MYOB. Local, reliable. ........ 0410 206627

BLOOMING BOOKKEEPING and BAS Agent Ph Leah 0434121077 ° DEPT OF FAIR TRADING: A licence s required for all residential building work where the reasonable SA Lls B u RY
market cost of the work to be done (labour and materials) exceeds $5000 (including GST).

ACUPUNCTURE CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE M Collis...... 0490 022183 B& B TII | Ibe 'S DARYL 0418 234 302
(&)
N~
AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 6686791 Cvei I =
110 Teven Road, Ballina el e~ c'ience. =
New logo - Same quality & service All for’rfs of_c_oncretm.g. 5
Mullumbimby  -Sales-Installation - Repairs — Structural - Landscaping B [ stial -
Refrigeration & - AllCommercial Refrigeration TIMBERS Fencing - Composite Decking
Airconditionin g  -Residential & Commercial Hardwood - Pine - Hardware SHAKA CONCRETING Driveways, sheds, slabs, p/ways, patios. Insured & Lic#391742C....0402 728207
Services Airconditioning Sa|eg@bbt]m bers.com.au www.bbtimbers.com.au MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com w.............uueeeeumeummemmemmennens 0402 613638
- Coolroom Design & Construction
— Freezer Rooms BUILDER — JOHN MCGAURAN Personalised Service. 20 yrs exp. Lic 170206 ........ 0415 793242 DECKS, PATIOS & EXTENSIONS
e HAVEN BUILDING Allaspects of building. Lic 326616C 0432565060 ypoN BAY FLOOR SANDING by Chris Wallace. Quality assured. Best prices........ 0408 536565
t} . . . . .
Lic: 209433C ARC: AU40492 6 684 2783 FABRICA JOINERY Quality kitchens/timber doors/windows. Lic244652C ... 66808162 e REFINISHING EVANS HEAD Customer satisfaction uaranteed............... 0413 786879
COOLMAN AIR CONDITIONING 36+ years ep.Lic 76464C AU30147 0422291433 CARPENTER/JOINER 30 years experience. Prompt efficient service. Fully insured. Other licensed trades FCR DECK SANDING, OILING Local, 12 years exp. 190x5-star reviews. Free quotes ... 0419 789600

o o avail, indl plastering/painting etc. 24/7 Emergency 4WD call-out avail. Lic 43794C ........0423 500693
ARTISAN AIR Airconditioning and refrigeration. 66809394 DESIGN & DRAFTI NG
SKIP AIR: Airconditioning installation, servicing, repairs. Free quotes. 5-star rated......0406 485187 BUILDER Extensions, maintenance, new homes, insurance, landscaping Lic199530... 0403 458177
SEA LION BUILDERS: All Building Works / Maintenance Lic #243734C ............ccccc. Ph 0407351720  MIRO HALFORD BUILDING DESIGN mirohalforddesign.com .............ccccewseeverrsssneee 0402 613638

VIDLER BUILT decks, extensions, bathrooms, kitchens, timber fencing Lic 304237c......0413 502281  HOLM STUDIO architectural drafting & planning services. holmstudio.com.au........... 0488 216555
0412251392  BUILDER very exp. All aspects: comm/residential + bthrm/ktchn renos Lic348357¢ ......0483 279644  LIGHT SPACE DESIGN Interiors + building design. lightspacedesign.com.au 0421276996

OCEANARC ARCHITECTS Reg. 6042 www.oceanarc.com.au........
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Service Directory
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ALL ASPECTS OF ASPHALT
& BITUMEN SERVICES

6677 1859

SERVICING THE EAST COAST OF

THE NSW NORTHERN RIVERS
Burringbar

 Coast ASth

admin@ecasphalt.com.au

MC2 RURAL Earthmoving, mulching, camphor/weeds, property maintenance............ 0427900701

TINY EARTHwonX

Philip Toovey
0409 799 909

various implements available for limited access projects

(¢) 360 EARTH

CONSCIOUS EARTHWORKS

« DRAINAGE DESIGN « DRIVEWAYS « PADS « WATERWAYS
« ALLASPECTS OF EARTHMOVING

Phone Zac: 0468 344939 www.360earth.com.au

5T Excavator & Skidsteer
8 Tonne Tipper

Drainage Consultation & Installation
Landscaping Install & Supply

Attachments:
Rock Grabber, Auger
350/450, Compactor

Retaining & Rockwalls
Bulk & Green Waste Removal

All Earthworks Requirements

==/
GAIA EARTHWORKS

FROM THE GROUND UP, WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED

BEN - 0499 985 555 License 479630C. Fully Insured.

