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D’Angelo plays at Mojo Thursday & Saturday
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LIFTOUT!

THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE
GETTING TO BLUESFEST EACH YEAR
IS GETTING A BABYSITTER…
No-one wants to commit to looking after
your kid when they’re shooting for a ticket to
the biggest show in town. I’d ask my teenagers,
but they’ve already been planning on going for
the last six months. Of course I could bring my
six-year-old, but then I won’t be able to squeeze
up front in a sea of sweaty flesh and become
part of that wonderful joyous organism called a
Bluesfest audience. This year is probably one of
my favourite programs. The lineup is so diverse
it jumps well beyond the moniker of blues and
roots. This year, it’s blues and roots and gospel
and vegas and rap and indie pop and avantgarde and indigenous… The inclusion this year
of the Boomerang Festival encapsulated
within the event creates a wonderful
Babooshka effect… The smaller
festival within the Festival… a
global indigenous arts and
cultural festival curated with
the passionate fervour and
genius of Rhoda Roberts.
Roberts has fulfilled her
vision this year to broaden
the festival-goer experience,
creating a quiet place
to sit and learn basket
weaving, learn
traditional dance at a
dance workshop or
get goosebumps
listening to the
wisdom of
Archie Roach in
conversation
with Craig
Pilkington and
Nancy Bates.
Then there’s the
music… Monday
showcases the
genius of Brian
Wilson – onstage
playing an extended set
with an 11-piece band playing Pet
Sounds, the album that has been
called the second-greatest album
of all time. That’s incredible.
Plus, my friend Clare is playing
cello – she’s going to be one
of the 11 pieces! It’s not every
day one of your friends gets

to play with the Beach Boys! I am not going to
miss that one! And the Residents! I saw them 30
years ago when they were skinny boys in black
skivvies wearing giant eyeballs on their heads.
Sure, I was full to the brim on LSD, but I think
that gig altered my brain. I could see the music.
In fact, I think I could taste it. Fortunately back
then they neither random drug tested, nor did
I drive; this year, I’ll be a middle-aged woman
having consumed only her two standard glasses
of Cab Sav, topped up on fishoil and probiotics,
revisiting a favourite experience, and perhaps
having a brand-new one. (That fishoil really
comes on strong in a mosh pit.) Of course I love
The Cat Empire. Who doesn’t? Even people who
don’t dance end up dancing. The shrill thrill of
that trumpet just pierces through resistance,
and before you know it you’re a lather of sweat
jumping to the beat. The Cat Empire are a fully
guaranteed blast of serotonin. A night with
them and you feel good for weeks! And the
Blues Brothers band? Well, who doesn’t want to
be part of their six-decade mission from God?
I have to see The Blind Boys… ever since the
first time I saw them, probably 25 years ago,
I’ve never failed to be overcome by the spirit
of their show, the unbridled joy that comes
about in the harmony of their unison. I never
thought I’d be clapping along enthusiastically
to If I Had a Hammer infected with the joy of
Jesus! Such is the power of great gospel! It
just floods you with love, even when you’re a
hard-hearted atheist. So that show is a definite
Yes. But these are people I’ve seen before. This
year, alongside the beloved Bluesfest acts who
return every few years, people such as Taj Mahal
and Eugene Hideaway Bridges there are also a
plethora of acts making their Bluesfest debut.
Acts such as Melissa Etheridge, whom I had the
pleasure of interviewing late last year. Etheridge
brings more to her shows than just the music;
she brings the passion of her activism, her
clear-sightedness and her moral and creative
fearlessness. The innovator held responsible for
Brit pop – Noel Gallagher, in solo mode with his
outfit High Flying Birds. And Rhiannon Giddens,
with a voice so remarkable that when I played
her CD in the car I couldn’t get out until it was
finished. There’s the chilled grooves of UB40,
the five-times Grammy winner Kendrick Lamar,
and of course Tom Jones. How can you not want
to be part of the Jones experience? That man
knows how to deliver a show! It’s not unusual,
it’s Bluesfest 2016.
– Mandy Nolan, Echo entertainment editor
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Mandy Nolan’s Bluesfest picks

GROUND
MACA’S CAMPING
• Natural bush setting
• Hot showers, kitchen & laundry
• Part of the Bluesfest experience
with camping/shuttle packages
at $45 per person per night
• Campfires allowed
Upper Main Arm 12km from Mullumbimby
6684 5211 macascampingground@gmail.com

www.macascampingground.com

ROCK OF AGES
TATTOO PARLOUR

Allen Stone
With three albums under
his belt, singer/songwriter
Allen Stone proves himself
deeply devoted to making
uncompromisingly soulful
music that transcends all pop
convention. He is, without
a doubt, one of the most
breathtaking soul artists in
the world today. Drawing
inspiration from musical heroes
including Stevie Wonder, Stone
gracefully blends everything
from edgy soul-pop and earthy
folk-rock to throwback R&B
and Parliament-inspired funk.
He has performed on the likes
of The Late Show with David
Letterman, graced the pages of
the New York Times, performed
with Macklemore, landed a
gig as the opening act for soul
legend Al Green, and this Easter
weekend Stone plays Bluesfest.
Saturday and Sunday at
Crossroads stage
Monday at Jambalaya stage

3/60 Ballina St
Lennox Head
ph: 02 66875872
instagram: @rockofageslennoxhead

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE MOST DAYS
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Archie Roach
A Bundjalung/Gunditjmara
man, Archie Roach OAM is one
of Australia’s beloved, respected
and admired singer/songwriters
with a voice and sensibility
that is this country’s most
important songline. A venerable
and dignified performer, he
captured the hearts and minds
of a nation in 1990 with Charcoal
Lane and the landmark song
Took the Children Away. Now,
celebrating the 25th anniversary
of Charcoal Lane, which includes
the original album remastered
plus newly recorded versions
of Charcoal Lane material
by Paul Kelly and Courtney
Barnett, Briggs, Gurrumul and
Dewayne Everett-Smith, Dan
Sultan and Emma Donovan and
others, plus 1990 Triple J ‘Live
at the Wireless’ recordings, he
has made a triumphant return
from incredible adversity and
personal pain, bold enough to
come back to the stage and the

Allen Stone

Brian Wilson

Archie Roach

Blind Boy Paxton

spotlight and tell us what he
has learned. Charcoal Lane won
two ARIA awards, gold status in
Australia, was acclaimed in US
Rolling Stone’s Top 50 Albums
for 1992, and entered into
the National Film and Sound
Archive’s (NFSA) prestigious
Sounds of Australia register.
Looking back, it may mean
more that Archie’s truthful song
and the humanity that made
Paul Kelly and Steve Connolly
want to produce this first album
was honoured with a Human
Rights Award. This was a first
in Australia. Archie humbly
came to understand the special
power of music to make people
listen, think and feel so very
deeply. The secret beating heart
of Archie Roach’s music is the
connection to his country and
people. Archie’s voice, with a
tremor like broken moonlight,
washes in across the southern
ocean. Influenced by gospel,
jazz and especially the soulful
American singers such as Sam
Cooke and Nat King Cole, he
was early inspired as a child by a
Hank Williams song and which,
Archie says, made him pick up
a guitar and in time become a
songwriter. Archie’s songs bring
audiences together to think of
the hurt we cause one another
but also the forgiveness that
heals and lets us rise above it all.
Friday at Crossroads stage

Ash Grunwald
With unparalleled creativity and
an unbridled spirit of diversity,
Ash Grunwald has pushed
the boundaries of traditional
blues, reggae and every genre
between, developing a unique
brand of Grunwaldian fusion.
His accolades include ARIA
wins and nominations, MBAS
Blues Performer of the Year 2003
award, AIR Best Independent
Blues and Roots Album, LA
Critics Award (US) and, in 2009,
he garnered a prestigious APRA
songwriting award for Blues &
Roots Song of the Year. And this

ain’t for nought; it’s all because
of his blistering live sets at
sell-out shows throughout the
world.
Sunday at Jambalaya
Monday at Crossroads

Brian Wilson
‘The inimitable musical genius
Brian Wilson comes to Bluesfest
this year performing Pet Sounds
plus his greatest hits in an
extended set featuring an
11-piece band including original
Beach Boys member Al Jardine
and long-term member Blondie
Chaplin (and my talented
friend Clare Yerbury on cello!).
Pet Sounds was the groundbreaking psychedelic rock
album that featured Wouldn’t
It Be Nice, Sloop John B, and
God Only Knows – the song
that Sir Paul McCartney called
‘the most beautiful song ever
written’. Rolling Stone declared it
as the Second Greatest Album
of All Time (second only to
The Beatles’ Sgt Pepper’s Lonely
Hearts Club Band – is the album
that turned the industry on its
head, broke all the rules and
changed rock’n’roll history,
influencing greats including The
Beatles, The Who, Radiohead,
Elton John, REM and many
more. Twenty-fifteen has
marked a triumphant return for
Brian Wilson with a brand-new
solo release No Pier Pressure,
proving his talents continue
all these years later. Wilson is
sure to deliver an unforgettable
Bluesfest moment.
One show only – Monday at
the Mojo

Blind Boy Paxton
This young blues musician and
vocalist making his Bluesfest
debut in 2016 sings and plays
banjo, guitar, piano, fiddle,
harmonica, Cajun accordion,
and the bones (percussion).
Jerron ‘Blind Boy’ Paxton’s sound
is influenced by the likes of
Fats Waller and ‘Blind’ Lemon

Jefferson. His musical influences
are mainly rooted in the early
blues from the 1920s and 30s.
Jerron’s family, originally from
Louisiana, moved to LA in the
50s, where he grew up before
moving to New York City in
2007, where he currently resides.
Paxton has an eerie ability
to transform traditional jazz,
blues, folk, and country into
the here and now, and make it
real. In addition, he mesmerises
audiences with his humour and
storytelling.
Thursday, Friday, Saturday,
Sunday, Monday at Juke Joint

Brotherhood
of Blues
Brotherhood of the Blues is
all about heart and soul. Their
friendship with each other
and their passion for the blues
provide an amazing insight into
the life of a person living with a
disability and sharing their story
through songwriting, music
and performance. The band is
fronted by three talented young
Aboriginal men with various
disabilities such as cerebral
palsy and autism. Luke Murray,
John Cieslak and Zac Paden
started writing songs together
as part of a music program held
at RED Inc, a Lismore-based
disability support provider.
The Brotherhood of the Blues
feature powerful and inspired
vocals over a killer rhythm
section featuring Harley
Bodenham (guitar) and Vincent
Bashford (drums) with keyboard
and backing vocals performed
by renowned music industry
veteran Taya Oxley. The band’s
tastes are drawn from hip-hop
and soul through to Delta blues
and beyond, therefore they
have an inspired and eclectic
sound. The Brotherhood of the
Blues will be sharing their story
and their love of the blues with
you this Easter.
Friday and Saturday at
Juke Joint

Byron Shire Echo archives: www.echo.net.au/byron-echo
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SPOTTED COW

BISTRO

Victory Hotel Mooball
GREATY Saturday Nights
FAMILE! $18 Fresh Variety Buffet
V EN U
6–8pm

All you can eat

$10 Special Lunch
Wednesday–Saturday only

Takeaway Menu
Pre-order available

Ph: 6677 1202 or 0422 019 832
OPENING TIMES
Wed– Sat Lunch: 12–2pm • Dinner: 6–8pm
Sunday: 12–5pm

Chain

ngs etc.
Pre-book functions, private events, meeti

COURTESY BUS AVAILABLE (conditions apply)

VARIETY VALUE
Variety products at value prices

EASTER MEANS BLUESFEST!
• Ponchos $2.00
• Air Beds
– Single Double Queen
• Tarps asstd sizes
• Picnic Rugs w w/proof back
– $14.99
• iPhone & Samsung cables
• Powerbank
– charge for the festival

Cold War Kids

Next to IGA in Sunrise

34 Tweed Coast Road
Cabarita Beach

6685 5998

6676 4015

EASTER
EAS

MADNESS
SS

WEDNESDAY 23RD, 5PM
M

KIDS MEA

AT CLUB LENNOX
MONSTER SEAFOOD
RAFFLE
W

IN

IN
GOOD FRIDAY 25TH, 5PM

BIG RAFFLE DRAW

rOB CSOKAS - LIVE MUSIC!

GOOD FRIDAY 25TH, 8PM

SUNDAY 27TH, 4PM

WIN OVER
$250 OF
CAMPING
GEAR

M
LS $8 WITH FREE ICE CREA

WIN

Since the late sixties and early
seventies, Chain has steadfastly
remained the most influential
blues/rock band in Australia.
Veterans of Bluesfest, Chain
return for the sixth time in 2016
as they sit poised on the cusp
of their half-century landmark
since first forming in 1968.
The only blues band to have a
number one song Black ’n’ Blue,
and a number two Judgement
on the Australian charts, they
also proudly hold the prime
distinction of probably the
longest permanently released
album in Australian rock
history. Toward the Blues has
been released since 1971 and
has attained double gold
album status. Together with
singer Matt Taylor’s number
one I Remember When I Was
Young, their achievements have
assured them an honoured
place in rock history. Chain’s
latest album Sweet Honey retains
the earthiness of the 70s while
encompassing the insights
and musicality generated
from a lifetime of experience
in the blues genre. With four
decades of recordings and live
performances under their belt,
Chain are an entertainment
experience not to be missed.
Thursday and Friday at
Juke Joint

Shop 7–8, 8 Bayshore Drive

MONSTER EASTER
M
EGG RAFFLE W

Chain

RICH VOCALS, ACOUSTIC
FINGER-STYLE
GUITAR AND
HARMONICA

mus

RESTAURANT OPEN WEDS-SUN
FOR LUNCH & DINNER

FREE WIFI | COURTESY BUS | AIR CONDITIONED THROUGHOUT
yourclublennox | clublennox.com.au | P: 02 6687 4313
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Hard-working and enduring
indie rock and blues rock
Californians, Cold War Kids are
10 years into their impressive
career reaping sky-high praise
from a mid-2000s blogosphere
then growing wings as a live
show juggernaut. They’re selling
out tours on the back of the
release of their fifth album Hold
My Home and continue to gain
fans worldwide.
Citing influences including
The Smiths, Tom Waits and
Radiohead, and made up of
two former Modest Mouse
members, Cold War Kids
are loved for their musical
craftsmanship, spontaneous
punk rock locomotive live
shows, and enduring cool factor.
Thursday at Crossroads

Con Brio
Known for their fiery live shows,
Con Brio is a living, evolving
testament to the power of soul.