NORTHERN RIVERS TRENCHING 65hp chain trencher, excavator, cable locating & tpr. 0402 716857
ANDREW FLANAGAN CONCRETING & EXCAVATION Lic 310498C .....cccccevrressvverrcssene 0401968173

COUGH/™RANN

EL_=E=CTRICANAL é

0439 624 945 AH 02 6680 4173

DOMESTIC ALL JOBS: SMALL
OR LARGE
Lic: 154293c

COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

'.
ELECTRIC EAST

Electricians ———

0467 412 232

€) Electric east electricians
©) Electric_east_electricians

JP ELECTRICAL All electrical. Level 2 ASP. Solar, data, TV, TV Antennas. Lic 133082C ....0432 289705
BEN FORSYTH, Electrician. Lic:240691C. Ocean Shores & surrounds. No job too small...0422 136408

JIM LABELLE ELECTRICAL 0.Shores, Mullum, Byron, Bruns. Lic 176417C............cccccu.r. 0415 126028
ATLEE ELECTRICAL Lennox/Ballina/Byron. All jobs Lic125138C.........cccocccercssscevrrssisiens 0499 456558
TOPAZ ELECTRICAL. Al electrical work. Reliable. Lic No. 461605C............cccceessserreee Ph 0421707380

BYRON & BEYOND FENCING. Any fence, any time, prompt quotes..... 0439 162 069 or 66802393
0432107262

EDL FENCING Installations & repairs. Prompt service.
FLOW FENCING Pool fencing, timber/colourbond, local, professional and reliable.......0416 424256
TOM’S FARM MAINTENANCE Fencing, orchards, cattle work. Experienced & reliable. 0412 860132

FLOOR SANDING & POLISHING

THE FLOOR SANDER New & old floors, decks, non-toxic finishes, special effects, free quotes..0407 821690

www.echo.net.au

ACREAGE
MOWING

0428856687
_Pladerunnerbyron@gmgil.gpm

110} ! ALY ‘f.‘;

MULLUM.MOWING@gmail.com. Ride-on, large lawns & acreage. Ph Peter................ 0423 756394
GUTTERS CLEANED Solar panel cleaning, all areas, free quotes, fully insured .66841778 or 0405 922839

A-Z Garden maintenance, acreage, gutters, rubbish removal, tip runs, top jobs .........ccc.... 0405 625697
LEAF ITTO US Tree care specialists & acreage mowing 0402 487213
TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVALS 4m trailer 0408210772

RICK'S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Mowing, brushcutting, gardening, hedging......... 0424 805660

GREEN DINGO for all your mowing and gardening needs. Ph Michael.......................... 0497 842442
BLADE RUNNER ACREAGE MOWING Local, reliable 0428 856687
BRUSH—CUTTING Whipersnip, clearing saw, light chain SaW..............ceueeeeemeeeeennns Rob 0455 587425
NORTHERN RIVERS SLASHING & LANDCARE..............cccooococcccrrcrrccene Call Keni on 0417 509299
GW MOWING Ride-on /acreage. Tip FURS ..........coceceescccsvvcnncssssscsnnsinnns (all George on 0408 244820

GROWING WELL gardens residential lawns, hedging and design. 20 years experience .0413 459545
THE GREEN WAVE: Eco property and garden Gare ...........oeeeeeeeeeesssssnseseeeeees (John) 0491 117656
COAST & COUNTRY Acreage mowing, prop. maintenance, prof. reliable service... Mike 0413 812582

ELGAS

IC,/F

Free Delivery
No Rental
Reliable

<

NS w

A VALLEY

<

www.brunswickvalleygas.com « 0408 760 609

Locally Owned
No Rental Fees

Servicing your area
Free Call: 1300 727 013
Email:swapabottle@bigpond.com

[ GUITERNG |

Gutter guard
Gutter cleaning
Locally owned
Fully insured
Free quotes

SPOTLESSGUTrERS

The Gutter Guard Specialists
Call Junior for friendly, genuine advice and service.
www.spotlessgutters.com.au
0405 922 839 or AH 6684 1778 ABN 94 239 089 086

HANDYPERSONS

HANDY ANDY Carpentry, plastering, Welding ......oo.ooooeecessessessemersersennens 66884324 or 0476 600956
AWESOME REPAIRS Professional, commercial & domestic. Wayne...........ooccoeeesesseesen. 0423218417
ABSOLUTE HANDYMAN Repairs, renovation, maintenance, painting. Call Mark.......... 0402 281638
A HANDY GUY All trades & small construction. Bruns, Ocean, SGB & Mullum............... 0411 858201
PFM HANDYWORKS Repairs, pressure cleaning, maintenance................c..... Call Aari 0484 729139

HOME MAINTENANCE Carpentry, painting, repairs, gardens, jet washing. Insured .....0434 705506
HIGHPOINT Repairs & handyman services. Painting, plastering & tiling ........ Michael 0421 896796

ALL CARPENTRY Doors & stairs, all repairs. Friendly, reliable. 20 years exp.................. 0437 202050
AW WOODWORK Furniture, kitchens, carpentry, handyman services. Call Adam........ 0455 813965
HANDYMAN 40 years experience in the building game. Call Paul.................oeuueeuvevnnnnns 0422 017072
ALL ASPECTS handyman and maintenance work. Free qUOLES. ..............cccooeeevereesecene 0413 289443
WM
ACUPUNCTURE & COSMETIC MEDICINE Dr Adam 0Sbome ...........ccccccceeeseverressneneens 66857366
MULLUMBIMBY HERBALS Naturopathic and herbal dispensary, consultations.............. 66843002
AYURVEDA, NATUROPATH, Herbs, Jacinta McEwen — Om Healing.........ccoocccccoervvvccne 0422 387370
MASSAGE THERAPIST Sports, remedial, Swedish, relaxation. ............... Contact Mark 0448 441194

DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE HYPNOTHERAPY

MOONLIGHT HYPNOTHERAPY QHHT, RTT for clarity, healing, insight, purpose. Teresa 0422 179941

LANDSCAPING

%ﬂfeffdﬂ iq

BYRON BAY

Swim Ponds, Landscaping,
Water Features, Earth Moving

0448 401 638 §j 6

GRACEWOOD
LANDSCAPES

Landscaping, Vegetation Control & Earthworks
® General Landscaping @ Vegetation Control
® Excavations & Civil Residential

Call Paul 0403 316 711 gracewoodlandscapes.com.au Lic 474317C

Attertfounrs

NOS
PH: 0490481607

LEMONTREELANDSCAPES.COM.AU Liam. Lic 277154C........cucvcvrrccssisimnsisnnnccssisnnnans 0423 700853

Brendan Duggan Locksmith. Automotive car keys and lock installation/repair .......0412 764148

Professional Painter/Decorator | &
*30+ Years Experience *Interior & Exterior
+Reasonable Prices X

Chris Foss

0451298 363 §jsplosh painting/decorating

HOUSEHOLD PAINTING inside/out. Northern Rivers - 10 years exp. ..

PEST CONTROL

45 sanctuary

pest & termite management
\_ » A Rentokil Company

Book our Termite Inspection & Pest Control package this winter and
receive 10% off. Protect your home and save money with this limited-
time offer! Contact us today to schedule your appointment.

Phone 02 6685 4490 - Email: service@sanctuarypest.com.au

BRUNSWICK BYRON PEST CONTROL

PHOTOGRAPHY

66842018

Tree Faerie Fotos

Professional « Commercial  Personal

30+ years experience in commercial
photography and photojournalism

www.treefaeriefotos.com 0417 427 518

PHYSIOTHERAPY

OCEAN SHORES PHYSIOTHERAPY Manual therapies, dry needling, custom orthotics,
shock wave therapy, real time ultrasound. Nigel Pitman 66803499
PELVIC FLOOR PHYSIOTHERAPY Bangalow Mon & Wed. Lisa Fitzpatrick.................... 0422 993141

PICTURE FRAMING

MULLUM PICTURE FRAMERS Studio located in 0ean SROFeS ...........eueeuuusuussmmmeennens 0403 734791
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S PLSTRRING | RUBBISH REMOVAL .
T Martino
PLASTERER, TRADE QUALIFIED repairs, renovations, cornices, quality assured. Kurt 0431015414  ocEAN SHORES SKIPS Mini SKIP SPLCIASLS v 0412161564 or 66841232
CAPE BYRON PLASTERING. Gyprock/Venetian. 27y exp free quotes lic + insured. 0402 538155 110 e piippicpionn w5 o 0408210772 TREE SERVICES
PLASTERING cornices, partition walls, water damage repairs etc Guaranteed quality 0413 338203 . , )
TIP RUNS & RUBBISH REMOVAL 7m” trailer. Prompt, reliable service...............ooovve.. 0413 289443 B B & B d
ron ba €yon
PLUMBERS BYRON SHIRE Rubbish and furniture removals. 0415139308 y Y Yy

0435 019 524

| SELFSTORAGE |
Ben The Plumber

S .. Mull bimby. O Sh I BYRON BAY SELF STORAGE 66858349

ervicing iviullumoimpy, Ocean ores,

% Brunswick Heads, Byron Bay & Surrounds ") SEPTIC SYSTEMS TREE CARE SPECIALISTS
Lic: 321191C 30 years’ experience == » , . e 4x4 truck with e Local e Reliable
< TRINE SOLUTIONS Local sewerage specialists. Plumbers, drainers & gas fitters. Lic 138031C. 0407 439805 19” chipper _ o (N o [METEe

Taking on work NOW! o Qualified gl ANEIE 28 .
0427 528 108 | benwilton74@icloud.com SOLAR INSTALLATION ealarborists QAo @ AL £O LLS’
e 120 kkkkk O B —
f Serving Northern NSW since 1998 Google reviews @’ 0402487 213

leafittous.com.au e kascha@leafittous.com.au

« CCTV camera and locators

unbloelt - - SUNBEAM SOLAR

PIPE CLEARING ¥ Electric eel
v 1.7t and 3m tipper truck

v Blocked drain specialist

Your local, qualified team
Specialists in standalone and grid interact system designs

17 Years Experience as an Arborist

Experienced crew ready to go.
local business with 30 years plumbing  « 12 month guarantee

experience and the latest technology. on most jobs 0428 320 262 sunbeamsolar.com.au Free Quotes ||"Sl|r3[| |Am3ﬂity Tree Pmniﬂg

Phone James 0429 888 683 Fully insured | 378040c team@sunbeamsolar.com.au H |EH Pu | NT Removals |[:h||]|]|llg ‘BlOCk Elearing
< Council DA Assistance if required

\,
MARK STRATTON All plumbing & emergency. Sewer drain camera/locator. Lic 57803C....0419 019035 TEI-E‘"SION SERVI(ES TR EE EAR Ca" Sam []456 []445[]2

BRAD EVELEIGH PLUMBING based in Ocean Shores, no job too small. Lic 257153C........0438 140075
DAVE SPARKES Plumber Byron based, call out $110 ind. first hour. Lic209669C............. 0418 167074

Drain clearing, inspections and repairs.
Reliable family owned and operated

DIGITAL ELECTRONICS REPAIR & SERVICE TV. Audio. Antennas........... 66843575 or 0414922786

INSTALL SERVICE: TV, Wi-Fi, AV, special pensioner/concession rate. ........... Damian 0414 741233

p—— TN
SHlRE REMOVALS & FRE'GHT co WALL & FLOOR TILER/WATERPROOFER/STONEMASON Lic 24418C. .......Ph Karl 0439 232434

H H AJ's TILING all aspects. Bathrooms, kitchens, walls, floors, waterproofing. Lic 239988C..0416 345202 _ .
From M'({lcyset’;?\?g?stg %gd'e Earth = Mill comes with crane, no other

. Freight services to Brisbane weekly TRANSPORTATION SERVICES by machines required

« Carriers of fine art « Furniture removal 0438 464 154 ° FullyInsured
« E-bay pick up & delivery

0 409 9 1 7 6 46 BY RO N (D:(I‘:(a):'.tte?’ g:r(:;; e BYRON TREE SERVICES AQF Level 5 consulting arborist, insured. Call Alex 0402 364852
BUS C©o

arrive@ byronbuscompany.com.au 0490 183 424
[Ei-k[E] ««Geta Quick Quote Now

: 3 Airport Transfers | Tours | Nights Out | Beach Walks
"% 0 [m]@:+: Events | Parties | Weddings | Corporate | Festivals
o

« Sustainable tree management

» Milling logs up to 1m wide & Im
long into posts, beams & slabs

LEAF ITTO US 4x4 truck/chipper + crane truck. Local, qualified, insured. Free quotes .......0402 487213
LOCAL TREE GUYS 15m crane truck. 18 inch chipper. Bobcat...............ccessessseenes Jason 0488 489159
OUT ON A LIMB TREE SERVICES Lucas Holland qualified arborist ...................c..... Luc 0402 191316

UPHOLSTERY

BANGALOW UPHOLSTERY Now at Billinudgel. Re-covering specialists......................neen. 66805255

CHOP PY CH OP TR E E S E R v’ CE S BYRON BAY VALUERS NSW & QLD registerd. Chartered Valuers............. 0431245460 or 66857010
MULLUMBIMB} __The Fully Insured Professionals

RELIABLE : = Stump Grinding = Bobcat = Cherrypicker VETERINARY SURGEONS
. = Crane Truck = 18" Chipper
e S | - —_————————————————————————— MULLUM VET CLINIC: Richard Gregory, Bec Wills, Heidi Jenal. After hours avail.............. 66843818
= ey = === Mark Linder Qualified Arborist
!1. NORTH COAST VETERINARY SERVICES Dr Lauren Archer 66840735

- Sydney - Gold Coast + Bfisbane * Melbourne % 0408 202 184
* North QId - Country - Interstate - LOCAL EEEREIERE R

02 6684 2198 queries@mullumbimbyremovals.com.au
BENNY CAN MOVE IT! 0402199999 3 SENTINEL TREE CARE The Water Filter Experts

EST 2011

RYAN'S MINI MOVES 0406657755 | QUALITY, PROFESSIONAL ADVICE

m & EXPERTISE YOU CAN TRUST for home, commercial
- /. Expert Pruning - Habitat Creation & Monitoring The and rural properties
RENDERING / SOLID PLASTERING 25 years experience. Free QUOtES.......... Ph John 0406 673176 | Cleaning & Removal of Palms - Tree Removal w 6680 8200
Ph or
N 0421435 620

0418 108 181

www.sentineltreecare.com.au Shop

FCR ROOF PAINTING Local, 12 yrs exp, best paints avail, 190x5-star reviews. Free quotes 0419 789600

WEB DESIGN SERVICES

NEED A WEBSITE? We build fast, affordable, tailored websites for your needs. Contact us today -

Serving from Ballina to Gold Coast.