Fronted by the phenomenal
Ziek McCarter, an enigmatic
showman whose stage presence
calls to mind the charisma of a
young Michael Jackson or James
Brown. Based in San Francisco,
Con Brio have a relentless drive
for experimentation, for pushing
their technical ability higher and
for reaching beyond the familiar.
Thursday at Crossroads stage,
Friday and Sunday at Delta
stage and Saturday at Mojo

D’Angelo
Winner of the Grammy for Best
R&B Song Really Love and Best
R&B Album for Black Messiah,
D’Angelo makes his Bluesfest
debut this Easter. Michael
D’Angelo Archer was born in
Richmond, Virginia, the son of a
Pentecostal minister. He began
teaching himself piano as a
very young child and, at age
18, he won the amateur talent
competition at Harlem’s Apollo
Theatre three weeks in a row.
In 1991, he signed a publishing
deal with EMI. D’Angelo’s first
major success came in 1994 as
a writer/producer, helming the
single U Will Know on the Jason’s
Lyric soundtrack; that helped
lead to the success of his debut
solo album, 1995’s Brown Sugar,
which went on to sell more than
two million copies. With the title
track Lady, the album continued
to soar on the charts, defining
D’Angelo as one of the founding
fathers and leading lights of the
neo-soul movement of the midto-late 90s, along with artists
such as Erykah Badu, Lauryn Hill
and Maxwell. After more than
a decade-long hiatus, D’Angelo
returned in December 2014 with
his latest and 2016 Grammynominated album Black Messiah,
which debuted at number five
in its first week of release on
the Billboard 200 charts and
received critical acclaim.
Thursday and Saturday at
Mojo

Digging Roots
Canadian group Digging Roots
bring their eclectic blend of
folk-rock, pop, blues and hiphop to the Bluesfest stage for
the first time this year. Formed
in 2004 and three short years
later awarded the Canadian
Aboriginal Music for Best Group,
their first album Seeds was
nominated for Aboriginal Album
of the Year at the Juno Awards in

Cold War Kids
2007, an honour they attained in
2010 for their subsequent album
We Are. Their latest offering
For the Light was inspired by
their travels, firmly inhabiting
roots and blues with a nomadic
wanderlust; confidently
exploring other terrains from
the inner cities, the backroads
and all the places between. The
husband-and-wife songwriting
team Raven Kanatakta and
ShoShona Kish have written and
produced a collection of love
songs that reflects a maturing

sense of storytelling.
Thursday at Delta stage
Friday at Juke Joint

Dustin Thomas
Big hair, big smiles, and a
whole lot of love. That’s how
you’d describe wild-hearted
globetrotter Dustin Thomas,
making waves worldwide with
his infectious and captivating
blend of beat-box/soul folk.
Armed with a voice, a guitar

THURSDAY PROGRAM
START
TIME

MOJO

22.45
20.45
19.00
17.30
16.00
15.50

KENDRICK LAMAR 75 min
D'ANGELO 90 min
KAMASI WASHINGTON 75 min
HIATUS KAIYOTE 60 min
FANTASTIC NEGRITO 60 min
WELCOME TO COUNTRY 10 min

START
TIME

CROSSROADS

22.00
20.30
18.45
17.15
16.00
START
TIME

23.00
21.00
19.30
17.30
16.00
START
TIME

TEDESCHI TRUCKS BAND 120 min
COLD WAR KIDS 60 min
TWEEDY 75 min
CON BRIO 60 min
HARTS 45 min

JAMBALAYA

THE WAILERS PRESENT EXODUS 60 min
THE WORD 90 min
JANIVA MAGNESS 60 min
LUKAS NELSON & PROMISE OF THE REAL 90 min
THE BROS. LANDRETH 60 min

DELTA

23.00
21.30
20.00
18.30
17.15
16.00

SONGHOY BLUES 60 min
RHIANNON GIDDENS 60 min
EMMA DONOVAN & THE PUTBACKS 60 min
KALEO 60 min
LORD HURON 45 min
DIGGING ROOTS 45 min

START
TIME

JUKE JOINT

22.30
21.00
19.45
18.30
17.15
16.00

LUCKY PETERSON 90 min
EUGENE 'HIDEAWAY' BRIDGES 60 min
CHAIN 45 min
STEVE SMYTH 45 min
BLIND BOY PAXTON 45 min
MARSHALL OKELL 45 min

Program correct at time of going to print but subject to change without notice.
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Elle King

Eugene Hideaway Bridges

Frazey Ford
between. He has a huge voice
and great guitar skills to match,
delivering blues music laced
with soul, funk, gospel and rock.

and universal anthems of faith,
love, and war, this young artist
continues to inspire hearts
around the world on his mission
of music, joy, and peace.

influences into a sound that’s all
her own.

Friday at Delta stage
Sunday at Juke Joint

Eugene Hideaway
Bridges
Frazey Ford

Elle King
If you’re not already familiar
with Elle King you soon will
be. The sassy musician who
loves both banjos and hobos
has just been nominated for
two 2016 Grammy Awards for
Best Rock Song and Best Rock
Performance for her hit Ex’s &
Oh’s. Elle King’s musical style
encompasses country, soul,
folk, rock, and blues. Born in
Ohio and raised in Brooklyn, Elle
retains her roots in a style that
blends those worlds of both grit
and mid-western charm. She
ties her old soul and rock’n’roll

Friday at Mojo stage
Saturday at Delta stage

Thursday at Juke Joint
Friday at Delta stage

Eugene ‘Hideaway’ Bridges
returns to Australia with his
brand-new album Hold On
a Little Bit Longer, already
nominated for two WC Handy
awards. Eugene’s tour also
marks his fiftieth anniversary
as a performer – and his eighth
year at Bluesfest. This seasoned
muso started playing at the
age of three with his father,
bluesman Hideaway Slim. Born
in New Orleans, Eugene is a
nomadic musician living his
life on the road travelling from
America through Europe, to
Australia with many other stops

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au

Founding member of critically
acclaimed group The Be Good
Tanyas, Canadian singer/
songwriter Frazey Ford brings
her smooth, opulent and electric
voice to Bluesfest this March.
Friday at Delta stage
Saturday at Juke Joint

Grace Potter
The multi-platinum-selling,
Grammy award-winning multiinstrumentalist Grace Potter has
collaborated and performed
with serious players in music

Grace Potter
including The Rolling Stones,
Kenny Chesney, Gov’t Mule,
The Avett Brothers, Wayne
Coyne of The Flaming Lips, and
Nick Oliveri of Queens of the
StoneAge. The blues/country/
pop/rock star brought the
house down at Bluesfest two
years ago, earning her a swarm
of new fans with her highenergy performance, powerful
vocals, and inspired original
songs that twist, turn and
unapologetically rock. Grace
Potter’s epic musical journey
reaches a new milestone with
the arrival of her solo debut
Midnight, heralded as ‘surprising,
revelatory and wildly original’,
packed with infectious, strong,
sassy, and smart songs such as
Alive Tonight, Empty Heart and
Look What We’ve Become.
Friday at Mojo stage
Saturday at Jambalaya
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Handmade from
the world’s finest
tone woods!
See us at
the Valiant
Music stall.

www.grovesguitarsaustralia.com

BYRON BAY

CAMPING & DISPOSALS

OPEN 7 DAYS

90 Jonson St Byron Bay [next to woolies] T: 6685 8085
theteam@Byron-Camping.com.au facebook/ByronBay Camping

YOUR BLUESFEST
CAMPING
NEEDSschool*
supporters
of the cape
byron steiner
* proudALL

THE

ROCK & ROLL
COFFEE COMPANY
COFFEE & Pan-Asian specialists

Open all
Easter/Bluesfest
weekend
Fri-Sat-Sun-Mon
from 7:30am
Also open
for dinner
Wed-Thu-Fri
from 5pm
3/55 Burringbar St
Mullumbimby
Ph: 6684 4224

Harts

Graham Nash

Hiatus Kaiyote

A pivotal and founding
member of one of the UK’s
most successful pop groups,
The Hollies, and now of
supergroup Crosby, Stills and
Nash, Graham Nash’s rich vocals
and harmonies have shaped a
generation of folk, country and
pop music. In a career spanning
more than fifty years, Nash has
explored and created a diverse
catalogue covering pop, rock,
folk, jazz, blues, psychedelia and
progressive rock – all layered
with his complex and delicate
vocal arrangements that
ultimately carved the signature
sounds for The Hollies and
Crosby, Stills and Nash.

This year Australian future soul
band Hiatus Kaiyote makes
their Bluesfest debut. In a short
time this quartet has embarked
on an odyssey that began in
bohemian Melbourne and has
taken them to the Grammy
Awards and beyond. This
year alone they have toured
19 countries and performed
around 160 shows. They have
also been nominated for a 2015
ARIA Award for Best Urban
Album of the Year. There is lightheartedness in everything they
do including playfully dubbing
their transcendent hybrid of
jazz, psychedelia, soul, R&B,
funk, hip-hop, electronica and
worldbeat ‘multi-dimensional,
polyrhythmic gangster shit’.

Nash’s passionate voice
continues to be heard in
support of peace, social and
environmental justice. The No
Nukes/Musicians United for
Safe Energy (MUSE) concerts
he organised with Jackson
Browne and Bonnie Raitt in 1979
remain seminal benefit events.
In 2011, Nash was instrumental
in bringing MUSE back to the
forefront with a concert to
benefit Japan disaster relief
and groups promoting nonnuclear energy worldwide. In
September 2013, Nash released
his long-awaited autobiography
Wild Tales, which delivers an
engrossing, no-holds-barred look
back at his remarkable career.
His new studio album This Path
Tonight will be released this year.
Friday at Crossroads
Sunday at Mojo

Harts
Often labelled as ‘a one-man
musicmaking machine’, Darren
Hart, better known as Harts, is a
musician, singer/songwriter, multiinstrumentalist, composer and
music producer from Melbourne
who will be making his Bluesfest
debut as a duo with his drummer
in tow. Harts has become
known for his Jimi Hendrix-like
guitar playing and unique blend
of funk, pop, rock and soul
music, which has earned him
praise worldwide. Most notably
from iconic music legend Prince,
who flew Harts out to his Paisley
Park Studios in Minneapolis USA
to meet and play with him in
2014 saying, ‘He reminds me of
how I was at that age’.
Thursday at Crossroads
Saturday at Mojo
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Thursday and Saturday Mojo

Hussy Hicks
Since forming Hussy Hicks in
2006, Julz Parker and Leesa
Gentz have forged their own
very unique stamp on the
Australian music scene. With
influences drawn from blues
and country, and from their
travels, combining a distinctly
Australian roots edge with
European Gypsy guitar, Arabic
rhythms and optimistic social
commentaries. These previous
winners of the 2010 Bluesfest
Busking Competition have gone
on to tour internationally.
Friday at Juke Joint
Sunday at Delta

Jackson Browne
For the first time in ten years,
singer/songwriter Jackson
Browne returns to Bluesfest!
In a career spanning more
than 45 years, he has released
nineteen albums: 11 Top 40,
four platinum, three multiplatinum, and two gold. His
classic 1977 Running on Empty
is seven times platinum. His
new studio album, Standing in
the Breach, is a collection of ten
songs, at turns deeply personal
and political, exploring love,
hope, and defiance in the face
of the advancing uncertainties
of modern life. Beyond his
music, Browne is known for
his advocacy on behalf of the
environment, human rights, and
arts education. He was inducted
into the Songwriters’ Hall of
Fame in 2007, and the Rock and

Hussy Hicks

Jackson Browne

FRIDAY PROGRAM
START
TIME

22.30
20.30
18.30
17.00
15.30
14.00
12.45
START
TIME

21.45
20.00
18.15
16.45
15.15
13.45
12.00
START
TIME

23.00
21.30
20.00
18.30
17.00
15.30
14.00
START
TIME

MOJO

THE NATIONAL 90 min
CITY AND COLOUR 90 min
NAHKO & MEDICINE FOR THE PEOPLE 90 min
GRACE POTTER 60 min
ELLE KING 60 min
LORD HURON 60 min
KALEO 45 min

CROSSROADS

THE MICK FLEETWOOD BLUES BAND 90 min
ST. PAUL & THE BROKEN BONES 75 min
TWEEDY 75 min
GRAHAM NASH 60 min
ARCHIE ROACH 60 min
EAST JOURNEY 60 min
ARAKWAL OPENING CEREMONY 30 min

JAMBALAYA

THE WAILERS PRESENT UPRISING 60 min
PLAYING FOR CHANGE BAND 60 min
STEVE EARLE & THE DUKES 60 min
BLACKBERRY SMOKE 60 min
THE WORD 60 min
SONGHOY BLUES 60 min
LUKAS NELSON & PROMISE OF THE REAL 60 min

DELTA

22.30
21.00
19.30
18.00
16.30
15.00
13.30
12.00

TEX PERKINS & THE APE 60 min
CON BRIO 60 min
RHIANNON GIDDENS 60 min
SHOOGLENIFTY 60 min
THE BROS. LANDRETH 60 min
FRAZEY FORD 60 min
EUGENE 'HIDEAWAY' BRIDGES 60 min
DUSTIN THOMAS 60 min

START
TIME

JUKE JOINT

23.00
CHAIN 60 min
21.00
LUCKY PETERSON 90 min
19.30
BLIND BOY PAXTON 60 min
18.30
BROTHERHOOD OF THE BLUES 30 min
16.00 ABC GOLD COAST FM NATIONAL BROADCAST 120 min
14.30
MOJO JUJU 60 min
13.15
DIGGING ROOTS 45 min
12.00
HUSSY HICKS 45 min
Program correct at time of going to print but subject to change without notice.
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Meet Mick Fleetwood
Interview by Mandy Nolan
Having to interview Mick Fleetwood was
a bit nerve-wracking. The stories that
surround the man are bigger than the man
himself. And he’s something like six foot
six. He lives in remarkable health in Maui,
seemingly impervious to the years on the
road and of wine, women and song. And
massive amounts of cocaine. In his book he
admits to snorting what is the equivalent to
a line of coke 11 kilometres long. That would
be like snorting all the way from my house
to Brunswick Heads!
Mick Fleetwood made rock’n’roll forged in
the same furnace that made Keith Richards.
To this day Fleetwood continues to live his
life his way, oblivious to his fame. This is not
a man who would ever go unnoticed.
‘I don’t have a problem with being famous
or whatever, and the whole of Fleetwood
Mac are like that. For me I guess it’s because
of the name and because I am six foot six.
I am not looking to hide. I love meeting
people and saying hello.’

So with decades on the road, how has
touring changed?
‘Well I guess you could say it’s slightly more

Touring is touring and the only difference
now would be that it’s not one big party;
when you have time off it’s walking around
the park!
I keep fit, I get up and I am not hungover,
or very rarely, and you are actually more
connected to life and to time and your family!
In the old days you were very much more
into your own thing, and the lifestyle was
part of what got out of control. That part is
different, playing and touring is playing and
touring, the traveling is as tiring, I don’t think
it’s any more of a challenge but we have a
few years on us – we always travelled as well
as you can travel, which alleviates some of
the pain – especially on a nice private jet;
it certainly helps that you are not lugging
around gear!’
So how do the band pick up after a year or
so on different projects?
‘We have muscle memory. If you leave it for
two years and you don’t rehearse it starts
to get a little slack, but we will probably
rehearse a couple of days and go and do the
same show as the one we have just done.
But when we get ready to go on the next

When it comes to playing, Mick likens it to
getting back in that favourite car.
‘A good description is when you have a
friendly great old car sitting in the garage
that happens to be an old thoroughbred in
some form; you know what you know and
you are who you are and, believe me, I go
oh shit we haven’t played as a band in three
years, and you go in rehearsal and it’s all still
intact. We have been doing it so long, and
the backdrop is the music and we play how
we play and we just are still there!’

We have kangaroos,
parrots, farm animals
and a barista.
MAC
ACADAMI
A
CADAMIA
T H E

 C A S T L E 

2 mins from the Lennox Head
H d exit
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ff the
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M
• 6687 8432
www.macadamiacastle.com.au

For Bluesfest Vito and Fleetwood are
joined by Lenny Castellanos on bass, and
Mark Johnston on keys.
‘We have a lot of fun. The band is a shit-hot
little unit; it’s definitely a blues band. We are
our own personage. On a selfish aspect Rick
is a huge advocate of early Fleetwood Mac,
particularly the Peter Green years, when
were were a fully fledged blues based band,
so we have fun cherry-picking some of the
old stuff back in the day. I love doing that
Rattlesnake Shake and lots of Elmore James
stuff. Rick is a fantastic slide player; having
said that it’s fair to say that Rick is the guy
out front, he has his own identity which is
brought into the mix; we have a lot of fun.
That’s what we do. For me it’s back to my
roots as a blues player!’

Lingerie · Fashion
Jewellery · Stockings

‘‘Always the Latest”
Open 7 days · 7 Park St, Brunswick Heads · 6685 1307

AFSL#342627

With Mick on drums, the Mick Fleetwood
Blues Band features Rick Vito up front. This
veteran bluesman and former Fleetwood
Mac vocalist and lead guitarist will add his
personal touch while staying true to the
early stylings of Peter Green.

sedate, it’s not one big party! We were well
known for our antics on the road. There
are the legendary Fleetwood Mac stories;
we were wild and crazy and happy to have
survived all that, and those stories are
synonymous with that. We don’t spend too
much time regurgitating that though.

major new Fleetwood Mac tour, we rehearse
with all the production – full rehearsal for
three months. We have never spent less
than six weeks – we normally like to have a
little more than two months to perfect the
show, and to kick the cobwebs, and to get
back in the saddle!’

Friday and Saturday at Crossroads

Money Matters...

Clare Yerbury

Thursday and Saturday
at Jambalaya Sunday at
Delta Monday at Juke Joint

Irish is a true entertainer who
is known for her gripping live
shows. She is the storyteller
who will grasp your attention
and who will bring you on
an incredible and emotional
journey, as well as the comedian
with a joie de vivre who’ll have
you laughing from the very
beginning until long after the
end of her show.
Saturday at Delta stage
Monday at Crossroads

Irish Mythen

Kamasi
Washington

After being the hit of Woodford
Folk Festival this year, Irish
Mythen makes her Bluesfest

Jazz composer, performer,
band leader, pianist, drummer
and saxophonist Kamasi

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au

Thursday and Saturday
at Mojo stage

1300 261 090

¥€$

Byron Foreign
Exchange

www.atlascurrency.com.au

UP TO 80% OFF

SALE

MENS AND WOMENS LABELS including: Bassike, Lost & Found,
Belstaff, Jac + Jack, IRO, Camilla, Rundholz, Odd Molly,
MM6 by Margiela, Golden Goose, Free People, H.T.C., Hunky Dory,
Barbara í Gongini, American Vintage
DENIMS including: Goldsign, J brand, AG Denim, IRO, Citizens of Humanity and more...
PLUS: homewares, accessories and footwear

5 DAYS ONLY

FRIDAY 25 TO TUESDAY 29 MARCH

9am–4pm each day or until sold out
NEWRYBAR COMMUNITY HALL, Old Paciﬁc Highway, Newrybar.
Opposite Harvest Cafe
BYRON BAY

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
Enquiries at either of our stores
ISLAND LUXE
62 BYRON STREET, BANGALOW, 02 6687 1605
ISLAND LUXE TRIBE
1/11 MARVELL STREET, BYRON BAY, 02 6680 9600

NEWRYBAR

PACIFI
C HWY

With 25 Blues Music Award
nominations and six wins over an
illustrious career spanning eleven
albums, Magness is among the
premier blues and R&B singers
in the world today. Her voice
possesses an earthy, raw honesty
born from her life experience.
She is also a charismatic
performer known for her
electrifying live shows. Having
just released her eleventh studio
album Original, a beautifully puttogether album spanning blues,
rock and soul, Magness delivers
the most powerful and intimate
album of her career.

02 6685 7787
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Janiva Magness

Washington comes to Bluesfest
this year. His latest album The
Epic is a 172-minute triple-disc
masterpiece that is both written
and conducted by Washington
and fuses elements of jazz,
soul, classical, hip-hop and
even gospel. The Epic includes a
32-piece orchestra, a 20-person
choir, and 17 songs overlaid with
a compositional score written by
Washington. The album peaked
at number five on the US
Billboard Jazz Chart, number six
on the US Billboard Heatseekers
Chart and The New York Times
gave the number one spot
on their Best Albums of 2015
list. Pulsing underneath is his
otherworldly ten-piece band
The Next Step. Each member is
individually regarded as among
the best young musicians on
the planet – including bassist
Thundercat, and his brother,
drummer Ronald Bruner Jr,
bassist Miles Mosley, drummer
Tony Austin, keyboard
player Brandon Coleman,
pianist Cameron Graves, and
trombonist Ryan Porter. Patrice
Quinn’s ethereal vocals round
out the ensemble.

Bluesfest brings incredible
opportunities to our local musicians
with Mullumbimby-based cellist
Clare Yerbury being invited to play
on Pet Sounds – songs from the
album that was declared the second
greatest album of all time! Gigs
don’t get much bigger than this!

Rd

Lane

HARVEST
CAFE

kle

Sunday at Crossroads stage

debut. This 2015 (Canadian)
East Coast Music Association
winner, known for her equally
powerful and beautiful music,
was born and raised in Wexford
County, Ireland, and now calls
Canada home. Irish Mythen has
travelled the globe and worked
with a host of world-renowned
artists such as Tom Paxton, The
Dubliners and The Pogues. She
shared stages with Emmylou
Harris, Gordon Lightfoot, and
Peter Yarrow, to name but a few.

Kamasi Washington

oo

Roll Hall of Fame in 2004 by
Bruce Springsteen, who said to
Browne of The Eagles ‘You wrote
the songs they wished they had
written’.

Irish Mythen

Br

Janiva Magness

* International Money Transfers
* Rates & Fees Better Than The Banks
* Global Travel Cards
* Foreign Exchange

SALE

BALLINA
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Kendrick Lamar

Kendrick Lamar
Platinum-selling Grammywinning rapper Kendrick
Lamar is one of the rare artists
who has achieved critical and
commercial success while
earning the respect and support
of those who inspired him. A
native of Compton, California,
Lamar originally rapped as K
Dot and released a series of
mixtapes under that name.
Youngest Head Nigga in Charge
(2003), issued when he was
only 16 years old, caught the
attention of CEO Anthony ‘Top
Dawg’ Tiffith, who immediately
signed a young Lamar to his
label Top Dawg Entertainment.
Training Day (2005) and C4
(2009) also preceded his
decision to go by his birthname.
The latter was issued the same
year he became part of Black
Hippy – beside fellow Top Dawg
artists Ab-Soul, Jay Rock, and
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Schoolboy Q – a group whose
members, for the most part,
appeared on one another’s
mixtapes and albums. Overly
Dedicated (2010) was the first
Kendrick Lamar mixtape and
fared well enough to enter
Billboard’s R&B/Hip-Hop
Albums chart that October. His
first official album, Section.80
(2011), was released as a digital
download the following year
and entered the Billboard 200
at number 113. By that point in
his career Lamar’s reputation
had been strengthened through
guest appearances on dozens of
tracks, and he had the support
of veteran West Coast stars as
well. During a 2011 concert, Dr
Dre and Snoop Dogg dubbed
him The New King of the West
Coast, a notion Dre endorsed
more significantly by signing
Lamar to the Aftermath label.
Lamar went on to reveal
himself as an exceptional
storyteller capable of making
compelling concept albums.
When the nominees for the 56th
Annual Grammy Awards were
announced, Lamar was listed
in seven categories, including
Best New Artist and Album of
the Year. Lamar remained active
during 2013–2014, with touring
as well as being sought after
for several guest appearances
by industry heavyweights
worldwide. It was to be his
album To Pimp a Butterfly that
took out best rap album and
Alright that took out Song of the
Year, Best Rap Performance and
Best Rap Song!
Thursday at Mojo

Lucky Peterson
Here for his Bluesfest debut,
blues New Yorker, guitar
maestro Lucky Peterson is set to
amaze. With 18 solo albums to
his name, Buffalo-born Peterson
released his first record in 1969
when he was just five years old
– discovered by blues legend
Willie Dixon! His debut hit was
1-2-3-4, a James Brown cover
of Please-Please-Please. The
Blues Music Award nominee,
vocalist, pianist, guitarist,
French horn player and gun
on the Hammond organ fuses
contemporary blues, soul,
R&B, gospel and rock’n’roll,
blowing audiences away with
his energetic quirky live shows
on a continued rigorous world
tour. Best known for his hit
records Lucky Strikes! and Triple
Play, he is a peer of legends,

Lucky Peterson

SATURDAY PROGRAM
START
TIME

22.00
20.15
18.15
16.30
15.00
13.30
12.00
START
TIME

22.00
20.00
18.15
16.45
15.00
13.30
12.00
START
TIME

MOJO

D'ANGELO 120 min
HIATUS KAIYOTE 70 min
KAMASI WASHINGTON 90 min
THE DECEMBERISTS 75 min
EAGLES OF DEATH METAL 60 min
CON BRIO 60 min
HARTS 60 min

CROSSROADS

JOE BONAMASSA 120 min
TEDESCHI TRUCKS BAND 90 min
THE MICK FLEETWOOD BLUES BAND 75 min
VINTAGE TROUBLE 60 min
ST. PAUL & THE BROKEN BONES 75 min
ALLEN STONE 60 min
THE MASTERSONS 60 min

JAMBALAYA

23.00
21.00
19.30
18.00
16.30
15.00
13.30
12.00

THE WAILERS PRESENT SURVIVAL 60 min
NAHKO & MEDICINE FOR THE PEOPLE 90 min
PLAYING FOR CHANGE BAND 60 min
STEVE EARLE & THE DUKES 60 min
GRACE POTTER 60 min
BLACKBERRY SMOKE 60 min
JANIVA MAGNESS 60 min
EMMA DONOVAN & THE PUTBACKS 60 min

START
TIME

DELTA

22.30
20.30
19.00
17.30
16.00
14.30
13.15
12.00

THE WORD 90 min
LUKAS NELSON & PROMISE OF THE REAL 90 min
ELLE KING 60 min
MIKE LOVE 60 min
FANTASTIC NEGRITO 60 min
KALEO 60 min
THE BROS. LANDRETH 45 min
IRISH MYTHEN 60 min

START
TIME

JUKE JOINT

22.20
20.50
19.00
17.30
16.30
15.00
13.30
12.00

LUCKY PETERSON 90 min
JEFF MARTIN (THE TEA PARTY) 60 min
THE RESIDENTS PRESENT SHADOWLAND 80 min
FRAZEY FORD 60 min
BROTHERHOOD OF THE BLUES 30 min
PIERCE BROTHERS 60 min
STEVE SMYTH 60 min
RAW EARTH 60 min

Program correct at time of going to print but subject to change without notice.
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Loving the Kaleo diet
Interview by Mandy Nolan
Bluesfest festival director Peter Noble
discovered Kaleo on a recent trip to their
home country Iceland and couldn’t wait to
introduce the four-piece band to Bluesfest
audiences.