- A Lifetime Warranty on Workmanship ! . .
- Double Satisfaction Checks ) PRUNING ~ REMOVALS ~ STUMP GRINDING info@websitesbywednesday.com.au | www.websiteshywednesday.com.au

- Spotless Work Sites, Every Time * 20 years local knowledge and experience * Fully insured / free quotes
* 19 inch chipper ¢ Bobcat ¢ Cherry picker * Crane truck

q % 2 4 .
admin@oceanbluepr.com.au y www.harttreeservices.com.au

0468 345742

www.oceanbluepr.com.au License # QBCC: 15327621 NSW: 381929C 04 2 7 3 4 7 3 80 WELDING & FABRICATION Structural, General, Repairs: Steel, Aluminium & Stainless ..0408 410545

WINDOW CLEANING AND REPAIRS

= Professional Tree Removal,

Ta I I OW \Lé Surgery & Maintenance

TREE SERVICES - Stump Grinding CLEAN VIEW Prompt, professional, insured. Phone David 0421 906460
B L U E S KY ROO F | N G N SW » Weed Control NO STREAKS ATTACHED Local, experienced, friendly, inSUred..............ooevserrsrrsres 0431398358
ALL AREAS OF = Arborist Reporting & Consultancy

Roof repairs Gutters THE NORTHERN RIVERS & - EWP Cherry Picker Hire m
SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND

Replacements Downpipes - Mulching of Green Waste

= 24 Hour Emergency Call-Out - int. Lifeti i
. 0450 659 114 Lic No. 304784C : 9 : y : SURFWAGON - Car/Home/Office tint. Lifetime Warranty. W/sale price............cccccuee. 0434 875009
- Professional, Reliable Service

SUNRISE window tinting, mobile Byron-+ N. Rivers. Cars, homes, offices, etc .............. 0412158478
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Property Insider

www.echo.net.au/echo-property

Big on design. Big on llfestyle. Big on communlnty

Palm Lake Resort Yamba Cove’s
award-winning Maclean home
design is big in every sense of the
word. Generous in scale, impressive
in design and created for sharing,
this exceptional residence also
made a big impression on the
Master Builders’ Association, receiv-
ing the award for Best Display Home
inits category last year.

At an expansive 303.38m?,
Maclean has been thoughtfully
designed for over-50s homeowners
who want the freedom of space
without compromising on style.

It provides room for all the extras
that make life enjoyable - whether
that means welcoming family and
friends for extended stays, creating
a dedicated home office, indulging
in a new hobby or simply enjoying
more space to relax.

A private sanctuary within the
resort

Upstairs, three bedrooms are
complemented by a spacious
multi-purpose room connecting the
second and third bedrooms - an
ideal retreat for visiting family or

grandchildren. The master suite

is a private sanctuary, featuring a
generous ensuite, walk-in robe and
delightfully private balcony.

Downstairs, entertaining takes
centre stage. An expansive island
bench anchors the beautifully
appointed kitchen, while a built-in
wine rack ensures there is always
something ready to share when
friends drop by. The light-filled
living spaces flow seamlessly to the
tiled alfresco area, creating effort-
less indoor-outdoor living perfectly
suited to Yamba’s enviable coastal
climate.

A state-of-the-art, rain-sensitive
Vergola roof and outdoor ceiling fan
provide year-round climate control,
while the well-sized courtyard
offers space for gardening, enter-
taining or simply giving a beloved
four-legged companion room to
enjoy the outdoors.

But perhaps the biggest luxury
of Maclean is what awaits beyond
the front door.

The Vantage Country Club
With just 78 homes, Palm Lake

Resort Yamba Cove is intention-
ally boutique - and that intimate
scale is helping create something
particularly special. A burgeoning
community is taking shape, where
neighbours quickly become famil-
iar faces and genuine friendships
can flourish.

Rather than feeling like one
homeowner among hundreds,
residents can enjoy being part of
a close-knit circle of like-minded
people at a similar stage of life.

There is time to stop for a conversa-

tion, meet for a coffee, share a
meal, enjoy activities together or

CaII us on 0403 713 658 $575 000

Phone: 07 5523 3431

View over 50 homes at www.mrpropertyservices.com.au
Email: enquiries@mrpropertyservices.com.au

Mobile: Heike Wilson 0403 713 658
Kelvin Price 0423 028 468

Raine:Horne.

simply know there is a friendly face
nearby.

At the heart of this growing
community is the Vantage Country
Club, providing a natural meeting
place where homeowners can
gather, exercise, relax and socialise.
From the magnesium swimming
pool and gym to creative spaces,
lounge areas and cocktail bar, there
are countless opportunities for
spontaneous catchups and shared
experiences.

It is this combination of an
award-winning home, an enviable
coastal location and an intimate

community of just 78 residences
that makes Yamba Cove so
distinctive.

The Maclean may be big on
space and architectural impact, but
ultimately, it is designed around
something even more important:
having the room, freedom and
friendships to enjoy the next chap-
ter of life exactly as you choose.

B Book a private inspection today
by calling 1800 960 946 or visit
palmlakeresort.com.au. The Sales
Information Centre is open seven
days a week at 2 Orion Drive, Yamba.

17 & 19 Stanley Street, Maclean
The Old Maclean Brewery - A Rare Piece of Maclean History

Just 20 mins to Yamba and 1 hour to Ballina Byron airport, the Old Maclean Brewery set
across two separate titles, is a remarkable heritage property with more than a century of
history. Established as the Clarence Brewery in 1881,brewing ceased in 1902, after which
the property became a dual residence and later a boarding house.

Today, the property retains many original heritage features, including high ceilings,
polished timber floors, wide verandahs, decorative cast-iron lacework and its distinctive
grand arched entrance. Adding to its uniqueness are eleven original underground
brewery cellars,offering a fascinating glimpse into the building’s brewing past.