Nashville, a place JJ believes is the perfect
melting pot for recording artists.

JJ is the principal songwriter for the Icelandic
group who blend folk, blues, country and
rock to create a dreamy layered sound.

‘We are fond of Nashville. It’s a special
place and it’s certainly changed from
being the country place. That is still there
but now there is a focus on all kinds of
music. Everything is there. We recorded at
Blackbird Studios, which is one of the best
studios in the world.’

However, don’t think Bjork. Kaleo couldn’t
be farther away.

The process of taking a song from concept
to playlist is something that intrigues JJ.

‘We’re not anywhere close to that sound. I
am inspired by old American music – blues
music. My music probably has a more
American sound, although we do add our
sound to the mix.’

‘I write the music, and then we kind of jam
it out. It’s quite different for each song but
it usually starts with my bringing the music,
and then you have to find the right sounds;
you have to treat each song differently.
You always are wondering how to make a
song the best it can be. You have to let go.
It’s a hard thing listening to a mix; it’s like
standing in front of your fears and judging
yourself. Sometimes you know exactly what
you want and sometimes you don’t. You
have to have the courage – that’s the most
important thing – to admit if something
doesn’t work, or take a different direction.’

So if they had to box their sound in a genre,
where would Kaleo sit?
‘I don’t try to limit myself to genres. If you
do come to the show or listen to the album
we’ll be releasing this summer you will hear
that we vary from country or folk all the way
to some rock’n’roll,’ says JJ.
Most recently the band recorded in
having performed with Mavis
Staples, Etta James, Bobby ‘Blue’
Bland and Little Milton, and has
headlined Buddy Guy’s Legends,
Chicago, famously known as the
premier blues club in the world.
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
at Juke Joint

Lukas Nelson
& Promise of
the Real
Another act making their
Australian debut this Easter is
Luka Nelson & Promise of the
Real, performing their blend
of ‘cowboy hippie surf rock’.
In 2015 the band, alongside
Lukas’s brother Micah Nelson,
became Canadian musician
Neil Young’s backing band on
his thirty-sixth studio album,
The Monsanto Years (June 2015),
and its accompanying tour. The
Monsanto Years debuted in the
Billboard Charts at #21 and on
the Australian ARIA Albums
Charts at #23. Lukas Nelson &
Promise of the Real have also
played with the likes of John
Fogerty, Bob Weir, BB King and
Bob Dylan. Lukas first picked up
the guitar at age 11 to honour a
promise he made to his father,
legendary country musician
Willie Nelson.

So what should newbies to the music
of Kaleo expect for their Bluesfest
performance?
‘A dynamic show. Like I said, we don’t limit
ourselves to one genre, and we like to have
the show energetic. Most of all we like to
connect with the audience!’
Kaleo play Bluesfest every day –
Thursday and Saturday on Delta stage
and Friday at Mojo and Monday at
Juke Joint.

Bluesfest welcomes Marshall
O’Kell to his home stage. Rock,
mojo-blues and roots, O’Kell
offers up a deep, raw, honest,
dirty blues sound that grabs you
by the throat and then soothes
you with a sweet, honey-tasting
musical medicine. With three
albums released over 10 years,
Marshall has spent the majority
of his musical career on the road
with his continuous string of
live performances crafting him
into a rousing, foot-stomping
mojo-bluesman like no other.
Named Marshall Dawson O’Kell,
the ‘Marshall’ coming from Jimi
Hendrix’s middle name and the
‘Dawson’ from Johnny Winters,
a Texan albino slide shredder.
Groomed on Hendrix, Winters,
Little Feat, Muddy Waters and
AC/DC, his journey was set
forth before he ever had a
choice, a victim of rock’n’roll
circumstance. His current band
of musicians hail from the NSW
north coast and bring with them
a blistering level of addictive,
heart- and mind-altering

Thursday at Juke Joint
Monday at Jambalaya stage

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au

www.macadamiacastle.com.au
www.macadamiacastle.com.au

‘I have been writing songs from an early age,
the foundation of the band is me and David
the drummer and Benny. We were in school
together since 14 or 15; we started jamming
and playing together since 18, and have
been playing together for seven years. We
evolved together and I think how we came
about is an important part of the band’s
story. It’s why we play together so well.’

musical energy that leaves you
crazy for more.

Marshall O’Kell
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Kaleo’s strength is that they have musically
evolved together. You can hear it when they
play. That quiet understanding that exists
between players who know how to move
from being individuals to a tight unit.

Marshall O’Kell

Thursday, Friday
and Monday at
Jambalaya,
Saturday and
Sunday at Delta

 C A S T L E 

Melissa Etheridge
One of the long-awaited
Bluesfest debuts for 2016 is
iconic rocker, singer/songwriter
Melissa Etheridge. An Academy
Award- and Grammy-winning
artist, Etheridge will take the
stage to perform songs from
her new album This is M.E., as
well as some of her greatest hits
such as Come to My Window,
I’m the Only One, Bring Me
Some Water, Like the Way I
Do and I Want to Come Over.
Known for her iconic raspy,
smoky vocals, profound lyrics
and riveting stage presence,
Melissa will share personal
stories about her remarkable
journey through life and the
inspiration behind some of
her most beloved songs. Since
Melissa Etheridge stormed
onto the American rock scene
in 1988 with the release of her
critically acclaimed self-titled
debut album, she has been
nominated for 17 Grammys
and won two, as well as an
Academy Award for Best
Original Song for I Need to Wake
Up from Al Gore’s renowned
documentary An Inconvenient
Truth. Etheridge even has her
own star on the Hollywood
Boulevard Walk of Fame
among her many accolades.
Melissa carved and led
a niche in modern rock
through her honest and
courageous approach to

songwriting and performance.
Early in her recording career,
Etheridge acknowledged her
sexual orientation when it was
considered less than prudent
to do so. It gave way not only
to the world embracing both
Melissa and her music, but
being an ally and champion
for the LGBT community. Not
only a blues rock megastar,
songwriting hit maker, and
phenomenal guitarist, but
tireless advocate for human
rights and social change, Melissa
Etheridge is a force of change
and an enduring talent.
Sunday at Crossroads

Mike Love
Born and raised in Oahu, Hawaii,
Mike Love brings a multitude
of influences to the table, all
tied together by the common
goal of making the world a
better place. In his debut album
The Change I’m Seeking, Love
harkens the legends of roots
reggae in both his lyrics and
his sound, fusing the simple
rhythms of classic reggae with
the complex changes of classical
and rock music to come up
with a style wholly unique to
him. Mike will be bringing his
inspiring show, complete with
loop pedals and incredible
layered sounds, along with
material from his new album
Love Will Find a Way to Bluesfest.
Prepare to be inspired.
Saturday at Jambalaya
Sunday at Juke Joint
Monday at Delta stage

NOW OFFERING
OUR PATRONS
A RAW FOOD MENU…
SEE YOU AT THE BLUES
www.gingernecktar.com.au • 6680
0 9433

The Byron Shire Echo March 23, 2016 43

10

Noel Gallagher

Noel Gallagher’s
High Flying Birds

• Up to 50% OFF Merrell and
Ecco shoes and sandals
• Skechers Go Flex slip-ons as
seen on TV
• New season’s crocs slip-ons,
sandals and thongs
• Stylish Frankie 4 sandals
and shoes now in store
(podiatrist and
physiotherapist designed)
• Winter boots also now
in store
Shop 2A/6 Jonson St Byron Bay
(across the road from The Beach Hotel)
Open 9.30am–5.30pm 7 days. Ph: 6685 6713
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Sir George Martin called him
‘the finest songwriter of his
generation’. Noel Gallagher’s
personal influence on the brit/
indie rock world is so great
that the term Noel Rock was
coined to describe the music of
artists who were influenced by
him – such as Kula Shaker and
Cast. The principal songwriter,
lead guitarist and vocalist
for megaband Oasis, Noel
Gallagher is responsible for one
of the biggest singles of all time
with Wonderwall. Regarded as
the spearhead of the britpop
movement, Oasis, known for
hit-making genius that nods to
The Beatles, sold more than 85
million albums; all seven studio
albums reached number one
in the UK, are multi-platinum,
and produced 23 Top 10 singles.
The ubiquitous Wonderwall was
named the number one song
in Triple J’s recent birthday Top
100 countdown. Noel released
two smash albums in the
2011 multi-platinum self-titled
album featuring opuses such as
Everybody’s on the Run, If I Had a
Gun, Dream On and AKA… What
a Life!, and Chasing Yesterday,
with followup hits Riverman
and The Heat of Moment have
reached gold inside of six
months of release. Both albums
went number one in the UK
and Ireland, and reached the
Top 10 in at least five other
countries. His solo sound, and
the new album, extends far
beyond what people expect
from Noel and his eponymous
Oasis sound; it experiments with
horns, psychedelia and even
space jazz. Yes, space jazz. Noel
Gallagher and His High Flying
Birds have racked up 12 award
nominations and won an NME
Award and two Q Awards in
just four years. Find out why at
Bluesfest.
Sunday at Mojo stage

Rhiannon Giddens
One of the brightest rising
stars in music today, Rhiannon
Giddens indisputably stole
the show at the T Bone
Burnett-curated Another Day,
Another Time concert at New
York City’s Town Hall in 2013.
The Grammy Award-winning
former lead singer of AfricanAmerican folk interpreters

Rhiannon Giddens
Carolina Chocolate Drops,
having stepped out on her
own, brought the star-studded
audience to its feet with her
elegant bearing, prodigious
voice, and fierce spirit. On her
solo debut Tomorrow Is My
Turn, Giddens delivers striking
renditions of Dolly Parton’s
Don’t Let It Trouble Your Mind,
and Hank Cochran’s She’s Got
You, popularised by Patsy Cline.
The album incorporates gospel,
jazz, blues, and country, plus a
hint of proto-rock’n’roll. Giddens
displays an emotional range
to match her dazzling vocal
prowess throughout.
Thursday and Friday at Delta

Shakey Graves
Alejandro Rose-Garcia, known
as Shakey Graves, also makes
his Bluesfest debut this year,
right on the back of his new
album And the War Came. With
a voice likened to early Kings of
Leon, the Texan one-man band
delivers powerful, absorbing
performances accompanying
himself on guitar and a
handmade kick drum built out
of an old suitcase.
Sunday, Monday, Jambalaya

Taj Mahal – solo
Famous for nearly
singlehandedly reshaping
the definition and scope of
the blues, via the infusion
of exotic sounds from the
Caribbean, Africa and South
Pacific, the two-time Grammywinning singer/songwriter,
film composer, guitarist and
multi-instrumentalist from
Massachusetts has been writing
and performing for more than
fifty years. Yes! The genius of Taj
Mahal returns to Australia to
perform solo and unplugged
for the first time in more than
20 years! For those who don’t
know, or need gentle reminding
of, Taj Mahal’s five-star blues
pedigree, he formed the Rising
Sons, a six-piece outfit that
included guitarist Ry Cooder.
The band opened for numerous
high-profile touring artists of
the 60s, including Otis Redding,
The Temptations and Martha
and the Vandellas. Around the
same time, Taj also mingled
with various blues legends,
including Howlin’ Wolf, Muddy
Waters, Junior Wells, Buddy Guy,
Lightnin’ Hopkins and Sleepy
John Estes. Renowned as an

Shakey Graves

Taj Mahal

SUNDAY PROGRAM
START
TIME

22.30
20.45
18.45
17.15
15.45
14.15
12.45
START
TIME

MOJO

NOEL GALLAGHER'S HIGH FLYING BIRDS 90 min
THE DECEMBERISTS 75 min
THE CAT EMPIRE 90 min
MODEST MOUSE 60 min
BLACKBERRY SMOKE 60 min
HOUNDMOUTH 60 min
JEFF MARTIN (THE TEA PARTY) 60 min

CROSSROADS

21.45
19.45
17.45
16.15
14.45
13.15

UB40 FEAT. ALI CAMPBELL, ASTRO & MICKEY VIRTUE 120 min
MELISSA ETHERIDGE 90 min
JACKSON BROWNE 90 min
THE BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA 60 min
GRAHAM NASH 60 min
THE BROS. LANDRETH 60 min

START
TIME

JAMBALAYA

22.45
20.55
18.45
17.15
15.45
14.30
13.15
12.00

NATHANIEL RATELIFF & THE NIGHT SWEATS 75 min
THE SELECTER 80 min
THE WAILERS PRESENT LEGEND 100 min
TAJ MAHAL 60 min
SHAKEY GRAVES 60 min
ASH GRUNWALD 45 min
KIM CHURCHILL 45 min
SAHARA BECK 45 min

START
TIME

DELTA

23.00
21.00
19.30
18.00
16.30
15.00
13.30
12.00

ALLEN STONE 60 min
JANIVA MAGNESS 90 min
FANTASTIC NEGRITO 60 min
LUKAS NELSON & PROMISE OF THE REAL 60 min
SHOOGLENIFTY 60 min
THE WORD 60 min
CON BRIO 60 min
HUSSY HICKS 60 min

START
TIME

JUKE JOINT

22.50
21.00
19.30
17.45
16.15
14.45
13.15
12.00

RAW EARTH 70 min
THE RESIDENTS PRESENT SHADOWLAND 80 min
MOJO JUJU 60 min
MIKE LOVE 75 min
BLIND BOY PAXTON 60 min
WARDS XPRESS 60 min
DUSTIN THOMAS 60 min
GRIZZLEE TRAIN 2015 BUSKING COMP. WINNER 45 min

Program correct at time of going to print but subject to change without notice.
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Fantastic Mr Negrito
Interview by Mandy Nolan
Having blown up at SXSW, impressing
industry and fans alike, Fantastic Negrito
is an exciting and poignant artist not only
creating quality, stirring R&B and blues
music, but living and standing for the heart
of the blues: the desperate, urgent, struggle
crafted into raw, honest music.

‘I don’t think that was three near-deaths,
it was three rebirths, three different
awakenings that helped to fixate and shape
my life philosophically and spiritually.

As the largely unnoticed middle child
in a very large family, no-one was more
surprised by his talent and subsequent
success than Xavier Dphrepaulezz
(Fantastic Negrito) himself!
‘I was the eighth of 14 kids who grew up in
one house,’ laughs Xavier, ‘I didn’t think I got
enough attention! I was an exhibitionist and
I didn’t know I had talent. I did a talent show
when I was 17. I didn’t know if I had musical
talent, but I embarked on a musical path!’
Turns out he did have musical talent. And
certainly a lot more than his fair share.
‘I realised I had an aptitude for instruments,
and I was singing and playing and then,
four years after I started, I got signed up to a
multimillion-dollar record deal!’
Pretty impressive for someone who didn’t
pick up an instrument until 17! Xavier, aka
Fantastic Negrito, attributes his songwriting
talent to the intuitive way he came to music
in the first place.
‘I could write songs really easily – that
was my saving grace. I was not a
technically great player, but I could write.
Now I don’t want to learn how to do it
(‘technically right’); I just love just doing it.

industry, affected by early failings to reach
stardom, and three (yes, three!) near-death
experiences including a car accident that
put him in a coma and severely damaged
his body. After lengthy rehabilitation and
self-reflection, the cynicism that comes
from struggle made room for the hope that
comes from cheating death. And Fantastic
Negrito was born.

It was something that was given to me by
whatever is out there. I 100 per cent believe
for me that it works for me…’
Connection to the universe is key for Negrito.
‘For me it’s all inspiration. When I was writing
this latest album that I have released, Last
Days of Oakland, I was travelling around the
country supporting my EP and I would look
at the cities in the US, then I felt things and
they inspired me – to me it felt like the last
days of Oakland. When you are inspired it’s
better than any drug!’
So what is the creative process for Xavier?
‘I don’t really try and push anything. It’s
organic, I want it to happen, I want to
ride it, I never want to try. When I try it’s
terrible, every aspect. It’s about balance and
learning. Everyone can be flawed. It’s about
using your flaws and trying to make it right.’
Dphrepaulezz got caught up in the
streets and the dark side of the music

‘What I came to was that it’s all an illusion,
what you have every day, that is a gift and
the power you have every day is the power
of yourself, and that realisation can move
mountains. What I learned was that this is a
gift, so make the right choices, and gratitude
is everything! Wanting everything is a life of
misery; be happy, man! You are here!
‘We all have choices. The beauty, the most
difficult thing in the world is being a human
being,’ says Xavier. ‘Human beings really,
really have the power of the story; I always
say I am just as screwed up as anyone else, I
just do something with it!’
So what should people be expecting for a
show with Fantastic Negrito?

Sunday at Jambalaya
Monday at Crossroads

Tex Perkins
and The Ape
Bluesfest is excited about the
return of an Australian rock
legend and another Byron Bay
local, The Cruel Sea’s Tex Perkins.
An Australian supergroup
like no other, led by Tex, and
featuring Raul Sanchez (Magic
Dirt) on guitar, Gus Agars (The
Dark Horses/The Gin Club)
on drums and vocals, style
king Pat Bourke (Dallas Crane)

Enjoing the north coast perspective?
Get your fix anywhere anytime! Check out The Echo online.

netdaily.net.au

‘I like to tell people it’s church without the
religion! That’s my job and in this society
it’s part of this culture and this world that I
am geared to tell people how it is. I am not
saying I have the solution; this is how it is. I
am just as fucked up as you are – and in the
end we are all in this together!’
Compelled by a spiritual force, driven by
song. Fantastic Negrito plays Bluesfest,
Thursday at Mojo, and Saturday, Sunday
and Monday at the Delta stage.

Tex Perkins & The Ape
international treasure, Taj Mahal
is recognised as one of the
most diverse and prolific blues
performers in the world, and
perhaps, ever. He has released
26 studio albums, appeared
in nine films and written
soundtracks for two, received
a Blues Music Award, and a
Lifetime Achievement Award
at the 13th Annual Americana
Honors and Awards.

Visiting for Bluesfest?

The Blind Boys of Alabama
on bass and piano, form The
Ape: a raunchy, rough-around
the edges outfit full of grit,
cheek, and unapologetic, dirty
rock’n’roll. One of the most
prolific and diverse Australian
songwriters and performers,
Perkins has collaborated with
everyone from Don Walker
(Cold Chisel) to Suzie Dimarchi
(Baby Animals) and Tina Arena.
The multi-ARIA-award winner
has constructed and produced
landmark and widely successful
projects including his Ladyboyz,
Tex, Don & Charlie, The Dark
Horses, TnT and Beasts of
Bourbon, as well as the highly
successful Johnny Cash tribute
show, in which he played the
lead to resounding acclaim.
Performing with some of the
country’s most experienced
and respected rock musicians
in Sanchez, Agars and Bourke,
Tex leads an almighty powerpacked band that is guaranteed
to rock!
Friday at Delta stage

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au

The Blind Boys
of Alabama
The Blind Boys of Alabama
have the rare distinction of
being recognised around the
world as both living legends
and modern-day innovators.
They are not just gospel singers
borrowing from old traditions;
the group helped to define
those traditions in the 20th
century and almost singlehandedly created a new gospel
sound for the 21st. Since the
original members first sang
together as kids at the Alabama
Institute for the Negro Blind in
the late 1930s (including Jimmy
Carter, who will be leading the
group at Bluesfest), the band
has perservered through seven
decades to become one of the
most recognised and decorated
gospel soul music groups in
the world. In the early 1960s,
the band sang at benefits for
Dr Martin Luther King Jr, and
were a part of the soundtrack

to the civil rights movement.
It’s almost unbelievable that
a group of blind, AfricanAmerican singers, who started
out touring during a time
of whites-only bathrooms,
restaurants and hotels, went on
to win five Grammy Awards, a
Grammy Lifetime Achievement
Award, be inducted into the
Gospel Music Hall of Fame, and
to perform at the White House
for three different presidents.
Their most recent album, Talkin’
Christmas!, a collaboration with
Bluesfest legend Taj Mahal,
continues the band’s streak of
creating original and interesting
work. It includes new versions of
Christmas standards, covers of
hidden gospel gems, and seven
brand-new holiday songs – six
of which are the first Christmas
songs ever penned by the Blind
Boys themselves. Unmissable.
Spine tingling. Life changing.
Sunday at Crossroads
Monday at Mojo

Thai Sabai

Traditional Thai Massage & Foot Spa

Group
Gro
Gr
G
r
Bookings Available
Vouchers
V
Vou
ouc
ucch
uch
chers
rs & Bulk
B Massage Coupons Available
Traditional
Tra
T
rad
rad
Ancient Thai Massage
Therapeutic
The
Th
T
h
Thai Oil Massage

Traditional
Tra
T
raddit
raditi
Relaxing Thai Foot Massage
& Many
Ma Other Aromatherapy Treatments
M
Open 10am ~7pm 7 Days, 115 Jonson Street,
Opposite Cinemas ~ 02 6680 7373
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Experience Salt Therapy.

Location: Byron Arts & Industry Estate

Great for destress, detox, congestion, asthma
inflammation, allergies, skin and HANGOVERS!
Blues wristband special 1 hr $35 (regular $45).
Limit 50 per day, Filling quickly, book now!
THE

S A LT

@byronsaltcave

Sonya Petrick, Country (detail)

CAVE

ph: 0448 338 707
saltcave.com.au
/thesaltcave

Aboriginal Art and Gifts
Shop 1/32 Mullumbimbi Street, Brunswick Heads
Tel: 6685 0229 www.minaminagallery.com

The Cat Empire

The Cat Empire
Since bursting through with
the infectious Hello off their
hit self-titled album, then their
sophomore success Two Shoes,
The Cat Empire have topped
Triple J Hottest 100 lists, sold out
tours internationally, performed
at the Commonwealth Games
opening ceremony, headlined a
plethora of Australian festivals
and appeared at some of the
biggest in the world including
Glastonbury and Bonaroo, plus
trumpet player Harry Angus
was named in Australia’s Most
Important Musicians Ever by
Australian Musician magazine
in 2012. Best described as jazz/
reggae/funk/latin/gypsy/Cuban/
Australian party music, this
dynamic, ARIA Award-winning,
platinum-selling collective
are emblazoned in Australia’s
musical fabric with an impressive
fourteen-year history packed
with remarkable milestones.
Sunday at Mojo

The Original Blues
Brothers Band

High end recording, mixing and
mastering for your music and
general audio needs.
Great gear, rooms and engineers.

Get out your sunglasses at
night… they’re back… on a
mission from god to bring the
cult Chicago blues to Byron!
The Original Blues Brothers
Band will close Bluesfest on
Easter Monday, on one of the
main stages, in an absolute
blues bonanza. Original
members hand-picked by
John Belushi and Dan Aykroyd
have assembled the ultimate
rhythm and blues review and
for decades now have been a
powerful entity in their own
right. Of course they are best
known for the Universal Pictures
feature films The Blues Brothers
and Blues Brothers 2000 and the
Atlantic Record triple-platinum
album Briefcase Full of Blues and
the soundtracks from both films.
Monday at Crossroads stage

Set in the lush surrounds of the Byron
Hinterland, 25 minute drive from
Byron and Ballina.

www.olddogstudios.com.au
al@olddogstudios.com.au
Studio – (02) 6628 4550
Al Pegg – 0411 410 134
114 Hunters Hill Road, Corndale NSW 2480
10th ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL!

We are now in our 10th year of business so to celebrate,
just make a booking and bring this ad with you to receive

20% off until the end of April.
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The Residents
present Shadowland
For more than 40 years The
Residents have managed to
keep their identity a secret,
hiding behind giant eyeball
masks among other disguises
and becoming one of the most
enthralling and unusual bands in
music history. They have recently
and unexpectedly morphed
into a power trio and are

The Residents
currently going by the names
of Randy, Chuck and Bob. They
will be presenting their new
show Shadowland (part three
of their trilogy), where Randy,
Chuck and Bob will focus on the
beginning of life – birth. As with
parts one and two of the trilogy,
part three will feature music
from The Residents’ extensive
catalogue interspersed with
short videos about birth, rebirth,
reincarnation and NDEs (neardeath experiences). In addition
to their ground-breaking work in
the areas of trance, world fusion,
electronica, punk, industrial
and lounge music, which has
seen them release around 70
albums, the group has also been
credited with being among the
originators of performance art
and music video. Prepare to be
totally weirded out. It’s what
these dudes do best.
Saturday, Sunday and
Monday at Juke Joint

Tom Jones
Everyone should see Tom Jones
at least once in their lifetime.
He’s not just a musician; a Jones
show is a tonic for the soul. The
master of re-invention, Tom
Jones’s 50-year career has gone
from strength to strength. Along
with sustaining his popularity as
a live performer and recording
artist for five decades, he has
garnered – at the age of 75 – the
best reviews of his career for
his two most recent albums
Spirit in the Room and Praise &
Blame. Before you start chanting
‘Tom Jones at a Blues Festival?’,
open your mind. Jones has a
fundamental interest in a wide
range of music. Although he is
well known for hits, he is first
and foremost an artist with a
true rhythm and blues soul. He
has remained a vital recording
artist, with his 1999 album
Reload the biggest selling (5M)
of his then 35-year career, going
on to sell more than 100 million
records, an impressive feat. Sir
Tom is indeed a living legend,
one of the few musical artists
whose profession began at the
dawn of modern popular music
and who continues to have a
vital recording and performing
career to this day. His irresistible
show traverses musical eras and
genres, cuts across class divides
and appeals to young and old,
male and female, mainstream
and cutting edge. Sir Tom has
always been about the power of
the song, the power of the voice.
Monday at Mojo

Tom Jones

MONDAY PROGRAM
START
TIME

20.45
18.45
17.00
15.30
14.00
12.30
START
TIME

MOJO

TOM JONES 90 min
BRIAN WILSON PERFORMING PET SOUNDS 90 min
THE BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA 75 min
RUSSELL MORRIS 60 min
RICHARD CLAPTON 60 min
KIM CHURCHILL 60 min

CROSSROADS

22.30
20.30
19.00
17.30
16.00
14.30
13.15
12.00

THE ORIGINAL BLUES BROTHERS BAND 80 min
JOE BONAMASSA 90 min
VINTAGE TROUBLE 60 min
PLAYING FOR CHANGE BAND 60 min
TAJ MAHAL 60 min
IRISH MYTHEN 60 min
ASH GRUNWALD 45 min
PIERCE BROTHERS 45 min

START
TIME

JAMBALAYA

22.30
21.00
19.15
17.30
16.00
14.30
13.15
12.00

JASON ISBELL 90 min
SHAKEY GRAVES 60 min
NATHANIEL RATELIFF & THE NIGHT SWEATS 75 min
ST. PAUL & THE BROKEN BONES 75 min
ALLEN STONE 60 min
LUKAS NELSON & PROMISE OF THE REAL 60 min
MARSHALL OKELL 45 min
TENZIN CHOEGYAL 45 min

START
TIME

DELTA

21.00
19.30
18.00
16.30
15.00
13.30
12.00
START
TIME

22.35
21.05
19.15
17.45
16.15
14.45
13.30
12.00

BLACKBERRY SMOKE 90 min
FANTASTIC NEGRITO 60 min
BACKSLIDERS 60 min
MIKE LOVE 60 min
STEVE SMYTH 60 min
WARDS XPRESS 60 min

2016 BUSKING COMPETITION WINNER 60 min

JUKE JOINT

THE SELECTER 80 min
JANIVA MAGNESS 60 min
THE RESIDENTS PRESENT SHADOWLAND 80 min
KALEO 60 min
SHOOGLENIFTY 60 min
BLIND BOY PAXTON 60 min
SAHARA BECK 45 min
LOCAL AREA HIGH SCHOOL SHOWCASE 60 min

Program correct at time of going to print but subject to change without notice.