Restored during the late 1970s and recognised by the National Trust of Australia,

The Old Clarence Brewery remains one of the Clarence Valley’s most significant

and recognisable heritage properties.

Located in central Maclean, it presents a rare opportunity to own a significant
piece of local history.

Contact Travis McConnell on 0407 450 007 to arrange an inspection.

Raine&Horne. |

Maclean | Yamba | lluka

02 6645 2222 | reception@myi.rh.com.au | rh.com.au/macleanyambailuka

www.echo.net.au

August 19,2026 The Byron Shire Echo 33



@ FIRST NATIONAL BYRON

Winter Has Been Anything But Quiet

The strongest indicator of any market isn’t speculation - it's successful sales.

First National Byron has sold 40+ properties over winter - our results reflect a market
that remains active, resilient and full of opportunity for well-positioned homes. Buyers are
engaged, quality properties across all price ranges - both residential and commercial are
changing hands, and exceptional outcomes continue to be achieved across the region.

TR W

RON BAY
LG

piiad, e i T
B - W
{3 e :
b

Bl R BN BEY
EWINGSDALE NEWRYBAR

BYRON BAY

MAIN ARM ROSEBANK BYRON BAY

@ FIRST NATIONAL BYRON

www.byronbayfn.com.au | sales@byronbayfn.com | 35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481 | 02 6685 8466
(£ ) Q
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OCEAN SHORES .

|

i i Fe

BYRON BAY MULLUMBIMBY

[

CHRIS HANLEY SU REYNOLDS HELEN HUNTLY-BARRATT LUKE ELWIN TARA TORKKOLA PAUL PRIOR OLIVER ALDRIDGE
02 6685 8466 0428 888 660 0412 332 232 0421 375 635 0423 519 698 0418 324 297 0421 171 499

’ \‘ X 4 4 .\ I ! J
= /l'.!f : : _ Want to know what your

JASMIN McCLYMONT SALLY GREEN SHARON McINNES RENEE SCHOFIELD ANNA GILHAM JANE JOHNSTON property is worth?

0434 029 668 0488 030 116 0408 659 649 0400 028 594 0402 128 355 0466 327 375 SEAN R

Backed by decades of combined experience, our team offers unrivalled local knowledge,

strategic marketing expertise and skilled negotiation. As the Northern Rivers’ number one agency

for many years, our database of buyers extends locally, nationally and internationally, connecting

more qualified buyers with more properties and consistently delivering outstanding results for our
clients. If you've been waiting for the right moment to sell, perhaps that moment is now.

@ FIRST NATIONAL BYRON

www.byronbayfn.com.au | sales@byronbayfn.com | 35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481 | 02 6685 8466
(£ ) Q
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23A GORDON STREET, BYRON BAY }

‘Coorabell Springs’
A Rare Hinterland Estate
of Extraordinary Beauty

o, =t w2 Gms
[)3.85AC

« Architect-designed, this single-level residence
showcases premium finishes and seamless
indoor-outdoor living

¢ Heated infinity-edge pool, landscaped gardens,
extensive bush regeneration and stunning views

¢ DA approval for a two-room artist’s studio, bathroom
and garage, offering outstanding flexibility

 Spring-fed dam, Coorabell Creek frontage and
abundant native wildlife, creating an private sanctuary
immersed in nature

EOI | Closing 27th August
OPEN | By Appointment

Stunning Serene Rainforest
Retreat - A Rare Northern
NSW Sanctuary

10 W11 Gm 8
[)7.9 HECTARES

* Breathtaking lifestyle and business opportunity

« Exceptional wellness retreat - a rare chance to
acquire a thriving, purpose-built business set within
a spectacular natural environment.

* Meticulously developed and owner-operated to
a high standard

» The curent owners offer fiexible sale options

PRICE | Contact Agent
OPEN | By Appointment

Private Luxurious Villa
- Moments from Byron’s
Beaches

o =1 ww2 &m1 £

» Boutique complex of only two freestanding villas
» Stunning Balinese-style villa offering resort style living

» Zoning allows for holiday letting year round or a
permanent home

» Covered alfresco patio and outdoor dining setting
» Heated, mineral pool with a sunken spa nook
e Secure compound villa with 100% privacy

« Private off street parking

PRICE | Contact Agent
OPEN | By Appointment

Classic Cottage in
Beachside Suffolk Park

s =1 w2 w1 £
() s82M2

o Light-filed, 3 bedroom coastal cottage

» Relaxed living, privacy and walk-to-everything
convenience

» Backing directly onto a tranquil nature reserve
* Generous pool framed by established greenery

« Flat 600-metre stroll to the sands of Tallow Beach
established greenery

PRICE | $1.95M - $2.1M
OPEN | Sat 22nd Aug 10 - 10:30am

Tara Torkkola
0423519 698

Sharon Mclnnes
0408 659 649

Paul Prior
0418 324 297

Su Reynolds
0428 888 660

i\ >
¥y
Anna Gilham
0402 128 355

=
A%y
Anna Gilham
0402 128 355

Su Reynolds
0428 888 660

@ FIRST NATIONAL BYRON

www.byronbayfn.com.au | sales@byronbayfn.com | 35 Fletcher St, Byron Bay NSW 2481 | 02 6685 8466

0 60
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SOCIAL MEDIA

CHRISTIE’S

Global Reach
Local Knowledge

REAL ESTATE
» OFFICES

COUNTRIES &
TERRITORIES. oo 4

‘ ©) e -
IT'S MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER = -
TO KNOW THE TRUE VALUE OF =
YOUR PROPERTY .