Byron Shire Echo archives: www.echo.net.au/byron-echo

DISCOVER WHAT’S OPEN TO YOU.
With world-class facilities, leading teachers and the latest
tools, SAE can help turn your passion into a passionate career
as a creator. Register online for full details.

INFO NIGHT 12 MAY 6-8PM
BYRON BAY CAMPUS 373-391 EWINGSDALE RD, BYRON BAY

CRICOS: 00312F - RTO 0273

DEGREE, DIPLOMA & CERTIFICATE COURSES IN:

Proud sponsors of Bluesfest 2016.

REGISTER NOW
SAE.EDU.AU/E VENTS

Brisbane | Byron Bay | Sydney | Melbourne | Adelaide | Perth
North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au
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The National

NEW OWNER!

34 Piper Drive
10am till late 7 days
ATM available

I’m at home here in New York
and it’s evening here, about 7pm.
I love bass players (in the
musical sense). I am making a
doco about them so first I am
going to pick your brains: Why
bass?
That’s a good question. I actually
originally played guitar in the
band, then several years ago
switched to mainly playing
bass, though I still play some
guitar. I’ve found bass playing
to be more satisfying. Also my
brother’s a drummer, so that’s
a nice connection to have. I like
bass players…
What basses do you play?
Mainly P Basses we have in the
band, that’s my favourite bass,
and it suits me and it’s a good
basic sound. Sounds like the 70s
which I like.
Which bass players are your
inspiration?
Good question, across the
board. Peter Hook from New
Order and Joy Division, Phil
Lesh, some of the classic players
such as John Paul Jones, Rick
Danko from The Band, Neil
Young’s bass player. Stanley
Clarke is super impressive, really
hot. Andy Rourke from the
Smiths.
The National have been
playing together for 15 years.
Are you sick of each other yet?

1ST LINEUP ANNOUNCEMENT

TICKETS, MEDIA
& GUEST
TICKET PICK UP

GATE
NORTH ENTRY

ADMIN

SO

SOUL

UT

ET

HP
RO

DUC

TI

ON

CAMPGROUND 4
TENT CITY

RO

CAMPGROUND 5
JAMBALAYA

AD

ENTRY/EXIT
SOUTH FESTIVAL

G
E
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R
EE
T

TT W
AY

CAMPGROUND 6

TICKETS, BUS TICKETS,
GUEST TICKET PICK UP

BUSES

TIP

IS

CAMPGROUND 7

CAMPING ENQUIRIES
& ACCREDITATION

DISABLED PARKING
PARKING G

CAMPERS CAFE
POLICE

CROSSROADS
FOOD HALL
BOOMERANG

TAXIS & DROP OFF

GATE
SOUTH ENTRY

ROAD

BUSKERS

CAMPGROUND 9
RACO

CAMPGROUND 3

ID

PARKING F

STRE

CROSSROADS

UCTION

BR

NAR

CAMPGROUND 2

DELTA
H PROD

ADMIN

CAMPGROUND 8

SOUTH TO
BYRON BAY,
LENNOX HEAD,
BALLINA

NORT

D
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ENTRY/EXIT
NORTH FESTIVAL

CAMPGROUND 1

JUKE JOINT

MOJO

OA

We do, yeah, mainly our process
is we write from a distance.
Mainly Matt writes the raw
material then we pass it round

RY RO
AD

PARKING C

R

Does the entire band have
a hand in writing and
composing?

H BOUN
DA

DISABLED PARKING

PARKING D

HOU S

also join us for the
TWEED FOODIE FEST on Fri 30th Sept
in the main street of Murwillumbah

PARKING E

BACK

info@TweedValleyCRfest.com

The National headline Mojo
on Friday

PARKING B

E

TweedValleyCRfest.com

Yes, that must be it! It’s nice to
have a private persona I guess.
I don’t know. Perhaps I should
get on that…

PARKING A

NU

RQVLWHFDPSLQJȴQHIRRGIXQNLGVDFWLYLWLHVDUWGLVSOD\V
XQLTXHPDUNHWV VWDOOVPXVLFZRUNVKRSV

You’re the only member of the
band who doesn’t have your
own Wikipedia page – are you
hiding from us?

MAP 2016

NORT

Was it hard to give up your
day job to become a full-time
muso? Did it feel risky?
Yeah, but I guess we did it in
such a way that we weren’t
immediately touring the world;
we were doing it in between
other things we were doing. We
started doing it at a later time
in our life than most bands,
touring and that kind of thing.
Little things kept us going along
the way. Doing it has always
been fun, hard, but it’s what we
wanted to do.

FESTIVAL

NORTH
ICK
TO BRUNSW
HEADS,
S,
TWEED HEADT,
GOLD COAS
BRISBANE

E
AV

0XUZLOOXPEDK6KRZJURXQGV7ZHHG9DOOH\16:
20mins from Coolangatta Airport, 40mins from Byron Bay

I think it will be our fourth trip,
if I’m counting right. For us it’s
like quasi-California! People are
always really nice, it’s fun. It’s

NE

Sat 1 & Sun 2, Oct Long Weekend 2016

Something a bit more energetic
and electric in person than on
the records. We can be a bit
mellow on the records. The live
show surprises people who
haven’t seen us before; it’s a
little more loud and rocking!

I think all American music in
a way owes a huge debt to
the blues, its structure and its
history in America. Whatever
it is, it comes out in so many
things; rock and roll came out of
the blues, everyone owes a debt
to that. I think even us, with
our post-punk and new wave
references, alternative music
bands, even that has basic roots
in blues music. I don’t think of

LI

TICKETS ON SALE + 2nd Lineup Announcement Very Soon!

If people haven’t seen you
before, what do you plan to
give them at Bluesfest?

How do you see The National
fitting into a festival of blues?

What do you love about
Australia ?

Absolutely not! It’s always fun
to go in and dream together,
especially if you’re friends and
family. Touring can be hard but
what we do makes us happy,
and we love to do it!

it as a blues festival, not strictly
in the style or tradition of that
music, but it all comes back to
that.

PE

WES CARR - HARRY HOOKEY - PIGRAM BROS
LITTLE GEORGIA - BILL CHAMBERS - GRIZZLEE TRAIN

such a huge country too; we
only ever get to see small bits
of it. We were on the coast, we
went to Perth and Brisbane and
Sydney and Melbourne and
Hobart, that kind of thing, but
we never got to see the whole
thing. It’s like this vast exciting
place to be, but it has things
like the US and UK that we’re
familiar with, and other things
that are kind of strange.

PI

KASEY CHAMBERS - JOHN WILLIAMSON
TIM ROGERS - TEX PERKINS + HIS BAND OF GOLD

Perhaps! We have been working
on a new record and we have
done a couple of writing
sessions and recorded a bunch
of ideas. There are some new
songs we’ve been playing here
and there – a couple in San
Francisco and Los Angeles in
October – but we want to keep
our cards a little bit close to
our chest as far as that goes.
We’re not really afraid to have
some of the songs fall on their
face a little bit. I think there’s a
sense of adventure in ‘oh, let’s
try that!’ It’s good to see how
people react. It’s always part of
a process and we’re hoping to
make that a little more public
this time. It’s fun and gives us a
bit of energy. We’ve found our
process over the years changes
with every record. We try
something new each time. This
time we’re going to record more
together and trial the songs a
bit more live.

BLUES BOULEVAR
D

Best ladies in town!

Where are you and what time
is it?

PARKING H
PARKING /
CAMPGROUND 10
SOUT

H BO
UN

DARY

CAMPERS ROAD

YOUR PLEASURE
IS OUR BUSINESS

Indulging my love of bassists,
I recently spoke to Scott
Devendorf as he prepared for
his Bluesfest debut appearance.

It’s almost three years since
the release of your last record.
Rumour has it you are working
on a new one. How’s it going?
And will we hear those songs
at Easter at Bluesfest?

ROAD

www.orgasmatron.com.au
Wholesale enquiries welcome info@orgasmatron.com.au

UCTION

Order online for super fast delivery

PROD

$19 .95

The Grammy-nominated music
veterans The National have
been touring the world for more
than a decade, mastering their
paradoxical, beautifully bruised
sonic adventures, capturing the
hearts and imaginations of a
generation.

PACIFIC HIGHWAY

ONLY

as a band, and contribute our
individual stuff. In the old days
we used to get together a lot
but now people have moved
and don’t live next door to each
other, so we get together to do
writing sessions now, and that
works for us pretty well.

NOBLE WAY

Interview by Eve Jeffery

E

RELAX ...
Like you
mean it!

STAGED
EVACUATION
ASSEMBLY
AREA

ROAD

Byron Shire Echo archives: www.echo.net.au/byron-echo

Shop OCEAN SHORES
All you need right
on your doorstep
With the wide variety of goods available you really don’t need to
travel farther afield than Ocean Shores. Locals and festival-goers
alike can all experience the convenience of being able to find groceries, furnishings, clothing, bottleshop supplies and much more
all in one convenient location.
There are also a wide variety of services available and the tavern
provides a local watering hole with great entertainment.

<In.scribe> Youth Arts Mentoring
Project set to transform Ocean Shores

Revolutionising the shopping centre alleyway as part of the <In.Scribe> Youth
Arts Mentoring Program - right to left, front, Jarra Launer, Austin Nitsua,Karma
Barnes, Elli Coleman, behind, Moira Hughes- Mooney, Victoria Larnach and
Teeka Gibson.

The <In.scribe> Youth Arts
Mentoring Project is set to give
an exciting street-art makeover to the Ocean Shores
Shopping Centre complex in
the leadup to festival session.
A select group of youth graduates from this year’s programs
are collaborating with regional
artists to revolutionise the
shopping centre’s alleyway
with their art, colour and
designs.

showcase is the perfect way to
celebrate this.’

<In.scribe> Youth Arts Men-

FREE
PUBLIC
TALK

Understanding and
Healing the Gut
Shop 5,
Ocean Shopping Village
Ocean Shores
Community Centre
Rajah Road, Ocean Shores
Thursday 31 March 2016
2.30–4.30pm

toring Program is a youth arts
project that works with young
people through creative arts
and mentoring opportunities.
The young artists will be working with regional artists Karma
Barnes, Victoria Larnach and
NITSUA in an opportunity to
increase their designs to take
on more than lifesize proportions in a public space.
Ocean Shores Shopping
Centre is delighted to support arts opportunities for

young people in the north
end of the shire. The shopping
centre’s manager Veronica
O’Dwyer stated, ‘This project
provides a artistic platform
for the region’s young artists
to showcase their talent and
contribute to the creative
fabric of the Byron region. We
want to bring the festival spirit
that is now taking place in the
north end of the shire to the
shopping centre and turning
our alleyway into a street-art

Project coordinator and
arts therapist Karma Barnes
stated, ‘We have an amazing
team of young people whom
we have worked with this
year and it’s really wonderful
to be able to offer them this
opportunity to further their
arts skills through the design
and instalment of a street-art
alleyway’.

GREAT FOOD
GREAT PRICES

Happy &
Safe Easter
to everyone!
We will be closed Friday,
Saturday and Sunday.
See you back on Monday
for a short day.
Normal hours from
Tuesday.

Specialty shops- well known
retail - ﬁnance - eateries

Rajah Road Ocean Shores
www.oceanshoressc.com.au

JOHN GEDDES
HEALTH SHOP & PHARMACY

...just good health!

Z 0,1;17414-^
Register for work opportunities
or lodge a vacancy for staff
online at nortec.org.au

Did you know...

6680 2802

GaGa doesn’t charge
extra for decaf or any
specialty milks?
HEALTHY JUICES
CAKES & SMOOTHIES
LUNCHES & SNACKS
DELICIOUS PIZZA
GREAT COFFEE

Shop 1 Ocean Village,
Rajah Road, Ocean Shores

Inside Ocean Shores
Centre. Open 8 till 8.

Permanent, Temp & Contract Staĸng
VocaƟonal Training
Small Business Support & Advice
Community Investment

Great jobs for
great people!

organic, healthy snacks,
foods, raincoats and
pharmacy products
Ocean Shores Shopping Centre

Ph 6680 1252

Peter A Smith
Law Practice

Your Northern Rivers Leading Real Estate Agent

When only the very best will do:
‘TIPPING THE BALANCE IN YOUR FAVOUR’
SOLICITOR
Ocean Village Shopping Centre
6680 2888
petersmith@byronbaylawyers.com
North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au

6680 5000
Ocean
Shopping
Centre:
WhenShores
only the
very best
will do:
Rajah Rd, Oceans Shores, NSW 2483

6680 5000

rh.com.au/oceanshores
@rhoceanshores

Happy Easter from Team Tav!
NEW Kitchen! NEW Menu!
NEW legendary chef!
Coﬀee & cake 8.30am
Lunch & dinner 7 days!
Bar snacks all arvo
Fri, Sat & Sunday!

Find us on
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mullumbimby

tattoo

Boomerang joins Bluesfest

TATU LU & SHINGS

Featured speakers and performers at Boomerang – the global indigenous arts and cultural festival happening within Bluesfest this
year – will provide festival-goers with a unique experience of music, dance and culture, and encourages engagement, education and
inclusion. With healing, dance, weaving, workshops and more, it even also includes lots of talking, and also welcomes non-indigenous
fellas to the stage, including journalist George Negus, The Hon Tony Burke, member for Watson and composer Craig Pilkington.
Here are just some of the people sharing their wisdom over Bluesfest long weekend.
networks in the trade, tourism
and arts sector throughout the
region.

Rako Dancers

Phone 6684 4715
www.tatulu.com
78 Dalley St, Mullumbimby

Rako dance encompasses
traditional Rotuman dance,
Polynesian and Melanesian dance
as well as modern dance forms
such as hip-hop, crump, b-boy
and break. Rediscovering myths
and legends, and drawing from
traditional animals, plants and
trees, the Rako Dance group now
incorporate elements unique to
the Rotuman culture and Island
and have an extensive collection
of chants, dances as part of their
production titled Armea.

Jannawi Dancers

Visit the Southern Hemisphere’s
largest Hemp Foods operation a
few minutes from
Byron Bay

ORGANIC
OIL, SEEDS
& PROTEIN

hempfoods.com.a
hempfoods.com.au
(02) 6687 1260

From the rich storytelling
traditions of Aboriginal New
South Wales, Jannawi Dance
Theatre’s Megamara shines a
light on the strength, resilience
and beauty of young Aboriginal
women and culture today.
Artistic director Peta Strachan,
a leading female Aboriginal
dancer, is nurturing the next
generation of female performers.
Jannawi Dance Theatre is a
Sydney-based dance company
encompassing contemporary and
traditional styles with dancers
and students predominantly
from the inner western suburbs
and surrounding areas. Peta and
Jannawi have been involved
in many events performances,
productions, teaching, costumes
and workshops including
World Masters Games opening
ceremony, Sydney Opera House
events such as Message Sticks,
Utzon memorial, Opera House
40th birthday celebrations, City
of Sydney’s NAIDOC events and
many more.

Malu Kiai Mura
Buai Dance Troupe
From Boigu Island, located in the
top western part of the Torres
Strait and the most northerly
inhabited island of Australia
separating Cape York Peninsula
from the island of New Guinea, the
performers share their traditional
songs and dances that have been
passed down from generation to
generation, based on the everyday
life of island stories.

Excelsior
The members of Excelsior are
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Island descent. The clan groups
they belong to range from north
and central Queensland down
to north and central New South
Wales. Debuting in February
2014, they have performed at
Queensland Performing Arts
Centre’s Clancestry, Sydney Opera
House’s Asian Football Cup draw,
and opening for the Chooky
Dancers show Djuki Mala at the
Judith Wright Centre.

Arakwal Dancers
Byron Bay’s local Indigenous
dance group and representative
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Amelia Telford

Rako Dancers
of Bundjalung land, the Arakwal
dancers, welcome Bluesfest
patrons to country at the opening
ceremony every year. The Arakwal
Aboriginal Corporation does
fantastic work to educate locals
and visitors alike, and keeps local
stories alive through educational
programs and various artistic
activities. The Arakwal dance
group have performed many
openings and welcome-tocountry ceremonies. They have
reclaimed several new language
songs which were performed at
the 2015 Dancerites event at the
Sydney Opera House.

Going Wanhurr
and East Journey
Under the direction of
Bangarra performer Djakapurra
Munyarryun, the dance is a
two-way experience. Linking
western and Yolgnu cultures, and
knowledged together through
dance or Bungull and Manikay
songs that share the ideas and
the philosophy of country and
culture and how our culture
and napaki (non-Indigenous)
should live together. The Yolgnu
were among Australia’s earliest
international traders, maintaining
trade and cultural exchanges with
the Macassans for six centuries.
This diverse group represent the
clans of the Dhalinbuy region
in northeast Arnhem Land and
have toured the globe with
their performances and yidaki
playing. Featuring members
of contemporary band East
Journey, this displays the magic of
intergenerational exchange and
connections through dance and
music.

Nakkiah Lui
With Gamilaroi Torres Strait
Islander heritage, Nakkiah Lui is
one of Australia’s exciting new
playwrights. In the short space
of her 25 years, she has studied
abroad, all but finished a law
degree, and had a playwright
residency at Belvoir St Theatre.
The inaugural winner of The
Dreaming Award national arts
prize, and Belvoir’s Balnaves
Indigenous Playwright Award in
2012, she went on to write and
perform in the production To Kill
the Messenger. More recently she
was commissioned as one of the

writers for series one and two of
ABC TV’s hit breakout skit comedy
sensation Black Comedy.

Shari Sebbens
A NIDA graduate from the
JabirrJabirr / Bardi peoples,
Sebbens is one of six children,
born and raised in Darwin. She
featured in the feature film
Sapphires and is a regular on
a number of television series
including the award-winning
Redfern Now, The Gods of Wheat
Street, and the new comedy series
8MMM. A well-known theatre
performer, she recently appeared
in the Sydney theatre production
The Battle of Waterloo and the
Belvoir Street production of
Radiance.

Getano Bann
As a singer/songwriter, storyteller
and registered music therapist,
for Getano Bann, music, dance,
storytelling and humour were an
influential and integral part of
his childhood, growing up in an
extended Torres Strait Islander
family. As a music therapist
Getano works with children on
the streets, in drug rehabilitation
and in detention centres, and
is passionate about the power
of music and the arts in healing
process. His songs are a rich
blend and mixture of musical
styles including latin, blues, soul,
funk, ballads, reggae and rock.
Getano intertwines family stories,
cultural perspectives, life lessons,
self-reflective moments and
dollops of humour, which makes
a performance of irresistible
listening and entertaining
moments. Getano works as
a registered music therapist
specialising in children and
adolescents issues including
addictions, self-esteem, anger,
grief loss and bereavement and
mental health.

Letila Mitchell
From the island of Rotuman, Letila
Mitchell is founder of the Pacific
Arts Alliance Trustee and current
secretary-general. She is also the
director of the Fiji Arts Council.
She is a visual and performing
artist with 15 years’ experience,
performing and working in the
Pacific, London, New Zealand
and Australia. Letila has extensive

Young environmentalist of the
year 2015 and former school
captain of Lismore High,
Bundjalung woman Amelia
set up Seed Indigenous Youth
Climate Network, an organisation
that supports Aboriginal people
aged under 30 who want to
participate in environmental
debates. Seed has trained 50
youth representatives in public
speaking and media and project
management. They are now
participating in important
debates concerning the effects
of sea-level rise on the Torres
Strait, and in negotiations
with Aboriginal landholders in
Queensland regarding what could
become the country’s largest coal
mine in the Galilee Basin.

John Faunt
John Faunt is a music artist from
Manus Island in Papua New
Guinea. Over the years John
has been performing in Papua
New Guinea and Melanesia
with his band Hausboi and is an
active Manus Garamut (slit log)
drummer. John is now based in
Brisbane, and is on the board of
the Wantok Musik Foundation
(wantokmusik.org), assisting
their work with Indigenous music
and culture in the region. John
continues to follow his passion in
preserving and showcasing his
traditional Manus Island heritage
through a new solo music album,
while working on the Lukautim
Pasin Tumbuna or Safeguard
our Cultural Heritage project
documenting and protecting
sacred Manus traditional
rhythms and dances from the
effects of modernisation. John is
passionately driven to be a voice
for his Manus people by giving
a more balanced picture of the
island province and portray its
beauty, culture and people to the
world.

Nancy Bates
Nancy Bates is a Barkindji woman
from far western New South
Wales who is fast becoming part
of the national Aboriginal music
community, having completed
a season as a member of Archie
Roach’s Into the Bloodstream
Gospel Choir. Nancy has received
wide exposure in 2013 with her
track Old Black Woman and award
nods include a Top 10 placement in
the APRA Indigenous Songwriters
category. Nancy’s performances
have included Melbourne, Perth,
Adelaide and Darwin festivals,
Deadly Awards, SA NAIDOC Ball,
Reconciliation Annual Breakfast
Event, Taoundi College 40th
Year Celebration, Spirit Festival,
Adelaide Fringe (Garden of
Unearthly Delights).

Byron Shire Echo archives: www.echo.net.au/byron-echo
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A GLOBAL INDIGENOUS ARTS & CULTURAL FESTIVAL FOR ALL AUSTRALIANS

TH U R SDA Y 2 4 TH

F R ID A Y 25 TH

START
TIME

BO O ME R A N G
TALKS AND IDEAS

START
TIME

19.30

PASIFIKA and SALTWATER DUBAYS

20:30

19.00

TROY BRADY: Music & Chemo (30 mins)

19.30

17.00

Elders and Community Talks

18.00

15.20

NAKKIAH LUI & SHARI SEBBENS:

BOOMERANG
TALKS AND IDEAS

14.15

CLARENCE SLOCKEE & CLAYTON DONAVON:

START
TIME

DANCE
GROUNDS

START
TIME

20:15

EXCELSIOR

20:30

20.00

EAST JOURNEY & DJAKPURRA MUNYARRYUN

18.30

Medicine, Plants & Foraging

M O N D AY 2 8 T H

S U N D AY 2 7 T H

START
TIME

BOOMERANG
TALKS AND IDEAS

START
TIME

BOOME R A N G
TALKS AND IDEAS

START
TIME

BOOME R A N G
TALKS AND IDEAS

20.30

TENZIN CHOEYGAL (30 mins)

19.00

PASIFIKA and SALTWATER DUBAYS

18.45

PASIFIKA and SALTWATER DUBAYS

GETANO BANN music workshop (30 mins)

18.30

MANUS ISLAND Drumming workshop & talk

18.30

TENZIN CHOEYGAL (30 mins)

17.00

DHINAWAN cultural workshop (30mins)

JOE WILLIAMS: The Enemy Within (45 mins)

12.45

GETANO BANN music workshop (30 mins)

12.45

CLARENCE SLOCKEE:

14.30

NAKKIAH LUI & SHARI SEBBENS:

11.15

ARCHIE ROACH: In Conversation with
CRAIG PILKINGTON & NANCY BATES (60 mins)

TENZIN CHOEYGAL music workshop (45 mins)

13.00

The Aboriginal F Word (60mins)

SATURDA Y 26 TH

Medicine and Plants workshop (30 mins)

The Boat Debate: JOHN FAUNT & TENZIN CHOEYGAL
11.15
(Convened by GEORGE NEGUS)

RICHARD FRANKLAND:

11.15

11.15

Frontline Change: Hon. TONY BURKE, AMELIA
TELFORD, GATANO BANN & LETILA MITCHELL
(Convened by GEORGE NEGUS)

DANCE
GR OU N D S

Conversations with the Dead (60 mins)

DANCE
GROUNDS

START
TIME

20:15

RAKO

MALU KIAI MURA BUAI

18.45

EXCELSIOR

18.15

RAKO

18. 30

17.00

EXCELSIOR

16.45
15.30
15.00
15. 50

Laugh Out Loud (45mins)

DANCE
GROUNDS

START
TIME

DANCE
GR OU N D S

START
TIME

20.3

EXCELSIOR

19.45

EAST JOURNEY & DJAKPURRA MUNYARRYUN

20.00

EXCELSIOR

19.45

EAST JOURNEY & DJAKPURRA MUNYARRYUN

19.30

RAKO

18.45

EAST JOURNEY & DJAKPURRA MUNYARRYUN

19.30

JANNAWI

17.45

MALU KIAI MURA BUAI

18.30

MALU KIAI MURA BUAI

RAKO

18.00

MALU KIAI MURA BUAI

17.30

JANNAWI

17.15

EXCELSIOR

17:30

MALU KIAI MURA BUAI

17.45

EAST JOURNEY & DJAKPURRA MUNYARRYUN

16.15

EXCELSIOR

17.00

JANNAWI

EAST JOURNEY & DJAKPURRA MUNYARRYUN

17.00

EXCELSIOR

16.30

EXCELSIOR

16.00

RAKO

15.00

Gifting ceremony: All dance groups

MALU KIAI MURA BUAI

15.45

EAST JOURNEY & DJAKPURRA MUNYARRYUN

16.15

MALU KIAI MURA BUAI

14.45

EAST JOURNEY & DJAKPURRA MUNYARRYUN

14.15

MALU KIAI MURA BUAI

Dance workshops: JANNAWI

15.30

MALU KIAI MURA BUAI

16.15

JANNAWI

14.30

MALU KIAI MURA BUAI

14.00

JANNAWI

Welcome to Country on Mojo Stage

14.00

JANNAWI Dance workshop/performance (30mins)

13.00

RAKO workshop/performance (30 mins)

13.15

EXCELSIOR

12.45

RAKO dance works and Performance

12. 00

ARAKWAL: Welcome on Mojo Stage

13.00

ARAKWAL

DURATION
14.00-16.00

WORKSHOPS
( HEALING TENT )
SONJA CARMICHAEL: Making Turtles &
Recylcing marine waste

WORKSHOPS
( HEALING TENT )

DURATION

17.30-19.30

TE KOPERE Healing
DELVENE COCKATOO COLLINS:

DURATION

16.15-1900

TE KOPERE Healing

15.30

14.00-16.00

Weaving with Grasses

15.30-17.00

THE

Seeds, Ceramics & Jewellery making

WORKSHOPS
( HEALING TENT )

DURATION

17.30-19.30

TE KOPERE Healing

15.30

DELVENE COCKATOO COLLINS:

Weaving with diverse Materials

15.30-17.00

13.15-15.15

TE KOPERE Healing

11.30-13.00

SONJA CARMICHAEL: Making Turtles &

11.30-13.00

Weaving with Grasses

Recylcing marine waste

Seeds, Ceramics & Jewellery making

WOR K S H OPS
( HEALING TENT )

DURATION

17.30-19.30

TE KOPERE Healing

17.30-19.30

Healing

15.30

DELVENE COCKATOO COLLINS:

15.30

DELVENE COCKATOO COLLINS:

Weaving with diverse Materials

15.30-17.00

13.15-15.15

TE KOPERE Healing

11.30-13.00

SONJA CARMICHAEL: Making Turtles &

11.30-13.00

Weaving with Grasses

Recylcing marine waste

Seeds, Ceramics & Jewellery making

WOR K S H OPS
( HEALING TENT )

Seeds, Ceramics & Jewellery making

Weaving with diverse Materials

15.30-17.00

13.15-15.15

TE KOPERE Healing

13.15-15.15

TE KOPERE Healing

11.30-13.00

SONJA CARMICHAEL: Making Turtles &

11.30-13.00

SONJA CARMICHAEL: Making Turtles &

11.30-13.00

Weaving with Grasses

11.30-13.00

Weaving with Grasses

Recylcing marine waste

Weaving with diverse Materials

Recylcing marine waste

RAILS

THE RAILWAY FRIENDLY BAR, BYRON BAY
6685 7662 THE FAMOUS RAILS kitchen
Thursday 24 March

TWO RIVERS BAND
Friday 25 March

LUKE MORRIS BAND
Saturday 26 March

RAGGA JUMP
Sunday 27 March

SOUL’D

PHIL BARLOW & THE WOLF

NICK CUNNINGHAM

Monday 28 March

PHIL BARLOW & THE WOLF
Tuesday 29 March

NICK CUNNINGHAM
Wednesday 30 March

LUKE MORRIS SOLO
Thursday 31 March

PROPELLERS

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au

SOUL’D

RAGGA JUMP

LUKE MORRIS
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THE ECHO AWARDS
KITTY FLANAGAN
JAZZ PARTY FEAT
LORETTA MILLER &
DARCY MCNULTY
HOSTED BY

MANDY NOLAN
SPECIAL GUESTS

KERRY O’BRIEN
ERIK THE DOG
DUSTYESKY

Suffering from
Prohibition Blues?
Escape to the...