REAL ESTATE ()
AGENTS REACH

€

n today’s changing -marlk'et, an accurate and justifiable

property assessment matters more than ever.
== =

Whether you'’re considering selling, refinancing or your

‘property is already on the market, knowing its true value

is critical to'achieving the best possible outcome.

With over-adecade of real estate experience,
award-winning success, and a strong background in
financial‘servicés, €Class 1 Fully Licensed Agent Adrian
Howe combines local expertise with Christies International
Real Estate’s global réach to help property owners.-across
the Northern Rivers and Byron Bay make informed

“idecisions with econfidence.

0437 956 407
INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE ADRIAN HOWE

—— NEW SOUTH WALES ——

L 8. 6.8 & ¢

. You are more
than a real estate
agent, | have
sold multiple
properties in-my
life time, and never
had service like this
or an agent with your

knowledge ?

VERIFIED VENDOR

=]z m]

o 1

SCAN NOW FOR

adrian.howe@christiesrealestatensw.com.au
christiesrealestatensw.com.au

YOUR NO OBLIGATION
FREE ASSESSMENT

a brand like no other
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,, PalmLake Resort”

YAMBA COVE

8821
EEEEE

|

| ‘H

Display homes
Openfor gy
inspection &

sk i o i i

Designed for big lifestyles =~ =° = == @

Yamba Cove’s ‘Maclean’ home design is ‘big’ in every way. It’s literally large and
designed for sharing, while it also made a ‘Big’ impression on the master builders’
association, receiving the award for best display home in its category last year.

Palm Lake Resort Yamba Cove is a multi-award-winning destination for over-50s looking
for the next rich and rewarding chapter of their lives. With architectural flair, premium
finishes, and the world-class Vantage Country Club catering to all your wellness needs,
this welcoming community of just 78 homes is the pinnacle of luxury over-50s living

in the glorious town of Yamba, NSW. Beaches, sunshine and luxury homes.

To book a private inspection contact us on 1800 960 946.
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TARATORKKOLA H T ENTOURAGE

SALES

0423 519 698
tara@byronbayfn.com

Your bankisn't
on your side..

We are.

Scan to book a
home loan
consultation today

(f) @taratorkkolafirstnational

0411 757 425

(©) @taratorkkola_realestate . )
=1 tim@millerrealestate.com.au

www.byronbayfn.com.au

@ FIRST NATIONAL BYRON

Call today for an

obligation free chat LT
0418 123 393 /\\
PAUL PRIOR gl

SUBURD WINRNER
2023

SALES

0418 324 297
paulprior@byronbayfn.com

BYRON BAY AGENT OF THE YEAR 7 - entourage.com.au | (02) 6678 1751
Damien Smith T Office | 3/6 Jonson Street, Byron Bay NSW

Sales Director Ray White Byron Bay AL Australian Credit Licence 475676
it dnd

2) FIRST NATIONAL BYRON 5
@ RayWhite.  www.rwhyronbay.com

REAL ESTATE OF

@ DISTINCTION

Boutique, family-owned and proudly J

SHARON McINNES f A serving Byron Bay & beyond. FINANCE
SALES R IR . S
/ y Where personalised service isn’t just a 0
X 0?@(:)8 659b6hf9 & promise - it's our way of life. The s h | re,s Ioca I
sharon yronbayrn.com i 5
JANIS PERKINS finance expert
02 6680 8588 | 0438 841122
janis@reodbyron.com.au - Home Loans - Debt Consolidation
(® FIRST NATIONAL BYRON gLU‘,\-‘VUR\‘-’ Shop 9/15-19 Fletcher St, Byron Bay )
> www.reodbyron.com.au « Investment Loans « SMSF Lending
. First Home Buyers « Commercial Loans
. Car Loans - Development Funding

CONVEYANCING

BUYING and SELLING REAL ESTATE?
We are here to help

Russel Shaw
Finance Broker

russel@acceptancefinance.com.au

NP CONVEYANCING o
6685 7436 CONVEYANCING
PHONE FOR A QUOTE NSW & QLD Conveyancing, Leases, eomans e L
PERSONALISED APPOINTMENTS Business Sale & Purchase Australian Credit Licence Number 391715 Credit Representative Number 395628

IN BYRON BAY NOW

NOW OPERATING OUT OF CENTRAL OFFICE
IN POTTSVILLE Lic No 06000098

P: 02 6687 0548 | hello@bangalowconveyancing.com.au

. |
Conveyancing, Leases, Wills, Estates, Probate Conveyancing, Leases, Wills, Estates, Probate
bvk.com.au
—— vkalaw.com.au
LICITOR
VR VKA FEe
QUALITY LEGAL ADVICE View open for inspection
in and around Byron Bay VAN KEMPEN & ASSOCIATES listings online:
o 02 6680 8522 Ocean Shores Tweed Heads www.echo.net.au/ofi
ease pass on a huge thank you to Adam.
02 6680 2888 07 5599 4456