(&+2
63($.($6<

BYRON STRING TRIO
LOVEJOY TRIO
SIT DOWN 3-COURSE
DINNER & SHOW
CHAMPAGNE
ON ARRIVAL
DRESS TO
IMPRESS!

ECHO 30TH BIRTHDAY
SATURDAY 11 JUNE, 6PM START
MULLUMBIMBY CIVIC HALL
Tickets: $95 (+BF) Bookings: trybooking.com/kujr
Numbers strictly limited so don’t delay, book now! Enquiries: 6619 0529
52 March 23, 2016 The Byron Shire Echo
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Joe Williams
A Wiradjuri man, Joe Williams
played in the NRL for South
Sydney Rabbitohs, Penrith
Panthers and Canterbury Bulldogs
before switching to professional
boxing in 2009. Joe is a two-time
WBF World Junior Welterweight
champion, and recently won the
WBC Asia Continental title. Joe
is currently working full time as
the Aboriginal education worker
at Mater Dei Catholic College.
Apart from being involved with
professional sport for more
than 15 years, Joe now spends
his time working to inspire
youth and individuals through
motivational speaking workshops.
Joe has spent time working with
disengaged youth in high schools
and primary schools, drug and
alcohol rehabilitation centres,
and jails, and has mentored both
youth and adults. Privately Joe has
had his own battles, struggles and
setbacks, which culminated in his
own suicide attempt in 2011.

Clayton Donovan
Clayton Donovan is Australia’s
most acclaimed Indigenous chef.
Growing up in northern New
South Wales, Clayton started
learning about native produce
when he was four years old, out
walking with his aunties and
grandmothers, taking what they
found in the bush or along the
coastline and cooking it up at
their homes. In his developing
years as a chef he developed his
own style of cooking, learning
to use native ingredients in
a restaurant environment.
Integrating ingredients such as
wattleseed, rosella and myrtles
into Asian- and European-inspired
dishes, he applied to work at
the prestigious Watermark
restaurant at Balmoral Beach,
Sydney. Clayton was introduced
to the secrets and gastronomic
intricacies involved in creating
and presenting dishes in first-class
hatted restaurants, including in
England, where he took sous
chef and head chef positions
in restaurants such as Fowey
Hall and Boscundle Manor.
Clayton continues to source
ingredients from the bush,
foraging to introduce new and
exciting flavours to his menus.
He received a chef’s hat from
the Good Food Guide in 2011. His
international experience with
his understanding of Australian
native foods to produce a unique
and contemporary cuisine with
an Indigenous twist is highly
regarded by publishers and
food editors. Clayton Donovan
reached a new level as writer
and presenter on ABC TV
program Wild Kitchen. The series
was aired all over the world on
Virgin aircrafts, rail networks and
popular online channels.

Troy Brady
Troy’s musical career began at 16
when he taught himself to play
guitar from a songbook of The
Shadows provided by his father.
Two years later, his singing talent
was noticed by his mother when
she heard him and some friends
having a singalong to a boombox
in the garage. This resulted in
his involvement in the group
AIM4MORE for four years. In late
2001, Troy entered the audition
process for Channel Seven’s

Arakwal Dancers at Boomerang Festival 2013
Popstars series three, billed as the
world’s first TV search for a solo
artist. Out of 6,000 entries, on 17
March 2002 Troy was officially
announced as being one of the
final seven. The finalists were
each required to record their
take on Stevie Wonder’s classic
Superstition. Troy’s rendition is a
distinctive soulful R&B version,
reflecting his personal style and
respect for the original. Troy is a
proud Birriggubba man, born in
Rockhampton, north Queensland.

Clarence Slockee
Clarence Slockee, from the
Mindjingbal clan of the
Bundjalung, is a graduate from
the National Aboriginal & Islander
Skills Development Association
(NAISDA) Dance College. Clarence
has gained experience across
a broad range of performance
media, but his passion remains
with his farming roots and
ensuring the biodiversity of
native species. He has worked
for many years as the education
co-coordinator in Aboriginal
programs with Sydney Botanical
Gardens and more recently
managing cultural tourism at
the Baranagroo Parklands. With
his regular segment on ABC TV
series Gardening Australia, he
continues to educate many about
the medicinal, cultural and edible
plants you need to know about
when foraging.

Richard Frankland
Richard Frankland is an AFI
filmmaker, musician, writer and an
extraordinary storyteller. Richard
was nominated for Australian
of the Year in 2011 in particular
for his work with Indigenous
community groups, including his
work on the eradication of Lateral
Violence with the Australian
Indigenous population, a topic
that he will be delving into at
Boomerang Festival. Richard
Frankland is a proud Gunditjmara
man who worked as a field officer
to the Royal Commission into
Aboriginal Deaths in Custody.
This experience inspired him to
write several plays, including No
Way to Forget, Who Killed Malcolm
Smith and Conversations with
the Dead. Frankland won an AFI
Award for Best Screenplay in a
Short for his short film No Way
to Forget. It was the first film by
an Indigenous director to win
an AFI Award. It was broadcast
nationally on SBS TV and screened
at the 1996 Cannes Film Festival
in the category of Un Certain
Regard. Richard also wrote and
directed Harry’s War, a feature
film based on his uncle’s role in
World War II on the Kokoda Track.
The film was screened at the
British War Memorial in London
and won Best Short Film at Spike
Lee’s Alternative Oscars for black

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au

filmmakers in Hollywood. In
2004, his play Conversations with
the Dead was performed at the
United Nations.

Delvene Cockatoo
Collins
A Nunukul, Ngugi and Goenpul
woman of Quandamooka
country, Delvene Cockatoo
Collins’s arts practice includes
textiles, ceramics and jewellery
making. The stories shared
through these media are those
of her family’s lived experiences
on Minjerribah, the natural
environment, and her responses
to representations of images and
objects of Quandamooka. For
jewellery-making workshops,
Delvene provides her handcrafted
ceramic beads and collected
natural items including seeds. At
the Boomerang Festival jewellerymaking workshops, Delvene will
be joined by her mother and sister.

the discarded materials into
functional and contemporary
artworks.

Dhinawan
From the Gamillaroi Bigambul
peoples Dhinawan, aka
Mick Baker, is known for his
spontaneous, straight-fromthe-heart cultural commentary.
Founder and frontman of
Dhinawan Dreaming, the Byron
Bay-based entertainer uses
the media of dance, song and
storytelling to promote cultural
awareness and understanding
in a humorous, insightful and
thought-provoking way. When
not spearheading anti-bullying
programs in primary schools and
painting boards for pro surfer
Kelly Slater, Dhinawan travels
regularly overseas to perform in
the UK, France, Germany, Austria,
Switzerland, Scotland, and Italy.

Sonja Carmichael

Te Kopere
healing program

A Ngugi woman form Stradbroke
Island, Sonja gathers un-gaire
(swamp reeds) and grass fibres as
well as nets, ropes, plastics and
other materials such as marine
debris that have been discarded
into the ocean and found washed
up on the beautiful shores of
Minjerribah. With these materials,
she utilises traditional weaving
techniques, creating handwoven baskets and showing kids
how to make turtles. Collecting
the debris, her works directly
respond to current environmental
concerns regarding the
preservation of the natural
environment by transforming

Under the guidance of healer
Christine Bullock, New Zealand’s
Rongoa Maori is the traditional
healing system of Maori. It focuses
on the oral transmission of
knowledge, diversity of practice and
the spiritual dimension of health.
Rongoa Maori encompasses herbal
remedies, physical therapies and
spiritual healing. Experience the
real art of Rongoa Maori healing at
Boomerang. Maori are indigenous
to Aotearoa (New Zealand) and at
Boomerang Festival you will have
the opportunity to take part in
some very special workshops that
will have you walk away feeling
focused and centred.

www.amoremullumbimby.com.au
76 Burringbar St Mullumbimby
6684 6603

real farmers,
real food

Byron’s freshest
produce direct from
the growers
BYRON BAY

Thursday 8am – 11am
Butler St Reserve

BANGALOW

Saturday 8am – 11am
Behind Hotel

THE

ROCK & ROLL
COFFEE COMPANY
COFFEE & Pan-Asian specialists

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Est. 2009

FRANKIE
GOD
OF
HAIR
experience divine hair
0423 165 699

sunshine
alley
jewellery studio
and more…

through the garden,
at the end of the lane
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COMMUNITY UPDATE
TEA WITH TAMARA

FREE GRANTS WORKSHOP
Due to popular demand I am hosting a Grants Writing Workshop
JSVGSQQYRMX]KVSYTWERHRSXJSVTVSƤXKVSYTWMRSYVEVIE
This workshop will empower community groups to write successful
grant applications and seek additional funding.
‘The Grants Guy’ Keith Whelan will be coming up from Sydney to facilitate
this workshop. Keith specialises in grant application writing, tender writing,
crowd funding, volunteer management and fundraising.
This workshop is aimed at community, multicultural, charitable, arts, notJSVTVSƤXERHWTSVXWKVSYTW
The Grants Workshop will be held in Ballina ands run for three hours and will
FI JVII SJ GLEVKI JSV GSQQYRMX] KVSYTW ERH RSXJSV TVSƤX SVKERMWEXMSRW
Details below:
WHEN Tuesday 19 April 2016 TIME 5pm-8pm COST Free
RSVP ESSENTIAL places are limited

-RQ]ƤVWX]IEVEWXLI1IQFIVJSV&EPPMRE[LEX-LEZIIRNS]IHXLIQSWXMW
meeting so many of the vibrant and inspiring people that make up the fabric
of our unique community.
This year I would love to meet even more of you and hear from you how I can
best support making our region an even more beautiful place to live, work and
share with the world.

4PIEWIGEPPSYVSJƤGISVVIKMWXIVSRPMRIXSVIWIVZI]SYVTPEGI
http://www.tamarasmith.org.au/grants_workshop

BAN THE BAG!

I’d like to invite you to have a cuppa with me. I’ll be hosting ‘Tea with Tamara’
between 10am–11.30am at cafe’s around the Electorate throughout April.
Details below:
WHEN Friday 15 April

WHERE Options in Alstonville

WHEN Friday 22 April

WHERE Santos Organics, Mullumbimby

WHEN Friday 29 April

WHERE Maggie and Mr Jones, Ballina

4PIEWIGEPPSYVSJƤGISVVIKMWXIVSRPMRIXSVIWIVZI]SYVTPEGI
www.tamarasmith.org.au/tea_with_tamara

SHARK SPOTTERS IN TOWN!

Last month I introduced the Plastic Shopping Bags Prohibition (Protecting Marine
Life) Bill 2016. This proposed law will mean a complete ban on single use plastic bags
in NSW, which will reduce the impact of plastic bags on the environment, including
the marine environment. Tens of thousands of marine animals die each year from
MRKIWXMRKTPEWXMGFEKW[LMGLPSSOPMOINIPP]ƤWLERHJSSHSJXIRGSRWYQIHF]HSPTLMRW
turtles, whales and other marine life. Join me in supporting Plastic Free July.

PLASTIC FREE JULY
I am a proud sponsor of Plastic Free July, an initiative by local group Mullum
CaresXSVIKMWXIVXLIIRXMVIXS[RSJ1YPPYQFMQF]EWETEVXMGMTERXMRXLI4PEWXMG
Free July challenge. They will also be holding a Waste Free Living Expo.

WASTE FREE LIVING EXPO

Dawn Walker with Sarah Waries from Shark Spotters and Natalie Banks from Sea Shepherd

Last week I helped sponsor the Shark Spotters of South Africa to come to
Australia and the North Coast to tell us how they keep people safe at Cape Town
beaches through their ‘Shark Spotters’ program. The forums held in Ballina and
Sydney were a huge success and I look forward to working with the community
moving forward towards a model that works for us on the North Coast.

TAMARA SMITH MP
MEMBER FOR BALLINA
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WHEN Friday 1 July 2016 TIME 3pm-8pm
WHERE &]VSR7LMVI'SYRGMP'LEQFIVW1YPPYQFMQF]
8SVIKMWXIV]SYVMRXIVIWXMR1YPPYQŭW4PEWXMG*VII.YP]GEQTEMKRKSXS1YPPYQ
Cares Facebook Page or online at: www.mullumseed.org.au/mullumcares
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