Your office has been amazing to deal with as always.” ﬁ F
o . E£A
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iPad 8 £ SE2nd Gen ¥ s 3rd Gen
10.2" $299 10.2" $359 From $259 From $349

L<

iPhone 12 iPhone 13 iPhone 14 iPhone 15
From $398 From $649 L. 'L From $849

|

15 Plus
From $948

iPhone 16 v 5 ' 16 Pro Max

From $1129 / From $1549
12 Month Warranty - Trade In’s Welcome!
02 6685 5585 1/ 130 Jonson Street Byron Bay devicetrader.com.au

CELEBRATING 1" Years In Byron!

GR W YOUR OW

MULLUM FARMERS MARKET
<> FRIDRY SEPT ATH
8.30-11AM

' FARMERS MARKET -
EVERY FRIDAY 7AM-11AM

SEE LOCAL SGIIOOI.S SHOWCASE THEIR
KITCHEN GARDENS BY CREATING THEIR
VERY OWNN HOMEGROWN LUNCHBOX
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‘We live in a world where
one person’s truth is built on
another person’s lie” - Kerry
O’Brien

EEENE
Victory for South Africa’s Wild
Coast is being celebrated
after South Africa’s Consti-
tutional Court ruled against
Shell’s plans for offshore
seismic exploration along
the Wild Coast, ending
a five-year legal battle.
Coastal communities, fisher
people, and environmental
defenders had challenged
the project over concerns
about its potential impact
on marine ecosystems,
livelihoods, and culturally
important areas. The deci-
sion is being welcomed as
a major victory for com-
munities seeking to protect
the region from fossil-fuel
exploration and its envi-
ronmental consequences.
Help fight to hold polluters
accountable. Sign the peti-
tion: https://act.gp/4cboimm
Protect people. Protect
nature. Make polluters pay.

EEENE
Dog owners are being
reminded to keep their dogs
leashed around beaches,
lakes and rivers as deadly H5
bird flu spreads among wild
birds in Australia.

EEENE
‘Heterosexual culture is
the gayest culture. - Luke
Bateman

EEENE
SBS reported that Liberal
frontbencher and opposition
spokesperson for housing
and homelessness, Andrew
Bragg, said he’d reduce the
building code down from
2,000 pages to 80 if he was
elected. When asked by ABC
Radio National ‘whether his
policy means low-income
earners should just accept
living in substandard

During the Mungo Panel, ‘Journalism Now’, Mungo’s partner, Jenny Garrett (far right),
stood to mention that the revered political commentator had quit the press gallery in
1988 and quickly escaped to Byron Shire when he saw that in the new Parliament House
lobbyists had been allocated the same space as the press gallery. Canberra’s loss, The
Echo’s gain. Photo Jeff ‘Mango’ Dawson

housing’, he replied ‘yes, 55 kilometres per year, an per year up until 1990." -
definitely’. This followed increase over the 15km www.sciencefocus.com.
comments by his Liberal
colleague Tim Wilson who
suggested in some cases
that Australians could put ‘a
jumper on in winter.’ Perhaps
politicians should be taking
awage cut so the rest of us
don’t have to live in sub-
standard housing!

EEEN
The Northern Rivers Rail
Trail, that unfortunately
hasn’t been built in Byron
Shire, is winning gold
awards for tourism disability
inclusion. If you want to see

Native Plant Nursery

the rail trail locally you can ,XJ’ .
sign the support petitionat: ~ [*~& & Gift Store
https://northernriversrail- Right in the heart of Mullumbimby!
trailsupporters.org.au.

EEEN Discover a beautiful range of Native Plants
‘Earth’s poles are moving. Native Botanicals, Books, Candles, Bush Foods,
This magnetic reversal of Jewe"ery, Local Art, 0i|s, Incense, Gifts,
the North and South Pole Indoor Plants, Handmade Felt and much more
has happened 171times in . .
the past 71 million years. 59A Burringbar St, Mullumbimby
We’re overdue aflip. It could Down the laneway next to Rock and Roll Cafe
come soon, as the North misstree.com.au 0448974421

Pole is moving at around

Invest well, invest
wisely

True wealth is built through staying invested, doing the work upfront
and structuring your portfolio to manage risk.

Ord Minnett brings more than 150 years of heritage to help you
navigate complexity with confidence. Let your next chapter be
guided by experience, not chance.

Start a conversation with one of our private wealth advisers today.

Jake Blumberg on 0412 285 029 or jblumberg@ords.com.au,
Sam La Cava on 0413 717 528 or slacava@ords.com.au

ORD MINNETT

'WEALTH MANAGEMENT INVESTMENT ADVICE CORPORATE FINANCE

Ord Minnett Limited ABN 86 002 733 048, AFS Licence Number 237121. Terms and conditions are here: ords.com.
au/legal/terms-and-conditions

www.echo.net.au
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